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Off and running
The hills are alive with the sound of… community. After a tentative start to the year, February has seen Warrandyte
embrace a return of our community events. Run Warrandyte, the Warrandyte Pottery Expo, and the RSL’s Bands
by the Bridge were all held on the last weekend in February and, while operating under health guidelines, each
drew full houses and a sense of optimism. Local markets are back with a vengeance, the Grand Hotel is jumping,
and the Mechanic’s Institute and Neighbourhood House are seeing a return to the arts, crafts, fun and fitness.
Catch up with our comprehensive arts coverage on Pages 16 – 20, and take a vicarious run around the Pound with
our Running Reporter on Page 30.
Photo SANDI MILLER
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IT’S TAX TIME
We specialise in
helping businesses

Refer to our new website for more
information: ptasaccountants.com.au
Speak to us now - we welcome
business and personal tax enquiries
Super advice will be provided by Personalised
Taxation and Accounting Services as an
authorised representative of SMSF Advisers
Network Pty. Ltd. AFSL No.: 430062

We ne
qualified maintenance plumber

If you’re interested, we would love to hear
from you — employment@h2pro.com.au
Check out our FB to see what we are about.
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BARRISTER & SOLICITOR
Local legal practitioner since 1989
Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue Warrandyte
peter@pgardiner.com
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“Matrimony: A sort of friendship recognised
by police.” — Robert Louis Stevenson
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OVER THE HILLS

By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER
THEthings
HILLSchange...
The
more
We return to our roots and sift through
the Warrandyte Diary archives to find
how Warrandyte has changed (or hasn’t
at all) over the last 50 years.

A ‘MINI-FESTIVAL’ HITS
TOWN!
Warrandyte Diary,
March 1971
The Warrandyte Arts Association will
stage a mini-festival this month in the
Mechanics’ Institute Hall.
The festival will incorporate painting,
pottery, sculpture, music and drama.
It will be one of the association’s biggest
undertakings for some time and members
are working flat out to ensure its success.
Highlight will be comedy in three acts
Goodnight Mrs Puffin.
Performances will be held Thursday,
March 18, on Saturday, March 20, Friday,
March 26, Thursday, April 1 and Saturday,
April 3.
Goodnight Mrs Puffin was first produced
in London in 1961.
The starring role of Ameila Puffin was
played by Irene Handl, for whom the play
was written.
From London Mrs Puffin and Irene Handl

By JOCK MACNEISH

went to Broadway and to Australia
in 1964.
Gordon Picton-Devine produced
the second performance in Victoria
with an amateur group in 1967 and
met with great success.
Now Warrandyte has the chance
to see this first-class comedy.
The painting, potter y and
sculpture ar ranged by Mari
Beecham, the organ recital by John
Rodda, and the play, are examples
of the work being undertaken by
the various member groups of the
Warrandyte Arts Association.
Other groups including children’s
painting, dancing and drama
classes, adult music, poetry and
writing.
Admittance charges for Goodnight
Mrs Puffin will be $1.25 for adults and
50c for children.
Cast for the play is: Ethel Fordyce
(Muffy Enrenburg), Jacqueline Fordyce
(Helen Davidson), Pamela Fordyce
(Carol Sinclair), Nicholas Fordyce (Jock
Macneish), Annie (Liane Gough). Ameila
Puffin (Joan Golding), Henry Fordyce
(Anthony Burgess), Stephen Parker
(Norm McGowan), Victor Parker (Doug
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local
newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it has retained
its strong community character, being produced mostly by volunteers
with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its
independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards
the people, environment and character of the place it serves. Its
monthly circulation is 3,500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.
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McManus), Doug Rogers (Clive Rowe).
The drama group of the Arts Association
was formed 15 years ago.
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A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression
of that spirit.
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NEXT ISSUE
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Masks come off as vaccine rolls out
By JAMES POYNER
JUST WHEN you thought it was safe to
leave the state, Coronavirus raises its
head and Victorians are thrust into the
first lockdown of 2021.
Short, “circuit-breaker” lockdowns
are becoming the new norm and the
one beginning February 13 caused
chaos for the hospitality sector on
Valentine’s Day weekend and raised
concerns for local events scheduled
for later that month.
Fortunately, the snap lockdown was
successful, and life returned to almost
COVID-normal.
On Friday, February 26, Victoria
returned to COVID-Safe restrictions
which include:
Facemasks
Unless you have a lawful reason not
to, you must carry a facemask when
you leave home and it must be worn
in the following settings:
• On public transport or in taxis,
Uber, tour vehicles, et cetera.
• While visiting hospitals

• While visiting aged care facilities
• On flights and in airport terminal
buildings.
• Indoors at markets and market
stalls, shopping centres, and retail
facilities with 2000 or more square
metres of indoor space
• While leaving your home for a
permitted reason, such as medical
care if you are diagnosed with
COVID-19 or as a close contact.
• While awaiting the results of your
COVID-19 test, if you have to leave
home for one of the permitted
reasons, such as medical care.
Masks are also recommended
when it is difficult to maintain 1.5
metres distance from those you do not
normally live with.
Store owner Julie Quinton told the
Diary Quinton’s IGA relaxed its mask
policy on February 27, alongside the
state-wide relaxation.
“However, if we suddenly have more
cases pop up, we will go straight back
to our stricter policy and ask those who

are unable/unwilling to wear a mask to
use our online service.
“Obviously people are still required
to wear masks when in supermarkets,
so we believe the majority of our
customers will continue to do so.”
Social gatherings
You can have up to 30 people in your
home per day and up to 100 people can
meet in a public place.
The restrictions apply to everyone
who is aged one or older.
Travel
The Victorian Government has
imposed a Travel permit system for
anybody entering the state.
The Government has adopted a
traffic light system for Australia and
New Zealand with the actions you
need to take when entering Victoria
determined by whether the area you
visited is deemed a red, yellow or
green zone.
Details on the zones and the permit
application process are available
online via services.vic.gov.au.

As we go to print, Victoria is into
its 10th day of zero community
transmission.
Vaccine rollout
The Pfizer vaccine has received
approval from the Therapeutic
Goods Administration (TGA) and
vaccinations have begun in Victoria,
as well as other states.
Minster for Health Martin Foley
spoke at Austin Hospital on Monday,
February 22, on day one of the
Coronavirus vaccination program.
The vaccine will be administered
through hospital vaccination hubs,
which in Victoria are at:
• Monash Medical Centre Clayton
(VIC)
• Sunshine Hospital (VIC)
• Austin Health (VIC)
• University Hospital Geelong (VIC)
Mr Foley said the vaccination
program begins by vaccinating the
most vulnerable and frontline workers
first.
“ We a r e p l e a s e d t o s e e t h e

Commonwealth’s vaccination program
kick off across Victoria — and we’re
ready to do our part to make sure the
vaccine is administered as quickly and
as safely as possible to workers at the
highest risk of contracting coronavirus.
“Whether they work in hotel
quarantine, at the airport, or a
specialist coronavirus ward, we are
ensuring the Victorians that keep us
all safe are protected from infection,”
he said.
Hubs will also deliver the vaccine
to public sector residential aged
care patients and workers, with the
Commonwealth responsible for
providing the vaccine to the private
sector aged care and disability sectors.
The vaccination roll out is divided
into five phases, to find out when
you are eligible for vaccination, use
the Vaccine Eligability Checker on
the Department of Health website:
covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/
eligibility

Information Warrandyte shuts up shop
By SUSAN FOREMAN
INFORMATION WARRANDYTE closed
its doors during the COVID lockdown,
and now operator Doncare has decided
not to continue operating from the
Warrandyte Community Centre site.
Originally the Warrandyte Citizens
Advice Bureau, the service commenced
operations in 1986 in the Old Post
Office and, since November 1991,
has been situated at the Warrandyte
Community Centre, operating as
Information Warrandyte Inc.
In 2017, Information Warrandyte,
i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h D o n c a re,
commenced delivery of Emergency
Relief services following discussions
about the provision of local services
in the Warrandyte area.
After suffering some significant
hurdles in 2019, Information
Warrandyte sought the support of
Doncare to continue operating.
Doncare provided the following
statement:
“Following lengthy discussions with
Manningham Council, in March
2020 the Committee of Management
agreed to wind-up Information
Warrandyte’s Incorporated
Association due to the lack of
recurring funding.
At that time, with the support of the
outgoing committee and subsequent
funding from Manningham City
Council, Doncare committed to
not only continue the services
offered from this site, but to expand
and build a strong and robust
connection to the Warrandyte
community.
Of course, no-one could have
predicted the COVID-19 pandemic
and its profound impact on the
Australian economy and society.
Like many other Community Service
Organisations, Doncare faced a
wide range of sustainability-related
implications as the impacts of
COVID emerged.
The financial implications on our
fundraising due to the temporary
closure of the op shops and cessation

of fund-raising events and initiatives
has been detrimental to our income
streams.
While the Op Shops have since
reopened, due to a reduction in
volunteers and the current economic
crisis, the recovery to Doncare’s
income has not eventuated, thus,
to remain afloat Doncare has
implemented cost-saving measures,
including reducing its paid
workforce from the top down.
Sadly, the stretch on Doncare’s
resources has meant that we are not
able to adequately resource a second
site.
Therefore, with a very heavy heart,
Doncare will not be operating from
the Warrandyte Community Centre.
Doncare strives to provide
innovative, high quality, personcentred services and we pride
ourselves on developing initiatives
that place the organisation in
a robust position to respond to
community demand in Warrandyte.
While our plans to deliver services
from the Warrandyte Community
Centre have been hampered
by COVID-19, we continue to
provide services to members of the
Warrandyte community from MC2
in Doncaster.
Whether we are supporting socially
isolated seniors with volunteer
supported recreational activities,
or paying their winter bills, helping
disadvantaged kids get to school
or to camp, providing counselling
to teens or families, helping
women and children escape family
violence, or simply being a source of
community connection, Doncare’s
presence in Manningham, and
particularly Warrandyte continues.”
Information Warrandyte has a
long and proud history, and some
volunteers had provided their valuable
service for decades.
One volunteer, Joyce Wilks provided
this reflection on the legacy of
Information Warrandyte:
“It was run by a voluntary

Committee of Management and at
their peak they had as many as 38
volunteers.
Most Information Warrandyte
volunteers completed a 50-hour
accredited training course, and a
few volunteers were also accredited
to offer Tax Help for eligible lowincome clients.
Many volunteers were very loyal,
and even after moving away from
Warrandyte they continued to come
in weekly to do their shift.
Three volunteers put in over 30 years
of service.
However modern technology
and smart phones took a toll on
Information Warrandyte with
less visitors and clients needing
their services, so the decision was
made to disband after serving the
Warrandyte community for 34 years.
A final get together was delayed
by the COVID-19 pandemic until
March 2021 when many of the
volunteers enjoyed catching up with
each other at Petty’s Orchard for
morning tea.”
New hope
The good news is that all is not lost.

Manningham Council is actively
working to re-establish a service for
the Warrandyte Community.
Manningham Yarra Ward councillor,
Carli Lange told the Diary:
“Many community groups would
love to utilise the space and to
work together for the benefit of the
community.
“Manningham Council will conduct
an expression of interest and looks

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT

0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

to have a vital support facility for its
community”.
Support services continue to be
available from Doncare at their
Doncaster facility at 687 Doncaster
Road.
The Diary will keep across the issue
and will provide updates on the
reinstatement of welfare services for
our community.
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The superpowers of CFA women
By JAIME NOYE
HELD ANNUALLY on March 8,
International Women’s Day has been
celebrated for over a century, with
the event’s website claiming the first
gatherings were held back in 1911.
The issues of the time were women’s
right to work, vote and ending
discrimination.
110 years on, while we still continue
the fight for gender equality, there is
much improvement to be celebrated…
and the women of Warrandyte CFA are
no exception.
Often referred to as a “bit of a boys’
club”, in fact CFA focuses on being
inclusive, no matter the gender.
Currently, Warrandyte CFA has 10
female volunteers, the majority of
whom regularly respond to emergency
pages day-and-night, or provide active
support in other ways.
Women bring the same firefighting
and rescue skills as men, with some
of Warrandyte’s female members
taking on years of specialist training,
qualifying them to manage a broader
scope of roles during an emergency.
The brigade’s support roles are open
to both men and women, and it is
not the stereotypical mix you would
expect, in fact our current secretary
is a man.
The skill s et w omen hold is
expansive, with roles in training,
recruitment, community education
and officer positions.
A few are also CFA staff supporting
other volunteer brigades around
the state and can be called upon to

perform extra duties during largescale bushfire events and managing
emergenc y warnings from the
Incident Control Centres.
Warrandyte CFA recruited its first
female firefighter in 1981 when the
station moved to its current location
on Harris Gully Road.
Prior to that, women who attempted
to apply were rejected by the captain
of the time; the cited reason being the
old station had no female facilities.
According to former Captain, now
Deputy Group Officer Shane Murphy,
the introduction of women into the
brigade promoted positive cultural
changes.
“Member’s self-check behaviours
and language evolved with female
presence”, he said “as a result, more
respectful attitudes were adopted
towards everyone, not just the women”.
Reminiscing over his first house
fire call in the early 80’s he said: “It
was a female who was first through
the door”.
1996 saw Warrandyte CFA elect its
first female Lieutenant.
Kate Murphy, still a current member,
was elected by her male and female
peers and reflected on the time as “of
complete support” and that “equality
and diversity was encouraged”.
Since then, and still to this day,
women have held several leadership
roles at Warrandyte CFA, both in
officer positions and within the
Brigade Management Team.
It is not uncommon nowadays for
women to be captain.

Fe m a l e s a r e a f f o r d e d e v e r y
opportunity within CFA, and it falls
to the leadership to ensure members
are seen for their capabilities, not their
gender.
So, when will Warrandyte see its first
female captain?
Mr Murphy said: “On the fireground,
it is non-gendered — it is a team
operating with a common focus — but

if you’re looking for it, you see females
everywhere”.
The path has been paved, but women
must still demonstrate to our future
generations, the importance of “she
can be anything she wants”.
The women of Warrandyte CFA are
doing this every day.
They strive to protect our community
and we recognise the value they offer

the brigade.
Volunteer firefighter, Louise Leone
said: “I love it when you’re driving past
in the truck or getting out at a job —
and a little girl sees you.
“You watch her eyes open wide and
she’s like ‘hey, she’s a girl like me!’
“It’s the best feeling!”
And therein lies the superpower of
the women of Warrandyte CFA.

Manningham website:
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
community-engagement-policy.
Engagement Sessions
Ma n n i ng ha m i s c o nv e n i ng a
community panel to provide feedback
on its strategic documents, which is
meeting in March.
Nillumbik Shire Council is seeking
broad community input as it prepares
its strategic documents, including A
Community Vision, The Municipal
Health and Wellbeing Plan, Council
Plan, Financial Plan, Asset Plan, and
Municipal Planning Strategy.
To facilitate this, Nillumbik has
launched an engagement program
— Our People, Our Place, Our Future.
Council will hold a series of
community information and feedback
sessions during March, both inperson and online, to accompany
its community survey as it looks to
obtain community views and better
understand community priorities.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins
said it was vitally important to obtain
input from as many people as possible
throughout the Shire.
“The community — our people — are
at the heart of everything we do.
“Their views and input must be front
and centre as we develop these key
strategic documents.
“Achieving the best outcomes
for all who live, work and play in
our wonderful Shire, requires close
collaboration.
“To ensure that we build a place
which our community deserves, we
must listen to our people and then act
on what we hear.
“The Our People, Our Place, Our
Future initiative is the critical first step
in this process,” said Cr Perkins.
The Our People, Our Place, Our
Future survey can also be completed
online at participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/our-future
Hard-copies of the survey are
also available at the Civic Centre,
Hurstbridge Hub, Living & Learning
Centres and local libraries.
Request a copy of the survey by
emailing place@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
See the Our People, Our Place,
Our Future community engagement
schedule and register for the online
session through Nillumbik Council’s
Participate page.

Disability Advisory Committee
Manningham Council has convened
a new 15-member Disability Advisory
Committee.
Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew
Conlon said the new committee will
have its first meeting next month and
this is part of Council’s commitment
to supporting a more connected and
inclusive community in Manningham.
“Council is committed to developing
policies and initiatives through
meaningful engagement with those
with a lived experience of disability.
“Their collective voice and feedback
is essential to an accessible and
inclusive Manningham for all,” Cr
Conlon said.
Th e ap p o i nt m e nt f o l l ow s a n
expression of interest process to
include members with a diverse, lived
experience of disability.
It will capture individual perspectives
including from those with mental
health issues, those who are deaf or
hard of hearing, blind or have low
vision, have physical and intellectual
disabilities, as well as those on the
autism and ADHD spectrums.
Membership criteria were developed
to maximise authentic representation
and provide a voice for the many
perspectives in the community.
As such, committee membership will
be comprised of 75 per cent of people
with lived experience of disability, and
the remaining 25 per cent as carers of
a person with disability.
The appointed community members
will serve as members of the new
advisory committee through to 2024.
Toilet Plan
Also of note at the Febr uar y
Manningham meeting, was the
adoption of Council’s new toilet
policy, which includes a 10-year plan
to build 16 new or expanded toilet
blocks across Manningham, including
Wittons Reserve in Wonga Park, and
Park Orchards.
The key recommendations of the
Plan are:
• Opening up five existing toilets to
provide new public toilet facilities.
• Constructing new public toilet
facilities in eleven locations.
• Upgrading older style toilets to
improve safety and be gender
inclusive.
• Conduct accessibility audits and

upgrade access paths to public
toilet facilities.
• Provide changing places at major
destinations around Manningham.
• Provide public toilets along linear
trails at regular intervals as site
conditions permit.
• Investigate a program of artworks
on blank walls of toilet buildings to
raise awareness of toilet facilities,
improve perceptions of safety and
activate public spaces.
Business cases for the activities
proposed by the plan will go through
the Council’s annual budget process.
Waste contracts
Both Manningham and Nillumbik
Councils also confirmed that they
will be contracting curbside waste
a r ra ng e m e nt s v i a a c o l l e c t i v e
procurement with Metropolitan
Waste and Resource Recovery Group
(MWRRG).
Manningham will contract to
Cleanaway Pty Ltd and Suez Recycling
and Recovery Pty Ltd.
Nillumbik will be contracting
Cleanaway Pty Ltd.
Both Councils will be using Hanson
Landfill Services for landfill waste
disposal.
Doncaster Hill development
A 17-storey mixed-use building
on Doncaster Hill is another step
closer to approval, with a planning
amendment considered by Council
over a development proposed by a

consortium including the Church of
Christ and two former politicians.
The planned project would
encompass a chapel, community hall,
650-seat auditorium, office spaces,
two cafes, childcare centre, 11 town
houses, and 166 apartments, including
10 affordable housing apartments.
The new building would incorporate
the facade of the original 1889 church,
with its portico to be reconstructed
based on photographs, after being
demolished during a 1990s renovation.
The mid-late 20th century extensions
will be demolished, with some
elements to be incorporated into the
proposed development.
Council will take the application
to the Minister for Planning to raise
the current height limit to allow the
development to go through.
Cr Stephen Main spoke for the
motion, saying that normally a project
of this size would set off alarm bells,
however he said that compared
to the 48-storey buildings under
consideration for Box Hill, the increase
in the height limit is quite modest.
And, he added, that to have a
performing arts space available for
public use, as part of the project, and at
no cost to rate payers, is of substantial
benefit to the community.
Cr Laura Mayne said the amendment
to the planning scheme would
not present a precedent for future
development.

