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Warrandyte awash

It was good weather for ducks as storms lashed the state on June 9 and 10. High winds and teeming rain plunged
large parts of Melbourne and the nearby Dandenong Ranges into days of darkness as felled trees led to power
disruptions. Our heroic Emergency Services worked around the clock to clear roads and restore power to 2,000
homes. While parts of Warrandyte were off the air for around four days, some nearby towns are still without mains
electricity. The heavy rains saw the Yarra River break its banks during the week following the storms and thankfully
flooding did not get high enough to impact homes or businesses, the waterbirds of Warrandyte made the most of
an expanded range. See pages 8-9 for our storm coverage. Our cover image by REBECCA ROSE comes via the
Warrandyte Nature Facebook Page, which has provided images for our centre spread on Pages 14-15 this month.
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“Do not speak of a rhinoceros if there is
no tree nearby.” — Zulu proverb
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OVER THE HILLS

By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER
THEthings
HILLSchange...
The
more

We return to our roots and sift
through the Warrandyte Diary
archives to find how Warrandyte
has (or hasn’t at all) changed
over the past 50 years

Warandyte Diary

July 1971, Page 3 Extract
ALARMED RESIDENTS WRITE:
‘Guard over the village we chose to live
in...!’
Suddenly, seemingly overnight, the
Warrandyte we know and love is threatened.
Threatened in the name of progress.
By developers, by people who cut down
trees without thought of replacement, by
an insidious frittering away of bushland, by
a desire to pull down and change the face
of our township.
[Three] residents of Warrandyte have
written to us, deploring this destruction.

By JOCK MACNEISH

Here are their letters.
‘… first action is to flatten all the bush on
the block...
SIR,
As residents of Warrandyte for many years
we are becoming disturbed at certain trends
which effect the natural environment of the
Warrandyte in which we live.
Living in Warrandyte only appeals to a
small percentage of the large numbers
who visit here.
There are many people who would not
tolerate the comparitively poor local
facilities, even though the surroundings
are pleasant.
Hence those who choose to live and enjoy
Warrandyte must be the type of people who
appreciate the natural environment of the
river, the hills and the bush.
If the above is true then the person who
puzzles us is the block-owner whose first
action prior to building is to flatten all the
bush on the block and bulldoze a large
flat area for his dwelling, resulting in the
complete loss of the soil and the native trees
which probably influenced his purchase of
the block in the first place...
HEATHER and BRUCE DAY,
Blooms Road
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local
newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it has retained
its strong community character, being produced mostly by volunteers
with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its
independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards
the people, environment and character of the place it serves. Its
monthly circulation is 3,500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.

‘... reaching a point where we have to stop
and think...’
SIR,
Ten years ago now my husband and I chose
to live in Warrandyte and like most people
who have settled in this village, did so for
a number of reasons; the beautiful natural
environment and the village atmosphere
being perhaps the greatest attractions...
Over the last few years however, our
township has been expanding and changing
gradually but more permanently and I think
we are now reaching a point where we have
to stop and think and decide whether we
want to retain Warrandyte’s beauty and
history or drift gradually into a suburb with
such attractions as made footpaths, brick
post office, car yards and who knows —
traffic lights at the bridge!
I fully realise that changes made in the name
of progress are hard to stop, but could we
not try to bend “progress” a little to blend in
with what is left of Warrandyte’s character?
In the past, residents of Warrandyte have
acted together successfully to avert the
construction of a railway and light industry,
and thus retained our isolation.
Would it not be possible now to get together
and guard over the village we chose to live in?
-ANNEKE VAN DE LOO,
Mullens Road.

WARRANDYTE

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression
of that spirit.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands
where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,
and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and
acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people continue to play within our community.
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responsibility for financial, health
or other claims published in
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referendum comment in this
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NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published Monday, August 9, 2021.
Advertising and editorial copy closes Friday, July 30, 2021.
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Bike path goes back to the drawing board
By JAMES POYNER
COMMUNITY ACTION against the
proposed Taroona Avenue bike path
has won, and Council is going back
to the drawing board to come up
with a design more fitting with the
surrounding environment and the
needs of the community.
Following the advertising of an
updated plan for the shared path in
April/May this year; plans which left
more questions than answers regarding
the appropriateness of the design and
which trees were going to be removed.
Nearby residents and users of
Taroona Avenue and adjacent areas
were spurred into action to submit their
objection to the planned path.
At a submitters meeting, in early June,
a number of locals, including Jozica
Kutin, Doug Seymour, and Warrandyte
Community Association President
Terry Tovey were in attendance and
have supplied the Diary with the
following comments:
“There were quite a few people in
attendance,” begins Ms Kutin.
“The council meeting chair pointed
out that the application and meeting
was only about the removal of trees —
nothing else.
“However, it was clear that many
people wanted to, and did, express
their concerns about the actual design
of the path, the materials from which it
is going to be constructed and the route
it was taking.
“Doug Seymour presented an
overview of the previous path plan
(a board walk on the creek end) side
of the road at the Everard end and
suggested this was still a viable option
— the council engineer didn’t think
so — and pointed out that when they
built boardwalks in Wonga Park, the
residents did not like them,” she said.
Mr Seymour told the Diary he had
been nominated by the WCA in 2017
to work with Council on the original
plans.
In the June edition of the Diary,
Manningham Mayor, Andrew Conlon

said Council had “recently gone
back out to nearby residents with an
updated design” but Mr Seymour
says neither he nor Bev Hanson, who
provided consultation on the 2017
design, were notified changes to the
original design had even been drafted.
“I don’t recall the final 2018 drawings
being forwarded to Bev and me for
comment ; on reflection the 2018
location of proposed crossing could
have been improved, but overall, the
design had merit.
“The latest design for the path
departs significantly from that
previous concept, particularly in the
use of a rigid concrete pavement and
the deletion of the boardwalk in favour
of squeezing the path past a couple of
those magnificent trees on the east
(oval) side on the edge of the road
pavement.
“The boardwalk solution at this tight
spot guided users behind the trees,
much as boardwalks are built around
the world take us through sensitive
forests without disturbing the habitat.
“A m e t h o d w o r t h y o f c l o s e r
consideration by Council and, moving
the path back from the road pavement
also allows parking to continue.
“Both editions of the design include
a crossing from east to west near the
intersection of First Street to avoid the
narrow and vegetated verge alongside
Andersons Creek as Everard Drive is
approached.
“The current design locates the
crossing on a crest allowing good
visual checks but as a local objector
pointed out at the Objectors meeting
there is a boundary error on the
drawings which complicate this detail.
“Warrandyte’s impressive skills
pool was demonstrated by the
presentations at the recent Objectors
meeting; I find myself working with
locals who are positively working
on alternative concepts to help
present imaginative solutions to the
forthcoming Community Forum,”
he said.
Glenn Jameson drew the Objectors

meeting to the need for improved
attention to a good drainage outcome,
point discharges being a big problem:
“Curb and channel and drainage pits
are proposed for a site that I’ve never
ever noticed any drainage problems.
Presently excess water flows into the
creek along a broad flat creek bank
area thereby avoiding hydraulic
pressure causing erosion.
How will the water collected by the
proposed drainage system be treated
as it goes into Andersons Creek?
If the road drainage along Everard
drive is anything to go on, then
it will be another dysfunctional
road drainage effort by Council.
Everywhere the road drainage goes
into the Warrandyte State Park
from Everard Drive, there has been
massive erosion from single pipe
discharge with unprotected impact
points, which is still ongoing and
which the Council have been unable
or unwilling to find a creative solution
to.
Consequently, metres of soils have
eroded from the Warrandyte State
Park into the Yarra River causing all
sorts of environmental damage.
Trees have been undermined and
fallen into the river; weeds have
enjoyed the excess water; as well as
creating eroding holes that are a
danger to people using the park.
Manningham needs and can do
better than this.”
Council had placed the path in its
Bicycle Strategy Plan 2013 and had
heralded it as one step closer to linking
Warrandyte to the Main Yarra Trail, but
as a local walker, runner and cyclist,
Ms Kutin felt there were better ways
in which Council could spend funds
set aside as part of the Bicycle Strategy.
“As a local cyclist, runner and walker
— I use this area a lot.
I was a bit taken aback by council
representatives talking about this
section ‘as an important missing link
in the Yarra Trail’.
I would have to say that the most

important missing links were:
between Beasley’s Nursery and the
High School, then the section between
Pound Road and Taroona Avenue
— these sections have no paths and
the alternative is walking or riding
on the incredibly busy WarrandyteHeidelberg Road.
But, of course, these are difficult and
presumably expensive sections to
tackle.
Taroona Avenue is low hanging fruit.
I have witnessed my fellow riding
friends being almost side swiped by
trucks riding the section between
Beasley’s and the High School — the
truck in question having no regard for
keeping their distance from cyclists.
Touting of this section by council
as an ‘important missing link’
misrepresents these issues.
It is the least important missing link
— Taroona Avenue is a relatively
quiet road for cyclists.
Taroona Avenue could benefit from
a path but if it doesn’t follow how
people already use the road they will
continue to walk on the road or the
shoulder. “Take the path on Everard
Road between Yarra Street and
Taroona Avenue as an example — or
even the footpath on West End Road.
For some reason, p eople in
Warrandyte love walking on their
roads.
The shoulder on the opposite side of
the creek near Everard is very muddy
at the moment — but this is also an
informal over-flow parking area on
busy weekends.
As a cyclist, I’m likely to continue
to use the bitumen on Taroona
Avenue to access the river path and
surrounding areas — with or without
a shared path,”
she said.
On June 25, Council informed
submitters that the advertised plans
have been withdrawn “to allow for
further consultation and time to review
the design”.
The email goes on to say:

A pint of history
By SANDI MILLER
THE INSTALLATION of signage has
marked the completion of the Old
Warrandyte Dairy interpretive space.
The Dairy was operated by the
Bellinger family from the 1950s to 1980s,
and is a reminder of when Warrandyte
operated as an independent township.
Built in 1948, the building served as
a cool room for storing milk, delivered
from Malvern, which Ray Bellinger
delivered to local families until 1987.
The Diary spoke with Margaret Kelly,
President of the Warrandyte Historical
Society who explained the significance
of the building within the township.
She said the butchers building,
old post office, bakery, hotel, dairy,
and churches are all part of the
infrastructure that defines a township.
“There are not many places around
that are suburbs of Melbourne that
still have all those buildings; that is
why I think it is really important to
preserve the story of Warrandyte as
an independent township,” she said.
After the Dairy closed, the site,
owned by Melbourne Water, remained

derelict for many years until 2018
when community action led by
Warrandyte Historical Society brought
the community, Melbourne Water, and
Manningham Council to the table,
to create a future for the site which
preserves this important marker of
Warrandyte’s past as well as creating
an inviting space for families to enjoy
the river reserve.
The building has been made safe and
accessible, with bench seating and
interpretive signage installed, which
tells the history of the Bellinger’s Dairy
and its place in Warrandyte’s history.

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT

0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

“A public information session is
planned to be held at the Warrandyte
Sports Pavilion, Warrandyte Reserve
in coming weeks.
This will be a feedback session on a
suitable path and to discuss options
to overcome the concerns raised by
the community.
I can advise that Council will not
be proceeding with the proposed
contract for the works and has
withdrawn the contract.”
WCA applauded the Council on their
June 25 decision, and WCA President,
Terry Tovey encouraged residents, and
sporting groups to attend the proposed
community session.
“We are delighted that Council has
responded to the 25 objections and
the expert presentations made during
a recent objectors meeting.
“This side of Taroona Avenue is
packed with cars during sports and
market days, and we are therefore
amazed that no parking impact study
was undertaken by council to inform
the design.
“We would urge the sports clubs
affected and the market committee
to register their interest in attending
a council forum which is planned to
discuss the project,” he said.
The WCA is currently working with
residents and expert Association
members to develop a submission
setting out a less urban and more
imaginative solution, which respects
Warrandyte’s leafy bush landscape
while maintaining much needed
parking for community activities.
Mr Seymour said the outcome of this
whole process needs to consider ‘what
works for Warrandyte’.
“There is a body of opinion that
Warrandyte does not need this path
and in fact doesn’t want it because
it would ruin a valued streetscape,”
he said.
The Diary will continue to report as
this story develops and will publish
dates for the community information
sessions when they are released.
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Derailed by the butterfly effect
By SANDI MILLER
WORKS ON THE Hurstbridge Rail
Duplication project have been
disrupted by the discovery of the
Eltham Copper Butterfly in bushland
near Montmorency station.
Since the last confirmed sighting of
the butterfly in January this year, works
on the project have been diverted to
avoid the butterfly habitat as experts
engaged by the Level Crossing
Removal Project have carried out
further investigations, assessments
and design work to avoid impacting
the butterfly.
In 1986, the Eltham Copper Butterfly
(Paralucia pyrodiscus lucida), then
thought to be extinct, was rediscovered
in Eltham, and before this year,
was not previously known to be in
Montmorency.
The butterfly habitat comprises a
three-way relationship between the
butterfly, a tree, and an ant.
The life cycle of the butterfly includes
an intimate and obligatory association
with ants of the genus Notoncus and a
dwarfed form of the shrub Bursaria
spinosa (Sweet Bursaria).
The butterflies have not been found
in areas where Notoncus ant colonies
do not occur.
Adults lay their eggs on the roots of
Bursaria spinosa.
Once the eggs hatch, the caterpillars
are guarded by the ants, which lead
them to and from the ant colony to
browse on the Sweet Bursaria leaves.
In return, the ants feed on sugar
secretions which are exuded from the
caterpillars’ bodies.
Vicki Ward, Member for Eltham said
Labor has a long history of protecting

Your say
Barbed wire threat
Dear Diary
The day that my sister’s beloved horse
became entangled in a barbed wire
fence is one that I wish I could forget.
My sister’s screams will echo in my
head forever.
I’m glad to tell you that Starsy
survived.
Not so the numerous kangaroos I’ve
come across which have been struggling
desperately to free themselves from a
barbed wire fence.
They all had to be euthanised.
All these traumatic experiences have
caused me to really hate barbed wire.
However we can’t replace all the
existing dangerous fences, of course.
But we can eradicate barbed wire
from NEW fences and make them safer
for our livestock and native wildlife.
We can make this happen.
For right now Nillumbik Council is
reviewing its Local Laws.
It’s an opportunity to get rid of barbed
wire in new fences and to make sure
that these new fences do not entrap
animals.
I encourage everyone to fill in the

the butterfly over many decades.
“I’m proud and happy we’ve been
able to work alongside our engineers to
continue that record,” she said.
As the Diary reported in the lead
up to the 2018 election, the Andrews
Government made the commitment
that the works “would allow trains
to run every six and a half minutes at
Greensborough, every 10 minutes at
Eltham and Montmorency, and every
20 minutes at Hurstbridge, Diamond
Creek and Wattle Glen, as well as two
extra Hurstbridge express services, and
would be completed by 2022”.
To allow the project to continue
duplicating the Hurstbridge line while
protecting the endangered Eltham
Copper Butterfly, which is listed as
protected under the Commonwealth
En v i ro n m e n t a n d Bi o d i v e r s i t y
Conservation Act 1999, there will be
changes to the original scope of the

project and how the project will be
delivered.
The Level Crossing Removal Project
(LXRP) claims it will still be able to
deliver the election commitments,
with adjustments to signalling to
compensate for the 950 metres of line
that will now not be duplicated.
However, the revised outcomes
do fall slightly short of the election
commitments, as the project now
promised trains will be able to run
“on average every 7 minutes from
Greensborough, every 10 minutes
from Montmorency and Eltham, and
every 20 minutes from Diamond
Creek, Wattle Glen and Hurstbridge,
and will be delivered by the end of
2022”.
Minister for Transport Infrastructure
Jacinta Allan said: “We have had
to act quickly to ensure that we are
both following the Commonwealth
environmental legislation and can still
get on with this vital project”.
LXRP CEO Kevin Devlin assured the
Diary the endangered Eltham Copper
Butterfly will be protected during the
works.
“We’ve avoided the Eltham Copper
butterfly and its habitat won’t be
impacted during construction,” he
said.
Mr Develin said they will continue
to deliver the Hurstbridge line
duplication, “which will allow for
more frequent and reliable services for
passengers on the Hurstbridge line as
well as new stations at Greensborough
and Montmorency.”
The discovery of the butterfly means
there is almost 1km of track that
will remain single track, however,

survey and strongly support the
prohibition of new fencing that is
harmful to wildlife.
The survey is at participate.nillumbik.
vic.gov/local-laws.
It closes on July 16.
Liezl Shnookal,
St Andrews

Thanks Bramleigh
Dear Diary
I would like to take this opportunity
for a huge call out to Mary-Anne Lowe
and Bramleigh Estate for their support
resulting from the significant storm
damage felt by many.
Mary-Anne Lowe offered the use of
the freezer at Bramleigh Estate to store
a considerable amount of food from my
91-year-old mother’s place.
This gesture, this sentiment, this offer
of community support is why I live in
Warrandyte, and have so for the past
26 years.
I encourage you all as a gesture
of reciprocal support to utilised the
magnificent facilities at Bramleigh
Estate.
Mary-Anne Lowe, I cannot thank you
enough.
Jeff Adair
Webb Street Warrandyte

