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All aboard for a wild ride
Diamond Valley Railway celebrated the Queen’s Birthday weekend with the return of their famous Teddy Bears’ Picnic. The team of
volunteers opened its gates for bears to picnic along the trackside, and for passengers to bring their favourite soft toy for a journey
along the 2km long railway. Indeed, thousands of passengers rode the rails during the weekend despite the rain on Sunday and the
chilling winter temperatures which descended upon Melbourne that weekend. Full story Page 16.
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The Manningham & Nillumbik Bulletin has a print run of 2,500 and is distributed
throughout Manningham and Nillumbik.
Published about the 3rd/4th Tuesday of the month, it aims to keep the residents of
Manningham and Nillumbik engaged and informed about art, culture, community
sport and important issues.
It also exists to give the communities of Manningham and Nillumbik a voice so that
they have a space to celebrate their achievements and to stand their ground when
internal and external forces challenge their identity or local amenity.
The M&N Bulletin also serves as a contribution to the historical record, so that in
the decades that follow, our children and our grandchildren will be able to look
back and see what was happening now, and what your community did about it.
With a strong, independent voice, the M&N Bulletin supports the communities of
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Christmas Hills, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Panton Hill,
St Andrews, Wattle Glen, Diamond Creek, Research, Eltham, Donvale, Doncaster,
East Doncaster, Lower Templestowe, Templestowe, Hurstbridge, and any suburb,
group, or community within our municipalities that needs a voice.

Warrandyte Diary and
Manningham & Nillumbik
Bulletin are member
publications of Community
Newspaper Association
of Victoria (CNAV). CNAV
is the peak body for
community, not-for-profit

newspapers in Victoria.

OUR PLACE
Manningham and Nillumbik form the gateway to the Yarra Valley, and is a place where
city meets country. The Yarra River and its tributaries sustained a thriving culture for
aeons, until the gold rush of the 1850s saw settlement stretch across the region.
The area soon became home to miners, orchardists and tradespeople, as well as
the artists who founded the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now the outer edge
of Melbourne, each township has developed its own character, but has much in
common with its neighbours. We all love the beauty of our natural environment, our
rich cultural life, and the achievements of our community members. The Manningham
& Nillumbik Bulletin is an expression of these values and the quest to uphold them.

ON WURUNDJERI LAND
The M&N Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where the
municipalities of Manningham and Nillumbik now stand, the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung
people of the Kulin nation, and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and
emerging — and acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people continue to play within our community, and seeks to tell their stories.
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ADVERTISING
M&N Bulletin is made by the community, for the community. It weaves a thread
through the rich tapestry of individuals, community groups, sports clubs, associations
and businesses that make Manningham and Nillumbik the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production costs and
associated expenses.
The rates listed below are for the M&N Bulletin only, for advertising in its sister
publication, the Warrandyte Diary contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our
website.
Full Page:
225 x 285mm $550 inc GST
Half Page:
225 x 145mm $357 inc GST
Quarter Page:
110 x 145mm vertical or
225 x 70mm horizontal
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Large Business Card:
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DISCLAIMER
Readers are advised that the Warrandyte
Diary and the Manningham & Nillumbik
Bulletin accept no responsibility for
financial, health or other claims published
in advertising in this newspaper.
Responsibility for election and referendum
comment in this issue is accepted by
James Poyner.

WARRANDYTE
for the community

by the community

Get involved in local news!
•
•
•

Reporters
Photographers
Proof readers

•
•
•

Cartoonists
Delivery
Learn layout

Local news is important. Help us get the word out to our community: paid
and volunteer opportunities available.
For more information, visit: info@warrandytediary.com.au
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Site for Community Hospital announced
BY SANDI MILLER
THE STATE Government has again bewildered the
community in its choice of a site for the Eltham Area
Community Hospital.
Minister for Health Martin Foley and Member for Eltham
Vicki Ward have announced that a government-owned
parcel of land at 405 Ryans Road, Diamond Creek, will
be home to the new multi-million-dollar facility.
While the new hospital will be a welcome asset to the
community, the selection process for the site has been
nothing short of contentious.
While many see a no-brainer option in the Nillumbik
Council’s preferred site, the former Council Offices in
Main Road Eltham, the government has dismissed the
option out of hand, first attempting to acquire land in
Apollo Park, at Civic Drive, Greensborough, much to the
dismay of residents.
With Council agreeing with the community and blocking
the land sale for Civic Drive in late 2021, the selection
committee has now returned with the announcement
of the Diamond Creek location.
Documents seen by M&N Bulletin obtained under FOI
by Friends of Apollo Parkway note that the Ryans Road
location was ranked eighth out of 12 potential sites,
scoring just 53 out of 100, whereas the Main Road site
scored 85.
There is concern already from the community regarding
the Ryans Road site’s lack of connection to public
transport and other township infrastructure, its
proximity to powerlines, that it sits across a wildlife
corridor, and provides a home to kangaroos and Gang
Gang Cockatoos.
When asked by M&N Bulletin if Council were supportive
of the announcement, a spokesperson for Nillumbik

Council said:
“The Eltham Area Community Hospital is a Victorian
Government project that is being undertaken by the
Victorian Health Building Authority.
Nillumbik Shire Council has not been involved in the
decision to locate the hospital in Diamond Creek.
We are still to gain a comprehensive understanding
of the proposal and its impacts and therefore cannot
comment further.
However, we will be advocating for the best possible
outcome for our local community as a result of the
proposed development including an efficient and
safe road network, and ensuring amenity impacts are
minimised.
Nillumbik Shire Council welcomes any boost to heath
care services in the north-east region that will benefit
our community.”
We asked Ms Ward about some of these concerns
expressed, she told us a number of sites were considered
against a broad criteria, with Ryans Road chosen after
meeting that criteria, including its location which is
close to a range of community facilities and links to
public transport.
“An ecological consultant will be undertaking a detailed
survey of the Ryans Road site to provide advice on
vegetation, wildlife and other ecological matters.
In response to questions about why the Main Road
considered, she said the old shire office site would
require moving the protected Shillinglaw Trees, as well
the sale of the kinder, memorial hall, and the senior
citizens hall.
“There is also no guarantee Nillumbik would sell the
site, as they refused to sell Apollo Parkways,” she said.
So it seems this is now a done deal.

To be operated by Austin Health, the Eltham area
Community Hospital (interim name) will be a public
hospital providing a range of day hospital and primary
health care services, including unplanned urgent care,
general medical and specialist appointments, day
surgery and chronic disease management — what Ms
Ward described as “a huge benefit for locals.”
She said the hospital’s strong links to specialists,
community health and social support services will
improve follow-up treatment and support for those
requiring complex care.
Ms Ward said the Ryans Road site is close to a range of
community facilities and services, including playgrounds,
schools, and sporting facilities, and is serviced by several
bus routes connecting to surrounding areas, including
Eltham Station Greensborough, Diamond Creek and
Hurstbridge.
“This location is a great outcome for our local community;
it’ll mean we’ll be able to get a number of everyday health
services close to home, without having to travel in traffic
to the Austin or Northern Health,” Ms Ward said.
The new hospital is one of 10 new community hospitals
in major growth areas, funded as part of a $675 million
investment by the Labor Government.
Once complete, the 10 community hospitals will be able
to treat at least 114,000 more urgent care patients and
55,000 dialysis treatments and enable more than 100,000
additional allied health sessions each year.
The Community Hospital Program will create an
estimated 1,900 jobs during planning and construction
and more than 1,000 healthcare jobs once completed.
Delivered by the Victorian Health Building Authority,
the designs for the community hospital will be released
later this year when construction begins.
The project is due for completion in late 2024.

Roadworks blitz closes Foote Street for six weeks
Image SUPPLIED

AS ROADWORKS on the Porter Street intersection of the
Fitzsimons Lane upgrade finish, Major Road Projects
Victoria (MRPV) has released information regarding the
next “three months’ work in six weeks” blitz.
From June 26, for approximately six weeks, construction
crews will focus on the Williamsons Road/Foote Street
intersection and close Foote Street in both directions
during that period.
The major roadworks at the Porter Street intersection were
completed four days ahead of schedule, with traffic lights
now in place of the former roundabout.
The Foote Street/Williamsons Road intersection will now
be “upgraded” in line with other works.
There will be significant diversions in place during the
blitz, and those travelling through the area can expect
the following:
• speed limit reduced to 40km/h with traffic
management through the area
• closures to the eastern and western leg of Foote
Street
• Hawtin Street will also be closed at Foote Street
• Serpells Road will be closed at Williamsons Road
• detours and significant delays.
MRPV once again suggests that those who travel this way
add 20 minutes to their journey.
Works will include extending turning lanes and “optimising
lane use to improve traffic flow through the intersection”.
Detour details
To cross Williamsons Road at Foote Street from the
Warrandyte direction:
• take Blackburn Road, Heidelberg-Warrandyte
Road and Porter Street to travel north to Eltham
• take Blackburn Road and King Street to travel
south to Doncaster or west to Heidelberg.

Map of detours

To cross Williamsons Road at Foote Street from the
Heidelberg direction:
• take Union, James and Anderson streets to travel
north to Eltham
• take Thompsons and Manningham roads to travel
east to Warrandyte or south to the city.
Heavy vehicles are being redirected along Doncaster
and Blackburn Roads.

Relocation of Porter Street west bus stop
During June 2022, the bus stop on Porter Street west will
be permanently relocated to the Porter Street eastern leg,
next to Water Tunnel Car Wash.
This is approximately 100m from the current bus stop
location.
New pedestrian crossings at the upgraded signalised
intersection will help travellers access the bus stop safely.
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Influenza on the rise this winter
BY JAMES POYNER

WHILE COVID-19 is still lurking in the community, the
post-lockdown winter of 2022 has communities dealing
with another virus.
The National Notifiable Disease Surveillance System
reported in May that there were over 65,775 cases of
Influenza (flu), which is more than double the cases
reported in May 2019 (30,372) before the Coronavirus
pandemic.
In 2019, Australia recorded a total of 313,085 laboratoryconfirmed flu cases, and month-on-month data had the
virus tracking high into early 2020 until March/April,
when there were 6,043 cases in March; this fell to 321
cases in April, as lockdown measures began to kick in.
With numbers in the hundreds, then mere dozens
month-on-month for the last two years, the country
is now experiencing a significant uptick in confirmed
cases, along with the possibility of “flurona” — the
unfortunate instance of having both COVID-19 and flu
at the same time.
So Victoria joined other states in providing free flu
vaccine for all, for the month of June.

