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Heroes wear orange
An unprecedented storm event has ravaged the southeast of Victoria causing massive damage to properties and downing
powerlines — leaving many without power for days. Our volunteer emergency service personnel went — and continue to go —
above and beyond to help restore some order to the chaos of the aftermath of last week’s storm. The Bulletin team thanks our
emergency service volunteers for their efforts. See Page 3 for our feature on the works of Manningham SES following the storm.
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ABOUT THE BULLETIN
The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter.
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one
aim: to serve its community. It guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial
status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias
towards the people, environment and character of the place it serves.
The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the communities of
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Research, Eltham,
Donvale, Doncaster and Templestowe.

This project received grant funding from the Australian Government,
through the Australian Communications and Media Authority, under
the Regional and Small Publishers Innovation Fund.
Warrandyte Diary is a member publication
of Community Newspaper Association of
Victoria (CNAV). CNAV is the peak body
for community, not-for-profit newspapers
in Victoria.

OUR ROOTS
Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River,
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around
1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition.
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to
play within our community.
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ADVERTISING
The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin are made by the community, for
the community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals,
community groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make
Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production
costs and associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in
the main publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.
Full Page:
184 x 260mm $550 inc GST
Half Page:
184 x 130mm $357 inc GST
Quarter Page:
92 x 130mm vertical or
184 x 65mm horizontal
$198 inc GST
Business Card Sized:
85 x 65mm $60 inc GST
Preferred positions loading:
Prices on application

DISCLAIMER
Readers are advised that the Warrandyte
Diary and the WD Bulletin accept no
responsibility for financial, health or other
claims published in advertising in this
newspaper.
Responsibility for election and referendum
comment in this issue is accepted by
James Poyner and Sandi Miller.
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Wild weather sweeps Victoria
BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
JUNE SAW parts of Victoria being swept by wild weather —
causing damage to homes, bringing down trees and leaving
homes without power.
State Emergency Service (SES) teams, and other emergency
services, were inundated with calls for assistance, with over
9,000 calls placed to SES teams across the state.
Manningham SES Deputy Controller of Operations, Gary
Birkett, told the Bulletin the Manningham SES unit received
approximately 140 requests for assistance, with “local
SES crews working around the clock in the community
to remove trees off roads, cars, garages, houses and those
blocking driveway access”.
“Crews also provided assistance to residents experiencing
localised flooding to their properties,” he said.
Additionally, Manningham SES volunteers performed two
rescues in Wonga Park during the extreme weather event.
The first was a couple who became stuck attempting to cross
a flooded Paynes Road in their car.
The second rescue in Wonga Park saw a kayaker needing
assistance after being caught while the Yarra was in flood
near Mount Lofty Park.
During this event, Manningham SES boat crews were also
deployed to Upper Yarra to assist in the evacuation of 31
residents from a local caravan park isolated by rising flood
water.
“VICSES continues to remind residents to take care during
these events and avoid entering flood water or attempting
to cross it in their vehicles,” said Mr Birkett.
Manningham SES Unit Controller, Vincent Ciardulli spoke
to the Bulletin about the local response to the storms.
“We were lucky in Warrandyte we didn’t lose any homes, but
there were some significant trees that had fallen — it didn’t
cause the level of damage we saw up in the mountains, but
a few homes did sustain quite a bit of damage.
“There was a lot of nerves in the community,” he said.
After such significant events it is imperative to be cautious
and inspect your surrounding trees for any abnormalities.
“We see through this period now with such a big event,
that the grounds could begin to destabilise, so we could

Photo courtesy Garry Birkett

see random trees falling out of the ground.
“Be aware, check your trees to see if you have any concerns.
“If you see branches on your trees hanging up high, if you
can see trees that are leaning and you’re concerned about
them, just make sure you get someone to come and inspect
them,” said Mr Ciardulli.
The Victorian Government has announced Personal
Hardship Assistance Program (PHAP).
Emergency relief payments are available to help meet
immediate needs such as food, shelter, clothing and other
personal items.
The PHAP aims to assist those experiencing financial
hardship following fire and natural disaster related
emergencies — emergency relief may be available for up
to seven days following the emergency event.
In uncertain times such as these, our community members
and our volunteers are the heroes.
Mr Ciardulli stresses the need and importance of skilled
and enthusiastic volunteers in these unpredictable events.
“If you feel like you can contribute to support your
community in these types of events because you’ve got
some skills, and you feel inspired and would like to join the
SES — we would be happy to see more volunteers coming
through,” says Mr Ciardulli.

H2PRO ARE HIRING
we need
maintenance plumbers
(fully qualified for immediate start)

If this is you, please contact us
— employment@h2pro.com.au
Check out our FB to see what we are about.
24/7 EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR
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Active transport plan for Eltham
BY SANDI MILLER

• A new shared path to improve the Diamond Creek
Trail between Diamond Street and the railway
substation at Main Road.
• New raised pedestrian zebra crossings and raised
threshold treatments in streets including Cecil, Luck,
Pryor, York, as well as Panther Place.
• A new signalised pedestrian crossing on Main Road
between Luck and Pryor streets connecting to the bus
interchange and railway station.
• The permanent closure of St Laurence Lane to allow
for placemaking opportunities such as outdoor
dining.
• Traffic treatments along Bible Street to reduce ratrunning and speed, and increase pedestrian safety as
well as car parking changes.
• The reconstruction of the circular asphalt road
around Eltham Central Oval, and new sealed car
parking around the oval and near the childcare
centre.
Wingrove Ward Councillor Geoff Paine said investing
in sustainable transport was a key way to tackle traffic
congestion.
“We are trying to manage demand and make moving
around Eltham and the activity centre easier, particularly
for walkers and cyclists,” Cr Paine said.
“So we are encouraging people to get out of their cars,
walk more, use their bike and use the public transport
interchange.”

ELTHAM ACTIVITY Centre is set to become more
pedestrian friendly and connected, while reducing traffic
congestion in the area.
As part of the Eltham Urban Congestion Fund Project, Nillumbik
Council has developed a range of traffic and transport initiatives
that will promote more sustainable travel such as walking,
cycling and public transport while addressing key safety issues
in line with the Eltham Major Activity Centre Structure Plan.
The Eltham Activity Centre includes Main and Bible Street
between York and Cecil Streets and the area around the
railway station (see map).
The project is being funded with $5 million from the Federal
Government’s Urban Congestion Fund, which applies to
the corridor along Main Road Eltham.
The proposed traffic treatments are now available to
view and provide feedback on at Participate Nillumbik:
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/congestion-busting.
Mayor Peter Perkins thanked the Federal Government for
the $5 million in funding, which was significant for Eltham
and Nillumbik.
“This is an important project with wider implications for
residents and visitors from across the shire.
I encourage you to view the plans and tell us what you
think,” Cr Perkins said.
The traffic and transport proposals include:
• A permanent 40km/h speed zone in the Eltham
Activity Centre.

