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Our river’s keeper

INSIDE
Path out of step with
community
— Page 5
INSIDE
Festival plans take

Warrandyte is blessed with a magnificent natural environment, with the golden thread of the Birrarung wending
its way through our township at its halfway point between source and sea. North Warrandyte’s Charlotte Sterrett
has been anointed the Yarra Riverkeeper. The Diary caught up the with Yarra’s third Riverkeeper prior to her taking
up her role in the New Year. See Page 7 for the full story.					
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PERSONALISED TAXATION &
ACCOUNTING SERVICES P/L

CERTIFIED PRACTISING ACCOUNTANTS

P.O. Box 143, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Office: 9844 2409
Brian: 0412 011 946
Hien: 0448 012 728
E: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au
W: www.ptasaccountants.com.au
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IT’S TAX TIME
We specialise in
helping businesses

Refer to our new website for more
information: ptasaccountants.com.au
Speak to us now - we welcome
business and personal tax enquiries
Super advice will be provided by Personalised
Taxation and Accounting Services as an
authorised representative of SMSF Advisers
Network Pty. Ltd. AFSL No.: 430062
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shape — Page 10
Warrandyte has beer
of our own — Page 15
Back to the Wonga
Park Cottage
— Page 17
Blood’s lucky break
— Page 35
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Open all Christmas holidays and January

“It’s like juggling chainsaws. Spectacular
when it works, but the risks are considerable.”
— Andrew Rule
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OVER THE HILLS

By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER
THEthings
HILLSchange...
The
more

We return to our roots and sift
through the Warrandyte Diary
archives to find out how Warrandyte
has changed (or hasn’t at all) over
the past 50 years.

December 1, 1971, Page 7
‘YARRA RIVER IS A SEWER’

-Labor candidate

The Yarra River has become an open public
sewer from Warrandyte to the sea, according
to the Labor candidate for Casey, Mr Race
Mathews.
“Melbourne will be faced with a major threat
to public health this summer,” Mr Mathews
said.
“Scientists investigating pollution levels in
the Yarra now know that its water contains
bacteria which causes gastro-enteritis.
“The grim truth is that we have turned the
Yarra into a festering reservoir of infection
which may at any moment touch off an
epidemic of major proportions.”
Mr Mathews said this situation was a

By JOCK MACNEISH

direct result of the failure of the State and
Federal Governments to plan properly for
urban development and to spend enough
on sewerage and drainage in expanding
areas such as Doncaster, Templestowe and
Warrandyte.
“More than 400,000 of Melbourne’s
population live in homes which are
unsewered,” he said.
“Their sullage water, the overflow from their
septic tanks and in some cases their raw
sewage finds its way directly or indirectly
into our natural waterways.
“Every 100 ml of drain water in unsewered
areas contains 5 ½-million bacteria from the
intestines of animals and people whereas in
sewered areas it contains only 2 ½-thousand
of these bacteria.
“The utter inadequacy of sewerage and
drainage facilities causes all of Melbourne’s
most serious water pollution problems.
“If an epidemic of gastro-enteritis eventuates,
all the deaths and all the human misery
which go with it all will rest squarely on
the shoulders of the minsters who have
been unwilling to meet this most basic and
essential of human needs.
“The population of unsewered areas for
which the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works is responsible increased
between 1947 and 1966 from 66,000 to
322,000.
“The board estimates that by 1985 the homes
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local
newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it has retained
its strong community character, being produced mostly by volunteers
with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its
independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards
the people, environment and character of the place it serves. Its
monthly circulation is 3,500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.

of a least 138,000 of these people will still
be unsewered and there will be nearly one
million people living in other areas for which
it accepts no responsibility.
“The state of waterways in these areas
can be anticipated if we remember that
water is regarded as undrinkable with an
intestinal bacteria count of more than 50
and unswimmable with a count of more
than 1,000.
“The count of the Mullum Mullum Creek is
already 77,000 at Orban Road in Croydon,
39,000 at Deep Creek Road in Ringwood,
16,000 at Old Warrandyte Road and 18,000
at Warrandyte Road, Templestowe.
“All the areas traversed by the Mullum
Mullum Creek are heavily populated with
young families.
“Any child who swims or paddles in the creek
or plays on its banks is exposed to a serious
health risk.
“Melbourne’s sewerage backlog, the
pollution of the Yarra which it has produced
and the health hazard which that pollution
entails are all now so serious that they
demand action not only by the State
Government but by the Commonwealth.
“They can be met only by a massive infusion
of Commonwealth funds,” Mr Mathews
concluded.

WARRANDYTE

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression
of that spirit.
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The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands
where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,
and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and
acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people continue to play within our community.
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Raising reconciliation in Warrandyte
By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE POLICE extended the
hand of reconciliation at a special flag
raising ceremony at Warrandyte Police
Station in late November.
Community and Indigenous leaders
gathered in Police Street to witness
the commissioning of the station’s
new flagpoles with a ceremonial
simultaneous raising of the Australian,
Aboriginal, and Torres Strait Islander
flags.
Officer in Charge of Warrandyte
Police Station, Sergeant Stewart
Henderson said the event was a long
time in the planning.
He said he devised the idea in early
2020 during a period of unrest around
the world, telling the Diary he wanted
to find a way, locally, to help improve
inclusivity and respect.
“We had recently had our flagpoles
installed, and I thought what better
way than having them all raised
simultaneously,” he said.
The event was originally planned for
March 2020, and then May 2021, but
COVID restrictions saw those plans
deferred.
He said it was wonderful to be able
to gather together now that restrictions
have been lifted.
“We don’t really have a large
Aboriginal community within
Warrandyte, but we have a very large
Aboriginal heritage and history in
Warrandyte, and I really want to
showcase that,” he said.
The event featured a Welcome to
Country by Aunty Zeta Thomson, who
also provided those gathered with a
fascinating history of the Indigenous
connection to the area, then the three
flags were raised by three local school
students.
Sgt Henderson said he was pleased
that the Assistant Police Commissioner,
local MPs and the Deputy Mayor were
all able to attend, saying the calibre of
dignitaries attending the event was a
testament to the commitment Victoria
Police has to making all police stations
respectful places.
“Our workplaces are places of respect,
and we honour the people that have
gone before us — that is something
that the police have not done well in
the past, but are committed to doing
better in the future,” he said.
Assistant Commissioner Tony
Langton told the Diary he felt very
fortunate to be at the event.
“I just love the fact that we are
acknowledging the community in
this wonderful place, and for me
personally, it is just really important
Photos: SANDI MILLER

to understand connection and to see
what we can do in the future,” he said.
Sgt Henderson said he learned a lot
through the process of organising the
event, with the assistance of Selina
Grizos, the Police’s Aboriginal Liaison
Officer.
“I was ignorant of Aboriginal history.
“I have learnt so much thanks to
Selina, just the way I talk and my
language.
“We are rich in history — continued
respect comes through constant
education and learning,” he said.
Ms Grizos said the flag raising was
a way for Victoria Police and the
Aboriginal Community to come
together.
“We are working in partnership
and building that partnership with
the Aboriginal community — and
this was a good step forward towards
reconciliation,” she said.
The flags were provided by Member
for Warrandyte Ryan Smith.
He told the Diary: “I think the great
thing about today’s ceremony is
it just adds to the community feel
that we have always had, and the
interaction with local Victoria Police
and the community, and putting
out the hand of reconciliation is just
another example of how close to the
community our local Police actually
are.”
Aunty Zeta said the flag raising is an
important way for Aboriginal people
to have a good inter-community
relationship, especially with the Police.
“When we see our flag all around
the country at important venues, it is
something we can relate to and we are
proud of.
It is making more reconciliation with
the wider community, and it is good
for the Police to have that recognition
here of our people,” she told the Diary.
Manningham Deputy Mayor, Deirdre
Diamante said the event was an
important and empowering message
of reconciliation.
In her speech, she acknowledged it is
a privilege to live, work and play in the
land of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung
people.
“ They are an integral part of
Manningham’s rich cultural diversity,
we also have a really important role to
look after it.”
She concluded her address with an
Aboriginal proverb.
We are all visitors to this time, this place.
We are just passing through.
Our purpose here is to observe,
to learn, to grow, to love
…and then we return home.

Flags raised by Shawna, Charli and Tarini

Aunty Zeta Thomson
and Selina Grizos,

Stuart Henderson with Charli, 15,
Shawna and Tarini, both 14

Ryan Smith MP, Sergeant Stewart Henderson, Aunty Zeta Thomson
and Deputy Mayor Deirdre Diamante

Didgeridoo player, Chris Hume
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Council decides on
Arundel Road West
By JAMES POYNER
AT ITS NOVEMBER Ordinary Council
Meeting, Manningham Council
passed a motion to partially close
Arundel Road West at the Knees Road
intersection
The June 2021 Warrandyte Diary
first reported on the matter when it
was agreed, in principle, at the May
25 Ordinary Council Meeting that the
road be permanently closed at the
intersection of Park Road.
Following extensive community
consultation, under challenging
COVID-19 restrictions, and a decision
at the September meeting to defer
the decision until November —
to facilitate further discussion
between Council and residents.
Council has now agreed to a partial
closure on Arundel Road West, at
the recently constructed Knees Road
roundabout intersection. This will
limit access to Arundel Road West,
at this intersection to only cyclists,
emergency vehicles, and trucks.
As previously written in the Diary,
prior to the May 2021 meeting,
Council had discussed with the
community the option of closing off
one end of Arundel Road West, but
at the time, the idea was rejected by
the majority of those present at the
meeting.
However, a $1.8M upgrade to a
750-metre section of Knees Road,
adding shared paths and traffic
control measures at the Knees and
Arundel Road junction, has reopened
the local issue.
Manningham Council, via their
YourSay website, put out a call for
community feedback in July/August
and received 175 written submissions
plus four petitions, three of which
opposed the road closure and one
which supported it.
Traffic along the short section of
road had increased during lockdown
as GPS systems marked it as a “ratrun” for delivery and car-share
services, and impatient drivers had
also used the narrow road to cut the
corner and bypass slower vehicles.
Several accidents and near-misses
involving pedestrians had also been
reported as part of the community
consultation.
At the November Council Meeting,
Yarra Ward Councillor Carli Lange
spoke passionately and at length
around the final outcome of Arundel
Road West.
Cr Lange has provided us with a

Local traffic only
transcript of what she said at the
meeting.
“I heard from the community that
the Arundel Road West (ARW)
issue had gone on long enough for
everyone, and unfortunately has
caused some conflict within the
Park Orchards community, who
now require a decision from us
Councillors and time for healing,
especially coming into this end of
lockdown/Christmas period.
After listening to the community’s
opinions and submissions regarding
ARW, it has become clear that this
once private road now ‘local traffic
only’ road is key for the community
to safely, on foot, scooters, bike and
in groups, connect between local
schools, township, sports fields and
the recreation reserve.”
Cr Lange continued to discuss a
recent council traffic management
survey which indicated the road
was experiencing through-traffic of
210 vehicles per day, instead of the
estimated 70.
She said council officers
had proposed the full closure of
Arundel Road West at the Park Road
intersection but the community were
not in full support of the suggestion.
“The partial road closure removes
the ‘cut through’ for vehicular traffic
and alters residents’ car movements
to roads that are designed to safely
carry peak traffic and will ensure
pedestrian access is safe, available
on the road reserve and accessibility
along Arundel Road West.
This partial road closure, removes

Proposed path out of step
Your say
Dear Diary
WE RECENTLY received a note in our
letterbox notifying us about a new plan
to construct concrete footpaths around
Warrandyte, one specifically along the
western side of Webb Street.
We are uncertain who is requesting
the construction of such footpaths to
replace the beautiful, naturally grown
paths along our streets.
These nature strips, along with
the riverfront and historic sites are
essential components that contribute
immensely to the unique nature of the
Warrandyte township.
This exclusive character has been
maintained for many years (no
subdivision, heritage declarations et
cetera) and is equally enjoyed by locals,
visitors, and tourists.
It is obvious construction projects
such as this one will impact not only
on the environment but also set a risky
precedent.
It would be tragic if Warrandyte
were to lose its special character and

PHOTO SUPPLED

become yet another boring suburban
wilderness.
We would be profoundly disappointed
if this project were to proceed and
wish to express our objection in the
strongest possible terms.
Una Greferath
Webb Street,
Warrandyte

concerns regarding ‘one way’ traffic
speeds on this narrow carriageway
and elevates the problem of ‘timed
closures’ being deemed impossible
to monitor, disruptive to residents
and ineffective in traffic mitigations
objectives.
This partial road closure, addresses
the difficult nature of the construction
of a footpath along Arundel Road
West because a footpath had many
g eographical, historical, and
functional complexities and did not
address all the safety concerns along
Arundel Road West.
This partial road closure motion
is a wise 50k investment on a very
short (425m) road, signed ‘local
traffic only’, which means Council
can continue to spend their Capital
Works budget on those priority areas
such as addressing the problems
of open drains, such as the ones in
Arundel Road East and focusing on
those high priority footpaths projects,
such as those around our highest
enrolment Primary Schools.
This partial road closure addresses
the Park Orchards Community’s
concerns regarding emergency
access to Domeney Reserve and
surrounding residents by ensuring
access during emergency situations
w il l b e maint ain e d f o r b ot h
emergency services and the greater
community.”
The Officers Report states that if the
motion is carried a temporary closure
would be “installed immediately” and
the permanent works carried out in
the remainder of this financial year.

Nillumbik, meet your new
Mayor and Deputy Mayor

SWIPERS GULLY Ward Councillor
Frances Eyre has been elected the new
Mayor of Nillumbik Shire Council.
Cr Eyre was elected Mayor at an
Extraordinary Meeting of Council in
late November.
Sugarloaf Ward Councillor Ben
Ramcharan was elected Deputy Mayor.
Cr Eyre said it was an enormous
honour to be elected to lead Nillumbik.
“As your new Mayor, I say to our
community: I am here to listen. I am
here to act on your behalf, and in your
best interests.”
“I look forward to getting out to all
our townships and communities, to
ensure your voice is heard right across
Council,” Cr Eyre said.
“Over the past year, our Council has
laid the groundwork for what we want
to achieve over our term, particularly
through our Council Plan.
“ We ’ v e u n d e r t a k e n a l o t o f
consultation to bring our community
with us as we work through important
issues.”
Cr Eyre thanked outgoing Mayor
Peter Perkins.
“I’ve learnt a lot from your leadership
of our Council, and truly appreciate the

help you’ve given me as I’ve navigated
my role as a new councillor,” Cr Eyre
said.
Cr Ramcharan said that at age 25, it
was an honour to be the youngest ever
Deputy Mayor of Nillumbik.
“My goal in life is to make a difference
in the world and leave it a better place
than I found it.
“Being a Councillor and now Deputy
Mayor, gives me the opportunity to
effect real positive change for our
community and the environment.
“I really hope this shows young
people in our community that you can
do this — you can be elected to public
office and be in a position to make a
real difference.
“It’s incredibly important to have
young people represented at all levels
of government and able to provide their
insight and perspective.”
The Extraordinary Meeting also saw
the appointment of Chairpersons
for the Planning and Consultation
Committee, and representatives on
Internal Advisory Committees and
External Organisations.
Cr Peter Perkins was appointed as
Chairperson for Planning Matters
on the Planning and Consultation
Committee, while Cr Geoff Paine was
elected Chairperson for Consultation
Matters.
For the full list of Councillor
representatives go to the Nillumbik
Shire Council website:
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Counci

Mayor Frances Eyre and Depty Mayor Ben Ramcharan
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MAY THE SPARKLE & JOY
OF CHRISTMAS FILL YOUR
HEART AS WE ONCE AGAIN
REUNITE WITH FAMILY & FRIENDS.

Trading Hours
December
24th - 7am to 7pm
25th - CLOSED
26th - 10am to 6pm
31st - 7am to 6pm

FROM ALL THE TEAM
AT QUINTON’S IGA
MERRY CHRISTMAS

New Year’s Day
- CLOSED
Public Holidays
- 8am to 8pm

WWW.QUINTONSIGA.COM.AU
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Meet our new Yarra Riverkeeper
Photo BILL McAULEY

New Yarra Riverkeeper, Charlotte Sterrett

By SANDI MILLER

WHEN CHARLOTTE Sterrett
came to Australia at the age
of 19, she fell in love with the
Yarra River.
She has now been appointed
its keeper.
Melbourne’s “upside-down
river” is a unique ecosystem
that brings nature, culture, and
people together.
It wends its way 242 kilometres
from near Mt Baw Baw, through
the Yarra Valley and finishes in
the Port Phillip Bay.
It is an important part of
Warrandyte’s identity.
This is why the Diar y is
delighted that Warrandyte
resident, Charlotte takes up her
mantle as Melbourne’s third
Yarra Riverkeeper in January.
Wo r k i n g w i t h t h e Ya r r a
Riverkeepers Association
(YRKA), she will continue her
lifelong work as an advocate
for the environment.
Warrand yte Diar y caught
up with Charlotte following
the announcement of her
appointment.
WD: Firstly, what is a Riverkeeper?
CS: The Riverkeeper, along with the
Birrarung Council is there to be a
voice for the Birrarung — a voice for
the Yarra — to tell the story of the river
from source to sea.
There are lots of stories there, historical
stories, stories of now, stories of people
and all the creatures.
And to educate people about the
problems facing the Birrarung,
which we know are litter, pollution
from chemical waste, unsustainable
development, water flow, and climate
change — to educate people about
those issues but also work together on
the solutions.

There are lots of people who use the
river and are involved with the river.
There are 16 Councils that the river
runs through, plus Melbourne Water.
But this role is very much about
e ducating p e ople ab out thos e
problems and working on the solutions
together.
The YRKA also does a lot of the
clean-up work as well as work with
community groups to clean up the
river.
The Association has done a lot of
research on the types of plastic
pollution — polystyrene balls being
the number one — and then there are
about eight regeneration sites along
the river, including Westerfolds, where
YRKA does that regeneration work.
So, my role as Riverkeeper is to really
talk about all the things that the
organisation is doing, and connect
people with the river, whether they are
a politician or local community group,
school, or local council.
I will be the third Yarra Riverkeeper,
Ian Penrose was the inaugural one, he
used to live on my street, and started
the Yarra Riverkeepers Association as
a volunteer group, and then Andrew
Kelly took over about six years ago.
YRKA CEO Warwick Leeson is also
from Warrandyte, he became involved
a couple of years after it started.
Warrandyte has got some amazing
people.
WD: Why is the Yarra special to you?
CS: When I first came to Australia I
found the Australian environment very
different to the English countryside.
When I first came to Warrandyte,
doing some volunteer work with
a local Landcare group, it was on
Hamilton Road near where I live now,
I remember seeing the river and it was
so different, the colours, the smells, the
trees, just the natural environment was
so different, so captivating.
Nature sometimes does this — it
makes you feel a different way, it
makes you feel calm and peaceful
and relaxed, I love being surrounded
by nature, and I remember thinking
at the time I really wanted to live here.
I love being on the river canoeing, I
do that quite a lot, and we are very
fortunate in Warrandyte that we can
swim in the river, which you don’t get

to do farther downstream.
You can be at the waterhole down
near the end of our street, you feel like
you are really out in the bush in a big
way, and you can really feel why the
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people see
the river as part of their identity.
I would love for other people to feel
that way too, that they really see the
river as part of their identity.
WD: What was your journey to this
point?
CS: I used to work in outdoor education
for schools and that was part of the
journey, I used to take kids out into
the bush canoeing, rafting, lots of
bushwalking, some rock climbing, so
I have always liked nature.
I then worked with Oxfam in southern
Africa, and very soon after that, I
became interested in Climate Change.
I have been working in International
Development for about 17 years.
I have worked in about 20 countries
worldwide including lots of countries
in the Pacific.
My most recent role was working with
World Vision providing support to
countries that are trying to adapt to
Climate Change.
Locally, I have been with Warrandyte
Climate Action Now (Warrandyte
CAN), and Osborne Peninsular
Landcare Group.
This role helps me combine all
these roles that I love – working
on environmental issues, working
with local communities, working on
solutions, and advocating for the right
kinds of solutions, that are good for
people and the planet.
I guess COVID has shaken things up
a bit and I decided I would like to do
something more local.
I think being at home has really helped
me reconnect with the area and the
Yarra has been somewhere that has
really helped lots of people, and myself
included, to get through the various
lockdowns.
I have really come to appreciate it,
which is why I want to do this work.
We are very lucky in Warrandyte to
have the river right there.
WD: What are you looking forward
to in this role?
CS: I am excited to learn more
about the work that is happening to

protect not only the Birrarung but the
other waterways that come into the
Birrarung, like the Maribyrnong, there
is a Riverkeeper for that river too, and
a Port Phillip Bay Keeper.
In fact, in Australia, there are about
seven waterway keepers and over
300 around the world, so I am really
interested to learn about what are the
issues that all these people have been
working on with their communities.
The river to me is like a living breathing
entity, the lifeblood of Melbourne, so it
is a real honour to speak for the river.
Since it was announced I was the
riverkeeper, people have contacted
me out of the blue like a lady up
in Millgrove talking about the
regeneration work they are doing
alongside the river, and Port Phillip
Eco Centre spoke to me about the
things they are doing at the mouth of
the river.
I have worked a lot internationally
on some of the international
transboundary issues like the Mekong
or the Brahmaputra that comes off the
Himalayas, and now I get to work on
this river, so it doesn’t feel like a job, it
is something I would do anyway, so I
am very excited about that.
I will be working with the government
as well, there is a whole bunch of Yarra
River planning controls and a Strategic
Plan, including a 50-year Community
Vision.
I’ll be working with Government and
Melbourne Water to implement that,
but also hold them to account.
As well as working with the Birrarung
Council and the Wurundjeri Woi
Wurrung Cultural Heritage
Corporation.
I am really excited about working with
First Nations people.
I have worked with First Nations
groups overseas, so to be able to do
that in Melbourne is fantastic.
I look forward to educating people in
a way that they learn more about the
river and the river’s history — and it is
a fascinating history, especially since
white man came and really changed
it, diverted it, it is a very different river
downstream than it used to be.
WD: What can we all do to help the
Yarra?
CS: Looking after the river is everyone’s