Women of Warrandyte Fire Brigade

Councils focus on inclusive engagement
council notes
By SANDI MILLER
MANNINGHAM and Nillumbik
Councils have both endorsed their
respective Community Engagement
Policy during their February meetings.
The policies frame Councils’
a p p ro a c h t o b e s t p ra c t i c e i n
community engagement and ensure
each Council is compliant with the
Local Government Act 2020.
M a n n i n g h a m’s C o m m u n i t y
Engagement Polic y includes
a m e n d m e n t s t o t h e p re v i o u s
Community Engagement and Public
Participation Policy, and incorporates
feedback from the community,
gathered through the Your Say
Manningham project page and an
online community engagement
forum, held in January 2021.
Refinements include a clearer
definition of “inclusion”, more
detail on how Manningham Council
supports groups in the community to
participate in engagement activities,
and past examples of community
engagement.
At the Manningham council
meeting, Yarra Ward Councillor
Carli Lange spoke for the motion
to endorse the policy, saying: “it is
important that Council build trust
with our community.”
She welcomed the policy’s focus on
establishing ways of connecting with
the community, and that it seeks to
create “an inclusive community where
everyone’s voice and opinions are
listened to and have equal bearing”.
“We are all better off and perform
best practices when we are informed
and involved,” Cr Lange said.
Councillor Anna Chen said
that the refinements made to the
policy to ensure inclusiveness with
Manningham’s diverse community
were important for the 42 per cent of
Manningham residents who speak a
language other than English.
Nillumbik Council made some
minor grammatic changes to their
policy — from the draft policy that
was put out for public comment in
December 2020.
Following endorsement, the final
policies have been posted to each
Council’s website and the Your Say
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Your daily coffee — at what price?
By JOZICA KUTIN
IN EARLY FEBRUARY, café and
restaurant workers in Adelaide’s
Chinatown started protesting about
wage theft and unfair working
conditions.
The public protest was in response
to a video recording of a young worker
asking her boss to pay her what she was
entitled to — the recording then shows
an alleged assault between the worker
and her employer.
Needless to say, it sparked the
protests.
We have all heard about wage
theft at some of our most wellknown restaurants (and other large
companies) in Melbourne, which led
me to wonder — what is happening in
our own backyard?
We use our consumer power to
support businesses and industries
doing the right thing — whether they
use free-trade coffee, free-range eggs,
or discounts when you bring your
own cup.
But what about the more obvious
issue of treating the often-young
workers that serve us and make our
coffees also ethically (and legally) by
paying the right wage?
We all want to support our local
businesses — there are 190 registered
food businesses in Manningham.
Wouldn’t you prefer to support those
businesses doing the right thing?
What is wage theft?
Wage theft is basically not being paid
what you are entitled to as stipulated
under your relevant industrial award.
It also includes underpaying penalty
rates, superannuation, overtime and
other entitlements.
Making unauthorised deductions
from an employee’s pay is also
considered wage theft.
It is a “practice” found in businesses
big and small.
The practice is so extensive that it has
become some kind of warped business
model — a business model based on
exploiting people — in particular our
young and vulnerable people.
I spoke with Tim Kennedy, the
National Secretary of the United
Wo rke r s Un i o n ( w h i c h c ov e r s
hospitality workers).
He said the problem is the norm
in the hospitality sector — which
employs mostly young people.
“What we found over a long period
of time is that wage theft is not an
aberration it’s a systemic operational
tool.”
How has it become the norm?
Mr Kennedy said: “This was less of
a problem about a generation ago —
when unions had right of entry and
could check that workplaces were
doing the right thing.
“Once these rights were removed
there were no checks.
“So no one’s been checking for a
whole generation and that’s why we
have the problems we have now.
“Now it’s a race to the bottom.
“We’ve seen what big businesses
have done — they’ve set up systems to
systematically steal wages from their
employees.
“It’s a sophisticated well-resourced
and super profitable system.”
Warrandyte is not immune
It is everywhere.
Sometimes — despite all the fresh air,
wildlife and majestic gum trees — bad
things happen in Warrandyte too, just
like everywhere else in Melbourne
and beyond.
The experiences of local young
people shed a light on what has
become the norm in Warrandyte and
surrounding areas.
However, some Facebook users were
shocked to even think that this could
be happening in Warrandyte.
“I would expect they all pay the
correct rate”, said one person.
“Is there any reason as to why you
suspect they aren’t?”, asked another.
Even council expects businesses to
be doing the right thing.
Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew
Conlon said:
“We expect all businesses, including
restaurants and cafés, to comply with

the requirements of the Fair Work
Act 2009, which include fairly paying
employees at a rate no less than the
national minimum wage.”
Despite expectations, wage theft is
happening.
Meanwhile comments (public and
private) were posted about young
people’s experiences.
As one parent said:
“It is the norm it seems, to not have
staff on the books and to pay below
minimum wage.
There are also no penalty rates
paid.”
And a young person wrote:
“I don’t want to say it publicly from
fear of losing my job.
They don’t pay weekend or holiday
rates, and don’t like it when we take
breaks.
They didn’t pay me for my trial
shift.”
And another young person said:
“I used to get paid $8 an hour.
People are in such denial that it
would ever happen it Warrandyte.”
Even people with extensive
hospitality experience have rarely
worked for venues paying the award
rates.
“I worked in Hospo for 15 years and
I think I only got paid the legal wage
at one café.
I worked in a few Warrandyte cafes
and restaurants and all paid cash in
hand and nowhere near the correct
amount.
One Warrandyte café even paid me
$11 an hour, but being 17 at the
time, you don’t really think to report
them or tell anyone.”
Fea r o f l o si ng t h e i r j o b, n o t
knowing what they should be paid,
compounded with living in a small
town makes standing up for yourself
difficult.
And if you do ask questions, it has
been people’s experience that their
shifts have dried up.
Said one local: “If the employee does
question pay or conditions, suddenly
they have no more shifts as there are
20 other unsuspecting keen-as kids
wanting a job; they just keep turning
them over.”
And by another person,
“Unfortunately I doubt very much will
change as there are always so many
kids trying to find work, that they’re
easy to replace.”
What should a
young person be paid?
Minimum wages are covered in the
Hospitality Industry (General) Award.
There are different pay rates if you are
19 years or younger.
The Fair Work Ombudsman has a pay
calculator so you can check what you
should be getting.
Employers are allowed to pay you
more than the minimum rates.
If I am under 16 and work as a casual
at the “introductory level”, I should
be getting $12.40 per hour for hours
worked before 7pm, Monday to Friday
(the evenings attract an additional
$2.31 per hour), Saturday the rate is
$14.88, Sunday it is $15.63, and public
holidays $24.80.
If I am an adult, aged 20 years or
older, then the introductory rate is
$24.80, $29.76 on Saturdays, $34.72
on Sundays and $49.60 on public
holidays.
The introductory level is for the first
three months of employment — the
absolute basic pay rate, otherwise the
minimum rate for an adult employed
as a casual (Level 1) is $25.51 ($20.41
if you are employed part- or full-time).
Thereafter, the rates increase
d e p e n d i ng o n you r ag e, you r
qualifications and the hours and days
of the week that you work.
You can see how it can be confusing
for young people — especially for a
16-year-old who is starting their first
ever job.
And you should get paid for a “trial”
shift.
“I worked countless trial shifts over
15 years of hospo jobs and never saw
a single dollar for it.
“Hopefully times have changed

now,” said one local person.
Unfortunately, things have not
changed.
What does it teach young people?
If we accept wage theft in our
community, if we accept it as a “they
all do it” business model, what are we
teaching our young people?
That exploitation is ok.
If you say something, you will lose
your job, you will ruin someone’s
“business”, you won’t get a good
reference.
Silence perpetuates exploitation.
Silence perpetuates injustice.
We teach our young people to be
silent in their very first workplace, what
will happen in other workplaces, at
school, at university, in the family, and
in their intimate relationships?
Do we want them to stay silent when
things are not fair?
When they are being exploited?
When they are being controlled for
fear of the consequences?
I suspect not.
What young people can do
The United Workers Union has
developed tools for people in the
hospitality industry.
Mr Kennedy said there are two tools
available, the Hospo Voice Mobilise
App and Fair Plate.

“The Mobilise App is a pay and
conditions checker.
“So you can enter what you’re getting
paid and see if you’re being paid
correctly.
“The app was launched at the end of
2020 and we want young people to get
on board,” Mr Kennedy said.
He said it is about empowering
young people.
“The power imbalance makes it all
the worse for young people.
“So the tools we have developed in
Hospo Voice aim to educate young
people about their rights in the
workplace and how they can deal
with that power imbalance.”
The other tool the UWU has set up
is Fair Plate.
“On this website, and through the
app, hospitality workers can rate
places where they work as to whether
they respect workers’ rights — it’s a
reputational tool.”
He said you can also use this website
to find places that are doing the right
thing.
“If their first model of the workplace
is exploiting you — and this is your
first exposure to the job market — it’s
a bad exposure.
“Hospo Voice is an advocacy and
education initiative and we’re hoping
that young people can take some

agency through these online tools,”
said Mr Kennedy.
Last year the Parliament of Victoria
passed the Wage Theft Act (2020) (due
to come into effect on 1 July, 2021.
Cr Conlon said Manningham Council
is aware of the new Act.“We will
work with the Victorian Government
to communicate and promote the
legislation among local businesses
and networks in Manningham,” Cr
Conlon said.
How effective will this Act be?
There are potential problems with
the Federal Government’s response
to this issue.
At the state level, having a criminal
response to wage theft, as opposed
to a civil response, requires a higher
burden of proof.
Mr Kennedy said: “It remains to be
seen if a Wage Theft Commission at a
state level can be effective, but it is a
clear indication from government that
wage theft is a really big problem that
needs a response.”
Let’s hope the new laws do make a
real difference to the working lives of
young people.
It is clear that it might cost businesses
more to pay staff what they are entitled
to, and therefore might cost customers
more — paying a fair price for fairly
paid work.
But the cost of not doing so —
especially for our young workers — is
far greater.
Links and resources
Download the Hospo Voice app
and read their blog posts for more
information:
www.hospovoice.org.au/
Fair Plate website – write a review
of your workplace; see if your local
café is listed as a fair place to work
and eat: fairplate.org.au/
Link to the Fair Work Ombudsman
to find out the rights and
responsibilities of employers —
especially for young workers and
students: www.fairwork.gov.au/
find-help-for/young-workers-andstudents
Find out what the pay rate is using
this Pay Calculator by the Fair Work
Ombudsman:
calculate.fairwork.gov.au/
FindYourAward
A guide for employers employing
young people:
www.fairwork.gov.au/how-we-willhelp/templates-and-guides/bestpractice-guides/an-employersguide-to-employing-youngworkers
The Wage Theft Act (2020) is
available at:
www.legislation.vic.gov.au/asmade/acts/wage-theft-act-2020
or www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/
viewdb/au/legis/vic/num_act/
wta202021o2020153/
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EVERY TEST HELPS
US KEEP CATCHING UP
WITH MATES
Every test keeps us on top of this virus.
And keeps us doing the things we love.
So even if your symptoms are mild,
or you’ve been tested before, every test helps.

For testing locations visit
CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Is this demolition by neglect?
By SANDI MILLER
DURING THE LOCKDOWN of 2020,
locals ventured out and spent much
more time exploring our environs on
their daily walks.
Many hidden treasures have been
“rediscovered” around town.
From Longridge Farm and the Scout
Chapel, to stoppered mine shafts,
some relics of our past have been
brought to light.
Warrandyte Historical Society
(WHS) was approached by residents
about a heritage listed property at 298
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road.
They had stumbled upon the property
on their daily walk and were distressed
by its apparent deterioration.
Their concern being that, like some
heritage buildings across Melbourne,
perhaps it is being allowed to fall
into such disrepair as to expedite a
planning permit to demolish it.
Recent photographs taken of the
property show broken windows and
a general lack of maintenance that
threatens the building’s integrity.
The house is listed on the
Manningham City Council Heritage
Overlay (HO80) as being of local
significance and is one of a group
of three houses connected with
orcharding.
The other two properties at 286 and

302 Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road have
been “subsumed” into larger, updated
buildings.
The subject house has remained
unoccupied since the properties were
subdivided in 2011.
Cherry and apple orchards owned by
the orcharding Adams family covered
this area up until the 1970s.
The house was built by George
Adams about 1919 on land owned by
Frank and George Adams since 1911.
It is described in the study as an
Edwardian double fronted hip roofed
house, with stone believed to have
been quarried from Fourth Hill.
Stonemason and WHS member,
James Charlwood, provided a report
on the property’s condition, noting
that the property had undergone an
extensive makeover to add a local
stone facade, most likely in the 1930s
or 40s.
He said the stonework “Would have
had a pleasing effect together with a
most splendid rural setting”.
He said at the time of his inspection,
the property was still in “overall good
structural condition”.
He said a supporting aspect of
preservation is “the impact this
property would have in its restored
state as it commands a Gateway
location, punctuating the descent into
Warrandyte proper”.

Valerie Polley from the Warrandyte
Historical Society said:
“The house’s future is of concern to
the WHS as it appears it is falling into
disrepair with no effort to conserve or
preserve it.”
She said the property uses
Warrandyte stone extensively which,
in the Society’s view, gives it extra
significance as so many of these
houses have disappeared over time
and the stone, which is no longer
available, has been lost.
“WHS is becoming increasingly
concerned about the loss of
Warrandyte’s architectural heritage.
“As each heritage building disappears
then those that remain are ever more
important.
“If this orchard house disappears,
there will be little to remind us of the
area’s orcharding history.”
Speaking generally about heritage
protection, National Trust of Victoria
CEO Simon Ambrose said in his view
there is “An absolute moral obligation
to ensure heritage is looked after for
future generations”.
He said it is incumbent on people to
look after heritage and find support
for protecting history, and help people
undertake this protection, saying it
would be better if people without the
resources to protect a property could
make it safe and watertight for the next

generation, rather than demolish it or
let it further deteriorate.
Ms Polley said it was WHS’s opinion,
that allowing a building to deteriorate
to expedite demolition would be in
contravention of heritage listing.
However, it appears not to be the
case, as Council advised in its response
to a WHS enquiry about the fate of the
property:
“In planning schemes, heritage
properties receive a higher level of
planning protection than properties
that are not heritage listed.
Protection is provided from the
array of additional planning permit
triggers that apply to them under
the HO.
One of the planning permit triggers
is for demolition.
Landowners wanting to
demolish heritage buildings for
redevelopment purposes must
obtain a planning permit before
demolition commences.
Any planning application must
justify proposed demolition works
and comments would be sought
from Council’s Heritage Advisor
before a decision is made.
However, in instances where a
heritage building is being neglected,
there are no powers under the
Planning and Environment Act

1987 that Council can apply to
compel a landowner to maintain
their building.
This is also the case for non-heritage
listed buildings.
Despite this, Manningham Council
remains committed to the protection
of heritage listed properties through
the services made available to the
community.”
Recently, Moreland Council refused
a bid to demolish an uninhabitable
Edwardian home in Melbourne’s
north, to avoid encouraging what one
councillor described as “demolition
by neglect”.
Moreland Council intends to
work with the owner to achieve an
acceptable outcome.
Ms Polley reported that following
the illegal demolition of the historic
Corkman Hotel in Carlton, the State
Government has recently proposed
new laws to prevent developers
from benefiting from the unlawful
demolition or neglect of precious
heritage.
“It is hoped this happens soon
before more of our heritage buildings
disappear”.
A version of this story first appeared
in the WHS newsletter.

Roads prove deadly for our wildlife
By SANDI MILLER
ONE OF NILLUMBIK’S iconic white
kangaroos was hit and killed in St
Andrews in late February.
Local activist Liezl Shnookal said
locals were “devastated” to learn of a
further tragedy on our roads”.
She said for years, residents have
been calling for motorists to slow down
at night, and for greater awareness of
wildlife.
This comes as reports of roo fencing
being erected on several properties in
Kangaroo Ground, which is effectively
channelling kangaroos onto the roads
as they travel through the area.
Bourchiers Road resident Belinda
Steve said she finds it distressing.
“As do other landowners near this
property who care about our native
fauna.

Photo: NICK BEAN

Snowy, another victim of our deady roads

“Seeing young kangaroos, does and
their joeys, locked behind this ‘superfence’ separated from the herd and
unable to escape at this property is
wrong.”
She told the Diary the fence started
appearing on the property about a
year ago.
“I believe the owners views are very

antiquated and are not in support
of our Green Wedge ideology or the
overlays as it stands today.
“I do not see the reason why he
cannot share the land, like the rest of
us, with the native animals without
detriment as he has minimal stock on
the property.”
Ms Steve said the owner has blocked

the fence line with metal stakes and
rocks, “which is hideous”.
She said the fence is dangerous to the
residents and the general community
“because the animals are channelled
along the roads to the property when
they are trapped along the fence line or
along the boundary — in flight mode
with nowhere to go and impossible to
avoid at times.
“Wildlife carers have been called to
incidents in growing in numbers since
its installation,” she said.
Ms Shnookal said it is time for the
community to join voices and demand
change,” she said.
“In Nillumbik we are blessed to share
the place we call home with many nonhuman neighbours.
“Is this how we show our respect?”
She said this carnage of wildlife on

our roads has to stop.
“The St Andrews and surrounding
community are banding together to
get council to take action and make our
roads safer — not just for our wildlife,
but for everyone,” said Ms Shnookal.
She is calling a Nillumbik community
meeting.
“I’m inviting everyone who is
passionate about protecting wildlife
in Nillumbik.
“We need to act.
“Bring along your plans for action —
we need solutions now.
“As we have seen of late, we don’t
know what we have until it’s gone.”
The meeting will be held on Sunday,
March 14, 2pm, at the St Andrews Hall
(opposite St Andrews Hotel).
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WD Bulletin catch-up

Price of progress
By SANDI MILLER
ELTHAM RESIDENTS have come out
of lockdown to discover that hundreds
of trees that graced the Eltham Gateway
roundabout have been removed.
Under cover of COVID, Major Roads
Projects Victoria (MRPV) moved in on
February 15 to clearfell the intersection
of Main Road and Fitzsimons Lane,
and then removed the large Lemon
Scented Gums from the Porter Street
intersection on February 16.
R e s i d e n t V i c k y S h u ku ro g l o u
described the scene as residents, who
had left their home for one of the four
reasons, came across the Main Road
demolition site.
“People started pulling over and
parking their cars and were in shock,
complete shock,” she said.
Consultation deficit
Community groups are outraged
that there had not been extensive
community consultation around the
project, with many residents unaware
of the impending works until Eltham
Community Action Group placed red
ribbons around the doomed trees in
early 2020.
MRPV said they had 300 responses
to their community consultation, but
admitted to ECAG that less than 100 of
them had come from Eltham residents.
In contrast ECAG had received over
3,000 signatures from locals on its
petition.
ECAG has spent around two years
negotiating with MRPV to compromise
on the project to retain the treed
gateway intersection.
Secretary of ECAG, Sue Dyet, said
the group had first been made aware
of the plans when they were told
by local member Vicky Ward some
months after the plans were put out
for consultation.
“She showed us some plans and we
went away looking at them and the
enormity of the situation sunk in.”
The group managed to hold some
meetings with MRPV but, Ms Dyet
said the group feel they have been
“managed”.
“They listened to us, they gave us
time, but when we asked particular
questions, and asked for information it
was not always forthcoming,” she said.
Ni l l u m b i k C o u n c i l p a s s e d a
resolution in December 2020 to request
MRPV conduct further community
consultation, but this did not occur.
Ms Shukuroglou had organised a
protest rally for February 13, which
had to be cancelled due to the COVID
lockdown.
However, the lockdown did not deter
the construction workers who brought
out the chainsaws, which was seen

as a massive slap in the face to the
community.
“Even if it had been planned for six
months, it was in bad taste,” said Ms
Dyet.
Major Road Projects Victoria
Program Director Dipal Sorathian
defended the works occurring during
lockdown.
“This project is essential work,
like many other projects that have
commenced and continued through
various stages of COVID-19 restrictions
over the past year,” he said.
Overkill
The project will see the intersection
widened substantially, with eight
lanes (four lanes each way) on the
Main Road, eight lanes on Lower
Plenty Road and 11 lanes in total on
Fitzsimons Lane.
Although Mayor of Nillumbik, Peter
Perkins notes that this was reduced
from the original plans.
“C o u n c i l h a s a d v o c a t e d o n
behalf of the community since the
announcement of this project.
“These efforts have helped to
influence MRPV to revise its design,
including the reduction of the
proposed intersection from 11 to eight
lanes, saving more than 200 trees along
the corridor.
“Fitzsimons Lane is a key gateway to
the Shire and is of significant aesthetic,
environmental and economic value to
the community.
“Council supports the government’s
efforts to minimise traffic congestion
while at all times seeking to ensure
that the community’s voice is heard
and appropriately acted upon,” said
Cr Perkins.
Ms Shukuroglou said that with the
massive changes in the way people
are working and moving around
the city the plan should have been
reconsidered.
She said the project also does not
take the road use changes projected
by the North East Link.
“MRPV made their case by using
figures that were not really all that
accurate, because their traffic
modelling and numbers were based on
2027, and then 2028 is estimated for the
NEL opening, which suggests traffic
will drop by quite a large percentage.
“Then we also need to contemplate
there is a current ban on immigration
and the trend of working from home,
and that it is most likely to be the thing
that remains.
“Once the pandemic is abated,
people will start getting back on the
trains and will be working from home
— these things have not been taken
into account,” she said.

Alternatives ignored
Ms Shukuroglou went on to say:
“We realised as a bunch of volunteers
on community planning issues we
needed to get hold of some people
who knew more about this game than
we did.
“So we subsequently got three
experts in the field, one a retired
VicRoads person, one transport
manager from AECOM in London,
a huge international firm, and more
recently someone who is an expert on
roundabouts.
The group had their experts draw up
alternative plans in attempt to reduce
the footprint of the works and to retain
the roundabout, and therefore the
trees, but despite being told their plans
were as affective as the official plans
they would not be considered.
Mr Sorathia told WD Bulletin as part
of the development process, “a number
of designs options were investigated”,
and he said it was found that upgrading
to a signalised intersection was the
best option to make the road safer and
less congested.
“Compared to signals, a roundabout
solution will be less safe, increase
congestion and travel times, and will
not alleviate the traffic queues,” he
said.
Objectors to the roadworks were
resigned to the fact that the project
would go ahead no matter what their
objections, but Ms Dyet said she
felt that MRPV played lip-service to
community consultation.
“I would say that they feel that they
ticked all the boxes,” she said.
Enough is enough
Ms Shukuroglou said MRPV has been
asking the wrong questions.
“They went in and said, ‘well there is
a traffic problem how are we going to
solve the traffic problem’.
“As opposed to ‘there is a traffic
problem, how can we solve this while
respecting the community, the area,
and all the values that are within this
place’,” she said.
She said she wants to see a dynamic
change in how major projects such as
this are managed.
“It seems to very clear to us, that
the greatest needs of society, which
are social and environmental health,
which are not just boxes to be ticked
and they ought to underpin all
decisions, and infrastructure ought to
serve purposes in response to these
things,” said Ms Shukologlou.
“It starts creeping inwards, it is the
thin edge of the wedge, this is where
we can slowly chip away and say ‘now
that road is there, we are going to have
to do this duplication, we are going to

Catch up with important news and events from across
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

have to add extra roads’.
“At what point do we say, ‘actually,
enough is enough’?”
She said the community has learnt
from this “absolutely horrendous”
process and the “devastating ”
outcome.
“The one thing we need to
do is maintain hope for what we
ca n a chi e ve f o r a ny thi ng that
is happening in the future.
“There are a lot of demoralised, tired
people, there are people who feel
like they have there is no point in
attempting to have a go.
“But that, in all sorts of ways, the
system is working in that way.
“It would be much easier if we all sat
down and said nothing, there would be
a lot less hiccups, work could be done
a lot more efficiently.
“But we are not just going to sit down
and accept this — we will organise
the protest again to say, this must
change, this is not an appropriate
example of community consultation.
“This is not a good example of how
things must be.”
Replanting plan
“We have heard from the local
community that they appreciate
the natural environment, which is
why we are planting more trees than
we remove on the Fitzsimons Lane
Upgrade,” said Mr Sorathian.
Local member Vicky Ward has
announced that 5,000 trees will be
planted around Eltham to offset the
trees that have been removed.
In a statement, she said approximately
six new trees will be planted for every
tree removed as part of the project.
This calculation makes the tally of
trees lost at approximately 830.
“This program will leave an important
legacy that all participants and the
wider community will enjoy for years
to come,” she said.
Ms Ward’s announcement stated
local secondary school students will
also be involved in a propagating
project to create a new supply of native
plants and trees, which will be planted
and grown in the local area.
However, Ms Shoukoglou said
even 5,000 trees, will not replace the

established trees that have been lost.
“One of the main issues is there are
very few hollow bearing trees left, and
it is a serious problem.
“So planting a one-year-old, or fiveyear-old tree is nothing like it.
“Even if you have 5,000 of them, it is
nothing like one mature tree that has
lived for 50, 60, 100, 200 years.
“You are never going to regain that,”
she said.
Cr Perkins said Council and the
c o m mu n i t y l a m e nt t h e re c e nt
destruction of so many trees at this
key gateway.
“We look forward to the completion
of the project when the benefits will be
realised and landscaping completed,”
he said.
Display of grief
On Saturday, 20 February, locals
gathered for a demonstration at the
intersection, gathering in small groups
to place “letters of love and loss”.
Ms Shukuroglou told WD Bulletin
due to COVID restrictions the
community was unable to protest in
the traditional sense.
To ensure the event was conducted
safely the organisers opted for a multisite staged gathering over the course
of the day.
“It was an independent
demonstration, a COVID Safe solution,
and an opportunity for people to
express their grief, which is immense
and rippling through the community”.
She said people came on their own
mournful walk, delivered letters,
had conversations, and shared their
feelings of dismay, anxiety, shock.
“People’s worlds have been rocked —
how can that be allowed in our system
which is touted as fair?
“Others said their anxiety is through
the roof… so much more,” she said.
What now for the future?
Protest organisers are asking
concerned citizens to visit their
website, to send messages and keep
updated on future actions.
elthamroundabout.wixsite.com/
my-site
The Warrandyte Diary and WD
Bulletin will continue to follow this
developing story.