Arthur Street after Option 1
Artists impressions courtesy Nillumbik Council

New pedestrian crossing Main Road Eltham
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On the positive side, Ms Kilcullen said widening the path
along the rail line is a good idea as is the closing of Panther
Place and the upgrade of parking around the oval.
“The second signalised pedestrian crossing on Main Road
is a good idea, but as long as it is in sync with the existing
crossing, else it is just adding to more congestion.
“It just feels like they have had half a dozen people working
on this separately, then they have mashed them all together
without looking at the big picture, their interaction or the
impact overall,” she said.
The Our People, Our Place Our Future consultation and
feedback for the Climate Action Plan heard Council had
an important role to play in encouraging sustainable
transport.
A priority of the Eltham Major Activity Structure Plan
was also to investigate a program to improve pedestrian
movement and maintain traffic flow in the precinct.
Pop-up information sessions will also be held at the Eltham
Town Centre where an officer will be available to answer
questions.
Subject to current COVID-19 restrictions, these will be
held on:
Thursday, June 24, 11am–1pm
Monday, June 28, 8am–11am
Wednesday, July 7, 10am–12pm
Friday, July 16, 10am–12pm
Feedback closes on July 23, 2021.
Council will consider submissions at the September
14 Planning and Consultation Committee meeting
where those who provided feedback can make a verbal
submission.

Public sentiment is so far mixed, with the views expressed
on social media being reflected by resident Wendy Kilcullen
who spoke to WD Bulletin.
Like many, she uses the precinct in a variety of ways, as “a
walker, cyclist and car driver”.
She said she welcomed efforts to improve pedestrian
movement in Eltham centre, but felt the overall concept
seems to be a contradiction.
“On a high level, many of the treatments they are proposing
on or adjacent to Main Road are going to have an impact
on the flow and congestion of vehicles moving around and
through Eltham via Main Road.
“Then, they propose to put in controls along Bible Street
to prevent it being a ‘rat run’ — but in fact are making the
main option less attractive therefore attracting vehicles to
rat run.”
She said the removal of right hand turns into Main Road
from Arthur and Cecil Streets, will push vehicles on to the
Bible Street rat run or through high pedestrian areas of the
underground car park and Commercial Place to turn right
into Main Road from the already busy Luck Street.
Ms Kilcullen said she thought the proposed pedestrian
crossing at Arthur/ Main is very dangerous and not needed,
“People have a crossing less than 20m away, which is
currently highly effective”.
“All of the raised ped crossings are a bad idea,” she said.
She said they add little for the pedestrian and create a lot
of issues for vehicles.
“They have been installed around Mill Park and are no good,
safety in design reviewers do not like them and state that
they should not be part of design”.

Main Road and Arthur Street Eltham after Option 1

© Warrandyte Diary 2021
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River Peel relocated
BY SANDI MILLER

Yarra River to ensure it continues to be a gateway piece to
Manningham.
Porter Street east at the Fitzsimons Lane roundabout is
currently closed to all traffic except emergency services
and buses until July 19.
Mr Sorathia said MRPV is aiming to “reduce the overall
impact construction will have on drivers and residents by
working around the clock on Porter Street to get a huge
amount of work done in a five-week blitz”.
Work will continue around-the-clock along Porter Street
between the Fitzsimons Lane roundabout and Edwin Road
to relocate underground utility services and undertake
pavement construction and drainage works.
“We’ll work 24 hours a day and compress months of
disruptive works into a five-week window during a period
of reduced traffic volumes,” he said.
The Porter Street blitz work area extends 350 metres from
Fitzsimons Lane to Edwin Road and traffic controllers will
be in place to direct local traffic coming from Warrandyte
to Templestowe Reserve and Blue Cross aged care.
Hawtin Street and Edwin Road will also be closed at Porter
Street to allow service relocations to be completed in those
areas.
All access to Hawtin Street and all intersecting roads
including Mandella Street will be from Foote Street.
Access to Edwin Road will be via Read Street.
Delays of up to 20 minutes are expected along the detour
route, on Foote Street, Reynolds Road, Blackburn Road, and
Andersons Creek Road during the morning and afternoon
peak times.
Motorists are urged to plan ahead and allow extra time.
A map depicting the detours in place can be viewed on the
back page.

THE CONTROVERSIAL roadworks along Fitzsimons Lane
are proceeding apace, with construction heating up at the
Main Road intersection where dozens of additional trees
were removed on May 15 to make way for eight lanes of
traffic.
Devastated protesters lined the roadside in a last-ditch
effort to save the habitat from destruction.
One protestor who turned out with the Eltham Community
Action Group, Doug Seymour, said “18 months of agitation
has fallen on ears deafened by the Major Transport
Facilitation Act”.
“Our campaign to save the Gateway to Eltham is evidently
lost — nothing we have tried to do will stop this unnecessary
loss,” Mr Seymour said.
Fitzsimons Lane Project Director Dipal Sorathia defended
the project saying the Fitzsimons Lane upgrade will improve
congestion, making it easier and safer for the community
to travel through and around the area.
Major Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV) sent a statement to
the Bulletin, which said the Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade will
improve safety and efficiency for motorists and pedestrians
in Melbourne’s north by signalising dangerous and
congested intersections, and adding walking and cycling
connections to the local area.
Meanwhile, crews worked around the clock at the Porter
Street intersection to remove a large light pole in the middle
of the roundabout, demolish existing drainage, remove
medians and median infills and relocate the River Peel
sculpture to its new location.
Over three days, crews dismantled the sculpture, relocated
and then reinstalled it in its new home.
River Peel now sits in Fitzsimons Lane just south of the

Photo courtesy MRPV
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MAYORAL REPORT
storm clean up — our free garden waste disposal service
saw many residents taking up this offer to get rid of their
garden waste.
Our neighbours at the City of Maroondah and Yarra Ranges
Council have also been significantly impacted from the recent
storm event and subsequent flooding.
We were pleased to be able to support our local government
colleagues in these areas by sending crews to assist.
On a happier note, our Manningham Civic Awards are
back for 2021, following their cancellation in 2020 due to
COVID-19. These awards recognise residents who’ve made
exceptional contributions to the Manningham community,
through volunteer, unpaid or paid work and are a great way
to recognise and celebrate our community heroes.
Yo u c a n n o m i n a t e s o m e o n e t o d a y b y v i s i t i n g
manningham.vic.gov.au/civic-awards.
While you’re online, Your Say Manningham is our platform
where you can have your say on Council projects and issues
that are important to you.
Currently we are seeking your thoughts on the redevelopment
of the outside space at Aquarena, the Manningham Donvale
Indoor Sports Centre (DISC) Masterplan and our Domestic
Animal Management Plan 2021-2025, among others.
Providing your feedback makes sure our work meets future
community demands.
It’s been a busy month and one which has been a challenge
for many of us.
It is great to see the easing of restrictions following lockdown
4.0.
I continue to see examples of great resilience and care for
each other in our community and I think that’s something
we can all be very proud of.
All my very best.