After June 30, vulnerable groups will still be able to access
the vaccine for free, but anyone aged six and above who
has no underlying health conditions or is not considered
in a vulnerable group will have to pay for a flu vaccine.
Flu vaccines are available from GPs and pharmacies and
typically cost between $25 and $70, depending on the
vaccine you are eligible for.
At the announcement in late May, Victorian Minister
for Health Martin Foley encouraged all Victorians to get
vaccinated against Influenza.
“This will be the first time in two years that we will face a
real flu season — we need all Victorians to roll up their
sleeves and help protect their loved ones and our health
system by getting vaccinated.
“Victorians really took up the call to arms when it came
to COVID-19 vaccinations, and we know they can do it
again — so we’re removing as many barriers as possible
to help boost vaccine coverage,” he said.
The Government is also suggesting vulnerable groups get
a fourth “Winter Booster” against COVID-19, also noting
that it is possible to have your Influenza and COVID-19
vaccination at the same time.

Winter COVID-19 boosters are recommended for people
who are:
• 65 years or older
• a resident of an aged care or disability care facility
• severely immunocompromised
• Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander aged 50 years
and older
• Those aged 16-64 and with a medical condition
that increases the risk of severe COVID-19 illness
• those aged 16 to 64 with disability with
significant or complex health needs or multiple
comorbidities that have an increased risk of a poor
outcome.
Presently, the Winter Booster is not available for those
aged 16 – 64 who are not considered part of a vulnerable
group.
Anyone with cold and flu symptoms should test for
COVID-19 and remain at home until their symptoms
have resolved — regardless of whether it turns out to be
COVID-19 or flu.
People who test positive for COVID-19 must isolate for
seven days from the date of their result.

Creating accessible early childhood education
THE STATE Government recently announced a $9 billion
investment in early childhood education which promises
to benefit families with young children from 2023.
Over the next decade, the government plans to overhaul
early childhood education and care, saving families
money and helping women return to the workforce.
Childcare fees are crippling family budgets, with the
typical household spending up to 20 per cent of their
income to cover these ever-increasing costs.
The childcare system has been set up to work against
working families.
While more dads are staying at home with the kids than
ever before, mums still do the lion’s share of childcare.
Because federal childcare subsidies go down as
household income goes up, many families sit around
the kitchen table doing their sums and realise that taking
on extra days or hours at work doesn’t add up when
childcare costs are weighed against the extra wages.
Being a stay-at-home parent is a legitimate choice — but
it should be made based on what works for individual
families, not forced by the limitations of the childcare
system.
It is bad for mums and their families.
But, it is also bad for the community, as the economy
misses out on their skills and experience.
Lack of access to childcare takes almost 26,600 women
out of Victoria’s workforce at the cost of $1.5B per year
to the economy through loss of earnings.
To combat this, State Government is expanding its
Best Start, Best Life program to include making its

Photo: PIXABAY

government-funded three-year-old and four-year-old
Kinder programs free for everyone from 2023.
The government will also begin a decade-long process of
transforming four-year-old Kinder into Pre-Prep, which
will eventuate as a 30-hour a-week play-based learning
program delivered in Kinders and long-day care centres.
Data shows that 90 per cent of a child’s brain develops
before the age of five; early education has a profound
effect on the way children develop.
The state government aims to maximise early childhood
development through this initiative.
While families with children currently in or about to enter
Kinder will not benefit from the Pre-Prep program, from

2023, they will save around $2,500 per child/per year on
Kinder fees and potentially allow parents to re-enter the
workforce sooner.
At the announcement, Minister for Women Gabrielle
Williams said the initiative gives women more options
when it comes to family childcare decisions.
“Our childcare system isn’t working for women; it’s
holding them back.
“Affordable and accessible childcare is vital to giving
women more options — meaning they have more
economic power and driving gender equality across
every aspect of work and life,” Ms Williams said.

Solar and battery design, installation and maintenance
Solar Victoria authorised retailer CEC ACCREDITED SOLAR COMPANY
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Commuter parking increases
BY SANDI MILLER
PARKING IS set to be increased at some stations on the
Hurstbridge Line.
Eltham Station parking will increase by 90 spaces, car
parking capacity at Wattle Glen Station will double, with
60 more spaces, and an additional 100 parks are planned
for Greensborough.
At Eltham Station, the new and upgraded spaces will be
located within the western car park, extending parking
south within the current train maintenance yard, along
Youth Road and include a minor reconfiguration of the
existing eastern car park.
In a statement Member for Eltham Vicki Ward said:
“The Department of Transport (DoT) and Level Crossing
Removal Project (LXRP) have been in conversation
with Nillumbik Shire Council, community members,
members of the Eltham Community Action Group and
local stakeholders including the Eltham Girl Guides and
the Eltham Co-Op over many months.
This has led to a number of changes to the original design
proposed earlier last year.
Recognising the need to preserve as much of the tree
canopy in the area as possible, the design changes
include reducing tree removal, including protecting the
peppercorn and the eucalypt near Main Road.
Revegetation of the site will include over 3,000 plants
sourced from local nurseries, including Edendale.”
Eltham Community Action Group (ECAG) has been
calling for compromise on the development when it was
learnt that more than 40 mature trees would be lost to
the project, however the finalisation of the project has
been signed off without additional consultation from
the community.

It does appear though, that the new plans have saved
around a dozen mature trees.
ECAG representative, Carlotta Quinlan told M&N
Bulletin: that despite DoT and LXRP claiming to have
conducted broad community consultation, ECAG’s
involvement in the process has been limited.
“One rep of the group was involved in an initial brief
Zoom discussion with LXRP that involved a rep from
each, or most, of the local community groups located
along the railway line — that is the only contact we
have had.”
She said the group also gave a three-minute submission
at a Nillumbik Council meeting supporting Council’s
stance.
A Nillumbik Council spokesperson told M&N Bulletin:
“Council resolved in March to provide “in principle
support” to the Eltham commuter car park subject to a
number of conditions being met.
We understand the Victorian Government is meeting
these conditions which include retaining more canopy
vegetation through a reduction in the total number of car
parking spaces, minimising impacts to the Eltham Girl
Guides and Eltham Child Care Co-op, and providing
more formalised car parks on Council land along
Youth Road.
However, at the same meeting, Council reiterated that
the Wattle Glen commuter car park is inconsistent
with Council and State planning policy to protect
rural landscape, as well as the community feedback we
received on the Wattle Glen Public Realm Framework
Project.”
Member for Yan Yean Danielle Green said that at Wattle
Glen Station, the new and upgraded spaces will be built

within vacant land south of the station along Main
Hurstbridge Road and through a reconfiguration of the
existing car park.
“The project doubles the amount of parking available at
Wattle Glen Station, and the extra car parks and bicycle
facilities will provide more options for all members of the
community to get to and from the station.”
Minister for Public Transport Ben Carroll said commuters
will benefit from more bicycle parking, lighting and
CCTV for improved safety, and additional accessible
spaces at each station.
“Once the car parks are complete people driving to
Eltham and Wattle Glen stations will find it much easier
to connect to public transport.”
The project will also plant more than 10,000 new trees,
shrubs and grasses across the sites.
Member for Eltham Vicki Ward said car parking at our
stations is such an important issue for local commuters.
“Having these new additional car parks is a great win,
helping even more people to use our public transport”.
The new Wattle Glen car parks will open in late 2022,
with Eltham shortly following in early 2023.
Works are also continuing on the Hurstbridge Line
Duplication allowing more trains to run, more often.
The project includes the opening of two brand-new
stations at Greensborough and Montmorency, and
a new 100-space car park and bus interchange at
Greensborough Station to give people more options to
park, catch the train and connect with essential services.
Since 2014 almost 14,000 new and upgraded parking
spaces have been delivered at stations across the state,
and the Government is on track to deliver an additional
7,000 spaces.
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Community school gets new digs
BY SANDI MILLER
A TINY SCHOOL has been changing lives for almost 50
years, and it will now have the facilities it deserves after
an $18 million redevelopment is completed.
Croydon Community School opened as an “alternative
school” in the 1970s and has been catering to students
who do not fit — or do not want to fit — within the
mainstream system.
Having operated largely out of portable buildings at the
old Croydon Primary School site in Mt Dandenong Road,
it is now moving to a brand-new, purpose-built facility in
Croydon Road at the vacated Croydon High School site.
Principal Bronwyn Harcourt said the school’s student
population has been kept small.
“It was 23 when I started; it is 126 this year, but we had
deliberately reduced our numbers before moving to the
new site, but we’ve got about 73 this year alone on our
waiting list.
“And we get enquiries from Grade 4 families for Year 7
transitions and Year 11 kids who are struggling in the
mainstream.”
She said the Big Picture Learning model the school uses
is becoming more and more an option of choice.
Bronwyn said that Big Picture Learning allowed them to
engage with students based on their passions.
“When they are engrossed and loving a topic and are
able to explore it fully — students have followed passion
projects including a school-wide scale model of the
Tasmanian Rail system and a taxidermy project — the
learning and the confidence that is picked up along the
way — they learn how to learn,” she said.
Assistant Principal Kaye Bhan told M&N Bulletin that
the school is a public school, so it is open to accepting
all types of students and, in essence, is run like a gifted
program with student-directed learning.
She said if they attract only bright kids, “who are
wonderful to have, and we want them, but we want the
others who are at risk of falling through the gaps”.
Education Minister James Merlino and Member for
North East Metro Sonja Terpstra recently toured the
close-to-completed school.
Mr Merlino described the project as “really critical”.
“Every school project is important, but this is the last
stop for these kids, and if we can engage with them and
deliver them a pathway, we set them up for life,” he said.
The school redevelopment follows the ethos of the
school community, with the architects consulting with
the students to enable the school to be fit for purpose.
The new school offers townhall-style performance
space for the music faculty, which opens onto the main

Minister for Education James Merlino, Member for North East Metro Sonja Terpstra and student Marcus Joy

courtyard, with a creek running through the outdoor
areas, a multi-purpose outdoor court, stationary bikes
where students can add charge to the school’s power
supply, classrooms (called advisories) including Science,
Food Tech, Physical Education and Technology facilities,
there is even a wood-fired oven, computer lab, 3D
printing workshop, and a wellness centre with private
spaces for counselling or other medical interventions.
Bronwyn said the school also has an integration area for
students that are disengaged from the education system.
She said school staff can work one-on-one or even twoon-one with the students to build trust.
“Trust with young people who have none in adults
— and young people who are used to transactional
relationships.
“It is about them having a having a home here, where
they feel comfortable and welcomed.”
The integration area even has a separate entrance to the
main school so students can come and go on their terms.

A man-made creek runs through the outdoor space with a multi-purpose court and wood-fired oven.

Students were all able to participate in work experience
with the various trades during the construction.
One Year 12 student, Marcus Joy, had been on-again,
off-again with his school attendance but has become
engaged with his learning, and, Bronwyn says, “he shows
up every day, coffee in hand” and will graduate at the
end of the year.
Marcus stood out as part of his work placement with the
project’s landscaping team and has now been offered an
apprenticeship with the firm.
During his tour of the facility, Mr Merlino offered the
school community, the architect practice Crosier Scott
and building company McCorkell Constructions his
congratulations on the project.
“This is one of the best projects I’ve seen in my eight
years, so well done,” he said.
Students will say farewell to Mt Dandenong Road at
the end of Term 2 and move to the new campus at the
beginning of Term 3.

