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Date set for 2020 municipal elections
By JAMES POYNER
THE 2020 MUNICIPAL elections are set
for Saturday, October 24, as announced
by Minister for Local Government Adem
Somyurek on May 15.
Mr Somyurek also announced that this
election will be conducted entirely by postal
vote.
This will be the first time postal voting will be
used by all Victorian councils.
Voters, councils and the Victorian Electoral
Commission (VEC) have been awaiting
a decision by the Minster after the Local
Government Act 2020 came into effect earlier
this year.
The Chief Health Officer has advised the
Government that it is safe for a postal election
to occur this year.
The 2020 council elections are expected to
be Victoria’s biggest election ever, with over
4.5 million voters enrolled and over 2,000
candidates expected to contest.
Mr Somyurek said it was every Victorian’s
right to have a say on who represents them.
“Victorians’ have the right to a democratic
say on who represents them at all levels of
government.
“By making every vote a postal vote, we’re
ensuring this vital democratic process is
conducted in a safe manner that also allows

for the participation of more voters,” he said.
Victoria’s Electoral Commissioner, Warwick
Gately AM acknowledged the announcement.
“The upcoming local government elections in
Victoria will support continuity of democratic
representation for Victorian communities,” Mr
Gately said.
“The VEC will continue to monitor and
implement advice issued by the Chief Health
Officer of Victoria to ensure the elections are
conducted with minimal risk to the health and
safety of Victorians.”
Ballot packs will be mailed to voters and
will include voting instructions, candidate
information, a ballot paper, and a reply-paid
envelope.
Postal voting is a secret ballot and the voter’s
choices are anonymous.
The VEC reiterated the importance of making
sure all those who are eligible confirm they are
enrolled.
Voters must confirm they are enrolled on
either the State electoral roll or their council
roll before 4pm on Friday, August 28.
Voting is compulsory for all voters on the
State roll electoral roll, and those who don’t
vote may be fined.
The VEC is also taking additional measures
to protect the health and wellbeing of its staff,
the candidates and the public.
This includes provisions to maintain physical

distancing requirements and hygiene standards
at all election offices and count locations.
It is anticipated the adjustments will extend
the time period for finalising results by one
week.
The State Government also indicated
voting packs would contain longer candidate
statements, in acknowledgement of the strict
physical distancing measures which are in
place.
Candidates will also be given guidance on
suitable and safe campaigning methods.
The State Government is also investing an
additional $50,000 to encourage more women
to run as councillors in the 2020 municipal
elections.
Mr Somyurek has also sought advice to
inform Ministerial guidelines to ensure
councils provide more flexibility to support
and encourage women serve as councillors.
“We’re supporting more women to run for
local government and be successful in the 2020
elections as we take another step towards the
goal of gender equality by 2025,” he said.
With many Councils being converted to
Single Member Ward structures across the
State, the 2020 election is certainly going to be
interesting, but at least both members of the
public and those responsible for organising
the election now know when, and how, it is
going to happen.

Manningham to change from three to nine wards
By JAMES POYNER
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL will have nine
wards, instead of three, at the next local election.
Manningham Council announced the changes,
requesting input from the community regarding
the names of the nine new wards.
Council has to submit the suggested name
changes by May 21, through Manningham’s
Your Say website.
The changes were announced by Minister of
Local Government, Adem Somyurek on April 22.
Manningham joins nine other councils across
Victoria who will not only have a new council in
October, but a new representational structure.
Representational structure has been a topic of
debate in the last 12 months, firstly with debate
over making all local councils single member
wards or single ward representation in early
drafts of recently assented Local Government
Act 2020 and dur ing representational
reviews conducted by the Victorian Electoral
Commission (VEC) in 2019.
Given Manningham has just finished a
representational review, and – along with many
other councils — objected to the requirement to
become a single member wards council, it is a
shock that this change has taken place.
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Manningham Mayor, Paul McLeish said:
“Our existing ward boundaries have been
changed by the Victorian Government despite
the Electoral Representation Review, conducted
last year by the Victorian Electoral Commission,
recommendation to stay with the current three
multi councillor wards,”
In early April, the VEC announced their
representational reviews were being wound-up
as part of the new Local Government Act 2020.
When the changes to local government
structure were announced on April 22, Mr
Somyurek said:
“Single member wards support accountability,
equity and grassroots democracy.
“This is about giving people more confidence
in local government, because strong councils
build strong communities.”
It is perplexing why the Minister has decided
to take this action, given that there was such
obvious opposition to a single member ward
system in Manningham, supported by the 2019
VEC representational review which states in its
final report that:
“There was also unanimous support for
retaining a multi-councillor ward arrangement
for Manningham City Council.
“The VEC’s analysis, along with submissions