Less visits, straighter

smile

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.
1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106

(03) 9846 3811

M r D e v e l i n s a i d t h e re i s s t i l l
“approximately 2km of the rail line to
be duplicated between Greensborough
and Montmorency, and approximately
1.5km between Diamond Creek and
Wattle Glen.”
He said the bulk of the original scope
of the project was located outside of
the butterfly habitat and therefore will
continue to be delivered under the
revised design.
The new sections of track, along with
other infrastructure improvements,
will facilitate the delivery of the
planned service improvements for
passengers.
There will be two new stations at
Greensborough and Montmorency
which will feature greater weather
protection, better and safer
connections to the surrounding area
and new car parking.
Platform two at Diamond Creek
Station is getting an upgrade and a
new pedestrian connection will be
built behind Diamond Valley College.
Construction for the new design
of the project is underway, and the
butterfly habitat has been fenced
off, with major construction set to

start early next year and the project
completed in late 2022.
Sonja Terpstra, State Labor Member
for the Eastern Metropolitan Region
said she commended Vicki Ward MP,
the Member for Eltham on her strong
advocacy around the preservation
and protection of the Eltham Copper
Butterfly habitat.
“The Andrews Labor Government
will continue to modernise and
upgrade Montmorency station, whilst
ensuring the rare Eltham Copper
Butterfly, which has never before been
seen in Montmorency, be protected
whilst important rail upgrades take
place.
“I look for ward to seeing the
completed project at Montmorency
Station as this rare butterfly flourishes
in its new-found habitat near the
station,” she said.
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Local wildlife under threat
By JAMES POYNER
THE KANGAROOS that live at Heritage
Golf Course, on the edge of Wonga Park
are under attack.
In April 2021, emergency action by
nearby residents and the Save the
Kinley Kangas wildlife protection group
prevented the culling of the Heritage
Golf Course kangaroos and eventually
negotiated a ceasefire with the golf club
owners, who had taken the decision
to cull the local kangaroos — to be
sold as dog food — action motivated
by financial incentives and not for the
purposes of population control.
Recently, an uneasy peace between
the golf course owners and wildlife
protection groups has broken, following
repeated discoveries of distressed or
deceased kangaroos at the entrance
to the golf course, who had shown
evidence of dog attack.
The horrific nature of these attacks is
traumatising seasoned wildlife rescue
workers and has prompted Wildlife
Victoria, which regularly attends the
site, to issue a statement.
Wildlife Victoria CEO, Lisa Palma,
said the wildlife rescue organisation
had received a disproportionate
amount of call outs to the Heritage
Golf and Country Club over the last
few weeks.
“What we’re seeing is the result of a
prolonged and sustained attack on the
kangaroos living at the property.
“Someone is clearly attempting to
reduce kangaroo numbers on the

grounds by stealth.
“I have personally attended some of
these cases and am deeply traumatised
and troubled by what I have seen,”
she said.
On June 19, Wildlife Victoria was,
again, called to the golf club, when a
local resident witnessed six deceased
kangaroos in a driveway on the
property.
The resident reported that one
kangaroo was still alive but appeared
to be too injured to move.
It required veterinary attention.
Upon arrival at the site, Wildlife
Victoria’s Lead Vet, Dr Natasha Bassett
could not find the injured kangaroo.
Victoria Police were requested
to attend, as Dr Bassett needed to
undertake a proper assessment of the
injured animal.
Despite requests from Dr Bassett and
Victoria Police for assistance in locating
the injured kangaroo, the owner of
the Heritage Golf and Country Club
refused to co-operate.
Ms Palma said that Wildlife Victoria
would be seeking a full investigation
into recent kangaroo killings from the
local Council, Victoria Police and the
Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning.
“Wildlife Victoria will be providing
case files on all the incidents to the
Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning.
“This unethical and cruel behaviour
must stop.

“It is illegal to kill kangaroos in
Victoria without the appropriate
authority being granted.
“For any human being to deliberately
inflict pain and death on an innocent
animal is just horrific.
“It’s just sickening to know that
a person or group of people are
deliberately engaged in a sustained

Glass bins are coming
By SUSAN FOREMAN
GLASS, WHEN mixed with other
recyclable materials, shatters and
contaminates valuable, easy to recycle
materials such as paper and cardboard.
This reduces the quality of these
materials and their ability to be
recycled.
By separating glass effectively, more
materials from the comingled bin can
also be recycled.
So to achieve this, the Victorian
Government has made steps towards
a comprehensive four bin recycling
system, with $127 million available to
support all 79 Victorian councils to buy
implement the scheme.
Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change, Lily D’Ambrosio
announced funding to support
Victorian councils to transition to the
new state-wide household waste and
recycling system including delivering
a new purple bin to households for
separate glass recycling.
Ms D’Ambrosio said Victoria’s local
councils are on the frontline of these
reforms.
“We are working hand in hand with
councils to ensure they have the
resources they need to roll out these
reforms in every corner of the state.”
Councils will share in more than

$86 million to deliver the new four
bin services with standardised bin-lid
colours, making it easier for Victorians
to recycle.
She said the funding will ensure that
all Victorian households have access
to a consistent four bin waste and
recycling service.
“We know all Victorians want to be
able to do more to reduce the amount
of waste going to landfill and use
resources wisely — this funding helps
to do exactly that.

“By collecting glass separately, we
can make sure more of it is effectively
recycled — with jars and bottles
transformed multiple times into
multiple products.”
An additional $40.9 million will help
councils, business and communities
maximise recycling, creating new jobs
and supporting local manufacturing.
The recycling sector creates 9.2
jobs for every 10,000 tonnes of waste
recycled, compared to 2.8 jobs for the
same volume sent to landfill.

and lethal attack against these
beautiful creatures.”
Ms Palma said that she would be
calling in professional psychological
support to help volunteers who
had been “exposed to the traumatic
circumstances on the killing fields at
the Heritage Golf and Country Club.”

Golf Course owner, Xiaoyan (Kylie)
Bao, and Manager Andrew Kenny
have been approached by multiple
media outlets for comment, including
the Diary.
To date, Ms Bao has refused to
provide a response to questions about
the killings.

Fire Resilience Forum
The webinar series that may just
save your life (and your home)

By MAX GARNER
FOLLOWING ON from the success of
the 2020 series, Bushfire Resilience
Incorporated (BRI) will once again
host a five-part webinar series on
various aspects of bushfire safety.
BRI is a community-led, not-forprofit group comprised of Nillumbik
locals who care about bushfire safety
and community resilience.
Seeing the potential for highquality, bushfire safety-related
webinars, BRI last year invited
several world-renowned bushfire
experts to speak online in their
inaugural webinar series.
Almost 1,600 people registered
for last year’s webinar series, and
the sessions received more than 95
per cent positive reviews amongst
attendees.
Some of the finest minds in the
area of bushfire safety provided
their insights in the 2020 series and
this year’s presenters can be called
the same.

Featuring clinical psychologist
Dr Rob Gordon OAM, as well as
representatives from CSIRO, CFA,
Flinders University, University of

Melbourne, University of Wollongong,
and La Trobe University,will cover
topics,which include: when to take
action on high-risk days, survival
options when plans fail, and physical
and emotional preparation.
There is no cost to attend these
webinars, but registration is essential.
Head to bushfireresilience.org.
au, where you can find further
information including webinar
topics, speakers, dates and the links
to register.
Here, you will also find recordings
of the five 2020 webinars which
tackle topics such as how houses are
destroyed by bushfire, how to harden
an existing home, and getting your
insurance right.
BRI is supported by CFA, Nillumbik
Shire Council, Bendigo Bank and
more.
The first live webinar “Reduce your
house and property risk” will take
place on July 21, with the remainder
of the series scheduled across August
and September.
If you look out your window and
see bush, this webinar series is a
must-see.
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This is your Captain speaking…
By JAIME NOYE,
WARRANDYTE CFA
AS OF JULY, Warrandyte CFA has a new
leadership team.
Up front and centre is newly elected
Captain, Will Hodgson.
A lifelong local, at the age of 14, he
was stopped from getting home from
school on a day with bushfire burning
around his hometown.
Feeling absolutely helpless, watching
the 1991 fires, Will decided he needed
to help and the very next Sunday, he
signed up with North Warrandyte Fire
Brigade.
“I never thought that one decision
would lead me to where I am today and
set me up in a career for life” Will said.
Now Will Hodgson is Captain of
Warrandyte CFA, bringing to the table
30 years of demonstrated experience
in firefighting, leading fireground
operations and managing fire service
teams.
With the upmost passion for his
community, Captain Hodgson is
enthusiastically taking the reins in
rising to captaincy and shares his
thoughts with you:
Q: What is your CFA experience?
A: Initially 16 years with North
Warrandyte Fire Brigade, a short stint
with Christmas Hills Fire Brigade, and
I transferred to Warrandyte in 2008
where I have held Lieutenant positions
and training roles for 13 years.
Over the last four years as 1st
Lieutenant, I have been responsible for
the brigade’s operational fire response
and ensuring Warrandyte CFA meets
the highest level of service standards.
I’ve turned out to many major fire
events during my time including
the Dandenongs and Mornington
Peninsular in 1997.
I have been deployed to Sydney on
four occasions, was at Black Saturday
in 2009, attended the Warrandyte

Bushfire in 2014 and I was also on
deployment to Tasmania in 2016.
I also operated in senior leadership
roles with the Incident Management
Team during the 2019/20 Gippsland
fires.
Q: What is your day job?
A: I am the PAD Supervisor in charge
of running CFA’s newest $16 million
Central Highlands training facility
based in Ballan.
I’m employed by Fire Rescue Victoria,
but have always worked under the CFA
banner, as I am currently seconded to.
Q: What changes would you like to
make as the new Captain?
A: With the State Government’s recent
changes to the fire services, I need to
make sure that Warrandyte CFA is part
of the modern fire service in Victoria,
and that volunteerism remains an
integral part of that.
Q: How do you feel about your newly
elected Brigade Management Team?
A: We’ve elected a highly skilled and
diverse team of experience, age, gender
and skill sets.
We have members with professional
careers in the police force, fire and
ambulance services as well as members
with training in medical fields.
We have volunteers with backgrounds
from small business to the corporate
world, academics, engineers, and many
with trades, who all bring skills that the
brigade will benefit from.
It’s a well-balanced team and I’m
excited to see what we can achieve
together.
Q: What are your personal
expectations for the brigade?
A: I am committed to a brigade
that is exceptionally well-trained,
correlating with the risk they respond
to, and to ensure we are well equipped
and resourced for our community’s
response needs.

Q: How do you hope to lead by
example?
A: By creating a vision that all
members believe in and show people
what’s possible if you just give it a go.
Q: What do you need from the
Warrandyte community?
A: I need them to make sure they are
prepared.
If residents have a home safety
plan as well as a personal bush
fire management plan, then this is
absolutely the best starting place as
a brigade.
Q: What message would you like to
send to Warrandyte?
A: All locals need to have their
properties prepared for bushfire.
Have your decisions made and firmly
decided before a bushfire event.
The best and always the safest option
in any bushfire scenario, is to not be
there!.
Q: What would you say to anyone
thinking about joining up as a
volunteer?
A: Being a part of the CFA and its
team, you get as much as you give.
CFA provides many opportunities
at a personal level, from the benefits
of learning new skills to formally
recognised qualifications.
Warrandyte CFA will be recruiting at
least once per year.
Q: What is your best memory of
being in CFA?
So many things I could share with
you, but nothing beats riding in the
trucks down Yarra Street as part of the
Warrandyte Festival.
The feeling when the crowds are
cheering, that just can’t be beaten.
Q: Does that mean the Festival is
your favourite Warrandyte event?
A: In a brigade sense, my favourite
event would be Fireball.
I have been part of so many sausage

sizzles and stalls to raise funds for new
trucks and equipment.
When Fireball came along, it opened
up a whole new world to the local
brigades.
Thanks to Adrian Mullens
Captain Will Hodgson’s passion
for fire ser vice leadership and
management will certainly be an asset
to Warrandyte CFA’s future.
A huge congratulations to Captain
Hodgson and all the Brigade
Management Team on your elections
with Warrandyte CFA.

We also take this opportunity to thank
our out-going captain, Adrian Mullens
for his incredible years of service to
Warrandyte CFA and the community.
Adrian Mullens continues to be a
valued part of the team and his wealth
of experience will be of great benefit to
the brigade volunteers.
While Warrandyte CFA’s new Brigade
Management Team is a fresh start with
new ideas and leadership, it is still the
same local pool of volunteers with a
common goal — to help others and
protect Warrandyte.

Black Summer donations fund defibrillators
By SUSAN FOREMAN
GENEROUS community donations
from the 2019/20 bushfires will fund
more than 400 defibrillators for Country Fire Authority (CFA) brigades.
Thanks to the donations, the CFA and
Brigades Donations Trust is allocating
$1.04M to purchase this important
life-saving equipment which improves
the safety of both firefighters and
community members at incidents.
The new 426 defibrillators will bring
CFA’s total to more than 1,700 across
the state, ensuring every group vehicle
has a defibrillator and every brigade has
at least one vehicle with a defibrillator.
CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan
said it is important our members are
prepared if a cardiac emergency occurs.
“I hope these defibrillators will never
have to be used but having them
available gives our members and the
community the best chance of survival.

“Defibrillators save lives — it’s that
simple.
“We have seen our members use them
in some emergency situations recently
and the early intervention has saved
their lives.
“Donations from the community have
made these additional defibrillators
possible, and we are so grateful and
humbled by their support,” said CO
Heffernan.
In November 2019, a Wonga Park CFA
crew was on deployment to the NSW
fires when they saved the life of a NSW
Rural Fire Service firefighter.
Given their remote location at
the time, the early use of the CFA
defibrillator was vital in saving the
firefighter’s life.
A similar incident occurred in
February 2021 at Glenlyon, where the
Spring Hill Captain went into cardiac
arrest at a fire.

His fellow firefighters saved his life
with the defibrillators on their fire
trucks.
The Spring Hill Captain said he would
have died if it wasn’t for the quick
actions taken by his team and the
defibrillators on scene.
CO Heffernan thanked communities
for their part in providing the funding
needed for the new defibrillators.
“It is easy to see the need for this
life-saving rollout which wouldn’t
have been made possible without
the generous donations from the
community.
“We are so grateful and humbled by
the support and our members are now
further protected as a result of these
additional defibrillators,” he said.
The rollout of the 426 defibrillators is
expected to be complete in early July.

Photo supplied by
CFA media
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WD Bulletin catch-up

Wild weather sweeps Victoria
By STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
JUNE SAW parts of Victoria being swept
by wild weather — causing damage to
homes, brining trees down and leaving
homes without power.
State Emergency Service (SES) teams,
and other emergency services were
inundated with calls for assistance,
with over 9,000 calls placed to SES
teams across the state.
Manningham SES Deputy Controller
of Operations, Gary Birkett, told the
Bulletin the Manningham SES unit
received approximately 140 requests
for assistance, with “local SES
crews working around the clock in
the community to remove trees off
roads, cars, garages, houses and those
blocking driveway access”.
“Crews also provided assistance
to residents experiencing localised
flooding to their properties,” he said.
Additionally, Manningham SES
volunteers performed two rescues
in Wonga Park during the extreme
weather event.
The first being a couple attempting to
cross flood water in their car on Paynes
Road and became stuck.
The second rescue in Wonga Park
saw a Kayaker needing assistance after
being caught. while the Yarra was in
flood near Mount Lofty Park.
During this event, Manningham SES
boat crews were also deployed to Upper
Yarra to assist in the evacuation of 31
residents from a local caravan park
isolated by rising flood water.
“ VIC SES continues to remind
residents to take care during these
events and avoid entering flood
water or attempting to cross it in their
vehicles,” said Mr Birkett.
Manningham SES Unit Controller,
Vincent Ciardulli spoke to the Bulletin
about the local response to the storms.
“We were lucky in Warrandyte we
didn’t lose any homes, but there were

some significant trees that had fallen
— it didn’t cause the level of damage
we saw up in the mountains, but a few
homes did substantiate quite a bit of
damage.
“There was a lot of nerves in the
community,” he said.
After such significant events it is
imperative to be cautious of your space
and inspect your surrounding trees for
any abnormalities.
“We see through this period now with
such a big event, that the grounds could
begin to destabilise, so we can just see
random trees falling out of the ground.
“Be aware, check your trees to see if
you have any concerns.
“If you see branches on your trees
hanging up high, if you can see trees
that are leaning and you’re concerned
about them, just make sure you get
someone to come and inspect them,”
said Mr Ciardulli.
The Victorian Government has
a n n ou n c e d Pe r s o na l Ha rd s h i p
Assistance Program (PHAP).
Emergency relief payments are
available to help meet immediate
needs such as food, shelter, clothing
and other personal items.
The PHAP aims to assist those
experiencing financial hardship
following fire and natural disaster
related emergencies — emergency
relief may be available for up to seven
days following the emergency event.
In uncertain times such as these,
our community members and our
volunteers are the heroes.
Mr Ciardulli stresses the need and
importance of bright volunteers in
these unpredictable events.
“If you feel like you can contribute to
support your community in these types
of events because you’ve got some
skills, and you feel inspired and would
like to join the SES — we would be
happy to see more volunteers coming
through,” says Mr Ciardulli.