responsibility, I might have the title of
the Yarra Riverkeeper, but we are all
riverkeepers.
We love the river, we love where we
live, and it is our responsibility to look
after it.
It is a personal responsibility to treat
the river with respect, not dropping
litter and not polluting the river, but
it is also talking to people about the
issues that face the river.
I think we are very lucky in Warrandyte
that we have quite a strong community
that has been able to keep the character
of Warrandyte alive for a long period
of time.
But urban development along the river
corridor is a big issue, obviously closer
to the city we see more of this issue.
Until recently, Warrandyte had septic
running into the river, and there
are fertilisers running into the river
from people’s gardens, and broader
issues of Climate Change, and people
becoming educated about the impacts
of Climate Change on water flow —
the river doesn’t have enough flow
for it to be fully healthy — so people
recognising that and talking to local
and state government about those
issues.
One thing that has been interesting
during COVID was that people have
been more connected to their local
environment.
It is important that we don’t take these
areas of natural beauty for granted.
The Yarra/Birrarung provides 70 per
cent of Melbourne’s drinking water,
so while people might see their river
as being a brown river, they might not
realise the catchment provides our
drinking water, so we need to protect
that.
WD: What is your favourite part of
the river?
CS: I have a couple of favourite spots,
at the bottom of Osborne Road, just
off the path on the right-hand side,
just below one of the rapids, where
Jumping Creek comes out, you can
swim there, depending on the river
level, I love going down there.
Not far from there is a beautiful spot
with a massive rock that in the morning
gets all the sun on it and the whole side
lights up with beautiful orange light
and it is just glorious.
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Preserving your precious memories
By SANDI MILLER
AS FIRE SEASON approaches, there
are many things to consider when
preparing your home and your family.
There are obvious things to do such
as clean out the gutters, mow the lawn
and review your evacuation plan.
In past years, many residents have
chosen to stay and defend their
properties, but since Black Saturday
the trend has shifted to leave early,
which leaves homes and possessions
at the mercy of the elements should
disaster strike.
Houses are normally insured, and
most things can be replaced.
But not all.
What about those irreplaceable
things that make a house a home?
Photographs are physical memories
that cannot be replaced.
Modern photographs tend to be
uploaded to the cloud by our phones,
so are relatively safe, but anything that
was taken more than a decade ago will
normally be in print or slide form, and

therefore at risk from fire, flood, rodent,
and time.
But evacuating with boxes of photo
albums every summer is a hassle, and
constantly moving photos around can
cause more damage.
David Wierzbowski is a photographer,
who has lived in Warrandyte for about
25 years who has spoken to many
people who have lost houses to fire,
and says it is always losing photographs
people lament the most.
“If the photos are gone, the memories
are gone,” he said.
David has recently digitised his family
photographs as a way of circumventing
catastrophe.
“There are many different ways of
scanning, you can do it on a flatbed,
you can do it on a drum, you can do
it with a camera, or a phone,” he said.
He said he found the process of doing
his own photographs was quite timeconsuming because he would often see
an image of a loved one and that would
take him down memory lane.
“I have tried to do this over the years,

you find yourself just drifting off and
not getting the work done.
“When I did the same for some
friends, it was a lot more mechanical,
I could do it a lot quicker because I
didn’t know who these people were,”
he said.
Digitising from a negative or a slide
gets the best results, but you can also
get good results from a print.
However, he warns that you can’t
expect that a digitised photograph
can be made bigger than the original
photograph.
“Someone gave me a small walletsized photo, which I scanned for him at
the highest resolution I could, then he
took it and enlarged it on his computer,
and he said it was all blurry.
“You can’t add information, there are
a limited number of dots per inch in a
print, and you are not going to add to
it,” he said.
David suggested storing photographs
on two separate drives that are kept in
two different locations — give one to a
friend or keep it at work for instance.

Brumbys Road station
opinion
By RYAN SMITH MP
THE FORMER Warrandyte South CFA
station on Brumbys Road sits empty.
It has done so for the past six years
when the new station was completed.
Since then, a number of local
organisations have sought to use the
facility for various uses.
The Warrandyte Men’s Shed, currently
operating out of the Warrandyte Scout
Hall, has been seeking a permanent
location for its members to meet for
some time, with the proposal of the
former CFA station being an ideal
location.
Earlier this year I wrote to the
government asking if the empty station
could be used for a permanent location
for the Warrandyte Men’s Shed.
The responsible Minister replied,
stating that “there are no immediate
plans for CFA to vacate these premises”
but “should CFA determine in the
future that the site is no longer needed,
there will be an opportunity for the
local Council to purchase the property
for community purposes.”
Again, with the station being empty
for six years I sought further advice as
to whether the community could make
use of the building.
The government responded, stating
that the station “continues to be used
to meet internal needs and will do so
for the foreseeable future.”
This is despite having a state-of-theart, purpose-built facility literally down
the road.

Photo: ROMAN KRAFT on UNSPLASH
“But remember hard drives fail, so
multiple devices is a must.”
Or better yet, put them on Google
D r i v e , b e c a u s e G o o g l e ’s f a c e
recognition can sort the images by
who appears in them.
David said with the right equipment,
digitising photographs yourself is not
hard to do.

with the Health Minister stating
that Warrandyte is not a priority
in upcoming capital works for
Ambulance Victoria.
These are just two ideas for the
site that would benefit our local
community immensely, and there
would be other community groups,
such as the Warrandyte Scouts, that
would appreciate access to a great
facility like this.
Why leave the site empty for years
on end when there are plenty of
opportunities for it to be useful?

If you would like a quote to help
to preserve your memories, email
david@photographski.com

Sorry Rudolf,
Santa prefers fire trucks

By JAIME NOYE,
SANTA’S HELPER
THE STREETS of Warrandyte to
Wonga Park will once again boom
with the jolly Ho Ho Hos of Santa
Claus on the weekend before
Christmas.
Ditching his red-nose reindeer
for a shiny red fire truck, Santa and
his firey elves will be cruising the
burbs with lights flashing and sirens
sounding, spreading Christmas
cheer.
Warrandyte CFA Captain, Will
Hodgson said this annual tradition
is a CFA favourite.
“It’s our opportunity to thank you,
our community, for your continued
support of our volunteers.”
Santa won’t be showing up emptyhanded either!
“We have the best right here in town
and we couldn’t deliver the same fun

Of course, I make no reflection on our
local volunteer and career firefighters,
but I do question the logic of the
government and CFA board being
content to leave a community asset
empty when it could be actually used.
In addition, residents have joined
with me to suggest that the site could
be used as an ambulance station for the
Warrandyte area, as the closest station
is in Ringwood. This suggestion has
been supported by local paramedics.
Unfortunately, once again, the
g ov e r n m e nt ha s pu s h e d b a ck ,

“It is very simple, but it is just boring
to do,” he said.
David has recently started providing
a service to digitise photographs for
his clients.

atmosphere without the Warrandyte
Community Bank’s sponsorship of
Santa’s treats for all children — big
and small.”
And to make sure you don’t miss
everyone’s favourite bearded friend;
the CFA Santa Tracker app will once
again be made available so you can
keep an eye on Santa’s movements.
Check the brigade’s websites
and Facebook pages closer to the
event for app updates.
warrandytecfa.org.au
www.facebook.com/
WarrandyteCFA

Santa Run dates and times:
Wong Park CFA
Saturday, December18, 12–5pm
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte
and South Warrandyte CFAs
Sunday, December 19, 9am–12pm
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Warrandyte CFA unveils its newest asset
By JAIME NOYE,
WARRANDYTE CFA
WARRANDYTE CFA’s newest fire truck
has been brought online.
The Brigade has taken delivery of a
brand-new IVECO 4.4C Heavy Tanker,
which came into service on November
21, after a long wait with various holdups due to COVID.
The new tanker is a timely addition
to the volunteers’ response capacity
in the lead up to the summer season.
Will Hodgson, Captain of Warrandyte
CFA, spoke about the advantages of
the new truck.
“The new heavy tanker comes with
some great advancements and fully
fitted out by CFA, which supports the
brigade’s urban structural risk”.
With the continual improvement
in fire truck development, the
IVECO features are better suited to
Warrandyte’s challenging terrain.
The truck offers a tighter turning
circle, narrower street accessibility,
and some decent grunt to tackle the
hills of Warrandyte.
The new tanker is also fitted with a
fully automatic Allison transmission
that further enhances the Brigade’s
capabilities.
The recently trialled heat exchangers
for pump engine cooling will improve

the tanker’s pumping performance.
Sporting a substantial 4,000-litre
water tank and a 1,200 litres per
minute pumping volume, the tanker
will complement and support the
brigade’s neighbouring FRV and CFA
fire stations with tanker capabilities
and larger water supplies.
The additional 1,000 litres in capacity
means the appliance can deliver water
for longer and supply water to other
firefighting vehicles on the scene.
This 15T Eurocargo, 4x4 crew cab
chassis offers an incredible urbanrural interface and increases our
volunteers’ ability to protect the lives
and properties of the Warrandyte
community and surrounding areas.
In preparation, War randyte’s
v o l u n t e e r s h av e u n d e r g o n e a
significant amount of training to be
certified to use the new tanker.
More than 180 hours of pumping
operations training has been carried
out to date to ensure our volunteers are
proficient with the vehicle’s features.
210+ hours of driver training are
underway, and all this is in addition
to all the volunteers’ pre-summer and
annual wildfire training requirements.
Be sure to look out for this impressive
new tanker at the War randyte
Christmas Carols and the Brigade’s
annual Santa Run!

Image Supplied

Warrandyte CFA Volunteers and their new tanker

Warrandyte Captain heads up new CFA Training Centre
By SUSAN FOREMAN
COUNTRY FIRE Authority (CFA)
volunteers and other emergency
services agencies will benefit from
a brand-new training facility in the
Central Highlands, preparing them for
the summer season.
Minister for Emergency Services
Jaclyn Symes officially opened the $31
million Central Highlands Volunteer
Emergency Management Training
Centre (VEMTC), funded by the State
Government.
The new VEMTC facility is located
on a 40-hectare site on the outskirts
of Ballan and is one of eight training
centres operated by the CFA across
the state.
The VEMTC facility includes live-fire
simulations with Practical Area Drills
(PAD), firefighting props, specialist
training and breathing apparatus
facilities, and four classrooms.
Warrandyte CFA Captain, Will
Hodgson, was appointed the position
of Pad Supervisor In Charge of VEMTC.
Responsible for the entire operations
and management of the $31 million
training centre, Capt. Hodgson’s initial
task was to bring the state-of-the-art
training centre through to fruition.
Capt. Hodgson’s CFA journey started
at just 14 years of age as a volunteer, and
today “it has landed me as the Officer
in Charge of the newest training centre
with the most modern technology in
the whole state of Victoria,” he said.

Simultaneously, Capt. Hodgson
was elected by his peers as Captain of
Warrandyte CFA and speaks to the year
as a “surreal” experience.
With 30 years of experience at a
brigade level and a career background
with CFA that has been heavily focused
in the training space, his undeniable
passion for his new role will see
some incredible development for
CFA volunteers to experience real-life
scenarios on the Pad.
“This promotion is my dream job,”
said Capt. Hodgson.
Minister for Emergency Services
Jaclyn Symes said the new training
course is one of the best in the country
and will help attract more volunteers
to our ranks and help them start a
lifelong, rewarding career.
“Our emergency services put their
lives on the line to keep us safe – this
facility will make sure they’re ready to
face any situation,” she said.
Ensuring training scenarios are as
life-like as possible will better equip
CFA members with the skills and
experience to respond effectively to
real emergencies, improving the safety
of all Victorians.
The site can host up to eight groups
at any one time including three groups
training outdoors.
Another key feature includes an
off-road driver training track which
replicates various conditions a crew
may encounter in real emergencies,

such as water crossing, sand crossing,
rough and uneven ground, mud,
and stopping and starting on steep
gradients.
The off-road driver training track
holds further sentiment for a number
of CFA crews, with 11 CFA members
h o n o u re d a n d s e v e ra l s t re e t s
throughout the facility being named
in their honour.
The late Allan Roberts of Research
along with Dale and Joy Pitts of
Wattle Glen, as well as Victoria’s
first female brigade Captain, Sue
Sheldrick, who started her firefighting
career at Research, have roads named
after them at the campus, for their
dedication to CFA.
Allan joined Research Rural Brigade
in 1962 and was a dedicated CFA
member for 59 years until his death
earlier this year.
In recognition of his legacy, CFA
has named Roberts Road at VEMTC
Central Highlands in his honour.
Allan’s love of firefighting saw him
move into the career ranks in 1968
where he had a long career spanning
more than 20 years.
But Allan’s commitment and passion
for volunteer firefighting and his local
brigade never wavered.
Sue Sheldrick joined Research
Fire Brigade in May 1983, before
transferring to the Wattle Glen brigade
in 1986, where she undertook all
the training required to become an

Image Supplied

PAD Supervisor-In-Charge Will Hodgson at VEMTC
operational firefighter with a busy
urban brigade.
When she relocated her young
family to regional Victoria in 1994, Sue
transferred to the Killawarra brigade.
Almost immediately, Sue found
herself longing to don a BA set again
and respond to structural fires.
To satisfy this, she also joined the
somewhat busier Wangaratta brigade,
holding dual membership at both
brigades.
Sues desire to do more with CFA
didn’t stop there.
Following a brigade election in 1994,
Sue became the first female Captain in
the history of CFA, a role she held for
almost six years.
The CFA also unveiled Pitts Drive,
named after Dale and Joy Pitts,

in recognition of their consistent
and valued contribution to CFA,
particularly their work providing driver
training to CFA members.
During their paid and volunteer
careers, the couple conducted more
than 150 paid on-road and off-road
driving courses for CFA, 47 driving
courses as volunteer instructors and
800 licence tests on behalf of VicRoads
for CFA members.
Joy and Dale both said they were
grateful to be recognised for their work.
“This is an amazing honour for the
both of us,” Joy said.
“When you reflect on the enormous
amount of work so many people do
across the CFA, it’s hard to believe that
we would be recognised among such a
hard-working bunch.”
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Time to get excited about Festival
The Warrandyte calendar event of the year is set
for a triumphant return in 2022

By PETE and NIETTA CURRY
FESTIVAL will return in 2022 after
a two-year hiatus and the festival
committee thought a theme in-line
with how excited we all feel about its
return was the way to go.
In March 2022, we Celebrate —
Together Again.
Despite a slightly shortened program,
Festival is back in full swing with
classic favourites like the Parade, Battle
of the Bands, and Film Feast.
The return of our annual Festival
Parade is going to be spectacular.
Pa r t i c i p a n t s w i l l i n c l u d e a n
interesting variety of stilt walkers,
bubble machines, a Giant Elephant
and Giant Giraffe, fabulous roving
musicians like Hoodoo Mayhem, pipe
bands plus many decorated floats
adding to the festive flavour.
The Festival’s creative Arty Farty
Group will once again entertain us

with their latest moving extravaganza.
If we are very lucky, we may even see
a huge, people powered, submarine
participating.
Organisers would love all parade
participants to proudly celebrate
together again by really embracing the
theme with lots of colour, movement,
and noise — and of course children
and adults are invited to ride their
decorated bikes in the parade.
Schools and community groups are
encouraged to explore and express
unique, colourful and vibrant creations
to be on show at next year’s parade
celebration.
Although we say this a lot, following
our hiatus and with the community
presented with an opportunity to
explore their creativity as we celebrate
our strong community bond, we
think Parade 2022 will be the best one
ever and we cannot wait to see your

creations on Yarra Street.
If you would like to participate in our
next Festival parade please contact
parade@warrandytefestival.org for
more information.
Celebrate — Together Again will Start
Friday evening, March 18 with Film
Feast and run throughout Saturday,
March 19.
The parade is to be held on the
Saturday morning.
Further Festival event details will
be posted in the February edition
of Warrandyte Diary with a full
programme to follow in March.
The Festival Committee has engaged
an experienced risk management
consultant to ensure that necessary
requirements for a COVID Safe Event
Plan, incorporating safe capacity and
procedures, will comply with guidance
and advice issued by the Victorian
State Government.

Lighting up the festival
By SANDI MILLER
BIG IDEAS are brewing for the static
displays at Warrandyte Festival, and
they need your help.
Tori Swedosh joined the festival
committee in 2019 and is bursting with
creative ideas now that it looks like this
one will go ahead.
“I have been on the committee for
three years and never run a festival
— they keep getting cancelled,” she
lamented.
She offered the Diary a sneak peek
into the festival program, planned for
March 18-19.
The first new addition to the festival
line-up is Lachlan Plain, an artist who
creates giant puppets and sculptures.

Lachlan will be producing a set of
giant lanterns to be installed at the
festival site, and he is looking for
community involvement to help build
them.
Tori said she has approached
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House,
who will host a series of 4-hour
workshops where people can come
and help construct the lanterns.
The four Sundays before the Festival,
Neighbourhood House will open its
doors to young and old who would like
to be involved in this project.
“We are hoping to make about 20–25
of them, we are going to hang them
from the trees and decorate the whole
festival site with them, during Friday
night’s Film Feast they will just look

incredible,” Tori said.
There is also going to be an interactive
display on the life cycle of the butterfly,
including a butterfly house where
festival-goers can spend some time
with some colourful butterflies.
The full program is yet to be released,
but as we get closer to the date, the
Diary will keep readers informed
of what will be in store for the most
anticipated event on the Warrandyte
calendar.

WA R R A N D Y T E C o m m u n i t y
Carols return to Stiggants Reserve
on Saturday, December 18 and
Warrandyte Community Church is
inviting you to come along with your
picnic blanket and enjoy an evening
of festivity.
Commencing at 7:30pm, this year’s
Carols has a huge line-up of featured
artists.
The show will open with perennial

favoutire Kevin O’ Mara and the
Warrandyte Primary School Bush
Band who will play, and sing, some
classic Aussie carols.
Cindy van der Ree will delight the
crowd with her silky-smooth jazz
vocals.
She is an accomplished performer,
singer, and songwriter.
After the release of her second album
Some Kind of Beautiful, Cindy has
settled well into the jazz genre and
is a highly sought-after vocalist and
entertainer.
Warrandyte’s own Ag nieshka
Markwell will present some beautiful
traditional carols.

A talented young soloist with the
Australian Girls’ Choir in her younger
years, she is now studying classical
voice at Melbourne University and
singing with the Victorian Opera Youth
Ensemble.
Stephen Coutts and Samantha
Robertson, aka Amore Duet, return
to Warrandyte Community Carols for
an encore performance.
Their credits include performances
with the CitiOpera, Whitehorse
City Orchestra, Victorian Concert
Orchestra, and Diamond Valley Brass.
They will be joined by our local tenor,
Raymond Khong, accompanied by his
wife May Gavin on the piano.

To get involved in building
lanterns, head along to Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House, corner of
Webb and Yarra Streets, on Sunday
February 20, 27, March 6 or 13.

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Warrandyte Parade 2017

A cinematic smorgasbord
By SANDI MILLER
FILM FEAST is back for 2022 bigger
than ever.
Warrandyte’s cinematic night of
nights will take place on Friday,
March 18 to kick start the Warrandyte
Festival.
Film Feast organiser Rosalie
Riddler of Striking Production said
the selection panel have chosen an
“eclectic variety” of 22 independent
short films to be screened on the
night.
“Winners will be judged by judging
panel, but there will also be an
audience award” Rosalie told the
Diary.
The festival lounge will be open
prior to the Film Feast from 5pm with

music, food, and drinks available from
local vendors.
Tickets will be released soon.
Look out on the Warrandyte Festival
social media and in the February and
March Diary for more details.