Sugarloaf Ward report: a steep learning curve

By CR. BEN RAMCHARAN
FOR THE FIVE new Nillumbik
Councillors the last three months have
been an uphill battle, learning the ins
and outs of being a councillor, while
staying on top of the reading, the long
meetings, and the bureaucracy.
I’m finally starting to feel like I’m
settling in and I’m looking forward to
getting stuck into the exciting projects
we have coming up in the coming
months.
With the new Council developing our

crucial four-year plan, now is the time
to have your say on what you want your
local council to focus on.
Please go to participate.nillumbik.
vic.gov.au/our-future and tell us
what is important to you.
It’s important to me to be able to hear
from my community, so I’ll be running
community meetings across Sugarloaf
Ward in the coming months,
Stay tuned to hear about a meeting
in your area.
Kangaroo Ground Tower
Last year, Council began the process
of creating a masterplan for Kangaroo
Ground Tower, which was a welcome
initiative, until we learned that the plan
proposed huge changes to the tower
complex, including tearing down the
Moor-rul viewing platform and the
firespotter’s cabin.
The controversial proposal was
wound back by the last Council and
now is our chance to turn it around.
Because of its excessive scope, the
masterplan has become prohibitively

expensive, in fact just the development
of the plan will cost tens of thousands of
dollars, not to mention the execution,
which will cost millions.
I’m working on reviewing the scope
of the plan to make it cheaper and
more appropriate so we can end
up with a plan that will protect and
preserve our precious war memorial
tower.
Climate Change
Council recently conducted a survey
to inform the development of our
Climate Change Action Plan and I’ve
found the results interesting.
The survey has shown that people
want to take action to reduce their
emissions, including installing solar
panels on their roofs — but we also
learned that people face a number of
barriers including the cost and time
involved.
We’re looking into ways we can
overcome these barriers so everyone
can change to cheaper, cleaner power
in Nillumbik.

Next financial year, ratepayers can
expect to foot an extra $150,000 on
Council insurance premiums due to
the hardening of the insurance market,
which is at least partially driven by
increased extreme weather events
which are a direct result of Climate
Change.
I’ve been putting together a list of
initiatives that can be covered in our
Climate Change Action Plan, with a
focus on cost-effective measures and
even measures that could reduce
emissions and make money at the
same time.
Road Safety
The recent incident on Kangaroo
Ground-Warrandyte Road where a
car ended up on its roof is a sobering
reminder of the dangers we face on
our roads.
I’m reaching out to the Department
of Transport (DOT) to find out how we
can keep North Warrandyte residents
safe, and I will be pushing for DOT to
come and meet our community, so

they can hear directly from us about
what we want to see them doing in
our area.
I’ve recently met with Manningham
councillors about the possibility of
constructing a pedestrian bridge
between Warrandyte and North
Warrandyte.
Depending on the location of the
bridge, this could create an easily
walkable and cyclable route for North
Warrandyte residents to get to school,
to the shops or just to go for a walk.
If we can get this off the ground,
it will be a long way off but it’s an
exciting project and I can’t wait to see
the outcome.
It’s been an interesting few months,
but I feel ready now to make a real
difference for our community and I
can’t wait to work with all of you to
make it happen.
This article was written by Cr. Ben
Ramcharan and does not reflect
the official position of Nillumbik
Council.

10 Warrandyte Diary

MARCH 2021

A digital dystopia for community news
By JAMES POYNER
ON FEBRUARY 25, the Federal
Government passed legislation which
could radically change the digital
media landscape in Australia.
The News Media and Digital Platform
Mandatory Bargaining Code requires
participating news businesses and
digital platforms, such as Google
and Facebook, to negotiate fair
renumeration to news businesses
when digital platforms share their
content.
The Department of Infrastructure,
Transport, Regional Development
and Communications (DITRDC),
provided the Diary with a fact sheet
summarising the reasoning and aims
of the new bargaining code.
“The News Media and Digital
Platforms Mandatory Bargaining
Code will address concerns identified
by the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) in its
July 2019 report on digital platforms.
This report found that a substantial
loss of advertising revenue over the
past 15 years has left many Australian
news businesses struggling to survive.
Spending on print advertising fell
from $7.9 billion in 2005 to just under
$1.9 billion in 2018 according to the
ACCC.
At the same time, digital platforms
are thriving.
Expenditure on online advertising
in Australia rose from around $1
billion in 2005 to $8.8 billion in 2018
according to the ACCC.
In these circumstances, the
Government considered it
unacceptable that digital platforms
continue to earn revenue from news
content produced by Australian
news businesses without fairly
remunerating these businesses.
The ACCC found that this situation
has arisen because of an imbalance
of bargaining power between digital
platforms and news businesses.”
With many regional and syndicated
mastheads restructuring or even
closing completely — local examples
include Leader Group — there are
many stories of failing newspapers to
support the above statement, but some
sectors of Australian print media are
not suffering in the same way.
Small community and not-for-profit
newspaper models have, in many
WARRANDYTE
for the community

by the community

THERE ARE now even more ways to
stay up to date on local issues with
Warrandyte Diary and WD Bulletin.
Join our mailing list
Visit our website and subscribe to
our Mailchimp mailing list.
You will receive information about
when the latest edition is out, as
well as notification for important,
breaking news and events.

cases, demonstrated growth in the
past few years.
This is due to a combination of an
operational model with far fewer
overheads than their commercial
counterparts, and a readership who
have turned more to their local
community newspaper.
Community Newspaper Association
of Victoria (CNAV) of which the
Warrandyte Diary is a member, saw
growth in the last four years, in 2017–18
there were 63 member publications
with a combined average monthly
circulation of 164,795 whereas for
2020–21, this has risen to 71 member
publications with an average monthly
circulation of 177,500.
International test case
The Bargaining Code is the first of its
kind in the world, and many countries
are looking to Australia to see how this
plays out.
Digital platforms have been opposed
to being forced into a commercial
relationship, regulated by a national
government.
The power of digital platforms, and
what they are prepared to do to protect
how they run their platform, was thrust
upon the world on February 25 when,
without warning, Facebook banned
news content in Australia.
The broad definition of what
constitutes news media and news
businesses in the Code meant that
it was not just news businesses
blocked by Facebook; the Bureau
of Meteorology, local government,
charities, unions and even sports
broadcasters found their Facebook
pages empty.
Media businesses, large and small,
were forced to let their readership
know that just because Facebook says
no, does not mean their content is
unavailable.
Warrandyte Diary was one of these
businesses.
While the Diar y does not see
Facebook as a platform we rely on,
many of our readers use Facebook
to stay across news — and many
newspapers put their content on
Facebook because that is where its
audience is.
The Diary team were able to shore
up our news distribution systems
and produced a story about how the
community can stay connected and

informed (see below).
While Facebook has now released the
block on Australian news content (for
now), it is clear the damage has already
been done, and although Warrandyte
Diary is happy to have its Facebook
Page back, the ban has shown there
are better ways to connect with our
audiences.
Small publishers locked out
The deal str uck between the
government and digital platforms has
the potential to generate new revenue
streams for large news businesses.
However, the news industry in
Australia is not just Murdoch and
Fairfax, but readers of the new Code
would struggle to think this was not
the case.
Under the new Code, there are a
series of “tests” news businesses must
pass to qualify for inclusion in the
Code, one of these is a revenue test of
$150,000 annual turnover.
Many community newspapers are
nowhere near this annual figure, and
even some national independent
mastheads struggle to hit this number.
On the surface, the new Code is more
about legislating a better financial
arrangement for the already dominant
commercial media businesses and
not about crafting a fairer media
landscape.
The Diary raised these concerns with
the DITRDC.
A spokesperson for the Minister of
Communications responded to the
Dairy’s questions:
“The Government wants a
sustainable news media industry in
Australia.
“To achieve this, our news businesses
need to be able to compete on a level
playing field.
“At the moment, that isn’t the case.
“We have undertaken an exhaustive
and thorough consultation process in
developing the Code and have listened
carefully to the concerns raised by
many stakeholders.
“ We h av e re s p o n d e d t o a n d
addressed many of their concerns,
and the legislation we have introduced
reflects an appropriate balance.
“The Government believes this
legislation is necessary to support fair
compensation for the use of content
owned by Australian news media
businesses by the digital platforms.”

At a press-conference announcing
the new Code, the Minister for
Communications, Paul Fletcher said:
“The first thing is that the whole
purpose of the mandatory code
process has been to give a strong
incentive to the digital platforms to
do commercial deals with Australian
news media businesses.
“It is an example of the negotiate/
arbitrate model, which is used in
a range of ways within Australian
competition law and policy, and these
technical changes will further give a
strong incentive for those commercial
deals, building on what we have
already seen announced as between
Google and parties like Seven West,
Nine Entertainment Ltd, News Corp,
and The Guardian.
“The second point I would highlight,
is the requirement in the legislation for
the Treasurer to consider the extent
to which commercial deals have been
done, before he makes a decision to
designate, will be important in terms
of smaller and regional publishers.
“ There is a mechanism there
for a default offer for smaller and
regional publishers, and of course,
the Treasurer will be able to have
consideration to whether there are
deals in place not just for the large
publishers but also for those small and
regional publishers.”
While the Minister’s words are
promising for small publishers, the
Code — in its current form — does not
reflect this.
The concern is the new Code uses
words like “recognise”, the Code feels
like digital platforms and — due to the

Ways to stay connected

Subscribe to our RSS Feed
Prefer your news RSS Style?
Join our RSS Feed by selecting the
RSS Link on the homepage.
Using an RSS reader plugin, you can
get news stories fed straight to your
browser, or download an app such
as Feeder to get your local news sent
to your phone.
Then simply link your reader to
warrandytediary.com.au/feed.

Follow us on Google News
Use the Google News app?
Great, so do we.
Subscribe to Warrandyte Diary on
Google News and catch up with our
latest content from the Diary and
WD Bulletin.
You can even set it as a shortcut on
your smartphone screen — putting
the latest Diary news, only a thumb
press away.

Print
Of course the Warrandyte Diary and
the WD Bulletin continue to be in print
and are available from locations all
over Warrandyte, South Warrandyte,
Warranwood, Wonga Park, Kangaroo
Ground, Park Orchards, Research,
Eltham, Templestowe, and Donvale.

mandatory registration process — the
Federal Government’s perception of
whether or not you are a legitimate
news business will come down to a
financial figure.
A similar question was posed to
the Treasurer, Josh Frydenberg at
Thursday’s press conference:
JOURNALIST: So, under this model
then, could it be that Facebook will do
deals with some media organisations
and show their content on its website
and those that it can’t do deals with,
it just won’t show?
JOSH FRYDENBERG: Well, there is a
non-discrimination clause and that
still remains in place, and you can’t
do deals with one party and not do
deals with other parties and not be
subject to the Code.
What we have made clear though,
is that the nature of those deals
between the digital platform and
the individual media business can
be different.
They may involve different products,
they obviously may involve different
sums of money, they may be for a
different length of time.
What we have seen to date with
Google are longer-term deals and
we hopefully will see similar longerterm deals between Facebook and
Australian media businesses.
Hopefully, this new Code is the
beginning of a suite of new legislation
which will create a fairer media
landscape for all Australian news
media.
But as it stands, this new Code will
only further divide a fragmented
media landscape which sees large
commercial businesses profit from
commercial deals with platforms,
while small, independent media is lost
in the digital wilds of social media and
search engine optimisation.
James Poyner has been the coeditor of Warrandyte Diary and WD
Bulletin for four years.
He has also sat on the committee for
Community Newspaper Association
of Victoria (CNAV) for 18 months
where his main portfolio is Editor of
CNAV’s internal newsletter.
CNAVs mission is to empower its 70+
member publications and advocate
for their place in the Australian
media landscape.
WARRANDYTE

bulletin

Find us on the radio
Eastern FM’s Local News segment,
in which Lynnette Haywood delves
into local news stories from local
newspapers, now also features
Warrandyte Diary.
Tune into Eastern FM, Monday to
Friday, at 10:30am and 2:30pm to hear
what local community newspapers
are reporting.
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Warrandyte left out
Something Goes:
Scouts create their own fun of Goldfields World

BY DON HUGHES
WHEN THE Warrandyte Venturer
Scouts learnt that their State-run camp
(called Anything Goes) was cancelled
due to COVID protocols, they bandied
together, and decided that something
must go!
Every year, Venturer Scouts (aged 16
– 18) from around Australia attend this
wonderfully action-packed weekend
of adventurous activities hosted by
the Victorian Venturer Scout section.
Usually held at Lardner Park in
Drouin for over 1,000 Venturers, the
event features helicopter rides, scuba
diving, abseiling et cetera along with
plenty of social and fun activities
such as beach activities, archery and
a Saturday night disco.
Warrandyte Scout Leader Andrew
Yen said:
“Our youth is just dying to get
together, socialise and do stuff!”
In its place Something Goes was
conducted in Warrandyte’s backyard
at Clifford Park on the last weekend
in February.
Venturer Scouts from Warrandyte,
Wo n g a Pa r k , E a s t D o n c a s t e r,
Templestowe and Bulleen attended
and created their own fun and
adventure.
Warrandyte Scout Group Leader,
Chewy Padgham, was particularly
impressed with the abseiling tower.
“Our youth are our future.
“They need all the wonderful
encouragement and stimulus our
community can provide,” he said.
Chewy went on to say how the local
Scout program is growing from the
bottom up.
“Our youngest Joey Scout Mob (aged
5–7) have greatly expanded this year,
feeding into our future Cubs, Scouts,
Venturers and ultimately Rover Scouts”.
On the lifting of the recent fiveday Lockdown, local residents were
amazed to see a flotilla of joyous scouts
merrily floating down the Yarra, on a
balmy summer evening.
The giggles and cries of joy even kept
the tiger snakes at bay.

Heritage bid

Venturers get in the swing of it at Something Goes

New Badge
Warrandyte Scouts have struck a
special 2020 cloth badge to honour the
critical sacrifice made by all Victorians
in 2020.
It symbolises the unique bush and
gold (green and gold) heritage of
Warrandyte, encompassing the hills
and our beloved river.
The depiction of “throwing sticks”
(boomerang and spear) honour our
Wurundjeri past.
Warrandyte Scouts meet at the
Scout Hall in Stiggants Reserve,
Yarra Street:
Joeys: Tuesdays, 5:45pm – 6:45pm
Cubs: Tuesdays, 7pm – 8:30pm
Scouts: Wednesdays, 7pm – 9pm
Venturers: Fridays, 7:30pm – 9:30pm
For more information phone:
1800 SCOUTS or email
gl.warrandyte@scoutsvictoria.com.au

WARRANDYTE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
A DOZEN councils in Central
Victoria are calling for the birthplace
of the 1850s Victorian goldrush to
be given the same international
recognition as Uluru, the Great Barrier
Reef, and the Sydney Opera House,
but Warrandyte’s own Goldfields are
not to be included.
The Warrandyte Historical Society
recently wrote to Manningham
Council to see if it could become a
party to this project and the following
is taken from Council’s response.
“It is our understanding that
preparing a bid for the protection
of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage places to UNESCO is a long
and financially involving process.
The bid currently being prepared
for the gold rush era sites involves
13 Councils in western Victoria,
including Ballarat and Bendigo
Councils, and has been in
development for several years.
It is understood that each Council
provided significant investment in
resources and funding to undertake
research and provide reports to justify
their requests.
UNESCO bids require the support
from the State Government before
they are presented to the Federal
Government for their review.
Should the Federal government agree
to the bid, the request is included on
a list of possible sites for submission
to UNESCO.
The World Heritage committee
of UNESCO meets once a year to
consider applications from around
the world.
Applications presented to UNESCO
can only be submitted by the Federal
Government.
Very detailed documentation is
required in support of a bid.
In addition to the bid advocating
the importance of a site to a nation,

the bid must also compare the site
to other similar sites from around
the World to demonstrate its world
importance.
Although we acknowledge the
historic value of Warrandyte and
its unique gold heritage, we regret to
advise that Manningham Council is
currently not in a position to become
a party to the bid under preparation.
Based on discussions with Ballarat
Council, it is understood that the
process currently undertaken is far
progressed.
This decision is based both on timing
and the unavailability for financial
resources to be provided by Council
to support the level of research and
investigation required to prepare a
bid of this nature.
Irrespective of the above, Council is
committed to working closely with
the Warrandyte Historical Society
to continue to preserve, promote
and celebrate the unique heritage of
Warrandyte through other means.”
Unfortunately, once again
Warrandyte’s place in the State’s gold
history will be overshadowed and
ignored, should the UNESCO bid
succeed.
This story first appeared in the
WHS newsletter

Dog activity centre clubrooms revamped
By DOREEN CHARLWOOD BURGE
IN LATE JANUARY, local group Friends
of Manningham Dogs and Cats
(FOMDAC) was pleased to formally
open their revamped clubrooms at
Aranga Reserve, Donvale.
For merly a kindergar ten, the
clubrooms have been adapted and
updated to provide a meeting room
and outdoor area which are used for
dog-related activities.
Ted Donelan, retired Veterinarian,
former FOMDAC President, and life
member, opened the clubrooms on
January 30.
Next to the clubrooms is the wellused Dog Activity Centre — a fully-

fenced open area where dog owners
can train and exercise their dogs off
lead.
In addition to the large exercise area,
there is some simple agility equipment
and a smaller fenced area for puppies
and small dogs.
Already the clubrooms are regularly
rented by puppy preschool trainers,
dog trainers and breed clubs, which
make use of the large, open, well-lit
space.
The flooring is suitable for dogs —
and any unexpected accidents — there
is a built-in dog wash facility and
drying table, a kitchen, storage rooms
and a very well fenced outdoor area

Less visits, straighter

that is easily supervised from inside
the building.
Thanks go to Manningham Council
for assisting with this excellent facility,
and to Meg Downie and Sue Collier
for seeing this long-term objective of
FOMDAC’s through to fruition.
FOMDAC grew out of Manningham’s
response to the State Government’s
Domestic Animals Act 1994.
In 1996, the Domestic Animal
Strategy was agreed to by Council and
implementation began.
The community representatives on
the steering committee were invited
to become an ongoing advisory group
– so FOMDAC was formed.

smile

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.
1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106

(03) 9846 3811

FOMDAC is open for membership
to all pet-owning (or pet-loving)
Manningham residents so they
can be kept informed of relevant
issues and, together with an active
committee, encourage Council to
consider pets and their owners in
planning, strategy and expenditure.
In 2011, the Aranga Reserve Dog
Activity Centre development was
completed by Council and FOMDAC
given the lease of the rooms.
Now in 2021, the excellently
renovated clubrooms complement
the outdoor Activity Centre.

Lucky pup tries out the
new dog wash
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Thunderstorm and Rug Making Season
Birrarung stories
By JIM POULTER
WHEN I STARTED researching the
Aboriginal seasons in Melbourne
a few years ago, there was a lot of
fragmentary information, and also
some misinformation.
This misinformation was mainly
caused by people having tried to
equate Aboriginal seasons with the
four traditional European seasons.
Fo r i n s t a n c e, t h e Ab o r ig i na l
Protector William Thomas, who took
up his appointment in 1839, had even
translated an Aboriginal word for
autumn.
It does not take much thought to
know that this was patently ridiculous.
Australian trees are not deciduous, so
there are no “autumn leaves”.
Apart from this, the nominal threemonth period from March to May in
Melbourne has a number of different
weather patterns in it — any three
days in Melbourne has — let alone
three months.
What I did know however, was that
Aboriginal seasons were related to
what you had to do in a particular
season, not just the prevailing weather.
I also knew that Aboriginal people
worked by a lunar calendar, although
there is precious little information
recorded about its workings, apart
from the year starting on summer
solstice.
The season about which there
seemed to be the most knowledge
was the Eel Harvest and Inter-clan
Business Season in late summer.
However, there was some confusion
about when eel harvest actually started
and finished.
The strongest consensus though,
was that it went from the middle of
February to the middle of March.
The next easiest season to identify

was Burning-off Season, which in
southeast Australia went from midApril to mid-May.
When I looked at the lunar cycle,
starting at the summer solstice on
December 22, it consists of 13 months
of 28 days.
So the third lunar month goes from
February 16 to March 15.
This was a neat fit with the key eel
harvest period.
The fifth lunar month from April 13
to May 10 was also a neat fit for the
burning-off season.
Nobody had suggested that the eel
harvest went for two months, so the
question arose, was there a missing
season that occupied the fourth lunar
month?
When I looked at the weather records
for this fourth lunar month period
from March 16 to April 12, it seemed to
have its own particular pattern.
This is when there are frequent,
strong west winds, electrical storms,
accompanied by heavy downpours.
It seemed obvious that people would
want to get home from the eel harvest
season before these storms.
No doubt there were plenty of
warning signs in animal behaviour
that would have alerted them to the
coming storms.
I remember being told that before
Cyclone Tracey struck and devastated
Darwin in 1974, all the Aboriginal
people left town.
When asked why, the reply was:
“When the ducks left, we knew we
should too”.
With this possibility of a new season,
I spoke to a few Elders.
Bill Nicholson in particular thought
it made sense of a lot of seemingly
random facts.
Male eels began migrating in early
February, two weeks before the much
larger females, but the males were not
hunted.
This was when the message was sent

Courtesy: State Library of Victoria
Group of Aboriginal men c.1860

out that eel harvest would begin in two
weeks’ time.
The host clan then set about building
smoke houses and catching game, so
that cured meat would be available for
their guests, when they arrived.
At the conclusion of the eel harvest,
and before the first storm struck about
mid-March, the visitors made their
way home.
Life over the next four weeks, during
the period of thunderstorms and heavy
downpours, was mainly village bound.
It was therefore, during this time that
the pelts that had accumulated over
the eel and inter-clan business season
were stitched together as rugs, cloaks,
carry bags and suchlike.