PHOTO: SARAH WOOD
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Bushfire lessons from June storm
By DAVID HOGG

THE STORM of June 9, which caused
such destruction in the eastern suburbs
and the Dandenong Ranges, provides
some valuable lessons for Warrandyte
residents as to what will happen
following a catastrophic bushfire.
Your bushfire plans (you do have one,
don’t you?) probably consider being
without power for a while, but this
storm gave further insight into areas
which might not have been considered.
We moved from Research Road, North
Warrandyte to Croydon Hills earlier
this year and, although missing the
community spirit that is Warrandyte,
we were enjoying the quietness and
lack of traffic.
I had only recently stated to my wife
that at last we would have a reliable
mains power supply.
How wrong I was.
As the storm gathered pace on the

evening of June 9 we had a short power
cut for about 15 minutes early in the
evening, then at around 10pm the lights
finally went out for three days.
This is a situation we had planned
for in Warrandyte, but we had sold our
generator when we moved.
The computers still worked, on
battery, but the NBN died a death at
the same time.
Now in Warrandyte, with most users
on Fibre-to-the Curb (FTTC) internet,
we would expect those users without
an Uninterruptable Power Supply (UPS)
to lose internet as the street equipment
has to be reverse-powered from the
NBN interface box in the home.
Residents with generators or a UPS
who are able to provide power to their
NBN box should still have internet via
FTTC, provided that the battery backups
in the local telephone exchange keep
working.
However, in Croydon Hills our NBN

is via Hybrid Fibre Coaxial (HFC) and
that involves powered repeaters along
the line which failed, so HFC ceased
to work.
Fortunately, we have a 4G wi-fi
adapter, which works using the mobile
phone system, and our 4G internet and
mobile phone continued to work.
Or so we thought.
Around 11pm the mobile phone
system went out completely leaving
our phone and 4G wi-fi adapter useless.
Around 6am the next day our mobile
phone managed to communicate with
a distant tower, showing just one out of
five bars of signal strength and we were
woken because it received a number
of text messages, including one from
Ausnet stating that it would take four
days to restore our power.
But for the next two days, that’s all it
would do.
No phone, no internet, outgoing text
messages would queue and be sent

the next night, incoming text messages
would work at night only.
And, of course, without mains power
our computers and mobile phone soon
ran out of battery, but we were able to
recharge the phone in the car.
Fortunately, here we have mains gas,
so were able to cook (stove lit with a
match) and we had gas hot water, but
obviously no ducted heating.
One of our neighbours was not so
fortunate; although he had a gas hot
water system it had mains electric
ignition instead of a pilot-light, so it
shut down.
Our power and NBN internet came
back on the morning of June 12,
followed by full 4G mobile services
later that afternoon, one day earlier that
Ausnet’s original estimation.
We stayed put and survived with
candles, hot water bottles, jumpers
and red wine.

WARRANDYTE
GLASS
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to your
design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties,
weddings. City & suburb to
suburb. Up to 8 passengers
& luggage.
Call Clive for bookings
0412 556 801.

Some of our neighbours went to stay
with friends or relatives for the duration
of the power outage.
But many of those in the Dandenongs
were unable to leave, the roads there
being blocked, as would Warrandyte’s
roads be following a major bushfire.
I guess the only real surprise we had
was the complete failure of the mobile
phone system; the towers do not have
backup power supplies to the same
extent that the telephone exchanges
have.
Other damage here, tree branches
down and basement storage room
flooded, pales into insignificance
compared with the sufferings of those
in the Dandenong Ranges
Our hearts go out to them, and I
commend a very sobering dashcam
video of a trip up the mountain after the
storm at youtu.be/Q4DwONTNW2Y
It is time to revise your fire plan.
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Wet and windy Warrandyte in pictures
Photos: SANDI MILLER

Local Sappers deployed once again
By DON HUGHES
R AVA G I N G A C R O S S V i c t o r i a
on June 9/10, huge gales caused
significant damage to vegetation and
infrastructure, particularly in the
Dandenong Ranges.
Buildings, power lines and their
associated infrastructure were severely
damaged.
This caused much human suffering as
well — with no power, light or heating
in the middle of a Victorian winter.
In some places, water too, became
undrinkable.
In the most affected areas, emergency
assistance was severely hampered by
compromised mobility.
Just for rescue and relief agencies
to gain access to the victims was
extremely difficult.
Huge Mountain Ash trees, some
hundreds of years old, came crashing
down on homes, roads and the
electrical infrastructure.
Throughout the state, even in the
suburbs of Melbourne, including
Warrandyte, blackouts lasted for days.

This time close to home

Restoring power to some areas will
take weeks.
The rebuilding of homes may take
months, or even years.
The Australian Defence Force (ADF)
was called out to assist.
Naturally, members of the Ringwoodbased 22nd Engineer Regiment
(Victoria’s Own Sappers) made up the
bulk of the deployed soldiers, sailors
and aircrew.
The ADF were given a multitude of
tasks to assist in the storm damage
operation.
These centred on clearing access and
restoring essential services along with
catering to an array of needs for the
well-being of the hardest hit.
The affected communities greatly
appreciated seeing their Defence Force
in a time of need.
Warrandyte RSL’s president, Warrant
Officer David Ryan, an Army Engineer,
deployed as soon as the ADF was
activated and, as we go to print, is still
assisting to co-ordinate the assistance
operation.

Photos courtesy Department of Defence
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Melbourne...On top, on top!

#11174

Does your Roof
need Attention?

Warrandyte

#530717

Residential roof report & quotation on:
Cement & Terracotta Tile Restorations.
High pressure cleaning Rebed & repoint
Seal & colour resurfacing

All work guaranteed - Fully insured - Pensioner/Senior discount
‘FREE
OZ VENT’
*conditions apply

9897 1688

Our promise is you will be delighted

Est’d 1982

Bocca Family Restaurant
Tuesday Parma Night
Chicken Parma & a pot or house wine $18
104 MelbourneHill
Hill Road,
Warrandyte
104 Melbourne
Road,
Warrandyte
9844 0396
PhPh9844
0396

Servicing you & the Community
since 1989
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Shop 5 Goldfields Plaza Shopping Centre
P: (03) 9844 2029
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Strange old Uncle Willie
Birrarung stories
By JIM POULTER
WILLIE CHIVERS was the older
brother to my great-grandfather Tom
Chivers.
Willie never married and from 1913
at age 73, lived with Tom and greatgrandma Emily.
He was good with horses and other
animals, and although he hardly spoke,
my mother and her siblings were all
fascinated by him.
When they visited their grandparents,
Willie was usually pottering around the
stables or sheds.
On saying “Hello Uncle Willie” they
would usually get a grunt in reply.
If lucky, they might even get a
grudging “Hello” muttered back.
To m a r k t h e s e v i s i t s b y h e r
grandchildren, Emily often put on a
special morning or afternoon tea of
bread and jam, with Uncle Willie always
joining them.
Conversation at the dinner table by
children was forbidden, so this silence
suited Uncle Willie fine.
Mum said that Uncle Willie only ever
spoke once on these occasions.
He had dropped a few breadcrumbs
on the tablecloth and Grandma Emily
asked him to clean them up.
So, Uncle Willie licked his finger and
one by one put the crumbs in his mouth,
saying “Bugger one, bugger two, bugger
three…” and so on until he finished.
All the children thought it was
hilarious and giggled behind their
hands, but Grandma Emily was not at
all amused.
Mum said that they only once ever
heard a whole sentence from Uncle
Willie.
He and Grandpa Tom were harnessing
a horse together, with each working on
different sides of the horse.

Tom finished first and announced the
fact to Willie, who responded, “So you
should be finished first, you’re an infant
compared to me”.
Willie was in fact only four years older
than Tom.
He was born in January 1840 in
England and was only eight months old
when his parents John and Mary Anne
Chivers arrived in Australia.
John settled in Templestowe and
immediately established close
relationships with the local Aboriginal
people.
John was one of only two settlers
I know of who learnt the local
Woiwurrung language.
In his earliest years Willie therefore
only ever had Aboriginal playmates.
So by the time he was a toddler, Willie
was as fluent in Woiwurrung as he was
in English.
Tom was born in 1844, so by the time
Tom was himself a toddler, Willie would
piggy-back him around on adventures
with his Aboriginal friends.
Many stories of their childhood
adventures have been passed down
the family and they maintained one
particular lifelong friend, whose name
I finally discovered was Lanky Manton.
In the 1870s and 1880s, Lanky often
used to take wild rides on a chestnut
horse from Coranderrk Aboriginal
Station in Healesville, to visit Tom and
Willie in Templestowe.
Other family members often
commented that those walkabout
days seemed to have left an even more
indelible impression on Willie than
on Tom.
Relatives often remarked that Willie
had “gone native” as a result of his early
experiences with Aboriginal people.
For instance, in keeping w ith
Aboriginal practice, Willie considered
it entirely inappropriate to continue
working once the sun had reached
midday.
Mornings were for hunting, but

afternoons were spent in artistic,
recreational or instructional activities.
So Willie would just fiddle around or
retire to a shady spot.
By 1920, he was aged 80 and would
often just lie in a wheelbarrow for the
rest of the afternoon.
Willie’s reluctance to talk was
epitomised by a story kept very hushhush within the family.
Tom and Emily had a visit one day
from an old friend in the city who had
ridden out to Templestowe to see them.
After dinner and a long chat, their
friend became very tired and did not
feel up to riding home.
So when he was offered the option
of sharing Willie’s double bed, he
gratefully retired for the night.
In the morning Willie woke up and
found the family friend dead and cold
in bed next to him.
This did not cause Willie any great
consternation.
He just wandered out to the kitchen,
sat down and Emily served up his
breakfast.
When asked how his roommate had
slept, Willie casually said “He’s dead”
and continued eating.
Tom and Emily immediately knew it
was no joke and rushed off to check.
By 1923, Willie was aged 83 and clearly
suffering dementia.
It was at this time that Lanky Manton
paid his final visit to tell them that
Coranderrk was being closed the
next year, and that Lanky’s family had
already been relocated to Lake Tyers.
Two grandchildren listened in
fascination while Tom and Lanky talked
in language under a tree for hours, and
Willie slept nearby in a barrow.
Willie lived for another six years after
that and died in 1929 at aged 89.
Coincidentally, Lanky Manton also
died that year at Lake Tyers, aged 88.
Lanky was then by far the oldest
Aboriginal man in Victoria.

Scouts hit the road

By DON (Chippy) HUGHES
THE TYRANNY of distance has
been smashed.
Warrandyte Scouts can now
explore new horizons in their own
bus.
Recently purchased, it is a second
hand, 57-seater touring bus that will
be decked out to take scouts, their
equipment, leaders and helpers to
explore Victoria and beyond.
Scout Leader, Andrew Yen, is
already thinking about “a trip to
Uluru, or even the Blue Mountains!”
Warrandyte Group Leader, Chewy
Padgham, is predicting it will be a

magnificent asset.
“We intend it to be used to benefit,
not only Warrandyte Scouts, but the
broader Warrandyte community and
Scouts throughout Manningham
District.”
Warrandyte Scouts was generously
supported in this acquisition by
Warrandyte Lions Club, Rotary Club
of Warrandyte/Donvale and the
Warrandyte Riverside Market.
The Scout’s motto is “Be Prepared
for New Adventure” and our new
bus will be used for broad range of
exciting Scouting adventures.

JULY 2021

Warrandyte Diary 11

Sugarloaf Ward
community update
council notes

By CR. BEN RAMCHARAN
IT SEEMS LIKE a lot has happened in
the past month.
We’ve been through yet another
lockdown and our community has
been lashed by severe weather.
While we escaped the worst of it,
some of our residents were left without
power for days.
My thoughts go out to all who were
impacted.
A lot is happening at Nillumbik
Council too.
North Warrandyte
community meeting
On Saturday, June 5, I had planned to
hold a stall at the Warrandyte Market to
hear from North Warrandyte residents
about what you want from me as your
local councillor.
Of course, lockdown put a stop to
that.
I’m planning to arrange another stall
at a market in the near future so please
keep an eye out.

Our four-year plan
Our Council Plan will guide everything
that Nillumbik Council does over the
next four years.
We’re in the process of creating a
draft plan and some of the highlights
include action on Climate Change and
the protection of our precious Green
Wedge.
I’m also pushing for the four-year plan
to include the creation of a long-term
township plan for North Warrandyte,
which will help put our community’s
needs on the agenda.
The draft four-year plan will go out
for public consultation shortly so stay
tuned!
Heritage golf course kangaroos
In April, Heritage Golf and Country
Club announced plans to slaughter
kangaroos on their golf course.
Nillumbik Council have written to
Heritage expressing our concerns about
the killing of native wildlife and asking
Heritage to consider other options.
More recently, we’ve found out
that the owner of the golf course is
allowing his dogs to terrorise and attack
kangaroos on the golf course, leaving
them injured and dying.
The golf course shares a border with
Bend of Islands, an area where residents
work together to manage the land and
create a safe haven for native wildlife.
The keeping of pets is prohibited in
both Bend of Islands and on the golf
course.
Council officers have been in touch
with Wildlife Victoria and are seeking
to meet with management at Heritage
to express our deep concern with the
current situation.

Rotarians’ night out

Op shop volunteers with their Certificate of Appreciation

Kangaroo Ground War Memorial
Park and Tower
Council is in the process of creating
a management plan for Kangaroo
Ground War Memorial Park.
The plan will lay out some small
upgrades to the park as well as an
ongoing maintenance program to
ensure it stays the local treasure that
it currently is.
We’ll be discussing the plan with key
stakeholders shortly and after that,
we will be putting it out for public
consultation.
Bushfire resilience webinars
Bushfire Resilience Inc are holding a
series of webinars to help households
in rural areas and on the urban fringe
to prepare for fire season.
Find out more and register at br.org.
au/webinar.
If you have any issues or concerns,
you can contact me at any time at
ben.ramcharan@nillumbik.vic.gov.
au or on 0476 175 359.
This article was written by Cr. Ben
Ramcharan and does not reflect
the official position of Nillumbik
Council.

THE ROTARY club of Warrandyte
Donvale held their Changeover night
on Tuesday 22 June.
It was a night to celebrate the
hard work by members of the local
community, club members and
volunteers and to reflect on the past
year.
Rotary District 9810 Governor Alma
Reynolds attended and talked briefly
about the Rotary response to recent
storm damage and the significance
of Paul Harris Fellow awards (PHFs).
She then presented PHFs to club
members Ian Thomlinson, Louise
Latimer and Steve Latimer for
exemplary service to the community.
After a brief talk about his work in
Warrandyte, local Police Sergeant
Stewart Henderson also received a
PHF for his wonderful work over 10
years in Warrandyte.
Certificates of Appreciation were
g i ve n t o c l u b m e mb e r s Dav i d
George, Kevin Hall, Gavin Birch, Ian
Thomlinson, Bob Fry and volunteers
Tim Hall and Michelle Edwards.
Op Shop staff also received an award
in appreciation of their work in the
community for recycling and food
distribution to families in need.
Outgoing President Judy Hall
reflected on the past difficult year

which caused disruption to the usual
club fundraising activities.
In spite of this, the club was able
to donate over $60,000 to worthy
causes in the local and international
community.
She spoke about the wonderful
camaraderie in the club, which makes
the work so much easier and fun.
President Judy Hall is taking on
another year of Presidency, to make
up for lost time last year and is looking
forward to the club holding its annual
Art Show next March (COVID willing),
a continuation of the great fundraising
efforts in running the Tunstall Market
and Op Shop and distributing funds to
the community.
The club is also keen to establish
some projects to assist the community
so this will be a priority consideration
in its local networking.
The club is also keen to widen its
volunteer and member base and looks
forward to meeting people who may
wish to join a dynamic group such as
Rotary so they can contribute to the
wellbeing of the community. The club
wishes to thank all those who have
supported Rotary in the past year.
It was a great night to finish of the
year and we look forward to an even
better year in 2021/22.

The Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale is proud to announce the
following donations and assistance of around $60,000 in total to
various groups and individuals during the 2020-21 financial year.
Christmas Cakes & Christmas Cards to
Meals on Wheels recipients
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House

End Polio Now Program
Teachers Training Program Philippines

Warrandyte Community Garden

Education and Guidance for
teenage mothers in Africa

Warrandyte Arts Association
(for Mechanics Institute Hall)

Medical & Surgical Aid to Pacific Region
(Interplast & Romac)

Warrandyte Scouts – for new bus

Rotary Against Malaria

Various families in need

International Disaster Aid

End of School Awards – six local schools

Wheelchairs for Kids in Developing Nations

Fees, school camps and uniforms for local students

Eye Project in Tuveuni

Warrandyte Football & Cricket Clubs

The Rotary Foundation

We wish to thank all our volunteers and supporters.
We look forward to your continued support at our Tunstall Market held the
last Sunday of every month and The Warrandyte Op Shop, open daily.
We are optimistic that we can hold an Art show in 2022.
For information about our club go to www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
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Volunteers make the world go round

By SANDI MILLER
CAN YOU IMAGINE a world without
volunteers?
Volunteers do so much for our
community, our CFA, Food Bank,
Meals on Wheels, SES, Op Shops,
sporting clubs, Run Warrandyte,
Neighbourhood House… they even
write for the Diary.
Volunteering has taken a bit of a
hit during the pandemic, but local
community organisations are hoping
for a resurgence in volunteerism now
COVID lockdown seems to be behind
us.
If ever there was a time to step up
and volunteer it was right now.
The Diary has put together a few
suggestions to how you can help.
Judy Hall from Warrandyte Rotary
said the pandemic has been causing a
real problem with a lot of volunteers.
“A lot of volunteers are older, and they
are more worried about going into the
community.”
She hopes that once the pandemic
is over, people might feel a little more
disposed to getting out and about and
helping out.
“There are so many good openings
for volunteers, there is no reason for
anyone to be bored,” Judy said.
L i o n s C l u b, R o t a r y , a n d t h e
Warrandyte Community Association
and Doncare are among several groups
in the local area that rely on volunteers
to help people in the community
through fundraising and hands-on
projects.
Local community organisations are
looking for people to join them to
enrich and enhance life in Warrandyte
for all of us.
Beyond the feel-good factor of
helping others, volunteering can be a
great way of gaining employable skills,
connect with other like-minded people
— and it looks great on your CV.
While service clubs like Rotary and
Lions may have, in the past, been seen
as stuffy old blokes meeting for dinner
once a week, modern service clubs
could not be more different.
The fundraising and community
spirit are all still alive and well, but the
clubs are now much more dynamic,
and project based.
Gone are the obligations to attend
weekly meetings, or to be a certain
demographic, and while the current
members are getting older, an injection
of “youth” will ensure the clubs remain
viable into the future.
Judy said Rotary is looking for people
who can help get things done.
“Things get done outside of meetings,

not in meetings”.
Judy said modern family life means
people with young families who
are working full time probably do
not have the time to give to service
organisations.
“So we are looking at people whose
kids have got to the point where they
don’t need supervision all the time, the
40–60s, or early retirees, people with a
bit of time up their sleeves,” she said.
Rotary has many projects that it
undertakes to help the community,
members help run both the Warrandyte
Riverside Market and the Tunstall
Square Market, as well as the Rotary
Art Show.
“We are a small group, but we are very
dynamic — we are risk takers, we put
our hand up to do things, even if they
might sound a bit way out.
“We will try things if we think they
are going to benefit people in the
community,” she said.
Judy said Rotary has adopted a new
area of focus lately and are developing
projects around environmental issues.
“Rotary is getting on board with a
lot of environmental projects, and
it is something I would like see our
club getting involved with a bit more,
particularly in Warrandyte because
there are so many opportunities here,”
she said.
Lions Club has been part of the
Warrandyte Community for almost 50
years, it provides help and support to
community members in times of need,
through its Op Shop and providing
emergency food or other staples, like
school fees or clothes.
Lions’ secretary, Lyn McDonald says
that those doing the helping get a lot
out of it too.
“What you get out of it is the boost of
knowing that you are actually helping
people, which is why I think anyone
volunteers, they want to help people.
“But it is also good to know that
someone who is invisible can be seen
and be assisted, and that is where I
worry, there are all these invisible
people out there who don’t know who
to ask for, don’t know how to ask.”
Or when disaster strikes, Lions can
jump in with practical assistance, like
following the Black Saturday Fires,
when the club took a tool library to
Kinglake to assist the community to
rebuild things like fencing.
Lions also runs events during the
year that are designed to both provide
something for both their members and
the broader community.
The club also works with Doncaster
All Abilities Basketball, the Warrandyte
Riverside Market, Warrandyte Pottery

Expo, and many other community
projects that enhance our community.
Once a year the Lions rev it up with a
day at Sandown Raceway, giving vision
impaired motorists a chance to get in
the driver’s seat and do hot laps of the
racetrack.
“It is such a boon to so many people
and so many other clubs love it and
get involved — there is a real buzz
about it, people love it, we have people
from all over and it has been really
disappointing we haven’t been able
to run that during COVID,” said Lyn.
A major fundraising stream for the
club is the Op Shop.
Lyn said the Op Shop is not just an
asset for the community, but also an
asset for the people who work there.
“It is a social hub, and a lot of
customers come in on a regular basis,
you get to know them and they find it
a nice social atmosphere too.”
However, as the pandemic has
kept some of their regular volunteers
away, the Lions are facing a challenge
keeping the club, and therefore the Op
Shop viable.
“It would be a real shame if we had
to fold, people have busy lives and so
might not have the time to volunteer,
if we could get a few people under 60 it
would be wonderful, we have talked to
other groups, it has been a major issue
overhanging us for the last few years, it
is just getting less and less and falling
on fewer and fewer people.
“We find we are very useful, and we
want to stay useful.”
Dick Davies from the Warrandyte
Community Association (WCA) is on
the Warrandyte Riverside Market
committee, and says it is a case of many
hands make light work.
But at the moment, it is falling to the
same people to turn up month after
month.
“It is a question of just getting enough
new people in, and the more people
you get the easier it is, because you are
not relying on the same people all the
time,” he said.
“Everyone enjoys the market, and it
doesn’t just happen, a lot of people put
a lot of effort into it.
“It would be very nice to have a list of
people we could call on now and again,
and not rely on the same people all of
the time.”
He said the market is always looking
for people to help with set up and
pack up.
“It is mainly to direct traffic and make
sure the cars don’t block the pathway
and the stall holders, facilitating the
exit, and being friendly to people.”
The Market is run by a collection of

community groups, North Warrandyte
CFA help with the setup, while Rotary,
and the WCA help with the bump in
and the Lions help with the pack-up.
W C A i s a l s o i nv o l v e d i n t h e
Warrandyte Retirement Housing
Co-Operative, which has built and
now operates two small retirement
villages in Warrandyte.
Dick said the Co-Op was started
many years ago by Valarie Polley and
Cliff Green.
It took several years to get all the
ducks in a row and the first block of
five units, Creekside, went in at Harris
Gully Road in 2011, and Riverside was
opened in West End Road in 2019.
However, Dick said many of the
founding members of the committee
have passed away and so they are
looking for assistance in a range of
different areas.
“It is a question of getting a bit more
assistance right across the board, we
have a formal board and we do have
vacancies for board members, people
don’t have to be a board member they
can help on a casual basis, give advice
or assistance.
“We used to have a lawyer and a
bank manager, but they have both
passed away, but we had legal and
financial expertise on the committee,
Doug Seymour is on the committee,
he is a retired council engineer so he
is very good on that and Andrew Yen
is a developer and he has done an
enormous amount.
“My concern as chairman of the
Retirement Housing Co-op, is these
buildings are going to be around for
another 50–100 years, it is run on a
cooperative basis, so we have to keep
it going.

“We could do with people with
g eneral b oard and accounting
experience, people with nursing
experience, people who know about
old people — it is a community thing,”
he said.
Doncare Op Shops in staffing crisis
Doncare has been predicated on
volunteerism for over 50 years with
volunteers providing support to
vulnerable families through their
work as Community Support Workers,
Op shop workers, Social Support
volunteers, Counsellors and mentors
to women recovering from family
violence.
Doncare CEO, Gaby Thomson said
volunteer numbers in the op shops are
down 30 per cent.
“We are now faced with having to
temporarily close stores because we
cannot staff them.
“Doncare has already suffered
significant losses in revenue due to
the closure of stores due to restrictions
in the past 12 months,” Gaby said.
Doncare relies on the revenue of its
seven opportunity shops to support
women and children recovering from
family violence, provide emergency
relief to disadvantaged families,
counselling, therapeutic support
groups and provide recreational
activities to socially isolated seniors in
Warrandyte.
“We desperately need people to
volunteer as retail shop assistants in
Tunstall Square, Templestowe Village
and Mitcham in particular,” she said.
There are shifts available during the
week or Saturdays from 9:15am–1pm
and 1pm–4pm.

getting involved

Lions Club of Warrandyte

Lions is looking for members to join in any
capacity.
Either helping out at an event, joining the
committee or helping with fundraising,
or volunteering at the Op Shop.
Come along to a meeting to find out how you
can be involved.
Visit their website warrandyte-lions.org
Contact warrandyte.lions@gmail.com or
phone Secretary, Lyn 0418 329 133

Doncare

To volunteer at any of Doncare’s Op Shops
visit doncare.org.au/volunteer-at-doncare
or phone 9856 1500

Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale

meets regularly at Natalie’s Restaurant in
Mitcham.
They are keen to get new members or to join
forces on projects.
www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
Contact Rob Edwards on 0409 258 744
Email: robcmck@bigpond.com
To volunteer for the op shop, go to the website
or call 0416 490 749

Other organisations where you can volunteer

Warrandyte Riverside Market

Contact one of the service clubs to volunteer
to help with set up or pack up.
Visit www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.
au or contact mobile: 0428 507 290
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Mr Wombat makes himself at home
much ado
By KATRINA BENNETT
IN 1983, THE Weather Girls only got
our present situation partially correct.
The humidity was rising — tick.
The barometer’s getting low — tick.
According to their sources, the street
was the place to go — half a mark.
It’s raining men — no marks!
You all know the night I’m talking
about?
The wind was strong enough to
remove Bert Newton’s toupee and
uproot forest giants that had been
happily growing age rings for 300 years.
Household rooves became an
optional extra and electricity was a
pre–Michael Faraday dream.
The street was only the place to go if
you were in the emergency services,
wore high vis and were wielding a
kickass chainsaw.
The misogyny of 1983 is slowly
evaporating and these superheros
raining down on distressed citizens
weren’t just men, but also women and
non-binary.
For those lucky enough to sleep, they
woke to a devastated landscape.
In a cold, dark, house and if their
phone still had any charge, a cheery
message from AusNet letting them
know their power will back on, anytime
between four days to three weeks.
Or there were those lucky enough
to be me.
I got woken up by the beeping of a
received text message.
Suspiciously, I tentatively snake one
upper limb out from under the toasty
doona.
The air is pleasantly warm.
I still have heating.
I creak one eyelid open, the room is
brightly lit — I still have power.
The fact I even received a message

dictates that I still have phone and
internet coverage.
All is boding very well so far.
In fact, was today not the day that
lockdown restrictions were easing, and
my long-suffering pseudo-educated
offspring could be expelled from
the School of Remote Learning and
propelled back into the soft embrace
of teachers who care?
Teachers who know what they are
doing and can provide a learning
experience in a bricks and mortar
educational institute of excellence that
isn’t my place of residence?
Why yes, it is!
Or at least it was supposed to be.
That harbinger-of-doom
communication device, otherwise
known as an iPhone, had woken me
just to inform me that the school was
closed until further notice due to storm
damage — and a distinct lack of power.
I slump back into my pillows, gazing
out my rain lashed windows at all the
trees in my property defying the laws
of physics as they perform the limbo,
managing to bend but not break.
Ab s e nt l y , I t h i n k o f my l at e
grandmother’s expression, that it
would be “a great day for ducks”.
My daydreaming is rudely
interrupted by three uniform clad,
packed lunchbox wielding, school bag
toting individuals, politely enquiring if
I could drive them down the bus stop
as it appeared a little too damp to walk.
Aah — turns out that I may have
forgotten to pass on that little message
about no school.
That’s ok, all teenagers love to get
out of bed, bathe and get dressed
really early for no apparent reason,
don’t they?
The day wears on.
The rain streams down incessantly
and the river continues to rise.
We have all settled down to watch a
movie when there’s a scrabbling, rather

lowdown knock on the door.
Shrugs all round as no one makes an
effort to open the front door.
Reluctantly, I cave first and find
myself getting up, if only to stop the
incessant knocking sound.
Sw i n g i n g t h e d o o r o p e n I’ m
flabbergasted to find my resident
wombat.
He barrels past me and I get drenched
when he shakes the water off his
sodden mangy hide.
“Hey, it’s lockdown, I’m not allowed
any visitors,” I finally stutter out.
With a twitch of his waterlogged
whiskers, Mr Wet Wombat settles in
front of the fire.
“My burrow’s been washed away.
“Consider me your pet, not a visitor,”
he states.
“But, I don’t want you as a pet.
You’re not yard trained, never mind
house trained.”
He attempts to strike a deal.
“What if I promise the stop digging up
your favourite patch of lawn?”
When I offer no further comment, he
adds: “And I promise to stop pooping
on your front doorstep?”
Defeated, I turn to close the door just
as Mum, Dad and their 12 ducklings
come scuttling through into the dry
comfort of my house.
Turns out my grandmother was
wrong, apparently it wasn’t a great
day for ducks.
“Do I look like a Noah to you lot?” I
growl through clenched teeth.
And that is when one of the teenagers
stir themselves and surprises me with:
“I don’t think ducks or wombats read
the Bible, Mum”.
Turns out someone has learnt
something after almost 13 years in the
education system.
As for the Weather Girls?
Maybe they were right.
The street was the place to go —
anywhere away from my own house.

COMING
SOON
Community Bank
Warrandyte

Community
Investment Program
When you partner with us, good things happen.
Your organisation gets sponsorship, and your banking helps
support the community.
Applications open on 21 July and close on 18 August, 2021.
Find out more. Call 9844 2233 or search Bendigo Bank
Warrandyte.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1400521
OUT_2169275, 23/06/2021
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Warrandyte splendour
WHAT DO YOU get when you mix the delights of Warrandyte’s
natural environment with the talents of our local photographers?
The Warrandyte Nature Facebook page is a space where local
photographers showcase their images of local wildlife and
landscape.
The Diary is pleased to provide a very small selection of some
recent images.
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Catch up with important news and events from across
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

Queen’s Birthday Honours 2021
By SANDI MILLER

T HREE WARR ANDY T E
residents have been recognised
in the 2021 Queen’s Birthday
Honours list.
The Queen’s Birthday 2021
Honours List recognises 1,190
outstanding and inspirational
Australians across Australia.
Many on this year’s list are
honoured (at least in part) for
their contribution to the fight
against COVID-19 or for their
work fighting the devastating
2020 bushfires.
Governor- General David
Hurley sent congratulations to
all recipients on behalf of all
Australians.
“Collectively, they speak to
who we are as a nation.
“There are countless
examples of selflessness,
commitment and dedication.”
He said he was pleased that
the list includes the highest
ever percentage of women (44
per cent) recognised through
the General Division of the
Order of Australia.
Locally, there was even
stronger representation, as

two of the three local awardees
identified as female.
The Governor-General said
it is important that the Order
of Australia represents the
diversit y and strength of
Australia – for this to happen
we need to ensure outstanding
women, members of our
multicultural community and
First Nations people are
nominated by their peers in
the community.
“To all Australians, I encourage
you to consider nominating
someone outstanding from
your community for recognition.
“The great strength of our
system is that it is ‘bottom-up’
– everyone recognised through
the Order of Australia has
been nominated by someone
else, considered through an
independent process and,
today, celebrated by our
nation.”
Anyone can nominate any
Australian for an award in the
Order of Australia.
If you know someone
worthy, nominate them now at
www.gg.gov.au.

Member of the Order of
Australia (AM)

One local resident has been appointed
as a Member of the Order of Australia
on the military list. Two in the civilian
list and one military honour.
Brigadier Douglas Watson Laidlaw
AM CSC, of Warrandyte
Brig Laidlaw was honoured for his
exceptional service as the Commander
4th Brigade and Commander Joint Task
Force 646 during Operation Bushfire
Assist 2019–2020.
Brigadier Douglas Laidlaw’s citation
notes that Brig Laidlaw demonstrated
“exceptional dedication and service”
in multiple command appointments.
“As Commander 4th Brigade, he
successfully improved capability
and enhanced readiness across the
Victorian region.
Brigadier Laidlaw, as Commander
Joint Task Force 646, led the rapid
resp ons e and re cov er y eff or ts
supporting emergency management
services and fire effected communities.
His superior command and leadership
were instrumental in the outstanding
achievement of the Joint Task Force
across the East Gippsland and North
Eastern Victoria regions”.
At the height of the deployment, Brig.
Laidlaw was in charge of some 1,700
full time and reserve solders, including
several embedded Air Force and Naval
service personnel.
His forces were also bolstered by
an international contingent from the
Papua New Guinean and Fijian armies.

RECYCLE &
UPCYCLE SALE
th July
Saturday 29
31st
Saturday
May

Res er ves have b e en us e d for
numerous national roles in the past
such as for security duties at the Sydney
2000 Olympic Games (Op Gold), and
for various environmental disasters
including flood, earthquake, drought,
and fire.
Doug has been called up to serve
on many of these and more, he had
operational service in East Timor,
and has led the response to several
significant natural disasters in
Australia and overseas including

Black Saturday, the 2011 Floods and
Operation Sumatra Assist.
Doug told the Diary, while fronting
press conferences with the Prime
Minister was not what he had planned
for his 2020 summer holidays, he says
that the Army Reserve always plans to
be available for the Fire Season when
training winds up for the year.
Outside of his military life, Doug
is a practicing barrister and lives in
Warrandyte with his six children,
which makes him a very busy man.