CR ANDREW CONLON
I WAS HEARTENED TO, once
again, see our communities
pulling together recently, in the wake of the severe weather
that caused damage across Manningham and neighbouring
municipalities.
It was great to see our strong community spirit well and truly
alive.
We experienced high wind speeds of up to 100 km/hr,
resulting in trees down, road closures, and over 4,000 homes
without power across Manningham, with the worst affected
areas including Doncaster East, Warrandyte, Warrandyte
South, Wonga Park, and Park Orchards.
Rainfall of 50–60mm meant increased flood warnings for
residents in Warrandyte and surrounding areas.
We received a large volume of calls to our after-hours service
and provided emergency response assistance following the
impacts of the storm.
The main areas of response included clean up works from
fallen trees and debris, flash flooding and drainage impacts,
road repairs and providing home care support where possible
to vulnerable members of our community.
Our temporary community hubs, set up at Mullum Mullum
Stadium in Donvale and Wonga Park Cricket Club in Wonga
Park, provided people with a place to get warm, have a hot
shower, charge their devices and stay connected during this
challenging time.
We also offered additional opportunities to help with the

Warrandyte awash with stormwater

Photos: SANDI MILLER
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MAYORAL REPORT
Nillumbik website at participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ourfuture.
We are continuing to consult on a range of other key Council
plans and documents.
There are only days left to provide feedback on our Arts and
Culture consultation, which closes on June 30.
We have extended the consultation period for our major Local
Laws review by two weeks, to July 16.
Meanwhile, we want to hear what our younger generation has
to say through the Young Minds: Your Voice, Our Future project
to help develop our new Youth Strategy which continues until
July 18.
For more information about these projects and how you can
contribute, go to participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au.
We’re pleased to have received $5 million in funding from the
Federal Government for traffic and transport improvements
along the Main Road corridor in Eltham.
We’ve developed some initiatives to make the Eltham Activity
Centre more pedestrian friendly and connected, which will in
turn help reduce traffic congestion.
These include new and upgraded pedestrian crossings,
improvements to the Diamond Creek Trail, traffic signal
changes, traffic management treatments, car parking at the
Eltham Central Oval and a new permanent 40km/h speed
limit for all roads in the activity centre.
Take a closer look at the ideas and tell us what you think of them
at participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/congestion-busting.
Finally, if you have time, don’t miss the Nillumbik Prize for
Contemporary Art Finalists Exhibition at Montsalvat, which
has just reopened with the easing of COVID restrictions and
closes on July 7.
It’s a great show and I’m looking forward to finding out the
winner of People’s Choice Award, which will be announced
on July 15.

CR PETER PERKINS
AS WORK CONTINUES on the
clean-up following this month’s
major storm, I’d like to thank the
emergency services workers and volunteers who have been
providing assistance to our community around the clock.
The clean-up is ongoing, and our thoughts are with our
neighbouring municipalities who were particularly affected.
Council services have been slowly resuming as COVID-19
restrictions ease.
We recently endorsed the Nillumbik Community Pandemic
Recovery Plan for 2021-22.
This is a critical new roadmap to support our community as
restrictions continue to evolve and life shifts to what we hope
will be “COVID-normal”.
We will work closely with the federal and state governments
as well as our local partners and community organisations to
deliver support and services to our community.
While the Pandemic Recovery Plan addresses the short-tomedium-term recovery, our Council Plan and Municipal
Health and Wellbeing Plan, which we are in the process of
developing, will outline our response to the longer-term
impacts of the pandemic.
These important strategic plans, and others, are being
informed by our recent community engagement project – Our
People, Our Place, Our Future.
More than 2000 people took part, and the key findings of this
consultation are now available to read on our Participate

Photo: BILL McAULEY
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Panton Hill PS rezoning concerns

costs associated with its rural location; costs not incurred
by metropolitan schools.
Member for Yan Yean, Danielle Green said she “doubt
the Shepparton-based Wendy Lovell has any idea where
Panton Hills Primary School is, let alone visited it.
“I have visited the school dozens of times and I am working
closely with the principal and the school council with the
school I care deeply about and know well.”
Ms Lovell notes that without access to the mains gas
network, Panton Hill must purchase LPG for heating and
with no sewage system the school is forced to pay the
ongoing expense of its own waste-water treatment system.
“It is clear that Panton Hill Primary School is a rural school
and is burdened with additional operating costs not
incurred by proper metropolitan schools,” said Ms Lovell.
The school must also maintain its own bushfire refuge and
sprinkler system to protect it during each bushfire season.
The decision places Panton Hill Primary School in the
metropolitan school zone by just 200m and Ms Lovell
called on Education Minister James Merlino to reverse
the decision and reinstate the school’s rural classification.
“Re-classifying Panton Hill as a metropolitan school means
a dramatic cut in the school’s funding that is blatantly unfair
on staff, students and the local community and the Minister
must reverse this decision immediately,” Ms Lovell said.
The Minister’s statement agreed there is administrative
burden that is carried by principals at schools with septic
systems and non-urban firefighting infrastructure.
“The Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA) is working
with effected schools to discuss how the VSBA could best
provide support for maintenance of essential services such
as firefighting services and septic systems”.
Ms Green said the issue is one of trust.
“Who do you trust — someone who is part of a government
where education is number one priority, or a government
who oversaw savage cuts to education, including a 60 per
cent reduction in capital?”
Mr Merlino stated that following representations from Ms
Green on the issue, the Department will carefully consider
the challenges faced by small rural schools located in
Greater Melbourne as part of the review into the SRP being
conducted by the Department.

LIBERAL MEMBER for Northern Victoria, Wendy Lovell,
has called on the Andrews Labor Government to reverse
a zoning decision that will see a reduction in funding for
Panton Hill Primary School.
Speaking during the adjournment debate in State
Parliament recently, Ms Lovell said that a recent decision
by the State Government to re-classify Panton Hill from
a rural to a metropolitan school meant a dramatic cut in
funding for the school.
Ms Lovell said she had been contacted by many parents
concerned about the future of the school, with the funding
cut estimated to be 12 per cent over the next four years.
A statement from the Education Minsister James Merlino
said the reclassification has been prompted by the
Victorian Auditor-General’s Office (VAGO) report on The
Management of the Student Resource Package, which was
released in August 2020.
“The [Education] Department has used the latest Australian
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Accessibility and Remoteness
Index of Australia (ARIA+) data (2016) to determine
metropolitan Melbourne boundaries.
“The ARIA measure is widely used within the Australian
community and has become recognised as a nationally
consistent measure of geographic remoteness.
The Minister’s statement said the use of this updated data
has resulted in 650 Victorian schools benefiting financially.
Only 6 schools are projected to be impacted by more than
$25,000.
“The Department has introduced transition arrangements
to support the six significantly impacted schools including
Panton Hill PS.
“After consultation with the affected schools, the Department
has agreed to alter the existing transition arrangements to
a fixed five-year transition.
“This revised model is intended to assist schools by
providing funding surety in both the immediate and
medium term which addresses the most prominent
reported concern from eligible schools. This revised model
gives funding certainty for the 2021 school year so that they
can immediately confirm staffing levels for next year.
Panton Hill Primary School has a current enrolment of 136
students and Ms Lovell said it is burdened with additional
© Warrandyte Diary 2021
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Queen’s Birthday Honours
BY SANDI MILLER

eight of the 11 local awardees identifying as female.
The Governor-General said it is important that the Order of
Australia represents the diversity and strength of Australia
— for this to happen we need to ensure outstanding
women, members of our multicultural community and
First Nations people are nominated by their peers in the
community.
“To all Australians, I encourage you to consider nominating
someone outstanding from your community for recognition.
“The great strength of our system is that it is ‘bottom-up’
— everyone recognised through the Order of Australia has
been nominated by someone else, considered through an
independent process and, today, celebrated by our nation.”
Anyone can nominate any Australian for an award in the
Order of Australia.
If you know someone worthy, nominate them now at
www.gg.gov.au.