from the community and the Council, indicate
that the current electoral structure is functioning
well and suits the diverse landscape and
demography of the local council.”
However, with the new structure now coming
into effect in October, Cr McLeish is encouraging
all businesses, residents and community groups
within the municipality to have a say on what the
mandated new nine wards will be called.
“The Minister has now given us just a couple
of weeks to provide a list of ward names for
Manningham.
“We want everyone in our community to share
their suggestions into what our wards should
be named.
“I encourage everyone to think about what
represents your local area in Manningham and
make a name suggestion before 21 May.
“We will then put a recommendation to the
Minister for names of the nine new Manningham
wards, which will come into effect at the next
Council elections in October this year,” Cr
McLeish said.
Jim Poulter of the Manningham Heritage
Council told the Diary he was advocating for a
mix of Aboriginal and Settler names.
We will have more on this story in June’s
Warrandyte Diary.
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ABOUT THE BULLETIN
The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin is produced to accompany its main
publication, the Warrandyte Diary. The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin exists to
engage and inform our readers on the issues which cannot wait until the
end of the month.
The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin is written with the same passion, community
spirit and sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter.
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary
carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character
of the place it serves. The Warrandyte Diary and the Warrandyte Diary
Bulletin reach the communities of Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South
Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood,
Kangaroo Ground and Research.

INSIDE

As we enter our third month of Coronavirus isolation, Warrandyte is settling into the change of routine. Young kids,
and their parents and teachers, are coming to terms with distance education, while the teens in our community
enjoy the almost uninterrupted screen time that isolation affords them. Our frontline workers are doing an amazing
job keeping us safe, well, and fed, while those Zoom-ing into their workplaces are discovering how much more
time you have without the daily commute, and how liberating working in pyjamas can be. However, it is not all
beer and skittles, with many facing financial hardships, increased tension in the pressure cooker of life behind
doors, worry over the health of our loved ones, as well as a sense of isolation as we distance ourselves from those
we care about. See our coverage of Warrandyte’s continuing days of solitude.

Peter
Gardiner
BARRISTER & SOLICITOR

PERSONALISED TAXATION &
ACCOUNTING SERVICES P/L

CERTIFIED PRACTISING ACCOUNTANTS

A SPECIAL PLACE

P.O. Box 143, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Office: 9844 2409
Brian: 0412 011 946
Hien: 0448 012 728

Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River,
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around
1,900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition.
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

E: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au
W: www.ptasaccountants.com.au
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Local legal practitioner since 1989

IT’S TAX TIME
We specialise in
helping businesses

Refer to our new website for more
information: ptasaccountants.com.au
Speak to us now - we welcome
business and personal tax enquiries
Super advice will be provided by Personalised
Taxation and Accounting Services as an
authorised representative of SMSF Advisers
Network Pty. Ltd. AFSL No.: 430062

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue Warrandyte
peter@pgardiner.com

9844 1111
•••

“If ants are supposed to be so hard working how
come they get time to go on all those picnics?”
— Anon

