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Welcome back

As we cautiously emerge from our Coronavirus cocoons we look forward, with hope, to a return to our community
connections. Despite the Festival being delayed until spring, we have the arts, sports, and civic life returning to a
tentative normality we would not have dreamed of late last year. We are also looking back at an extraordinary year
of empty streets, stacked chairs and seemingly endless confinement to our 5km bubble. Diary photographer, Bill
McAuley, along with David Wadelton, documented the Manningham experience during lockdown. Their exhibition,
Empty Streets and Stacked Chairs, currently on at the Manningham Art Gallery. Bill snapped young Jacob shooting
hoops in the depths of lockdown at a deserted Warrandyte Primary School. For more images from the exhibition,
see Pages 18–19 or head to the gallery until March 27.
Photo BILL McAULEY
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IT’S TAX TIME
We specialise in
helping businesses

Refer to our new website for more
information: ptasaccountants.com.au
Speak to us now - we welcome
business and personal tax enquiries
Super advice will be provided by Personalised
Taxation and Accounting Services as an
authorised representative of SMSF Advisers
Network Pty. Ltd. AFSL No.: 430062

We ne
qualified maintenance plumber

If you’re interested, we would love to hear
from you — employment@h2pro.com.au
Check out our FB to see what we are about.
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“Every strike brings me closer to the
next home run” — Babe Ruth
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OVER THE HILLS

By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER
THEthings
HILLSchange...
The
more
We return to our roots and sift through
the Warrandyte Diary archives to find
how Warrandyte has changed (or hasn’t
at all) over the last 50 years.

WARRANDYTE HALL:
IT’S YOURS
Warrandyte Diary, Edition #2
February 1, 1971

If you live within a two mile radius of the
Warrandyte Post Office you are automatically
a member of the Warrandyte Mechanics’
Institute.
As such you are a part owner of the
Warrandyte Hall, and the committee of the
W.M.I. addresses this open letter to you,
explaining the activities of the institute and
the current state of the hall.
Perhaps the idea of a Mechanics’ Institute
is quaintly archaic, with its 19th century
aims of establishing buildings to foster adult
education and recreation.
However, much of this concept is still true.
Although the educational role of the
institute may not be so important in the
1970s recreation facilities are still a very real
and increasingly more important need in the
community,
Some of the activities for which the hall

By JOCK MACNEISH

caters are children’s dancing and painting
classes, art exhibitions, music and drama
performances, and as a meeting place for
local clubs and organisations
Warrandyte’s public hall glistens in its new
coat of paint.
It has to be maintained and improved by its
owners the residents of Warrandyte.
On more utilitarian note, the hall is used
as a polling station for government and
municipal elections and has given valuable
service as a relief centre during bush fire
emergencies.
The hall is available for hire to any person
or group and for hirers resident in the district,
special concession rates apply.
For many years the hall has catered well for
community interests, but advancing age and
rising costs of maintenance have brought a
deterioration in the fabric of the building,
making it unattractive to all but regular
users and bringing about a consequent loss
of income.
During the last 12 months, this situation
came to an alarming stage when the building
was threatened with closure for failing to
comply with certain Department of Health
requirements.
However, the committee of management
finding no other suitable venues in the
district to house the activities usually
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local
newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it has retained
its strong community character, being produced mostly by volunteers
with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its
independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards
the people, environment and character of the place it serves. Its
monthly circulation is 3,500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.

accommodated in the hall and believing
that such activities are vital to our community
life, decided that the hall must remain open.
To accomplish this, major structural
repairs and general refurbishing work have
been undertaken: the building has been
repainted inside and out, rotten timbers in
the foundations and floor structure have
been replaced, plumbing overhauled and hot
water provided to the supper room.
Other improvements already undertaken
or proposed include new window and
stage curtains, more adequate heating and
improved seating in the main hall.
Somehow, all these improvements must
be paid for.
The City of Doncaster and Templestowe
has made a very generous donation of
$1,400, which will cover half of the major
reconstruction work but we must continue
to raise more money so that other work
already undertaken can be paid for, improved
facilities provided to make the hall more
comfortable and attractive and regular
maintenance carried out to keep the building
in good repair.
We ask you to remember that this building
is wholly owned by the community; it is not
a council or government responsibility and
receives no financial subsidy.
The hall must be maintained by us.

WARRANDYTE

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression
of that spirit.
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where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,
and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and
acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people continue to play within our community.
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Green summer creates disposal dilemma
By SANDI MILLER
AS RESIDENTS of Manningham
struggle to keep up with garden growth
caused by above average rainfall during
this year’s La Nina, Manningham has
announced the indefinite closure of
the municipal green waste centre.
This is on top of a Council moratorium
of burn-off permits, after existing
permits automatically expired at the
end of November, 2020.
At Manningham’s January Council
meeting, Manningham’s Director of
Planning and Community, Angelo
Kourambas, said it has been Council’s
practice to issue permits to burn for a
three-year period, and around 2,000
Permits to Burn expired on November
30, with new requests for permits being
made since then.
“Due to localised conditions and the
heightened risk of fire with high curing
rates across Manningham, these
requests have been denied”.
Mr Kourambas acknowledged that,
given the CFA had not declared the
fire danger period, this decision has
caused confusion amongst residents.
“We have had discussions with the
CFA, and it has been confirmed that
the localised risk-based approach is
very appropriate and supported, so
although the district had not been
declared, local councils can take
appropriate action as they see fit, if
the local conditions dictate it is more
dangerous here than it might be in
other parts of the district.”
He said Council is in the process of
reviewing the permit to burn process
as part of a broader local law review,
which aims to provide a more efficient
and clear process.
“We will be looking at a new permit

system to improve communication
with our community, we will try and
be a bit more tech savvy in terms of text
messages, social media, rather than
traditional means,” he said.
Now that the fire danger period has
been declared Mr Kourambas said
Council will not be issuing any more
permits, which means that residents
have even fewer ways to deal with
their green waste coming into the
hot weather, particularly now that
the Green Waste Centre has locked
its gates.
Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew
Conlon told the Diary, Manningham’s
Green Waste Centre has been deemed
not to be in suitable condition to
reopen under current regulatory
operational requirements.
“Recent Victorian Government
reforms regarding Waste Transfer
Stations, which includes green organic
waste, have led to a review of the
operations of the Manningham Garden
Waste Centre.
“As part of these reforms, the
Victorian Government released
the policy Recycling Victoria — a
new economy in February, 2020 and
throughout 2020 a number of new
reforms were put in place.
“This included more stringent rules
around Waste Transfer Stations.
“We have put a management plan in
place and we are developing options,
which will be considered at a Council
meeting during 2021,” he said.
He said during the year Council
has minimised the amount of mulch
on site at the Garden Waste Centre
and what is there complies with EPA
guidelines.
He said the site’s closure will not

FIRE DANGER PERIOD
Fire restrictions for Manningham
begin February 8, 2021

affect Council’s curb-side green waste
collection as the contractor has always
taken the waste to the Knox Transfer
Station.
The Council has in previous years
provided vouchers for residents to take
their green waste to the Green Waste
Centre, however the uptake on this has
never been strong.
Cr Conlon said that of the 7,700
residential households in the bushfire
prone area (BPA) of Manningham, last
year around 780 people registered for
garden waste vouchers.
“In the first nine months of that
financial year, which is when the
green waste centre was open, only
794 vouchers were used, and residents
were entitled to three each.”
“The problem with the Green Waste
Centre and that approach is that it
relies on people to have a trailer, and a
lot of people don’t have a trailer and a
lot more people don’t even have a tow
bar,” he said.
However, Cr Conlon said everyone
has a responsibility to reduce their risk.
“It does not just protect your own
assets, your own house and property,
it helps protect those around you and
those around them et cetera, it is about
containing the fire,” he said.
Council has offered alternative
options for residents to dispose
of excess garden waste, including
ordering an additional garden waste
bin for their properties.
The additional bin comes at a cost of
$125 per year ($2.38 per week) which is
added to the property’s rates.
Residents can also book a bundled
branches collection to be collected
from their nature strip.
However, he said, this will reduce the
number of hard waste collections you
are entitled to.
Another alternative is to visit one
of the neighbouring waste transfer
centres in Nillumbik, Knox, Banyule
or Whitehorse.
Cr Conlon said he himself took
a trailer of waste recently to the
Whitehorse Transfer Station.
“I had about half of a cage of stuff to
get rid of and I couldn’t be bothered
sticking that gradually into my green
bin.
“I just wanted to get rid of it, so I took
it down to the Whitehorse Transfer

station on Burwood Highway, it was
maybe two-thirds full and they charge
you $125 per tonne to get rid of it, but
they have a minimum charge of $50
— so $50 gets you your first 400kg my
trailer came in around 230kg.”
He recommends residents get a
trailer and fill it up as much as possible,
and if you are in a position to help out
your neighbours, then reach out.
“Go around to a couple of neighbours
and look at it as a community service to
be helping your neighbours to get rid of
stuff and looking after your own assets.
“So those people with a trailer, if they
fill it up as much as they can, pretty
sure they wouldn’t be over the $50,”
he said.
In fact, Cr Conlon is putting his
money where his mouth is.
“I am offering my trailer to people that
message me and I will actually come
around, if they want to contribute the
$50 to take it to Whitehorse Transfer
Station.
“They can contact me on 0425 732 238.
“I haven’t had anyone take me up
yet, I am putting it on Facebook — I
will say yes, but they may have to
wait, depending on how many people
take me up on it — I think it is really
important,” he said.
For residents living in the BPA,
Council is offering additional free
garden waste disposal days on
Saturday, February 20 to Sunday,
February 29 at local reserves in
Warrandyte, Donvale, Wonga Park
and Park Orchards.
Residents must book their disposal
session online.

Comments on social media have
decried the February dates as too late
in the season, given that the worst
of the fire season generally occurs in
early February.
However, Cr Conlon pointed out
that the disposal days are in addition
to services provided over weekends in
November 2020 for residents to reduce
fire hazard fuel loads on their private
properties.
“This service was also provided
following the large storm event early
in 2020.
“We encourage residents to manage
their properties year-round to prepare
for emergencies, including fire, storm
and flood,” he said.
Further information to assist
residents in preparing properties can
be found at www.manningham.vic.
gov.au/prepare-for-an-emergency.
The Fire Danger Period for
M a n n i n g h a m , Ya r r a R a n g e s ,
Maroondah and Knox began on
Monday, February 8.
The rest of the state already had the
danger period declared in December.
However, Cr Conlon said the
declaration of the Fire Danger Period
should not be the trigger to ensure your
property is protected from fire.
“It is an all year-round thing — fire
preparedness is not about getting
ready at the start of fire season, it is
about maintaining your property all
year round so you don’t have to have
that big push to try and get rid of stuff
in one push”.

Kevin Andrews gets his marching orders in Menzies
By SANDI MILLER
IN A SHOCK result, Federal member
for Menzies, Kevin Andrews has lost
Liberal preselection for his seat.
Mr Andrews was ousted at a vote
by Liberal branch members in favour
of former Commando and Barrister,
Keith Wolahan.
The preselection was due to be held
in March of last year but was delayed
due to the Coronavirus pandemic.
Liberals insiders were predicting a
close race but expected Mr Andrews
to prevail given it is rare for sitting MPs
to be dumped.
However, Mr Wolahan won 181–111.
Mr Andrews’ fight for his seat was
supported by many high-ranking party
stalwarts including Federal Treasurer
Josh Frydenberg, and former prime
ministers John Howard and Tony
Abbott.
Andrews’ ultra-conservative faith-

driven views have been controversial,
as he overturned euthanasia laws and
stood against marriage equality for
LGBTI+.
The removal of a sitting member has
not happened for more than 20 years,
with many conjecturing that the vote
shows the grassroots membership is
looking for fresh faces and want to
move away from the far-right ideology,
championed by the long-serving
Andrews.
A sentiment that was reflected in Mr
Frydenberg saying:
“Today the Liberal Party, in the seat
of Menzies, has started a new chapter
and selected a new candidate in Keith
Wolahan.”
He said Mr Wolahan had served
Australia “with distinction”, having
completed three tours of Afghanistan
in the Defence Force.
He also praised Mr Andrews’ service.

“Kevin, thank you for your
outstanding commitment to Liberal
values, to your electorate, and to your
country,” he added.
Mr Andrews said that his
commitment had always been to the
people of Menzies and Australia.
“The greatest privilege an Australian
can have is to serve in the Federal
Parliament,” Mr Andrews said.
“And to have done so for almost three
decades is something which I wake up
every morning and shake myself that I
have been able to do that.
“I wish my successor well — I wish
that in the future the Liberal Party will
remain united, stable, strong.”
Kevin Andrews is currently the
longest-serving member of Federal
Parliament, having ser ved as a
Minster in the Howard and Abbott
G overnments, and has be en a
backbencher since 2015.

He has been the Member for Menzies
since a by-election in 1991 which won
him the seat.
M e n z i e s c ov e r s Wa r r a n d y t e,
D o n c a s t e r, D o n v a l e , B u l l e e n ,
Templestowe, Eltham, Wonga Park
and Kangaroo Ground, and is largely
considered a blue-ribbon Liberal seat.
Mr Wolahan spoke after the ballot
and said the preselection vote “was
never a referendum” on Mr Andrews’
record, which was one the Liberal Party
was very proud of.
“Today was a vote by the members
for the future, and I am extremely
humbled by that,” he said.
Mr Andrews told the Diary, it had
been “an honour and a privilege to
serve the people of Menzies for the past
three decades.
“I look forward to continuing to serve
until the end of my term and I wish my
successor all the very best”.

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT

0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years
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Construction to start on Fitzsimons Lane
By SANDI MILLER
DESPITE COMMUNITY objection,
work is about to commence on
redevelopment of the “Eltham
G a t e w a y ”, t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n o f
Fitzsimons Lane with Main Road
in Eltham and Porter Street in
Templestowe.
After months of suffering through the
disruption caused by the Warrandyte
Bridge widening, detours around
Fitzsimons Lane could see a return
to the congestion that clogged Yarra
Street.
The works will see an increased
urbanisation of an area adjacent to
Westerfolds Park and bring more
concrete hard up against the edge of
the Green Wedge.
Contractors BMD Construction are
setting up to begin construction on the
Fitzsimons Lane Major Roads project,
establishing a depot at Websters Road,
which until recently was, in part, home
to the municipal green waste centre.
The lease of the site was approved
at the January 2021 Manningham
Council Meeting.
In a community update posted on
their website at the end of January,
Major Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV)
said the project will upgrade key

intersections along Fitzsimons Lane
to reduce congestion, improve safety
and provide better walking and cycling
connections for the 60,000 people who
use it every day.
The focus for construction will
be new traffic lights at Main Road
and Leane Drive intersection,traffic
lights to replace roundabouts at
the Fitzsimons Lane/Main Road
intersection and Fitzsimons Lane/
Porter Street intersection, with an
upgraded signalised intersection at
Williamsons Road/Foote Street.
“People travelling along Fitzsimons
Lane will benefit from better and safer
journeys travelling through these
upgraded intersections.”
Local activists, Eltham Community
Action Group (ECAG) have been vocal
in their objection to the project.
The group presented the State
Government with a 2,900-signature
petition against the project, calling the
works an unnecessary overkill, which
will see “hundreds” of trees removed
in the process.
“A massive, signalised intersection
(the three roads having 10, 8 and 8
lanes at the lights) will form an area of
bitumen and concrete roughly the size
of the MCG oval and destroy forever

our iconic entrance to the Green
Wedge Shire,” they said in a statement.
The group have tied red ribbons
around each of the trees set for removal
during construction, to highlight the
impact the project will have on the
Main Road intersection.
ECAG said they commissioned and
presented their own alternative design
that would keep the roundabout
and many of the trees, but despite
agreeing it was as effective as the
official designs, Major Roads rejected
the compromise.
The statement from MRPV said
following community consultation last
year it removed two traffic lanes from
the Eltham approach.
“Further design changes include
reducing the number of lanes, which
will enable us to retain more trees.”
M R P V s a i d t h e y w ou l d ke e p
consulting throughout the build “to
ensure as many trees and community
features are retained as possible”.
A construction worker who is
working on the project told the Diary
that he is concerned that a lack of
communications with the public by
MPRV will see construction workers
potentially come into conflict with
protesters when tree removal begins.

The Diary gave MRPV a series of
questions about the impending
construction:
How many trees are set to go in the
final plans?
Why do you feel it is appropriate to
remove so many trees?
Why was the alternative design
provided by Eltham Community Action
Group rejected?
Where are the offset plantings
planned for?
Is there any thought to addressing
the “character” of the Eltham Gateway
to retain the “feel” of the bushy
environment around Eltham?
Given that the intersection on Main

Road goes quite quickly down to one
lane, how is the overall congestion
going to be helped?
What are the traffic congestion
contingencies during construction,
what road closures are planned, where
are the diversions planned to go?
As we go to print, Major Roads are yet
to respond to these questions.
More information about the project
plans from MRPV can be found at
roadprojects.vic.gov.au/projects/
fitzsimons-lane-upgrade
ECAG is urging anyone with
concerns about the project to visit
elthamaction.org.au and write to
their local member.

Council remuneration review Yarra Ward Report

By SANDI MILLER
AT MANNINGHAM Council’s January
Meeting, Council voted to commence
public consultation around allowances
paid to Councillors.
The Local Government Act (LGA)
2020 has abolished the ongoing
need for Councillors to review their
own allowances, however, until the
newly formed Victorian Independent
Remuneration Tribunal sits, Councils
continue to be required to review their
own remuneration within six months
of being elected.
Mayor of Manningham, Cr Andrew
Conlon told the Diary the January
council meeting decision was to give
the community the opportunity to say if
they object to the Councillors pay rise.
The review takes in the decision
deferred by the last council to put the
remuneration into their new Tier 3
classification against the background
of the COVID-19 crisis.
This would have seen the allowance
rise from:
Mayor: $81,204 per annum (plus 9.5
per cent superannuation)
Councillor : $10,914 – $26,245
p e r a n nu m ( p l u s 9 . 5 p e r c e nt
superannuation)
To:
Mayoral allowance of $100,434 (with
a $9541 superannuation contribution),
Councillor allowance of $31,444 (with
a $2987 superannuation contribution)
This is an increase for the

Mayor: $19,230 (plus 9.5 per cent
su p e ra n nu at i o n ) a n d f o r e a c h
Councillor: $5,199 (plus 9.5 per cent
superannuation).
Cr Stephen Mayne spoke to the
motion at the meeting and said he
was uncomfortable in having Council
review its own allowances and was
relieved that future decisions are
being moved to the consideration of
the Tribunal.
Public submissions are open until
March 1, with a committee of all
councillors hearing submission on
March 9 before the recommendations
being presented to Council on March
23.
Under the LGA 1989 the Victorian
Government sets the upper and lower
limits for all allowances paid to the
mayor and councillors.
At least once every year, the Minister
for Local Council reviews the limits
and ranges of mayoral and councillor
allowances.
Council must then increase its
mayoral and councillor allowances in
accordance with the adjustment factor.
Some residents believe that any rate
increase at this time is inappropriate.
Former Maroondah Councillor and
now Manningham business owner,
Mary-Anne Lowe said it was “very
disappointing that a newly elected
council’s first priority is to give
themselves pay rises”.
She said the funds could be used

to help those most in need across
Manningham.
“How many food parcels could that
money fund for local families doing it
tough right now?
“How many families have lost jobs,
businesses closed and savings drained
to survive 2020?,” she said.
Cr Conlon said the duties of a
councillor demand time, energy and
commitment with many reducing their
time in paid employment to meet the
demands of the role.
“While it is an honour to serve on
Council, an allowance helps in part to
compensate councillors, although it
does not reflect the actual value of the
time and commitment they contribute
to the role and the community”.
He said workloads continue
to increase in line with the city’s
growth and the provision of suitable
allowances enables those committed
to civic leadership to better inform
their choices about public service,
their careers and financial future whilst
balancing family and public life.
In essence, for councils to attract
quality councillors, remuneration
should fairly compensate them for the
time they give to the community.
Submission regarding the
remuneration review must be made
in writing, before March 1, to:
Chief Executive Officer
Manningham City Council
PO Box 1, Doncaster, Victoria, 3108

With CARLI LANGE
HAPPY NEW YEAR, Yarra Ward.
It is my privilege to be your 2021 Yarra
Ward Councillor and I wish to extend
my appreciation for your support in
representation and advocacy with
Manningham Council.
Last year was a year like no other,
followed by a different feel to the
holiday season.
However, many things remain the
same in Yarra Ward; such as our
wonderful community spirit and
support for each other when times
get tough.
Our Yarra Ward residents are
passionate, committed and caring of
their village township.
Already this year, and over the
holiday season, I have been working
with residents on issues that matter
most to them.
Fire preparedness
Like last year, this current Summer
Season has been like no other.
Residents have found their property
fire preparedness difficult and
different to manage, due to expired
Permit To Burn certificates, large storm
events, later Fire Season declaration
and different procedures to the
Manningham Green Waste disposal
management.
Yarra Ward residents know property
fire preparedness is about a wholeyear process, but found this season
difficult with a period where their
three-year Permit To Burn had expired,
and new permits are not issued in
Manningham, until the end of the
following Fire Season completion,
which is approximately April/May the
following year.
In addition, the CFA declaration for
Manningham Fire Danger Period was
made later this year, therefore residents
felt they had optimal December and
January time, when they could have
been continually preparing their
properties and burning their fuel piles.
As one resident had told me:
“Being small landholders
in Manningham’s urban fringe
carries not only great privileges but
responsibilities.
One of these is fire preparedness.
All year round we are cleaning up,
mowing, chopping dead branches

and burning green waste to do our
best to keep the fuel as low as possible.
It is becoming harder to support
our ‘stay and defend’ plan as the
larger properties around our road
are now owned by land bankers
opportunistically waiting for a
change in the rules about the green
wedge.
Those property owners do the
minimum, cutting the grass once
a year but leaving the dead trees
and other green waste lying around
increasing the area’s fire risk.
Still, we optimistically adhere to
the things we think are important
— have an up-to-date fire plan, keep
working on fuel reduction, join the
local community to fight for the
Green Wedge, support our fabulous
new Councillor Carli Lange and
keep enjoying our very beautiful
environment”.
Many Yarra Ward residents have
found themselves at a loss this summer
season on “what to do” and many
residents are looking forward to
utilising Manningham’s Garden Waste
Skip Bin days, within Yarra Ward, in
February even though most Yarra
Ward properties have more than one
skip load of Green Waste to dispose of.
Everard Drive, Warrandyte
Everard Drive, Warrandyte residents
are experiencing traffic congestion and
blocked driveways, due to more and
more parking along the narrow road.
Given its narrowness, its uses as
a walking route and new-found
popularity on social media as “one of
Melbourne’s Top 10 River Swimming
Holes”, residents are experiencing
driveway blockages and traffic
congestion preventing local residents
to safely walk or drive through their
streets, and safety concerns regarding
emergency vehicle access.
Council Officers and I have met with
residents regarding the installation of
No Parking signs along Everard Drive,
however residents are concerned these
signs are not being adhered to.
Recent parked traffic along the road
causes safety concerns for walkers and
local residents, never mind the risk
visitors are putting themselves in by
swimming in the Yarra River at Pound
Bend and trying to float through the
tunnel.
Everard Drive residents have seen
local Police driving up and down
Everard Drive, but have not seen or
been aware of any fines being issued
for parking in a signed no parking
areas.
I am here for my community and
can be contacted by phone:
0433 256 840
or email:
carli.lange@manningham.vic.gov.au
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Volunteers recognised in Community Awards
Adrian Mullens

By SANDI MILLER
SOME WONDERFUL volunteers have
been recognised in various Australia
Day awards across the country.
Our own local volunteers were
recognised in ceremonies held in
Nillumbik, and in the electorate
of Menzies, which incorporates
Manningham.
Federal Member for Menzies, Kevin
Andrews awarded 20 individuals
for their contribution to their local
communities.
“They are people who just selflessly
go about their own quiet ways of
contributing to the community —
people who don’t seek recognition,
but deserve recognition — and I
believe this is an important day for us
as a broader community to recognise
those people who quietly build the
community in which we live,” Mr
Andrews said.
He said over the almost 20 years of
holding the awards, there have been
almost 1,200 people recognised.
The Menzies Awards also recognise
community groups who enhance the
lives of the people of Menzies.
“It is through those community
groups that we are such a strong
place, such a wonderful place to live,
because of that unseen work that so
many people do, which is the glue of
the local community that we build
together,” he said.
Cr Andrew Conlon, Mayor of
Manningham, which makes up a
large part of the Menzies electorate,
said that it was wonderful to be able
to express gratitude to those in the
community who have selflessly served
the greater good and have made a
positive difference to someone else’s
life.
Cr Conlon said they were “great

David Ryan

Christian Sharkey

examples of what it means to be an
Australian”.
The individual awards went to; John
Barnes, Steve Buys, Gee Wing Chung,
Colleen Danaher, Ross Dawson, Zakir
Fakhri, Malcolm Ferguson, Ila Franklin,
Trish Hargreaves, Sue Hudson, Alston
Jerome, Tony Louey, Adrian Mullins,
David Ryan, Christian Sharkey, Liz
Stewart, Stuart Steiner, Ron Twining,
and Cheryl Watt.
The 2021 Community Organisation
Award was presented to the Women’s
Friendship Group, who was presented
with an Australian Flag, which had
previously hung at Parliament House
in Canberra.
Captain Adrian Mullens
Warrandyte CFA
Captain Mullens has given over 36
years of volunteer service, including
eight years as Captain and over 25
years as a senior officer in the CFA.
Captain Mullens has responded
to and commanded numerous lifethreating emergency situations
resulting in the protection of life and
property, including the Warrandyte
Fire in 2014, for which Captain
Mullens was the Incident Controller
and successfully contained the fire,
which had great potential of causing
devastation across Warrandyte.
Adrian commenced with the CFA
in 1984, has attended numerous
fires throughout the state and indeed
Australia, his strong and experienced
leadership style ensures his crews
are well able to protect the Menzies
community.
Adrian told the Dair y he was
humbled to accept this award, but
stressed that it is a team effort, and the
award acknowledged the work of the
whole brigade.