SEVERAL RESIDENTS of Manningham and Nillumbik have
been recognised in the 2021 Queen’s Birthday Honours list.
The list recognises 1,190 outstanding and inspirational
Australians.
This year, many are honoured (at least in part) for their
contribution to the fight against COVID-19 or for their work
fighting the devastating 2020 bushfires.
Governor-General David Hurley sent congratulations to all
recipients on behalf of all Australians.
“Collectively, they speak to who we are as a nation.
“There are countless examples of selflessness, commitment
and dedication.”
He said he was pleased that the list includes the highest ever
percentage of women (44 per cent) recognised through the
General Division of the Order of Australia.
Locally, the recipients were overwhelmingly women, with

Member of the Order of Australia (AM)
Three local residents have been appointed to the Member of the Order of Australia (AM), two in the
general list and one military honour.
Brigadier Douglas Watson Laidlaw AM, CSC
of Warrandyte
Brig. Laidlaw was honoured for his exceptional service as
the Commander 4th Brigade and Commander Joint Task
Force 646 during Operation Bushfire Assist 2019–2020.
The citation notes that Brig. Laidlaw demonstrated
“exceptional dedication and service” in multiple command
appointments.
“As Commander 4th Brigade, he successfully improved
capability and enhanced readiness across the Victorian
region.
Brigadier Laidlaw, as Commander Joint Task Force 646,
led the rapid response and recovery efforts supporting
emergency management services and fire affected
communities.
His superior command and leadership were instrumental
in the outstanding achievement of the Joint Task Force
across the East Gippsland and North Eastern Victoria
regions”.
At the height of the deployment, Brig. Laidlaw was in charge
of some 1,700 full time and reserve solders, including
several embedded Air Force and Naval service personnel.
His forces were also bolstered by an international
contingent from the Papua New Guinean and Fijian armies.
Reserves have been used for numerous national roles in the
past such as for security duties at the Sydney 2000 Olympic
Games (Op Gold), and for various environmental disasters
including flood, earthquake, drought, and fire.
Brig. Laidlaw has been called up to serve on many of these
and more, he had operational service in East Timor, and has
led the response to several significant natural disasters in
Australia and overseas including Black Saturday, the 2011
Floods and Operation Sumatra Assist.
Brig. Laidlaw told the Bulletin, while fronting press
conferences with the Prime Minister was not what he
© Warrandyte Diary 2021

had planned for his 2020 summer holidays, he says that
the Army Reserve always plans to be available for the Fire
Season when training winds up for the year.
Outside of his military life, Brig. Laidlaw is a practicing
barrister and lives in Warrandyte with his six children,
which makes him a very busy man.
Associate Professor Edwina Jane Wright AM, of Eltham
Prof. Wright has been recognised for her significant service
to medicine and research, notably for people living with
HIV/AIDS.
She is a Senior Specialist, Department of Infectious
Diseases at the Alfred Hospital, where she has worked
since 1996.
She is also Co-Head of the Burnet Institute’s HIV
Elimination Program and has worked on numerous
working groups and committees.
11
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Queen’s Birthday Honours 2021
Member of the Order of Australia (AM)

Practitioner in Research for the hospital’s Intensive Care
Unit, including during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Dr Baldwin is the Post Graduate Co-ordinator and Clinical
Educator of the Intensive Care Unit and has written
extensively, writing over 100 peer reviewed papers and in
medical textbooks.
His previous awards and recognition include the prestigious
Vicenza Award, an international lifetime achievement
award for a clinician who has made significant contributions
to the field of Critical Care Nephrology.

Dr Ian Charles Baldwin AM, of Diamond Creek
Dr Baldwin has been
recognised for his
significant service to
critical care nursing, and
to medical research.
Dr Baldwin has worked
for Austin Health for over
30 years as an Advanced

Order of Australia Medal OAM
There are seven locals being awarded the Order of Australia Medal (OAM).
Ms Deborah Halpern OAM, Warrandyte
Recognised for her service to the arts, North Warrandyte
Artist Deborah Halpern’s mosaic sculptures are well known
across Melbourne.
Locally, the gateway to Nillumbik Shire is marked by her
Queen of the Shire, which graces the banks of the Yarra at
the Warrandyte Bridge and Water Creature, Big Cat, Small
Cat, resides at the Manningham Civic Square in Doncaster.
Other works grace key civic spaces around Melbourne,
Angel adorns the banks of the Yarra at Birrarung Marr after
being relocated from the moat at the National Gallery,
while Ophelia, has been at the Southbank Promenade for
a quarter of a century and has was adopted as the “Face of
Melbourne” by Tourism Victoria.
Her works are instantly recognisable with their bright
colours and almost Picassoesque designs, and they are
installed at parks and shopping centres across Melbourne
and around the world.

Deborah is also recognised for her philanthropy, as a
benefactor for Animals Asia, World Vision, Amnesty and
the Don Dunstan Foundation’s Art for Good.

Ms Felicity Marlowe OAM, Templestowe Lower
Fe l i c i t y Ma r l o w h a s b e e n
recognised for her service to the
community through social welfare
organisations.
Most notable among these is
Rainbow Families Victoria which
she founded in 2006.
She has worked tirelessly on
campaigns for LGBTQI+
rights, particularly in terms of
reproductive and adoption rights.
She championed the Love Makes
a Fa m i l y ca mpa ig n , w h i ch
culminated in passage of the
Assisted Reproductive Treatment Act 2008
Felicity also works in schools as a Student Wellbeing
Coordinator and was named on the Victorian Women’s
Honour Roll in 2019.

Dr Santosh Kumar OAM, Doncaster
For service to the Indian
community of Victoria.
Dr Kumar has been involved
with the Northern Region
Indian Seniors Association
since it was established
in 2008 and has been on
the board since that time,
va r i o u s l y a s P re s i d e nt,
Secretary or Treasurer.
He has been active in the
Indian Community since the 1970s when has presented a
Hindi program on 3ZZ Radio Melbourne and has been a
Member of the India Club, Hindi Niketan, Australia-India
Society of Victoria, and the Indian Music Association.
He is a Trustee and Spokesperson for the Australia India
Community Charitable Trust and Federation of Indian
Associations of Victoria, and has been a Member of the
Age Care Sub-Committee, Ethnic Community Council of
Victoria.
Dr Kumar is also an Honorary Adjunct Professor at RMIT
University’s School of Mathematics and Geospatial Sciences
and, since 2003, an Honorary Academic Associate in the
Department of Mathematics, University of Melbourne.

