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First drinks

INSIDE

Cheers were heard throughout the land, as Premier Dan Andrews announced both an end to his 120-day stretch
of press conferences and the reopening of hospitality as part of an easing of COVID-19 restrictions.
Melbourne and Victoria have breathed a collective sigh of relief and earned a pat on the back for our hard work
over the last seven months to effectively stamp out the virus and “double donuts” have been the order of the day.
It is now time for a well-earned drink — and what better place to enjoy “getting back on the beers” than our very
own Grand Hotel Warrandyte, where manager Peter Appleby (front right) and staff christened the new beer garden,
along with Member for Warrandyte Ryan Smith (front left) and hotel owner Greg Kennedy (back right).
Full story page 3. 										
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“I intend to live forever. So far, so good”.
— Steven Wright
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OVER THE HILLS

By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER
THEthings
HILLSchange...
The
more
The Diary has looked into the news
archives to see what was happening
a century ago.

MR. WILLIAMS
AT WARRANDYTE
The Argus
Wednesday, 20 October, 1920
Mr. W.E. Williams, the Nationalist candidate
for Evelyn, addressed a meeting at Warrandyte
on Monday.
He said that production was the keynote of
his policy.
Transportation he would place next in order of
precedence, for without good transportation
system to facilitate the marketing and disposal
of Victoria’s products, production itself would
be stultified.
He then propounded a scheme for
transportation by light electric railways along
the existing roads of the same gauge as the
railways, and with power to be obtained from
the Morwell brown coal scheme and from the
Eildon weir at Thornton.
A large percentage of past outlay in railway
construction would be saved by not having to
purchase land through which these railways
would run.

By JOCK MACNEISH

The cost would be small compared with
railways constructed under old condition.
He advocated a vigorous policy of immigration
of rural workers only, preferably of British
origin, to be settled wherever possible on the
Crown lands of the State.
New industr ies should b e star te d in
undeveloped country areas, and generous
financial treatment given to all genuine
ventures.
He advocated the appointment of a director of
horticulture and showed the numerous ways
in which efficiency and economy in the fruit
industry would be gained.
He favoured greater facilities for education in
rural areas, with the teaching of special subjects
bearing on the condition of life of the scholars
and their environment in the country.
This should have the effect of the children being
more contented with the lot of their parents,
and prevent the regrettable desire to drift to
the cities.
Regarding the dairying industry, he instanced
the many ways in which the industry might,
with great advantage to the State, be improved,
specially emphasising the questions of
improving the herd, testing the soils free of
charge, and compelling seedsmen to guarantee
the articles they sold as being true to name.
He favoured a referendum and a simple
majority in dealing with all social questions,
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local
newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it has retained
its strong community character, being produced mostly by volunteers
with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its
independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards
the people, environment and character of the place it serves. Its
monthly circulation is 3,500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.

WD Bulletin available now

including local option, Scripture reading in
schools, and the totalisator.
Personally, he was in favour of selected
Scripture lessons of a non-sectarian character,
with a conscience clause for objectors, as
at present practised in New South Wales,
Queensland, and other States.

WONGA PARK
Eltham and Whittlesea Shires
Advertiser
Friday, 29 October 29, 1920
FROM A CORRESPONDENT

The district was all alive on Election Day with
residents going to cast their votes.
The result being a 2 to 1 majority for the retiring
Member Mr. Everard, and also for Continuance.
The majority of residents consider the Local
Option business an utter farce.
Wonga Park does not possess either an hotel or
wine establishment, and the nearest of any of
these is a distance of 5 miles.
Rain has fallen continuously since Friday
night up to Sunday mid-day, and may interfere
greatly with early cherries.
The crops of pretty well all kinds of cherries,
plums, apples and pears are setting well; grass
is plentiful, but work in the orchards is behind
hand.

WARRANDYTE

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression
of that spirit.
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people continue to play within our community.
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responsibility for financial, health
or other claims published in
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referendum comment in this
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Poyner.
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Next issue of the Diary will be published Monday, December 7, 2020.
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NOVEMBER 2020

Warrandyte Diary 3

Getting back on the beers
By SANDI MILLER

AFTER SEVEN months of lockdown,
the Grand Hotel Warrandyte reopened
its doors under the latest stage of
COVID-19 restriction easings, on
Saturday, October 31.
Manager Peter Appleby said that
when they announced they would be
opening, they were booked out for their
first four days within 50 minutes.
“We went live on Thursday afternoon,
then 50 minutes later we were fully
booked for four sessions, for 70 people,
and that is like that now until Monday
week.”
Peter said that customer support and
confidence is important.
“That people want to get back to
normal living is great,” he said.
Peter said the whole lockdown was
very frustrating with an uncertain
roadmap out of restrictions and
unviable limits put on customer caps.
“The build-up has been intense,
where we got promised one thing and
then had it taken away from us.”
On October 19, Premier Daniel
Andrews was expected to announce
the reopening of hospitality, but put
a pause on the reopening when there
was a surge in cases in North Western
Melbourne.
This was reversed 24 hours later with
a rapid reopening announced as the
state reported zero cases for two days in
a row, and blitzed through the targeted
14-day average daily case number of
five.
Despite being able to open four days
earlier, the Grand took their time getting
their new outdoor space opened.
“We got 30 hours’ notice to pull it all
together, it is just crazy… we have been
working around the clock the last five
days to be able to be open today.
“It is exciting that we can open, but
the disappointing part is the capacity for
inside space is quite challenging for us,
where we are only allowed 10 people per
room, maximum of two rooms.
“It is great that we have got 50 people
in our beautiful outdoor space, but
when it rains this afternoon, what are
we going to do, send them all home?”
he said.
Throughout the lockdown, Peter has
been firm that the minimum number
of patrons to be viable to open was 50,
however, with a pre-COVID-19 capacity
of 700, even that number is barely
sufficient.
He said he was hoping for one person
per four-square-meters inside.
“We are COVID Safe, we are ready
to open and we can work to that — we
manage people, we manage customers,
we manage responsible service of
alcohol — we are the heaviest regulated
industry in Australia, let us manage
COVID in a COVID-Safe manner.”
The pub will be using a QR Code for
contact tracing, a questionnaire on
arrival, as well as temperature checking.
As per the government guidelines,
patrons can only consume food and
drinks while seated.
The timing could not be better to
launch the Grand’s newest outdoor
space, a beer garden, which has
replaced the drive through bottle shop.
Peter told the Diary since new
management took over the pub in
November 2012 they had had the idea
of having an outdoor space.
“We started the job, and with
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Lucky first patrons waiting to get back to the Grand

COVID-19 restrictions coming into
place, and with what we could open
down the track, we thought let us pull
the trigger and get it all ready for when
we can open, because outside dining is
obviously going to be around for a while.
“We are pretty happy with what
the outcome is, although we are not
finished,” he said.
He said they were working until 2am
every night in the week leading up to
the reopening to get the venue ready.
Helping with the reopening was local
Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith
who, as luck would have it, has an RSA
qualification, so was able to pull the
first beer.
“Good to see the pub back, it is a
focal point for the community, and the
hospitality sector has been hit really,
really hard by the lockdowns.
“I think people are really keen to get
out and back to seeing their friends
and family and having a few drinks and
socialising again, and if you are going
to socialise in Warrandyte, there is no
better place than the Grand Hotel,” Mr
Smith told the Diary.
Peter is grateful for all the support he
has received from the community since
the pub closed its doors back in March.
“It has been wonderful; we have had
a lot of messages of support.
“We did takeaway at the start, which
was great, it was just great to see some
faces, people need a pub, it is pretty
important for people’s mental health
— we saw a lot of people just come in
for a chat, which is nice and people
need that.
“As publicans we are a sounding board
for a lot of people in so many ways; we
reached out to a lot of our customers
who perhaps needed us, just checking
on them making sure they were doing
Ok.
“Of course the local support on social
media has been fantastic, we were

getting messages here and there, just
random, ‘thinking of you guys’, and that
just melts us you know, makes us feel
wanted, needed and loved.
“Just as much as we love our
community, it is nice that people love
us,” he said.
Peter also reiterated the important
role that the social environment the pub
generates contributes to mental health.
“Getting staff back in to work has been
very important for us.
“Mental health is a very important
thing, and I know it is used a lot at the
moment, but we have seen some people
suffer, not just staff, but customers as
well.
“Just to get the pub back for people
to get the opportunity to come back to
normal — well semi-normal — and get
back some social skills, which people
have sorely missed.”
The Diary spoke with some of the
first customers through the doors who
were all very eager to be back at their
favourite local.
“We are super excited.”
“We have the first session and are back
again on Tuesday as well.”
“Beautiful, can’t wait to get in there
and get back on the beers.”
“Beer out of a glass, I can’t wait.”
Peter said booking for an outing to the
pub was simple.
“You can book on our website, there is
an easy to follow link on there.
“Also on Facebook and Instagram
there is a link there as well, and it will
bring up the slots that are available.
“Click on the link and put your
booking in with a maximum booking
size of 10.”
www.grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au
As of midnight Sunday, November 8,
the State Government increased the
dining caps to 40 people indoors and
70 people outdoors.

Ryan Smith MP pulls the first beer after lockdown

A message from distant lands
Your say
Hello Warrandyte,
As we are about to move into another
lockdown, long overdue, I just
wanted to send you greetings and
best wishes from Steeple Langford,
Wiltshire, UK.
Huge congratulations on your
resilience in the face of the
pandemic, you fought it and you are
winning.
It continues to be a battle that every
community must face and fight in
unity and hope.
No one can predict what the next

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT

0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

few months will hold for the whole
world, in many ways we are the lucky
ones, with health services that serve
our populations well and have coped
with what’s been thrown at them.
It is hard when you don’t know when
you will be able to spend quality time
with family and friends, a muchanticipated family reunion had to be
cancelled for us.
I am sure though, that we will get
through this, and we look forward to
visiting that very special place that is
Warrandyte.
Until that time take care, stay safe
and be kind to one another.
Mary Middleton
Whiltshire, UK
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Getting back to normal
JAMES POYNER
WA R R A N DY T E a n d o t h e r
communities in the leafier suburbs
of Melbourne had to adjust quickly
to the sudden and persistent influx of
visitors as Melbourne moved, relatively
quickly, out of strict lockdown and into
the freedom of being anywhere, for
any length of time — within metroMelbourne and within 25 kilometres
of your usual place of residence.
The appeal of Warrandyte, with
its great eateries and cafes, the
picturesque river and bush walks,
was too hard to resist for residents of
the concrete jungle that is the inner
suburbs, with thousands flocking to
our tranquil town for Thank You Day
on October 23.
And who can blame them, being
confined to a five-kilometre radius
has been an absolute pleasure within
the environs of Warrandyte State Park.
With the weather warming up and
social gatherings confined to public
spaces only, Melburnians are using
every opportunity to explore and enjoy
the bushier areas of their 25km radius.
While the Diary received complaints
about the numbers of people in town
over the past few weekends, the boost
in visitors is a boon for local cafes,
restaurants, art galleries and shops
who are finally able to reopen now
that the second wave has been beaten.
Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith
was in town for the reopening of the
pub and said the 25km radius was a
positive for Warrandyte.
“You only have to look around and

people are wearing their masks and
people are doing the right thing and
I think everyone wants to get through
it — I don’t think it is a problem.
“I think the retailers here and the
hospitality owners are thrilled to see
people through their doors,” he said.
Not over yet
With the sudden surge in visitor
numbers, a partial return to café
culture, and the trend of consecutive
days without new daily active cases
in Victoria starting, it can feel like
Coronavirus was just a bad dream,
but we are still operating under
restrictions, under the Stay Safe
Directions (Melbourne) (No. 2).
Under these Directions and under
Step 3 of reopening, the four reasons
to leave home no longer apply within
metro Melbourne or your 25km
boundary.
Ho w e v e r, i n t e r m s o f s o c i a l
gatherings:
• Masks are still mandatory, with few
exceptions.
• Social groups are limited to 10
people — from any household, but
only in a public space.
• Private gatherings in your home
or on your property are permitted
under very strict guidelines.
• Note the directions state that “your
home” is anything within your
boundary, inside or out.
• Two people from different
households can visit another home
to attend a private social gathering
— once per day, although they can

come at different times.
• The only people in that home can
be the visitor(s) and the usual
residents, and that household
and the household of the visiting
person cannot attend any other
private social gatherings that day.
• weddings, funerals and religious
gatherings can have increased
numbers
• Some sport is able to resume
• Some outdoor entertainment can
resume
More opening up on the horizon
With the hard border between
Melbourne and Regional Victoria
taken down and Victorians are now
free to move about the state, we are
also saw “double doughnut day” reach
double figures on November 9.
With mainstream press now turning
their attention to how much longer
masks will be mandatory in Victoria,
it feels like we may have beaten the
second wave.
But, authorities stated at the
November 8 Press Briefing that they
still cannot be sure all the virus is gone,
so masks will continue to play a part
in our lives for the foreseeable future.
There is even more good news for
hospitality in the coming weeks,
on November 22, Victoria will see
further easings, especially in private
gatherings and hospitality.
The WD Bulletin and December
Warrandyte Diary will continue to
monitor Victoria’s journey towards
COVID Normal.

By JAMES POYNER
RESULTS FOR the Manningham and
Nillumbik Local Elections are in.
With the pandemic forcing a 100
per cent postal election and concerns
that Australia Post may not be able to
process the volume of ballot packs, the
Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC)
ran a campaign encouraging voters to
return their completed ballots as soon
as possible.
Electoral Commissioner, Warwick
Gately, said voters responded to the
call and it is expected the turnout for
the 2020 local elections will exceed the
voter response to the 2016 elections.
“I am impressed by the rate of ballot
returns compared with the same time
in 2016.
“We are tracking above where we
expected to be and are appreciative of
the public’s response,” he said.
In 2016 an average of 72 per cent of
people participated in the elections.
Mr Gately says the ballot return rate
is expected to exceed the 75 per cent
anticipated average return for this
year’s elections.
“Our reminders have generated large

call volumes and we’ve increased call
centre staff in response,” he said.
In line with state government policy
many local councils have moved to
single councillor wards.
This election saw 298 separate
elections held across Victoria and
2,187 candidates nominated.
In Nillumbik, 79 candidates were
campaigning for one of nine ward
seats whereas Manningham’s nine
ward seats were being contested by
41 candidates.
With both Mannigham and Nillumbik
now each representing as nine wards
each with one councillor representing,
the results are as follows:
Ni l l u m b i k : B l u e L a k e Wa rd ,
C o u n c i l l o r R i c h a rd St o c km a n ;
Bunjil Ward, Councillor Karen Egan;
Edendale Ward, Councillor Natalie
Duffy; Ellis Ward, Councillor Peter
Perkins; Sugarloaf Ward, Councillor
Ben Ramcharan; Swipers Gully Ward,
Councillor Frances Eyre; Wingrove
Ward, Councillor Geoff Paine,
Manning ham : B o l i n Wa rd ,
Councillor Geoff Gough; Currawong
Ward, Councillor Andrew Conlon;

Manna Ward, Councillor Tomas
Lightbody; Tullamore Ward, Councillor
Deirdre Diamante; Waldau Ward,
Councillor Anna Chen; Ruffey Ward,
Councillor Stephen Mayne; Schramm
Ward, Councillor Laura Mayne;
Westerfolds Ward, Councillor Michelle
Kleinert; Yarra Ward, Councillor Carli
Lange.

Local Elections declared

Reducing
bushfire risk
together
opinion
By SONJA TERPSTRA
I RE AD WITH INTEREST the
opinion piece by Ryan Smith in last
month’s edition of the Warrandyte
Diary.
It is important for me to highlight
to local residents in the Warrandyte
area the important work that the
Victorian Government is doing
and continues to do in ensuring
that communities that are subject
to bush fire risk are safe and as
prepared as possible.
It’s important that residents
have a clear understanding of the
challenges and complexities in this
area and understand how they are
being addressed.
Managing Bush Fire risk is a
shared responsibility.
The Victorian Government works
closely with local government,
partner agencies and private
landowners to reduce bushfire risk
in Warrandyte.
As much of the risk profile
is situated on private land this
requires a collective effort to
address.
In the Warrandyte area, 66
hectares of fuel break and roadside
slashing is conducted annually
and 10 planned burns have been
undertaken in the last five years.
In terms of analysing bushfire
risk, the Warrandyte electorate
comprises 86 per cent private
land, the remaining 13.4 per cent is
public land (1202ha) with the total
footprint being 8999ha.
Specifically, in the Warrandyte
State Park there has been 64
hectares of treatment delivered,
including 33.4km of fuel break
work and 24.4km of broad acre
slashing.
Due to the linear nature of a lot
of the crown land along the river
in Warrandyte, fuel reduction
burning isn’t the most effective
treatment, particularly in the
riparian vegetation along the river.
Therefore, the vast majority
of fuel management undertaken is
by mechanical fuel treatment, with
167 hectares of public land subject
to an annual slashing program.
This is a combination of roadside
slashing to maintain safe access
and egress, fuel break maintenance
and broad area slashing.
This 167 ha represents 13
per cent of public land in the
Warrandyte electorate that is
subject to fuel treatment each year.
Bushfire Management Strategy
A new Bushfire Management
Strategy has been developed over
the past two years and is due to
be released by the end of October
2020.
The new Strategy was developed
with direct input from a Stakeholder
Advisory Group which included
staff from Local Councils and a
local community representative
from Warrandyte.
The new strategy will take a
broader view of risk beyond just
public land and identify areas of
high risk across both public and
private land.
In these high-risk areas,
fire agencies can work with
landowners to reduce risk across
the landscape.
Risk modelling from the new

strategy is already being drawn
on by Forest Fire Management
Victoria (FFMVic), the CFA and
local government to inform fuel
reduction activities, engagement
and education.
Once the strategy is released,
FFMVic will run engagement
sessions with CFA and council
to communicate the strategy and
what it means to the broader
community.
D u e t o c u r re n t C OV I D - 1 9
restrictions these are likely to
run as online forums, in the first
instance, to target both high risk
communities and the broader
communit y of the Greater
Melbourne Area.
Fuel management
Fuel reduct ion act ivit ies
in and around Warrandyte in
the last five years reflect the
overall risk reduction strategy
being implemented on public
land to reduce bushfire risk
to Warrandyte and surrounding
communities.
Mechanical treatment is the
primary fuel reduction activity in
this environment and burning is a
complementary treatment that is
applied in targeted locations.
Whilst private land is not in
DELWP/FFMVic’s remit for fuel
reduction, however FFMVic do
support CFA to undertake fuel
management on private property.
The government initiative Safer
Together has provided a great
(funded) initiative to work with
communities.
Community Fire Safety
Fuel management is
complemented by our approach
to bushfire suppression.
FFMVic has strong connections
with CFA and FRV to ensure rapid
first attack and suppression of fires
in and around Warrandyte should
they occur.
This integrated response applies
to fires on both public and private
land.
There will be seven Project Fire
Fighters based at the Parks Victoria
depot in Warrandyte this summer,
in additional to permanent field
staff, to undertake fire management
and respond to fires.
FFMVic has strong links to
the Warrandyte community and
regularly participates in community
fire awareness events alongside
CFA and local government.
We h ave w o r ke d w i t h t h e
community to develop strategic
bushfire management planning
frameworks that:
• Identify values to be protected
from bushfire
• assesses bushfire risk to those
values, and
• set out strategies to manage
this risk.
If you would like more
information about planned
burns in your area, our joint
fuel management program or
how we manage our bushfire
risk, visit:
www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfirefuel-and-risk-management/
planned-burning-in-Victoria
To see what the Victorian
Auditor General’s audit of our
program found, visit:
www.audit.vic.gov.au/report/
reducing-bushfire-risks
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Artists and art lovers rejoice
By SANDI MILLER
CONFINED TO their studios since
March, local artists have not been idle.
Artists have spent their time wisely
and creatively, producing a myriad of
new works that they are now able to
present to the public.
Many galleries are reopening and,
while many home-based studios
remain closed, there are several
studios opening to the public.
Ona Henderson and Syd Tunn have
kept with the Nillumbik Artists Open
Studios tradition and are holding an
“Open Studio by appointment”.
Ona told the Diary that, as they are
classed as private retail, their Creek
House Studios is able to operate under
COVID-19 guidelines.
“We are already having visitors in our
afternoons and making times up until
Christmas,” she said.
This will mark Syd and Ona’s 37th
year holding an Open Studio.
Their original open studio concept,
first held in 1983, grew into what
became the Nillumbik Artists Open
Studios program, which they hope will
return next year.
Syd and Ona’s Creek House Studios,
at the Corner of Henley and Oxley
Roads, Bend Of Islands, is a cornucopia
of artistic delights.
The couple produce a range of
paintings drawings prints and art
cards, using a range of media.
Bookings can be made by phoning
9712 0393 after 10am.
While it would normally be time

for the rest of Nillumbik Artists Open
Studios to open their doors, the home
based artists have decided to create a
gallery exhibition, as well as show their
works on an online gallery site.
Program coordinator Annette Nobes
said the committee decided “having
thousands of people visiting dozens
of studios across Nillumbik was not
responsible”.
So they have cancelled this year’s
event.
You can visit their expanded
website to visit a virtual shop plus
up-to-date information on studio
happenings, events and opening times
at artistsopenstudios.com.au
Nillumbik Artists at Gallery 7 six 5
Nillumbik Artists have combined for
a rolling exhibition at Gallery 7 six 5.
Located at 765d Eltham-Yarra
Glen Road, Watsons Creek, the new
gallery run by artists Lisa Ferrari and
Benny Archer opened its doors just as
Coronavirus hit.
“We opened on June 6 and were
open for five weeks before the Stage
4 Lockdown, which was devastating,”
Benny told the Diary.
However, they are back with a
vengeance and reopened to the public
on October 30 with an exhibition of
Benny’s works.
This has been followed by an
exhibition of the Nillumbik Artists
Open Studio.
Each weekend for six weekends,
starting from November 6, they are

showcasing the works of one of the
Open Studio Zones.
“We set this gallery up to support
local artists, there is such incredible
talent in the Artisan Hills,” Benny said.
The first fortnight November 6—15 is
dedicated to Zone A artists, focussing
on artists from Eltham and Research,
this includes potter Mary-Lou Pittard,
painter Claire Dunstan, glass artist
Jacquie Hacansson and horticultural
potter Jack Latti.
November 20—29 will feature Zone B,
centred on artists from Christmas Hills,
St Andrews and Kangaroo Ground,
including sculptor Tim Read, artists
Syd and Ona, Nerina Lascelles, and
Robyn Koiker, and the printmakers
from Baldessen Press.
December 4—13 will feature Zone C
artists from the Hurstbridge area such
as metal sculptor Mel Rayski-Mati,
artist Harry Z Hughes and artists from
the Dunmoochin foundation.
Benny’s studio sits within the gallery
space, so you can watch the artist at
work as you browse the collections.
With the Dark Horse Café next door,
it makes the perfect destination to
explore your extended bubble and
support local art.
Art on Yarra Street
Warrandyte township is also seeing
a resumption of artistic spaces as well
as a new pottery space.
Stonehouse Gallery reopened its
doors to the public in late October.
Jenny Johns told the Diary they leapt

into action as soon as the Premier
announced the changes to opening
dates.
“We opened last Tuesday [27
October] with all the new rules and
regulations in place to keep our visitors
and members safe,” Jenny said.
She said during the second closure
their team worked hard behind the
scenes keeping up with all the general
requirements so that they would be
ready to open.
“Members and our many talented
consignment artists have been making
good use of the time out and have
created many new and exciting works
for the gallery.
“With Christmas in a few weeks we
are hoping that all our visitors will find
a special hand-crafted gift for friends
and family,” Jenny said.
The Stonehouse Gallery is open six
days from 10:30am to 5pm, closed
Mondays.
A new pop up pottery market is
opening each weekend of November
and December below the Sassafras
Sweet Shop, in the space formerly
occupied by Ratty and Moles.
Jane Annois said the pop-up gallery
is a forerunner for a permanent gallery
and pottery school which is planned to
open in 2021.
Jane said she is also participating
this month in the Australian Ceramics
Open Studio program, an annual
nationwide event that celebrates clay,
community and creativity.
Hosted by The Australian Ceramics

