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On track for a great summer

A piece of Melbourne’s transport history provided a treat for train enthusiasts in early November when a Red Rattler (Tait) electric
train went on a driver training run from Newport to Hurstbridge and back again, via the CBD and Eltham. This photo was taken by
Montmorency resident DIANNE PELHAM-THORMAN as it travelled between Rosanna and Macleod.
And just like the old red rattler, we now find ourselves back on track for a fantastic “post-COVID”summer with more freedoms for the
fully vaccinated as the state passes 90 per cent double dose — see Page 3 for details.
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The Manningham & Nillumbik Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication,
the Warrandyte Diary. The M&N Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers on
the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect and inform
communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and sense of place
as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although
it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character,
being produced mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community.
It guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character
of the place it serves.
The Warrandyte Diary and the Bulletin reach the communities of Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Christmas Hills,
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Panton Hill, St Andrews, Wattle
Glen, Diamond Creek, Research, Eltham, Donvale, Doncaster, East Doncaster, Lower
Templestowe and Templestowe.

Warrandyte Diary is a
member publication of
Community Newspaper
Association of Victoria
(CNAV). CNAV is the
peak body for community,
not-for-profit newspapers
in Victoria.

community media solutions

OUR ROOTS
Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, some
27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the
Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold
discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a small, self-sustaining
community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and
tradespeople were joined by a number of young painters who were founding the
Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the
natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where the
municipalities of Manningham and Nillumbik now stand, the Wurundjeri people of
the Kulin nation, and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging —
and acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
continue to play within our community, and seek to tell their stories.
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ADVERTISING
The Warrandyte Diary and the M&N Bulletin are made by the community, for the
community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, community
groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make Manningham and
Nillumbik the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production costs and
associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the M&N Bulletin only, for advertising in the Diary
publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.
Full Page:
225 x 285mm $550 inc GST
Half Page:
225 x 145mm $357 inc GST
Quarter Page:
110 x 145mm vertical or
225 x 70mm horizontal
$198 inc GST
Large Business Card:
110 x 82mm $60 inc GST
Preferred positions loading:
Prices on application
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DISCLAIMER
Readers are advised that the Warrandyte
Diary and the Manningham & Nillumbik
Bulletin accept no responsibility for
financial, health or other claims published
in advertising in this newspaper.
Responsibility for election and referendum
comment in this issue is accepted by
James Poyner and Sandi Miller.
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Everybody dance now!
BY SANDI MILLER
ALMOST ALL remaining restrictions have been
lifted statewide for fully vaccinated people.
With Victoria hitting the 90 per cent double
dose milestone for eligible people, the Acting
Chief Health Officer determined that almost all
remaining restrictions be lifted in Victoria as of
Friday November 19, 2021.
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews said hitting the
milestone was “brilliant”.
“We can return to something like the normal life
we remember — businesses open, the city thriving
and families getting back to doing the things they
love together,” he said.
Fully vaccinated Victorians can now hit the dance
floor once again, and limits in the home and caps
and density limits for cafés and restaurants have
been lifted.
The vaccinated economy remains, as do masks in
some high-risk settings — as both are important
in reducing risk as we get back to normal.
All indoor and outdoor events with less than 30,000
fully vaccinated attendees will be able to proceed
with no special approval, and outdoor events with
30,000 or more will only need to publish their
COVIDSafe Plan.
This is great news for events such as Nillumbik
Artists Open Studios, Warrandyte Festival, our
many community markets, and the Eltham Jazz
Festival.
Indoor venues — including stadiums that have
a capacity of 30,000 or more — will need to get a
one-off approval of their COVIDSafe Plan from the
Victorian Government.
This means major events like the Boxing Day Test
and the Australian Open will be able to proceed
at full capacity.
Masks are still required for primary school staff
and visitors and for students in Years 3 to 6, for
workers serving the public at hospitality venues,
for indoor retail, in hospitals or care facilities, and
for people using public transport, taxi/rideshare
and planes.
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Unless there is a significant jump in hospitalisations,
the Government says customers for retail will no
longer need to wear masks after December 15.
High-risk work settings such as prisons and meat
processing will continue to require masks.
There will still be mask requirements, density limits
and caps in place for weddings, funerals, places of
worship and other settings if the vaccination status
of attendees is not being checked.
The usual exemptions will apply.
Non-essential retail settings across Victoria will
join the vaccinated economy and will only be open
to Victorians who are fully vaccinated, under 12
years and two months, or have a valid exemption.
Changes to reporting
Victorians who test positive will be further
empowered to take action and protect others, with
simple advice and guidance to help them inform
their “social contacts”.
Minister for Health Martin Foley said by focusing
on high-risk settings, cases and contacts — “and
safely removing rules that could sweep hundreds
of thousands of people into long quarantine at
any one time — Victoria is charting a path for the
rest of Australia for how to live with COVID-19
as a manageable endemic when cases inevitably
increase nationwide.”
Now the vast majority of people who come into
contact with a confirmed positive case outside
their home won’t have to self-quarantine.
These contacts will be required to get a standard
(PCR) test and isolate until they get a negative
result.
This means exposure in places like offices,
restaurants or nightclubs won’t automatically
result in quarantine for the patrons or staff.
However, the Department of Health will continue
to manage emerging outbreaks of concern
and “superspreader events” and can impose a
quarantine period on contacts on a case-by-case
basis, depending on evidence.
Cases are required to notify their workplace,
school or childcare about their positive result.
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Once informed by the case, workplaces will also
have to identify and notify employees and subcontractors — but not customers — who were
exposed to advise them to get tested.
Schools/childcare will also inform staff and
student contacts.
School and workplace contacts presenting to
testing centres for their PCR test will also be offered
rapid antigen tests (RATs) for recommended use
before entering sensitive settings.
Businesses will also self-manage their exposure in
line with public health guidance.
However, COVIDSafe practices are strongly
encouraged and a COVIDSafe plan is still required.
Exposure sites will no longer be published
The Department will now use the new alert
function in the Service Victoria app to notify
patrons of higher-risk venues where positive cases
have been present — such as restaurants, gyms
and nightclubs — and advise them to get tested.
Household contacts who have had more than
four hours of contact with a case must isolate for
seven days if fully vaccinated or 14 days if not fully
vaccinated, with a PCR test required on day 0 and
for release.
If children under 12 are household contacts, they
will be considered fully vaccinated if everyone else
in their household aged over 12 is fully vaccinated.
Workers exposed at work, and children who are
exposed at school or early childhood centres, will
need to show a negative PCR test result to return to
work or school — with recommended RAT testing
thereafter.
In addition to isolation changes for contacts,
people who have COVID-19 will be required to
isolate for 10 days, instead of 14 days.
A new online por tal offer ing clear and
simple “checklist” advice for cases, contacts,
workplaces and schools will be published at
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist.
Visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au/coronaviruscovidsafe-settings for details of the current rules .
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Birrarung has been given a new voice
BY SANDI MILLER
North Warrandyte resident, Charlotte Sterrett
has been appointed a Yarra Riverkeeper, the first
woman to take up the role.
The Yarra Riverkeeper Association (YRKA) is the
voice of the Yarra, an independent, communityled organisation of advocates who represent and
protect this iconic Melbourne waterway.
Charlotte said, as Melbourne’s population grows,
the river is under increasing environmental
pressure, pollution, and habitat fragmentation.
“Riverkeepers are vital to keeping the Yarra
healthy”.
Much of Charlotte’s career has been with aid
charities Oxfam and World Vision on climate
change education and community adaptation
projects in countries such as Bangladesh, Vanuatu,
and South Africa.
She is a member of WarrandyteCAN (Climate
Action Now), as well as a local Landcare group,
and is a regular environmental columnist for
Warrandyte Diary.
She told the Bulletin that working with Warrandyte