Stuart Steiner

“We have seen with the different
leaders over the years, the brigade
has got bigger and stronger — it is a
matter of us working as a collective
team,” he said.
WO1 David Ryan
Warrandyte RSL
David Ryan deployed as an active
Regimental Sergeant Major with the
Victorian Army Engineers during the
2019/2020 bushfire crisis.
Utilising the experience gained in
a 32-year career in Army Reserve
including in East Timor, border
protection operations and numerous
exercises in Australia, New Zealand
and the Philippines, he produced
outstanding results, helping to
coordinate relief operations for the
Victorian community.
As President of the Warrandyte RSL
for the last four years, David has
excelled in providing remembrance
and social activities for the
Warrandyte and Menzies community.
Following the ceremony, David told
the Diary he felt it was good to have
people recognised for the contribution
they do to the local community.
“But it is always humbling and hard
to accept, but it is an honour to be
recognised for the work you do over
the years.”
Christian Sharkey
Wonga Park Scout Group
Christian joined Wonga Park
Scouts as a volunteer in 2013, since
this time he has been supporting
young members actively encouraging
them in their endeavours.
Christian assists with numerous
activities, ensuring the smooth
running of the group, does a great
job in planning and running events
for the Youth members, and often fills

in for other leaders when they are not
available.
Each year, Christian plans and
leads the families in assisting at
several local community activities
including Anzac Day ceremonies,
he provides significant time and
commitment to the group.
Stuart Steiner
Wonga Park Scouts
Stuart joined Wonga Park Scouts as
a volunteer in 2013.
During this time, he has worked
tirelessly assisting young members
mentoring them in a variety of
different skills and knowledge.
He provides guidance and support
to youth in reaching their potential.
Stuart is also instrumental in
maintaining the scout hall, providing
significant time and commitment to
the group.
Each year Stuart plans and leads
several family hikes for the entire
group ranging from day hikes to
weeklong hikes.
He ensures all of the aspects of these
hikes, from gear to transport, food
and navigation all run smoothly.
Ron Twining
Templestowe RSL
A Templestowe resident for more
than 30 years, Ron Twining has
served as a Justice of the Peace
in Manningham since 1983 and
has attended to the needs of local
residents for more than those three
decades.
A former criminal investigation
branch squad detective of Victoria
Police, Ron is currently President
of the Templestowe RSL and has
conducted Anzac and Remembrance
Day services for the past 18 years.
A much-loved neighbour and

Ron Twining

member of the local community
Ron’s commitment to Manningham
in many areas has been outstanding.
Spending 13 years in Victoria Police
as a senior detective, he also made
great contributions in commerce in
20 years as national general manager
of an Australian transport company.
Ron has been a proud recipient
of the Victoria Police Medal, the
Australian National Service and
Australian Defence Medal, and in
2017 he was the Manningham Citizen
of the Year.
Cheryl Watt
Doncare
Cheryl’s connection with Doncare
c omm en c e d clo s e t o 30 y e ars
ago when it was a much smaller
organisation, in her typical capable
style she looked after administration
and finance.
As the organisation grew, she
introduced the idea that in the better
interest of Doncare, the growing
complexity of the business required
an accountant, Cheryl remained to
support the accountant.
Close to 10 years ago, Cheryl made
the transition to social support for
seniors’ program and very quickly
became integral in the many lives
of Manningham seniors, arranging
opportunities for them to enjoy
hundre ds of so cial activitie s,
assisting them to make friends and
avoid social isolation and loneliness.
She has an amazing ability to
organise and run the programs,
encourages the people around her,
has an amazing sense of humour, and
is a great listener.
Cheryl was not able to attend the
Ceremony, but the award was accepted
on her behalf.

Helping the local Warrandyte community achieve
safe, crystal clear water year round since 1969

A L BAT R O S S
POOLS

Pool Store

Free pool and spa water analysis
Extensively trained and educated team
Best-in-class BioGuard Pool & Spa products
BioGuard 3 Step Pool Maintenance Program
Scum Line Prevention & Treatment products
Suction and Robotic Pool Cleaners
Hayward Pool Equipment
Spare parts and accessories

See you in store or shop online
with Click & Collect still available at albatrosspools.com.au/shop
226-228 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Rd (corner Orchard Gv), Warrandyte VIC 3113 T. (03) 9844 3114 | Monday to Saturday 9am-5pm Sunday 10am-4pm
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Pictured from left to right: Josh Allen, Jan Aitken, Stephany Hutt (Rotary), Mayor Peter Perkans, Finn Deacey and Peter Talbot
Nillumbik awards
Ni l l u m b i k a n n o u n c e d t h e i r
Australia Day awards at a ceremony
in Eltham on January 26.
Mayor Peter Perkins said the award
recipients and their achievements
— and those of others nominated
— underlined a strong legacy of
community service in Nillumbik.
“Today’s award recipients highlight
the strength of commitment to
helping others that exists in our
community,” Cr Perkins said.
“While their ages and backgrounds
may be diverse, this unwavering
commitment to bettering the lives of
those around them is the thread that
draws them together.
“It is also a reflection of an attitude
among the broader Nillumbik
community.
“I congratulate and extend my
heartfelt thanks to today’s award
recipients — and to all those in our
community who work so selflessly to
help improve the lives of others.”
Cr Perkins said the theme of this
year’s ceremony resonated strongly
with the community.
“Today is an opportunity for us all to
reflect, show respect and to celebrate
as we are all part of the story – and this
is especially so after the year we’ve
just been through.

Josh Allen
Nillumbik’s 2021 Citizen of the
Year
Through his work with the CFA as
a member of the Diamond Creek
Fire Brigade, Josh has been involved
in the response and recovery from
significant events including the 2009
Black Saturday bushfires and the
Christmas Day flash floods of 2011.
A member of the Rotary Club of
Diamond Creek, Josh’s work in the
community has been notable for his
energy and enthusiasm, along with
his ability to collaborate with various
local groups and services, including
the Men’s Shed, Lions Club and
Diamond Creek Traders’ Association.
He was instrumental in securing the
W-Class Tram, which now occupies
such a prominent place in the new
Diamond Creek Regional Playspace
and operates as a community café.
Peter Talbot
Volunteer of the Year
An active member of Community
and Volunteers of Eltham (CAVE) for
20 years, he has also been Liaison
Officer for Eltham High School and
Eltham Lions Club President.
Over this time, he has been tireless,
despite his own health setbacks and
challenges, in driving fundraising
e f f o r t s f o r va r i o u s i m p o r t a nt
community causes.

Less visits, straighter

Jan Aitken
Senior Citizen of the Year
Jan Aitken has been fundamental
to the development and success of
the Nillumbik Reconciliation Group.
For 13 years as President, she has
worked to connect communities
through passion, warmth and a
commitment to Reconciliation.
Numerous other communit y
organisations, including schools
and individuals have also benefited
from Jan’s dedication to giving over
the years.
Finn Deacey
Young Citizen of the Year
Over the past year Finn has balanced
the completion of his Year 12 studies
with his commitment to volunteering
for a variety of community
organisations.
These include the Eltham CFA,
Nillumbik’s FreeZa Group, Nillumbik
Unplugged and Eltham Life 3095.
The Rotary Club of Diamond Creek
Community Group of the Year
Despite all the challenges of 2020,
the club managed to push ahead with
a range of initiatives and projects to
help those in need of support.
These included the Second Bite
project (providing food to the
disadvantaged) as well as a range of
arts and education initiatives.

smile

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.
1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106

(03) 9846 3811
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No flies on this young entrepreneur
By JAMES POYNER
WARRANDYTE teenager Jett Appleby
(15) is taking the first steps in what
could be the beginnings of an
entrepreneurial journey.
In December 2020, Jett launched
Thebinsronus, a community focused
bin-run enterprise in which, for a very
modest fee, Jett will put your bins out,
and bring them back in, every week.
The Diary sat down with Jett, at his
home in Warrandyte, to talk about
this new community service.
I started off by asking him what
motivated him to start his venture.
“We’ve all got to start somewhere, it
would be good to build up a portfolio,
future employers would probably
like that.
“Plus if I feel good about myself,
being able to get involved in the
community and I make some cash
along the way as well,” he said.
Jett also spoke about the other ideas

he had.
“I thought about washing bins for a
bit but I don’t think it is something I
want to do.
“I had some other ideas — like
mowing the lawn, but that was
immediately crossed off.
“There was mowing the lawns, there
was washing bins, there was washing
cars but this seemed the most suitable.”
The rolling hills and large blocks
which characterise the Warrandyte
landscape can often make the weekly
walk to the street an arduous task and
the community were invested in Jett’s
service from the moment he pressed
send on his first Facebook post.
“I think it was the night I posted the
ad, about two hours after I posted.”
Jett’s client base, is still relatively
small, covering about 12 streets at the
bridge-end of town.
His business is still in its very early
stages, and while there is no immediate

plan to extend his operation, it would
appear the demand is there.
“Most of the feedback I get is ‘expand
to other areas’ because these are
people who want the service in their
area.
“But it takes time to expand and that
is most of the feedback I really get.
“I don’t think I can expand to
everyone, but you never know.”
Jett’s approach to this new venture is
pragmatic and, after speaking to him,
I come away with the impression that
if this project was to not work out, he
would simply move onto something
else.
But Jett has taken the time to think
about marketing and setting himself
up as something more professional
than the more common teenaged job
enterprises.
“Thebinsronus, I am trying to brand it
as one word, except to make it shorter
we are using the letter r instead of the

Jett Appleby does his weekly rounds
word ‘are’.
“I just want to seem a bit more
professional.”
Father, David, also sees great
potential in Jett’s enterprise.
“I am delighted to see that he has got
this enterprise and I am very proud
of him.
“I think it is great and the fact that he
is getting out there and doing work is
great, character building and providing

a genuine service for a modest fee.
“I think it is a good idea, I can
see it taking off it was done really
professionally,” David said.
If you would like a break from the
bin-run, and support community
enterprise, get in contact with Jett
via his Facebook page
facebook.com/thebinsr or via
phone/text on: 0478 583 505

Bolstering Warrandyte’s built heritage
By SANDI MILLER
THE BUS SHELTER and toilet block
at the Warrandyte Bridge recently
received a much-needed makeover.
Restoration works were carried out
by Stonemason, James Charlwood of
Cathedral Stone.
Mr Charlwood spoke to the Diary
about the project.
Work included the removal of the old
anti-graffiti coating and application of
a new anti-graffiti coating.
The front part of the building was
constructed in 1946, and James says
it is an important piece of Warrandyte
stonework, “and I think it is important
to maintain its integrity.”
“The cleaning was very important,
simply to remove the old anti-graffiti
coating that was on there, which
had become very opaque and was
obscuring the richness of the colour
underneath.
“That original anti-graffiti coating
was just an inappropriate coating,
which is very often the case.
“They are acrylic based coatings
that go on and stay on, and sure, they
facilitate the removal of graffiti, but
they affect the substrate.
“They are very visually obtrusive and
over time they deteriorate.”
He said it was a big job to get the
old coating off, particularly with the
environmental sensitivity and not
using toxic materials that would run
off into the river.
“We were applying it in a poultice
which is very hard on an undulating
surface to keep it moist and then we
were vacuuming it off and containing
all the waste, so it took a lot of elbow
grease,” James said.
He says it is very important both
historically and practically and says
the outcome has been great.
“It has an anti-graffiti coating put
back on, but it is a cellulose-based

coating which is food grade, so it is
of no concern to the river, it is of no
concern to the longevity of the stone,
it has minimal visual impact.
“It would have been nice to leave it
raw, but you can’t not have a graffiti
coating on it, and that was a win, and
I think it was a small step forward.”
He said that after the disaster of
the bus stop opposite the bridge, he
wanted to make sure this project was
done properly.
“I was initially just offering to give
some technical support, the bus stop
opposite was a miserable failure.
“They [VicRoads] had complete
amateurs at work,” he said.
Mr Charlwood believes protecting
Warrandyte’s built heritage should
be of upmost priority in future civic
planning, and he fears Warrandyte
may become “Eltham-ised” if there is
not a greater push to enforce the use
of local stone.
“The bus shelter is obviously a
beautiful example of stonework and
the treatment of the joints being very
open and ad hoc is just part of that
style.
“The risk of our civic landscape
becoming ‘Eltham-ised’ is just
shocking, concrete curves going in
all over the place which, bit by bit it is
happening, and it will have a dreadful
impact on our visual civic landscape.
“ Bu t i t i s a l s o t re m e n d ou s l y
disrespectful of the river, because the
more concrete that goes down, the
more the speed of water runoff from
these streetscapes it is just shocking.
“Warrandyte and Warburton are the
two premiere riverfront townships, and
we should be setting a big example,” he
said.
Any building in Warrandyte is
tricky, there are numerous planning
overlays which restrict or even prohibit
construction.
But part of Warrandyte’s charm is its

village-like aspect.
From a bureaucratic perspective,
it could be argued that concreting is
both financially and operationally
more efficient, but Mr Charlwood is
advocating for a revitalisation of the
whole memorial precinct.
“It is an expensive exercise, but to
have a well formulated masterplan
approach that adopts, particularly
with regards to stonework and hard
landscaping, some principals and
approaches that would then see it
happen, bit by bit.
“Ideally it needs VicRoads onboard,
it needs Manningham on board, but
to adopt the use of stone wherever
possible, to have minimal use of
hard landscaping because of our
river frontage and just from an
environmental perspective we don’t
want to be using too much concrete,
and being the fire-prone township that
we are, we want as much ground water
as possible in the ground.
“So, there are all these multiple
reasons: it is aesthetic; it is to do with
the greening of the streetscapes; it is
to do with the quality of water that
runs into the river; it is to do with
maintaining our built cultural heritage.
“All of these things are important to
Warrandyte.
“Yes, it would be tragic if we wound
up with concrete right through.”
But there is an issue with supply,
there simply is not enough local stone
anymore.
With ever changing health and safety
policies and everyday weathering,
wear and tear, it is inevitable that our
built heritage will need to be worked
on.
So the question for our community
is, how do we maintain the integrity
of our built heritage without breaking
the bank?

James Charlwood

Help shape the future of Manningham
By SANDI MILLER
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL is looking
for community members from across
Manningham to join a new community
panel and help guide the direction of its
strategic plans for the future.
Mayor of Manningham, Cr Andrew
Conlon told the Diary that, while
Council has always undertaken
community engagement, this panel
will be different.
“We often hear from the community
via current advisory panels on specific
topics, we hear from the community on
the budget every year, but [this panel]
is really looking into the strategic side
of what we do as council, what we do
for the next four years so we know what
the priorities should be.
“Our aim is to engage a wide range

of people within the community that
perhaps wouldn’t normally be involved
in community processes, and to hear
from them through the community
panel.”
There will be 40 people on the panel,
who will shape recommendations
to Council for the Council Plan,
Community Vision, Asset Plan and
Financial Plan.
Expressions of interest are being
taken via the Your Say Manningham
website.
Registrations close Monday, March 1.
Cr Conlon said the panel will be
representative of our community.
“Anyone can participate — if you work,
live, study, or play in Manningham and
have ideas for the future of our city then
we want to hear from you.”

Cr Conlon said it is a great opportunity
to have input into Council’s decisionmaking process, so that Council is
aligned with what the community is
expecting.
“By taking that large cross section of
the community — and we are hoping
that silent majority we hear about
will participate — as will many others
who just want good governance and
good value for money for their rates,”
he said.
“I encourage everyone to register to
get involved — the panel will come
together for sessions during March
and it is a great opportunity to meet
new people, discuss ideas and plan
for our future.
“As a group, the panel will learn
about, discuss and consider feedback

from recent community surveys to
make collective recommendations to
Council on the key priorities for our
major strategic documents.
“We want to make sure we have
a panel that represents the shared
priorities, aspirations and values of our
local community, so be sure to register
your interest to get involved today,” Cr
Conlon said.
The community panel will meet faceto-face (if COVID rules allow) at four
sessions during March 2021.
These will be held on weekends or
evenings during the week.
If you are looking to be a part of
the panel, you will be asked about
your background and relationship to
Manningham.
The panel will be randomly selected

from those that register their interest to
ensure that the group is representative
of the voices in our diverse community.
Cr Conlon said there was support
available for those with issues like
language or childcare as a barrier.
“If panellists need support with
childcare or interpreters or whatever
that might be, we are offering support
for those people that need it.”
He s a i d b e c a u s e o f t h e t i m e
commitment, the panellists will receive
a small payment, “which we hope helps
people participate in all four sessions”.
Submissions close on Monday, March
1, 2021.
For more information, visit
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
community-panel
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Golden jubilee for Wonga Park Firefighter

John Greenwood-Smith helps out at the Womens Day Out

JOHN GREENWOOD-SMITH has
reached an incredible milestone,
marking his 50th Anniversary as a
member of the Wonga Park CFA.
John joined the Brigade in 1970.
Brigade Secretary, Hayden Prime
said since that time, he has held many
positions within the Brigade including
Communication Officer (1973–1981
and 2007–2009), VFBV Delegate (2003–
2009), Apparatus Officer (1988–1991)
and Secretary (1979–1985).
“He has been our Treasurer since
January 2011,” notes Hayden.
However, Captain of Wonga Park Fire
Brigade, Aaron Farr tells the Diary, it
is not just the positions which John
has held within the Brigade, it is his
approach to each: his diligence and
intent to do the job well.
Former captain of Wonga Park CFA,
Don Gathercole said John is a “details
man”.
“He always seems to be able to
have possible questions covered,

his attention to detail is quite
phenomenal.”
Don said if John can’t answer a
question adequately, or if supportive
documentation is required, “he has the
uncanny knack of knowing where he’s
filed it, and will invariably come back
with ‘Chapter and Verse’, even if it has
meant trawling back over the 50 years
of his CFA service”.
Aaron adds: “He is a welcoming face
to all newcomers, whom he is very
ready to help.
“As well as regularly attending
training and truck checks, John has
been one of the constants associated
with the Rookie Course.”
John has been the Driver Trainer for
the brigade’s three vehicles and Don
notes “he has a 100 per cent pass rate
during this time”.
He would assist with many hours
of personal time, fitting in with those
working to get their CFA Driver
accreditation.

For many years, for those who arrived
early at the station, the first sight
of John on a Sunday morning was
usually a pair of feet poking out from
under a truck, as he checked all the
tyre pressures on each of the brigade’s
vehicles — usually all completed
before 9am.
John is also a long serving and
experienced firefighter.
“When responding to call outs he
would always turn out, and invariably
turns out on the first truck, and usually
as the driver, at Code 1 level where
required,” said Don.
John has participated in Strike Teams
all over Victoria and NSW.
He has also won the coveted role of
Fire Fighter of the Year and has been
awarded the National Emergency
Medal for the Victorian 2009 fires, the
National Medal with 1st and 2nd Clasps
(2014) and 3rd Clasp (2016).
John is a life member of the Brigade
and of the CFA.

Lucky escape

ON JANUARY 26, a 24-year-old
Hawthorn man had a lucky escape
when he lost control of his car in
Webb Street, Warrandyte.
One of three single-vehicle accidents
that weekend in Warrandyte.
A Police spokesperson told The
Diary, that after visiting a friend’s
home on Fourth Hill, the driver hit a
gutter and lost control before crashing
into a tree.
Members of Police Highway Patrol
attended and said that given the
vehicle travelled sideways for more
than 50 meters before colliding with
the tree, that speed may have been
a factor.
Neighbours who arrived on-scene

moments after the accident at first
thought the noise was a truck losing
its load, but quickly rushed to the
driver’s aid.
“Two of them were nurses so they
were able to help him, while one of us
called 000 and the rest of us directed
traffic,” the good Samaritan said.
Members from Warrandyte and
North Warrandyte CFA attended.
CFA Incident Controller, Adrian
Mullens said the driver was cut from
the car’s passenger side, which, he
speculated, was due to the driver not
wearing a seat belt.
The driver was taken to Royal
Melbourne Hospital with non-lifethreatening injuries.

High tech drones lift firefighting capabilities
VICTORIA’S firefighting capabilities
have been boosted with the launch of a
new aviation unit and four new drones
that will gather aerial images of fires
and other emergencies to strengthen
emergency response efforts on the
ground.
Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, Lisa Neville, joined Fire
Rescue Commissioner Ken Block to
announce a new Fire Rescue Victoria
(FRV) aviation unit based at Burnley.
The new unit will use cutting edge
drone technology, led by a highly
specialised team of firefighters.
Featuring both high-definition
thermal imaging and live streaming
cameras, the unit’s four new drones are
able to capture better quality footage
from the air to support firefighting and

other emergency service purposes.
The drones represent a significant
uplift in capabilities for FRV’s existing
drone service — known as its remote
piloted aircraft systems (RPAS) service
— because of their ability to stay in
the air for up to 30 minutes and to
withstand difficult wind conditions.
Importantly, the new drones can
carry both thermal and optical cameras
at the same time, an advancement on
existing aircraft within the RPAS fleet
which can carry only one type of
camera at a time.
The technology means firefighters
can better monitor fires and other
incidents from the air, and get a fuller
picture of complex fires, ultimately
increasing community safety and
contributing to saving lives.

Commissioner Block said the
technology provides the emergency
services with much greater situational
awareness during a range of emergency
incidents.
“[It] dramatically improves timely
decision making and community and
firefighter safety.”
FRV’s new aviation unit will be
staffed by four dedicated specialist
firefighters, including Civil Aviation
Safety Authority-qualified drone pilots
and specialist aviation accredited
personnel.
The unit, which became operational
l a s t m o nt h, ha s a l re a d y b e e n
instrumental in supporting the
response to a recent industrial fire in
Laverton North.
FRV drones were used last year to

support rapid impact assessment of
fire-affected areas throughout Victoria
following the bushfires that ravaged
large parts of the state in late 2019 and
early 2020.
Emergency Services Minister Lisa
Neville said the technology will give
emergency services greater access to
critical information and intelligence
to efficiently contain fires, respond to
emergencies and save lives.
“As we saw during last year ’s
devastating bushfire season, our
firefighters tackle some incredibly
complex and challenging fires —
these four new drones within Fire
Rescue Victoria’s new aviation unit will
significantly add to their fire-fighting
arsenal,” she said.