Community Carols are back for 2021
Raymond has been active on the
Australian stage for over 20 years,
commencing with the Victoria State
Opera and the Australian Opera.
To add a contemporary touch, April
Wells will present her stunning version
of American singer/songwriter Lauren
Daigle’s Noel.
The Maroondah Singers Chamber
Choir will lead the singing of traditional
carols favourites, accompanied by the
Eltham Concert Band.
This will be a COVID Safe event
co n d uc te d un d er the rel e va nt
government guidelines.
As such, anyone aged 12 years and
two months must be fully vaccinated

and will need to present their
vaccination status upon entry.
Come and join us on December
18, bring your picnic tea, or food and
drinks can be purchased onsite from
food and drinks vans.
Donations will also be accepted
during the performance for the annual
Christmas Bowl Appeal.
This year, our event is limited to 1,800
and you must register to attend, use
the QR code (right) to request your
ticket(s).
If it is raining during the day, and
bad weather is forecast for the evening,
the program will be held the following
evening, Sunday, December 19.
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Manningham Yarra Ward update
council notes

By CR. CARLI LANGE
Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Park
THE CONCEPT plans for the
remainder of the Jumping Creek Road
upgrade are now complete and ready
for community consultation.
Throughout the development of the
concept plans, Council has obtained
feedback from the community and
worked closely with the Jumping
Creek Road Community Reference
Panel.
I thank those who have engaged
with comments and questions, on
the concept plans, via the wider
community virtual drop-in sessions.
I have heard residents’ comments
about roundabouts, urban traffic
lights, minimal vegetation removal,
addressing speeding traffic, and
keeping the semi-rural character of
Wonga Park.
I look forward to further consultation
and the commencement of works on
this important project — as well as
advocating to the State and Federal
Government for further funding for
this road and associated detours.
To be kept up-to-date with this
project, please visit ; yoursay.
manningham.vic.gov.au/jumpingcreek-road-upgrade

Paynters Road, Wonga Park
Now that school has returned, traffic
congestion around local schools in
Yarra Ward has too.
Parents from Wonga Park Primary
School have expressed their concerns
for their children’s safety walking to
school along Paynters Road.
Parents have expressed safety
concerns relating to cars travelling
or parking on the road, vegetation
taking over the nature strips, and no
footpath.
We know walking to school is a great
way for students to get some physical
activity into their day, and to develop
healthy habits early on in life.
Walking to school makes active travel
fun, builds children’s confidence in
their local area, enables them to make
friends, and apply road safety skills.
Let’s help each other by parking in
designated areas, encourage walking
versus driving to school (as many do),
keep vegetation trimmed, and contact
Manningham Council or myself if you
have safety concerns.
Harris Gully Road, Warrandyte
Thank you for your follow-up emails,
questions and concerns regarding the
tree felling on Harris Gully Road,
Warrandyte.
I agree the removal of trees in
this significant biodiversity area
and entrance to the Green Wedge
of Warrandyte is concerning and
devastating.
If you would be willing or interested
to assist investigations with a
witness statement of event details
of the tree felling along Harris Gully
Road, Warrandyte, please contact
Manningham Council.
Please be assured, Manningham
Council is aware, has responded, and
is investigating the situation.

Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte
Following community feedback,
the planning permit application in
relation to the Taroona Avenue path
was withdrawn.
There is now an opportunity to
reconsider how we can create an
alternate path that will complement
the streetscape and be a valued and
enjoyable part of the trail.
A public information session to
meet with the community about this
project had been planned.
However, this has not been able to
occur due to lockdown restrictions.
I look forward to working with the
residents and Council, this side of
Christmas, (if possible), regarding
the designs of Taroona Avenue shared
path, which joins the Main Yarra Trail.
I am keen to discuss possible
solutions to complete this missing
section of the Main Yarra Trail, which
would minimise tree removal, provide
smoother surfaces for cyclists and
enhance safety for all users.
The Taroona Avenue section of the
trail completes the section between
Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road to
Everard Drive.
Residents have expressed desires
to see another ‘missing link’ of the
Mullum Mullum Trail designed,
planned and constructed, connecting
Taroona Avenue to Warrandyte High
School.
Local residents have expressed
ideas and requests to be part of a
community consultation process.
wonguim wilam, Warrandyte
Works on the playspace upgrade at
wonguim wilam are anticipated to
begin early next year and will feature
signage taking visitors on a journey
through its history.
The Representative Panel and some
residents have said it is pleasing
to see Council’s commitment to
reconciliation through the park’s

official Woi-wurrung name, which
reflects the language, culture and
heritage of the local Wurundjeri
Woi-wurrung people, and for taking
up this important opportunity in
reconciliation.
Thanks also to Warrandyte Lions,
Warrandyte Historical Society, and
Warrandyte Community Association
for taking up this important
opportunity in reconciliation.
The park is well used, looks fantastic,
and residents are really proud of
the Stage 1 upgrade works, which
features an aerial wildlife crossing,
all-ability access path, fitness
equipment (thanks to the Warrandyte
Lions Club) and the green space for
outdoor gatherings, presentations
and outdoor art displays at Taffy
Jones’ Hut.
5 Ways, South Warrandyte
Please help make 5 Ways safer!
Manningham Council is currently
collecting information/evidence
on the ongoing safety issues at the
intersection.
Along with Maroondah City Council
counterpart McAlpin Ward’s Cr Suzy
Strojanovic, I am concerned about the
ongoing safety issues that residents
have raised with us.
I am sorry if you have found the
mapping tool on the Your Say website
difficult to use.
Manningham Council has added
clearer instructions on how to use the
mapping tool, as well as a feedback
form as an alternative.
Cr Strojanovic and I continue to urge
residents to visit the Manningham
YourSay page and have your say.
The Department of Transport is in
the process of gathering evidence to
move this road up their priority list.
Let’s work together to provide this
evidence!
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/5ways

Remembrance Day
For Remembrance Day, The RSL ran
a sausage sizzle at Quinton’s IGA.
With the “help” of Zeus, Manningham
Young Digger Assistance Dog, they
managed to raise $388 which will help
support Veterans of the Australian
Defence Force, First Responders,
Emergency Services, and their families.
These donations will also help fund
assistance dog; advice and training.
It has been a challenging time getting
through COVID-19 with those who are
not travelling so well in the world.
I would like to take this opportunity
to gratefully acknowledge all our
volunteers, trainers and fundraisers
who work with enormous hearts, to
support Young Digger members, with
their slogan being “Together We Heal”.
And I would also like to offer my
congratulations to the other Councillor
representing the people of Warrandyte,
Cr Ben Ramarchan, for being elected
Deputy Mayor for Nillumbik!
Please don’t hesitate to contact
me via email or phone if you need
anything during this Christmas
period.
Happy Christmas Yarra Ward!

Merry Christmas,
always
Some things will be different this Christmas, but there is always
something to be grateful for.

FEATURING

Raymond Khong

April Wells

Samantha Robertson
& Stephen Coutts

Agnieshka Markwell

(Tenor)

(Amore Duet)

Kevin O’Mara

(Warrandyte Legend)

Cindy V

(Jazz Vocalist)

(Soloist)

We are looking forward to reconnecting and spending time with
our families.

(Soloist)

Warrandyte Primary
School Bush Band
ACOMPANIED BY

From Chris and the team at Warrandyte
Warrandyte

Maroondah Singers
Eltham Concert Band

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 (A1658008) OUT_6541873 ,
23/11/2021
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Who’s a pretty bird? Sausage season
By ROBERT LASTDRAGE
THROUGH 262 days in lockdown my
daily break from the constant deluge
of covid related news had been to sit
on our balcony high in the eucalypt
canopy.
Each day my unsophisticated
focus slowly began to identify
a kaleidoscope of beautiful
native birdlife in our immediate
neighbourhood.
Amongst the She Oaks and the
large Yellow Box flowering in our
front yard, a staggering assortment
of colours and species parade.
Calm and regal King Parrots,
powerful swooping currawongs,
immaculate rosellas, bossy Rainbow
Lorikeets, occasional marauding
groups of Sulphur Crested Cockatoos,
and a reserved pair of Bronze Wing
Pigeons are all regulars.
Apart from the odd skirmish all the
birds seem to tolerate each other and
understand the pecking order, as
well as the timing of the modest but
steady supply of seed delivered by
the residents of the house.
There was one bird however who
understood the score better than
the rest.
A few weeks ago, a lone galah
appeared and ingratiated himself
with his fearless attitude, determined
waddle and bullying swagger along
the balcony rail.
Soon he was landing twice a day
and scattering our collection of
feathered friends in all directions
with real malice and gluttony.
I decided to deny him the lion’s
s ha re a n d w e a n h i m o f f t h e
smorgasbord for a while.
Days later, as I arrived home from
a rare outing to the shops with
my hands full of carry bags I was

ambushed by a flurry of pink and
grey feathers on a steep dive from the
balcony toward me.
The young galah swooped down to
alight with precision on my shoulder,
with his wings held aloft for effect
as if he were Simone Biles landing
a perfect 10.
I instinctively turned my head away
to protect my eyes and ear lobes,
wondering what had caused this
unscripted tumble.
I stood frozen with amazement and
anticipation as this ‘wild’ bird began
an astonishing tirade of confident,
charming, and confiding chatter in
my ear closest to his chiselled beak.
“Hello Paul!
Watch out!
It’s cold outside!
Scratch?”
He then proceeded to blow a
su c c e ss i o n o f u n m i st a keab l e
‘raspberries’, raising his small crest
in mock surprise in time with each
fart sound as if to say, ‘It wasn’t me!’.
Now I’m no Dr Doolittle, and I
cannot claim to ever having charmed
the birds out of the trees, but the
intensely surreal feeling of having
a wild bird land on one’s shoulder
took my breath away in that moment.
I managed to remain calm with
‘Paul’ on my shoulder chatting as
I rang my kids in the house above.
They emerged onto the balcony to
witness their dad doing the best
pirate impression complete with
shoulder parrot.
On that day Paul the galah well and
truly blew his cover and now declares
his arrival every day with a ‘Hello’ or
a ‘What’s up Doc?’.
He strides about chatting until an
obliging human mollifies him with a
small handful of seed, while his wild

By ZEUS
CANINE CORRESPONDENT
AS SPRINGTIME unfolds and summer
approaches, the BBQs get fired up.
One of my favourite culinary delights
is the humble sausage.
Usually in November, I help my
human selling Poppies, and everyone
talks about horses running around in
circles.
A treat awaited me this year — a visit
to the Doncaster RSL.
The biggest BBQ I had ever seen was
sizzling away with dozens of yummy
looking snags.
We lined up to receive our delicacy.

Photo supplied

partner waits patiently in the nearby
branches until the coast is clear.
She has partnered well, choosing
quite the man about town, who can
charm the humans out of their boxes
and beguile them into dispensing
food.
So, if you’ve lost Paul the Galah,
please don’t worry, he’s as free as
a bird.
He just needs a little more work on
his sentence structure.

The new cook was a bit slow.
I think he was still under training as
everyone was giving him advice and
taking his photo.
I got my yummy sausage and
signalled to him that a few more would
not go astray.
My quizzical eyebrow and head tilt
technique didn’t seem to work.
After the cook gave a big talk to all his
customers, he came over and gave me
lots of pats and tried to shake my paw.
However, I was keen to get to my
next sausage sizzle at the Heidelberg
Repatriation Hospital.
I know the cook there personally.

Photo: MICHELLE HUGHES GILL

Manningham Council News
Our 2022/23 Budget
Each year, Council develops a
four-year budget that outlines the
expected income and expenditure.
We are now seeking your input on
the priority areas of the Council
Plan that we should focus for the
2022/23 financial year.
By getting your feedback before
we start drafting and asking for
feedback on the draft Budget,
we believe we can deliver a
document that already largely
meets your expectations and
aspirations. Feedback closes
Thursday 16 December 2021.
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.
au/2022-23-annual-budget

Request your 2022
Community Calendar
This year our 2022 Community
Calendar is available on request
and is free for all Manningham
residents.
To request a calendar
•

complete the form via
manningham.vic.gov.au/
calendar

•

Have your say on our draft
Liveable City Strategy 2040
Our 20-year draft Liveable City
Strategy 2040 aims to improve
liveability in Manningham from our
urban/suburban neighbourhoods
to our rural areas, providing choice
in how we live, work and play.

Have your say on your local area
and tell us what actions are
important to you by Sunday
12 December. For more information
and to register, visit
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov
au/liveable-city-strategy-2040

Help make 5 Ways
intersection safer
We are collecting evidence of
safety issues at the intersection
of Ringwood-Warrandyte Road/
Croydon Road/Husseys Lane and
Brumbys Road in Warrandyte
South, known locally as ‘5 Ways’.
Please share details of your
experiences of using the
intersection, by completing
our feedback form or using our
mapping tool.

or call us on 9840 9333

9840 9333

manningham.vic.gov.au

yoursay.manningham.
vic.gov.au/5-ways

Building a better Manningham
We are committed to managing our city’s infrastructure to better
meet the needs and expectations of our growing community.
Our capital works program brings this commitment to life by
managing the maintenance and improvement of council assets,
facilities and community spaces. Projects being delivered in
Warrandyte and surrounds include:

PARK ORCHARDS

WONGA PARK

Alva Avenue easement
drainage

Kerry Anne Crescent

We are currently constructing
new stormwater drainage
infrastructure at Alva Avenue
and South Valley Road to provide
flood protection.

North Valley Road drainage
Expected start early December for
open drain works and installation
of some drains to direct water to
the creek.

Ringwood‐Warrandyte
Road local footpath

Awaiting approvals and expected
to start February 2022.

2 to 24 Euston Avenue

Upcoming easement drainage
construction in March 2022.

Drainage upgrade to the street
drains for better capacity and
reduced flooding.

WARRANDYTE
Webb Street
Webb Street footpath is currently
being prepared for tendering the
project. The path will address the
current risks associated with the
steep and uneven terrain. The path
is planned for the western side of
Webb Street continuing from the
existing footpath to David Road,
Warrandyte. The path will provide
a safe, inviting and inclusive
environment for all abilities and
needs and addresses community
concerns for walking on the
road and a number of safety
incidents.
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Bulletin catch-up

Catch up with important news and events from across
Manningham and Nillumbik with the M&N Bulletin,
Warrandyte Diary’s sister publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin

Local historian flies with Bunjil
By SANDI MILLER
MICK WOIWOD took his place with
Bunjil in August 2020 at the age of 91.
A fitting tribute to this respected
historian and champion of
reconciliation has now been installed
at his grave in the Kangaroo Ground
Cemetery.
A sculptural figure of Bunjil the eagle
soars above Mick’s grave, which is
marked with a large rock.
The sculpture was created by
Warrandyte metal artist, Neil Carter.
Neil said when the Woiwod family
first approached him and said Mick’s
request was to fly with Bunjil, “that
inspired me”.
His daughter, Louise Woiwod said
the resultant memorial “is very much
Dad”.
“He didn’t want a lot of fuss and he
didn’t want a lot of flowers or tizzy
stuff, he wanted it to be a big rock,
and something to stand out,” she said.
So, the family installed the largest
rock the Kangaroo Ground Cemetery
would allow and approached Cater
Art to create the figure of Bunjil to
accompany him at his resting place.
“Louise and I have known each
other for a long time now, over more
things than gravesites, there have
been bird-feeders and all things done
together, so when she came up with
that opportunity we grasped it with
both hands, it was a labour of love,”
said Neil.
Neil had also produced a memorial
for Mick’s wife Margaret 10 years ago,
which features a rose encrusted trellis,
which reflects her love of flowers.
Mick was then interred next to

Margaret’s grave last year.
“So now the eagle stretches out over
both of them, which is fantastic,” he
said.
The Indigenous Bunjil figure
features quite heavily in many of
Mick’s 25 books, which cover local
pioneer and Indigenous history.
Louise said Mick’s Aboriginal
name was Murrup Ngooloo, which
translates to “Spirit Voice”, which was
given to him by Aunty Joy Murphy.
“That was a very significant thing for
him,” said Louise.
Mick ’s Granddaughter Sarah
Hannan said he has always enjoyed
birds, and his garden always had
visits from choughs and fairy wrens
and blue wrens, but his connection
with Bunjil (the eagle) was “second
to none”.
“It is something that he was very
passionate about, he was always
quite excited to see them (Wedgetailed Eagles) when we came out to
Kangaroo Ground, where he lived in
the Bend of Islands for many years,”
added Louise.
Sarah said she thought Mick would
be proud of this memorial — “he is
flying with Bunjil now, that was his
dream”.

Metal sculptor Neil Carter (centre) with Mick Woiwod’s family, Great-Granddaughter Ruby,
Granddaughter Sarah, Daughter Louise and Great-Grandson Tyler
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Buckley’s return to colonial life New Wellness Studio
Birrarung stories
opens in Warrandyte
By JIM POULTER
AFTER 32 YEARS, William Buckley
could see that the day he had long
warned Kulin people was approaching
fast.
More ships had been plying the
waters of Bass Strait.
Sealers had established camps along
the coast, and the Henty family had
already settled at Portland.
Then, Buckley heard in early July 1835
that white men had established a camp
at Djillong, so he decided to come in.
He came alone to Batman’s camp and
spun an inventively detailed story of
being a shipwrecked sailor.
Three weeks later, he came clean that
he was an escaped convict.
The surveyor Wedge and Henry
Batman then arrived at Djillong on
August 7, 1835.
Wedge immediately sought a pardon
for Buckley because Buckley would be
an invaluable interpreter and mediator
for the colonists.
Over the next three weeks, Buckley
guided Wedge in his survey work
around the Geelong area.
Then, in early September 1835,
Wedge went to Melbourne, only to find
Fawkner’s boat already moored there.
Buckley was soon exposed to the
bitter rivalry between Batman and
Fawkner.
Retained by Batman as a guide and
interpreter, Buckley, in February 1836,
took the lawyer Gellibrand on a tour of
the Geelong hinterland.
Gellibrand was gobsmacked by the
rapturous welcomes Buckley received
from tribal people everywhere they
travelled.
The expedition was later capped
by the news that the King had signed
Buckley’s pardon on February 25, 1836.
In gratitude for Batman’s support,

Buckley rediscovered his previous
training as a bricklayer and in April
1836 built the chimney to Batman’s
new house, near present-day Southern
Cross railway station.
Captain Lonsdale then arrived in
the district, having been appointed
by Governor Bourke as the Police
Magistrate.
One of his first actions was to appoint
Buckley as a police interpreter in
October 1836 for 60 Pounds per year.
Then in February 1837, Joseph
Gellibrand set off from Geelong for
further exploration of the hinterland
and disappeared.
Buckley was assigned to investigate,
but his journeys proved fruitless.
He was also angry at the mindless
retribution that was then exacted on the
Aboriginal people suspected of having
killed Gellibrand.
Buckley was grateful to Batman for
advocating his pardon but was annoyed
at his bogus claim to have negotiated a
treaty with them.
In an interview with Reverend
Langhorne in early 1837, Buckley
dismissed Batman’s treaty claim as
simply “another hoax by the white man”.
By October 1837, Buckley
was dispirited at the inexorable
dispossession of the Aboriginal people.
Batman was now gravely ill and would
be dead within two years.
Buckley, therefore, resigned his
position under Lonsdale and left for
Tasmania in late December 1837.
On arriving in Hobart, he found
himself still as the sensation of the day.
A theatre entrepreneur wanted to
stage a London play featuring Buckley
as The Giant Hacho who, according to
the publicity, “delighted in securing all
the beauteous damsels who came his
way, and securing them in his castle,
till they yielded to his infamous desires”.
To his credit, Buckley refused to
demean himself, but everybody still
wanted a piece of him.

This included John Morgan, a
journalist and aspiring author who
saw Buckley as the real-life version of
Robinson Crusoe.
Buckley agreed to tell his story, but
being completely illiterate in English,
he had no way of exercising editorial
control.
The book was finally published in
1852, and it is Morgan’s voice that puts
eloquent and moralising words into
Buckley’s mouth.
The book pandered to public taste,
with salacious details and violence.
Morgan’s prejudicial distaste for
Aboriginal people is also quite evident.
However, many unfiltered gems of
information also slip through and give
a keen insight into Buckley and his
Kulin hosts.
In the meantime, having rejected
a stage career and before any book
royalties came in, Buckley in 1838 still
had to earn a living.
Although now aged 56, Buckley was
still a powerful and imposing giant of
a man.
In May 1838, the government offered
him the job of gatekeeper to a convict
women’s dormitory in Hobart.
In his job, he met the recently
widowed Julia Eagers, who had a young
daughter.
Buckley proposed, she accepted, and
they were married in January 1840.
He was now age 58, and she was 26,
but their contrast was not just in age.
Julia was two feet (60cm) less than
him in height.
Unable to walk arm in arm, William
made a double loop of material, and
they walked with his arm in the top loop
and hers in the bottom loop.
It was no doubt a marriage of
convenience for both, but it lasted 16
years.
The end came when William Buckley
was thrown from a cart and received
a mortal head wound, and died on
January 30, 1856.