Principal Bronwyn Harcourt shows Mr Merlino around
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Council renames Civic Award
Doncare’s Doreen Stoves AM PSM JP honoured
MANNINGHAM Council says it is honoured to officially
rename the Manningham Civic Volunteer of the Year
Award in recognition of the late Doreen Stoves AM
PSM JP.
From 2022, the award will be named the Doreen Stoves
AM PSM JP Volunteer of the Year Award.
Manningham Mayor Michelle Kleinert said the award
recognises the outstanding voluntary contribution made
by an individual to the Manningham community.
“It highlights the sustained contribution of the quiet
achievers.
“They often work behind the scenes to build a stronger
and more caring society.
“We’d like to acknowledge Doreen’s significant
contributions to our community.
“Her name brings great meaning and honour to this
award.
“We hope to continue her legacy now and into the future
with this tribute,” said Cr Kleinert.
Doreen had a long association with Manningham
Council.
As the Chief Executive Officer of Doncare for 19 years
before her retirement, she was a formidable leader in
strengthening Manningham’s service system.
Doreen was passionate, committed and respected by all.
In addition to working with Doncare in Doncaster, she
worked for the Victorian Department of Health and
Human Services for 25 years, establishing strategic
partnerships to benefit communities.
She advocated for family, children, and social support
services.
She was awarded two Australian Honour Awards, a
member of the Order of Australia (AM) in 2013 and a
Public Service Medal (PSM) in 1995.
Thanks to Doreen’s leadership, Doncare remains a
powerful mechanism for promoting social inclusion
through volunteerism.
Under her leadership, the not-for-profit became
the largest community services organisation in
Manningham, providing family services, counselling,

emergency relief, case management and social support
for seniors.
Doreen made an enormous tangible contribution,
working passionately to implement a diverse range
of innovative programs to support the disadvantaged
members of the community.
Some of these services include the HOPS parenting
support program, Chinese Family Playgroups, and most
notably, Doncare’s Family Violence Prevention and
Recovery program.
The suite of clinical services includes therapeutic
support groups for women recovering from family
violence, specialist intake and referral as well as
specialist family violence counselling.
Together with Carmel O’Brien OAM, the iMatter
initiative was conceived in the prevention space and in
2004, the DAWN mentoring program was developed to
support women in recovery.
Doncare’s new CEO, Ellen Matusko, comes with a
strong track record of leadership in the not-for-profit
and health sectors, having worked closely with Doreen
in her role as CEO of Refuge Victoria (formerly known
as Safe Futures).
Doreen was the Chair of the Safe Futures Board.
“Doreen was an extraordinary woman who always put
the needs of others before that of herself.
“She was very proud of the volunteers at Doncare and
was always the first to acknowledge their valuable
contribution.
“Doreen was a wonderful mentor to many and always
led by example.
“Having a volunteer award named in her honour is an
accolade most befitting of Doreen and her contribution
to Doncare, Manningham and its volunteer community.”
Nominations are now open for the 2022 Civic Awards.
Anyone can nominate online at manningham.vic.gov.
au/manningham-civic-awards.
The awards will be announced and celebrated at the
annual Gala Ceremony on Wednesday, September 28,
2022.
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Rosie Batty with Doreen Stoves at Blush Ball 2016

Pettys Reserve Family Fun Day
MANNINGHAM Council is inviting community
members to celebrate the re-opening of Pettys Reserve
on Saturday, June 25, 2022.
Stage 2 of the redevelopment of Pettys Reserve is now
complete.
This major upgrade includes the construction of two
purpose-built, full-size, floodlit, synthetic soccer
pitches, a pavilion with a spectator area, public toilets
and an asphalt car park.
A family fun day will be held to celebrate this
achievement and to encourage residents to return to
the well-utilised reserve.
The free family event includes:
• Sausage sizzle
• Face painting
• Temporary tattoos
• Roving entertainment
• NPL2 game — Manningham United Blues FC vs
Werribee City FC
• Children’s all abilities session hosted by Macedon
Blues United FC
• Soccer personalities, soccer games and more
Manningham Mayor, Cr Michelle Kleinert said the new
sporting facilities at Pettys Reserve provide better sports
and recreational opportunities for residents.
“This project is a great example of Council’s commitment
to improving the health and wellbeing of our community
members.”
“We thank everyone for their patience during the
delivery of this project — I hope that many of you can
join us at our official opening celebration.”
Additional improvements will be made at Pettys Reserve
over the next 12 months, including the installation of a

new playspace.
This project has been delivered by Manningham Council
in partnership with the Victorian Government.
Total cost of the projects was over $10.7 million to
include additional works to the car park area and
landscaping with Manningham Council funding
$9.9 million and the Victorian State Government
contributing $800,000.

Event Details
Pettys Reserve Family Fun Day
Date: Saturday, June 25 2022
Time: 11am–2pm
Location: Pettys Reserve, corner Reynolds and Smiths
Road, Templestowe.
For more information, visit manningham.vic.gov.au/
pettys-reserve-family-fun-day

Photo: MANNINGHAM COUNCIL

One of the new synthetic pitches
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Smoke alarms: a bedroom essential
Photo: PIXABAY

ACCORDING to data from Country Fire Authority (CFA)
and Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV), more than 70 per cent
of fatal house fires start in either the bedroom or other
living areas.
They tend to occur between 9pm and 6am — when
people are asleep.
This has prompted fire agencies to encourage all
Victorians to install fire alarms in all bedrooms, living
areas and hallways.
Fire agencies launched their latest campaign, A Bedroom
Essential, on June 6, in Middle Park, on the site of Ron
Burggraf and Teresa Kuczynska’s house, which was
destroyed by a house fire in November 2021.
Luckily, Ron and Teresa escaped the blaze; Ron was at
the launch event to tell their story.
“My partner and I went to bed as usual, and at about
1am, I was woken by a smoke alarm in our upstairs gym
sounding.
“I went to investigate and found the gym filled with
smoke.
“When I opened the nearby roof space, I was confronted
by a massive fireball.
“There was nothing I could do other than waking my wife,
who was still fast asleep in our bedroom and getting us
out,” he said.
While Ron and Teresa’s smoke alarms met legal
requirements, their experience is an example of why
firefighters call on the community to install additional
smoke alarms in all sleeping areas, ensuring that early
warning is provided during a fire.
“I was lucky to be woken by the faint sound because the
smoke alarm was upstairs.
“The fire brigade was on-scene in around five minutes,
but I shudder to think what would have happened to us
if the smoke alarm had not woken me up because the
fire spread quickly through the roof space, which was in
line with our bedroom.

“When we rebuild, we will install smoke alarms in every
bedroom, living room and hallway.”
Ron said he checked their smoke alarms and changed
the batteries annually, which proved lifesaving.
“It was a horrific experience and one that stays with you
long after the fire has been extinguished.
“But thankfully, we’re alive today because our working
smoke alarms woke me.”
Smoke alarms cost around $25 for the most basic model,
with more expensive models including communication
and control via your smartphone.
CFA Acting Chief Officer Garry Cook said Victorian
firefighters recommend that smoke alarms be installed
in every bedroom, living area, and hallway.
“People lose their sense of smell when sleeping, and the
carbon monoxide in smoke will put you into a deeper
sleep,” said A/CO Cook.
“Without a working smoke alarm in bedrooms and living
areas, you may not wake up.

“Regardless of what type of smoke alarm is installed,
all units should be tested monthly and replaced every
10 years.
“It takes just a few moments to test if your smoke alarm
is in working order, but those few moments could save
your life.”
Fire Rescue Victoria Deputy Commissioner Michelle
Young said you are far more likely to die or be seriously
injured if a fire starts in your bedroom or living area
when you are asleep.
“Within just 60 seconds, a fire can quickly take hold,
giving off toxic smoke and spreading rapidly,” Deputy
Commissioner Young said.
“Having smoke alarms installed in all bedrooms,
hallways and living areas are your best line of defence,
alerting you promptly and buying you and your family
precious time to escape.”
Visit cfa.vic.gov.au or frv.vic.gov.au for the latest
information about smoke alarms.

Bushfire survival for the whole family
BY JAMES POYNER
WET WEATHER and cold days and nights probably
means bushfire preparation is the last thing on your
mind at the moment.
National Council for Fire and Emergency Services,
AFAC, has released its Bushfire Seasonal Outlook:
Winter and says the practically non-existent fire seasons
experienced over the last few years in the leafy outer edge
of Melbourne, and the continued wet weather, indicate
the extra moisture will “increase grass and fuel as we
move into spring and summer”.
This added fuel growth will be a major factor in next
season’s fire behaviour.
Knowledge is an important tool in your bushfire
awareness kit; it helps us all make rational, informed
decisions and increases our chances of preventing
unnecessary death and reducing the risk of catastrophic
property damage — where possible.
Since 2020, Bushfire Resilience Inc. (BRI) has been
hosting free webinars led by experts and industry
professionals covering topics around preparing for and
reacting to Bushfire.
BRI has announced it will be back in 2022 with five more
webinars to help communities at risk of bushfire prepare
for the 2022/23 fire season.
2022 webinars
The 2022 webinar series will be held from July to
September and take place on Wednesday evenings,
starting at 7:30pm; topics this year are:
• July 20: Horses and bushfire — what do we know?
• August 10: Your vegetation — what you need to know

Photo: PIXABAY

• August 24: Your last resort options
• September 7: Why get kids involved in the family
bushfire plan
• September 21: Understand your bushfire risk
To register for this year’s webinars and read profiles
about the presenters, visit bushfireresilience.org.au.
A wealth of information
Over the past two years, BRI webinars have covered
various topics, including; preparing your property for
fire, insurance and emotional preparation.
BRI has uploaded all 10 previously published webinars
to the Resource Hub on its website as well as some

“bitesize” topics, which are extracted from previous
webinars, covering key bushfire areas such as bushfire
behaviour, the 10/30 10/50 rules, BAL, and much more.
Put it in your calendar
These webinars may provide a helpful refresher for those
who live in bushfire-prone areas.
If you are new to the greener fringes of Melbourne
or tend to spend your summers away from the urban
sprawl, walking the bushland reserves of the Green
Wedge or spending lazy days in the river at Laughing
Waters, Warrandyte or Mt Lofty, then these webinars are
essential in helping you understand the risks associated
with living and playing in this area.
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Council endorses new DAMP

