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Heroes on the fireline
Our mighty local CFA Brigades have already had a very busy fire season supporting the efforts to suppress this
summer’s devastating blazes around the country. However, they are not letting their guard down.
With still weeks left of the fire danger period, “hailageddon” leaving blankets of what once was tree canopy on the
ground, and lots of late season growth, it is more important than ever to remain fire ready.
See pages 5–8 for comprehensive fire coverage, as well as our centre spread, which outlines the Gippsland fires
from the perspective of a holidaying local, and meet some of the Warranditians behind the Army Reserve response.
Also see page 27 to read how our local Arts community has dug deep to help affected communities.
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“You might be a golf nut if... you make a few
practice strokes before you sign your name.”
— Randy Voorhees.
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OVER THE HILLS

By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER
THEthings
HILLSchange...
The
more
The Diary’s researches have
taken a peak into the news
archives to see what was
happening in Warrandyte a
century ago, and guess what
they found...?
GENERAL NEWS
Warrandyte Bridge
Reopened
The Melbourne Age
December 24 ,1919

The Royal Automobile Club is advised
that the bridge over the Yarra at Warrandyte
is now open for traffic after being repaired
and strengthened.
It was closed for many weeks, and caused
much inconvenience to all classes of road
travellers, because it is the only bridge
between Heidelberg and Yarra Glen, 12
miles and 17 miles distant respectively by
nearest routes.
Its closure once more demonstrated the

By JOCK MACNEISH

THANK YOU
Farewell!
HAPPY 2020

need for another bridge over the Yarra
connecting Eltham and Templestowe,
because to go from one of these places,
to the other — not much more than three
miles in a direct line — one needs must
travel about 13 miles.

Warrandyte Bridge
The Melbourne Age
February 14, 1920

@folkart.warrandyte

Repairs have been effected to the bridge
over the Yarra at Warrandyte, as a joint
work by the shires of Doncaster and
Eltham, at a cost of £767.
Out of that amount, a Government grant of
£230 has been received, leaving £268 10/ to
be paid by each of the two shires.
As the Government had promised to pay
one-third of the cost of the work, and the
contract price was above the estimate,
the councils interested have decided to
ask the Public Works department to pay
the balance.
News reports sourced courtesy of the
National Library of Australia’s Trove
service.
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local
newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it has retained
its strong community character, being produced mostly by volunteers
with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its
independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards
the people, environment and character of the place it serves. Its
monthly circulation is 3500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.

Advertisers’ forum

Undated Warrandyte Bridge, Yarra River
Photo courtesy Yarra Plenty Regional
Library.

WARRANDYTE

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River,
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site
of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a
number of young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts
tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely
retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation,
and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and
acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people continue to play within our community.

Businesses: How can the Diary help you
engage with your customers?
We will be holding a forum in early 2020 to
discuss how the Warrandyte Diary and local
businesses can better work together.
Email your expression of interest to:
info@warrandytediary.com.au
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Business Card Sized:
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80 x 60mm $121 inc GST
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Design service: We can create your ad. Prices from $30 (depending on size)

Readers are advised that the
Warrandyte Diary accepts no
responsibility for financial,
health or other claims
published in advertising in
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for election and referendum
comment in this issue is
accepted by James Poyner.

NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published Monday, March 9, 2020.
Advertising and editorial copy closes Friday, February 28, 2020.
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Warrandyte the epicentre of wild weather
By SANDI MILLER
THE CLIMATE HAS been at the top of
everyone’s mind this summer, with the
country suffering fire, flood, hail and
dust storms.
While Warrandyte has, so far, been
fire free, we were at the epicentre of
the hailstorm that lashed the area in
mid-January.
In the space of 10 minutes, the
ground was covered in a blanket of
white, trees were shredded, windows
and skylights shattered, and hundreds
of cars were turned into giant golf
balls.
The massive clean-up began
immediately, following a huge effort
by SES volunteers responding to
thousands of calls for assistance
around the area.
Manningham Mayor, Cr Paul
McLeish worked with the Council’s
CEO to ensure the council response
happened quickly.
“I could see that people wanted help
with their clean-up so I pushed the
button to say ‘let’s get it done’”.

Claims for cars, roofs and flooding
poured into insurance companies
— manufacturers of Perspex have
had to scramble to be able to fill the
hundreds of orders from local building
contractors to replace skylights,
pergolas, verandas and greenhouses
around Warrandyte and Donvale.
The Lions Op Shop was closed
for several days after drains at
the Community Centre were
overwhelmed, and water flooded
into the charity shop.
Manager Annie Watkins said that,
sadly, tons of goods had to be thrown
out after becoming water-logged, and
donations were being turned away as
staff and volunteers cleaned up.
She thanked the hard-working
volunteers who rolled up their sleeves
to get the store re-opened.
“They are gold,” she said.
Like many veggie patches around
town, the Community Garden in Police
Street suffered a major setback with
many of its garden beds decimated,
and the greenhouse sustaining an
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Dental Prosthetist, Jacqueline Bell

almost complete loss of glass.
Two days later, just as swimming
pool owners returned their water
to crystal clear, an overnight “mudrain” dropped half of the Mallee on to
Melbourne, as people awoke to rustcoloured swimming pools, birdbaths
and fishponds, and a fine layer of red
dust over any exposed surface.
With weeks of our summer
remaining, of major concern is the
branches and leaves that came down
with the hail, which has effectively
quadrupled the fine fuels on the
ground.
Prior to the start of the fire season,
local Member for Warrandyte, Ryan
Smith, along with others, expressed
concern over the lack of fuel reduction
burning in the Warrandyte State Park.
However, this may be a moot point
with megatons of additional leaf litter
coming down all over Warrandyte
during the hailstorm.
Whilst Warrandyte was pelted and
East Gippsland burned, politicians
continued to debate the necessity for

increased planned burns (see Page 7).
However, Cr Paul McLeish pointed
out that these fires have burnt an area
larger than Tasmania.
“I don’t see how fuel reduction burns
can possibly prepare that scale of land
and how would, for example, the CFA
resource a significant increase in fuel
reduction burning?
“They have to raise their own money
for their equipment now, where are
the volunteer hours going to come
from, where is the equipment going
to come from, how is it going to be
resourced?
“To just issue a blanket, ‘let’s increase
it’ is an ill-considered response.”
Observations from recent fires have
shown that clearing around properties
has been seen to save houses.
To assist with the residents cleaning
up their properties, local councils
joined forces to assist residents to
remove the excess green waste from
their properties, with skips placed at
the Sports Ground and Community
Centre for the week following the

storm, and additional green waste
collected over Australia Day weekend.
Cr McLeish said: “I didn’t know what
Nillumbik’s capability was going to be
like, but I knew we had capability and
if they were lacking, we would be able
to help, so I reached out and went and
did it,” he said.
T h e g a rd e n w a s t e c e n t re i n
Templestowe and the recycle and
recovery centre in Plenty were both
opened up for extended periods for
residents to take their green waste.
Warrandyte CFA Captain, Adrian
Mullens urged residents to remain
vigilant.
“It is not over yet, there is a lot of
summer left, so continue to clean
up around your houses, February is
traditionally our bad time of year.”
North Warrandyte Captain Trent
Burris, adding that with the “milder,
wet conditions there has been a lot
of new growth and summer is not
over yet”.
A l l l o ca l C FA Cap t a i n s have
reminded everyone to stay alert.
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Book your FREE

•Natural looking dentures
consultation
•Emergency denture repairs 9844 4321
•Sports mouthguards

No referral needed, ask about our 100% interest-free payment plans

www.keepsmiling.com.au —11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte
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DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years
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Bridge and traffic issues continue
By DAVID HOGG
THERE ARE several continuing issues
concerning the bridge, its surrounds
and heavy traffic and the Diary will
keep you updated with progress.
Fire Danger Sign
The Fire Danger Sign on Kangaroo
Ground Road on the north side of
bridge has not been operating since
the start of the current fire season.
The Diary discussed this matter
with North Warrandyte CFA following
the Bushfire Scenario meeting in
November.
Their initial enquiries to the Country
Fire Authority(CFA) HQ were met with
the response that, although the data to
be displayed on the signs is provided
by CFA, the actual signs are owned
and operated by Emergency Services
Victoria (EMV).
Further enquiries by CFA and by
some readers to EMV’s ‘Report a
Fault’ line were met with a standard
response that the fault was known but
they were awaiting a part.
B y m i d - D e c e m b e r, w h e n
nothing further had been done,
North Warrandyte CFA members
investigated the matter and found
that the box had not been touched or
opened for many months.
When this was put to EMV they
eventually did attend and reported
back that they could not work on the
sign at its current location due to a
health and safety issue; namely that
there is a new High Voltage power
cable immediately above the sign.
After enquiries from the Diary and
representations from Ryan Smith MP
to the Emergency Services Minister’s
office, we finally received a statement
from Emergenc y Management
Commissioner Andrew Crisp:
“EMV is aware of the current
operational issues with the Fire Danger
Rating sign at North Warrandyte and
is working closely with the Nillumbik
Shire Council, CFA and local brigades
to come to a resolution that meets the
needs of the community.
“The current location of the sign
means it cannot be serviced due to
considerable safety and access issues
and once a new location is sourced,
the Fire Danger Rating sign will be
reinstalled.”
So, that is the current situation, but
it raises further questions.
When the sign was originally
erected in 2014, the high voltage (HV)
powerline was 3-wire and passed to
the west of the now bundled line.
At a very early stage of the bridge
widening project, the HV line was

converted to bundled and re-routed
directly over the sign, and at a later
stage of the project a small gate was
set into the bridge railing to provide
access to the sign.
Where were EMV when all this
was being planned and why did they
allow all that work to happen, or did
VicRoads and Ausnet Services never
consult EMV?
And as it is not working now, should
it be covered up because out-oftowners will come across the bridge
and say “Ah, there’s no fire danger
today!”?
Readers have also reported that the
Fire Danger Sign at the strawberry
farm on the Ringwood Road was was
not displaying the Severe rating on
December 20.
Commissioner Crisp advises “In
relation to the South Warrandyte Fire
Danger Rating sign, during routine
checks all Fire Danger Ratings on
the sign are working effectively and
there have been no reported issues;
but as a precaution a further inperson assessment will be completed
shortly.”
Traffic light sequence
Several people have noted and
commented that the traffic light
sequence at the lights north of the
bridge has been changed during the
last four weeks.
The lights used to work well.
Now, they are causing a build-up of
traffic on Research-Warrandyte Road,
with motorists facing red lights even
when there is no traffic on Kangaroo
Ground Road.
Further, the lights are only letting a
few cars through at a time.
The Diary contacted VicRoads to
ask if there was a fault or if this was a
deliberate change.
A spokesperson for the Department
of Transport stated:
“ I n re s p o n s e t o c o m m u n i t y
feedback, we adjusted the sequencing
of the signals to provide more time
for northbound traffic on Kangaroo
Ground-Warrandyte Road, which has
reduced queuing at the roundabout.
“We will look into whether we can
make any further improvements to
improve traffic flow in all directions.”
So, yes, the current sequence does
mean a shorter green light for drivers
exiting Reasearch-Warrandyte Road,
and yes, it is deliberate.
For the moment, drivers will have
to wait and see if VicRoads deem
the queues on Research-Warrandyte
Road to be too long and make further
adjustments to the sequnence.

Trucks through Warrandyte
Following our December article
Fed-up residents call for Warrandyte
truck ban, and yet another major truck
accident at the bridge, the matter has
been taken further by local activist Ben
Ramcharan.
He and local residents are writing to
VicRoads and members in all levels of
government, calling for:
• improved safety for residents, road
users and pedestrians
• fairness to our hard-working truck
drivers
• minimised environmental impact
• minimised impact on local
character
They have conducted a straw poll
on social media and present a wideranging list of suggestions for solving
the problems, with scores for and
against each option.
The Diary contacted VicRoads and
asked if they were actively looking at
the problem of trucks on these steep
and winding roads, and to enquire
about the status of the 30-tonne limit
on Research-Warrandyte Road, now
that repairs have taken place to the
culvert near the traffic lights.
A Department of Transport
s p o k e s p e r s o n re s p o n d e d “ It ’s
important all drivers, especially drivers
of trucks and large vehicles, drive to the
conditions and make sure loads are
secure at all times.
“The safety of our roads and road
users is our highest priority and we
regularly inspect our road network to
identify any areas where we can further
improve safety.
“A temporary 30-tonne load limit was
introduced on Research-Warrandyte
Road while we carried out works on
the road, and we’re now reviewing
whether this limit will continue to
remain in place.
“Our five-year crash data shows
there has not been an increase in
crashes involving heavy vehicles in the
Warrandyte area,” the spokesperson
said.
Shared pathway
VicRoads have finally erected signs
on the shared pathway on the west
side of the bridge to mark it as such,
a shared pathway for pedestrians and
cyclists.
However, these signs are only visible
to cyclists travelling south on the
pathway, with start and end signs
erected.
There are no signs visible at all to
northbound cyclists.
A Department of Transport
spokesperson tells us “We will review
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the signage for the shared path on the
western side of the bridge and install
additional signage, if necessary.”
Cyclists on
Research-Warrandyte Road
A new hazard could occur on
Research-Warrandyte Road and other
main roads in the area if RACV’s
current, well-intentioned push for
the State Government to mandate
a minimum passing distance for
motorists when overtaking cyclists is
passed.
The proposal would mean that
motorists would legally have to leave at

least one metre of space between their
vehicle and a cyclist when overtaking.
Now that the entire 7.5km length
of Research-Warrandyte has been
painted with double white lines, it
would be impossible for motorists to
overtake a cyclist anywhere on that
road without crossing the lines.
In a case of “damned if you do,
damned if you don’t”, even now
motorists who slow down to 4 km/h
behind a cyclist puffing and panting up
a steep hill quickly get a long queue of
traffic behind them, and find that it is
not long before someone behind them
comes out and tries to overtake the lot.

New speed bumps on Work to begin on Lions Park
Gold Memorial Road
By JAMES POYNER
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL has
installed speed bumps on Gold
Memorial Road to stop cars speeding.
The approximately 2.5km stretch of
winding road bordering Warrandyte
State Park is a mixture of sealed and
unsealed road.
Its proximity to the State Park — and
the animals that inhabit it — its steep
banks, the winding nature of the road
and its, previously, minimal traffic
control measures make it dangerous
for road users.
Leigh Harrison, Director of City
Services said that, following a
traffic management analysis and
complaints to council from Gold
Memorial Road residents, council
installed “two road humps to reduce
instances of speeding on the road.”
The two humps are located near
Gold Memorial Cairn car park.
The installation of the humps
indicates how dangerous Gold
Memorial Road has the potential to
be and the Diary asked council if any
other road improvement measures
were scheduled to take place.
“Council has plans to seal the
remainder of Gold Memorial Road
in the coming months and will
communicate with nearby residents

accordingly,” Mr Harrison said.
With State Park access, and, in 2017,
a small section of the road modified
to accommodate horses, the road is
used by cars, cyclists, pedestrians and
horse riders.
When asked about the general
perceived safety to all users of Gold
Memorial Road, Mr Harrison stated:
“Due to the geometry of Gold
Memorial Road there are some
sections of the road where sight lines
are limited due to bends.
“To address this, Council has
installed advance warning and
advisory speed limit signs along the
entire length of road.
“Signage is designed to ensure that
drivers are aware of and alerted to the
conditions of the road.
“All road users should take extra
precaution when approaching road
bends, this includes vehicle drivers,
pedestrians and horse riders.”
Council has informed the Diary
they will continue to monitor whether
further traffic control measures will
be needed for Gold Memorial Road.
It remains unclear whether the
cost of sealing the remaining 500
metres of Gold Memorial Road will
be charged to residents.

By SANDI MILLER
CONSTRUCTION of the upgrade
of Lions Park in Warrandyte River
Reserve is anticipated to start in April
this year.
Angelo Kourambas, Director of
City Planning and Community at
Manningham Council says the first
stage of works will include landscaping
around the bridge, creating a new
car park, paths, installing fitness
equipment and new picnic tables.
“The masterplan for the upgrade of
Lions Park includes two new picnic
shelters with barbecues, one near
the bridge, and one closer to the play
space,” he said.
This is in addition to the existing
barbecue shelter in Lions Park.
“To allow the space to be used for
cooking and eating and improve
accessibility, the existing shelter will
be updated to include a new barbecue
with two plates that is wheelchair
accessible, together with picnic
facilities,” Mr Kourambas said.
How ever, this is not w ithout
controversy.
Denis Robertshaw of the Warrandyte
Lions Club is disappointed that the
existing barbeque is being replaced
with a smaller one.
“In 1988 Warrandyte Lions raised
money from the community to

construct an undercover electric
BBQ facility with picnic tables in the
surrounds.
“This is a four-burner hot plate unit
with stainless bench top that has
served locals and tourists for 32 years.
“As part of council redevelopment,
they are reducing the four-unit cooktop
to two, at considerable cost, requiring
a complete new stainless top.
“Why this change is happening defies
logic, all four units get regular use.
“Apparently another two-unit BBQ
will be constructed closer to the
bridge,” he said.

Mr Kourambas said that the change
to the existing shelter “has been
considered in light of the facilities
featured in the overall masterplan for
the Lions Park upgrade”.
Mr Robertshaw said that due to
lack of use, Lions are relinquishing
the tennis courts to make way for
landscaping and car parking and
instead will be contributing to a Fitness
Station to be built under the bridge.
“It will be a sad state of affairs if our
original BBQ unit is rehashed, as it was
an initiative under the Bicentennial
Year,” Mr Robertshaw said.
Artist’s impression

Image courtesy Manningham Council
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Local heroes

By SANDI MILLER

OUR LOCAL Country Fire Authority
(CFA) brigades have been working
tirelessly over what has turned out to
be a very long summer.
Commencing with support to the
Rural Fire Service (RFS) in New
South Wales in October, members of
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte and Wonga Park have
joined their firefighting colleagues
around the country.
As discussed in the December Diary,
there were members from all our local
brigades deployed to New South Wales.
Since that time, the brigades have
sent members to the conflagration in
East Gippsland, the Victorian Alpine
Fires, as well as several fires closer to
home — in Plenty Gorge and Sunbury.
Most importantly, the brigades have
retained a contingent back at the
station to protect the local area as our
summer kicks in.
The Diary sat down with a panel of
volunteer officers and CFA station staff
from our local brigades to discuss the
events of a very busy summer.
2nd Lieutenant from Wonga Park,
Luke Summerscales said the CFA
has been busy since September, with
bushfires in Queensland, New South
Wales and now Victoria.
“The NSW deployments were full
on, CFA had 50 trucks and 20 support
vehicles all sent to NSW — and
thousands of firefighters on the ground
all at once,” he said.
He said it was fortunate that the CFA
crews were released from the NSW fires
when they were, just before Gippsland
took off.
Warrandyte member and District
Group Officer (DGO) for the Maroondah
Group of brigades, Shane Murphy told
the Diary that the group currently has
an ongoing commitment in Gippsland.
“We have had 20 rotations of crews
that have gone through there since
December 28.
“They have been a mixture of brigades
from around here, either individually or
as composite crews that have made up
the strike teams,” he said.
He said the crews have b e en
undertaking a range of duties, including
firefighting and asset protection and
have been fairly active during that
period of time.

“Now on top of that, there were a
number of strike teams that went out
on more of a short haul, out for a day,”
he said.
The brigades’ vehicles have been
busy too.
South Warrandyte Tanker has been
out on the fireground constantly since
November 8.
The highest ranking volunteer at
South Warrandyte, 1st Lieutenant
Nathan McDonald told the Diary that
the truck spent time in Grafton and
Singleton.
The truck was on its way back home
when fires in Batemans Bay caused
it to be redeployed to the New South
Wales South Coast, wh ere it spent the
remainder of the year.
After Batemans Bay, it made it
back from there to Seymour where
it received minor repairs by CFA
mechanics before being delivered back
to the station.
“We put in about five hours into
cleaning the appliance, then it was back
on-line for about 45 minutes before it
got shanghaied up to Wangaratta
to form up another strike team,” Lt
McDonald said.
S outh War randyte Station
Officer Peter Nolan said the tanker
was originally crewed by a South
Warrandyte crew in New South Wales,
but when it came back it was used on
about three or four Staff Strike Teams
— one of South Warrandyte’s Station
Officers plus a South Warrandyte
volunteer, who is a staff member in
Portland, were on it.
“We have a photo up there of him
standing in front of the truck, miles
away.”
South Warrandyte’s tanker has been
used far and wide.
“It has racked up a few kilometres,”
SO Nolan said.
Warrandyte Captain Adrian Mullens
explains the trucks and the crews are
two separate entities.
“ The trucks can come from
everywhere and once they have
the trucks together, they become a
resource,” he said.
DGO Murphy adds: “The groups of
trucks that are sent away are always
a similar configuration of trucks, all
the trucks have similar capability, so
if you are used to having a truck of a

similar capacity then you will go away
on a group of trucks that have a similar
capacity — what name is on it doesn’t
matter — it’s a red truck — it doesn’t
even need to be red — if it is a truck
that you have some crews and some
knowledge with, then they make sure
they have someone as strike team
leader that can make sure that they have
the right crews and resources and are
going in the right direction.”
Warrandyte has made great use
of its Slip-On appliance, which was
purchased with the proceeds of the
2016 Fireball.
S o u t h W a r r a n d y t e ’s b r a n d new Forward Control Vehicle, also
purchased with thanks to Fireball has
been at Buchan in East Gippsland as
the Forward Control Vehicle.
“It only had 1,300kms on it.
The morning it went away we had it
serviced at Yarra Valley Toyota.
“So a big thank you to Yarra Valley
Toyota and a big thanks to Fireball,”
said Lt McDonald.
Deployments
North Warrandyte members have
been deployed all over East Gippsland,
from Buchan to Mallacoota with crews
working five-day rotations — with one
day’s travel to and from the fire and
three days working on the fireground.
Some of our local firefighters were at
Mallacoota on New Year’s Eve.
“They were very busy, saved a lot of
houses,” Lt McDonald said.
“The foreshore caravan park had
around 9,000 people so I think by
the time they closed the road about
3,000 people had left and there were
still about 5–6,000 people, and all the
residents that had decided to stay and
defend their property,” he said.
He said the crews had trigger points
for the trucks to fall back into town.
“The triggers were hit pretty early on
Tuesday morning, so all the crews fell
back into the Mallacoota township.
North Warrandyte Captain, Trent
Burris added: “They were told that it
was going to be 24 hours before it got
there and it came in 12”.
Lt McDonald said between about 8am
until midday the crews were flat out,
some working 36 hours straight.
“They were putting out house fires,
spot fires, car fires, whatever was
popping up where it was blowing into
the town.

Photos courtesy: WONGA PARK CFA
“They had a brief reprieve for about
an hour and a half before it went
through another area and popped out
the back and started impacting more
houses on the other side.
“They worked right through that day
and into the following morning, just
going around mopping up, and trying
to put out any of the fires that were still
burning that were impacting on further
properties.
“A lot of good work was done in
Mallacoota,” he said.
Wonga Park 1st Lieutenant Warren
Aikman said he and his crew were
deployed to the Buchan area.
“We worked on road clearing — on
the road to McKillops Bridge — in
addition to patrolling the fire line
around Buchan and assisting local
brigades and residents to eliminate hot
spots and secure properties,” he said.
The volunteers from South
Warrandyte have also been busy.
There have been three rotations of
crew deployed on tankers, with some
members working on the Forward
Control Vehicle either as Driver or
Assistant Strike Team Leader.
Members from South Warrandyte
have been posted to East Gippsland
since late December, working in
Buchan, Bruthen and Mallacoota
“We had a combined crew with
Wonga Park on the Tarneet Tanker in
Mallacoota — trucks were from here,
there and everywhere.
“Some crews were on Eltham Tanker,
then Kangaroo Ground and Tarneet”.
Since their deployment to NSW,
the Warrandyte brigade have been
involved in fires at Plenty Gorge and
were deployed to the fires around
Banalla and Euroa.
Protecting home
Lt McDonald said that brigades have
to be careful when deploying people to
keep enough crews for local jobs and
not to overtax brigade members.
However, he says having staff
manning the station has aleviated this
issue at his station somewhat.
“In years gone by you always had to
consider, who am I going to send away
and who am I going to have still at home
to respond to local jobs because — you
still have a duty of care for your own
community,” he said.

Each of the brigades has sent around
15 members to the fires, which in most
cases is around a half of their active
volunteer firefighter contingent.
Captain Mullens said there is an
impact to families and employers when
CFA members need to be deployed,
especially for self-employed members.
“For people who work in the public
sector they have Emergency Services
Leave, but for the guys that work for
themselves …”
Lt McDonald adding that he and
other members took annual leave to
be able to volunteer for Strike Teams.
“At any one time if you send a crew
away it is usually four or five people
and then if you are trying to send a
changeover crew as well — that is 10
people out of your brigade and that
takes almost a third of your active
members away, especially when you
have come into a season when you
have had NSW deployments in October,
November, December and then we start
hitting our fire season and people are
getting back into work,” he said.
Overwhelming support
3rd Lieutenant Peter Cahill from
North Warrandyte said there has
been an “absolute plethora” of people
expressing interest in volunteering.
The best avenue to register is to fill out
the expression of interest form on the
CFA’s website and that will be allocated
to your closest brigade.
Captain Mullens acknowledges that
it is a very emotional time and people
are keen to pitch in.
However, the best course of action is
let the dust settle.
“And if you are still interested in April
then apply for a recruit course, which
will be run later in the year”.
The danger is not over yet
Captain Mullens advised residents
to “get out and still clean up around
your houses”.
Saying there will be a lot of new
growth after the rainfall.
“February is traditionally our bad
time of the year, and there is a lot of
leaf litter around after the hailstorms
the other day.
“There is a bit of a false sense of
security now that the weather has
cooled off, but it is far from over,”
he said.
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Life savers on the fireline
position to give shocks, otherwise
you let go and he rolls down the hill.”
The ambulance, which responded
from Grafton, took over an hour to
get to the remote site.
“The air ambulance was hovering
over us at about the 40-minute mark
but at that stage they had nowhere to
land, they had to winch in the critical
care doctor.”
Then, after 90 minutes from the
time he collapsed, John was winched
into the air ambulance.
“It was amazing, the paramedics
had arrived, they got him to his feet
and he actually walked to a Police
4WD who drove him down to where
he could be winched out.
“To see him walking after not
looking good for so long was
absolutely amazing,” said Luke.
John spent about a week in hospital,
and then another two weeks on
the Gold Coast to be close to the
specialist cardiac hospital.
Then he was home in time to spend
Christmas with his family — and with
his dogs.
Luke and Jess and John had a
virtual reunion on Channel 7’s
Sunrise program, and there will be a
physical reunion in the near future —
Parks are planning to fly John down
so he can meet up with the whole
strike team.
“There were 18 of us involved in
that rescue and every single person
of that strike team was involved in
some way whether it was guiding
the paramedics into the scene,
holding up blankets, taking over
compressions, every single person
was involved,” said Luke.
The legacy of John’s ordeal is that
NSW Parks Service are investigating
installing defibrillators on their fleet.