By SUSAN FOREMAN
WARRANDY TE’S Drysdale Road
shopping strip has a new service to
offer.
The site, which was formally used as
the Zest restaurant, and previous to
that Red Fox, is now a Wellness Studio
bought to you by one of the founders
of Pinot Pilates — a virtually held wine
and Pilates class that emerged as we all
pivoted into lockdown life early in the
Coronavirus pandemic.
With restrictions now easing,
Founder, Laura Roodhouse took the
opportunity to occupy some retail
space in Warrandyte and has launched
Wellness by PP, offering an extensive
range of services and movement
classes, through Yoga, Pilates, and
Meditation.
Laura says, our personal wellbeing
Photo supplied

has never been so important.
“After a time of isolation and
limitations, we are launching a social
wellness space of connection and
growth.
“Our instructors are passionate
about wellness and excited to share
their experience and knowledge with
the local community”.
Classes currently run early
morning or in the evening, Monday
to Saturday, with studio or virtual
memberships available.
The space has been transformed
into a light, contemporary wellness
space, and with classes limited to
eight participants, the group sizes
are quite intimate.
For more information about
membership and to book a class
visit wellnessbypp.com.
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Warrandyte has a new brew
By JAMES POYNER

THERE IS A new beer in town.
The eagle-eyed and more adventurous
amongst you may have even already
tried it.
The Warrandyte Brewing Co. launched
its inaugural beer on Friday, November
28, an Australian pale ale called
Sunnyside Ale.
Partial to an independently brewed
beer, and always interested in trying
something new, I was fortuitous enough
to pick up a six-pack from Quinton’s
IGA.
Warrandyte Brewing Co.’s first beer from
the brewery is light, easy to drink, and
perfect for spring/early summer.
I was curious to learn more about who
is putting Warrandyte on the beer mat;
I sat down with North Ringwood couple
David and Bianca Ryan to learn about
their inspiration and future plans.
David is a paramedic working out of the
Ringwood branch, and Bianca works for
a not-for-profit in the disability sector.
I started by asking them what drew
them to Warrandyte and making beer.
BR: We both come from a background of
wanting to contribute to the community
and give back.
We love walking along the river, the
sense of community and all the local
shops, and we’ve got family out here
as well.
Our dog loves swimming in the river
as well.
But why we started Warrandyte Brewing
Co.? I’ll leave that to David.
DR: Well, I spent a lot of money on beer
— so, I guess it’s a way of saving money.
But, I guess the idea started when we
lived abroad.
We lived in Calgary, and I guess it isn’t
a typical place that people move to
overseas because it is a smaller city.
It’s on the west coast, so it is known for
its harsh climate.
I worked there as a paramedic on a

First Nations reserve; I was contracted
to look after them for whatever reason
they needed.
It was an eye-opening experience
because Australia has an Indigenous
population, but there are so many
similarities between their culture and
the culture of Australia’s Indigenous
peoples.
It was a very uniquely beautiful culture,
so that was an interesting experience.
BR: Canadians are just so lovely.
Everyone you interacted with was so
welcoming and kind of wanted to know
your story.
We went there knowing that we wanted
to still work in our fields, so I worked for
UNICEF when I was over there.
We were there for a year and made great
friendships, and hopefully, we can go
back to visit soon.
DR: [In Canada] we lived near some
breweries, and we found that they were
the heartbeat of the area, and it was
very social.
A lot of community events happen
through the brewery or are associated
with the brewing.
I guess that’s how we made lots of our
friends that we still talk to now.
So, we want to provide that sort of
atmosphere back where we lived, and
then I think the COVID lockdown got
the creative juices flowing.
And you know, one thing led to another,
and the next minute, we are making and
selling our brand to local venues and
local liquor stores.
It is still weird to see people drinking
your beer, but it’s super exciting.
JP: So let’s talk about the beer — with
so many great beer varieties around,
how did you decide on launching with
an Australian pale ale?
DR: Well, that was the great dilemma.
But then you have to ask what will
number two be, and that’s the next

Wishing
everyone a

Merry Christmas

and a safe
& healthy

2022

RyanSMITH MP
MEMBER FOR WARRANDYTE

Serving the Community

Suite 2/1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East
RyanSmithMP

03 9841 5166
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David and Bianca Ryan and thier dog Sadie
great dilemma.
But, beer has seasons, and people drink
beer based on the season.
So we knew that we were going to
release it at the start of summer.
The Australian pale ale is approachable
to everyone, whether you are a craft
beer fanatic or a Carlton Draught
drinker.
Through and through, we think there’s
something in this pale ale that either
side of the story can appreciate.
BR: Our goal is to, I guess, one day have
a physical presence in the Warrandyte
area but for now, we’re starting small
and trying to produce good beer that
everyone enjoys.
DR: I asked Michael [Burnley Brewing]
his opinion on what would suit the
Warrandyte area.
At the time, I was already thinking
Australian pale ale, and he
recommended it.
I just thought it’s a good fit for an
Australian Riverside town.
And yeah, we’re delighted with the way
it came out.
It’s low in alcohol or lower on the
normal side in our call.
Which for me is a bonus because that’s

the way I like.
It ’s n i c e, e a s y - d r i n k i n g , re a l l y
approachable that I hope everyone
enjoys it.
We have had a lot of feedback, and
everyone seems pretty happy with it,
particularly for our first release.
So we’re very, very proud.
JP: Let’s talk a bit about your logo
design.
BR: We wanted it to be very on-brand
for Warrandyte — we know that our
label is quite different to what the other
craft beer labels are like out there.
We wanted to make it our own and
wanted it to represent Warrandyte as
well.
So, there’s a gum tree around the can,
and our logo is based on a gum leaf.
DR: It was Bianca’s friend who helped
with the design.
I gave a bit of a design profile of what I
saw in my head.
BR: We wanted to use the seasonal
colours of the landscape as well.
So right now, we are also brainstorming
what the next one might look like as
well.
DR: We like a simple looking can.

I know some are very in your face
and can grab your attention from the
shelves.
We hope our beer speaks for itself.
BR: We hope that when we release other
beers in the future, you know that as
soon as you see our logo that it’s the
Warrandyte Brewing Co.
We wanted to keep it simple and true
and to represent the area.
JP: Without giving away too many
secrets, what’s next?
DR: As I said earlier, beer has seasons,
so we anticipate our next one coming
out towards the end of January.
With every beer we release, we want it to
not be just, ‘get another beer out there
to make another dollar’.
We want it to be out there for a long
time.
It will be one where on a 30 or 40-degree
day when it is nice and dry, it will wet
your whistle, be refreshing.
Warrandyte Brewing Co.’s beer is
locally available at Hops and Vine
and Quinton’s IGA, as well as stores
in Ringwood East and Eltham.
See their website for more details
warrandytebrewingco.com.au
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Wings of Change at Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
By SOPHIE ROLFE,
ACTING MANAGER
WARRANDYTE
NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE
WARRANDYTE Neighbourhood House
has unveiled its newest community art
project, with the installation of Angel
Wings.
This project was supported by a
Manningham City Council Placemaker
grant.
The wings were created by artist
Graeme West with the support of one
of our volunteers, Doug Ogden.
We would love the community
to take a photo in front of our
amazing wings and then share it
on your socials, don’t forget to tag
@warrandteneighbourhoodhouse.
The Neighbourhood House
is continuing to offer its exercise
programs free until the end of 2021.
This initiative was in recognition

Sophie Rolfe

of the difficult year had by our
community.
It is not too late to come and try a new
program or reconnect with an old one.
Two big changes have taken place at
the Neighbourhood House, with the
resignations of President Christine
Nicoll and Manager Emma Edmonds.
Christine was President of the
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Board for seven years having served
two prior years as a board member.
Emma Edmonds was the Manager
of the Neighbourhood House for
the last eight years and has taken a
new position with a philanthropic
organisation.
We would like to thank both Chris
and Emma for their long service
and wish them well in their future
endeavours.
They will both be missed by the
Neighbourhood House.

From left: Doug Ogden, artist Graeme West and Acting Manager Sophie Rolfe

Graeme West
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The Wonga Park Community Cottage 40th anniversary
By SANDI MILLER
WONGA PARK Community Cottage
passed its 40-year milestone in early
2020.
Celebrations had to be delayed for
close to two years as COVID suspended
celebrations and gatherings.
So, on November 27, the Cottage
belatedly marked its anniversary
with a “Back to the Cottage” day and
the unveiling of a commemorative
artwork.
Current and former tutors and
students all gathered for a laughterfilled afternoon — clearly everyone
was delighted to be in one another’s
company again.
Emcee of the official proceedings,
Joan Hume, recounted a brief history
of the cottage, which started its life
in 1950 as the home of Alan Bickford
and his family, some of whom were in
attendance at the event.
In 1978, the then Lilydale Shire
Council purchased the property
as part of their plans to establish a
recreational reserve in Wonga Park
and the cottage began its life as a
community centre.
It has been used extensively by
locals and those from neighbouring
suburbs for arts and craft, history
clubs, cooking, bread making, exercise
classes, and even laughter classes.
In the mid-80s it opened
a childminding centre offering a
supervised playroom for $1 per week
per child.
In 1990 Lynda Hay became the first
salaried coordinator, who retired in
2019 after chalking up an incredible
29 years at the helm.
“You could have tried for 30,”
quipped laughter class facilitator,
Tracy Bartram.
Louise Schweiger started as assistant
coordinator in 2008, and then took
over as coordinator in 2019 upon
Lynda’s retirement.

In early 2021 the native garden and
tables and chairs were installed with
help from Manningham Council’s
placemaking funding, where Brew &
Willow’s coffee van now visits most
Saturday mornings.
Manningham Mayor, Michelle
Kleinert assisted the artist Janet
Hayes in the unveiling of her painting,
which was drawn from photographs
throughout the last four decades at
the cottage.
Janet, who teaches art classes at the
cottage, reflected that it was in a way
like painting portraits of her family.
“I feel that the people of the centre
are like my extended family.
“40 years encompasses my adult life,
so I could be any one of the people in
this painting,” Janet said.
Cr Kleinert said everyone that
attends the cottage is creating history.
“The beauty of this cottage, there is
life here — there is 40 years of history
that we are celebrating, and we think
there is going to be another 40 years,
and you are part of the history here
today,” she said.
Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith
said he could sense the connection
that everyone at the cottage felt for one
another, especially after lockdown.
“Let’s not ever take for granted the
people we are able to spend time with
because we never know what is around
the corner, none of us saw the last two
years happening, and now that it is
hopefully behind us, let us embrace
every moment together, because there
is no one so special as each other,”
he said.
Jo a n t h a n k e d e v e r y o n e w h o
contributed during those 40 years
to the cottage, and Manager Louise
Schweiger for organising the event.
“Everybody puts their little part into
the cottage on a weekly basis,” she said.
Which is why it is such a special part
of the Wonga Park community.

Dawne cuts the birthday cake

Mayor Michelle Kleinert with Janet Hayes

“Supergirl” provided
fun for the kids

Wonga Park Cottage committee

Mayor Michelle Kleinert and Ryan Smith MP
enjoy a coffee from Brew & Willow

MERRY

From left: Tracy Bartram, Cr Carli Lange,
Ryan Smith MP and Mayor Michelle Kleinert
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Wishing everyone a

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
1st Floor, 651-653 Doncaster Road, Doncaster VIC 3108
03 9848 9900
kevin.andrews.mp@aph.gov.au
kevinandrews.com.au
KevinAndrewsMP
Authorised by Kevin Andrews MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 1st Floor, 651-653 Doncaster Road, Doncaster VIC 3108.
Authorised by Kevin Andrews MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 1st Floor, 651-653 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster VIC 3108.
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Creativity has no age limit
By ARTLINKS CREATIVE

ART AND CRAFT GROUP
ART CAN be a wonderful way for
people of all ages to explore their
creativity: creating beauty, friendship,
and fun.
Artlinks is a Creative Art Group
operating through Access Health and
Community and is based at the Senior
Citizens Centre in Warrandyte.
This program, which has been
operating for over 10 years, provides
members of the community, with or
without disabilities, the opportunity
to get together, foster friendships,
participate in a versatile and varied
art and craft program — as well as
have some fun.
Recent projects include painting
watercolour landscapes, dying Easter
Eggs with silk ties, drawing still lifes
of vases of tulips, and mosaic bowls.
Sessions are faclilitated by local Artist
and Art Therapist Nerina Lascelles.
She has both a B.A. and a Graduate
Diploma in Visual Arts and has been
exhibiting her work in Australia and
internationally for the last 20 years.
Nerina has also completed two
Art Therapy diplomas and conducts
several weekly art therapy sessions
with client groups including the
homeless community, drug and
alcohol rehabilitation programs and
stress and depression clinics.
Nerina says the group has become
the weekly focal point for all who
participate for a variety of reasons.
Some group members enjoy the
coming together with friends to share
about their lives.
The group consists of such a varied
array of people and personalities
yet the joining of each and every
member creates a precious and unique
atmosphere of togetherness.
To many participants, Artlinks
has become a family whereby each

member is valued and supported on
all levels.
Some have stated that at Artlinks
they feel more comfortable to share
things that even their closest family
members don’t hear.
There is a strong sense the group
creates a non-judgemental and
accepting environment, allowing
participants to drop their masks.
One participant said: “Artlinks is
the focal point of my week — it gives
my creative and driven parts of my
personality a chance to be active and
surface”.
Before Artlinks this participant had
never produced any artwork
Art is now an essential tool to assist
them in expressing themselves and
communicating with others.
Over the four or so years since
joining the group, the participant
has completed hundreds of artworks
and is also a member of the MIND
o r g a n i s a t i o n w h e re t h e y g i v e
talks about their personal journey
through mental illness, using five
or six paintings to assist in their
presentations.
From depression and anxiety, to
shyness, or just a need to “get out of the
house”, Artlinks has provided an outlet
for its members to express themselves
and explore their life issues in a safe
and supporting atmosphere,
The group are proud to share some
of their works with Diary readers this
month.
Artlinks runs at Warrandyte
Senior Citizens’ Centre, Taroona
Avenue each Wednesday, and
will be holding an open day on
Wednesday, February 2, 2022.
Nerina encourages anyone curious
in exploring their creative side to
come along and give it a go, see
What’s Happening for more details.
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A Very Warrandyte
Christmas

much ado

By KATRINA BENNETT

Paddling down the Yarra
On a partially inflated flamingo
Over the murky rapids
Terrified at the river’s flow
Final school bells ring
Making teenage spirits bright
What fun it is to float and sing
A drunken Christmas song tonight, oh!
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Celebrate all the way
Oh what fun it is to socialise
At the Wazza Grand hotel, hey
Jingle Bells, jingle bells
Collecting fellow locals on your way
Nabbing some carollers from Stiggants
And a gaggle of schoolies looking gray
Ignore this infectious new variant
Go travel while you’re young
Get two jabs in your arm
Singing this Christmas song
Buy a ripper present
For both your Nanna and your Gran
Enjoy the Yarra Street Twilight shopping
Always buy local if you can
Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells
The sun even came out today
It finally stopped raining
Get your bushfire plan sorted, hey
Jingle bells, jingle bells
2022 is on its way
Oh, what fun it is to drive
Further than f&*%ing 5k
Oh, what fun it will be to see all my family
On this Christmas Day
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what’s happening
Event:
Place:

Artlinks
Warrandyte Senior Citizens Centre
Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte
When: Every Wednesday
Time:
10am–3pm
Info:
Cost $8 per week (materials included) with a ‘My Aged
Care’ referral. To enrol or for any enquiries, please call: Trentwood
at the Hub on 9006 6590
Open Day — Wednesday, February 2, 2022 — All welcome.
Event:
Place:

Warrandyte Knitters
Warrandyte Library
168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Saturdays
Time:
11am–12pm
Info:
Join us for a weekly catchup and share ideas. Knitters
of all abilities welcome — BYO Knitting. Contact: 9895 4250 or
www.wml.vic.gov.au/Services/Events-Programs
Event:
When:
Where:
Time:

DiversARTy
Until Sunday, December 21, 2021
Eltham Library Community Gallery, Panther Place, Eltham
Monday to Thursday 10am–8:30pm,
Friday to Saturday 10am–5pm, Sunday 1–5pm.
Info:
Annual exhibition at Eltham Library Community Gallery
which showcases the work of our current participants and tutors and
celebrates the diversity of activities, abilities and people who come
together to share, learn and connect at Living & Learning Nillumbik.
Announcement of award winners: Thursday, December 9, 6:30pm
Event: Green Waste Drop-off Days
Where: Warrandyte Reserve and Mullum Mullum Reserve
When: December 11, 12
Time:
All day
Info:
Residents of bushfire prone areas of Manningham can drop
off one boot-load or trailer load of green waste. Bookings essential.
See manningham.vic.gov.au/garden-waste-disposal-days for more
details.
Event:
Place:

Visitors
Warrandyte Mechanics’ Hall
Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Thurday, December 9 & Friday, December 10 at 8pm
Info:
Visitors is a haunting, beautiful look at the way our lives
slip past us. See review page 23
Tickets through trybooking.com/759542
Event:
Place:

Manningham Carols By Candlelight
Ruffey Lake Park,
George Street, Templestowe
When: Friday, December 10 at 6pm
Info:
Be part of Manningham’s largest Christmas celebration.
This iconic community celebration will include a concert performance
featuring legendary Australian entertainer, Rhonda Burchmore and of
course, Santa and fireworks finale under the stars at Ruffey Lake Park.
The event is free to attend however this year, all patrons must preregister their attendance.
Bookings are more info www.manningham.vic.gov.au/carols-bycandlelight
Event: Sugarloaf Bushwalk
Where: Sugarloaf Resevoir, Christmas Hills
When: Saturday, December 11, 9am
Info:
Koonung Bushwalking Club has organised an 18km hike
around the Sugarloaf Reservoir in Christmas Hills. This walk offers
great views to the city and the Yarra Valley.
For further information or to join the walk, please contact
secretary@koonungbushwalkingclub.org.au.

Event: Bjorn Again Christmas
Where: Karralyka Theatre, Ringwood
When: Saturday, December 11
Time:
8pm
Info:
Tickets Adult $69/ Concession $64,
Bookings bit.ly/BjornAgainChristmasRINWOOD
Dust off those flares, platform shoes and white satins and get ready
to sing, dance and have the time of your life with Björn Again at their
Special Christmas Show! Björn Again are so excited to be back playing
all of ABBA’s biggest hits in an action-packed, highly-entertaining
concert that is fun for the whole family.
Event: Warrandyte Community Carols
When: Saturday, December 18
Where: Stiggants Reserve, Warrandyte
Time:
Arrive at 6:30pm for 7:30pm start
Info:
A huge line-up of featured artists will entertain the crowd
as the whole community gathers to celebrate the Christmas season.
Please book your free ticket via the link on Page 11 to ensure
you are able to enter the event. In line with current government
guidelines, you will need to QR code in and hold a valid vaccination
certificate for all aged 12 and over. If it is raining during the
day, and bad weather is forecast for the evening, the program
will be held the following evening, Sunday, December 19.
Event:
Place:

Live Comedy in the Shire
Slovenian Association,
82 Ingrams Road, Research
When: Saturday, December 18
Time
Doors and bar from 7pm, Show at 8pm
Info:
Comedian Dave Hughes brings his signature humour
to the green wedge. Enjoy a raucous evening of comedy, straight
outta lockdown and right before the holidays. Tickets $30.
Bookings www.trybooking.com/bvpph
Event: Christmas Eve
Where: St Stephens Anglican Church
When: Friday, December 24
Time:
5pm
Info:
Contact: Rev Mark Hanson 0430 141 006.
Carols and Children’s activities
Event: Christmas Day
Where: St Stephens Anglican Church
When: Saturday, December 25
Time:
10am
Info:
Contact: Rev Mark Hanson 0430 141 006.
Service with Holy Communion
Event:
Where:

Eltham Little Theatre Presents The 39 Steps
The Eltham Performing Arts Centre
1603 Main Road Research Vic 3095
When: February 18 – March 5
Info:
Four cast portray multiple characters in this parody of
Hitchcock’s 1935 film of the same name.
www.elthamlittletheatre.org.au or
enquiries tickets@elthamlittletheatre.org.au
Event:		Run Warrandyte
Where:		Warrandyte Reserve
When:
Saturday March 1, 2022
Time:		First run starts at 8am
Info:
Registrations are now open for the annual running event.
www.runwarrandyte.com/

Local markets
Warrandyte
Riverside Market
Saturday, December 18
Saturday, February 5
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve
Doncaster Hill Market
Sunday February 6
4pm–8pm
MC2,
699 Doncaster Road,
Doncaster
Hurstbridge Twilight
Christmas Market
Friday December 17
4pm–8pm
Hurstbridge Primary School
Heide Makers Market
Saturday, December 11,
Saturday, Jaunuary 8
10am–3pm
Heide Museum of Modern Art
7 Templestowe Road Bulleen

Park Orchards Market
Saturday, December 18
Saturday February 19
10am–2pm
Park Orchards Primary,
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,
Park Orchards
St Andrews
Community Market
Saturdays
9am–2pm
Kangaroo Ground St Andrews Road,
St Andrews
Eltham Farmers’ Market
and Food Swap
Sundays
9am–1pm
(food swap 4th Sunday
9:30–10:30am)
Eltham Town Mall
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New, fresh perspectives on show
By JANE ANNOIS
THE EXHIBITION is up.
Taffy’s Hut is proudly showing some
of our area’s finest photographers,
snapping, inspiring and capturing
our imagination with their fresh
perspectives on life, environment, and
the micro world.
You can enjoy the large-scale photos
now but wait a little longer for the
projection event which will occur
almost exactly to the year from our
previous event.
On Saturday, February 5, 2022, from
6pm, we will have live music, food,
wine, and dancing on the grass in front
of Taffy’s Hut.
At 8pm we will be treated to the
exciting debut of Bill McAuley’s
composition in music and photos

Skybirds accompanied by Matthew
Arnold on violin, shown and
performed under the Warrandyte
Bridge.
This will be the prelude to the
projection event, showing over 150
photographs and set to music by local
Warrandyte musicians.
Sam McKenzie has worked his magic
putting the projection together.
You will be able to see a preview
by going to jannois.wixsite.com/
photoswarrandyte.
We invite you to perch on a rock or
bring a chair under the bridge for this
visual and musical feast.
The Fresh Perspectives exhibition has
also extended across the road from
Taffy’s Hut.
We are very pleased to be the first

arts-based group to use the new art
space on Yarra Street, between the
Lions Op Shop and the Library, as
part of the Warrandyte Community
Association.
Various photographers will be
present showcasing and selling their
work from Wednesdays to Saturdays
until mid-January from 10am–3pm.
There will be prints of photographs,
cards, photographic books, and
calendars available for sale, just in
time for Christmas.
They are looking forward to talking
to all those interested in photography,
sharing their experiences and even a
few tips.
The book Our Year of Wonders, a
photo book of our previous exhibition
will also be available.