BY JAMES POYNER

IT HAS BEEN more than one year since Manningham
Council requested community feedback on the 2022–
2025 Domestic Animal Management Plan (DAMP).
The DAMP is a piece of local government legislation
which is required to be reviewed and renewed/updated
every four years and is the framework in which council
manages all things cats and dogs.
Every municipality in Victoria is required to pass a new
DAMP; Nillumbik Shire Council already approved their
2021-2025 DAMP at their November 2021 Ordinary
Council Meeting.
Manningham Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert said that
pets are a valued part of life for many of Manningham’s
residents.
“There are over 13,000 registered pet dogs and cats in
Manningham.
“This plan focuses on responsible pet ownership and
will help keep pets in our community happier and
healthier,” she said.
The plan incorporates feedback from the community
concerning cat and dog welfare protection.
It also seeks to improve the amenity and safety of the
community.
Key priorities of the plan that address issues and
suggestions identified by the community during the
consultation period include:
• Dogs off lead/not under control
• Dog waste
• Dog barking
• Wandering cats
In addressing this, Council has said it will work with
its waste management team to ensure there are

enough dog waste bins in popular dog walking areas
and, significantly for dog owners in Yarra Ward, is
investigating creating fenced, off lead dog areas “east of
Mullum Mullum Creek”.
Cat curfew
Manningham Council is also developing and plans to
implement a trial 24-hour cat curfew in 2023.
In 2019/20, there were 154 complaints to council about
cat trespass/stray, which was a significant increase from
previous years, with data collected in 2016/17 noting the
figure was only 62.
While many will welcome the program, during the
May Ordinary Council Meeting, in which the new
DAMP was passed, there were several questions during
public question time scrutinising Council’s methods of
collecting data for the DAMP, specifically to do with data
received from cat owners.
Questions from the gallery criticised Council’s
community consultation on the draft DAMP.
They asked how Council could propose a 24-hour cat
curfew when the response from cat owners was so
proportionately low.
Council Officers responded to these questions with
statistics and the advice that as the Cat Curfew program
is a pilot scheme to be implemented in 2023, there would
be opportunities for further community consultation
on how the cat curfew is implemented and managed.
With a number of the new initiatives in the Manningham
DAMP about to enter a period of consultation and
development before implementation in 2023 and
beyond, the Bulletin will have more to report about the
new DAMP in the coming months.

Photo: PIXABAY

Gallery
Presents
Up Kangaroo Ground Way

Pauline Cross

Landscape Impressionist: Watercolours

NOW EXHIBITING FOR A LIMITED TIME
Also in the SP Gallery

Russell Danby: Landscape Realist: Watercolours – until June 24
David Adam: Exquisite bird photographer
Lynne Muir: Calligrapher extraordinaire
Ross Buchan: Magniﬁcent Red Gum tables

22

Commercial Place, ELTHAM. 3095. Above Eltham Bookshop, enter from Town Square.
0409 0887 72 www.streamlinepublishing.com.au. info@streamlinepublishing.com.au
Hours: Wed–Sat 11am-4pm, every second and fourth Sunday of the month 1pm-4pm. Also by appointment.

M&N BULLETIN

10

JUNE 2022

MAYORAL REPORT

CR MICHELLE KLEINERT
IT’S BEEN AN exciting month here in Manningham, with
lots happening as we continue our advocacy to the State
Government to get a headspace youth mental health
service in Manningham.
While we welcome the recent Commonwealth
Government commitment of $1 million a year for
four years for a headspace service in the Menzies/
Chisholm area, we want this service to be based here
in Manningham.
Our young people need mental health support, and they
need it to be easily accessible.
Demand for youth mental health services has increased
by 48 per cent in the past year, and suicide is the leading
cause of death for our 15 to 24-year-olds.
This crisis has gone on long enough, and we need to
respond as a community to call for a local headspace.
We’ve had a great response from our young people, their
parents and the community, who have all been involved
in raising awareness of the mental health crisis that our
youth are facing.
As part of our #manninghamneedsheadspace advocacy
campaign, there have been information stalls around
Manningham with some fun games, prizes and freebies.

Artist’s impression

You’ve shared your stories and experiences with us.
We’ll be taking that data directly back to the Government
as we advocate for Manningham to get a headspace
service.
You can still get involved — join us for our Donut Day
info stall at Westfield Doncaster on Friday, June 24, from
2pm to 7pm.
Please share your thoughts with us for a free doughnut!
You’ll also find us at Bunnings Doncaster from 11am to
2pm on Tuesday, June 28, in the foyer at MC Square from
3pm to 5pm on Wednesday, June 29 or at the Warrandyte
Market from 8am to 1pm on Saturday, July 2.
Stay up to date at yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
youth-mental-health.
Budget
Our 2022/23 Budget and 10-Year Financial Plan 2022/23
to 2031/32 will be going to Council for adoption at our
June Council Meeting.
Thank you to those who took the time to provide

feedback on the draft Budget; we’ve heard your thoughts,
and the final documents will do a great job setting us up
for the future.
Pettys Reserve
Come along and join us for a free family fun day to
celebrate the completion of major works at Pettys
Reserve in Templestowe.
Happening on Saturday, June 25, from 11am to 2pm;
there will be a sausage sizzle, face painting, temporary
tattoos and roving entertainment.
You can watch an NPL2 game between Manningham
United Blues FC vs Werribee City FC and join in a
children’s all abilities session hosted by Macedon Blues
United FC.
The upgrade works included the construction of
purpose-built, full-size, floodlit, synthetic soccer pitches,
a pavilion, a spectator area and a new asphalt car park.
Come along and check them out.
Warm regards.
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CR FRANCES EYRE
IT’S CERTAINLY been a cold start to winter, I hope you
have been keeping warm.
Reconciliation
I was honoured to start the month by joining our flag
raising ceremony for National Reconciliation Week.
Fortunately, the sun was shining throughout the event
which included a Welcome to Country by Wurundjeri
Elder Uncle Ian Hunter and a fantastic performance by
Indigenous musicians Ganga Giri and Michelle MToneZ.
For the first time, both the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander flags were able to be raised together, as well as
the Australian and Progress Pride flags, after we recently
installed an additional two new flagpoles outside the
Civic Centre.
Council has a crucial role to play in reconciliation and
I’m pleased we’re continuing to take important steps on
this journey which includes the development of our new
Reconciliation Action Plan.
COVID-19 Recovery
As part of my role with the Local Government Mayoral
Advisory Panel, I recently presented to Minister Shaun
Leane and the other member councils about how

Nillumbik Flag Raising Ceremony

Nillumbik is supporting our community, including
our young people, in the recovery from COVID-19,
particularly in relation to mental health and wellbeing.
One of the panel’s key focus areas this year is COVID-19
recovery and it was great to share some the fantastic relief
and recovery initiatives, many of them community led,
that have been happening across the Shire.
Budget
At our last Council meeting, we endorsed our Budget
for 2022-23.

JUNE 2022
It’s a responsible budget with no new borrowings and
rates capped at 1.75 per cent.
It will fund many positive initiatives for our community
including an extensive capital works program and the
implementation of our Climate Action Plan.
There is an increase in the domestic waste service
charge — necessary in order to fund the rehabilitation
of the former Kangaroo Ground landfill site, as well as
the continued rises in waste and recycling disposal costs.
Planning
We’ve completed our draft Municipal Planning Strategy,
which will sit at the front of the Nillumbik Planning
Scheme.
This is now available for community feedback and if local
planning matters are important to you, I really encourage
you to take a look and tell us what you think.
For more information, go to nillumbik.vic.gov.au/mps
Still on planning, we’ve had more than 300 written
submissions as part of the first round of consultation
for our new Neighbourhood Character Strategy and last
week community members spoke to us at the Planning
and Consultation Committee Meeting.
Thanks to everyone who has provided feedback, which
will be important in the preparation of the draft strategy,
which will go out for further community consultation in
coming months.
Stay up to date at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/neighbourhoodcharacter-strategy
Holidays
Finally, for those of you with kids, the school holidays
are almost here.
Some of you will be lucky enough to escape to warmer
places.
For those staying at home and are needing to keep the
kids, including teens, busy, check out some of the great
activities we have organised across the Shire.
Go to nillumbik.vic.gov.au/school-holidays for more
information.

M&N BULLETIN

JUNE 2022

12

The synergy of The Marks of Time
BY LISA MALE-ROBERTSON
THERE IS SOMETHING delightful about interviewing two
artists independently, involved in an exhibition whose
work and style of collaboration are so complementary
of one another.
I spoke to both these artists regarding an up-and-coming
exhibition at the famous and fabulous Montsalvat in
Eltham called Marks of Time.
Ros Muston and Kathryn Shearer are both printmakers
who produce their art at Baldessin Studio in St Andrews
and have found great inspiration in working together to
conceive an exciting new show.
George Baldessin built the blue stone studio in the 1970s,
and although it’s not a gallery space, it has been a very
inspirational studio for local and international artists
for over 21 years.
When I spoke to Kathryn, I asked her if she engaged in
any other artistic practice.
She remarked her creative training was in Graphic Art
and she enjoys exploring the processes of ceramics and
illustration.

She relishes the moments in printmaking when the
unexpected happens, despite the structure of the
preliminary planning and process.
Like a ceramicist, she is not able to completely predict
the nuances of the printing plate when “pulling” the first
print from the press.
She is always open to the joy of that.
When I asked her about her process, she replied: “When
I start out with something, it isn’t always what I expected
it to be”.
The printmaking process, to some extent, develops a
life of its own.
She has a pragmatic, commonality, and process of joy.
The mountains have always been a source of inspiration
where she spends her time and returns to the studio to
create her art.
Ros Muston started with the Baldessin Studio in 2016.
An artist who has worked in oil painting and ceramics,
she has also been a teacher of biology and ecology and
feels that her interest in science marries well with the
artistic approach to her printmaking.
The main similarity with science is her printmaking

Deep Diver by Ros Muston

Daily Walk by Ros Muston

Folded Landscape by Kathryn Shearer

approach “Observe, Assess and thus Resolution”.
As in, “draw it”!
When Ros is processing a print, she uses copper or zinc
plates, saying “It is not a random process or a simple
recipe for me but a science”.
When asked if she just did wall prints, she said ‘no’ and
described to me using extracts from her prints to create
a light box similar to those used for a theatrical stage.
It is a three-dimensional multi-printed/panelled artist
book that when you look into it you can see the image
in a three-dimensional format!
Very clever!
She also mentioned that she enjoys pushing the
boundaries of printmaking.
The Exhibition at Montsalvat shows the artistic
partnership of two internationally recognised art/studio
spaces marvellously and is a beautiful mark of time.
Marks of Time is at Montsalvat from June 16 to July 10.
Opening hours are 10am–4pm.
Opening Celebration is on June 19 at 2:30pm
Montsalvat is at 7 Hillcrest Avenue Eltham
More information: montsalvat.com.au