42K Media

Community Media Solutions
Contact James & Sandi
0458 218 380 or 0429 121 969
No project too big or too small.
Great rates for Warrandytians.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the
lands where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin
nation, and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging —
and acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people continue to play within our community.
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ADVERTISING
The Warrandyte Diary and the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin are made by the
community, for the community. They weaves a thread through the rich
tapestry of individuals, community groups, sports clubs, associations and
businesses that make Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special
place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production
costs and associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in
the main publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.
Full Page:
184 x 260mm $366 inc GST
Half Page:
184 x 130mm $238 inc GST
Quarter Page:
92 x 130mm vertical or
184 x 65mm horizontal
$132 inc GST
Business Card Sized:
80 x 60mm $40 inc GST
Preferred positions loading:
Prices on application
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DISCLAIMER
Readers are advised that the Warrandyte
Diary and the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin
accepts no responsibility for financial,
health or other claims published in
a d v e r t i s i n g i n t h i s n e w s p a p e r.
Responsibility for election and referendum
comment in this issue is accepted by
James Poyner.
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3D Printing to help frontline workers
By JAMES POYNER
PERSONAL Protective Equipment (PPE) is an
integral part of the fight against COVID-19,
frontline workers around the world are in
desperate need of this equipment to further
reduce their risk of infection.
But demand is outstripping supply.
However, the drive to produce much
needed PPE is not restricted to businesses, as
highlighted in the May edition, who are finding
new ways to stay afloat and protect frontline
workers.
Innovators, designers and engineers from
around the world are collaborating via the Viral
Response digital platform.
Viral Response part of an open source product
development platform called Wikifactory, has
makers around the world producing protective
masks, UV Sterilisation boxes, ventilators, and
more.
One contributor is Matt Plumber, from North
Warrandyte.
Matt, who usually teaches Digital Design and
Technologies at a Melbourne high school has
been using a 3D printer to print face shields for
frontline medical staff.
The Diary asked Matt, what compelled him
to become involved in the project.
“I had read about the maker community
being involved in 3D printing much need PPE
overseas and here in Australia.
“The media was full of stories of medical staff
not have the correct PPE.
“I just felt that here was something that I could
do to help with the fight against COVID-19.
“It really struck home for me seeing what has
tragically transpired in Italy and Spain.
“Medical personnel were really in the firing
line and, to me, doing all the ‘heavy lifting’ for
the rest of us.
“All I have to do is self-isolate and wait it
out, so here was an opportunity for me to
contribute,” he said.
The printing process is not a quick one,
depending on the printer, it can take between
four to six hours to print the shield component
for one mask.
A 3D printer can cost anywhere between
$300 and $3,000, which aside from the cost

of filament, which seems to cost as much as
printer ink, and the files needed to print 3D
objects readily available online.
This technology has brought
micromanufacturing into the home, which
makes for an incredibly agile manufacturing
industry, which is incredibly beneficial in a
situation like what we now find ourselves in.
“A need is identified, designs can be modelled
in CAD in a matter of hours, prototypes
produced within days and can then distributed
very quickly indeed.
“So, before mass production can even be
ready to roll, thousands of products can be
made available using 3D printing,” he said.
As an educator, Matt sees incredible potential
in a project like this to education our future
workers about using a technology like 3D
Printing to creatively solve real-world problems.
“To empower our kids with the thinking skills
and technical capacity to solve the problems
that their generation will face moving forwards
is vital.
“3D printing is one tool that could make a
difference, this is one topic that I can talk about

for hours!”
Matt’s masks are currently being sent to
The Royal Melbourne and Western Health
hospitals.
Matt and the rest of the 3D printing
community are always looking for more
printers or even donations to fund the cost of
purchasing additional printers and filament.
“If anyone has a 3D printer, then get
printing, to donate money contact :
https://protectourfrontline.org/.
“A 1kg spool of 3D printing filament casts
about $25 and can be bought on Amazon or
from local suppliers, I could always do with
more filament!
“I just bought a $500 printer for this project,
but if there anyone, businesses or individuals,
that would like to support by donating a printer
than that would be awesome,” he said.
Matt has also said, once the pandemic is over,
he will be happy to “hand over” any donated
printers and materials to Warrandyte Primary
School, Warrandyte High School or even the
local Men’s Shed.

By SUSAN FOREMAN
THIS WEEK IS National Volunteer Week (May
18-24) and, despite the COVID-19 pandemic
having caused many volunteer organisations
to have either temporarily closed or severely
reduced their volunteering capacity, Nillumbik
Council is celebrating its community of
volunteers.
2020’s track record of society-breaking events
has highlighted the importance of the volunteer
workforce, and Nillumbik Shire Council Mayor
Karen Egan said the week was an opportunity
to acknowledge the positive role of volunteers
in the local community.

This year’s National Volunteer Week theme
is Changing Communities, Changing Lives.
“It’s important, now more than ever, to
recognise and celebrate the work of our
volunteers — the backbone of our community
— and their huge positive impact,” Cr Egan
said.
“The Nillumbik community has a rich legacy
of volunteerism and it’s been heartening to
see the extraordinary surge in volunteering
during the COVID-19 pandemic, both formal
and informal.
“So many in our community have reached
out to help others while taking care to stay safe.
“For some it’s meant trying new and
innovative technologies to provide help and
support, while for others it has meant a return
to an old-fashioned phone call or handwritten
note in a neighbour’s letterbox.
“It’s also meant some of our volunteers have
had to temporarily halt their volunteering work
to ensure their health and safety.
“This would be particularly difficult for anyone
so committed to serving their community and

their efforts must also be acknowledged,” she
said.
To mark National Volunteer Week, Council
is launching its Diamond Valley Community
Support Volunteer Resource Hub, a partnership
between local libraries, Living and Learning
Nillumbik, Hurstbridge Hub and Diamond
Valley Community Support.
Council would also like anyone who
volunteers in Nillumbik to take part in their
survey, the responses will help Council shape
planning around volunteers in future.
Nillumbik Shire Council also stated they
would like to acknowledge the volunteers
from CFA brigades, VICSES units, Australian
Red Cross and many other emergency service
organisations in Nillumbik who contributed
to response, relief and recovery for bushfires
in Victoria and interstate.