CFA embraces the future of firefighting training
By SANDI MILLER
CFA’s 30,000 plus volunteer firefighters
will soon have access to the latest in
virtual reality firefighting training,
with a tailored training package under
development.
CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan
said the technology would help deliver
CFA’s number one priority — people’s
safety — whether volunteers, staff or
the public.
“Accurate risk perception is the key
to staying safe while fighting fires — it’s
at the core of all firefighting,” he said.
“For the past 20 years, CFA has been
at the forefront of computer-based
learning for operational skills and
improving people’s natural ability to
perceive risks in the field.
“But we’re always looking for more
innovative ways to help our volunteers
— that’s why we’re developing virtual
reality firefighting training.
“The initial concept came from our
volunteers themselves — a way to give

volunteers a ‘real life’ ability to assess
their skills, without exposing them to
danger.”
“CFA volunteers from across Victoria
piloted FLAIM Trainer for six months
to see if it suited our operational
requirements, the feedback from
members was very positive,” Chief
Officer Heffernan said.
Rohan Thornton, CFA Ser vice
Delivery Coordinator — Community
Capability for Region 14, and former
Captain of North Warrandyte CFA, was
one of the “test pilots” and said it was
a useful training tool.
“It comes with a firehose which is
attached to a tension mount, which
simulates the fluctuation of pressure
in the hose, which, along with the
immersive graphics, makes the
experience very real,” he said.
FLAIM Systems Chief Technology
Officer and CFA volunteer James
Mullins said FLAIM Trainer “combines
virtual reality technology with real-life

industry standard equipment, such as
a fire nozzle, breathing apparatus, hose
reel, and automated sense-perception
devices such as a fire-proximity heat
suit to simulate both the visual and
sensory feelings of being in a fire,”
he said.
“Alongside the virtual reality headset,
it gives the volunteers an opportunity
to participate in a growing library of
different scenarios — from house fires
and grass fires to aeroplane fires.”
Rohan said the use of gaming
technology will fit well with the
younger recruits that are coming into
the service.
“Gaming is second nature to them, so
they will be able to run with it.”
Rohan likened the training to pilots
training with a flight simulator, where a
pilot will do 80 per cent of their training
in a simulator.
He said it will make time spent
training with real fire more productive,
and safer.

CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan test drives FLAIM

10 Warrandyte Diary

FEBRUARY 2021

Groove on the Green
By SANDI MILLER
AFTER A YEAR of lockdown and
isolation, February 6 saw Warrandyte
emerge to remember its Year of
Wonders, at a photo exhibition and
live event held at Taffy’s hut at the
newly opened Lion’s Park (see page 22
for a selection of the Year of Wonders
photographs).
While the exhibition was a
celebration of the wonderful creativity
that abounds in our photographic
artists, what was discovered over the
course of the evening is the amazing
potential for our new Village Green
as a gathering space and place for all
manner of purposes.
However, this Green may be short
lived, as it is planned to be incorporated
into an extended playground in Stage 2
of the site development.
Yarra Ward Councillor, Carli Lange
attended the event and said, “it was
clear — the vision for Lions Park
upgrade had come to life”.
“The new, treasured and beneficial
open space in front of Taffy Jones Hut
has become a connection for all —

families, groups, couples, individuals,
everyone!
She said the grassed area between
the playground and the Lions Park
extension was a “Groove on the Green”
— enjoyed by everyone.
She said the green had potential to
be a picnic area, a game field, a social
buzz and an audience arena.
She said many locals had spoken to
her to say “thank-you” for this flat grass
area to host presentations, speeches,
entertainment, shows, rehearsals and
galleries — a much needed connection
point for all.
“Many locals said ‘Please, please,
keep this new grass area — just as is
— please keep it open, flat, grassed’,”
Ms Lange said.
Warrandyte Resident Doreen Burge
noted how well the new Green was
utilised during the event, and said
the extension of the playground,
“seems very short-sighted given the
possibilities for this lovely lawn and
its proximity to the natural stage of
Taffy’s Hut”.
Warrandyte Historical Society made
a submission to Council in December,

saying the Stage 2 upgrade would:
“result in an overdeveloped Park with
insufficient space for simple activities,
such as sitting or playing on an open
grassed area”.
“We feel that an extension to the
playground is unnecessary given the
many new features of Stage 1 that can
be utilised by older children.
“We are concerned that the open
views to and across the river will be
compromised by the addition of more
play equipment.
“We feel the current grassed area is
an asset to this new park and would
be well-utilised by families and all
age groups if it were to become a
permanent feature.
“It would be disappointing to see this
area covered with play equipment.”
Karen Mew who coordinates Pottery
Co, which backs onto the space told
the Diary they are planning a series
of events in the area, including
Indigenous talks and music events.
This grass area will be the start and
part of many community events of
Taffy’s Hut, but to do that we need to
keep our green.

By JAMES POYNER
A LATE BREAKING return to New
Year’s restrictions on Wednesday,
Febraury 3, felt like our Coronavirus
worst nightmare was about to come
true, as a number of exposure sites
were listed across Melbourne following
a positive result from an Australian
Open quarantine support worker, the
positive result came at the end of the
day Victoria reported 28 days without
community transmission.
The support worker had been
working at the Grand Hyatt hotel, and
had received a negative test at the end
of his shift.
However, after later becoming ill he

then tested positive for the virus.
The Grand Hyatt hotel was used as a
quarantine facility for Australian Open
(AO) players and officials.
Following the Blackrock cluster scare
over New Year, the mixed opinions
around whether or not Melbourne
should be hosting an international
tennis tournament, right now, and
the recent COVID-19 UK Strain nearmisses experienced in Brisbane and
Perth, Victorians awoke on Thursday,
February 4 to mandatory masks in all
indoor spaces, household visitation
limits of 15 and a delay to the back-inthe-office work quota.
More than 500 AO players and staff

were told to isolate and get tested.
Warm-up events in Melbourne Park
were suspended.
The Department of Health published
a list of Tier 1 exposure sites and
requested anyone who had been at the
site, at the time stated should get tested
immediately and isolate for 14 days.
Current exposure sites are:
• North Point Café, Brighton,
31/1/2021, 8:10am-9:30am
• Kmart Brandon Park, 31/1/2021,
4:35pm-5:10pm
• Nakama Workshop, Clayton South,
1/2/2021, 11:15am-12pm
• Melbourne Golf Academy,

Coronavirus returns service in Melbourne
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Heatherton, 1/2/2021. 5:19pm6:35pm
Aces Sporting Club (Driving
Range), Keysborough, 30/1/2021,
10pm-11:15pm
Kmart Parkmore Keysborough,
31/1/2021, 4pm-5pm
Lululemon, DFO Moorabbin,
1/2/2021, 5pm-5:45pm
Club Noble, Noble Park, 30/1/2021,
2:36pm-3:30pm
Bunnings Springvale, 1/2/2021,
11:30am-12:15pm
Coles Springvale, 31/1/2021, 5pm6pm
Sharetea Springvale, 1/2/2021,
6:50pm-7:30pm

• Woolworths Springvale, 1/2/2021,
6:30pm-7:30pm
• Kebab Kingz, West Melbourne,
29/1/2021, 11:24pm-12:15am
In addition, the AO quarantine
support worker also volunteered with
Noble Park CFA and a number of CFA
and FRV stations were temporarily
closed for deep cleaning, including
Warrandyte.
Despite the 26-year-old testing
positive for the highly infectious UK
Strain of the Coronavirus, all of his
close-contacts — to date — have tested
negative and there has been no new
community transmission.

FEBRUARY 2021

Warrandyte Diary 11

A few days in paradise New dog park in
By JO FRENCH
THURSDAY MORNING, New Year’s
Eve, and another glorious day of warm
water and white sand.
An early morning SUP session, a
coffee on the beach and a swim in the
pool, before my ten-year-old Charlie
and I headed to the local market.
Days here stretched out long and
beautiful, like a sunbather on a towel.
It was our third day in Merimbula.
We had left behind a fridge full
of leftovers, a box of scrunched up
wrapping paper and a decorated tree
and headed to paradise — a green
zone in NSW, just an hour over the
border and many hours south of the
Northern Beaches and Sydney and
single-digit COVID-19 cases.
A place of early morning swims
in a bay of warm turquoise
water that attracted snorkellers,
swimmers, kayakers, and stand-up
paddleboarders.
It was peaceful and warm.
The beach was at the end of our
driveway, and so was the coffee van.
Fireworks and fish and chips were
scheduled to see out the year.
It was just gone 11am, and my phone
buzzed as we walked in through the
market gates.
The message from a friend back
home stopped me in my tracks.
“Hi, have you heard the news today
advising Victorians in NSW to return?”
“No… oh no.”
A frantic online search for more
information began as I called my
husband, but the details were sketchy
and hard to find.
We decided to enjoy the moment at
hand and keep an eye on the news.
Charlie and I brought matching
plaited leather bracelets to
remember our holiday and agreed
that if we had to go home early, we
would be thankful for the fun we had
already had.

It seems lockdown had served us a
good dose of resilience after all.
We cycled into town, cruised the
local surf shops, then hit the beach
for some snorkelling and a swim,
mentally preparing for the possibility
of heading home in the next day or
two.
I was back in the pool around 4pm
when the hurried return of a cyclist
caught my attention.
The Victorian Government had
announced it was closing the border,
and ‘thinking about leaving’ had just
turned into ‘get across the border by
midnight’.
Our new poolside friends ordered
the fish ‘n’ chips while we emptied
sand from our shoes and the food
from the fridge, packed the car and
cleaned the apartment.
A few photos, and the possibility
of indigestion, and we were joining
the rivulets of traffic that pulled us
toward home.
It was a little after 7 o’clock when we
pulled out of Merimbula, the border
was only about 60kms away, but not
long out of Eden we reached the tail
end of the snaking traffic jam, that we
would later realise went all the way
through to the border control check
point at Genoa.
Those 50 something km’s took us
over five hours of inching along,
stopping and starting the engine when
the queue stalled.
Walkers strolled on the shoulder of
the road, groups of teenagers chatted
as they wandered by, passing time,
and stretching their legs.
We listened to the frogs and I
wondered how far into the forest I
would need to walk to get away from
headlights, should nature call.
Midnight passed with no phone
coverage, while we sat stationary on
a bridge in the middle of nowhere,
surrounded by the forest that, exactly

one year ago, had burnt for days and
filled the air with smoke that could be
seen across the ocean.
Car horns beeped a short response
to the passing of the year, and I rested
my head against the window and
cried just a little, imagining the next
fourteen days in quarantine.
It wasn’t clear at that point that it was
about when you joined the queue, not
when you crossed the border.
Going cross-eyed trying to stay
awake, we continued to travel under
5km/hr.
We crossed the border at 1:11am,
but Genoa (and hopefully answers to
some questions) were still 7kms away.
At 1:45 am we sailed through the
Genoa checkpoint, waved on by
police that had no time to check
permits and, I’m guessing, saw the
much bigger problem of weary drivers
as a higher priority.
From then on, every possible lay
away or parking area was littered with
pulled up cars and caravans, with
drivers trying to get enough rest to
make it home.
We swapped seats and rested for an
hour in Orbost, but with sore necks
and aching legs, we decided to keep
heading home.
Bairnsdale McDonalds didn’t know
what hit them — staff arrived for their
6am shift to a car park filling with tired
travellers, but I hope they know their
hard work and hash browns helped
hundreds of people get home safely.
It took two days to get COVID tests,
and more hours in a queue, but with
the news we only needed to wait for
the test results before we could see
friends, our spirits rose and we tried
hard to be thankful for the time we
had in paradise.
Since then, we have managed some
beautiful beach days closer to home,
with friends and sun and surf washing
away, yet again, some COVID blues.

North Ringwood

By SUSAN FOREMAN
MARO ONDAH CIT Y Council
has secured $275,000 from State
Government for a new fenced-off
dog park on Tortice Drive.
The new dog park was awarded in
Round 2 of the State Government’s
Local Parks Program.
In Round 1, Nillumbik secured
$275,000 funding for a fenced-off
dog park in Eltham North.
The Maroondah area dog-park
is planned for Parkwood Reserve,
alongside North Ringwood
Community House.
Once complete, Parkwood Dog
Park will be the closest, purpose
built, fenced-off dog park to
Warrandyte, just over five kilometres
from the township.
This project, part of the larger
Suburban Parks project will see $154
million invested in the development
of 39 new pocket parks and 20 dog
parks across Melbourne.
Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change Lily
D’Ambrosio said: “The pandemic
has brought into sharp focus the

importance of open green space
close to home and these new parks
will deliver just that — building on
our reputation as one of the world’s
most liveable cities.”
“These parks will create local jobs
while they’re being built, boost
surrounding local businesses and
provide social, health and wellbeing
benefits for families and their pets
for years to come.”
Member for Eastern Metropolitan
Region, Sonja Teprstra said the new
dog park in North Ringwood will
make it easier for everyone in the
household to enjoy the outdoors.
“We’ve all spent more time than
usual meeting with friends and
family in our local parks this past
year — and we’ve been reminded
of the many benefits green spaces
can bring.”
“There’s so much to enjoy about
being outdoors and a new park in
Ringwood North will make it that
much easier for locals to enjoy
nature and catch-up with loved
ones, including our four-footed
friends.”

Don’t travel to high risk areas on Extreme Fire Danger Rating days.
If you plan to travel through Victoria during fire season, it’s important to check the Fire Danger Rating every day.
If the rating is Extreme or above, avoid travelling to high risk bush or grassfire areas. It’s safer to travel to cities
or towns for the day.

Plan. Act. Survive. Go to emergency.vic.gov.au
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

12 Warrandyte Diary

FEBRUARY 2021

Cliff Green, Val Polley and Kerrie Boyle

Tributes for our Founding Editor, Cliff Green
tributes

FOUNDING DIARY Editor, Cliff Green passed away in December 2020. Cliff touched many lives in his 86 years, and tributes from across the
country have been received at the Diary office to remember a fearless journalist, a dedicated teacher and a talented screenwriter. We include
a selection here. For Cherie Moselen’s exploration of Cliff’s life and legacy, see the December 2020 edition of Warrandyte Diary.

Cliff Green – President Warrandyte Historical Society 1983-85
By VALERIE POLLEY
WARRANDYTE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
CLIFF GREEN led such a full and
active Warrandyte community life, it
is difficult to highlight just one part of
his achievements.
He is now a part of Warrandyte
history himself, but he also played a
major role in ensuring its historical
stories were told.
He loved the old timer’s tales, the
local ghost stories, and the family
histories.
Over the years, Warrandyte history
has been documented and preserved
through the pages of the Warrandyte
Diary, the newspaper he founded in

1971 and edited for many years.
Its impor tance in pres er ving
the township’s history cannot be
overstated.
Those who attended the Diary Duo
talk organised by the Warrandyte
Historical Society (WHS) in 2016 will
no doubt recall Cliff talking about
how the early newspapers were put
together on the Green’s kitchen table
because there was no office.
The nearest thing to an office was
the yellow post box for contributions
located on the cypress tree in the
centre of the town, still affectionately
known as the Diary Tree.
He spoke of the two rules he had in
the early days.
If someone was attacking Warrandyte

from outside, the Diary went after
them with no holds barred.
If inside Warrandyte the Diary took
both sides and aimed to be fair and
equal in its coverage.
Cliff also loved to tell the story of
how he came to write the screenplay
for the iconic Australian film Picnic at
Hanging Rock in the 1970s.
Author Joan Lindsay wanted the wellknown writer David Williamson, but he
had too many commitments and put
forward Cliff’s name.
As Joan had right of refusal in the
matter, she met and questioned
Cliff but on finding out he lived in
Warrandyte she gave willing assent.
Cliff discovered Joan had many
Warrandyte connections.

She had often enjoyed visits to The
Robins her artist cousin Penleigh
B o y d ’s f a m i l y h o m e i n No r t h
Warrandyte, joining in Yarra River
swims with others in his artistic circle.
Cliff said she had met her future
husband there.
In her book she named the Woodend
livery stable owner, Ben Hussey.
Given the Warrandyte-Ringwood
coach service in the 1920s was run
by a local named Bill Hussey, it could
be supposed this provided her some
inspiration.
From 1983 to 1985, Cliff found time to
become the President of WHS.
During his term of office, he
discovered a historic Slab Hut in North
Warrandyte to save, convincing the two

local Councils to purchase it and the
National Trust to take it on.
That it is still there is testament to
his persistence, and his belief that
Warrandyte must retain evidence of
its early development.
Cliff had a finger in so many
Warrandyte pies.
He was involved in community
advocacy, political affairs,
environmental matters, community
artistic activity and historical issues.
He was a true luminary, a warrior for
Warrandyte, a visionary and creator, a
mentor and friend to many.
He leaves enormous shoes to fill.
He will be missed.

Farewell to Cliff from the Diary Poet
By KAREN THROSSELL
YOU ALWAYS LEARN something new
about people at their funerals.
I even learned things I had never
known about my shy and passive mum
at her funeral — notably she had been
in a local gang of kids on horseback
called the Kelly Gang, and even more
she was Ned!
And I also learned a lot more about
the not so shy and passive Cliff Green
at his recent, very moving funeral.
Even though he was famous for his
forthrightness (ouch!) speaking his
mind, and not suffering fools, he never
blew his own trumpet — despite his
name being attached to many iconic
television series and early Australian
movies.
I knew he wrote the screen play for

the legendary Picnic at Hanging Rock,
but I didn’t know he wrote the screen
play for the TV series The Petrov Story
— a story very close to my family’s
heart.
I would have loved to have discussed
it with him, he was such an astute
political observer.
I would have made him guest
of honour at the launch of my
forthcoming book on the subject (The
Crime of Not Knowing your Crime – Ric
Throssell versus ASIO.)
It would have been a fitting tribute
to a man who was so important to my
writing career.
Much was said at the funeral about
Cliff’s long history of supporting and
mentoring young journalists and
writers.

He also provided very significant
support to me.
Although I had been scribbling
away for years, I had never sought
publication, thinking poetry was
largely a private thing you did late at
night in your smoke-filled garret.
But when I first started as Coordinator
of the Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House, I met the (then rather terrifying)
Cliff Green working in the Diary office
downstairs.
When he asked “did I write like the
rest of my family” I confessed I did,
and he immediately asked to see some
of my work.
Even more terrified, I brought in
some poems and was delighted by his
enthusiasm.
He chose one to publish in the next

issue saying he would keep the others
for future issues.
From then on, when he had run out,
he’d ask for another bundle, and my
10 year career as The Diary Poet had
begun.
Of course, he wasn’t entirely uncritical,
being very protective of his readership,
occasionally accusing me of being elitist
or too politically heavy handed.
Always useful criticism though, and
generally a huge boost to my selfconfidence.
I have always believed poetry should
be accessible to all (so that ‘elitist’
barb hurt!) and I loved the fact that
local people would stop me in the
supermarket and tell me how much they
liked my “stuff”.
Now, 20 odd years later, I have had five

collections of poetry published and
have picked up a few awards as well.
Like many others I quickly came
to realise that beneath that gruff
exterior was an incredibly generous,
compassionate and p olitically
committed person who was totally
committed to his craft and committed
to nurturing it in his many, many
“apprentices”.
Without that early support I would
most likely still be unpublished and
scribbling away in my smoke-filled
garret.
I feel truly privileged to have known
Cliff, and very sad I never got to say
“thank you” for all he did, not just
for me, but for all those he mentored
and for all he did for his beloved
Warrandyte.
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Goodbye old friend
By LYNN DALGARNO
MY LONG FRIENDSHIP with Cliff
started at Yarra Junction, at a Eureka
Youth League camp in the holidays of
1948, I was 13 and Cliff 14.
Cliff had been to a camp before and
seemed to know his way around.
He was already a contributor to
Tent Times, the camp newsletter,
and had formed a friendship with
Geoff Coles, another who developed
a long standing, deep collaborative
friendship with Cliff.
In those days, left wing politics was
front and centre at the EYL camp.
It was the early days of the Cold War.
Following on from the camp, Cliff,
Ben Gotlib, and I used to attend Junior
Eureka League classes in social theory
with dedicated Communists Ruth
Crow and her husband Maurie.
(Ruth and Maurie made many
contributions to life in Melbourne later
on, through their involvement in local
politics and Progress Associations).
The classes for us and other teenagers
took place in their apartment on
Sydney Road in Brunswick.
We took these classes seriously,
though not without a dose of scepticism
and an attempt to inject some teenage
humour into an otherwise dour event.
Soon after this time Cliff, still a
teenager, started an apprenticeship in
the printing trade at Coronation Press
in Corrs Lane in the heart of the CBD.
Coronation Press printed the
Communist weekly newspaper, The
Guardian.
Cliff was still active in the EYL at
this time and politics, mostly union
politics, was central to his existence.
I used to visit him at the press and
enjoy the friendly banter.
Banter was part of the scene
wherever Cliff was, and particularly at
Coronation Press.
Sometimes Cliff and I had a meal at
the Chung Wah, a very modest Chinese
restaurant off Little Bourke Street.
For us teenagers it was verging on the
Bohemian to do this.
We chose the Chung Wah as it was
the hangout, we had heard, for the sort
of people we approved of — writers
and artists of the Left.
It may not be widely known but Cliff
and I made an attempt to walk the
Overland Track in Tasmania at around
this time.
He has probably dined out on stories
of our ill-fated trip with Sandy Dobbin.
We were singularly ill-prepared.
We had to hitch-hike to the start of
the walk from near Devonport and
Cliff only had what we then called golf

shoes to walk in.
After a day and a night Cliff and
Sandy turned back.
Being marginally better prepared
I continued and managed to get to
Cynthia Bay and later met them in
Hobart.
A little later, as a budding journalist
and writer, Cliff spent a brief period
in Sydney editing the EYL national
newspaper, Challenge.
This did not work out for Cliff and
he left the job after a brief period,
disillusioned with Left politics,
particularly youth politics.
Cliff then met Judy Painter who was
to be his partner and support over his
entire life.
He decided to become a primary
school teacher and did his training at
the Toorak Teachers College.
Cliff then taught at rural Victorian
schools for nine years, notably in a
small town on the Murray River which
provided inspiration for The Incredible
Steam-Driven Adventures of Riverboat
Bill which many of us read to our
young children.
His time in country Victoria gave Cliff
the chance to develop his writing skills
and during this period he produced
Break of Day (1976) a romance, and
The Sun Is Up, Memories of Country
Schooldays (1978).
Over these years, Cliff was developing
close relationships with many senior
writers of the liberal Left.
He talked often of his great regard
for David Martin one of his most
important mentors, and for John
Morrison and Allan Marshall.
Other luminaries in his orbit
included Stephen Murray-Smith and
Frank Hardy.
Cliff was widely read and was
deeply interested in the classics of
Australian literature (Henry Lawson
was a particular love) and realised the
possibilities for adapting some of them
to the screen.
In the 70s, when Cliff became a
fulltime writer, this possibility
became more of a reality with the new
awakening of interest in Australians
representing their own culture rather
than accepting pap from overseas.
Cliff rode this enthusiasm and early
on wrote many episodes for the TV
series Homicide produced by Hector
Crawford.
Cliff loved to talk about his work in
the TV industry and I loved to listen.
In relation to Homicide he told me
how, if an actor got too difficult or
wanted more pay, they would slowly
write them out of the series.
If there was an urgent need for

a disappearance he or she would
suddenly suffer a serious lifethreatening illness or the writer would
be instructed to have them bumped
off.
As we know, Cliff had great TV
success writing many T V shows
including Marion, Matlock Police,
Against the Wind and Power without
Glory, all written in the realist mode.
But Cliff had to adapt to quite
different ways of thinking and writing
when he did the screenplay for Picnic
at Hanging Rock, which was meant
to challenge our thinking about time,
place and reality.
But he did manage to overcome the
many problems involved in doing
this, and as we know it was a brilliant
success.
Cliff also wrote a stage play which
was performed by the Melbourne
Theatre Company at the Athenaeum
Theatre in Melbourne in 1977.
The play was called Cop Out and it
drew from his experiences writing for
Homicide.
I was down in Melbourne at the time
and the play had been playing for a
while and was doing well.
Cliff asked me if I would like to see
it with him as it was a while since he
had seen it and he wanted to see how
it was going.
(There were apparently always a
couple of excellent seats kept free in
the Stalls in case Cliff wanted to drop
in to see the play).
I enjoyed the play.
At the finish Cliff said:
“Let’s go backstage and see the cast”.
Backstage, we bumped into the wellknown and venerable lead actor Frank
Wilson, and Cliff told him he thought
the play went even better than he
remembered it from his earlier visit.
Frank replied “Yes Cliff, while you
were away we workshopped it and
chopped out 20 minutes we thought
were unnecessary”.
I thought Cliff’s reaction to this news
was magnificently modest.
At first, he was a bit stunned and
then realised that it was all for the
good of the play and congratulated
Frank Wilson and the rest of the cast
for having improved the play so much,
and so simply.
Cliff always had an extremely strong
sense of family.
We see this, in a formal sense, in his
eloquent history of the Green family
Evergreen (1984).
He says in the Preface:
“A family is a living thing.
“Given nourishment and fertility it
grows and flourishes and spreads its

roots and branches far and wide.”
And Cliff was of course devoted to his
immediate family and there for them
always: there for the four children he
spoke of so affectionately and there of
course for Judy.
Cliff talked of the enormous gratitude
he owed Judy and implied that it was
she who had made it possible for him
to devote his life so productively to
writing.
One often heard Cliff say: “Judy will
take care of that!”
Powerful in Cliff’s thinking too was
his strong connection to his local area,
and to Warrandyte where he lived for
so many years.
Particularly notable is his editorship

an Adana printing press with messy
ink and rollers.
Cliff knew all about this and we
would spend times talking about
the huge advances in printing
technology, from manual typesetting
to linotype machines, to computer
word processing.
Much to his credit, Cliff stayed at
the forefront of this technology and,
as it progressed, so did the Diary with
computers being installed.
He was amazed in his latter years to
see the Diary finalised on a Monday
evening, sent electronically to printers
in Shepparton, and delivered and
distributed the next morning.