This applied for all clans, whether
hosts or guests.
The work involved also included the
artwork decorating the leather side of
the pelts.
The decorated leather side of a
possum-skin cloak was worn on the
outside, thus giving a waterproof
protection.
The soft fur was therefore worn on
the inside, giving warmth and comfort
against the skin.
It was a matter of some amusement
to Aboriginal people when European
photographers always asked them to
turn their coats inside-out and have
the fur showing for the photograph.
The first signals for the end of

Thunderstorm and Rug Making
Season, and the start of the cool dry
autumn burning off period, were the
nesting behaviour of possums and
tunnelling behaviour of wombats.
From this time on, wombats would
be seen during the daytime either
renovating their burrows or just sunbaking.
However, the actual commencement
of the burning off season in mid-April
each year only began with the advent
of the first morning dew.
Its arrival was the signal that this
moisture would facilitate the slow,
cold-fire burning of the accumulated
dry grasses.
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My favourite butcher

much ado by Katrina Bennett

Get on the beers and beat it

(with apologies to Micheal Jackson, Weird Al Yankovic and anyone alive in the 80s)
DAN TOLD US “you can’t leave your house”
“Don’t want you to go to work, you can’t have a beer”
There is exhaustion in his eyes, but the rules aren’t very clear
We’ve got to beat it, just beat it.
You better run, within 5km if you can
Have a coffee at Riverview, don’t forget your mask man
Sausage rolls at the Bakery, cake at Wazza Café while you can
So, let’s beat it, that COVID is quite bad.
Just beat it (beat it), beat it, (beat it)
But I prefer Weird Al Yankovic’s version
Let’s have breaky at Now and Not Yet
A pizza at Bocca and a curry from Indian Affair
The calories can come and chase me
Cos I really don’t care
Just eat it (eat it)
(repeat)
The virus is out to get me, I have to stay at home
I don’t wanna go to work anyway, gonna sleep while I can
The kids really love home schooling, they think I’m
teacher of the year
We need to beat it, just beat it
I’ve got to shop local, click and collect with dramatic flare
I’m playing with my finances, show the locals I really care
Uber Eats won’t take my money, they laugh at me and say
“North Warrandyte? We don’t deliver out there”
So, let’s beat it but I’m feeling kinda sad

Just eat it (eat it)
(repeat)
(Where’s the menu for Mings?)
I’m gonna walk along the river
Enjoy my two hours out in the sun
I can’t do up my pants properly
The calorific damage has been done.
Let’s get that heart rate up, so it’s beating

Just beat it (beat it), beat it, (beat it)
Don’t want Lockdown 4.0, my Job Keeper’s been deleted
Promised the family I’d learn to cook
I’m off to Warrandyte Meats, I’m not defeated.

The anti-vaxxers are out to get me
The anti-maskers want to fight
The helicopters are flying overhead
It doesn’t matter who is wrong or right.

The BBQ’s gone up in flames, the meat’s beyond a char
The salad’s so limp, it won’t even toss
Even the kookas refuse to touch it
It’s time to show ‘em who’s the boss

Just beat it (beat it), beat it, (beat it)
Don’t you make me repeat it
I want to get on the beers
Be at the Grand Hotel and be seated.

BY ZEUS
CANINE CORRESPONDENT
WANDERING ALONG the Yarra with
my human, we saw a sprightly man
dressed in a fancy waist coat and
trinket adorned hat humming a lively
ditty whilst collecting sticks.
I recognised him instantly.
The King of Warrandyte Festival,
w o r l d - re n ow n e d b u t c h e r a n d
entertainment entrepreneur —
Tommy “T” Bone!
Born in Edinburgh, in 1931, Tommy’s
Scottish accent tickles my ears when
he sings a song or recites a poem.
He also magically finds a mouth
organ in one of his many pockets and
plays a wide melody of catchy ditties.
Tom did his purveyor of fine meats
(butchering) apprenticeship in
Scotland and immigrated to Australia
in 1952, where he landed a job with
Tom Lloyd of Box Hill.
He has worked at numerous butcher
shops in Victoria and later became
head butcher at the Heidelberg
Repatriation Hospital.
Settling in Keen Avenue in 1953,
he often visits Aged Care facilities to
entertain residents.
Tommy is an ardent fan of the
eminently readable works of Henry
Lawson (1867–1922).
Tommy’s favourite recitable poem is
The Shearers Dream.
With an encyclopaedic memory of
Lawson’s poems and songs, he can
entertain enthralled audiences for
hours.
“Lawson’s literary works reveal he
knew intimately the real Australia, and
was its greatest minstrel.
“He sang of its wide spaces, its dense
bush, its droughts, its floods, as a lover
sings of his mistress.
“Above all he wrote of the dauntless
spirit of Australians…. He was the
people’s poet,” stated William Morris
Hughes, Prime Minister of Australia,
in his eulogy at Henry Lawson’s State
funeral on September 4, 1922, in

Sydney’s St Andrew’s Cathedral.
Tommy “T” Bone does not feed me,
but he keeps me excitedly entertained.
One of a number of notable butchers
in Warrandyte.
Shane, and another Tommy,
along with their bubbly team from
Warrandyte Quality Meats, next to
the White Owl café in Goldfields, are
multi-award-winning butchers.
They produce value-added meats
and other high-quality meat products
such as hams, bacon, kabana and
sausages along with my favourite,
free-range and organic meats.
Shane only lets me window-shop
but he saves really huge, and yummy,
bones — just for us canines.
The other boucherie I like to visit
is Quinton’s SUPA IGA with their
wonderful meat, delicatessen and fine
cuisines section.
Having a part time job in the store,
cleaning up crumbs under those hard
to get at shelves — particularly in the
biscuit and dog food isles — gives me
special privileges to help with quality
control duties at the delicatessen.
All the deli staff spoil me and
have been given special permission
from Julie (the Boss lady) to let me
undertake these important duties.
As a fully qualified Assistance Dog,
knowing our local butchers is both a
privilege, and fun.
It is a positive canine strategy to keep
in the good books with our favourite
butchers.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR
OUR EXPANDED STORE

Our new Complete
Home Loan…
…takes care of you completely. Great rates and 100% offset make
the Complete Home Loan one of our most exciting home loans yet!
So whether you’re buying your ﬁrst or next home, reﬁnancing or
investing, the Complete Home Loan has you covered.

Chat to a home loan specialist today, phone Cam on
0478 435 006 or search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Community Bank • Warrandyte

Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is current as at 7 September
2020 and may be subject to change. Full details available on application. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited
ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1419239 OUT_1853459, 18/02/2021

Have you seen our store?
The largest Op Shop in the area.
We run the best free food program with the help of
SecondBite.
Kids play area.
Staffroom and amenities for volunteers.
Variety of tasks in a cohesive team. Looking for
people who enjoy interacting with customers.
Applications on-line or pop in to have a chat with
one of the volunteers.
www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au/opshop.html
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Coping with uncertainty
mental health
By STEPHANIE FOXLEY
MCouns, MACA
UNCERTAINTY causes enormous
stress on our mental health.
When we are unsure of what the
future holds, or even what each week
may present to us, our mental health
and wellbeing comes under pressure.
Making plans that are then squashed
by yet another lockdown, can cause a
variety of emotions.
Be they anger, disappointment, fear
or anxiety; they have an evident effect
on our psyche.
Anger might possibly be the first
reaction to more restrictions on our
freedom.
The temptation to hit out at the
decision makers and the health
advisors.
Are they being dictatorial or are they
being sensible?
Both sides of the argument have
fair cause.
Disappointment is bound to occur
if plans had been made.
Weddings, christenings, funerals,
births or birthdays — family gatherings
in general that are disrupted or
cancelled by another lockdown are
sure to create disappointment.
The elderly or sick may feel
disappointed in not being able to be
visited by family.
Grandparents disappointed without
being able to see their children and
grandchildren.
While holidays seem something
of the past, you might wonder if the
freedom of travel will ever happen
again.
Just as previous crises or wars have
curtailed our freedoms, it is important
to acknowledge that they do all
eventually end.
The disappointment over cancelled
overseas trips, will subside and once
again, in time, it will be possible
to reunite with family or friends,
or simply take that long-awaited
holiday.

Disappointment though, can leave
us with a sense of loss.
Grief can develop from
disappointment.
Fear from the unknown can also
cause enormous stress or anxiety.
The unanswered question “if life will
ever return to normal?”
“Will I contract COVID-19 if I venture
out from the safety of my home, or
even my town?”
Fear of the virus spreading to our
families — for some it might have
already.
Fear spreads through our bodies like
a “disease” in its own rights, it can stop
us from thinking clearly, it can make
us unpredictable.
Anxiety may be another reaction to
uncertainty.
Those already struggling with
mental health issues may experience
increased anxiety for what the future
holds.
Anxiety can lead to a range of
irrational behaviours.
What is certain, is that anxiety can
get in the way of effective decision
making or being able to cope on a
day-to-day basis.
The debilitating effects of anxiety
can be enormous and should not be
underestimated.
What symptoms did you notice
when the latest lockdown occurred?
They are naturally, different for
everyone.
How does the media add to the stress
of these constraints on your life?
Do the decisions of the government
frustrate you?
Or are you in support of the actions
taken by our leaders?
What decisions would you make if
you were in charge?
With frustration, it is always easier
to criticise than to create solutions.
However, thinking through possible
solutions is a way to perhaps maintain
positivity when all else seems so
uncertain.
Do the pressures of social media
have an influence on how you feel?
Is peer pressure a stimulus to your
reactions?

Does the representation of the
situation vary on each news channel
you view?
How do you know if the decisions
being taken are the right ones?
Especially when they negatively
affect our freedom and lifestyle.
Confusion comes hand in hand
with uncertainty.
So, without taking the time to
delve deeply into the statistics or
into the latest medical research it is
easy to jump to conclusions through
confusion or misinformation.
It i s e a s y t o j u d g e w i t h o u t
knowledge.
One thing for sure is that coping
with uncertainty is not easy.
Coping with uncertainty has
implications on our mental health
and our ability to function with a
well-balanced approach to life.
Seeking help to maintain that
balance is a positive and proactive
thing to do.
If you are struggling with
uncertainty or with any of the feelings
or emotions that it causes, seek help.
Talk to someone, a friend, a doctor,
or a counsellor, anyone who will
listen without judgement to your own
personal struggles with uncertainty.

Library of Things:
Donation’s Wanted

E XC I T I N G T I M E S a h e a d f o r
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
— our Library of Things (LOT) is
about to kick off.
If you have not heard about this
new project it’s an amazing initiative
that operates like a regular library,
only instead of books it loans out
cooking gadgets, appliances and
reusable party supplies.
The idea behind this project is to
encourage locals in their cooking
endeavours, while also saving them
from spending money on one off
purchases and increasing more stuff
to throw out into landfill.
We are currently seeking donations
to add to our inventory items, so
if you have any unwanted kitchen

items that you would like to add to
our collection please email us your
details.
We appreciate all offers of good
quality new or second-hand items
for the Library.
Please note, with limited space
we need to be selective and cannot
accept all donations, so it is important
to contact us before bringing your
potential donation along.
We ask that your donation is new or
in good/great condition and cleaned.
We can’t accept anything that is
stained, discoloured, torn or broken.
The Library aims to stock a wide
variety of items which are useful
to people occasionally, within the
following broad categories:
• Cooking
• Party supplies
• DIY
• Outdoors
• Sports / leisure
If you have something to donate,
email admin@wnh.org.au with
an item description, brand and its
condition.

Stephanie Foxley has lived and
worked in the Manningham
district for over 20 years.
Now relocated to Queensland
she continues to offer online
counselling services via Zoom.
Medibank, Bupa, Police Health
Fund and Doctor’s Health fund
accredited.
Member of ACA and CCAA,
Provisional member of PACFA
Mobile: 0407 921 122
Email:
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Beyond Blue: 1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: (12-25 years)
1800 650 890
Coronavirus Health Information
Line: 1800 020 080
Health and Human Services:
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Rotary hosts Australia Day lunch for community volunteers
THE ROTARY CLUBS of Templestowe,
Warrandyte Donvale, and
Manningham Rotaract organised
an Australia Day lunch at Doncaster
Shoppingtown Hotel.
They received a grant from the
National Australia Day Council to help
run the event, enabling representatives
and clients of community groups to
join them as guests.
The event was organised to recognise
the contribution of community groups
in our area, to show respect for all
Australians, to unite Australians, and to

celebrate what it is to be an Australian.
Invitees enjoyed a two-course meal
and some wonderful entertainment
from the Rosewood Trio, along with
some video linkage to Rotary guest
speakers and additional entertainment
from notable Australians such as
Marina Prior.
The event was a huge success with
159 people joining in the celebration,
105 from community groups and 54
Rotarians and partners.
Local Rotary groups wish to thank
the following community groups for
attending the lunch: Communities
Council on Ethnic Issues,
Connecting Manningham, Days for
Girls Doncaster, Doncaster RSL,
Manningham Neighbourhood Watch,
Manningham U3A, REAL Inc, St Marks’

Church Templestowe, St Timothy’s
Anglican Church Bulleen, St Vincent
de Paul’s Doncaster, Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House, and Women’s
Friendship Group.
It was also announced that the
late Margaret Cunningham, wife of
Rotarian James Cunningham, received
a posthumous OAM for her work with
women and girls – specifically the Days
for Girls program.
Margaret was well known to the
Rotary community and her award is
well deserved.
Rotary is extremely grateful to the
Australia Day Council for sponsoring
the event, which enabled them to
recognise so many amazing people in
our community, and also to celebrate
100 years of Rotary in Australia.

Members of the Warrandyte Neighbourhood House having a great time

Letters to the Diary must include full name, address and
phone number, even if not intended for publication. Content
may be edited for reasons of style, length or legality.
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

your say
Thank you

New members welcome

The Green family would like to thank
the Diary for the extensive tributes to
Cliff following his death in December.
Thanks to those who sent in their
various reminiscences of their times
with him.
He would have been very touched.
Thanks also to those who have passed
on their condolences in various other
ways.

The Lions Club of Warrandyte would
like to invite any interested members
of the wider community to join us in
2021.
At the moment, we have 10 vacancies
in our Community Lions Club for
people with an interest in helping
others and raising money for not only
local persons in need of support,
but anywhere assistance is needed,
through our magnificent Op Shop.
For those of you who have been
watching the redevelopment of
Lions Park down near the bridge you
may have noticed the installation
of four pieces of exercise work-out
equipment installed by Council.

Judy Green
Warrandyte

The $45,000 for the equipment
was donated by the Lions Club of
Warrandyte, from the Op Shop and
with the support of the Warrandyte
Community Market.
So if you think you like to help your
community and be able to attend
a meeting for a couple of hours
a month and participate in Club
activities, including at the Op Shop,
you would be made most welcome.
Our meetings are held at Bocca Italian
Restaurant, near IGA, on second
Tuesday each month at 7:30pm.
RSVP to Mr Denis Robertshaw Club
Membership Coordinator
0407 533 342.
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A “tour de Vic” to help fight MS
By JAMES POYNER
PARK ORCHARDIAN Jack Whelan
is embarking on a mammoth cycle
this month, in support of charities
MS Australia and Outside the Locker
Room.
Setting off from Lake Hume on March
9 and averaging 145km a day, Jack will
embark on a 2,043km tour of Victoria,
taking in the state’s north and west
before following the Bass Strait and
the iconic Great Ocean Road back
to Melbourne — finally pulling up
outside the Grand Hotel Warrandyte
on March 23 for a well-deserved drink
and celebration/fundraiser.
Jack originally planned to cycle from
Warrandyte to Noosa in 2020, but due
to border restrictions, this was simply
not possible.
While staying within Victoria may
not feel as “big”, Jack’s Victorian
journey is, surprisingly, longer than
his original plan.
Multiple Sclerosis (MS) is a chronic
disease which affects the nervous
system and there are currently around
26,500 Australians fighting the disease.
MS is a lifelong condition and, while
not fatal, the nature of the disease

means that some people are at higher
risk of dying of complications from
other illnesses.
Jack’s connection to MS is through
his cousin, Robert Burns, who
was diagnosed with the disease in
2011/12 and eventually succumbed to
pneumonia in 2017, aged 34.
“Roberts decline was rapid.
He started walking with a walking
stick and a trip to the grocery store
became an impossible task.
Playing the guitar was no longer
possible.
Within months, he could no longer
drive, he could no longer live alone
and had to move back in with his
mum and dad.
His condition continued to
deteriorate.
He needed a walking frame, and
then a wheelchair when he could no
longer stand.
MS affected his vision dramatically
and he wore the thickest glasses.
His ability to perform even the most
basic tasks were depleted.
He needed to be to be fed, showered,
shaved by mum and dad.
Eventually though came the point

Charity lunch
aims to empower women
By MARTINE CORBETT
ACROSS THE global stage, women’s
empowerment continues to be a
common theme uniting communities
and Jane Caro AM is a woman known
for saying what’s on her mind.
Best known for her appearances
on Q&A, Gruen Transfer, The Project,
Channel Seven’s Weekend Sunrise
and Mornings on Channel Nine, Jane
is one of Australia’s most influential
social commentators.
Doncare is thrilled to present Jane
as keynote speaker for Empowered
Women, Empowering Women.
The charity luncheon will be held
at Bramleigh Estate on Friday, June
4, 2021 and promises to be a fabulous
occasion.

Jane Caro

Comedian, Jo Stanley will host
the event and 2015 Australian of the
Year, Rosie Batty AO will appear as
special guest.
Gather your friends together and
enjoy a three-course meal and wine.
Funds raised support Doncare.
Tickets available at
www.ewew2021.eventbrite.com.au

he was too frail to get out of bed.
His room turned into a mini
hospital ward.
By 32 he required high-level nursing
care.
There were of course many medical
treatments tried along the way
in the hope they would slow the
progress of his MS.
He started out with monthly
infusions, then tried other
medication treatments.
He had regular physiotherapy
sessions and he even tried the
Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS)
surgery, which is generally used for
Parkinson’s patients.
DBS made some difference with
the type of tremor and he was able
to spray his nicotine spray in his
mouth again and adjust his glasses
without yelling out to mum, but the
biggest effect, was with his eyes and
vision.
His eyes would dart from side to side
if the DBS machine was off.
Through all of this, he still had his
sense of humour.
In fact, he was the happiest I
remember him.
On July 22, 2017 aged 34, after a

stint in hospital with pneumonia,
Robert’s body gave up and he left us.”
Jack is also raising money for Outside
the Locker Room, a charity which
provides mental health education and
welfare support to sporting clubs and
schools across Australia.
“I have had my own battles with
mental health.
Diagnosed with Generalised Anxiety
Disorder in early 2017, I understand
how crippling and life changing it can
be, and just how alone you can feel.
It is organisations like Outside the
Locker Room that are providing our
current and future generations with
the artillery to deal with mental
health and reducing the stigma
that still surrounds anxiety and
depression.
So, in honour of my family and
friends who have been affected
by mental health and Multiple
Sclerosis, and in honour of the ones
who we have lost.
You will all be very much in our
thoughts, in our quest to raise
as much money and equally as
important, awareness around both
organisations.”

Jack’s Miles for Smiles ride had a
goal of raising $50,000 which would
then be divided 50/50 between the
two charities.
At time of printing, Jack has raised
$79,500, but every cent counts, and
so he is now aiming to raise $100,000
in total.
Details about Jack’s ride and a
link to the website where you can
donate to his cause can be found
at www.facebook.com/Miles-forSmiles-106216371138548

Thank You, Warrandyte Cricket Club
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
IT WAS LOVELY to read in February’s
Diary a thank you to me for my
contribution to the WCC Business
Directory.
I think I have produced it for the past
15 years, but in conjunction with John
Chapman for the first two.
H e w a s a l s o a b a c k- u p a n d
p ro o f re a d e r f o r t h e D i re c t o r y
throughout.
It was a tricky job, the invoices being
done from John’s house, the actual
format being done from Robert White’s
office — Robert had been doing this
for many more years than I had been
involved — and the follow-ups from
my house.
However, a discussion with John
along with the discovery of old
Directories that his mum had kept —
the oldest one being 1958 — reveals
that the Directory began a long time
prior to the eighties and that numerous
people, mainly Chapmans in recent

times, were involved in its production.
My mother had them hanging on the
inside of her broom cupboard for as
long as I could remember, and I believe
that they have hung behind the pantry
door in most Warrandyte homes.
Although we are not sure who
produced it prior to 1975, Jean
Chapman took it on then until 1980,
Geoff Day handled it for 1981 and 82,
Wally Cornhill 83 and 84, Steve Pascoe
86 to 89.
The Chapman family stepped in
again — Jenny, Tim, Chris and John
— from 1990 until 2005 or 2006, when
John asked if I would like to take it on.
Although at times a frustrating job,
the end result was always worth it.
I was able to connect with many
more locals, employing many of them
myself for building, electrics, painting,
plumbing, JP’s etc.
So, here’s to the WCC Business
Directory continuing its journey for a
long time to come.

The 1958 Cricket Directory
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Pottery Expo celebrates 21 years by the river
By JO FRENCH
THE 21ST POTTERY Expo was held
on the riverbank on the last weekend
of February, with ceramic artists from
around Australia showcasing their
work to, what organisers say, was the
biggest crowd ever.
With live music, 70 stands filled with
spectacular creations, demonstrations,
talks and a weekend of sunshine and
minimal restrictions, it was “a buzz”.
“These are the biggest crowds we
have ever seen and I’m anticipating
more sales than I’ve ever seen also,”
says event coordinator Jane Annois.
“This is great for the local businesses
too; the cafes and shops have also
benefitted this weekend.”
Along Yar ra St the cafes and
restaurants were brimming, and Andi
from Calla Collective said: “There is a
good energy here this weekend, it has
certainly lifted the atmosphere around
the place.
“There is more excitement in the
conversations, there is a buzz, and we
need a bit of a buzz.”
There seemed to be a giddiness
amongst the crowd, perhaps it was
the mixture of sunshine and the
opportunity to just be out, somewhere
beautiful, amongst lots of people, and
feel safe.
As a passer-by bumped into me and
apologised profusely, she laughed and
said, “I think I need to learn how to do
crowds again.”
Perhaps she is right, I walked into
people and lost track of my companion
several times.
Minna Graham, from Daylesford, is
an Expo stalwart and says the weekend
was “crazy, busy and fun!”
“It has been amazing,” she said,
as she continued wrapping items in
tissue paper.
“Everyone is just happy to be out.
“Maybe it’s that and that there is a
new appreciation for ceramics.
“Over the last few years people are
loving and appreciating ceramics
more.”
As Minna ties a package carefully
with her trademark black ribbon, a
customer smiles, and says,
“It really is good to be out and about,

and the works here are just beautiful.”
Adam Cox (South Gippsland) has
been exhibiting at the Expo for over
ten years and says the weekend has
been fantastic.
“People are keen to come out and do
something out of lockdown,
“It is always a good weekend and
a great opportunity to meet other
potters.”
Sunday lunchtime, and his stall is
almost empty, so Adam strategically
places the few remaining items for sale
a little further apart to fill the space.
“I’m almost cleaned out,” he said
happily.
“It’s months’ worth of work, it’s the
biggest event of the year and I have
been keeping my nicest pieces for this.”
Special guests this year were
Australian members of the
International Academy of Ceramics
(IAC).
The Academy is the principal
organisation representing the interests
of ceramics worldwide.
Based in Geneva, the IAC is an official
partner with UNESCO in the cultural
sector.
Jane Annois has been a member
of the Academy for two years and is
honoured to be part of such a global
community of ceramic artists that
focus on networking, education and
raising the standards of excellence
within the art.
Jane is thrilled to have an exhibition
of such high-end ceramics from many

of the Australian members of the
Academy at the Expo.
“There are 12 Australian IAC member
artists represented here this weekend
and it is very exciting.
“Collectors have been here, buying
this weekend, and it has lifted the
profile of the Expo.
“It has also been very inspiring for the
potters to see these works, which are
rarely seen together, in one exhibition.”
Sally Wise, from Preston, is also a
member of the IAC and has been a
ceramist since she was 17 years old.
Her journey star ted when an
influential teacher in high school
introduced her to the art.
She went on to study a four-year
ceramics degree, and says, “it’s been
my passion and obsession ever since”.
“It is exciting to have higher end
ceramics at the Expo,” said Sally, “and
nice to see collectors here, buying.”
Prize-winners
Winner of the Warrandyte Lions Best
Presented Stand was Tian You, from
Tian Ceramics, Footscray.
Tian says, “It is always the best event
of the year.
“It takes months to prepare and this
is the grand opening of my new work.
“It was very well received, there were
lots of customers first thing on Saturday
morning, determined to get in early.”
The Potters Prize is the peer favourite,
voted by the potters, and this year’s
winner is Arnaud Barraud, from
Kalorama.