Mrs Jacqueline Sandra Wright OAM, Doncaster East
Jacqueline has been honoured for her service to
international health.
She has been Chair of the Australian Vietnam Volunteer
Resource Group — Victorian Health Team since 2011.
She received the Ho Chi Minh City Medal in 2010.
© Warrandyte Diary 2021
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Mrs Karen Ann Pearce OAM, Warrandyte
Karen Pearce has been honoured for her service to sport
administration.
She has worked Football Victoria as Executive Manager,
Women and Girls, since 2019, and prior to that spend
almost 20 years at Basketball Victoria as Manager Strategic
Operations, 2000–2019.
Karen has been a staunch advocate for inclusion in sport,
as a member of the board of the Victorian Sport and
Recreation Association for Persons with an Intellectual
Disability (VICSRAPID).
As Executive Manager of Growth and Inclusion, Karen is
responsible for leading change across the whole football
landscape.
She told the Bulletin: “It has always been about making
sure sport is accessible for everybody to participate in,
whether they are a player, coach or referee, whether they
are a volunteer or administrator or simply if they want to
spectate.”
She said what she likes about women’s sport is that women
in sport — on an off the field — support each other.
“So AFLW, Women’s Big Bash and all that is great, if we can
provide an opportunity for more people to have a choice
to participate and play, it doesn’t matter what sport they
play,” she said.

Since her honour was announced she has been overwhelmed
by the good wishes she has received.
“It has been crazy — I have had hundreds and hundreds
and hundreds of messages, texts, calls, people I have
worked with years ago, people I did a program with way
back in the day.
“Sport is an amazing place where it really is a big family
of people, and when you work in it for so long you know
so many people you know it is lovely to be a part of it, and
people are just amazing.”
And while she said she was delighted to receive the award,
she said, “I don’t do what I do for myself, I do it because I
want to make it easier for people to participate”.

Mrs Pamela Marilyn Vardy OAM, of Eltham
Pam has been awarded an OAM for service to horticulture,
and to radio media.
She has been a volunteer presenter at 3CR Community
Radio since 1980.
She told the Bulletin she “fell in love with community
broadcasting” when she heard about the new radio station
opening as she was moving to Melbourne from Tasmania.
She initially worked on the Gardening Show as a panel
operator for many years, Pam added to her involvement
by taking on the additional roles of co-ordinator and
anchor presenter in 1997 when the late Allen Gilbert left
the program.
She has been the Principal Presenter of the Sunday
Gardening Show since then.
She is a life member of the Horticultural Media Association
Victoria (HMAV), having been a member since 1997, and
served on their board for almost 20 years.
A statement from the HMAV said Pam’s contributions to
the association have been extensive:
“Her willingness to take on whatever tasks were asked
of her, her ability to clearly think through issues to reach
successful outcomes and her management ability and
dedication to ensuring the association operated efficiently
and in accordance with the appropriate laws saw her
become highly regarded by all HMAV members”.

For several years, Pam was an active committee member,
then chairperson, of Cultivating Community, a not-forprofit, Melbourne-based organisation that develops and
supports community gardens and local food projects,
mainly on public housing estates.
While involved with Cultivating Community, Pam coauthored the book Community Gardens with Penny
Woodward in 2005.
Pam said she was “overwhelmed” to be awarded an OAM.
“It was the last thing I expected,” she said.

Mrs Kathleen Joyce Monley OAM, Templestowe Lower
For service to the community through a range of roles.
Kathleen was Manningham’s Volunteer of the Year in 2019
and is an active member of Rotary where she has worked on
international projects, including the Art Building Children’s
Dreams (Australia) where she led a team of volunteers to
renovate and repair a primary school in Savusavu, Fiji, 2016.
Kathleen has been a Coordinator at Doncare Food Bank
since 2016.

Mrs Kathleen Mary Rehe OAM, Doncaster East
Kathleen has been recognised for service to tennis.
As a member of the Midweek Eastern Metropolitan Region
Ladies’ Tennis Association since 1974, she has filled
positions from selection committee to President and was
made a life member in 1999.
Kathleen has been a volunteer for Doncare for five years
and a Member of the Manningham University of the Third
Age (U3A), since 2016.

© Warrandyte Diary 2021
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Books for long winter evenings
Growing Pains
Coming-of-age tales that explore issues across the stages
of childhood and the journey into adolesence.
City of Beasts
by Isabel Allende
A search for the Beast, a Yeti-like
creature within the heart of the Amazon,
becomes a quest for self-discovery in
this young adult coming-of-age story
filled with international adventure,
rich mythology, and magical realism
from globally celebrated novelist Isabel
Allende.
Elsewhere Girls
by Emily Gale
Narrated in alternating chapters by
Cat and Fanny, Elsewhere Girls is a
moving and funny story of two girls
with a deep connection, one based
on the Australian Olympic champion,
Fanny Durack.
It’s a fresh and engaging exploration
of the challenges and pressures for
young women growing up in the past
and today.
The Midnight Guardians
by Ross Montgomery
When Col’s childhood imaginary
friends come to life, he discovers
a magical world where myths and
legends are real.
Accompanied by his guardians — a
six-foot tiger, a badger in a waistcoat
and a miniature knight — Col must
travel to Blitz-bombed-London to
save his sister.
But there are darker forces at work,
even than the Nazi bombings.
Soon Col is pursued by the terrifying Midwinter King, who
is determined to bring an eternal darkness down over
everything.
This book is the perfect next fantasy adventure for children
who liked L.D. Lapinski’s, The Strange Worlds Travel Agency.
Grumble Boats
by Susannah McFarlane
Emma is very grumpy.
She doesn’t want to be babysat.
She wants to go along to the
pirate party with her older
brother, Tom.
Fortunately, Grandma knows
exactly how to send Emma’s bad mood away …
Grumble Boats is a gorgeously illustrated reminder of the
power of nature and grandmas to make us feel better.

BOOK NOOK
BY MEERA GOVIL
SWITCH ON SOME music, make yourself a nice cup of chai
and let time go by with a great read from ELTHAMbookshop.
Here be books for young and old and for togetherness.
Chinese tales
Wonder why China is so much in our heads?
Here are some reads that will entertain and inform.
Monkey King
by Wu Cheng’en
A ripping yarn of an omni-talented kung
fu monkey called Sun Wukong, a sandeating monster, a rice loving pig who can
fly by his ears and is an utter reprobate,
who accompany a Tang-dynasty monk’s
quest for Buddhist scriptures that will bring
enlightenment to the Chinese Empire.
A satire, a philosophical comedy, an allegory, anarchically
mischievous, and a shape-shifting narrative with shapeshifting characters and plot.
Beautifully cloth bound is this new translation by Julia
Lovell.
Thirty-six chapters of illumination that connect us and our
political shenanigans to the 6th century for forty-five dollars
cannot be a bad deal.
The Story of China
by Michael Wood
A magisterial book by legendar y
documentary maker and Professor of
Public History encompasses a thrilling
account of some of the characteristics of
Chinese civilization that have persisted
from the First Emperor to Mao and
beyond.
From the desolate Mongolian steppes to the ultra-modern
world of Beijing, Shanghai, and Hong-Kong, this is an
insightful off the beaten track book that includes electrifying
manifestos of feminist revolutionaries, eye-witness
accounts of the Great Famine, and uncovers a world still
shrouded and intriguing.
China
by Edward Rutherford
The writer of epic novels, Russia, Paris,
London, New York, Sarrum turns his
writerly gaze on China in the 19th
century and the start of the opium wars.
Entertaining, enthralling and tumultuous
period of history that led to modern
China’s revolution and rebirth.
Much awaited book from this master of historical fiction is
a long, satisfying read for the long evenings and days that
we find ourselves experiencing.