They call me the pedantic pom, and
in Cliff I found a fellow pedant.
When I was on the Warrandyte
Festival Committee, I took over the
production of the Festival Program.
For years this had carried the line for
one activity “Giant Kid’s Waterslide”.
This had always annoyed me as I
wondered who the giant kid was and
why he had his own waterslide.
So, I corrected it to “Kids’ Giant
Waterslide” the same year that Cliff
had generously offered for the Diary
to print the program.
I immediately received a phone call
from Cliff congratulating me saying
that that line had annoyed him for

years, not only had I changed the
order but to his delight I’d moved the
apostrophe.
Cliff ’s Clyde and Ocker cartoons
in the Diary were a favourite, and
he generously allowed me to run a
monthly quiz, Clyde’s Conundrum,
for a number of years.
Cliff, we’ll miss you.
But you know that the Diary is
growing from strength to strength and
is in good hands with our wonderful
editors.
Our thoughts and best wishes are
with Judy.

Memories of Cliff
By DAVID HOGG
WARRANDYTE mourns the passing of
a legend, Cliff Green, but is so much
richer for the time he spent with us.
I have only known Cliff for some 30
years, and to me he has been a mentor
and a hero.
In my primary school days in the
UK I printed, amongst other things,
the service sheets for Sunday worship.
No computers in those days.
The type was set by hand, each
letter selected at a time, the capital
letters being in the upper of two rows
(hence Upper Case), and assembled
in a chase and printed by hand using

A fond farewell from the
Charlwood family to Cliff Green
By DOREEN BURGE
IN 1974, Cliff wrote the script for
the ABC’s screen adaptation of Don
Charlwood’s book All the Green Year.
Dad seemed to spend days on end
saying, “I’m just going up to work
with Cliff” before heading off from our
Templestowe home to Cliff’s home in
Webb Street.
Despite Cliff being 19 years Dad’s
junior, they became firm friends
as well as writing colleagues, and
Cliff and Judy shared many literary
gatherings and social events with my
parents.

When Nell and Don moved to
Warrandyte in 1999, Cliff quickly
secured Dad’s services as a contributor
to the Diary — a role Dad relished right
up until his death in 2012.
Thanks to Cliff ’s encouragement
and excellent editorial skills we have
a wonderful collection of Dad’s Diary
articles, many of which relate to his
WWII experience.
Thank you, Cliff, for your contribution
to Warrandyte and to the worlds of
film, television and literature.
Our sincere condolences to Judy
and family.

over decades of the wonderful
Warrandyte Diary the local newspaper.
It’s easy to see why Cliff and Judy are
honoured citizens there.
Cliff and I have met up only every
year or so recently.
It was still a delight to be with him.
His capacity to hold one’s attention
or even keep one spellbound with his
use of language was unchanged.
His humour, knowledge and insight
into all aspects of what we might call
the human condition was still there.
Cliff did great things for all who
knew him.
I always felt enlarged for having been
in his company.
A great Australian indeed.

Farewell
to Cliff
By BILL PENROSE
MANY YEARS ago, I visited Cliff
to get his advice on how to start
a paper.
His advice worked and the
Hurstbridge Roundabout was
born.
His influence affected many
people and I am very sad he is
not here to offer me some more
good instructions.

Farewell to a giant
By SANDI MILLER
WHEN PEOPLE talk of the success of
the modern-day Warrandyte Diary,
without any false modesty, I always
declare that we owe our success to
standing on the shoulders of giants.
Cliff was that giant, and I am
honoured to be given the privileged
position atop his sturdy frame.
I sit here now at the Warrandyte
Diary editor’s desk, wearing a very
large pair of shoes.
Those shoes were handed down to
me via a series of dauntingly talented
men and women, who have steered
the good ship Warrandyte Dairy over
its 50-year journey.

The first owner of these shoes was
Cliff Green, a man I had held in the
highest esteem since before I had set
foot in Warrandyte.
Cliff had been a figure writ large in my
psyche since I was a young woman in
my first grown-up job in the early 90s,
as a Production Assistant in the ABC
Drama Department.
I was in charge of managing the drafts
of episode scripts as they came in from
the series writers, one of those writers
on the police drama, Janus, was Cliff
Green.
Watching his words come in on the
fax machine, words that created a world
of criminal intrigue for our cameras to
bring to life, was a special treat.

Knowing that I was the first to read
his words after they left the maestro’s
hands was a secret pleasure that made
my otherwise ordinary office job
somewhat magical.
Moving to Warrandyte five years
later, to discover Cliff was the editor of
the local newspaper was a wonderful
surprise, and one that sparked an
interest in moving from the television
control room to the newsroom, and to
become a story-teller in my own right.
I didn’t get to know Cliff very well, as
he had retired before I had completed
my transition to journalism, but I am
to this very day so honoured to have
followed behind this giant of a man.
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Influx of day-trippers causes parking chaos
By VALERIE POLLEY
THE WORD IS out.
It seems the Pound Bend Tunnel is the
place to cool off on hot summer days.
Nearby residents have been somewhat
bemused at the numbers of visitors.
Traffic and parking have become
major problems with large numbers
of visitors arriving at the Pound Bend
Reserve.
At first it was thought just to be a Cup
Day weekend aberration given the end
of lockdown and the beautiful weather.
But that hope was soon dashed.
Social media sites started popping
up in Facebook feeds, the first extolling
the eight best wild swimming holes in
Victoria and yes, Pound Bend was there
as number seven.
Other social media sites followed
suit, not only recommending the river
swimming holes but also the Pound
Bend river walk.
S o, residents w ere not overly
surprised when an armada of visitors
with blow up floaties arrived, who were
overwhelmed by traffic and parking
problems.
The situation was made infinitely

worse when the park was closed
one weekend due to high winds, so
no parking was available within the
reserve.
This did not stop visitors parking
wherever they could and walking
down to the tunnel.
In 2020, the Warrandyte Historical
Society had put forward a proposal
that the old pound site on the corner
of Everard Drive and Pound Road be
fenced and retained as an historical
and green space.
Instead, it has become a de facto
parking area and the native grasses
and herbs have been lost, trees
stressed, and the site turned into a
dustbowl.
The Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP)
and Manningham City Council are
currently evaluating the proposal and
use of the land.
Meantime, it appears nothing can
be done regarding its unauthorised
use for parking.
As a result of concerns about closure
of the park on high fire and wind days
and access and passage for emergency
vehicles Manningham City Council

Warrandyte Pound C1960
has installed no parking signs along
Everard Drive.
A large, illuminated sign has been
placed at the road junction near the
reserve entrance to inform visitors
about park closures but it is unclear if
visitors understand the implications of
being in Warrandyte on days of Severe
or Extreme Fire Danger.
The Australia Day “long weekend”
saw hot and sunny conditions across
the city and the Saturday Age carried
a prominent illustrated article on
freshwater scenic swimming spots.
The first of these was Pound Bend.
Again, the article saw the river as ideal
for Lilo or tubing action – this time for
the simple reason, the river loop bend.
The gold history and Wurundjeri trail

also get a mention.
It describes Pound Bend as a good
family option for a day out.
The result on the following hot and
sunny Sunday was parking and traffic
mayhem.
Despite the narrowness of the
local roads, car drivers took every
opportunity to find a parking spot.
Local residents have expressed their
concerns that so many visitors seem
unaware of the parking difficulties,
fire warnings, water quality and safety
issues before they come and frustrated
by the difficulties when they arrive.
The sites rarely mention these issues.

There have been breaches of the park
regulations with dogs in the park and
fires lit.
The latter an unneeded hazard for
nearby properties.
Of course, Pound Bend is not the
only Warrandyte site being somewhat
overwhelmed by visitors this summer.
The authorities have the challenge
of managing the influx of visitors and
their impact on the park, the river
environment and surrounds and the
needs of residents.
Just goes to show how lucky are we to
live in such a lovely place.

Taking the long road to outstanding success
By JOCK MACNEISH
THERE IS A long road in Warrandyte.
It is strewn with ugly bureaucratic
and financial obstacles.
It is the road between the dream of an
award-winning community retirement
village…. and actually building one.
It is a road that takes years to
complete, and Warrandyte has done
it twice.
Ten years ago, the Warrandyte
Community Housing Retirement
C o o p e rat i ve c o mp l e t e d t h e i r
complex called ‘Creekside’ off Harris
Gully Road.

‘Creekside’ won a Housing Industry
Award in 2011.
Last year the Cooperative did it again,
building five small houses known as
‘Riverside’ in West End Road.
Warrandyte builder Nathan Croft
from Craft Built Homes, has just won
a Victorian 2020 Housing Industry
Award for ‘Riverside.’
The complex has now been entered
in the competition for a HIA National
Award.
Warrandyte is blessed to have a group
of volunteers dedicated to travelling
that long and difficult road.

Living
& Learning
Nillumbik

– where people share,
learn and connect
Enrolments are open now for
CHC30113 Certificate III in Early
Childhood Education and Care,
CHC33015 Cert III in Individual
Support (Ageing, Home and
Community) and CHC50113
Diploma of Early Childhood
Education and Care. These
courses will be via an online
blended delivery model.

Led by Chairman Dick Davies
and Vice Chair Doug Seymour, the
committee commissioned Warrandyte
architect Adie Courtney to design both
villages.
Both projects were managed by
Warrandyte project manager Andrew
Yen.
What they have achieved has been
outstanding.
The Cooperative team have built
something even more than a bunch
of award-winning houses, they have
created a local community.
A long road well worth travelling.

Civic Centre reopens

Our Customer Service Desk
at the Civic Centre, Civic
Drive, Greensborough has
reopened to the public
Please note our opening hours have
changed slightly to 9am-5pm, Monday to
Friday. However our call centre is
available 8.30am-5pm, Monday to Friday.
Many common tasks can also be
completed via our website.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Nillumbik
Parenting Hub

Our new Nillumbik
Parenting Hub has a range
of resources available
to help support parents,
grandparents and carers

Early childhood centres and
educators, we are now delivering
CHC50113 Diploma of Early
Childhood Education and Care
via traineeship. Incentives and
wage subsidies may apply for
eligible employees. We look forward
welcoming our Neighbourhood
House participants back on site
and will continue to offer a range
of online programs. Please refer
to our website, Facebook and
Instagram for updates and to view
classes on offer.

As part of the program, the Nillumbik
Parenting Series offers online
information sessions from February to
June provided by experts on topics
covering babies and toddlers, early
years, youth and general parenting tips.
You can download the full program and
find links to other resources on the hub
at our website.

livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/parenting-hub

info.livinglearning@
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Art in the Time
of COVID-19

Artists from across Australia
reflect on their pandemic
experience at this major
exhibition at Montsalvat
5 February - 5 April.
Montsalvat, 7 Hillcrest Ave, Eltham.
Tickets: nillumbik.vic.gov.au/covid-art,
ticket fees apply.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/covid-art

Join our Youth Council

Are you 15-25 years old and
live, work, volunteer, study or
play in Nillumbik?
We are looking for young people who
are passionate about their community
and want to represent the views, ideas
and needs of young people to join the
Nillumbik Youth Council. Applications
close 28 February via our website.
nillumbikyouth.vic.gov.au/youth-council

Home Harvest

Join our online community
Our annual picnic at Edendale won’t be
going ahead in 2021, but share home
growing tips and find out about our
exciting range of webinars, workshops
and cooking demos.
facebook.com/homeharvest
communityhub

Have your say

We want to hear your ideas
and feedback on projects
that matter to you and your
community
Sign up to hear all about the latest
projects at Participate Nillumbik.
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

International
Women’s Day

Join in our virtual
celebration for
International Women’s Day
on Thursday 11 March, 7-9pm

The winners of our Young Women Leader
Awards will be announced and you will
hear from our keynote speaker,
award-winning writer, speaker and
appearance activist Carly Findlay.
More details about how to attend the
online event and other events during the
week are available at our website.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/IWD
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Catch up with important news and events from across
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

A new direction in health care for Warrandyte
By SANDI MILLER
A NEW BULK-BILLING medical
practice is opening in Warrandyte.
Compass Medical has taken over
the practice vacated last year by the
Warrandyte Medical Group after the
sale of the building.
CEO of Compass Medical Group,
Karen Gerzenstein said this practice
is the third clinic she and her husband
Marc Pearce have opened.
“We established Compass about nine
years ago, my husband and I own it, so
it is a family business.
“We came across this sight last year,
and unfortunately because of COVID
we had to delay our start for obvious
reasons, but now we are ready to go.”
The new Warrandyte Medical Centre
has two doctors starting from day one,
Doctor Garath Cooze, who works six
days a week, and Doctor Rainbow
Fung, with two more doctors to be
joining the team over the course of the
next few months.
She said starting a new practice in
a pandemic would not have been her
first choice.
“In a lot of ways it highlighted the
importance of having a good family
doctor that you can rely on, that you
feel safe coming to and in a lot of ways
it has brought us all closer together
because we have had to ensure that we
provide an environment that is really
safe for our patients, so that has been
a big focus of last year’s efforts.
Karen said the existing allied health
practitioners are still here — dental,
physio and pathology — and Compass
is very keen to have a harmonious and
collaborate relationship with them.
“I think they are very excited that we
are lifting up the practice — we are
putting lots of love into the place and

Dr Garath Cooze
we are really happy that we are here,”
she said.
The Warrandyte Medical Centre is
taking bookings for both face-to-face
and telehealth appointments.
“If patients are new to the practice,
they need to have a face-to-face
before they have telehealth, that is a
government requirement, with the
exception of certain vulnerable groups,
for example if they are isolating and
they need a telehealth, we can still do
that for them and we can still do things
like referrals and e-prescriptions — we
are well set up for virtual practice,”
said Karen.
The practice is offering bulk billing
for all consultations.
“It ties in with our basic philosophy
that family medicine should be easily
accessible with a few boundaries and
hurdles as possible.
“We want people to come to the
doctor when they feel unwell and not
worry about whether they can afford it,
what we find is a lot of the time when
people pay privately, they tend to put

Karen Gerzenstein in the refurbished waiting room
things off, especially if they don’t think
they are very serious.
“What we have seen in family
medicine is that the sooner you attend
to a problem the better and prevention
is always better than the cure, you can
often circumvent more serious issues
before they become serious issues,”
she said.
GP, Gareth Cooze is very excited to
start work, and he says the pandemic
has made for a very interesting
beginning.
“We are on the cusp of a new way of
working, which is likely to continue
into the future, hopefully it will,
because there is a lot of benefits from
telehealth.
“I think it is great, there is so much
you can do remotely and free up space
and time to deal with more complex
issues face-to-face and provide more

Garden Waste Disposal Days
Saturday 20, Sunday 21 February,
Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 February

If you live in Manningham’s Bushfire Prone Area and have
excess garden waste and debris on your property, we’re
holding two weekends of garden waste drop off days
during February.
Skips will be placed in local reserves in Warrandyte,
Donvale, Wonga Park and Park Orchards on alternating
days during the weekends.
Bookings are essential and you will need to show proof of
residency at the check-in point on the day.
You can drop off either one car boot, station wagon, ute,
small van or a 6 foot x 4 foot level trailer load of garden
waste. Only one drop-off is available per household.
Disposal days will not proceed on a Total Fire Ban or a day
of Severe or above Fire Danger Rating.
Bookings are essential
manningham.vic.gov.au/garden-waste-disposal-days

time for people in that way, so I think
it is a good thing.
Karen said that they are bringing the
doctors in with an eye to continuity of
care and longevity of our GPs.
“It is fundamental in general practice
that as [patients] start to establish a
relationship with a doctor they have
confidence that person is going to be
there in the long term.”
Patient records went with the
previous doctors to the Goldfields,
so Karen said they we will be starting
fresh.
“We can obtain any investigations
directly from the source for a range of
things, for example if there were blood
tests or radiology or whatever, we can
certainly request those, we can also
request patient records or summaries
[from a patient’s former doctor], but
most doctors like to start fresh, so they

will ask their own questions, they will
want to make their own decisions.
Karen and Marc have big plans for
the property in the future, with plans
to build a new clinic in the rear of the
property.
“We are just about to start the
approval process with council, we
have been working very closely with
an architect with great sensitivity to
planning, being aware of honouring
the local area, understanding the
specifics and the specific needs of the
local area and hopefully we will put
something up to council that they will
be really happy with.
“We are really looking forward to
becoming an involved part of the
community, we are here to service the
community, and we will be working
very, very hard to gain the community’s
confidence and respect,” Karen said.

Waste Drop Off Day
Saturday 13 March

Our free Waste Drop Off Day is an opportunity to
dispose of a range of materials that cannot be placed
into your household garbage bins.
If you have items such as computers, printers, cables,
small electronic toys, paint, household batteries,
polystyrene blocks or flattened cardboard, you can
drop off these items and we will take care off the rest.
Registrations are
essential and drop
off locations will be
provided once you
have registered.
For a full list of
acceptable items
and to register
manningham.
vic.gov.au/wastedrop-off-day
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Keeping hope in your heart A dog and his postie
mental health
By STEPHANIE FOXLEY
MCouns, MACA
HOPE is such a small word for
something that has enormous
meaning.
According to the Oxford Advanced
Learner’s Dictionary hope can be used
in a countable or uncountable way.
It describes hope as being “a
belief that something you want will
happen”.
For instance, we might hope that
the new Coronavirus vaccines will
help eradicate or at least control the
spread of the disease.
Students may say they have “high
hopes” for their studies this year.
While parents may have “great
hopes” for their children’s futures.
So, there can be a hope of, a hope
for, a hope that or a hope of doing
something.
The word hope can be used in so
many different contexts.
Above all, hope is a fundamental
part of life.
Hope is often the thing that gives us
the strength to get through each day.
“Maybe there is still a glimmer of
hope” when something seems all
but lost?
When searching for answers, it
could be your “last hope” to find the
truth of the matter.
Or that you have “given up hope”?
“Try not to get your hopes up”
is a regular cry when trying to
placate someone who is wishing for
something deemed unachievable.
In 1817 John Keats, British Poet,
wrote the poem To Hope.
When by my solitary hearth I sit,
And hateful thoughts enwrap my
soul in gloom;
When no fair dreams before my
“mind’s eye” flit,

And the bare heath of life presents
no bloom;
Sweet Hope, ethereal balm upon
me shed,
And wave thy silver pinions o’er
my head”.
Even the Star Wars saga is based
around the concept of hope.
Hopelessness is a dark and lonely
place to find oneself.
Novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky said:
“To live without hope is to cease to live”.
People who lose hope suffer deeply
and hope is so easily lost through
depression, sadness, grief and loss.
Hope is important for our mental health.
To have hope is the essence of all life.
Hope is our life’s breath.
Emily Dickinson’s famous poem Hope
is the Thing with Feathers written in
1861 perceives hope as a bird that lives
inside us, persevering unquestioningly,
singing ceaselessly within us.
“Hope” is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul
And sings the tune without the words
And never stops — at all
Throughout history, there are so many
famous people who have written about
their belief in hope.
Martin Luther King wrote:
“Everything that is done in this world
is done by hope.”
Saint Augustine wrote:
“There is no love without hope, no
hope without love, and neither hope
nor love without faith.”
We all have hopes, dreams and fears
do we not?
As we step cautiously into 2021, find
a moment to consider what your own
hopes are.
Feel the hope inside you, allow
yourself to be submerged in the
abundance of hope, for the dreams,
desires and wishes of your heart.
Not all of us are religious, but I would
feel remiss if I did not include a quote
from the Bible.

Romans 15:13
“May the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace as you trust in him, so
that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”
Hope is the light in our darkness.
If you feel that all hope is lost, know
that it can be found again.
A ray of hope is sometimes all we
need to help us find our path, to keep
us going.
Please contact someone who can
help, reach out to your family and
friends or to a professional, there are
people willing to listen, willing to help
you bring hope back in your life.
May 2021 be filled with abundant
hope for all of us.
Stephanie Foxley has lived and
worked in the Manningham district
for over 20 years.
Now relocated to Queensland she
continues to offer online counselling
services via Zoom. Medibank, Bupa,
Police Health Fund and Doctor’s
Health fund accredited.
Member of ACA and CCAA,
Provisional member of PACFA
Mobile: 0407 921 122
Email:
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: (12-25 years)
1800 650 890
Coronavirus Health Information
Line: 1800 020 080
Health and Human Services:
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

BY ZEUS
(Canine Correspondent)
MY LOCAL POSTIE has been on the
Warrandyte mail rounds since 1992.
That is 196 in dog years!
Mal Francis, one of the longest
serving Posties in Australia, knows
most of the local dogs.
Many have become his friends, or
enemies, over the years.
Mal is an avid cricketer and just
like me, knows all about chasing
balls.
He loves his job, meeting lots of
dogs and humans — and delivering
the mail regardless of season,
weather or terrain.
He remembers well the big border
collie who used to chase him every
day over a period of 10 years.
A natural sportsman, Mal, our
Postie, actually enjoys being chased.
One day the collie could not chase
him anymore.
He straggled up the road after his
faithful Postie, Mal stopped, picked
him up and delivered him to his
owner’s front door.
It was the end of an era for one of
the Postie’s poochie pals.
He also knows many of the local
humans, with many interesting
stories that only a Postie can know.
Patiently I wait to hear the distinct
noise of his postie machine.
Hearing it before my humans do, I
just have to let them know.
Because they often get excited or
sad when they get their mail, I need
to be there to help them celebrate,
or to console them as needed.
With my humans now fully grown
Puppies (adult children) at home
during that COVID thing; additional
Postie vans would arrive with
packages galore every day.
Nearly every Postie was different.
My job was to check and verify
their character and human

credentials, really important Dog
duties!
We got heaps of interesting
packages during that COVID thing.
My favourite is those UBER posties
— who bring lots of yummy food.
Before I was rescued, my original
owner lived on a small property
just on the outskirts of Deniliquin
in NSW.
He taught me my first trick — to
fetch the local paper from the house
just up the road.
These were useful skills in the
bush.
The local “rag ” (D eniliquin
Pastoral Times) has provided that
community with vital information
about weather predictions along
with cattle, sheep, water irrigation
and stockfeed prices for over 160
years.
Really critical Dog information.
In Warrandyte, I don’t have to steal
the local “rag” (Warrandyte Diary)
because they are “free” (priceless)
and my human and I can just pick
one up at the IGA.