Arnaud’s prize is a piece from last
year’s winner, and he in turn will
donate a piece for next year’s winner.
Su Hanna (Bendigo) and Marina
Pribaz (Daylesford) shared the Michael
Hallam INCA Award for innovative
contemporary ceramics, presented by
the Warrandyte Riverside Market.
Su is one of a small group of wood-fire
ceramists represented at the Expo, with
fellow guest artists Sandy Lockwood,
Rob Barron and Jann Kesby.
Wood firing is ceramics at a whole
other level, it is earthy and rough.
Someone explained to me that
wood firers see “the beauty in the
natural colours of ‘brown’ and in the
complexity of ‘rough’”.
Many wood-fired ceramists design
and build their own kilns and after
the backbreaking work of collecting,
carrying and splitting wood, are known
to have a moment of ceremony as they
light the match.
Su says, “You have to be a bit crazy
to be a wood-firer.”
“Just splitting the wood is a lot of

Stoneware pots by Marlize Myburgh

Jane Annois

work, and we are limited with the fire
season.
“We have to time it and try and get it
done before it hits.
Su and her husband take it in shifts,
day, and night, stoking the fire, keeping
it to temperature for four days.
“It’s a lot of work,” she repeats, and
pauses, “and a lot of wood prep”.
Another pause.
I sense that the work of the firing stays
with her long after the fire has gone,
and as she looks at the piece in front of
her, she says quietly, “but you can’t get
the random surfaces, and those colours
that I love any other way.
“It’s worth it.”
As I leave her stall, I realise making art
is hard, and I have a fresh appreciation
for both the art and the artist.
Once again, The Pottery Expo was a
huge success, and the riverbank was
alive with music and colour and stalls
and people.
Quite simply, it was pure fun, and the
people were visibly happy.
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Elka looks at stoneware flowers by Donna Parker

Ceramic mirror by Niky Hepi

Decorated platter by Angela Nagel

Adam McComb and Jay Smith

Sally Walk from the IAC

Ceramic barn own by Damien Santamaria
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Older women celebrated in art
By SUSAN FOREMAN
LOCAL ARTIST Denise Keele-bedford
will be speaking as part of the Flesh
after Fifty exhibition at Abbotsford
Convent on the evening of March 18.
T h e e x h i b i t i o n e x p l o re s a n d
challenges negative stereotypes of
aging while celebrating and promoting
positive images of older women
through art.
The way in which artists portray older
women often reflects public attitudes.
Images of older women have
changed over the last century as
fashion, community, politics and
society have changed.
Much of the time, images of older
women are absent altogether.
Some artists, however, are able to

rise above fashion and convention
to externalise personal desires and
aspirations that challenge received
perceptions and expectations.
Flesh after Fifty brings to the fore
images that need revisiting or have
been overlooked, accompanied by
curatorial discourse and community
engagement in a series of forums,
events and essays by key academics,
artists and community leaders
exploring the politics and social
impact around the construction of
images of older women, addressing
this topic in the pursuit of a new visual
dynamic and appreciation of the older
female form.
Denise will be participating in the
discussion forum Preserving Your

Future — Legacy planning for older
women artists.
The panel will explore the complex
layers of legacy planning for artists,
in particular addressing the barriers
faced by older women artists.
Designed as an introduction to
the myriad of issues to consider and
navigate, the forum will provide
preliminary information and case
studies on the requirements of law,
copyright, moral rights, conservation
and archiving, and planning with the
future managers of your estate.
Denise is a long-standing Women’s
Art’s Register and has been involved
in professional practice and support
for other women artists for many
decades, as well as spending a lot of

time on her own archives and legacy,
and will discuss some of the issues and
challenges involved from an artists’
perspective.
Joining Denise on the panel will be
Assoc. Professor Kate MacNeill (Uni of
Melb), who will share her knowledge
and expertise in this area, as well as
other artists and members of And Also
Presents and the Women’s Art Register.
The exhibition at the Abbotsford
Convent is open daily until April 11.
For more information and links to
event bookings visit
www.fleshafterfifty.com

Pictured: Keep Young and Beautiful if
you want to be Loved, Penny Byrne

Mechanics’ Arts Expo Postponed
By ADRIAN RICE
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
and Arts Association
WE HAVE HAD to reluctantly postpone
the Arts EXPO because of continued
uncertainty regarding Coronavirus
restrictions.
Our event was entirely indoors and
is aimed to be a “Recovery Event”
involving people coming through our
doors to experience what WMIAA has
to offer.
Restricting entr y is obviously
counterproductive to our intent
therefore.
We want to thank Manningham for
its understanding in allowing us to
modify the grant submission.
Also, thanks to our performers who
we will welcome to the stage later in
the year.
We cannot provide precise new dates
yet, but mid-November is favourite.
By that time, many of us should
be vaccinated, protected and much
more confident venturing indoors for
entertainment.

At the moment, the Warrandyte
Theatre Company is in rehearsal for
a delightful play Love Letters by AR
Gurney.
This is a special play, the rights to
which have been difficult to obtain.
We welcome Jeanne Snider, George
Benca, Reg Ellery and Rosey Cullinan
to the stage March 18–27.
In this play we listen to Andy and
Melissa read the letters they wrote to
each other, starting in primary school
and extending until late middle age.
A different sort of love affair, played
out mainly on paper.
This play has been perfect for a
pandemic — just two actors and no
breathless intimacy — simply moving
and charming dialogue constructed
from the many letters they write to
each other.
There are effectively two productions
of the same show with different actors
but the same director, me; Adrian Rice.
See Page 19 for details or visit
warrandytehallarts.asn.au/theatre

Come Together for Beatlez by the Bridge
By DON HUGHES
LISTEN, do you want to know a secret?
The Beatlez are back in the USSR
Warrandyte.
It will be a hard day’s night at the
Warrandyte RSL on Sunday, March 28.
February 28 saw the sensational
re-launch of the Bands by the Bridge
program, when Greg Champion and
the Useful Members of Society played
to a packed house.
All 100 pre-purchased tickets were
snapped up through trybooking.com,
and it was a star-studded event.
The Warrandyte Women’s Cricket
Team attended en masse, after a
gruelling day on the field and said they
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Also, the team from Ethos Building,
who recently renovated the RSL
clubrooms, attended to ensure their
award-winning work was put to good
use.
Unfortunately, due to COVID
restrictions, a handful of patrons who

missed out on tickets were unable to
be admitted.
This month, Warrandyte music
fanatics are in for a treat.
Sergeant Peppers and the LonelyHearts Club Band (The Beatlez) will
take you on a magical mystery tour
back to Yesterday.
Tickets are $10 each through
t r y b o o ki n g . c o m a n d mu s t b e
purchased in advance and presented
on arrival.
Drinks are available at RSL prices,
along with a sausage sizzle and cheese
platters.
An over 18s event — doors open at
4pm and strictly close at 8pm.
Book early for the Beatlez on March
28, as again, numbers are restricted to
100 patrons.
Ob-La-Di, Ob-La-Da!
Look out for open mike nights
returning every second Thursday.

7th AnnivEARsary Celebration
Helped thousands of happy locals with all
ears and hearing issues for 7 years

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

It’s time to enjoy hearing your best too
Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic

Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte
www.ivoryhearing.com.au

Let us help you
see a better 2021
Opening hours: Tue, Thurs, Fri 10am–5pm, Sat 9am–1pm
Ph 9844 4422 warrandyte@eyeson.com.au
Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run
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what’s happening
Event: Art in the Time of COVID-19
Where: Montsalvat
7 Hillcrest Ave, Eltham
Date: Daily until April 7
Info: Nillumbik Council presents works of artists reflecting on
the time of COVID-19
Event: Empty Streets and Stacked Chairs
Where: Manningham Art Gallery
687 Doncaster Road, Doncaster
Date: Daily until March 27
Info: Photographers Bill McAuley and David Wadelton
documented Manningham during lockdown.

OELLEN, CRCC AND
MAROONDAH CITY COUNCIL
PRESENT THE

NDAH
MAROO
YOUTH XPO
ER E
C A R EThur

sday , 18 Mar ch
202 1
5.30p m - 8.30p m

Centra l Ringw ood
Commu nity Centre
Bedfor d Park, Rosew
arne Lane, Ringw
ood

The first step towards the rest of your life!
FREE Event!
Registrations essential at
www.oellen.org.au/events

15 - 2 5
o ld s

Job panel and Q&A
Employers and career experts
Apprenticeship guidance
Resume advice
Women in trades
Body language expert

Contacts:

year

info@oellen.org.au
Phone: 8578 6844

Maroondah Community
Development Grant
Recipient

Event: Computers for absolute beginners
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Date: Tuesdays ongoing
Time: 11am
Info: Gain the confidence and skills to get online. This class
is a safe space to learn with no computer skills needed, for
people aged 50+. Free, but booking required
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Event: Gardening Club
Where: Warrandyte Community Garden,
Police Street, Warrandyte
Date: Tuesdays ongoing
Time: 11am
Info: Meet new people, learn or share gardening skills and
help grow produce to share with community organisations.
Cost $20 per year.
Bookings at www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Event: IWD Celebration: Sip N’ Paint
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Date: Thursday, March 11
Time: 6:30pm-9pm
Info: Art, cake, complimentary glass of bubbles. Cost $67
Bookings at www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Event: Wildlife Action
Where: St Andrews Hall
Date: March 14
Time: 2pm
Info: The St Andrews and surrounding community are
banding together to get council to take action and make our
roads safer — not just for our wildlife, but for everyone.
Bring along your plans for action — we need solutions now.
Event: Love Letters
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
Date: March 18,19,20, 25, 26, 27
Time: 8pm,
Matinee March 27, 2:30
Info: Love Letters is a charming, simple and moving play. Our
actors read the letters written by Andy and Melissa throughout
their lives, from primary school to adulthood, as their lives
take very different paths.
Tickets $25 ($20 conc.) warrandytehallarts.asn.au

Let’s Stay
Connected Fund (LSCF)
Grant recipient

Event: Youth Careers Expo
Where: Central Ringwood
Community Centre
Bedford Park, Rosewarne Lane,
Ringwood
Date: March 18
Time: 5:30pm to 8:30pm
Info: This event will provide local
youth with engagement and
networking opportunities, support
services and information to assist job
seekers, as well as skills, tools, and
confidence to improve employability
prospects. Bookings essential.
oellen.org.au/events

Event: This Girl Can – Beginners MTB
Where: Departs from Bealsley’s Nursery
Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte
Date: Saturday, March 27
Time: 9am–11am
Info: Ladies’ Beginners Mountain Bike skills session.
Register free at warrandytemtb.com.au/events
Event: Fluid Art - Kids Mini Easter Workshop
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Date: Saturday, March 27
Time: 9:30am
Info: One-hour workshop for children aged three plus and
their carers to make some fluid art Easter eggs of your very
own. A simple introduction into the world of acrylic pouring,
complete with written notes so you can continue to practice
at home. All children must be accompanied by a guardian on
the day. All materials supplied. BYO apron or smock to protect
clothing. Cost $30
Bookings at www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Event: This Girl Can – Intermediate MTB
Where: Departs from Smiths Gully General Store
Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Road, Smiths Gully
Date: March 27 1pm–3:30pm
Info: Ladies Intermediate Mountain Bike ride.
Register free at warrandytemtb.com.au/events
Event: Ghost Towns of the Midwest
Where: Kellybrook Winery
Fulford Rd, Wonga Park
Date: March 27 1pm–4:30pm
Info: Musical performance. Free entry with food and
drink purchases. Table seating only — bookings highly
recommended. www.kellybrookwinery.com.au
Event: Bands by the Bridge: Beatlez
Where: Warrandyte RSL
Date: March 28
Time: 4pm to 8pm
Info: Tickets are $10 each through trybooking.com and must
be pre-purchased in advance.
See page 18 for more information.

Event: Sustainability Fair
Where: Central Ringwood
Community Centre
Bedford Park, Rosewarne Lane,
Ringwood
Date: March 28
Time: 10am to 2pm
Info: Bedford Park Community
Garden as part of Central Ringwood
Community Centre will be hosting
our third annual Local Sustainability
Fair. This year’s Fair will be a special
Living Local COVID Recovery event,
meaning that while retaining its
Family Friendly Fair Fun and Free
Entry, we will also incorporate wellness, community building
and cultural aspects this year.
Event: Repair Cafe
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
Date: April 4
Time: 10:30am to 12:30pm
Info: What do you do with a broken toaster? Or with a bike
when the wheel runs out of true? Or with a sweater full of
moth holes? Toss it? No way! Bring along your broken items
from home. Toasters, lamps, hair dryers, clothes, bikes, toys,
crockery... anything that is broken is welcome. And can more
than likely be repaired. The Repair Café specialists almost
always have the know-how.
Event: Nillumbik Artists’ Open Studios
Where: Various locations across Nillumbik
Date: April 24-15, May 1-2, 8-9
Over 30 Nillumbik Artists will open their doors over three
weekends in April and May. Visit artistsopenstudios.com to
see which of the studios will be open each weekend.

Local markets
Park Orchards
Farmers’ Market
Saturday, March 20
9am–1pm
Park Orchards Primary,
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,
Park Orchards

Eltham Farmers’ Market
and Food Swap
Sundays
9am–1pm
(food swap 9:30–10:30am)
Eltham Town Mall
St Andrews
CommunityMarket
Saturdays
9am–2pm
Kangaroo Ground St Andrews Road,
St Andrews

Warrandyte
Riverside Market
Saturday, April 3
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

DIARY CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Take notice that the partnership formerly subsisting
between Andrew Lynch and CJ and SG Heislers
Nominees Pty Ltd atf the Heislers Family Trust No 1,
ABN 70 439 541 132, in respect of ownership of the
property described in Certificate of Title Vol 09000 Fol
983 was dissolved on 13 February 2021.

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates
Certified Practising Accountants

GOT SOMETHING TO TELL THE WORLD?
Diary classifieds are a great way of delivering your
message to Warrandyte and beyond.
Birth announcements, employment opportunities or a
room for rent, Diary classifieds are a cost effective way
to advertise.

WARRANDYTE
GLASS
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

CHIRNSIDE PARK
CONCRETING

Over 30 years
experience
All aspects of
concreting
Call Martin
0423 950 356

SERVICES
CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style &
comfort. Airport transfer,
parties, weddings. City &
suburb to suburb. Up to 8
passengers & luggage.
Call Clive for bookings
0412 556 801.

Did you know?
WARRANDYTE DIARY IS
THE “BEST COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER” IN
VICTORIA.
SUPPORT THE PAPER
THAT SUPPORTS
YOUR COMMUNITY.
ADVERTISE HERE TO BE
SEEN BY THOUSANDS
OF READERS EACH
MONTH.
SIZE OPTIONS FOR
EVERY BUDGET.
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Taking a long look at telephoto lenses
talking images
By BILL McAULEY
GOING TELEPHOTO!
Using a telephoto lens means you
can zoom in on your subject from afar.
T h i s g i v e s t h e p h o t o g rap h e r
a real advantage in candid street
photography, sport, nature pictures,
news events and portraiture.
The use of a telephoto lens also has
the effect of compacting the subject
matter, which can lead to some very
strong compositions that would be
lacking with the use of a shorter lens.
The best thing about using a long lens
is that it throws the background into an
extreme ‘out of focus’ effect.
This creates a beautiful soft and
blurry background for your portraiture
and makes the main subject really
stand out.
Telephoto lenses are classified into
further sub-types.
Short telephoto (85mm to 135mm
in 35mm)
Medium telephoto (135mm to
300mm)
Super telephoto (over 300mm)
Sport: Most sports photographer in
the modern age use Super telephoto
lenses for their action shots.
For AFL, they can choose a spot on
the ground and stay there while they
zoom in on the action with a 600mm
or 800 mm lens.
For cricket, the photographers sit in
the stands and shoot the action that’s
happening in the middle of the pitch
with a super telephoto.
Street Photography: This candid
s t y l e o f p h o t o g ra p hy n e e d s a
medium telephoto lens because the
photographer can be a fair distance
away from their subject who will be
unaware of the fact that they are being
photographed.
The result is a fresh and natural
depiction of people going about their
business in the world.
Who wants ‘staged’ and ‘set up’
pictures when you can capture a more
natural view of human activity?
This is the same with news events

that could be dangerous and might
be happening some distance from the
photographer.
Portraiture: The use of a short
to medium telephoto lens is a real
advantage in portraiture because the
soft, out of focus background really
makes the subject pop.
Also, the photographer is a bit of a
distance away from the subject and
leaves some personal space between
the two.
This can help to put the subject at
ease when they haven’t got a camera
thrust into their face.
Nature Photography: Most of our
wonderful critters around Warrandyte
such as kangaroos, wombats, platypus
and wonderful parrots will be quite a
distance away from the photographer.
Use a Super or Medium telephoto of
at least 200mm and set your camera
to a fast shutter speed of 1000th sec.
With the modern day self focussing
systems on most cameras these days,
I’m sure you’ll be rewarded with some
fantastic shots as long as you can zoom
right in on your subjects.
Happy shooting, and if you need to
lash out and buy a new longer lens,
GO FOR IT!
But make sure it has an aperture
of F2.8.

1

2

4

3

1 ‘Street photography’: the busker
is reflected in a shop window in
St Kilda. Note the attractive out of
focus background. 250th sec, 200
mm lens at F2.8
2 This Sumatran Tiger’s ‘portrait’
was photographed at Melbourne
Zoo. A 300mm lens was needed
to zoom in on his brooding but
handsome face, 250th sec at F4
3 The Dalai Lama was sitting a
fair distance away so I used a
medium telephoto to zoom in on
his expressive face. 200mm lens,
125th sec at F2.8
4 ‘Sport action’: Surfer Andrew
Campbell rides a giant wave at
Shipstern Bluff, Tasmania. 600mm
lens, 1000th sec at F2.8.
I needed a super telephoto to get
close enough to the subject.

Exploring the Tasmanian west coast wilderness
travel
By CAROLYN ALLEN
FACED WITH the uncertainty of
border closures, I decide to bite the
bullet and book our car and caravan
on the Spirit of Tasmania.
The purpose, to experience
Tasmania’s Western Wilds, a pristine
area of rugged beauty.
And true to form, border closures
there are!
With just twenty-four hours to spare,
Melbourne springs back to life and we
are sailing to Tasmania.
That is how travel works these days.
Poking our way along the picturesque
Northern coastline towards Stanley, I
am delighted by the hidden gems we
see along the way.

The sleepy coastal towns of Penguin
and Boat Harbour have us instantly
relaxed before arriving at Stanley,
known for the infamous Nut.
We ceremoniously climb to the top
of the Nut in the early morning and are
rewarded with magnificent 360-degree
views.
With our walking legs firmly on, we
spend the day exploring the Tarkine
region.
The incredibly dense rainforests are
home to Beech Myrtle trees, some as
old as five hundred years.
Our journey continues through
mountainous terrain to the sleepy west
coast town of Strahan.
No trip to the region is complete
without a cruise on the Gordon River.
World Heritage listed, we marvel at
the vastness of this pristine area and
how those who have gone before us

were forced to live in order to simply
survive.
The West Coast Wilderness Railway
embodies a wealth of stories.
Stories that tell of the ingenuity,
resilience and determination that
turned the west coast of Tasmania into
one of the wealthiest mining regions
in the world.
The Rack and Pinion Railway has
been restored to its former glory and
now operates as a tourist train between
Queenstown and Strahan.
Tasmania’s Western Wilds is a region
with a character all its own.
This is a place of ancient culture and
landscapes, of remote World Heritagelisted wilderness, of convict sites and
stories that reach back to the beginning
of European settlement of the island,
and of tenacious, visionary pioneers
who forged railways and mines and

roads through the west’s dramatic,
unforgiving terrain.
The region is packed with things to
do, from cruises on the Gordon and
Pieman Rivers, to white water rafting
and kayaking adventures, scenic
flights and helicopter tours, guided
bushwalks and relaxed strolls through
the rainforest.
As I now sit relaxing at the beautiful

Melbourne...On top, on top!

Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D

#11174

Does your Roof
need Attention?

#530717

Residential roof report & quotation on:
Cement & Terracotta Tile Restorations.
High pressure cleaning Rebed & repoint
Seal & colour resurfacing

All work guaranteed - Fully insured - Pensioner/Senior discount
‘FREE
OZ VENT’
*conditions apply

9897 1688

Our promise is you will be delighted

Est’d 1982

Bay of Fires, I reflect on a very special
part of our country we should all see
for ourselves.
Carolyn Allen is the Owner of
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise —
working remotely for now.
Contact her on 03 9844 2477 or
email
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

MARCH 2021

Warrandyte Diary 21

Majesty by the side of the road
remarkable trees
By JENNA ROSE
WELCOME TO Meeting with
Remarkable Trees.
I have borrowed the title from
Thomas Pakenham’s book that reflects
on the character of the old, the sacred,
the mysterious and the poetic through
60 of his favourite trees.
Unbeknown to many, trees serve
us way beyond the comfort of shade
on a hot day or ascetically pleasing
additions to a garden.
Through 17 products derived from
trees, they provide for over 5,000 of
our daily commodities from mobile
phone screens (cellulose acetate) to
strengthening concrete (lignin).
Because of this, mono-culture
plantations are a massive global
industry predominantly operated by
multinationals in collaboration with
governments.
Our world forests are under threat
and with the climate in crisis, attention
is due.
On the flip side, much is now being
discovered about the importance of
diversity in old-growth forest and
how trees communicate via a vast
underground network.
Interest is growing, and trees, just like
us, are becoming recognised as deeply
fascinating individuals wholly reliant
on their environment for survival.
In my experience, fostering a
relationship with the trees based on
curiosity and connection has been
a necessary step towards creating
personal climate-crisis solutions
rather than being overwhelmed by the
bigger picture.
I want to share this journey with
you by seeking out and presenting
the bold, the beautiful, the humble
and the dignified in Manningham’s
community.