All these books are available from ELTHAMbookshop, 970 Main Road, Eltham.
© Warrandyte Diary 2021
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Rotary Club of Eltham
Art Exhibition and Online Gallery

BY SUSAN FOREMAN

raisers for their communities.
Nillumbik has a strong artistic legacy: Walter Withers, Percy
Leason, Max Meldrum, Matcham Skipper, the Jorgenson
family, Clifton Pugh, Robin Boyd, Arthur Boyd, Penleigh
Boyd, John Olsen, and Albert Tucker, are some of the
multitude of artists who have left their mark on the area.
The 2021 Archibald Prize Winner Peter Wegner is among the
highly acclaimed locals representing this incredible area.
The excitement is frenetic with all associated trades and
supporters offering their involvement to ensure its success.
Nillumbik and surrounding areas exude an enormous
amount of talent and has long been recognised as one of
Victoria’s leading Art precincts.
Become a part of this extraordinar y inaugural
event by registering your interest by email to:
RCE.artists@gmail.com before the end of July.
The project is in need of artists, sponsors and willing
participants to join Friends of the RCE Art Exhibition.

ARTISTS, ART lovers, and philanthropists — gather around.
A major art exhibition is currently being developed for the
Artists of the Shire of Nillumbik and Friends by the Rotary
Club of Eltham.
This inaugural annual event will be held at Eltham
Community Centre at the beginning of Spring 2022.
An online gallery is set to be launched by August 2021 as a
lead up to provide an extra platform for the artists to present
their works for sale.
The online gallery will run quarterly themes with
competitions and prizes.
The project is being developed by the Rotary Club of Eltham
(RCE), an enthusiastic community-based organisation
which has served the local community for almost 50 years.
The club will draw upon the blueprint of more than 100
years of established art expos held by its associated clubs
throughout Victoria, which host art shows as major fund

Work by Jacquie Hacansson

Artist at work, Ona Henderson

© Warrandyte Diary 2021

Work by Syd Tunn

Work by Jacquie Hacansson
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Remembering a high spirit
BY DON HUGHES

all done without oxygen,
guides or Sherpas.
Training for years at
home, in South America,
Pakistan and China, his
ultimate challenge was to
scale Makalu in Nepal to
become one of those elite
mountain adventurers
and great Himalayan
climbers.
In James Knight’s gripping
book, Spirit High, (2015,
Xoum Publishing, Sydney)
he tells “The Mick Parker
Story” that is ultimately
about chasing your dreams — no matter where they take
you.
A must read for anyone who is inspired to push the
boundaries of thought, speech or action combined with
courage, equality and humbleness.
Saddened to hear of Mick’s untimely death in 2009, only
days after scaling Makalu, I struggled to comprehend why.
He personified courage and calculated daring.
His spirit however, still flies high.

WHEN I FIRST met Mick Parker, he revealed none of the
inspiring and lofty characteristics of an elite world class
mountain climber.
Indeed, he came across as a softly spoken, quiet young man.
He was slight of build, compassionate, artistic and spiritual.
Mick seemed more content with living alone in the spare
room at the back of his parent’s garage, amongst his music
and art, than scaling mountains.
But he had a subtle yet determined glint in his eye.
This outward trait, coupled with a steady, calm and steely
demeanour, gradually revealed the true inner Mick to
expose his sheer strength of character and single-minded
intensity required to climb the World’s greatest peaks.
Mick was the ultimate contradiction.
Shunning any publicity and dismissing his notable
achievements with a shrug — I was privileged to slowly
become further acquainted with this remarkable man.
Underneath his humble persona, was a likeable rogue who
grew up in the Warrandyte bush.
This is where that sense of freedom and challenge
prospered and guided him along a pathway of extreme
personal experience and challenge.
He also had a good sense of humour.
As one of Australia’s most successful 8,000 metre climbers,

Manningham Council News
HAVE YOUR SAY
DISC Donvale Masterplan
As we look into the future, how do we make
sure DISC continues to provide value for our
community?
Have your say on the feature uses of the DISC
Donvale by completing the survey.
Consultation closes on Monday 28 June..

Manningham Civic Awards

yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
disc-masterplan

Nominations for the 2021 Manningham Civic
Awards are now open.
If you know someone who has made
exceptional contributions to the Manningham
community through volunteer, paid or unpaid
work, nominate them for this year’s award.
Help us shine a light on a local hero.
For more information, including award
categories and how to nominate, visit

Aquarena
The outdoor space around Aquarena has the
potential to become a great feature of the
facility and a local attraction for the community.
We need your ideas to make it happen.
Consultation closes on Monday 28 June.
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.
au/aquarena-masterplan

manningham.vic.gov.au/civic-awards
9840 9333

manningham.vic.gov.au

© Warrandyte Diary 2021
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Dinosaurs at Ruffey Lake
REMARKABLE TREES
BY JENNAH ROSE
WHEN WE THINK of our ancient Australian trees, most of
us immediately think of eucalypts.
However, the eucalyptus species did not diversify until the
continent began to dry 20 million years ago.
Two hundred million years ago, much of Australia was
rainforest, and this special tree has existed since that
ancient era.
Long thought to be extinct, the Wollemi Nobilis, or Wollemi
Pine, made its survival known in 1994 to a national park
ranger who, not recognising the tree during his routine
inspection, took samples back for analysis.
Overnight it gained fame as the world’s oldest, and rarest,
living tree.
Related to the Kauri, Norfolk Island, Hoop, Bunya and
Monkey Puzzle pines, the Wollemi is a conifer and unlike
its relatives, has retained its current form for approximately
40 million years.
In that way, we are in the presence of a living dinosaur.
In the wild, it lives in a secluded pocket of heritage-listed
national park 200 kilometres west of Sydney.
A small family group of 80 adults reside there in a now
heavily-protected valley along with numerous seedlings
that live it out, awaiting an infrequent gap in the canopy.
The reaction of the tree-loving and science community to
Wollemi seems almost comically egotistical with the rush
to preserve it.
Hang on.
It’s been quietly doing its thing for 40 million years, yet
humans are suddenly going to save it?
But with the climate rapidly changing and the chances of
extreme fire events increasing, it can only be a good thing
that so much has been done to secure the Wollemi’s future.
Indeed, the intensity of the 2019 NSW fires came dangerously
close, so much so that it was agreed to drop fire retardant
around its home valley.
It isn’t that Wollemi hasn’t suffered a burning before.
Some of the mature family members have evidence of fire
scarring.
This formidable tree has also traversed ice-ages.
During colder months, Wollemi covers its growing tips with
a wax coating which is thought to have been the protective
factor while ice covered much of the world.
And now, having gained its celebrity status and listed as
critically endangered, Wollemi trees and seeds are secured
in botanic gardens across the globe.
It can also be purchased as a garden tree, which is why
Manningham Council has 12 listed on its tree register, all
in Ruffey Lake Park.
Fascinated by the story of Wollemi, I went to visit them.
Oh dear.
The 12 apostles have diminished to four, and it is a bit of a
struggle to witness them very much alone and out in the open.
© Warrandyte Diary 2021