Association, made up of over 100
ceramics studios, potters open their
doors to offer insight, practical
demonstrations and the chance to
take home a handmade piece.
Jane’s pottery studio will be open at
109 Kangaroo Ground Road from 10am
– 5pm on November 20 – 21.
Great expectations
Looking to the future, there is a
plethora of art coming our way,
assuming we keep COVID-19 at bay.
February is looking like a busy
time on the art scene with a major
photography exhibition (see Page 19)
as well as the Mechanics Institute Arts
Association hosting an Arts Expo.
“Since March, the hall has been
‘silent’ and so we thought an Arts Expo
would help Warrandyte celebrate the
lifting of lockdown restrictions and
a return to something approaching
normal life,” said WMIAA Vice Chair,
Ian Craig.
They are planning to host a weekend
of artistic activities, promoting local
artists, groups, and bands.
The event will include concerts,
visual arts and pottery workshops,
a community choir event, and the
popular Repair Cafe workshop.
“The emphasis will be on the
promotion of Warrandyte Arts and
‘getting involved’ in the free activities.”
Ian said subject to Government
restrictions, they are aiming to run the
Expo on February 19–21.

6 Warrandyte Diary

NOVEMBER 2020

Helipad plans abandoned
By DAVID HOGG
NEIGHBOURS and Green Wedge
groups were outraged when a planning
application for a helipad on a 20-acre
property at 60 Bourchiers Road in
Kangaroo Ground was advertised by
Nillumbik Council in mid September.
The application was for the use and
development of the land for a helicopter
landing site and buildings and works to
construct a shed.
According to the Sugarloaf Ward
Action Group (SWAG), if approved, the
works would have involved bringing in
about 2,500 cubic metres of clean fill
and construction of a large helipad and
hangar occupying a third of an acre.
Use of the helicopter was anticipated
to be limited to a maximum of eight
movements per month, with no more
than four in any day, with flights limited
to work activities and some domestic
travel.
The owners of the property are Adrian
and Shannon Moyle.
Adrian is a project manager at BTB
Australia, a civil engineering and
drilling company based in Healesville.
However, in mid-October, following
protests to council by members of
Warrandyte Community Association,

Your say
Dear Diary,
We are very disturbed to have
received news via the Sugarloaf
Ward Action Group (Neighbourhood
Information Leaflet) letter-box drop
about a proposal for a helipad in the
local vicinity of our property.
We have written to council as
residents are being encouraged to
register their objections.
I and my partner wish to formally
register our strongest disapproval and
shock upon receiving information
with regards to the proposal for this
Helipad.

SWAG and other local residents, the
application was amended to remove
the helipad and to leave it as just an
application for a shed.
The Diary contacted Nillumbik
Council to ask if this shed was in fact
still the hangar for a helicopter, or
whether its purpose had been changed
or revised plans submitted.
As we go to press we are advised that
revised plans have not yet been lodged,
and council has written to the applicants
requesting further information.

One objector was concerned that
Nillumbik Council, who had advertised
the application, had not notified the
near neighbours immediately across
the river in the City of Manningham.
The nearest property across the river is
the Warrandyte State Park managed by
Parks Victoria; objectors were worried
about possible disturbance to wildlife
in and around the park and the Yarra
River, amongst other things.
The Diary approached the owners for
comment, and Shannon Moyle advised
us that the helipad proposal was never
intended to be for frequent or business
use, but instead was intended to be a
community asset for the area to be used
for medical and emergency purposes.
She advised that the helipad part of
that proposal is now completely off the
agenda, and the proposed shed will now
be used for housing farm equipment
and construction machinery.
Bourchiers Road is one of just a few
points where the Yarra River can be
accessed by Nillumbik residents.
Along with the neighbouring Blue
Tongue Bend, it is much loved by
canoeists, hikers, horse riders and
naturalists for its untamed tranquillity,
inspiring landscapes and unspoiled
riverside setting.

Neither one of us made the conscious
decision to sell-up and leave inner
city Melbourne and move to the quiet
seclusion and natural environment
of North Warrandyte to be disturbed
in any means by an individual’s
helicopter usage in any capacity.
We have spent the five plus years that
we have called this area our home,
renovating our house, re-establishing
gardens, encouraging the birds and
animals in order to preserve the
beauty, serenity and spectacle of the
Australian native environment.
At this time, why should one
resident’s requirement for a helicopter
be allowed to disturb our peace,
endanger birds (especially the
beautiful wedge-tailed eagles that
we see on occasions in this Valley)

scare animals (we host kangaroos, a
wallaby, local echidnas, blue-tongue
lizards and others) and create general
annoyance?
We are not so interested in the
reasons why the applicant desires
this item, but we are concerned for
our fellow neighbours who will be,
like ourselves, constantly annoyed
each time this apparatus is used and
the resultant noise and disturbance
imposed upon us.
We trust that sensibility will result in
a justifiable denial of this application
and that we can count on the
continued support of our right to
undisturbed peace and tranquillity.
Bryn Robert Holton and
Anthony Robert Wittick,
Kangaroo Ground

CFA resumes
face-to-face training
By JAIME NOYE
WARRANDYTE CFA has resumed
face-to-face training after a lengthy
period of online development
sessions.
Ess entia l tra i n i ng f o r the
upcoming summer season
includes Breathing Apparatus
and Wildfire Skills Maintenance
training.
The volunteers have participated
in the training conducted over four
days each week, in order to meet
smaller COVID Safe training size
requirements.

Wa r r a n d y t e C FA B r i g a d e
Captain, Adr ian Mullens
commended his team’s efforts in
difficult circumstances.
“We have missed the personal
interaction from our training this
year.
“The team have done a great job
managing weekly online training
during the pandemic, but nothing
beats the comradery of the team
interacting down at the brigade”
he said.
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You beauty! Beauty industry back in business
By JAMES POYNER and
STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
FOR MANY, one of the most exciting
parts of easing of COVID restrictions
was the reopening of hairdressers.
October 19 saw the first step of
new-found freedoms for Melburnians
who could suddenly travel up to 25
kilometres, exercise without time limit,
play tennis and golf, and get a haircut.
But for salon owner Emma
Cunningham, the parks and
tennis courts will have to wait,
her appointment book is full until
Christmas, and her phone rang off the
hook on Monday, with clients eager for
a cut and a colour.
Since early July, salon doors have
been closed and barber chairs empty.
But with the prospect of a midOctober reopening on the cards, salons
have been booked out in advance.
Emma Cunningham, owner
of Essentially Hair by Emma in
Warrandyte, spoke to Warrandyte
Diary about what it felt like to have her
clients back in the chair.
“Fabulous — I love doing people’s
hair and I have really missed it,” she
said.
Emma said the desire to bring order
to everyone’s iso-mane is mutual.
“Our clients are so excited we have
reopened.
“A good hairdo makes everyone feel
better.
“We are very busy for the next few
weeks and booking up for Christmas
already.
“The phone has rung off the hook for
hours on our first day of trade.
“One client rang 46 times before she
could get through!”
Like many other businesses, the last
few months have been tough with
many finding creative ways to pivot
and stay active.
“As we were unable to trade for nearly
three months we decided to offer take
home colour packs for our loyal clients,
so that they could maintain their own

hair colour at home with confidence
that they would not ruin their hair.
“It proved a very popular option and
provided the salon with some income
while closed.”
The lockdown has been difficult for
Emma, who has owned the salon for
over 23 years and sees her clients more
like friends.
“Socially for me and them it’s been
difficult,” she said.
However, the pause gave her the
time to pursue a lifelong dream and
she has just launched a new range of
professional hair care products.
“I was determined not to waste my
lockdown situation and use the time
wisely.
“So as of next week I’m excited to
be launching my own Essentially hair
salon professional hair care product
range, of which is wholly Australian
made and Australian certified organic,”
she said.
The lockdown has been tough on
many businesses and the prospect of
a third lockdown could spell the end
for many small businesses.
The way forward, as Emma says, is
about finding a way to keep safe and
stay open.
“Firstly I’m so glad this decision is
not mine.
“I personally felt my business was
very well supported financially by both
the State and Federal governments
for which my staff and myself are
so grateful for, as we all have jobs to
return to.
“Should cases rise again I’m not sure
all small businesses would survive
another long lockdown, nor could
the government keep handing out
financial support.
“We all need to learn to operate our
businesses as safely as possible to
minimise risk, and keep people safe
while remaining open.”
Meanwhile, tough restrictions
placed on beauty industries during
the Coronavirus pandemic also have

Queues for the barber at Eastland, Ringwood

had beauty salons forced to close for
much of the year.
Society often attaches a negative
connotation to beauty therapy,
deeming it superficial — but for many,
it is a form of self-care; unfortunately
for those who make us feel the most
beautiful, 2020 has been far from
glamorous.
Owner of Be Lashed by B, Bianca
Papaioannou, tells Warrandyte Diary
how challenging the pandemic has
been on salon owners.
“It has been difficult in many ways,
especially financially.
“I love seeing my clients, chatting to
everyone, and creating beautiful sets
of lashes!”
While the easing of restrictions brings
tremendous news for lash addicts
and almond-shaped nail enthusiasts,
there are still a range of treatments
Melburnians will patiently have to wait
to receive.
Salons had to wait until October 27 to
reopen and precluded any treatments
that could not be done while wearing
a facemask, such as facials.
“You can have any body-treatment
done, as long as you don’t take your
mask off — anything that involves

skin on your face will be affected,”
said April.
Skin based salon owners face an
additional burden of loss of income
due to the array of procedures that
cannot be performed due to the mask
mandate; including electrolysis, facials
and facial waxing.
However, April and other salon
owners are advocating for highly
skilled professionals with appropriate
training and safety accreditations to
perform these treatments.
Facial treatments are more than
a luxury, for many sufferers of skin
conditions such as rosacea and severe
acne, these treatments are pivotal for
managing these stubborn concerns.
“Those people are left hanging; they
have nobody to treat them,” she said.
Salons have ramped up safety
measures for their long-awaited
return — from disposable table
covers, the elimination of waiting
rooms, and a seventeen-step hourly
cleaning regimen, so beauty devotees
can be assured they will be in safe
hands, Bianca explained some of
the additional measures she has to
instigate to remain COVID Safe.
“Before and after each client I

Photo: SANDI MILLER
allocate time to do a COVID clean, as
per government regulations; I conduct
a COVID screening questionnaire, and
take temperatures before clients enter
the room to ensure they aren’t febrile,”
she said.
The beauty industry, like every other
industry in Victoria, is taking these
measures very seriously and April tells
us: “Most good clinics would’ve done
three to four different types of COVID
training”.
Beauticians are breathing a huge sigh
of relief as beauty lovers start booking
their next pamper day.
2020 has been a disruptive and
emotionally taxing year for many,
and the last few months have been
particularly tough on Melburnians.
Many are trying to find that thing
which grounds them, makes them feel
happy, Bianca is proud of the role the
beauty industry plays in this.
“It has been a very long time coming,
finally we are seeing some light at the
end of the tunnel.
“I do hope it stays this way and beauty
can resume for good.
“It is an extremely important industry
as it helps individuals feel beautiful,
happy and confident!”

Manningham Emergency Aware Forum
Tuesday 17 November, 7.30pm to 9.00pm
via online webinar
You’re invited to attend an online forum with Manningham Council,
Country Fire Authority, Fire Rescue Victoria, Forest Fire Management Victoria,
State Emergency Service and Victoria Police.
Find out about Council’s role in an emergency and how we can all prepare
for the impact of fires, storms, floods, extreme heat and other emergencies.
To register please visit
manningham.vic.gov.au/emergency-aware-online-forum
This is your opportunity to ask questions on emergency management topics.
You can email your questions prior to the event at
emergencyaware@manningham.vic.gov.au
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Bus lane fast tracked

By SANDI MILLER

MELBOURNE’S first dedicated busway will
be constructed as part of North East Link.
Planning is now under way for the Bulleen
Park and Ride, which is being fast tracked by
four years to open by late 2022.
The design for the premium transport hub,
to be located to the east of Thompsons Road,
has been released for public comment.
It includes;
• multi-level parking for 370 cars
• a 5,000 square metre green roof for a
community park
• dedicated quick drop off and pick up
bays
• bike storage, myki and other facilities
A statement from North East Link Project
(NELP) said building Bulleen Park and Ride
sooner will help minimise disruptions on
bus passengers and drivers and deliver the
better access people asked for during the
Environment Effects Statement process.
Doncaster Park and Ride will also be
upgraded, doubling the number of parking
spaces and giving more people access to the
dedicated busway.
Manningham Council CEO, Andrew Day
welcomed the Victorian Government’s
announcement.
“Council has been advocating for years
for improved bus services and transport
facilities in Manningham, so this new Park
and Ride facility is a welcome addition.
“We hope the new Bulleen Park and Ride
facility will support an increase in public
transport use by providing a state-of-the-art
facility with all the modern amenities for
commuters, including high quality bicycle
parking.”
Mr Day said he also welcomed the

potential of the new and improved public
space as part of this facility.
He said it will provide a unique park in
the region that integrates well with the new
Park and Ride facility and achieves positive
urban design outcomes for the community.
“Manningham is the only municipality in
metropolitan Melbourne that does not have
a tram or rail line.
“The Doncaster Area Rapid Transit bus
system is already at full capacity and
straining under growing demand for more
services,” Mr Day said.
He said the reliability and frequency of
bus services from Manningham to the CBD
is impacted by traffic congestion on local
roads and the freeway network.
“The new Park and Ride facility at Bulleen
will offer bus commuters the opportunity to
park their car locally and avoid congesting
the inner road network with more traffic.
“We will work closely with North East
Link Project to mitigate any impacts to
surrounding residents and ensure they are
kept up to date on the progress of this new
facility.
“We look forward to working with the
Victorian Government to deliver this world
class Park and Ride facility.”
An Urban Design and Landscape Plan for
Bulleen Park and Ride is now on exhibition
for public comment until 5pm Monday,
December 7, 2020.
You can have your say on the design for
the Bulleen Park and Ride by making a
submission.
To find out more, including how to sign
up for online information sessions, visit
the Engage Victoria website.
engage.vic.gov.au/north-east-link/
bulleenparkandride

Artist impression courtesy NELP

Living
& Learning
Nillumbik

– where people share,
learn and connect
At this time, all three of our sites
remain closed, with staff working
from home. Our reopening will be
a staged approach and schedules
will be subject to change – we
thank you for your understanding
and support. Please refer to our
website for further updates and
to view a variety of online classes
currently on offer.
We are accepting enrolments
for CHC33015 – Certificate III in
Individual Support (Ageing, Home
and Community) and are also
taking enquiries for CHC30113
Certificate III in Early Childhood
Education and Care as well as
CHC50113 Diploma of Early
Childhood Education and Care.
Both these courses will commence
online in the near future, with a
possibility of traineeships being
offered. Wishing you all the best stay safe, stay home!

livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au
info.livinglearning@
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Sinkhole traffic chaos
By DAVID HOGG
A BURST water main on ResearchWarrandyte Road caused traffic
chaos and road rage on Friday,
November 6.
Water leakage had been evident
for many days before between
Danita Drive and Stony Creek Road
and became what was described as
a sinkhole in the road.
Early on Friday morning Yarra
Valley Water started to repair
the damage and engaged traffic
management subcontractors
Miepol to close the road.
Although the excavation works
were restricted to the Warrandytebound lane with a further
excavation in the dirt at the side
of the Research-bound lane, a
decision was made to close the road
completely to traffic.
To say this was badly managed
would be an understatement; social
media went viral.
Traffic controllers unfamiliar to
the area placed a barricade across
the road at the junction of Danita
Drive, and a further barricade
about 50 metres towards Stony
Creek Road, with signs at these
points indicating Road Closed and
an arrow for traffic to turn around.
Perhaps possible for small vehicles
but impossible for large ones.
There was little or no warning
of this closure in advance of the
barriers other than the usual Road
Work and 40 signs.
Another traffic controller
at Weerona Way was waving
Warrandyte-bound traffic vaguely
into The Boulevard, a singletrack dirt road where they came
across oncoming traffic and much
congestion.
Melanie Harvey posted that when
she complained “one of the traffic
management individuals told me
he had no problem driving down
The Boulevard in his truck.”

Contacting us
Please note that the Council
offices in Civic Drive,
Greensborough, are closed.
Face-to-face interactions are not
possible at this time, however our
customer service team remains hard at
work, and can be reached on 9433 3111
8.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday. Many
common tasks can also be completed
via our website.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Council services
and facilities
Due to restrictions, services
and facilities are impacted.
Please continue to check our website
for the most up-to-date information
about facilities re-opening and
services recommencing.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/covid-19

Have your say
Give your feedback on the new Climate
Action Plan – driving Council’s ongoing
commitment to act on climate change,
and the draft Community Engagement
Policy – shaping the way Council interacts
and engages with the community.
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Debbie McLean posted: “They are
still using the Boulevard; absolutely
ridiculous”.
Some drivers who had been
directed into The Boulevard found
no further signage so mistakenly
e nt e re d Va l i a s St re e t w h i c h
eventually brought them back still
on the wrong side of the closure.
Others wandered into Danita
Drive, only to find it led nowhere!
Research-bound traffic was not
stopped at Stony Creek Road or
The Boulevard but was allowed to
continue to the barricade where
they were told to turn around, with
little room to do so.
Kelly Woodgate posted: “They
keep changing the detour from
the Boulevard to Stony Creek; it’s a
shamozzle!
“I live on The Boulevard and got
through fine this afternoon but in
my return I was refused access to
The Boulevard and was forced to
detour through Kangaroo Ground
to get home”.
Abegail Kusters wrote: “So crazy,

I live in Stony Creek Road and they
don’t want to let me in”.
The Diary took a walk to the scene
in the early afternoon and observed
that occasionally the controllers
would remove the barriers for a
few moments and let some traffic
through before closing it again.
When we questioned this, we were
advised that “We open it to let large
vehicles such as trucks and buses
through if they can’t turn around,
or if we get badly abused.”
At that time the Yarra Valley Water
workers advised that the job would
take “another couple of hours”.
By 4pm, the controllers had finally
opened one lane and were allowing
traffic through with Stop/Go boards;
perhaps the way it should have been
handled in the first place.
The job was finally completed
around 10pm and the road fully
opened.
We asked Yarra Valley Water
for comment, and they had not
responded by the time this edition
went to press.

COVID-19 community
support

Spring outdoors
(and indoors!)

Visit the Nillumbik
website for resources and
information to help
us continue looking after
ourselves and each other
during COVID-19.