Luke Summerscales (left) and Jessica Jacobs (right) with
very relieved Tony Wall a close friend of John Kennedy

Luke and Jessica celebrate after a virtual
reunion with John courtesy of Channel 7
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Luke took the defibrillator from
the tanker and over a period of 45
minutes the pair performed CPR.
“We lost him three times and got
him back — the first time was about
12 minutes where we didn’t have
a pulse, we kept shocking him and
performing CPR.
“I was doing the breaths and Jess
was doing the compressions — we
got him back for a few minutes where
we got a pulse but then we lost him
again, so that was a repeat over a
period of about 45 minutes.
“We ended up utilising two defibs
to bring him back, the first one we
did six or seven shocks over a period
of time at two minutes apart, we had
to replace the pads a few times and
then the defib stopped working, so
we got a second one and did a few
shocks and then we had a third one
on standby — we only had three
defibs out of the five trucks.
“It was a bit of a blur because
we didn’t really know what was
happening around us, until all of a
sudden we had people tapping us
on the shoulder saying they were
here to help.
“There were a lot of things against
us that day — we still had active fire,
so we had nowhere we could get fresh
air,” said Luke.
Luke came up with a clever idea
using the truck’s Breathing Apparatus
sets.
“We opened them up a bit to try and
get fresh air on John,” he said.
Then there was the difficulty of
trying to give CPR on the side of a hill.
“It was about a 40 degree slope,
so giving compressions, trying to
shock him, you are supposed to stand
clear, but we were having to hold his
clothing to keep him in the correct

★ Jock Macneish ★ Graham Dodsworth ★ Chocolate Lilies ★ Alan Cornell
★ Lisa Upson & Vocal Agents ★ Heather & Glenn Jameson ★ Wazukers
★ Michelle Reeves ★ John Milburn ★ Francesca Carl ★ Grant Purdy
★ David Tynan ★ Simone Kiefer & Noelene Cooper ★ Jack Stringer

SO

By SANDI MILLER
DEPLOYMENT TO New South Wales
bushfires saw local firefighters saving
a life in a way they did not expect.
Wonga Park Lieutenants Luke
Summerscales and Rhys Keown,
firefighter Michael Weighell and
Upwey firefigher Jessica Jacobs saved
the life of a NSW firefighter who
suffered a heart attack while fighting
fires near Grafton.
Luke spoke with the Diary about
his life-saving effort during his third
deployment to the New South Wales
fires.
In late November Luke says his
strike team was working alongside
New South Wales Parks and Wildlife
Service.
The Taskforce leader was John
Kennedy, from Parks.
“We were doing a backburn on
Kaloe Mountain and John was giving
Jess some guidance on the fireline
and they were both in some pretty
thick smoke.
“Jess turned away to try and get
some fresh air and John walks away
from the fire’s edge, calls out to his
colleague from Parks and collapses,”
said Luke.
Fortunately for John, Jess is also
a nurse in her civilian life and the
members of the strike team had also
completed a first aid refresher course
only a month earlier.
“Jess and I immediately ran over to
him, Jess checked for a pulse, realised
he had no pulse, and we went straight
into CPR,” he said.
“Rhys was in the truck at the time,
so I called out to him and said to send
a Mayday message.
“Where we were was very remote, so
the only way we were going to get help
was if we were to put out a Mayday.”

SATURdAy 29TH FEBRUARy
2 Shows ~ 2pm & 8pm
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute Hall
Cabaret Style ~ BYO Food & Drinks

trybooking.com/BHUHK
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute

and Arts Association

FEBRUARY 2020

Warrandyte Diary 7

Fuel reduction Sorry, you can’t enter
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
AS REPORTED in December’s Diary,
State Member for Warrandyte Ryan
Smith MP has been concerned about
the lack of fire preparation undertaken
around Warrandyte in the lead up to
this summer.
Prescribed burning (also known as
hazard reduction burning, control
burning or planned burning) has been
a major issue across the country this
fire season.
Experts and media commentators
have debated the impor tance,
effectiveness, and alternative models
of prescribed burning, as well as
learning from Indigenous land
management techniques.
According to a report by Ben Huf
and Holly Mclean of the Victorian
Parliamentar y Librar y and
Information Service, this is not a new
issue of contention but “has been
debated since at least the 1939 Royal
Commission”.
But experience in other parts of
the country has also highlighted the
instance of some of the more intense
fires is not lessened by fuel reduction
burning, however, clearing around
structures has been seen to save
individual homes.
Premier Daniel Andrews said in
January: “I think there’s some good
examples of where land that had been
back burned quite hard — quite heavy
fuel reduction burning only three or
four years ago — burnt pretty hot.”
CFA Chief Fire Officer, Steve
Warrington, said “Some of the hysteria
that this [fuel reduction burning] will
be the solution to all our problems is
really just quite an emotional load of
rubbish, to be honest.”
Mr Smith contends that residents of
Warrandyte, who live in a community
surrounded by the Warrandyte State
Park, have been witness to an alarming
build-up of fuel load on the forest floor
over recent years.
He says his attempts to engage with
the government on information about

pre-fire season preparedness “have
been met with silence”.
“I have repeatedly highlighted the
concerns of my community about the
lack of bushfire preparedness to the
government, but the silence has been
deafening,” he said.
Following December’s report in the
Diary, State Upper House Member for
Eastern Metropolitan Region Sonja
Terpstra provided the Diary with
advice from the Department of Energy,
Environment and Climate Change, via
a Ministerial adviser.
The advisor issued the following
statement:
“Forest Fire Management Victoria
is doing more mechanical treatment
than ever before including mowing,
mulching, slashing and fuel break
construction.”
The statement highlighted that much
of the risk profile is situated on private
land and requires a collective effort
to address.
“FFMV is also working closely with
local government, partner agencies
and private landowners to reduce
bushfire risk in Warrandyte.
“In the Warrandyte area, 66 hectares
of annual fuel break and roadside
slashing is conducted annually, and 10
planned burns have been undertaken
in the last five years.
“Specifically, in Warrandyte State
Park there has been 64 hectares of
treatment delivered, including 33.4km
of fuel break work and 24.4km of broad
acre slashing.”
In 2015, the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and
Planning (DELWP) moved to a risk
reduction target, which means that
planned burning is done in the most
high-impact areas.
This move was informed by the
results of the 2009 Victoria Bushfires
Royal Commission.
For now however, locals are more
concerned with managing the leaf
litter and new growth following the
recent climatic weather.

Traffic Management Points during an emergency

By JANETTE SCHIMLECK,
Cardinia Shire Council
This article first appeared in the
EMERALD MESSENGER
FIRES EARLIER this year raised a
number of questions about entering
roads or areas impacted or potentially
impacted by an emergency event.
Residents queried why some people
could get in when others could not?
Why access changed at various
times?
A number of residents have expressed
their frustration at the process.
Traffic Management Points (TMPs)
are temporary road closures set up
during an emergency.
They are used to protect the safety of
residents, the wider community and
emergency services personnel.
Risks to safety may include:
• fire, flood, dangerous trees
• destruction of damage to roads and
bridges
• traffic congestion for response
vehicles
During an incident, emergency
services continually review the need
for access levels of the TMP.
Restricted access to property,
work, family, or even where children
are being minded in childcare is a
significant concern for many residents.
This article hopes to provide some
information so residents can know
what to expect and to help with
preparation.
It is important to remember that
safety must always come first and
access may not always be granted.
Plan ahead if possible.
TMPs are managed by police but
under the direction of Incident
Controllers (representatives from the
emergency services agency controlling
the emergency).

TMPs can have various access levels
depending on the severity and stage of
the emergency.
Police situated at the TMP will
control access on instruction from the
Incident Controller.
The controller assigns access levels
based on the incident as it unfolds.
The police on site cannot make a
decision outside of this direction,
remembering again safety first.
The table appearing with this article
and the information below has been
sourced from the CFA website.
What are the different levels
of access?
During an incident, emergency
services will continually review
the need for road closures and the
appropriate access levels.
Gaining access
People permitted access at levels
B and C will need to provide correct
identification.
If a person does not have ID or if
they need frequent access, they may
be issued with a wristband.

NO ENTRY

The Emerald Mess enger is a
community newspaper written by
and for the community of Emerald
and — along with other community
newspapers across Victoria —
network through peak body
Community Newspaper Association
of Victoria (CNAV).
The communities of Emerald and
Warrandyte share similar bushfire
risks and the Emerald Messenger has
shared this story with us.
This article has been edited for
publication in the Warrandyte Diary

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT POINT
ACCESS LEVELS

RESTRICTED

Level B
Emergency
Services Only

More information about wristbands
(if determined they are needed) can be
obtained from a TMP or a community
location like a recovery centre at the
time of the emergency.
How do I find out which
roads are closed?
You can find out which roads are
closed in “real time” either online or
via a smart phone.
Go to traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au and/
or download the VicTraffic free app.

Emergency
Services
Safety
Assessment
Teams
Residents and
business owners
(at the discretion
of the Incident
Controller)

AUTHORISED AUTHORISED

Level C
Level B plus:
Residents
Business
Owners
Recovery and
relief services
Accredited
media

ROAD OPEN

Level D
Levels B & C
plus:
Road owners
Employees
Persons
bringing
supplies for
people and
animals

A single ember can spread bushfires as far as 40km.
Burning embers from bushfires can travel up to 40km, starting new fires in seconds, destroying
homes and making escape impossible. If the Fire Danger Rating is ever extreme or above, don’t
hesitate. Leave early.

Plan. Act. Survive. Go to emergency.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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The Forest Fire Danger Rating explained
By DAVID HOGG
AS WE TRAVEL through Victoria’s
fire-prone area, we see the familiar
Fire Danger Rating signs along the
roadside, or perhaps we look daily
at the Country Fire Authority (CFA)
website for the current and three-day
Fire Danger Rating forecast, so that
we can act according to our Fire Plan.
But what exactly do these ratings
mean, and how are they calculated?
What is this magic Forest Fire Danger
Index (FFDI) number which appears
on some signs and is the basis for the
CFA’s rating decision?

Clarification
Let’s first dispel a few myths about
what the Fire Danger Rating is.
The fire danger rating is towards the
top of the scale.
Does that mean there is very likely
to be a bushfire?
No; the Fire Danger rating does not
predict the likelihood of a fire starting.
It predicts how dangerous a fire will
be if one starts.
In a low-range situation the brigades
should rapidly get on top of any fire
outbreak; in a high-range situation a
fire once started will spread rapidly
and be more difficult to control.
The sign says Severe, so is Fire
Danger in Warrandyte today Severe?
Probably, but not necessarily.
These signs do not relate just to the
local conditions; they relate in our case
to the Central fire district, one of the

nine fire districts in Victoria.
The Central district is a huge area and
stretches from Maryborough in the
north west to Warburton in the east;
from Seymour in the north to Lorne
and Wonthaggi in the south.
On December 30, a day rated
Extreme, the FFDI in Warrandyte was
75.16 so the rating was correct for our
area, as it usually is.
However, on January 22, rated Severe,
the FFDI in Warrandyte was just 5.77 or
in the Low-Moderate range.
This was because we in Warrandyte
had experienced severe hail and rains
and the forest floor and canopy were
wet.
Whereas Central district includes
substantial areas in the west of dry,
grassy plains and woodlands that
don’t hold moisture well and are
generally hotter, windier and drier
than where we sit.
Such discrepancies are rare.
In an Extreme or Code Red situation
should everyone leave the area?
Probably, and that is up to you, but
that advice is only for people in fireprone areas such as Warrandyte; it
would be unrealistic and un-necessary
for people in safer areas of Central
district to leave — like Ringwood or
Richmond.
Forest Fire Danger Index
The McArthur Forest Fire Danger
Index was developed in the 1960s by
CSIRO scientist A. G. McArthur to
measure the degree of danger of fire in
Australian forests and is now a key tool
for assessing fire danger in Australia.
Each day, the CFA determines the
ratings for each district based on the
McArthur Forest Fire Danger Index
(FFDI), and each district’s rating will
be the highest rating of all points in
the district.
The index combines a record
of dryness, based on rainfall and
evaporation, with meteorological

variables for wind speed, temperature
and humidity.
The numbers on the Fire Danger
Rating graphic (left) indicate the point
in which the rating level moves up or
down.
When it was devised, it was thought
that the maximum value of FFDI in
Australian conditions would be 100.
However, on Black Saturday in 2009
the FFDI reached much higher than
100, and, consequently, the signs
were changed to include a new rating
of Catastrophic (called Code Red in
Victoria) for FFDI values above 100.
T h e F F D I i s c a l c u l at e d by a

somewhat complex formula which
uses temperature, relative humidity,
wind speed and dryness factor data
to determine the current index and
danger rating.
Specific FFDI figures are not
published on the internet either by CFA
or the Bureau of Meteorology (BoM).
How e ve r, B o M d o e s p ro d u c e
extremely detailed three-hourly
interval forecasts for each town for the
next seven days, which contain all the
necessary ingredients for calculating
the local FFDI and for those of you
interested a spreadsheet is available
to do the calculations.

The best advice is to regularly review
your written fire plan and rely on the
published fire danger ratings and
advice from CFA and Emergency
Management Victoria.
For an explanation of
each rating, and advice as
to what you should do:
bit.ly/WarningsCFA
For the current detailed
forecast for Warrandyte
visit: bit.ly/BoMWarr
David Hogg’s FFDI calculation
spreadsheet can be downloaded
from: tinyurl.com/ffdicalc1

The plight of our koalas has captured the hearts of the world
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NBN rollout — raves and rants
By DAVID HOGG
THE NATIONAL broadband network
(NBN) has finally arrived in Warrandyte
with very positive comments, but
residents and businesses in North
Warrandyte are experiencing the usual
further delays.
Since we last went to press the NBN
has rolled out the new Fibre-to-thecurb (FTTC) technology to most areas
of Warrandyte, except for the central
area between Whipstick Gully and the
Bridge and up Mitchell Avenue.
South Warrandyte is online from the
Bridge as far as Falconer Road.
Most who have connected have done
so easily; a few have had to get support
from their Internet Service Providers
who have quickly resolved connection
problems or in turn arranged for NBN
to fix.
Those who are online are enjoying

much higher speeds of at least 80% of
the 12, 25, 50 or 100 Mbit/sec plan they
have subscribed to; a far cry from the
1 to 8 Mbit/sec previously achieved
with ADSL.
However, within the areas marked as
online on the NBN rollout map, there
are the occasional black spots where
either the NBN “Check your address”
page confirms that they are not yet
online, or the check page suggests that
they are online but their ISP advises
that they are not.
Sometimes this applies to one or two
houses in a street that is otherwise
online.
However, most of the dissatisfaction
is coming from users in those areas
which are not yet online, and as usual,
the dates slip month by month.
These areas include the whole
of North Warrandyte, the central

Warrandyte area around the shops and
Community Centre, and most parts of
Park Orchards and Warranwood.
Note that Kangaroo Ground and
the higher parts of North Warrandyte
north of Pigeon Bank Road and Glynns
Road are not due to get the FTTC
technology.
Users in those areas can connect now
via satellite or wireless technology, ie
Sky Muster
Projected dates for the FTTC areas
are now the second quarter of this year,
although NBN tell us that April is the
probable date for North Warrandyte
and May for remaining parts of Park
Orchards and Warranwood.
Residents have little faith in
any forecast since the original
announcement was made by NBN in
2015 that construction would start in
2017, and be completed in 2018.

Since that time the dates have
been slipping by six months every
six months, and more recently
by three months every three
months.
We asked NBN for comments
on the further slippages to the
remaining areas of Warrandyte,
and a spokesperson explained:
“Unfortunately, there has been a
short delay in North Warrandyte,
however, residents are expected
to become ready for service in
early April this year and will be
notified when they can place
an order.”
On the bright side, residents
will have noted when travelling
through these areas that there
is now much activity, with
contractors in the streets laying
the backbone fibre optic cables.

Ongoing power failures hit Warrandyte
By DAVID HOGG
THE WARRANDYTE area has been
experiencing an epidemic of power
outages over the past two months
and social media has been alive with
comments.
On Christmas Day, a two-hour outage
occurred at 2am due to an explosion
at Brogil Road thought to have been
caused by a possum.
Declan Hepburn reported that he
heard five big bangs and that “roast
possum was on the menu”.
Much later in the morning the area
experienced a further trip reset lasting
less than a minute.
On Boxing Day, a 15 minute outage
affected many homes mid-morning.
On January 4, there was an explosion
at Somers Road just after midnight

(with the associated fire quickly
attended to) and another outage
thought to be due to possums, and
Lena Juross posted that the explosion
“lit up the sky”.
On January 29, there was a two-hour
outage from 1am.
January 30, a very hot afternoon,
gave us very widespread power cuts
at 1:45pm for between five and 20
minutes.
On January 31, another scorching
day, a power pole caught on fire at
Brackenbury and Webb Streets and
most of Warrandyte and some in South
Warrandyte lost power.
Power was restored to most areas
within a few hours, but a few had no
power for around 24 hours.
Although this last incident did

not affect North Warrandyte users,
coincidentally some users in the
Blooms Road area lost one phase the
same evening which again was not
restored until the following day.
Anecdotally, social media suggests
that both the Brogil and the Somers
Roads incidents were due to possums.
Could it be that the new bundled
HV cables are a heavenly highway for
possums to run up and down, whereas
a single wire on the old three-wire
systems were far more difficult for them
to negotiate?
We suspect that the possums are
learning over time how to get around
the new possum guards, as these
had already been installed at Brogil
Road and there has now been repeat
incidents there.

However, the daytime failures cannot
be attributed to possums, so clearly
there is now a big question mark on
reliability of the local network.
For the previous two years, there had
been planned disruptions to the local
supply while the old three wire bare
High Voltage lines were replaced with
insulated bundled cables under the
Powerline Replacement Fund program.
An AusNet bulletin at the time stated:
“To reduce bushfire risk and improve
supply reliability, we’re replacing
s elected 22kV pow erlines w ith
insulated and underground cabling,
and other technologies”.
It now looks as though this program
might have had exactly the opposite
effect as we are now seeing increased
bushfires started by power failures,

Ryan SMITH mp
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with reliability at a lower rate than we
have ever witnessed before.
We have put these questions to AusNet
Services, and Helina Lilley, Media and
Communications Consultant in their
Corporate Affairs section tells us that
they are looking into these matters and
will respond in due course.

28/01/2020 3:50:43 PM

#RUNWARRANDYTE

2020 Charity Partner
Guide Dogs Victoria
WCB - Run Warrandyte
is proud to partner with
Guide Dogs Victoria
this year.
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Locals honoured in

Sandy Jeffs OAM
Mental health advocate honoured
By SANDI MILLER
CHRISTMAS HILLS poet and regular
at Warrandyte’s Grand Read, Sandy
Jeffs has received an OAM in the 2020
Australia Day honours.
While she is known locally for
her literary work, in the broader
community Sandy has been
described as “Australia’s most famous
madwoman”, and therefore, fittingly,
Sandy has been recognised for her
service to mental health.
She has worked with SANE Australia
as a Peer Ambassador and as a
presenter of mental health education
sessions to school students, clubs and
community groups, since 1979.
She has also been an advocate and
Board Member with Schizophrenia
Association of Victoria (now
Wellways), as well as taking to the
stage as a performer in Mad Pride, as
part of the Melbourne International
Comedy Festival.
Sandy also appeared on ABC TV’s
series You Can’t Ask That discussing
her schizophrenia.
Sandy has been a member of the
Women’s Mental Health Network
Victoria since 1988, serving on the
Committee of Management in 2012–
2013, and in 2018 she was made an
Honorary Life Member.
Sandy is on the Victorian Honour
Roll of Women.
She says receiving the OAM is a
huge honour.
“I am touched that someone has
nominated me, they thought well
enough of me to do it, and they have
gone through the paperwork and
had to get the referees and it is a
big palaver to do it, so the fact that
someone has taken the time and the
energy to nominate me is really lovely
— but I have no idea who they are.”
Sandy says she doesn’t know what
this honour might do for her work in
mental health.
“It is uncharted waters for me, I
don’t know what it is going to do, I’ll
just have to wait and see.
“I am not going to go up to people
and say ‘Hello, I am Sandy Jeffs OAM’.
“Actually, I am calling it my OMG!”
she quipped.
Sandy’s journey began in the
Larundel psychiatric hospital in 1976.
“I have been around for a long time,
I sort of call myself a public loony, I
have been a public loony since the
late 1980s.
“I had lots of admissions to Larundel
because I was crazy — I still am.
“Back then… if I said to the staff at
Larundel ‘I am going to publish nine
books, and all of these other things are
going to happen, and I am going to get
an OAM and be on the Honour Roll of
Women and everything,’ they would
say ‘I think you are having delusions
of grandeur, here is more medication
and see how you go’, because it would
sound so bizarre and so improbable if
I had said that back then.
“But here I am.
“It is such a huge distance from
that moment of my life when I was
sitting in A Ward of Larundel, quite
mad, looking like my life had finished
and had no prospects, so it is really
strange.”
Sandy’s parents died nearly 30 years
ago, and she said that she felt sad that
they did not live to see her receive
this honour.
“They died thinking I was a failure.
“They saw none of my books
published, they saw none of my
advocacy, and they certainly didn’t
see me getting an OAM,” she said

Diagnosis with Schizophrenia
back in 1976, she says, was a death
sentence.
“I remember being told by a clinician
at the time that with each episode of
psychosis I would go deeper into
madness from which I would never
recover.
So the prognosis was really, really,
awful, and the pessimism around it
was quite awful too, because it was
such a pessimistic diagnosis back
then — back then it was seen as unsurvivable.
“That sort of pessimism was really
profound and I sort of bought into that
pessimism myself, so I thought ‘okay
my life is over, do I go and top myself
now and get it over and done with?’
“They were really, really grim days
for me.”
Sandy said that her lifeline came
from poetry.
“I started documenting my madness
with poetry.
“I kept writing poems — not that I
showed them to anyone.
“Back in those days you wrote with a
pen and paper, when I wrote a poem
and held that poem in my hand — that
bit of paper was the only evidence that
I was still alive.
“At the time, it was the only testament
to my existence that I had — nothing
else said that I was alive, other than
what I had written.
“I kept writing and writing, and in
1993, when I was 40, Susan Hawthorn
at Spinifex Press, who I knew and
had gone to uni with, said ‘I want to
publish them in a book’.
“So I published my first book Poems
From The Madhouse, and then I kept
writing poetry.
“When that book was published,
overnight my life changed — from
no hope, no purpose, no meaning, to
having hope, purpose, and meaning.
“And also having something to
call myself, which was not just
‘schizophrenic’, but ‘poet’, and having
that new name for myself was so
positive and such a wonderful thing to
have, because it was such an affirming
thing — not that being a poet is such
a career choice in this world!
“So at least I had a positive thing to
call myself, so I kept writing poetry.
“[Now] I have had seven books of
poetry published, plus a memoir,
which did really well and now I
have a new book published which is
coming out in a couple of weeks about
Larundel.
Sandy said, in the late 70s there was
no way she could have predicted her
current life.
“It is such a serendipitous gift, I
don’t know how it happened.”
In the late 1980s, Sandy started
talking publically about having
schizophrenia.
“I was among the first wave of
people with a lived experience talking
publicly about being crazy, so I kept
doing that.
“I have given lots of talks and I have
sat on mental health committees
of various organisations — not that
I am good at committees, I sort
of failed ‘committee 101’, I go on
committees and I try and avoid as
much responsibility as I can”.
Sandy is also a Peer Ambassador
for SANE.
“I have done that since SANE began
in 1985, so I have just been around the
mental health scene forever, so now
my only relevance as an advocate is
that I am a relic from Larundel, I am
historic, I remember the old days.”

Sandy said one of the most rewarding
things that she has done was talking
to primary school kids in the SKIPS
(Supporting Kids in Primary School)
program, which was run by EACH
(Eastern Access Community Health).
“I did 19 years of it, it was a fantastic
program, I have spoken to thousands
of primary school kids with this
program, talking about mental illness.
“However, last year it lost its funding,
which is such a shame,” she said.
Sandy said that the program’s
closure is strange, given the Royal
C o m m i s s i o n i n t o t h e Me n t a l
Health System currently underway
is discussing the importance of
advocacy and informing the public.
“[The program was] educational,
informative for the kids, and they
engaged so well with it, they loved it
when I spoke to them about hearing
voices and having delusions, they
were so curious about it and they
always asked ‘are the voices there
now?’.
“It was always the first question they
asked, it was so funny, they were the
best audience.”
Sandy says her objective is to
raise compassion, respect and
understanding for the mentally ill.
“If I can do that through my poetry
or doing a talk that is all I can hope
for, and that things get better for
people with mental illness, that we
have a better psychiatric system,
we have better treatment, more
compassion and understanding from
the community for mental illness.”
She says the mental health system is
in a “parlous state”.
“The fact that they are having a
Royal Commission into mental health
suggests there is something wrong
with it.
“And if that is so, we need to start
finding ways of making things better
for people.”
She says one of the things
government should be responsible for
is providing affordable and supported
accommodation for people with
mental illness.
“If you are on a pension, you can’t
pay rent in ordinary places, you just
can’t afford it because poverty is a real
barrier for people with mental illness
— why can’t we provide people with
a place to call home?
“[Home] provides you with a chance
to have some stability in your life and
with stability you might be able to
think more than five minutes ahead in
your life, think about having healthy
food, and a healthy environment, and
be sociable.
A whole lot of things follow on from
having a stable place to call home.
“That seems such a simple thing

to do but the government just won’t
provide housing and they just expect
people to survive in poverty, or rely
on friends and family to care for them.
“That’s unfair, that’s immoral — as
far as I am concerned.”
Sandy told the Diary that while the
mental health system has improved
since her dire diagnosis in 1976,
there is still a long way to go in both
the treatment of schizophrenia and
the portrayal and understanding of
mental illness in society, and has
harsh words to say about the media’s
depiction of mental illness.
She says schizophrenia, in particular,
still suffers badly from “PR disasters”,
with all mentally ill people treated as
if they are potential mass murderers,
especially after the Bourke Street killer
James Gargasoulas was revealed to
have schizophrenia.
“I talk about the Gargasoulas effect
these days because there could be 50
fabulous stories of people living with
schizophrenia — living well, doing
well and being law abiding, positive
decent people.
“But it only takes one James
Gargasoulas, where it is revealed he
has paranoid schizophrenia and has
committed a horrible crime.”
Sandy says it is immensely
frustrating as one Gargasoulas knocks
back years of campaigning against the
stigma of schizophrenia.
“No matter how much you say ‘I am
not a monster’ to people — ‘I have
schizophrenia, I am not a monster’ —
one Gargasoulas just trashes all that.”
She says that news reports unfairly
focus on mental health diagnosis
when reporting on stories.
“You don’t hear ‘diabetic murders
mother’, or ‘cancer patient murders
mother’, but you’ll hear ‘schizophrenic

murders mother’, so in the community’s
mind we are dangerous, and it just
frustrates me, because what can you
do to stop that sort of perception being
done by the media?”
She says we need more responsible
reporting “and not just teasing out one
little part of it”.
Outside of the mental health arena,
Sandy is a multi-disciplinary artiste,
who runs regular poetry readings at
the Christmas Hills Hall, and plays
violin and viola in the Christmas Hills
Orchestral Players (CHOPS) and the
Footscray Gypsy Orchestra (FGO).
“I love it, I play fiddle, FGO plays
music I have never thought I would
play, Klezmer, Macedonian, Greek,
Jewish, it is a whole lot of world music,
never thought I would play that sort
of music but here I am playing it — it
is fun!”
Her other great love is field hockey,
where she takes to the pitch for PEGS
(Penleigh and Essendon Grammar
School).
“I love hockey, I have gone from the
forward line to the back line to the
goalie — because I hurt my Achilles
four or five years ago, so I can’t run on
the field anymore.
“I thought how can I keep my hockey
life alive, so I am the old fart goalie,
and I love it.
“Last year I had a cracker of a year, I
came third in the best and fairest in the
open age team, got Most Improved,”
she said.
Sandy has written seven books of
poetry; a memoir, Flying with Paper
Wings; her new book with co-author
Margaret Leggatt on Larundel, Out of
the Madhouse: from asylums to caring
community? is due to be launched at
the end of February, published by
Arcadia.
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Australia Day Awards

Celebration of our volunteers

By SANDI MILLER
JANUARY 26 saw the presentation of
the Menzies Australia Day Community
Awards for 2020 and at the same time,
Nillumbik Council was presenting its
Community Awards.
Menzies awards
Presented by Federal Member
for Menzies, Kevin Andrews at the
Manningham Civic Centre, several
hundred people gathered to celebrate
46 selfless local volunteers and two
noteworthy community organisations.
There were four members of the
Warrandyte community to receive
awards, along with a Kangaroo Ground
recipient, who we acknowledge here.
Ke v i n A n d r e w s s p o k e o f t h e
achievements of Australia as a nation
“in defiance of the tyranny of distance,
and the sometimes-harsh landscape we
inhabit, our sense of equality embedded
in the Australia larrikin spirit” and gave
praise to the solidarity to support the
community shown through mateship.
“We witness this in the unfailing
dedication of our firefighters once
again, often in the face of great danger.
“We honour here today a group of
individuals who in different guises, in
different stages of life, in a variety of
activities, have sought to contribute to
the community.
“We acknowledge them, we encourage
them, and we thank them.”
Manningham Mayor Paul McLeish
told the Diary that the great thing
about the Menzies awards is that they
recognise the volunteers who are giving
selflessly in our community.
“To have them recognised in any way
is a wonderful thing, because they are
the hard-working people”.
The following locals were honoured
for their contribution to the Menzies
community:
Delwyn Caulfield is the secretary of
the Warrandyte branch of the Returned
Services League (RSL).
S h e u t i l i s e s h e r w e l l - re f i n e d
management and organisational skills
to make the branch relevant not only to
veterans, but the broader Warrandyte
community.
Delwyn ensures that the traditional
remembrance activities are finely
executed, and that the club caters for
numerous private functions, along with
the popular Bands by the Bridge events.
A volunteer since 2015, Delwyn’s fine
contributions to the Warrandyte RSL
has been exemplary.
Ian Hook, simply, epitomises the very
definition of volunteer!
He has volunteered for the Warrandyte
Football Club for 50 years.
Ian is critical to match day operations.
In addition, he assists with the
organisation of player meals on
Thursday training nights, and bakes
a cake for the opposing team at every
home game.
He has been doing all of this quietly,
and without fanfare for all of these
years.
Furthermore, Ian has been the
Warrandyte High School crossing
supervisor for 18 years.
He can always be seen with a friendly
smile and a wave to staff, students and
passers-by.
Ian represents the true quality of our
Menzies community.
Ross McDonald has been involved in
the Friends of Kangaroo Ground War
Memorial Park and on the Committee
for the last six years.
He assisted in the group’s first
Remembrance Day and Anzac Day
Services in 2014 and those that have
followed.
He also spoke at the recent
Remembrance Day Ser vice in
November 2019.
Ross is a recent Past President of the
Rotary Club of Eltham and organised
financial assistance for the renovations
to the Old Caretakers Cottage, which
was built in 1927.