Warrandyte’s New Pool Specialist

10am – 12pm
At Warrandyte Uniting Church,
cnr Taroona Ave & West End Rd

RECYCLE

Bring your items to be recycled & reused - TVs, CDs,
DVDs, bicycles, ink cartridges, phones, glasses, stamps,
fabric, wool, corks, craft items, buttons, batteries, bras,
light globes, business clothes, warm clothes, blankets,
toothbrushes, toothpaste tubes and more.

UPCYCLE

Huge range of goods for sale – furniture, books, clothing
and heaps of other pre-loved treasures.
Nab a cheap bargain and save our landfill.

Regular Maintenance Service

www.riverflow.com.au or call Ken on 0407 839 718

Chemicals Pool Equipment

Riverflow Recycling, a peace project of Warrandyte Uniting
Church in collaboration with WarrandyteCAN

Green Pool Recovery Water Test

Shop 3, 90-94 Melbourne Hill Rd

8839 6907 info@radiantpools.net.au
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Order of Australia Medal
OAM
Ms Deborah HALPERN,
Warrandyte
Recognised for her service to the
arts, North Warrandyte Artist Deborah
Halpern’s mosaic sculptures are well
known across Melbourne.
Locally, the gateway to Nillumbik
Shire is marked by her Queen of the
Shire, which graces the banks of the
Yarra at the Warrandyte Bridge and
Water Creature, Big Cat, Small Cat,
resides at the Manningham Civic
Square in Doncaster.
Other works grace key civic spaces
around Melbourne, Angel adorns the
banks of the Yarra at Birrarung Marr
after being relocated from the moat at
the National Gallery, while Ophelia,
has been at the Southbank Promenade
for a quarter of a century and has was
adopted as the “Face of Melbourne” by
Tourism Victoria.
Her works are instantly recognisable
with their bright colours and almost
Picassoesque designs, and they are

Order of Australia Medal
OAM
Mrs Karen Ann Pearce,
Warrandyte
Karen Pearce has been honoured for
her service to sport administration.
She has worked Football Victoria as
Executive Manager, Women and Girls,
since 2019, and prior to that spend
almost 20 years at Basketball Victoria
as Manager Strategic Operations,
2000–2019.
Karen has been a staunch advocate
for inclusion in sport, as a member of
the board of the Victorian Sport and
Recreation Association for Persons with
an Intellectual Disability (VICSRAPID).
As Executive Manager of Growth
and Inclusion, Karen is responsible
for leading change across the whole
football landscape.
She told the Diary:
“It has always been about making

installed at parks and shopping centres
across Melbourne and around the
world.
Deb told the Diary, growing up in
Warrandyte was very formative to her
philosophy of life.
“You don’t know that until you get
older, how much your upbringing
and your surroundings and your
community impact how you think. So
growing up in Warrandyte with all the
creative people here, and my parents,
who were the founding members of
Potters Cottage, things just seep in
like osmosis”
She said the bottom line for me was
to always make work that was joyful.
“I enjoyed doing what actually
contribute to people, so I didn’t want
it all to be introverted and inward
looking, I wanted things that were
going to make a difference to people’s
daily experience of life.
“Even if I was making a mug, for a
cup of tea, every mug was unique, and
it was always intended to enhance
somebody’s experience of having
a cup of tea — and that just really

extrapolated out to bigger sculptures.
“When I got the National Gallery job,
to make a sculpture for the moat, it was
like ‘man now I really have to see how I
can contribute to the National Gallery
and the City of Melbourne,’ and then
not long after that came the Ophelia
Southgate opportunity.
“Once again it is always the bottom
line is what can I make that is really
going to represent this place and
enhance it and bring value and joy and
something to the people who live there
and visit those places.
“That is always a bottom line for me,”
she said.
She said she enjoys watching her
works once she leaves her studio.
“Once I have made them they have a
life of their own, people don’t know me,
a lot of people don’t know my name,
but they know the sculptures and that
is great — I love that,” she said.
Deborah is also recognised for her
philanthropy, as a benefactor for
Animals Asia, World Vision, Amnesty
and Art for Good.

sure sport is accessible for everybody
to participate in, whether they are a
player, coach or referee, whether they
are a volunteer or administrator or
simply if they want to spectate.”
She said what she likes about women’s
sport is that women in sport — on an off
the field — support each other.
“So AFLW, Women’s Big Bash and
all that is great, if we can provide an
opportunity for more people to have
a choice to participate and play, it
doesn’t matter what sport they play,”
she said.
Since her honour was announced she
has been overwhelmed by the good
wishes she has received.
“It has been crazy — I have had
hundreds and hundreds and hundreds
of messages, texts, calls, people I have
worked with years ago, people I did a
program with way back in the day.
“Sport is an amazing place where
it really is a big family of people, and

when you work in it for so long you
know so many people you know it is
lovely to be a part of it, and people are
just amazing.”
And while she said she was delighted
to receive the award, she said, “I don’t
do what I do for myself, I do it because
I want to make it easier for people to
participate”.
She said involvement in local clubs
is an important part of developing a
career in sports.
“I didn’t go to Uni, I just love
basketball, that is how I got into being
a sports administrator.
“I have often said to young people I
have mentored that it is great they are
getting a sports degree, but the most
important thing to do is to volunteer,
get into a local club and immerse
yourself in it, because you will just learn
so much that way, and that is how I
started,” she said.

Manningham Council News

MEMBER FOR WARRANDYTE
Manningham Civic Awards
Nominations for the 2021 Manningham Civic Awards are now open.
Following its cancellation in 2020, due to the coronavirus
(COVID-19) situation, the Manningham Civic Awards is back for
2021.
The Awards recognise residents who’ve made exceptional
contributions to the Manningham community through
volunteer, unpaid or paid work. All applications received in the
2020 nominations will automatically be included in this year’s
nominations.
The winners of the 2021 Manningham Civic Awards will be
announced at an Awards Night Gala Ceremony on 20 October
2021.
For more information, including award categories and how to
nominate, visit
manningham.vic.gov.au/civic-awards

Ryan Smith MP
9840 9333

manningham.vic.gov.au

RyanSmith.com.au

RyanSmith@parliament.vic.gov.au

03 9841 5166
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what’s happening
PLEASE NOTE ALL EVENTS ARE
SUBJECT TO COVID LOCKDOWN RESTRICTIONS
Event: Food Relief
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Each Wednesday 10am-12pm
Info:
In c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h Ca re Ne t , Wa r ra n d y t e
Neighbourhood House will be offering food and toiletry
hampers. Pop in if you or someone you know, needs one.
Event: Revegetation of Andersons Creek
Where: opposite 10 Gold Memorial Road, Warrandyte
When: every Wednesday, 10am–noon
Info:
Be part of this major project to bring Gold Memorial Rd.
back to its former glory. We will be preparing for planting. Lots of
weeding to be done. No experience necessary. We provide all you
need to have a great time. Contact andersonscreeklandcare@
hotmail.com, Robyn 0417377649 or visit Andersons Creek
Landcare’s Facebook page
Event: The Addams Family – Musical
Where: Warrandyte High School, Alexander Road, Warrandyte
When: July 9, 10, 16, 17 at 8pm.
Matinees July 10, 11, 17 at 2pm.
Info:
The Addams Family, a musical performed by the
Diamond Valley Singers.
The ups and downs of a quirky, kooky family, their sorrows
and their joys. Proceeds from the performances will go to
International Needs Australia and Open House Ivanhoe.
Book at www.dvsingers.org or contact 0435 763 215.
Event: Love/Sick
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute Hall
When: Friday and Saturday, July 9,10, at 8pm
Info:
Love/Sick is a collection of ten slightly twisted and
completely hilarious short plays. Set on a Friday night in an
alternate suburban reality, this romp explores the pain and the
joy that comes with being in love. Full of imperfect lovers and
dreamers, Love/Sick is an unromantic comedy for the romantic
in everyone. Directed by David Tynan & Lisa Macgibbon. See
Page 19 for more information.
Event: No Lights No Lycra
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
180 Yarra Street, Warrandyte, Victoria
When: Wednesdays 7pm to 8pm
Info:
Dance in the dark your way! There are no lights, no
moves to learn, no teacher — just you, the music, and other
like-minded souls who love to let go to great music. And no one
is watching.

Event: Inclusion & Diversity in Sport
Where: Hurstbridge Community Hub, 50 Graysharps Road
When: Tuesday, July 13, 6:30pm–8pm
Info: Come along and hear our panel speak about
their lived experiences in sport as people from underrepresented groups in the community.
Workshop participants can expect to walk away with new
ideas and strategies for ensuring their club is as welcoming
and inclusive as possible.
This workshop is delivered with a sport-specific focus,
however members from all Nillumbik community
groups are welcome to attend.
Event: Women’s Tool Time:
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Starting Thursday July 15, 10:30-12:30pm, 10 weeks
Info:
Cost $50. We are super excited to be launching our first
Women’s Tool Time.
You’ll be amazed what you can create in just a few short weeks
with our highly experienced volunteer tutor. All experience levels
welcome. Social relaxed atmosphere. Some materials required.
Event: Men’s Tool Time
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Starting Thursday, July 15, 1-3pm, 10 weeks
Info:
Cost $50. You’ll be amazed what you can create in just
a few short weeks with our highly experienced volunteer tutor.
All experience levels welcome. Social relaxed atmosphere. Some
materials required.
Event: Paint and Sip
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Saturday, July 17, 1 week 3-6pm
Info:
Cost $57. Create your own beautiful artwork. Suitable
for all skill levels, including beginners. A fun, relaxing workshop
with artist Graeme West. Using a pre-drawn base, everyone, no
matter their level or experience will complete their own artwork
to take home. Give it a try today and you will be glad you did!
BYO your preferred tipple. Glassware supplied.
Event: Computers for Absolute Beginners
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Starting the second week of term, 9 weeks.
Info:
FREE but bookings required. Gain the confidence and
skills to get online. This class is a safe space to learn with no
computer skills needed, for people aged 50+. Call 9844 1839 for
more details.

Event: Doncaster View Club Meeting
Where: Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Road, Bulleen
When: Tuesday, July 20, 11am
Info:
Theme – “Christmas in July” with best decorated table
competition. We warmly welcome ladies to join this friendly
group who support The Smith Family in providing education for
disadvantaged Australian Children. Contact Shirley on 98792380
for more details.
Event: Marketing and Media for Community Groups
and Clubs
Where: Hurstbridge Community Hub,
50 Graysharps Rd, Hurstbridge
When: Wednesday, July 14, 6:30pm to 8:30pm
Info: The arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic has
drastically changed the way community groups market
and promote. This workshop will focus on the core
elements of marketing and media strategies specifically for
community groups.
This training is delivered with a community group focus,
however members of other Nillumbik clubs and groups
are welcome to attend.
Event: Yarra Valley View Club Meeting
Where: Dorset Gardens Hotel, Dorset Road, Croydon
When: Tuesday July 27, 11am
Info:
We are always open to new members, so please
get in touch today and come and see what it is all about.
Contact Val on 0419 007 728

2021 Community
Training Sessions
The Nillumbik Community
Training Calendar provides
access to a range of free training
and workshops for Nillumbik’s community groups, clubs
and volunteers.
This calendar of free training sessions and workshops is
focused on building the capacity and sustainability of our
groups, clubs and volunteers, so they can continue to play a
vital role in supporting the Nillumbik community.

See above for upcoming sessions.
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/People-and-family/
Community/Nillumbik-Community-Training-Calendar

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Local markets
Park Orchards Market
Saturday, July 17, 10am–2pm
Park Orchards Primary,
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,
Park Orchards
Tunstall Market
Sunday, July 25, 8am - 1pm
Tunstall Square Shopping Centre
Cnr Doncaster Road and
Tunstall Road,
Doncaster East

St Andrews Community Market
Saturdays, 9am–2pm
Kangaroo Ground - St Andrews Road,
St Andrews
Warrandyte Riverside Market
Saturday, August 7, 8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve
Eltham Farmers’ Market and
Food Swap
Sunday, July 25, 9am–1pm
(food swap 9:30–10:30am)
Eltham Town Mall

Lawn Mowing And Whipper Snipping
Backyard Clean Up Services
Tree Pruning And Removal
Weeding And Mulching
Hedge Trimming
Property Maintenance
& Odd Jobs

Jake Clancy mob.
Qualified Arborist

0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare

AFL WEEKEND SPECIAL
Monika Lambelle (RN)

COME DOWN & WATCH THE GAME ON
THE BIG SCREEN.

Anti Wrinkle & Dermal Filler Treatments
0404 532 342
labellevisage.aesthetic

Deal 1 - Chicken Parma, Chips & Pot of Beer $20
Deal 2 - Medium Traditional Pizza & Pot of Beer $15
Deal
al 3 - Woodfired Pizza & Pot of Beer $23
De

Based inWarrandyte

AVAILABLE THURSDAY - SUNDAY
Ph: 9844 0396
104 Melbourne Hill Rd, Warrandyte

JULY 2021

Warrandyte Diary 19

Nine twisted tales of love at WTC
review

The spotlights are back on at
the Warrandyte Mechanics’
Institute, as Warrandyte Theatre
Company presented Love/Sick,
as collection of short plays.
As we hit the streets, the
production still has a week to
run, so we have resisted the
temptation to spoil the twists
in the tail.
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
JOHN CARIANI, actor/playwright and
great observer of the human condition,
brings to the stage a contemporary play
about love in the form of nine vignettes,
more specifically, nine ten-minute
plays. But as the title Love/Sick suggests,
it is also about dysfunctional love.
It is a poignant portrayal of nine
different relationships with the

common thread of love or the lack of it.
All the characters within this
quirky, compassionate, funny, sad,
devastating, but uplifting and very
insightful work, reflect all that
is encompassed within
modern relationships.
Although the
characters are dealing
with serious issues,
they are presented
to the audience in a
comedic and palatable
way.
Clever, clever, clever!
Not only the script, but
the directors, the innovative
and interchangeable sets, costuming
and the transition from one play to
another.
I could not select one actor over
another for their performances, they
were all brilliant.
Each actor played several roles, but
their characters were never confused.
If I had to sum up the whole
p ro d u c t i o n w a s p o l i s h e d a n d
professional.

By DAVID HOGG
THIS VERY CLEVER and entertaining
play by American playwright John
Car iani brought to us by the
Warrandyte Theatre Company
(W TC) marks the next
step forward in what will
hopefully be a return
to live theatre with full
audiences.
The Company had
taken great care to
comply with COVID
restrictions, and the
25% capacity audience
was seated in small groups
booked at separate tables
cleverly candle-lit.
The first and last weeks were a sellout, with only a few tickets remaining
for the middle week as we go to press.
Love/Sick consists of nine funny and
unconnected vignettes about the many
dimensions of love.
We were treated to an evening of
superlative acting by the talented cast
of eight, most of whom were familiar
faces.

Each act involved two people, and
whilst most involved a male/female
relationship one included a gay couple
and another a lesbian couple.
The plays themselves revolved
around totally dysfunctional couples
and throughout these acts I had a
mental urge to bang the characters’
heads together.
We could all see where they were
going wrong, as they mostly portrayed
the insensitivity of one partner to
the feelings of the other, usually and
ashamedly insensitivity of the male
to the needs of the female.
Yet despite our concerns with the
annoying plots, in every case th
e acting was brilliant.
To review each vignette would take
too long; however, I must single out
the Singing Telegram act for special
praise.
Lochie Laffin-Vines succinctly
captures the part of a Singing Telegram
Man who is reluctant to deliver his
message.
Simone Kiefer plays Louise, the
recipient of the message, who is

anticipating a proposal from her
boyfriend.
When she learns the actual contents
of the message she portrays amazing
versatility, turning quickly from the
absolute joy of having the performer
arrive to abject misery when she
realises the message.
David Tynan and Lisa MacGibbon
are the accomplished directors.
Lighting is excellent, as usual, and
special mention must be made of the
simple minimalistic set with a very
cleverly designed doorway which
can be turned to show a blank wall,
an interior door, an ornate front door,
or completely laid on its side to form
a double bed.
Thank you, W TC , for a most
enjoyable night.
Next up on the WTC stage will be
Visitors by Barney Norris which runs
in August.
The long-awaited Calendar Girls by
Tim Firth will finally be coming to our
stage in late September.
And the much-loved Follies returns
in late November.

A classic British romance
classic movies
By JUDY DUNGEY
BRIEF ENCOUNTER is undoubtedly
one of — no, is the best romantic story
ever to come out of Britain.
A big claim, but this is the kind of
film you can see over and over and
still be carried away by the sheer
emotionality of the story.
Once seen and understood, it can
live in your heart for years.
It is not a “chick flick”; it is a
wonderful story that conveys all the
mores and conventions of its time
and yet can be understood from our
modern standpoint just the same.
Despite its dated standards (the film
is over 75 years old), Brief Encounter
speaks to both men and women at our
innermost level.
Our heroine, Laura (Celia Johnson),
is a buttoned-down, middle class
woman, whose regular, Thursday,
shopping day comprises a trip to
“town” by train, and includes lunch
and a movie all by herself, before
a late return home to her dull,
complacent, husband and utterly
biddable children, all in time for
dinner prepared by her own cook.