Photos: BILL McAULEY

Steve Dale meets his likeness as he hangs a picture of
musician Rob Leereveld by photographer Nicole Gangel

Photographs on display at Taffy’s hut

Sculptures hit the beach for Biennale
By SUSAN FOREMAN
TWO ARTISTS from Warrandyte,
Deborah Halpern and Gunther
Kopeitz have been invited to the
Lorne Sculpture Biennale to show
their works.
One of Australia’s leading and most
recognised sculptors, Deborah’s work
Ghost will recall Lorne’s iconic Wild
Colonial Club building of old.
Deborah says Ghosts will transport
the audience back to nights at the
Wild Colonial Club, Lorne’s notorious
bohemian night-time playground of
the 50s and 60s.
Utilising a timber construction,
the sculpture will be enhanced by
performance and projections each
weekend.
One of Deborah’s iconic kinetic
sculptural works will also be installed
closer to Mountjoy Parade as part of
the Biennale’s sculpture trail.
Gunther Kopietz is a Warrandyte
artist who works primarily with
repurposed timber.
Gunther’s work will be dotted along
the foreshore precinct.
Referencing the personalities of the
many visitors to Lorne, Gunther’s
sculptures will come to life as they take
in the sea air.
Following the September
announcement of its postponement
to March 2022, the 7th Lorne Sculpture
Biennale is taking shape.

Selected, prominent sculpture artists
are busy creating their works in their
studios before heading to Lorne for
installation next year, working to the
Spirit of Place theme created by Artistic
Director Graeme Wilkie OAM.
“We are delighted that all of our
artists are looking forward to next
March.
“All are working tirelessly to further
develop or finalise their pieces in
response to our beautiful location,”
Graeme said.
He said the Lorne Sculpture Biennale
will explore the deep connections
to nature, history and community
through sculpture, performance and
conversations.
Held on traditional Gadubanud
land, the works will explore the deeper
histories of Lorne by taking a deep dive
into Lorne’s diverse and fascinating
past.
In addition to the core sculpture
event, there is a curated program of
events that will run parallel to the
Biennale, creating a hive of creative
activity in Lorne over the exhibition
period.
Named Sculpture Plus, the program
w i l l f e at u re f re e a n d t i cke t e d
performances, workshops, nature
walks, Indigenous education, and
o t h e r e x p e r i e n c e s a rou n d t h e
township of Lorne.
Due to be formally announced before

tickets go on sale in January, Sculpture
Plus will provide accompaniment to
the Sculpture Biennale that will take
place in 16 dedicated precincts along
the iconic Lorne foreshore.
A small sculpture exhibition and
online gallery are also planned,
allowing art lovers and collectors to
purchase smaller pieces from the
featured artists.
“March and April will be an exciting
time in Lorne with the unveiling of
these works, as well as our small
sculpture exhibition, online gallery
and the Sculpture Plus program.
“2022 will see the Lorne Sculpture
Biennale sit alongside international
biennales as an art event of
significance, with Lorne showcased
as the Australian home of great art and
creative experience.
“We’re looking forward to welcoming
art lovers to our iconic town by the sea,”
said Graeme.
The Lorne Sculpture Biennale is a
free and unticketed event and will
operate in line with the government’s
COVID requirements.
It will be in situ from Saturday,
March 12 (Labour Day weekend) until
Sunday, April 3, 2022.

Greame Wilkie
and Deborah Halpern

For more information and to see
the online gallery, head to:
www.lornesculpture.com and
follow LSB on Instagram
@lornesculpture.

Works by Gunther Kopeitz

WARRANDYTE
GLASS
Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to your
design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS

Arrive safely in st yle &
Arr
comfort. Airport transfer,
parties, weddings and add
special occasions. Cit y &
suburb to suburb. Up to 8
passengers & luggage.
Call Clive for bookings
0412 556 801
chauffeurclive@gmail.com
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Magic moments captured in 2021
talking images
By BILL McAULEY
WE ARE SOON to complete another
circle around the sun, and what a
challenging year it has been.
Yes, times have been tough in
Victoria this year, but photographically
speaking, what a wonderful world we
are blessed to observe.
Our environment is still full of
amazing visual delights.
Everywhere you look there are
pleasing patterns, dramatic light
shows in our sky, the wonder of
nature’s beauty and the inspiring spirit
of humanity.
Armed with our digital cameras and
our curiosity, the New Year brings us
the opportunity to capture the beauty
of our splendid planet.
Photography is both technical and
emotional.
Consider the irony: a camera is a
machine able to clinically capture
something as abstract and fleeting as
human emotion.
The photographer controls the
emotional part, having the empathy
with which to see and feel the subject
in the moment.
Photography is about freezing an
image of the essential moment onto a
digital receptor.
Only 20 years ago we were recording
similar images on film.
We can capture the essence of a
person’s soul during a portraiture
session or a moment of action in a
volatile situation.
A photographer reacts to the moment
using hand-eye coordination and then
fires the shutter when it feels right.
Click!
They say that timing is everything.
Great images encourage the viewer
to feel emotion — love, anger,
compassion, sadness, empathy and
abhorrence.

Any reaction is better than none and
validates the potency of the image.
With portraiture, it is our privilege
to respectfully capture the humanity
of our subjects, their heartfelt
expressions of confusion, pride,
adoration, scorn, horror, grief,
amusement, hatred, passion, joy,
or pain.
This is how photographers tell
stories about their fellow humans.
It may be the photographer’s eye
that processes the capture of the
image, but it’s their heart that decides
when to fire the shutter.
It’s the same with landscape or still
life photography.
It’s the emotion and gut feeling of
the photographer that decides when
the shot is right; you either feel it or
you don’t.
As photographers, it helps not to
take things too seriously.
Let’s face it; we are living rather
precariously on the crust of a molten
ball that’s flying through space at
107,000 km/hr.
The nearest galaxy is 25,000 lightyears away and there are more stars
in the universe than there are grains of
sand on all the beaches in the world.
O v e r w h e l m i ng p e rhap s, bu t
nevertheless, we shall endeavour to
stay in the moment, pick up our DSLR
cameras and march boldly into the
New Year.
Our mission?
To observe and capture, so let’s not
waste our new opportunity to create
some photographic magic in 2022.
Life is a gift, that’s why they call it
the present.
I would like to share some magic
moments from the photographic
projection event that will take place
on the night of Saturday, February 5,
2022, following the official opening
of the Taffy’s Hut photo exhibition.
The pictures are all taken by a group
of clever Warrandyte photographers
in 2021.

Gang Gang Cockatoo
by Gregory Coonghe

Spotted Pardalote by Kris Bell

Butterfly by Kim Charbonneau

Blossoming Gold by Nicole Gangel

First show for NaNY Gallery
By SANDI MILLER
LOCAL ARTIST Tori Swedosh is
curating a series of exhibitions at Now
and Not Yet (NaNY), Warrandyte’s
social enterprise café.
The NaNY Gallery will feature a
variety of artists from Warrandyte
and North Warrandyte.
The inaugural show — Bushscapes
and Moonlight — showcases works
by local artist Jacinta Payne and is
open now, until the end of January.
The exhibition celebrates the
greater expanse of the landscape,
down to the smallest creases of the
surrounding environs.
Jacinta told the Diary she was
“thrilled to be asked” to be the
inaugural exhibitor.
“My painting reflects nature around
here, we have always done lots of
bushwalking, a bit more during
lockdown, and I always try and
paint about nature incorporating
environmental issues — trying to

get people to love nature even more,”
Jacinta said.
Ja c i nt a s a i d s h e o f t e n u s e s
reclaimed and upcycled materials
to produce many of her works.
While many of her works for this
exhibition are made from new
materials, some are produced on
upcycled denim.
She says she gets inspiration from
the Warrandyte bush.
“When we go bushwalking, my
husband is into birds, so he is always
looking up, and I am always picking
up rocks or photographing rocks.
“I love the embankments — quite
a few of my paintings are of an
embankment or maybe a cropped
view of trees, bark, rocks, or leaves
— it is all the micro parts of nature”.
Jacinta hopes the NaNY Gallery will
add to Warrandyte’s reputation as a
place for arts tourism.
“Warrandyte has always been an
arty town, and I think it is going to

add to Warrandyte as a destination,”
she said.
Tori said she was so grateful to
Derek Bradshaw at Now and Not
Yet for allowing space at the café for
the exhibition as well as Warrandyte
Community Bank for supporting
the event, and local graphic artist
Belinda Martin who has produced
all of the graphics.
The exhibitions will change every
two months, with Tori exhibiting
her own lockdown-inspired artwork
in Can You See the Beauty in It?
exploring the beauty of the everyday,
which will open in February.
In April, Kim Charbonneau’s
will exhibit a series of her nature
photography.
Now and Not Yet’s NaNY Gallery is
at 150 Yarra Street, Warrandyte,
open Wednesday–Sunday,
8am–3pm.

Jacinta in her studio

We are now taking bookings for Christmas
Please call and book for your Xmas dinners or
functions with us.
Ph: 9844 0396

104 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte
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A warm welcome back to the theatre for Visitors
review
By SANDI MILLER
IT IS A GLORIOUS return to the
stage at the Mechanics’ Institute
as Warrandyte Theatre Company
presents Visitors by Barney Norris.
Nerves were frayed a little as the
already-COVID-delayed opening
night was threatened by yet another
setback in the form of a massive
thunderstorm, and its companion
blackout, in the hours before curtain
call.
However, the storm passed, and we
were welcomed into the theatre, with
a gentle, poignant, witty production,
about love, family, relationships, and
aging.
The auditorium was thoughtfully,
socially distanced with café style
seating, with candles at each couplet
— there was no bad seat in the house,
even with additional release of seats
as the lockdown rules eased.
The deft hand of the Director, Grant
Purdy, guided the four performers to
weave a beautiful, if heart-aching tale,
taking us on a journey through the
light and shade of our autumn years.
Some cast members are well-known
to audiences, and others are new to the
Warrandyte stage.
Carol Keating, as Edie, spends
almost the whole two hours on stage,
where we watch her slide slowly into
dementia.

We are with her through the ebb and
flow of her battle with her deteriorating
mind, as her adoring husband (played
by Reg Ellery) supports her as best as
he can as his own body begins to fail
him, and he battles to keep the family
farm running.
As the dysfunctional, distant son,
Stephen, Don Nicholson nails his
character as a man who doesn’t fully
understand how to relate to people.
The ensemble family perfectly paints
the prickly relationship formed when
parent and child don’t see eye-to-eye,
especially when it comes to life’s big
decisions.
But the biggest bouquet must go to
newcomer Meg Davies, she gives a
masterful performance, transitioning
from awkward interloper to tender
carer and then turns on a dime to
unleash her fury as a woman scorned.
The simple set, the understated
lighting and uncluttered audio (with
the well-choreographed squeaky
floorboard a standout moment)
supported the beautifully written
script and thoughtful direction.
Visitors runs until December 10,
so head to trybooking to scoop up a
couple of the few remaining tickets of
the 2021 season.
WTC returns for 2022 with Follies
Goes off the Rails in March, a season
of One-Act Plays in May, Blackbird in
July, the long-awaited Calendar Girls
in September, before Arthur Miller’s
A View from the Bridge in November.

Photos supplied

The curtain finally rises on Moulin Rouge! The Musical
By SANDI MILLER
Freedom
AFTER A LONG WAIT, the curtains
have been raised in theatres worldwide.
B o t h l o ca l a n d i nt e r nat i o na l
productions, which have been in
hiatus over the last two years, have
finally been able to open.
As we noted in the April Diary,
Wonga Park’s James Bryers was cast
in the Regent Theatre production of
Moulin Rouge! The Musical in April for
a key understudy role for both Harold
Zidler (substantively played by Simon
Burke) and The Duke (Andrew Cook),
with plans to open in August.
However, with the emergence of
the Delta variant, those plans were
scuppered as rehearsals were paused
and Melbourne went back into COVID
hibernation.
But as vaccinations hit 90 per cent,
we hope that COVID is a thing of
the past and we have regained our
freedom to gather together and enjoy
these events.
Beauty
Like a butterfly from a cocoon,
Moulin Rouge! the Musical has emerged
as a thing of beauty.
Walking into the theatre feels like
walking into Bohemian Paris in the
1890s — corset-wearing dancers
sashay around the stage, cage dancers
grind behind gilded bars, there are
acrobats, sword-swallowers, and of
course the necessary red windmill and
giant blue elephant — and this is even
before the curtain opens.

Lovers of the 2001 Baz Luhrmann
film are naturally apprehensive that
the stage version will do it justice, but
as the curtain rises and the first familiar
strains of Lady Marmalade reverberate
throughout the auditorium, and all the
fears are forgotten.
We can sink into our well-upholstered
chairs and take in the show.
The production takes many of its cues
from the film, but it has adapted and
renewed the script and the score, both
for the stage and the modern audience.
Some of the favourite aspects of the
film’s score remain, Children of the
Revolution, Your Song, Can Can Can,
Diamonds, Roxanne Tango and an
updated Elephant Love Song.
But there have been new additions
to the song list with an incredible 70
songs woven into the score, spanning
160 years of music — from Katy Perry’s
Firework, Talking Heads’ Burning
Down the House, Rolling Stones’
Sympathy for the Devil as well as Lorde,
Beyoncé, David Bowie, Fat Boy Slim,
Sia and Shirley Bassey hits.
Sometimes just a refrain, and
sometimes a whole song, sometimes
two songs simultaneously (shout
out to the Crazy/Rolling in the Deep
mashup), but the composer uses just
enough of the song to advance the
story then seamlessly moves us on to
the next song.
Much of the film’s pace was set in the
editing room, with jump cuts and whip
pans, a seemingly impossible task for a
stage production to emulate.
Still, along with the pacey score and
clever choreography, the masterful

Melbourne...On top, on top!

#11174

Does your Roof
need Attention?

*conditions apply

Our promise is you will be delighted

for laughs.
“The Argentinian” even gets a name
in this production.
Love
Familiar Aussies from Nicole Kidman,
David Wenham, Gary McDonald, Kylie
Minogue and Richard Roxborough
told the story of the Moulin Rouge on
celluloid, so for Australian audiences,
the Baz Luhrmann film is a homegrown work, and we are rightfully
protective of its legacy.
Thankfully the stage production
m e e t s a n d b e at s t h e Baz ma rk
benchmark in a whirlwind of sequins,
diamonds, and absinth.
The fabulous cast clearly adores
being part of the production and gives

it their all, producing a stunning result.
Our local James Bryers stayed in
the wings on the night this reporter
attended the performance.
However, he stands by “ready to jump
on at any moment”, allowing the show
to go on in case of illness, injury, or
other eventuality.
In the current environment, that is a
vital role indeed.
O nstag e, the chor us and the
principals all work as a cohesive
ensemble to embody the tenets of
Truth, Beauty, Freedom, and above
all, Love.
Moulin Rouge! The Musical will play
its final Melbourne Show on April 29,
before it opens in Sydney in May.

• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants
#530717

All work guaranteed - Fully insured - Pensioner/Senior discount

9897 1688

lighting and the spectacular set design
allowed the story to be told.
Truth
Happily, it is not just the music that
has been updated from the film.
In the Me Too era, Satine (played by
Alinta Chidzey) is given more agency
than her filmic Nicole Kidman version;
despite her position as courtesan/
prostitute, she can assert her romantic
wants and needs, she plays an active
part in her healthcare and life choices.
Gone too is the laughter at disabilities,
Toulouse-Lautrec (Timomatic) is no
longer played up as the freakishly
short little person, and Santiago (Ryan
Gonzalez) no longer plays narcolepsy

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
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High pressure cleaning Rebed & repoint
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Preloved festive season gifts
By DON HUGHES
AS THE FESTIVE season draws near,
many will need quality, preloved gift
ideas.
Tam Mayo is the assistant manager at
the Lions Op Shop, working alongside
experienced retail manager Annie
Watkins.
Juggling three part-time jobs and
a business/law degree study at ACU,
Tam relishes the hands-on and
practical experience provided at the
op shop.
Living only a few streets away, “I
can walk to work where I can put into
practice the theory and skills that I
have been studying at ACU”.
This exposure to a vibrant retail
outlet, including both volunteer and
paid staff, is an enriching experience
for any young person.
Ta m s a i d s h e w a s e xt re m e l y
impressed with the donations from
the Warrandyte community and
enjoys on-selling preloved items to a
generation who are keen to look after
our environment.
“It is amazing how fashion is cyclic
throughout the decades — quality and
style, never go out of fashion”, she said.
The shop’s customers are diverse
explained Tam.
“Little kids discovering wonderful
items they have never seen before —
the more elderly reminiscing past and
fond times.
Struggling families also, needing
some basic kitchen utensils, cash-poor
students updating their wardrobe, or
the avid collector finding that little
piece of rare treasure.
Pre-loved goods can be donated and
left at our front or rear doors any
day before 2:30pm — to give our
volunteers time to store and display
them.
Unfortunately, our shop does not
have enough floorspace to accept
furniture”.
Conveniently located centrally at

1/168 Yarra Street, the Lions Op Shop
caters for all tastes and budgets.
Enriching our community and
helping those in need is the useful
work undertaken by the Warrandyte
Lions for the last 50 years, with all
profits from the op shop going back
into the community.
Warrandyte Lions’ Golden Jubilee
Next year is the Golden Jubilee of
Warrandyte Lions.
Especially those aspiring to the retail
industry, invaluable experience can
be gained as a purveyor of quality,
preloved goods with a placement on
the volunteer sales team.
The Lions are well established in
Warrandyte with not only the op shop,
but also assisting at the Warrandyte
Market and contributing to the
popular wonguim wilam river park
by the bridge.
Warrandyte Lions also established
the iconic green and gold Warrandyte
car window decals!
Warrandyte Lions’ Secretary, Lyn
McDonald, recently put the “roar” out
for new members of the Lions’ Den!
Many enquired and are now assisting
in this important and satisfying

Tam Mayo outside the Op Shop
volunteer work.
Just like Simba’s inspiring quest in
the Lion King, the kingdom has been
saved.
New members are prowling to the
Warrandyte Lions Club.
More paws, however, are always
needed on the ground.
“Particularly to help out in the op
shop”, said Lyn.
“With a growing influx of tourism in
Warrandyte, the op shop is booming,
and helpers are always welcome to the
Pride of Warrandyte!”
To see how you can help, contact
Secretary: Lyn McDonald,
0418 329 133
warrandyte.lions@gmail.com
The Op Shop is open Wednesday
to Sunday at 168 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte
opshop@lionsclubwarrandyte.org.
au
Follow the Lions Op Shop on
Facebook facebook.com/
warrandytelionsopshop

Gooligulch reopening
THE REFURBISHMENT of the
much loved Wonga Park playspace,
based on Graeme Base’s book,
My Grandma Lived in Gooligulch,
is now complete with an official
opening scheduled for 4pm,
Wednesday, December 15.
Children can once again ride
kangaroos, befriend wombats,
emus and other characters under
the watchful eye of Grandma at the
refurbished Gooligulch Playspace
in Wonga Park.
Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert said
the refurbishment was a successful
collaboration between Council,
author Graeme Base and the
original Gooligulch creative team,
featuring artists, fabricators and
suppliers.

“We listened to the community
and worked together to preserve the
park’s distinctly Australian theme,
inspired by the book.
“The refurbished park will ensure
new generations of children can
experience this unique story and
iconic playspace for years to come,”
she said.
The refurbishment includes a
renovated house for Grandma,
refurbished play units for children,
and reinstated art panels, improved
seating, landscaping, picnic areas
and signage for everyone.
The official opening will include
storytelling, hearing from the
original creative team and Christmas
decoration for Grandma’s house.
The upgrade is part of
Manningham’s Parks Improvement
Program.
“Thank you to our community
for their patience over the last
few months as we complete the
refurbishment,” Cr Kleinert said.
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Should we impress or connect heartfully this Christmas?
wellness
By MAREE ZIMNY
DID WE GET wiser during the
pandemic and wake up to what is
truly important?
With our freedom slowly returning,
the first thing we may want to do is
spend big to make up for what we
missed out on during the lockdowns.
Christmas is glimmering with store
sales to tempt us back to a familiar
pattern of constantly updating, getting
more, and being more carefree or
reckless with our purchases.
Suppose we stop for a moment and
think about the “gifts” we cherished
during lockdown, such as hearing a
voice or seeing the face of a relative or
friend — even if it was via a computer
screen.
It was fulfilling, yet nothing compares
to a real hug, kiss, or physical closeness
— a heart to heart connection, with
family, friends, our community, and
even strangers.

Stopping old, unrewarding patterns
Spending money on gifts may feel
like the normal thing to do this time of
year, and a slice of normal is precisely
what most of us want right now.
But maybe this is a good time to
reflect on our spending choices, and
make better, wiser, more personal gift
decisions.
Ask yourself, is it:
• an overly expensive gift?
• another item to put in the
cupboard
• a dust collector
• an “upgrade” with few extra
features that never really get used?
• old habits of buying and their
expectations?
• a way to show you care?
• to keep up with the Joneses?
Ask yourself, “what is it that is driving
me to purchase those items?”
What happened to our society?
Buying gifts is an expectation these
days.
It can often seem like feelings of
love and genuine appreciation are no
longer considered when buying a gift.