Gaia by Kathryn Shearer

Betelgeuse by Kathryn Shearer
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Repair Cafés keep things running
BY CARLI LANGE
SINCE MID-2019, the Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute
and Arts Association (WMI&AA) has run the Warrandyte
Repair Café at the Mechanics’ Hall for two hours on the
first Sunday of each month.
Various volunteer repair experts (called our lovely
“fixers”) are available to help make all possible repairs
free of charge.
Tools and materials will also be on hand.
People visiting the Repair Café will bring along their
broken items from home.
Toasters, lamps, hair dryers, clothes, bikes, toys,
crockery... anything that is broken is welcome.
Many things can be fixed there and then, but sometimes
a part is needed, and nothing can be done until the part
has been sourced.
But, not everything can be fixed, and the team is available
to offer advice and alternatives when these situations
arise.
The Warrandyte Repair Café has about 15 fixers, and they
welcome new ones as well.
While it takes a village to raise a child — as the saying
goes — it takes a town to fix a broken gadget, gizmo,
blouse, or brooch.
The best way to see how it works is to come down and
see it in operation and talk to the wonderful volunteer
repair experts, something I discovered on a recent visit
to the Repair Café to get my leather bag mended.
As soon as I walked through the door of the Warrandyte
Mechanics’ Hall, I was greeted with warmth,
professionalism, and friendly faces.
At the front desk, I filled in a form; detailing the item I
brought for repair.
Then, I was given a number and category allocation —
“Number 7, Garments” — not appliances, electrical,
wood/metal, or miscellaneous.
Next, I was offered home-baked goodies and a coffee or
tea while I waited.
The atmosphere was kind, generous and buzzing with
fixing — a rhythmic clicking of sewing machines and the
click, clatter, clunk of tools.
It was an emotionally uplifting and gratifying experience.
Warrandyte Repair Café director David Tynan spoke with
me about the goals of the Repair Café.
“By promoting repairs, the Warrandyte Repair Café helps
reduce mountains of waste.
“This is absolutely necessary as we throw away piles of
stuff in Australia.
“Even things which practically have nothing wrong
with them and which could easily be used again after
a simple repair.”
Unfortunately, with our throw-away culture, many
people have forgotten that many things can be repaired
instead of replaced.
Repair Cafés want to change all that.
But it’s not just about repairing broken things, Repair
Cafés bring communities together and encourage
people to connect through conversation about fixing
something precious or practical and learn something
about one another.
“If you repair a bike, a mower or a pair of trousers
together with a previously unfamiliar neighbour, you

A community of fixers

look at that person in a different light the next time you
run into them on the street,” says David.
“Jointly making repairs can lead to pleasant contacts in
the neighbourhood.”
There are also significant financial and environmental
benefits, saving you money — as often a minor repair is
cheaper than repurchasing the whole item brand new
— and it reduces waste.
“But above all”, concluded David: “Warrandyte Repair
Café just wants to show how much fun repairing things
can be and how easy it often is.”
What a wonderful service!
Next month, I look forward to visiting again to collect
my repaired leather handbag and congratulate all the
Warrandyte expert fixers for their serving hearts and
welcoming presence.
The phenomenon of the Repair Café is global, but there
are several options locally.
Nillumbik
THE NEWEST addition to the circular economy, The
Nillumbik Repair Café, started in February this year.
Organisers Rosie Morgan and Jules Jay met through
Nillumbik Shire Council’s ‘Placeshapers’’ and “Women’s
Community Leadership and Connections” programs.
Rosie told the M&N Bulletin the Repair Cafe events
have a very positive atmosphere that both “fixers” and
“fixees” enjoy.
“We see people returning each month with new items
that require fixing, and we can see that a little community
is building around the Repair Café events.”
She said they have volunteers come from as far away as
Greensborough to help at the Repair Café which is based
at the Hurstbridge Hub.

“On our first event, a skilled retired electrician came for
a look, and then rushed home to get his tools so he could
start volunteering straight away!
Rosie said on average 30 items are fixed each event.
“When an item can’t be fixed people often feel reassured
that they aren’t disposing of something that could have
been repaired.”
She said there have already been some interesting items
brought in for repair.
“We’ve had an avid Dr Who fan bring in a toy Tardis and
she came back the following month with a Dalek — it’s
always wonderful to see items that hold sentimental
value to people.”
Electrical items and small appliances are the most
popular area requiring repairs so the Repair Café would
welcome more volunteers with skills to repair these
items.
“We always welcome new volunteers to join the
Nillumbik Repair Café,” she said.
Get along
Locally, Repair Cafés have been established in
Warrandyte, Ringwood, and Hurstbridge; for your
convenience, their locations and operating hours are:
Warrandyte Repair Café
186 Yarra Street, 3113
First Sunday of the month, 10:30am–12:30pm
Ringwood Repair Café
30–32 Station Street, 3134
Third Saturday of the month, 2pm–4pm
Nillumbik Repair Café
50 Graysharps Road, 3099
Second Saturday of the month, 9:30am–12:30pm

Turning community voices into art
ELTHAM ARTIST Aiv Puglielli will release his latest
sound artwork, Sculptured Voices, on Friday, June 24.
Aiv told M&N Bulletin that sound has always informed
and carried his practice as a storyteller, working as a
composer, voice artist and producer.
He approaches the production of sound and music
more broadly from the lens of the human voice, as a
connection to sense memory and personal humanity
— he describes remembering the way an idea or event
has affected him often by a recollection of how it felt in
his throat or chest.
He envelopes pockets of local environments and lived
experiences as source material in creative projects.
This latest piece examines our post-pandemic embrace
of digital infrastructure by mass collating individual

voices direct from the devices of Nillumbik residents
over virtual channels into a conceptual composition.
Aiv acquired funding for this project through the
Nillumbik Artists in Own Residence Program.
Other beneficiaries of the grant program include artist
Tori Swedosh, who exhibited a collection of works
entitled Can You See The Beauty In It?, which was an
early installation in the NaNY Gallery program, which
is frequently featured in M&N Bulletin.
Aiv’s piece is a community-responsive piece composed
of the voices of the residents of Nillumbik.
In early 2021, online posts invited thousands of
individuals to submit short voice recordings to form
a long-form sonic experience, totalling around 20
minutes.

The resulting work sculpts and tempers voices as if they
were paint or clay; each submission recounts stories
of the COVID era and observations of the spaces we
inhabit.
Visual artwork featured in the release is a commissioned
painting by expat Sebastian Haquin, who now works in
a site-specific practice from Rotterdam (Netherlands).
Both Aiv and Sebastian are alumni of Eltham High
School, known for its contributions to local creative
heritage.
Sculptured Voices will be available on Bandcamp from
Friday, June 24, via aivpuglielli.bandcamp.com/
releases or search the Bandcamp app for “Sculptured
Voices”.
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Uniting for National Reconciliation Week
BY CLAIRE BOUGHEY
CHILDREN AT The Learning Sanctuary Park Orchards
invited members of the Mullum Mullum Indigenous
Gathering Place to join them for a special morning tea
and cultural discussion for National Reconciliation Week
(May 27–June 3).
Community Practice Leader Lauren Ward said
reconciliation practices are embedded in the curriculum
and everyday learning experiences at the centre.
“We teach all our children the importance of inclusion,
kindness, and being mindful of other people’s emotions
and cultural beliefs.
“The kinder room performs an Acknowledgement of
Country every morning; we have a community garden
where we can pay our respects to country and also
explore the significance of different cultural practices
or historical events in age-appropriate ways,” she said.
As part of National Reconciliation Week, the kinder room
invited members of the Mullum Mullum Indigenous
Gathering Place to their VACCA (Victorian Aboriginal
Child Care Agency) Morning Tea of Culture.
The children performed an Acknowledgement of
Country, Wominjeka to welcome their guests and
Inanay Capuana, a Yorta Yorta lullaby about chasing a
goanna away.
The children also prepared bush treats using wattle seed
and lemon myrtle, which were enjoyed as children,
educators, and guests shared their knowledge of culture
and history.
“These practices are highly engaging for the children
and provide rich platforms for meaningful discussions
around Aboriginal culture, but also about accepting all
cultural practices,” said Ms Ward.
Emily Mancell, a youth worker trainee at Mullum

New Indigenous mural in The Learning Sanctuary Park Orchards Community Garden

Mullum Indigenous Gathering Place, said she was
grateful to connect with the children and share her
knowledge.
“National Reconciliation Week is about bringing
everyone together, recognising our country’s history,
and moving forward together.
“Our younger youth are our future leaders, so they must
understand the importance of our First Nation’s people
and culture.
“I would like to thank The Learning Sanctuary Park
Orchards for learning the importance of our culture and
building a relationship with us to ensure they keep their
centre culturally safe for our young Indigenous children
and their families,” she said.
The Learning Sanctuary is part of the G8 Education
network, one of Australia’s largest providers of early
childhood education and care, focused on its purpose
of creating the foundations for learning for life.

G8’s Head of Early Learning and Education, Ali Evans,
said educators are supported and encouraged to partner
with elders in their community, like Park Orchards have
to support their reconciliation understandings and
journeys.
“Reconciliation is about all of us.
“It is about acknowledging the past and working together
to create a more united equitable Australia, which
is why it is so important for centres to partner with
their community in deepening their knowledge and
understandings to guide their teaching and learning,”
said Ms Evans.
Ms Ward remarked that events like this are important
in making the centre feel like a welcoming place for all.
“We want to ensure our centre is a welcoming, safe and
supportive environment for all children and families.
“Our ongoing relationship with Mullum Mullum
Indigenous Gathering Place is helping us fulfil this goal.”
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Friendship, fellowship and fun — the Probus way

BY BRIAN BARCLAY
ARE YOU OVER 55, retired, lonely, or just looking to add
a new, exciting, and entertaining dimension to your life?
Probus may have just the answer for you.
So, what is Probus?
Rotary initiated Probus in the UK in 1966, and it spread
first in New Zealand in 1974 and then to Australia in 1976.
Today, this extremely popular club numbers many
thousands.
Supported by Rotary Club International, Probus
clubs operate individually throughout suburban and
rural areas all over Australia, providing membership
opportunities for all.
Probus’ motto is to provide friendship, fellowship, and
fun to its members as a non-profit organisation governed
under a constitution.
I am currently President of the Manningham Combined
Probus club.
Its members meet every fourth Tuesday of the month at
the Pathway Church, Thompsons Road, Templestowe
Lower.
Monthly meetings include a morning tea, at which a
range of books, games and jigsaw puzzles are available
for selection together with our own garden Guru, Ken