Warrandyte’s New Pool Specialist

Regular Maintenance Service
Green Pool Recovery Water Test
Chemicals Pool Equipment

Shop 3, 90-94 Melbourne Hill Rd

8839 6907 info@radientpools.net.au
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Bands by the Bridge is back Cricket Directory:
BY DON HUGHES
WARRANDYTE RSL’s popular Bands
by the Bridge program is back on in
refurbished clubrooms.
The popular events feature local
Melbourne bands, with the first event
for 2021 scheduled for February 28.
The fabulous Greg Champion and the
Useful Members of Society will kick us
off for the year, followed by the Beatlez
in March
Held on Sunday afternoons (doors
open at 4pm and strictly close at 8pm),
they are family friendly events with
dancing, a sausage sizzle and cheese
platters available.
Drinks are at bar prices.
Current COVID restrictions limit
the venue to 100 patrons, and all must
be over 18.
Tickets are $10 each and will be
available through trybooking.com
Tickets must be purchased in
advance and presented on arrival.
Taking advantage of lock-down, the
RSL refurbished part of its clubhouse,

positioned in its iconic location
overlooking the new Lions Park and
our wonderful bridge.
Committee member, Jim Pollard,
proudly pointed out that “the rest room
and toilet facilities received a total
upgrade along with other essential
works”.

Jim added, “interestingly, the
building company, Ethos Building Pty.
Ltd, who undertook the project, took
advantage of the beautiful location and
produced a short film”.
They entered the film of the RSL
project in the AICLA (Australasian
Institute of Chartered Loss Adjustors)
building awards, against some very stiff
competition.
Subsequently, they were awarded
Builder of the Year 2020.
Local plumber, Adrian Mullens
(ARMS Plumbing), donated much
appreciated earthmoving assistance
to help make the overall project an
outstanding success.
Jim prais e d all involve d and
reminisced “we all remember the
expensive and mysterious drone that
went missing near Brackenbury Street
— blame the film makers!”.
Bands by the Bridge
February 28 — Greg Champion and
the Useful Members of Society
March 28 — The Beatlez

a new approach to a great tradition

By BILL STUBBS
THE WARRANDYTE Cricket Club is
pleased to announce a very special
edition of the Business Directory for
2021, and looks forward to continuing
to evolve the Directory tradition in
coming years.
The Warrandyte Cricket Club Business
Directory has been a Warrandyte
institution since the 1980s, and every
year since that time our cricketers
have delivered the Director y
to neighbourhood letter boxes,
encouraging our community to buy
local.
Most of the advertisers have been part
of the WCC Directory for many, many
years... in fact, some since the inception.
The WCC values greatly the support
of Directory advertisers and takes
tremendous pride playing a role in our
community.
The COVID-19 pandemic has made
2020 a challenging year on many fronts
and has been particularly tough on local
businesses.
In 2021 the Warrandyte Cricket Club
will support the businesses who have
supported us for many years (because
that is what partnerships are about) and
so this year the Warrandyte Cricket Club
Directory will be printed and distributed
at no cost to existing advertisers.
The 2021 Directory will be printed with
the same information as 2020.

If existing advertisers would like to
update their 2020 information, please
contact the Warrandyte Cricket Club
via the contact details below.
Naturally, there are costs involved in
the Directory production.
If there is anyone who would like to
contribute with a once off donation
or discuss other possible sponsorship
opportunities with The Warrandyte
Cricket Club, please contact us via the
contact details below.
Briony Bottarelli has retired from her
role as Directory Manager.
Briony has been involved with the
Directory for as long as anyone can
remember and has been the driving
force behind the Directory’s success.
The Warrandyte CC thanks Briony for
her dedication and commitment over a
very long time.
The Warrandyte Cricket Club expects
to deliver the 2021 Directory in late
February and is pleased to continue a
great local tradition.
If you would like to discuss the
Directory or any other form of Club
sponsorship, please do not hesitate to
contact:
Bill Stubbs, President
stubbs92@tpg.com.au
Greg Warren, Secretary
gjwarren2@gmail.com
Ryan Hoiberg, Community
Partnerships ryanhoiberg@gmail.com

NOW
OPEN

Join us and .....
Complete a new qualification
Update your computer skills
Learn new life skills
Improve your English skills
Exercise or
Learn a new language
Enquire about our 4 year old Kindergarten Program
Ph:9842 6726

www.pineslearning.com.au

1/520 Blackburn Road Doncaster East
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Photo exhibition captures Ma

DAVID WADELTON, South-Eastern Freeway Covid 19 sign

BILL McAULEY, Cathy Bartlett, isolated on her balcony, Doncaste
THE LIGHTS are on and everybody’s home.
Manningham Art Gallery’s first exhibition of the year, Empty Streets and
Stacked Chairs, documents life in the final two weeks of Australia’s first
COVID-19 lockdown in May 2020.
Photographers Bill McAuley and David Wadelton captured this historic
moment in a series of poignant images featuring deserted shopping
centres, desolated streets, closed schools and masked baristas.
Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew Conlon said the exhibition has allowed
us to document a shared experience from the pandemic and tells many
stories of our community and how we have been affected in different
ways.
“The exhibition tells a tale of the perseverance of the human spirit during
an unprecedented time, and explores fear and adaptation with a glimmer
of hope shining through,” he said.
BILL McAULEY, Briannna Steel stocking shelves at Aumanns At Warrandyte

BILL McAULEY, Barbershop, Bulleen Plaza

BILL McAULEY, Mario and Rina Cesarin, social distancing at Bulle
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anningham during lockdown

BILL McAULEY, Young Ebony outside closed playground, Warrandyte

er East
“It provides a portrait of Manningham and a snapshot of the different
experiences our community has gone through, whether sad or heartwarming.”
The exhibition is open now until Saturday, March 27 at Manningham Art
Gallery, 687 Doncaster Road, Doncaster.
In person and online artist talks with photojournalists Bill McAuley and
David Wadelton are also scheduled during February.
Booking is essential.
Bill McAuley Artist Talk Tuesday, 16 February 11am to 12:30pm
manningham.vic.gov.au/artist-talk-with-bill-mcauley
David Wadelton Artist Talk Tuesday, 23 February 11am to 12:30pm
manningham.vic.gov.au/artist-talk-with-david-wadelton
For more information about the exhibition, visit
manningham.vic.gov.au/empty-streets-and-stacked-chairs

een Plaza on the first day out of lockdown

BILL McAULEY, Warrandyte road sign

DAVID WADELTON, James St shops, Templestowe

DAVID WADELTON, Templestowe phone booth
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Art in the Time of COVID-19
By CHRIS RISBY
RUNNING FROM February 5 to April 5,
Montsalvat will be host to an exhibition
titled Art in the Time of COVID-19.
The Exhibition consists of over 40
local and national artists, all of whom
have been commissioned to share their
artwork that responds to the COVID-19
pandemic.
The exhibition features works in the
Local category from Elisabeth BromleyKulugitago, Michelle Caithness, Clive
Murray-White, Jonathan Crowther,
Karena Goldfinch, Lana de Jager, Carl
de Jager, Siri Hayes, Emmy Mavroidis,
James McMurtrie, Angela Nagel,
Mandy Ord, Camilla Tadich, Ronak
Taher, Melisa Savickas, Tara Stubley,
Jennifer Dellaportas, Peter Wegner,
and Gali Weiss.
Open category works from
Dale Collier, Jane Crappsley, Fan
Dongwang, Minna Gilligan, Tyler
Grace, Michelle Hamer, Spencer
Harrison, Paul Kalemba, Robbie
Karmel, Deb Mcfadzean, Anna
McDermott, Valentina Palonen,
Jenny Pollak, Zorica Purlija, Greer
Townshend, Luigi Vescio, James Voller,
Joel Zika, Liz Walker, and Yu Fang Chi.
The arts community, like many
others, has been hit particularly hard
by the pandemic.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins
said Council was proud to support
the Shire’s vibrant arts community
through such an important project.

Ronak Taher
Solitude

Tyler Grace
Homebound

“History has shown that adversity
brings out the very best in communities
and this response from the arts
community has been no different.
“The pandemic has touched us
all in one way or another and these
works are a reflection and reminder
of life during 2020 and the struggles,
challenges and uncertainties we all
continue to face,” said Cr Perkins.
The works are a mixture of both
reflective and experimental pieces,
presented in a variety of mediums
including painting, printmaking,
photography, drawing, mixed media,
sculpture, installation, textile and
video.
The Diary spoke with local artist
Siri Hayes, an artist who specialises
in photography, video, and textiles,
particularly botanical dyes.
Siri, like many people, used the 2020
lockdowns as an opportunity to take on
“COVID projects”.
“Something they have always wanted
to do but have not had the time for,”
she said.
With the free time Siri said it meant
that she could investigate indigo dying,
which she says is probably the most
complicated of the botanical dyes to
make.
“It is quite scientific; it requires all the
conditions to be right.”
The fruits of this labour will be
on display at the Art in the Time of
Covid-19 exhibition in the form of

a three-metre-long weaving of yarn
titled Wurundjeri country, Chux Blue.
The weaving was made using her
indigo dye made from the native plant
Indigofera australis.
Aside from being used to make dye,
Siri told me the Wurundjeri people
would crush the leaves and add them
to water which would stun or kill fish
and eels.
Her weaving was originally meant
to be, essentially, “a really enlarged
Chux cloth”
“I actually found one on the ground
all covered in clay and a photo of that
is also going to be in the show as well,
so there’s a relationship between the
cloth that I have made and then there
is also the photo next to it.”
The Warrandyte Diary was given
access to the gallery and those involved
prior to the exhibitions opening.
To hear more about what the
exhibition means to those involved
and arts in Nillumbik generally, see
our video on the Warrandyte Diary
website.
Art in the Time of COVID-19 is
presented in conjunction with
Nillumbik Shire Council and on at
Montsalvat in the Barn Gallery, The
Skipper Studio and the Montsalvat
Grounds until April 5
Due to COVID restrictions, tickets
must be pre-purchased.
Bookings and more information at
www.montsalvat.com.au

Michelle Caithness & Clive Murray-White
MAIN STREET 11am

Lana de Jager
Unplugged

Carl de Jager
(dis)embodied position #9

7th AnnivEARsary Celebration
Helped thousands of happy locals with all
ears and hearing issues for 7 years

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

It’s time to enjoy hearing your best too
Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic

Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte
www.ivoryhearing.com.au

Elizabeth Bromley_Kulugitago
Spiral Home
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Michelle Hamer
Relax, We’re Doing Great

Carl de Jager
(dis)embodied position #9

Siri Hayes
Wurundjeri Country, Chux Blue

Emmy Mavrodis
The Hug

Tara Stubley
Time for Clarity

Childcare
Vacancies
Happy New Year
Use your 2021 Extras Cover to get
prescription Sunglass’s
Opening hours: Tue, Thurs, Fri 10am–5pm, Sat 9am–1pm
Ph 9844 4422 warrandyte@eyeson.com.au
Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to your
design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER
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A year of wonderful photography
talking images
By BILL McAULEY
CONGRATULATIONS to our local
photographers for contributing to
the Year of Wonders photographic
exhibition and projection event.
You are certainly a talented bunch.
The quality of the entries was first
class, both technically and artistically.
It was a very enjoyable but difficult
task to select the images to go up on
the walls of Taffy’s Hut.
I really loved to see the diversity and
technical brilliance of your collective
work.
Images of birds, insects, river scenes,
landscapes and close-ups all shone
and I am sure you will all enjoy the
exhibition.
The projection event was totally
absorbing, as we viewed so many
different viewpoints from 2020, our
Year of Wonders
I have chosen some images to feature
in this month’s column.

1

1. Golden Whistler’s Song by
Gregory Coonghe
George has captured this Golden
Whistler as the beautifully coloured
bird sings to the world.
Top quality shot.

5. Ensnared by a Raindrop by
Shirley Bendle
Inspiring macro shot of raindrops
on a leaf shows the promise of the
morning light shimmering through
the raindrops.

2. Lorikeet Gymnastics by Shirley
Bendle
Shirley has captured this colourful
Rainbow Lorikeet completely
upside down, just like the crazy
year of 2020.

6. Sheer Joy by John Doutch
Using a telephoto lens, John has
timed this shot of a duck enjoying
the river to perfection.
A fast shutter speed has “frozen”
the water spray most effectively.

3. Moonlight on the Yarra by Valarie
Thinnes
This haunting pic by Valerie is
special because the available light
used to capture the river scape is
romantic moonlight.
Perhaps a better 2021 awaits us.

7. Don’t Let Me Down by Sampath
Vidana Gamage
Sampath has taken a brilliant image
of an insect on a flower.
The capture is technically perfect
and is beautifully composed.

4. Being Here, Living Here by Guy
Lamothe
This is a beautiful atmospheric
image of the morning mist and
rising sun.

3

8. Caper White Butterfly on Fern by
Imogene Magilton
This image by Imogene shows the
grace and beauty of a butterfly,
highlighting the distinct patterns on
the wings.

2

4

8

6

5
7

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates
Certified Practising Accountants

WARRANDYTE
GLASS
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

CHIRNSIDE PARK
CONCRETING

Over 30 years
experience
All aspects of
concreting
Call Martin
0423 950 356
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The very talented Tindale girls
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
WHEN WRITING this article, it struck
me once again how much talent has
come out of the Warrandyte hills.
Potters, artists, writers, dancers,
singers, even film stars, to name a few.
There is a wonderful sense of freedom
acquired by those of us fortunate
enough to have grown up here.
For others, like Jan Tindale who grew
up in Tallarook and attended school in
Melbourne, there was an urgency to
get back to the bush and Warrandyte
was a choice her and her children were
glad she made.
The Tindale girls grew up in Browns
Road, Warrandyte, on a family property
that extended down to the Yarra, where
so many of us learnt to swim and enjoy
our summer holidays.
According to their mum Jan, they
were good kids, and they often left the
house for the river or the bush and did
not come home until Jan rang a large
bell at five o’clock.
Each one of the Tindale girls has
explored, and excelled, in their own
creative endeavours, and they credit
much of their talents to the wonderful,
free life they were fortunate to have.
Sarah
Eldest daughter, Sarah Lahey,
pictured left, is a writer, designer and
educator, with degrees in interior

design, communications and visual
culture, and works as a senior
lecturer, teaching design, technology,
sustainability and creative thinking
in Sydney.
Sarah has had her first book — one of
a trilogy — published to great acclaim.
Gravity is Heartless is a science
fiction, romantic novel involving
mystery and political intrigue, focusing
on climate change.
Author Peter FitzSimons wrote:
“Loved it.
An adventure romp set in a not-toodistant future and played for high
stakes.

Gravity is Heartless is packed with
insightful and oft heart-warming
observation about what makes us
human in the first place.
It’s fun, witty and endlessly
inventive.
Bravo.”
With wonderful reviews, Sarah is
thrilled to be a finalist in the American
Book Fest’s 17th annual Best Book
Awards in the category of Fiction:
LGBTQ+.
Sarah’s creativeness extends to her
own children.
One, a TV Producer, another an
actress with first class honours in

English Literature, and a son just off
to University.
I wonder what path he will choose.
Jenny
The second daughter, Jenny Watts,
pictured centre, had her children while
living in Healesville.
With no childcare facility in the area,
she decided to build her own centre.
She then went on to become acting
CEO of Yarra Valley Child Care, prior
to moving to Portarlington.
Jenny had a long career in netball,
where at the ripe old age of 39, she
and her teammates, the Yarra Valley
Housewines, won gold at the Australian

Masters games in Canberra in 2003.
Jenny’s daughter is a surgeon, her
eldest son is a wine maker — currently
travelling around Australia — and
her youngest son is heading off to
University.
Like his cousin, we will have to wait
and see where life takes him.
Lisa
T h e y o u n g e s t d au g ht e r, L i s a
Mathews, pictured right, was born
while her father Lee was Editor of the
Warrandyte Diary and her mother Jan,
the Chief of Staff.
Lisa has a Diploma in Children’s
Services and worked as an Early
Childhood Educator until her children
were born.
Now, with her young children at
school, Lisa has been able to rediscover
her love of art.
Under the tuition of Chris White at
Warrandyte High School, art became
her favourite subject, with Mr White
showing her how to use different
techniques and styles in her paintings.
Her paintings are now hanging —
and selling — at Earth Bound Café in
Bolton Street, Eltham.
The café likes to support artists.
Jan Tindale attributes much of the
girls’ success to the carefree and
relaxed environment they grew up in,
surrounded by art and nature.

Getting out amongst the Arts in Warrandyte
By JO FRENCH
IT IS TIME to get out and get amongst it.
After spending most of the last year
sitting back, watching, and wishing and
waiting, the Warrandyte Mechanics
Institute Arts Assoc. (WMIAA) is
flinging open its doors to showcase
just what is happening in arts and
entertainment in Warrandyte.
On the weekend of March 12–14, the
Warrandyte Arts Expo will be held at
the Mechanics Hall, corner Yarra St
and Mitchell Avenue.
The Arts Expo is an opportunity for
anyone to drop in and see just what
is happening and perhaps, even give
something new a try.
Event organiser, and Vice-Chair of
the WMIAA, Ian Craig said, “The Expo
is a weekend of free creative activities
and entertainment and will showcase
some of Warrandyte’s local talent while
offering the opportunity to get involved
and try your hand at a creative activity.”
Being involved in the arts is about
stepping away from the routines of
everyday life.
WMIAA Chair Adrian Rice said, “To
me, art is often about entertainment
and diversion from the routine and
the mundane and, it’s also about
generating ideas — challenging
established thought and changing
perspectives.
“So — enjoy art, be enriched by it and
then come back for more!”
The Expo is an opportunity to spend
time with potters, performers, artists
and the like and check out just what

is happening with many of the groups
that form the WMIAA.
There will also be live performances
from Warrandyte artists.
Friday evening, March 12, the
weekend kicks off with the official
opening and Ella Thompson
performing live in the hall.
Saturday evening, Warrandyte’s
beloved Scrims will perform, and
Sunday afternoon The Vocal Agents,
a six-piece a capella vocal group will
fill the hall with their take on some
funky beats.
The Warrandyte Theatre Company
will be running a workshop — come
along and see if you have what it takes
to get on stage.
They are also bringing a well-loved
short play back to the Warrandyte
stage.
First performed in Warrandyte in
2005, Time Flies is a comedy starring
two lonely mayflies that meet at a pond
and hit it off quite well.
Unfortunately, Horace and May
watch a nature program on this first
night out and discover they have a
lifespan of only one day — and their
lives are half over.
There will be an opportunity to learn
pottery in the studio and have a go at
Life Drawing.
The Chocolate Lillies Choral Group
will perform and run a workshop —
perhaps it is time to find your voice?
Then Sunday morning the Repair
Café will be in full swing.
“It’s a fresh look at the arts in and
around Warrandyte, with a focus
on getting creative in Warrandyte,”
said Ian.
The committee is still putting the

Ella Thompson
finishing touches on the program, and
there’s more to come, so watch this
space and put the Arts Expo in your
calendar.
It will go ahead rain, hail or shine
— the Hall can handle whatever the
skies deliver.
A reminder that due to COVID
re s t r i c t i o n s t h e ha l l c a n o n l y
accommodate 50 guests so bookings
will be essential for all events.
There will be more details in
the March edition of The Diary
and on the WMIAA website and
Facebook page. www.facebook.com/
warrandytemechanics
All events are free, and bookings can
be made through:
warrandytehallarts.asn.au/expo
This event is supported by
M a n n i n g h a m C i t y C o u n c i l ’s
Community Grant Program (Grass
Roots COVID Recovery Grant).
The Grass Roots Recovery Grant
enables not-for-profit groups and
organisations to deliver one-off
initiatives that support targeted small
groups to recover from the effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Vocal Agents

The Scrims

Melbourne...On top, on top!

Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D

#11174

Does your Roof
need Attention?

#530717

Residential roof report & quotation on:
Cement & Terracotta Tile Restorations.
High pressure cleaning Rebed & repoint
Seal & colour resurfacing

All work guaranteed - Fully insured - Pensioner/Senior discount
‘FREE
OZ VENT’
*conditions apply

9897 1688

Our promise is you will be delighted

Est’d 1982
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Another turn of the throwing wheel
By JANE ANNOIS
THE POTTERY EXPO celebrates its
21st birthday on February 27–28.
Potters are eager to meet up again
after a year of quietly working away in
their studios.
The Expo has bookended the worst of
the Australian Coronavirus experience.
With the fortune smiling down, the
event is not only able to go ahead, but
welcomes guest artists from New South
Wales and Tasmania.
With international borders still
closed, the usual international
contingent is probably some years
off, but there is a lot to be celebrated
domestically.
Like many artists, potters have
had the luxury of time, and made
the most of an unusually extended,
uninterrupted, time in the studio to
explore ideas and create new work.
Spotlight on wood firers
T h i s y e a r ’s g u e s t a r t i s t s a re
contemporary wood firers.
Some of Australia’s finest ceramic
artists exhibit this year, many have
exhibited throughout Europe, USA and
Asia, giving workshops and lectures.
The wood firers are concerned with
the natural processes, using materials
available in their environment, often
developing their own clay bodies and
glazes, building their kilns, chopping
their wood.
They are curious and impassioned by

the direct effects of fire on their work.
Amongst the six wood fire specialists
pres ent, are thos e who create
individual functional pieces and
sculptural work.
Sandy Lockwood from NSW and Neil
Hoffmann from Tasmania will run
ceramic workshops, discussing their
individual techniques, on March 2 and
3 at Warrandyte Uniting Church hall,
details on how to book below.
International Academy of Ceramics
Another feature of this year’s Pottery
Expo, is an exhibition of the Australian
members of the International Academy
of Ceramics (IAC).
The purpose of the IAC is to foster
friendship and communication
between ceramicists throughout the
world.
It develops and endorses all forms of
international cooperation to promote
ceramics and support production at
the highest level of quality.
The academy, based in Geneva, is
the only organisation dedicated to
the medium of clay that operates on
an international level and is affiliated
with UNESCO.
The Expo is very honoured to
host this exhibition, showcasing
artists of international recognition
and continues its role in ceramics
education, promotion and
encouragement of excellence in
ceramics.

Mingle with the makers
There will be about 70 ceramic artists
with an enormous variety of work for
sale.
Many local and regional Victorian
artists will present their ceramics.
It is an opportunity for the public to
talk to the artists and discover the how
and the why behind such individual
pieces.
Younger visitors can try their hand
in clay and contribute to our ceramic
leaf project.
Clayworks and Clay Talk will have
clay leaf making and decorating
activities all weekend.
The leaves will be glazed and fired
and eventually installed at Lions Park,
near the Warrandyte Bridge for the
community to enjoy.
The ever-popular Tent Talks will also
host various guest speakers over the
weekend.
There will be delicious gourmet
crepes available from Stephane;
baguettes, coffee and ice creams from
Now and Not Yet; and on Saturday a
glass of something stronger from Hops
and Vine.
Rick Ozimo and Black Cat Bone will
entertain us with music on Saturday.
Jay Smith and Emily McCarthy on
Sunday.
For more information on this year’s
Pottery Expo and to book your
place on one of the workshops, visit
www.potteryexpo.com.

Jack Lattie

Jack Latti’s stand

Mariana Pribaz

Adriana Christianson

Meg Patey

John Higgind giving a Tent Talk

Tian You

Kim Haughie

Minna Graham

Photo: BILL SANDEL
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Providing support for our veterans,
for the price of a poppy
By SANDI MILLER
WHAT DOES THE RSL mean to you?
Diggers marching on Anzac Day,
Pots and Parma, Pokies?
Well, it is all that, but so much more.
The 100-year-old well-being
organisation —RSL Victoria, is one of
the largest Ex-Service Organisations
in the country, with 274 RSL SubBranches across the state.
Local sub-branches, such as
Warrandyte RSL, provide a space
for veterans and their families to
socialise, to support one another, and
engage with the broader community.
At the heart of the RSL, is Anzac
House, which provides advocacy,
and support for veterans and their
families in their life during and after
the military.
Nobody currently knows how many
veterans live in the state, but RSL
Victoria has 22,000 service members.
RSL Chief of Veterans’ Services
and Warrandyte local, Adam “Buzz”
Lawson, told me RSL Victoria
estimates there are around 200,000
– 300,000 veterans in Victoria, many
of whom are former Reservists, who
may not even consider themselves
veterans as they were never deployed
on operations during their service.
The Department of Veteran Affairs
(DVA) defines a veteran as someone
who has had at least one day in
uniform.
“You do not need to have seen
operational service,” Buzz said.
“If you had a service number, you
can be a service member of the RSL.
“The perception that the RSL is for
those that have been to war is part
of the thing that we are trying to
change,” said Buzz.
But, although Anzac House is
there to support veterans, associate
membership is available for friends,
family and the broader community,
meaning everyone, not just veterans
can enjoy their local RSL, which
helps it, and Anzac House, support
veterans.
Buzz explains this support is vital,
as the shift from military to civilian
life can be challenging.
“When people get out of the
military, whether it is reserves or
otherwise, there is no easy path.
“It is so daunting, you need to
decide where do you live, what job
are you going to get, how do I convert
my skills into a CV, health insurance,
Medicare cards, what’s a good school
— it’s just everything.
“If you have been in the service
for one year or 40 years, getting
out of the military and becoming a
civilian is the hardest part, and the
research suggests that it is during
the transition where veterans fall
off the rails, where they end up not
being able to assimilate into society,
which then leads to all sorts of issues,
drugs, alcohol, depression, anxiety,”
Buzz said.