Photo: BILL McAULEY

CAN has shown her the impact local action can
make.
She said her role is as the chief spokesperson for
the organisation and “she will be telling the story

of the Birrarung/Yarra and lobbying local and state
governments”.
Charlotte joins another Warrandyte resident,
Warwick Leeson, who is chair of the YRKA.

New lights aim to smooth Main Road flow
BY SANDI MILLER
AS A PART of the Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade, Major
Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV) has installed a set
of traffic lights at the intersection of Main Road
and Leane Drive.
Project Director Dipal Sorathia said crews worked
day and night, above and underground, to convert
Main Road and Leane Drive into a signalised
intersection, which he said would improve traffic
flow, boost safety and safeguard against future
congestion.
“The work we’re doing across a number of roads
in the area piece together to form the Fitzsimons
Lane Upgrade, which will see a huge improvement
in travel times and safety for the community,” he
said.
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He said the new traffic lights will provide more
reliable travel times and get more people to where
they want to be safely.
Since August, crews have been working to install
traffic lights by demolishing existing kerbs, road
surfaces and shared use paths.
Mr Sorathia said additional improvements to
drainage, line-marking and kerbs means the
upgraded intersection at Main Road and Leane
Drive is safer for all road users, strengthening links
to nearby community hubs.
A new pedestrian crossing also offers families a
safe path to a childcare centre on Main Road and
nearby Alan Marshall Reserve.
Recent activation of the traffic lights means crews
have since turned their attention to completing

minor asphalting and driveway works.
Mr Sorathia said the next priority works to get
underway include upgrading the intersection at
Main Road to traffic lights early next year.
To find out more, visit roadprojects.vic.gov.au
and search Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade.
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The fight to save Apollo Park is over
BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
THE APOLLO PARK community is rejoicing over
Nillumbik Council’s decision not to sell
parkland on Civic Drive, Greensborough.
Earlier this year the Victorian Government
identified land adjacent to Civic Drive as the
preferred location for the Eltham area community
hospital, to the dismay of many locals who cherish
the open space.
On October 26, 2021, Nillumbik Shire Council
made the decision not to sell Apollo Parkways
land to the Victorian Health Building Association
(VHBA).
“The decision follows a consultation process
through which Council sought community views
in which a majority of the 1,070 respondents
expressed opposition to any sale of the land,”
Nillumbik Shire Council said in a statement.
“The community has spoken on this matter and
it has delivered a resounding message that it
opposes the sale of this parkland.
“It is clear that parkland is highly valued throughout
the Nillumbik Community,” says Nillumbik Shire
Mayor, Peter Perkins.
The VHBA issued a site update via their website,
saying that it would accept the decision made
by Nillumbik Shire Council and would not be
pursuing compulsory acquisition of the land,
to the relief of many in the Apollo Parkways
community.
“We remain committed to delivering a community
hospital to service the community health needs
of the Eltham area, and will continue to explore
suitable site options,” VHBA said in a statement.
The Bulletin once again caught up with community
members Rosemary Burdett and Dr Svetlana
Ryzhihk, who both passionately fought for the
protection of Apollo Park.
Dr Ryzhihk, President of Friends of Apollo
Parkways (FoAP) has been working for years to
ensure the safety of Apollo Parkways for future
generations.
FoAP appealed to Councillors and the broader
community to join in the fight to save Apollo Park.
“We had a really good response to our efforts.
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“We engaged with community groups as well
as larger organisations like Diamond Valley
Basketball Association — we had many strong
players on our team.
“Our committee is not large but everybody played
such a huge role,” says Dr Ryzhihk.
“We were all absolutely thrilled that this land is
now safe.
“I just want to say thank you to everybody who
worked so hard, they spent so much time and
energy on this.
“We know this was hard for the Councillors as
well,” says Ms Burdett.
Although Apollo Park is adored by its community,
patrons often using the space for picnics, dog walks
and school events — Dr Ryzhihk understands
protection of the space is not always ensured.
“We feel relieved but also very alert.
“Unless we do something productive on this land
it can be back on the table in under five years.
“We would love to have some outdoor fitness
equipment installed.
“We are thinking about working with environmental
groups and seeing what we can do with wetlands
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and rain gardens to make this into something that
is cherished by everyone.
“We need to do something beautiful, something
important, to be sure it won’t be built upon,” Dr
Ryzhihk tells the Bulletin.
With the Apollo Parkways community finally able
to wind down and find peace that their beloved
parklands are safe and sound, it is finally time to
celebrate.
“We are hanging out to use that space again,” says
Ms Burdett.
FoAP is organising a small gathering on December
5 at 1pm, for the community to come celebrate,
enjoy the space and the company of others that
we have been deprived of for so long.
“We are inviting locals and others who want to
enjoy the weather to come and have a celebration.
“Come with your picnic rug and enjoy the
atmosphere,” says Dr Ryzhihk.
To stay connected with what’s happening in
Apollo Park visit:
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-ApolloParkwaysInc-101202678897604
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MAYORAL REPORT

CR MICHELLE
KLEINERT
I AM EXCITED to have
been selected as your
Mayor for 2021/22 and would again like to thank
my fellow Councillors for choosing me to lead
this year.
I look forward to working for you as we recover
from COVID-19, deliver on our Council Plan and
focus on building our future.
After a tough year, we are looking to 2022 with
optimism.
I know that we will bounce back by working
together.
To do this, we are supporting the recovery of
Manningham businesses through our Buy Local
campaign.
As you prepare for the festive season with shopping
and catch-ups with family and friends, I encourage
you to support local businesses in your area
wherever you can.
They’ve been doing it tough and we can really
make a difference if we all get behind them.
To help you make plans for next year, you can now
get your free 2022 Community Calendar.
Visit manningham.vic.gov.au/calendar or call us
on 9840 9333 to request your copy.
On Friday, December 10, our much-loved Carols
by Candlelight will be back in Ruffey Lake Park,
just in time to celebrate its 40th year.
After its cancellation last year, this year it will return
and be run under strict COVID-safe precautions.
Numbers will be limited so you must register for
your free ticket today.
See manningham.vic.gov.au/carols