(pictured), as well as guest speakers covering various
topics.
After the meeting, there is an opportunity to join other
members for lunch at a local restaurant.
There is no shortage of activities with outings, functions,
dinners and tours; there is something to suit all tastes.
For the active, fit, and healthy, there is a weekly walking
group with walks over a wide range of different locations
and trails, followed by coffee at a local café; or perhaps
a game of mahjong is more to your liking?
There are options to attend the club’s well-supported,
fortnightly lunch or evening dinner, as well as
opportunities to connect with new friends in smaller
gatherings at one of the many cafés or hotels in the
Manningham area.
Among the other attractions arranged by our various
committees are summer barbecues, movies, theatre
productions, and day trips with at least one annual
trip away chosen by members from several presented
options.
Manningham Combined is a medium-sized Probus
club with over 60 members and, as the title “combined”
suggests, consists of both men and women.
The club endeavours to ensure all are proportionately
represented in its activities, with new suggestions always
accepted and considered.
If you feel all this sounds right for you and would like
to visit us, you are most welcome to come along and,
if you want, even bring a friend or two to sample our
hospitality.
To learn more, please contact me on 0402 470 643 or
Diane Rowe on 0403 347 611.
A wonderful new experience to brighten your life could
be just a phone call away.
So what are you waiting for?
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IF YOU WENT down to Eltham Lower Park on the
Queen’s Birthday weekend, you would have been in for
a big surprise.
Diamond Valley Railway was running its famous Teddy
Bears’ Picnic.
The miniature railway is run by a team of volunteers, and
on June 12 and 13 had some help from Paddington, Pooh
and friends to brighten even the most overcast winter
days for local kids.
The gates were thrown open for bears to picnic along the
lineside, and for passengers to bring their favourite soft
toy for a journey along the 2km long railway.
Indeed, thousands of passengers travelled during the
weekend despite the rain on Sunday and the chilling
winter temperatures which descended upon Melbourne
over the weekend.
The event has run since 2013, however, occurred virtually
in 2020 and was cancelled in 2021 on account of COVID.
This year’s event was the first on-site since the pandemic
commenced.
Operating in Eltham since 1961, Diamond Valley Railway
provides ample opportunity to ride the rails; the Railway
runs every Sunday 11am-5pm, Wednesdays during the
school holidays (except in December) and select public
holidays between 1pm–4pm.
Trains run to demand continuously throughout the day.
The Ticket Office opens approximately 15 minutes before
the advertised start time and closes 10 minutes before
the advertised closing time.
Tickets are $4 per ride, kids under 2 (and teddies) ride
free.
Special events include an annual Community Night Run,
when the railway operates for 12 continuous hours, with
proceeds going to charity.
Over the last 30 years, the railway has given almost
$250,000 to local community charities.
The next night run is scheduled for March 2023.
On all weekends, the Railway holds many quaint
features: the miniature engines are a variety of types,
including some real steam engines which run on coal
and water; there are miniature buildings; the signals are
modelled on Victorian Railways prototypes; there are
level crossings where pedestrians wait for the miniature
trains to rattle past; and, of course, there are spectacular
tunnels and bridges.
If you want to get involved, the group is always on the
lookout for volunteers, including in the workshop,
around the station, as a train guard, train driver, signal
operator, track maintenance, vehicle restoration and
more.
Volunteering is a great way to support this non-profit
attraction, and you could pick up some useful skills
along the way.
It is a wonderful community from all ages and walks
of life, all of whom share a passion for this unique
Melbourne attraction and preservation of railway
tradition.
For more information visit www.dvr.com.au

DAWSONS
TREE SERVICES

safety first
A family business with over 40 years experience
• Large Tree Specialists
• Hedge Trimming Experts
From
• Stump Grinding
• Mulch Available
$100
• FREE Quotes
• Consulting Arborist
$20 million insurance
No Fuss No Mess No Stress
9720 5111

Retired or
Semi-retired?
Interested in luncheons, theatre,
dine-outs,movies, walking, tours,
outings, happy hour and a half,
mah-jong, or coﬀee, cake and
conversation?

Join the Combined Probus Club of Manningham

Where: Pathway Church facilities, Thompsons Rd, Templestowe Lwr.
When: 4th Tuesday of every month at 10 am.
For more info: Please call 0403 347 611.
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Bird-friendly rodent control
UNWELCOME visits from rats or mice can make us reach
straight for the rodent bait.
While we ensure baits are out of reach of children, pets
and other animals, we rarely think about where rodents
go after eating the bait.
In fact, we probably try and think about it as little as
possible.
The most commonly used rodent poisons are anticoagulant
rodenticides (ARs).
These act as blood thinners, so rats and mice can consume
a lethal dose but not feel sick until later.
Newer ARs, called second-generation anticoagulant
rodenticides (SGARs), are powerful enough that a single
feed can be lethal.
But, because of the time lag between taking the bait and
feeling the effects, rodents can consume a more-thanlethal dose and still be wandering around — like walking
time bombs.
Predators that naturally eat rodents, like owls and other
birds of prey, can then easily consume multiple poisoned
rodents, eventually becoming poisoned.
SGARs don’t break down quickly — some can stay in
tissues and organs for months, even years.
Unfortunately, this makes it easier for these bigger animals
to get a lethal dose of toxins.
When we decide to use rodent baits around our homes
and workplaces, our choices can have a serious impact
on the native wildlife around us.
But we can make better choices.
The evidence against SGARs
The link between SGARs and Australian birds was
found when researching declining Southern boobook
populations.
Almost 73 per cent of samples tested from boobooks in
southwest WA had detectable exposure to ARs.
Of even greater concern, about 18 per cent of all the
boobooks tested had levels of exposure that were high
enough to kill them directly.
Almost all the toxins were identified as SGARs.
These were found in both urban and rural birds.
While other factors may also be impacting the decline
of these small predators, the potential impact of
anticoagulant rodenticides cannot be ignored.
The key difference between earlier first-generation
anticoagulant rodenticides (FGARs) and SGARs is how
long the toxins remain in the body.
FGARs break down quicker, so there is less chance of larger
animals being poisoned, unlike SGARs.

Yet Australia has little regulation on their use — SGARs
can be easily purchased in hardware and grocery stores
across the country.
How do I tell which is which?
The flashy packaging of rodent baits can make it difficult
to tell exactly what they contain.
However, the label will state the “Active Constituents”, so
look there for the FGAR compounds that are less harmful
such as Warfarin or Coumatetralyl.
Leave it on the shelf if the bait contains more harmful
SGARs like Brodifacoum, Bromadiolone, Difenacoum,
Difethialone, or Flocoumafen.
Globally, SGARs have been responsible for declines in
many carnivorous mammals and birds.
Here in Australia, it is not just boobooks or other owls
at risk.
Other predatory and scavenging birds are also likely to be
affected — from our eagles and falcons to our kookaburras,
magpies, ravens, and currawongs.
Native mammals like quolls and large reptiles like goannas
and pythons are also likely to be affected.
It is easy to minimise your impact
Which of these bird-friendly changes can you commit to?
Make your house and garden less friendly for rodents:
• tidy up garden waste (like brush piles),
• pick up any fallen fruit,
• ensure excess pet food isn’t accessible,

• rodent-proof chook pens and aviaries,
• replace rat-friendly palms with owl-friendly natives,
and
• seal potential roof/wall cavity access points that
rodents might be using.
Encourage native predators:
• plant native trees, and
• install nest boxes for owls to breed in.
Reduce dependence on poison baits:
• consider other, non-poison pest control, like snap
traps,
• only put out baits when you actually need to,
• read the labels on any poisons you buy and make
the change to FGARs — look for active constituents
like Warfarin and Coumatetralyl, and
• leave SGARs on the shelf.
Become an advocate for our birds
Spread the word about bird-friendly rodent control.
If professional pest controllers come to your home or
workplace, find out what products they use, encourage
them to operate in ways that reduce their impact on our
native wildlife, and ask your local hardware and grocery
store to stock alternatives to SGARs.
Visit www.actforbirds.org/ratpoison
This article first appeared on the BirdLife Australia website
and has been edited for this publication.

Artscape

Karolina Larbey

Cozy Season

Andrew
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The lingering infection of Terra Nullius
Birrarung
BY JIM POULTER
EVERYBODY is familiar with the term Terra Nullius.
Australia was purportedly owned by no one and the
British used the term to justify colonisation.
Nowadays, almost everyone rejects the validity of this
notion, but very few of us really understand its full
implications.
We remain essentially unaware of how Terra Nullius still
insidiously and unconsciously influences our thinking.
Aboriginal people hate the term Terra Nullius with a
passion, and rightly so, because it strongly implies that
Aboriginal people had a vacuous culture and achieved
nothing.
After all, they were just a primitive bunch of people
wandering around bumping into trees.
They did not use the land, had not even invented the
wheel, and their only technological achievement was a
bent stick that came back when you threw it.
Aboriginal people did of course cultivate the land, but
not in the intensive, exploitative and unsustainable way
that most other world cultures did.
All Aboriginal knowledge was integrated through the
totem system to ultimately serve ecological purposes.
So, whether it was knowledge related to science, art or
religion, it was all focused on ecological outcomes.
Even the nursery rhymes sung to little children had an
ecological message.
Think of all the descriptors usually applied to traditional
Aboriginal society.
Words like simple, primitive, pagan, uncivilised,
nomadic, stone-age, hunter-gatherers.
These are all pejorative terms that put western civilisation
at the highest level and Aboriginal society at the lowest
level.
Never mind that western society has over the last
3000 years had a history of internecine war, conquest,

rolling plagues, overpopulation, social inequality, gross
disparities of wealth and poverty, plus religious and
political persecution.
Aboriginal society had none of this, but ironically the
sustained warfare of European and Asian history created
the spur for technological achievement.
This technological advancement is then taken as a sign
of a ‘higher’ civilisation.
Darwin put forward the idea of natural selection and
this was immediately seen as a justification for western
conquest and colonisation of others.
It was simply ‘Survival of the Fittest’ in action.
Many world cultures are so inured by their histories
of warfare, that it is regarded as part of human nature.
Many people therefore flatly refuse to believe there were
never any wars of conquest or invasion in Aboriginal
Australia.
The proof that there were no wars of conquest is simple.
Show me one myth, story, legend, dance or song from
anywhere in Australia that depicts either the victories
of a warrior king, the subjugation and enslavement of
others, or an uprising against a despotic ruler.
It just never happened.
The real problem is that spurious notions like Terra
Nullius have seeped into our consciousness and we do
not know how to challenge these received wisdoms.
This is the foundation of Institutional Racism, the process
by which prejudicial ideas are ingrained into present-day
social perceptions.
However, this should not be interpreted as meaning that
Australians are racist.
Australians are overwhelmingly fair-minded people who
meet and greet people as equals.
This is the cornerstone of our national culture.
But what we fail to understand is how the prejudices
of our forefathers continue to unwittingly shape our
thinking.
The idea of Terra Nullius is in fact behind our inability
to recognise a road or highway we are travelling on as
an ancient Songline.
It is behind our inability to recognise a river rapids area,
like at Warrandyte township, as an original site for fish