During 2019, Ross has been
coordinating a tourism organisation
that is bringing international groups of
up to 20 to visit the Kangaroo Ground
War Memorial Park and the nearby
GAWA Trail.
David Rosenwax has been a member
of the Rotary Club of Manningham
since 2009.
He had previously served as the club’s
Youth Director, and is now the club’s
Rotaract in Interact Club coordinator,
within with East Doncaster Secondary
College since 2013.
David has also volunteered at the Cub
Scouts of Warrandyte as both a leader
and supporter for a period of ten years.
David is now self-employed, being
the Managing Director of local business
Ace Filters, which has a large local and
international market.
Andrew Yen has excelled as the
Scout Leader in Warrandyte for the last
seven years, focussing on adventurous
activities such as canoeing, sailing,
abseiling, rock climbing and hiking.
He has also inspired the Warrandyte
Scouts to attend Jamboree in New
South Wales, South Australia, New
Zealand and Norway.
Andrew represents Scouting at both
Manningham District level as well as
State level as an instructor.
Through his natural and infectious
style of leadership, Andrew has
enriched the lives of many of our youth
in the Menzies community.
The 2020 Menzies Perpetual Award
was presented to the community group
Manningham Promoting Character.
Mr Andrews said the organisation’s
vision for the community was to create
a safer and more caring and more
cooperative community for all people
and for all activities by promoting good
character.
“It is through the ongoing work in
the community that has encouraged
people to do their best but to allow
them to gain the recognition they
deserve.
“Today the organisation and those
who worked in it also deserve such
recognition,” Mr Andrews said.
The 2020 Community Organisation
Award went to the Eltham Men’s Shed.
Mr Andrews said the Eltham Men’s
Shed has become a home away from
home as well as giving back to the
community through various projects.
Established in 2014, the Eltham
Men’s Shed has become a thriving
organisation.
Originally housed at the Judge Book
memorial village, Nillumbik Shire
Council offered the group new premises
in Wattletree Road, North Eltham in
2018 due to the growing membership
base of around 120 men.
The Men’s Shed enables men,
regardless of their ability or background,
to learn new skills and to develop
old ones, as well as have a bit of fun
while providing benefits to the wider
community in projects such as bicycle
maintenance and recycling, with bikes
donated to deserving children, families
and groups.
The Diary caught up with several
of the award recipients following the
ceremony, Andrew Yen said he was
“very proud, very excited” to receive
the award.
Andrew told the Diary that the
awards were an important way for the
community to express gratitude to all
of those who contribute.
He said he thinks the concept of
saying thank you is really important.
“I encourage my Scouts to say thanks,
so I think, as a concept, saying thanks is
encouraging people to be grateful, and
I think being grateful is a good thing in
the community.
“[Scouting] has been a fun to make
contribution to the community, you
don’t need the recognition, you just
do what you do to give to the kids,”
Andrew said.
David Rosenwax says he finds the fuss

a bit embarrassing.
“You do it because you want to do it,
and I do it for myself.
“In many ways it is like a selfish thing,
because I feel good that I am doing it,
but I don’t want the recognition for it.
Ian Hook said he was very honoured
and humbled by the award, and says he
loves helping everybody at the club and
at the crossing.
“50 years (at the club) is a long time
and it’s been amazing,” he said.
Delwyn Caulfield was unable to
attend the ceremony, but local canine
identity and fellow RSL member Zeus
received the award on Del’s behalf.
The event was followed by a barbeque,
laid on by Manningham City Council
and a citizenship ceremony where
120 people became newly minted
Australian citizens.
Manningham City Council will hold
their civic awards ceremony in May.
Nillumbik awards
Nillumbik Shire Council recognised
residents of the Shire for their service
to the community.
Mayor Karen Egan said Council
was proud to recognise the efforts of
some of our most community-minded
residents.
“While our winners have contributed
in different ways and through different
means, the positive impact they have
had — and continue to have — on
our Shire is a testament to Nillumbik’s
community spirit,” Cr Egan said.
Neil Marshall was named Nillumbik’s
2020 Citizen of the Year.
Acknowledged for his astounding
59 years’ service as a member of the
Panton Hill Fire Brigade.
Neil has been a fire tower observer
at Kangaroo Ground Fire Tower for
18 years and was instrumental in
providing input at the Incident Control
Centre on Black Saturday.
Cottles Br idge resident Carol
Je n k i n s o n i s N i l l u m b i k ’s
2020 Volunteer of the Year.
Carol’s role at Panton Hill Football
Club covers ever ything from
coordinating Auskick and being club
secretary, to organising the canteen on
match day and arranging committee
meetings.
Carol also has volunteer roles with
local churches, is Diamond Valley
College council president, and
coordinates the running of the annual
Hurstbridge Wattle Festival.
The 2020 Senior Citizen of the Year is
Tony Barbeta of St Andrews.
Tony was fundamental in establishing
the St Andrew’s Men’s Shed, where he
helps members with projects, ensures
there is a focus on men’s health at the
shed, liaises with grant bodies and gives
back to the community through the
provision of items like wildlife boxes
and Christmas decorations.
Nillumbik Youth Productions (NYP)
was named Community Group of the
Year.
NYP is a committee of volunteers
who provide a safe and accessible
space for young people aged 10–28 to
express themselves in the arts, through
its program Nillumbik Youth Theatre.
In 2019 the group managed its
production All Shook Up independently
— from casting to fundraising and
putting on the show.
In the lead-up to the performances,
the dedicated volunteer committee
contributed about 40 hours per week
to the production, in addition to
education and work commitments.
Mayor Egan noted that there was
an impressive pool of nominees and
appreciated people taking the time to
nominate someone deserving.
“We congratulate our winners and
nominees and sincerely thank them for
their contributions,” she said.
In addition to the presentation of
the Australia Day Awards, Nillumbik
welcomed 80 new citizens in the Shire’s
Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony.

Award recipients from top left:
Andrew Yen, Ross McDonald,
Ian Hook, David Rosenwax, Zeus
accepting the award on behalf
of Delwyn Caulfield. Nullumbik
award recipients (below).
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Simon Wonga’s baptism of fire
Birrarung stories
By JIM POULTER
W H E N S I M O N Wo n g a’s f a t h e r
Billibellari died in August 1846, the
Elders wanted Wonga to succeed him
as Headman, but Wonga was shattered
and declined.
He had just married Maria, a
Wathurong woman, and was also in no
mood to have daily dealings with the
sanctimonious Aboriginal Protector,
William Thomas.
Wonga and Maria therefore left
Merri Creek and went to live in the
Dandenong area near Reverend Clow,
who had saved Wonga’s life in late 1939.
Over the next four years, Wonga
recovered his spirits and absorbed
Reverend Clow’s vision on how
Aboriginal people could accommodate
to the new e conomic realities
confronting them.
Clow believed that Aboriginal people
should have inalienable rights to tracts
of land on which they could grow crops
and run livestock, thereby having
a viable economic base whilst still
retaining their cultural identity.
Wonga absorbed the vision and
resolved to, step by step, bring it into
being.
In October, 1850, Wonga learned
that the government had approved the
establishment of an Aboriginal Reserve
at Pound Bend in Warrandyte.
This was exactly 10 years after
Billibellari had first made the request
for this site.
Wonga came in from the cold and
Berberry, his Uncle, willingly stepped
aside from the leadership, which
Wonga accepted very early in 1851.
Wo n g a b e g a n s e e k i n g w o r k
opportunities with local settlers, so his
people could learn faming, mustering

and construction skills.
However, the fates initially conspired
against him.
From colonisation in 1835,
Aboriginal people had been prevented
from conducting annual ritual burning
off, so by 1851 Victoria was a tinderbox
of accumulated fuel loads.
On February 6, 1851 the “Black
Thursday” bushfires erupted.
Fanned by a tornado-like hot north
wind and searing temperatures, five
million hectares, a quarter of Victoria,
ended up in flames.
The smoke was driven across the
Bass Straight to blot out the sun in
Tasmania.
The death toll included 12 people, a
million sheep and inestimable wildlife.
A valuable lesson should have been
learned about Aboriginal cultural
burning from this horrific 1851
experience, but even though February
6, 2020 again fell on a Thursday, the
message seems lost.
The second factor conspiring against
Wonga’s plan was that many settlers
were not keen to employ Aboriginal
people.
What then followed seemed to be
another setback, but it proved to be
an advantage.
In mid-1851, gold was discovered at
Warrandyte and hundreds of diggers
flooded into the area.
But, within a couple of months, the
rich deposits at Ballarat and Bendigo
were discovered, so as quickly as
they had appeared, the diggers all
disappeared.
Many local farm workers also
downed tools and headed off to the
diggings, so work opportunities for
Wonga’s people suddenly increased.
However, three years later another
strike was made at Warrandyte, so in
1854 the diggers all flooded back in.
This ultimately made Pound Bend
unviable as an Aboriginal Reserve and

it was not until 1859 that an alternative
was presented.
Wonga heard from his Goulburn River
friends that a settler had abandoned
his run at Acheron.
It was prime land, and they now had
the skills to make a go of it.
So on February 28, 1859, Wonga led
a seven-man deputation to William
Thomas.
They convinced him that they wanted
to “sit down on the land like white
men” to plant crops and run cattle, so
Thomas gained permission for them
to go to Acheron and stake their claim.
Unfortunately, their neighbouring
squatters at Acheron included two of
the most unscrupulous men in the
colony, and they had no intention of
letting a “bunch of blacks” lay claim to

the land they now coveted.
The first of the local squatters was
Peter Snodgrass.
He was a boisterous, hard living man
who had made his name capturing a
gang of bushrangers at a shootout at
Whittlesea in 1842.
He had then been elected to the first
Victorian Parliament in 1851.
He openly advocated “peppering
blacks”.
The second was Hugh Glass, the
richest man in the colony.
He had 49 runs which he had secured
through bribery of an estimated 300
politicians and bureaucrats.
Glass and Snodgrass soon won over
Robert Brough Smyth, the Secretary
to the Aborigines Protection Board.
So instead of gazetting the Acheron

Black Thursday, February 6th. 1851 (Detail) By William Strutt, 1864
State Library of Victoria: The La Trobe Journal, Public Domain.

land as an Aboriginal Reserve, Smyth
had land further upriver by Mount
Cathedral gazetted.
The short version of the story was that
the Kulin were forced off the good land
at Acheron, onto bleak, windswept and
inhospitable land at Mohican.
People began dying like flies and
many left to go back to the Yarra Valley.
However, Wonga ultimately turned
disaster into triumph.
Having seen first-hand how Victoria
had earned the reputation as the most
corrupt and lawless colony in the
British Empire, Wonga began plotting
his way forward before even quitting
Mohican in early 1863.
But how he finally achieved victory
at Coranderrk is a whole other story…
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2020: Have you tried turning it off and on again?
much ado
By KATRINA BENNETT
YOU KNOW HOW on some days,
after you’ve staggered out of bed and
stubbed your toe on the bedside table
that hasn’t moved since 2004, you
feel that your two-minute-and-under
155 litre per day shower is never quite
enough to creak open one eye, let
alone two.
You wander into the kitchen with
one sock on your foot and a nonmatching one in your hand.
You stare in complete awe at how,
a perfectly coupled pair of socks go
into the wash and exit with a fully
realised Tinder profile ready for their
new life of sock singledom.
Appreciating the boldness of the
sock’s life choices, you button your
work shirt with your sockless hand.
Partially clad, you open the fridge
to retrieve the three-litre bottle
of milk you bought from IGA at
8:59 last night, only to discover
that approximately 2.99 litres have
mysteriously disappeared.
You can’t help but question a world
where an empty bottle gets put back
in the fridge whilst a newly opened
one gets left on the bench overnight,
sitting in a milky puddle without a
lid on.
Despondently, closing the fridge
on your dreams of a flat white kickstarter, you longingly glance at the
bottle of Moet chilling in the door,
almost reminding yourself that
although time zones are merely a
human construct, 6:48am is early.
Well, some days I really wish I
didn’t bother getting out of bed.
January 2020 felt like a month of
those days.
In fact, being one-twelfth into the

year I was ready to call it.
Yep, channelling our all-conquering
Queen Lizzie II, I officially decreed
2020 my annus horribils.
Sure, my ex-daughter-in-law hadn’t
been caught getting her toes sucked
by her financial adviser on a yacht,
nor do I even have a daughter-in-law
— ex or otherwise.
But my home is my castle, so when
the #hailstorm2020 hit I certainly
wished I had an adoring tax-paying
public willing to stump up £36.5
million to fix my castle.
With my own car having elevated
itself to the great car-yard in the sky
a few days earlier, I had been out car
shopping when the ominous black
clouds urged me home.
The excess on my hire car was worth
more than my left kidney, so, inspired
by Daniel Ricciardo, Red Bull gave
me wings and I careened into my
garage just as Armageddon hit.
Trees, pool heaters and blankets
were shredded.
Solar panels, skylights and windows
were shattered.
The call then came through to
pick up one of the offspring from a
neighbouring suburb.
Staring out into the iceberg filled
lake that was previously my yard, I
pondered my transportation options.
Still feeling rather attached to my
kidneys and dubious of my chariotfor-hire’s amphibious abilities, I
quickly ruled out the hire car option.
Inspired by my driveway flowing
down into the river I swam to the
canoe at the back gate.
A quick paddle up the Yarra to
Wonga Park was looking promising
until I noticed the hull had more
holes in it than my story.
Despondently sloshing my way
back up through the ice carvings,
fallen trees and a trampoline that had

blown in for a visit, I backstroked past
the bike shed.
Perfect.
I ’ l l r i d e 1 0 k m t h ro u g h t h e
devastation and dink the poor kid
home.
Except I couldn’t.
Nope — a bike needs two wheels
and mine only had one.
I’d feel like a clown if I had to ride
a unicycle.
Conceding defeat, I sign over
guardianship and hope my ex-child
enjoys their new family.
For reasons unknown, even to
myself, I decided the pool is the first
item on the clean-up list.
Skirting around the tree that had
fallen across the decking and was
presently resting on the BBQ and
outdoor setting; I cranked up the
music, popped in my brand-new
Air Pod Pro, ‘cos I’m gansta like that,
leant over the edge and estimated
that the entire pool was about a
foot deep in shredded leaves and
branches.
And just like that, an Air Pod Pro
springs out of my ear and into the
botanical garden resting at the
bottom of the pool.
Like an arthritic ninja who had run
out of Panadol Osteo three weeks
ago, I lunge for the leaf scooper
only to discover that it too had been
shredded.
With the grace of a baby giraffe I
wobble sideways and topple into the
watery Apple Product grave.
My pair of Air Pod Pros are reunited
with my iPhone and there isn’t
enough rice on Australian All-Star
Survivor to save them.
After days of hard labour, the pool
is ready to swim in again.
My Apple products have been
lovingly interred into the skimmer
box where they can stream Spotify

for all eternity.
Heading out the door the next
morning, I pause to admire my
aquatic handiwork and to my horror
I discover that #duststorm2020 had
squelched into #muddyrain2020.
And just like that, I wish that I was
an unborn kangaroo, sitting there
in my mum’s womb, waiting up to

twelve months for more favourable
conditions before she chooses for
me to be born.
But I’m not a kangaroo, I’m a Gen
Xer whose kids accuse her of being a
Baby Boomer.
I’ve got 11 months of my annus
horriblis to go.
OK Boomer?

Open Day

SATURDAY 29 FEBRUARY 2020
9.30am – 2.00pm

Our Open Day is a community event for current, future and prospective families, showcasing our people,
programs and learning spaces.
Please join us for a guided tour or a leisurely meander, an early morning coffee or lunchtime BBQ,
in a relaxed and festive atmosphere.
If you have an hour or two to spare, we would love to see you!

REGISTER ONLINE elthamcollege.vic.edu.au/open-day
Early Learning to VCE | 1660 Main Road Research Ph 9437 1421 | elthamcollege.vic.edu.au | registrar@elthamcollege.vic.edu.au
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A shed among the gum trees
By JAMES POYNER
MEN’S MENTAL health has a new
home in Warrandyte.
Two years in the making, the
Warrandyte Men’s Shed held its
inaugural meeting on Wednesday,
January 15.
The Warrandyte Men’s Shed is
the latest project by Chris “Chewy”
Padgham who has a histor y of
advocating for male mental health.
In the past he has worked for the
Victorian Red Cross Men’s Referral
Service, MensLine Australia, Shire of
Yarra Rangers Kids’ Service and he is
currently Group Leader for Warrandyte
Scouts.
Until they can find a permanent
venue, the Warrandyte Men’s Shed is
making use of the Warrandyte Scouts
Hall to host its weekly get-togethers.
At the first meeting, Warrandyte
Lions provided decks of cards, board
games and basic supplies for tea, coffee
and sandwiches.
“I just want to create somewhere
where men can get together, enjoy each
other’s company and do the things they
like to do,” said Chewy.
“I’m really just trying to create an
environment to facilitate that.”
The concept of a Men’s Shed in
Australia as a place for men to come
together, and “work” together towards
positive mental health first began in the
late 1970s – early 1980s.
Traditionally, these community
“sheds” are a space where retired
men can work on community projects
together, usually using practical,

mechanical, carpentry and metal
working skills they acquired through
their former working life, and this
concept is still deeply rooted in what
a modern Men’s Shed is, but with
Generation X entering the retirement
window, the types of skills retired
Australians have are beginning to
change.
Eltham Men’s Shed is a great example
of this with their website posting
about the Shed’s activities outside the
traditional workshopping projects
– such as gardening, photography,
cooking and even weekly bicycle rides.
What does this mean for our
Warrandyte Men’s Shed?
It means its purpose and its potential
is open-ended.
The collective work and social

experiences of the members of the
inaugural Warrandyte Shed were
diverse.
“We could have these meetings under
a gum tree, it doesn’t really matter”, said
member, Don Hughes.
“It’s about getting a bunch of blokes
together to share stuff and help out
when we can,” he said.
Living up to these words, the group
did exactly that.
The group moved from the Scout Hall
for their second meeting and formed a
working party to help a local resident
clean up her front yard following the
devastating hailstorm that pummelled
Warrandyte recently.
Don also spoke about how the
Warrandyte Men’s Shed can offer
support to males of all ages.

“There’s also a place for younger
men, perhaps they get retrenched or
something like that, this could be a
place for them too.
“Often there is a youth element
who may need an uncle figure and
this could be a place for them to get
camaraderie that way,” he said.
Currently auspiced by Warrandyte
Community Association, Chewy is
going through the process of getting
the Warrandyte Shed registered with
the Victorian Men’s Shed Association
(VMSA), he is also looking to council
for support.
Regardless, the Shed is up and
running.
The vision of VMSA is “for all
Victorian men to be happy and
healthy contributors within their

local community”; with Warrandyte’s
rich tapestry of community focussed
organisations and its artistic history
it is still unclear how this vision will
manifest in the Warrandyte Shed.
However, camaraderie, sharing
stories, and helping others were core
values within the group present at the
first meeting, and whatever direction
Chewy and the other members take
their Shed, it is sure to contribute
significantly towards fostering positive
masculinity in our community.
Men of all ages are welcome to
attend the Warrandyte Men’s Shed.
The Shed meets every Wednesday
at 10am at Warrandyte Scout Hall,
Stiggants Reserve.
Membership costs $15 per year.

We love our river, but is it safe to swim in it?

By SUSAN FOREMAN
SHOULD YOU swim in the Yarra?
Our river holds a number of hazards,
from fast flowing currents, rapids and
snags to E.coli and other pathogens.
Despite the recent roll out of the
sewerage system in North Warrandyte,
which has significantly reduced runoff
from aging septic systems, there is still
a range of microscopic “bugs”, also
called microbes, that can be found in
our waterways.
Just as physical hazards fluctuate
with the weather, the levels, and
types of these microbes in our river
fluctuates due to a number of factors,
potentially affecting the health of
swimmers.
During the summer months, you can
find water quality alerts and the latest
water quality forecasts on Environment
Protection Authority Victoria’s (EPA)
Yarra and Bay website.
Monash University, EPA , and
Melbourne Water have been running
a joint research project, investigating
water quality along the Yarra River to
identify any human health hazards
from the microbes, which they refer to
as microbial pollution.

EPA monitors water quality at four
swimming spots along the Yarra
— Warburton, Warrandyte, Morell
and Kew — from the beginning of
December to mid-March.
T h e p ro j e c t ha s f o u n d s o m e
microbes that can potentially cause
inflammation of the stomach and
intestines — such as gastroenteritis
— at all sites monitored in the Yarra.
EPA’s Chief Environmental Scientist
Dr Andrea Hinwood said that many
d i s e a s e - c a u s i n g m i c ro b e s a re
associated with animal droppings,
which are most commonly found in
rivers and creeks after rainstorms that
send runoff from nearby land into local
waterways.
“ We a d v i s e p e o p l e t o avo i d
swimming near stormwater or river
outlets for 24 to 48 hours after heavy
rain, because that’s when animal
droppings and other contaminants
are washed into the bay from beaches
and streets.
“Everyone with a four-legged friend
can do their bit to keep our swimming
spots healthy by being prepared
with bags when going for walks,” Dr
Hinwood said.

Like many urban waterways globally,
water quality in the Yarra River is also
impacted by stormwater runoff.
“The water quality in the Yarra
River fluctuates during the year, and
it is very common to find different
types of bacteria as well as other
pathogens (disease causing microbes)
like viruses and protozoa in the water,”
Dr Hinwood said.
Now is a timely reminder for people
to take a few precautions to reduce
their risk when swimming or doing
other activities around the water.
“You can do some simple things
to protect yourself like avoiding the
water after heavy rain and being
careful not to swallow the water,” said
Associate Professor David McCarthy,
Head of Water Engineering at Monash
University.
The agencies have some simple
suggestions to protect your health:
• don’t swim up to 48 hours after a rain
event
• check current water quality warnings
• follow any signage
• if you decide to swim, don’t swallow
the water

• avoid putting your head under the
water
• take a shower if you have been
swimming
If you have been following the EPA
levels over previous years you may
notice that the ratings this year are
somewhat worse than previous years.
The EPA assures us that it is not due
to deteriorating water quality, but that
new, stricter standards have come into
effect this year.
The statement from EPA says the new
standards take a more precautionary
approach to protecting public health.
The standards are based on scientific
studies linking microbial levels in
water with the risk of illness.
“This does not necessarily mean that
water quality is worse than in previous
years, but that forecasts are more
precautionary to protect health”.
Therefore, the stricter standards may
result in EPA issuing a greater number
of swim advisories during the summer.
“Good” predicts that recreational
water quality is suitable for
swimming, “Fair” means recreational
water quality is good but could be

affected by rainfall, particularly if the
site is close to a stormwater outlet,
and “Poor” is a warning that means you
should avoid contact with the water.
Forecasts predict Launching Place,
Healesville and Kew will have Poor
ratings for the whole summer.
The best forecast Warrandyte will
receive over summer is Fair.
An alert will be issued via the
website and via the EPA’s Twitter when
water quality is “Unacceptable” for
swimming.
In the same way that monitoring air
quality is high on the public’s agenda
this summer, especially during sport,
the EPA is advising those wanting to
swim in the Yarra to use the EPA’s water
quality website to assess whether is it
“safe” and where it is safe to swim this
summer.
To find out the quality of
the water in your area
visit the Yarra Watch
website:
yarraandbay.vic.gov.au/yarra-watch
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Say it with local flowers Tinkerbelle and
By JO FRENCH
THE GIFT OF flowers has long been
used as an expression of love and on
February 14, it is estimated that well
over six million Red Roses will be
bought for loved ones around Australia.
With local growers unable to meet
the demand, planes will land the day
before, their holds brimming with
roses from countries such as Kenya,
Columbia and Ecuador.
But there is a growing movement
amongst florists to break with tradition
and bring creativity and thought
to the occasion, choosing to make
spectacular arrangements from local
and seasonal flowers.
Natalie Hollobone is the owner and
creative director of Foxy Evergreen,
a florist that specialises in weddings
and events all over Melbourne and the
Yarra Valley.
Natalie invited me to join her on one
of her runs so we could discuss her take
on Valentine’s Day and the alternatives
to imported Red Roses, an industry
worth billions across the globe.
“The art of floristry has changed,
especially over the last few years,” said
Natalie.
“As an apprentice, 17 years ago, it
was rose posy after rose posy, but now

people are more aware of the artistry
in floristry.”
With hanging installations and
arches, greenery backdrops for photo
walls and entrances, people are
prepared to go all out for that great
photo, especially at weddings.
“They like to see how much we can
stretch the boundaries,”
And this creativity can easily be
extended to Valentine’s Day.
“Red Roses on Valentine’s Day are
cliché,” says Natalie, “we have beautiful
local roses — all colours — and other
seasonal flowers that look just as
beautiful.”
“Personally, I am against using
overseas products,” says Natalie, who
loves to cast her eye over the flowers
and foliage she chooses for the orders
of the week.
“I use a local grower whenever I can
but sometimes the demand is high and
our local growers just cannot keep up.”
It seems Natalie is not alone in her
sentiments.
O lwyn B e re nds — buye r a n d
contractor for local supplier, Floraworx,
confirms what we already know about
Valentine’s Day.
“Prices double for Red Roses on
Valentine’s Day — it’s madness.

“The product is older, because it has
been kept in storage, but unfortunately
we can’t rely on local quantities so
there is no choice but to import,” he
said.
Both Natalie and Olwyn agree there
is a slow change in trend that is seeing
more people step away from tradition.
“If there wasn’t a focus on Red
Roses, or roses in general, then there’s
enough local product to go around,”
says Olwyn.
“It’s better for the planet and better
for the wallet,” he says.
Natalie promotes the use of locally
grown flowers to all her clients and for
Valentine’s Day she says it is time to
break with tradition.
“Give something big and beautiful
like Hydrangeas or Dahlias, they
are beautiful at this time of the year,
stunning in both colour and size.”
“And it is time to give back to
Australian growers,” she says, her
arms filled with bunches of locally
grown blooms, “especially with what
has happened this summer.”
This Valentine’s Day, cho os e
#grownnotflown, support our local
growers and help build awareness
of the breathtaking calibre of locally
grown flowers.

the lost boys

By SANDI MILLER
THE BLUE CROSS animal shelter in
Wonga Park is getting a facelift at the
moment, with beautiful new facilities
to house the dozens of dogs and cats
it holds.
The pro-life shelter has a policy of
holding animals as long as it takes to
find a home, some of the animals have
been at the facility for months.
Beautiful animals who just need to
find the right person with the right
fit for their sometimes-special needs.
Shelter Supervisor Sharon Smith says
many animals come in with medical
conditions that their previous owners
have been unwilling or unable to care
for, so the shelter gets their condition
treated and provides detailed care
notes for potential adopters.
“Our vet, Dr Mark Andrews from
North Croydon is always willing to talk
to clientele if they have concerns about
medical issues”.
The shelter has five staff, two
maintenance guys, and a trainer who
comes in three days per week to work
with the dogs.
There are around 30 volunteers who
come in and walk the dogs or spend
time with the cats.
Most of the animals the centre
receives come through Manningham
Council’s pound.
An average stay for the animals
varies from a couple of weeks to a few
months, but some animals can be
there for a very long time.
A case in point is Tinkerbelle.
She is a 10-year-old Domestic shorthair and has been at the shelter for 11
months.
Long enough to see the old
accommodation demolished and to
be one of the first residents in the new
facility.
Tinki, as she is known, is on a special

Can you give a
home to Tinki?
diet for early stages of renal failure, a
diet which she will be on for the rest
of her life.
Given Tinki’s medical needs, her
adoption fees have been waived to
make it easier for her to find a new
family.
According to Sharon, she is not fond
of dogs or other cats so, as much it
breaks my heart, she wouldn’t fit into
this reporter’s household, but maybe
she can find a place in yours?
To find out more about Tinkerbelle
or the other dogs and cats looking
for a home, get in touch with
Blue Cross (03) 9722 1265 or visit
bluecrossanimals.org.au
The shelter is at 26 Homestead Road
Wonga Park and is open 11am–
3:30pm every day except public
holidays.