This was not how I have witnessed other Wollemis.
There are five healthy specimens growing in the forested
valley of the Dandenong’s Rhododendron Gardens and
another on the Cherry Path walk there.
Also up that way, in Kawarra Gardens, one is growing
rigorously, positioned among native Australian trees and
shrubs.
The Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne also takes great care
of its specimens, although having said that, Cranbourne
Garden’s efforts appear a bit like a tortured bonsai
experiment.
With this to consider, I stayed a while to check in with Ruffey
Park’s response to these time-honoured stalwarts.
Wollemi is a survivor, and Ruffey’s trees are surviving.
Our desire for trees to be perfectly shaped with luscious
foliage and non- invasive attitude is fair enough, but not
realistic.
Trees are utterly sensitive to all aspects of their growing
environment.
Each has its optimum requirement to thrive to its best;
requirements that include soil composition, moisture
availability, temperature, light, and the presence of suitable
fungi and other life forms that assist with seed dispersal
and so forth.
So why do Ruffey’s Wollemis dampen my heart?
Because I know that trees are predominantly forest dwellers.
18

bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au

That is to say, they thrive living in connection with their
relatives, or sometimes close friends.
They need each other.
Which is all the more reason why I see such resilience in
the Ruffey dinosaurs.
Without their kin, they still reach up, unshaded and
therefore scorched by summer heat on a hillside that is
open to whatever force of wind chooses to travel through.
On closer inspection, despite that they are small, I see new
shoots appearing already, and the taller of the four has
managed to reach upward of five metres.
What’s more, it is covered in female cones.
This is what I love about trees.
They keep going to the best of their ability, regardless.
A happy Wollemi expresses itself with unusual, dark green,
spikey fern-like leaves, that brown in cooler temperatures.
Each tree also produces both male and female cones.
Most intriguing is its bark.
As it matures, Wollemi’s coat develops to look like some
kind of toffee crunchy bar all lumpy with nuts.
No other tree on the planet has this kind of covering.
Ruffey’s Wollemis have yet to reach that level of maturity,
and due to their singleton positioning, it might be decades
before they do.
But as I reach into their journey across deep time, it
becomes quite uncanny that we have just entered another
lockdown and I must head home to write up this column.
I am reminded that the natural world is constantly
whispering and if we drop our shoulders and breath out,
Wollemi’s words are simple.
Hang in there, and keep going.
Jennah is captivated by the quiet, unassuming presence
of trees, and is currently training to facilitate Forest
Therapy.
If you have a favourite tree you would like to share, please
email her — jennahmrose@outlook.com
If you enjoyed this column, read more about Jennah Rose’s
Remarkable Trees in the Warrandyte Diary,

Wollemi Pine bark

We are hiring

Karolina Larbey

Are you familiar with MYOB or Xero, have
great communication skills and computer
literacy? Warrandyte Diary have a vacancy
for a part time (approx 3 days per week)
administrator/ad manager/proofreader.
Working out of the Warrandyte Community
Centre, the Diary has been the home of news
in Warrandyte and Surrounds for over 50 years.
With the retirement of our admin manager, we
are looking for someone to be the heartbeat of
the Diary.
Flexible hours, friendly team and you’d be
working at a much-loved Warrandyte institution.
To apply, or for more info,
email: editor@warrandytediary.com.au
© Warrandyte Diary 2021
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Lockdown Life
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We have expanded
our hours!

Bulk Billing GPs

soon
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Dr Rainbow Fung

Dr Atiya Khalid
Dr Gareth Cooze

Dr Marice Villasenor

ts
n
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t
a
p
n
i
k
l
a
w
welcome
“Long term, reliable GPs you can trust”

Phone

8844 0188

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte VIC 3113
Book online www.warrandytemc.com.au
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Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

7am to 8pm
7am to 8pm
7am to 8pm
7am to 6pm
7am to 5pm
9am to 6pm
8am to 5pm
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Publicity: It’s yours for the asking
BRAND
BY JOHN O’KEEFE
SO, YOU HAVE been delegated to organise media publicity
for a new product launch, major event, small business, or
anything else that constitutes news.
If, it is not news, forget it.
Here is a broad-brush summary to get you started.
Once you establish your target audience, do research as to
which media covers your audience.
Prepare a “hit list” of the journalist responsible for covering
your subject matter at each medium — print, social media,
radio, television, and influencers.
Most mediums rely heavily on media releases, in fact more
than half of the stories in today’s daily press started life as
a media release.
Anyone from National Government, sporting clubs to
private individuals can write a media release.
Try to submit it to a person you have previously made
contact with; unsolicited media releases stand a greater
chance of being “missed”.
Your release needs a catchy headline, followed by a one
page , well written story containing a couple of quotes.
Include any statistics if applicable.
Read and revise your draft prior to despatch.
At the end of your media release, nominate at least one
contact point authorised to speak on behalf of your interest
— leave sufficient contact details: phone numbers, email
addresses, et cetera.
Media live in a visual world so try to include an original,
copyright free image.
Remember to include the who, what, when, where, and
why and make sure you are sending the information within
deadline.
If you are trying to get your news on radio, stations and
programs also rely on media releases for their leads, but
make sure to email the program producer, not the on-air
talent.

Less visits, straighter

Media organisations and professionals receive dozens of
media releases on a daily basis and only a handful will
be used, so make sure your release contains something
“newsworthy” and is relevant to who you are sending it to.
The use of releases in print, radio, television and elsewhere
is free, so make sure your release hits the spot and to be so
informative the reporter does not miss a scoop.
Make sure to build a list of known media contacts — this
“media distribution list” is a great way to get your release
to one, two, or twenty contacts.

ABOUT JOHN
Marketing gur u John O ’Keefe is an award
winning marketing consultant,call him on
0408 344 905 if you need some help with your marketing.
Next issue John will discuss getting a handle on your target
audience.

smile

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.
1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106
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In the belly of the steel beast
those who spot the enemy and fires first usually win.
Steel Beast Pro PE models this with extreme fidelity.
So, it is imperative in your first person, exquisitely modelled
commander’s station to use the thermal imaging camera to
scan those far ridges, as heat signatures stand out against
the green country side far more easily than normal vision.
And respond quickly to the targets called out by the AI
gunner and driver.
Steel Beasts Pro PE does not have a linked campaign or story
line to drive gameplay.
The base simulation comes with a suite of playable missions.
But over years, players have made scenarios with the user
friendly mission builder and there are literally hundreds
of missions available online, of varying complexity, to try
your hand.
There is also a dedicated, burgeoning multiplayer
community to join.
While the AI crew members and tanks are perfectly sensible
and act as close to real entities as possible, Steel Beasts Pro
PE really shines in online play.
It adds a whole new level when you are part of a virtual
squadron of tanks being commanded by a real human
being; in this state, Steel Beasts Pro PE is as close to reality
as you can get without joining the army.
Over the years, the stable of vehicles able to be crewed by
players has grown.
No longer limited to two main battle tanks, there is now a
wide range of specialist armoured vehicles to try.
So, embrace the cordite fumes, stay turret down behind that
crest, keep low in the turret and join the fascinating chaos
of the virtual Steel Beasts Pro PE battlefield.

