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Cricket club stalwart Steve Pascoe has achieved a massive milestone, playing his 500th game for 
Warrandyte in a recent match for the club’s Over 60s side.
Bloods’ members, young and old, gave him a surprise guard of honour as he took to the pitch 
for the milestone match.  Full story on Page 30.       Photo: JENNY TREWALLA

Impressive innings



W A R R A N D Y T E

HOURS 
Fri, Sat, Sun: 11am–5:30pm

232 Yarra St 
Warrandyte

0411 528 142

NOVEMBER
bee

insect friendly

Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, December 10, 2019.  
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The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and 
character of the place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and 
it is available in Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park 
Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground 
and Research. 

The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 
The Diary’s researchers have 
been trawling the internet and 
have come across a bit of a find.  
Tucked away on the Warrandyte 
Cricket Club’s website is a copy 
of a book tracing the history of 
the Warrandyte Cricket Club and 
therefore the township. 

The Warrandyte Story 
1855–1955 

Compiled by LOUIS CRANFIELD,  
Written & Illustrated  
by HARRY HUDSON

Chapter 3: Development
Contd...
On February 24, [1855], Pascoe Fawkner 
and the Premier, Mr J. O’Shannassy, toured 
the field, to investigate miners’ grievances 
following the nation-shaking incidents of 
the Eureka Stockade at Ballarat. 
William Westgarth, who accompanied 
these two gentlemen on their tour, has 
written a most enlightening and enlivening 
account of the new settlement.
Westgarth records that the road out from 
Melbourne was cut at the sides with an 
occasional slight attempt at levelling.

He described Templestowe as a village 
containing a hotel, a blacksmith, a few 
houses with gardens, indulging in the 
rather unfarmlike [sic] practice of trees 
growing in the midst of the 
ploughed fields.
Three or four miles from 
Templestowe they came 
upon a well turned-up 
valley which had been 
quite recently deserted.
Following the descent 
[into] the valley, which had 
been badly disfigured by 
bushfire, they came upon 
the digging population, 
who were scattered over 
about a mile of the river’s 
length.
The search for gold was on a different 
plan from anything Mr Westgarth had 
previously seen.
Trials in treating auriferous materials from 
the valley above had not been completed 
owing to lack of water — this was probably 
Andersons Creek, which had dried up 
owing to the long dry summer.
The miners had moved directly into the 
bed of the Yarra and were obtaining gold 
by spanning the river with coffer dams.
That is, by driving piles close together to 
form a square in the river, and then bailing 

out the water, to puddle the mud and 
scrape the rock formation on the bottom.
The holdings were most precarious, as a 
rise of one foot in the Yarra would probably 

wash them all away.
Everyone seemed very quiet and 
there were several stores quite 
well stocked.
However, rewards appeared poor, 
one party spoke of 20ozs of gold 
a week among four of them, but 
as there was no Commissioner 
on the field, they had no licence 
fees to pay.
We would like to think that 
Mr Theis  made a “golden” 
turnover with his Diamond 
Accommodation Stores before 
he sold out to B. W. Cameron at 

the end of 1855. 
Cameron “proved to be a particularly 
public-spirited person”.
Politics, cricket and trade all bear his mark.
As a member of  State Parliament, 
representing Evelyn for 30 years, he proved 
as great a humanitarian as pioneer-trader. 
There are many Warrandytonians whose 
forbears were at Andersons Creek in 1855. 
Lack of space prevents us mentioning all of 
them, but they are not forgotten. 
What they did for the district — even if only 
in helping create legends — lives on. 
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By JAMES POYNER
THE REUSE SHOP at Nillumbik’s 
Recycling and Recovery Centre in 
Plenty reopened on October 25.

In an effort to reduce the amount 
of waste sent to landfill, the shop 
takes items delivered to the Recovery 
Centre that cannot be recycled, but 
are in good condition, and prepares 
them for sale on site.

In August 2018, the shop had to 
close while the intersection between 
the Recovery Centre and Yan Yean 
Road took place as part of the State 
Government’s Major Roads project.

With works now complete, the 
ReUse shop announced its reopening 
on Facebook, on October 18.

The reopening is yet another plus for 
Nillumbik residents and businesses 
in a month which has seen the tables 
slowly begin to turn in the war on 
waste.

On October 6, Nillumbik announced 
t h e y  h a d  m a d e  a  s h o r t- t e r m 
agreement with KordaMentha, SKM’s 

receivers to send waste and recycling 
to the (then) newly reopened Laverton 
North recycling facility, with kerbside 
recycling services returning to normal 
on October 7.

Nillumbik Shire Council Mayor 
Karen Egan expressed Council’s joy 
in seeing normality resume.

“This is exciting progress for our 
residents, who are enthusiastic 
recyclers and have been waiting 
patiently for proper services to 
resume,” she said.

On October 10, Cleanaway Pty 
Ltd, who acquired SKM’s senior 
secured debt of $60 million from 
the Commonwealth Bank in August, 
announced the acquisition of all 
SKM assets — which includes three 
recycling facilities in Victoria.

Cleanaway CEO and Managing 
Director Vik Bansal commented on 
the acquisition.

“ T h e  A c q u i s i t i o n  p r o v i d e s 
Cleanaway with a strong recycling 
platform in Victoria and Tasmania as 

part of our Footprint 2025 strategy and 
our mission of making a sustainable 
future possible.

“The recycling sector is undergoing 
significant structural changes with 
a move to increase recycling within 
Australia to support a transition 
towards a circular economy.