CERTIFIED COMPOSTABLE
BIO-BAGS ARE ALREADY BEING
USED IN OUR DELICATESSEN.
WE WILL BE REPLACING
OUR BAGS IN THE
PRODUCE DEPARTMENT
VERY SOON...

Compostable bags can be disposed of in your organic waste bin.
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Do drop in (the art of spontaneity)
corner of my eye
By JO FRENCH
TURNING THE calendar over from
January seems a bit like firing the
starters pistol at an athletics track.
The moment it turns; the cruisy, lazy
days of January start to fade from my
memory, the prompts on my calendar
no longer visible, and the days ahead
fill with routine and to do lists that
require the skills of a hurdler.
But before it fades completely I want
to grab hold of a few moments and set
them firmly in place.
One in particular was from our
annual family trip to Tasmania to see
my mum.
Typically, we don’t venture far from
Mum’s place, instead we just slow
down, enjoy long walks on the beach
and a few too many serves of hot chips
and ice-creams after swimming in the
ocean.

But this year we added a little
something extra and took off for a
few days to the Tasman Peninsula,
primarily known for its main attraction,
the Port Arthur Historic Site, and
some incredible rock formations at
Eaglehawk Neck.
We skipped Port Arthur and its
busloads of tourists and instead found
spectacular beaches, captivating
scenery and a remote gin distillery
that makes Butterfly Gin — a deep
blue gin that turns pink when tonic
water is added.
Perfect really.
It was an impulsive escape, and we
just happened to be the lucky family
that got the last available room on
the entire peninsula that weekend
— staying at Pirates Bay (how fun
does that sound?) — one of the
aforementioned beautiful beaches.
The peninsula is host to amazing
walking tracks, many taking you to
cliff tops that make you feel giddy as
you look over the edge at powerful
waves that crash the rugged coastline

beneath you, and small seaside
villages that offer magnificent views.
Doo Town is one of these villages.
A tiny seaside town of shacks at the
south end of Pirates Bay, it is famous
for its quirky house names.
A tradition that started in the 30s,
when Hobart architect Eric Round
named his shack “Doo I”.
His neighbour quickly replied with
Doo-Me and a friend followed up
with Doo-Us.
The tradition still continues today
with most of the town’s shacks having
“Doo” names, such as Dr Doolittle,
Toucan Doo and a favourite of
mine, Doo-write, and then there is
Doo-lishus, the food van at the nearby
Blowhole.
The hunt was on for the best name.
And then we happened upon Doo
Drop Inn and I firmly announced that
was the winner for me.
I love it when people drop in.
It doesn’t happen often and of
course you can be caught unawares,

but it makes my day when a friend just
drops in because they were “in the
area” or “had a few minutes to spare”.
But it is rare, perhaps a thing of the
past, a habit of bygone days when
neighbours and friends just dropped
in for a cuppa.
According to my research, which
involved the very scientific face to face
conversations with local friends and a
social media post, I’m of a rare breed
myself and most do not like a drop in.
I was shocked.
It seems the drop in has been
replaced by invitation only, with busy
lives set up to take the blame.
I wonder how much the pressure
to have things in order adds to it, and
of course, the Instagram images of
beautiful homes feeds the inadequacy
many feel in relation to housekeeping
and home decorating skills.
One research participant said, “I
need a few days’ notice, so I can tidy
up, bake, make the house look nice
and make sure there is a bottle of wine
in the fridge.”

My oh my — that sounds more like a
fancy dinner to me, and unfortunately
her sentiment was echoed by many
others.
And to that I say stop this madness.
What are we doing to ourselves that
how our homes look is more important
than having an open door?
What are we doing that our lives are
so busy that we must schedule every
visit, every cup of tea with a friend?
Here’s the challenge — stop the
styling, stop setting ourselves up for
perfection, just let go and instead
breathe deeply of the friendship and
spontaneity of a friend at the door —
they didn’t come to see your house.
Perhaps be the one that drops in
on friends, maybe it’s time to start a
revolution and bring back the drop in.
As an extrovert I love to see my
friends, any time of day and night, and
I am happy to be distracted, to discard
any task for a conversation.
So if you need somewhere to practice
— doo drop in.

A new way to explore the Yarra Valley
By JAMES POYNER
THE FIRST section of a new rail trail
linking major towns in the Yarra Valley
officially opened on Christmas Day.
Stage 1A of the Yarra Valley Rail Trail
connects Lilydale to Yering Station
along the old Lilydale-Healesville
railway line, which operated between
1888 and 1883.
Accessed from either the Lilydale
Railway Station car park or a gravel
carpark on Beresford Road, the 7.5km
stretch of trail — a mixture of hard
compacted gravel and concrete
bridges travels through farmland to
Yering Station, via Coldstream.
The trail currently terminates at a
small carpark near Lilydale Airport,
just off the Melba Highway.
Although the trial currently lacks any
interpretive signage about the history

of the railway, at key points on the trail,
users can see the locations of the old
stations and bits of railway track.
The Yarra Valley Rail Trail is planned
to continue onwards to Yarra Glen and
Healesville, then — eventually — will
loop back along the base of the Yarra
Ranges to connect with the Warburton
Rail Trail at Woori Yallock or Seville, to
complete a 40km loop.
Yarra Ranges Councillor Fiona
McAllister said Council is excited
about what this project will bring to
the area.
“We were excited at Council to see
construction begin on this project in
June last year and now the community
has a seven-and-a-half-kilometre
section of the trail to explore at their
own pace.
“The trail will give visitors and

community members alike a view of
the Valley that few people will have
had in four decades — following the
path of the former railway line between
Lilydale and Yarra Glen,” she said.
The next phase of construction,
completing the Lilydale-Yarra Glen
section is scheduled to start later this
year, with completion advertised for
December 2021.

Rotary volunteers on the receiving end of theft, abuse
By SANDI MILLER
THE VOLUNTEERS at Rotary Op Shop
have been suffering a string of abuse
from customers.
From objecting to their children
being asked to move out of the
aisle, to the staff not being grateful
enough when they make donations,
demanding discounts on $3 items, and
complaining that there is not enough
free food.
And if that is not bad enough, the
shop has been subject to burglary, and
the tip jar was stolen from the counter.
Op Shop Manager, Judith Lightfoot
has had enough.
“Before they start criticising what
people are doing, maybe they should

volunteer a few hours and see what
goes on in here,” she said.
She said the women who volunteer
at the shop “go way above what it
expected of them”.
“We get abused for not giving away
enough food — we collect food five
days a week — the girls do that with
their own petrol, their own money,
their own time, they go and collect food
five days per week to put in the shop for
people to take for free.
“It is not my fault that there is not
enough there for somebody when they
come in,” Judith said.
She said it has been very disheartening
for many of the volunteers.
“It doesn’t worry me because it is
water off a duck’s back, but these

girls, they take it to heart, they take it
personally”.
The proceeds from the shop do some
fantastic work in the community, last
year distributing more than $100,000
to local projects, including more than
$20,000 towards Rotary International’s
program to eradicate polio and malaria
in developing countries.
But it is providing immediate support
to local’s in need where they do their
greatest service.
“Somebody came in with a child
that had been involved in a domestic
violence case and needed $1,000 for
school books and camp, so we gave
them that.
“A woman comes in and her hot water
service is broken, so we get a plumber

around and fix the hot water service,”
she said.
The Op Shop also does a lot to support
Dave who sleeps rough by the river.
“People bring him in frozen meals,
and he comes up… we heat him one up
and give him a thermos of soup — we
buy shampoo and razors — stuff that
people don’t even think about.
“People come in and change a $5
label so they get it for $3 — you know
that two bucks would have gone a long
way to buying razors or shampoo for
Dave,” she said.
They are also raising funds to
purchase him a swag tent.
“Many people don’t get that we are
not all affluent — the quality of our
stock that comes through does come

from people who have got a bit of
money, and that is great because we
can get a bit of a higher price for it — but
there is a lot of people in Warrandyte
that have got nothing.”
She said that after many years at the
shop she is realistic about working in
retail.
“The only people that take it on board
are the ones that do the right thing
anyway, the ones that are rude will
continue to be rude, they won’t step
back and look in the mirror, they will
continue to the rude,” she said.
On a brighter note, the burglar who
broke into a string of shops throughout
the Yar ra Valley, including the
Warrandyte Rotary Op Shop, faced the
Magistrate’s court at the end of January.

It’s our 25th birthday!

Since 1995, Choco’s Hut has been offering lemons, ,limes and other
seasonal produce on our roadside trolley with self-serve honesty box.
40 varieties of grafted standard weeping grevillea
Grevillea shrubs, screens and groundcovers................ $8
Lots of herbs in 150mm pots........................................ $4
Lavender, cyclamen, gazania in 150mm pots............... $4

Weeping Grevillea Nursery

10 Bartletts Lane, Kangaroo Ground (Melways 271 G2)

We hav
new va e
rie
and sp ties
ecials

Open Saturday & Sunday or by appointment. Phone 0417 143 874
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A summer Manningham declares
like no other a climate emergency

green edge

By KRIS CHISOLM &
JEFF CRANSTON
WarrandyteCAN

THIS SUMMER, we’ve been shocked
by the impacts of climate change.
We’ve seen bushfires in every state
and territory, with millions of hectares
burnt.
Lives have been lost; hundreds of
homes have been destroyed.
Communities have been torn
apart; countless people have been
traumatised and the destruction of
native wildlife and livestock has been
catastrophic.
We’ve seen massive firestorms that
create their own weather, firefighters
facing fires of extreme ferocity.
In Jingellic, 70 kilometres east of
Albury, a fire tornado lifted a fire
truck and flipped it over, killing one
of the crew.
Thousands of erstwhile
holidaymakers were stranded at the
beautiful Mallacoota Beach, watching
the sky turn from black to a glowing
red before they were evacuated by
boat, as the road out in both directions
was blocked by falling trees.
While to the north, fires raged along
the New South Wales South Coast and
in the hinterland.
Towns like Batemans Bay were badly
impacted, with many houses and
businesses destroyed.
There, too, people huddled on the
beach in the eerie orange light of
the fires.
Almost half of Kangaroo Island has
been burnt out, two people were
killed, and the island’s main lodge
was razed.
Amongst the wildlife losses, an
estimated half of the island’s koalas
perished while at least a quarter of
its beehives were destroyed by the
flames, and the remaining bees are
left with limited opportunities for
pollination.
Sydney, renowned for its sparkling
blue harbour, was filled with a smoky
haze for weeks as fires raged in the
Blue Mountains.
Canberra’s usually pristine air also
became smoggy and unbearable.
People deserted the capital if they
could.
Then, across Melbourne, the
bushfire crisis really hit home, with

smoke pollution from the fires in
East Gippsland and the north-east
reaching “very poor” and “hazardous”
levels.
Of course, the fire season is far from
over, and the bushfires are ongoing.
At the time of writing, Canberra
has just faced another bushfire
emergency.
Australians who lost homes or other
property have been commended for
being so brave and resilient; while
food, clothes, and other goods have
been donated to many communities,
and farmers cart huge bales of hay
for their fellow farmers who still have
stock left on blackened pasture.
The Federal Government, after
failing to heed the warnings of fire
and emergency experts in the lead-up
to the fire season, went into damagecontrol mode — desperate to allay
the public’s concerns over its lack of
leadership.
For many of us in Warrandyte, this
summer has brought back memories
of the devastating fires in Victoria in
2009 that killed 175 people.
We’ve remembered the terrible
Kinglake fire which also threatened
Warrandyte, coming to within five
kilometres of us before the wind
changed.
Yet this year, Warrandyte suffered
not from fire but an extreme weather
event also likely to be due to climate
change.
A hailstorm of unprecedented
severity.
Windows and skylights were
smashed, roofs were damaged,
gardens wrecked and strewn with
debris.
Reflecting on the current bushfire
crisis brings to mind what Ross
Garnaut said in 2008 in The Garnaut
Climate Change Review (which was
commissioned by all Australian
governments to examine the impacts
of climate change on Australia and
make policy recommendations):

By JAMES POYNER
MANNINGHAM CIT Y Council
unanimously approved the motion to
declare a climate emergency at their
January 28 Ordinary Council Meeting
(OCM).
This motion brings Manningham
Council in line with more than 1,000
councils across the planet, and over
85 councils in Australia who have been
declaring climate emergencies since
early 2019.
The global political movement to
recognise the threat of climate change
and take action against it began in
April 2019 with Scotland and Wales
becoming the first countries to declare
a climate emergency.
Dur ing the Januar y 28 O CM,
Councillor Mike Zafiropoulous tabled
Notice of Motion 1/2020 and outlined
the need for this action.
“A s c o u n c i l l o r s w e h a v e a
responsibility, not only to address the
local concerns of residents through
core issues such as waste collection,
planning permits, road maintenance,
et cetera — but also broader issues
such as the climate emergency we are
facing,” he said.
Later, Cr Zafiropoulous went on to
talk about the evidence.
“The scientific evidence on this issue
is overwhelming and the consequence

of no action is catastrophic, not only
for Manningham, but for the whole
planet.”
Cr Andrew Conlon, who seconded
the motion, spoke specifically of the
increased impact Warrandyte faces.
“Without climate change, Warrandyte
is already in the most prone, most
at risk areas in terms of population,
terrain and fuel, in the world.
“So it would be ignorant of us to
basically put our heads in the sand
and not acknowledge that we can do
more and that we will do more in the
years to come.”
An amended motion, introduced by
Cr Sophy Galbally, to add the words
“climate emergency” specifically
to the clauses of the motion being
discussed, triggered a 30-minute
debate into the definition of the
words “serious” and “emergency”,
highlighting concerns surrounding the
bureaucratic implications of the use of
the word “emergency”.
In his closing remarks, Cr
Zafiropoulous spoke about the
popularity and symbolic nature of
the term “Climate Emergency” and
the importance of Council to follow a
global trend.
“…to be consistent with other
organisations initiating such action, I
think it is much better to use the term

Climate Emergency in the motion… I
think it strengthens the motion if we
include it there.”
In attendance at the OCM were
representatives of WarrandyteCAN
who have been lobbying Manningham
Council on the issue since August 2019.
In late September, members of
WarrandyteCAN met with the then
Mayor, Councillor Paula Piccinini
a n d Ma n n i g ha m C o u n c i l C E O
Andrew Day to discuss the issue,
following the matter up with letters
to other councillors in support of
a climate emergency declaration
and implementation of a structured
emergency action plan.
Subsequently, WarrandyteCAN had a
meeting with Cr. Zafiropoulos.
“WarrandyteCAN is very grateful for
having been given the opportunity to
present our case to the Council, and
we highly commend the Councillors
for passing this landmark resolution,”
said WarrandyteCAN President, Jeff
Cranston.
The passing of Notice of Motion
1/2020 not only means Mannigham
recognises the threat of climate change
to the municipality but empowers
council to prepare a response in its
2020 Environment Report by including
a Climate Emergency Response Plan.

“Recent projections of fire weather
(Lucas et al. 2007) suggest that fire
seasons will start earlier, end slightly
later, and generally be more intense.
This effect increases over time but
should be directly observable by
2020.”
A disturbingly accurate prediction
in light of this summer’s events, which
have highlighted like never before
Australia’s vulnerability to the impacts
of climate change.
Kris Chisolm and Jeff Cranston are
members of local climate change
action group WarrandyteCAN.
If you would like to become a
climate change hero, join us.
We are on Facebook at:
facebook.com/warrandytecan

Gala Opening
Friday, March 20 at 7pm
$25 entry with tickets available at the door
Food and refreshments served, all welcome
Public Viewing
Saturday, March 21, 9am – 5pm and Sunday, March 22, 9am – 3:30 sharp
Highlights
12 Awards in total
Three Emerging Artists Awards, Best in Show, the popular People’s Choice Award. Five Highly
Commended and a raffle of a painting by a well-known artist.
Come and spend some quiet moments during the festival to view some stunning and fantastically priced are works.
Buy a painting and some raffle tickets to support the ROTARY EAST GIPPSLAND BUSHFIRE RELIEF FUND

WARRANDYTE COMMUNITY CHURCH
57 YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE
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Thoughts from Mallacoota
White Owl owner,
MEREDITH THORNTON
headed off to Mallacoota
at Christmas, with friend
Carey, for their annual
camping holiday.
As they trundled along
the Princes Highway with
tinnie, kayak, mountain
bikes, tent and
accessories, little did
she know of the
nightmare that would
unfold over the coming
week.
Safe, and now back in
Warrandyte, Meredith
has shared her account
of the bushfires that
threatened Mallacoota
over New Year.
We arrived December 27, knowing of
the impending heatwave but with no
idea what was in store.
On December 29, we received
notification of the Cann River fires.
With predicted temperatures of
40-plus degrees and a south-westerly
wind change, we started to become a
little concerned.
December 30: Move to the beach
It was another hot day, it became
apparent that the Cann River Fire was
likely to swing towards Mallacoota
when the predicted wind change came
through overnight.
All of the campers in the campground
were advised to expect an ember attack
at 5am New Year’s Eve.
At 4pm we were told we needed to
clear out and activate our Fire Plan,
as the fire was suddenly only an hour
away!
After a frantic camp pack-up, putting
the fuel laden tinnie on the sandbar,

paddling the kayak across the bar
to the ocean and dropping the fuel
tank and gas bottles into the lake,
we headed to the surf beach with
many others, carrying very little apart
from the clothes on our backs as we
expected to return shortly.
After a glass of wine, we settled in to
sleep on the sand, sheltering from the
northerly and trying to avoid being
sandblasted.
Sleep was sparse — it was bitterly
cold in our tee shirt and shorts still
worn after the hot day!
At 5am, surrounded by smoke and
the bright red haze of the impending
fire front moving towards us, we waded
back through the water to check on
camp — which was ok — and headed
to the Community Centre where 900
people, 30 dogs, two cats, a rabbit and
a budgerigar were sheltering — and
waited...
The sky went red, then yellow,
then black
The doors were closed with no one
allowed out and what little morning
light was left disappeared into a
blackness, the likes of which we have
never seen before.
It was quite eerie and scary.
The community was amazing,
resilient and quiet.
December 31: The fire arrives
At approximately 9am, the fire front
came through Mallacoota with its full
force.
We were required to remain in the
centre until 11:30am, when doors
opened to a smoky yellow haze with
large embers, burnt leaves and ash
everywhere.
Anticipating that there would be
nothing left of the Nissan Patrol, tent
and belongings, we were surprised
to find they had escaped the ferocity
of the fire!
Throughout this ordeal, the level of
community spirit was amazing as this
town pulled together as one.
We were also in absolute awe of
the CFA (from everywhere), police,
paramedics, SES, Red Cross and other
volunteers who sacrificed their own
property for the community at large.
Driving around, the devastation
was shocking, one house remained

standing, the next was burnt to the
ground in a random fashion.
We were the lucky ones.
Quite a few residents’ properties
were destroyed (about 40), as were
some of the boardwalks and much of
the park areas, including wildlife and
vegetation.
The vegetation at the well-known
Bastion Point and the golf course were
razed and the dwellings nearby were
randomly decimated by the fires.
Incredibly, shops remained intact
and some remained open 24/7, Lucy’s
Restaurant was serving delicious food
and the Golf Club was also offering
meals.
By 10pm that night, most people
were in bed, exhausted — not the
way any of us expected to spend New
Year’s Eve.
January 1: The Navy arrive
New Year’s Day we awoke to a
smoky haze and the sight of HMAS
Choules and the rig tender Far Saracen
both anchored off the surf beach at
Mallacoota.
To our amazement, they had already
commenced supplying the town with
food, water, diesel and generators,
medical supplies et cetera.
Over the next few days, supplies
were delivered; regular community
meetings were held where food stuffs
were available to those in need.
Police and CFA gave updates on
fires, local information and proposed
evacuation plans for those wishing
to leave and avoid the potential
hazardous weather, high temperatures
and implications of another difficult
day on Saturday, January 4.
The majority of our friends
decided to evacuate on HMAS
Choules undertaking the 20-hour
trip to Westernport for a number of
reasons, including work and family
commitments, as well as the possibility
of further fires.
We decided to remain to support
the local community and to volunteer
where possible.
We felt we were in no further danger
but were ready to watch and act as
required.
On Saturday, the temperature did
not reach the predicted 40 degrees,
however, when the northerly wind

turned to come from southwest
mid-afternoon, the entire town was
blanketed in smoke.
It was an eerie afternoon and evening
in the camp ground.
Darkness fell and it remained
dark until the following morning —
thankfully, with only a few spot fires
occurring.
Week two of 2020
Over the next few days, smoke
permitting, small planes, Black Hawk
aircraft and Chinook helicopters flew
selected evacuees (approximately 300
people) to Sale and brought in some
emergency personnel.
Life settled down to some form of
normality — we played nine holes
on the somewhat ravaged golf course
before it was deemed too hazardous
to play on because of the potential
falling trees.
The weather became quite cool.
Food was plentiful, having been
left vast amounts from our friends
— evacuees who couldn’t take their
supplies.
At the community meeting on
Tuesday, January 7, we were advised
that the road closure could continue
for up to 40 days.
Previously we had been told the
Princes Highway would be open in
7–10 days.
This caused us to change our plans,
reluctantly, and we spent the day
packing up, getting the boat and kayak
out of the water and generally taking
in the beautiful and vulnerable town,
and its welcoming residents and shop
owners — who didn’t want us to go.
We locked up the car and trailer and
left it there at the Mallacoota Caravan
Park.
Taking the last opportunity to
evacuate, we left the ravaged Bastion
Point by police speed boat and
transferred to an amphibious boat, to
then board the HMAS Choules bound
for the Naval base HMAS Cerberus.
Evacuation
Our 20-hour sea commute was
made very easy with every member
of the crew making the remaining 300
evacuees feel so welcome in the same
fashion as they had looked after the
1,200 evacuees on the first ship out.

We were given a rack in bunk rooms,
full hot meals, showers, toilets and full
access to the ship.
The trip back to Westernport ran like
clockwork and without doubt all the
evacuees on board, including the dogs,
were blown away by the hospitality
and support of the amazing 200 plus
crew on board!
“Welcome to our home, which is now
your home!” The Captain said.
Our trip to Mallacoota this year was
an eventful one, albeit cut short.
Our true feelings at the time,
particularly in relation to all the heroes
who devoted themselves to fighting
this bushfire, are appropriately set out
in the Facebook post made On New
Year’s Day, shortly after the fires went
through Mallacoota (below).
It was an eventful summer to say
the least.

Meredith Thornton
2 Jan at 11:09am
Whilst the fires are not
completely out and Saturday is
looking a bit problematic I would
like to thank the heroes in this
community, the Firies, the police
and all the volunteers who have
been simply outstanding in their
efforts to protect and look after
everyone in this amazing town of
Mallacoota.
For me, whilst I have been a
great admirer of our emergency
services, now having been
through this encounter I am
simply in awe of these people
who put their own lives at risk for
the benefit of the community.
Thank you to all the emergency
service personnel, the volunteers
and the community at large which
has pulled together in such an
amazing manner.
Thanks to everyone for your
messages of concern.
We are all safe and supporting
one another as a community
should.
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Call in the Reserves

Op Bushfire Assist — Task Force 646
BY DON HUGHES
ON JANUARY 4, 2020, the GovernorGeneral of Australia, the Honourable
David Hurley AC DSC (Retd), signed
an order under the Defence Act 1903
to call out Australian Defence Force
Reserves to assist with civil emergency
and disaster relief.
The order complimented existing
ADF support arrangements that had
been in place for a number of months.
The order however was unique, it is
the first time ADF Reserves have been
called out for an unlimited duration
for full time duty.
Operation Bushfire Assist has
been headed up by none other
than Warrandyte local, Brigadier
Doug Laidlaw CSC, who, as an Army
Reservist, is commanding officer of
4 Brigade.
Doug has served with the Army
Reserve since 1986, initially in the
Infantry and then as a Senior Staff
Officer, he was just approaching the
end of his two-year appointment as
Brigade Commander when the Army
was mobilised on January 4, he was
due to stand down on January 20.
This was extended until the end of
February when his one-month full
time call-up was completed.
At the height of the deployment,
Brig. Laidlaw was in charge of some
1,700 full time and reserve soldiers,
including several embedded Air Force
and Naval service personnel.
His forces were also bolstered by
an international contingent from
the Papua New Guinean and Fijian
armies.
Reser ves have been used for
numerous national roles in the past
such as for security duties at the
Sydney 2000 Olympic Games (Op
Gold), and for various environmental
disasters including; flood, earthquake,
drought and fire.
Doug has been called up to serve
on many of these and more, he had
operational service in East Timor,
and has led the response to a number

of significant natural disasters in
Australia and overseas including
Black Saturday, the 2011 Floods and
Operation Sumatra Assist.
While fronting press conferences
with the Prime Minister was not what
Doug had planned for his summer
holidays, he says that the Army always
plans to be available for the fire season
when they wind up training for the
year.
Outside of his military life, Doug
is a practicing barrister and lives in
Warrandyte with his six children,
which makes him a very busy man.
Doug quipped to the Diary that
while he has received a Conspicuous
Service Cross for his service, “my wife
Joanna says she should receive the
Inconspicuous Service Cross”.
Reservist skills invaluable
Individuals and small groups of ADF
reservists are consistently deployed on
operations, including conflicts, both
around the globe and at home.
Often their civilian skills are in
high demand: tradespeople, medical
experts, legal practitioners et cetra.
“Victoria’s Own Sappers”, the Army
Engineers of 22nd Engineer Regiment
based at Ringwood, which has several
Warrandyte locals among its ranks.
The unit had already been deployed
to assist firefighting in Queensland
and have been a critical part of
Operation Bushfire Assist.
Army Engineers can provide a critical
range of frontline skills: clearing roads,
constructing fire breaks, providing
drinkable water and reconstructing
essential infrastructure.
One of our local Warrandyte Sappers
is David (Rhino) Ryan, a local plumber
and brother to Terry of Warrandyte
Glass.
A Sapper called Rhino
Warrant Officer Class Two Ryan
is the epitome of a 21st Century
Victorian Sapper.
Born in August 1968, Rhino grew up
in the bush in and around Warrandyte

attending Warrandyte Primary School
and Aquinas College in Ringwood,
before joining his father’s plumbing
business as a plumber and gasfitter
in 1985.
Always adventurous, Rhino decided
to join the Army Reserve based out of
the Engineer Training Depot in East
Ringwood in Australia’s Bicentennial
year — 1988.
Rhino has played a leading role in
the much greater utilisation of our
nation’s part-time forces on ADF
operations and exercises globally.
David and his family are all too
familiar with the delicate balance it
takes to not only run your own business
(Dytes Plumbing in Warrandyte),
participate in community sporting
activities, and also undertake military
training and exercises to prepare for
operations.
He remembers well the exercises
at Puckapunyal and New Zealand,
but never dreamt it would lead to
participation in numerous operations
worldwide; Operation Gold (Sydney
Olympics), Commonwealth Games
(Melbourne), Operation Fire
Assist (Black Saturday), rebuilding
infrastructure in Timor Leste, Security
and Protective Maritime Operations
in the seas north of Australia, and a
major international combined/joint
exercise in the Philippines.
It takes much effort as a part-time
soldier to undertake training and
promotion courses.
He remembers the comradery,
mateship and lasting friendships that
have helped him reach Warrant rank
within the Victorian Sappers.
It also takes hard work and tenacity.
Not all work and military, Rhino has
been active in social and community
activities; the local CFA, RSL and
sports at both Junior and Senior levels.
His community service culminated
with his election as the President
of the Warrandyte RSL in 2017 and
injected some new blood and vigour
into an old style RSL club that serves
its community and veterans well.