Remember, if you are getting your
values fulfilled by external events, like
buying, other people’s acceptance of
you, or compliments, it will be harder
for you to fulfil your heart’s desires if
it’s based on something outside of you.
You don’t need external validation
to feel good anymore, as you are more
than enough, and you have a heart
with good intentions.
What happened to the value of
time?
Time is relative.
W h e n w e a re hav i ng f u n , o r
experiencing joy or love, as the truism
goes “time flies”.
If we are in a situation where we
want to be somewhere else, or with
someone else, time will often feel like
it is moving slower.
This is something most of us will have
experienced, at some point, during
lockdown.
The time was long and hard when
we were apart from loved ones, even
if we were busy.
But, when we finally caught up with
our loved ones — family and friends —
the past was irrelevant; it was all about

connection, acceptance, validation.
Buyer’s remorse
Is spending to impress our way of
fulfilling our values and needs, to
be appreciated, loved, accepted, or
something else?
Did you buy something in the spur
of the moment thinking it will impress
someone, they will accept you more,
love you more, or do you feel like you
accomplished something; check on
the emotion behind the need to buy it.
What are you trying to feel in buying
it?
What if we tried to connect more on
what we truly missed, family, heartfelt
connection, community, face to face
conversations, and hugs.
Sometimes we have been guided
or marketed to spend, buy gifts, new
things, fancy things, trending items
and gift them to the ones we love.
But is that what we desire?
Has lockdown and losing our
connection with our loved ones taught
us something valuable?
How many of you realised the
value of connecting with people vs
materialistic items?

Remember, when we meet people,
we often remember them by how they
made us feel.
When you last met that person, did
they make you feel uplifted, joyous or
drained?
What will you do differently next
time?
How will you make it so both of you
feel uplifted, joyous — how will you
make it a win/win?
“A beautiful heart can bring things
into your life that all the money in the
world couldn’t obtain”
—Dau Voire
Merry Christmas and may you have
a wonderful, joyous and happy New
Year.
Maree Zimny is a qualified
Clinical Hypnotherapist, Quantum
Frequency Coach, NLP and
HeartMath ® Certified Trainer
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress,
Communication and Anger
Management
0403 325 858
Facebook.com/
thereliefcliniconline

From our Family to yours
we wish you a
Merry Christmas
AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS

104 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte
9844 0396
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Book Review: In defence of Ric Throssell
review
By JAMES POYNER
THE COLD WAR, spies, secret cyphers,
intrigue, defection, betrayals — who
doesn’t love a good spy story?
The stories we see on screen and
in fiction are exciting, adventurous,
glamourous sometimes — but these are
just fiction — often the real stories are
much more interesting.
Karen Throssell’s latest book, for
instance.
The Crime of Not Knowing Your Crime
is a spy story of sorts, it has secret
cyphers, defection, and betrayal.
But the protagonist in this engaging
creative non-fiction novel is not a spy,
despite what some of the spies of the
time and those who got their stories in
the press decades later might say.
Ric Throssell, the son of Katherine

Susannah Prichard, an Australian
author and political activist, was a
public ser vant, working for the
Department of External Affairs, and
as part of his early career was posted
to Russia.
In a way, in a time when Communism
was considered a threat to Western
societies and phrases like “Reds under
the bed” meant everyone was under
suspicion, it is easy to accept that an
Australian public servant, writer, and
actor, whose mother was a co-founding
member of the Communist Party of
Australia, could be a Soviet spy.
In this book, Karen tells the story of
her father, Ric, whose appearance at
the Royal Commission on Espionage
1955-56 (RCE) to give evidence was
enough to derail his career, and the
disproven accusation of his spy mastery
was enough to fuel sensationalist and
damaging editorials in mainstream
media, right into the early 2000s.

For Karen, the publishing of The
Crime of Not Knowing Your Crime is the
culmination of a long literary journey
which began 12 years ago.
Written as poetry and prose by Karen,
transcripts of conversations by Ric
Throssell, and a mixture of newspaper
clippings and extracts from the RCE.
The style of the book is set out as if
you are reading through a dossier of
evidence — and it is a compelling read.
The tragic story of how the system
betrayed Ric Throssell, and marks for
the record how he was unable to defend
and rebuke sensationalist articles in
mainstream media because the Editors
simply weren’t inclined to tell his side
of the story.
The epilogue is a fascinating essay
by Cold War historian Phillip Deery,
providing critical social, political, and
bureaucratic context, which helps the
reader understand how the actions
against Ric Throssell were cultivated

by a government paranoid about the
perceived threat of Communism while
reeling from an intelligence embargo
from the US.
When we think and read about the
Cold War, we often see the big things,
West vs East, proxy wars, nuclear
weapons.
Karen’s book tells a very personal,
relatable story about a life during
the Cold War, which for anyone with
the slightest interest in that period of
history is a must read.
But more importantly, this book puts
on the record the life of Ric Throssell,
public servant, and rebukes the
accusations and insinuations against
him.
The Crime of Not Knowing Your
Crime: Ric Throssell Against ASIO
by Karen Throssell is published by
Interventions Inc and available at
all good bookshops.

A transition we have to make — and NOW
green edge

By JEFF CRANSTON
WarrandyteCAN

UNDER HUGE international pressure,
the Federal Government has finally
made a commitment to net zero
emissions by 2050.
While this is certainly welcome, it
also tends to divert attention from
the Government’s failure to update its
grossly inadequate interim emissions
target of 26 – 28 per cent by 2030.
With emissions from transport

making up around one-quarter of
greenhouse gas pollution, any plan
for a further significant reduction in
emissions by 2030 necessarily involves
a transition to vehicles powered from
renewable sources.
Again under great pressure, the
government has belatedly announced
its Future Fuels and Vehicles Strategy
supporting the transition to electric
vehicles (EVs) — a stark contrast to its
rejection of Labor’s EV policy in the
lead-up to the last Federal Election.
Among other things, the new policy
aims to enable EV charging and
hydrogen refuelling facilities to be
provided where they are needed and
to achieve a higher uptake of lowemission vehicles in fleets operated
by the private sector and government.
Policy objectives like these are already
reflected in measures taken at other
levels of government.
For example, under the Manningham
Council’s budget for 2021/22, provision
is made for funding the installation of

new EV charging points at key council
locations.
And Council has converted part of
its own fleet to hybrid and electric
vehicles, with the transition to more
EVs planned once the infrastructure for
more charging points is in place.
While the policy objectives announced
by the Morrison government are a step
in the right direction, they don’t go
nearly far enough.
The new strategy is misguided in
not seeking to directly address the
key impediment to the uptake of
electric vehicles — namely, the cost to
consumers.
Moreover, it fails to set any targets for
the reduction in the number of petrol
or diesel vehicles on our roads, or for
banning sales of such vehicles.
Last year, EVs made up just 0.7 per
cent of sales in Australia.
It is encouraging that in the first six
months of 2021, 8,600 more EVs were sold
in Australia than in all of 2020, but our
uptake of EVs is still embarrassingly low.

By contrast, in September this year,
pure electric cars accounted for 15 per
cent of new vehicle sales in the United
Kingdom, while in Norway — the world
leader in the uptake of EVs — around 80
per cent of new passenger vehicles are
now all-electric.
The reason for the very low uptake
of EVs in Australia has been poor
leadership, especially at a national level.
Governments should be offering
strong incentives aimed at rapidly
increasing the number of EVs on our
roads.
These could take the form of subsidies
to consumers, as supported by New
South Wales Treasurer, Matt Kean.
“I would encourage the Federal
Government to be looking at doing
things like providing direct support for
people who want to purchase an EV.
“There are a range of taxes and charges
that could be waived,” Mr Kean said.
By way of example, in Norway, tax
incentives are used to reduce the cost of
EVs and make them readily affordable

as compared with petrol or diesel
vehicles.
Whereas in the UK, Boris Johnson’s
Conservative government has adopted
a quite different approach, modelled in
part on a similar scheme developed by
California in the 1990s.
Under the so-called electric vehicle
mandate, car manufacturers will be
required to sell a certain number of
electric cars.
If they fail to do so, they will have to
purchase expensive credits from more
successful competitors.
The time is long past when any
government should be supporting the
right of people to drive petrol or dieselguzzling vehicles if they want to.
We’re facing a severe climate crisis
and we need transition away from such
vehicles as a matter of urgency.
Jeff Cranston is a member of local
climate change action group
WarrandyteCAN
Find them on facebook:
www.facebook.com/warrandytecan

Struggling with the festive season
mental health
By STEPHANIE FOXLEY
MCouns, MACA
CHRISTMAS AND New Year are just
around the corner.
Restrictions have been lifted and
families and friends are once again able
to reunite with one another.
The Christian celebration of Christmas
is a time for family, of sharing, of
laughter and love.
This is not solely pertinent to Christian
festivities, it is also pertinent to all
religious celebrations, no matter what
denomination.
But, for some of us, it is a time when
we might feel more vulnerable and more
alone than normal.
Feeling alone does not always mean
we are on our own, many of us can feel
alone, even when we are living with our
partner or family.
When there is a loss of connectedness,

loneliness can creep up on us.
Then of course there are those of us
who do live alone, or perhaps do not
have any family in this country, or even
in another country.
There are those too, who have family,
but for whatever reason, there is no
contact.
It might also be a time when we are
triggered by a loss.
The grief over a husband, wife, partner,
child, relation, or friend.
Being able to enjoy this festive season
may be scarred by the death of someone
close to us, leaving us unable to be
happy because they are not there or feel
guilty that we can have fun without them
being with us.
Grief can hit us like a tsunami at this
time of year.
Perhaps we need to give ourselves
permission to be happy?
The impending loneliness of Christmas
can be so very daunting for some.
Maybe our financial situation might
have changed this festive season,
perhaps we are not able to be as

generous as we might want to be,
or, in fact, to even afford to lay on a
celebration for those close to us.
The lack of funds may inhibit our
ability to purchase a gift or provide a
special meal.
The plethora of emotions can run high
over the festive season.
For others it is a time of temptation to
return to old habits, of overindulging in
food and alcohol.
The hard work of losing those kilos
throughout the year may be doomed
by the enjoyment of various parties and
celebrations, whereby we are tempted to
eat far too much and expand our bellies
to the full.
The ability to be out socialising again,
may be what sends us over the top if
we have only just managed to give up
drinking as much alcohol as we used to?
Overindulgence is always a worry at
this time of year, but don’t worry, our
New Year’s resolutions with solve that!
Or will they?
What about the New Year?
The end of the year is a good

DAWSONS
TREE SERVICES

safety first
A family business with over 40 years experience
• Large Tree Specialists
• Hedge Trimming Experts
From
• Stump Grinding
• Mulch Available
$100
• FREE Quotes
• Consulting Arborist
$20 million insurance
No Fuss No Mess No Stress
9720 5111

two birds
and a barrow

GARDENING

time to reflect over the past year;
our achievements, our failures, our
relationships — the good, the bad and
the ugly!
It is also a good time to look forward
to our hopes and dreams for the future,
for the next year, setting some goals
and turning our focus to make positive
changes in our lives.
Even this can be hard for some.
The pain and anguish of looking back
might be too hard, and the prospect of
hope for the future seems unattainable.
Living in the present is hard enough.
Getting through each day can be a task
in its own right.
So please spare a thought for those
who struggle with the festive season.
Be it a neighbour, a friend, or a member
of your family — keep an eye out for any
changes in their behaviours and reach
out if you feel they are struggling.
Being aware that some people struggle
with Christmas or New Year is not a
reason to not enjoy yourself, but it is
an opportunity to spare some time for
those less fortunate around us.

So, may this festive season be as good
as it can be for everyone and let there be
hope for the new year!
A hope for better things to come.
For each of us to be the best version of
ourselves that we can be.

Stephanie Foxley has lived and
worked in the Manningham district
for over 20 years.
Now relocated to Queensland she
offers online counselling services
via Zoom.
Medibank, Bupa, Police Health
Fund and Doctor’s Health fund
accredited.
Memberships: ACA, CCAA, PACFA
0407 921 122
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: 1800 650 890
Coronavirus Line: 1800 020 080
Health and Human Services:
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Lawn Mowing And Whipper Snipping
Backyard Clean Up Services
Tree Pruning And Removal
Weeding And Mulching
Hedge Trimming
Property Maintenance
& Odd Jobs

specialising in natural Australian gardens

0488 994 669

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

Jake Clancy mob.
Qualified Arborist

0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare
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Tax implications of investing in cryptocurrencies
finance
By BRIAN SPURRELL
IF YOU ARE AMONGST the estimated
600,000 taxpayers that have invested in
cryptocurrencies or are attracted to the
idea, then this month’s column should
be of interest to you.
On May 28, 2021, the Australian
Taxation Office (ATO) issued a statement
addressing Australia’s cryptocurrency
investors and explaining how the ATO
will be accessing customer data from all
Australian digital currency transactions
as far back as 2014.
In determining tax liability, the ATO
is collecting data from cryptocurrency
exchanges and comparing it to amounts
entered in previous tax returns.
The ATO reminded Australian
cryptocurrency users to report all gains
on their tax return.
Approximately 100,000 taxpayers
will receive a warning letter outlining
their obligations and asking them to
review their previously lodged returns,
and a further 300,000 are expected to
be prompted as they lodge their 2021
Tax Return.
Failure to declare cryptocurrency
gains can attract a penalty of 75 per cent

of the outstanding liability plus the tax
itself and interest on the shortfall.
However, if you realise you have made
a mistake and correct your return, the
ATO will significantly reduce penalties.
If you do not take such action when
reminded, you face the risk of an audit
by the ATO.
How is cryptocurrency taxed?
The ATO does not regard Bitcoin and
other cryptocurrencies as money, nor
as foreign currency.
I n s t e a d , t h e AT O c l a s s e s
cr yptocurrency as property and
therefore as an asset for Capital Gains
Tax purposes.
However, cryptocurrency can also be
viewed as and taxed as ordinary income
depending on your intentions and
setup — essentially, whether you are an
investor or a trader of cryptocurrency.
Determining if you are an investor
or a trader?
You will be classed as an investor
if you buy and sell cryptocurrency as
a personal investment stock with the
objective of building wealth over an
extended period of time, and with the
intention of making a profit from a longterm capital gain.
It appears that most Australian
cryptocurrency users fall into this

category and accordingly any profits
will be subject to Capital Gains Tax
(CGT).
Investors who hold their
cryptocurrency for more than 12
months will be able to access the 50
per cent CGT discount.
A Capital Gains Tax Event will occur
when:
• you sell your cryptocurrency,
• exchange one cryptocurrency for
another,
• convert cryptocurrency to
Government issued currency,
• gift your cryptocurrency, or

• spend your cryptocurrency when
accepted by a seller of goods or
services.
Your capital gain, or loss, is the
difference between your sale proceeds
(in A$) minus fees — and your purchase
cost (in A$), plus fees.
If you have made a capital loss you can
offset this against other capital gains,
but not your ordinary taxable income.
Note, if you make a capital gain, and
you have carried forward losses from
prior years you must firstly offset the
losses against the current year capital
gain(s).
This must be done before applying
any discount you qualify for.
You will be classified as a trader
if you are using cryptocurrency as a
means to generate an income stream
and operating along business lines by
trading, forging, mining, running a
cryptocurrency exchange, or regularly
buying and selling for short term gains.
The income you earn from trading
cryptocurrency is taxed as ordinary
income and will attract tax at the rates
applicable if trading as an individual, or
at company rates if you are trading as a
business through a company structure.
In order to work out your income as a
trader you must keep accurate records
(in A$) of purchases and sales, using

conversion rates applicable at the date
of the purchase and sale.
Tips on using cryptocurrency
• The best tip for nailing your
cryptocurrency gains and losses is
to keep accurate records.
So, for each transaction you
should note the date, the value at
the time (in A$), the purpose of
the transaction, and the parties
involved — even if it is just your
wallet address.
• Search for a publication called
Australian Crypto Tax Guide
2021 for more information and
tools to assist you in getting your
cryptocurrency information
together for tax purposes.
The content of this article is not
intended to be relied upon as
professional advice and should not
be used as such.
If you have any questions, consult a
registered tax agent.

Brian Spurrell B A, B Com, Dip Ed,
FCPA, CTA, Registered Tax Agent.
Director, Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113
0412 011 946
www.ptasaccountants .com.au

Meeting and standing with trees
meeting with remarkable trees
By JENNAH ROSE
THIS MONTH I’ve spent considerable
time in the Redwood Forest east of
Warburton, and although I initially
chose to explore only Manningham
when writing Meeting with remarkable
trees, this month, with restrictions
eased, it feels completely appropriate
to expand to new horizons.
The Redwoods pictured are a forest
of uniformly positioned Sequoias
semperviren trees.
Planted in 1930 by the Board of
Works as a hydrography research
program, the trees were abandoned
when WW2 broke out and now stand
tall surrounded by the Yarra Ranges
National Park.
They are well worth a visit.
At the time of visiting, COP26
Glasgow was about to start and, while
wandering, I wondered what would be
discussed regarding our world’s forests
and the situation of trees in general.
COP26 stands for Conference of the
Parties and is held annually (minus a
few years), making this year’s one the
26th meeting.
It is a gathering of 197 nations
and territories that have signed up
to the United Nation’s Framework
Convention on Climate Change.
All topics related to the environment
are brought to the table, and the meet
this year is considered to be a crucial
turning point in that we need to act
immediately to revert disastrous
climatic conditions.
So where do trees stand in the global

picture?
We know that trees absorb CO2,
produce oxygen, cool the air and lower
temperatures in their vicinity.
Trees provide food and housing for
the vast expanse of biodiversity which
of course includes us.
However, these provisions are only a
part of the human picture.
We derive at least 17 products from a
variety of trees to accommodate over
5,000 daily commodities in our lives.
Latex, cork bark, guar gum, carnauba
wax, henna and lignin are a few used
to make protective gloves, wine corks,
chewing gum, car polish, hair dye and
pet food respectively.
Mulberry tree leaves are used to
feed the larva of Bombyx Mori, the
caterpillar used to make silk.
The furniture polish, Shellac, comes
from lak insects that feed on Kusum
trees.
If we look in detail at wood:
toothpicks, matches, cricket bats,
musical instruments, pencils, icecream sticks, picture frames, toys,
crutches, wine and spirit barrels,
fences, bridges, rowing oars, walking
sticks and so on.
The by-product of processed wood
is pulp, so wrapping paper, books,
printing paper, egg cartons, tissues,
coffee filters, magazines, newspapers,
toilet paper, envelopes, cardboard
boxes, wallpaper, notebooks... the list
goes on.
From pulp is extracted cellulose, the

incredibly strong molecules that give
trees their strength.
Cellulose can be found in nylon
and rayon clothing, cellophane,
adhesives, food additives, sandwich
bags, cigarette filters, nappies and
sanitary pads, floor tiles and plastics
such as helmets and hard hats.
Chemically, trees provide for leather
tanning agents, cleaning products,
fungicides, insecticides, perfumes and
cosmetics and explosives.
The sodium lauryl sulphate listed
on the back of your shampoo or
shaving creams is a by-product of
papermaking.
Trees provide for medicines such
as Taxol for cancer, Aldoril for
hypertension, L-Dopa for Parkinson’s
disease and quinine for malaria.
Even the screens of our mobile
phones contain the above-mentioned
cellulose.
So, you can see that a world without
trees goes far beyond a breath of fresh
air and a revitalising walk.
We are inextricably linked to, and
dependent on, trees.
For this reason, I encourage the
meeting of trees to be explored from
a new perspective, that they clearly
support us and are entities in their
own right.
In meeting with a tree, the tree also
meets us, not only in its whole, living
existence but in and around us in their
endless provision for the fine details of
our material lives.
It is a few weeks on while I write to
complete this.
I have headed to northern NSW for a
short break and have spent the day in
a luscious rainforest dripping with life,
attempting to protect the endangered

Fleay’s barred frog.
A small thing perhaps, but this forest
— the Nightcap National Park — was to
be cleared for forestry plantation once
upon a time but saved by activists.
What a blessing.
As far as I know, forestry was
discussed at COP26, but ultimately,
because of our material requirements
and therefore the need for plantations,
the dire situation of the world’s forests
rests on our shoulders as consumers of
their products.
Oh dear, I had planned on filling the
page with Christmas cheer.
I can share instead that the many
months of lockdown really gave me
cause for reflection about what I really
hope for in life and for the future of
the world.
Here up north, I am staying with
a friend who has an Indigenous
American name, Stands with Trees.
Witnessing the devastating problems
and dramatic changes occurring and
knowing we must, and can, act, I have
found overwhelming.
But I am also greatly encouraged by
her name, as it reminds me of standing
among the redwoods back in Victoria
and, like a tiny frog in a huge forest that
it will never see its whole home, I am
playing my part in making personal
changes in my everyday little life
knowing it will have an effect on the
bigger picture.
R a t h e r t h a n d e s p a i r, I f e e l
empowered, and I hope you, too, are
able to see yourselves as small frogs
that matter in the biodiversity of life.
Trees are remarkable and they are
our friends.
I hope you will stand with them.