Do you have a favourite tree in your
own garden or a tree you are fond of
in your area?
Please email me at the address
below.
I’d love to connect with you and hear
your story.
There is no set criteria.
Large, small, young or old, character
is all that matters.
Let’s celebrate Manningham’s forest.
By way of introduction then, meet
March’s beauty.
Just down from the corner of Park
Road and Feversham Avenue in
Park Orchards, resides a tall and
elegant eucalypt, who has taken
an approximate 150 years to reach
maturity.
At a distance she is well-balanced,
neither thick in canopy nor thin, but
just enough to see her graceful arms
reaching up.
As I approach, a delightful mess of
shredded skin crunches underfoot.
Her girth is furrowed with age-old
protective layers, and looking up,
her formidable branches carry the
elegance and colour typical of early
Victorian paintings: dark shadows
highlighted with soft, silvery greys.
Creamy smoothness that merges
into the blue-green tone of the canopy.
There are cavities immerging from
some of her branches; a borer making a
home, or larger hollows resulting from
a branch felled by stormy weather.
Residing in deep time, it will be
decades before any such borers outdo
the tree.
Meanwhile, larger hollows provide
nesting sites for our native parrots,
cockatoos and owls.
(On that note, if you need to trim or
remove a tree, consider the possibility
of providing a nesting site.
The hollows take decades to develop
and a good arborist can advise and
trim your tree accordingly).
In all, this Faversham resident

presents a lovely impression of the
many unique characteristics of
Australia’s eucalypts.
As I watch and listen, I ponder what
the breeze would do without long,
slithery greenery to play with.
How would our days be without wind
in the trees, and what would stories be
without the touch of leafy whispers?
To share your favourite tree, email
jennahmrose@outlook.com.
Jennah is captivated by the quiet,
unassuming presence of trees.
She is currently training to
facilitate Forest Therapy and
working towards a PH.D about how
we relate to the natural world.

Where did your unconscious programs come from?
wellness
By MAREE ZIMNY
OUR WORLD HAS become intellect
driven, and we miss the simple
pleasures in life of being present,
enjoying the moments, family, outdoor
activities, creativity and even genuine
laughter.
Think about how many rules we have
to follow in our society.
We are constantly bombarded
everywhere on what, when and how
to do things; we lose the ability and
power to think for ourselves.
Our thought processes go onto
auto-pilot.
As a clinical hypnotherapist and
quantum frequency coach, getting
to a person’s autopilot program is an
effective way to create change.
I find many people do not really
want the truth, they just want constant
reassurance that what they believe is
the truth.
If 2020 has taught us anything, it is

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

that some people are susceptible to
strange beliefs, and once they take
hold, these beliefs are difficult to shift.
Cognitive dissonance, where
their beliefs are shown to be false,
can make people feel uneasy and
uncomfortable, particularly if the
disparity between their beliefs and
behaviours involves something that is
central to their sense of self.
Therefore, they will fight to hold onto
their old story and beliefs, even if they
are unhappy or miserable.
Beliefs are created in many ways
A woman decided to make her
grandmothers special roast recipe
and it was very important to cut off
the bone at a certain point on the leg.
So, the tradition of the process
(belief ) was passed on.
One day, the woman asked her
grandmother how does cutting the
bone at that length make the roast so
delicious?
The grandmother replied, ‘oh, it
doesn’t; it just wouldn’t fit into my
oven any other way’.

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to your
design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Many people follow instructions
without questioning its source and
validity, but just believe it and share
it with others.
B r u c e H . L i p t o n , Ph D, i s a n
internationally recognised leader in
bridging science and spirit.
A stem cell biologist, bestselling
author of The Biology of Belief and
recipient of the 2009 Goi Peace Award,
he describes how our conscious and
subconscious mind works.
“The two minds learn differently.
The conscious mind is called
‘creative’ and can learn by reading a
self-help book or going to a lecture,
watching a video, or reading an
article.
It is creative; it goes, ‘ah, I have an
idea, now I change my mind’.
The subconscious mind is a ‘habit’
mind.
And the most important thing about
a habit mind is that you don’t want
it to change very quickly, because
otherwise, habits fall apart.
So, it is resistant to change.
That is the first thing we have to
realise.

It is not as easy to change as the
creative mind.”
So how do I change my
subconscious mind?
Hypnosis: Until the age of about
seven, the mind is very plastic and
adapts easily to new information.
It operates in a low vibrational
frequency, somewhat like hypnosis.
Therefore, getting into a hypnotic
state allows access to the auto program.
Habits: After the age of seven, you
form habits by repeating something
over and over and over again.
Practising, repeating, practising —
this is how something like the timestables work.
Subliminal Messages : Our
subconscious mind learns faster than
any computer we have today.
Subliminal messages are flashed on
screens too fast for our conscious mind
to see, but our subconscious mind
registers them.
S o u n d a n d S o n g s : D i f f e re n t
frequencies of music can also trigger
your feelings and will engage the mind
into a learning state.

Energy Psychology: By activating
the brain into a super-learning state,
you can rewrite the subconscious
program.
Slow and steady
The slowest way is conscious learning
and it’s also very effective.
Like with learning to drive a car.
To begin with, the conscious mind
understands the process, but it’s not in
our subconscious mind, the autopilot
program, until we have had had hours
behind the wheel, to form a habit.
Become more conscious of what is
going into your mind, it will create
behaviours you want and don’t want.
Change is inevitable.
Maree Zimny is a qualified
Clinical Hypnotherapist, NLP
and HeartMath® Certified trainer,
and Quantum Frequency Coach.
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress and
communications.
0403 325 858
www.facebook.com/
thereliefcliniconline
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Tax implications of investing in shares — Part B
finance
By BRIAN SPURRELL
WHILE LAST month’s column was
primarily directed at investors that
hold their shares for the longer term,
this month the focus will be on share
traders who rely more on generating
an income stream in the short term,
by buying shares they believe are
undervalued and hopefully selling
out at a profit.
While you may decide not to hold
on to certain shares for the longer
term and are exhibiting characteristics
typical of a share trader, you need to be
genuinely carrying on the business of
share trading in order to be taxed as a
share trader.
Factors taken into account to
determine this include:
• The nature of the activities must
indicate the intention to operate
a business by making a profit
from buying and selling shares
— as evidenced by the use of a
methodology for buy, hold or sell
decision making, researching
companies and analysing the
market, or using commercial
modelling or decision-making
packages.
• Have evidence of high trading
volume on a regular or routine
method.
• You are organised in a businesslike way, backed by appropriate
qualifications, expertise, training or
skills, and maintaining appropriate
records of purchases and sales and
expenses.
Tax Implications specific to being
in the business of share trading
Receipts from the sale of shares are
assessable income.
Purchases of shares are treated as
trading stock until they are sold when
they form part of cost of sales and

become an allowable deduction.
Other costs of buying and selling such
as brokerage and GST on brokerage are
also part of cost of sales.
Costs of operating the business of
share trading such as subscriptions
to relevant journals, financial
advisers, share trading models and
other investment services such as the
Australian Stock Report, The Motley
Fool and Morningstar, and interest
on loans funding share purchases are
allowable deductions and included as
business expenses.
Should any shares be held for more
than 12 months before selling, share
traders in the business of share trading
cannot benefit from the 50 per cent
discount on capital gains, as the gain is
treated as normal business net income.
Because you are operating an
enterprise you will be required to
apply for an ABN.
Tax implications specific to holding
shares as an investment
Receipts from the sale of shares are
not assessable income, but are subject
to capital gains tax.
Payments for the purchase of shares
are not allowable deductions but
are a capital cost offset against sales
proceeds in determining the capital
gain or loss.

Living
& Learning
Nillumbik

– where people share,
learn and connect
Enrolments are open now for
CHC30113 Certificate III in Early
Childhood Education and Care,
CHC33015 Cert III in Individual
Support (Ageing, Home and
Community) and CHC50113
Diploma of Early Childhood
Education and Care.
These courses will be via an online
blended delivery model.
Early childhood centres and
educators, we are now delivering
CHC50113 Diploma of Early
Childhood Education and Care
via traineeship. Incentives and
wage subsidies may apply for
eligible employees.

The transaction costs of buying and
selling are not an allowable deduction
against income, but are taken into
account in determining the capital
gain or loss.
A capital loss from the sale of shares
cannot be offset against income from
other sources, but can be offset against
capital gains or carried forward to offset
against future capital gains.
If a capital gain is made on shares held
for more than 12 months, a discount of
50 per cent is available, thereby halving
the taxable amount of the capital gain.
However, before applying the
discount, capital gains must firstly
be offset against any capital losses
incurred in the current year, and capital
losses carried forward from prior years,
before applying the 50 per cent capital
gains discount to the remaining capital
gains balance.
Interest on loans funding share
purchases and all other expenses
incurred in relation to share investing
are claimable at Item D8 Dividend
Deductions.
Franking tax offset and the holding
period rule
All investors, but particularly share
traders, need to be aware of the holding
period rule which requires you to
continuously hold shares “at risk” for
at least 45 days, not counting the day
of acquisition or disposal, in order to
be eligible for the franking tax offset.
Fortunately, however, there is an
exemption available and the 45-day
rule will not apply if your total franking
credit entitlement for the year is less
than $5,000.
This is roughly equivalent to receiving
a total of fully franked dividends for the
year of $11,666, assuming a corporate
tax rate of 30 per cent.
If this rule applies to you and your
franked dividends exceed $11,666, then
you cannot include the franking credits
at item 11 U in your tax return for those
dividends failing the 45-day rule.
Next month, Part C of this series

Art in the Time
of COVID-19

Artists from across Australia
reﬂect on their pandemic
experience at this major
exhibition at Montsalvat.
Proudly presented by Nillumbik Shire
Council. Until 5 April. Tickets available via:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/covid-art

Our People,
Our Place, Our Future
Have your say!

Council is undertaking community
engagement on key strategic documents
including a Community Vision, Municipal
Health and Wellbeing Plan, Council Plan,
Financial and Asset Plan.
To complete the online survey, attend a
virtual workshop, or learn more about
our pop-ups around the Shire go to:
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
our-future or contact 9433 3111

livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au
info.livinglearning@
nillumbik.vic.gov.au
facebook.com/
LivingLearningNillumbik
instagram.com/
livinglearningnillumbik

Pet regos due

Dog and cat registrations for
2021-22 are due on 9 April.

Registered pet owners were sent
registration renewal notices in February.
To update your details or for more
information, visit:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/petrego

will outline tax saving options and
strategies for reducing the overall
impact of income tax and capital gains
tax on investing in shares.
The content of this article is not
intended to be used as professional
advice and should not be used as
such.
Some aspects of this topic can be
quite complex, so if you are a share

investor or contemplating investing
in shares you should consult a
registered tax agent, a financial
advisor or your broker.
Brian Spurrell FCPA CTA
Director, Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd.
0412 011 946
bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

WARRANDYTE THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

MARCH 18,19,20,25,26,27.
WMI Hall at 8pm. Matinee on 27th at 2:30pm
Scan QR code to book or use the link below

https://www.trybooking.com/BPBIE

Safe Seats, Safe Kids

Book in for a FREE car restraint
ﬁtting or safety check
Available at:
• Eltham Living & Learning Nillumbik Mondays fortnightly
• Panton Hill Living & Learning Nillumbik
- second Tuesday of the month
Bookings are essential via:
www.safeseatssafekids.com.au/
venues-mec/

Seed Libraries

As part of our Home Harvest
program, seed libraries will
sprout up across Nillumbik
and Banyule from mid-March.
View locations, visit:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/home-harvest

Women Leaders

Join our Nillumbik Women’s
Community Leadership and
Connections Program.
We want to help develop emerging
women leadings from across all areas of
the community. Open to women, girls
and individuals who identify as female
aged 18 plus. Applications close 11 April.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/gender-equality

Women in Business
networking event

Join us for our second annual
Nillumbik Women in
Business Networking event
featuring keynote speaker
Suz Chadwick.

Wednesday 17 March,
12.30pm – 2.30pm at
Eltham Community and Reception Centre.
https://bit.ly/3dgo0vX

International
Women’s Day

Join in our virtual
celebration for
International Women’s Day
on Thursday 11 March, 7-9pm.

The winners of our Young Women Leader
Awards will be announced and you will
hear from our keynote speaker,
award-winning writer, speaker and
appearance activist Carly Findlay.
More details about how to attend the
online event and other events during
the week are available at our website.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/IWD
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Protecting our green wedges
green edge
By JEFF CRANSTON
WarrandyteCAN

SOMETIMES I THINK of Melbourne
as a vast living organism, growing
ever larger, slowly spreading across
the surrounding countryside and
devouring everything in its path.
No one can stop Melbourne growing,
and the best that governments can
do is to control its growth and try to
ensure that it is sustainable.
Melbourne’s 12 green wedges,
including the Manningham and
Nillumbik Green Wedges, are a good
case in point.
These are non-urban areas lying
outside Melbourne’s Urban Growth
Boundary that have been designated
for the protection of natural and rural
values.
They contain a mix of low-density
uses including farms, parks, water
catchments, cultural heritage sites, and
residential land on large allotments.
The policy of protecting green wedges
from inappropriate development is set
out in all planning schemes covering
metropolitan Melbourne.
Green wedges are a product of the
great foresight of people like Rupert
Hamer, Minister for Local Government
in the late 1960s and later Premier of
Victoria.
According to Hamer, in planning for

the growth of Melbourne:
“Nobody could happily contemplate
a future metropolis of seemingly
endless suburbia spreading out to
infinity.”
“The future planning of Melbourne
should take account of the surrounding
countryside as a vital part of the
metropolitan environment.”
Hamer’s vision for containing
Melbourne’s urban sprawl was
reflected in the 1971 report entitled
Planning Policies for the Melbourne
Metropolitan Region, which supported
the establishment of urban growth
corridors separated by “green wedges
of open country protected from urban
development”.
Fast forward to 2021, and the need for
green wedges is stronger than ever in
the face of climate change and rising
average temperatures.
Green wedges, along with increased
greening of areas within the Urban
Growth Boundary, serve to absorb
carbon and to mitigate the urban heat
island effect.
Moreover, as the Minister for
Planning, Richard Wynne, has noted,
the importance of these areas will
only increase in the future as climate
change impacts where crops are grown
and the green wedge and peri-urban
areas are relied upon more to grow
food.
Green wedges also provide vital
recreational resources for Melbourne’s
population and greatly contribute
to our quality of life — a refuge from
the concrete, asphalt and traffic of
suburbia.
It is not surprising, however, that
over the decades since they were
established, Melbourne’s green
wedges have faced significant threats
from those eager to open up these
areas for development.
In recent years, the Manningham
Green Wedge faced such a threat by

way of the Manningham Council’s
proposed amendment to the
Manningham Planning Scheme
known as Amendment C117.
That proposal involved (among other
things) changes to the Scheme that
would have allowed more commercial
and tourist development in the Rural
Conservation Zone (RCZ), which
covers most privately-owned land
within the Manningham Green Wedge.
However, an independent panel
appointed by the State Government
recommended against those changes
and instead put forward its own

Warrandyte’s New Pool Specialist

Regular Maintenance Service
Green Pool Recovery Water Test
Chemicals Pool Equipment

Shop 3, 90-94 Melbourne Hill Rd

8839 6907 info@radiantpools.net.au

version of Amendment C117 aimed at
preserving the status quo.
As the Diary reported in February
2019, the Panel concluded that “the
broader policy position to support
more tourism in the Green Wedge is
contrary to sound planning and runs
counter to the purposes of the RCZ.”
In September that year, the Planning
Minister decided to accept the panel’s
recommendations and adopt its
version of the amendment rather than
Council’s.
The State Government is currently
undertaking a project aimed at

deciding how it can best protect
Melbourne’s green wedges.
At this stage, it is considering
submissions received from
stakeholders and community
members, and is due to provide a
report about this in mid-2021.
WarrandyteCAN strongly supports
the protection and preservation of
our green wedges, especially as they
represent an important part of our
response to climate change and are
vital for Melbourne’s sustainable
future.
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A gardener’s guide to abundance
gardening
BY KATHY GARDINER
AS SUMMER glides effortlessly into
autumn this year we have to breathe
a sigh of relief as our gardens have
managed to survive another summer.
No notable bushfires compared with
this time last year.
We have been isolating a lot over the
year, we have had lots of time to be
out and about in the garden, but I am
thinking that you are a little like me,
where we probably have not kept up
with the summer garden maintenance
as much as we should have.
My gutters are clean, my garden
edges are mown, and agapanthus
deadheaded, but lots of other nasty
weeds are poking their heads up
through the mulch or the gravel
pathways.
My 92-year-old mum swears that
tipping boiling water, straight from the
kettle after making her cup of tea in the
morning, keeps her gravel weeds in
check without using nasty chemicals.
Looking in the back garden I can
see thistles the size of me (ok that
is actually not that tall), seed heads
ready to explode and send seeds into
the bushland.
To get rid of these, I have to admit, I
throw a garbage bag over the top and
capture the seed heads and then cut off
at ground level.
I should have dug them out earlier
before they went to seed.
But, as I said before, jobs pile up
sometimes.
Just a little side note about weeds
in the bushland of larger properties:
make sure you have a list on the fridge
of what they look like in all stages of
their life cycle.

That way you can choose to pull
them out with their roots, poison, or
cut and paint.
I always used to drive my hubby mad
when going for a pleasant bushland
walk as I was always worrying about
weeds rather than appreciating the
non-weeds.
But on a five-acre property, you are
never sure when you will next walk on
that track and see that particular weed.
I always carry a hessian bag with
me and my gardening gloves and
secateurs.
One weed ignored today is a million
weeds this time next year — believe
me.
I have seen lots of posts on social
media for people requesting help with
maintaining gardens in Warrandyte
and beyond.
What, with work, and COVID, and
kids, and kids’ activities sometimes it’s
hard to keep up with it all.
I suppose the main thing I want to
talk about this month is mass planting.
Mass planting basically means that
you simplify the garden into a few plant
groups based on colour, or leaf shape
or graduating heights.
There is a garden close to me where
basically the front garden is orange
Canna Lilies.
That’s all.
A great swathe of them cross the front
of the house creating a wall of colour,
privacy and breathtaking beauty.
I know you will gasp, but it is a little
like a driveway edged with agapanthus.
Very little effort is needed with both.
They are easily maintained and need
no extra watery care.
There are many that are droughttolerant (let’s be practical here if we
are going to replant in our Warrandyte
gardens we have to go indigenous or
drought tolerant).

Sorry to say, azaleas and
rhododendrons, no matter how much
you love them, should not be on your
plant shopping list.
Great borders or beds of irises,
lavenders, correas, salvias, nandinas,
daisies, catmint, grasses, lambs ears,
elephants ears.
Rather than buying one of many
plants that draw your attention in the
nursery, buy twelve.
Watering is easier and, when they
grow bigger, they all blend together
into one great sea of plant interest and
with them all blending together they
inhibit weeds growing in the gaps.
Pruning is also easier, as basically,
depending on the plant, you can run
the hedge trimmer or even whipper
snipper over the top.
For a bit of a wow factor plant some
bulbs in amongst the plants.
They will poke up through the swathe
to give seasonal interest.
Believe me I love buying new,
interesting plants, but I am trying to
keep it simple in 2021 and beyond.
I am going to transplant or give away
the sickly or struggling plants, or ones
that are just plain planted in the wrong
position.
My vegetable garden is also going
to be pared down to just a couple of
vegetable varieties rather than trying
to grow them all.
Again, a whole bed of spinach,
cabbages, or beans or lettuce and I
will swap or trade for the ones I am
not growing.
(Don’t forget Warrandyte Food Swap
along the river on Market Days is a
great way to trade excess harvest).
Sometimes, simplicity is the essence
of happiness.
Especially in the garden.
Happy autumn everyone.

Lawn Mowing And Whipper Snipping
Backyard Clean Up Services
Tree Pruning And Removal
Weeding And Mulching
Hedge Trimming
Property Maintenance
& Odd Jobs

0400 548 468

local reliable experienced

two birds
and a barrow

GARDENING

specialising in natural Australian gardens

Jake Clancy mob.
Qualified Arborist

0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare

0488 994 669

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com
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Anzac response to a boxing day tragedy: Part 1
DON HUGHES is a builder and
military engineer from Warrandyte.
In 2004/5, Don and fellow Army
S t a n d by R e s e r ve O f f i c e r R o b
P a t t e r s o n OA M , d e p l o y e d t o
Sumatra as part of the Tasmanian
Environmental Services team, to assist
with the international response to the
Boxing Day Tsunami.
THE ACEH RIVER flows down
mountainous rainforests that form the
backbone of the Island of Sumatra and
then into the tropical Indian Ocean.
Nestled on this pristine coastline,
on the western tip of the islands
of Indonesia, lies Banda Aceh the
epicentre of the tragic Asian Tsunami
of Boxing Day 2004.
Out of the aftermath of this terrifying
event, an Anzac Hospital emerged to
care for thousands of sick and injured.
The Anzac spirit helped overcome
this international tragedy.
Banda Aceh — Sumatra
An idyllic and historically significant
Muslim centre of excellence, culture
and education, Banda Aceh is a
wonderous enclave encircled by
majestic rainforest covered mountains
and a glorious coastline.
It has often been called the “Port
of Mecca”, traditionally providing
a maritime embarkation point for
pilgrims from all over Indonesia
beginning their spiritual journey.
Stately sultanate palaces, enchanting
canal systems, and hundreds of
mosques combined with magnificent,
sandy beaches, and a tropical climate
gives the city a nearly mystical quality.
Centrally placed between the Strait
of Malacca to the north and the Indian
Ocean to the south and west, the
province of Aceh is a pivotal location
within Southeast Asia.
This has historically given rise
to protracted conflict with the
Portuguese, Dutch, British, Japanese
and more recently the Indonesian
Government.
The Free Aceh movement (Gerakan
Aceh Merdeka, GAM) violently

opposed Indonesian rule and had
waged a separatist struggle since the
mid-1970s, resulting in a resistance
campaign that resembled East Timor.
Struggles in Aceh had been largely
ignored unlike the western world
response (led by Australia) to the East
Timor dilemma in 1999.
But the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami
signalled a change in the status quo.
The Tsunami — the world’s
deadliest natural disaster
Nature dealt Banda Aceh a nasty
hand.
With devasting record force, an
undersea earthquake shook the region
producing a 30-metre-high wave
that barrelled inland, obliterating
buildings, vegetation and people in
its path.
Interestingly, many mos ques
survived the terrifying onslaught —
perhaps due to their spherical shape
and large openings allowing water to
swirl past and through them.
A huge 2,600 tonne floating ship,
the PLTD Apung 1, acting as a floating
electrical generating power station
for the city, became a giant 63m long
bulldozer that ravaged everything in
its path as it was propelled sideways
by the wave into the city for three
kilometres.
The ship finally came to rest, but the
powerful waters continued inland for
a further five kilometres.
The Indian Ocean region had
experienced one of the deadliest
natural disasters in recorded history.
167,000 Indonesians died in the wake
of the wave.
Banda Aceh, the closest major city to
the epicentre suffered severe casualties,
with 60,000 people perishing, out of a
population of 267,000.
This ship is now a permanent
memorial.
International response — world’s
largest shopping centre
The world responded rapidly.
Aid from around the globe began to
arrive in abundance.