Enjoy our annual program
of environmental events,
bringing nature to you!

Including disability services
information, supporting older
Australians, job opportunities and
mental health resources.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
covid-19-community

Communities First
A new program to assist rural
Nillumbik better prepare for
bushfires.
Communities First is about strengthening
community engagement, local connections,
knowledge and resource sharing.
We acknowledge and value the fire
preparedness work that is being led by
communities and agencies, and we wish
to explore what else we can do together
Join us in conversations, Q&A sessions,
workshops, webinars and focus groups
in November and December.
For dates and details visit
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/communities-first.

Connect and protect our natural
environment and biodiversity with
a range of online webinars, tutorials,
activities and more. Spring Outdoors will
get you out of the house and enjoying the
warmer weather while learning about
our beautiful natural surroundings.
Find a calendar of events online at
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/spring-outdoors.

Nillumbik Prize for
Contemporary Art 2021
Expressions of interest are
now open for this acquisitive
art prize.
Open to new and emerging artists across
Australia. Artworks responding to the
theme of ‘Return’ can take any form.
Monetary prizes include Open Prize
$20,000, Local Prize $10,000, People’s
Choice Award. The exhibition will be
held at Montsalvat from May to June
2021. Entries close 30 November 2020.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/nillumbikprize
or 9433 3758
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Friends return
to Warrandyte
State Park

By JAMES POYNER
V O LU N T E E R A C T I V I T I E S c a n
recommence in Parks Victor ia
managed parks and reserves following
the easing of restrictions on October
27.
In an email to registered volunteers,
Parks Victoria’s Volunteer Management
Team stated:
“A l l v o l u n t e e r i n g c a n n o w
recommence, provided the activity
is permitted under the latest public
health measures.
Please note that volunteers based
in metropolitan Melbourne may
not cross into Regional Victoria and
regionally based volunteers may not
travel into metropolitan Melbourne,
pending proposed further easing of
restrictions on Monday 9 November
2020.
Face coverings remain mandatory
for all of Victoria.”
The announcement means the
Friends of Warrandyte State Park
(FOWSP) Nursery in the Pound can
once again have members of the public
on-site, in the nursery to choose native
plants for planting at home.
In an email, FOWSP stated: “We
are excited to be able to provide the
opportunity for customers to attend
the nursery and choose their own
plants!
“Please be aware that we have limited
stock and may not have what you need,
but we are happy to take orders for next
Autumn.”
The FOW SP Nurs er y is op e n
Thursday’s and the first Saturday of
every month, 9:30am–12:30pm.
Over the past few months, the
Nursery has been operating a click
and collect style service.
The Nursery will have strict physical
distancing and contact tracing
measures in place:

Photo: AMANDA CALLAWAY
• Please enter the nursery via the
steps from the bottom car park.
• You will be greeted by our
customer information concierge
at the entry, who will collect your
name and a contact number for
tracing purposes if necessary.
• There will be a limit of eight
customers at any one time in the
retail section.
• Be prepared to queue and wait
if there are already eight people
shopping in the Nursery.
• A condition of entry is that a
mandatory fitted mask be worn by
staff and customers.
• Contactless card payments only at
this time, no cash.
• Please maintain a 1.5 metres
distance between other customers
and staff at all times.
• Once you have paid, customers will
exit down the western driveway
and around to the car park to
mitigate congestion at the stair
entry way.
Warrandyte State Park has been a
popular walking and relaxation spot
during lockdown, and with the Nursery
now open again, it is the perfect time to
make some space for a piece of native
Warrandyte in your own gardens.

Spooky spectical
WHETHER you like or dislike
the concept of Halloween, the
2020 edition brought some much
needed joy and familiarity to the
children of Warrandyte.
Unlike other years, trick or
treating was a much quieter affair.
But, with strategically placed
bowls and spooky containers at
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the ends of driveways, those who
ventured out got to collect a small,
sweet treat — which seems like a
nice way to mark the beginning
of our journey to COVID Normal.
The Warrandyte Diary team were
out and about, and took some
spooky snaps of the towns ghosts,
ghouls and superheroes.

Tax benefits flowing from
the Federal Budget
finance
By BRIAN SPURRELL
THIS MONTH’S COLUMN will focus
on the personal income tax changes,
how they will impact on the tax payable
on your taxable income, and when you
can expect to see these tax benefits
flowing into your bank account.
Changes to Tax Rate Ranges
excluding the Medicare Levy
For the years from 1 July 2020 – 2024
there is no change to the tax rates
and no changes to the zero rate range
($0–$18,200) and the 45 per cent range
of $180,000 plus.
The good news lays in the increased
range the 19 per cent rate applies
to, with the top end of this range
increasing from $37,000 to $45,000.
This means there is an additional
$8,000 of taxable income now taxed
at 19 per cent instead of 32.5 percent.
This will deliver up to a maximum
reduction in tax of $1,080 if your
taxable income is $45,000 or $41.54
per fortnight.
There is also further good news for
you if your taxable income falls within
the range of $90,000 to $120,000, as
the 32.5 per cent rate which applied
to the range of $37,001 – $90,000 has
been lifted to apply to the range from
$45,001 – $120,000.
Instead of income falling in the range
between $90,000 and $120,000 being
taxed at 37 per cent it will now be
taxed at 32.5 per cent, thus delivering
a maximum reduction in tax over
the $30,000 range from $90,000 to
$120,000 of $1,350 i.e. (.37-.325) x
30000.
So, if your taxable income is $120,000
the total tax saving will be (1,080 +
1,350) = $2,430 or $93.46 per fortnight.
Changes to the Low Income Tax
Offset (LITO)
The Government also announced
that it will bring forward the changes
that were proposed for the LITO from
1 July 2022, to now apply from 1 July
2020, these changes mean:
• The maximum LITO will be
increased from $445 to $700.
• The increased (maximum) LITO
will be reduced at a rate of five
cents per dollar for taxable
incomes between $37,500 and
$45,000.

• The LITO will be reduced at a rate
of 1.5 cents per dollar for taxable
incomes between $45,000 and
$66,667.
These changes will add an additional
tax saving of $255 for a taxpayer
on $37,500, however, will make no
difference at a taxable income of
$45,000 where the LITO amount is
unchanged at $325 — as the higher
maximum amount of $700 is offset by
the higher excess reduction rate of five
cents per dollar, compared with the
previous lower reduction rate of 1.5
cents per dollar.
For taxable incomes between $45,000
and $66,666, the decline from $325 to
nil has not changed.
The Low And Middle Income Tax
Offset (LAMITO)
The Government also announced
that the current (LAMITO) would
continue to apply for the 2021 income
year which is available in addition to
the LITO for eligible taxpayers.
The LAMITO is applied to taxable
income as follows:
• Between $0 and $37,000 the offset
is $255.
• Between $37,001 and $48,000 the
offset is $255 plus 7.5 per cent of
the amount of taxable income
exceeding $37,000.
• Between $48,001 and $90,000 the
offset is fixed at $1,080
• Between $90,001 and $126,000 the
offset is $1,080 less three per cent
of the amount of taxable income
that exceeds $90,000.
When can I receive the benefits
from these tax savings?
The personal tax benefits explained
above were unveiled by the Treasurer
Josh Fr ydenberg in his budget
delivered on 6 October and were
quickly passed by Parliament three
days later.
Despite the tax cuts being backdated
to 1 July this year, the Tax Office has
confirmed that it will not adjust tax
withholding schedules to account
for any over-withheld amounts that
individuals may have accrued since
the start of the financial year.
Instead any over taxed amounts will
be reflected in your tax assessment
when your 2021 income tax return is
assessed.
So much for stimulating the economy
with your tax cuts.
Your employer will need to make

adjustments in their payroll systems in
order for the tax cuts to be reflected in
your take-home pay, or wait for their
payroll or accounting software to be
updated to accommodate the changes,
which may take some days or weeks
depending on the software provider.
Yo u c a n t h e r e f o r e e x p e c t
approximately one quarter to one
third of your benefit to be accrued or
delayed until after June 2021.
For those of you who are nonsalary and wage earners you can
immediately take advantage of the tax
cuts by varying down your September
quarter PAYG tax instalment in your
September quarter BAS.
Finally, you have a choice to make.
With the extra funds in hand from
the tax savings are you going to spend
it all on celebrating the lifting of Stage
4 restrictions, or be sensible and pay
out your credit cards or increase the
repayments on the mortgage on your
home?
The content of this article is not
intended to be relied upon as
professional advice but reflects
my interest and experience in
assisting individuals, couples
and organisations in planning
their future and my academic
background in lecturing in this
area at Swinburne University.
Brian Spurrell B. Com, B A, Dip.
Ed., (Melb. Uni.) FCPA, CTA, Reg.
Tax Agent.
Director, Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
Mobile: 0412 011 946
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.
Web: www.ptasaccountants.com.au
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Join in Australia’s biggest frog count
By SANDI MILLER
CITIZEN SCIENTISTS are being called
upon again to help research Australia’s
biodiversity.
Across the nation we have counted
birds, spotted platypus, and now it
is time to help find out how frogs are
bouncing back from drought and fires.
The Australian Museum’s FrogID
Week is back for 2020, and Australians
are asked to become involved to help
understand the impact of summer
bushfires and drought on our fragile
frog population, from November 6–15.
Now in its third year, FrogID is
designed to collect audio recordings
of frog calls across the nation — at a
moment in time — to monitor frog
populations and help save Australia’s
threatened frog species.
So far, FrogID has identified more
than 240,000 frog calls and identified
199 of the known 241 Australian frog
species.
During FrogID Week last year,
Australians recorded more than 5,400
frogs from 71 species.
FrogID Week aims to build on the
critical data gathered over the past
two years.
This is a crucial year for FrogID Week,
as the data collected will help scientists
determine the impact of climate
change, drought, and bushfires on the
frog population.
Dr Jodi Rowley, Lead Scientist of
FrogID and the Curator of Amphibian
and Reptile Conservation Biology at
the Australian Museum, has been using
FrogID data from bushfire ravaged
areas of south eastern Australia to
assess the impact on frogs and their
habitat.
She has been encouraged by these
findings, as well as observations of
frogs in burnt habitats.
“I was expecting the bushfires to
have wiped out many frog populations,
so I’ve been stunned by some of the
positive signs I’ve seen recently,” she
said.
“In one bushfire affected rainforest

stream, not too long after the fires, I
was excited to hear the endangered
Southern Barred Frog (Mixophyes
balbus) calling along the stream.
“A few months later, I returned to find
the same stream, still full of ash, full of
their tadpoles.
“ We h a v e s o m u c h m o r e t o
understand about these amazing
animals, but we can only do this with
help from people across Australia.”
Dr Rowley said calls recorded to date
by people all around the country are
helping scientists better understand
how to keep our frogs safe.
“We need the help of people all
around the nation to gather audio of
frogs in city parks, suburban backyards,
regional properties, remote locations
— everywhere.
“This year, the data is absolutely vital
in helping us understand how frogs
adapt to climate change and weather
patterns like drought and the bushfires
we have experienced over the last year.
“Get outside, listen for frogs and send

us their calls — it’s simple to do and
you’ll be helping to save Australia’s
frogs,” she said.
In less than three years, FrogID has
produced more than 30 per cent of all
the frog records in Australia over the
last 240 years — crucial information
which helps scientists learn more
about our frogs in order to protect
them.
FrogID have a free app to help you
share your discoveries, which comes
with a handy field guide to help you
learn about the frogs you find.
So, get out your smart phones,
download the free app, and record
the frog noises you hear, which will be
used to produce a snapshot of our local
frog population.
More information:
frogid.net.au

Snakes alive

By ZEUS
(Canine correspondent)
AS THE DAYS get longer and
hotter, snakes are out and about.
About two years ago, I had an
altercation with one.
I had taken my human for a trot
down by the river.
A good sprint from home, the
leash was unhooked, and I easily
beat him to the front door.
Still bounding with energy — I
spotted it!
Curled up on my door mat, a
pesky snake as long as a broom
handle.
My NZ Huntaway Kelpie mum
had taught me on the farm in
Deniliquin how to deal with these
rascals.
He tried to get away, but my early
training kicked in.
My human arrived, thought the
worst, and whisked me off to the
veterinary place in his ute.
He drove faster than usual.
The lovely nurses molly coddled
over me and even shaved part of
my leg.
They stuck something in it, and
also listened to my chest.
They kept checking on me and
later gave me yummy food and even
took me for walks.
They stayed with me all night.
It was a nice place to stay.
When my owner arrived the next
morning, he had to pay $800.
I didn’t really want to go.
The Boss Nurse told him that “the
snake never bit me”.
I could have told him that!
She added, if it did bite me,
“the medicine would have cost
thousands”.
Now I’m a bit older, and not as
fast, I’ve learnt my lesson.
I stay away from those pesky
rascals.

Drawing by Olga Wahnich
I’ve had a few friends actually die
when they got bitten.
I just ignore the snakes now.
Even well away from the river up
on the high ground, I know they
are around.
They lurk in the longer grass and
the bush.
I’m used to the animals in my
patch.
Wilma the wombat comes every
night through the garden, Larry the
Blue Tongue lives under some big
boulders and the possum family
only come out at night.
A few lone kangaroos have
camped in my backyard from time
to time.
We all just respect each other’s
space.
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Local honoured with Community History Award
By JO FRENCH
CHRISTMAS HILLS resident Sandy
Jeffs OAM joins the list of winners
of the Victorian Community History
Awards.
Presented by Public Record Office
Victoria and the Royal Historical
S ociety of Victor ia, the award
recognises the work of individuals
and organisations that preserve and
share Victoria’s history.
Minister for Government Services,
Danny Pearson announced the
winners in an online presentation on
28 October saying, “It’s so important
to preserve and share the histories
of Victorian people, towns and
communities”.
Sandy Jeffs and collaborator Margaret
Leggatt have won the Oral History
Award presented in collaboration with
Oral History Victoria for their book
Out of the Madhouse: From Asylums
to Caring Community? published in
2019 by Arcadia.
The judges said: “Out of the Madhouse
is an outstanding history, in every
regard.
“The ‘madhouse’ was Larundel
Psychiatric Hospital, a Melbourne
institution from 1953 to 1999.
“Drawing upon 71 interviews with
former inmates, their family and
friends, nurses, doctors, allied health
workers and other staff, Out of the
Madhouse brings to life the shocking
consequences of mental ill-health
and the equally shocking treatments; a
community where inmates and health
workers struggled with ill-understood
conditions; a place of stigma and fear
yet also of asylum and friendship.
“The authors, a former inmate
and writer, and a sociologist and
occupational therapist, weave their
own stories alongside the interview
testimony into a profound social
history of madness and its treatment.
“They conclude that ‘forgetting the
past may be dangerous because old
wrongs are perpetuated and what

was good is lost… the lost history of
Larundel is lost wisdom.’
“This is a book of invaluable wisdom
for our troubled times.”
Sandy said that both her and
Margaret were delighted to have won
the award.
“When I first set out to write this book
in 2011, never in my wildest dreams
did I think it would come to fruition
and then be considered good enough
to win an award,” said Sandy.
“It’s such an honour.
“If I had said to the nurses and
doctors at Larundel all those years ago,
when I was just a psych patient, that I
would write an award-winning book
about the hospital they would have
said I was having delusions of grandeur
and given me more medication.
“But really, I just hope that people get
to read our book and that it goes some
way towards keeping the memory of
Larundel alive — not that everyone
would want to remember Larundel
because, for some, it was a traumatic
place.
“But we have created a mental health
system which threw out the baby with
the bath water and what was good
about Larundel has been lost.
“Most importantly, having Margie
as my co-author was the best
collaborative experience.
“We worked well together and
navigated our differences with great
respect and a lot of humour,” said
Sandy.
Margaret said the award was very
unexpected.
“And I’m thrilled for Sandy, I have so
much respect for her.
“It was a lovely process of
development between Sandy and
myself.
“She is not ashamed of her illness; she
has a wonderful sense of humour and
has been an extraordinary advocate for
people with mental illness.
“What I am thrilled about is that this
book looks at what we have lost and

gained in the closing of asylums, it
shows what we should be having and
doing in community care — and we
don’t have it.”
Margaret is speaking at the Royal
Commission into Victoria’s Mental
He a l t h Sy s t e m, a c o m m i s s i o n
established to address the widespread
acknowledgment that mental health
services in Victoria have reached a
crisis point and many people living
with mental illness are not receiving
the treatment, the care and support
they need.
Margaret says she hopes the book
will help people listen.
“Listening to the voices of the
patients is incredibly important, to
listen and to understand.”
In the Foreword, Dr Ruth Vine,
Deputy Chief Medical Officer for
Mental Health, and former Chief
Psychologist Victoria wrote: “Part
social history, part personal reflection,
part collective recollection — Sandy
and Margie have brought to life a
significant part of the history and
reform of psychiatric services in
Victoria and beyond.
“The book is focussed on Larundel…
but raises the good and bad of
institutional care more generally.
“Out of the Madhouse is a must read
for all those interested and involved
in, experiencing or providing mental
health services or caring for a person
with a mental illness — which is just
about everybody.”
The Warrandyte Diary would like to
congratulate Sandy and Margaret on
receiving an award that celebrates the
people involved in community history
projects who are dedicated to telling
local stories.
Pictured far right Sandy Jeffs OAM
with Margaret Leggatt holding
Out of the Mad House at its launch
early this year.

Community Bank
Warrandyte

Welcome to the team!
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Chris Haggarty as
our new Branch Manager. Chris has been working behind the
scenes with Bendigo for many years and brings with him a wealth
of experience. He is passionate about the community banking
model and is looking forward to getting to know many of our
customers and community groups over the coming months.
Feel good about who you bank with.
Call us on 9844 2233 or search Bendigo Bank Warrandyte.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1389134, OUT_1577942,
14/10/2020

Photo: CASAMENTO PHOTOGRAPHY
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Deer Strategy stumbles in suburbs
By JAMES POYNER
THE LONG ANTICIPATED Victorian
Deer Control Strategy was released on
Friday, October 30.
Following the public consultation
in late 2018, Victorians in regional
and peri-urban areas have been
eagerly awaiting news on the State
Government’s plan to control the four
species of deer that roam, with little
control, across the eastern side of the
State.
In Warrandyte and surrounding
communities, Sambar Deer are a
significant pest and as highlighted in
October’s coverage of the Nillumbik
Deer Information webinar, conventional
control strategies are difficult to

implement on private land, as getting
licenced hunters to shoot deer can
be expensive, and any objection from
neighbours will prevent the process.
In addition, the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning
(DELWP) sanctioned hunting zones are
generally away from major population
centres meaning despite numerous
deer in and around Warrandyte State
Park, hunting on public land is not
allowed, and the nearest Sambar Deer
hunting area is Toolangi State Forest.
Sambar’s classification as game is
one of the big hurdles and councils,
through Municipal Association of
Victoria (MAV) have been advocating
for Sambar, Fallow and Red Deer to be
reclassified as a pest species, but this

has not been implemented in the new
strategy.
To add to this frustration, the Deer
Management Strategy is not complete,
the Strategy releases a framework for
dealing with deer with a four-pronged
approach of prevention, eradication,
containment and asset protection — but
the strategy currently only focusses on
regional Victoria.
At the announcement, Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate
Change Lily D’Ambrosio talked about
how the government is addressing the
peri-urban infestation.
“We’re taking action to control
Victoria’s feral deer population and
reduce the significant impacts they have
on our native wildlife and biodiversity.

If the electric wire is attached to the
main fence, the deer jump it or crash
through.
I replicated this concept around
much of the boundary fence, but left
the gateways open.
And voila!
We would lie in bed hearing the loud
grunt as the deer hit the electricity.
There was immediately a
considerable reduction in deer
sightings on our block.
I then placed two electric wires about
2–3 metres apart, just attaching the
insulators to convenient tea tree
along the route.
There was maybe 5–10 metres
between insulators.
This system transected the densest
bush.
It was where the deer had created
their daytime resting area.
Up to 10 Sambar used this area at any
one time.
I then placed a two strand electric
fence beside our driveway for about

200 metres plus a single strand
around our small dam.
The result has been hugely successful.
We have not had any sightings on our
block for a year.
The grasses have returned in
abundance, and all the little birds
have returned.
This system has not prevented the
kangaroos, wallabies and wombats
from using and living on the block.
The fencing does not deer proof the
property, but it certainly makes life
very unpleasant for them.
We still occasionally hear a loud
grunt in the night, but I find no
evidence of their presence.
The total cost was in the hundreds
of dollars, certainly not the massive
expense of attempting to deer proof
our property.
I hope these thoughts maybe of help
to the many frustrated owners of our
wonderful Yarra Valley bushland.

Deer deterrents
Your say
Dear Diary,
After reading your deer article in the
October edition, I wanted to share my
deer experience with your readers.
We have a bush block in Wonga Park,
about five hectares abutting the State
park.
Sambar deer had decimated our
bush, eating everything, fouling
our small dam, and creating a large
wallow.
When visiting Coldstream Fencing, I
mentioned our plight.
A contractor heard my comments
and offered advice.
Deer cannot perceive depth of field
he said, so his solution was to place a
single electric wire about one metre
high and one and half to two metres
in the front of the boundary fence.
The deer think the electric wire is part
of the main fence and consequently
walk into the electric wire.