Photo JENNAH ROSE
Meeting with Remarkable Trees
is a monthly reflection on the old,
the sacred, the mysterious and the
poetic.
Jennah is captivated by the
presence of trees and is a practicing
Forest Therapy Guide. If you have
a favourite tree you’d like to share,
please email her - jennahmrose@
outlook.com.
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Marty (1955)
Stars Ernest Borgnine, Betsy Blair Written by Paddy Chayefski Directed by Delbert Mann (Produced by Burt Lancaster)

classic movies
By JUDY DUNGEY
OF ALL THE black and white
treasures of 1950s Hollywood, Marty is
undoubtedly the most wonderful of all.
This little, low-budget gem won itself
not only four Oscars (Best Picture,
Director, Actor and Writer — against
such powerhouse competition as
Rebel Without a Cause, Bad Day at
Black Rock, Picnic and more) but also
the coveted Palm d’Orr in Cannes; not
to mention a raft of BAFTAs, Golden
Globes and so on.
Burt Lancaster produced the film and
some say it was his best.
He had worked with Ernest Borgnine
on From Here to Eternity, where
Borgnine played the vicious stockade
Sergeant, “Fatso” Judson.
Lancaster recognised the gentle giant
inside Borgnine and cast him as Marty,
a good-natured Italian butcher who
lives with his mother in the Bronx.
In his mid-30s, Marty lives under
a constant barrage of harassment
from his mother, sisters and even his
customers.
“When are you going to get married?”
is their constant call.
“Shame on you, you should have lots
of children by now”.
“Why don’t you find a nice girl and
settle down?”
We s o o n l e a r n o f t h e m i s e r y
underneath Marty’s jovial demeanour.
He’s been looking for a girl every
Saturday night of his life.
He and his best friend, Angie (Joey
Mantell) are both in the same situation;

however, Angie just wants “a dame”,
any dame, and has given up on finding
true love.
After years of searching, Marty, too,
has faced the reality that he may never
marry.
He tells his mother in despair as
she pressures him to go out to the
Stardust Ballroom, a place “loaded
with tomatoes”.
“Ma, sooner or later, there comes a
point in a man’s life when he’s gotta
face some facts.
And one fact I gotta face is that,
whatever it is that women like, I ain’t
got it… I’m just a fat, little man.
A fat, ugly man… I don’t wanna go
to the Stardust Ballroom because all
that ever happened to me there was
girls made me feel like I was a-a-a bug.
I got feelings, you know.
I-I had enough pain.
No thanks, Ma!”
Marty just wants to be left in peace
to lick his wounds and withdraw from
the search.
But his friends don’t want to leave
him to his solitude.
They need his company.
This film is the genesis of the circular
“What do you want to do tonight? – I
don’t know, what do you want to do?”
routine that has kept stand-up comics
with material for years.
Somehow, Marty and Angie
discussing how to fill a Saturday night
is not at all amusing, but captures the
emptiness of their lives and is ineffably
sad.
Despite his reluctance, in the end,
Marty goes to the Stardust ballroom,
and in a vignette that demonstrates the
tawdry cynicism of the times, a stranger
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(who has had a better offer from an
old girlfriend) offers Marty $5 to take
his “dog of a blind date” off his hands.
Marty refuses, but intrigued, watches
as the trade takes place.
The “dog” refuses the arrangement
and runs outside in tears.
In his concern for the girl, Marty
makes a somewhat opportunistic,
even predatory move, and follows her
outside, offers assistance and winds up
with her crying on his shoulder.
They dance and suddenly find they
are getting on beautifully.
Marty can’t stop talking and the girl,
Clara (Betsy Blair — who by the way
was married to Gene Kelly at the time)
is a great listener.
The two find that perhaps they are
neither of them “the dogs they thought
they were”.
They leave the ballroom and just walk,
enjoying themselves for perhaps the
first time in a long time.
In a sign of things to come, they meet
up with Angie, who wants Marty to join
him with a carload of nurses (“sure
things”).
Marty introduces Clara and explains
that he will be taking her home.
Angie barely acknowledges her
presence and rudely stands with his
back to her, exhorting Marty to make
up the numbers with the nurses.
When Marty refuses, he is clearly not
pleased.
After an awkward scene back at
Marty’s house Marty eventually takes
Clara back home and promises to ring
her early next day.
He virtually flies home on wings of
barely-contained emotion.
Next day he wakes full of the joy of life.
H o w e v e r, t h i n g s h a v e b e e n

happening.
His mother is concerned about her
sister, who lives with her son, but does
not get on with her daughter-in-law and
has been asked to leave.
Marty is happy to have her come to
live in their house, but along the way
vaguely comments that the house is
big and dilapidated and perhaps they
should sell it.
This ties in to his aunt’s prediction
that once Marty marries, his own
mother, too, will become old and
useless and cast aside by her family.
Marty asks what his mother thought
of Clara when she met him on the
previous night, and suddenly his
mother is not so keen on his finding
a nice girl.
Clara is not pretty; Clara was alone in
a man’s house, so is of doubtful virtue;
Clara is old.
He talks to his cousin, who is in the
middle of a fight with his wife.
Marty wants advice as to whether he
should buy the butcher shop where
he works and mentions he might get
married one day, but his cousin (Jerry
Goldsmith) tells him in no uncertain
terms that marriage is for the birds and
Marty should stay single forever.
He catches up with Angie who cannot
understand why Marty is so interested
in “that dog” he was with last night.
It is clear that Marty’s new romance
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threatens the status quo for everyone.
His mother is afraid of being thrown
on the scrap heap.
Angie fears that, without Marty, his
own single existence will be intolerable.
As the day rolls on and it is evening,
Clara is shown sitting in her parents’
home watching Sunday night television.
The camera closes in on her face and
we see her tears and hear the loud
silence of the telephone not ringing.
The next and final scene ties
everything together and makes Marty
one of the most loved films of the
decade.
Even in these days of all-night
clubbing and on-line dating services,
for some people the world has not
changed that much — the spectre of
rejection is perhaps even more painful
in these days of evermore isolating
norms.
I wonder if Marty would even be given
entrance to a modern nightclub — I
doubt the bouncers would find him to
be one of the beautiful people they
allow inside.
In fact, Clara would probably not pass
the test either, and perhaps they would
meet up outside on the pavement just
the same.
Or; both of them might have swiped
left on each other and there would be
no story at all.
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Active November at WPS

By CLAIRE LAMBERT
INSPIRED BY THE Manningham
Council Walk to School Initiative,
students at Warrandyte Primary School
participated in extra physical activities
before school during November.
As well as a school-wide
encouragement to students to actively
and safely travel to school each day,
every Wednesday, teachers meet
students before school to run or walk
laps on the oval, and every Friday to go
for a hike in the State Park adjoining

the school.
The before-school bushwalks have
included using a compass, looking for
landmarks, and spotting and listening
for the variety of birds and other
wildlife that call Warrandyte home.
Matilda, in Grade 5, commented that
she loves being able to spend time out
in the fresh air before putting a mask
on to enter the classroom.
Izayah says that it is good to use up
some energy before school and has
enjoyed running around the oval while

chatting to his friends.
Tristan has enjoyed the views of
Warrandyte that he has seen from the
hills behind WPS and loves being out
in the natural environment with other
students.
Organisers Rick Griffiths, Nicole
Tenberge, and Sue Young have been
impressed by how enthusiastically
many children have embraced Active
November at WPS, coming to school
early to take part and encouraging
their friends to join in!

Inspiring a new generation of hot shots
By SALLY FREEMANTLE
MUCH EXCITEMENT ensued during
a Prep Physical Education lesson this
month at Warrandyte Primary School
when each student was presented with
a brand new tennis racquet and ball,
along with a voucher for a free tennis
lesson at Warrandyte Tennis Club.
The students were shown how to
hold the racquet correctly and also
shown some drills they could practise
at home.
Some of the Prep students have even
been seen practising with their new
racquet and ball after school, and even
teaching their family some new skills.

The students have already been
enjoying using their new equipment:
“I was excited, I used it at the
Athletics Track practising some of my
skills,” said Isaac.
Mungo said, “I practised hitting the
ball against the wall.”
“Mum moved things in our kitchen
and I’ve been practising bouncing the
ball against the wall,” said Shae.
Many thanks to ANZ Hot Shots and
Tennis Australia for the wonderful
equipment, and to Craig Haslam,
Head Coach and Tennis Guru at
Warrandyte Tennis Club for the free
lessons to get our budding tennis
superstars off to a great start.

Craig Haslam explains: “We are so
lucky in Warrandyte to have such a
strong link between Tennis Victoria,
Warrandyte Primary School and the
Warrandyte Tennis Club.”
“This link gives kids the best possible
opportunity to get involved in the
sport of tennis.
“Tennis has so many benefits, both
physically and socially, and can be
played purely for fun or to an elite
level,” he said.
Hopefully, the students starting out
in Prep will still be playing, like so
many of the Warrandyte community,
into their 60s and 70s.

If you go down to the
woods today…
BY CLAIRE LAMBERT
IF YOU WENT down to Warrandyte
Primary School on Friday, November
12, you might have had a big surprise!
For every bear that ever there was,
gathered there because...
...that was the day the teddy bears —
and the Preps to Grade 2s, — had their
teddy bear picnic.
Students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2
all brought their favourite teddy bear or
soft toy to school and enjoyed a picnic
together.
The idea was dreamed up by one
of the Grade 2 students, Maeve, who
thought it would be a lovely idea and a
special treat for all the Junior children.

2023 YEAR 7
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Maeve’s teacher, Natasha Satler, was
so impressed with Maeve’s idea, and
her willingness to organise the event,
that she helped Maeve to advertise and
get the event up and running.
Maeve told us about the inspiration
for her teddy bear picnic.
“I got the idea because I have a lot of
teddies at home and I wanted to bring
them to school to play with.
“I wanted my friends to bring their
toys too, and I thought it would be a
lot of fun to have a picnic with all the
other children,” she said.
From the looks on the faces of the
students (and their bears), it looks like
the event was a great success.
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Pokémon goes to Warranwood
By TANYA BARLOW
WARRANWOOD Primary School held
their biennial Japanese Day last week.
Students across all year levels took
part in activities filled with tradition,
dance, craft, food and sport.
It was an unforgettable event for
the students, designed to enrich
and inspire their Japanese learning
experiences.
Students and teachers dressed up
in creative and colourful costumes
representing a variety of Japanese
icons, including Pokémon, ninjas,
sushi, sumo wrestlers, bullet trains,
cherry blossom and even soy sauce.
The students enjoyed the Japanese
Day activities, including Manga
draw ing, onigir i making, taiko

drumming, watermelon smashing,
and headband designing.
Canteen manager Megan Parker
provided sushi lunch orders on the day.
“It’s been a tough couple of years for
these kids,” she says.
“So, it’s wonderful to see them having
so much fun and enjoying a special
event with their friends again.”
Learning Japanese at Warranwood is
fun and exciting for the students and
very beneficial for their future.
The focus of the Japanese program
is to develop the students’ cultural
awareness through learning about
the Japanese lifestyle, customs and
language.
The school community highly regards
the program.

Photos: DANIELLE MARSHALL AND HARRY AYTON

Students visit their sister school in
Mito, Japan, every second year, and
the sister school reciprocates and visits
Warranwood the other year.
The parent community regularly
hosts Japanese Assistant Teachers who
support the classroom and become
part of the school community.
Assistant Principal Suzanne Kot has
visited Japan many times.
“Our Japanese Day event is a school
highlight,” she says.
“It’s an opportunity for our students
to showcase their Japanese learning,
experience Japanese inspired activities
and enjoy the vibrant culture and
traditions of Japan.
“This year was made even more
memorable with a visit from Pikachu”.

Italy comes to ACPS Oh what a night for a knight!
By JULIE BOTHAM-CLARKE
ANDERSON’S CREEK Primary School
(ACPS) looked very festive in a sea
of red, white and green as students,
teachers and staff celebrated the highly
anticipated annual Italian Day.
Organised by the effer vescent
Italian teacher, Ginevra De Benedetti,
the day focuses on the connection
between learning Italian in class and
experiencing some of Italy’s rich and
colourful culture.
It was amazing how creative the
students were in finding imaginative
ways to embrace their inner Italian.
From pizza art and Mario Kart,
Nutella jars and Ferrari cars, and the
sight of red and white and green; Italy
was everywhere to be seen.
Lots of fun was had by all when the

traditional Italian game of Bocce was
played.
Italian culture was explored as
students delved into Italian theatre
and art.
Students embraced some “armchair
travelling” when they focused on the
beautiful city of Venice.
They made their own striped
gondoliers in origami gondolas floating
atop narrow, turquoise canals.
At lunchtime, a gelato van made a
welcome (and delicious) visit to the
school, proffering rainbow gelati to
everyone — which has become a wellestablished ACPS Italian Day tradition.
After such a day of fun and activities,
students relaxed by watching the
Italian movie Luca.
What a great day.

By NATIKA JENES
IT WAS A FANTASTIC night on Tuesday,
November 23, as the Grade 5/6 students
at Anderson’s Creek Primary presented
their production Oh What a Knight.
A comedic play with singing and
dancing and a castle full of colourful
characters including precocious
princesses, a dragon, and Merlin.
Watt Cobblers, the main character
is expelled from Knight School
and reluctantly helps Merlin in his
workshop.
But trouble looms, as Merlin has
lost Excalibur and the chess loving
evil Black Knight is on the hunt for the
sword, so he can become King.
The Black Knight kidnaps the princess
and while King Arthur’s knights are
out to rescue them, they take the
wrong “strength” potion and turn into
barnyard animals.
New found friends Watt, Princess
Alice and the Dragon set off to find the
sword, rescue the princesses and save
the day.

Photos: JIMMY HARRIS

The show was performed to a small
audience of vaccinated parents who
thoroughly enjoyed the performance.
While restrictions and lockdowns
happened during this, once again
unsettled year, the cast of students still
met online to rehearse twice a week.
42 students worked really hard, to
interact and act with each other as
they worked through the scenes.
Once back in school, the production
hit the ground running with only four
weeks until showtime.
Kudos too must go to the Grade
5/6 singing and dancing ensembles,
working hard to rehearse and perfect
their pieces.
The lead roles were played by Archie
Andrew as Watt Cobblers, Sophie
Burden as Princess Alice and Paige
O’Toole as Dusty the Dragon.
The evil Black Knight was played by
Kai O’Keefe and his two blundering
henchmen were played by Rosalie
Austin and Sadie Jones.
Supporting roles were played by
Max Drieberg, Hallie Bairstow and

Toby Blackburn.
As well as a cast of 33 other amazing
actors.
As their Performing Arts teacher, I am
extremely proud of how the students
came together and worked hard to
achieve something quite extraordinary
during such difficult and trying times.
We were lucky that the restrictions
changed just in time to allow this event
to happen.
I felt that it was extremely important
that it happen for the Grade 5/6s as this
is a biannual event and the 5/6s have
missed out on so much already.
It was a pleasure to perform to a
crowd — even a small one.
The Arts is fantastic in building
students’ creativity and confidence
and after two years of lockdowns,
I think this is vital for the students’
mental wellbeing.
This could not have happened
without the combined effort of many
people especially the staff at ACPS
and parents.
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Trekking the Prom
travel
By KATRINA BENNETT
“LET’S GO ON a trip” the mountain
bike girls said.
“Sounds like a great idea” I said.
Except it wasn’t a bike trip.
No.
Although we all had perfectly
acceptable modes of transport that
involved two wheels, handlebars,
two pedals and a few other important
bits and pieces, no, we were going
walking.
Not just walking but hiking with
packs for four days.
So, if I considered my bike fitness to
be sub-par, it couldn’t hold a candle
to my hiking fitness.
If you had to rate it on the couchto-fridge fitness scale, I was standing
somewhere near the pantry.
Pulling out the backpack that I had
used twice previously in the last 20
years, it struck me that this may not
be the brightest idea.
Which is ok, I seem to have a
penchant for embarking on not the
brightest endeavours.
With my brain still a bit wonky, it
was implied that I may forget to pack
a thing or two.
Enter stage left, Dr Joz’s spreadsheet.
I have no idea what her actual PhD
was in but I suspect she now holds a
doctorate in organisation.
Turns out you can lead a Katrina to
a spreadsheet but you can’t make her

read both pages of it.
The page that I did read was very
helpful and with my pack somewhere
around 15kg, I was beginning to regret
the 10kg COVID-fat suit I appear to be
lugging around permanently as well.
Contributing nothing but my
(dubious) good looks, charm and a
shedload of sugar, I was picked up by
my tent-mate, chauffeur and resident
bird-nerd Sue, with Joz and Jodi
giggling away in the backseat there
was nothing between us and Wilson’s
Prom except copious amounts of
coffee and the long windy road.
The news about my heavy backpack
only got worse.
Upon check-in at Tidal River, we
were informed that our first campsite
had no water.
Enter another 3 kg to my pack.
How is it possible, when it’s rained
so much that half the tracks are closed
due to rain and wind damage, I’ve
had to pack a spare ark and there’s
no water?
Well, turns out it wasn’t possible.
There was a full water tank to greet
us when we got to Halfway Hut.
FFS.
Parks Victoria must be as inefficient
and underfunded as me.
I would’ve kicked the bloody tank
if my right calf didn’t feel like it had
been struck by lightning.
Sitting there watching everyone
else do all the hard work setting up a
magnificent camp fit for the queens
that we are, I tried sneaking in a snack
before dinner.

Three sets of laser beam eyes
swivelled in my direction with
Joz, Sue and Jodi suggesting that I
shouldn’t do that because I wouldn’t
be able to eat my dinner.
They were right.
I couldn’t, so on subsequent nights
I hid from them my pre-dinner sugar
intake.
After a surprisingly comfortable
night sleeping on the ground, I woke
up with no headache for the first
since my accident nine months ago.
Go figure.
It was also at this point I hit peak
middle-age.
Glaring vehemently at my pack,
gingerly limping up to it with a calf
muscle tighter than my accountant, it
was not so politely indicated I should
use hiking poles.
I refused.
Then was subsequently browbeaten
by three alpha females.
Sulking like a teenager without
internet access, I strode out of camp
and never looked back.
My life was changed.
I shall never go hiking ever again,
but if I did, those hiking poles would
be the first things I’d pack.
By morning tea time we had reached
our next campsite, Roaring Meg.
If this is middle-aged hiking, I’m
all for it.
After setting up camp, we grabbed
stuff for lunch and wandered off to
South Break, the southernmost point
of mainland Australia for lunch.
Or so I’m told,

I can’t read maps and have no sense
of direction.
What a place of rugged beauty.
It was on our way back to camp
that I discovered what the one thing
I actually contributed to this whole
expedition was.
Snake spotter.
And I’m fine with that.
The one dot point I didn’t observe
on my job description was that I
would also be pushed into the line
of snake fire to protect everyone else.
Just as we were sitting back and
relaxing, Adrienne strolled into camp,
with nary a bead of sweat on her,
carrying a pack bigger than herself.
Another pleasant and comfortable
evening was spent eating and
playing cards but only once we had
MacGyvered a seat of engineering
wonder, if not a seat of beauty.
Greeted with another magnificent
day we retraced out steps to Halfway
Hut and onwards to Little Waterloo
Bay.
With humidity sitting at about
1000% it was a welcome reprieve
to get to Waterloo Bay and for the
hardier of our quintet, i.e. Adrienne
and Joz, it was time for a swim.
It was here that Sophie and Megan
came staggering out of the wilderness
to join us for our final night.
Having seen very few other people
it was a real shock to enter a campsite
full of people.
But fear not, we set up a camp so
resplendent we would be the envy of
any other weary traveller.