Comrades

Anzac House is now providing a
support service, Veteran Central
(VETCEN), to provide a holistic place
where a defence member or veteran
can ring and say, “I want to get out (or
have been out of defence for a while),
and I don’t know how to go about it
or get help”.
By phoning 1300 MIL VET (1300
645 838), Veteran Central can provide
advice about all the things that can
assist with transition to civilian life.
“My team will also put you into
connection with your local subbranch and community to provide
you with the wrap around services
that you need,” said Buzz.
Buzz said if he had his way,
transition training for a person in the
military would start the day they join.
He said that while ever yone
eventually leaves the military, there
is not a plan for someone to prepare
to get out.
“That is what we need I think, that
is where a lot of effort needs to go in,
to get people used to the thought that
one day they won’t be in, and what
does that look like.”
Buzz said he had a real culture
shock when he decided he needed
to leave the RAAF for the sake of his
young family.
“I got out in 2010, nine months after
I was in Afghanistan.
“I was at the top of my game;
I was in charge of the air war in
Afghanistan… I cannot begin to tell
you how pressurised and busy it was,
but it was the greatest professional
thing I have ever done.
“I had just been posted again, and
I had been posted from Adelaide to
Newcastle, because I was doing well
and my boss wanted me to be his
senior Staff Officer, so professionally
that was a great compliment.
“I rang my wife from Afghanistan
with the news and she burst into tears,
she was driving a car in Adelaide at
the time, with our three-year-old
twins in the back seat.
“I had to make a decision there and
then, is it family or is it career, and
so that was a turning point for me, I
decided I had to get out.
“Nine months after being at the
top of my game in Afghanistan, I
was on the streets of Melbourne as
a consultant working for one of the
professional services mobs, wearing
a really bad suit, which I thought
looked great at the time.
“I thought I knew what I was doing, I
had a really good title — management
consultant, I was getting paid good
money, but then I found myself
tasked with setting up an IT office
— I didn’t have a clue what I was
doing — and it was frightening, I had
this enormous anxiety, and that very
quickly turned into depression.
“I ended up seeing a doctor who
gave me a mental health plan; he said
a) you have to get fit, b) stop drinking,

c) get involved in the community.
“So, I ended up being a Warrandyte
Scout Leader, cricket coach, a
junior footy coach, I was AusKick
coordinator — I threw myself into
the community, got fit, didn’t drink
as much, and I also found another job
that gave me purpose — I managed
all the firefighting aircraft in Victoria.
“That advice and those three things
combined saved me from doing
something stupid.
“I didn’t know it at the time, but
the RSL had things at the time that
could have helped me through that
phase as well.
“I hasten to add, that my story is a
mild one, there are far worse stories
out there, young diggers who have
been to Afghanistan and Iraq, who
have seen the worst of things and they
have come home, not wanting to be
in the military anymore.
“To varying degrees, they are
all suffering the same things I
experienced, moving into civilian
life, away from the structure, the
camaraderie that the military offers,
often they are lost and rudderless.”
Buzz says the RSL is now re-focusing
on what they have always been, a
well-being organisation.
“We have supported veterans and
their families for over 100 years, and
we are the only ESO to provide the
holistic wrap around support.”
I asked Buzz how local branches fit
in with what Anzac House is doing?
“It is top down and bottom up, two
different ways,” he said.
Buzz explained each of subbranches raises its money from
selling poppies, and whatever they
raise they keep 50 per cent of that
and they send in 50 per cent to Anzac
House, which is how all the welfare
and advocacy programs are funded.
“From the government we can get
individual grants for certain things,
but there is no direct, recurring
funding from government.”
He said some sub-branches have a
part time or full-time paid advocate,
or a part-time or full-time welfare
coordinators.
However, funding certainty is never
guaranteed, with some paid through
government grants, and fundraising
BBQs and that is how they get their
money to pay for welfare support.
That is the normal way that a small
local sub-branch is run.
“Warrandyte, for instance, has
a volunteer welfare officer and a
welfare account with a small amount
of welfare funds, say maybe $3,000,
from which they may fund an elderly
veteran who wants their hedges cut,
and a widow on the other side of the
bridge needs a wheelchair which
might cost $1,500.
“You have this dilemma as a subbranch that when they run out of the
welfare money, the volunteer welfare
officer ends up becoming the go-to

Buzz atop a C100 Hercules

Selling poppies at Warrandyte IGA

The day Buzz left for Afghanistan
person for the veteran for everything.
“A veteran might have significant
problems and they are ringing the
volunteer welfare person and saying
‘they have a drug problem’ or ‘they
are having marriage problems’, and
then it becomes overwhelming for
the volunteer,” said Buzz.
This is where Anzac House can step
in, through Veteran Central.
“It is not about Anzac House trying
to take over, nor is it about us pushing
all requests for help out for the subbranches to respond, it is about
working together collegiately.
“It is asking, so this person needs
help, who is best placed to help?
“Perhaps there is someone who was
really suffering from the transition
phase and needs some significant
financial help, they contact the local
sub-branch.
“The local welfare officer sits down
with them ‘here is a cup of tea, and
we can help get you sorted’.
“If it is a complex case or the local
welfare volunteer or officer thinks
they want some advice, they can then
ring 1300 MIL VET, and we will talk

them through it, it might be that that
person and my staff do compensation
advocacy, provide financial help,
but put them in contact with Open
Arms, because they might have some
serious health problems.
“But it might also be that the system
also gets that veteran to join their subbranch and the veteran has kids who
might benefit from being in scouts or
cricket or the local community centre,
the local sub-branch is best placed to
help integrate the veteran and their
family into the community.”
Between the staff at Anzac House
and the personnel at sub-branches,
RSL is giving veterans and their
families the opportunity to connect
with community and be in a better
place.
“To lead their best life.”
Who would have thought buying
one poppy could contribute to so
much?
If you, or a veteran you know,
needs assistance or advice,
contact Veteran Central on
1300 MIL VET (1300 645 838)

Buzz in Afghanistan in
charge of the air war 2009
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Destinations right on our doorstep
travel
By CAROLYN ALLEN
JUST WHEN WE thought we might
be able to plan a holiday, albeit in
Australia, along came the UK strain,
and uncertainty reigned again.
State borders closed almost instantly,
leaving holiday makers faced with a
frenzied journey to return home, not
having had the chance to apply the
sunscreen or take a dip in the ocean.
As frustrating as this may seem, it
is understood that these actions had
to take place to protect public health
and safety.
It leaves us to ponder what a holiday
can look like in the foreseeable future.
How do we make interstate bookings
knowing that it could all go pear
shaped at the last minute?
Here are some points which will help
you in your planning:

• Choose a destination that is
unlikely to see large outbreaks
of COVID-19 community
transmissions.
This will minimise the risk of
Victoria closing its border and you
getting stuck.
Tasmania is a good example of this
and proving very popular at the
moment.
• Always book flexible airfares, ferry
tickets and accommodation rates.
Preferably they will be fully
refundable but at the very least
offer you the opportunity to change
at the last minute.
Flexibility is the key as you may
well have to postpone should
borders be closed to Victorians.
Make sure you read and
understand the terms and
conditions of each component of
your booking.
• Travel insurance is available that
now includes a COVID-19 clause.
It is important to understand that

cancellations occurring as a result
of travel bans or border closures
are not normally covered by travel
insurance.
If this all sounds too daunting, do not
hesitate to enlist the help of your local
travel agent, they are only too happy
to assist you.
Believe me, they will be overjoyed
given the year they have had.
Careful planning will see you still
able to holiday here this year.
Do not forget we have some fantastic
places to discover right here in our own
backyard.
I am about to hook up the caravan
and head to the Pink Lake near Nhill,
Victoria.
Add in a Silo Art Trail and voilà —
another option for a risk-free holiday.
Carolyn Allen is the owner of
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise —
working remotely for now.
Call her on 98442477 or email
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au.

Community Bank
Warrandyte

Supporting our local
Community
Did you know, in 2020 Community Bank Warrandyte
actively engaged local not for proﬁt organisations, contributing
$6,000 for local people in need and those impacted by Covid-19?
Feel good about who you bank with.
Find out more. Call 9844 2233 or search Bendigo Bank
Warrandyte.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1389134, OUT_1777397,
19/01/2021

Wishing every
student and
teacher all the
very best on the
new school
year ahead.

FEBRUARY 2021

Warrandyte Diary 27

Councillors for the environment
green edge
By CHARLOTTE STERRETT
WarrandyteCAN

ACTION TO ADDRESS the climate
crisis must take place at all levels, and
our local government is no exception.
In October, Victorians voted in
local elections to elect their chosen
representatives.
In the Warrandyte area, we have two
new councillors ready to represent us.
S o u t h o f t h e r i v e r w e h av e
Councillor Carli Lange (Yarra Ward,
Manningham) and north of the river
we have Councillor Ben Ramcharan
(Sugarloaf Ward, Nillumbik).
Warrandyte CAN spoke with both
councillors about their plans to tackle
climate change.
Here is what they had to say.
Both councillors see the climate
crisis as an important issue that needs
prioritising now and into the future.
Not only is our local area impacted

by climate change through increased
fire risk and hotter days and nights,
but more storms also, such as the
hailstorm from a year ago, are
becoming more intense.
“Local government can lead the way
and advocate for state-wide climate
change initiatives,” said Cr. Lange.
Top priorities for councillors include
community education and awareness
campaigns, Green Wedge protection,
energy efficiency measures, increased
uptake of renewable energy sources
such as solar and micro-grids, “green”
suburbs, and cleaner and cheaper
power.
Cr Ramcharan said:
“By protecting and enhancing our
Green Wedge we can sequester more
carbon from the atmosphere.
“This, in addition to other measures
to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions,
will make Nillumbik a leading council
for climate action.”
In the next six months both
Councillors expect to see significant
action to address the climate crisis.
In Manningham, which declared
a climate emergency in early 2020,
Cr. Lange expects to have climate
change initiatives prioritised in the
Council Plan.
While in Nillumbik, Cr Ramcharan
will move forward plans for a climate
emergency declaration, aims to
undertake a full emissions profile
across Nillumbik, and update
Council’s procurement policy to

ensure council operations minimise
climate impacts.
“It is important that we know where
our emissions are coming from and
to ensure we are not inadvertently
contributing to climate change
through our investment portfolio.
“Fossil fuel divestment is a key way
for councils to tackle climate change,”
said Cr. Ramcharan.
It is not enough for any council just
to declare a climate emergency.
This must be followed up with
a detailed implementation plan
that sees councils consider and
address climate change risk in all its
operations.
Cr. Ramcharan understands this
well:
“A climate emergency declaration
must not come alone.
“It must be accompanied by a
strong plan or it risks being wasted
and forgotten.
“Nillumbik is currently in the early
stages of reviewing its Climate Action
Plan.
“I will work with Council staff,
the community and climatefocussed organisations to guide the
development of the plan so it can be
strong and effective,” he said.
When asked about local groups like
Warrandyte CAN and the Nillumbik
Climate Emergency Action Team
( N C E AT ) , t h e i r re s p o n s e wa s
overwhelmingly positive.
Cr Lange spoke about the need

Carli Lange

to engage with local climate action
groups.
“We cannot address climate
change alone — these groups help
government understand local issues
and priorities and are important
partners.
“They can advise government,
provide important links to local
communities through awareness and
education, as well as support and
advance government climate change
initiatives,” said Cr. Lange.
Cr Ramcharan talked about the role
these groups can play, by continuing
to engage their local council on
climate change issues.

Ben Ramcharan

“Groups like WCAN keep up the
pressure on councils to do the right
thing,” said Cr. Ramcharan.
Thank you to both councillors Lange
and Ramcharan for their commitment
to address the climate crisis.
We look forward to working with
them and their Councils over the
coming months and years.
Charlotte Sterrett is a member of
local climate change action group
WarrandyteCAN.
If you’d like to become a climate
change hero, find them on
Facebook at: www.facebook.com/
warrandytecan.

Are you enough? — vulnerability is courage
wellness
By MAREE ZIMNY
A YEAR OF massive change has bought
out the good, bad and the ugly in many
people.
How many blessings in disguise did the
lockdown bring to your life and family?
Perhaps you enjoyed the opportunity
to get out of the rat race for a while
and have time to reflect on what is
important to you, not what you just did
on autopilot, but what do you want to
be, do or have?
How vulnerable did you feel when
most of the “normal lifestyle” was
taken away from you?
Brené Brown, PhD, LMSW, a research
professor at the University of Houston,
says: “Owning our story and loving

ourselves through that process is the
bravest thing that we will ever do”
She talks about how our vulnerability
is courage, compassion and
connection.
Courage: It is not the same as
bravery, but courage is to tell the story
from the whole heart.
And it is courageous to accept your
imperfections.
Compassion: You need to be kind
to yourself first because being kind to
others and not you, sends the message
do as I say not as I do, time to be
authentic, you are worth it.
Connection: The ability to let go of
who they should be or who you should
be and establish a connection with
authenticity.
Be seen for you.
Embracing Vulnerability
Some people think vulnerability is

a scary place and you could be hurt
more, but is being someone you are
not a better option?
Be willing to:
• Say “I love you” first,
• do something where there are no
guarantees,
• invest in a relationship that may or
may not work out,
• to say “No”, knowing they will feel
hurt with that answer,
• to say “Yes”, even when it scares
you, but you want it so much,
• to ask for help, especially when you
are the strong one for everyone,
• put ideas forward to grow the
business, regardless if others try to
ridicule it.
When Brené asked her followers,
what they thought vulnerability was,
she was surprised.
She summed it up as follows: “It

is the core of shame and fear and
struggles for worthiness, and it’s
also the birthplace of joy, creativity,
belonging and love, and it’s losing the
fight but winning your life back.”
Numbing vulnerability
Sometimes we are in situations in life
that are so difficult we need to numb
our vulnerability and put on a tough
exterior.
For example:
• When you are waiting for a call
from your doctor.
• If you are having to ask for help
when you are sick.
• Initiating intimacy.
• When you are turned down when
asking someone out.
• Getting laid off.
• Laying people off.
Our world is beautiful and can also
be challenging, and we find ways to
cope as best we can in the moment,
and sometimes that means numbing
our feelings.
You cannot selectively numb
emotions without consequences,
and you cannot numb some feelings
over others; we numb joy, happiness,
then we are looking for peace and
happiness, and we then turn to food
or drinks.
Perfectionism vs I am enough
Some of the traits of feeling you are
not enough:
• Becoming a people pleaser.
• Performing and perfecting for
others’ approval.
• Pretending what you want is not as
important.
• Telling people what they want to
hear.
• Having different masks for people
to be accepted.
• Afraid to be seen for who we truly
are, and possibly rejected.
Being someone you are not, may
not even be something you are aware
of because you have done it since you
were a child to be approved, get love,
accepted at school and so forth.
How to become enough
Check on your feelings, learn to be
vulnerable, be seen and accepted for
who you really are, and not who they
want you to be.
Love from the heart even when
there is no guarantee it will go in your
favour, and practice gratitude and joy
for yourself and others.

When you come from a place of
enough, you reclaim your personal
power and give up the struggle of
needing to be accepted by others, it is
time to put you first.
Why did you give them more
importance over you?
Perhaps it is from childhood,
but as an adult, you can make new
intellectual and heart decisions on
being enough and fill that void up from
within yourself.
Being someone you are not and
being a pleaser is exhausting.
When will it be your turn?
How many times have you said “Yes”
to something, and you really wanted
to say no, but couldn’t, or wouldn’t
because of the consequences?
To look, live and work perfectly, may
avoid or minimise criticism, blame
and ridicule; but all perfectionism is
a shield that we carry around hoping
it will keep us from getting hurt, when
in truth it keeps us from being seen.
Learn to be honest to yourself
Have you ever agreed to do something
for someone, and you said “yes”, but
you really wanted to say “no”, but you’re
a good-hearted person who always
says yes to others and wonder what
will they say about you if you say no?
So, you go about doing their request,
but inside you resent it, regret your
offer, you might even go into some
dark thoughts running through on
how you wish they would disappear, or
hurt themselves, which feels good for
the moment, but it drains your energy.
In summary, embrace vulnerability,
be authentic, risk failure and show up.
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Sharpen up your garden beds
gardening
BY KATHY GARDINER
CORDYLINES, THISTLES, yuccas,
agaves, artichokes, echinops, stipas,
phormium, New Zealand flax, strelitzia,
kniphofia (red hot pokers), aloe vera,
bromeliads, sea holly (eryngium),
liriopes, echium, agapanthus and the
list goes on.
All strappingly gorgeous choices for
the garden.
I am sure you have more suggestions
for a longer list.
Dramatic, drought tolerant,
dependable plants.
The swords and lances of the garden.
The strong vertical statements that
require little care.
In contrast, you have the fluffy spikes
of the indigenous and non-indigenous
grasses, miscanthus, stipas, annual
grasses, pennisetum, and the grass
of the moment for weddings and
decorating — pampus grass (you can
get sterile varieties).
Mind you, I would never plant an
invasive grass on the edge of bushland
as it will get away.
As I look out my bedroom window,
I look with wonder, and sometimes I
have to say glee, at the midsummer
view of my garden.
We have had a lot of summer rain
and the last couple of days it is a joy
to behold.
I always like looking at accidental
combinations that work.
Most of the plants I plant come from
clearance bins at local nurseries.
I like bringing things back to life with
a little TLC but also with a five-acre
garden, I just cannot afford to buy full
priced plants.
The plants I jump on quickly are the
ones where they are just coming to
the end of their season so you know
that they will drop their leaves or
become dormant, waiting for their
time to shine.
I like finding plants that you can
easily take cuttings from the host and
turn one plant into many in the coming
seasons.
I like the multiple plants in one pot,
where when you tip them out to replant
you can separate into three.
I like plants with seed heads still
intact.
I like the sad, the dying and the
neglected.

Ok, so not every time do they respond
to TLC but at least at the end of the day
you are left with pots to plant up with
new experiments.
My friend loves succulents and I
think the fascination of many plants
struck from one host couldn’t possibly
be easier than with succulents.
I remember at the Melbourne Flower
and Garden Show (please let it go ahead
this year) one of the succulent stalls
sold pots of magnificent succulents
in all sizes and types, from the plump
leaved, to the sword leaves, to the
rosettes and the cascading pearls.
But initially I was baffled about the
amount of succulent “pieces/leaves”
for sale.
Just there in the air no roots visible.
The number of shoppers was huge.
But now I understand the fascination.
Each one of those pieces quickly
grows babies that can then be repotted and they in turn grow babies.
It is fascinating to see and you quickly
become addicted.
New life from old.
Now I also know never to plant
succulents straight into the garden
as you will never be able to eradicate
them as every little piece left in the
earth will multiply.
And then there are yuccas.
How many of you have lopped off the
top to pop into the ground or a pot?
Striking sharp structural pieces.
Free plants from the host.
Planting grasses and sedges and
sword leaf plants seems to bring
the Warrandyte garden closer to
nature rather than planting the usual
European looking perennials.
The height, movement in the breeze
and gracefulness of the seed heads
make them a desirable plant in the
garden but probably most of us do not
plant enough of them.
Grasses planted en masse give
structure to the garden and create a
backdrop for other “ta da” (jazz hands)
plants.
There is nothing nicer than kangaroo
grasses or stipas intermingled with
striking complimentary spiky plants.
Like kangaroo paws, or echinacea or
even penstemons.
Even spiky artichokes can be added
into a normal garden bed.
The spiky grey leaves are large and
structural and in season you get the
dramatic flower.
I even find the spent flower of the
artichoke attractive.

And psssst… rabbits don’t like them
at all.
At the moment echinacea is in full
flower.
Dramatic flower heads on top of tall
stems.
They are another plant where I like
to leave the dead flowers for a while.
I love wandering in the garden
stripping the seeds from the stem
between thumb nail and forefinger.
I like shaking poppy seeds and Dusty
Miller (Lychnis coronaria) seeds from
their tiny pods.
I love spreading seeds from dietes
when deadheading.
The only seeds I do not like spreading
are agapanthus seeds.
Remember to dispose of the heads
responsibly as soon as the flowers fade
or start to droop — which is now!
Enjoy your spiky garden.
Remember to wear gloves.
Watch out for snakes — “Nope
Ropes” I heard them called and I still
laugh every time — over the coming
months.
Take care of your families and
gardens.

Lawn Mowing And Whipper Snipping
Backyard Clean Up Services
Tree Pruning And Removal
Weeding And Mulching
Hedge Trimming
Property Maintenance
& Odd Jobs

0400 548 468

local reliable experienced

two birds
and a barrow

GARDENING

specialising in natural Australian gardens

Jake Clancy mob.
Qualified Arborist

0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare

0488 994 669

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com
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A summer filled with great expectations
much ado
By KATRINA BENNETT
LIKE SANDS THROUGH the hourglass,
my so-called summer holidays were
over and I was to resume the normal,
somewhat mediocre days of my life.
Although if I am going to mix my
daytime soap opera metaphors, I was
vibing more along the lines of the notso-young and restless.
Having been cooped up for the best
part of a year and yes, there would be
far worse places then a riverside acre in
Warrandyte to see out a global pandemic
— but I needed to spread my wings.
I was feeling toe-ier than a caterpillar
who had forgotten to press add-to-cart
on their coming-of-age custom-made
cocoon.
Restrictions were easing.
I was failing miserably at trying to
clear my post-COVID, pre-Christmas
rush backlog at work.
So, like all diligent employers, I snuck
out the door leaving my receptionists to
work their magic to give me a break and
make the year-that-shall-not-be-named
disappear.
Turns out their wands must have been
bought off the Weasley family via the
Hogwarts Buy and Sell Facebook page.
My summer holidays became an
“expectation Vs reality meme”.
While my appointment book was
emptied quicker than the toilet paper
aisle last March, to give me that said
time off, someone, somehow wiped
the word “summer” out of my holidays.

Family Christmas:
Expectation VS Reality
Family Christmas surrounded by
all my loved ones in a beautiful,
regional Victorian, sunny, seaside town.
Christmas dinner to be consumed in
my sister’s lovely alfresco area slowly
converting my pasty, too much time in
an office complexion to a golden tan.
A gentle breeze to keep me cool, an
endless supply of wine to keep me
hydrated and freshly peeled prawns to
keep me fat.
Gale force winds blew us into
town.
Did not have to worry about finding
the key for our accommodation, we
simply climbed up the outside wall and
entered through the gap where the wind
had curled back the Colourbond roof.
A f t e r a s l e e p l e ss n ig ht f u l l o f
mathematical equations, my brain
endlessly computing just how many km/
hr would be required to lift a bed with
both myself and my other half out of the
roof and across Bass Strait, I exchanged
our car for a boat and sailed down the
road for our luncheon rendezvous.
Cowering in my puffer jacket and
beanie, I did consume enough prawns
and chocolate to keep me fat.
New Year’s camping:
Expectation VS Reality
Surrounded by friends in a
beautiful, regional Victorian,
lakeside town.
Idyllic days reading books and getting
sun kissed by the water, kids entertained
by the ski boats, endless supply of
champagne to keep me hydrated and
antipasto platters to keep me fat.
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Australia Day escape:
Expectation VS Reality
Long weekend relaxing on a
houseboat.
Enjoying the serenity, working on my
still not golden tan, kids entertained by
the ski boats, endless supply of spirits
by the bottle to keep me hydrated and
freshly caught fish to keep me fat.
The water had more chop than an
Australia Day barbeque.
Words would swim before my eyes as
I’d try to read in the constant motion.
Every gentle suggestion of maybe
someone would like to go for a
wakeboard or water ski was greeted
with the succinct phrase “It’s soooo
cold” uttered in the tone that only a
group of six teenagers could perfect.
Face beet-red and windburned to
hell, cowering in my puffer jacket and
beanie I did consume enough frozen
fish fingers, potato chips and chocolate
to keep me fat.
Back at the office
Glancing out my office window at
the perfectly calm and sunny day
taunting me.
Peeling face reflecting back at me.
Uncomfortably tight pants cutting
into me, I reflect on my time away.
Do I sue the manufacturers for the
malfunctioning Weasley family wand
or fire the staff member that wielded it?
Or should I just be content with
summer holidays without the summer?
Realising that my restlessness had
settled back to just the ten toes I was
born with, I conceded that these truly
were the days of my life.