PLAYER ONE
BY SAM BROWN
STEEL BEASTS Pro Personal Edition (PE) from niche
European studio, eSim Games, is a marvel of the modern
computer simulation genre.
It is no game; a commercial version is used to train real
tankers and armoured soldiers in a number of Western
European armies.
An ultra-realistic simulation of modern tank warfare for PC
with no concessions to the casual player, it models modern
armoured warfare at the tactical level with a fanaticism to
realism.
Real world tactics are not only applicable, they are vital to
survival if you want your virtual self to live for more than a
few minutes on the modern battlefield.
Placed in charge of a platoon of German or American main
battle tanks and tasked with stopping the thrust of an enemy
armoured company equipped with the latest Russian tanks,
combat is intense, brutal and completely unforgiving.
Anti-tank missiles fly overhead, creeping artillery barrages
pummel hillsides and somewhere out there are enemy
tanks, waiting for the opportunity to turn you and your
troop into scrap metal.
As well as a tank simulator, it is also an armoured combat
simulator with a number of supporting units to command
— and you’ll often find yourself propped in your virtual
tank behind a hill scrutinising the map as you try to make
sense of the contact reports starting to flood in from your
observation posts.
There are artillery strikes to plan, resupply decisions to be
made, and pixel troops to deploy in foxholes and along
tree lines.
But linger a moment too long in your virtual tank on the
crest of that hill, and you’ll find your turret removed with
extreme prejudice from your chassis, in a blaze of fire and
smoke.
A T-90 you did not spot quickly enough has hit you from
four kilometres away with a kinetic round.
This is not some Star Wars technology: in modern armoured
warfare, with ultra-accurate first shot, first kill technology,

ABOUT SAM
Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for highfidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares
to recall.

Images courtesy eSim Games
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Songlines are everywhere
the main roads radiating out of Melbourne.
Geelong Road, Ballarat Road Calder Highway, Sydney
Road, Plenty Road, Heidelberg Road, Maroondah Highway,
Dandenong Road and Nepean Highway.
They were all originally Songlines, but are not recognised as
such, and our kids at school are not taught this part of our
heritage.
It is quite easy to identify Songlines and Warrandyte has an
abundance of them.
You can for instance be certain that any shallow rapids area
on the Yarra, where the embankments on each side are not
steep, was where a Songline crossed the river.
Near the middle of the Yarra Street shopping centre is where
the Songline to Research crossed the river and then followed
the Research-Warrandyte Road.
A couple of hundred metres farther up — at the bridge — is
where the Songline to Kangaroo Ground starts.
Take a trip along the Kangaroo Ground Road.
You will see how it follows the ridge line and gives you 360
degree views — it is a dead giveaway that it is a Songline.
Another good example is Tindals Road.
Take your kids along it and enjoy the paoramic vistas to the
east and west.
Tell them, “Hey kids, this is an Aboriginal Songline, you know
this because you can see for miles”.
Originally, the Tindals Road Songline branched off from
Doncaster Road to follow Old Warrandyte Road.
It then went past the Donvale Christian College , followed the
ridge line and dropped down into Pound Bend.
However, it is now bisected by Warrandyte Road where a
cutting has been put in.
Much of Heidleberg-Warrandyte Road itself was also a
Songline.
The route followed the ridge line as it does today past
Warrandyte High School, but the original Songline then
followed Melbourne Hill Road.
With a little bit of thought it is relatively easy to identify the
original route of these Songlines by seeing where cuttings and
diversions have been put in.
So if you have any information that could help to map these
local Songlines and restore knowledge of this part of our
heritage, please let me know.

Birrarung
BY JIM POULTER
WHEN BRITISH settlement in Australia began in 1788 the
colonists were essentially blind to Aboriginal technology.
The manicured environment they saw had been carefully
shaped by constant burning off and it looked for all the world
like an English gentleman’s estate.
However, it was nevertheless thought of as the “natural” state
of affairs.
These misapprehensions permeate our history books and
continue to influence our thinking right up to the present day.
In this sense, we have been brought up to be virtually blind to
many aspects of our Aboriginal heritage.
It is exactly the same situation with Aboriginal trade and travel
routes, which are known as “Songlines”.
The reason they are called Songlines is because the landmarks,
ecological features and creation stories along each route were
coded into a song.
Aboriginal people had to learn hundreds of these songs that
had verses patching into each other, thus enabling them to
diverge at any given point onto a different trail and a different
song.
These Songlines criss-crossed the whole of Australia with the
important travel routes covering many hundreds of kilometres.
These major Songlines were even coded celestially, so that
the various landmarks were represented in the constellations.
For instance, one such celestially coded Songline goes from
Alice Springs to Byron Bay.
Now just pause and think about this for a minute.
Why would people from Alice Springs want to travel to Byron
Bay and vice versa?
The answer is both simple and stunning.
People from the central desert wanted to go to the far east
coast to see the ocean and witness the local people working
in cooperation with dolphins to catch fish.
Every dolphin was known by name and responded to their
name in working as a team to drive shoals of fish to the shore.
Aboriginal people would net the fish and then share the fish
even with the dolphins.
On the other side of the ledger, people from the far east coast
of Australia wanted to travel to the central desert to see the
majestic Uluru for themselves.
When settlers first arrived in Melbourne in 1835, they simply
got on their horses and in their carts and started spreading
out into the hinterland.
They of course followed the ridge lines, valley lines and easy
contours that seemed to be remarkably free of trees and offered
convenient travel routes.
These Songlines then became established cart tracks and were
progressively gravelled then bituminised, and are preserved
as today’s system of major roads.
So while Melbourne itself was established on a surveyed
one-mile-square grid of north-south and east-west roads,
all the meandering roads out of Melbourne were originally
Aboriginal Songlines.
If you take an aerial view in your mind’s eye, you can see all
© Warrandyte Diary 2021

ABOUT JIM
A retired Social Worker, Jim’s close knowledge of our rich
Aboriginal history and heritage does not come from abstract
academic study, it comes from lived experience. Jim Poulter’s
family first settled on the Yarra River at Templestowe in 1840.
Close relationships were established with the local
Aboriginal community, and these have endured through
the generations.
Jim has therefore been privy to the oral history both of his
own family and Aboriginal families.
He has known and worked with many iconic Aboriginal
Elders and tribal people who have trusted him with their
knowledge.
Many of his 30 books on our Australian Aboriginal history
and heritage have been in collaboration with or the
endorsement of Aboriginal Elders.
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Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade: Porter Street 24/7 blitz
From 8pm Wednesday 16 June to 5am Monday 19 July, Porter Street east of the
roundabout will be closed.
Emergency services and buses will have access at all times.
Hawtin Street and Edwin Road will also be closed at Porter Street.
Local traffic will be able to access Templestowe Reserve and BlueCross Aged Care from the
Warrandyte direction.
Detours will be in place. Expect delays and allow up to 20 minutes extra travel time.
For more information and to sign up for email and SMS updates visit
roadprojects.vic.gov.au/Fitzsimons

Major Road Projects Victoria,
GPO Box 4509 Melbourne VIC 3001
T: 1800 105 105
E: contact@roadprojects.vic.gov.au
W: roadprojects.vic.gov.au
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