Her life is quiet, suburban and
wholly predictable.
So soon after the horrors of World
War II, this is felt to be a good thing.
Then one Thursday, at the railway
refreshment room that appears
throughout the movie like a pedal
point, a handsome doctor, Alec
(Trevor Howard), helps remove a
piece of grit from her eye.
During the course of the following
weeks, they meet in increasingly more
consequential settings until suddenly
they realise that they have fallen in
love, but they are both married.
In 1945 Britain this presented
unspeakable difficulties and was a
shameful, appalling situation that
could not be permitted to take what
seemed to be its inevitable course.
David Lean is renowned for his
wide-lensed epic movies, such as
Doctor Zhivago and Lawrence of
Arabia, but it is obvious in this film
that he is also a master of subtlety.
Although much of the kudos goes to
the writer, Noel Coward (who adapted
Brief Encounter from his play Still
Life), Lean somehow shows us the
power of the repressed emotions of
these two conflicted people through
just a squeeze of the shoulder here
or a throaty catch in the voice there.

Real life collides with their ongoing
private narrative when a silly
acquaintance suddenly intrudes
and we can see and feel the barely
contained torment behind the banal
conversation that follows.
Even the thought of suicide is
imparted to us in just a word or two.
The whole story is related in
past tense by an anguished Laura,
accompanied by a sweeping
Rachmaninov — dare I say epic —
soundtrack, where at last the pentup cascade of emotions are finally
given full reign and, in a film where
“nothing happens”, we realise the
import of the very real events we have
watched unfold.
But, whatever you do, don’t watch
the Sophia Loren/Richard Burton
remake of this film.
What in 1945 was a beautiful and
noble romantic drama became in
1974 a turgid and seedy travesty.
Brief Encounter is available on DVD
as part of the Criterion Collection
through Amazon and eBay or for
download or hire on iTunes.
My Gold Cinema Collection (3)
boxed set includes three David Lean
classics from that era: Brief Encounter,
This Happy Breed and Oliver Twist.

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D

• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates
Certified Practising Accountants
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Living in crisis
mental health
By STEPHANIE FOXLEY
MCouns, MACA
CRISIS – The Oxford Dictionary notes
two meanings for this word:
The first describes it as “a time of
great danger, difficulty or doubt when
problems must be solved, or important
decisions must be made”.
The second, as “a time when a
problem, a bad situation or an illness
is at its worst point”.
The plural of crisis is crises, the
adjective is critical.
For something to be determined
as a crisis it is deemed that the
situation must be unexpected, creates
uncertainty, and is a threat.
Right now, and for the past year
and a half, we have all been living in
a period of crisis; the world has been
living in a state of crisis; it is a period
of emergency.
How much this crisis has affected
each of us has depended on the impact
it has had on our personal daily lives.
The Coronavirus crisis in Australia
has been felt at different levels
depending on which state or even city
or town that we live in.
Those in Victoria have, no doubt,
felt the greatest effect of this crisis or
at least the largest number of people
have been affected by it.
Coronavirus has caused a huge
amount of stress and anxiety across
our nation.
Where yes, it has been a time of great
danger.
Problems have had to be solved, and
it has not only been the government
that has been faced with making
important life decisions.
Many people have suffered hardship,

personal financial loss, relationship
breakdowns, stress, anxiety and so
much more.
It is at a time of crisis that causes
p e ople to s e ek couns elling or
psychological help, it is also when the
people they trust are needed most.
Identity crisis, midlife crisis, family
crisis, or health crises are other forms
of crisis that the second definition is
referring to.
A Personal Crisis is the point at which
a person can no longer handle the
situation they find themselves in.
B e f o re a p e r s o n re a c h e s t h e
extreme point of crisis, they have
usually undergone a series of events
of unprecedented nature, causing
enormous stress and anxiety that
brings them to breaking point.
Crashing to their knees.
Broken.
Disheartened.
Signs of a person in crisis
When experiencing crisis, the human
brain comes under extreme mental
imbalance and the ability to cope
with both its own needs and external
demands are exacerbated.
Effectively, this means a total
breakdown in normal functioning:
Behaviours might change
dramatically, and being able to identify
these changes may well be a lifesaver
for a friend or a family member.
Emotional changes; including
extreme temper, irrational fluctuating
moods, despair, breaking down
in tears, anger or even physically
withdrawing from normal activities
or friends.
Controlling behaviours; presenting
as rejection, domination or putting up
unusual defence mechanisms.
Irrational decision making; not
thinking things through, jumping
to conclusions or the inability to

differentiate between small or large
problems.
Procrastination; not being able
to make decisions, putting things
off, stalling or not being able to stay
focussed.
Acting out; self-harm, threatening
suicide, substance abuse or alcoholism.
The most important people at these
times of crisis are the people closest to
the individual, those who are trusted,
be it family members, partners, friends
or work colleagues.
Coping with crisis
Having a strong support network in
addition to trained health professionals
is the best care a person in crisis can
have.
When someone is suffering crisis,
bringing some form routine into their
life is helpful.

The basics of sleep, nourishment and
physical exercise are vital.
The goal is to bring some form
of balance back into their life, to
create resilience and coping skills to
negotiate and identify the issues that
have created the crisis.
Often more therapeutic approaches
a re h e l p f u l t o o : m i n d f u l n e s s,
meditation or breathing exercises to
instil a sense of calm.
Above all, making the person in
crisis feel safe and valued, with
active listening skills, to demonstrate
empathy and understanding.
Living in a state of crisis is frightening
for the individual, though sometimes
they might even be in denial that are.
Recognising the symptoms of
someone in crisis is fundamental to
their wellbeing and their life; reach
out, listen and if necessary, seek help.

Stephanie Foxley has lived and
worked in the Manningham district
for over 20 years.
Now relocated to Queensland
she offers online Counselling and
Clinical Hypnosis via Zoom.
Medibank, Bupa, Police Health
Fund and Doctor’s Health fund
accredited.
Member of ACA, CCAA, & PACFA
Mobile: 0407 921 122
Email:
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: (12-25 years)
1800 650 890
Coronavirus Health Information
Line: 1800 020 080
Health and Human Services:
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

How to raise your energy in any situation
wellness
By MAREE ZIMNY
WHY DO some events or people
energise us, yet at other times drain
us?
What are the triggers in your life that
drain your energy?
To work it out, think about what the
situation was, what feelings you felt
and how you dealt with the situation
to find a resolution.
If it was energising, do more of that;
if it was draining, you could explore
why it drains you, either through
journaling, talking it through with
the person, family or friends, looking
at the following exercises, or reaching
out to a professional.
Let’s explore different energy drains
in the physical, emotional, mental,
and spiritual areas of your life.
These areas will not be perfectly
balanced, but notice how much
you give to yourself in each of these
quadrants?
If you are in excess in the emotional
area, you may not be able to do your
best in the mental or physical area.
If you are too much in the physical,

you may be too tired to be there
emotionally for yourself or others.
If you are too much in the mental
area, you may not give yourself
permission to do physical exercise or
be there emotionally for your loved
ones or even yourself.
Discovering your energy leaks
Energy vampires : Can you
recall when you felt great and then
encountered a person, and you literally
could feel your energy draining away?
Work pressures: Meeting tight
deadlines, trying to get promoted,
short-staffed, unrealistic expectations
and other events that cause your
energy to dwindle instead of raise.
Family: You could be raising
children, looking after pets, paying the
bills, cleaning, shopping and taking
care of everyone, and you may have a
full-time job.
Food/Diet: You may be eating foods
on the go and maybe not chewing
properly!
Perhaps they are high in carb and
sugar, excess caffeine, not drinking
enough water, therefore dehydrated,
which can all cause your energy to
plummet.
Lack of Sleep: Sleep is critical for

two birds
and a barrow

GARDENING

specialising in natural Australian gardens

0488 994 669

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

regenerating the body; do you have
any of these symptoms, sleep apnoea,
going to bed stressed, or after a verbal
fight and it’s unresolved, it will exhaust
you.
Energetically reading
Did you know we are continually,
energetically reading the
environment?
Have you ever walked into a house,
pub, shop, et cetera, and it just felt
awful, and you couldn’t wait to get
out of there?
Perhaps you heard an argument,
and it made you feel uncomfortable
or involved in the dispute.
Have you ever needed to get outside,
get fresh air gym, go for a walk, get into
the garden or nature, whether it’s river,
beach, or bush?
Sometimes we will be so drained
by the situation, and other times, we
can be invigorated, so what makes the
difference?
Masculine and feminine energy
Both men and women have both
masculine and feminine energy within
us, the yin/yang, so when choosing an
energy boost, you may want to decide
if you are going to increase overall

or focus on either the masculine or
feminine side.
Raising masculine energy
Challenge yourself physically: Do a
physical workout to work up a sweat,
with weights, squats, lifts, push ups
et cetera.
Anything that is vigorous exercise
will create an endorphin rush, a boost
of testosterone.
Take a stance and focus: Choose
an object to focus all your attention
on and bring up the primal male
energy within by altering your body
language, squint eyes, lip curl to show
aggression, get that primal growl
sound from the gut.
Fight : Get into a boxing ring,
martial arts, football, rugby, et cetera,
where you have to use strength and
determination to win, as this will
increase your testosterone levels.
Guy only time: Men need to be with
men, pump up their chests, and feel
the strength and power of other men.
Synergy happens when in the
presence of just men.
So join a club, men’s shed, pub,
fishing, someplace where you can just
be you, a man!

Raising feminine energy
Dance/Movement: Look at mother
nature; she is constantly changing,
energy is flowing, can be through
dance, swaying, walking, stretching.
Clothing: Wear flowing clothes,
remove all tight attire, switch to skirts,
or flowing pants, loose tops, comfy
shoes or barefoot to connect with
mother earth energy.
Do this as often as you can.
Female only time: Connect with
other feminine friends, women,
nurturers, soft natured, that bring out
the softer side in you when you can get
girly, giggly and laugh.
Pamper and indulge your senses:
Let go of the responsibility for others,
and charge up your energy with baths,
massages, essential oils, foods that
entice your palette, feel new textiles,
nature, grass, flowers.
Maree Zimny is a qualified
Clinical Hypnotherapist, NLP and
HeartMath® Certified Trainer and
Quantum Frequency Coach.
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress and
Communications
0403 325 858
maree@thereliefclinic.com
www.facebook.com/thereliefclinic
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Stories blowing in the wind
remarkable trees
By JENNAH ROSE
FOR S OME MONTHS now I’ve
pondered over how best to express
the abundant diversity of Australia’s
eucalyptus varieties with view to
choosing a Manningham notable to
write about.
Fossil records show of an ancestor’s
presence some 60 million years ago,
which diversified once the continent
began to dry.
Today the Aussie gum tree offers over
800 species ranging from one of the
world’s giants, the Mountain Ash —
which prior to European destruction
made up much of eastern Australia’s
forests — to the Varnished Gum, a
tiny thing more like a shrub than a
tree found in the mountains of western
Tasmania.
Each of these 800-plus species has
their own distinct personality through
leaf, bark, flower and seed structure
as well as height, width and general
shape.
Their ass or tment of sur vival
strategies covers years of no rainfall in
the central arid zones, soggy humidity
in the lush rainforests of the far north,
and below zero temperatures covered
in snow in the south-eastern alpine
regions.
Productively, eucalypts are grown
predominantly for wood pulp to
make paper and cardboard because
of their short fibre and low coarseness
compared to other hardwoods.
They are also used for their antiseptic
oil, and all their parts produce colours
suitable for dye ranging from yellow
and orange through green, tan,
chocolate and deep rust red.
Most unusual is their ability to
draw up gold from 10 metres below
ground into their leaves (thank you
Wikipedia).

Back to Manningham however,
it occurred to me while wandering
through Warrandyte State Park that I
literally did not notice the eucalypts
for the trees.
There are so many and we are so
used to them that they have likely
been tucked away in our peripheral
vision, only to be noticed if we make a
conscious effort.
Certainly, there are plenty throughout
Manningham’s streetscapes, parks,
gardens, and reser ves, and we
probably all know the whereabouts of
some huge, old specimens.
If you visit Westerfolds Park in
Templestowe, you only need wander
into the grassed areas adjacent to
the car parks and you will find the
grandmothers and grandfathers that
exude that special kind of strength.
Warrandyte, of course, has its fair
share along the river’s edge, and
many can be found on Manningham’s
significant tree register.
But can one alone represent the
magnificence and grandeur of their
shapes, or the ballet of their pretty,

bee-loving, flowery explosions, or the
subtle elegance of their silvery leaves
and layers of skin as they shed to
reveal delicate tones of purple, pink
and green?
In a (gum) nutshell, choosing is
impossible.
So, I turn to what always captures my
attention and something we have been
made very aware of lately — wind.
I have to say, despite the turbulent
winds that traversed the Melbourne
burbs recently causing extensive
damage, it got me thinking about the
changing weather and took me back
to an experience that linked wind so
clearly to tree leaves, and specifically
eucalypts.
While driving inland from northern
NSW to Melbourne in late 2019, I
headed through bushfire affected areas.
Stopping the car for a breather
somewhere on route, I was struck not
so much by the naked bareness of
the burning, but by the profound and
absoluteness of the silence.
Not a buzzing insect or twittering
bird.

Putting on a slideshow
talking images
With BILL McAULEY
MAKING A SLIDESHOW with still
photographs is like producing your
own little movie.
It is best done by using the Ken
Burns effect which is a type of panning
and zooming effect used in film and
video production from still imagery.
The name derives from extensive
use of the technique by American
documentary filmmaker Ken Burns.
Even though you are using a still
photograph the image will zoom in
or out and move across the screen.
The most important decision to
make at the start of your slideshow
project is to choose your subject
matter.
It could be a series of sunsets,
local riverscapes, birdlife or perhaps
candid images of people shopping at
the Warrandyte market.
Or it could be a series of close-up

images of the texture of bark and/
or flowers.
Whatever photographically turns
you on, indulge your passion.
For this month’s column, to create
a slideshow, I have chosen a series of
pictures taken by my student Nicole
Gangel at the Queenstown Cemetery.
The abandoned cemetery, in Smith’s
Gully, is only a short drive from
Warrandyte.
Surrounded by bush, this location is
a photographer’s delight, with its 19th
century tombstones and cast iron
filigree work surrounding the graves.
I encouraged Nicole to shoot the
cemetery in many different ways
because there will be about 40 images
used in the four-minute slideshow.
She provided me with close-ups,
long shots, and most importantly
pictures of the wording on the
tombstones.
These provided an insight into the
lives of these 19th century pioneers,
stories about significant souls carved
in stone.

Eye Examinations Bulk Billed
Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9am–5.30pm, Sat 9am–1pm
Ph 9844 4422 warrandyte@eyeson.com.au
Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

or new spring growth chewed off a
sapling by a passing wallaby; its life as a
young individual shoot maturing to an
adult leaf that a summer caterpillar has
nibbled the corner off; or as a platform
for a grub to build a nobly, round hut.
Or has it appeared from deep under
the bark of a fire-ravaged eucalypt,
held safe by millions of years of
evolution?
Each and every leaf has spent its life
dancing with the wind, be it the gentle
kind that lulls us to rest on an easy
afternoon, or a rip-roaring tempest.
What a gem for us to be surrounded
by the grace of trees and the wind
in their leaves, and what a beautiful
and elegant and long-standing
relationship.
Where would we be without them?
Jennah is captured by the
unassuming presence of trees and
is currently training to facilitate
Forest Therapy.
If you have a favourite tree you’d
like to share, please email her
jennahmrose@outlook.com

Photos: NICOLE GANGEL

Five Steps to creating your slideshow
I use iPhoto to build my slideshows
and photoshop to edit the photos but
there are numerous software options
available, depending on your computer
and the level of complexity you are
prepared to go into. Smartshow3D
is an inexpensive Windows-based
alternative.
Step 1: Open your selected program
and upload your chosen images into
an album, add a graphic title to your
“front page” image, if desired, using
photo editing software.
Step 2: Select which order you want
the photos to play in and add your
desired animation or transition effect.
Step 3: If desired. select the music you
would like to play over the slideshow.
Step 4: Run the “create slideshow”
option in your chosen software.
I usually choose 720p.
Step 5: The Premiere — now that you
have your slideshow, you’ll be able
to email it to mates or have a “World
Premiere” at home for your family and
friends.
Popcorn and drinkies, the whole deal.
Steven Spielberg, eat your heart out.

??
See the difference, shop local

Not a sound.
Nothing.
If there was a breeze, I could not
hear it.
The trees, being stripped of their
foliage, no longer danced to make that
sound we always think is wind, but
which is, in fact, leaves murmuring
to each other in breeze-inspired têteà-tête.
I stood for quite some time and
cried in that soundlessness that held
so much.
It was moving to say the least,
and later that evening had me
reflecting not only the importance
of leaves in providing chlorophyll for
photosynthesising, but all the other
things they unintentionally do, one
of which is to partner with the wind.
So here I give you the Dance of
the Eucalypts, a collection of their
beautiful and elegant leaves in their
many forms and colours.
Each of these leaves has an individual
and collective story to tell; its growth
as part of the whole — which might
be the top of a 300-year-old colossus

Is your life affected by hearing loss?
It’s time to see our caring audiologist & find out how
you can enjoy hearing your best again!