This created a mammoth task within
itself, just to co-ordinate the arrival
of both National and International
military, and civilian disaster response
organisations, along with the storage
and distribution of donated emergency
relief food, medical supplies and
equipment.
Vast warehouses were brimming
with generators, tentage, medical
supplies and food; combined with
clothing, toys and utensils of every
description.
Despite these kind gestures from the
international community, the city was
now inundated with aid.
Later I pondered the irony that
the world’s largest shopping centre,
Singapore, was just a short voyage
across the straights, and yet goods and
supplies had travelled from all around
the globe to reach Aceh!
What was really needed, were people
and organisations that can get things
done.
Australia’s recipe for providing this
type of humanitarian assistance, has
been well tested and improved upon
over generations.
Included in the Australian Defence
Force (ADF) contingent was Major
David Moon as part of Australia’s
emergency response.
His task was to help facilitate
c o o rd i nat i o n a n d c o o p e rat i o n
between the international militaries,
United Nations (UN) and NonGovernment Organisations (NGO),
along with National agencies assisting
the Government of Indonesia (GOID)
and local communities.
An experienced military engineer,
he had gained enormous experience
on similar operations in Papua New
Guinea, Bosnia and the Solomon
Islands, along with assisting in
evacuations from East Timor.
As the Civil and Military Cooperation
(CIMIC) officer for the ADF, his task
was to help coordinate the massive
response.
“At their peak, there were over
250 international non-government

Congratulations to everyone who
helped organise and who participated
in this year's Run Warrandyte

#shoplocal
As locals let's all do
our part and support
local business

organisations (NGO) in Banda Aceh
— ranging from little ‘Mum and Pop’
NGOs just wanting to do good, up to
those really larger UN agencies and
NGOs delivering a smorgasbord of
relief supplies and capabilities,” said
Major Moon.
Planning and implementing
a coordinated response was often
hampered by political imperatives to
be seen as a good international citizen
along with competition between
agencies to deliver various relief
supplies and capabilities.
O n e v i t a l re s o u rc e h o w e v e r,
highlighted by Major Moon: “Was the
Army Engineers water point team from
the 1st Combat Engineer Regiment,
who along with the RAAF medical
teams arrived on December 29”.
“The small team deployed into the
city and was critical in producing
and maintaining clean water to the
survivors until other military and NGO
water purification teams arrived.”
Operation Sumatra Assist —
ADF to the rescue
Defence played a vital role in the
Australian Government’s national
humanitarian relief effort to Indonesia
(Operation Sumatra Assist).
Spearheaded by HMAS Kanimbla (a
Landing Platform Amphibious ship,
with Sea King helicopter and LCM-8
landing craft capability), the ever
faithful “work horses” the RAAF C130
Hercules transport planes, and the
extremely agile and flexible “utilities of
the sky”, our Iroquois helicopters from
the Army’s 5th Aviation Regiment, all
responded quickly.
Also deploying quickly were the
Army Engineers from the 1st Combat
Engineer Regiment based in Darwin,
who mobilised with all their plant
and equipment along with the Army’s
“consulting engineering capability”
19th Chief Engineer Works, who
undertake difficult projects in some
of the most remote and hostile
environments worldwide.
Captain Michelle Wynn (later
Colonel Michelle McCormack), an

Army civil engineer, was one of the first
to deploy into Aceh.
“We observed complete and utter
death and devastation.
“Thousands of houses had been
razed to the ground for as far as the eye
could see and then, every few hundred
metres, a random double-storey house
would be standing all by itself.”
A huge priority, and the most
gruesome task, was collecting and
burying the dead, as Major Moon
explains.
“The survivors of the tsunami
were very pragmatic about what was
required — ‘collect the dead and bury
them as quickly as possible’.
“The use of mass graves with no
religious ceremonies was critical in the
tropical environment.
“The high proportion of dead
compared to the injured meant the
treatment case load for medical
support was large but not absolutely
overwhelming.”
Major Moon was able to apply critical
lessons learnt from previous disaster
relief operations.
The use of international military
rotary wing aircraft was absolutely
vital to keep supply lines open to
remote areas.
Later, he would reinforce these
lessons in Afghanistan and as a result
of Typhon Hiayan in the Philippines.
He is now retired but recently
volunte ere d for drought relief
operations (Aussie Helpers) in
Australia.
Continued next month…
This article could not have been
written without the assistance of
the following publications:
Warrior Brothers by Keith Fennell,
ACEH: Australian Defence Force’s
Tsunami Relief Mission by Louys
Guillaume, ADF CIMIC Tactical
Operators Course, HADR Response,
Banda Aceh by Major David Moon,
Recollections of Aceh by Robert
Patterson, and Highlands to Deserts
by Michael Tyquin.
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Warrandyte High School Year 7 camp
By JOSEPH CARUANA
THE VERDICT is in.
The 2021 Year 7 camp was a huge
success.
But don’t take our word for it — let’s
hear from some of the Year 7 students
who attended the Year 7 camp, as well
as from Luke Mason, the Year 7 Level
Leader.
“Year 7 camp started on Tuesday,
February 2, and went for three nights.
We returned to Warrandyte High on
the Friday.
The bus ride took about three-and-ahalf hours to get to Roses Gap in the
Grampians.
The activities were awesome.
They included going on a bush walk
and a low ropes course.
I did the bush walk, in which you
walked up to a waterfall basically on
the side of a mountain.
There was also the giant swing, flying
fox and archery which was really fun.
The low ropes course was really fun,
and it was basically a bunch of little
mini courses aimed at promoting
teamwork and friendship building.
Water sports were also at the camp
and were so much fun.
We did raft building, canoeing, and
then aside from water sports, we did
pamper pole and vertical playset.
Dinner was really good too.
For dinner on night one we had
roast lamb and gravy, with some
vegetables.
On the second night, we had the most
delicious chicken schnitzels and apple
crumble for dessert.
We had lasagne for dinner on the
final night.
The Roses Gap camp at the
Grampians, was one of the most fun
experiences of my life.
I made a ton of new friends and
enjoyed my time there.
What a great start to Warrandyte
High School.”
—Lilly Scott Bommert

“Roses Gap was a great choice for the
Warrandyte High School Year 7 camp.
It had heaps of fun activities, some of
my favourites were the giant swing
and the pamper pole.
The giant swing was so much fun —
going to the top is not something that
I regret.
The pamper pole was great to jump
off and try to reach the white ball.
It was a great way to make friends
and connect with the really friendly
Year 11s and teachers who were there
to help run the camp.
Another thing that was fun was Bob’s
Shed — it had heaps of fun things
to do, there was chess, naughts and
crosses, checkers, table tennis and
heaps of couches to sit on and relax.
We went on a night walk which I
enjoyed as it was really fun seeing the
view of the mountains.
It was nice to be able to have free
times and relax in Bob’s Shed or
in our cabins after a big day doing
awesome activities.
The food was really nice and delicious
after a big day of activities.
Camp was so much fun and I loved
Roses Gap.
I hope next year’s Year 7s have the
same fun I did.
Thank you, Warrandyte High School.”
—Marlo Whelan
And now, let’s hear from Luke Mason,
the Year 7 Leader at Warrandyte High
School:
“2021 has started in an eventful way
with the Year 7 Camp taking place
after just three regular school days.
The Roses Gap Recreation Centre in
the Grampians was our destination
for another year and was once again
extremely accommodating.
This year, we took 75 excited Year 7s
to the camp experience along with 17
responsible Year 11 VET Sport and
Recreation Students.
The latter were there to help run the
camp and complete a component of

their coursework.
Along with this, came 10 dedicated
Warrandyte High School teachers and
staff members, who were all relentless
in their determination to make the
camp the wonderful success that it
was.
Warrandyte High School would
like to thank the amazing staff at
Roses Gap Recreation Centre for
their hard work and efforts, as well
as their flexibility through the very
last-minute announcements from the
State Government.
But more importantly, their ongoing
level of knowledge, teaching and
ability to work with young minds in
exciting and challenging activities.
A huge congratulations is extended
to PE and VET teacher, Katie Cook
and her VET Sport and Rec students,
who demonstrated a large amount
of responsibility and who flawlessly
led by example for our young Year 7
students.
A great level of rapport was
established between the younger and
older students which was wonderful
to see.
This will truly assist our Year 7s to

transition even more successfully into
high school as they now have friendly
faces to speak to when they return to
the school setting.
It truly was a successful camp,
establishing new friendships, which
will further assist with the transition
to high school.
We wish all of our amazing Year 7
students a wonderful 2021.”
—Luke Mason, Year 7 Level Leader.

2021 Tour Dates
Twilight School Tour - 6:00pm
•

Thursday 25 March

Saturday Morning Tours - 9:30am
•
•

1 May
21 August

School at Work Tours - 9.30am
•
•
•
•
•

Friday 14 May
Wednesday 16 June
Tuesday 27 July
Friday 22 October
Thursday 25 November

Early Years Walk Tours- 9.30am
(Early Learning and Prep)
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday 11 March
Wednesday 26 May
Wednesday 23 June
Tuesday 31 August
Thursday 18 November

Bookings are essential:

www.billanook.vic.edu.au/book-a-tour
or telephone: 9724 1179
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Good foundations

Celebrating the Lunar
New Year at WHS
By HEIDI LUO,
International Student Coordinator,
Warrandyte High School
LUNAR NEW YEAR is the most
important festival for Asian
background students.
In China, people normally celebrate
the New Year by having a family
reunion dinner, participating in dragon
dancing and watching fireworks.
It is a time for new beginnings and
family gatherings.
2020 was a very tough year for all
international students because they
were not able to go back to their home
country and visit their family.
So, to bring in Chinese New Year
in 2021, Warrandyte High School in
acknowledgment of this, and indeed
to demonstrate to our international
students that they are indeed very

important members of our school
community, celebrated the Chinese
New Year with all of the international
students.
Providing them with a special lunch
which included dumplings, fried rice
and chocolate on Thursday, February
11.
The school community wanted to
make their international students
feel at home and show extra care and
support to them.
Assistant Principal, Mr Caruana
addressed the highly appreciative
students and wished them a new year
of peace and joy.
Each of our international students
also received a “red envelope” with
lucky candy inside.
It was a wonderful day of celebration
and acknowledgement.

BY AMANDA CALLAWAY
FOUNDATION (PREP) students at
Anderson’s Creek Primary School
(ACPS) have already shown great
resilience and motivation for learning
in their first weeks of term.
The children have embraced their
new school routine and bounced back
into the classroom with wonderful
enthusiasm, after the five-day ‘circuit
breaker’ lockdown in Victoria.
Ms A n n a Ve r g a , Fo u n d a t i o n
Coordinator, said, “Even after a
disruption to their routine in the first
three weeks, the children have settled
into school very smoothly.”
In the classroom, students are
introduced to writing using the
Victorian Modern Cursive font.
The children are currently learning
the correct formation of the lowercase
letters of the alphabet and practice
their handwriting daily.
During the short lockdown, in the
interest of student wellbeing, teachers
at ACPS contacted each family in their
class.
Ms Verga said the teachers were
thrilled to hear that the children
were enjoying reading and practising
their handwriting at home with their
families.
“It was also wonderful to hear the
creative strategies some families used,
to help engage the children.
“Some used chalk to write their
letters in the driveway, some made
their own books at home and Taylor
enjoyed writing her letters in the sand
with a stick.”
The Prep students have also been
introduced to a variety of mathematical
concepts including, counting
collections, exploring 2D shapes and
creating their own patterns.
As an extension of the children’s
work with shapes, Prep and Grade 6
students worked together in a ‘getting
to know you’ activity, to create their
own rocket ship.
The senior students assisted the Prep
children to design a rocket made out
of 2D shapes.
“The activity was a nice way for the
students to interact and get to know
each other, whilst enjoying a fun art
project.
“The vibrant work that the children

produced is going to make an eyecatching display in the Foundation
building,” said Ms Verga.
Spending time with the Grade 6
buddies has been a highlight for the
Prep children since starting school.
“The senior students have been
a great support for the Foundation
students and have assisted with
settling them into the playground
during recess and lunch times,” said
Ms Verga.
New friendships are being made
a s t h e c h i l d re n e x p l o re t h e i r
surroundings.
Both teachers and students now
look forward to all the wonderful
experiences that the first year of school
has to offer.

ACPS starts the year with a splash
BY AMANDA CALLAWAY
ANDERSON’S CREEK Primary School
(ACPS) students started the year with
lots of excitement, participating in
their 2021 Swimming Carnival.
Physical Education Co-ordinator
Meredith Thornton said: “Wow! What
a perfect day we had for our Grade 3-6
students at Aquarena.
“It was not only beautiful weather
but wonderful to see all our students
participating on the day.”
School principal, Sue Dyos, said
the swimming carnival was very well
organised and thanked all staff and
parents for their help on the day.
“Support from the school community
is so important for an event like this to
run successfully,” Ms Dyos said.
Fo r s o m e c h i l d re n , i t i s t h e
competition that is exciting.
School Swimming Captain, Will,
said he swims with the Nunawading
Swimming Club in the State Squad,
competing in meets every second or
third weekend.
“But it is exciting at our school
swimming carnival because I get to
swim with my friends and see what
it’s like.”
Will also added, “I love encouraging
people who don’t do swimming
outside of school like me.”
Leila, Grade 3, said, she thought 50
metres was going to be easy, but said
she found it “really tiring!”
“I did get a third-place ribbon in the
breast-stroke though.”
A group of students from ACPS were
selected to go on to swim at the District
Swimming event.
Will went through on several District

Photos: JIMMY HARRIS

events after winning at the school
carnival.
“I came first place in my two
individual events, backstroke and
butterfly.
“I was also in two relay events and we
came third in the freestyle and second
in the medley relay.
“I now go to Division, which is fun
because I see friends from Squad.”
After the lockdown restrictions we
had in place last year, Ms Thornton
said it was a great achievement to see
so many students participating.
“Especially as we were not able to
continue our school swimming lessons
at the end of last year.”
For some it is the atmosphere and
enjoyment of cheering on their peers

that makes the event so special.
For Grade 3 student, Avalon, it was
her first swimming carnival this year.
“I didn’t swim but it was really fun
watching all the races,” she said.
Having students at the pool to
encourage those participating in the
events, added to the atmosphere.
“The students on the hill were in fine
form cheering on their friends and
peers in their House teams,” said Ms
Thornton.
“Overall, it was fun and exciting,
and I think we all had a good time,”
said Will.
Staff and students at ACPS look
forward to sharing many more whole
school events in 2021.
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Warrandyte trail explorer
WARR ANDY TE MOUNTAIN Bike
Club (MTB3113) members JOZICA
KUTIN, NATALIE PAPEZ and KARINA
VITIRITTI have collected feedback
from the Warrandyte MTB3113
community and have compiled, a
series of trail rides in and around the
Warrandyte area.
These trails will be printed in
Warrandyte Diary and eventually
turned into a book of local biking trails.
Our first trail is a loop taking in
the river, Warrandyte Common, and
Fourth Hill.

Orange Route 13.5km

Total distance: 13.5km
Elevation gain: 302m
Maximum elevation gain: 129m
Surfaces: Sealed, unsealed, fire
roads, postie tracks.
Rating: Intermediate — some wicked
uphills and downhills.
Facilities: Cafes, restaurants,
pub, bakeries, toilets, BBQs &
playgrounds.
This loop around Warrandyte
connects all those pockets of the
Warrandyte State Park together.
Just remember you can only ride
on the fire roads — and none of the
walking-only tracks.
And, as you all know, no dogs in the
State Parks (on or off lead).
We have pinned the start of the rides
at the Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel
carpark — great location; car parking,
public toilets, a couple of bike racks,
a great big board for a map, and a 906
bus stop.
And of course, when you end at this
trailhead, it is just a few bunny hops to
the Grand Hotel, the day spa, bakery,
art galleries, cafés and restaurants.
What more could you want?
0km: Map Point 1
Gospel Chapel Carpark
Head northeast through the carpark
down the concrete path that runs
behind the Gospel Chapel building
(Stonehouse Gallery) to the river side
path.
Now here you take it slow as you
dodge dogs on and off lead, kids,
walkers, horses, snakes and the odd
goat.
You just might spot a platypus in the
river out of the corner of your eye.

0.6 m: Map Point 2
Warrandyte Bridge
You survived the hordes of river
walk lovers — here again more cafés,
a public toilet (at the Bridge and at
the Bakery), playgrounds, BBQs, and
in case you think you need more
exercise than this ride — some exercise
equipment under the bridge.
Pop up the driveway — minding the
gate — and head left (east) through
the carpark, where at the end of the
driveway, you need to hop back on the
path left to join the river walk again.
At the end of the path, you will pop
out onto Ringwood-Warrandyte Road,
next to the Stonehouse Café (no, it’s too
early for coffee).
1.4km: Map Point 3
Tills Drive
Turn left down Tills Drive — a sealed
road with lots to see for horse lovers.
You are looking for Warrandyte State
Park Black Flat on your right (about
600m up the road).
2.1km: Map Point 4
Black Flat
Take the fire access road (the gate
and fence line on your left) climb up
and turn right at the sign “Circuit Walk”.
If you go straight ahead you will end
up at the river’s edge — great spot for
a picnic, but it is too early for that and
then you will have to climb back to the
Circuit Walk Track.
Riding along the Circuit Walk Track,
you pass the remnants of gold diggings
on your left (there is a sign).
Zoom on down, then up to another
fire road gate.
3.0km: Map Point 5
Nelson Road
Once you have wiggled your bike
through the narrow gate opening and
get started again, it is all the way down
Nelson Road — unsealed — to Jumping
Creek Road (sealed).
When you are at this point, take the
gravel footpath to the right and then
cross the road at the driveway of No.
292 — very carefully.
Head up right (from house No. 287)
along what looks like a gravel driveway,
but this leads to, you guessed it, a gate
and Warrandyte State Park (this pocket
is called The Commons).

3.9km: Map Point 6
The Common
Keep left here and take the fire road
straight up the hill past the sign that
says Central Track (with a horse icon).
Generally speaking, where horses are
allowed, so are MTBs.
Then turn right where you see the
sign “Bridle Trail”, keep on this track
until you get to… a gate.
4.7km: Map Point 7
Haslam’s Track
You have just ridden through The
Common to a gravel road — Haslam’s
Track.
Take the bridle trail inside the fence
line to a CFA water tank.
(At this point you could go left down
Haslam’s Track and loop back onto
Central Track again and back to this
point.
It is extremely steep with a sharp tight
left hairpin bend — we will save this for
the hill challenge ride.
From the tank, continue along the
bridle trail and veer left up to the park
gate to pop out onto Haslam’s Track.
5.1km: Map Point 8
Johansons Road
Follow the postie track (single track)
on the right-hand-side of the road
(along the verge) then veer right along
Johansons Road — keep following
the postie track (did I mention that
wet spot?) all the way to RingwoodWarrandyte Road, veering left onto the
road’s shoulder.

6.4km: Map Point 9
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road and
Harding Road
Carefully cross this road about 60m
along (head left — towards Ringwood)
— where you will see two driveways on
the opposite side.
Ride along the postie track yet again
(heading towards Ringwood).
You could head back to Warrandyte
from here, but that is cutting it all too
short, and the best is yet to come.
Continue along the postie track until
you pop out onto a gravel road 400m
along — this is Harding Road.
(If you need a petrol station continue
along the Warrandyte-Ringwood Road
single track).
Follow Harding Road until you get to
yet another State Park gate.
7.3km: Map Point 10
Pigtail Track (Gutbuster)
Head through the gate following the
fire road along a fenced-in research
area to a junction (about 70m along).
At this junction everything is sign
posted Bridle Trail.
You could get married here but that
would be the Bridal Trial.
Go right on Pigtail Track (north) —
but Google Maps might call it Merlins
Track.
Either way, go right then you will
head down to another junction —
Boundary Track and Pigtail Track.
Go hard left onto Boundary Track
(south).
This is the start of the infamous
Gutbuster Strava segment.