Nillumbik marks National Volunteer Week
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If you volunteer in Nillumbik and
wold like to take part in the survey,
visit:
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/volunteering
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Sharing the love when its needed the most
By SANDI MILLER
BRAMLEIGH ESTATE might be fairly new to
Warrandyte, but it has made a huge impact,
turning the old Alfred’s Homestead into
a beautiful wedding venue that has been
a drawcard for brides and grooms across
Melbourne.
Of course, like the rest of the event venues
across the world, the doors have had to close
for the time being, but owner of Bramleigh
Estate, Mary-Anne Lowe remains optimistic
about the future.
“People still want to get married, they still
want to celebrate love, but they have to wait
to do it,” Mary-Anne told the Diary.
She says she has had 200 wedding postponed,
but she says she has had brides calling her
every week for new bookings.
“We have had a couple of people who have
come and done weddings of just five people on
the day, and then they will come back to hold
their big wedding.
“The ones that have done that have also
booked in for a year’s time on the same date,
so then they have a nice anniversary, so that
is the good thing about it,” she said.
But she says for the event industry as a whole,
it has been very difficult — and the worst part
it the uncertainly of the timelines.
“One moment you hear ‘oh there is going to
be lifting of some restrictions’, and then you
open read an article that says it is going to be
two years away.
“There is no clear direction at the moment,
we just have to sit and wait.
“Thankfully, we have very patient clients,
who are just waiting as well.”
Up until now, Mary-Anne says they have
been able to hold weddings for five people, or
a funeral for 10 people: “But it is impractical to
open the whole venue for five people,” she said.
But it is not all sitting and waiting, while it
is quiet, Mary-Anne has been using the time
to have some maintenance done around the
property.
However, there may be wedding bells at the
end of the tunnel.
Already we have seen restrictions on travel
and group sizes eased, and there is a possibility
that restaurants will be able to hold sit down
services from June.
With this in mind, and assuming COVID-19

Wonga Park CFA volunteers and Mary-Anne Lowe announce Fireball 2020 in July 2019

is contained, events like weddings and funerals
may be able to accommodate more people in
the future too.
In light of this, Bramleigh has announced it
is taking bookings for micro-events.
The team are planning for some events up to
50 people during June, July and August, and
are hoping to offer full scale events after that.
“We hope we will be back open in September,
which is six months from when it all started,”
Mary-Anne said.
She also said that, long term, people are still
thinking about getting married, with people
booking the venue for their wedding as far
out as 2023.
Helping the Fireys
Mary-Anne had donated the venue for this
year’s planned Fireball, however the decision
has been made to postpone that for 12 months.
Fireball’s success is in the contributions
made by its sponsors, local businesses and the
ticket buying public who attend.
Mary-Anne agrees with the committee’s
decision to postpone the event, given the
economic downturn due to Coronavirus.
“I think that Fireball are very committed to
getting that appliance for Wonga Park, so the
best thing was to say ‘let’s do it next year’.
“So that is at least will still have a good
outcome, but they just have to wait 12 months.”
Caring for the community
Mary-Anne’s largess does not stop with
Fireball, she is also a major supporter of local

communty support service, Doncare.
“We have a partnership where we host a
number of their events, similar to Fireball,
which we provide to them free of charge
because they do exceptionally good work for
the community.”
She said when Coronavirus hit, some of
Doncare’s events had to be cancelled.
“One of them was an event they normally
raise a bit of money at, so they are screaming
out for donations,” she said.
As reported in the May’s Diary, Doncare’s
Foodbank is providing food parcels to those
in need, and they are in need not only of
monetary donations, but food items.
Mary-Anne said people have been reluctant
to have to go into buildings to drop off
donations, so she is using her front deck as a
drop off point.
“People can drive up through Bramleigh,
drop it at the door and keep driving out — it is
completely contactless.
“We then take those donations down to
Doncare in bulk.”
Doncare are taking donations of nonperishable items.
“Pasta, tinned goods, toiletries, anything that
can be re-gifted straight out to people in need,”
Mary-Anne said, “it is literally — you give food,
and they give it to those that need it.”
She said charities like Doncare still get the
same money from the Government, but they
have had a massive increase in people looking
for services.