Supported transport trial for seniors
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL is currently trialling a new
door-to-door bus service for residents aged 65+.
The service operates Monday to Friday, costs $6.70 per
day and is designed to help transport disadvantaged
older residents with access to shopping centres for
essential shopping and local recreational activities — at
locations such as community centres — to help them
stay connected.
To be eligible, you will need to be:
• a resident of Manningham
• over 65 years of age (over 50 years for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people)

• be assessed as transport disadvantaged
• independent with mobility (busses can transport
some mobility aids and wheelchairs)
The trial is currently underway and will run through to
December 2022.
During that time, Council will collect information
through customer feedback and usage patterns.
If you are interested in this service, contact Council’s
Aged and Disability Support Service on 9890 0700 or visit
Council’s website manningham.vic.gov.au/assistanceand-support-services.

traps and mussel farms.
It is also the reason why many historians make blatant
errors when they try to interpret Aboriginal behaviours.
Their assumptions are often unconsciously based on
ideas of European superiority.
Before giving a classic example of this fallacious thinking
I will cite two facts.
First, Aboriginal people had ingrained cultural habits of
listening and sound replication that made them gifted
linguists.
All Aboriginal children were brought up multilingual.
Second, Aboriginal people travelled extensively and
safely through other tribal areas as long as they stuck to
the designated Songline and observed proper protocol.
However, when Aboriginal people tried to communicate
these protocols to early colonists, it was wrongly
assumed that Aboriginal people were frightened to leave
their own country.
In 2008 an AFL historian dismissed the possibility of any
connection between Marngrook and Australian Rules
Football with the comment: “Aborigines....lived within
quite clearly defined tribal areas, speaking a language
different from those of other tribal areas.
“Aboriginal tribal strangers were regarded with suspicion
and did not trespass without being killed.”
This comment clearly painted Aboriginal people as a
simple, primitive, xenophobic and violent bunch.
Its roots were clearly embedded in the notion of Terra
Nullius.
The comment is a glowing example of institutional
racism and is just one of many examples of the lingering
infection of Terra Nullius.

ABOUT JIM
Jim Poulter is a local history author. His articles are
freely available on the Reconciliation Manningham
website reconciliation-manningham.org.au, or via its
Facebook page.

Meet our
Riverkeeper
Photo: BILL McAULEY

Photo: MANNINGHAM COUNCIL
ENVIRONMENTALIST and Yarra Riverkeeper
Charlotte Sterrett has partnered with Whitehorse
Manningham Libraries for an event in late July.
On the afternoon of July 28, those interested
are invited to attend the Warrandyte branch
of Whitehorse Manningham Libraries for a
conversation about conservation and river health.
Hear all about our local river, including Charlotte’s
favourite spots (she’s a Warrandyte local), why river
health is crucial to functioning communities, and
how you can become more involved in supporting
the Yarra/Birrarung so that it is healthy, loved, and
protected, now and into the future.
This event is free, but places are limited, so booking
is required.
Visit www.wml.vic.gov.au/Services/EventsPrograms, or call the library on 9895 4250, to book
a place at the talk and see what other special events
the library network has planned.
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Exceeding life’s expectations
PAN ABOUT TOWN
BY SALLY GOLDNER
WHEN I WAS a young person, I remember my parents
had expectations for me re my career: namely that I
would enter a “safe,” well-paying profession and earn
lots of money.
I can understand their perspective; born in the 1930s,
they saw the end of the Great Depression and then
World War II, and therefore safety and security meant
a lot to them.
I tried to follow that career path; it did not bring
happiness and I failed to progress in that particular
occupation.
It took some time for them to understand I couldn’t
aspire to that expectation; once they saw I was happier
doing what I now do, they were fine.
I reflect on this as there are some parallels to trans and
gender diverse (“trans”) people and their loved ones:
expectations can frequently be put on children the day
they are born — especially in relation to sex and gender.
T h e m o m e nt ( t o g i v e a n a d m i t t e d l y h i g h l y
stereotypical example) a female is born, her Dad
may start creating images in his mind of walking his
daughter down the aisle in a flowing white dress.
Ideas about sex and gender can, have had, and in some
cases do create deep emotional roots that may not be so
easily ripped out — emotions that can be stronger than
about a topic like career choices.
Expectations suddenly vanish, possibly leaving a sense

of grief, which definitely has emotions and feelings
involved.
As a trans person who frequently co-facilitates a group
for loved ones I can see all angles of this situation.
The trans person often wants to finally get moving on
with their authentic life; parent/s and guardian/s may
be saying things such as “this has come out of left field”
or “we’ve seen newspaper articles, but this only happens
to someone else”.
There can be an initial feeling of disbelief at the apparent
suddenness of it all.
Those feelings (like all feelings) are valid; the question
becomes how to deal with those feelings in a “win-win”
way.
A loved one who is dealing with feelings like these could,
rather than “dumping” feelings on the trans person,
do better to find a friend, a knowledgeable health
professional — or a peer.
A peer in this case is another trans person’s loved one,

usually a parent who is further down the road: who can
affirm the person’s experience, deal with where they
are at in their journey, but also say, things can work out
for the best.
Because the other end of the journey is equally as valid.
I also frequently hear later (whatever that length of time
is) how happy loved ones are that the trans person in
their lives is happy and thriving in all aspects of their life
e. g. relationships, finances…and career.
They acknowledge that those involved experienced some
challenging times while also saying how much they
learned and that they are closer as a family.
Changing expectations can have challenges: we all have
had to deal with it in some way or another in our lives.
Yes, it can be emotional to let go of cherished dreams.
With a correct approach, good communication
(especially including good listening), support and
unconditional love, life can be better…even, dare I say
to a point of exceeding expectations for all involved.

ABOUT SALLY
Sally Goldner AM is a Treasurer of Transfamily
(transfamily.org.au); the opinions expressed are her
own.
Find her at sallygoldner.com.
Similar organisations include Parents of Gender
Diverse Children (www.pgdc.org.au) and Transcend
(transcend.org.au).
Other similar groups are starting in local areas around
Victoria.
For urgent crisis help call QLife on 1800 184 527 or
Rainbow Door on 1800 729 367.

Gallery
Celebrates

NAIDOC week
July 3 - 10

Beautiful collection of
Indigenous artworks
for sale
Launch event: Tuesday, July 5
4pm-5pm
RSVP Cathy:
0409 088 772 or
info@streamlinepublishing.com.au

22 Commercial Place, ELTHAM. 3095. Above Eltham Bookshop, enter from Town Square.
0409 0887 72. www.streamlinepublishing.com.au. info@streamlinepublishing.com.au
Hours: Wed–Sat 11am-4pm, every second and fourth Sunday of the month 1pm-4pm. Also by appointment.
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Hand-painted
pebbles
for the
playground
BY JANE ANNOIS
DESPITE THE RAIN, mud and big gumboots, the new
playground at wonguim wilam park is making great
progress, especially with the colourful addition of
2,000 ceramic pebbles made by local children during
a project kick-started at the February 2022 Warrandyte
Pottery Expo.
The playspace is Stage 2 of the wonguim wilam
development on the banks of the Yarra at Warrandyte and
replaces the Federation Playspace beside Warrandyte’s
woodfired bakery.
Sergei Shatrov from Clay Talk at Montsalvat has been
working with children at The Pottery Expo and at
Montsalvat to complete the pebbles.
They are glazed in a range of blues and greens as they will
be part of the ceramic and stone riverbed in the water
play section of the playground.
Children can turn on the water and follow its path over
the pebbles and through a series of “locks” to change
the water course.
All will be revealed at the playspace opening in
September.
This project has been supported by the Pottery Expo,
Manningham Council, Clayworks and ClayTalk,
Montsalvat.
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Art lovers’ paradise
WARRANDYTE resident DON HUGHES and his
correspondent persona/trusty service dog ZEUS are
regular readers and contributors toWarrandyte Diary
and M&N Bulletin.
Don and Zeus recently attended the Heide Museum of
Modern Art to see the exhibition Sydney Nolan: Search
for Paradise, a collection of some of Sydney Nolan’s
works; the exhibition is explained on the Heide website
as:
“From his nostalgia for St Kilda, his childhood heaven,
to his explorations of the Australian landscape and
restless travels abroad, Sidney Nolan: Search for
Paradise examines one of the artist’s deepest impulses
and the journey of self-discovery it engendered.”
The exhibition ended on June 13, so if you missed it,
condolences, but the gallery is always brimming with
treasures to explore.
Don and Zeus sent in this report about their day at Heide.
“One of my all-time preferred artists is Sidney Nolan.
Whilst living at Heide in the mid-forties, he worked
intensely on a body of work exploring the escapades of
the notorious bushranger Ned Kelly.

This resulted in some of Nolan’s most recognisable work.
Kelly and Horse (1946, enamel on compressed fibre
board) is my favourite.
It suggests “vigilance while taking flight”.
It fulfils Nolan’s underlying aim of giving visual form
to an authentically Australian myth whilst placing a
popularly accessible narrative in front of a modernist
landscape.
To me, it highlights the incalculable and inalienable
bond between animals and humans (man and beast).
For Manningham residents, the Heide Museum of
Modern Art is free and a must-see.”
As well as the sculpture garden, café, the permanent
exhibits, and the impressive Yingabeal, a scarred tree
in the Heide car park that holds significance in local
Indigenous culture and history, current exhibitions
include Albert Tucker, the modern metaphysical, until
October 23.
Remember that while entry is $20 for the galleries, it is
free to Under 16s and all Manningham residents; proof
of address is needed to redeem free entry.
Entry to the café, gardens and sculpture park is free for
everyone.

M&N BULLETIN

JUNE 2022

21

Ancient warfare fun with Shieldwall
PLAYER ONE
BY SAM BROWN
ANCIENT HISTORY, especially the Greek and Roman
varieties, continues to exert a fascinating hold on our
collective consciousness.
Not surprising, really, given that so much of our political,
philosophical, and linguistic foundations can trace their
roots back to ancient Greece or Rome.
It is a similar story in the world of gaming.
The Total War: Rome franchise remains one of the most
popular games out there.
Grand strategy giant, Paradox also dipped their toe into
the ancient arena with Imperator: Rome — and there
are a plethora of other titles of all stripes that anchor
themselves somewhere in the ancient world.
One of the latest offerings in the genre, Shieldwall, is
something different.
It is fun, light and quirky.
It does not offer the seriousness, depth or complexity of
a Total War or Paradox title.
But when you just want to have some fun, unwind,
or simply challenge yourself with some light-hearted
strategy, Shieldwall is just the ticket.
Developed by a small eastern European studio, Nezon
Production, Shieldwall is what you would call a “beer
and pretzels” game: you can pick it up easily and put it

down just as conveniently.
Like many other similar games, it anchors itself loosely
in the ancient world.
But that is about as far as it goes; the rest is pure gamey
mechanics of the arcade type.
Yet, I found myself being drawn into its unique depiction
of the ancient world.
It places you in command of a small squad in a fort and
then challenges you to sally forth, dominate the map and
conquer your foes.
There are rival forts to break into, enemy squads to attack
and flags placed strategically around the map to be
captured, adding to the speed of your gold acquisition.
There are five ancient cultures to pick from Roman,
Greek, Persian, Egyptian and Gallic.
Each one has three levels of soldiery to recruit,
depending on the amount of gold you amass — and
a series of upgrades to choose from, which steadily
improves the fighting ability of your soldiers.
You can, for example, increase the number of javelins
to hurl at the enemy or buy standards for your team,
improving their morale and increasing their ability to
break down enemy gates.
You can also increase the all-important rate of gold
acquisition.
There is only one view, third-person, which places you
close behind your “leader” character.
The mechanics are simple: you recruit up to 25 soldiers,
and they rush to your side, eventually forming a dense,
little mass of 3D troopers.