700m of steady climbing at 7 per cent
with a few water bars thrown in.
How many Gutbusters can you clock
up?
And how fast?
Finish that climb without busting
your lungs and cross the gravel section
across the top of Webb Street to, you
guessed it again, a park gate.
8.8km: Map Point 11
Fiddler’s Track and Wild Cat Track
Follow Fiddler’s Track which has
been recently groomed with enormous
water bars — take care rolling down
this section — then follow Fiddler
Gully Track to Dead End Track and the
Wild Cat Link — most of these signs are
at the end of these sections — so these
details are somewhat unhelpful!
At the end of Wild Cat Link — which
you will be zooming down, slow
down as the track flattens out and do
a “U Bolt” and follow Wild Cat Track
(southwest) toward Andersons Creek
and Gold Memorial Road.
Zooming down again till you get to
the creek — ride through it, it is ridable
most of the time.
Now you are at Gold Memorial picnic
area where you can actually visit the
Gold Memorial cairn.
10.4km: Map Point 12
Gold Memorial Road.
Ride west (go right) along Gold
Memorial Road to the intersection with
Harris Gully Road.
11.3km: Map Point 13
Harris Gully Road
Cross over carefully.
Take the footpath left then turn
at the first right — over a single
lane car bridge, then right again
along a walking track which follows
the boundary of Andersons Creek
Primary School on your left.
Then, on your left the Goldfields
Shopping Centre will appear.
11.8km: Map Point 14
Goldfields Shopping Centre and
Taroona Avenue
Here you will find toilets, a baker,
chemist, GP, butcher and the IGA
(you may also need an accountant
and a solicitor by this stage).
Cross Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road
at the lights and then you are at
the Warrandyte Skate Park (that is
SKATE, not STATE, more toilets here
and a drink tap) and on footy days the
canteen will be open.
Ride through the carpark to Taroona
Avenue.
At the T-intersection with Everard
Drive, go straight across the carpark
of Taroona Reserve and over a small
brown wooden footbridge.
You are now on the western side of
the river walk.
Again, watch out for dogs and
wayward children.
13.5km: End
Warrandyte MTB Trailhead
You will pass Stiggants Reserve with
BBQs, water tap and toilets, continue
along and keep right to pass the old
“restored” dairy to arrive back at the
trailhead.
Now it is time for refreshments
at any of the local bars, cafes and
restaurants.
You made it.
Next month: a 23km loop taking
in Mullum Mullum Creek, Park
Orchards and 100 acres.
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Off and racing for our young athletes
By ED MUNKS
AS KIDS ACROSS Victoria are getting
back to their sports, it is like our local
kids have never been away from their
little athletics at Doncaster.
Local girls Chloe Wollard, Rhianna
Cu m m i n g s a n d Ho l l y Ha n s e n
had a clean sweep at the Centre
Championships in the 300m Hurdles.
The delayed relay season began at
the Box Hill track in February with
some great results from local young
athletes, Ethan Hooper represented
Doncaster in the Under 10s at the Box
Hill Relay carnival and the familiar
faces of Chloe Baldock and Macey
Hansen once again took home Gold
in the U10 800m medley.
Chloe’s younger sister Grace and
Willow Glover had their first relay
experience running in the Under 8s
4 x 100m relay team and won a silver
medal.
In the Under 16s Holly Hansen,
Rhianna Cummings, Alice Glover and
Kate McQueeney had a big day out and
won gold medals in both the 4 x 100m
and 4 x 200m events.
The relays are a great opportunity for
the kids to compete as a team, have fun
and build friendships.
As the season comes to an end, the
kids at Doncaster Little Athletics have
two more Centre Championships, and
a Handicap night to compete in.
With medals up for grabs, these
events are very exciting for the both

young athletes and their parents.
In addition, the LAVIC carnivals,
the Regionals at Knox, and the State
Championship at Lakeside Stadium
will be held in March, where young
Warrandyte athletes will also be
striving for medals.
Well done kids you are doing
Warrandyte proud.
VAL competition success
At the Victorian Athletic League
competition, Park Orchards young
gun Harrison Kerr took out the 400m
Open Handicap at the Waverley Gift
meet, collecting the all-important
winner’s sash and the prize money in
a thrilling finish with Darcey Ireland
in third place.
Harrison has been training hard for
this event and is now focusing in on
this year’s finale at Stawell.
State Championships
At the Athletics Victorian State
Championships on the weekend
Nicole Reynolds in her new event the
400m hurdles finished 6th in the open
event with a personal best of 62.46,
she also backed this up with 60.47 in
the flat 400m.
Harriette Glover, after knocking a
few hurdles over and gaining a few
bruises, finished 7th in the Women’s
Under 20 event.
Other athletes competing were
Matthew Parrott in the Men’s U17
events, where he was 11th in the 100m,

Gold medalists in the 800m medley relay
Chloe Baldock, Macey Hansen and the team

Harrison Kerr and Darcey Ireland
— Waverley Gift 400m

ran the 200m, a fifth in 400m and 11th
in the long jump with a 5.66m leap.
Lachie Parrott had a great meet with
a 4th in the Men’s U20 long jump —
with a leap of 6.77m — and also ran
in the 100m.
Abbey Caldwell continues her
success in the middle-distance events
with a gold medal in the 1500m in a
time of 4.32.
For more information regarding
East Doncaster Little Athletics
Club, contact:
Lisa Williams on 0408 140 461

Harriette Glover 400m hurdles final

Wyena Horse and Pony Club
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
O N SAT U R DAY Feb r u a r y 2 7 &
28, the Pony Club Victoria (PCV)
state Dressage and Showjumping
Championships were held in Benalla.
Competing in the Dressage Grade
3, Isabella O’Donnell-Fernando from
Wyena Horse and Pony Club, and as
part of the Northern Metropolitan
team, took out third place.
Known to her friends and clubmates
as ‘Bella’, the result comes at the start
of her Year 12 studies.
While most Year 12 students are just
focused on school, Bella, like most
at the Wyena Horse and Pony Club
dedicate a large amount of time to their
horses and the family-like community
at the club.
Bella’s mother Sam O’Donnell, who
herself is a member says: “Bella loves
the club, she is a Wyena girl”.
“With many clubs you just feel like a
number, the great thing about the club
here is that everyone helps each other
regardless of their level or whether they
want to compete or just casually ride.”
The amount of commitment required
for competition means the whole
family is involved.
Long drives, multiple events, and the
cost of travel — not to mention the time
commitment of owning a horse.
Most riders will partner their horse
for at least 12 months, to develop a
strong understanding of one another.
“Bella and her horse ‘Courtier’ only

had about three months together
before the competitions,” said Sam.
Daily riding, grooming, washing
and care takes up so much time that
“sometimes she turns down going to a
party or going out because they cannot
bare to leave them, or they need to be
cared for” said Sam.
Like most sports, giving children an
opportunity to interact with others
their age with similar interests is vital,
especially since many will have had
their interactions greatly reduced due
to the pandemic.
However, unlike many sports, Sam
said horse riding and dressage requires
“a whole family effort… spending
quality time with your children while
doing something they enjoy”.
Competitive Dressage is certainly
something you need to be committed
to, hours of practice and travelling, not
to mention the cost of transport and
proper care.
You need to have the right horse, as
this sport is very much a duet.
For newer, inexperienced riders it
is better to go for a horse with some
experience.
Once you are experienced,
understanding your horse is vital.
Even if you may feel like riding, being
aware of any problems that your horse
may be having, no matter how small, is
the key to a strong relationship.
This is important regardless of
whether you are competing at the

highest level or just casually riding.
Casual Riding
Not everyone is going to want to
compete, some may just want to
casually ride.
Owning and looking after another
animal is a very valuable skill.
Teaching younger children about
proper care, as well as the responsibility
for another animal is something that is
as important as any competition.
Wyena have rallies every month for
all skill levels to come and try.
Last year they celebrated their 60th
year, although due to COVID-19 they
did not get to do anything to mark the
milestone.
Jayne Dilley, District Commissioner
told the Diar y, like most clubs,
COVID-19 hit Wyena hard, seeing
numbers drop off, the ability to hold
rallies stopped, and “everyone has
been time poor, not able to ride as
often.”
According to Jayne the drop in
numbers is due to a variety of factors:
“more developments around the area,
less space to own a horse and less
people choosing to own.”
The club has several goals for the
future, increasing numbers is one of
them.
“We are blessed with five different
areas [for riding] it is nice to have the
small community, but we also want to
grow that community” said Sam.

Wyena has many programs
depending on your needs, from basic
horse care and grooming, horse riding
classes for the inexperienced all the
way to expert coaching for dressage,
showjumping, cross country, games,
and general horsemanship.
Saturday, March 14 is the clubs next
rally, and while COVID-19 has stopped
past events, Jayne says they are “hoping
to still run at least ten rallies this year”.
Wyena H&P want to encourage
children of all ages and gender to come
and get back on the horse, to enjoy a
friendly community, and share in their
love of equestrian sports.

This girl can… mountain bike and so can her crew
By KATRINA BENNETT
WARRANDYTE Mountain Bike Club
have joined VicHealth’s “This Girl Can”
program to encourage women to get
on a bike.
And this a good thing.
For there is a little known unofficial
sub-set of the club called the WWW
(Wild Women of Warrandyte) who are
always keen to enfold more into their
bike-loving embrace.
Whilst lycra may be optional, a
post-social-ride coffee and/or beer
is less so.
Think more syllables per minute than
beats per minute.
A few times a year the WWW will
head off somewhere for a girl’s riding
weekend.
Over the last few years, one weekend

has become a permanent fixture in
their bid to keep regional Victoria’s
economy going.
The third weekend of February
sees the town of Forrest over-run by
two wheels for Australia’s premier
mountain bike race: the Otway
Odyssey.
This festival of snazzy water
bottles, reflective sunglasses with
interchangeable lens and helmeted
women, men, children and everyone
in between; caters for 2,500+ racers
over 30km, 50km and 100km courses.
A slight spanner was put in the cogs
when Victoria was thrown into a snap
five-day lockdown, a week out from
the race.
Fortunately, Dan donned his North
Face jacket three days before the

starters gun was due to fire and
announced we could “get on the gears”.
Warrandyte was represented with a
neon lit capital R.
Women’s 30km Veteran Division (40
to 49 years) saw Lauren (sorry Lozza,
but you’re a Veteran now) and Megan
complete their first ever MTB races,
along with experienced rider, Tami.
In the maturing Vintage Division (50
to 59 years) Jozica (her first race) came
2nd with Michelle and Sophie coming
in a little later.
Women’s 50km saw three WWW
riders who had never ridden the
longer more technical course before,
Katrina in the Veteran Division, and
Sue (placing 3rd) and Adrienne in the
Vintage Division.
Men’s 50km saw Alistair in the U18

Division, Simon in Veteran, and Gus
and Brad in Vintage.
The Men’s 100km saw Steve finish
in the Vintage Division and Chris in
Veteran Division — although I’d put
anyone who does the 100km in the
slightly nutty class.
On the Sunday, obviously with too
many beans left in them, Sophie
backed it up with 50km and Steve
100km in the gravel grind.
As I said, slightly nutty…
Don’t let this lot have all the fun.
Check out www.warrandytemtb.
com.au for info on upcoming
social events, skills sessions and
races. And see The Diary’s What’s
Happening Guide on Page 19 for
some special This Girl Can events.
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Celebrating 10 Years of Run Warrandyte
By JAMES POYNER
A SOLD OUT Run Warrandyte set
the pace for community events in
Warrandyte in 2021.
On the last day of summer, 500
runners and walkers toed the line
to celebrate 10 years of the annual
community fun run.
Event organisers stuck to the nowfamiliar course, taking in the West End
residential area and Pound Bend, but
to add some spice, introduced a 21km
version — four laps of the course.
Although lapped courses are often
less attractive, participants jumped
at the opportunity for a Warrandyte
half marathon, 69 runners took to
the course on Sunday morning —
including me, Warrandyte Diary’s very
own “running reporter”.
A gloriously cool and misty morning
made for optimal running conditions
and runners, walkers and marshals
enjoyed being immersed in our bush
setting.
For those who are curious, the Run
Warrandyte course has just the right
amount of hill to keep it interesting —
and the runners “honest” — and some
wonderfully runnable downs and flats
which, if managed properly, makes for
a fast course.
The fastest 5km event runners
clocked 20-minute times, a trend
which continued all the way through
the running categories with Brynton
Ashton — fastest male overall in the
21km distance setting a course record
of 1:19:43, and Jessica Barbara setting
the female course record at 1:38:42.
Brynton is a regular Run Warrandyte
participant and in 2018 won the 15km
event with a time of 1:02:50.
In 2020, the 15km course record was

set by Luke Walker at 59:29.
With Brynton managing a similar
pace in 2021, with consistent sub-fourminute kms, while gaining (according
to Strava) 400 metres of elevation over
four laps — it is quick!
But while we can pour over stats
and splits, Run Warrandyte is about
celebrating our community, and
exploring our bush environment.
The participants were diverse in
background and ability but “the vibe
on the run” was that everyone was
glad to be back out in the open, with
other people.
As always, the volunteers and the
organising committee did a stellar
job in keeping people safe and on
course and I thank the marshals and
organisers for putting on a wonderful
community event.
Local MP Ryan Smith normally takes
on MC duties at the event, but with the
COVID changes, this was off the cards,
so he took the opportunity to run the
5km course.
The popularity of Run Warrandyte is
growing and as well as representatives
from groups such as Victorian Ultra
Runners (VUR), Westerfoldians and
Generation Run; there were also
runners using Run Warrandyte to
achieve their 2021 running goals —
such as Daniel Cole who is running
20 x 21km runs in 2021, with an official
result from Run Warrandyte making
this run number three.
The Diary spoke with Daniel about
his challenge.
“I am 73 years old and prior to
having my left hip begin to wear out,
I was regularly running marathons
and ultra-marathons, including the
Boston Marathon, the Marathon du

Medoc in France and the legendary
Comrades race between Durban and
Pieter Maritzburg in South Africa.
“I had a new hip in 2018 and ran one
marathon in 2019, then not a lot of
running events over 2020.
“So I decided that the perfect
challenge for 2021 was to run 20 x 21s.”
Daniel went on to talk about his
impressions of Warrandyte’s annual
fun run.
“I was more than impressed with the
organisation and conduct of the event.
“Everything went smoothly, from
acceptance of my late entry to my
rather well towards the tail of the field
finish, and the showbag at the end.
“The course is scenic, with
challenging ascents and descents,
pleasant views of the Yarra for those
slow enough like me, to take it in, and
cheerful encouraging volunteers along
the way.
“A really nice touch was the
individual announcement of runners
as they finished.
“Congratulations to all involved.”
On the day, water was supplied by
Just Water, in containers made out of
a plant based material which kept the
litter to a minimum.
After running the three-lap version
for a couple of years, the fourth lap —
to bring it up to a half-marathon — felt
like a gamble.
But it was a surprisingly enjoyable
experience.
I am looking forward to seeing what
the event committee have in store for
2022, especially when (one hopes)
both the spectators and event village
will be able to feature once again.

Photos: SANDI MILLER
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Fours and Fives keep the dream alive
By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE Cricket Club will go
to into finals with two sides after the
Fourth and Fifth XI qualified in their
respective grades.
The Third, Sixth and Eight XI
required a win in the final round of
the season to place in the top four
with other results to go their way, but
all missed out on percentage.
The Fourth XI will face Templeton
at Milperra Reserve on March 6 while
the Fifth XI will face Wantirna South
at Walker Reserve on the same day
to keep the club’s premiership hopes
alive.
With just two weekends of finals,
every game will be an elimination
face-off.
The Second XI faced a hefty
assignment in the last round.
A decisive win could have seen them
lock in a finals spot, whereas a defeat
could have seen them relegated from
Meehan Shield in a tight grade.
A narrow win in the final round saw
them just miss finals on percentage.
The First XI have missed out on
finals also but have avoided relegation
as the side look to 2021/2022.

1st XI

The First XI finished the season with
a string of defeats, ending the season
on four wins and nine losses.
While the side will rue a difficult
season, they will look forward to
season 2021/2022 with a keen eye as
the club’s young talent emerges.
Ben Taylor led the runs with 289 for
the season while young gun Brady
Poole led the bowling attack with 18
wickets.
Round 10
Warrandyte 9/122
def by Norwood 4/123
Ben Taylor 40, Adam White 35,
Luke Killey 2/25
Round 11
Warrandyte 9/121
def by St Andrews 4/124
L Madushanka, Dave Mooney 32,
Jack Ellis 2/14
Round 12
Abandoned
Round 13
Warrandyte 8/93
def by Bayswater Park 6/239
Adam White 23 & 2/19, Jack Ellis 22

Round 14
Warrandyte 67
def by East Ringwood 3/216
Dave Mooney 16, Luke Killey 1/22

2nd XI

The Second XI missed out on finals
by the barest of margins — 0.04 per
cent behind fourth place.
A positive win-loss record of 7-6 was
not enough for the Twos after a strong
season for the defending champions
with Patrick Grocott leading with
213 runs and skipper Luke Warren
claiming 25 wickets for the season.
His deputy in VC Isaac Tua claimed
20 of his own.
Round 10
Warrandyte 4/209
def Warranwood 159
Darcy Poole 57,
Lachlan Haberfield 52,
Isaac Tua 3/33
Round 11
Warrandyte 7/182
def Heathwood 79
Lachlan McAlary 70, Isaac Tua 5/15
Round 12
Abandoned
Round 13
Warrandyte 115
def by South Warrandyte 147
Blake Haslam 20 & 2/14,
Luke Warren 2/13
Round 14
Warrandyte 145
def Norwood 121
Brady Poole 46, Luke Warren 3/20

3rd XI

The Third XI also missed out on
finals by percentage despite a lastround victory and a 7-4-2 win-loss
record.
After jumping up two grades
following last season’s premiership
triumph the Threes looked
threatening for the majority of the
season, including skipper Brandon
Stafford who elevated himself into
Pascoe Medal contention with 26
wickets at an average of just 12.
With the bat it was the young brigade
of Blake Haslam (240 runs @ 40) and
Tom Jackson with 235 runs who lead
the way.
Round 10
Abandoned
Round 11
Warrandyte 7/155
def Lilydale 9/153
Brandon Stafford 4/33,
Ryan Hoiberg 34

Abandoned

Round 12

Round 13
Warrandyte 7/170
def by Montrose 5/172
Ryan Hoiberg 47 & 2/5,
Callum Padfield 35
Round 14
Warrandyte 5/194
def Ainslie Park 176
Cameron Day 46 & 2/8,
Simon Bowyer 44

4th XI

The Fourth XI are through to their
third-straight finals and will look to go
back-to-back after last years triumph.
Despite several heart-breaking
defeats, the side picked up momentum
into finals with three wins on the
trot, including that of first-placed
Heathwood.
Shaun Ison leads the run-scorers
with 203 while paceman Jake Stubbs
found another gear this season with
17 wickets at an average of just 10.53.
James Weatherley assisted well with
15 wickets at 6.53.
Round 10
Warrandyte 62
def by St Andrews 63
James Weatherley 5/15,
Jake Stubbs 2/5
Round 11
Warrandyte 2/71
def Templeton 61
Sean Dixon 36*, James Weatherley 3/8
Round 12
Abandoned
Round 13
Warrandyte 5/178
def Boronia 8/170
Tom Heffernan 47, Alex Coutts 40,
Brad Waldron 4/32
Round 14
Warrandyte 8/143
def Heathwood 98
Shaun Ison 40 & 2/6, Chris Jackson 2/6

5th XI

The Fifth XI are the other Warrandyte
representative in RDCA finals this
season finishing five games clear of
fourth place with 9 wins, 4 losses.
Drew El-Moussali finished the
regular season as the club’s highest
run scorer with 449 runs at an average
of 74.83 and will be a player to watch
at this year’s best and fairest.
Anthony Dale (19 wickets) and
Jarrah Aitken (16 wickets) have been
impressive with the ball for the Fives.

Round 10
Warrandyte 9/142
def by Wantirna South 9/165
Drew El-Moussali 44,
Anthony Dale 3/31
Round 11
Warrandyte 8/135
def Wantirna 108
Dean Gidley 52*, Jarrah Aitken 4/27
Round 12
Abandoned
Round 13
Warrandyte 147
def by East Ringwood 7/177
Callum Lawson 33 & 3/24,
Drew El-Moussali 29
Round 14
Warrandyte 5/156
def Croydon North 6/152
Drew El-Moussali 52*,
Stephen Goddard 52*,
Anthony Dale 2/28

6th XI

The Sixth XI missed finals by just
one game and finished the year with
a 6-7 record.
Rob Fyfe carried on his form from
last season scoring 244 runs while the
young bowling attack was exceptional
as Patrick McAlary (15 wickets @
10.20) and Matthew Quick (15
wickets @ 14.33) led the side with the
kookaburra.
Round 10
Warrandyte 9/146
def by Mooroolbark 7/147
Nathan Croft 74*, Matthew Quick 3/22
Round 11
Warrandyte 0/111
def South Croydon 8/107
Ben Trayford 51*, Patrick McAlary 5/5,
Rob Fyfe 29*
Round 12
Abandoned
Round 13
Warrandyte 1/119
def Bayswater Park 7/116
Rob Fyfe 50*, Ben Trayford 40,
Pat McAlary 3/10
Round 14
Warrandyte 9/105
def by Croydon North 8/115
Ben Trayford 34, John Prangley 2/19

7th XI

The Seventh XI endured a difficult
end to their season finishing with
three wins and 10 losses.
Travis Jackson continued to pile
on runs with 262 for the season and
despite missing much of the season
with a broken foot, Bill Stubbs was the

pick of the bowlers with nine wickets
for the season.
Round 10
Warrandyte 99
def by Wantirna South 2/103
Travis Jackson 25
Round 11
Warrandyte 71
def by South Warrandyte 0/90
Chris Callow 26
Round 12
Abandoned
Round 13
Warrrandyte 8/179
def by Templeton 4/181
Kyle Appleby 48, Travis Jackson 43,
Orlando McDowell 1/10
Round 14
Warrandyte 7/114
def by Chirnside Park 3/121
Campbell Prior 2/13,
Travis Jackson 24

8th XI

The Eighth XI were yet another side
unlucky to miss finals.
They fell 0.06 per cent short of a spot
in the four with 6 wins and 5 losses.
Skipper Greg Warren continued to
score well with 290 runs alongside
Craig Haslam who scored 239 and put
on a half-century six times over the
course of the season in an impressive
season for him.
Young leg-spinner Hugo Hay spun a
web in the grade with 16 wickets at an
average of just 15.50 and will be one to
watch in the coming seasons.
Round 10
Warrandyte 8/155
def Kilsyth 123
Ben Sproat 39*, Hugo Hay 3/19,
Greg Warren 32 & 2/19
Round 11
Warrandyte 9/161
def Heathwood 9/115
Greg Warren 40, Tate Hodgson 39,
Thomas Davidson 3/16
Round 12
Abandoned
Round 13
Warrandyte 7/208
def by Croydon Ranges 8/225
Craig Haslam 50*, Hugo Hay 2/33
Round 14
Warrandyte 8/118
def by Chirnside Park 5/128
Greg Warren 32, Craig Haslam 31,
Ben Sproat 2/15

Warrandyte CC fields inaugural girls’ side
By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE CRICKET Club’s first
girls’ junior side took to the field in
the RDCA Stage 2 Spirit competition
in another win for women’s cricket
in the area, playing Warranwood on
December 13.
The side strode out with excitement
and, despite being defeated on the
day, played well against a very good
side with Emer Heffernan retiring on
18 runs and Lucy Prentice retiring and
claiming 1/10.
Warrandyte claimed their first win at
Warrandyte Reserve against Vermont
in a fantastic display.
Cassie May’s 3/5 helped dismiss the
opposition for 55 and four girls retired
not out with Heffernan top-scoring
with 29 to help the side to an historic
win.
The girls made it two on the trot
against Templeton w ith Millie
Snowden doing the damage with 23
runs and Emer Heffernan claiming
3/2 in another strong performance that
displayed the talent of the side.
The energy around the team and
now the club is palpable for its latest
addition to the Warrandyte Cricket
Club and Warrandyte Women’s Coordinator Michelle Heffernan is thrilled
with the progress so far.
“Warrandyte Cricket Club was
extremely proud to make history this
season by fielding our first ever girls’
team.
We entered the RDCA Level 2

Girls spirit competition in Round
5 and have seen the girls improve
every game, culminating in some
successful end of season wins.
The girls have dedicated themselves
to improving their skills and have
trained hard under the guidance of
Coach Michael Spence and Assistant

coach Ben Trayford.
To see the girls in the Warrandyte
colours out on the field was a
proud day for all at the club, we
have such a rich history of women’s
cricket in Warrandyte and to see the
resurgence of interest in the game
was fantastic.

The girls have had a great season
and, while their cricket skills have
seen them become very competitive,
they have all enjoyed their time on
the field and have had a great time.
It is a wonderful group of players
who the whole club and community
can be very proud of.

We want pathways for girls coming
out of the Woolworths blast cricket
program so they can then go on
and play competitive junior female
cricket at the club right up to senior
level, with opportunities to also play
representative cricket.
We see a bright future for girls and
women’s cricket at the club, and
after our strong past, see us as once
again being a leader of female
cricket in the area.”
Inaugural Girls’ XI
Juliet Edwards
Lucy Prentice
Emer Heffernan
Aimee Spence
Amelia Gemmill
Millie Snowden
Cassie May
Lily Dixon
Sive Trayford
Kara Thomson
Meanwhile the senior women’s
social side is having a blast of their
own, playing some very competitive
matches in the East Metro Women’s
Social competition.
With the emphasis on social, the
team are enjoying getting out on the
field.
But that didn’t hold back standout
of the Warrandyte team, Andrea
Cummings, who made a staggering 48
of 15 balls in the team’s recent match
against Thornbury.
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