Graeme Walker
Wonga Park

“This strategy will address feral
deer numbers in the outer suburbs
of Melbourne to not only protect our
environment but to increase public
safety,” she said.
State Government is “kick-starting”
the release of the Victorian Deer Control
Strategy by investing one million
dollars to develop the Peri-Urban Deer
Control Plan which will, hopefully,
give local councils, landowners and
other authorities the tools they need
to effectively prevent, eradicate and/or
contain Sambar and other deer species,
and also protect fauna.
Let us hope the forthcoming PeriUrban Deer Control Plan does not take
another two years to develop.

Roo news
P OLICE are investigating an
incident in late October in which
a male kangaroo was discovered
in Warrandyte State Park, shot by
an arrow.
The kangaroo was found, alive
but in considerable pain, in Pound
Bend Reserve.
The kangaroo is currently with a
nearby wildlife Veterinarian seeking
treatment.
Ve t s F o r C o m p a s s i o n , a n

organisation which works towards
animal welfare in underdeveloped
countries for animal disaster relief
in Australia — which includes the
recent Victorian bushfires — has
been posting about the rescue,
treatment and rehabilitation of the
kangaroo on their Facebook page.
Vets For Compassion have posted
the roo named Justin (The Arrow
Boy) is recovering well after multiple
surgeries to reduce swelling and
repair the damaged bone.
Warrandyte Police would
like to hear from anyone with
information on
9844 3231 or you can contact
Crime Stoppers anonymously on
1800 333 000.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday Night – 10th November, 2020
7.00 pm
The meeting will be held via video conference.
If you wish to join us please contact
secretary@warrandytejfc.org to receive a link.
All members are invited to attend
There are important positions that need to be filled next
year and the committee encourages all parents to get
involved in the running of our football club. After such a
difficult year the WJFC needs more people to be involved
to help get the kids back to playing footy in 2021.

Please talk to us about what your involvement could
look like next year.
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Melbourne comes to Warrandyte
much ado
By KATRINA BENNETT
YOU HAVE to give to those weed
smokin’ Scottish fortune tellers,
Stealers Wheel, some serious kudos.
It was way back in 1972 that they
predicted the exact scenario that I’d
find myself in 2020.
“Clowns to the left of me
Jokers to the right, here I am
Stuck in the middle with you”
On what feels like Day 48,537 of
Remote Learning, the smoke detector
starts screeching, right on schedule.
Just like a school bell but more earbleeding, and at home, outside my
bedroom door.
Set off by the early morning routine
burning of bacon and eggs by a blankeyed teenager, rather than some sort
of automated electronic educational
institutions system.
As I poke the fake school bell
with the broom handle, I feel an
involuntary shudder.
Reminiscent of a dystopian movie
scene, I see the rest of the household
lurch in what appears to be an orderly
single file down the hallway, gazing
vacantly at their phones.
The procession continues until they
bump into the altar of secondary
school excellence.
With complete synchronicity, chairs
are pulled out, bodies slump down
and laptops open.
It is now that I’m feeling weirdly
proud of all my offspring and their
ability to have one eye staring vacantly
at a phone, and the other vacantly at
a Zoom class.
Luckily, according to someone way
wiser but definitely less optimistic
than me, all good things must come
to end.
The announcement we had all been
waiting for came to fruition.

Admittedly, it was more a shrivelled
up, left on the vine destined for a four
litre Chateau de Cardboard, rather
than Veuve Clicquot sipped from a
Versace Champagne flute, kind of fruit.
As soon I saw Dan stride towards the
podium for his 486,894-consecutive
press conference, before midday,
wearing his North Face jacket, I knew
there had to be some good news.
Removing his black mask to reveal
the trademark apple cheeked, tired
face, he informs us that kids would be
going back to school, or at least some
of them would be.
Just not all of mine, in fact, just one
of mine.
The one that could self-direct learn,
dressed in a cardboard box, with a
paper bag over her head in a wind
tunnel, and clean the house at the
same time.

But, if 2020 had taught me anything,
it was to be grateful for the four litre
goonbag on sale at IGA.
I longed for more than four reasons
to leave the house.
I longed for more than four reasons
for the people I lived with to leave
the house.
I longed for someone I didn’t live
with to come to my house.
Not even the postie was coming to
my house anymore.
And why wasn’t the postie coming
to my house anymore? I wasn’t sure.
With five people having access to
online shopping and maxed out credit
cards, the daily highlight was waiting
for the doorbell to ring.
Clambering over each to reach the
package.
This would be followed by the
confusion over who had actually

ordered a lime green mankini from
Calla Collective.
Except, now we were getting nothing
but crickets.
Not even a “we-knocked-butnobody-was-home-slip” shoved
under the front door.
I mean let’s face it — no one would
be game enough to leave one of them
and be exposed as the bald-faced liar
that they are, enquiries were made.
Turns out we weren’t the only ones
happy to see the postie.
The cute little four-legged fluff balls
that live next door were also keen
aficionados of the working hard,
but apparently not hard enough to
earn a Cartier watch, Australia Post
employee.
So, keen to see another human,
these 20cm high security dogs would
dance and sing at the top of their

voices as they escorted the delivery
van down their driveway.
Too terrified to open the van door,
Postman Pat would honk his horn
and wait from the safety of his diesel
driven sleigh, handing parcels out the
window like a beardless, cheerless,
non-red suit wearing Santa.
Until the fateful day, our hapless
soulless cargo delivering Grinch,
didn’t notice the sender’s logo.
Apparently Pet Barn sell Schmackos.
And as those in the know, know
“dogs go wacko, dogs go wacko for
Schmakos”.
No more deliveries for our
neighbours, or us.
For the very next day, those tonguelolling goofballs from next door, heard
the dulcet tones of an overworked
white van chugging down our
driveway, dug clean under the fence
and greeted their “friend”.
Recoiling from the excitedly waving
paws quicker than a Collingwood
supporter from a dentist, he was off —
door still open, gears screaming and
hand brake still on, the van weaved
its way back to the road, never to be
seen again.
Along with 4G and Uber-Eats,
we were now in an Australia Post
blackhole.
It’s the Grand Final Public holiday, a
day off for all the people who haven’t
been to work for over seven months
and the 5km radius has become a
25km radius.
A fifth reason to leave the house
has been introduced; essential work,
medical care, grocery shopping,
exercise and, visiting Warrandyte.
Waiting out the front of Cocoa Moon
for my coffee, I gaze longingly at the
darkened windows of the Grand Hotel.
When the lights go back on will I get
on the beers or go top shelf?
Meanwhile, it’s tourists to the left of
me, tourists to the right.
Here I am stuck in the middle of
Yarra Street with you.

Victoria, you know fire.
The 2020-21 fire season is coming and we’re about to start an important fire safety campaign. With last season’s memories so fresh,
some people may find it confronting. If you have any concerns, or you or a loved one are emotionally affected by the campaign,
support is available on our website, or by calling Lifeline 13 11 14.

Plan. Act. Survive. Go to vic.gov.au/knowfire
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

14 Warrandyte Diary

NOVEMBER 2020

Celebrating community spirit
By JAMES POYNER
IF THERE is one thing that the
townships of Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte, Wonga Park and Park
Orchards do well, it is community.
A big component of our community
spirit is the efforts of volunteers, and
Community Bank Warrandyte is once
again honouring our community
heroes with the Community Spirit
Award.
In 2019, the award recipient was
wildlife carer Maxine Rosewall who has
spent more than 20 years rehabilitating
injured wildlife from her home in
North Warrandyte.
Our world has shrunk in 2020 and
our everyday lives and habits have seen
significant disruption.
But, throughout the pandemic,
the communities of Warrandyte
and its surrounds have maintained
its connectivity, compassion and
camaraderie.
To be Warrandytian means to be
part of this community and you will
be hard pressed to find a member of
our community who has not donated
their time, energy or expertise to a local
cause, club or event.
Community Bank Warrandyte
Director, Claire Jones, told the Diary
how our altruistic nature contributes
to Warrandyte being a special place
and why the Community Spirit Award
is an important signifier of these works.
“Warrandyte is a unique place to live
and is incredibly special because of all
the work so many in our community
do voluntarily.
“I think the importance of this
process is actually to acknowledge
all the great work these volunteers do
within and for our community, not only
the recipient.
“And how having people like them
around is such a great asset for our
community,” she said.
Claire went on to discuss how
Coronavirus affected how priorities
changed and how local volunteers
came through.
“People’s plans suddenly changed
( a l m o s t ove r n ig ht ) d u r i ng t h e
pandemic.
“What was acceptable beforehand
— sporting games, concerts, festivals
with crowds, fundraising at a sausage
sizzle suddenly became unacceptable.
“Volunteers and organisations had to
pivot and change their plans and the
way they operated.
“This required a lot of thought and
extra work, which for volunteers,
when they’re trying to maintain paid
work — suddenly from home — with
kids and partners there as well —
trying to navigate different ways of

interacting with their colleagues or
fellow volunteers was a big ask.”
D e s p i t e t h e t o u g h y e a r, t h e
community came out in force during
the 2020 Community Spirit Award
nomination period.
The nominees and their contributions
are described below, then read on to
discover who was crowned this year’s
ultimate winner.
Nominee: Warrandyte Festival
Committee
Nominated by Warrandyte Festival
Committee member Phil Ashfield,
for the ongoing efforts of the wholly
volunteer run Festival Committee.
Phil added to his nomination how
important it was to nominate the
Festival Committee given the current
crisis.
“While COVID-19 is currently
restricting our ability to be able
to put on a festival in the current
environment, once things are back
to normal, no other event will have
the ability to bring the community
back together just like the Warrandyte
Festival will be able to.”
The Diary spoke with Warrandyte
Fe s t i v a l C o m m i t t e e P re s i d e n t
Jamie Ferguson, who described the
challenges of putting on the annual
event and told us what the nomination
means to him, and the rest of the
committee.
“I think our biggest challenge each
year is ensuring that we create a
vibrant event that has all the traditional
features that people love but also some
new surprises.
“All these take so much input by the
committee and many other community
members.
“Each year there are new challenges...
bushfires, huge rains, and the odd
global pandemic.
“While they all create some pretty
difficult and unique circumstances
I’m always so thankful for the way the
committee comes together and sorts
stuff out.
“It’s a great privilege to be nominated
for an award like this.
“I see so many people doing
extraordinary things in a volunteer
capacity in our community...many
without the same pay off at the end that
the festival gives us,” he said.
Nominee: Dick Davies, on behalf
of Warrandyte Community
Association(WCA)
Dick Davies was nominated by
current WCA President Carli Lange.
Dick has been the linchpin of many
WCA projects including Be Ready
Warrandyte, Warrandyte Riverside
Market, the Creekside and Riverside

retirement villages, as w ell as
speaking for the WCA, and in turn the
community, at Council, on both sides
of the river.
As part of her submission, Carli wrote:
“Dick Davies has been an outstanding
and inspirational community leader in
Warrandyte for many decades.
“He has worked selflessly on so
many projects which have provided
continuing benefit to the community,
from the Be Ready Warrandyte fire
preparedness program through to
the establishment of the Retirement
Housing in Co-operative and the
Community Market.
“It is hard to think of anyone who has
made a greater and such long-lasting
contribution to the community.”
On receiving news of his nomination,
Dick requested that his nomination
be on behalf of the Warrandyte
Community Association.
Dick told the Diary: “It’s all a bit
embarrassing, but it is an opportunity
to celebrate how much so many people
do to make Warrandyte a vibrant
community,” he said.
Nominee: Martin Rakuscek
Nominated by Greg Warren for his
work with the Warrandyte Junior
Cricket Club and Warrandyte Junior
Football Club.
Working in Team Manager roles,
Martin has been integral in expanding
junior participation in cricket and
footy.
In his nomination for Martin, Greg
noted: “Martin was never a cricketer,
but has two boys who are now playing
in our Senior teams... and about three
years ago we convinced him to ‘pull
on the whites’ and play in our Father/
Son side.
Like everything he does, he got
involved and became a valuable
member of the team and had a bit of
fun (and he’s still playing !!!).
“Martin is extremely well liked and
respected throughout our club and the
broader community.
“He sets a tremendous example for all
club members and his involvement at
our club has ensured that we continue
to grow, play sport in the right spirit
and gain respect for our club in the
community”.
Martin told the Diary what he
enjoys most about volunteering at the
sports club and what it means to be
nominated.
“The best part of volunteering at both
sports clubs is seeing the smiles on the
kids’ faces when they meet up with
their mates for training, and game day.
“S e e i ng t h e m bu i l d l i f e - l o ng
friendships outside of school and
having fun is a great part of being part

of the Warrandyte Community.
“Everyone here loves where they
live, and enjoying the great outdoors
whether that is playing outdoor sport
or just walking along the Yarra river.
“Being nominated for the award was
a surprise, as most of us volunteers
don’t do this for awards.
“Giving time to such a great
community provides its own rewards
through the friends you make along
the way, and seeing the kids grow up
to be fine,” he said.
Nominee: Tim Dawson
Tim was nominated by Nigel Kelly
for his role as a Sports Chaplain and
Committee member for Park Orchards
Football and Netball Club.
Nigel writes: “During his time there
he has supported and provided welfare
to the club’s players, club officials
and supporters with great care and
commitment.”
Tim spoke to the Diary about the
importance of having a person, in a
community, who you can turn to for
support and advice.
“I believe it’s important that everyone,
no matter what age or gender, has the
opportunity to turn to someone other
than their family if they face a crisis.
“Over the past five years, I’ve worked
to build relationships with everyone
who is connected to the club so that in
a crisis they know that there is someone
to turn to for help.
“O f t e n t h i s s p re a d s i n t o t h e
community too.
“Matters that I try and help with and
support extend to job hunting, stress,
injury, being dropped from a team to
mental health, depression and suicide.
“I also have the opportunity to
influence leadership and training of
the young players.
“I believe that no man, women or
child should ever walk alone in this
life and I truly hope that the little I do
in my community makes a massive
difference
“Park Orchards Football Netball Club
is a wonderful place to be a part of, and
has a fantastic set of core values and
morals,” he said.
Nominee: Lisa Ryan
Nominated by Judith Lightfoot for her
five to ten years of voluntary service.
“Lisa shows virtue of good citizenship.
“She has touched and enriched the
lives of others, particularly those who
are vulnerable or less able to help
themselves.
“Lisa has shown ongoing initiative,
leadership and dedication.
“She has devoted herself to sustained
and selfless voluntary service and has
earned the respect of her peers and

become a role model in their field,”
Judith wrote.
Nominee: James Harris
Nominated by Anderson’s Creek
Primary School Principal Sue Dyos for
his role as School Council President for
the last four years.
Sue writes: “Having worked with
many Presidents over the years, James
certainly gives above and beyond
the expected role and continues to
both support and lead many school
activities.
“Through his positivity, enthusiasm
and leadership skills he continues to
inspire, lead and promote community
and connectedness within and beyond
the ACPS school community.”
2020 Community Spirit Award
Recipient
On November 9, in what would
usually be a packed room at the
Warrandyte Sporting Group complex
— but due to COVID-19 was a little
more discreet this year, Community
Bank Warrandyte announced the
recipient of this year’s award as …
(envelope please)… The Warrandyte
Festival Committee.
The Diary spoke with Jaime Ferguson,
who spoke on behalf of the Festival
Committee.
Jamie accepted the award, on behalf
of the Festival Committee.
“Amazing! I’m very proud of our
committee.
“We are extremely thankful for
the support the Community Bank
Warrandyte has provided us and many
other local organisations over many
years.
“We’re looking forward to putting on
a special event next year in whatever
capacity is possible and sharing
celebrations for making it through
this year with the whole community,”
he said.
Arguably the community event of
the year, Warrandyte Festival weekend
sees Warrandyte and the surrounding
townships at their best.
It’s delivery, the music, arts and
events on offer draw thousands of
people and even though it is organised
by volunteers, the scale, efficiency and
professionalism in planning are not
compromised.
Festival is a time for celebration, for
catching up with old friends, making
new ones and seeing some ripper live
music.
The Festival is, in many ways, the
embodiment of volunteering in
Warrandyte.
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All’s well that ends well
By SANDI MILLER
THERE WAS good news following
last month’s article regarding the
missing honour boards at the South
Warrandyte Hall.
After hearing about the missing
artefacts, Ringwood Historical Society
President Russ Haines contacted
Ma n n i ng ha m C ou n c i l t o o f f e r
assistance in recreating the boards.
Mr Haines has been researching for

a book about the area so offered what
information he could to Council.
However, Manningham’s Director of
City Services, Rachelle Quattrocchi,
came back with the happy news that
the honour boards had been located
and are now back in their rightful
place.
Mr Haines said the South Warrandyte
Hall and neighbouring school were
both destroyed in the 1939 fires, which

Humanitarian
operations
recognised
By DON HUGHES
BUSHFIRE assistance, flood
support and drought relief along
with numerous other humanitarian
operations have been included on
a new plaque to recognise military
service since Vietnam.
Two declared wars, Iraq and
Afghanistan, alongside a multitude
of Peacemaking and Peacekeeping
operations coupled with a number
of Humanitarian, Security and
Relief operations at both home and
abroad have been recognised.
Warrandyte RSL President,
David Ryan will formally accept
the bronze plaque once it has been
blessed at a special (COVID-19
restricted) Remembrance Day
ceremony at the Heidelberg
Repatriation Hospital.
The plaque will ultimately
be placed in the Warrandyte
Memorial Gardens overlooking
the Warrandyte Bridge.

explains why there is not a plaque
honouring the WWI servicemen.
However a WWII honour board and
boards commemorating the Hall’s
Committees through the years have
been replaced in their rightful position
in the hall.
Mr Haines has offered to provide
data for a WWI volunteers’ roll, but it
remains to be seen if a board will be
constructed to that effect.

Grants for Green Wedge
By SANDI MILLER
E ACH YE AR, Manningham and
Nillumbik Councils offer a range of
land management grants to help
support the preservation of natural
bushland and the productivity of rural
land.
These grants are designed to help
property owners with land care
education, land stewardship, pest
and animal control and ecological
improvement works.
In Manningham, grants up to
$1,000 are available and can help
residents cover the costs for important
biodiversity works like pest animal
control, environmental weed control,
regeneration and enhancement of
native habitat, fencing to preserve high
priority natural habitat and waterways
and other approved works.
Land management grants are subject
to a specific eligibility criteria regarding
property location and proposed
environmental works.
Nillumbik’s Land Management
Incentive Program (LMIP) offers
grants to support a range of integrated
land management activities for private
landholders and community groups.
A statement from Nillumbik Council
said projects relating to land within
Green Wedge and Rural Conservation
Zones or areas with an Environmental
Significance Overlay will be given
priority over others.
Three scales of project grants are
available:

Small Scale Projects
Up to $250, these grants are intended
to assist individual landholders with
small scale projects or individual
education activities where the overall
cost is unlikely to exceed $500.
Medium Scale Projects
Between $250 and $2000, to assist
individuals or groups of landholders
working on strategic and well-planned
projects, where the overall project cost
is expected to exceed $500.
To be eligible, all small and medium
scale projects will require a matching
contribution from the applicant.
This contribution can include in-kind
labour and/or monetary input.
Community Action Group
Support Grant
Up to $15,000, these grants are limited
to assist formal groups of landholders
working collaboratively on large-scale
strategic land management projects
affecting multiple properties.
Applications of this nature need to
be consistent with actions listed in
approved strategic documents such
as Catchment Management Plans and
Biodiversity Plans.
For all grants, priority will be given
to applications which address high
priority land management issues and
show positive ecological outcomes.
P ro j e c t s s h o u l d d e m o n s t rat e
well integrated and coordinated

management techniques and a
commitment to maintaining the
positive outcomes achieved.
A statement from Nillumbik Council
said “applications from individual
landholders for medium scale projects
will be more likely to secure funding
if the project is identified as a priority
action within a property management
plan (or similar type of plan) for that
property”.
Manningham’s Director City Services,
Rachelle Quattrocchi, said “Council
has a wide range of biodiversity
programs that over many years have
helped improve our local environment
a n d p rov i d e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r
environmental stewardship in our
community.”
“We realise that there is a lot of
important biodiversity to be nurtured
on private property, so we want to
partner with our community and
support them in looking after our
natural environment.”
Manningham Residents are
encouraged to register their interest
and apply for a Land Management
Grant through Council’s website
or by contacting the Council’s
Environment Team on 9840 9333.
More information on Nillumbik
Grants can be found on the
Council’s website
Nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Making peace with where you are: Compassionate Latitude
wellness
By MAREE ZIMNY
DURING THESE unprecedented times,
we are finding ourselves in situations
that may change our neurophysiology,
which can trigger anxiety and stress.
According to HeartMath, there are
five simple facts about stress:
• Your body doesn’t care if it’s a big
stress or a little one
• Stress can make smart people do
“not so smart things”
• People can become numb to their
stress; it’s been in their life for so
long
• We can have control over our
emotional stress
• Work with stress the moment it
occurs
To move from stress, acknowledge it,
accept not knowing what to do right
now is okay and be compassionate to
yourself and others.
It can be challenging to cope with
this “lockdown” type of environment,
and it may become a survival mentality
for some.
Some may lose financially; others

may lose the contact of loved ones or
even both.
Positive thinking is great, but it won’t
necessarily shift anxiety or fear.
Sometimes we need to accept our
concern and acknowledge the reason
for these feelings.
Pretending it is not real can be more
harmful than good.
Kubler-Ross observed and wrote
about the five stages of grief — denial or
shock, anger, bargaining, depression,
acceptance.
Just recently, I was listening to a
colleague who is in the mental health
industry.
When he found out he potentially
had COVID-19, he went immediately
into shock and anxiety.
His primal instincts triggered into
survival mode; flight, fight, freeze.
No matter how much he said to
himself “I’ve got this”, in fact, he didn’t.
All his years of training went out the
door for the four days while he waited
for the test results.
His mind kept saying this is not real,
it is a primal fear, yet still, it had a hold
of him.
He mentioned it wasn’t just the fear
of him having it; it was the fact that
he could have put the people he loves

so much in harm’s way; his wife and
grown-up children.
He just realised how “we are all in this
together” and to never take life or love
lightly again.
Making peace with where you are
Acceptance of the situation and
knowing whatever the outcome will
be, you can’t change now.
How you feel and what you do may
be all you can do — and that’s enough.
He then went into compassion for
other people, who may be in a similar
situation, but in isolation.
They may live alone or have no family
with them, perhaps they share with
friends or only have a pet at home to
talk too.
Online video and phones are
excellent tools to help stay connected,
but it’s not quite the same as having
those you love right with you.
Making a difference
If you find people around you are not
behaving in a way that you approve
of, check within yourself; is there any
underlying current running through
your emotions of fear or anxiety or
judgement?
We can’t stop people, we can tell

them off, abuse them, rant, but all you
can change is how you feel, by utilising
the right tools and attitude to help you
get through.
Don’t be quick to judge
We never understand what is going
on inside someone’s head.
We may know the person so well
and then find out we didn’t know
their demons, their real doubts within
themselves of not being good enough,
smart enough, “no one cares about me
anyway” and so forth.
I remembered a long time ago a bluecollar man was on the train with his
two young children under five.
It was morning peak hour traffic with
office workers heading into the city.
The man was zoned out; not present,
children jumping around the carriage
and standing on the seats.
The adults we becoming upset by this
man’s lack of respect for others and not
being a good father.
The negative emotions of some
people were starting to line up; they
would look at each other and agree
with an eye roll, head wobble or nod
and non-verbally agree someone
should be the spokesperson and tell
the man to control his children.