Photo: WO2 DAVID RYAN

Photo: PTE STUART RAYNER

Photo: LAC JOHN SOLOMON
Images © Commonwealth of Australia
Courtesy Department of Defence
Clockwise from top left: WO2 David Ryan and CPL
Wawick Harvey, BRIG Douglas Laidlaw, Army vehicles
loaded with fodder heading for Bonang in the north of
Gippsland, 22nd Engineer Regiment clear fire damaged
trees from the great Alpine road, soldiers assist by
delivering a load of gravel outside Corryong.
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HALL CARETAKER WANTED
The Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
Hall is looking for a new caretaker,
to start work from February 2020.
If you are interested in this position,
please send an email to:
wmiaahall@gmail.com
Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT

0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

what’s on
Event: Dressmaking with Sue Parker
When: Starts Wednesday, February 12 (7 weeks), 1pm–3pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Cost $165 (plus cost of materials, see website for more
details). Award winning Couture Designer and Dressmaker, Sue Parker,
will give you a taste of what it is like to make a garment that suits
you, fits you, and that you will be proud to wear. See below for
registration contact details.
Event: Children’s Yoga with Jess Farrelly
When: Starts Thursday, February 13 (7 weeks), 4:15pm–5:15pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Cost $189. See below for registration and contact details.
Event: Structured Playgroup with Briony Kane
When: Starts Thursday, February 13 (7 weeks), 10:30am–12pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Cost $120. A facilitated playgroup, led by a qualified primary
school teacher. Each week will be centred around a theme and
include activities such as story time, art, free play, songs and more.
See below for registration and contact details

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Event: Run Warrandyte Fun Run
When: Sunday, March 1, 7:30am–10am
Where: Warrandyte Reserve
Info: Races begin 8am, to register: runwarrandyte.com

Event: The Hornets @ Warrandyte RSL
When: Sunday, February 16, 4:30pm–7:30pm
Where: Warrandyte RSL, 113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
Info: Includes book launch Roots: How Melbourne became the live
music capital of the world

Event: Park Orchards Community Car Rally & Classic Car Show
When: Sunday, March 1, 8:30am
Where: Domeney Reserve, Park Orchards
Info: www.pocommunityrally.com.au

Event: Adult Drawing – Short Course
When: Daytime starts Wednesday, February 19, 12:45pm–2:45pm, or
evening starts Wednesday, March 4, 6:30pm–8:30pm.
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Cost $97. This term focusing on landscapes and trees. Learn
basic drawing skills and techniques. Both courses run for four weeks.
See below for registration and contact details.
Event: Box Electrics with Briony Kane
When: Starts Wednesday, February 19 (5 weeks), 4:30pm–5:30pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Cost $114 For ages 8–12. Design your own arcade game using
electronic circuits, lights, buzzers and switches. Materials included in
cost and game will go home at the end. See below for registration
contact details.
Event: Film Society — Lady in the Van
When: Friday, February 21, 7pm for 7:30pm start
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Sign up for annual membership. Nibbles prior to film, coffee
and conversation afterwards. Wine is sold by the glass. DVD’s
available to hire, free of charge to members.

ADVERTISE IN THE
WARRANDYTE DIARY
‘We cover all areas of painting and decorating’
p: 0412 765 210 e: fwpd10@gmail.com

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

Event: Yarra Valley VIEW Club Lunch
When: Tuesday, February 25, 12pm
Where: Yering Meadows Golf Club
Info: Contact Val on 0419 007 728 – Bookings essentials. Speaker
Lyn Geer, on the programs run by the Smith Family

Event: Ringwood Repair Cafe
When: Saturday, February 15, 2pm–4pm
Where: 30–32 Station Street, Ringwood
Info: ringwoodrepaircafe@gmail.com

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

ESTABLISHED 2010

Event: Words and Watercolour Workshop
When: Tuesday, February 25, 7:30pm–9:30pm
Where: Calla Collective, 142 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Info: www.callacollective.com.au

Event: Warrandyte Repair Cafe
When: Sunday, March 1, 10:30am–12:30pm
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics Hall, Yarra Street/Mitchell Avenue
Info: Bring along your items for repair or give us a hand
repairing them.

Warrandyte Diary What’s On guide would not
be possible without the contribution of the In
Your Backyard Facebook Group.
For more events across the Yarra Valley
Search for @IYBinyourbackyard on Facebook

Andrew John

Event: 2020 Family Bush Dance
When: Sunday, February 23, 3:30pm–7:30pm
Where: RDA Warrandyte, 84 Husseys Lane, Warrandyte
Info: www.rdav.asn.au

Event: Movie Under Moonlight — Valentine’s Day
When: Friday, February 14, 7:30pm
Where: Chirnside Park Country Club,
68 Kingswood Drive, Chirnside Park
Info: www.chirnsideparkcc.com.au

Event: Doncaster VIEW Club Lunch
When: Tuesday, February 18, 11am
Where: Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Road, Bulleen
Info: Contact Shirley on 9879 2380 for more details. We warmly
welcome new members to join this friendly group of ladies who
support the Smith Family in providing education for disadvantaged
Australian children.

WARRANDYTE
GLASS

Event: RSL Bands by the Bridge
When: Sunday, February 23, from 4pm
Where: Warrandyte RSL
Info: Includes sausage sizzle and cheese platters available. Local
band Krusers Road playing classic covers

Support the paper that
supports your local
community
Contact Briony
P: 9844 0555
E : briony@warrandytediary.com.au

Event: Choco’s hut 25th Birthday celebration
When: Sunday, March 1, 10am–4pm
Where: Corner of 10 Bartletts Lane,
Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Rd, Kangaroo
Info: Come and celebrate Choco’s Hut’s 25th birthday at
Weeping Grevillea Nursery. Great specials on our stock on the day.
www.weepers.com.au
Event: Cooking with Sam Pinzone
When: Thursday, March 5, 2pm–3pm
Where: Warrandyte Library, 168–178 Yarra Street
Info: Join Sam as he demonstrates how to cook a great meal at
home with confidence. He will reveal how good food can be
prepared with minimum effort, sourcing the best produce you can
buy. Register online www.wml.vic.gov.au or 9895 4250

Local markets
Park Orchards
Farmers’ Market
Saturday, March 20
9am–1pm
Park Orchards Primary,
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,
Park Orchards
Wonga Park
Farmers’ Market
Saturday, March 27
9am–1pm
Dudley Road, Wonga Park
Warrandyte
Riverside Market
Saturday, March 7
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

Eltham Craft and
Produce Market
Sunday, March 15
8:30am–1pm
Alistair Knox Park
Eltham Farmers’ Market
and Food Swap
Sunday, March 29
9am–1pm
(food swap 9:30–10:30am)
Eltham Town Mall
Park Orchards
Strawberry Fair
Saturday, March 14
St Anne’s Primary,
60 Knees Road,
Park Orchards
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your say
Letters to the Diary must include full name, address and phone number, even if not intended for publication. Content may
be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Clean-up

Thank you!

Dear Diary,
I would like to recognise the generosity of Chris Padgham and the
members of the Warrandyte Mens Shed, who spent their time and energy
cleaning up the garden of an elderly resident in Taroona Avenue, after
the devastating hailstorm.
Thank you,
A friend
(name and address supplied)
Note: No thanks to the council who just offered another green bin, when
a skip and help were required.

Dear Diary,
This is a big shout out to our fantastic local police officers!
On the morning of Friday January 31, I had to call the police to assist a
homeless man, obviously physically unwell and suffering from a mental
illness, who had run out of petrol and ditched his car outside our place,
partially blocking the road.
The police were here in 10min.
They were patient, kind and respectful to him.
They assisted me in being able to provide him with some breakfast and
a little petrol money.
They then organised for his car to be towed and took him to get some
assistance.
I was amazed at their sensitivity to this man.
It was a really good outcome for someone obviously in need of help.
Meegan Hall
North Warrandyte

Dear Diary,
After spending months preparing my large block for the fire season,
due to the hailstorm it now looks like nothing was ever cleared. The
hailstorm is not the fault of residents, nor as Nillumbik Council stated,
do they control the weather!
However, being given four working days to fill one extra bin, is not good
enough. I have raked up enough leaves on my nature strip alone to fill a
dumpster. It will take me months to clear these leaves with only a weekly
collection. Nor, as an elderly resident, do I have the ability or facilities to
load a trailer and drop off to the designated place. If I did, we are still only
given until Sunday, February 2, to do so. Surely, dumpsters and more
regular collections at this dangerous time of year could be organised.
Apparently, I can purchase – for a mere $80 – an extra green bin. Really! At
least Manningham enabled its residents to fill all of three bins, including
their large green bin. There also still needs to be a great deal of clean
up along Kangaroo Ground Road and no doubt, others. Is council not
concerned about the fire risk?
(name and address supplied)
North Warrandyte

Dear Warrandyte community ,
We wouldn’t be able to manage without the generosity and support we
have received from you all.
You have made life for Emma and our family much easier in being able
to renovate the bathroom into a walk in shower and help financially
with her medications.
We cannot express our appreciation enough and feel so very blessed to
be a part of this amazing giving community.
All our love.
The Wheatley Family. xx

So many ways to Have your say
stay informed
YOUR WARRANDYTE Diary is a great source for what is
happening in and around the communities of Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Wonga Park, Park Orchards,
Kangaroo Ground, Research and bordering communities.
While your award-winning community newspaper publishes
11 print editions per year, the editorial team are dedicated to
keeping you, our readers, our neighbours, our business owners
and our baristas well informed on local issues.
You can keep across important issues and events in your
community by:
• In print — The Diary is printed 11 times a year (February to
December)
• Online — warrandytediary.com.au contains the latest edition
plus back issues of the print publication as well as featured and
late breaking news stories and from around the community.
• Social media — Warrandyte Diary is on Facebook and
Instagram, follow us for breaking news, our Five for Friday
guides to your Warrandyte weekend and our One Minute Story
videos, plus much, much, more.
• Vi a e m a i l — S u b s c r i b e t o o u r u p c o m i n g m i d month bulletin for a snapshot of important cultural,
and municipal events — sign up using the “subscribe”
button on the Warrandyte Diar y website or email
james@warrandytediary.com.au to be added to the mailing list.
These Bulletins are due to launch in the first half of this year.

Stories, videos, news, and more...

Facebook. Instrgram. YouTube

CYRIL

Draft Nillumbik Economic Development Strategy 2020–2030
NILLUMBIK COUNCIL is seeking feedback of their Draft Economic
Development Strategy.
At the Ordinary Council Meeting on January 28, Council endorsed
the draft strategy for community feedback.
The Strategy aims to strengthen the economy and facilitate job
creation over the next 10 years.
It outlines what Council will be doing to support existing and
potential businesses in the Shire.
You can provide feedback on the vision, and any or all of
the objectives and actions on the Nillumbik Council website:
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ecodev
There will also be three drop-in information sessions where
subject matter experts will be available to answer any questions
you may have about the strategy.
Monday, March 2, 4pm–8pm, Eltham Library, Panther Place,
Eltham.
Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
After extensive consultation with community, Traditional
Owners, landholders, local councils and stakeholders, the Victorian
Government have released “the first ever plan to holistically protect
and enhance the entire Yarra River corridor” — the Draft Yarra
Strategic Plan.
You can have your say on the plan up until March 22.
Visit: imaginetheyarra.com.au
Draft Disability Action Plan
Nillumbik Council have released their Draft Disability Action
Plan 2020–2024.
Council are seeking comments on the draft plan.
A feedback form is available from the Council’s website:
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/DAP
If you require a copy of the draft, please email inclusion@
nillumbik.vic.gov.au or call 9433 3379.
The Draft Disability Action Plan 2020–2024 outlines Council’s
priorities for action.
Drop-in sessions to discuss this plan are on:
Wednesday, February 19, 9:30am–11:30am, Diamond Creek
YMCA/Community Centre, 28 Main Hurstbridge Road, Diamond
Creek
Thursday, February 20, 10am–12:pm, Hurstbridge Hub,
Graysharps Road, Hurstbridge
Saturday, February 22, 1:30pm–3:30pm, Eltham Library
Community Room, Panther Place, Eltham.
Feedback closes Monday, February 24, at 5pm.

To the person who stole my glasses
I will find you... I have contacts
Contact us for your next spectacles or contact lenses
Ask about our no gap options with extras cover

Mon to Thu 9 to 5.30•Fri 9 to 7•Sat 9 to 1
Ph 9844 4422 warrandyte@eyeson.com.au
Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• SMSF Administration Advice & Other Services
• Accounting, Bookkeeping &
Small Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 • 0409 844 250 • info@johnroberts.com.au

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

DIARY MINI ADS
CHAUFFURED TR ANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.
PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

By PAUL WILLIAMS

Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D
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Pottery Expo 2020
Meet the makers

POTTERS FROM near and far will be
gathering on the banks of the Yarra on
February 22 and 23.
With around 60 ceramicists from the
UK, Western Australia, Tasmania, New
South Wales, Queensland and all parts
of Victoria, the Warrandyte Pottery Expo
will provide a treasure trove of pottery in
every conceivable style and form.
The Pottery Expo at Warrandyte began
20 years ago in February 2001, on a grassy
patch of riverbank near the Bakery, which
is now home to the Federation Playspace.
The Pottery Expo moved to its current
site, on the riverbank below the shops
and the Grand Hotel in Yarra Street, the
following year.
To celebrate its 20th Anniversary, there
will be a special sound and light show on
the Saturday night at 8:30pm.
Echoes is produced by laser light
artist Marc Pascal, who joins with
musicians ORCHA and Ella Thompson,
to collaborate for this special one-off
performance.
Along with a who’s-who of local artists,
featured international guests this year
are Brittons, John Higgins and Richard
Phethean.
Richard Phethean is a Fellow of, and
recently retired as Chair of, the Craft
Potters Association.
For over forty years Richard has been
a visiting teacher and demonstrator of
throwing.
He was a member of staff on the
University of Westminster, Harrow
degree course for 12 years, until its
closure in 2010.
Richard throws, alters and combines
slab elements to assemble vessel
forms in course textured red and black
earthenware clays, then applies layered
washes of brushed clay slips over handcut paper stencils, fundamentally seeking
harmony between form and surface.
John Higgins is a Fellow of the Craft
Potters Association, has a BA degree
in 3D Design/Ceramics, and a Post
Graduate Certificate in Art Education.
He contributes to events, exhibitions
and workshops in the UK , and
internationally.
Many techniques are used to form his
work, the intervention of the unexpected
is the challenge requiring careful
observation of that which happens
along the way.

The ceramic vessels that John Higgins
makes refer most often to architecture,
archaeology and everyday objects.
His mantra is that “a format is
decided, but room is always allowed for
spontaneous and expressive handling of
the medium”.
You can find both artists exhibiting
together at stand 62.
The pair will also be featuring in an
associated exhibition at Manningham
Art Gallery “Take it Out of the Garden”
and be running workshops in February
for those interested in discovering how
they work.
Expo organiser, Jane Annois met
both Richard and John while exploring
ceramics in the UK in 2017, participating
in a workshop with Richard at his studio
in Cornwall.
Jane said: “It is an enormous pleasure
to have them joining us in Warrandyte
for most of February”.
The Pottery Expo will also be showcasing
a figurative ceramic artist from the UK,
Emma Parker, who has recently moved
to live in Melbourne.
She was born in Newcastle upon Tyne
in the North of England and has been
working in clay for almost 25 years,
Emma immigrated to Melbourne in
October 2018.
She has exhibited internationally
within the UK, Europe and Australia,
and is currently Artist in Residence at
Scotch College.
The range of ceramics at the Expo will
be as broad as the imagination of the
makers.
Expect the unexpected, functional and
non-functional, whimsical and practical,
but above all skilled and honed.
The Expo is a free event where everyone
is welcome and encouraged to join in.
The Expo is supported by Manningham
Council’s Community Development
Grant, the Warrandyte Community
Branch of the Bendigo Bank, The Lions
Club and Warrandyte Riverside Market
committee, and organiser Jane Annois
says she is “delighted to feel such
enormous goodwill from the Warrandyte
community”.

2019 Pottery Expo Photos: BILL McAULEY

More information:
www.potteryexpo.com
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It is almost Festival time!
By CHERIE MOSELEN
WARRANDYTE Festival comes to
town during the weekend of March 20
– 22 and its theme is a double-banger
this year.
“Show us your Colours” is an
invitation to paint yourself purple or
don the glitter, whatever it takes to
shower Yarra Street with brilliance
when Saturday’s Grand Parade rolls
through town.
It is also a shout-out that speaks to
one’s character.
The Diary learned that Warrandytian
John Egan has been donating the
fabulous prize of a state-of-the-art
bicycle to the festival’s Billycart
Derby for the past 10 years.
D erby organis er Neil Car ter
expressed his thanks to John, who
has recently “slipped into retirement”
and moved away.
“Thanks Johnno, for helping make
the Derby what it is today, and special
thanks from those smiling youngsters
of ours.”
Like John, there are many locals
whose generosity and commitment
help make Warrandyte a great place
to live.
Standing tall among them are those
men and women who form our local
CFA and State Emergency Service
(SES) crews.
While Warrandyte Festival is a
weekend based around family fun,
it is also a time when the community
spirit that makes this town special
flows in abundance.
Festival participants like the CFA
have been showing their colours at
the event for decades.
During the 1980s, the “ Yarra
Bent Branch Inter-Fire Brigade
Competition” gave festivalgoers a
chance to appreciate CFA skills.
And the SES staged car-cutting
rescues using the “jaws of life”.
These days, the CFA and SES present
a comprehensive display under
a Combined Emergency Services
banner.
Mark Simpson is just one of the
brave local volunteers who formed

part of the CFA strike team which
tackled horrendous fires in Mallacoota
recently.
He also helps man the festival van
that sells jam donuts in support of
North Warrandyte CFA.
“CFA volunteers are busiest over
summer, but we do work all year
round, so every bit counts,” Mark told
the Diary.
“We love having people drop by to
ask about volunteering or just have
a chat about what we do — and who
doesn’t love a jam donut?”
S o, h e a d t o t h e C o m b i n e d
Emergency Services display or duck
into the donut van if you want to show
support for our firies.
Speaking of “duck”… the festival’s
yellow ducks are “going green”!
To spare the river from glitter, paint
and sequins, only nude (undecorated)
ducks can compete in Sunday’s iconic
race.
(To enter, nude ducks must be
returned to the Information Van by
Sunday 1pm.)
However, decorated ducks are
welcome at the Best Dressed Duck
Competition.
Contenders for the crown must
be marshalled at the Upper Reserve
by noon on Saturday, as festival
m o n a rc h s w i l l a n n o u n c e t h e
competition winner on the Main
Stage shortly after.
Ducks can be prior-purchased at
local schools and kindergartens ($3
each or two for $5) or from the festival
Information Van.
Best Dressed ducks will be displayed
on the Upper Reserve throughout the
weekend.
Festival organisers will be at the
Riverside Market on Saturday, March
7 to talk about key features in 2020,
and will have ducks available for sale.
New to the festival this year, Arena
Theatre Co and Manningham Council
present Hidden Creature Gallery.
Create amazing animated creatures
and then hide them around Stiggants
Reserve.
Using smart devices, download
Hidden Creature Gallery by Arena
Theatre Co from your app store and
then watch as creatures come to life.
Hourly workshops to create new
creatures will be held in the Rotunda
on the riverbank from 11am – 3pm on
Saturday and 10am – 3pm on Sunday.
Sign up for a session or grab your
smart device and go hunting for
creatures!
Photo: JOHN FISH

Once again, Warrandyte Donvale
Rotary Art Show will colour the walls
of the Community Church.
Featuring work from local
and interstate artists, art show
entertainment kicks off on Friday
March 20 at 7pm with a Gala Opening.
Tickets costs $25 and include finger
food and drinks.
Last year’s inaugural Emerging
Artist’s Award was a huge success
so it will return, as will the People’s
Choice Award.
A stunning painting by an
established artist will be raffled, with
proceeds this year going to the East
Gippsland Rotary Fire Aid project.
Public viewing across the weekend:
Saturday 9am – 5pm; Sunday 9am –
3:30pm.
Tickets: $5 adults; school-aged
children free.
Film fans! Make sure you grab your
tickets for Warrandyte Film Feast.
Short films from different genres will
be shown at the Riverbank Stage on
the Lower Riverbank on Friday March
20 from 8pm.
Fabulous food, drink and music
available from 6pm.
Tickets available from:
www.trybooking.com/BHHDM
Main Stage music this year features
Battle of the Bands from 4pm on
Saturday, followed by Lunar Tide,
Leslie D King & The Trembling
Shakes, with popular band The Scrims
to close.
Don’t miss Amelia White, Jay Smith
& Friends and fabulous tribute band
BABBA, among others, from 10:30am
on Sunday.
Saturday’s Riverbank Stage features
Magic Happens from noon, followed
by acts such as Caribvic Steelband
and comedian Daniel Connel.
From 9:30am on Sunday, see the Pet
Parade and such acts as Riffmasters
and Sunday Lemonade.
(For more entertainment
information, make sure you read
next month’s Diary feature on Festival
Stages.)
Good news, Warrandyte: Canoeing,
Camels, Kids’ Market — they’re all
back — plus a Silent Disco and Street
Art workshops.
Anything more?
Check out the festival’s Grand Read!
Talented local poets and writers, an
acclaimed guest reader, music and
supper — all for $20.
Warrandyte’s annual literar y
highlight happens upstairs at the
Grand Hotel in Yarra Street at 7pm on
Tuesday, March 24.
Grand Read tickets available at:
www.trybooking.com/BIDBO
Warrandyte Festival: What more
could you want?
For more info on all
things festival, go to:
www.warrandytefestival.org or
contact@warrandytefestival.org

Note: Bottled
(plastic) water
will no longer
be sold at
Warrandyte
Festival, so
please BYO
reusable drink
bottles.
Explore the Festival’s Hidden Creature Gallery
arenatheatre.com.au/project/hidden-creature-gallery/

Calendar Girls
is comedy gold
By CHERIE MOSELEN
WARRANDYTE Theatre Company is
delighted to announce that its show for
Warrandyte Festival 2020 will be heartwarming comedy Calendar Girls.
Written by Tim Firth and directed by
Susan Rundle, the show will run for
eight evening performances only, from
March 20 to April 4, with a matinee on
March 28.
Based on true events, Calendar Girls
is set in a northern English village.
The story revolves around a group
of middle-aged women from the
local Women’s Institute (WI) who
decide to make an “alternative” (read
“nude”) calendar to raise funds for a
new sofa for the local hospital waiting
room — much to the horror of the WI
Chairwoman!
The fundraising effort follows the
death to cancer of one of the members’
husbands.
Calendar Girls highlights how
the collective actions of ordinary
people can give rise to something
extraordinary — in this case, a
fundraising phenomenon not unlike
the amazing efforts we are currently
seeing from ordinary Australians in
response to the country’s horrific
bushfires.
It also touches on the publicity
surrounding the calendar and the very
real (and often negative) pressures it
places on various relationships.
Readers might remember the highly
successful film of the same name,
which starred Helen Mirren, Julie
Walters and Celia Imrie.
Warrandyte Theatre Company’s

production has attracted a stellar
cast, which includes a mixture of
Warrandyte regulars and brings to the
stage some new talent.
Calendar Girls stars Ana Isabel,
Jeanne Snider, Lisa Upson, Louise
Phelan, Simone Kiefer, Noelene
C o o p e r, S a l l y C l o s e , M o n i c a
Greenwood, Sandi Miller, Jeremy
Skuse, Gary Wall, James Poyner and
Luisa Romeo.
Table-style seating will be provided
at each show, so that groups can
enjoy the party, with a maximum of
10 people per table.
Bring-your-own nibbles and drinks.
Wine, beer, tea, coffee, soft drinks
and choc tops will also be on sale.
The Mechanics Institute Hall in
Yarra Street is home to the Warrandyte
Mechanics Institute & Arts Association
(WMIAA), which has been promoting
all forms of the arts in Warrandyte for
more than 60 years.
A novel inclusion at early festivals,
WMIAA first held music hall
entertainments with a compere, skits,
music and dance.
In 1981, these performances were
renamed Follies, which would go on to
tickle the funny bones of Warrandyte
audiences for more than 30 years.
Calendar Girls is true comedy gold
from Warrandyte Theatre Company.
Festival shows sell out
early, so please book
tickets online at:
www.trybooking.com/BGINF
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Bush yields tucker... and more
By JIM POULTER
COASTAL WATTLE for soap?
Bracket fungus to make bread or fire?
She-oak for boomerangs or cushioning?
Just a few examples of native plants
that Aboriginal people used for food,
shelter, cleansing and play, according
to horticulturist Jamie Simpson.
A recognised expert in bush flora,
Simpson demonstrated how some
native varieties meet everyday needs,
during a recent talk to Reconciliation
Manningham’s members and friends
at The Pines Learning and Activity
Centre at Doncaster East.
Simpson enthralled the audience of
80 with practices that can contribute
to sustainability efforts.
“The land provided everything
the Aboriginal people needed,” said
Simpson.
For example, the bracket fungus that
can be found growing on eucalyptus
trees has a highly flammable inside
material.
With a flint, it can be used to produce
long-burning embers to light up a
campfire.
Another use is for food – dried out, it
can be eaten raw or cooked and tastes
like bread.
The she-oak, while known for its
wood for boomerangs or shields, has
pine-like leaves that have been used
for years as a natural cushioning
material with the additional benefit
of repelling snakes.
There’s also the coastal wattle with
leaves that can be crushed to produce
some suds and used as soap or facial
cleanser.
Simpson reminded the audience
on the importance of regenerating
the land.
Aboriginal people traditionally
practised moving regularly from one
location to another to allow nature to

renew till they returned to the same
place.
“ The land remembers what
happened to it,” Simpson said.
“Being responsible means paying
respect to the earth.”
An exciting prospect Simpson
p re s e n t e d i s t h e c o m m e rc i a l
opportunity of some native plants.
“Bush foods have great industry
potential — a kilogram of native Yarra
River mint could fetch a wholesale
price of up to $50,” he said.
It is certainly an enticing thought
for green thumbs especially if local
restaurants are encouraged to offer
dishes using bush ingredients.
The next time you’re walking around
your local park or reserve, look out for
native plants, be inspired to grow a
couple at home or perhaps encourage
your local council to organise a bush
food garden.
Propagating knowledge is part of
what Simpson said will keep the
culture of bush foods alive.

Other native plants
presented
White correa alba
Leaves can be pounded and brewed
for tea, producing an aroma and taste
similar to English Breakfast tea.
Scented tea tree
Used for medicinal purposes.
Leaves can be crushed up and
inhaled, or mixed with emu fat to
produce a poultice used for healing.
Bubeala shrub
Produces edible fruit similar to
blueberries.
Cherry Ballart
(exocarpos cuppressiformis)
Apart from producing sweet fruit, this
redwood makes good carving wood
for boomerangs, spears or tools.

What’s on
at Living
& Learning
Nillumbik
– where people share,
learn and connect.

What will you learn
in 2020?
Refine your digital photography,
learn a language, pick up that
guitar or take your skills to the
next level with a Certificate or
Diploma. Places are still available
in a wide range of workshops and
courses for all ages.
Over 50s are invited to
Be Connected – a free course
covering the basics of using digital
devices and engaging online.
Enrol online, in person or over
the phone.
03 9433 3744 or
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

Common reed
(pharmatis australis)
An aquatic plant that is considered to
be like bamboo.
Its shoots are edible if they’re picked
from areas with clean water.
Tetragonia
(Also known as native spinach)
Planted along a wall, it can be used
for food for humans or chooks.
Mat-rush
(lomandra longifolia)
A grass plant whose vegetable-like
base is edible. Its leaves can be made
pliable making it popular for use in
basket weaving.
Murnong daisy or yam daisy
(microseris lanceolata)
Aboriginal people take part of the
tuber for food but put the remainder
back into the ground to keep it alive.
The remaining part multiplies rapidly
with one plant capable of dividing into
up to 10 plants.
Bootlace bush
(pimelea axiflora)
A protected species whose bark
produces fibre stronger than hemp.
The fibre can withstand forces and is
good for tying roofing material.
About Jamie Simpson:
Jamie Simpson is a well-known
horticulturist and presenter on
native Aboriginal plants.
He has written a book ‘Bush Foods
and Survival Plants of Southeast
Australia’ to capture the knowledge
he has amassed from conversations
with different Aboriginal groups
and looking at archives since the
1980s.
For more on Jamie’s work, visit the
Facebook page
@walkabouteducation

Photos: (top) Jamie Simpson
presenting at the Reconciliation
Manningham talk.
Jamie Simpson (left) showing the
bracket fungus that can be eaten,
or used to make fire.
About Reconciliation
Manningham:
Reconciliation Manningham
is a group of committed people
working to advance reconciliation
through partnership between
Aboriginal people and all others
who have subsequently made
Australia their home.
The group is particularly focused
on the dissemination of the rich
knowledge regarding traditional
Aboriginal land use and culture.