Another comfortable night sleeping
was interrupted by a big bad wombat,
who came sniffling and snuffling
around looking for food.
But this four-legged marsupial with
its backwards facing pouch was no
match for me.
Claiming it could huff and puff
and blow our house down, I politely
pointed out that we were not in a
house of straw, sticks or bricks but a
modern wonder of four-season nylon
technology.
By the time I had finished my
explanation I had managed to put
Sue, the big bad wombat, and myself,
back to sleep.
The walk out the next day back to
the cars at Telegraph Saddle involved
retracing our steps because well… did
I mention already most of the tracks
were closed?
Just like that, our trip was over with
nothing left to do but have a swim,
shower and something to eat at Tidal
River.
I mean sure, there was the long
drive home, but I slept through that.
It is at this point that I thank my
“carers”, I mean would I ever have
remembered to eat, drink, put on
sunscreen and innumerable other
tasks without being reminded…
constantly.
I must also bow at the feet of the
spreadsheet.
I came home with only two pieces of
toilet paper and a cup of soup.
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Peddling our way out of 2021
By JOZICA KUTIN
THE WARRANDYTE Mountain Bike
Club (MTB3113) might not have been
able to hold as many events in 2021 as
in a ‘normal’ year — but riders easily
rolled over obstacles in their way.
February saw us snare podiums at
the Otway Odyssey event in Forrest.
Social rides were held at Westerfolds/
Candlebark, Buxton, Smiths Gully and
Plenty Gorge.
At every opportunity Dirt Devils —
our riding program for youth — went
ahead on Thursday evenings.
The Women’s Wednesday Weekly
social riders rode Candlebark and
coffee’d at Beasley’s — lockdowns and
distance permitting.
In September we held a ride
challenge — a 13.5km classic route
through the state park pockets of
Warrandyte.
Winners of the challenge, Lisa
Walshe at 1:01:53 and Gary Butcher
at 43:12, appreciated their prizes
donated by the Bicycle Superstore
Nunawading.
Then there were the series of
mapped rides that appeared every
month in this paper.
At the AGM in October, Wendy
Snowball stood down as president
(after three fabulous years) and
Stephen Goodall has now clipped
into the presidential pedals.
In 2022 MTB3113 will continue to
focus on social rides in MTB parks
outside Warrandyte, local weekly
social rides, and of course the
incredibly popular Dirt Devils.
For more information about the
Warrandyte MTB club go to
www.warrandytemtb.com.au
For the mapped rides see
warrandytediary.com.au/cyclewarrandyte
Join the Facebook page to keep
up to date with all the events and
MTB news: www.facebook.com/
groups/1464589467107634
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Dirt Devils rider Max

New Club President Stephen Goodall

Outgoing Club President Wendy Snowball

Virtual Ultra Marathons — why would you?
By JAIME NOYE,
Newbie virtual ultra-marathoner
RUNNING 1,002, or 767, or 535
kilometres in 100 days.
These are the terms of the Mirrim
Wurnit Athletics Virtual Ultra event.
Participants of the event have
registered for the equivalent distance
of running from Sydney (1,002km),
Adelaide (767km) or Mildura (535km)
to Melbourne in the defined period of
three months.
It’s no easy task to commit to a
minimum daily average of at least
5–10km, every day, for 100 days.
An ultra marathon is broadly defined
as any race length over the 42km of a
marathon.
Around a decade ago, the coined term
“backyard ultra” became a thing and
you may remember several Warrandyte
locals hung their hat last year on the
ability to run round in circles in their
own backyards to boast themselves as
backyard ultra-marathoners during
lockdown.
Mirrim Wurnit started out as a
paddock ultra, utilising a private
property in the Macedon Ranges, the
event was styled on 6.7km laps where at
each hour, runners set out to complete
one lap.
Runners had to complete the lap and
be at the start line when the next lap
started one hour later — if they weren’t
back in time, then they weren’t able to
continue… the last man standing won!
With the impacts of COVID
restrictions and social distancing,
the organisers found themselves
cancelling the event and using their
knowledge and expertise to set up a
virtual alternative to push the limits.
Running for its second year the
Sydney-to-Melbourne virtual
ultramarathon, the breadth of
participants ranges from Victorians to
overseas competitors.
Runners track their progress from

their chosen launching pad along the
extensive journey to Melbourne via
Google Street Maps.
Competitors log their daily treks
and then visually see where they have
traversed the virtual map.
Whether it be a long country road
through the Little Dessert National
Park or crossing the Great Dividing
Range, runners visually tracking their
daily progress proves to be a strong
motivator.
Locally, the running community of
Warrandyte has banded together once
again to take on yet another virtual
running challenge.
17 residents (that we know of )
are aiming to complete one of the
three lengthy distances, focused on
completing their own personal goal.
As this article goes to print, several
runners have already completed their
respective challenges 30 days ahead
of time!
Many Warrandyte runners have
sought out company of local running
buddies on the trails, a great asset to
share the mental load of the task at
hand.
Local runner Michelle Chan said,
“It’s a good event to keep motivated
as we started in lockdown, but also to
keep focusing on our own health and
movement, as we return to normal”.
Stories of local running adventures
are a plenty!
Warrandyte runners, striving to
reach the huge number of kilometres
required, have engineered some
creative traversing of the local terrain.
Some runners reporting crossing
under fence lines via wombat holes, or
turning back after reading signs stating:
“I don’t care what Google Maps says,
this is not a road”.
Following the virtual map, has been
an opportunity for families to get
involved too, with kids mapping and
tracking mum’s progress towards the
MCG in Melbourne.
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Jumping for joy — Michelle Chan (centre) with her ultra marathoning running tribe.
The Mirrim Wurnit Athletics Virtual
Ultra event’s Facebook page offers a
community feel to complement the
individual challenge.
W i t n e s s i n g e v e r y o n e e l s e ’s
achievements and hurdles, you can’t
help but be motivated to slip on the
runners and get your kilometres done
for the day.
With 20 odd days to go, all runners
still striving to reach their virtual finish
line have the end date of Christmas Eve

in their line of sight.
But it doesn’t stop us having a bit of
social fun now that restrictions have
eased.
The inaugural “Trails and Ales” is
shaping up to be a likely popular event
amongst our locals…. nothing better
than a pot at the pub after a few km’s
on a summer’s evening.
So why would you take on such a
challenge?
I don’t know that I would ever

physically r un from Sydney to
Melbourne, no matter how many days
it took me.
But with the flexibility of achieving
such distances via online virtual
platforms, these events have enabled
runners and walkers of all abilities
to have a continued focus and an
otherwise untappable motivation, to
strive for something that almost seems
impossible.
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Talented sports teacher recognised
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
MEREDITH THORNTON has been
announced as a finalist for Teacher
of the Year at the Netball Victoria
Community Awards.
A teacher since 1986 and a
Warrandytian from 1987, Meredith
embodies everything that is
community within Warrandyte.
If you can think of a community role,
chances are Meredith has at some
point held it or worked with those in
that role.
Now a PE teacher and at times
acting Principal of Anderson’s Creek
Primary School, as well as owner of
The White Owl café in the Goldfields,
and on the Warrandyte Netball Club
(WNC) committee helping the club
get grants, Meredith says she loves
working locally.
“I love being a part of the community,”
she said.
Having lived in Warrandyte for
almost 35 years Meredith said she feels
very connected with the community.
This award nomination from Netball
Victoria came as a shock to Meredith,
who said she knew nothing about it
but was “absolutely stoked, absolutely
staggered... just to be a finalist, is a real
honour”
The Netball Victoria Community
Awards celebrate the significant
achievements of individuals and
groups who have contributed to the
sport of netball in Victoria.
Speaking to the Diary, Meredith said
that she has always been passionate
about sport and in particular girls and
women being involved.
“My mum reminded me the other
day that, when I was in year 12, you
have those English essays you could
do whatever topic you wanted, and
mine was that girls should be involved
in sport,” she said.
Being a PE teacher, and being heavily
involved with WNC, Meredith is
pleased her four daughters all played

netball at Warrandyte, with Jemma still
involved as a player and coach.
Me re d i t h ha s c o a c h e d , b e e n
responsible for successfully applying
for a numb er grants and as a
committee member of the Warrandyte
Sporting Group (WSG), helped see the
construction of the fantastic facilities
now available to the netball club.
Meredith is also a past recipient of
WNC’s Club Person of the Year Award.
She said this passion has been driven
by the fact that netball has “given girls
the opportunity to shine.”
Meredith told the Diary that the
netball club was a big initiator in
setting up the WSG as an inclusive
sporting club.
“We just needed the girls to have
a home, girls were getting changed
for netball training outside or in the
bathrooms after school.”
This push has no doubt also been
a key factor in breaking the barriers
for other sports to include women
and girls, with both the cricket, and
now football club, looking to field a
women’s team.
A move Meredith says is “fantastic”
as the different codes “all work together
as a combined sports club for the
benefit of Warrandyte, and to get the
kids and young people as involved as
possible.”
O ne of the challenges of the
pandemic has been keeping the kids
engaged and especially in sport.
Meredith said that it has been
extremely hard on the kids, who have
missed out on being part of the team.
“All the PE activities I put up for
students to do at home were generally
something they could do with a parent,
or sibling, or up against a wall.”
The drop off in kids enjoying sport
has been an obvious one, but one that
“is a concern” according to Meredith,
adding that “they just haven’t had that
team aspect, when you can grow up
learning about working in a team it is

really important.”
In addition to the amazing work with
the primary school and the netball
club, Meredith has also done work for
the Warrandyte Business Association
(WBA), as a coordinator, a part time
role which stemmed from being the
manager of the community centre.
Meredith told the Diary that when
commonwealth bank was closing in
Warrandyte, there was a lot of concern
about what they [WBA] were going to
do about it.
“We [WBA] needed to set up a
different bank, someone said Bendigo

Bank they’re really good.”
“We were one of the first, around
2001 and 2002, there weren’t a lot of
community banks around but we really
liked the concept.”
After the wave of community
support, the board of WBA and also
Bendigo Bank realised that “what we
really wanted to do was to give back
to our community.”
To this day it continues to be a big
part of Warrandyte, and Meredith
continues to do amazing work within
the community.
Meredith says that she is pretty

driven, in a positive way and that
“I really like people and I really like
connections.”
“When I look back on all the things I
have done, it is all about connections,
getting people together with the
community and enjoy life and having
fun,” she said.
Meredith is a more than deserving
finalist for this award, from the Diary
team, we say congratulations and
thank you for all you have done and
continue to do in our community.

Warrandyte Tennis Club Championships
By CRAIG HASLAM
and RUBY BRADFORD
EVERYONE AT Warrandyte Tennis
Club was excited to get back on
court at Taroona Avenue, so the
Club Championships were a double
celebration.
The BBQ was pulled out of storage
and the clubhouse was adorned with
balloons as the club celebrated the
return to competition and being able
to socialise once more.
Then it was on to the matter at hand.
Junior Club Championships
This year’s junior club championships
were the most tightly contested in the
past decade.
We have an enthusiastic and
competitive crop of quality junior
players coming up through the ranks.
They continue to challenge each
other every year and more importantly
play with amazing demeaner and
sportsmanship.
Considering the recent lockdowns,
the standard this year was very high.
In the 12&U event Jess Mizzi was
champion with Taylor Aldenhoven
Runner-Up.
In the 18&U boys, Jess’ brother Dan
made it a Mizzi double, three-peating
in the singles in a replay of last year’s
win over Ed Fiddian who beat many
quality players to make the final again
this year.
In a new event this year, the President
Shield, we had the newly appointed
president Andrew Pattenden awarding
the first President Shield trophy to his
son Hamish.
Hamish beat everyone’s favourite
player Albert Su who always plays the
game with great flair and a huge smile
on his face.
The match of the day was the girls
18&U final.
It was Annabelle Tan’s first club

championship, but she played the most
amazing final against Farrah Haslam.
Every rally went to 10-20 shots of
quality hitting.
After nearly 2 hours it all came down
to a tiebreaker, with Farrah saving
match point to win the deciding tiebreaker 8–6.
Senior Club Championships
We could not have asked for better
weather for our men’s and women’s
singles and open doubles grand finals.
We had a large number of entrants
this year, meaning the finalists had to
work extra hard to earn their places.
The defending men’s champion,
Michael Ashfield, and challenger,
Jonathan Dao battled it out in a huge
three-setter.
It was a tight contest with many
impressive rallies, but Michael closed
out the match strongly, bringing the
final scoreline to 6–4, 2–6, 6–0.
There was a newcomer to the
women’s singles this year — Alaska
Nixon.
She challenged Ruby Bradford,
especially with some sharp rallies in
the second set, forcing Ruby to defend
her title 6–0, 6–3.
The senior doubles final was tense,
with both doubles pairs (Michael
Ashfield/Heidi Olynyk and Judd
Harding/Darren Fung) returning for a
second straight year.
Impressive match-play was on
display, including serve-and-volley
tactics by Judd and Darren.
The serving and return-of-serve were
equally impressive by both pairs.
However, Michael and Heidi edged
out the competition with powerful
groundstrokes, making the final score
6–2.
This makes them doubles champions
for the second year running.

Photo SUPPLIED

Junior winners

Dan and Jess Mizzi

Judd Harding volley
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Trailblazing teams take the crease
By MICHELLE HEFFERNAN
Girls
THE GIRLS are all back onto the field
and have hit the ground running,
winning the initial rounds three for
three.
It’s fantastic to see all the girls back
for this season, and we have some new
recruits bringing natural energy and
enthusiasm to our play.
The girls’ skills have progressed to
the point that they are now super
competitive in our division, and there
has been some fantastic displays of
talent over the opening rounds.
The sportsmanship that these girls
show on the field would make every
Warrandyte local proud that they are
representing them, we have had many
comments from the opposition on
the way our girls conduct themselves
during the game and after.
Round 2
Warrandyte 3/90
def Wantirna Sth 5/44
E. Heffernan 23*, V. Muleta 18*,
S. Trayford 7*, C. May 7*
E. Heffernan 3/2, M. Byth 1/13
Round 3
Warrandyte 2/112
def Templeton 4/65
E. Heffernan 35*, V. Muleta 17*,
S. Trayford 6*, M. Byth 6*
V. Muleta 1/8, P. Claringbold 1/9,
M. Byth, 1/13
Our emphasis is still on having a
great time and enjoying our cricket,
and I think the reaction from the first
few rounds is that is exactly what’s
happening.
Coaches Mick and Yasemin are
looking forward to seeing the continued
improvement over the season and
seeing the team progression as well as
individual gains.
It is a really exciting time for girls’

cricket at our club, and the girls
have brought such energy, skill and
enthusiasm to the teams and reminded
us why we love cricket.
Women
Our first game back for the Women’s
Inner East Social Comp.
The season was an on, off, and on
again affair as we were allocated a
bye, but we were back on the field for
the first round through some creative
juggling by Cricket Victoria.
The juggle, however, created another
problem, as we then played a highergrade, more experienced team.
Despite some questionable bowling
from the opposition, our players were
up to the challenge and managed to
guard our wicket well into the match.
Despite not making a big score off
the bat, the skill and commitment to
defence proved how far as a team we
had come.
Some games we can put down to
learning experiences, and this is one
of them, facing the much stronger
side gave us a gauge of how we
were tracking, and we can take this
knowledge to our next game.
The team loved being back out on
the field and, as usual, had a fantastic
time; the first games were played in
a carnival-type atmosphere, with a
record 11 teams registered to play this
season, with Warrandyte leading the
way in this competition format.
Round 1
Warrandyte 7/49
def by Hawthorn 2/179
Y. Ziada 9, R. Watts. 8.
Y. Ziada 1/10, E. Paterson 1/26
We returned to our regular grade for
our home game on Sunday, December
5 and enjoyed a great day out on the
home ground.
Players are still welcome to sign
up and either play comp or come

enjoy some fun and great company at
training on Monday evenings.

Photo supplied

Contact Michelle Heffernan:
mheffernan1975@gmail.com
0418143273

No boundaries
Currently, in the planning stage,
WCC is set to introduce a new game
format in the new year.
Walking Cricket is cricket as we
know it but designed for “mature”
participants with limited mobility or
injury and can no longer play the long
format game, and for older beginners
just starting up.
It is the same game, but with no
running allowed, a softball modified
rules and quick, low-over games.
It is suitable for males and females,
and no experience is required.
It is a fantastic way for older people
to stay active, stay connected, and have
heaps of fun.
Games are at this stage likely to be
played Monday afternoons.
For more information or to register
interest in joining the team, contact
Mheffernan1975@gmail.com or
phone 0418143273

Warrandyte Girls' XI

Photo: FIELD OF VIEW SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY

Women’s Inner East Social Competition Teams

The Warrandyte Cricket Club wishes
all of their members, their families,
our supporters and partners a safe
and merry Christmas

Shop local and support our local community
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Debutants take centre stage as cricket returns
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE

CRICKET IS finally back, and regular
as clockwork, the Round 1 rain curse
struck again meaning that teams had to
wait another week before representing
the Bloods.
Both rounds saw a number of debuts
across all divisions, with two young
players, Fynn Hood and River Holland,
making their Senior debut in the 8th
(where all the good cricketers start
their careers) and playing a big part in
the victory.
The 4th, 5th, and 6th XIs starting
undefeated, while Round 3 saw seven
of the eight teams take home the
chocolates.

1st XI

Round 2
Warrandyte 160
def by Templeton 4/162
J. Ellis 45

Round 3
Warrandyte 7/174
def Wonga Park 170
L. McAlary 58, B. Taylor 30,
C. Rakuscek 3/24,
L. Madushanka 3/27

4th XI

Round 2
South Croydon 7/169
def by Warrandyte 4/181
N. Thorpe 71, K. Trayford 51,
A. Dale 4/22

2nd XI

Round 2
South Warrandyte 7/213
def Warrandyte 8/165
A. White 74

Round 3
Eastfield 9/188
def by Warrandyte 3/193
C. Day 73*, C. Lawson 30,
N. Thorpe 3/18

Round 3
Warrandyte 9/187
def Wonga Park 147
A. White 49 & 4/41, J. Aitken 31

3rd XI

Round 2
Croydon North 8/128
def by Warrandyte 5/131
J. Poole 47*, S. Bowyer 38*,
N. Mooney 3/18, A. Closs 3.28

Round 3
Wonga Park 6/130
def by Warrandyte 9/133
J. Weatherly 40*

Round 3
Seville 6/194
def Warrandyte 4/134
T. Heffernan 62*

5th XI

Round 2
Warrandyte 8/168
def Lilydale 105
D. El Moussalli 51, D. Gidley 39,
R. Bansal 3/14

7th XI

8th XI
Fynn Hood

8th XI
River Holland

Round 3
St Andrews 96
def by Warrandyte 3/101
D. Wellesley 40*, C. Croft 3/13

6th XI

Round 2
Chirnside Park 8/121
def by Warrandyte 3/136
F. Whetters 51*, C. Jackson 32* & 3/4,
I. Broome 3/20

Round 2
Warrandyte 159
def by Mt Evelyn 1/162
G. Warren 51, B.Stubbs 51*
Round 3
Warrandyte 7/140
def Chirnside Park 9/96
D. Gidley 39

8th XI
Round 2
Washed Out
Round 3
Warrandyte 135
def St Andrews 9/126
R. Potter 2/17, F. Hood 2/24

Warrandyte “Lucky” to come away with victory
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE

ON A SUNNY, windswept afternoon,
Warrandyte Cricket Club’s 1st XI hosted
Wonga Park for Round 3 of the Newey
Plate one day competition.
Winning the toss and electing to
bat, the Bloods opened with Lachlan
McAlary and Captain Ben Taylor,
navigating the first 10 overs and getting
a solid partnership.
Taylor made 30, going out to a top
edge caught at square leg before Jack
Ellis and McAlary put together another
solid partnership and saw Warrandyte
1/74 at the drinks break.
When play resumed, and with the
intent of scoring quickly, another 19
was added in a few overs before Ellis
mistimed a drive and was caught at
mid-off for 16.
At 2/93, the game swung in favour of
Wonga Park; some tight bowling and
solid glovework from Jackson Ford saw

the Bloods lose another quick wicket
before 1st XI debutant Patrick Grocott
was out stumped (4/114).
Needing to push the run rate, the
Bloods made several quick singles
before Christopher Rakuscek was run
out for six as the Bloods sat 5/123,
heading into the final 10 overs.
While the bowling and ground fielding
was tight, Wonga Park would rue several
dropped catches, and Warrandyte
posted 7/174 in the 40 overs.
A strong total, Wonga Park came out
of the blocks hard, rotating the strike
on the good balls and punishing the
few bad balls, racing to 50 within the
first eight overs.
174 suddenly seemed like a small
total, and fortune seemed to favour
Wonga Park.
You make your own luck in cricket and
with Warrandyte already on the ropes,
enter Lakshan “Lucky” Madushanka.

The offspinner was getting through
the defence of opening batsman
Johnson before claiming the big wicket
of Ford the following over and pumping
the brakes on Wonga Park’s scoring
at 2/58.
Working in a strong partnership with
Luke Killey, the Bloods tightened the
lines before an absolute screamer was
taken at slip, and “Lucky” had a third,
and Wonga Park were suddenly 3/61.
Wonga Park rallied and looked set to
head into the drinks break three down
before another “Classic” catch moment,
this time in the gully from Madushanka
and at the drinks Wonga Park were 4/88,
and the game was right in the balance.
A tight next 10 overs ensued, with
neither side yielding.
A quick wicket after drinks before a
5th wicket partnership of almost 50 put
Wonga Park right in the driver’s seat.
The Bloods continued to charge in

CRICKET CAMPS AUSTRALIA
CRICKETCAMPS.COM.AU

2-DAY
CRICKET
CAMP
Cricket Camps Australia are back this
Summer
to offer all the fun and skill development
that we have delivered in the past.

1 and 2 Day day options available!
$140 for 2 Days, $90 for 1 Day
VENUE
Warrandyte Reserve, Warrandyte VIC
19 & 20 January 2022
Perfect for Boys and Girls of all skill levels
aged 5-12
Call 1300 914 368 or visit
australiansportscamps.com.au
to book or for more information.

and bowl tight lines, forcing some top
quality cricket, before Carrick mistimed a drive, leaving the score at 6/137.
Again, Wonga Park rallied and
heading into the last four overs, they
needed 23 runs to win, setting up a
nail-biting finish in what had been a
tight and enthralling game.
Then, in the 37th over, drama.
Wonga Park’s Jake Wigney got hold
of a shot that looked set to clear the
boundary for six before some excellent
fielding looked to have claimed the
catch, yet knowing they would fall over
the line, the ball was thrown back into
play before Brady Poole slid in to claim
the catch.
However, from the boundary line and
the stands, it looked certain that the
secondary juggled catch was controlled.
At the same time, the back foot
of Poole slid over the boundary,
spectacular as the fielding was, a call

that close and out of sight from the
umpires usually means the benefit
should go to the batsman.
After deliberation in the middle with
WCC Captain Ben Taylor, the umpires
gave the decision out, causing tension
on the sidelines between supporters of
both clubs.
Yet despite all this drama, the game
was still right in the balance.
Another close run-out call had Wonga
Park at 9/168, needing seven for victory
and with “Lucky” set to bowl the final
over.
Two quick singles before J. White from
Wonga Park slipped after backing up
at the non-striker’s end, making it an
easy runout to complete an extremely
close match that could have gone to
either team.
But on the day, Warrandyte took the
points and could be thankful that this
time, they got “Lucky”.
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