A woman stepped up to the call and
told the father to control his unruly
children.
She needed to repeat herself as he
didn’t seem to hear her the first time.
The man took a few moments to
process her stern words of discipline.
He profusely apologised to her and
got his children to sit.
In his final words to her, he said:
“I’m so sorry, my wife was just in a car
accident earlier this morning, and we
are going to the hospital”.
The woman felt terrible, and the rest
of the passengers turned away from her
in disgust that she upset a man who
was very upset already.
Not all cases will be like this, but
before saying anything, come from the
heart place, a space of compassion,
care and gratitude before blurting out
your disgust at their behaviour.
We are all in this together
Do that little bit more.
Smile at people, even with a mask a
smile can be seen, wave at them and
not only will you feel good, but you
could also be giving them the best gift
possible — care and love.
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Remembrance on the home front
War is not the only conflict we face
By DON HUGHES
WHO DO WE REALLY depend upon
during a conflict?
This year graphically supplied the
answers — many answered the call
to defend our homeland.
Honouring our fallen warriors on
Remembrance Day commenced after
the end of WW1 (armistice) at the
11th hour, on the 11th day, of the 11th
month in 1918.
Most Australian families back then
knew a fallen warrior.
With a much smaller and more
technologically potent Defence Force
today, this is not as true.
We still honour our dead warriors
from all conflicts and never forget
their great sacrifices.
Armed conflict (war) is not the only
threat that can confront a society:
environmental, economic, health,
ideological and historical biases can
also impact heavily.
Today’s Home Front is bombarded
with a plethora of attacks.
Some are unseen like the current
pandemic or potential cyber-attacks.

Others, are highly visible; fire, flood,
storm, drought, terrorism, crime and
social unrest.
They can all impact heavily.
Who answered the call?
Our medical professionals
and their assistants, all our care
workers, frontline retail staff and
their associated distribution chain
workers, critical administrative staff
in both the public and private sectors,
primary producers, teachers, police,
firefighters, ambulance and the ADF
all answered the call.
Artists too (of all persuasions),
found a critical role in helping us to
heal – particularly in the recovery
phases of these tragedies.
A newly found frontline soldier
was created — the relentless Contact
Tracer.
Our firefighters and nurses never
let us down.
Our supermarket staff kept us fed.
Teachers’ skills and expertise, found
fresh and long overdue accolade.
Tradies generally were able to
continue with critical work.

Much disruption however, seemed
to converge from drought, to fire,
then form a whirling confusion with
COVID-19.
We were inundated.
Not only have we relied upon fulltime professionals, but also, part time
workers and volunteers rose to the
challenge.
A Home Front of Essential Workers,
was called up in our time of need.
Academics researched vaccines
and a better understanding of
environmental threats, retrenched
workers re-deployed to more critical
roles, medical staff were brought back
from retirement.
A new Home Front Army was created
— to meet the challenges of 2020.
However, there were also many
casualties.
The collateral damage of these
conflicts, not only cost many
lives (human, stock and wildlife)
but also huge infrastructure and
environmental damage along with
severe economic and psychological
hardship.

Many lost their jobs.
Our children’s learning was
delivered differently.
Many people felt isolated, and in
some cases, scared.
Families were separated, often
alone by themselves.
Birthdays, weddings, funerals and
births were celebrated in isolation
— if at all.
Communities needed evacuation,
then faced severe travel restrictions.
Loved ones were not able to comfort
one another.
Many grieved unparalleled losses.
A quagmire of conflict.
A multitude of industries ground to
a halt: hospitality, entertainment and
tourism in particular.
More died in the Spanish Flu
pandemic 100 years ago (50 million
worldwide), than all of the deaths in
WW1 (20 million worldwide).
The final outcome of 2020 is still
unknown.
Just as in wartime, this year
reinforced that strong, reasoned and
robust leadership at all levels of public

and private life — is essential.
Many have stepped up to this
challenge with both vigour and innate
inner strength.
The value of good camaraderie was
also highlighted along with a sense of
helping your mates.
Some say, that character is not made
during these types of conflicts, but
rather, that character is revealed.
Many an individual warrior has
turned the tide of battle at a critical
moment.
On Remembrance Day we
traditionally pay homage to military
conflicts — perhaps this should now
be expanded to reflect all threats to
our society?
LEST WE FORGET
Sue Andrews our long-time IGA
frontline worker and Jim Pleasance
a Vietnam Veteran along with Don
Hughes a Peacekeeper (with Zeus, the
Assistance Dog) will be (restrictions
p e n d i ng ) o f f e r i ng Po p p i e s t o
raise welfare funds leading up to
Remembrance Day (11th November).

Remembering animals in war

By ZEUS
(Canine correspondent)
ANIMALS HAVE LONG shared the
burden of war.
Horses have given warriors mobility
and endurance enabling great speed
and surprise in warfare.
Genghis Khan’s Mongols, Knights
in shining armour, American Indians,
European Cavalry and even the
Australian Light Horse have all used
Horses.
Elephants and camels too, have
given warriors advantages in war.
At the battle of Kadesh between
the Egyptians and Hittites in 1275BC
Ramses II had a lion fight beside him.
Herds of cattle have been used to
stampede enemies and even bees
were used by ancient Greeks and
Romans to catapult over a besieged
city wall or castle to disrupt the
defenders.
In both German East Africa (now

Kenya) and Vietnam, beehives were
used like booby traps and initiated to
disrupt a foe.
Military logistics is greatly enhanced
by horses, mules, donkeys, oxen,
elephants and camels transporting
guns, ammunition and supplies to
keep an army mobile.
Medical evacuation too, was
improved using animals.
Simpson and his donkey became
infamous on the Gallipoli peninsula
during the ANZAC landings.
Communications have benefited
from the speed of animals whether
a despatch rider on a horse, a
messenger dog or carrier pigeons
delivering critical messages.
The speed of animals can often be
the critical factor in turning the tide
of battle.
Dogs have consistently been faithful
comrades to soldiers.
Whether to seek out and track the

enemy, protect installations or detect
weapons of war, dogs have played a
significant role.
It is not only their keen senses but
also their undying loyalty that endears
them to soldiers.
Even dolphins and sea lions have
been used for sentry duties by
maritime forces, canaries to detect
gas and rats to detect explosives.
Many animals become mascots for
military units.
Australian Diggers training in Egypt
took a photograph of their kangaroo
mascot in front of the pyramids.
Some military units or ships have
tigers, dingoes, eagles, roosters,
platypuses or even cats.
Often, they wear smart uniforms
and join the unit on ceremonial
parades.
They are all well loved and cared for
and greatly enhance morale.
Photos courtesy State Library of Victoria
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Celebrating our Golden Jubilee

informing the community for 50 years and no sign of slowing

Photo: BRUCE DAVIDSON (November 2019)

IN DECEMBER 1970, Cliff Green published the first edition of the
monthly Warrandyte Diary, a 12 page, two-colour publication to
keep the community of Warrandyte up to date on the latest sport
and community news.
50 years, and numerous editors and staff later, the Warrandyte
Diary is still being printed and read by and for the community of
Warrandyte.
Although a lot has changed since Cliff first put ink to paper in
December 1970, the essence of what he started lives on and in
December, for our 547th edition, we celebrate the Diary’s 50th
birthday.
To help mark our birthday, the December 2020 Warrandyte Diary

tell us your stories:

will step back in time, printing the original masthead and publishing
some accounts of early life at the Diary.
To help build a record of memory, to celebrate 547 editions and half
a century of publication, we want to hear your stories of earlier times
in Warrandyte, or any fond memories you have of early editions of
the Diary, please write to info@warrandytediary.com.au and share
your stories or photos and we will print some of your memories in
our 50th birthday editon.
The current editors thank everyone, across the decades, for their
valuable contribution to the Diary, and look forward to your
continued involvement.
Here’s to the next 50 years!

info@warrand ytediar y.com.au
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A Year of Wonders: A photographic exhibition
By JANE ANNOIS

A NEW photographic project is on its
way in Warrandyte.
Entries are open to all local residents
to participate in an exhibition and
projection event entitled A Year of
Wonders to be held at Taffy’s Hut and
under the Warrandyte bridge.
2020 has certainly been extraordinary.
Despite the hardships inflicted
by COVID-19, we have had some
compulsory “down time”.
Many have quietly enjoyed the
opportunity to notice and engage with
all that is closest to them.
It has been our year of wonders
with more extensive exploring and
discovery of our local environment and
the understanding of the importance of
community.
Now is an opportunity to show how
you have captured this with your
camera.
The title references Geraldine Brooks’
novel A Year of Wonders set in a small
English village in 1666 during the
Plague.
There are parallels with the fear,
fake news, the unknown and the
mishandling, but also the positives of
the wonder of renewal and focus on the
beauty we have in front of us.
It is this positive focus that we
would like to showcase in an outdoor
exhibition of photographs at Taffy’s
Hut, between the bakery and the bridge
in the newly landscaped Lions Park.
The exhibition is timed to open with
the completion of Stage 1 of Lions
Park, and is funded by Manningham
Council’s Neighbourhood Recovery
Grant program.

The photographs will be printed on
aluminium composite board which
can remain outdoors for several years.
As you visit the new Lions Park, bring
the kids to the playground, have a
coffee, you can wander around Taffy’s
Hut to view the large format photos
as the community’s expression of this
moment in time.
The exhibition will run from February
6 until the end of June 2021.
Taffy’s Hut presents a perfect space
for photos.
Taffy Jones’ hut was beset with
natural disasters during the 1930’s.
First with the great flood of 1934 and
then the devastating fires of 1939.
He died of a heart attack before being
able to complete its repairs.
The building has recently been
upgraded to maintain its integrity
with supporting steel beams, timber
decking and steps and the gardens
landscaped with indigenous planting.
There is no roof but several bare walls
offering space for your photos.
There is an archway to the side which
is a point of interest.
If you look closely it was made by
Taffy pouring cement into old oil cans,
which have subsequently rusted away.
The imprint of the shell logo is still
visible.
The exhibition is open to all and free
to enter.
We encourage you all to send in your
photos, which will be selected by Bill
McAuley.
He will be selecting 26 photos for
large format printing and 100 photos
for the special projection event.
Entries are due by December 18.

Messy Play
eye spy
ISABELLA (4) and Patrick (3) recently
took a well needed excursion down to
the Warrandyte riverside where they
took a walk on the wild side and had
a play in the mud.
Mum, Emma told the Warrandyte

Diary: “I encourage the kids to get
dirty because not only do they have
a great time, but it’s good for kids to
have the freedom to play in nature
especially in these times of isolation.
“They made mud pies and were
learning about things floating and
sinking in the river.
“Nothing a shower won’t fix!”
Photos: MAREE ZIMNY

Photo: BILL McAULEY

The projection is planned to be
held under the Warrandyte bridge,
photographs will be projected against
the large pillar.
At present the date is Saturday
February 6, 2021 at 8pm, but this
date could change in accordance to
COVID-19 restrictions and numbers
allowed.
Please check the website for any

updates closer to the event.
Sam McKenzie will present the
projection set to the music of some of
our finest local musicians.
The exhibition and projection are
events made possible by Manningham
Council to celebrate our community,
post COVID-19 restrictions.
It will be an opportunity to participate
either as a photographer or a visitor.

Information and entry
form is on the website:
photoswarrandyte.com
or contact Jane Annois:
jannois@bigpond.com
All photographic entries are to be
sent to Bill McAuley:
billymc0905@hotmail.com
Happy snapping!
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Pro tips for capturing the wonder
talking images
By BILL McAULEY
YOU CAN BE part of an exciting
photographic exhibition that will
be displayed on the walls of Taffy’s
Hut, which is situated right next to
Warrandyte Bridge.
The Manningham Neighbourhood
Recovery Grants Program supports
the project.
The exhibition is entitled A Year
of Wonders and the photographic
challenge for local photographers is to
find a way to take a strong image that
expresses the emotions that you have
felt during this most interesting and
challenging year.
Or perhaps, you may choose to share

the beauty of nature and wildlife in our
river valley.
The positive side of 2020 is that we
have more time than usual to explore
the wonders of our community and
environment.
The theme for the photo exhibition is
your response to the unusual times we
find ourselves in.
For example; how COVID-19 has
affected you, your community and the
wonders you have discovered while
in isolation, your neighbourhood’s
changing moods and scenes, your
hopes for a post COVID-19.
T h i s m o nt h s Ta l k i n g I ma g e s
is devoted to passing on some
photographic tips to help you take a
great snap that, if chosen, will be blown
up and displayed on the walls of our
own Taffy’s Hut.

There will also be 100 images selected
for a publicly screened slideshow
presentation.
It’s a great honour to have been
chosen as the selector of the images
for the A Year of Wonders exhibition.
Here are 10 things that I will be
looking for when I lovingly assess your
entries.
• Strong composition: This is the
backbone of a good image and
should be the number one priority.
• Emotion: Great images encourage
the viewer to feel emotion — love,
anger, compassion, sadness,
empathy and abhorrence.
Any reaction validates the potency
of the image.
• Originality: Dare to be different
with your subject matter and try
not to present a clichéd viewpoint.

• Beauty: Images of beautiful things
always captivate the viewer and
help to make the image special.
Warrandyte bush, river views and
sunsets are an example of this.
• Story telling: Pictures that tell a
story and make the viewer think
about life and philosophy are
important.
• Historical aspect: The images
taken in 2020 will be historical
documents that will tell future
generations about the peculiarities
of our COVID Lockdown.
• Enthusiasm: If you pick a subject
that you are passionate about it will
show through to the viewer.
Great art is created when you
follow your heart.
• Be curious: Explore your
environment and try to teach the

viewer of your work something
about the way YOU see life.
• Technical excellence: This
includes the sharpness of your
image. Make sure your point
of focus is on the main subject.
Correct exposure and depth of field
are also important in creating an
image that will stand out.
• Have fun: Let your imagination
and curiosity run free.
Photographers, get your cameras
ready and go.
I’m looking forward to seeing your
entries, your take on this most strange
and unusual year of wonders.
Send your entries to
billymc0905@hotmail.com
Feel free to ring Bill 0412 510 019
See opposite for more information
about the competition/exhibition.
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How Barak got his act together
Birrarung stories
By JIM POULTER
WILLIAM BARAK is one of the most
famous and revered Aboriginal people
in Australia.
He was paramount leader of the
Kulin people at Coranderrk Aboriginal
Reserve at Healesville from 1875 until
his death in 1903.
He was also a painter, singer, story
teller and diplomat, and was rightfully
feted to visiting European royalty as
our local Aboriginal royalty.
William Barak was born at Brushy
Creek (modern day Wonga Park) in
1823, Barak’s father, Bebejern, was the
Headman of the Wurundjeri.
The fact that Barak ultimately
succeeded his father in this role does
not indicate any hereditary right of
succession in Aboriginal society.
Leadership was gained solely on
merit and through the twin tests of
knowledge and character.
Although there is no record of his
childhood, we nonetheless know
without doubt that Barak was a gifted
child.
He was accordingly identified at an
early age, and like his older cousin
(Simon) Wonga, was assiduously
groomed for leadership.

It was also common for boys or girls
of special ability to be initiated into
adulthood a little earlier than normal.
It can therefore be safely assumed
that Barak was initiated at age 11,
around November 1834, and that this
was probably at Ngyelong (Hanging
Rock), which was a key male initiation
site for the Woiwurung.
Less than a year later, in June 1835,
Barak was present at the historic
meeting with John Batman on the
Plenty River at Greensborough.
A year later in August 1836, Barak’s
father Bebejern died of the common
cold.
His body was bound in the traditional
knees under the chin position, sheeted
in bark and buried at the junction of
the Merri Creek and Yarra River.
Barak’s uncle Billibelleri was then
invited to assume tribal leadership.
Three years later, in late 1839, Barak’s
cousin Wonga was at age 18 elevated
into trainee eldership.
However, Wonga was then badly
injured and for a while it was feared
he might die.
The then 16 year old Barak was
therefore inducted into trainee
eldership as a ready replacement for
Wonga.
This ceremony at the Botanic
Gardens camp site was witnessed
by the Aboriginal Protector, William
Thomas, and historians have since

wrongly concluded that this was
Barak’s initiation into adulthood.
It was not, this had occurred five
years previously and Barak had the
keloid scars to prove it.
In 1840, Governor LaTrobe ordered
William Thomas to get Aboriginal
people out of Melbourne and a reserve
was established at Nerre-Nerre Warren
near Dandenong.
Then, in 1842, a Native Police Force
was established and co-located with
the reserve.
The area has for ever after been
known as The Police Paddocks.
He a d ma n Bi l l i b e l l e r i at f i r st
supported the idea and encouraged
a number of young Aboriginal men to
join the Native Police, including the
now 18-year-old Barak.
The theory was that the young men
would learn skills and discipline that
would help them adapt to the new
social order.
Unfortunately, they also soon learnt
the (then) well-established police
practice of drinking heavily at the end
of the day.
However, an ulterior motive of the
government soon became apparent
when the Native Police were deployed
against their own people in punitive
expeditions to the west, north and east
of the colony.
W h e n Bi l l i b e l l e r i l e a r n e d i n
November 1843 that the Native Police

had been involved in a massacre of
17 Aboriginal people at Portland, he
withdrew his patronage.
However, Barak remained with the
Native Police Force until it disbanded
in early 1853.
By this time Wonga had become
Headman and had gained regular work
for his people at Wonga Park.
The now 29 year old Barak had
however fallen down the pecking
order considerably, due to having
continued with the Native Police and

his continuing immoderate drinking.
However, the arrival at Wonga Park
of the young lay preacher John Green,
proved to be a catalyst for Barak’s
change.
On one occasion, Barak had imbibed
a little too much and mislaid his
spears.
He accused a Gunnai man Punty
of stealing his spears, which Punty
denied.
Barak then crept up behind Punty,
cut a lock of his hair and threatened
to use the hair to put a spell on Punty.
When the two men started fighting,
Green intervened, took Punty’s hair,
cut a lock of his own hair and gave it
to Barak.
Green then challenged Barak to put
a spell on him instead.
It proved to be a turning point in
Barak’s life and although Barak did
not become a teetotaller, he only drank
moderately from then on.
It was also from that point on that
Barak rehabilitated his name and tribal
standing.
By t h e t i m e C o ra n d e r rk wa s
established in 1863, the now 40-yearold Barak was number two man to
Wonga.
Then as Wonga’s health declined
from tuberculosis over the next
decade, Barak increasingly “spoke
with his voice”.