Healthy and Active
Ageing Expo

Home Harvest
Picnic 2020

A new community
directory

A free event showcasing a range of
health and wellbeing activities and
services in Nillumbik and Banyule
for over-55s.

Join a celebration of home-grown
produce and local food.

A new online directory of Nillumbik
community groups has been launched.

Community-supplied produce is turned
into delicious picnics by trained cooks
and shared at a joyous community
picnic on Sunday 1 March at Edendale
Community Environment Farm.

To add your group’s free listing, provide
your details at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/MyCity

Connect with businesses or organisations
that support healthy, active and connected
living. Sunday 1 March 10am-4pm at
Eltham High School.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/healthy-activeageing-expo

Open Farm Day
Explore, discover and play when
working farms in Nillumbik open
their gates on Sunday 22 March.
Meet the farmers and learn about fruit
and veggies, livestock and animals,
orchards and vineyards, flowers and food.
A perfect day out for all ages.
Find us on Facebook @OpenFarmDay

Community Events
Grants available
Grants of up to $5000 are available for
community groups and organisations to
assist in the delivery of events – supporting
items such as traffic management,
equipment hire or entertainment suppliers.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/grants

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/home-harvest-picnic

International
Women’s Day
Celebrate the achievements and
contributions of women at the
annual IWD Dinner at Eltham
Community & Reception Centre
on Wednesday 4 March.
Tickets include entry to the Women in
Business Marketplace, guest speakers
including Maxine Beneba Clarke,
entertainment, a glass of bubbles,
dinner and gift bag.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/IWD

Pet registrations
Cat and dog registrations are due on
9 April. To update your details or view
more information, visit
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/petrego

Co-LLAB
Tired of working from home?
Looking for an inspiring space to
work for a couple of days?
Co-LLAB is a series of free pop up
co-working spaces in Christmas Hills,
St Andrews and Arthurs Creek during March.
Find out more and register at
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/collab

Arts and Cultural
Committee
Have your say on key issues related
to Nillumbik’s cultural landscape
by joining the Arts and Cultural
Advisory Committee.
If you have a passion for arts and culture,
complete a nomination form before
1 March at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
arts-committee
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Bringing it home
food
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
LIKE MANY other locals, my partner
and I were ver y surpr ised and
disappointed when the restaurant,
Next Door, closed its doors.
We loved the staff, the ambience —
and of course — the food!
So naturally, we were thrilled to learn
that our wonderful “chef next door”,
Tom Johnston, had opened his own
restaurant a few doors down — where
Altair once was — and taken his cuisine,
as well as some lovely staff, with him.
Tom and his partner Simone are
locals, so he loves being able to work
in his own community.
On asking him who inspired his
choice of profession, it was lovely to
hear, it was his mum. After working all
day, she didn’t come home and create
a quick stir fry, she threw a big roast in
the oven.
And, it wasn’t just the family who
benefited, often it was shared with
neighbours.
Tom was given the opportunity
through Eltham College to do a preapprenticeship at Yering Station Winery,
this then led to a full apprenticeship —
and as they say — the rest is history.
Prior to working at Next Door, Tom
worked for the Tommy Collins Group
and Meat Maiden.
He prefers to cook rustic meals,
enhanced by a touch of fire, different
from anything we could create at home.
He uses local produce and wines.
The food is always fresh and
unprocessed, not always easy to source,
but the taste it brings makes it worth the
trouble to find.
He aims to bring food back to what it
once was, wholesome and tasty with a
sense of home.

We have tried many of Tom’s dishes.
Some of our favourites are fired
flatbread with truffled honey and goats
curd, roasted chat potatoes with lemon
thyme salt and garlic, and the mouthwatering charcoal half chicken with
pineapple chilli lime marinade and
bean shoot salad.
However, on this occasion we enjoyed
grilled tiger prawns with garlic and
herb butter and citrus sauce — along
with charred greens with garlic cream,
almond and roasted lemon oil.
For dessert, we indulged in dark
chocolate delice with frozen raspberries
and roasted beetroot cream.
Delicious!
Always one for a bit of flair, Tom
sources locally grown, wild plums and
crafts them into something truly special
which we a keen to come back and try,
the next time he picks them — give me
a home among the gum trees, with lots
of plum trees – and anything else that
takes his fancy, and imagination, and
is able to source in the wild.

Ember brings to Warrandyte, a bit of
sophistication, along with a big dose
of warmth, welcoming and wonderful
cuisine.
Just what Tom’s mum brought to his
home.
Ember is open for brunch on
weekends between 10am and 2pm.
Wednesday through till Sunday,
5pm till 10pm, and now Happy Hour
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 3pm
till 6pm.
152 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
— 9844 5548
On Sunday, January 12, Ember had a
fund raising dinner.
They sold out within three days thanks
to incredible support from suppliers
and the local community.
$6,675.00 was raised with 100 per cent
being donated to the Victorian Bushfire
Appeal and Wildlife Victoria.
An amazing effort by all.
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Ringwood & Warrandyte Osteopathy the club by providing the following
have been long time supporters of treatment offer for any injured
ProudlyFootball
supporting
the community
since 2002
the Warrandyte
Club and
players.
our goal is to work alongside and Pay NO GAP* on your next Osteopathy
complement
the dedicated
trainers Drconsultation
Committed
local osteopaths,
Richard
to get you injury free
who deal with match day injuries and ASAP...
Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established
then support the players to get match
*No out of pocket expense if you
fit oncepractice
again. in Warrandyte in 2002 with a
have a claimable private health
This year
wetowould
likepatients
to further
insurance plan with Osteopathy
vision
provide
the highest
strengthen our partnership with cover
quality of Osteopathic care; treating
“injuries” as well as maintaining the
THE OFFER INCLUDES
“health and wellness”
of examination
the body. by one of our experienced
•	a comprehensive
osteopathic
practitioners to assess and diagnose the underlying cause and risk factors
of your
injury longer with you to
We spend
• hands-on osteopathic treatment and exercise rehabilitation plansciatica
accurately assess, diagnose and treat
• a personalised management plan detailing any treatment or rehab exercises
your condition, resulting in fast and
sports injuries

(OFFER VALUED AT $95)
effective
results.
If you are
recently injured
or struggling with a recurring condition we recommend give
shoulder
us a call or BOOK ONLINE to have a consultation with one of our frozen
OSTEOPATHS.
•	Don’t have private health insurance (or already reached your limit)?
No problem. We are happy to offer this special deal for $50.back & neck pain
Conditions of offer:
headache & migraines
• Available for Warrandyte Football Club players
• A limit of 1 booking per injury
jaw pain treatment (TMJ)
• Available at either our Warrandyte or Ringwood clinic

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465

www.osteopathymelbourne.org

MANNINGHAM
COMMUNITY GRANTS
Program 2020
Applications are now open for
Manningham’s Community Grants Program.
Community groups and organisations that deliver activities
that benefit our local community are invited to apply.
There are three categories:
•

Community Development Grants – activities that benefit
and meet the needs of our diverse community.

•

Arts and Culture Grants – activities that celebrate
community life and increase connection through access to
arts, culture and heritage locally.

•

Small Grants – one-off, innovative activities or equipment
purchases that strengthen communities and enhance our
quality of life.

For grant guidelines, key dates and to book into an information
session, visit manningham.vic.gov.au/community-grantprogram
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We Are Here: Stories of Home, Place and Belonging
By SUSAN FOREMAN
AMPLIFYING THE voices of people
who have experienced homelessness,
We Are Here is a vibrant and moving
collection of stories showcasing the
creative talents of people who have
experienced homelessness, with all
profits going to charities working with
homeless communities.
We Are Here, published in November
2019 by Affirm Press, is edited by
novelist, homelessness researcher and
former deputy editor of The Big Issue,
Meg Mundell.
The book features 42 authors with
diverse experiences and backgrounds.
Contributors include undiscovered
and emerging talents alongside
already-celebrated authors such as
Behrouz Boochani, Claire G. Coleman,

Krissy Kneen, Josiane Behmoiras and
Gregory P. Smith, with a foreword
by Tony Birch, as well as work from
visual artists who have experienced
homelessness.
Diary columnist, Jo French, was both
a contributor and editorial assistant
and says working on this project was
an eye opening experience.
“Working closely with Meg and
several of the contributors gave me
fresh insight into the current and very
real, everyday struggles many face.
“My own story touches on a time
when the generosity and support of
those around me was a lifeline that
enabled me to rebuild my own life as a
single parent with a young child.”
While all the contributors have
been paid for their work thanks to

funding provided by a 2019 City of
Melbourne Arts Grant, all profits
from the sale of this book will be
donated to charities working with
homeless communities: The Big Issue,
Roomers Magazine (Elwood St Kilda
Neighbourhood Learning Centre),
Launch Housing (Common Ground
Development, Elizabeth Street) and the
Peer Education and Support Program,
at the Council to Homeless Persons.
Profits will be used to fund creative
programs for the organisations’ clients.
“These heartfelt stories reveal how
vitally important place is to all of us,
as human beings – and the potentially
devastating costs of not having a place
to call your own,” editor Meg Mundell
said.
“The creative process can bring joy in

World Premiere Dazzles Audiences
By DON HUGHES
TALENTED Warrandyte dancer and
choreographer, Loughlan Prior, has
explored new artistic boundaries
dazzling audiences on the international
stage with his new production of
Hansel & Gretel.
The Royal New Zealand Ballet
(RNZB) premiered his first full length
work in November.
The Ballet had a familiar story-line
yet was full of enchanting surprises
receiving critical and box office
acclaim.
A dark and scary tale of two children,
alone, lost in the woods and hungry,
who stumble upon an adorable
looking cottage was transformed into
a fantastical landscape of expressionist
1920’s cinematic Germany — invoking
all the senses.
The underlying themes of
underprivileged children, bullying and
stranger danger makes the medieval
fairy-tale timeless, yet so relevant to
today.
Loughlan wanted to showcase
“Hansel & Gretel’s resilience to
adversity and how they overcome
the temptations of the evil witch after
being lured into the magical forest”.
Visually, the dance performances
were both compelling and electrifying;
uplifted by large-scale cinematic
effects (the magic of silent movies),
old-fashioned music hall vaudeville
(the international language of
comedy), whilst being infused with the
wafting of gingerbread scent through
the audience.
All of this was entwined by a
specially commissioned score by

inspirational composer Clare Cowan,
played superbly by the Auckland
Philharmonic Orchestra.
Stunning sets by Kate Hawley (The
Hobbit, Suicide Squad) evoked a
kaleidoscope of fantasy creating a
mystical tangled forest made of forks
and a mouth-watering gingerbread
house.
The fast-moving performance even
used smell & taste: the irresistible
smell of gingerbread throughout the
auditorium was satisfied at interval
with scrumptious samples!
As a soloist with the RNZB, Loughlan
has travelled the world and received
many awards.
Making the seemingly natural
transition from performer to
choreographer, his infectious ability
is leading the RNZB on a journey of
international acclaim and recognition.
He also recently lent his skills to
the Queensland Ballet under Artistic
Director Li Cunxin (of Mao’s Last
Dancer fame).
Receiving the Warrandyte Youth Arts
award in 2014 highlights the critical
support an emerging choreographer
needs from their community.
“Dance was not the usual afterschool activity for a young boy in
the nineties — a supportive and
forward-thinking community helped
me achieve my artistic passion — I
will be forever grateful.” reminisced
Loughlan.
Along with Loughlan’s proud mother
Deidre, the business manager of
Anderson’s Creek Primary School, an
entourage of his family and friends
from Warrandyte made the pilgrimage

to this superbly-crafted adaptation
of Hansel & Gretel for the Christmas
season at the Dame Kiri Te Kanawa
Theatre in Auckland — arguably New
Zealand’s finest.
Receiving rave reviews, the season
sold out and is possibly destined for
an international tour.
Is Melbourne next?

A Perspective on Photographic Image Making
talking images
By BILL McAULEY
PHOTOGRAPHY is a weird, hybrid
transformative art, both technical and
emotional.
Consider the irony: the camera is
a machine able to clinically capture
something as abstract and fleeting as
human emotion.
Photographing people is the science of
capturing humanity.
The camera, the technical part, is a
mechanical device made from hundreds
of moving parts.
Using a timed exposure it captures
light that reflects off a subject or
situation and through a lens projects
that image on to a digital receptor.
The photographer controls the
emotional part, having the empathy
with which to see and feel the subject
in the moment.
Photography is about anticipation
and then capturing the essential
communication of the moment.
It could be the shy smile of a child
or the moment of truth in a volatile
situation.
A photographer anticipates and
reacts to that moment with hand-eye
coordination and fires the shutter at
exactly the right time.
Great images encourage the viewer to
feel emotion — love, anger, compassion,
sadness, empathy and abhorrence.

Any reaction validates the potency of
the image.
It has been a great privilege to try to
respectfully capture the humanity of
my subjects, their heartfelt expressions
of confusion, pride, adoration, scorn,
horror, grief, amusement, hatred,
passion, joy and pain.
The photographer’s eye processes the
capture of the image, but it’s his heart
that decides when to fire the shutter.
It is the same with landscape or still
life photography.
It is the emotion and feeling of the
photographer that decides when the
shot is right; you either feel it or you
don’t.
Sometimes the viewer will see
something completely different to that
which the photographer intended.
Beauty really is in the eye of the
beholder and sometimes the
photographer’s subtlety reveals the
sub-conscious.
Many people have complimented
me on subtle connections or nuances
they’ve made, but which I have been
completely unaware of, in my work.
Photographers are exceptionally
curious and have the patience to
explore.
And they must be stubborn and
willing to wait for conditions to become
perfect.
I once waited seven hours for a tiger
to drink from a pond.
My finger on the trigger the whole
time, then as the magnificent beast

approached the water and began to
drink he looked up straight into my lens.
Click!
The tiger was captured and it was
worth the wait.
A good photographer loves humanity
and wants to communicate, to reach
out and shout, “hey, have a look at this”!
Then there is the rapport needed with
every subject, whoever they might be:
rock stars, criminals, street people,
artists, or the kids next door, all have a
story to tell and the photographer needs
to have enough empathy to honestly
portray the essence of each and every
one of them.
Photography is about people and
their humanity, but perhaps more
importantly, it’s a visual archive on
which future generations may ponder.
I hope they don’t judge us too harshly
when they look back at our world.
In the next edition of the Diary this
new column ‘Talking Images’ will begin
to explore different facets of image
making such as depth of field, action
photography, wild-life photography,
focus, composition, portraiture, macro
(close-up) and lighting.
Photography is a wonderful way to
express your creativity, especially in
Warrandyte with its natural beauty,
abundant wildlife and wonderful
characters to shoot and capture with
your camera.
Bill McAuley
Mob.0412 510 019
billymc0905@hotmail.com

itself, but telling your story and being
heard also matters.
“To have readers be moved, surprised,
excited by what you’ve written can be
especially valuable for anyone who has
been homeless and has had people
underestimate what you’re capable of.’
By turns gripping, heartfelt and
humorous, the stories in We Are Here
illuminate, challenge and re-imagine
our place in the world.
Drawn from real-life experiences of
the contributors — all of whom have
survived or are currently experiencing
homelessness — the collection is an
original, sharply observed and honest
look at how we understand home,
place, and belonging.
We Are Here is available at all good
bookshops.

Poems Far and Wide
review
By JO FRENCH
LOCAL POET John Jenkins seems to
find poetry everywhere, as his latest
book’s title suggests.
Poems Far and Wide contains a
wide variety of material, with many
literally globe-trotting poems set in
Cuba, Ireland, Athens, China, France,
Russia and Vietnam.
Closer to home, where John lives
in Kangaroo Ground, a place he calls
“Hillbilly Heaven”, there are poems
about chopping wood in winter, wedgetail eagles, the dangers of freeway
driving, the rapid development and
destruction of local landscapes and
even the single leaf of a foxglove plant.
One particular poem that caught
my eye was At the Writer’s Day where,
amongst verses of literary voices all
wanting to write “important books,
to change the world” the poet takes
a moment to think, and then says
to those around him that he instead
“would like to write a small poem about
foxgloves”.
Larger themes and ideas also appear:
such as the celebration of poet and
physicist James Clerk Maxwell, whose
equations arguably underpin our fastemerging Digital Age.
There are also portrait poems of Lewis
Carroll and his famous Cheshire Cat, of
Elvis Presley, the poet Dylan Thomas,
as well as other interesting artists and
performers.
John also seems to have a flair for
longer narrative poems, or poems that

tell stories, as well as for more dramatic
ones, including an imaginary opera
about the Sydney Harbour Bridge.
Th e re a re s e ve ra l d rea m - l i ke
poems, and many laced with humour
and decidedly tongue-in-cheek
observations of modern life.
To balance the longer poems in the
collection, John has also included a
selection of micro-mini or “bonsai”
poems, of just two or three lines, as
well as ones of about a page in length,
to complete the impression of a lively
variety, and present something for
everyone.
Poems Far and Wide was launched
in last year at The Dark Horse Cafe in
Watson’s Creek and includes two firstprize winners, of both an international
literary award and leading Australian
poetry competition.
John was subsequently a featured
reader at the inaugural Eltham Poetry
Reading in September, then a featured
reader in November at the monthly
Poetry@Chrissy Hills event.
John has been publishing his poems
since the late 1960s and has been a
long-time regular at the annual Grand
Read, held as part of the Warrandyte
Festival.
John will read from Poems Far
and Wide at the next Grand Read on
Tuesday, March 24, upstairs at The
Grand Hotel, Warrandyte.
Poems Far and Wide is available in
good bookshops and online or direct
from national distributor, New South
Books at www.newsouthbooks.com.
au/books/poems-far-and-wide/
For more information, contact John
at www.johnjenkins.com.au
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Artists and Art Lovers dig deep for Bushfire Relief
By SANDI MILLER
THE ART WORLD has come out to
support the Victorian Bushfire Appeal,
with Montsalvat hosting an exhibition
of works donated by local artists.
Entitled Destruction Beauty and
Hope the exhibition runs across two
spaces within the historic arts centre.
Montsalvat Art Manager, Natalie
Buckley told the Diary that 100 per
cent of the purchase price will be
donated via the Bendigo Bank to the
Victorian Bushfire Relief Fund.
Artist Karen Hopkins was invited to
hold an exhibition in at Montsalvat,
but, as she told the Diary, when the
enormity of the fire became apparent,
she felt it was an opportunity to do
something.
“I was just in grief with the fires and
I thought I can’t do an exhibition just
with my own work, let’s see if we can
do a fundraising one, and I spoke to
Natalie about the idea and she put it
to the board and they just ran with it
so quickly, I am in awe of what they
have done, and we have had a fantastic
response,”
Natalie said since Karen planted the
seed it has been all systems go.
“We put a call out to all our lovely
artists who we have worked with in the
past and the response has just been
phenomenal — over 100 art works have
been donated, including ceramics,
paintings, sculpture, photographs,
textile and craft objects — It has been

incredible,” she said
North Warrandyte artist, Walter
Magilton said it was an easy decision
to donate to the cause.
Walter was a member of the North
Warrandyte Fire Brigade and fought
the Ash Wednesday Bushfires, and
his family have been caught up in the
recent fires.
His daughter has lost part of her
sheep farm at Mt Torrens in South
Australia in this summer’s fires.
“They didn’t lose their house or
sheds, but a lot of sheep and everything
was burnt,” he said.
And Walter’s son has been working
as part of the Army Reserve contingent
in Gippsland with Operation Bushfire
Assist.
“We live in a very high risk fire area
ourselves, so it wasn’t hard to feel for
people, we lost a lot the other day with
the hail, but nothing like losing your
home and contents – and there are so
many people over such a large area —
it wasn’t hard to donate,” Walter said.
Bend of Islands artist Ona Henderson
and her partner Syd Tunn lived
through the events of Black Saturday,
losing seven friends in the tragic events
and saw many friends lose everything
to the flames.
She also has relatives currently living
in Mallacoota.
“As soon as these fires hit, I thought
we have got to do something!” she said.
She said this year’s fires brought

a lot of memories back up, but she
was pleased to see that lessons have
been learned from the events of Black
Saturday.
“I’m watching people do it in a
different way this time, because
perhaps, we learnt that ‘leave and live’
was better than ‘stay or go’.
“That is really important because we
have saved an awful lot of lives this
way,” she said.
Natalie said the response from art
lovers was just as wholehearted.
“Even before the exhibition opened,
we had sold two pieces,” she said.
The opening weekend saw the
red stickers out in force, with the
exhibition already raising $12,000 for
the Victorian Bushfire Appeal — with
still a month left to run — and with
the exhibition’s three big-ticket silent
auction pieces still taking bids.
The proceeds are managed by the
Bendigo Bank foundation, with 100
per cent of the sale of the artworks
going directly to help devastated
communities.
Malcolm Hackett OAM who is
the chair of the board of volunteer
directors who manage the Bendigo
Community Bank, in Diamond Creek
Eltham Hurstbridge, Doreen, Mernda
and King Lake.
Malcolm’s own home and farm
business was destroyed in the fires
at Strathewen in the Black Saturday
bushfires and he became the elected

chair of the Strathewen community
renewal association which managed
government allocations and charitable
funds donated to Strathewen.
Malcom spoke at the Exhibition
opening as a bushfire survivor about
the importance of showing support to
the effected communities.
“The politicians and the dignitaries
have to go there and show their
support, it is a token, they have to do it
if they don’t do it, they get into trouble.
“If they do it, it doesn’t mean a lot,
it is like a box has been ticked, at least
they showed up, at least they did the
right thing.
“The stuff that really matters is when
you see a CFA tanker that has come
from 200 kilometres away, then you are
uplifted by this sense of belonging to
the bigger community — these people,
they came.
“When the Australian Army pitch
tents in a paddock… what it tells you
is the nation cares, so seeing those
people matters enormously.
“When truckloads of hay arrive from
western Victoria and people from
Queensland show up to fix fences
there is this powerful sense that you
are not alone.
“But not everyone can do that.
“The best way for the rest of the
nation to show their support is to
donate money — cash.
“People often think that is a bit crass,
but when I had no home and was

staying with friends, seeing millions of
dollars roll in from all over the country
— and even internationally — it is
profoundly symbolic — but there is
the practical side — something can be
done with it.
“The cash that you are donating
makes a huge difference to people
rebuilding their lives.
“The money that is donated through
all of these charitable funds makes
a huge difference in rebuilding the
community, and I don’t just mean
rebuilding the buildings, some money
will go towards that, if they lost a
community hall they will need one
back again very badly.
“What that money helps with
is rebuilding the cohesion of the
community and looking after the wellbeing of the people who stayed.
“Some people will go, new people
will come in, they have lost what
they have, the cohesion they had, the
community that they had and they
have to renew it.
“They have to do things together, they
have to have opportunities to do stuff
together, so they can grow again and
make it stronger.
“One of the things that makes a
difference is knowing that people
stand with you — it makes a huge
difference,” Malcolm said.
The Exhibition continues at
Montsalvat in Eltham until March 6.

More ways to give to the disaster appeal

WTC puts on a show
OUR VERY own Warrandyte Theatre
Company are stepping out for a cause
with a Bushfire Appeal Concert at the
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute on
February 29.
All your favourite performers from
the Follies, including Alan Cornell,
Jock Macneish, Simone Kiefer,
Noelene Cooper, David Tynan, Jack
Stringer, Heather and Glenn Jameson,
Grant Purdy, The Chocolate Lillies
— to name just a few, are treading
the boards in support of the Bushfire
Appeal.
And Warrandyte has got right
behind them.

The event’s two performances sold
out within a matter of hours of the
tickets being released.
So, for the fortunate 200 or so people
who have managed to secure a seat,
they are in for a wonderful night’s
entertainment, knowing the proceeds
are going to a great cause.
Pots for the Bushfires
The potters at Warrandyte Pottery
Expo have donated works to raise
money for the appeal (see page 22).
Works can be purchased at the
event’s fundraising tent, with all
proceeds to help those impacted by
the fires.

Bushfire Disaster Appeal
Bendigo Bank and the Salvation
Army have partnered to raise funds
to assist all communities affected by
bushfire in Australia.
Donations can be made at a branch
or through the appeals website:
w w w. b e n d i g o b a n k . c o m . a u /
appeals/bushfire-appeals/
Wildlife Victoria
Wildlife Victoria is currently seeking
donations to provide support to
Wildlife Shelters impacted by
bushfire.
Donations will allow these shelters
to repair fences, building and

enclosures to continue the work of
caring for Australian wildlife.
Donations can be made through
their website:
www.wildlifevictoria.org.au
BlazeAid
BlazeAid is a volunteer-based
organisation that works with families
and individuals in rural Australia
after natural disasters such as fires
and floods.
Working alongside the rural families,
volunteers help to rebuild fences
and other structures that have been
damaged or destroyed.
Bl aze A i d vo l u nt e e r s w o rk i n

a disaster-affected area for many
months, not only helping individuals
and families, but also helping rebuild
the local communities.
BlazeAid have camps across Australia
accepting volunteers to assist, and
welcome either cash donations or
donations of fencing material or
other equipment needed to run their
operations.
For more information:
blazeaid.com.au
Empty Esky
Have a domestic getaway to a fire
affected community where your
tourist dollar will directly assist the
area’s recovery.
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Making a difference
BY TRACEY MAILE
EVERY YEAR, Warrandyte Primary
School’s Grade 5 and 6 students take
part in an important You Can Make a
Difference project.
The objective is to encourage the
students to see that even at a young
age, individually or in groups, they
have the ability to make a difference
in the lives of others.
Senior teacher, Jayde Cairns
explained to the Diary that it was
part of the school’s philosophy to
encourage students to look outwards
and to practise gratitude as part of
helping others.
“We want our students to develop
as contributing members of society,
contributing to their school and
local community, but also to start
looking outwards to other people
who are perhaps doing things tough
somewhere else in Victoria, or
Australia, or even worldwide.
“We saw a lot of fundraising
over January for the bushfires and
firefighters, and it’s a powerful way
for children to learn that they do
have the ability to help others, even if
they’re young.
“Our You Can Make a Difference
program starts by encouraging the
students to identify an area where
they would like to make a difference,
s o m e t h i ng t hat t h e y ca n f e e l
passionate about.
“They then have the option to get
together with other like-minded
students who identified a similar area,
or they can work alone if they prefer.
“Every year we are blown away by
the array of ideas that they come up
with.
“Some students work to support
established organisations like the
Salvos or The Smith Family, others
will organise Ride to School or Walk

to School days,” she said.
This year, proje cts include d
collecting sanitary products for a
homeless shelter, creating joke cards
for residents of a nursing home, and
collecting blankets for an animal
shelter.
“We even had one student who had
a very creative environmental idea of
students putting all their seeded fruit
pips from lunch into one collection
box at school so that he could then
use them to develop seedlings to plant
fruit trees,” said Ms Cairns
Ms Cairns went to comment about
the value of the project as a learning
experience, regardless of whether
their ideas worked.
“Hopefully it helps set them up to
look for opportunities in the future
where they might make a difference
in the lives of others.”
11 year old students Zara and Lucy
worked on a project to collect gifts for
The Smith Family charity.
“Lucy and I decided on The Smith
Family because we think every child
deserves to receive toys or books on
Christmas Day, even if the parents
don’t have the money and resources
to pay for presents.
“We committed to providing 30 new
books and 30 new toys,” Zara said.
Donations well exceeded their target
and the students took 56 toys and 42
books to the charity’s collection point.
B u t , a s Z a ra e x p l a i n e d , t h e
Wa r ra n d y t e P r i ma r y S c h o o l
community’s generosity compelled
them to continue their project.
“Even after we dropped off the
donated goods to The Smith Family,
further donations arrived at school,
so at the end of the year we were able
to take another 30 or so presents to
Bendigo Vinnies.
“When we were dropping these to
the Assistance Centre, the manager

was so happy and was impressed that
the children in Warrandyte cared to
make a difference.
She said they had people in the
Assistance Centre right then who
wouldn’t have been able to give
Christmas presents to their children.”
Lily (11), Hailey and Liz (both age
12) chose to collect donations for the
Salvation Army.
Lily spoke to the Diary about their
project.
“While there are many fantastic
char ity organisations, w e felt
connected to the Salvo’s because of all
their great work supporting families in
need, to provide children with the best
start in life possible.
“We were a little unsure of the best
way that we could provide practical
help though.
“At first, we were going to do a bake
sale in order to raise funds that we
could donate, but then we realised
that there were already a few groups
at school using that same idea and
we wanted to find another way that
people could contribute to our cause.”
After talking to the Salvation Army,
Lily, Hailey and Liz decided to collect
unwanted clothing for the charity.
“We put a big basket at the front of
the office and were very pleased that
after just one week we had received
over 150 items.
“The next task was for us to wash and
sort the goods into categories, before
taking them to the Salvation Army
collection point.
“They were extremely grateful for
the donations our project had brought
in,” said Lily.
The program teaches students to
look more closely at the world, to try
and help out, whenever and wherever
they can, something which Lily put
into practice over the summer break.
“When the terrible bushfires started

Zara and Lucy

in Gippsland over the holidays, I
wanted to help.
“With my mum’s help we contacted a
local charity group called Pinchapoo.
org.au.
“They were collecting donations
of toiletry products like toothpaste,
deodorant and sanitary items to put
together hygiene packs for emergency
workers and families immediately
affected by the fires.
“I used the money I had been saving
from birthday and Christmas gifts
to buy some of the products they
needed.
“I bagged them up and we drove
over to the warehouse to deliver them.
“Being part of the project [at school]
made me realise that even though I’m
not an adult, there are still so many
ways that I can help to bring about
positive change to my community,
and to help the environment which
one day my own children will grow
up in.”