CALL 9844 5863 NOW
Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic

Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte
www.ivoryhearing.com.au
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Swimming, athletics and Warrandyte High School
By JOE CARUANA,
RECENTLY, STUDENTS at Warrandyte
High School (WHS) experienced
the excitement of both the WHS
Swimming Carnival and the WHS
Athletics Festival.
Year 12 students come in fancy
dress to both of these events and this
year they did not disappoint with the
plethora of colourful and imaginative
costumes.

It was wonderful to see the whole

school community, from Year 7 through
to Year 12, come together and enjoy
the fun and healthy competition which
made both our swimming and athletics
carnival memorable and enjoyable.
What fun seeing the teachers also
dressing up for these vibrant sporting
occasions!
Swimming and athletic opportunities
are an important feature in the
Warrandyte High School calendar
each year.

Exploring living things through inquiry at ACPS
BY AMANDA CALLAWAY
GRADE 1 AND 2 students at Anderson’s
Creek Primary School (ACPS), have
been learning about Living Things
this term.
The unit began with a provocation
table, which included objects designed
to provoke questions about a specific
theme.
“Provocation tables are a great way
to spark the students’ interest on a
particular topic,” said Grade 2 teacher,
Ms Karen Sharland.
“The children were left with many
wonderings which we have explored
throughout the term.”
To engage students further, an
incursion with Marvellous Minibeasts
was arranged.
Ms Jessica O’Sullivan, Grade 1

teacher and level coordinator said the
incursion was a hands-on experience
for the students.
“They were able to observe the
butterfly enclosure, hold some of the
mini beasts, and look more closely at
some of the insects with magnifying
glasses.”
The students were also asked what
they enjoyed most about the incursion:
“I liked when I got to hold a butterfly
on a stick,” said Zac.
“I liked looking at the stick insects
— I could see eggs under them,” said
Ashton.
“I learnt that, with the praying mantis,
it is only the boys that can fly,” added
Joey.
One of the key goals in this Inquiry
u n i t wa s t o a ss i st stu d e nt s t o
understand how living things grow

and change throughout their life cycle.
Students enjoyed the opportunity to
watch and learn about the early stages
of a chicken’s life cycle, from a fertilised
egg to a hatchling.
Grade 2 teacher, Mr Russell Smith
said: “The children kept a diary of
their observations over the two-week
period”.
“Using some of their five senses,
they recorded what they could see,
smell, hear and feel, and added
labelled diagrams to demonstrate
their understanding.”
The students enjoyed sharing what
they had learnt from observing the
baby chicks.
Emily said: “Only seven out of the 10
eggs hatched.”
Violet told us: “We learnt that baby
chicks have an egg tooth — they use it

to help them get out of the egg.”
Abby told us about how they work out
the gender of the new chick.
“If the chick’s feathers were dark
yellow, they were females and if they
were boys, their feathers were light
yellow,” she said.
The focus on the Inquiry topic was
integrated into other areas of the
curriculum.
Grade 2 teacher, Ms Sarah Bailey
explained.
“During Literacy, the students
worked on an information report.
“The children learnt about facts and
opinions before starting their own
research project.
The students then researched a mini
beast of their choice and searched for
facts about its appearance, diet and
habitat.”

The children also had fun measuring
mini beasts in Maths and going on
a mini beast hunt in the school
playground with their Grade 5 buddies.
The Inquiry unit continued at home
throughout the lockdown period.
“The children planted a seed at
school and then during remote
learning, they explored plants in
their own gardens at home,” said Ms
O’Sullivan.
“Students completed labelled
diagrams explaining the characteristics
of a plant and sent in photos of different
plants they found in their backyards.”
Overall, the Inquir y unit was
enjoyable and very engaging.
The students will now look forward
to a chemical science unit in Term 3,
called All Mixed Up.
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A wedding Prep-osal full of class
By CHRIS TURNER
WHAT STARTED out as a normal
day for Liz Fragiacomo — or as she is
affectionately known by her adoring
Prep class at Warranwood Primary
School “Mrs Como” — turned out to be
anything but, with a surprise wedding
proposal that will never be forgotten.
There are so many different ways to
propose to that special person in your
life and for Mrs Como’s long-time
partner and aspiring teacher Anthony
Pisano, it just felt absolutely right
to do it in front of his fiancee’s Prep
class, knowing how special the lasting
memory would be.
It all started after the lunch break
when an unassuming Liz was called
to the Principal Shane Harrop’s office,
who was instructed to distract the
soon-to-be-betrothed Mrs Como for
as long as possible.

Unbeknownst to her at the time, the
whole Prep class and close teaching
friends, Courtney, Danielle, Paul, Tash
and Jacinta were setting the class up in
preparation for that magical moment
that was about to occur.
The excitement in the room was
palpable as a fully suited Anthony
arrived, ready to propose to the woman
of his dreams.
Video cameras aplenty were on
standby as Mrs Como made her way
up to the classroom.
Love hearts were littered all over the
floor with little Prep students holding
up signs with a simple but life-changing
message — Will you marry me?
If time could have been frozen at
the exact moment Liz knew what was
about to happen, you would have
seen nothing but pure pride, joy and
emotion.

As the love of her life bent down
on one knee, what was witnessed by
those in the classroom became the
finest fairy-tale the school could ever
read about.
The only thing just as stunning was
the beautiful engagement ring that
Liz now proudly wears as a reminder
of the commitment she and Anthony
have made to each other.
It is also fair to say that Mrs Como’s
Prep class had the time of their lives
witnessing the proposal, with excited
students spreading the word to their
loved ones at home that night and
beyond.
The staff and students of Warranwood
PS look forward to the next chapter in
this fairy-tale love story and to seeing
the husband-and-wife-to-be write
their happily ever after.

2022 Senior School

Scholarships
When your child’s wellbeing
is paramount.
When subject breadth and choice in
VCE make the difference.
When each timetable is tailored to
every student.

Then they feel they matter.

APPLY NOW

billanook.vic.edu.au
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Work4Victoria Crews lend a hand
By ROBYN GILLESPIE,
PRESIDENT, ANDERSONS
CREEK LANDCARE

land, water and biodiversity
management in Victoria.
The y aske d Anders ons Cre ek
Landcare if we’d be interested in help
with a Work4 Victoria crew.
The scheme was devised to help
people out of work due to COVID 19.
The Work4Vic scheme matched
people who needed work with jobs
that needed doing and additionally,
it upskilled workers in preparation for
new opportunities.
The ‘Work4 Vic’ teams have been
invaluable in supporting us over
several visits.
They have enabled our Landcare
group to accomplish many outstanding
tasks which have been on our ‘to do list’.

WHEN COVID-19 lockdown
restrictions were announced last
year Andersons Creek Landcare had
to cancel all volunteer work on its
revegetation site along Andersons
Creek.
The small band of local volunteers
was very disappointed.
However, to our great surprise, help
was at hand.
We were contacted by the Port
Phillip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority one of the
ten regional Catchment Management
Authorities coordinating improved

Ordinarily we rely completely on
volunteers.
During COVID 19 restrictions we fell
behind in our works program.
With the assistance of the two teams
that were provided we are now much to
our delight, ahead of schedule.
There is always more that we’d like
to do but resources are always limited.
The team members proved to be
genuinely enthusiastic about the work,
doing a wonderful job as a result.
They were very professional in their
approach.
One of the most refreshing things was
their willingness to learn.
It has been a pleasure to have them
on board.

What has impressed me has been the
workers individual development over
the short time we were together.
From our point of view this helping
hand has been successful in assisting
us in reaching our goals.
Working with us has also been a
contribution to training up a skilled
workforce to work in bushland
management.

In our experience the scheme has
been most successful in meeting its
aims.
Andersons Creek Landcare extends
its thanks to the Government of Victoria
for a program that provided so much
to our group and to the individuals
involved.
We wish each of the participants all
the best in their future endeavours.

Renewable energy: More than just jobs
green edge
By CHARLOTTE STERRETT
WarrandyteCAN

EVERY TIME WE switch on a light, make
a cup of tea, or turn on the television, we
use energy.
Over the last 250 years, since the
industrial revolution, our thirst for fossil
fuel-based energy has driven the global
economy.
So much so, that a world without

energy cannot function economically —
humans have become addicted.
The good news is we already have the
technologies to give up fossil fuels, and
power a renewable energy revolution
through sources such as solar, wind,
geothermal, biomass, and hydro.
Australia is already amid a clean
energy transformation.
In 2019, 21 per cent of total electricity
generation was from renewable energy
and is rapidly expanding, particularly
solar generation.
An increase to 50 per cent renewable
electricity by 2030 will lead to 28,000
new jobs in the construction, operations,
and maintenance of renewable energy
installations, as well as related industries.
The positive economic impacts in job
creation are due to longer and more
diverse supply chains, higher labour
intensity, and increased profit margins.
Jobs in renewable energy are not only
those directly created by the installation
and maintenance of these projects.

Living
& Learning
Nillumbik

– where people share,
learn and connect
Enrolments are open now for
CHC30113 Certificate III in Early
Childhood Education and Care,
CHC33015 Cert III in Individual
Support (Ageing, Home and
Community) and CHC50113
Diploma of Early Childhood
Education and Care.
These courses will be via an
online blended delivery model.
Early childhood centres and
educators, we are now delivering
CHC50113 Diploma of Early
Childhood Education and Care via
traineeship. Incentives and wage
subsidies may apply for eligible
employees.
We have a range of workshops,
courses and MakerSpaces
available at our Neighbourhood
House sites. Please refer to our
website, Facebook and Instagram
for updates and to view classes
on offer.
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au
info.livinglearning@
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Jobs are created along the entire
value chain from manufacturing
and distribution of equipment; the
production of inputs such as chemicals;
or even in the agricultural sector where
people can benefit from job increases
in the harvesting of feedstock and other
biomass.
Renewable energy is about more
than reducing carbon emissions and
creating jobs.
It also leads to many other economic,
social, and environmental benefits
from local economic value creation
and contributing to gross domestic
product (GDP), to building new skills
and supporting broader measures of
human wellbeing, as well as reducing
pressure on natural resources.
Economically, doubling the share of
renewables in the global energy mix by
2030 would increase global GDP by up to
1.1 per cent or $1.3 trillion (US).
New markets in fuel imports/exports
will also be created as trade in renewable
energy equipment and other investment

Journey’s End
exhibition

The artworks on display
reflect the experiences of
refugee artists upon arrival
in a new land, as well as
the perspectives of the
Australians who helped them.
Eltham Library Community Gallery
2 July-1 August. Entry free.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ELCG

Intergenerational
Digital Storytelling
program

Council has partnered with
Humankind Enterprises to run
a six-week program to increase
social connection between
young and older residents.
The program employs young job seekers
to connect with older community
members, capturing and recording their
stories and experiences.
If you are an older member of the
community and would like to participate,
please contact the Social Connection
Officer at 9433 3111 or email
social.connection@nillumbik.vic.gov.au

goods and services increases, and
deployment is scaled up.
Socially, renewable energy improves
human wellbeing and overall welfare
well beyond GDP.

Nillumbik Community
Fund – now open
Do you have an idea for
a community initiative in
Nillumbik but need some
financial help?

Council grants for a variety of projects
are now open until 1 August:
• Community Support
(Community, Indigenous and Youth)
• Arts and Cultural Development
Community Event and Placemaking
• Quick Response.
To find out more visit nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
nillumbik-community-fund

Young Minds: Your
Voice, Our Future

Young people aged 12-25 are
invited to provide feedback
on issues that are important
to them, to help shape
Council’s Youth Strategy and
Action Plan.
Complete the survey at Participate
Nillumbik or contact the
Youth Development team at
youth@nillumibik.vic.gov.au.
Survey closes Sunday 18 July.
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
young-minds

Positive social impacts include
public health savings due to significant
reductions in premature deaths and
respiratory illnesses.
Environmentally, apart from
drastically reduced emissions from
renewable energy, local air pollution
is significantly reduced, and land and
water use impacts can be significantly
reduced through distribution of
technologies.
So next time you have a cup of tea,
pause to think about how renewables are
helping you beyond the jobs they create
and the emissions they prevent.
Thank you to the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), the Clean Energy
Council and IRENA for source material
for this article.
Charlotte Sterrett is a member of
local climate change action group
WarrandyteCAN.
To find out more, find them on
Facebook www.facebook.com/
warrandytecan

The Hurstbridge
Community Hub

A collaborative space for a
range of different services
and facilities

• Multifunctional rooms for hire
• A community lounge
• Community programs
• Maternal & Child Health
• Long day care
• Yarra Plenty Regional Library
• Allied Health services.
The Hub boasts many unique and
flexible spaces perfect for your next
meeting, event or social gathering.
For more information and to hire
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
hurstbridge-community-hub

Participate Nillumbik
Have your say

Council would like to hear from our
community on a range of different
projects including:
• Young Minds: Your Voice, Our Future
• Andrew Pocket Park, Eltham
• Eltham Urban Congestion Fund
• Eltham Skate Park.
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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Warrandyte trail explorer
WARRANDYTE MOUNTAIN
Bike Club (MTB3113) members
JOZICA KU T IN, NATALIE
PAPEZ and KARINA VITIRITTI
have collected feedback from
the Warrandyte MTB3113
community and have compiled
a series of trail rides in and
around the Warrandyte area.
This is the fifth ride in the
series.
These trails, printed in the
Warrandyte Diary, will eventually
be turned into a book of local
mountain biking trails.

Sugarloaf Reservoir —
Pink Route 33.4km
Total distance: 33.4km
Elevation gain: 791m
Maximum elevation: 225m
Surfaces: Single tracks, sealed paths,
sealed roads, unsealed roads.
Rating: Hard: This route has a bit of
road riding and some hills.
Facilities: At the trailhead you’ll
find cafes, restaurants, pub, bakeries,
toilets, BBQs and playgrounds.
Enroute you’ll find toilets, picnic
facilities, BBQs, and the café at Watsons
Creek.
This ride takes you through North
Warrandyte (yes, we’re crossing the
bridge), the Maroondah Aqueduct
Trail in Kangaroo Ground, and the
Sugarloaf Reservoir in Christmas Hills,
then back home via Watsons Creek.
The start of the ride is at the Whipstick
Gully Gospel Chapel car park (the
MTB3113 Trailhead).
10km: Map Point 1
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel

Carpark – MTB3113 Trailhead
Set off northeast through the carpark
down the concrete path that runs
behind the Gospel Chapel building to
the riverside path.
Watch out for children, dogs, runners,
tourists and every person you know in
Warrandyte.
Our mapping ride just happened to
be on the weekend the river flooded
— so it was busy — people, water and
mud everywhere.
At about 600m you’ll pass under the
Warrandyte Bridge.
600m: Map Point 2
Warrandyte Bridge — North
Warrandyte
Ride up the driveway to the main
road but stick to the footpath and cross
the bridge at the zebra crossing.
Ride along the very wide footpath on
the downstream side of the bridge to
the traffic lights.
Cross at the lights, pass under
Deborah Halpern’s mosaic sculpture
Queen of the Shire and ride the footpath
up Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte
Road until the service lane (you’ll see
a sign for house numbers 17–27).
At about 1.2km take this service road
and at the fork veer right (no# 31).
Now follow the postie track or take
the sealed footpath to Aton Street.
1.9km: Map Point 3
Aton Street
Cross the busy Kangaroo GroundWarrandyte Road to Osborne Road.
Don’t get too excited zooming down
Osborne Road as you have to turn at the
first left down Hamilton Road.
Follow the sealed Hamilton Road
down and around, and a sharp hairpin
right onto Koornong Crescent, entering
the Warrandyte State Park.
2.7km: Map Point 4
Koornong Crescent — Warrandyte
State Park
At the fork veer right (dirt road) and

head through the park access gate —
which, when we went through, was
actually open!
If you miss this turnoff, you’ll end
up riding uphill the rest of Koornong
Crescent.
This dirt road leads to a carpark, ride
across the carpark to another gate at
about 2.8km.
After a short downhill at 3.6km, you’ll
see a single track going down into the
bushes to your right.
At this point, if you look across the
river, that’s Blue Tongue Bend on the
opposite side (see the Purple — Winter
Solstice Route).
This is the Pigeon Bank Track — but
there’s only a sign at the other end.
3.9km: Map Point 5
Pigeon Bank — Menzies Road
I hope you’re ready for it — time
for climbing Menzies Road — there’s
single track to be found on some
sections of Menzies Road or you can
ride the bitumen.
At the top of one of those hills (at
about 5.1km) outside house 230, look
east and you’ll see the galvanised
iron shed at Stane Brae (again see the
Winter Solstice Ride).
Passing the infamous Bourchiers
Road, you’ll eventually get to the end
of Menzies Road — you’ve reached its
highest point and you’ll be at Henley
Road.
7.6km: Map Point 6
Henley Road — Maroondah
Aqueduct Trail
Turn left onto Henley Road but keep
an eye out for the horse crossing sign,
then at 7.9km, on your right you’ll see a
gate and the entrance to the Aqueduct
Trail.
The aqueduct was built in the late
1800s and opened in 1891.
Squiggle your way down and follow
the trail — there’s an actual aqueduct
on your right, cross the carpark at
Nicholas Lane — you’ll see the red-