Grassroots sport looks forward to an active future
By JOSH HUNTLY
GRASSROOTS SPORT will receive a $40 million
boost as part of the Victorian Government’s
economic survival package to support the
States sports, tourism and creative industries.
The package will help to “save jobs and ensure
the best experiences are available on the other
side of the Coronavirus pandemic,” including
local sport impacted by the economic impact
of current anti-COVID measures.
The May 13 announcement comes as the State
Government begins to wind back Coronavirus
restrictions and local sporting leagues lay out
“return to play” guidelines.
AFL Victoria slated a potential return to
training, albeit with several restrictions, for
May 25, but the Eastern Football Netball League
(EFNL) will maintain its suspension of club
sanctioned activity until May 31 while return
to training protocols are put in place.
EFNL clubs such as Warrandyte await word
on the status of the 2020 season following a
©Warrandyte Diary 2020

meeting of the leagues CEOs.
While “grass open space” such as unlocked
spaces and parks remain open to the
community for recreational sport and exercise,
a return to full training is not yet permitted
after no exemption has been made for clubs
to return to team-based activity.
This is not likely to occur until protocols put
in place are approved by local council, and at
the current time, Manningham Council has
advised that council pavilions and facilities
will remain unavailable and sports fields are
to remain closed until further notice.
There are currently limits any form of training
to 10 people per group in line with new
Government guidelines.
But rumours of Return To Play protocols
possibly fashioned in the style of those issued
by the West Australian Football Commission
paint a bleak picture for the future of the
season.
These restrictions will also affect the return of
4

Tennis as the courts located in Warrandyte and
Warrandyte South fall under Manningham’s
continued closure of pavilions and facilities.
A notice issued by local Tennis coach Craig
Haslam, confirmed that a return is on hold until
further notice.
Coaching has resumed at their third venue,
St Mary’s Tennis Club in Greensborough, as
Banyule Council has allowed access to the
facility, with COVID Safe coaching procedures.
Craig announced coaching sessions began at
St Mary’s Primary School on Sunday, May 17.
Warrandyte Netball Club could return to
training from May 21 after Netball Victoria
announced that optional club training could
occur at outdoor venues.
Protocols to be adopted under return to
training guidelines include using outdoor
venues exclusively in up to groups of 10 as per
government restrictions and maintaining 1.5m
social distancing.
More to come in next edition of the Diary.
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Health advisory for wild mushrooms

Wet weather producing large numbers of Death Caps and Yellow-staining Mushrooms
By JAMES POYNER
ON MAY 12, the Victorian Deputy Chief Health
Officer (Environment), Doctor Angie Bone,
issued a health advisory regarding the picking
of wild mushrooms.
The advisory follows a number of
hospitalisations and a potential fatality, during
the first two weeks of May, due to people
picking and eating poisonous mushrooms
As reported in The Age on May 13, eight
people were hospitalised, five of which were
admitted to intensive care, with symptoms of
mushroom poisoning.
A man in his 70s has also died, although it is
unclear whether this was due to the ingestion
of poisonous mushrooms or to underlying
health conditions.
Regardless, the advice from the Department
of Health and Human Services(DHHS) is
clear, unless you are an expert, do not pick
and eat wild mushrooms in Victoria and if
you suspect you, or someone you know, has
eaten a poisonous mushroom, seek immediate
medical treatment.
There are a number of common
misconceptions that there are ways you can
test and prepare wild mushrooms to determine
whether or not a mushroom is poisonous, the
DHHS advise that this is not the case.
DHSS say there is no home test available to
distinguish safe and edible mushrooms from
poisonous ones and that cooking, peeling
or drying poisonous mushrooms does not
inactivate the poison.
Recent heavy rains have seen vast numbers
of poisonous mushrooms growing in the
wild, such as Death Caps and Yellow-staining
Mushrooms.
For a number of years, there has been
an increasing trend in foraging for wild
mushrooms.
This trend was highlighted by the Diary in
July, 2016, following a Facebook post about
people trespassing on private property to pick
wild mushrooms.
At the time, the Diary interviewed a number
of experienced local pickers, and experts, to
talk about the trend and the inherent dangers,
exerts from those interviews have been
reproduced here.