CR PETER
PERKINS
WITH NILLUMBIK’S
mayoral election on
Wednesday, November 24, I would like to thank
the community for your support this past year
during my term as Mayor.
It’s been an honour to again represent our Shire
in this role.
W h i l e i t ’s b e e n a c ha l l e n g i n g y e a r f o r
our community, it’s also been one of many
achievements.
Significantly, we now have a clear course for
action, with the adoption of the Community Vision
– Nillumbik 2040 and the Council Plan 2021-2025.
I look forward to getting to work on the priorities
that you have helped us to identify.
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We want to understand your priorities in our draft
Liveable City Strategy 2040.
Our 20 year draft strategy aims to improve
liveability in Manningham, from our urban/
suburban neighbourhoods to our rural areas,
providing choice in how we live, work and play.
Visit yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/liveablecity-strategy-2040 by Sunday, December 12 to
have your say.
With the end of the year quickly approaching, I
again remind you to take this time to make sure
you are prepared for an emergency.
Being prepared can help us make sure ourselves,
our families and our properties are as well
protected as we can make them.
Find out more about how you can be prepared
at manningham.vic.gov.au/prepare-for-anemergency.
Advocacy is big on our agenda this year.
With two elections coming up we need to be

making a noise about the State and Federal
Government support we need for our community.
One of our advocacy projects is the intersection of
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road/Croydon
Road/Husseys Lane and Brumbys Road in
Warrandyte South, known locally as 5 Ways.
We are collecting evidence of ongoing safety issues
at this intersection to continue to urge Department
of Transport to undertake improvements and we
need your help.
Visit yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/5-ways
to share details of your experiences using the
intersection.
You can do this by completing our feedback
form or by creating a Your Say account to use our
mapping tool.
I am looking forward to touching base with you
all as events come alive and we learn to live a new
way.
Stay well, stay connected and be kind to yourself.

New Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert and Deputy Mayor Cr Deirdre Diamante

One of the key projects we will be moving ahead
with in the new year is the development of a solar
farm on the former Plenty landfill site.
When completed, the 1.5MW farm will generate
enough renewable energy each year to meet the
electricity needs of all Council’s corporate facilities
and street lighting.
Design concepts are now available to view at
our Participate Nillumbik website: participate.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/solar-farm.
If you’d like more information or have questions
about the project, come along to our community
information session at the site next to our
Operations and Recycling Centre on Saturday,
November 27, 10am–12pm.
We are continuing to seek feedback on our Draft
Local Law and Bend of Islands Local Law until
Sunday, December 5.
I really encourage you to take a look because the
general local law in particular affects everyone
in the Shire and covers issues from barking dogs
and noisy neighbours to the dumping of rubbish
and burning off.
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This is a once in 10-year opportunity to have your
say, so go to participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
local-law.
Christmas is not far away, and we’re inviting you
to celebrate with our calendar of festive events and
activities organised by local groups, organisations,
schools and businesses and supported with
$20,000 in Council grants.
After a difficult year, I encourage you to support
our local businesses — whether it’s buying festive
supplies or that perfect gift, using local trades or
services, or heading out to celebrate at one of our
many cafes, eateries or unique places to visit.
Go to nillumbik.vic.gov.au/christmas-2021 for
the full line up of activities.
The end of year also means we are heading into
bushfire season.
If you haven’t already, please prepare your
property as well as your bushfire plan.
We have a range of resources on our website to
assist at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/fire.
Wishing you a very merry Christmas and a safe
and happy New Year.
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My vaccination
is my ticket
to Saturday club
cricket snags
Victoria, vaccination is your ticket
to everything we love and miss.
Book yours today at
coronavirus.vic.gov.au

YOUR

VACCINATION
IS YOUR

TICKET

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Manningham celebrates its Civic Award winners
A 22-YEAR Rotary veteran and a young United
Muslim Migrant Association (UMMA) Centre
volunteer, were among Manningham’s leading
community members honoured at the 2021
Manningham Civic Awards.
Following its cancellation in 2020, this year’s
Manningham Civic Awards were announced on
October 29 in a scaled-down, COVID-safe event.
Outgoing Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew Conlon
said the Award recipients were chosen from a
committed group of nominees, all of whom have
helped make Manningham a stronger community.
“Manningham is such a great city because of our
people and community groups who chip in and
make it a great place to live,” he said.
“We’re extremely lucky we have people,
organisations and community groups that are
dedicated to our community and helping others.”
Nominations for five award categories were
open to everyone, from organisations making a
difference in communities, tireless volunteers
and social leaders, to community groups building
capacity and outstanding performance in sports.
Citizen of the Year — Ian Goldsmith
Known as an outstanding leader in the community,
with a commitment to community service and
voluntary work, Ian Goldsmith has impacted the
lives of many.
As Chairman of the Manningham Enterprises Ltd
and President of Rotary Club of Templestowe, he’s
used his position to help people experiencing
disadvantage, people with disabilities, older adults
and young people in our community.
Young Citizen of the Year — Sulaymaan
Hafeez
As well as completing Year 12 in a challenging year,

Outgoing Mayor Andrew Conlan with 2021 Civic Award recipients

Sulaymaan didn’t stop serving his community.
He is Vice Captain at East Doncaster Secondary
College, a member of the Youth Advisory Council
at Manningham Youth Services and a volunteer
at the United Muslim Migrants Association
Doncaster Mosque where he ensures patrons
adhere to COVID Safe requirements, assist older
adults with IT access and mentors younger
students.
Volunteer of the Year —Patricia Wheeler
Every fortnight for more than 30 years, Pat has
played piano for residents at MannaCare during
Sunday Services.
Recognising her music has an impact on older
people, she also plays for residents at the Roseville
Retirement Village.
An avid volunteer, Pat has been a foster parent to
five children in the 70s and has knitted prostheses
for Knitted Knockers Australia for women who
have undergone mastectomies.
Sports Achiever of the Year — Roland Frasca
Roland ‘Rolly’ Frasca first joined Doncaster Junior
Football Club (DJFC) in 2011 as a parent and

coordinator of its Auskick Program.
After his children grew up and found other
interests, he remained as coach to young children,
later joining the committee to manage registrations
and became Grounds Manager.
Rolly truly embodies the community spirit through
his contribution to the club.
Community Achievement Award —
Manningham State Emergency Service
Manningham SES has a long and proud history,
providing 24 hours, seven days a week volunteer
support to the community during times of storms
and floods.
Not only do volunteers spend endless hours
learning new skills and maintaining their
competencies, they also educate the wider
community in preparation for natural disasters.
They are called on to provide support to Victoria
Police, Ambulance Victoria, Fire Rescue Victoria,
Country Fire Authority and to assist council at
community events.
To read more about the 2021 Manningham
Civic Awards winners, visit manningham.vic.
gov.au/civic-awards