R

The lakeside town was more
caravan park on the side of major
trucking route.
By day the paddock we were camping
in would reflect the fiery rays from the
sun up into my skull, burning the lashes
from my eyelids and the incessant wind
would blow them away.
As night would fall, thunder would
start to echo around the valley, the
wind ramping up a few more notches

and I perfected the sitting with dinner
in one hand and holding down the
marquee with the other, while the rain
plastered my windswept coiffure to
my scalp.
Kids continually flattening the battery
in the car with their perpetual need to
charge their phones.
Cowering in my puffer jacket and
beanie, I did consume enough burnt
snags and chocolate to keep me fat.

Tax implications of investing in shares — Part A
finance
By BRIAN SPURRELL
A SURVEY OF 2,046 Australian adults
by researcher Qualtrics, commissioned
by financial comparison website
Canstar, found that 40 per cent of young
Australians invested in the share market
in 2020.
44 per cent of respondents aged 26–40
and 42 per cent aged 18–25 participated
in the share market for the first time.
Out of the total of these two age
cohorts, 58 per cent directly invested
in shares and 30 per cent invested via a
managed fund.
This month’s column addresses not
only these younger, first-time investors,
but also the significant numbers of older
investors and retirees, who became first
time investors seeking to switch out of
term deposits and other low interest
earning investments, in the hope of
generating higher returns from investing
in shares and other equity investments.
From a tax point of view, share
investors fall into one of two distinct
categories:
• Investors inclined to hold their
shares for the long term with a
focus on generating wealth from
growth in the market value of their
investments.
• Investors wanting to generate an
income stream from the short
term, by attempting to buy shares

when they are perceived to be
undervalued and selling out and
taking a profit when their shares
have increased in value.
• This approach is known as share
trading.
For February, we will focus on the tax
implications for long term investors.
There are two different types of taxes
that these investors need to be aware of:
namely income tax and capital gains tax.
Income tax
Income tax is levied on ordinary
income which includes dividends and
short-term capital gains on shares that
are held for no more than one year.
Dividends are paid to investors usually
half yearly out of a company’s after
tax profits, and are accompanied by
a dividend or distribution statement
setting out the amount per share, the
gross payment, the franked amount,
the unfranked amount and the franking
credit.
In your tax return you are required
to include at Item 11 Dividends, the
unfranked amount, the franked amount
and franking credit at labels S T and U.
If you have not advised the company
of your tax file number, then the amount
of tax withheld by the company from
your dividend must also be reported
at Item 11.
You must also advise the company of
your bank details so your dividend can
be deposited directly into your bank
account.
Some companies have a dividend

reinvestment plan (DRP) which offers
you the choice of reinvesting your
dividend in additional shares.
If you have advised the company of
your intention to participate in the DRP
your dividend notice will also include
the price per share and the number of
participating shares you have received.
The amount of taxable income
included in your tax return is the same,
irrespective of whether you elect to
receive cash or reinvest in additional
shares.
The franking credits disclosed on your
dividend statement are included in
your taxable income on your tax return
because it represents the company tax
already levied on your company at the
standard rate of 30 per cent.
In order to avoid double taxation of
your dividend, your taxable dividend
income is effectively adjusted back to
the pre-company tax amount of your
dividend which is then taxed to you at
your personal tax rate.
To avoid your share of the company’s
net income being taxed firstly at
the company rate and again at your
personal tax rate your tax assessment
will show a Franking Tax Offset equal to
the amount of the franking credit, which
either reduces your tax payable or is
refundable to you as part of your refund.
Regardless of whether your franking
credit offset results in a full refund of the
franking credits or a reduction in your
tax payable, your return on your shares
investment is the total of the gross
dividend received plus your refundable

franking credits, for example:
Fred (30) is unemployed and
decided to withdraw money he had
on term deposit earning a mere 1.5
per cent before tax, and used the
cash to purchase 1,000 shares in
the ABC company on July 1, 2020,
at a cost, inclusive of brokerage, of
$18,640.
On September 30, he received a
fully franked interim dividend of
$0.70 per share totalling $700 with
franking credits of ($700/.7x .3) =
$300.
He also expects ABC will pay a
final dividend of the same franked
amount in March 2021.
Being unemployed, Fred believes
his taxable income for 2020/21 will
be below the tax-free threshold

of $18,200 and therefor expects
his franking credits will be fully
refunded.
Fred is curious to know how the
expected annual rate of return on
his share investment will compare
with the 1.5 per cent he was earning
on his term deposit.
Fully franked dividend:
(700 x 2)/18640=7.51 per cent.
Refundable franking credits:
(300 x 2)/18640=3.22 per cent.
Grossed up annual return:
10.73 per cent.
However, this is not the full story as we
have not considered any movement in
the price of the ABC shares, which may
result in an unrealised capital gain or
loss, although tax on this does not come
into play until the shares are sold.
We will delve deeper into the tax
implications of investing in shares in
March.
The content of this article is not
intended to be used as professional
advice and should not be used as
such.
Some aspects of this topic can be
quite complex, so if you are a share
investor or contemplating investing
in shares you should consult a
registered tax agent, a financial
advisor or your broker.
Brian Spurrell FCPA CTA Director,
Personalised Taxation & Accounting
Services Pty Ltd. 0412 011 946 Email
bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au
Web www.ptasaccountants.com.au

DIARY CLASSIFIEDS
MEMORIAL NOTICE
With heavy hearts full of love we will be celebrating Peta Walker’s life.
The celebration will be held from 2pm on Friday, February 19, 2021 at the
Warrandyte Sports Centre (beside the oval in Taroona Avenue).
We will have a board at the entrance and would love you to bring a
photo of Peta with a memory or message on the back to add to the board.
On the day, we ask you to please be colourful and bright to help us
celebrate our beautiful Peta.
We ask you to please donate to the Breast Cancer Network of
Australia in lieu of flowers. The Walker Family

SERVICES
CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style &
comfort. Airport transfer,
parties, weddings. City &
suburb to suburb. Up to 8
passengers & luggage.
Call Clive for bookings
0412 556 801.
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Elite Sports Academy at
Warrandyte High School
Warrandyte High
ATAR star
By JOSEPH CARUANA
Assistant Principal,
Warrandyte High School
2020, THE YEAR of remote learning.
Our teachers and students rose to
the challenge and did an amazing
job.
There were many success stories
in 2020, but Warrandyte High
School is exceedingly proud of its
2020 Dux, Zihan (Hanson) Tang
who achieved an impressive ATAR
of 98.45.
Zihan arrived at Warrandyte High
School from Nanjing, China.
With interests including
playing basketball and chess,
Hanson immediately thrived in
the academic culture which he
encountered.
As a Year 12 student he studied
Maths Methods, Specialist Maths,
Physics, Chinese, English as an
Additional Language (EAL) and
Chemistry.
Zihan was so humble in his
achievement wanting everyone
at Warrandyte High to know that
he appreciated the support and
encouragement he received from
his teachers.
“The teachers are very kind and

gave me courage and motivation to
perform at this height.
“I went pretty well last year and
faced few challenges with the help
and care from teachers,” said Zihan.
The WHS community is so very
proud of Hanson, one of our many
tremendous success stories.
He has already been offered the
opportunity to study at Melbourne
University, which was his goal.
WHS wishes him every future
success.

By JOSEPH CARUANA
THAT IS CORRECT, Warrandyte
High School has a vibrant and elite
basketball program and an equally
amazing and elite AFL program.
These two intensive programs
comprise our 2021 Sports Academy.
Students from Year 7 right through
to Year 10, both girls and boys, are
participating in these programs which
take place on Tuesday and Wednesday
mornings.
We are very excited to introduce
to the Warrandyte Community our
coaches who will be working closely
with our Sports Academy students:

Brad Waters, Basketball Coach
Brad has had a passion for basketball
for more than 25 years.
Brad’s mission is to give the
opportunity of love for the game back
to the youth of our community.
Brad’s own basketball experience
spans over many years in representative
teams, playing across Victoria,
coaching a number of teams as well
as developing his own basketball club.
Welcome Brad.
Hugh Schaeche, AFL Coach
Hugh is an extremely passionate
Australian Rules footballer and coach
who loves seeing the growth and

Brad Waters, Basketball Coach

development of students within the
sport.
Having played and coached junior
football at the highest level, Hugh
understands the requirements of what
it takes to successfully navigate sport,
schooling and personal development.
Hugh is immensely excited about the
opportunity to work closely with the
WHS AFL Sports Academy students.
Welcome Hugh.
Both the basketball program and
the AFL program are intensive skill
building and fitness training programs
happening right here at Warrandyte
High School.

Hugh Schaeche, AFL Coach

2021 Tour Dates
Twilight School Tour - 6:00pm
•

Thursday 25 March

Saturday Morning Tours - 9:30am
•
•
•

20 February (2022 Year 7 Scholarship Test)
1 May
21 August

School at Work Tours - 9.30am
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday 11 February
Friday 14 May
Wednesday 16 June
Tuesday 27 July
Friday 22 October
Thursday 25 November

Early Years Walk Tours- 9.30am
(Early Learning and Prep)
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday 11 March
Wednesday 26 May
Wednesday 23 June
Tuesday 31 August
Thursday 18 November

Bookings are essential:

www.billanook.vic.edu.au/book-a-tour
or telephone: 9724 1179
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Get reading: Back to school books
book nook
By MEERA GOVIL

WD BULLETIN’s Book Nook
column is making a guest
appearance in this month’s
Warrandyte Diary.
ELTHAMbookshop owner Meera
shares her recommendation for
back-to-school books.
And just like that it is time again to
get out the shiny black school shoes
and fill up your backpack with books!
From excited preps to reluctant
teens and their parents, the folks at
ELTHAMbookshop have put together
a booklist for your satchels.
Kindness Makes us Strong
by Sophie Beer
In times like these we could all use a
little more kindness.
In unmistakable Sophie Beer style,
this book displays how small, yet
meaningful, acts of kindness can be
— from cheering a friend on to taking
turns with toys.
Ages 2+
The Colouring Competition
by Heath Mckenzie
Oscar and Henry whizz around the
park, the zoo and the streets, colouring
everything in their path as brightly as
possible to prove who’s the best.
Though the competition is fierce,
friendship is the real winner of the day.
Full of clever little details to notice
and lots of laughs, this story is sure to
capture their imaginations!
Ages 3+
I Feel… by DJ Corchin
With so many new feelings to feel
when starting school, it can all get a
bit overwhelming and confusing for
our little ones.
This book is a great tool to help them

identify what emotions they may be
experiencing, with simple yet bold
illustrations focusing on expressive
cartoon faces.
There are also a few thoughtful
prompts and activities to help with
self-reflection.
Ages 3+
Some Brains by Nelly Thomas
A beautiful picture book that
celebrates how our differences make
us all unique.
Written in warm and touching
prose, this is the perfect book to show
children how everyone deals with their
surroundings in their own way.
Included is a great glossary at the
back that explains neurodiversity, in
particular conditions such as autism
and sensory processing.
Ages 4+

Wipe-clean First Numbers
by Usbourne
Colourful scenes of friendly monsters
in the garden, at the fair, and even
outer space make learning how to
count and write numbers so much fun!
Designed to be reused over and over
again, the Usborne Wipe-Clean range
is perfect aide for practicing numbers,
letters, handwriting, spelling, grammar
and maths.
Ages 4+
First School Dictionary by Collins
The perfect first dictionary, with a
nice balance between illustration and
information.
Over 1,000 of the most common
words are included, sure to help their
vocabulary grow each day.
Also includes a useful Word Wizard,

with sections on numbers, time,
grammar, spelling, similar words,
opposites, and more.
Ages 5+
The Puffin Book of Stories for
6-year-olds by Wendy Cooling
Martians, and monkeys, and myths,
oh my!
These 14 fun short stories have been
hand selected for six-year-olds, filled
with adventure, silliness and a few
morale lessons along the way.
As your young ones learn new words
at school, they can read along with you,
perhaps before bed.
Ages 6+
Amazing World Atlas
by Lonely Planet Kids
Fu l l o f t h e g o r g e o u s c o l o u r
photographs that Lonely Planet is
renowned for, this atlas truly lets you
travel the world from your own home.
From Andorra to Zambia, there is
an entry for every single country in
the world, with information about the
culture, history and geography.
The continents are broken down
into 25 different regions, with a large,
colourful and easily readable map
for each.
Ages 8+
All New Children’s
Encyclopedia Britannica
This new and fully updated
encyclopedia includes the facts that
we do know about the universe, earth,
matter, life and human society from the
experts in their fields.
What is even more interesting
though, is the questions it raises
about what we do not know yet, which
encourages curiosity to inspire the
STEM problem solvers of the next
generation.
Ages 8+
A World of Art
by James Brown and Helena Hunt
Learn all about artists, techniques

and styles in this beautifully presented
timeline of art history.
There are practical sections on
subjects such as perspective, selfportraits, and print-making, which are
interspersed with examinations of the
great movements and artists, including
romanticism, cubism and pop art.
This book would ensure you impress
your art teacher!
Ages 10+
Help Your Kids With Science by DK
Tackle that secondary Science
homework with confidence.
The three main streams of science —
Biology, Chemistry and Physics — are
all covered in great detail, with helpful
diagrams and charts throughout.
Ages 12+
The Australian Schoolkids’ Guide to
Debating and Public Speaking
by Claire Duffy
Written specifically for Australian
students, this is the ultimate guide for
those who struggle with speaking in
front of a class.
Feel totally prepared for any
upcoming oral assignment, with tips
and tricks on how to research, rehearse
and rebut, as well as planning sheets,
outlines and examples.
Ages 12+
Can We Talk About Consent
by Justin Hancock
This book goes further than most
Health classes will, with a focus on the
emotional, social and even political
aspects of consent, rather than just
the physical.
The importance of agency, making
your own choices and respecting the
decisions of others are all examined
in depth.
An extremely important book that
covers sensitive topics in an open and
informative tone.
Ages 14+

Open Day
SATURDAY 27 FEBRUARY 2021
9.30am – 2.00pm
Our Open Day is a community event for current,
future and prospective families, showcasing our people,
programs and learning spaces.

We look
for ward t
welcomin o
g you
to this
special ev
ent!

Attendees must abide by the latest public health advice to support the management of a COVIDSafe event.

REGISTER ONLINE elthamcollege.vic.edu.au/openday
Early Learning to VCE | 1660 Main Road Research Ph 9437 1421 | elthamcollege.vic.edu.au | enrolments@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au
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Growing up in Frontier Times
Birrarung stories
By JIM POULTER
MY GREAT-GRANDFATHER, Tom
Chivers, was born in a bark hut in
September, 1844, by the Yarra River
near present day Petty’s Orchard.
By then, Tom’s older brother Willie,
was four and spoke Woiwurung as
fluently as he spoke English.
Willie was soon giving little Tom
piggybacks on daily excursions with
their Aboriginal playmates.
This included a boy named Lanky
who was a year and a half younger
than Willie.
Lanky was to remain a lifelong friend
and when he died in 1929 aged 88, he
was by far the oldest Aboriginal man
in Victoria.
These excursions became even more
regular after Willie and Tom’s mother
died in 1849.
Lanky’s parents, Murrum and Mary
were more than willing to take care of
Willie and Tom on a daily basis.
This could extend for several days
when their father John was away
carting goods.

Willie and Tom’s longest trek was
a two-week journey to and from
Ngyelong, now known as Hanging
Rock, in November 1851.
Many stories of these hunting and
walkabout adventures have been
passed down our family.
One tale I loved hearing, was how
Tom and Willie were taken duck
hunting at Bolin-Bolin Billabong in
Bulleen.
When they got to the billabong,
a flock of ducks was contentedly
paddling around in the middle.
One of the men stood on the
bank and successively threw three
boomerangs over the billabong above
the innocently cruising ducks.
As each boomerang returned it was
caught and thrown again, so that the
three boomerangs were circling in the
air at the one time.
The ducks all looked skyward, alert to
the moving objects as maybe an eagle
or hawk hunting them.
While the ducks’ gaze was averted,
another man with a dilly bag slipped
into the billabong and swam out under
the ducks.
He could of course then see the legs
of the ducks treadling away in the

gloomy water above him.
Reaching up he grabbed an
unsuspecting duck by the feet, dragged
it down and stuffed it into his dilly bag.
The remaining ducks were none the
wiser about their mate next to them
suddenly disappearing with a neat
“plook”, because none took flight.
So, the process was repeated half a
dozen times.
Maybe the remaining ducks just
assumed that their mates had gone
duck-diving.
Another trick in hunting ducks
involved less exertion.
A hole was dug in the soft earth of
the riverbank.
Some worms were then broken up
and placed in a line from the water up
into the hole.
The hunter then retired under a
shady tree and waited.
Fairly soon, a duck would come out
to eat the worms and make its way up
into the hole.
Once in the tunnel the duck found
out something it had never known
before.
Ducks cannot walk backward, so it
just sat there waiting for its neck to
get wrung.

This Girl Can … Mountain Bike

WARRANDYTE Mountain Bike (MTB)
Club has joined VicHealth’s This Girl
Can program for a fun weekend of
MTB action.

Wendy Snowball, President of
Warrandyte MTB Club told the Diary
the events were free, all participants
need to do is register.
Saturday Morning is a beginner skills
session, meeting at Beasley’s Car Park.
“All you need is a bike you can ride
on the dirt, and an Australian standard
helmet, to learn the ‘what’ and ‘howto’ of MTBing,” said Wendy.
Saturday Afternoon will be an
intermediate ride, leaving from the
Smith’s Gully General Store.

Register at:
warrandytemtb.com.au/events
Ladies Introductory MTB Skills
Saturday, March 27,
09am – 11am,
Warrandyte
Intermediate to Advanced Ladies
MTB Ride
Saturday, March 27,
1pm – 3:30pm,
Smith’s Gully
These events are part of the This
Girl Can initiative.

REVIEW OF MAYORAL AND
COUNCILLOR ALLOWANCES
Notice is hereby given in accordance with sections 74(1B) and 223
of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act), that Manningham City
Council is to undertake a review and determine the level of mayoral
and councillor allowances.
Council resolved at its meeting on Thursday 28 January to give notice
of its intention to review allowances and has proposed a:
•
•

Mayoral allowance of $100,434 with a $9,541 superannuation
contribution; and
Councillor allowance of $31,444 with a $2,987 superannuation
contribution.

Written submissions on the proposed allowances are sought in
accordance with section 223 of the Act. Submissions will be received
until 5.00pm on Monday 1 March 2021 and should be addressed
to the Chief Executive Officer, Manningham City Council, PO Box 1,
Doncaster VIC 3108.
Any person who has made a written submission to the Council can
request to be heard in support of their submission and is entitled
to appear in person or by a person acting on their behalf. Please
indicate in your submission if you wish to be heard.
Submissions made in accordance with section 223 of the Act are
considered public documents and may be incorporated in the
agenda and minutes of the Council Meeting at which they are
considered and available on Council’s website as part of the relevant
agenda and minutes of the meeting.
For enquiries, please contact Council’s Senior
Governance Advisor on 9840 9333 or email
manningham@manningham.vic.gov.au

Kentucky Fried Duck seemed to
have been quite a popular meal in
those days.
It is interesting that Willie and Tom
were allowed to wander with their
Aboriginal mates as far west of the bark
hut as they liked.
The story passed down about hunting
at Bolin-Bolin in Bulleen is testament
to that.
However, John completely prohibited
them from going farther east than
the canoe tree that was about five
hundred metres from Major Newman’s
homestead.
John obviously made the rule to
ensure that the boys did not go with
their friends onto Newman’s land and
risk being shot at by him.
All his life, Tom told stories to his
children and grandchildren about
these early days and he always kept
a range of artifacts and weapons for
them to inspect.
This is demonstrated in the story
from the early 1920s when my mother
was at primary school.
Tom, her grandfather was by then
nearly 80.
Mum and her brothers and sisters
wanted to show him the new wonder

of the age, a wireless crystal set radio.
Their grandfather listened briefly and
dismissed it out of hand.
He said that tribal people had radio
receivers that they used every day
before going hunting.
John then got a spear from behind
the kitchen door and took the children
out into the paddock.
Tom drove the spear into the ground
and got each child to put their ear
to the end of the spear and listen
carefully.
He said Aboriginal people did
this each morning and could tell
everything that was happening in a
five-kilometre radius.
They all took turns to listen and he
then told them that the percussion
they could hear through the spear was
the kangaroos jumping in O’Brien’s
paddock over the next hill.
Tom passed down a treasure trove of
such anecdotes that clearly showed the
sophistication of Aboriginal thinking
and the science embedded in their
cultural practices.
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Athletics gets back on the track
By ED MUNKS
ON THE LAST weekend in January,
the 2020 Victorian Athletics Relay
Championships were held at Box Hill.
The highlight of the day was Allison
Parrott being a new gold medalist in
the Women’s Over 40 4x100m event.
The team also set a Victorian record
for the event in a time of 67.64, her
coach Elvis and their boys cheering
her on were extremely proud of their
mum.
In the Open Women’s 4x400m relay,
local girls Nicole Reynolds, Abbey
Caldwell and Harriette Glover along
with Stephanie Larkin came 4th in a
tight finish.
Matt “the Fast” Parrott competing
in the Under 18 800m medley relay
got 3rd and brother Lauchlan in the
open age event finished 12th.
In the COVID-delayed and restricted
athletics season other local athletes to
feature was returning athlete, local
mum and former president of the
East Doncaster Little Athletics Club
Jacqui Ward.
After a very long absence, Jacqui has
been featuring in a number of events
including the 60m, 100m and discus,
with son Patrick also competing in his
speciality middle-distance events.
Patrick can be seen most evenings
running along Yarra Street and the

hills beyond.
Andrew Parrott has also been
competing at club events, but a
hamstring injury has curtailed his
mid-season.
New-comer Kim Peak and daughter
Emma, who has graduated from
Little Aths, have also joined the
senior competition at Doncaster,
Kim also competed in the State Relay
Championships.
For further information on joining
East Doncaster Little Athletics
club contact Lisa Williams on
0408 140 161 or Jacqui Ward for
Doncaster Athletics Club.

Allison Parrott

Lauchlan Parrott

The Women’s Over 40 4x100m relay team

Training for gold — COVID-19 style
By NICOLE REYNOLDS
IT IS SAFE to say that for everyone,
COVID-19 has drastically affected
their lives.
For me, my sport has been greatly
impacted and like myself, many
athletes have had to rethink their
approach to training.
Training solo over the past weeks/
months was challenging, as the
motivation I needed to complete the
session was sometimes lacking — you
need your training partners and coach
to push you further.
At the beginning, the training was
very different and not as enjoyable due
to the lack of social interaction with my
squad members.
However, this was overcome through
the use of technology such as Zoom,
where I would participate in a virtual
plyometric training session with the
squad.
In addition to the use of Zoom, we
used mobile phone apps such as
STRAVA.
This app specifically tracked our
pace, elevation gain and time moving,
allowing our coach to assess individual
athlete data and then determine

whether we were meeting our assigned
training targets.
A key element of my training program
is hill running where I would perform
timed repetitions running up a hill to
build endurance and strength.
As I live in Kangaroo Ground, there
was no issue in finding a steep hill to
run up.
However, finding a steep hill which
was roughly 100m with a 15m incline
and a soft surface which was suitable
to run on at a fast pace of 70 per cent of
maximum speed, was another matter.
Finally, I had to adapt my strength
training program, as I could not attend
the gym at my Exercise Physiologist as
I normally would.
Therefore, I made use of my at-home
squat system, weights, and limitless
stretchy bands that I had acquired
over the years but had never put to use!
Since restrictions have slightly
loosened, it has been good to be back
training with my squad and coach
again.
I am looking forward to competition
with a newfound appreciation of the
social interaction and freedoms that
it brings.