Death Cap

Images courtesy
Royal Botanical Gardens Victoria
Foraging for mushrooms is fraught with
dangers, there are many species of mushroom
growing in Victoria and not all of them are
edible, but not all of them will kill you.
A Warrandyte resident, who wished to remain
anonymous explained why Death Caps are
often mistaken to be edible.
“When they [Death Caps] get old they get
a greenish shine to them but when they are
young they look like the mushrooms you buy
in the shops.
“They kill you about six days after eating them
and there is nothing you can do.
“You get sick, you get better, you get sick again
and there is nothing you can do.
“Your kidneys are shot, your liver is shot,
you’re dead,” they said.
This does not apply to all species of poisonous
mushroom but the resident believes that
this black or white view of “eat the wrong
mushrooms and you die” may help manage the
public interest in mushroom picking.
“The stigma is probably a good thing because
it deters a lot of people who don’t know what
they are doing, but there is a huge bit of grey in
the middle,” they said.
Jonathan MacGibbon, from Selby, runs a
small internet-based business called ‘Selby
Shrooms’ (selbyshrooms.com.au) which
specialises in the selling of edible wild
mushrooms.
Jonathan agreed to an interview about wild

Yellow-staining mushroom

mushrooms in Victoria.
“There are probably about 12 or 15 know
species of edible wild mushroom… a lot of
them are introduced species or have come over
with settlers… [these species] have a history of
European consumption so we know they are
edible,” said Jonathan.
In an ideal world, we should be encouraging
a lifestyle which is more harmonious with the
environment and makes use of local produce
— such as wild mushrooms — when they are
in abundance.
However, the world is currently experiencing
a major health crisis, and we all need to
do our part to stay healthy and not put any
unnecessary strain on the health system.
Not all wild mushrooms are poisonous and
freshly picked, edible wild mushrooms are a
joy to eat, but the poisonous ones can make
you very sick, or even kill you.
If you are not an expert, but are interested in
trying edible wild mushrooms, then unless you
know an expert who regularly picks and eats
wild mushrooms, your best bet is to buy from
a supplier such as Selby Shrooms’.
The original story Mushroom Mayhem was
first printed in the July 2016 Warrandyte Diary,
a copy of which can be found on our website.
If you suspect you or someone you know
has eaten a poisonous mushroom, call the
Victorian Poisons Information Centre on
13 11 26

More easing of restrictions announced
By SUSAN FOREMAN
CAFES AND RESTURANTS will be allowed to
seat up to 20 customers from Monday, June 1,
as announced by Premier Daniel Andrews on
Sunday, May 17.
“After smashing through our goal of 50,000
tests in the last week, the results of this data
has given us the confidence we need to plan
to slowly start lifting some more restrictions.
“Informed by the advice of the Chief Health
Officer, I can announce our cautious and
careful next steps.
“The continuing low numbers of community
transmission and the high rates of testing give
us confidence that cafes, restaurants, pubs
and other hospitality businesses can begin
planning for a phased re-opening from the
beginning of June,” said the Premier in his
Sunday morning statement.
The announcement comes during the first
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full weekend of eased restrictions, which saw
Victorians hitting trails, and State and National
Parks in droves.
While this is the news local businesses have
been waiting for, the reboot of “dining out” is
still dependent on how Victoria continues to
track between now and June 1.
“We need to be really clear though: this is not
a done deal.
“These timelines will depend on how we’re
tracking.
“And just as we’ve used evidence to inform
our decisions the whole way through this —
these next steps will be no different.
“If, in the coming weeks, we see a sudden
upswing in community exposures from an
unknown source — we may have to make the
call to delay.
“Similarly, if an initial opening led to a whole
series of uncontrolled crowds or breaches —
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we’d look at that pretty seriously too,” he said.
As per Stage 2 restrictions, venue capacity is
still dependent on the size of the venue and the
four square metre rule, tables also need to be
placed 1.5 metres away from each other, and
this step only applies to sit-down dining, the
public bar will still be closed, for now.
In his statement, the Premier also spoke of
further easing in late June and early July, but
as previously stated — any easing is dependent
on how well the spread of COVID-19 is being
contained.
With a sense of normality on the horizon, it
is vitally important that we all adhere to the
physical distancing measures currently in place
and do not get complacent.
Coronavirus is going to be here for a long time
and it is the responsibility of all to ensure risk is
kept low and any outbreak is quickly reported
and contained.
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