Karolina Larbey

Artscape

Embroidery Demonstration
Thursday, December 2, 2021 2pm to 3pm
Warrandyte Library
168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Join Shirley from Bustle & Bows as she demonstrates embroidery
techniques and skills for both beginners and advanced embroiderers

Arcade Day
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Time for an art escape
BY SANDI MILLER
AFTER MORE THAN 18 months cloistered in their
studios, Nillumbik’s artists are delighted to have
been able to open their doors once more.
November 20 saw the first of two weekends of
artists opening their studios to the public.
The program is a wonderful way to meet the
painters, potters, sculptors, glass artists, textile
artists and printmakers that make up the creative
community of Nillumbik.
Program coordinator Annette Nobes told the
Bulletin there will be 23 studios open across the
two weekends, with some studios being home to
multiple artists means that there are 28 artists to
connect with.
She said it was great to be open again.
“We only got approval to run this event three weeks
ago, and that came from the State Government.
“That goes to a lot of assistance from the Council,
Council negotiated the approval from the state
government for us to open.
She said with some of the complexity around
COVID restrictions, seven artists have chosen not
to open their studios this weekend.
One artist that was bursting to open again was
painter Nerina Lascelles, the Bulletin caught up
with her on opening morning.
She said she was so happy to be back with Open
Studios.
“It was wonderful being in solitude [during
lockdown], and that is kind of for me what it is all
about, having that internal time, it has allowed
me to really go within, but then on the other
side of that when you have given birth to all of
these beautiful painting, it is time to go ‘OK these
paintings aren’t painted for me they are painted
for mankind’.
“With Open Studios, it is a wonderful opportunity
to show people my space, and the influence of the
bush, which is right outside my window here, but
also have a chat, to connect.
“One of the beautiful things about Nillumbik
Artists Open Studios is I always come away
invigorated and stimulated, and going thank you.
“Thank you for this opportunity, to connect and to
have people who offer you something new.”
Nerina lives in Warrandyte, but has her studio on
a corner of her parent’s bush block in Panton Hill.
We asked her how her lockdown had been.
“Thankfully I could come out here and spend more
time in my studio, but also more time connecting
with this area, Warrandyte, Nillumbik in general,
where I could go on bushwalks and find new
pocket that I hadn’t yet explored, so I think there
is a local influence on this recent body of work,
which I think is a bit special.”
After spending time overseas, much of her work
has had a Japanese influence, but she said she
has loved finding these new places in Nillumbik.
“When I was younger, I was born and bred in
Eltham, on the banks of the Diamond Creek, so
we always used to play down there as children, so
I really connected with this land, and I remember
mum saying that the energy of the Aboriginal
ancestors are still in the land here, so you can tune
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Artist Nerina Lascelles

Nerina's Studio

Confluence

into that, it hasn’t gone anywhere and that was
quite magical to me.
“During lockdown, I have been connecting with
the land in a kind of different way – there is that
aboriginal concept dadirri, listening with all
senses, and so that is what I have been doing,
sitting with the land and listening and just hearing
what it tells me.
“But I have also been really interested in finding
the influence of the Wurundjeri from when they
were walking her.
“I was lucky enough to meet a wonderful woman in
Warrandyte who is an archaeologist, specialising
in Aboriginal artifacts and so she showed me an
eel trap near Laughing Waters, so that has really
inspired my painting.”
She said there is still a very Japanese influence in
her work.
“But now there is a little bit of an overlap between

the Japanese influence and the connection to this
area.”
Her purpose-built studio is a work of art in itself.
Narina’s father is a renowned architect and had
just finished creating his own mudbrick home on
the property.
“We were sitting at a local pizza place, drawing on
a serviette, and I said I would love one big circle
to paint in, and one smaller circle for washup and
storage.
“Dad said, ‘I’m ready for a new project’.
“So this technique is ferro-cement, while it looks
like mudbrick, it is actually a wire cage which has
been rendered, it is a circular structure it is really
super strong, so the walls are only about two inches
thick, it is quite amazing, and find the circular
space so creative so nurturing, it is womb like.”
To visit the Narina’s studio or any of the 23 studios
in the program, first visit artistsopenstudios.com.
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Historian flies with Bunjil
Photos: BILL McAULEY

BY SANDI MILLER
MICK WOIWOD took his place with Bunjil in
August 2020 at the age of 91.
A fitting tribute to respected historian and
champion of reconciliation has now been installed
at his grave in the Kangaroo Ground cemetery.
A sculptural figure of Bunjil the eagle soars above
his grave, which marked with a large rock.
Created by Warrandyte metal artist, Neil Carter.
Neil told the Bulletin, when the Woiwod family
first approached him and said Mick’s request was
to fly with Bunjil, “that inspired me”.
His daughter, Louise Woiwod said the resultant
memorial “is very much Dad”.
“He didn’t want a lot of fuss and he didn’t want a
lot of flowers or tizzy stuff, he wanted it to be a big
rock, and something to stand out,” she said.
So, the family installed the largest rock the
Kangaroo Ground Cemetery would allow and
approached Cater Art to create the figure of Bunjil
to accompany him at his resting place.
“Louise and I had known each other for a long time
now, over more things than gravesites, there have
been bird-feeders and all things done together,
so when she come up with that opportunity we
grasped it with both hands, it was a labour of love,”
said Neil.
Neil had also produced a memorial for Mick’s

Metal sculptor Neil Carter (centre) with Mick Woiwod’s family: Great-Granddaughter Ruby, Granddaughter Sarah,
Daughter Louise and Great-Grandson Tyler.

wife Margaret 10 years ago, which features a rose
encrusted trellis, which reflects her love of flowers.
Mick was then interred next to Margaret’s grave
last year.
“So now the eagle stretches out over both of them,
which is fantastic,” he said.
The Indigenous Bunjil figure feature quite heavily
in many of Mick’s 25 books, which cover local
pioneer and Indigenous history.
Louise said Mick’s Aboriginal name was Murrup
Ngooloo, which translates to “Spirit Voice”, which
was given to him by Aunty Joy Murphy.
“It was a very significant thing for him,” said Louise.

dindi

open studios
Sat 4 — Sun 5 Dec
10am to 4pm
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Mick’s Granddaughter Sarah Hannan said he
has always enjoyed birds, and his garden always
had visits from choughs and fairy wrens and blue
wrens, but his connection with Bunjil (the eagle)
was “second to none”.
“It is something that he was very passionate about,
he was always quite excited to see them (Wedgetailed Eagles) when we came out to Kangaroo
Ground, where he lived in the Bend of Islands for
many years,” added Louise.
Sarah said she thought Mick would be proud of
this memorial — “he is flying with Bunjil now, that
was his dream”.