Catch up with important news and events from across
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

Shopping local makes a difference
By JO FRENCH
CHRISTMAS may have come early for
retailers across Melbourne as eased
restrictions have allowed them to open
up again.
But, following months of limited or
no sales, many in retail are suggesting
the Christmas rush needs to look a
little different this year — in fact, it
needs to look a little like now.
Reading is a popular pastime and
many enjoy receiving a copy of the
latest from their favourite author at
Christmas.
But, with supply shortages already
in effect, and the global supply chain
under immense pressure, November
is the new December.
From brand new books from
shops like The Eltham Book Shop
to something secondhand such as a
purchase from Yarra Cottage Books,
booksellers around the country
are urging us to #ShopEarly and
#ShopLocal to avoid disappointment
this Christmas season.
For the past four years booksellers
have consistently reported that
the Christmas rush was later than
the previous year, but last minute
shopping is now a ghost of Christmas
past.
Importing goods by airfreight will not
be an option for most retailers this year,

and there are already considerable
delays with the added pressure on
sea freight.
Local independent bookseller Meera
Govil, owner of the Eltham Bookshop,
says it is time to shop early, and shop
local for Christmas.
“All the books are here!” says Meera.
“All the new releases are here!
“We are not parched for stock — the
stock is here, and we are ready.”
In early March, Meera was filled with
despair and anguish at the thought of
closing her store which, for 23 years,
has played an important role within
both the local community and the
world of writers and book releases.
Like many other businesses, the
thought of shutting up shop was too
painful to bear, so Meera and her team
found innovative, COVID Safe ways to
continue to spread the joy of reading.
Every day, Meera and her team
came up with new ideas and creativity
hit a new level, bringing bookshop
joy to the local community through
an increased online presence and a
regular changing window display.
Meera has been in the store every
day, taking email and phone orders
and greeting customers as they pick
up orders.
Takeaway Books has allowed
customers to phone in an order and

come to the store and pick it up,
even browse a while through the
front window, and have a chat in the
doorway.
“Everyone is happy to see us, it is
such an important distraction at this
time,” said Meera.
There has been strong consumer
demand for books this year, however
Australian Booksellers Association
(ABA) CEO Robbie Egan said, “This
Christmas is vital for the survival
of Australia’s incredible network of
local bookshops, who have done
a wonderful job of getting books
out to their community through the
COVID-19 pandemic.”
“Readers have responded with
amazing support, but this Christmas
will be different as we manage
increased hygiene measures and social
distancing in our bookshops,” he said.
But, COVID Safe will change the
culture and atmosphere of local,
independent bookshops, like Meera’s.
“When we can finally open up there
will only be about three to five people
in the shop at one time and we won’t
be able to stand around and chat like
we used to.”
With many businesses introducing
a delivery model and a general sense
that people may not be quite ready to
brave the busy shopping precincts,

Robbie Egan warns this may cause
more delays when shopping.
“Increased online sales will place
enormous pressure on Australia Post
and other delivery services, so to
ensure we all get the books we want
for Christmas, support your local
bookshop.”
For months, communities have been
supporting their local supermarket,
coffee shop and bakery, and so as
we approach Christmas, it is time to
extend that support to other retail
sectors.
Shopping local and shopping early
will be crucial to the survival of the
small businesses that have stood firm

through this period of lockdown and,
while easing restrictions may see some
stores opening soon, it is important for
all of us to play our part in supporting
local businesses.
COVID-19 may have pressed pause
on the economy but our choices from
this point on will help determine
what the new “business as usual” will
look like.
Whether its gift buying, replenishing
your own stocks, or you are simply
looking to support local and give a
book a new lease of life, remember an
outing down the main street may be
more important than you think.

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to your
design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS
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Wild women
nature

By GLENN JAMESON
Two women
THIS STORY BEGINS somewhere
around the middle of the last century.
One bright, spring day, two women
alighted from the train at Ringwood
station with the aim of walking and
botanising their way to Warrandyte.
Although there were some rewarding
Indigenous plant finds along the
way, it was when they finally reached
the corner of Tindals Road and
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road, they
found a hill top of extraordinary
wildflower complexity.
Jean and Winifred bathed in the
glorious richness of Indigenous plant
biodiversity.
Jean Galbraith was a gardener, writer
and long-time champion of Australian
native plants.
When Jean’s book,Wildflowers of
Victoria, appeared in 1950, it was the
first accessible field guide published
on Victorian flora.
Combining botanical knowledge
with evocative descriptions, her
writing skills made her field guides
accessible (Encyclopaedia of Women
and Leadership).
Winifred Waddell shared these
interests and skills and co-wrote the
book Wildflower Diary with Jean and
Elizabeth Cochrane in 1976.
Jean and Winifred petitioned the
local council with the assistance
of local residents to buy the newly
discovered site and set it up as a
Wildflower Reserve.
Dorothy Rush assisted with raising
funds to fence the Reserve.
I found the Tindals Road Wildflower
Reserve in the early 1980s and spent
many hours there identifying the
wildflowers using my very worn-out
copy of A field guide to the wild flowers
of south-east Australia (1977) written
by Jean Galbraith.
However, the Reserve was in a sad
state, and threatened to be over-run
with weeds.
Through the Friends of Warrandyte
State Park, we petitioned the local
Doncaster Council, and Val Polley and
I met with the Engineer John Prince
about getting some weed work done
there.
I pointed out a cactus that I knew had
been dumped in the reserve several
years ago.
John responded wonderfully and
decisively and soon had a botanical
survey organised which was completed
by Ecology Australia.
The report in particular noted the
invasion of the Reserve by introduced
weedy grasses, Quaking Grass and
Panic Veldt Grass in particular, which
were threatening the survival of its
Orchid populations.
But which way forward from here?
Bushland management or ecological
horticulture (where ecology meets
horticulture) as it was becoming
known, was in its infancy.
The first Course in Ecological
Horticulture in Victoria was run in
1982 at Latrobe University.
It was only in the previous decade
that National Parks managers had

WARRANDYTE
GLASS
All types of
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mirrors, shower
screens
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9879 0373
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Mobile: 0418 369 294

accepted that fire was an intrinsic part
of management.
There was much to learn.
To be a practitioner of ecological
horticulture, an enormous amount of
knowledge is required.
For a start, there are the 400 or
so plants that consist of the local
Indigenous and introduced flora, their
growth periods, flowering patterns,
physiological dynamics, their response
to weather and management actions.
What long term strategy does one
employ to remove the weeds?, what
tools, what techniques?
What planning and coordination
skills are required for this new
profession?
Enter another two women
Systematic observers of the natural
environment the Bradley sisters,
Eileen Burton Bradley and Joan Burton
Bradley, observed in NSW during
the 1960s attempts to control weeds
by slashing and clearing resulted in
rampant weed regrowth, and they
formulated an alternative strategy.
The sisters were keen gardeners and
hand-weeded where they walked,
doing less than an hour a day and
being careful to replace the bush litter
which — they believed — contained
the seedbank for new growth.
Th e y wa i te d f o r t h e bu s h to
regenerate.
They developed the three principles
of the Bradley method of bush
regeneration: work outward from less
infested to more seriously infested
areas; minimise disturbance, and
replace topsoil and litter ; allow
regeneration to set the pace of the
work.
Selected hand-tools were the only
implements permitted.
The Bradley’s opposed the use
of chemicals and criticised the
controlled-burning programme
begun in 1971 by the State’s Forestry
Commission (Australian Dictionary
of Biography).
It’s one thing to have the basic
principles of ecological horticulture,
quite another to be able to look at a
piece of bushland that is a complex
matrix of the ecological functions
of people, plants, soils, seeds,
wind, weather, insects, fungi, birds,
mammals and fire, and devise a
strategy to heal the land and to be able
to work on country and peel back the
degradation that has occurred through
weed invasion, tree clearance and
neglect.
Then two Warrandyte women
Jane Pammer, a keen gardener had
spent a year in Japan as a horticultural
exchange student, before working in
ecological horticulture with Save the
Bush.
Then during the recession of the
1990s, lead a Green Corps Team
through the L.E.A.P. employment
programme at the then Doncaster and
Templestowe Council.
Jane successfully applied for the
permanent position in bushland
management working with the
Council in their Parks and Gardens
Unit as Certified Gardener — Bush
Regenerator.
Jane was managing the day to day
work in the Manningham managed
reserves: Warrandyte Walk, Tindals

HOUSE WANTED
ASAP
Open living house
wanted to rent,
suitable for electric
wheelchair access.
Three bedrooms and
two bathrooms.
Long lease preferred in

Manningham/Nillumbik area.

Call Bruce
0447 047 470

Wildflower Reserve, Zerbes Reserve,
Mullum Stage 1, 100 Acres and others.
Jane began a systematic programme
of weeding and observation keeping a
diary of work completed in each site.
Jane’s tight control of ecological
maintenance programmes, re-visiting
each site on a 10 week rotational
s c h e d u l e, q u a l i t y c o nt ro l a n d
conscientious thoroughness, brought
back the bushlands from the brink of
oblivion, rescuing our priceless natural
heritage.
Today, Tindals Road Wildflower
Reserve is an absolute credit to
Manningham.
This year in particular, it has produced
an exceptional flowering display that
has brought many people the simple
and profound joy of bushland magic.
This was something that could hardly
be imagined in 1985.
Manningham has been a civic
leader in municipal environmental
programmes over the past 25 years;
with a range of integrated programmes
to assist residents protect our
natural heritage, as well as its own
management of bushlands for which
it has responsibility.
The ecological horticultural work
along the Yarra River below the village
called Warrandyte Walk, is the best
example of environmental restoration
of riparian (waterway) vegetation
along the entire length of the Yarra
River.
It is by far more successful than
anything agencies or other shires or
Councils have achieved.
Manningham should be extremely
proud of that achievement.
It is also a tribute to Jane for her
dedicated vision and skills.
In the most difficult of vegetative
zones, they have produced a world
class result.
Many walk past the native grasses and
shrubs without actually appreciating
the difficulties of the site and the vision
and skill required to unearth and
maintain its intrinsic qualities.
Sharon Mason was an intrinsic part
of the bushland management journey
with Jane. Sharon for most of this
time has led a Bushland Maintenance
Crew of skilled ecological gardeners to
implement Jane’s programming and to
join in the discussion, development
and refinement of Jane’s programme
of bushland rejuvenation.

Photos: SANDI MILLER
Together, they implemented an
incredibly successful operation.
Jean Galbraith put her money where
her mind was and donated the land to
establish the first wildflower sanctuary
in Victoria in 1936, in Tyers, in the
LaTrobe Valley — the first privately
donated reserve in the State of Victoria.
The Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists
recorded an extensive list of flora in
the Reserve in 1967, but over time,
many species were impacted by weed
invasion and a loss of interest in
maintaining the site.
This changed in 1999 when an

enthusiastic group of residents in the
Tyers township formed to resurrect the
Reserve and highlight its botanical and
historical significance.
Winifred was responsible for
securing the first wildflower sanctuary
at Tallarook, Victoria, in 1949.
Throughout her nearly 70 years
of garden writing, Jean wrote about
all aspects of garden-making but
remained an indefatigable champion
of Australian flora, ignoring fashions in
plants, and like Winifred, Eileen, Joan,
Jane and Sharon, kept working in the
wild garden that she loved.

HOME SHARE MELBOURNE

Home Share Melbourne is excited to be supporting
Scott to find two flatmates to join him in living in
his incredible home in North Warrandyte.
Scott is a 41-year-old, fun, active and
independent male who has high functioning autism.
Scott is well known in the community and has a
very supportive family.
Reduced rent arrangement in exchange for providing
10 structured hours per week of companionship
and light support.

For further information please contact
Cheryle M: 0404 885 657
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WTC redefining home theatre
AS WARRANDYTE Theatre
C o m p a ny ( W TC ) g e t s
into the swing of treading
the virtual boards in the
Zoom playhouse, ADRIAN
RICE, WTC Stalwart and
co-director of its latest
project 2020 Vision, shares
his experience of remote
community theatre.

“You’re on mute!
“Can you hear me?
“I said…
“That’s it – hi.
“No that’s okay — yes, we can hear
you clearly now.
“Ah, you’re using a phone — Okay
well hold it a little further away if
you can.”
Well no-one expected this.
We will soon be showing our third
online play and after several fictional
one act plays, this one is something
completely different.
Rehearsals are in full swing and
we’re learning more with each
production.
Like who can silence whom, and

how quickly, and when exactly, is
the “Zoom etiquette book going to
be written?”.
And how can we make sure that
our shows don’t get unintentionally
“bombed” by late arrivals to the Zoom
room?
And also, just how rich we’d be
if we’d cashed in all our Super and
invested in Zoom this time last year.
I think it’s official that we’ve missed
the boat.
Speaking of which, I gather there
are actually people planning to go
cruising again as soon as they can —
another mystery.
But I’m off the point…
Staging a play, if we can call it that,
online presents a range of challenges,
and so far we’re managing pretty well
— as is the NBN.
We held auditions online —
spectacularly successful.
No driving, no parking, no sitting
around waiting for the hall/dressing
room to warm up — just a swift hello,
two short monologues and we’ll be in
touch, 10 minutes and painless.
Susan Rundle and I are directing
Emma Wood’s play 2020 Vision –
all about our experiences of the
pandemic.
Online, onscreen, and at the end of
November.

The work is a collaborative effort
with Ballarat National Theatre and
we have nine fabulous actors from
Melbourne and Ballarat.
Rehearsing online can be
challenging especially with nine
people on screen, with inevitable
delays and occasional freezes but,
there also unexpected advantages.
Sit back and you can clearly see all

the reactions on faces, want to watch
someone up close?
Switch to speaker view and if you
have a casting device (not a rod, but
Apple TV or Chromecast), the actors
will fill your TV.
So using Zoom has been innovative,
educational and fun.
But is it here to stay?
Well Zoom is and while we’re

desperately keen to return to the live
stage, we are also sure there will be
some continuing demand for online
delivery of theatre too.
At WTC we will continue to seek
opportunities to innovate with online
delivery and bring new things to your
living room.
Stay tuned and see you in my living
room soon.

Three short acts of virtual dramatics
Warrandyte Theatre
Company has embraced
the world of the couch
playhouse and has spent
the past couple of months
producing a series of play
readings and performances,
conveyed via the medium of
video conferencing.
The Diary’s own enthusiastic
theatre goers and regular
reviewers BB AND HOGGY,
took their comfy seats in
the living room and have
provided us with a review of
WTC’s recent performance
of three, one act plays.

review
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
I thoroughly enjoy one act plays
— quick dips into the lives and
thoughts of others — and these three
plays covered a variety of personal
situations.
Each play ran smoothly in a very
professional and convincing manner.
Plus or Minus 40 Weeks
by Suzi Wilds
From the time a woman is able to
conceive until she no longer can, her
world revolves around wanting — or
not wanting — to fall pregnant.

We saw the woman desperate to
conceive, the woman who definitely
did not want to, the bragger who falls
pregnant so easily, complain about all
its down sides, but can’t help telling
her infertile friend that her husband
only has to look at her and she “falls
pregnant”.
And of course, the very young, the
innocent.
They now have a choice, but it is
a hard one and a sad one and can
devastate a family, whether she does
or doesn’t have the child.
This is the dilemma of all women
and was portrayed beautifully by all
four actors.
Three hours between Planes
by Michael Fiddian
Lovely to see Gabby Llewllyn again
who along with Bruce Hardie found
themselves in a different kind of
dilemma.
We all clearly remember some
people.
Others we might be of relevance to,
but were not so significant to us.
But, we all change over time and it
is possible for any one of us to find
ourselves in a situation like Rachel
and Sam.
I recently heard a story about two
people sitting opposite each other at
a function.
The gentleman finally said to the lady
“Don’t I know you from somewhere?”
Her response, “Yes, we used to be
married!”
Now that is extreme, but also true.
The ease with which this was
performed made you feel as if
you were in the room, privy to a
conversation with Rachel and Sam.
Sam had a teenage crush on Rachel
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and Rachel had a teenage crush on
Sam.
Just not this Sam!
Real World 101
by Emma Wood
Clearly Emma has had
to deal with Centrelink
or some other public
service organisation,
maybe she has even
worked for one.
This play was similar
to Contractions seen
last year.
Although one was set
in a large corporation and
the other in public service,
management in both cases showed
a complete lack of empathy for their
fellow man.
Ned, the non-thinking drop kick
would go along with anything.
Ja k e, a y o u n g m a n w i t h o u t
qualifications, but wanting to do a
job well, was smart enough not to take
the one on offer.
Feisty Nina looked like she would
do the same, but sadly in the end,
just morphed into the superficial,
high flying boss Gwen — highlighted
cleverly when Gwen suggests they
meet for coffee at the “Pro Tege” Café.
The technical problems of the last
Zoom play seemed well and truly
ironed out this time.
With regards to staging, I would like
to have seen the same throw-over on
both couches at Sam and Rachel’s
homes, to bring it together a bit more.
However, I have no idea how far
away from each other Bruce and
Gabby live — and all can be forgiven
in this crazy world we find ourselves.
Great job by one and all, once again.

By DAVID HOGG
WTC has continued its season of
productions defying the current
lockdowns by performing directly
to our homes via Zoom.
In October, we were
entertained with
three short but sweet
Australian plays, all
very different.
Plus or Minus 40
Weeks by Suzy Wilds
had four women tell
their stor ies ab out
pregnanc y from all
different angles ; those
who’d had children, couldn’t
have children, wanted children and
didn’t want to have a child.
Four brilliant actors, Francesca
Carl, Katie Macfie, Simone Kiefer
and Emma Wood; each one relating
their charactor’s very different inner
thoughts, one at a time, with the
cameras hopping between each one.
This play perhaps would have struck
a chord with many female viewers.
Three Hours Between Planes by
Michael Fiddian had us enthralled.
Bruce Hardie played Sam who has
three hours to kill waiting for his next
flight and has decided to look up an
old flame Rachel played by Gabby
Llewellyn now married to a man who
is always away on business; both very
experienced and capable actors.
As Sam and Rachel discuss old times
and photographs over drinks and start
to become amorous, this entertaining
play has a sudden twist when Rachel
discovers that Sam is not the person
she was recalling all those years ago.
A most entertaining play.
Real World 101 by Emma Wood,

not just a playwright but also an
established actor who featured in the
first play this evening, was another
very entertaining but somewhat
spooky satirical spoof involving a
training session in which two young
new recruits are inducted in how
to handle calls at a call centre in a
Government bureaucracy.
Brie Snare and Tony Clayton play
the dominating HR Manager and
her hapless training assistant to
perfection.
Lochie Laffin-Vines and Renata
Levin-Buckland play the two young
inductees, Jake and Nina, in this world
of strained acronyms and baffling
procedures.
The recruits’ responses to their
new world are totally different and
brilliantly captured by these two
actors; Nina compliant and quickly
absorbing the corporate model,
whereas Jake is the hero and the
rebel questioning the complete lack
of feeling which they are expected
to handle when called by people in
distress.
I thoroughly enjoyed this play, which
brought back memories of having to
grapple with strange acronyms in new
jobs, and the frustrations of people
who make phone calls to today’s
help desks.
Congratulations must also go to
WTC for continuing to entertain us
throughout the pandemic, to the
Directors Susan Rundle and Adrian
Rice, and to the “Zoom Keeper”
Grant Purdy who not only has to
control Zoom for the actors during
the performance, but also to control
and monitor the microphones and
cameras of the viewers.
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what’s happening

Skills to Apply for Work
(online course)
Description: This course is designed to assist
people who have been out of the workforce to
apply for suitable employment. Covers Resume
writing, presentation skills and more.
Date: Starting Friday, November 6 (for five
weeks), 9:15am–11:45am
Info: This is a free course, sponsored by Bendigo
Bank. Contact Pines Learning to book your place,
see below for contact details.
Excellence in Customer Service
Description: Learn how to provide a unique
customer experience by proactively anticipating
your customers’ needs and exceeding their
expectations.
Date: Starting Friday, November 6 (for two
weeks), 12:30pm–3pm
Location: Pines Learning,
1/520 Blackburn Road, Doncaster East
Info: Course costs $41 (funded) or $75 (nonfunded). Contact Pines Learning to book your
place, see below for contact details.

Course: Computer for Beginners Level 1
(online course)
Description: Learn the basics of how to use
personal computer in eight gentle paced, step
by step lessons.
Date: Starting Monday, November 9 (for four
weeks), running every Monday and Wednesday,
9:15am–11:45am
Info: Course costs $162 (funded) or $219 (nonfunded). Contact Pines Learning to book your
place, see below for contact details.
Computer for Beginners Level 2
(online course)
Description: Learn the basics of how to use
personal computer in eight gentle paced, step
by step lessons.
Date: Starting Monday, November 9 (for four
weeks), running every Monday and Wednesday,
12pm–3pm
Info: Course costs $162 (funded) or $219 (nonfunded). Contact Pines Learning to book your
place, see below for contact details.
All Abilities – Staying Safe Using Your Mobile
Phone and Facebook
Description: This workshop is for people
with medium to high functioning intellectual
disability. This workshop aims to develop
awareness of risks using a mobile phone and
Facebook and challenges whilst acknowledging
the many benefits.
Date: Saturday, November 14, 10am–2pm

Location: Pines Learning,
1/520 Blackburn Road, Doncaster East
Info: Morning tea and lunch will be provided.
This course is free, sponsored by the State
Trustees foundation. Contact Pines Learning to
book your place, see below for contact details.
Contact
To book one of these courses, for
information about other course at
Pines Learning or to request a brochure
visit www.pineslearning.com.au or call
9842 6726.

Learn to draw realistically (online course)
Description: You will focus on the basic
construction of the head, including proportions,
profile and full frontal portraits, three quarters
and elevated views, texture of hair and features.
Date: Starting Wednesday, November 4 (for four
weeks), 10:30am–11:30am
Info: Course costs $64, concessional discount
available. Visit the Nillumbik Living and Learning
website to enquire and book your place.
See right for contact details.