Nicole’s athletics highlights
2019/2020
Unless otherwise indicated, the
information below refers to 400m
hurdles.
NOTE: due to previous navicular
stress reactions during the 2018/19
season, my training and competition
was suspended/cut short (as a result
it was the first time in six years I did
not compete at the Australian National
Championships in Sydney).
My return to competition during
the 2019/2020 season was delayed to
ensure full recovery from my injury.
During this time I was rebuilding
my strength, therefore I did not begin
competing until the end of November
2020 (I had a total of nine months
without jumping a single hurdle but
trained with a modified program).
23/11/19: Competed in the state
relay championships (first race of my
season).
30/11/19 – 22/2/20: Competed in
weekly interclub competitions (first
400m hurdles race I ran 1:05.91).
24/01/20: Canberra track and field
championships, ran against Lauren
Wells, and ran a PB of 1:03.43

13/02/20: Competed in high velocity
competition (nearly fell on the last
hurdle, yet still PBd with a time of
1:02.56)
08/03/20: Competed in the State
Track and Field Championships (came
4th with a PB of 1:02.47) just before
COVID-19 began

Was looking forward to the National
Championships being held in Sydney
(which got cancelled due to COVID-19)
The Stawell Gift competition in which
I was going to run the flat 400m also got
cancelled due to COVID-19.
Goal for 2021: run sub 61 seconds in
the 400m hurdles.

Now is the time to create some healthy habits
fitness
By CHRIS SHARP
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Let’s hope 2021 is a successful year
in your chosen endeavours after the
turmoil and instability of last year.
Personally, it was tough for me as I
am sure it was for many of you.
B e s i d e s l o s i n g my s t u d i o i n
Warrandyte, I lost my way and didn’t
feel I had a real sense of purpose.
I found it a challenge to function
day-to-day, finish tasks, and wound
up isolating myself more.
This led me to a path of what I’d call
self-destruction where I’d fall into bad
habits.
I struggled for motivation; I was
staying up too late, therefore sleeping
in too late.
I was drinking more alcohol than
normal and just generally partying
too hard.
My body and brain were not
functioning as they should.
They were real “groundhog days” just
accumulating until things got back to
some normality.

I can’t afford to lose sleep nor overjam my schedule.
I need to keep up with those good
habits for the sake of my heart, mind,
and physical health.
I believe this is the same for
everybody.
When you’re stressed or emotionally
distressed, your heart is one of the first
organs in your body that will feel the
pain and react.
But here we are in February 2021, we
are back working hard, kids are now at
school, holidays are over, so I thought
I’d share some healthy habits with you.
There are so many of them, but
I thought I’d give you five that will
hold you in good stead this year and
beyond.
1. Get a morning routine
that suits you
How you start your day really matters.
The way you approach a morning
determines what mood you’ll be in
that entire day.
If you wake up on the wrong side
of the bed, rush to get dressed, skip
breakfast or shove something in your
mouth and rush to work, you’ll most
likely feel rattled for the day.

A morning routine will help you
ease into your day and start off on the
right foot.
If you have had a goal to have
more time in the mornings, start in
15-minute increments.
Wake up 15 minutes earlier each day
until you are happy with the time.
More time in the mornings means
more time and attention to work
obligations and people you care most
about.
2. Exercise for at least
30 minutes a day
Don’t just grab another cup of coffee
— get up and move.
Have a PT session, do a fitness class,
lift some weights, go for a jog followed
by some stretches.
It is great for your body and mind.
Just 30 minutes of walking, five times
a week, may help keep the blues at bay.
And if you can’t do it all at once, short
bursts help, too.
3. Organise your home or
workspace for 15 minutes
15 minutes of cleaning a night (or
morning, whichever works best) will
add time to your life.

Your home should be your oasis.
A clean place is vital for stress
management.
I just let my place build up with
untidiness, clutter, and dust, I just
could not face cleaning it.
It affected my mood and motivation.
Make sure all the dishes and washing
are put away and the beds are made in
the morning.
Shower before bed and enjoy fresh
sheets on the bed, it really does make
a difference.
4. Develop your evening routine
An evening routine can consist of
reading, Yoga, meditation, cleaning
and organising, or doing an exercise.
Winding down is critical for mental
health management.
Three hours before bed might be the
time you want to start allowing your
brain and mind to relax.
Your evening routine can entail
anything that promotes peace and
serenity.
If something relaxes you and gets you
prepared for bed, do that.
To make a health goal into a habit,
set a time to stop working.

5. Keep a journal
This is something new for me, but
I love the idea and think it’s really
helping me.
It can be done in three to five minutes.
Try logging what you accomplished
each day and what you need to do
the next.
Create a comprehensive outline
showcasing how much you have
achieved and what else needs
attention.
You will be amazed when you realise
how much you’ve done in a day and
hopefully will stop being so hard on
yourself.
I am ridiculously hard on myself,
unnecessarily so, and it’s unhealthy
for the heart and mind.
This journal writing saved me in a
lot of ways.
I’m now ready to make 2021 my most
successful year ever and I hope it will
be for you too.
Yours in good health, Chris.
Chris Sharp is a Personal Trainer
at Advance Fitness-Doncaster East
and can be contacted on
0419 553 058
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Warrandyte Basketball returns to the court
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
AFTER A SEASON cut just short of
the finish line in 2020, Warrandyte
Basketball currently has approximately
60 teams across their junior Redbacks
p ro g ra m a n d Ve n o m p ro g ra m
competing in the current season.
The Redbacks, who play in the
competition run by the Eastern
Districts Junior Basketball Association
(EDJBA), started grading games back
in November, however due to a later
than normal start to the summer
season only three grading games,
down from six, were played before
the regular season started just prior
to Christmas.
Jacqui Thompson, Club Secretary,
said it was a slow return to the junior
season, especially after such a lengthy
break.
“Getting it back up was actually quite
difficult.
“Especially sorting venues as EDJBA,
Basketball Victoria, and schools all
had different plans, processes, and
protocols,” she said.
While Basketball Victoria had
given the all-clear to commence,
schools were not yet ready to open
up completely, which provided some

difficultly for clubs as many of the
teams train and play at school venues.
As restrictions changed, different
venues had different restrictions, be it
the number of players and spectators
allowed, the extra sanitation of
equipment, or the access to facilities.
Warrandyte Basketball had to
manage the wind-up to club activities
in stages.
“Everyone was just keen to get the
kids back on the court, it’s what EDJBA
needed to do to fit the games in,” Ms
Thompson said.
With a short time between getting
the go ahead to return to sport and
lingering concerns over Coronavirus,
communication to the community
was key during the break and at the
start of the season, something the club
handled well.
“We got really good feedback about
our communication.
“People felt safe and that we were
doing everything by the book to
minimise the risks,” she said.
With the junior competitions
underway and the Big V set for a start
on Saturday, March 13, the feeling in
the community is overwhelmingly
positive.

“The community is really special in
Warrandyte, I really value the role that
the club has within the community,”
Ms Thompson said.
Looking forward to 2021, both on
and off the court, local sport has a big
role in bringing everyone together and
setting the tone for a positive year.

Warrandyte Netball Club set for February return
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
IN 2020, WARRANDYTE Netball Club
only managed to play two competitive
games, amongst the chaos brought to
sporting codes by Coronavirus.
Suzy O’Rourke, Vice President of
Warrandyte Netball Club told the
Diary club members were hit hard
by the possibility of no play in the
foreseeable future.
“The adjustment to ‘no netball’ hit
everyone hard, club and players alike,
and everyone seemed to go into a sort
of hibernation.
“ Wi t h C OV I D - 1 9 re s t r i c t i o n s
extending through the Autumn and
Spring season, many of the players
were left feeling disappointed,” Ms
O’Rourke said.
While missing friends, the social
connections, and the joy of weekly
competitive games, the blessing
was that the many volunteers at the
club received a well-earned rest and
everyone at the club had more time to

focus on family.
Now that the 2021 s eas on is
approaching, new Club President
Eilish Vaughan said she is excited
about getting back to the courts and
seeing the girls at their sporting best,
as well as being excited about the plans
for 2021.
“ The main focus this year is
about finding the balance between
development and encouraging
enjoyment with the players.
“Seeing the girls back on court and
playing with friends, building that
strong community, and working within
the community is very important,” said
Ms Vaughan.
To help the club bond, ahead of the
season, it will again be organising the
course marshals at Run Warrandyte,
taking place on Sunday, February 28.
As well as its usual entry into the
Doncaster and District Netball
Association, Warrandyte is also hoping
to enter two high-level teams into the

Eastern Football Netball League in
March/April.
The club will also no longer be
restricted when training in Autumn/
Winter after they announced the
installation of lighting at Warrandyte
Netball Courts, with the assistance of
a $15,000 grant from Community Bank
Warrandyte in December 2020.
Following on from 2020, the club
is looking to maintain the values of
fun, friendship, inclusiveness, and
wellbeing for all involved; as well as
encouraging and looking forward to
seeing new players join the club and
fall in love with netball and the netball
community.
In addition to returning to the level
WNC strive for, 2021 is set to be a
year about strengthening the skills of
coaches and players, with plans for
additional training sessions.
The long-awaited outdoor lighting
upgrade will go a long way to making
this happen.

Eilish Vaughan

Running the distance in 2021
By JAMES POYNER
WA R R A N D Y T E ’ S c e l e b r a t e d
community running event, Run
Warrandyte, is toeing the line for
celebration of sport, health, and
community as the event committee
makes final preparations for its 10th
anniversary run.
Preparation for this event is a yearlong process and the uncertainty of
Coronavirus restrictions has made
planning for 2021 trickier than usual,
but the Run Warrandyte Committee
has sculpted an event to allow walkers,
joggers and runners, of all abilities, to
celebrate Warrandyte’s bush setting
and the spirit of community in a
COVID-Safe way.
R u n Wa r r a n d y t e c o m m i t t e e
representative, Michelle Bean, spoke
to the Diary about the challenges and
changes to this year’s event.
“COVID created a challenge to our
committee this year, as we had to
come up with an event that would
fit in with restrictions and also be
flexible and adjustable to any potential
lockdowns we might be back in on
February 28.
“We feel we have created something
that fits those requirements,” she said.
Currently set to occur on Sunday,
February 28, the event will be capped
at 500 participants with an option to
switch to a 30-day virtual option if
Melbourne or Victoria is forced into
another lockdown.
Michelle also notes a number of
other significant changes, which will
ensure this event remains COVID Safe:

• No on the day registrations.
• Separate start and finish lines.
• Staggered start times (every 15
minutes).
• No event village in 2021.
• No spectators in 2021.
COVID-Safe measures such as hand
sanitising stations, COVID Marshalls
and face masks will also be a feature
of the 2021 event, but Michelle says
this will not take away from the fun
of the day.
“We still plan to create a fun,
community event, where our runners
can run their favourite distances and
receive their free 10-year celebration
medal and backpack.
“We will also have spot prizes and
goodies provided by some great local
businesses and as always appreciate
our sponsors: Charlie Bins, Warrandyte
Ringwood Osteo’s, IGA, Harding Swift
Caravan Services, The Grand Hotel and
Project Clothing.
“We are excited to also announce a
new 21km event and interest in this
has been strong.
“This is alongside the regular 2.2km,
5km, 10km and 15km distances,” she
said.
Staying hydrated and
COVID-Safe
One of the biggest challenges for
event organisers, and event caterers
is how to provide food and drink in a
convenient but COVID-Safe way.
Staying hydrated while exercising is
important.
With high temperatures a distinct
possibility, ensuring participants have

access to water is vital.
The simplest method is to provide
disposable, s eale d containers,
like bottled water, but this adds
unnecessary waste to the environment
and goes against Run Warrandyte’s
mission to be as eco-friendly as
possible.
Mi ch e l l e to l d t h e D i a r y Ru n
Warrandyte has secured a partnership
deal with a Victorian based company,
who will provide water in containers
made from plants.
“We are excited to announce our
event partnership with the eco-friendly
company Just Water.
“Just Water takes Spring Water that
is sourced from Mt Warranheip in
Ballarat, Victoria and packages it in
plant based, eco-friendly cartons,
made by Tetra Pak.
“The packaging materials and
processes result in 75 per cent less
harmful emissions, primarily C02,
compared to a standard PET plastic
bottle.
“The design of the carton was created
to remain flat until it is filled with water,
meaning Tetra Pak use only one truck
to transport the cartons, compared
to the same number of plastic bottles
needing 13 trucks.
“Just Water and Tetra Pak will be
providing water on course and at the
finish line in 2021 to keep our event
COVID safe for our runners.
“Being an eco-friendly event is super
important to us and with this in mind,
we feel Just Water and Run Warrandyte
are a great fit,” she said.
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Bloods’s summer of cricket continues
WARRANDYTE DIARY embedded
re p o r te r, J O S H H U N T LY ,
has provided an update of
Warrandyte Cricket Club’s
season over the summer holiday
period, below is an account of
Rounds 4 to 9.
As we hit print on this edition,
Warrandyte Cricket Club has
finished Round 11

1st XI

The Firsts sat just one game outside
the top four after nine rounds, with
the highlight victory coming against
ladder leaders Wonga Park to keep
their season alive.
At just 22, Luke Killey became
the youngest Warrandyte player
in history to pass the 200-wicket
milestone, passing the double ton of
wickets in the Round 6 match against
Croydon Ranges.
As of Round 9, Ben Taylor (219 runs)
and Lakshan Madushanka (181 runs)
led the batsmen so far this season,
while Nuwan Liyanapathirana (15
wickets) and Brady Poole (12 wickets)
have led the side with the ball.
Ty s o n Ja k s i c a l s o b e ca m e
Warrandyte 1st XI player number
#464, after a stellar run of form in
the Twos.
With just two games separating 2nd
and 6th, Warrandyte are still well in
contention for finals with five games
remaining in the regular season.
Round 4
Warrandyte 6/92
def Bayswater Park 90
Luke Killey 3/19,
Nuwan Liyanapathirana 2/27
Round 5
Warrandyte 85
def by Wonga Park 1/86
Brady Poole 21,
Lakshan Madushanka 1/10
Round 6
Warrandyte 9/145
def Croydon Ranges 142
Lakshan Madushanka 35,
Brady Poole 3/16
Round 7
Warrandyte 9/152
def by East Ringwood 3/154
Scott Handley 44*,
Nuwan Liyanapathirana 2/24
Round 8
Warrandyte 8/151
def Wonga Park 145
L Madushanka 44,
Nuwan Liyanapathirana 4/14,
Round 9
Warrandyte 140
def by Croydon Ranges 156
Ben Taylor 45, Chris Rakuscek 2/22

2nd XI

After nine rounds, the Twos sat 8th
on the Meehan Shield ladder but
only a game outside the top four in a
logjammed competition.
Lachlan Haberfield has been in
good form with the bat and Tyson

Jaksic’s exploits with the ball saw him
sent up to the 1st XI.
Round 4
Warrandyte 9/178
def by South Warrandyte 184
Josh Aitken 37 & 2/24,
Tyson Jaksic 4/39
Round 5
Warrandyte 5/218
def Kilsyth 170
Adam White 69,
Lachlan Haberfield 42,
Isaac Tua 2/12
Round 6
Warrandyte 168
def by North Ringwood 8/179
Lachlan McAlary 61,
Patrick Grocott 43,
Luke Warren 4/45
Round 7
Warrandyte 9/161
def Lilydale 9/157
Lachlan Haberfield 51,
Isaac Tua 44*& 2/25,
Halley Simpson 3/35
Round 8
Warrandyte 116
def by Kilsyth 4/197
Patrick Grocott 43*,
Tyson Jaksic 1/19
Round 9
Warrandyte 122
def by East Ringwood 4/123
Tyson Jaksic 2/24 & 25*,
Halley Simpson & Lewis Jaksic 17

3rd XI

The 3rd XI sat in fourth spot on the
A-Grade ladder after nine rounds,
with skipper Brandon Stafford leading
the way in the charge to finals.
Stafford returned the clubs first
five-fa (in fact a six-fa) of the season
with 6/28, compiling wickets and runs
alike while Blake Haslam has also put
together a nice run with the bat that
includes consecutive half-centuries.
Round 4
Warrandyte 121
def by Montrose 3/124
Lachlan Haberfield 42,
Brandon Stafford 1/17
Round 5
Warrandyte 9/173
def St Andrews 8/172
Cameron Day 54, Tom Ellis 44,
Brandon Stafford 6/28
Round 6
Warrandyte 227
def North Ringwood 8/217
Blake Haslam 64, Tom Jackson 50,
Cameron Day 3/32
Round 7
Warrandyte 5/210
def Ainslie Park 170
Blake Haslam 59,
Tom Jackson 48,
Brandon Stafford 46* & 4/16
Round 8
Warrandyte 151
def by St Andrews 9/152
Brandon Stafford 27,
Nick Oremek 3/14

Round 9
Warrandyte 8/218
def by North Ringwood 5/223
Ben McMellan 69,
Ryan Hoiberg 38

4th XI

T h e Fo u r s w i l l r u e m i s s e d
opportunities with the bat but remain
well in the hunt for finals, currently
third on the D-Grade ladder, after
nine rounds.
Simon Bowyers became
Warrandyte’s first centurion of the
season in Round 8 with 136.
Jake Stubbs and James Weatherley
have proven to be the chief destroyers
with the ball while Shaun Ison
displayed grit in several batting
innings to get the side over the line.
Round 4
Warrandyte 6/73
def Boronia 70
Shaun Ison 22*,
Tom Heffernan 2/2,
Round 5
Warrandyte 88
def by Croydon Ranges 92
Alex Coutts 28, Max Coutts 3/9,
Jake Stubbs 3/19
Round 6
Warrandyte 7/141
def Wonga Park 136
James Weatherley 24 & 2/9,
Shaun Ison 24 & 2/15
Round 7
Warrandyte 72
def by Heathwood 5/76
Shaun Ison 3/17
Round 8
Warrandyte 7/295
def Croydon Ranges 8/162
Simon Bowyer 136,
Ryan Hoiberg 69,
Stuart Haworth 2/13
Round 9
Warrandyte 9/195
def Wonga Park 154
Shaun Ison 41*,
James Weatherley 3/26

5th XI

At Round 9, the 5th XI were the only
side locked into finals after conceding
just one defeat in their last six fixtures.
Drew El Moussali went on a
remarkable r un w ith the bat,
registering three consecutive halfcenturies and Brett Kline joined
him in the purple patch with two
consecutive 50s of his own.
The Fives performance means they
are in a good position for a tilt at the
premiership.
Round 4
Warrandyte 2/167
def East Ringwood 9/163
Ryan Hoiberg 50*,
Drew El Moussali 49*,
Anthony Dale 2/43
Round 5
Warrandyte 6/221
def Croydon Ranges 6/137
Drew El Moussali 50*,
Brett Kline 50*, Rohan Bansal 2/6

Round 6
Warrandyte 3/196
def St Andrews 101
Drew El Moussali 50*,
Brett Kline 50*, Jarrah Aitken
4/30Round 7
Warrandyte 7/90
def by Croydon North 114
Matthew Quick 4/4
Round 8
Warrandyte 6/209
def Croydon Ranges 42
Stephen Goddard 51*,
Flynn Whetters 45, Jarrah Aitken 2/2
Round 9
Warrandyte 3/191
def St Andrews 5/173
Drew El Moussali 50*,
Kayden Trayford 50*,
Max Coutts 4/34

6th XI

As of Round 9, a spot in the M3
Grade finals was well and truly up
for grabs with four sides, including
fourth-placed Warrandyte, locked
on 24 points.
With a see-sawing formline, the
consistent standouts have been
Matthew Quick with the ball with
performances of 4/8 and 4/4 (one in
the Sixes and one in the Fives) netting
him two player-of-the round awards.
Craig Haslam has amassed the
runs for the side with two halfcenturies with John Prangley and
Isaac Rakuscek also in good touch
with the willow.
Round 4
Warrandyte 0/136
def Bayswater Park 7/126
Rob Fyfe 50*, Ben Trayford 50,
Matthew Quick 4/8
Round 5
Warrandyte 9/128
def by Norwood 5/136
Isaac Rakuscek 35, John Prangley 33
Round 6
Warrandyte 3/107 def Montrose 87
Aden Hood 36,
Campbell Holland 4/9
Round 7
Warrandyte 7/125
def by Croydon North 9/182
Isaac Rakuscek 28 & 2/36,
Aden Hood 2/46
Round 8
Warrandyte 5/179
def Norwood 5/174
John Prangley 50*,
Nathan Croft 33 & 2/29
Round 9
Warrandyte 9/157
def by Montrose 4/162
Craig Haslam 55*

7th XI

At Round 9, the Sevens needed all
four of the remaining home and away
fixtures to be victories if they are a
chance for finals.
Several strong performances from
Craig Haslam and Greg Warren
and a vital two-game-cameo from

Dylan Burns netted some important
victories for the side.
Round 4
Warrandyte 103
def by Templeton 1/107
Travis Jackson 36
Round 5
Warrandyte 7/211
def by Mount Evelyn 7/213
Craig Haslam 51*, Greg Warren 50*,
Dylan Burns 3/35
Round 6
Warrandyte 4/39
def Scoresby 38
Dylan Burns 4/5
Round 7
Warrandyte 131
def by East Ringwood 3/138
Rakesh Khatry 23
Round 8
Warrandyte 7/185
def Mount Evelyn 7/183
Craig Haslam 51*,
Graham Rees 2/11
Round 9
Warrandyte 181
def by St Andrews 6/196
Greg Warren 42,
Ben Sproat 3/31

8th XI

After nine rounds, the 8th XI sat
third but will require several wins
to stay.
Their current situation exacerbated
by the fact the side have only played
three games since Round 4 due to
byes (Rounds 5 and 8) and forfeiture
(Round 9).
Craig Haslam’s impressive run of
form started with the Eights in Round
4 with Greg Warren and Stephen
Grocott putting in some runs while
Ethan Padfield has evolved into a
reliable top order rock.
Round 4
Warrandyte 7/194
def by Croydon Ranges 6/224
Craig Haslam 50* & 2/25,
Michael Hodgson 42
Round 5
BYE
Round 6
Warrandyte 6/170
def South Croydon 4/163
Stephen Grocott 49*,
Ethan Padfield 32
Round 7
Warrandyte 7/170
def by Wonga Park 8/182
Greg Warren 50* & 3/16,
Hugo Hay 2/33
Round 8
BYE
Round 9
Warrandyte winners
by opposition forfeit.

East Metro Women’s Social Competition
By MICHELLE HEFFERNAN
SUNDAY SAW the Warrandyte Social
Sixers Women compete in the first ever
East Metro Social Competition, played
against other Social Sixers participants
from various other cricket clubs.
We were all very proud to represent
t h e c l u b a n d t h e Wa r r a n d y t e
community, and it was a great success.
The format was an eight-a-side, 14
over innings, with nothing taken too
seriously, and we all had a laugh.
Round 1
Warrandyte Vs Koonung Heights
Warrandyte won the toss and decided
to bat, we sent out our openers and we
got the score ticking away nicely.
We lost a few early wickets after that,
but our tail-enders were up to the task
and held their ground.
We faced economical bowling from
Koonung and ended the innings 7/52.

After tea Koonung sent out their
batters.
We took a few early wickets, a catch
and a run out and we were on track
for an even game, their middle order
then picked up the pace and the runs
started to get away from us a little.
Koonung finished their innings with
5/94.
The score unfortunately did not
reflect the quality of play from
Warrandyte, but as the game was
purely social and for fun, we all really
enjoyed ourselves and the game.
Top Scorers
Batting
Ronda Arthur 11
Renelle Trayford 9
Jillian Garvey 5
Bowling
Sandi Miller 2/10
Samantha Saunders 1/11

36 Warrandyte Diary

FEBRUARY 2021