For more information:
dindiopenstudios@gmail.com
@dindiopenstudios
www.fb.com/dindiopenstudios/

please scan

dindiopenstudios.com.au

The 2021 pilot dindi open studios is funded by FRRR (Foundation
for Regional and Rural Renewal) and supported by Kinglake Ranges
Neighbourhood House, Kinglake Art Show and Kinglake Ranges Arts.
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Remembering the ongoing toll of war
BY DON HUGHES
ON REMEMBRANCE Day, local veterans
mustered around the families of Private Greg
Sher, 1st Commando Regiment, killed in a
rocket attack in Oruzgan Province Afghanistan
on January 4, 2009; and Lieutenant Marcus
Case, an Army Combat Aviator with 6th
Aviation Regiment, killed in a helicopter crash
in Afghanistan on May 30, 2011.
Felix and Yvonne Sher, along with Bernard
and Lee Case, are proud but still grieving
parents of two outstanding Australian sons.
A simple breakfast was hosted by Dot Haynes,
the secretary of the Doncaster RSL, in honour
of the two fallen soldiers.
Veterans from around Menzies (Templestowe,
Warrandyte, Eltham, Montmorency, Box Hill,
Blackburn, Bulleen, Nunawading, Mitcham,
Park Orchards, Wonga Park and Doncaster)
gathered in solemn condolence before
moving to their respective commemorative
Remembrance Day services.
Australia can expect to continue supporting
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our veterans for the rest of the 21st century.
This includes the 39,000 young Australian
men and women who served in Afghanistan,
where tragically, 41 lost their lives.
Post conflict suicides number about 500.
Ongoing anguish of physical and mental
injuries is counted in the thousands.
While many veterans serve in conflict, a
great many have also served in a variety of
humanitarian, security, and relief operations
both at home and abroad.
This includes military, policing and civilian
roles.
Recent examples include the Black Summer
bushfire assistance, storm damage assistance
mainly in the Dandenong Ranges, and the
ongoing COVID support operations.
None of us can predict Australia’s commitment
to future conflicts and operations, however
this “long tail of war” needs to be carefully
considered beforehand, coupled with a robust
system to support our warriors once a conflict
is over.
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Don Hughes with Zeus
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Solar farm plans continue to progress

NILLUMBIK SHIRE Council’s plans to develop a
1.5MW solar farm on the former Plenty landfill
site continue to progress with the release of a
concept design for the project’s first phase.
The design, now available for the community to
view, provides an indication of what the solar
farm will look like upon completion.
The facility will generate approximately 2,200
megawatt hours (MWh) of renewable energy
each year — equal to powering more than 400
homes or 44,000 electric vehicles — and is
anticipated to reduce carbon emissions by 2,400
tonnes a year.
When completed, the first stage will be large
enough to meet the electricity needs for all of
Council’s corporate facilities, including the Civic
Centre and street lighting, delivering significant
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environmental benefits to the community in the
process.
Council has entered into a partnership with
renewable energy project company LMS Energy
who are undertaking the design of the solar farm,
and who will also carry out its construction and
ongoing maintenance.
Construction of the first stage is expected
to commence in mid-2022 with expected
completion around mid-2023.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said the
development of the Solar Farm would be a key
component of Council’s 2022-2032 Climate
Action Plan.
“The development of the solar farm is a
significant and tangible example of Nillumbik
Shire Council’s commitment to meaningful
climate action and reflects both Council’s and
our community’s strong view of the need for such
action,” Cr Perkins said.
“In addition to the significant environmental
benefits, the solar farm also offers the potential
for savings to Council on its electrical power
consumption costs compared with businessas-usual.
“I would encourage our residents to acquaint
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themselves with this exciting and very important
project.”
Council will hold two COVID-safe pop-up
community information sessions at the site,
next to Council’s Operations and Recycling
Centre, 290 Yan Yean Road, Plenty on Saturday,
November 27, 10am–12pm.
To view the concept designs online visit
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/solar-farm
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New videos help weed out blackberry
BLACKBERRY control can be particularly
challenging and time consuming.
Choosing the right control method is complex
as the best control method varies depending on
the infestation.
It’s a prickly problem for landowners, and
now Nillumbik Council has released a series
of videos to assist in the control of blackberry.
Blackberry is a serious weed found throughout
Australia, including Nillumbik.
It invades and degrades bushland, pasture and
waterways.
While its fruits are edible, blackberry is highly
invasive and can quickly get out of hand.
Nillumbik Council have produced a series of
videos to assist land owners to learn about the
impacts of blackberry, why we need to control
it, and methods to help control blackberry on
your property.
Controlling blackberry while the infestation is
small reduces the requirement for herbicide and
prevents large thickets forming habitat for pest
animals such as foxes and rabbits.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said blackberry
control was important and Council received
many queries about how to keep the weed at
bay.
“It is the most common weed query we receive

here at Council,” he said.
“With an appropriate strategy and control
methods, landholders can significantly reduce
blackberry infestations on their properties,” Cr
Perkins said.
“We hope these videos are a useful tool for
landholders looking to control blackberry.”
Landholders are required to control Blackberry
under the Catchment and Land Protection Act.
The videos cover:

• The impacts of blackberry and why we need
to control it.
• How to confidently identify blackberry weed
— did you know blackberry has a native
look-alike?
• How to select control methods to best suit
your property.
To view the videos and access other useful
resources, visit:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/blackberry