Return to classes at

Mailchimp e-newsletters (online course)
Description Discover the functionality of this
amazing free online newsletter portal and
marketing platform. The course is designed for
those who are competent with computers and
moves at a pace with the majority of the group.
Date: Wednesday, October 28, 10am–11:30am
Info: Course costs $20, participants must be
competent in using MS Word, managing their
own email and emailing others. Experience with
web browsers and surfing the net is also required.
Visit the Nillumbik Living and Learning website
to enquire and book your place.
See below for contact details.
Sourdough bread making (online course)
This fun workshop will cover basic theory as well
as the tactile pleasure of all the steps of making
bread from milled flour. Suitable for novices and
those who want to expand their bread making
repertoire.
Date: Saturday, November 28, 11am–12pm. Or
Sunday, November 29, 3pm–4pm.
Info: Course costs $20, concessional fees
available. Visit the Nillumbik Living and Learning
website to enquire and book your place.
See below for contact details.
Contact
Nillumbik Living and Learning
www.livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au/
Home, course enrolment also available via
telephone: 9433 3744.

Face-face and FREE social, fitness and art classes.
Classes begin November 23
(restrictions permitting).
See website for more details and to book

Email: info@wnh.org.au | Phone: 9844 1839

warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

upcoming events

Webinar
Introduction to solar and batteries
Wednesday, November 25, 6:30pm–8pm
A free webinar on solar and batteries, run by
Manningham Council and the Australian Energy
Foundation.
Understand how solar and batteries work
Find out how to get the right system for your
Ona Henderson & Syd Tunn’s Open Studio.
home
Creek House Studios, Cnr. Henley Road and Find out about expected savings and payback
Oxley Road.
Understand how to claim the government rebates
Visitation by appointment only.
Tickets: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
Ring 9712 0393 after 10am.
introduction-to-solar-batteries-webinarCelebrating 37 years 1983 – 2020.
manningham-council-tickets-119850284427
Paintings, drawings, prints, art cards.
Appointments in the afternoons, all the way until
Christmas.

Get festive at Bramleigh
Come and celebrate with your family and friends
this festive season with our exclusive summer
series.
Festive season dining under the stars.
3 Course meal of festive delights, bottomless
drinks packages including our signature
Christmas cheer cocktail and endless Xmas
carols playing.
Strictly limited dates and times available for
groups up to 10 people.
Launching November 7, so join the event
to be the first to know when tables open for
reservations.
www.facebook.com/events/1432358776957229/
for details.

Melbourne...On top, on top!

Did you know?
WARRANDYTE DIARY IS THE
“BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER”
IN VICTORIA.
SUPPORT THE PAPER THAT SUPPORTS
YOUR COMMUNITY.
ADVERTISE HERE TO BE SEEN BY
THOUSANDS OF READERS EACH MONTH.
SIZE OPTIONS FOR EVERY BUDGET.

Australian Ceramics Open Studio program
An annual nationwide event that celebrates clay,
community and creativity.
Hosted by The Australian Ceramics Association,
made up of over 100 ceramics studios, potters
open their doors to offer insight, practical
demonstrations and the chance to take home a
handmade piece.
Jane Annois’ pottery studio will be open as part of
the program at 109 Kangaroo Ground Road from
10am – 5pm on November 20 – 21.

#11174

Does your Roof
need Attention?

#530717

Residential roof report & quotation on:
Cement & Terracotta Tile Restorations.
High pressure cleaning Rebed & repoint
Seal & colour resurfacing

All work guaranteed - Fully insured - Pensioner/Senior discount
‘FREE
OZ VENT’
*conditions apply

9897 1688

Our promise is you will be delighted

Est’d 1982
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Catching the Iris virus
gardening
BY KATHY GARDINER
I WAS READING an article the other
day about a beautiful Melbourne
couple who had the little heard of
“Iris Virus”.
The symptoms are they cannot stop
dreaming about, researching and
buying Bearded Irises and planting
them.
I completely commiserate with
them because I think that I have
unfortunately become exposed to it
in the last years and particularly over
the last months.
I think I was first subjected to the
“Iris Virus” when I visited the Bunnings
Clearance Bin and bought a small pot
of sorry looking rhizomes and now I
am hooked.
I love the multitude of colours, the
papery covering around the emerging
plump buds and the shortness of their
flowering.
I am besotted with their entertaining
names from Lily Pond, Wedding Vow
and Hold my Hand, to Saturday Night
Live, Scatterbrain and Badlands.
The “beard” is actually the fluffy
piece at the top of the falls which are
the large petals that hang down at the
front of the flower.
The iris inspired the fleur-de-lis (the
symbol used by French royalty) and is
named after Iris, the Greek goddess of
the rainbow, and aptly so.
From the common purples and white
to the palest of pinks, yellows, russets,
and the deepest of reds, a rainbow
indeed.
I will never forget the irises in Monets
garden in Giverny, what a delight.
There are over 200 cultivars and over
30,000 named varieties of irises.
Bearded Irises (Iris Germanica)
come in varying heights from tall to
intermediate to miniature.
The bigger the better I think.
So beautiful at the back of the garden.
Patersonia sericea, commonly known
as the purple flag, native iris, silky
purple flag or native flag is a species
of plant in the iris family which is
endemic to eastern Australia for those
who love to plant natives in their
gardens.
They are hardy and easy care plants.
Flowering now above strappy leaves.
All irises are great plants for
Warrandyte/Manningham gardens.
They grow from a knobbly rhizome
which is planted just below the soil
surface.
They love full sun and are incredibly
hardy (hard to imagine with their
delicate flower heads that sometimes
grow to a saucer size in width).
Though let it be said that they do not
like being overwatered nor do they like
having wet feet.
So good draining soil is essential.
And for the gardener who is keen on
sharing gifts from the garden, Bearded
Iris rhizomes multiply every year
meaning you will always have some
to gift and swap.
Generally you lift and split them in
February.
Side rhizomes grow from the parent,
these little guys are aptly called
“increases” and even the smallest one
will grow to produce the most beautiful

flowers within a couple of years.
Once it has flowered, a parent
rhizome will not bloom again.
You will need to compost the old
withered rhizomes and replant the
healthy ones from the edge of the
clump, preferably in a different
position in the garden.
When replanting they like to have a
little handful of lime and dried chicken
poo added to bottom of the hole.
Oh and speaking of chicken manure
(poo)…
Everyone loves having chickens in
the garden.
Not only do we appreciate their eggs,
company and entertainment value, but
also their droppings.
Reusing their manure in the garden
is wonderful.
It will take about six to nine months
on average for chicken droppings to
break down and be ready to spread
on the garden.
Mixing it in with their bedding straw
makes a great addition to the compost
heap.
It will need to be turned regularly to
release the ammonia and break down.
Once the compost has decomposed
and is a dark crumbly substance that
smells like soil it is safe to use in the
garden, even on vegetables.
You can make a fabulous liquid
manure using a handful of chicken poo
in a watering can.
Break it up first (either with shovel or
gloved hand), once it’s dissolved and
mixed through the liquid, pop it in a
watering can and water the nitrogenrich solution over your vegies.
Chicken manure is a source of
nitrogen that is useful for your plants
because it helps promote green, leafy
growth.
Nitrogen loving vegetables include
beets, broccoli, cauliflower, Brussels
sprout, broccoli, cabbage, Asian
greens, potato, leek, spinach, rhubarb
and Swiss chard.
To m a t o e s , p e p p e r s , g r e e n s ,
sweetcorn, beans, cucumbers, squash
and okra too.
You can also make a nice soup to
pour over your compost heap by

adding 1/4 bucket of chicken manure
in a bucket of water — mix it well with
a stick.
Tr y not to add fresh chicken
droppings to the garden but of
course the hens will distribute those
regardless.
Chickens will also solve your snail
and slug problems.
Remember to wear gloves and a face
mask when cleaning manure from
chicken coops or using it in the garden.
November is a great month to plant
passionfruit vines too.
Passionfruit vines require consistent
moisture, especially when the vine
is young and when it’s flowering and
fruiting.
Water deeply a couple of times a
week.
Remember to water about a metre
around the stem of the vine not just
the base of the stem.
There are lots of different passionfruit
varieties to be found at our newly
opened nurseries but I still think the
grafted Nelly Kelly black passionfruit
is the most dependable.
Passionfruit also appreciate aged
chook manure (or you can buy it in a
bag from nurseries).
Scatter it about a metre around the
main stem, do this about twice a year.
Like the irises, passionfruit like a
well-drained soil and mulch to protect
the root system from the hot sun.
From when you first plant your little
vine, on a trellis for its tendrils to climb
on, you can expect fruit in about 18
months so you will need to be patient.
Give it plenty of water in well-drained
soil and you will end up with a great
passionfruit vine — a little treat to eat
while you wander in the garden.
I hope that you too succumb to a
“virus” that is as rewarding as my “Iris
Virus”.
I believe the “Vegetable Garden
Virus” and the “Rose Virus” are also
prevalent at the moment.
Anything please.
A virus to make you smile not to fear.
Stay safe, wear the mask, and enjoy
our new freedoms that come to us this
November.

Lawn Mowing And Whipper Snipping
Backyard Clean Up Services
Tree Pruning And Removal
Weeding And Mulching
Hedge Trimming
Property Maintenance
& Odd Jobs

0400 548 468

local reliable experienced

two birds
and a barrow

GARDENING

specialising in natural Australian gardens

Jake Clancy mob.
Qualified Arborist

0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare

0488 994 669

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com
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Child Behaviours
mental health

By STEPHANIE FOXLEY
MCouns, MACA
CHILDREN who are acting out, are
often simply trying to deal with an
issue in their life and may not have the
mental capacity to voice their troubles
in a coherent manner without the
assistance of a professional therapist.
Finding the right outlet for voicing
their troubles can be difficult, but
one of the most successful of these is
through Child Centred Play Therapy.
Play Therapy allows your young
person to simply do that, play with a
variety of toys, board games, sand, play
doh, craft, art or other such activities
while interacting with a trained
counsellor in a safe environment.
As with adults, children need to
feel that they can trust the therapist
and creating a strong therapeutic
relationship with a child can take
several sessions as the therapist
becomes part of the child or young
person’s world.
The therapist or counsellor will
only actively be involved in the play
by invitation, allowing the child or
adolescent the opportunity to lead the
play and discover the boundaries of

the environment in which they are in.
Play is constructive and can develop
quickly or may take time to develop.
Play Therapy is not the only tool that
can be used with this young group of
people, other practices, such as CBT,
Gestalt or other creative approaches
can be equally successful.
Child or Young Person Centred
Therapies do achieve great results
for a range of issues including those
struggling with parent separation
or divorce, abuse or neglect, anger,
fear, sleep issues, trauma, bullying,
self-esteem, grief or loss, attachment
issues, and chronic illness.
When things go wrong at home
or even at school, children will
often blame themselves for what is
happening.
Self-blame can create enormous
stress and anxiety for a child “it’s my
fault”, “mum and dad fight because
of me”, “if I wasn’t here, things would
be better”.
The child or young person can feel
responsible for their parent’s actions
and can often start to react like a
victim themselves, displaying signs of
frustration, anger or even depression
when they can’t fix a situation.
Children too, often reflect their
parent’s behaviours, so being aware
of what is happening in the home
and what might be witnessed by your

young people is really important.
The brain is not fully matured until
a person reaches their mid-twenties;
some even argue that it may even take
longer than that.
What this means is, that children
and young people’s brains are at a very
delicate stage of development and can
be adversely affected by situations that
arise around them.
Behaviours in their later years can be
traced back to a development period in
their young life where they might have
experienced trauma, family violence,
deep grief or other negative situations.
If you are concerned about your
child’s behaviour or notice a change in
behaviour it might be due to a situation
within the household or at school.
As a responsible parent, be aware of
what is going on in your child’s life, ask
yourself if there might be an adverse
situation causing their anger, lack of
sleep, fear, regression, withdrawal from
normal activities, lack of self-esteem,
eating disorders, addictions or copying
other adult behaviours.
When a child experiences a situation
that is emotionally traumatic, they can
find it hard to make sense of what has
happened and generally find it difficult
to voice their feelings about the event,
and so getting professional help is very
important.

Stephanie Foxley is a fully qualified
Counsellor.
She is Medibank, Bupa, Police
Health Fund and Doctor’s Health
fund accredited and a member of
the ACA and CCAA.
0407 921 122
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com

Coronavirus Health Information
Line: 1800 020 080
Kids Helpline 1800 551 800
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 224 636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: 1800 650 890
Health and Human Services:
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Th i s i n c l u d e s c o m m i tt i ng t o
and achieving the goal of zero net
emissions by 2050, transitioning to 100
per cent renewable energy by 2035,
and stepping up efforts to restore and
regenerate the natural environment
which absorbs 41 per cent of current
emissions.
The final report of the Bushfire Royal
Commission has just been released.
It unequivocally acknowledges
that climate change fuelled the Black
Summer Fires and urges strong
action on multiple fronts, including
government measures on energy and
the environment.
The implications of this report
could not be clearer: we need a

whole-of-government approach
to address bushfires AND climate
change, reducing our greenhouse gas
emissions drastically and urgently to
reduce future disaster risk.

Are you ready for fire season?
green edge
By CHARLOTTE STERRETT
WarrandyteCAN

AUSTRALIA’S BL ACK SUMMER
fires over 2019 and 2020 were
unprecedented in scale and levels of
destruction — and they were fuelled
by climate change.
The bushfire season started in winter
and burned 18.6 million hectares of
land (including around 21 per cent
of Australian temperate forests),
destroyed 2,779 homes, and killed at
least 34 people and over one billion
animals.
Estimates of the economic costs are
greater than $103 billion, and nearly 80
per cent of Australians were affected
either directly or indirectly.
For many in Victoria, it brought
back terrible memories and trauma
from the Black Saturday bushfires in
2009 when Australia experienced its
highest-ever loss of human life from
bushfires.
Australia’s Black Summer fires are
estimated to have spewed between
650 million and 1.2 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.
That is equivalent to the annual
emissions from commercial aircraft

worldwide and is far higher than
Australia’s annual emissions of around
531 million tonnes, and more than the
total annual emissions of Germany.
This year’s fire season is predicted
to be normal, with the Bushfire and
Natural Hazards CRC stating that
overall, the influence of a possible La
Niña is expected to reduce the risk of
prolonged fire activity across most of
Victoria.
But this does not mean we can be
complacent.
C RC ch i e f e xe cu t i ve R i cha rd
Thornton said: “It is important to
remember that areas designated as
normal fire potential will still see fires.”
“When the wind is up and the
weather is warm, fires will occur,” he
said.
This is important, especially when
consider ing the links between
bushfires and climate change, where
the number of days each year with high
or extreme bushfire risk is increasing.
Extreme fire weather has increased
since the 1970s in the east and south
of Australia, including Victoria, with
the fire season length extending from
October through to March.
Climate change is now making hot
days hotter, and heatwaves longer and
more frequent, increasing drought
conditions in Australia’s southeast.
Fires typically destroy everything in
their path.
In Warrandyte, which is a high
fire-risk area, they are impossible to
prevent.
But we can reduce the intensity of
the fire when it reaches our homes by
reducing risk from the main causes
of home destruction — embers, heat
and flames.
We can do this by designing our

CFA digital library

gardens to reduce heat and flames
reaching our houses, by creating
firebreaks with gravel or dirt, and
keeping our homes, plants and trees
well maintained.
By preparing properly and having a
fire plan, we can give our homes the
best chance to survive fire, even if we
plan to leave early.
But prevention is always better than
a cure — we have learned this hard
lesson from the COVID-19 crisis.
It is therefore critical that Australia
cut its emissions rapidly and deeply
to join global efforts to stabilise the
world’s climate and to reduce the
risk of even more extreme events,
including bushfires.

WCAN would like to thank
The Climate Council www.
climatecouncil.org.au/ and Project
Drawdown www.drawdown.org/
for source material for this article.
Charlotte Sterrett is a member
of local climate change action
group WarrandyteCAN.
If you’d like to become a climate
change hero, you can find them on
Facebook at: www.facebook.com/
warrandytecan.

Nillumbik plans for climate action
By SUSAN FOREMAN
N I L LU M B I K S H I R E C o u n c i l i s
preparing its new Climate Action Plan
and is seeking community input to help
guide the direction of the new plan.
A statement from Council said the
Climate Action Plan will guide and
inform activity across Council’s services
and facilities.
It will also inform how Council
works with the community to achieve

meaningful climate action.
The statement said: “Community
input is critical to the development
of the new plan to help us better
understand the Nillumbik community’s
priorities for responding to climate
change”.
Council has launched a survey to
find out how the Nillumbik community
understands climate change; what
actions Council should prioritise in

responding to climate change; and
what the Nillumbik community can and
is already doing to respond to climate
change.
The survey will help guide the
development of the new Climate
Action Plan which will outline what
Council will do to reduce its carbon
footprint, build resilience and adapt to
changes in climate, while supporting
our community to do the same.

The online survey, which will be
open until 20 December, is the first
step, with further opportunity for
community consultation before the
Plan is finalised in the second half of
2021.
Council has also commissioned a
telephone survey of randomly-selected
residents to ensure it obtains a broad
and representative view on this issue
from across the Nillumbik community.

For more information on the
achievements of the Climate Change
Action Plan 2016-2020
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/Environment/Climatechange#section-2
To complete the sur vey go to
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
climate-action
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Breathing life into beautiful Melbourne
travel
By CAROLYN ALLEN
LIKE THOSE WHO live in and love
her, the city of Melbourne recently
had no choice but to stand still and
patiently wait.
While the historic images of her
deserted streets will serve as testament
to the crazy time we are living in, it is
so exciting to see our beautiful city
springing back to life.
As emotions run high there is no time
better than the present to visit, soak
in and fall in love with our heartland.
There’s always something new

to discover in Melbourne’s hive of
bustling, creative laneways, with their
covert boutiques, famed restaurants
and hole-in-the-wall cafes and bars.
Bar finds
Give the main street a miss and head
down laneways to find walls covered
with stencil work, lightboxes and
sculptures that point you to the door
of quirky bars.
Check out Bar Americano in
Presgrave Place, Section 8 in Tattersalls
Lane and Croft Institute in Croft Alley.
There are many addresses that reveal
themselves to be velvety jazz clubs and
flashy wine bars, or bare-bone student
hangouts and dimly-lit hideaways.

Old favourites
Tried and true laneway Meyers Place
still hosts the old-school, no-fuss
Italian Waiters Restaurant, while
the Pellegrini’s welcome to Crossley
Street is an institution.
Hardware Lane, Degraves Street and
Centre Place are vying to feed you and
ensure you look the part.
Visual arts
On the off chance that a tiny laneway
isn’t hiding boozy dens or caffeine
lairs, you’re likely to find an everchanging outdoor gallery of street art.
There is a wealth of art to explore
around the city.
Check out the murals, paste-ups and

Nillumbik Shire Council

Free Green Waste
Drop-off Day
Sunday 15 November
8am-4pm
Former municipal landfill,
Graham Rd, Kangaroo Ground
Tree prunings, garden clippings, leaf litter only
Proof of Nillumbik residency required –
rates notice or driver’s licence
This event will operate with a COVID-safe plan

stencils in the laneways off Flinders
Lane between Russell Street and
Swanston Street.
Don’t miss Hosier Lane.
Somerset preening
Menfolk who care about the cut of
their jib should make their way to
Somerset Place for a tidy haircut, beard
grooming or close shave at Captains
of Industry.
Explore the labyrinth
For me, I simply love to wander
around exploring the labyrinth of
laneways; one of my favourites is ACDC
Lane, named after the Australian
musical heroes.
This lane is the physical embodiment

of Melbourne’s love affair with down
and dirty rock ‘n’ roll.
The other one worth a mention is
Duckboard Place, once the place
where World War Two troops came
to let off steam, the lane is now a chic
playground for local foodies, wine
lovers and artists.
There is no time like the present to
get out and fully appreciate an eclectic
culture right here in our own back yard.
Travel well!
Carolyn Allen is the Owner of
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise –
working remotely! Contact them
for a chat about Melbourne on
9844 2477 or
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au
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Warrandyte High welcomes back students
By J. CARUANA
WHAT A STRANGE and challenging
year 2020 has been, and it is not over
yet.
E a r l i e r t h i s m o nt h, w e w e re
exceedingly pleased to welcome
back our VCE and Year 7 students
after a second, long period of remote
learning.
The Year 12 students were treated
to a personalised balloon with their
name on it.
Each balloon was attached to a care
pack which every Year 12 student
received.
How appreciative and pleased the
students were to receive their care
pack which included chocolates, skin

care products, a key ring, hot chocolate
sachets and personalised letters from
both their Year 12 teachers and the
Year 12 Coordinator.
A big thank you is also extended to
the local community for helping to
make this possible.
We were equally excited to welcome
back on site our Year 7–11 students.
They too have done an amazing job
working and learning remotely for
so long.
Indeed, our Year 7–11 students were
treated to a special morning tea to
herald their return to learning right
here at Warrandyte High School.
In addition, our returning Year
7 students found a personalised

note from the Year 7 Coordinator
welcoming them back attached to
their locker, a gesture the students
appreciated.
How happy we all are to have all
of our students once again learning
on site.
Here is the letter our Year 7 students
found waiting for them:
WELCOME BACK
We are so excited to have you back
on site, it’s been such a long time
since we last saw you in person.
Firstly, a big congratulations to
you for making it through remote
learning.
Your resilience and persistence
through the s e tough time s is

something that all your teachers are
incredibly proud of, and you should
be too.
I want to personally thank you
for your efforts through remote
learning and commend you for
your dedication in what has been an
unexpected first year of high school.
It has been a difficult climate to
learn in, so hold your head up high,
and be proud of the fact that you
continued to log into your classes,
submit work and engage with your
teachers and the learning.
Now that you are back on site,
we want you to enjoy this time, to
interact with your friends safely, and
we hope that you can continue to re-

engage in your learning.
Your teachers will be doing their
absolute best to get through the
curriculum and prepare you for
Year 8.
We are living in a new world, so
adorn your faces with your fanciest
mask and remember to keep your
distance and not share drinks and
food.
We are so glad that you are back on
site and we don’t want it to change
because we miss you.
Like always, if you need anything,
your teachers are here to support
you. You just need to ask.
Your favorite Co-coordinator
Mr Mason

Warrandyte PS celebrates book week in style
By KATIE PENHALLURIACK and
KIAH WAQANIVALU
“From there to here, from here to
there, funny things are everywhere!”
THESE FINE WORDS from Dr Seuss
certainly shone through the school
when our students embraced the 2020
CBCA Book Week.
The colourful display created
excitement and delight amongst
students and staff as they came to
school dressed as their favourite book
character.