brick bridge on your right.
Continue along, noting the Pinus
radiata and the Lactarius deliciousus
growing underneath — if the weather
and season is right.
Continue to the end of the trail where
you’ll find a gate.
Head around the gate and left onto
Calwell Road.
10.9km: Map Point 7
Calwell Road
Follow the gravel Calwell Road
veering right (don’t be tempted to go
left at Westering Road) because you
are going up that hill.
Yeah, straight up.
Keep an eye out on your right for a
gate (Melbourne Water).
11.9km: Map Point 8
Melbourne Water Restricted Area
At the top of that climb, you’ll be glad
to see the gate on your right (as there’s
another hill ahead).
Take the single track to the left of the
gate through a pine forest which opens
up to a fire trail.
Again, if you have your mushrooming
knife handy, you might be in luck.
12.9km: Map Point 9
Kinglake Conservation Nature
Reserve
You’ll come to another Melbourne
Water gate so take the single track to
the left of this gate passing the sign
(KCNR).
Wiggle your way through the gate and
follow some single track, then a nice
flat open area, then, more climbing
reaching the peak at about 14.1km.
There one more steep climb and as
you ride down, you’ll see a gate ahead,
go right to the single track which takes
you to the entrance of the treatment
plant.
14.8km: Map Point 10
Winneke Water Treatment Plant
Follow the bitumen road along to
the dam wall cross the road (Simpson
Road) and ride the footpath along the
dam wall.
Great time to take a photo — just
like we did.
Sugarloaf Reservoir was completed in
1981 and can hold 96 gigalitres.
The water must be sweet.
You can take all manner of routes
around the reservoir but we’re keeping
it simple.
Continue along the dam wall, drop
onto the road then past a carpark
(Sugarloaf Western Lookout and
Carpark) with an information board.
Ride along Simpson Road to the
next picnic ground — turn off is on
your right.
17.3km: Map Point 11
Ridge Picnic Area Road
Here you’ll find toilets, BBQs, covered
picnic tables and parking.
The road loops around back onto
Simpson Road.
Turn right and ride through the
reservoir entrance gates.
On your left is Ridge Road (18km,
unsealed) and you’ll see a single track
to the right at the start of the road and
a concrete power pole.
At about 18.6km you’ve hit the highest
elevation of the ride: 225 metres.
Walk around the serious heavy steel
gate, and ride around the second
one — then you have some really nice
single track ahead of you — the Famous
segment — which follows Ridge Road.
Even after all the flooding rains,
Famous is bathed in afternoon sun so
its dry and flowy with some log drop
offs thrown in.
A sweet little single track from
Sugarloaf, one of the highlights of this
route.
21.6km: Map Point 12
Eltham-Yarra Glen Road
Two guesses where this road goes but
the single track throws you out here
and 200m left is the Watsons Creek
Antiques and Café.
Ride along the shoulder and cross
to the café — a bit of a dangerous
crossing here.
The café is now The Dark Horse Café
Wine and Produce — but that’s us, your
MTB dark horses.
No antiques anywhere… but some

lovely artwork to be found at Gallery
Six7Five.
Usual fare and facilities at the café,
coffee almost compulsory at this stage.
After coffee, cross back over ElthamYarra Glen Road, and head west briefly.
At Bills Track head up the gravel path
that runs parallel to Eltham-Yarra Glen
Road — keeping you safe from the
speeding traffic.
The single track takes you to Nicholas
Lane.
22.9km: Map Point 13
Nicholas Lane
Turn left up Nicholas Lane — its
bitumen, lock out your suspension for
a steady 1km of climbing.
24.9km: Map Point 14
Nicholas Lane Bridge
Remember the red-brick bridge?
Well you’re back here at the
intersection with the Aqueduct Trail.
But this time we’re crossing the
bridge — through the gates on either
side — and then climb all the way up
to Henley Road.
25.4km: Map Point 15
Henley Road
Turn right onto Henley Road and
continue along to the top of Menzies
Road at 25.9km.
Turn left onto Menzies Road and now
you are retracing your tracks back to
Warrandyte.
25.9km: Map Point 6 (return)
Menzies Road
There’s single track along sections
of Menzies Road but nah, tuck in and
zoom down, down, down, with a few
little ups to Pigeon Bank single track.
That went fast.
29.5km: Map Point 5 (return)
Pigeon Bank
Single track from here to the fire road,
continue left through the little carpark
and out the park gate.
30.7km: Map Point 4 (return)
Koornong Crescent Park Gate
Get ready to climb back up this road.
Climb back up until you reach KG
Road, and cross to the postie track,
once again.
31.5km: Map Point 3 (return)
Aton Street
After you cross KG Rd, take the
single postie track (left) and sealed
footpath and head all the way down
to Warrandyte Bridge — shooting
through the service lane on your way.
32.6km: Map Point 2 (return)
Cross at the traffic lights and stop
on the bridge for another photo
opportunity.
Then, it’s down into the carpark and
along the river, past the historical
society, and back to the trailhead.
33.4km: Map Point 1 (return)
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel
Carpark — MTB3113 Trailhead
Time for something sweet, or
something savoury — but something
nonetheless to fill your reservoirs.
Next month: Gravel Grinding North
Warrandyte and Eltham.
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Warrandyte Basketball back on court
By BRIONY WYLDE
ON THURSDAY, May 27, basketball
and everything else in our state came
to a grinding halt once again as it was
announced by the State Government
that Victoria was heading into a sevenday circuit breaker lockdown, in a bid
to curb the numbers rising in the latest
coronavirus outbreak.
However, Lockdown 4.0 turned out
to be much longer than seven days,
forcing Basketball Victoria to cancel
four weeks of competition.
June 25 saw the return to competition
in Victoria, under COVID conditions.
Warrandyte Basketball welcomed
games back into the stadiums over
the weekend for their 18 teams — 16
in VJBL (Victorian Junior Basketball
League) and two in Big V — making
teams, and our local community, very
happy to be back on court playing the
sport they love yet again.
Warrandyte Basketball would like
to thank the entire membership for
their patience during these trying
times and applaud members’ efforts
to abide by the rules of the Orange
50 Reactivation level, which allowed
games to go ahead.

Unfortunately, the Warrandyte
Basketball school holiday plans
needed to be heavily modified due to
the tight timeframe, but members can
look forward to development programs
that will be on offer in Term 3.
Warrandyte in the Big V
In the state level competition,
Warrandyte represents in the Youth
L e a g u e O n e Me n a n d Wo m e n
competitions.
Big V has announced the home
and away season will be extended
by three weeks to accommodate
the rescheduling of matches missed
during suspension of competition in
Rounds 11–13.
As of Round 14, on the weekend
of June 26–27, Warrandyte’s Youth
League Women team are currently top
of the ladder.
Youth League One Men
Warrandyte 61
Camberwell 80
Youth League One Women
Eltham 80
Warrandyte 58

Warrandyte runner hopes for green and gold
By KEIRAN PETRIK_BRUCE
WITH TOKYO 2020 finally going
ahead, many athletes are celebrating
that their hard work over the last
five years will finally culminate in an
Olympic berth.
The delay caused uncertainly for
many, but it also gave new opportunity
for younger athletes who might not
have been in with a chance in 2020.
Abbey Caldwell, competing in three
events in Queensland during June, has
produced a string of impressive times
in the 1500m to keep her Olympic
dream alive.
Abbey had entered the athletics

season at the start of the year with a
1500m PB of 4:19:55.
Abbey, who won a silver medal in
April in the 1500m Open Division at
the National Championships with a
time of 4:08:67, has been making a
strong case for selection, and with
Olympic selection around the corner,
she was looking to produce another
Personal Best.
Travelling to Sydney to train for
two weeks as Melbourne entered
lockdown, then again to the Gold Coast
for competition, in Race 1 Abbey run
an impressive time of 4:09.
Race 2 she ran 4:11 in humid and
windy conditions at the scenic

Townsville track.
In Race 3, Abbey recorded a time of
4:07:69, the second fastest time ever
for a female teenager in Australia over
1500m.
These results places Abbey as one
of the best in the country, in this
distance, and Abbey believes she has
given herself every chance to clinch the
final spot in the 1500m and represent
Australia in Tokyo.
Olympic selection will be announced
early July, fingers crossed for Abbey,
who celebrates her 20th birthday
July 3rd, has green and gold birthday
celebrations.

Redevelopment of
Deep Creek Reserve

Photos Andrew Caldwell

By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
THE STATE GOVERNMENT
has announced a $480,000
redevelopment of Deep Creek
Reserve.
The redevelopment, will allow
upgrades to the Baseball
Pavilion at Deep Creek
Reserve, allowing for better
facilities for players and social
events, new female friendly
facilities, and updated social
rooms, kitchen, equipment
storage, change rooms, and

public amenities.
The announcement comes
as part of the Andrews Labor
Government’s Local Sports
Infrastructure Fund, designed
to target projects that are
“shovel ready ” according
to Sonja Terpstra MP, State
Labor Member for the Eastern
Metropolitan Region.
“This is a great development for
local residents and in particular
the Doncaster Dragons Baseball
Club,” she said.
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Bloods back on top
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
FOOT Y IS BACK following a
suspension of play for Rounds 8 and
9 due to lockdown.
Following a BYE in Round 10, the
Diary were on the sideline for Round
11 on the weekend of June 25–26.

SENIORS
The Seniors had to wait just over a
month to run back out on the park.
In that time, Ferntree Gully had
jumped to top of the ladder with only
one loss for the year, setting up a
top-of-the-table epic for Round 11 as
Warrandyte played host to Ferntree
Gully.
Right from the start, both teams
showed intent and a hunger for the
contest, with a fast paced and highpressure opening term.
Only accurate kicking spilt the two
teams into the first change as the
Bloods kicked seven straight to open
up a commanding 21-point lead,
setting the tone for the rest of the game.
What followed was tough, fast paced,
and uncompromising football from
both sides; yet it was Warrandyte who
were able to continue to pull away in
the second term, largely due to the
clearance work, clean possession, and
high tackle pressure in the midfield,
with Leo Garrick setting the barometer
around the contest.
Garrick’s ability to win the contested
ball, apply phenomenal tackle pressure
and find a teammate on the outside
allowed the forward line first look,
with skipper Michael Cullum and
Key Forward Ryan Phillips looking
dangerous every time the ball went
into the forward line.
However, Ferntree Gully were top
for a reason, and the third term saw
them even the contest around the ball,
giving their forwards an opportunity to

wrestle back momentum.
Enter Josh Beasley, Kyle Thompson,
and the rest of the defensive unit who
repelled attack after attack with strong
intercept marking and the ability to
force Gully wide entering the forward
half.
Whenever Gully were able to find
a way through, the Bloods had the
answer, which continued into the final
term as Joshua Meyes kicked three last
quarter goals, to help hand the bloods
a 46-point win.
Garrick took out Best on Ground,
but this performance was one that
highlighted the quality of this team,
with strong performances all over
the park.
Now sitting top with a game in hand,
this win puts Warrandyte in a really
strong position to attack the second
half of the year.
Round 11
Warrandyte 18.7.115
def
Ferntree Gully 10.9.69
Goal Kickers: M. Cullum 4,
J. Meyers 3, R. Phillips 3, Q. Clark 2,
L. Dunn 2, N. Brooking 2, J. Appleby,
A. Dib
Best Players: L. Garrick, J. Meyers,
M. Cullum, J. Beasley, K. Thompson,
O. Hodgson
Reserves
Like the Seniors, coming off over a
month since their last game and facing
second-on-the-ladder Ferntree Gully,
who were in good form, this was always
going to be a tough game.
The first half was a tight and low
scoring contest as both sides defensive
set ups won out.
Unfortunately for the Bloods, Gully
were able to wrestle control of the
game, with goals either side of the final
term effectively ending the contest.
The Bloods, despite a solid intent,

were unable to get first hands on the
footy, or spread from the contest as
Gully showed cleaner hands and
ultimately kicked away to run out
45-point winners.
While a disappointing result, the
Bloods are still in 4th with a game in
hand and will look to learn from this
and then reset for next week.
Round 11
Warrandyte 4.5.29
def by
Ferntree Gully 11.11.77
Goal Kickers: G. Hitchman 2, J. Deer,
M. Wilson
Best Players: L. Shelton,
S. Philip-Owen, L. Durran,
C. Johnstone, T. Parker, M. Wilson

U19s
The U19s started the first half strong,
largely due to the great link up and
rebounding of the defence, allowing
the Bloods to push out to an 18-point
lead by halftime.
Sadly, after halftime the U19s were
out played and despite the defence
holding firm, Gully ran out 8-point
winners.
A disappointing result but plenty of
positives, Ben Vermeulen-Brown and
Ben Munks had the ball on a string
all game, while Sam Martini and Joel
Tetlow provided plenty of spark all day.
The result leaves the U19s in 6th with
a 3–4 record.
Round 11
Warrandyte 6.5.41
def by
Ferntree Gully 7.7.49
Goal Kickers: D. O’Toole 3,
B. Tremayne, A. Humphris, C. Martin
Best Players: B. Vermeulen-Brown,
B. Munks, O. Bell, S. Martini,
J. Tetlow, A. Humphris

Going for Gold in Tokyo
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
WARRANDYTE’S OWN will be going
to Tokyo 2020.
In December 2020, Rachael Lynch,
Federation of International Hockey
2019 goalkeeper of the year, was
dropped from the 2021 squad by then
coach Paul Guadoin,
But in a wonderful turn of events,
it has been confirmed that the nowPerth-based nurse will represent
Australia in Tokyo, in her second
Olympic Games.
Lynch’s international debut with
the Hockeyroos was in 2006 and
since then has chalked up numerous
international fixtures, including three
Commonwealth Games.
Since the decision to drop her in
late 2020, major change has occurred
throughout the Hockeyroos setup including the appointment of a
new coach, two-time Gold medal
Hockeyroo, Katrina Powell.
Over the past 12 months, Lynch,
a registered nurse, has been
simultaneously working on the front
line of the pandemic, conducting
COVID-19 tests for a mining company
in Perth, while tirelessly training to
fight for her place on the 16-player
squad.
Lynch told the Diary that this time
playing for the Green and Gold felt,
“way bigger”, adding that since the

brunt of the pandemic the players
have a “new-found gratitude for
international travel, for competition,
and for being outside without a mask.”
While initially focused on her
performance and what she needed to
do to break back into the squad, Lynch,
as an experienced player, focuses as
much of her time helping the rest of
the girls in the squad, especially the
newer players, saying “I know that it
(also) helps me and my training.”
Adding that she has been to an
Olympics already and that it helps to
impart that knowledge and to “shed
some light on some of the things that
make the girls nervous”.
The Hockeyroos will be chasing
medal placing at Tokyo, currently they
are ranked 4th in the world, yet Lynch
feels that all the teams are on a “level
playing field.”
With ver y few international
competitions, most of the nations
have not been able to scout other
teams, something that, according
to Lynch, allows teams to “have the
opportunity to go away and work on
things essentially in private.”
Most of the scouting and information
on other teams — their strategy, and
their set-up — will all be done during
the Games; Powell and the coaching
team will have their work cut out for
them, having to apply game plans they

have trained, while accommodating
for what other teams are doing.
Lynch believes that the most
important thing will be to “keep calm”
in those high-pressure situations,
adding that medal placings “will come
down to who can adapt quickly.”
Lynch’s return to the squad is a boost,
not just for her work in goal, but for
her knowledge and calm demeanour,
“that’s what I bring to the group.
“That will give the girls a lot more
confidence.”
Tokyo 2020 will be vastly different to
any of the modern Olympics, with no
friends, family, or fans in the stadiums,
and with players isolating away from
most of the other athletes.
Lynch believes that there will be
less distractions, although socialising
in the village, while distracting “is an
enjoyable part of the experience”.
An experience athletes will miss
out on, but one that will not be too
isolating, as most of the time players
are with the rest of the squad or in
the hotels.
One of the reasons the athletes
socialising is important is it allows for
time to “switch off when you need to”
Lynch said, you need to “have a bit of
fun within the confines of what you
can do.”
While the lack of family and friends
present may be challenging mentally,

a lack of a crowd may provide an
advantage to the athletes.
On field players rely on hearing
communications from coaches and
other players which, without needing
to shout over thousands, is something
Lynch said they “don’t have to worry
about too much.”
While the hopes of the nation can
weigh heavy and add pressure, Lynch
said that “knowing that there is a
couple of million people watching on
TV, that goes out of your head soon as
you start the game.”
So without the screaming fans there
is less to distract you as “when you have

a packed house that adds pressure, that
can de-rail you.”
Reflecting on the fact that there had
been a few moments she thought
Tokyo 2020 would not go ahead, along
with her axing and reinstatement to the
squad, Lynch said that representing
Australia at Tokyo will feel special.
“For me personally, given what I have
been through, this feels special to do it,
and to do so on a world stage will be
even better.”
The Hockeyroos campaign for Gold
begins with a match against Spain
on Sunday, July 25, at 10am Japan
Standard time (JST) (11am AEST).
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