Diamond Valley Library’s new chapter
THE DIAMOND Valley Library, which has
undergone an extensive $1.64 million upgrade,
has now reopened.
The library, in Civic Drive Greensborough, has
been completely refurbished creating a beautiful,
modern space where the community can not only
enjoy books and reading, but meet and connect,
work or study, relax and play.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said it was pleasing
to finally reopen the library to the public following
the easing of the Victorian Government COVID-19
restrictions.
“Our community loves its libraries, and we know
they have been greatly missed during the various
lockdowns over the past 18 months,” Cr Perkins
said.
“We are really pleased to not only reopen but share
this incredible new space with users.
“Libraries have really evolved over the years and
have become more than just a place to borrow
books and this new modern branch really
embraces this change.”
The library upgrade features an expanded
children’s area with new parents’ room, fully
accessible unisex toilets, a community meeting
room that’s tripled in size with storage for the Toy
Library, meeting and tech pods for businesses,
and a large outdoor deck that connects to the
community garden.
The refurbished glass cathedral ceiling is a
highlight of the revamp, creating a light, airy and
inviting space for visitors to enjoy.
Blue Lake Ward Councillor Richard Stockman said
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Cr Natalie Duffy, Cr Frances Eyre, Nillumbik’s Corrienne Nichols, Cr Richard Stockman,
YPRL CEO Jane Cowell and DV Library mgr Tracey Jermieson

libraries were vital to the health and wellbeing of
the community.
“Now more than ever, it’s important to have places
and spaces where we can connect, work together
and do something we enjoy,” Cr Stockman said.
Yarra Plenty Regional Library Service CEO Jane
Cowell said the service was thrilled to welcome
users back to all library branches across the

network this week, but especially the rejuvenated
Diamond Valley branch.
“Library users of all ages will be able to work, learn,
read or play in the new spaces,” she said.
The upgrade has been funded by Nillumbik
Council, the Victorian Government’s Living
Libraries Infrastructure Program and the Yarra
Plenty Regional Library Service.
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In defence of Ric Throssell
REVIEW
BY JAMES POYNER
THE COLD WAR, spies, intrigue, defection,
betrayals — who doesn’t love a good spy story?
The stories we see on screen and in fiction are
exciting, adventurous, glamorous sometimes —
but these are just fiction — often the real stories
are much more interesting.
Karen Throssell’s latest book, for instance.
The Crime of Not Knowing Your Crime is a spy story,
it has it has secret cyphers, defection, and betrayal.
But the protagonist in this engaging creative nonfiction novel is not a spy, despite what some of the
spies of the time and those who got their stories in
the press decades later might say.
Ric Throssell, the son of Katherine Susannah
Prichard, an Australian author and political
activist, was a public servant, working for the
Department of External Affairs, and as part of his
early career — was posted to Russia.
In a way, it is easy, in a time when Communism
was considered a threat to Western societies and
phrases like “Reds under the bed” meant everyone
was under suspicion — it is easy to accept that an
Australian public servant, writer, and actor, whose
mother was a founding member of the Communist
Party of Australia, could be a Soviet spy.
In this book, Karen tells the story of her father,
Ric, whose appearance at the Royal Commission
on Espionage 1955-56 (RCE) to give evidence was
enough to derail his career, and the disproven
accusation of his spy mastery was enough to
fuel sensationalist and damaging editorials in
mainstream media, right into the early 2000s.
For Karen, the publishing of The Crime of Not
Knowing Your Crime is the culmination of a long
literary journey which began 12 years ago.
Written as poetry and prose by Karen, transcripts
of conversations by Ric Throssell, and mixture of
newspaper clippings and extracts from the RCE.
The style of the book is set out as if you are

reading through a dossier of evidence — and it is
a compelling read.
The tragic story of how the system betrayed Ric
Throssell, and marks for the record how he was
unable to defend and rebuke sensationalist articles
in mainstream media because the Editors simply
weren’t inclined.
The epilogue is a fascinating essay by Cold
War historian Phillip Deery, providing critical
social, political, and bureaucratic context,
which helps the reader understand how the
actions against Ric Throssell were cultivated
by a government paranoid about the perceived
threat of Communism while and reeling from an
intelligence embargo from the US.

When we think and read about the Cold War, we
often see the big things, West vs East, proxy wars,
nuclear weapons.
Karen’s book tells a very personal, relatable story
about a life during the Cold War, which for anyone
with the slightest interest in that period of history
is a must read.
But more importantly, this book puts on the record
the life of Ric Throssell, public servant, and rebukes
the accusations and insinuations against him.
The book launch for The Crime of Not Knowing
Your Crime: Ric Throssell Against ASIO by Karen
Throssell takes place on Saturday, December
4 at Dark Horse Café, Kangaroo Ground, email
karenthrossell@gmail.com to RSPV.
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Beauty is in the eye of the beholder
BY SANDI MILLER
OWNERS OF the property at 820 Main Road
Eltham have hit out at Nillumbik Council, after
the Shire ordered a removal of stonework on the
façade of the building.
The owners have posted fluorescent yellow signage
on the window of the property asking residents to
protest to the Council Planner.
The owners also took to social media to protest the
decision, which was met with confusion from the
digital community, as the stonework seems to be
well executed and in keeping with the area.
However, the property is heritage listed, and falls
under the Eltham Gateway planning provisions.
The plans for substantial renovations to the
building were rejected by Council in 2016, with
a subsequent appeal to VCAT in December 2016,
which allowed for revised renovations to proceed.
However, the tribunals decision had a specific
clause on the treatment of the historical façade,
which the works allegedly contravene.
A Council spokesperson told the Bulletin:
“External changes have been made to the heritageprotected building at 820 Main Road, Eltham
without the necessary approvals from Council”.

Knowledge

Photo Elke Schnuetgen.

The spokesperson said Council has sought
heritage advice, which states that the render and
stonework to the front of the building have affected
its heritage value and the stonework should be
removed.
“The building is one of only three early 20th
century shop buildings left in Eltham and one of

Jobs

just two that have intact façades.”
They said the key features of the heritage building
are its solid face brickwork and the concrete
parapet at the front of the building.
“Council has since received a retrospective
application, which is under consideration,” the
Council spokesperson said.

A Gift of Love and Thoughtfulness

Pathways

Eltham

Art

Show

OnLine

Gallery

www.elthamartshow.org.au
Extraordinary GIfTS by Extraordinary Artists -

Noted and recognised artists & Friends (*) exclusively from the Nillumbik Shire.

VCAL at Pines Learning
Open to students in years 10, 11 & 12

Taking enrolments
NOW
for 2022

Francine Kelsall

Fully committed teachers and assistants
Flexible supportive program catering to invididual learning needs
Small and inclusive classes

Sandra Nicolaides

Syd Tunn

Philip Howe

Linda Keays

Pascale Garlinge

Sally Bowen

SUPPORT YOUR ROTARY CLUB'S COMMUNITY PROJECTS
SUPPORT YOUR ART COMMUNITY
Call: 0466 751 980 or 9842 6726
Visit: pineslearning.com.au
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(*) Friends are Artists who have had an association with the Nillumbik Shire having attended a course or
residency with a local art group or institution. Eg. Dunmoochin, Baldessin Press or Montsalvat
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Donations deliver defib for every CFA fire truck
VICTORIA’S volunteer firefighters and the
communities we serve will be even better
protected while training and responding to
emergencies thanks to generous community
donations that will enable a defibrillator to be
installed on every CFA brigade and group vehicle.
Thanks to community donations to the CFA and
Brigades Donations Fund and the CFA Public
Fund, $2.543 million will be allocated to purchase
over 1,130 defibrillators to ensure that by mid-2022
every CFA brigade and group vehicle will have a
dedicated defibrillator onboard.
CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan said having
these important life-saving devices available on
every CFA vehicle will improve the safety of both
firefighters and community members at incidents.
Fire appliances have saved lives several times,
including in November 2019, when a CFA
crew, including Wonga Park Lieutenants Luke
Summerscales and Rhys Keown, firefighter
Michael Weighell and Upwey firefigher Jessica
Jacobs saved the life of a NSW firefighter who
suffered a heart attack while fighting fires near
Grafton.
In February 2021, fellow firefighters saved Spring
Hill Captain Scott Selle’s life after he went into
cardiac arrest while responding to a Glenlyon fire.
St Arnaud volunteer firefighter and Deputy Group
Officer Craig Cheesman knows only too well the
difference the important life-saving equipment
can make.