The CBCA Book Week is a chance
for all school community members to
celebrate their love and enjoyment of
authors, illustrators and stories.
This year ’s theme of curious
creatures and wild minds was
positively portrayed as students
dressed as characters from The Day
the Crayons Quit, Fancy Nancy and
many of our Roald Dahl favourites.
Book week is always a favourite
event at WPS and we look forward
to many more book parades in years
to come.
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Transitioning into 2021
By LIZ FRAGIACOMO
THE TEACHERS at Warranwood
Primary School have been busy
thinking of innovative ways to conduct
engaging Prep transition sessions
online for our newest students who
will be joining our school community
in 2021.
Last week, the Prep teachers

conducted their first online transition
session where the students were asked
to bring along a toy to share with their
peers.
The Prep teachers were so impressed
by students sharing and self-regulation
skills during the transition session and
could not believe how comfortable
they were joining an online group.
This week, parents were invited

to a coffee club catch up to clarify
any questions they had with our
teachers since attending our Prep
parent information evening online.
We are looking forward to next week’s
second online transition session where
the Prep teachers will take students on
a virtual tour of our school grounds and
the Prep classrooms in anticipation for
an exciting 2021.

Thank you, from ACPS
By AMANDA CALLAWAY
TO CELEBRATE THE return to school
after a term of remote learning,
Anderson’s Creek Primary School
wanted to provide each family with
a gift.
School Principal, Sue Dyos, said
they wanted to thank families for their
efforts.
“It has been just wonderful to see all
the children back at school.
“We wanted to mark the occasion
with a gift to say thank you to all
families for working so well together
as a team.
“We also thought it would be a nice
way to welcome families back to school
and let them know how much we
appreciate them”.

Thanks to School Council member,
Volkan Ozturk, an indigenous seedling
was organised for every student and
staff member in the school.
School Council President, Jimmy
Harris, said “Our thanks go to the
Friends of Warrandyte State Park
(FOWSP) Nursery for providing the
seedlings to us.”
“We wanted to source native plants
that would complement the natural
setting here in Warrandyte.”
The gift was gratefully received and
the students enjoyed the opportunity
to help with some planting at home.
With care, we hope these little
seedlings continue to grow and bring
enjoyment to ACPS families.

YEAR 7 2022
Academic and General Excellence

APPLY NOW
billanook.vic.edu.au/scholarship-information

NOVEMBER 2020

Warrandyte Diary 29

School oval upgrade at ACPS
BY AMANDA CALLAWAY
THERE IS EXCITEMENT in the air as the
school community at Anderson’s Creek
Primary School awaits the completion
of their school oval refurbishment.
As it became apparent that the oval
was due for an upgrade, the school
rallied together and put a lot of effort
into raising money for the project.
2018 and 2019 saw great gains as
dedicated families supported their
school and participated in numerous
fundraising events.
School Principal, Sue Dyos, said: “I
would like to congratulate the ACPS
community for its outstanding efforts
and generous contributions towards
our oval project”.
In addition to the funds raised by the
school and generous family donations,
there were a number of important
supporters who contributed to the
funding of this project.
ACPS Business Manager, Deidre
Prior spoke about the community
contributions.
“We have had wonderful support
from Community Bank Warrandyte,
Wa r r a n d y t e R i v e r s i d e Ma r k e t ,
Warrandyte Lions Club and through
our local federal member, Kevin
Andrews’, approval of a Local Schools
Community Grant.
“The partnership between the
Warrandyte Cricket Club and ACPS
began in 2016, when they became
our partner in a grant for our Outdoor
Learning Shack.
“They have joined with the school
once again for the resurfacing and
upgrade of the oval.
“We are excited for the return of the
junior cricketers to the oval for their
Friday night competition,” she said.
A lot of preparation has gone
on behind the scenes at ACPS, to
coordinate the refurbishment of the
school oval.
School Council President, Jimmy

Harris, said the council is thrilled with
the outcome.
“This has been a long term project
at ACPS.
“We have had teams of staff and
parents working together to coordinate
fundraising events, initiate the tender
process and deliberate over the best
contract for our school.
“School council members are thrilled
to see the vision come together and
look forward to seeing the students
enjoy their new oval,” he said.
After speaking with students in the
playground, it was very clear that it
is the students who are most excited
about the completion of this project.
After a long period away from school
due to COVID-19 restrictions, it was
wonderful for them to return to school
and play with their friends and having
a brand new oval to play on will be the
icing on the cake.
Grade 6 student and ACPS school
captain, Tate, said “I think the oval is
going to look great!”
“It will be good for interschool sport
and will be a really great improvement
to our school.
“I have been missing the oval because
I enjoy playing with my mates up there
every day.”
The oval is such an important part of
many students day.
Grade 4 student, Ethan, said “I am
really looking forward to getting back
on the oval.”
“We have been away from school
because of COVID-19 for so long and
now we are waiting for the work to
finish.
“My favourite thing is playing footy
with my friends.”
Grade 1 student, James, said “I’m
really looking forward to playing on
the oval again, it is my favourite thing
to do”.

Alannah, Grade 4, said “It will be
good to have the oval back because I
like to do gymnastics.”
“I’m hoping it feels softer when I do
handstands and cartwheels.”
Silas from Grade 3 said, “I feel great
about getting our oval back.”
“It will be better because I think
we are getting soccer goals and AFL
posts!”
The Physical Education (PE) Program
is very popular at Anderson’s Creek.
Meredith Thornton, PE Coordinator,
said the new oval is an asset for the
school community.
“All our students will benefit from
this great space.
“Many recess and lunchtime games
will be played on the oval; I am never
sure how the students know which
game they are playing as there are
often three or four mini football or
soccer games going on, but somehow,
they know.
“Lots of fantastic PE sessions will
occur, allowing the students to be
active and enjoy the space.
“Outside of school hours, the oval is
often used for football and athletics
training.
“Our interschool sports teams will
play competitively against other
schools in softball, soccer, tee ball,
baseball and cricket.
“I’m really excited, and so are all our
students, as we watch our new oval
come together.”
Ms Thornton went on to say, “We
are so grateful to the Warrandyte
Community Bank in conjunction with
Warrandyte Junior Cricket Club for
their financial support for our new oval
and to our local community for their
fundraising efforts.”
The oval upgrade at ACPS is an
exciting refurbishment at the school,
which will be enjoyed by students,
families and local community groups.

Photos: JIMMY HARRIS
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Painting the town red for cystic fibrosis
By CLAIRE JONES
DID YOU NOTICE an unusual number
of walkers and joggers, all dressed
in red in Warrandyte on Sunday, 25
October?
It was hard to miss Team Gallop’s
mass of 60 individuals and family
groups from 15 local families who
embarked on a mission to paint the
town red!
Team Gallop embarked on their
virtual Great Strides — a fun run and
walk held every October — to raise
awareness and funds for people living
with Cystic Fibrosis (CF).
Usually held around The Botanic
Gardens (the Tan) in Melbourne,
this year’s event was fully supported
by many virtually, with participants
registering and running their own
event locally.
For the 60 or so members of
Team Gallop, this entailed running
the beautiful streets and trails of
Warrandyte.
CF is the most common, life-limiting
genetic condition affecting Australians,
and currently 3,500 people in Australia
are living with CF.
There is no cure yet, but advances in
treatment and care are helping people
to better manage their CF.
CF causes an abnormal build-up of
thick and sticky mucus in the lungs,
airways and digestive system.
Treatment requires intensive daily
physiotherapy to clear the lungs and
airways, countless medications and
frequent hospitalisations.
Warrandyte resident Claire Jones has
a direct connection to CF, through her
son, Jack.
“We first made contact with Cystic
Fibrosis Community Care when our
son Jack was born with cystic fibrosis
in 2007, and we participated in our first
Great Strides event that year.
“It was originally held around

Princess Park in the city and I
remember Jack sitting in the pram
enjoying the view while we ran and
pushed him around the park,” she said.
Karin Knoester, Cystic Fibrosis
Community Care CEO spoke about
how important the Great Strides event
is to the charity.
“Great Strides is one of our biggest
fundraising events.
“It allows us to raise money for vital
services and programs, advocacy and
research for the 1,600 people living
with cystic fibrosis in Victoria and New
South Wales.
“As a not-for-profit charitable
organisation, Cystic Fibrosis
Community Care relies heavily on the
generosity of the Victorian and NSW
public, as well as private donors and
philanthropic sources.
“Currently, only 20 per cent of our
income is provided by various levels
of government, which is why events
like these are so important,” she said.
Great Strides is a family-friendly
event and is a great way to bring people
together.
It is also a good way to remind us
that while CF can sometimes be a
hidden illness, there is a lot constantly
going on behind the scenes in terms of
physiotherapy and tablets taken daily.
“What we take for granted — being
able to go out for a walk or run — isn’t
always easy for others,” said Claire.
2020 has certainly delivered its
challenges, but one of the positives has
been the great community we live in,
which Claire says was reflected in the
Great Strides event.
“We had the biggest number of
participants in our team this year,
even though it wasn’t a typical fun
run event.”
So if you spotted a red t-shirt or two
puffing and panting (or maybe some
were gliding) around the streets of

Warrandyte, it was all in aid of a great
cause.
Team Gallop collectively ran and
walked over 420 kilometres in one
day as part of the Great Strides virtual
event and Claire wanted to give
special mention to Meleah Byth who
completed her first half marathon, as
part of the event.
Information about Great Strides
and Cystic Fibrosis Community
Care can be found via their website
www.cfcc.org.au.

Photos: GAVIN ANDREWS
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contact between players.
Warrandyte will expand further with
the addition of the 8th XI and have
adopted a home away from home to
accommodate the side.
Warrandyte’s cricketers will now
play games in Bulleen, with Bulleen
Park West Oval to host 8th XI fixtures
this season.
Warrandyte has also finalised its
captaincy appointments for the
season.
Club coach Scott Handley will lead
the way for the 1st XI while VicePresident Luke Killey as his deputy for
the Wilkins Shield season.
Last season’s Premiership winning
sides have seen captaincy changes
across the board with last years 3rd
XI flag captain Luke Warren taking
over as 2nd XI skipper following the
departure of Campbell Holland, with
Michael Spence and Isaac Tua joining
him as Vice-Captains.
B r a d Wa l d ro n h a s m a d e a n

By Warrandyte Basketball
Committee
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immediate impact at Warrandyte
coming into his second season at the
club, winning a premiership in his
first season and now taking over the
3rd XI captaincy with Aaron Closs and
Brandon Stafford his deputies.
Chris Jackson will be the 4th XI
skipper this season following their
premiership triumph with Josh Huntly
and Alex Coutts joining him in the
leadership group.
5th XI co-captains Rohan Bansal
and Drew el-Moussali will lead the
side for the third consecutive season
and are set for a significant injection
of experience with 400-gamer Brett
Kline joining as Vice-Captain.
Peter Sharp has been named
Captain of the 6th XI with Rob Fyfe
his Vice-Captain and another VC to
be confirmed.
Club President Bill Stubbs will lead
the 7th XI while Danny Weatherley
and Dave Malley round out the Seven’s
leadership.
In the 8th XI’s inaugural season, Greg
Warren will lead Warrandyte’s newest
team with Royce Jaksic and Stephen
Grocott alongside him.
Warrandyte legend and 1st XI
stalwart Dave Mooney has also been
appointed Chairman of Selectors.
Cricket has defied the odds to get a
start before Christmas and Warrandyte
is excited to get back into a COVID
Normal way of cricket.

TE

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDY TE CRICKET Club’s
return to training on October 29
was unlike any that has previously
happened.
Capped capacity, sanitising
frequently and bags spaced 1.5 metres
along the tennis court end fences
characterised the session.
Following the Victorian
Governments announcement that the
states lockdown was concluded and
non-contact sport could resume, the
clubs players returned on October 29
under the new local cricket protocols.
After much uncertainty on the shape
of the season, cricket in Warrandyte
is back and the excitement at the club
is palpable.
Masks were required when not
bowling, batting or fielding, check in
and check out was required at arrival
and exit and sanitising hands and
equipment
Players will have a swift pre-season
to get back into cricket shape with
the 2020/2021 season to remarkably
commence on November 14.
The season will consist exclusively
of one-day cricket with the First and
Second XI to play white-ball cricket
only, with finals to be determined.
Game day protocols will look similar
to training with sanitising at 10-over
intervals, wearing a mask when not
batting, fielding or bowling and no

Warrandyte Basketball
welcomes new
Sports Chaplain
WA

Warrandyte Cricket Club
welcomes the new normal
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Community Bank Warrandyte
(Bendigo Bank) funding has enabled
Sports Chaplaincy Australia (SCA)
to identify, train, accredit, and place
a number of chaplains into local
sporting clubs.
So, it is with great pleasure that
Warrandyte Basketball introduces
and warmly welcomes our new Club
Chaplain, Brian Devenish.
SCA chaplains are volunteers that
commit for the long term.
As they integrate with a club,
they become trusted confidants
that people can talk to, but also
offer referrals to specialists in the
community when required, to
ensure people who are struggling
have the support they need around
them.
Brian will offer well-being and
welfare support to our players,

members and the wider Warrandyte
Basketball community, and will
help to ensure our club is supported
and e quippe d to handle the
new challenges that come from
COVID-19.
Members of the club, presently,
are able to contact him directly and
once we return to basketball, he will
be at our stadiums during training
sessions and on game days, getting
to know our wonderful community.

Building new facilities for displaced clubs
By SANDI MILLER
CONSTRUCTION HAS commenced
on four sports field upgrades as clubs
make way for construction of the North
East Link.
Works have started at Ford Park,
Binnak Park, Veneto Club, and
Greensborough College, with the new
and upgraded facilities planned to be
completed in mid-2021.
Six new pavilions will be built to
replace infrastructure that has made
way for the project.
In all, 18 sports clubs will have to
move to new grounds.
A statement from NELP said the new
grounds will be located reasonably
close to the clubs’ current facilities and
meet their usage requirements and
other sporting activity needs.
Major upgrades at 19 grounds will
provide football, soccer and cricket

clubs better grounds, increased
lighting and female-friendly facilities.
Works at Greensborough College
were first to get underway, with
upgrades to include a natural turf AFL
and cricket oval with new lighting and
behind-goal netting, a new pavilion
with female-friendly change rooms, a
synthetic turf cricket pitch and a new
FIFA certified synthetic soccer pitch.
The Yarra Junior Football League will
join Ford Park’s other users, Bellfield
Cricket Club and Ivanhoe Junior
Football Club, when the first round of
upgrades are complete in mid-2021.
There will also be more car park
spaces, new public exercise stations, a
multi-use public basketball and futsal
court and play equipment.
The works at Binnak Park will feature
an upgraded natural turf AFL and
cricket oval, electronic scoreboard,

behind goal netting, a new pavilion,
shelters for players and officials,
upgraded lighting, synthetic turf cricket
nets, new concrete footpath surrounding
the oval and more car parks.
Works are also now underway to
upgrade facilities at Veneto Club which
will include a new synthetic soccer pitch,
lighting and change rooms.
To build the North East Link tunnels
and connection to the Eastern Freeway,
some community sports fields and
facilities in the Bulleen Park will be
permanently relocated due to land
acquisition.
These include Boroondara Tennis
Centre and Bulleen Park Oval 1.
The new home for the Tennis Centre
has still not been announced.
Part of the Freeway Golf course along
Bulleen Road will also be permanently
acquired.

A portion along the frontage of Trinity
Marles Playing Fields and Marcellin
College sports fields may also be
temporarily acquired.
North East Link Project is consulting
with Boroondara and Manningham
councils, private schools, clubs, leagues
and associations, facility managers and
other landowners to investigate options
for clubs and facilities that use the area.
Plans for Bulleen Park includes:
• A new three-oval AFL and cricket
precinct at Bulleen Park.
• A new three-field soccer precinct on
Templestowe Road, Bulleen.
• Upgrades to a soccer field at Veneto
Club.
• Relocation of some school sports
facilities at Trinity Marles Playing
Fields.
• Realignment and upgrade of
Marcellin College sports fields.

Changes to local planning schemes
are needed to support some of the
planned moves.
There will be opportunities to view
and comment on a draft Planning
Scheme Amendment soon.
Fo rd Pa rk u p g ra d e s i n c l u d e
overhauling the existing southern
oval with a reconstructed sports
field and lighting, a new pavilion,
boundary fence, timekeepers box
and electronic scoreboard, behind
goal netting and shelters for players
and officials; as well as construction
of new synthetic turf cricket nets next
to the northern oval.
More information can be found
on the North East Link’s website
northeastlink.vic.gov.au/design/
sports-and-recreation

Nutrition: Get clued in on ketogenic diets

fitness
By CHRIS SHARP
YOU MAY have heard of the Keto
Diet, a system used to promote
weight loss by depriving your body
of carbohydrates so you enter a state
of ketosis — burning fat and ketones
instead of carbs.
So, you can avoid arguably one
of the most abundantly available

macronutrients for fear of leaving
ketosis or eat like a regular human.
Let’s take a look at the pros and cons.
The basics
A ketogenic diet is a very low
carbohydrate, high fat diet.
The idea is that your body stops using
carbohydrates (sugars) as its primary
source of energy and instead switchs
to using its fat stores instead.
As with many specialised diets, there
are multiple personalities, nutritionists
and companies who have developed
the ultimate keto plan.
But, generally speaking — and
depending on the plan you follow — a
typical keto diet contains 60–80% fat,
5–10% carbohydrates, and 10–30%
protein.
Keto is a high fat, low sugar diet so
before you embark on this type of diet,
make sure it is medically safe to do so.
In terms of what you can eat, with
the emphasis on low carb, you can eat
pretty much anything which is low or
no carb.
Fatty fish, meat, full fat cheeses,
eggs and green vegetables are good
examples of the types of foods you
can eat.

High sugar drinks and alcohol, and
complex carbohydrates like bread,
pasta, potatoes, and fruit (except
berries) should be avoided when
undertaking a keto diet.
Keto stems from ketosis which
is the process in which your body
starts burning fat due to a lack of
carbohydrates.
The body turns fats into ketones
which it then turns into fuels.
Ups and downs
A diet where bacon and eggs for
breakfast most days may be of great
appeal to some and, prior to ketogenic
diets going mainstream, the system
was used to treat conditions such as
epilepsies and obesity.
Some professionals even quote
studies which indicate the more
consistent and lower flow of
carbohydrates in your system will
even make it easier to control cravings.
However, as most of us typically have
a moderate to high carbohydrate diet,
which our bodies convert easily into
energy, and given it simply take longer
for our bodies to turn fat into energy
— you will experience a loss of energy
while your body becomes used to the

new nutrition routine, while your body
becomes “fat adapted”.
If you survive the initial few weeks,
you then need to consider how this
diet will work socially.
Thankfully, specialist diets are
commonplace, so finding something
on the menu at the restaurant, or when
you are in a hurry, may be trickier —
especially if you have come from a
lifestyle where you could eat anything,
anywhere, without having to think
too hard.
But, like other diets and lifestyle
choices, it is largely a case of
preparation and knowing what you
can and cannot eat and drink.
The long-term success rate of a
keto diet is not good, the high fat
component is hard to maintain and it is
easy to disrupt the ketosis process and
it may then take you a number of days
for your body to restart the process.
Because of this, and the reality that
the fat-loss benefits are not exclusive
to keto.
A true keto diet may also have
problems maintaining their fibre
intake as the easier, high-fibre foods
are also high carbohydrate.

Should you Keto?
The basic principle of eating is to
eat to generate the energy we need to
remain active, day-to-day.
Complex, and often sedentary,
modern lifestyles and an abundance
of easily available foods (natural and
processed), from all over the world,
means it is easy to eat too much of
the wrong thing, or everything and
upset that delicate food in-energy out
balance.
The specific nature of the keto diet
will likely mean that the duration and
benefits are short term, as it is likely
tough to maintain a low/no carb
lifestyle permanently.
As I always say, eat like an athlete
does, create good eating habits, stick
to a healthy macro balance and be
consistent and you will get the results
you want and sustain it for the rest of
your life.
Yours in good health
Chris
Chris Sharp runs rivvaP T at
Advance Fitness in Doncaster East.
0419 553 058
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