Wherever your leader goes, they go.
You can hurl javelins, charge, form shield defences and
a dozen other tactical commands.
When two teams meet, the battle is joined; it sounds
like two teams mixing it up in an 8-year-old soccer
match as your pixel soldiers stab, defend and attempt
to overwhelm the enemy.
If you do, it is on to the next flag or fort.
If not, you re-spawn back in the fort and try again.
The challenge comes in holding your captured flags
against enemy reinforcements while balancing
recruitment numbers with necessary upgrades.
Neglect the obligatory step-ups in soldier capability; your
enemy will eventually outclass you.
But, if you do not have enough soldiers, you risk being
overwhelmed by a numerically superior force.
It is surprisingly tricky and great fun.
So, the next time you or your family just want some lighthearted gaming time that’s not too serious, dip your toe
into the ancient world and try Shieldwall.

ABOUT SAM
Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with
journalism, military and Commonwealth agency
experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer
simulations for more than 20 years.

Warrandyte Artisans — continuing tradition
Meet the Artists — last weekend of the month

WARRANDYTE Artisans Pop-up exhibitions feature
artists and art studios who are currently practising in
the Warrandyte region.
The exhibitions confirm the significance of the area’s
attraction to artists who, for many and varied reasons,
find this region harmonious to their art and lifestyles.
The main commonality of the group is their decision to
live and create in the Warrandyte district.
The styles, media and issues for each artist are diverse,
but the environment significantly influences their
artwork.

This unique environment has attracted artists for
more than 100 years to live and create in the bushy
river valley.
The Warrandyte Artisans Pop-up exhibitions, showcase
the works of three artists, each month, who currently
continue that tradition and are working in mediums
from glass to pottery, painting to pastels, metal to
printmaking to photography.
Each artist identifies differently with this region, either
directly in the portrayal of the environment or in the
sense of having space, both physically and mentally to
individually create.
The Warrandyte Artisans Pop-up exhibition program
for 2022 is held on the last weekend of each month,
June to November.
Each month three artists specialising in different
disciplines are available to chat with visitors who will
gain insights into the artists’ studio production.
They will present a small exhibition of their work, that

is for sale and are happy to discuss taking commissions.
Supported by the Warrandyte Community Association
the public are invited to Warrandyte Art Space at the
Warrandyte Community Centre, 168 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte to engage with the changing artworks
each month.
Put the dates in your diaries and join us for the
inaugural pop-up exhibition on the weekend of June
25–26 from 11am to 4pm.
Featuring ceramics by Jane Annois, Yarra River
paintings by Ian Gedge and Marion Cooper drawings,
the artists will be on site to chat.
A few of Cherry Mander’s delightful colour bursts will
be displayed.
Warrandyte Artists who would like to participate in the
continuing monthly pop-up exhibitions are invited
to contact the group to book a weekend to showcase
their artworks.
Please contact Denise at: denisekeeleb@me.com
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Supporting teenagers to focus on the future
FITNESS
BY JANE KILKENNY
TEENAGERS HAVE been impacted significantly by this
pandemic, and they need ongoing support to move
forward.
Three key ways to support them are positive
communication, exercise and embracing challenges.
The greatest effect is generated when they can see these
factors around them in their daily lives.
Make these factors a key priority in your family and lead
by example.
The teenage years are always a challenge for kids and
parents alike.
It’s the time when kids go through a complex phase of
physical, emotional and neurological growth, which often
creates uncertainty, anxiety and fatigue.
It involves physiological and emotional factors that need
support and understanding, not silence and frustration.
So, what are the best ways to support our teens into the
future?
Open and honest communication
This is vital for our teenagers.
We can never stop trying, even if they struggle to open up
about their thoughts and feelings.
Our number one priority must be to LISTEN.
Please make time to discuss their issues, don’t judge and
be open to compromise.
We all need to be heard; it’s a fundamental aspect of
human nature.

So, lead by example, be supportive, caring and respectful
of their needs and opinions.
Strong bodies facilitate strong minds
This is where we can have the greatest impact.
Encouraging our teenagers to be fit, strong and healthy
will set them up for future success and happiness.
The reasons for this are simple.
When we are physically fit and strong, we can overcome
most obstacles.
This physical ability, and the endorphins we release from
vigorous exercise, help to improve our mood, reduce
anxiety and improve concentration; we get the exercise
buzz!
Learning to control our physical capabilities also supports
our emotional well-being and decision-making abilities.
A great example of this concept is skill acquisition, practice
and refinement.
Regardless of the sport or activity, we will see improvements
when we practice and train.
Those improvements result in greater confidence and a
willingness to try that little bit harder next time.
It is a self-perpetuating cycle that has lasting impacts on
our minds and bodies.
Always remember that this requires physical and
emotional effort.
You don’t get these gains by taking it easy and barely
trying.
This takes commitment, sweat and perseverance.
Be brave and take control of your abilities.
That is the secret of champions.
Accept change and embrace challenge
Most people struggle with this concept as it requires a
growth mindset and a willingness to fail.
We don’t like to fail, so we often don’t try; it’s safer and
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easier and avoids embarrassment.
But if we have learned one thing from the past few years,
change is inevitable, so remember to accept the challenge.
When life throws us a curve ball, we have two choices.
We can drop the catch, complain and blame the thrower,
or step outside our comfort zone, make the catch and
run with it.
Now option one will always be easier, but if we want to
embrace challenges, option two will always provide the
rewards!
Embrace the journey
Raising teenagers is hard.
Successful parenting should be defined as raising an
independent thinking, strong and compassionate
individual.
Embrace the journey together.

ABOUT JANE
Jane is the owner/operator of Fitness energy in Park
Orchards — Jane and her team offer a variety of sports
training services.
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Millions invested in community sport
COMMUNITY SPORTS facilities in Hurstbridge and
Greensborough had their official openings in early June.
The Greensborough Hockey Pavilion and the Hurstbridge
Multi-Use Facility had received investment from State
and Local Government totalling $4.27 million across
the two projects.
The Minister for Local Government and Suburban
Development Shaun Leane, Yan Yean MP Danielle
Green, Nillumbik Mayor Frances Eyre, Deputy Mayor
Ben Ramcharan and Councillors Richard Stockman and
Natalie Duffy officially opened the new facilities.
Nillumbik Mayor Councillor Frances Eyre said it was
an exciting day for local sporting associations and the
broader Nillumbik community.
“I would like to thank the Minister and the Victorian
Government for the generous funding support for
these projects through the Growing Suburbs Fund in
particular.
“I would also like to thank Yan Yean MP Danielle Green
for her tireless advocacy.
“This highlights why close collaboration with other
levels of Government and our community groups and
organisations is so important in order for us to deliver
state-of-the-art facilities for our community.
“ Wo n d e r f u l f a c i l i t i e s l i ke t h e s e a re v i t a l t o
encourage adults, young people and children
back to sport and physical activity following the
disruption of the past two years,” Cr Eyre said.
Minister for Community Sport Ros Spence described the
new facilities as a “game-changer”.
“These projects are vital to community health and getting
more women involved in sport – these new facilities will
be a game-changer for people to stay active and healthy
all year round.”
Member for Yan Yean Danielle Green said she was
thrilled the new facilities were now open.
“I look forward to seeing how local sporting clubs benefit
and grow, including the Greensborough Hockey Club,
Hurstbridge Football Netball Club and Hurstbridge
Cricket Club.”
The Hurstbridge Community Multi-Use Facility on
Graysharps Road received $1.7M, split between Nillumbik
Shire Council ($849,000), Sports and Recreation Victoria
($150,000) and the State Government’s Growing Suburbs
Fund ($705,000).
The upgrade has transformed the old pavilion into a
multipurpose community space through the expansion
of social rooms and the addition of accessible, femalefriendly change rooms and bathroom amenities, an
umpires’ room and improved car park access.
The upgrade was completed in February.
Bunjil Ward Councillor Karen Egan said the upgraded
Hurstbridge facility was just the beginning of revitalising
the Graysharps Road Open Space Precinct.
“With the Diamond Creek Trail extension now finished
and the implementation of the precinct plan to start
soon, this will be a fabulous recreational area for locals
and visitors alike,” Cr Egan said.
In Greensborough, The Greensborough Hockey Pavilion
Redevelopment totalled $2.57M, with the bulk of that
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Opening of the Greensborough Hockey Pavilion

Hurstbridge Community Multi-Use Facility
from the Growing Suburbs Fund ($2.14M), Nillumbik
Council contributed $316,000, with Greensborough
Hockey Club contributing the remaining $90,000.
The redevelopment of the Greensborough Hockey MultiPurpose Pavilion has delivered a new meeting room,
unisex change rooms, new umpires’ facilities, expanded
kitchen facilities, a first aid room and an accessible ramp
from the carpark.

Blue Lake Ward Councillor Richard Stockman said the
new pavilion would provide the club with the facilities
befitting its position as one of the leaders in the state.
“The new facility will boost the club in its efforts to grow
participation and membership as well as enable it to
host an increased amount of regional and state-level
competition,” Cr Stockman said.

Get on your bike with Manningham’s social cycle club
BY FAYE TSE

MANNINGHAM Bicycle Users Group is a small group of
cyclists ready to give new members a friendly welcome.
Whether you are looking to keep fit or make some
new friends.
The group welcomes cyclists of all ages and abilities.
We get together most weekends and on occasional
weekdays.
Rides are graded as either easy or medium, cover a
variety of distances and start at locations accessible to
Manningham residents.
Experienced riders lead each ride, with someone
bringing up the rear to make sure no rider is left behind.
There is a strong emphasis on safety, and the group is
affiliated with Bicycle Network Victoria.
Our membership has a wealth of knowledge on
various types of bikes (conventional and ebike), and
everyone helps each other with punctures and essential
maintenance.
For more information, visit mannbug.org.au.
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