Luke Summerscales and a very relieved Jessica Jacobs with an RFS colleague

Three years ago, his heart stopped during a group
training exercise in Gre Gre between Horsham
and Bendigo.
Thankfully, every brigade in CFA’s District 16 had
been equipped with a defibrillator through a State
Government Enhancing Volunteerism Grant,
which allowed his fellow members to jump into
action and restart his heart.
“I wouldn’t be here today if there hadn’t been
a defibrillator there, so to think that every CFA
brigade and group vehicle will soon have one is
just amazing,” he said.
The quick action has allowed Craig to make a full
recovery and he remains an operational firefighter
and Deputy Group Officer.
“Because they did such a good job, that’s what got

us through. I was lucky, really.”
CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan said the
incidents illustrated the importance of CFA
members being well prepared and equipped if a
cardiac emergency occurs.
“Having this important life-saving equipment
available on every CFA vehicle will improve
the safety of both firefighters and community
members at incidents and during training
exercises,” he said.
“Our members are volunteers who give up
their time to help keep their communities safe
and I’m so pleased that with the support of the
community’s generous donations, CFA is able to
do its part in keeping them as safe as possible,” CO
Heffernan said.

A mo-mentous month for FRV firefighters
ELTHAM’S firefighters are looking a little hairy,
but it’s all for a good cause.
Across the state, Fire Rescue Victoria firefighters
are raising funds for Movember, with nine
teams and 33 firefighters taking part in the First
Responder Challenge.
Firefighters are growing, moving and gathering
to raise funds for men’s health, competing with
colleagues from across the country to see who can
raise the most.
For many firefighters, the cause is close to their
hearts.
Eltham City firefighter and Movember team
captain Vaughan Stott first participated in
Movember 10 years ago after a family member
battled prostate cancer.
Vaughan grew so attached to his mo over the years
that it is now a permanent part of his look, with
many firefighters at Eltham also sporting tashes
year-round.
The Eltham team raises funds and awareness
throughout the month, with Vaughan donning his
favourite tux for the Distinguished Gentleman’s
Motorcycle Ride.
“It’s so important to me to remind all men to be
proactive with their physical and mental health,”
Vaughan says.
“I’ve even started taking some of my own advice
and seeing my GP once a year for a check-up.”
One person who knows how much of a difference
a doctor’s visit can make is Greensborough
firefighter Adam Shaw, who overcame testicular
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Eltham firefighters grow their tashes for Movember

cancer in 2013 and 2018.
“The first doctor I saw told me that I was fine, but
something still didn’t feel right.
“I followed my instincts and saw a second doctor
and three days later was diagnosed,” Adam says.
While the diagnosis was a shock, the cancer
was successfully treated through surgery and
chemotherapy and today Adam is thriving with
two children and a successful career.
“Don’t be afraid to follow an instinct and talk to
someone — don’t be embarrassed or scared to talk
about it — I’m here today because I did just that.”
Fire Rescue Commissioner Ken Block said FRV
encouraged all staff members to be proactive
about their physical and mental health.
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“As emergency service workers, it is crucial that
we take care of ourselves in order to help others,”
Commissioner Block said.
“I’m proud that our firefighters are joining their
emergency service colleagues across the country
in their quest to stop men dying from suicide,
prostate cancer and testicular cancer.”
“With just over a week left to go in the challenge,
I wish all Movember participants well with their
final push— including firefighters and community
members — and encourage people to get behind
this worthwhile cause.”
Learn more and donate: au.movember.com/
mospace/network/view/id/50488
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Jaga Jaga’s war of resistance
Birrarung

Aboriginal people fishing and camping on Merri Creek. Tinted lithograph by Charles Troedel, 1864 from
Souvenir Views of Melbourne and Victorian Scenery, Melbourne, 1865. Held in the La Trobe Collection,
State Library of Victoria.

BY JIM POULTER
AFTER BATMAN’S bogus treaty meeting with
the Woiwurrung in mid-1835, settlers and their
animals began pouring into Port Phillip.
Aboriginal people were incredulous at the way
the new hard hoofed animals ate everything,
compacted the soil and displaced their traditional
game.
To give you some idea of the tidal wave of arrivals,
by September 1838 the number of settlers was
3,511, the number of cattle 13,272 and sheep an
unbelievable 310,946.
The situation enraged Jaga Jaga, one of the
Woiwurrung Elders who in tribal times had been
the Kidney-Fat Man.
This involved executing criminals under warrant of
the Elders, by removing their kidneys and you only
qualified for this job if you were the best hunter,
fighter and tracker.
Jaga Jaga wanted to declare war on the invaders,
so a meeting of Elders was held at Merri Creek
late in 1839.
After deep discussion they resolved to keep
Murrangurk’s law, which forbade them to kill a
white man.
However, Jaga Jaga was given permission to
escalate the economic war against any settlers
doing the wrong thing.
Jaga Jaga therefore recruited about 50 young Kulin
from the Merri Creek camp.
Most of them only had spears and clubs, but seven
had muskets.
They then began a series of attacks on settlers’
properties up the Plenty and Yarra Valleys, burning
paddocks and driving off stock.
This was the beginning of the legend of Jaga Jaga
and he was seen by settlers as something of a Black
Pimpernel.
With his imposing height, powerful build, rugged
features and forbidding persona, he was described
as: “Tall, very ugly and most elusive... a noted
character dreaded by all men.”
On January 1, 1840, Jaga Jaga and his men arrived
at Andersons Creek in Warrandyte, having already
broken down Major Newman’s fences and driven
off his stock.
Near the creek junction with the Yarra, the local
settler James Anderson had planted a crop of
potatoes.
Jaga Jaga and his men therefore set up camp, dug
up the “Whitefellah yams” and roasted them for
dinner.
Alerted by his workers, James Anderson
approached Jaga Jaga’s camp, flanked by armed
men.
He shouted angrily at the Kulin to clear off, but was
stopped short when a shot sounded and a musket
ball whistled past his ear.
Anderson immediately retreated and dispatched
a worker on horse to Melbourne, demanding that
the Border Police take action.
Captain Henry Gisborne purposely dithered for
a few days then set off with three heavily armed
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troopers.
Ascertaining that Jaga Jaga’s band was headed
toward the Ryrie brothers’ Yering Station at Yarra
Glen, Gisborne arrived there on January 13.
He and his men then disguised themselves as
farm workers.
When Jaga Jaga arrived, one of the Ryrie brothers
approached him, saying they would kill a bullock
in his honour.
However, when Jaga Jaga and one of his men
approached, the three troopers pounced on him
whilst Gisborne held a pistol to the other man’s
head.
It took the three troopers 10 minutes before they
could handcuff Jaga Jaga and imprison him in a
shed.
A lot of shots were then exchanged in the Battle of
Yering before Jaga Jaga finally escaped.
Gisborne later noted in his formal report that:
“...balls came whizzing past us every minute; but
I am unable to account for their never having hit
us as they are capital marksmen.”
What Gisborne of course didn’t know was that Jaga
Jaga and his men were still bound by Murrangurk’s
Law to never kill a white man.
And how right they were to obey it, because any
white death would have been followed by punitive
expeditions, in which many innocent Kulin lives
would have been forfeited.
After this encounter at Yarra Glen, reports began to
filter in from all over the colony and Jaga Jaga was
held responsible for every depredation on settlers.
Over the next six months his band of originally
50 men had dwindled, but he had been joined by
Winberrie a young charismatic Taungerong man.
By mid-year, only Jaga Jaga and Winberrie
remained and this is confirmed by an event in
Bulleen.
Here, a Scottish shepherd employed by John Kerr
had the habit of hanging his lunch bag in a tree
whilst he sat under it and serenaded the sheep
with his bagpipes.
On one such day, Jaga Jaga and Winberrie
suddenly appeared on either side of the Scotsman.