Lily

2020 Tour Dates
Saturday Morning Tours - 9:30am
•

22 February

•

2 May

•

22 August (2022 Year 7 Scholarship Test)

School at Work Tours - 9.30am
•

Thursday 19 March

•

Friday 15 May

•

Wednesday 17 June

•

Tuesday 28 July

•

Friday 23 October

•

Thursday 26 November

Early Years Walk - 9.30am
(Early Learning and Prep)

•

Thursday 12 March

•

Tuesday 21 April

•

Wednesday 27 May

Bookings are essential:

www.billanook.vic.edu.au/book-a-tour

personalised learning

stunning facilities

simplied fees
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We are the world

1,000
Cranes

By TRACEY MAILE

Year 8 mentors
By JOSEPH CARUANA
IN DECEMBER, 12 Year 8 students
volunteered to participate in a
mentoring program.
The program involved intensive
training and culminated in visiting two
of our local primary schools.
The primary schools which joined
us in this exciting program were
Anderson’s Creek Primary School and
Warrandyte Primary School.
The brief of the mentoring was
to assist Grade 6 students with the
transition into high school.
Our wonderful, trained and
enthusiastic Year 8 mentors travelled
to both primary schools where they
engaged in an hour long mentoring
session with the Grade 6 students.

The primary school students were
surveyed, both before and after the
mentoring, as a way of measuring the
effectiveness of the program.
It was very encouraging to see that
the concern and anxiety shared by
some of the primary school students
decreased significantly following the
mentoring sessions.
Warrandyte High School partnered
with Gateway LLEN who provided
the training for our awesome Year 8
volunteers.
On December 4, our Year 8 mentors
attended a thank you lunch hosted at
the Manningham City Council, where
they each received a certificate as an
acknowledgement of their wonderful
display of citizenship.

By TRACEY MAILE
THE WORLD CAME to Warrandyte
Primary School on their International
Day recently, with students dressing
up in a dazzling array of costumes
representing a surprisingly wide range
of countries.
Organised by the school’s Japanese
captains, Max and Cameron, students
celebrated different cultures through
clothing — whether it was wearing a
representation of a national costume,
or something inspired by the culture
or sporting achievements of another
country, students came up with some
very creative interpretations of the
theme.
Acting Principal, Cathie Brooks
e x p l a i n e d a b o u t t h e s c h o o l ’s
international outlook and how students
embraced the idea of an International
Day.
“We have started to create a strong
international focus at Warrandyte
Primary School in recent years.
“In an increasingly globalised world,
it is important for us to encourage our
students to be outward looking, to
start developing an understanding that
there’s a very wide world out there, and
not everybody necessarily does things
the same way that we do.
“At this stage, we want to encourage
students to find out about different
foods, clothing, traditions and cultures,

and to start to appreciate that people
live in all sorts of different ways.
“We had ninjas, Spanish flamenco
dancers, Argentinian soccer players
and one girl choosing to dress in a hijab
on our International Day — it was a real
celebration of cultures.”
Whether through international
conferences, the school’s Japanese
pen pal program or its international
Christmas card exchange helps the
students realise they live in a global
community and International Day is
a fun and creative way to reinforce
this idea.
The international relationships
students and teachers have fostered
were further highlighted by an
international response to the Australian
bushfire crisis.
“Messages of concern and support
started to come in from our pen pal
schools in Japan and many of the
schools in the international Christmas
card program.
“For those students and teachers
overseas, there was real concern about
what was going on in Australia, and
they were following developments
online and through their own local
media.
“It really was very touching to receive
all those messages of support from
around the world,” said Ms Brooks.

AT THE END of March, I will have the
pleasure of escorting a group of ladies
to Japan for a craft, cooking, cherry
blossom and sightseeing tour.
One of the places we will be visiting
is the Children’s Memorial in Peace
Park in Hiroshima.
If you have ever read the story of
Sadako and the Thousand Paper
Cranes, you might recall that visitors
often take 1,000 origami cranes with
them to leave at the memorial.
Hundreds of thousands of paper
cranes are left there every week, and
a record book is kept registering all the
places from around the world where
people have made cranes and taken
them to Peace Park.
Each origami crane left at Peace Park
generally represents a prayer or wish
for world peace.
Warrandyte Primary School is now
engaged in making origami paper
cranes, which will be taken to the
Children’s Memorial at Peace Park.
We are inviting members of the
Warrandyte community who would
like to be part of our 1,000 Paper
Cranes project to contribute as many
paper cranes as they would care to
make.
The only real restriction is that the
origami paper used must be 7.5cm x
7.5cm square.
Completed cranes should be kept
flat (not puffed up to make a 3D bird)
and can be dropped off before midMarch to the Warrandyte Primary
School office in an envelope (or a bag).
Just write “Origami Cranes” on the
outside.
A simple internet search for “how
to fold and origami crane” will reveal
a wealth of instructional videos and
diagrams.

24/7 Duty of Care
education
By NIETA MANSER
THERE ARE MANY safety
considerations principals and teachers
make on a daily basis to ensure that
they have not only executed their
legal duty of care, but also undertaken
their moral duty to ensure students in
school are protected from reasonably
foreseeable risks or harm.
Ask any teacher and they will tell you
that their number one priority is the
safety of their students.
Inside the classroom, outside in
the yard and during camps and
excursions, schools take seriously the
responsibility placed on them to keep
students safe.
Bushfire is usually the thing that
comes to mind when we discuss duty
of care in schools around Warrandyte
and the recent fires across the state are
a reminder of the need to be prepared.
For schools, Code Red days is the
highest level of Fire Danger Rating
and all educational institutions in
Warrandyte close on Code Red days.
This is because the Department of
Education has categorised Warrandyte
as a fire risk and placed all schools
and early childhood services on the
Bushfire at Risk Register.
If a bushfire starts on school days
that are not Code Red, each school
has undertaken a strict Emergency
Management Plan to execute their
duty of care.
It is worth considering however, that
duty of care for principals and teachers
is a daily consideration and not simply
something that is written in a plan.
In fact, there is nothing that a teacher
does more than calculate the risk of
injury or harm for their students in
each activity.
Indeed duty of care is at the heart of
all classroom management.
However, teachers today have a new
consideration and its foreseeable harm

extends beyond the school’s gates.
Technology is now considered
an essential element of a student’s
learning in preparing them for jobs of
the future.
Yet in allowing these devices into the
classroom, teachers are faced with a
new challenge to ensure that students
are protected from the risks and harm
of inappropriate use of technology
such as cyberbullying.
Programs such as eSmart go some way
to helping teachers ensure students use
technology appropriately and the new
Mobile Phone Policy handed down by
the Minister for Education also assists
in schools being able to fulfil a standard
of care during school hours.
However, the question now frequently
raised by educators is if the duty of care
is discharged when inappropriate use
of devices and online cyberbullying
takes place at home, between peers,
outside of school hours.
Does the relationship between
student and teacher extend beyond
school hours and if so how can schools
act to prevent it?
A decision handed down in 1977 by
the High Court held that the duty of
a school arises from the relationship
between it and its pupil and that the
limits of that duty will be determined
by the circumstances.
If the teacher-pupil relationship
exists then the duty of care will apply.
This essentially means the duty of
care does indeed extend beyond the
school gates and bell times.
This consideration is important in
the context of schools today and is also
why the relationship between parents
and schools has become an important
component of a child’s education.
Parents and schools must unite to
protect students from the 24/7 nature
of online activity.
Ironically, as the world our children
grow up in becomes more global, it is
the strength of the local community
relationships that safeguards their
wellbeing.
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Kiwi pub crawl

By CHERIE MOSELEN
I AM A KIWI who crossed the ditch
without first having explored my
backyard.
But when my husband suggested we
join the legion of holiday campervans
habitually crawling New Zealand’s
North and South Islands, my initial
thought was “no way”.
My lower back gets grumpy and
those vans have mattresses that could
have been chopping boards in another
life.
However, since Lord of the Rings
film buffs have probably seen more of
my birth country than me, I’ve always
wanted to remedy that.
A quick trip to the motherland a year
ago reinforced my opinion that South
Island is a world-class contender in
nature’s scenic arena.
On that visit, I picked up a souvenir
— Bartlett and Corfe’s The Great Kiwi
Pub Crawl: A Lively Journey Through
New Zealand’s Most Colourful Pubs.
Now, here was a crawl I could get
behind…
The book is dedicated to NZ pubs and
“the depth of community, connection,
sociability and history that only they
can provide” and it is both wonderfully
funny and insightful.
We opted for a car instead of a van,
intending to visit as many of the book’s
featured South Island pubs as we
could in eight days.
On the whole, we decided to try only
locally brewed ale at each stop —but
not too much because drinking and
driving don’t mix.
So clearly, this is not a story about
beer then!
But, it still might tempt a visit to some
of the following pubs for other reasons.
To get to The Mussel Inn, a café
and brewery pub in Golden Bay, we
had to tackle the Takaka Hill: bushcovered granite on one side, almighty
cavernous drops on the other, with
roadside barriers my cat could flatten.
However, once inside the unique
inn — we sat at tabletops made from
a single tree and locals have their own
tankards hanging above the bar — the
treacherous drive was forgotten.
We did the only thing to do in a pub
with “mussel” in its name and ordered
the mussels.
Fresh picked, green-lipped… quality!
The finishing touch: Captain Cooker,

a manuka beer brewed on-site. (Yep
— Kiwis put manuka in everything.)
Once headed inland, we
experienced the ongoing flatness of
NZ’s Canterbury Plains.
S o me w ou ld say b o r ing, bu t
I discovered a vivid splendour in
the emerald pastures and canarycoloured crops, widespread as far as
the eye could see.
To reach the next pub on the shortlist,
we had to drive through Arthur’s Pass.
Gold was first discovered on the West
Coast of South Island in 1863.
After five years, when bridle trails
weren’t suitable anymore, 1,000 men
braved a harsh winter to nudge a
metal road through the mountains,
using only hand tools, basic drills and
explosives.
This thoroughfare ascends more than
900 metres, cutting through a golden
carpet of wind-swept alpine tussock,
making it one of the most impressive
of the passes in the Southern Alps.
Its spectacular views made the
sometimes-dodgy business of
perching on slim roadside shoulders
with a camera worth the risk.
When the corkscrew-like downward
run ended, we found our pub tucked
inside a belt of peaks bracing the
upper reaches of the Waimakariri
River.
Of the establishments mentioned
here, The Bealey Hotel — est. 1865 —
had hands down, the best view.
Not that we especially needed one,
because Kiwis are pretty sociable,
but a large statue rigged up near the
driveway made for a great conversation
starter.
Apparently, in 1993, Bealey publican
Paddy Freaney and friends spotted a
moa — NZ’s very large extinct flightless
bird —near the pub.
The sighting helped put the place on
the world map for a while.
A giant “LOL” penned beneath a
framed newspaper headline claiming
the moa report as “genuine” suggested
locals think it’s a porky.
Even so, back then, I imagine visitors
happily frittered away a few beery
hours contemplating the mystery
while drinking in the Bealey’s
backdrop.
Next up: Waihao Forks Hotel.
A pub can thrive on a good story and
the tale of Ted’s bottle is a beauty.
Scottish comedian Billy Connolly

was so intrigued by it that he made a
special trip to the tiny town of Waihao
Forks while touring NZ.
The story is a local point of pride
and publican Sandy Doolan happily
shared it with me.
It was 1939 and young farmer Ted
d’Auvergne was settling in at the hotel
before heading off to military camp.
He’d ordered a couple of beers but,
upon hearing the train whistle, he
left one unopened bottle on the bar
telling the publican to “save it” until
he got back.
Sadly, in May of 1941, Ted was killed
during the Battle of Crete.
Sandy pointed out the case engraved
with Ted’s battalion insignia: “That’s
where the bottle of Ballins XXXX sits,
awaiting his return.”
All the publicans since 1939 — and
there’s been more than a dozen —
have maintained the tradition of
placing a poppy, on Anzac Day, next
to NZ’s most unusual war memorial.
And now to our medallists: The Fork
And Tap and Cardrona Hotel.
The Fork And Tap — est. 1874 — sits
in Arrowtown, in the heart of NZ’s
handsome Southern Lakes district.
Dressed in relics from the area’s gold
mining heritage, we found it to be
utterly charming.
And while nothing says oldeworlde like mining memorabilia
from yesteryear, there was nothing old
fashioned about business at The Tap.
Speaking of beer faucets —hello,
serious hops fans! — we witnessed 17
taps on rotation, featuring a variety of
NZ’s microbrewers.
But, all things considered —
historical bones, location, food and
a good own-brew — the gold medal
went to Cardrona Hotel.
This is the pub I would absolutely
go back to.
Established in 1863 as a coaching
stop on the Crown Range Road
between Queenstown and Wanaka,
Cardrona Hotel boasts impressive
stonework, log fires and an early 1900s
Chrysler, which sits out front.
It was no surprise to learn this gem is
probably the most photographed pub
in all of NZ.
We experienced warm service and
up-to-the-minute food.
Whoever made our chicken katsu
burger deserves a raise.
21 South Island pubs are featured in

Bartlett and Corfe’s inspirational book
and we drove through some stunning
country to tick off 16 of them.
Now, this is a story about pubs,
but it is also about the grandeur of
NZ’s south, so I must give a nod to
Fiordland here.
When you drive the South Island,
there is a pristine view of a rock, a river,
a mountain or a lake around almost
every corner.
It is hard to imagine one place
running rings around the rest of the
countryside, however, Fiordland is a
place of uncommon beauty.
Mirrored lakes, mountain parrots
on the wing, waterfalls, seals and rare
penguins; we were blessed and saw
them all at Milford Sound.
My big tip — if you want to see
natural wonders with fewer tourists
about, leave early to drive the 2.5 hours
from Te Anau (nearest town) to the
heritage-listed site.

(Tourists mostly stay overnight in Te
Anau, because there is only one public
accommodation provider located at
Milford Sound.)
Aotearoa, the Maori name for New
Zealand, is commonly translated as
“land of the long white cloud”.
I can make sense of that in a way
I never could when growing up in
Auckland, having finally witnessed
South Island mountains under
thermal influence.
One last thing about Kiwi pubs: the
views from some of their beer gardens
are breathtaking.
At Pub on Wharf, in Queenstown,
you can sit next to the impossibly clear
blue water of Lake Wakatipu and feel
the peaks of The Remarkables almost
at your fingertips.
We had a top feed of green-lipped
mussels there too.
Maybe not remarkable, but they were
pretty sweet…
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Carolyn’s
Travel Tips
Holiday where you
are needed most
AT A TIME when the world is struggling to
understand and control the Coronavirus and
we have witnessed some of the worst bushfires
in Australia’s history, there is more to choosing
a holiday destination than just picking the best
pic in the travel brochure.
Now is an ideal time to help your fellow
Australians by holidaying in a bushfire affected
area.
The key to the recovery for many communities
lies in the human factor, and one of the surest
paths to this will be through travel.
Usually, these townships and regions are full at
this time of year, which gives them the income
to survive the rest of the year.
But now it’s frightening to see how quiet they
are; even areas that haven’t been touched by
the bushfires.
So, think about returning to your favourite
town where communities are willing and eager
to have tourists back.
While travellers are advised to check the latest
fire updates in certain regions, think about
travelling domestically where you can.
We can all do our bit to help the recovery.
If you had to cancel your holiday in an affected
area, reschedule it to a later date rather than ask
for a refund.
Better still, tell the operator to keep the money,
and you’ll make a new booking later.
Over Christmas, Europeans holidaying in
Australia were being bombarded with messages
from friends and family, asking if they can be
airlifted out of a “blazing” Sydney, so do what
you can to reassure the world that it’s okay to
visit, help to calm the fear frenzy.
Remember every dollar helps — leave some
essentials at home on your domestic holiday.
Buy them at your destination — everything
from swimwear to underwear, sunhats to
shampoo, thermals to thongs.
This is also a great time take a cruise.
Cruising around Australia has become a
popular pastime for both Australians and
overseas visitors.
A “boat load” of people can bring enormous
economic benefits to the towns and cities these
cruises visit.
Recently, Princess Cruises’ Sun Princess vessel
became the first cruise ship to visit Kangaroo
Island since its destructive fires.
But it doesn’t stop there, even if you are
planning a staycation, think about ordering
something from an affected region, I’ve just
ordered a dozen bottles of red from my favourite
winery in the King Valley!
Our travel expert, Carolyn Allen is Manager of
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise.
Contact her on carolyn@warrandytetravel.
com.au or pop in to 2 Webb Street.

Looking after
locals and all
their travel needs
For all enquiries and bookings
(03) 9844 2477
book@warrandytetravel.com.au
2 Webb St, Warrandyte VIC 3113

www.warrandytetravel.com.au
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Using super contributions to reduce your tax — Part A
finance
By BRIAN SPURRELL
DO YOU THINK you will have
accumulated sufficient wealth in your
super fund to live comfortably in your
retirement without running out of
funds?
With increasing longevity, many of
us will need to confront the reality of
being inadequately funded for our
retirement years.
Therefore, it is never too early to
address this issue and benefit from the
power of compound growth in your
super fund balance.
In so doing you should also take
advantage of using super contributions
to reduce your tax liability each year.
Fi r s t , a re m i n d e r t h a t s u p e r
contributions fall into either of the
following two categories:
Concessional (deductible)
contributions
These contributions are currently
capped at $25,000 per year, so it would
take 40 years to contribute $1 million.
In 40 years’ time, how long do you
think that would last given the erosion
of purchasing power due to inflation
over that period of time?
The concessional contributions cap
comprises employer super guarantee
contributions (SGC) currently set at 9.5
per cent of your gross salary.
You would have to be earning a gross

salary of $263,158 for the SGC to reach
the $25,000 cap.
In addition, you can either salary
sacrifice additional concessional
contributions through your employer
from your pre-tax salary, or make
personal concessional contributions
from your after tax earnings or savings,
to top up the shortfall that most
employees earning less than $263,158
could do.
However, you should be aware that
concessional contributions whilst tax
deductible to the contributor, are taxed
to your super fund at 15 per cent.
So even if the total concessional
contributions amounted to $25,000,
once the fund has paid 15 per cent tax
to the ATO, your net contribution will
be reduced to $21,250 unless the fund
can draw upon some franking credits
as a partial tax offset.
Yes, it is a real challenge to adequately
fund your retirement relying only on
concessional contributions under this
scenario.
In spite of these constraints, there are
significant tax savings you can realise
if your marginal tax rate is in the 32.5,
37 or 45 per cent range plus the 2 per
cent Medicare Levy.
For example, if your taxable income
before either salary sacrificing or
personally contributing an additional
$10,000 concessional contribution was
in the 39 per cent tax bracket inclusive
of the Medicare Levy, your tax saving
resulting in cash back to you would be
$3,900 i.e. (10,000 x .39) and your net

cash outflow to you personally would
be only $6,100 i.e. (10,000–3,900).
Assuming your super fund paid
tax of 15 per cent on your $10,000
contribution you would have $8,500
net of tax invested in your fund at a net
cash cost to you of only $6,100.
Personal non-concessional (nondeductible) contributions
In addition to the above capped
concessional contributions, if you are
under 75 years of age, satisfy the work
test and have less than $1.6 million
in super at June 30, 2017, you may
contribute up to $100,000 p.a. as a nonconcessional contribution.

Whilst personally non-deductible,
the contribution is not taxed to your
super fund resulting in 100 cents in
the dollar earning a return in the fund.
If you are under 65 and have less
than $1.4 million in super, you can
bring forward up to two years of nonconcessional contributions meaning
you could contribute $300,000 this
financial year, as long as you have not
triggered the “bring forward” provision
in the previous two years.
If you have surplus funds available,
received an inheritance, or won
TattsLotto, this is an excellent way to
boost your retirement fund.
If your marginal tax rate is 19 per cent
or you are not in a tax paying situation
then making a non-concessional super
contribution would most likely be the
preferred option.
Reporting concessional
(deductible) contributions in your
tax return
Salary sacrificed super contributions
are reported on your income statement
(formerly known as a payment
summary or group certificate) by your
employer.
It is labelled RESC (reportable
employer superannuation
contributions) and reported in the
salary or wages details at item 1 of
your tax return and again at IT2
reportable employer superannuation
contributions.
P l e a s e n o t e : e m p l oy e r s u p e r
guarantee contributions (SGC) do
not appear on your income statement

or in your tax return, as they are
reported directly to your super fund by
your employer as an employer super
contribution.
Personal super contributions must
be reported in the deductions section
of your tax return at D12.
In order to claim your deduction you
must have forwarded a Notice of Intent
to Claim a Deduction for Personal
Superannuation Contributions and
also received an acknowledgement
from your fund.
The acknowledgement will also
contain additional relevant information
that must be entered into the relevant
boxes at D12 of your tax return.
Next month, Part B of this topic will
include further information relating to
how you may use super contributions
to fund your retirement and reduce
your tax.
The content of this article is not
intended to be used as professional
advice and should not be used as
such.
Please consult your professional
adviser before making any decisions
rel ating to y our sup er or t a x
situations.
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA, Registered
Tax Agent, is Director of Personalised
Taxation & Accounting Services Pty
Ltd. PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.
Mobile: 0412 011 946,
bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au,
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

The whys and wherefores of local laws: Recycling
By SANDI MILLER
DEALING WITH the enormous
amounts of waste being generated
has become a major dilemma for our
society, and our planet.
Of huge concern is dealing with
the mountains of plastic that are
produced each minute, only to be
used once before becoming garbage.
Australia’s recycling program has
recently been fraught with problems,
from the collapse of recycling operator
SKM, to the problems associated with
“off-shoring” our waste to Asia and
contamination, causing tonnes of
recycled goods being rejected and
ending up in landfill.
Therefore, it is important we,
as residents, understand how to
properly use our yellow bins — what
can go in them, what cannot, and
what other options are available for
the items we need to dispose of.
The Diary spoke to Manningham
and Nillumbik Councils to get the
word on the whys and wherefores of
recycling.
Who is taking our waste away?
Manningham Council has always
used Visy Recycling, however,
following the collapse of SKM,
Nillumbik Council entered into a
contract with recycling processor
Cleanaway.
One community, two councils, two
recycling companies.
When it comes to waste, although
there are lots of similarities, there a
some differences too.
The Basics
In both municipalities, the Yellow
bin is for:
• hard/rigid plastics such as milk
bottles, take away containers and
drink bottles
• cardboard (including lightly
soiled pizza boxes)
• paper, newspapers and magazines
• steel/aluminium pots, pans, cans,
trays and aerosol cans
• glass bottles and jars
• milk and juice cartons
Both Councils have an A-Z
recycling guide on their website to
find out what to do with just about
any item:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
recyclingguide or,
manningham.vic.gov.au/a-zwaste-and-recycling-guide.

Hard or soft?
Neither council takes soft plastics in
their recycling anymore.
Both councils encourage everyone
to recycle soft plastics through
REDcycle drop-off points at Coles
and Woolworths.
To tell if something is hard or soft
plastic, use the “scrunch test”.
The scrunch test is when you
scrunch the plastic item up into a ball.
If it stays scrunched, it is soft.
However, if it returns to its previous
shape, then it is hard.
Examples of soft plastics include
plastic bags, food wrappers, bubble
wrap, silver-lined chip and cracker
packets, and squeeze pouches with lid
on (yoghurt and baby food) — these
should be deposited at REDcycle
drop-off points or, unfortunately, put
in your red-lidded bin.
Hard plastics include milk cartons,
juice bottles and berry punnets, and
can be placed in your yellow bin.
Preparing items for recycling
Items don’t need to be sparkling
clean, but empty as best you can and
remove liquids and food scraps.
As long as the items are empty and
free from food.
In Manningham, all lids can
remain on bottles and containers,
the recycling contractor is able to sort
and recycle composite items.
However, in Nillumbik the rule
is that plastic bottle lids are to be
removed and placed in the landfill
bin, metal lids should be removed and
placed in the recycling bin.
Reducing contamination
It is important that we continue to
reduce contamination to ensure all
items can be recycled.
Contamination is any item that
does not belong in the yellow lid
recycle bin.
Soft plastic mimics the same
properties as paper in the recycling
process and could potentially ruin the
paper recycling.
This means that recyclables that
are placed into plastic bags are not
recycled and could be sent to landfill.
Any contamination has the potential
to ruin a whole bin of recycling.
What to do with other items
E-waste, green waste, excess
recyclables, batteries and other
large items can also be disposed of
responsibly through council.

Nillumbik Recycling Centre
The Centre, located at 290 Yan Yean
Road, Plenty, accepts the following
items for recycling free of charge:
• batteries — household, car and
mobile phone
• CDs and DVDs
• cardboard (excluding waxed
cardboard)
• clothing in good condition
• e-waste
• excess household recycling
• light globes/bulbs and fluoro
tubes
• mobile phones
• motor oil and containers —
maximum 20 litres per drop off
• scrap metal (bike, stove, washing
machine, dryer, metal poles,
roofing)*
• video tapes and cassettes
• x-rays and photo negatives
*Charges apply for fridges, freezers and
air conditioners due to the de-gassing
process.
Other items where a charge is
incurred include:
• mattresses
• plaster
• polystyrene/foam/bean bag beans
• tyres and rims
• wood/processed timber
• other non-recyclable items
For a full list of accepted items,
prices and items the centre does not
accept and other disposal options,
visit: nillumbik.vic.gov.au/rrc
Small e-waste drop-off points
In late January, Nillumbik announced
the installation of small e-waste
drop-off points at Eltham Library,
Diamond Valley Library, Diamond
Creek Community Bank Stadium and
Hurstbridge Community Hub.
Items such as batteries, remote
controls, mobile phones, computer
keyboards, laptops, tablets (anything
that can fit through the 8cm x 40cm
slot) are accepted free of charge.
More information:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/e-waste
Manningham E-waste, chemicals
and hard waste
Manningham Council runs a series
of waste drop off days for a range of
materials which cannot be placed into
the household bin.
These items include household
chemicals, electronic waste,
polystyrene and x-rays.

Hard waste collection
Manningham residential
households with a Council waste
service are eligible for up to two hard
waste collections or two bundled
garden waste or a combination of
each.
Nillumbik residents receive one free
hard waste collection each financial
year.
Hard waste collections can be up
to two cubic metres, which is one
metre wide x one metre high x two
metres long.
See your council’s website for the
full list of items that can be put out.
Detox Your Home — free disposal
of household chemicals
Residents can use this safe, free
service to drop off toxic, unwanted
household chemicals.
Drop off events are held at a range
other locations throughout the year
and delivered by Sustainability
Victoria.
There is a drop-off event in
Doncaster East on March 21, 2020.
Registration to use the drop-off site
is mandatory.
For a list of locations, dates,
registration and more information,
visit : sustainability.vic.gov.au/
detoxyourhome
Commercial recycling schemes
REDcycle drop-off points at Coles
and Woolworths.