They were armed with rifles and spears and
squatted down beside him.
The terrified shepherd immediately knew it was
Jaga Jaga, there was no mistaking his powerful
build and rugged features.
Jaga Jaga signalled to the tucker bag in the tree, said
that they were both hungry and would appreciate
something to eat.
The shepherd of course fetched his lunch bag.
As the two Kulin began to eat, the shepherd was
told to continue playing.
So, while the shepherd nervously skirled the
bagpipes to the unconcerned sheep, Jaga Jaga and
his mate enjoyed a nice lunch.
They then thanked him for the meal and the
musical entertainment and wandered off leaving
the shepherd to recount what he thought was a
near death experience.
The story also gives another glimpse of Jaga Jaga’s
rather devilish sense of humour.
Stories of Jaga Jaga’s depredations had already
reached Sydney, so a detachment of soldiers
under the command of Major Samuel Lettsom
was dispatched to capture him.
Not finding him in the Goulburn Valley, the troop
arrived in Melbourne in October 1840.
Lettsom was advised that Jaga Jaga had been seen
at the Fairfield Aboriginal camp at the Merri Creek.
Accordingly, 58 troopers and police descended
on the camp and bailed up 400 Kulin at gunpoint.
Lettsom’s intelligence had been accurate because
Winberrie was there, but Jaga Jaga had slipped
the net.
Winberrie, who was carrying a waddy, stepped
forward, extended his arms and asked Lettsom
what he was intending to do, only to be shot dead
by a trooper.
The “Lettsom Raid” failed to capture Jaga Jaga
and the murder of Winberrie received official
justification.
There were many sightings of Jaga Jaga after this
and many depredations blamed on him, none of
which really seemed to bear his trademarks.
Nobody has any idea when and where Jaga Jaga
finally died or under what circumstances.
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Strategy goes medieval
PLAYER ONE

Photos courtesy Steam/Paradox Interactive

BY SAM BROWN
PARADOX INTERACTIVE’S latest iteration of its
historic medieval grand strategy Crusader King
series, Crusader Kings III, makes the Game of
Thrones saga look like a mild walk in the park.
This is role playing grand strategy on a knife edge
so sharp it can actually induce anxiety and have
you double, triple questioning every move.
It’s addictive, engrossing and worryingly
believable.
I have actually had disturbed sleep when presented
with a virtual courtier suggesting I order the
murder of my brother’s family to make sure my
own lineage is secure in its power structure.
Just so you know, I am no murderer: I decided to
ignore and banish the courtier so as not to have to
face the decision — and felt a real sense of relief.
But that brother’s children raised a rebellion
against my own son 20 years later, so not sure it
was the wisest of plays!
In fact, Crusader Kings III does such a good job
at replicating reality that this game, in the end, is
not for the faint hearted or for those who cannot
find it within themselves to make nasty — albeit
virtual — decisions at times to ensure the survival
of their dynasty.
But for those willing to test their mettle and
strategic decision-making skills, you find yourself
the head of an early medieval dynasty of varying
rank — depending on what sort of starting
challenge you want: Duke, King, or lesser noble
family.
Crusader Kings III has always been more about
nurturing and advancing characters, rather than
any one event or war.
So, your goal is less individual survival and more
on ensuring the family survives the threats that
circle like sharks, then thrive and advance in rank
until it becomes the preeminent clan in the land.
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For the lucky few, empire and continental
domination eventually become possible.
The historical fun — frequent moral pangs — come
along the way.
For it is crucial to successfully negotiate all the
various pitfalls, traps, plots and plain bad luck that
can trip up a noble family, alienate more powerful
domains, and lead to irrevocable extinction.
And it is often a completely messy, dysfunctional
family, full of jealousies and rivalries which mean
you can never take the good will or support of your
sister or brother for granted.
It’s always recommended to keep a few hostages
in your own lands just in case.
The fascinating thing about Crusader Kings III is
that all the decisions you see historical dynasties
making to survive in real life, you can make in the
simulation.
Things like deciding which family to marry into to
expand power bases, which religion to sponsor,
which wars to join and which ones to sit out.
There are research areas to delve into that give
certain advantages, and plots to your family’s
power to discover — and schemes to hatch for
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your own part to weaken rivals.
Many, many decisions are presented for your
consideration, and each course of action has a
counter action and result — sometimes good,
often bad, occasionally mixed.
The AI forces you to act strategically and rewards
careful consideration for each and every action.
The most visually appealing and accessible of all
the Crusader King series, Crusader Kings III is
the type of game you play over months to get the
most out of it.
The reward, when and if it comes, in total
domination is worth the wait — and all those moral
qualms about acting in a beastly, yet necessary
manner, make sense.
So, sharpen your knife, harden your soul, and join
the dog-eat-dog world of Crusader Kings III!

ABOUT SAM
Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism,
military and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer
simulations for more than 20 years.
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RUNNY NOSE
OR COVID?
The only way to be sure is with a test
at the first sign of any symptom.

For testing locations,
visit CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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