Officeworks accepts e-waste,
batteries, mobile phones, printer
cartridges and pens.
Aldi accepts batteries for recycling.
Going Green Solutions in
Hurstbridge accepts printer cartridges,
mobile phones and batteries, as well
as a range of Terracycle recycling
programs including beauty product
packaging, used contact lenses
and blister packaging, coffee pods,
toothpaste tubes, dishwashing and
haircare products.
Refuse, reduce, repair
Recycling is important, but it’s
better to reduce your waste in the
first place.
Nillumbik council have some tips of
what you can do:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/reducewaste
Find out where you can get a
discount for bringing your own
reusable cup, where you can use your
own container to avoid unnecessary
packaging and where to buy recycling
products.
Getting items repaired or upcycled
is also a great way to reduce the
amount of waste, try the Warrandyte
Repair Café on the first Sunday of
each month, Ringwood Repair Cafe
on the third Saturday (see page 20 for
details), and watch out for the new
Manningham Repair Café, which will
have its inaugural event on March 21
at Kevin Heinz GROW, 39 Wetherby
Rd, Doncaster.
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Record breakers
BY ED MUNKS
THE LITTLE ATHLETICS State Relay
Championships, held at Casey Fields,
saw Macey Hansen and Chloe Baldock
have a fantastic day of competition.
Winning two gold medals in the
4x100m in 1.04 and the 800m sprint
medley event in a time of 2.24.
They also took Bronze in the 4x100m
mixed relay in 1.03.
Both girls competed for the
Doncaster Little Athletics Centre U9
girls’ relay team.
Since the competition, both girls
have been busy at the local club
competition repres enting East
Doncaster, with fierce but friendly
competition between them, each
pushing the other in their events,

which has seen Macey breaking the
Doncaster Centre High Jump record
with a jump of 1.09m.
Not to be out done, Chloe broke the
U9 girls 800m record.
Both girls are now looking forward to
competing at the Eastern Metropolitan
Region championships and then the
Victorian State Championships.
Little athletics is open for ages
U6–U16 of all abilities and everyone
is welcome.
For more information on East
Doncaster Little Athletics club please
contact Karl Iuel on 0488 447 426.
East Doncaster Little Athletics Club
is sponsored by the Warrandtye
Bendigo Community Bank.

Macey Hansen

Chloe Baldock

End of an era for Bahava WTC’s Open Court
By SANDI MILLER
THE BAHAVA CENTRE in West End
Road has closed its doors.
Lyn Colenso set up the yoga centre in
1986 and, since Lyn retired, the school
has been run by Gabrielle (Gabbi)
Boswell and Wendy Bradtke,
There were five teachers running
classes out of the centre, Wendy, Gabbi
and Tori Sweedosh ran yoga classes,
and Benita was running children’s
dance classes.
There was also popular a sound
healing class which ran once a month.
Gabbi and Tori sat down with the
Diary and told us Lyn has decided to
sell the building for personal reasons.
“We were given essentially three
weeks’ notice, so it sort of came as a
shock for everybody, but I think in
retrospect having that short period of
time and given it was the end of the
year, we were able to finish off our
classes, finish our teacher training
program, it felt like the right time.
“By the time the shock settled, there
was this deep sense of acceptance, that
this is what is happening,” Gabbi said.
Tori said that the centre has been
a beautiful space to practice and to
teach.
“The studio always looked really
immaculate —it was such a nice space
with that beautiful round window,”
said Tori.
Gabbi added: “Even coming into the
space people there would be a sense
of — like a reverence — it was always
clear and uncluttered, and coming
away from whatever busy-ness was

in your life — coming into a group
of likeminded people and that big
beautiful round window.
Gabbi said that she and Wendy were
never looking for a yoga business.
“It just happened that when Lyn
stepped back from it, we stepped in
as guardians of the space, so I guess
it was always going to be a precarious
kind of position, there was nothing
formal in place it was a gentleman’s
agreement if you like, that we would
be guardians among the space — it
always felt right— but, unfortunately
that chapter is closed,” Gabbi said.
Although, the spirit of Bahava will
carry on as the teachers move into
new spaces.
“I think we can spread what we offer
into a new community,” said Gabbi.
Tori say she has started classes at
the Warrandyte Uniting Church on

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, as
well as classes at the South Warrandyte
Hall.
Gabbi will be running classes in the
Yoga Shala Space at the Warrandyte
Community Centre on Tuesday
mornings and evenings, and is also
teaching out of the beautiful mud brick
Kangaroo Ground Centre.
Wendy has a loyal band of students,
some have been training with her for 25
years, and many of them have followed
her to Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House where she teaches on Fridays.
Gabbi and Tori were part of a
wellness festival held at Warranwood
in early February, where the Steiner
School hosted an event to raise money
for the Bushfire Appeal.
And watch out for Tori at Warrandyte
Festival, where she will be running an
hour of yoga down beside the river.

WA R R A N DY T E Tennis Club is
launching a new, commitment-free
tennis program for adults — with no
experience or equipment necessary.
Open Court Sessions is a new and
fun way to fit a casual hit into your
busy lifestyle.
It is tennis with a modern twist;
celebrating tennis through fresh, new
game formats.
With the focus on the social side
being as important as the tennis itself,
Open Court Sessions is a perfect way
to stay active while catching up with
your friends, family and work mates.
Warrandyte Tennis Club coach,
Craig Haslam, said the sessions were
designed to encourage more adults
onto the court,
“Open Court Sessions is for anyone
who has ever thought ‘I love tennis, I
used to play’ or ‘I want to play tennis
again, I just don’t have anyone to play
with’ ” Craig said.
“Open Court Sessions is a solution
that allows for all styles of play — for
every level, for every age, for every
person”.
“Tennis is a much-loved sport in
Australia and research has shown
there are a huge number of formertennis players who would be keen to
pick up a racquet again but haven’t
felt they could.”
Now they can.
Craig says the Open Court Sessions
provides a fun option to get back into
the sport where the social side is just
as important as the on-court activities.
“The evening is made up of two

parts; 30 minutes off-court with food
and drinks following 60 minutes
on-court time for swinging, slamming
and smiling, with a great soundtrack
pumping through the evening”.

Open Court Sessions will be running
every Thursday night.
Warrandyte Tennis Club, Taroona
Ave, Warrandyte 3113
7:30pm (finish 9pm)
$15 per session
For more information, please
contact:
Craig Haslam
Email: info@thetennisguru.com.au
Mobile: 0488 722 538
All equipment is provided.
All skill levels welcome.

Seven simple tips to nail your 2020 fitness resolution

fitness
By CHRIS SHARP
I OFTEN write these articles with a bit
of trepidation as I don’t believe in New
Year’s Resolutions — they are set up to
fail and why can’t we start a goal any
day of any month.
However, we are already over a month
into 2020 and whether you’re still
going strong with your resolutions, just
about clinging on by your fingertips, or
even if you’ve fallen off the wagon, this
column is for you.
Let’s make 2020 your most productive
year yet.

1. Write down your goals
They say, “a goal is just a dream until
it’s written down” and how often do
your dreams come true!?
If you’ve not written down everything
you want to achieve in 2020 yet, go and
do it now.
Write them down 10 times, on 10
different pieces of paper and stick
them in places you’ll see them every
day.
This could be inside the fridge, in
your car or at your desk, it doesn’t
matter.
Wherever you decide, just make sure
your goals are always at the front of
your mind.
2. Set behaviours rather than
outcomes
People love outcome goals, as they’re
easier to visualise.
An outcome goal is something like
bench press 100kg, lose 10kg, or get
a six-pack.
These are great, and there’s no reason
why you can’t achieve them, but to get
there, you need to comply to certain
behaviours.
You probably won’t get that bench
press without hitting the gym regularly
for example, and you won’t lose weight
without nailing your diet.
So, behaviour goals for these could
be to train four times a week using
a chest and shoulder specialisation
program for the bench press goal, or

to track your nutrition using an app
and limit yourself to 1,600 calories to
for your weight loss goal.
By nailing those behaviours, you’ll
give yourself every opportunity to
reach the desired outcome.
3. Make it attainable
You might want to lose 30kgs,
compete in a marathon, or win an
international physique competition
— ultimate aims are great, but they
also take time.
Scale it back to something you can
achieve within the year.
Then scale down those goals to six
months, three months, weekly, and
then daily.
Achieving these smaller goals will
keep you motivated and on track to
your ultimate aspiration.
4. Get social support
For some of you it’s hard to get where
you want to be on your own, no matter
how dedicated and disciplined you
are, so make sure you have a strong
social support network in place.
Tell your family about what you
want to do this year and explain how
important it is to you. With their
support you’re far more likely to
succeed.
Look at your friends too — are they
fit and focused on their health, or are
they lazy and prefer to go drinking than
hit the gym?
This might be the time to make a few

new friends too.
This doesn’t mean drop the old ones,
you’re the average of the five people
you spend the most time with, so it
might be an idea to make those five
people, goal-driven, and determined
to get fit and healthy.
5. Stay accountable
Friends and family can be great
but sometimes you need to have an
objective third party to give advice, to
congratulate you when you’ve done
well, and to give you some harsher
words when you need a kick.
This is where an accountability
partner is invaluable
If you can’t quite stretch to a coach
financially, make an “accountability
friend” and check in with each other
each week.
6. Be flexible
Life does not always run to schedule.
Injuries, work commitments and a
busy family life can all make reaching
your goals seem even harder.
That’s why it’s crucial that you’re
flexible — you don’t have to be perfect.
If you work long days and/or have
young kids, a rigid diet which requires
10 hours a week cooking may be
unachievable.
Perhaps, instead of trying to stick to a
strict meal plan, you track your calories
and aim for a minimum protein intake
along with 2–4 servings of veggies
per day.

If you only have a 45 minute window,
in your lunch break to train, your
super high volume full-body training
program may be hard to maintain.
Perhaps instead, find a workout
where you superset everything and use
circuits to get your strength training
done quicker.
Doing something “good” 100 per cent
of the time is a great deal better than
doing something “perfect” only 50 per
cent of the time.
7. Hire a coach or personal trainer
This will sound like a sales pitch.
The reality is, you are likely make
the best progress you’ve ever made
by investing in a fitness professional.
I’ve had other coaches train me and
every single one of them has taught me
something valuable that has impacted
me in the long term.
Paying for a professional means you
have a clear-cut gym plan, every single
time, a periodised training program
and access to nutritional and expert
fitness advice.
It eliminates all the guesswork and
puts a professional with your best
interests in your corner.
If you’ve never worked with a coach
or personal trainer, 2020 is the year to
give it a.
Make 2020 your best health and
fitness year yet!
Chris Sharp is the owner and health
coach at rivvaPT 4-5/266 Yarra St
Warrandyte Ph: 0419 553 058
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Community fun run back for another lap
By JAMES POYNER
THE PREMIER running event in
every Warrandyte runner’s heart,
Run Warrandyte, is back for another
lap (or three).
The ninth iteration of the annual
event, will be held on Sunday, March
1 and has nominated Guide Dogs
Victoria as its official charity partner,
allowing participants the opportunity
to fundraise to help the charity raise
the money needed to breed and train
a four-legged companion for those
who are vision impaired.
It costs approximately $50,000 to
breed and train just one guide dog.
The run is also a great opportunity
to raise money for the Warrandyte
Sporting Group with a combination
of runner fundraising and profits
from the run going towards important
projects at the Warrandyte Sports
Club.
Run War randyte Committe e
member, Michelle Bean, spoke to the
Diary about the run and how it has
contributed to the Sporting Group
over the past eight years.
“To date we have raised a total of
$53,000.
“ These funds have been put
towards past projects such as the
new electronic scoreboard.
“Future projects include court

and field lighting upgrades, as well
as assisting in the enhancement of
player training and wellbeing,” she
said.
Run Warrandyte 2020 is also doing
its part for the environment — the
run is making steps to becoming a
zero waste event.
Before the event, the committee
is encouraging participants to not
print their registration confirmations
when they come to collect their
bibs, instead showing a copy of the
confirmation on your smartphone
will suffice.
On the day, water on course will be
provided in biodegradable cups and
packaging, and participants and their
families are encouraged to bring their
own water bottles or collapsible cups
for use during the event, these items
are also available to purchase through
the event registration website.
The event distances of 2.2, 5, 10
and 15 kilometres will follow the
same course as the previous two
years, offering 5–15km runners
the opportunity to run through
picturesque bushland in The Pound.
With assistance of the Day family,
these runners will get an opportunity
to run a unique course not normally
accessible to the public.
“Numbers for the event continue to
grow and the committee receive great

joy in playing a part in providing a fun
day for the community.
“The committee is ever grateful
to the major sponsors that help
make the event happen including,
Warrandyte Community Bank, The

Rob and Jodi Clark moved away from
Warrandyte some years ago.
But WRR’s current chief organiser,
Paul Kelly, has been there from the
beginning and took over the reins in
late 2014, when Rob and Jodi moved
to Queensland.
“The first run had nine starters and
we average about the nine to 10 mark
most weeks,” said Paul.
The group has also hosted local
running legends Janette MurrayWakelin and Alan Murray, who

With distances catering for all ages
and ability levels, Run Warrandyte
is the ideal community event to get
active and experience the wonderful
Warrandyte bushland that surrounds
our town.

From left: Michelle Bean (Run Warrandyte), Tracy Channon (Netball President), Phil Treeby (Run
Warrandyte), Bill Stubbs (Cricket President) Jason Smith (Senior Footy President). Absent: Travis Reddaway
(Junior Footy President) and David Dyason (Run Warrandyte).

Running on the river
By JAMES POYNER
AFTER CELEBRATING its 500th run
at the end of December, the weekly
Warrandyte River Runners (WRR)
zoomed into 2020 with a special virtual
charity run.
This group of runners, who meet
weekly to test their mettle against
the clock, along the picturesque
Warrandyte riverside, have come a
long way (excuse the pun) since WRR’s
inception in 2010.
The couple behind the concept,

Grand Hotel, Goldfields Family
Medical Centre, Charlie Bins, Harding
Swift Caravan Services, Ringwood
Warrandyte Osteo, Quinton’s IGA,
Johnstone Reimer Lawyers and
Project Clothing,” said Michelle.

ran around Australia, covering
a-marathon-a-day throughout 2013
on a raw food vegan diet.
500 runs is a big number and
although the people who run the
course may have changed a bit, the
essence and the Warrandyte-ness of
the run still resonates.
As people are inspired to get outside,
and exercise in the privileged periurban Warrandyte landscape, the
run has evolved to meet these needs,
the weekly run now also includes a

6km option for speedier runners and
Quinton’s IGA donate fresh fruit for
participants, and their families, to
enjoy after the run.
Nada Whittle, who is approaching
her 300th run with the group spoke to
the Diary about her experiences with
the River Runners.
“I didn’t expect a chance
conversation with Rob Clarke to lead
me to running with the group almost
every week since.
“It is not just about the increased
fitness either, friendships have
been formed and I get to run with
a wonderful, diverse and accepting
community of people that happen to
enjoy running,” she said.
WRR is a running community,
Warrandyte style, their weekly
pilgrimage to the Stiggants Reserve
pergola is not likely to “hit the wall”
anytime soon, the Diary looks forward
to reporting on the groups 1,000th run

Running for bushfire relief
The River Runners joined community
groups and running clubs across the
world on January 18 and made their
third run of 2020 a Relief Run.
Relief Run was the brain-child of
social entrepreneur and professional
Australian endurance athlete,
Samantha Gash.
On the weekend of January 18–19,
groups around the world ran or walked
either 5km or 21km for the Australian
bushfire relief effort.
Participants were requested to register
online for a virtual run (a run where
people taking part can do it anywhere
in the world), with their $50 registration
fee donated to the Australian Red Cross.
The seven “relief runners” who took
part in Warrandyte on January 18 were
amongst 18,000 runners and walkers,
all over the world, who laced up their
trainers and took to the trails in support
of bushfire ravaged communities.
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All Warrandyte teams in finals hunt
By JOSH HUNTLY
ALL SIDES REMAIN in finals contention
after the Christmas break, with the 1st
XI finding a spark against Warranwood
to give their season a flicker.
The 2nd XI are currently standing
firm in third spot, while the 3rd XI
remain the club’s last unbeaten side
with a remarkable 8-0 record going into
Round 12.
The 4th XI had a brief stumble to taste
defeat for the first time, but remain
equal first on the E-Grade ladder.
The 5th and 6th XI both remain a
game and a half inside the top four
along with the 7th XI who currently
sit third.

1st XI

Round 6
Warrandyte 221
def by Templeton 9/367
L Madushanka 52 & 4/48,
N Liyanapathirana 57 & 4/78
Round 7
Warrandyte 103
def by Croydon Ranges 206
L Madushanka 5/37, B Jackson 2/37
Round 8
Warrandyte 9/152
def by Norwood 2/153
L Jaksic 42, L McAlary 33
Round 9
Warrandyte 8/172
def by Templeton 204
L Jaksic 43*, JP Aitken 3/35,
L Killey 3/46
Round 10
Warrandyte 131
def by Bayswater Park 6/132
B Taylor 50, B Poole 3/19,
L Killey 2/30

year against Bayswater in Round 10
was one of the few highlights of the
match, as the side fell to a four-wicket
loss despite Brady Poole and Luke
Killey threatening with the ball.
Some extreme weather in the
weekend of Round 11 saw their match
against Wonga Park abandoned and a
draw by default.
With weather off the agenda for
Round 12, Warrandyte saved their
comprehensive best for Warranwood
to keep their season alive.
The middle order fired to recover
from 5/89 to 9/190 with Madushanka
turning it on with the bat to put up 64
runs, supported by Brady Poole (33)
and Lachlan McAlary (21).
Killey claimed the first two wickets
on a wet day before Madushanka
and Liyanapathirana combined for a
devastating eight-wicket partnership
to bundle the Sharks out for just 103
runs.

2nd XI

Round 6
Warrandyte 136 & 9/97
def by Heathwood 203

Round 6
Warrandyte 281
def Kilsyth 160
J Weatherley 60, J Huntly 41*,
A Closs 3/10
Round 7
Warrandyte 9/134
def Lilydale 8/133
C Padfield 34, L Warren 3/15
Round 8
Warrandyte 4/145
def Warranwood 8/140
C Padfield 47*, M Spence 30*,
D Gidley 2/20
Round 9
Warrandyte 2/104
def Kilsyth 100
M Spence 4/12, C Padfield 30*
Round 10
Warrandyte 2/131
def Scoresby 123
C Padfield 50*, J Weatherley 38*,
M Spence 3/26, L Warren 2/15
Round 11
Rained off

J Aitken 52 & 4/47, H Simpson 2/28
Round 7
Warrandyte 3/177
tied with Croydon Ranges 9/177
J Aitken 61 & 2/50,
C Rakuscek 50* & 2/42
Round 8
Warrandyte 4/198
def Norwood 8/196
A White 59*, H Brown 51,
C Holland 3/34

Round 11
Rained off

Round 9
Warrandyte 4/126
def Heathwood 120
C Holland 42*, H Simpson 2/20
C Rakuscek 37* & 2/26,

Round 12
Warrandyte 9/190
def Warranwood 103
L Madushanka 64 & 4/29,
B Poole 33, N Liyanapathirana 4/49

Round 10
Warrandyte 3/123
def South Warrandyte 122
C Rakuscek 47* & 4/25,
H Simpson 3/42

A win against Warranwood has
reignited the 1st XI season.
But they’ll still need to win the
remaining two rounds and hope for
favourable results elsewhere for a
spot in the finals following a string of
defeats in Rounds six through to ten.
Nu w a n L i y a n a p a t h i ra n a a n d
Lakshan Madushanka shone against
Templeton in Round 6 with four
wickets and half centuries each, but it
wouldn’t be enough in Warrandyte’s
pursuit of 367 against the top-placed
team.
A small celebration for Madushanka
in Round 7, as he claimed his first
Warrandyte five-wicket haul, but a
lacklustre batting performance saw
the side bundled out for 103 againt
Croydon.
Falling to 3/28 the following week,
Warrandyte were staring down the
barrel of another sub-par total, before
a middle-order fightback from Lewis
Jaksic (43) and Lachlan McAlary (33)
pushed the score to a respectable total
against Norwood.
18-year-old Harry Brown joined the
side as Warrandyte’s fifth debutant of
the year against Templeton in Round 9,
opening his Ones career with 19 runs
while a 43 to Jaksic saw the ‘Dyte fall
just short in pursuit of Templeton’s
204.
Ben Taylor’s fifth half century of the

3rd XI

Rounds 11 and 12
Rained off
The 2nd XI have won all their games
after the break and are looking to
become the first Warrandyte Second
to play finals in several years.
Pre-Christmas, their Round 6 defeat
to Heathwood gave way to a thrilling tie
against Croydon Ranges the following
week.
Half centuries to Josh Aitken (61)
and Chris Rakuscek (50) helped put
up a defendable total in the one-dayer,
before both took two wickets each in
a thriller.
Adam White (59) and Harry Brown
(51) led the charge against Norwood
in Round 8, helping to chase down 196
with two balls to spare, after Campbell
Holland and Josh Aitken combined for
five wickets.
In their first match of 2020, a rematch
against Heathwood went the way of
Warrandyte after a team performance
by the bowlers saw the visitors bundled
out for 120.
The batsmen made no mistake as
Holland’s 42 and Rakuscek’s 37 helped
the Twos coast to a six-wicket victory.
The Round 10 match against South
War randyte belonged to Chr is
Rakuscek in an all-round performance
that saw him claim 4/25 and 47 runs
in the seven-wicket win against the
Hawks.

The 3rd XI have locked themselves
into C-Grade finals, still perched on
top of the ladder.
Callum Padfield took his good form
into the New Year along with James
Weatherley, the two forming a fine duo
at the top of the order.
Mick Spence has racked up the
wickets in a formidable bowling lineup with co-skipper Luke Warren giving
the side a solid spin option.
Back-to-back eight-wicket wins in
the one-day matches have the Threes’
in ominously strong touch, but will
take on potential finals rivals in the
last two games of the home and away
season.

4th XI

Round 6
Warrandyte 143
def Seville 124
R Khatry 34, S Ison 6/33,
K Appleby 3/12
Round 7
Warrandyte 115
def by Boronia 6/118
B Haslam 2/25
Round 8
Warrandyte 6/304
def North Ringwood 8/259
S Dixon 107, S Bowyer 72,
C Jackson 61, N Mooney 3/38,
M Coutts 2/32
Round 9
Warrandyte 7/192
def Seville 157
BR Kline 54, S Ison 37 & 3/19,
M Coutts 2/12
Round 10
Warrandyte 6/192
def by Chirnside Park 8/203
S Bowyer 47*, S Goddard 33,
C Jackson 32 & 3/31, M Coutts 3/40
Round 11
Warrandyte 8/328
def Wonga Park 99
S Dixon 57 & 3/13, S Ison 101*,
J Prangley 59*, S Goddard 43,
TA Jackson 2/18
Shaun Ison and Sean Dixon led the
way with centuries to keep the 4th XI
top of the ladder, but the team also

tasted defeat for the first time this
season.
Ison’s six wickets against Seville saw
the Fours rout the league newcomers,
but were let down against Boronia with
a poor showing with the bat.
Dixon’s 14 sixes in his masterclass
against North Ringwood is the second
highest number of sixes hit in an
innings in Warrandyte Cricket Club
history.
The Fours completed the season
double against Seville but fell to
Chirnside in a high-scoring thriller.
As it stands, the top-placed Fours will
take the double chance into finals but
will need to finish strongly in a tight
competition.

5th XI

Round 6
Warrandyte 323
def Heathwood 9/304
D El Moussalli 100* S Dixon 76,
I Rakuscek 36 & 2/29,
R Bansal 2/40, A Hood 2/43
Round 7
Warrandyte 99
def by Lilydale 4/122
N Croft 23 & 2/9, C Lawson 23
Round 8
Bye
Round 9
Warrandyte 104
tied with Heathwood 8/104
S Goddard 26, A Dale 2/10,
D Burns 2/12, A Lawson 2/18
Round 10
Warrandyte 117
def by Wantirna 5/124
R Hoiberg 18, F Whetters 16,
A Lawson 3/20
Round 11
Rained off

The 5th X I str uggled to find
consistency in their recent run of
games but are still primed to play
finals, sitting equal second on the
ladder and two games clear of fourth.
In Round 6, Drew El Moussalli
smashed them everywhere for a well
deserved century, while Sean Dixon
was again at the forefront with the
bat to drive the Fives to another score
of 300.
The side then found themselves
dismissed for less than 150, three
games in a row, but the bowlers
managed to tie the screws against
Round 9 Heathwood to salvage an
extraordinary tie.
Just a game clear in a tight H-Grade
competition, the 5th XI will need at
least one win to cement their place
but will look to finals action with a
keen eye.

6th XI

Round 6
Warrandyte 9/239
def Mooroolbark 183
B Stubbs 9, R Fyfe 36 & 3/11,
S Warr 30, M Abbott 3/28,
M Quick 2/20
Round 7
Warrandyte 5/192
def East Ringwood 4/127
R Fyfe 53*, B Stubbs 48,
M Quick 2/27, S Warr 2/36
Round 8
Warrandyte 8/190
def Warranwood 111
S Goddard 28, G Rees 27,
R Hoiberg 3/2, C Croft 3/13

Warrandyte’s Ultimate XI — February edition

With a lengthy break, in-between editions, the cream of the cricketing crop has risen to the top at the business end of the season.
Warren, Padfield, Fyfe, Aitken and Simpson hold their spots in the side while Lakshan Madushanka knocked the door down
with 21 wickets in a five-game period to earn his rightful place in Warrandyte’s team of teams for the December–January period.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sean Dixon 297 runs @ 74.25
Josh Aitken 195 runs @ 32.50 and 11 wickets @ 18.54
Chris Rakuscek 147 runs @ 73.50 and 11 wickets @ 13.90
Simon Bowyer 175 runs @ 35
Callum Padfield 176 runs @ 58.67
Greg Warren 168 runs @ 84

•
•
•
•
•
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Rob Fyfe 161 runs @ 40.25
Lakshan Madushanka 21 wickets @ 11.50
and 153 runs at 25.5
Shaun Ison 149 runs @ 37.25 and 12 wickets @12.51
Isaac Tua 10 wickets @13.6
Halley Simpson 13 wickets @ 12.92

Lakshan Madushanka
in control on his way to 64
Round 9
Warrandyte 6/153
tied with Mooroolbark 9/153
N Croft 52* & 3/32, S Warr 28*,
C Haslam 2/17
Round 10
Warrandyte 4/110
def North Ringwood 99
R Valentine 40*, T Barker 4/20,
M Quick 2/11
Round 11
Rained off
After a slow start to the season, the
6th XI have hit their stride with four
wins and a tie shooting them to third
on the I-Grade ladder.
Rob Fyfe continued his strong season
with both bat and ball, as have Bill
Stubbs and Steven Warr, while young
bowler Matthew Quick has built up a
consistent resume of bowling to keep
batsmen contained.
Despite sitting solidly third on the
ladder, with two games to go, the Sixes
will look to close out the season with
two wins and potentially snag a double
chance final.

7th XI
Round 6
Bye

Round 7
Warrandyte 7/174
tied with Heathwood 174
G Warren 50* & 2/22,
H Patel 31 & 2/11, H Hay 3/34,
T Hodgson 2/14
Round 8
Warrandyte 2/93
def Templeton 63
E Padfield 25*, B Trayford 31,
JJ Aitken 4/8, R Jaksic 2/2,
A Dale 2/5
Round 9
Warrandyte 4/218
def Wantirna South 8/159
G Warren 55*, R Fyfe 50*,
I Rakuscek 46*, H Fyfe 2/7
Round 10
Warrandyte 9/115
def by Heathwood 4/126
I Rakuscek 26*, M Rakuscek 20,
R Jaksic 2/24
Round 11
Rained off
It is tight at the top of K-Grade and
the 7th XI sit in third with two games
to go, clear only on points.
While experience is invaluable,
members of the sides young brigade
gave a glimpse into the future of the
club with some exceptional cricket.
Young leggie, Hugo Hay spun a web
to help salvage yet another tie against
Heathwood in Round 7.
Meanwhile, Isaac Rakuscek
continues to terrorise batsmen and
bowlers alike, and bowlers Henry Fyfe
and Anthony Dale have shown their
maturity with ball in hand.
Reliable stalwarts Greg Warren and
Rob Fyfe continue to pile on the runs
and Royce Jaksic has been a revelation
with the Kookaburra en-route to finals.
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