“The Acquisition provides us with 
the infrastructure to capitalise on the 
growth opportunities created by these 
changes.”

Ni l l u m b i k  C o u n c i l  h a s  a l s o 
confirmed the current arrangement 
to send recycling to Laverton North 
remains in place.

At State level, there are a number of 
policies and strategies in development 
to further enhance our ability to 
“reduce, reuse and recycle”.

The Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 
are currently developing a circular 
economy policy which aims to 
re p u r p o s e  o u r  w a s t e  t h o u g h 
repair, recycled goods, and energy 

generation, in an effort to divert as 
much waste as possible from landfill.

An initial issues paper and a series of 
workshops occurred between July and 
September, with the final outcome 
and report expected to be released 
later this year.

Advisor y body Infrastructure 
Victoria released an evidence-based 
report on October 20 which looked 
at Victoria’s waste and recycling 
industry and has outlined a number 
of solutions for the future.

One possible solution which has 
sparked interest in national press is 
the possibility that Victorian’s may 
end up separating rubbish into six or 
more bins (organics, plastics, paper, 
glass, metals and other are given as 
examples) to reduce the need to co-
mingle which, the report suggests, 
will allow for cleaner waste transport 
streams which would reduce the risk 
of contamination and potentially stop 
recyclables being sent to landfill.

Although the circular economy and 

the proposal for additional recycling 
bins is still a long way from becoming 
a reality, at least the light at the end of 
the (waste)tunnel is a little bit brighter.

In the meantime, Warrandyte and 
surrounds should simply continue to 
do what we do best; take advantage of 
the monthly Repair Café, fossick and 
visit the shops like ReUse in Plenty.

What goes around comes around

By SANDI MILLER
THE VICTORIAN Government has 
now banned single-use, lightweight 
plastic shopping bags across Victoria.

M i n i s t e r  f o r  E n v i r o n m e n t 
Lily D’Ambrosio said the Labor 
Government would consult closely 
with businesses and the community 
on how best to implement the policy.

“Banning single-use plastic bags 
will slash waste, reduce litter and help 
protect marine life in Victoria’s pristine 
waters,” she said.

The trick for all of us will be to avoid 
adopting behaviours with an even 
greater environmental impact, such 
as relying on heavier single-use plastic 

bags.
Plastics in the environment break up 

into smaller and smaller pieces over 
time, becoming increasingly difficult 
to manage.

They can end up in our waterways, 
lakes and oceans — contributing to 
litter and posing a significant hazard 
to our marine life.

As seen in last month’s Diary, when 
local photographer Denise Illing 
captured a photograph of a platypus 
tangled in rubbish, our local river-
dwelling creatures suffer from the 
pollution that ends up in the Yarra.

Reducing the number of plastic 
bags we use is an important part of 

addressing the overall impacts of 
plastic pollution.

T h e  p h a s i n g  o u t  o f  b a g s  i n 
supermarkets is now well established, 
and local supermarket owner Julie 
Quinton has said that people are 
getting much better in remembering 
to bring their own bags.

Warrandyte Riverside Market has 
prepared stallholders for the ban, and 
has been suggesting market goers 
bring their own bag for some months 
in the lead up to the ban.

Dick Davies from the Market 
committee said they are taking the 
ban very seriously, with committee 
members checking compliance at the 

market.
“Any concerned customers can also 

report non-compliance to the market 
office marquee in the Stiggant Street 
car park,” Dick said.

He said customers also have a 
responsibility to bring their own bags 
and reusable coffee cups.

“Even plastic or cardboard cups 
labelled ‘eco-fr iendly’  are not 
bio-degradable if the appropriate 
disposable or recycling facilities are 
unavailable,” he said.

He said the market has attempted a 
number of times to provide reusable 
ceramic coffee mugs but “has run into 
problems meeting the required food 

hygiene criteria”.
“Our best advice to shoppers is ‘Bring 

your own bag and cup’”, Dick said.
The 2015/16 Keep Australia Beautiful 

National Litter Index reported that 
Victoria has the lowest litter count in 
the country for the fifth year in a row.

Let’s keep it that way.

Bag ban to stop litter before it begins

Everyone leaves footprints in 
your memory, but the ones 
that leave footprints in your 
heart are the ones you will 
truly remember.
RIP Anthony.
A brave fight for 13 and a 
half years and a legacy of 
all the trials you were on to 
help others in their fight of 
multiple myeloma.
Anthony was a true 
gentleman, who loved 
unconditionally and gave 
without expectations. 
He will be truly missed by all 
who knew and loved him.

Anthony John Meikle
2nd February 1958 – 7th October 2019

2nd May 1925 – 17th October 2019

Irene Jean Chapman

vale

Mother of John, Sue, Jenny and 
Brian.
Grandmother and great 
grandmother.
Long term resident of 
Warrandyte who gave much to 
her community.

May the air carry your spirit gently 
May the fire release your soul 

May the water cleanse you 
May the earth receive you 
May the wheel turn again

Full obituary to follow in 
December issue.

vale

(nee Grey)
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By SANDI MILLER
CALLS HAVE resumed for VicRoads 
to solve the dangerous intersection 
at Five Ways, where Croydon Road, 
Brumbys Road and Husseys Lane 
intersect with Ringwood-Warrandyte 
Road.

An online petition has gathered more 
than 1000 signatures after recently 
being returned to circulation.

It is calling for improved traffic 
controls at the intersection.

The petition was initiated two years 
ago and has recently resurfaced on 
Facebook where it has generated a lot 
of discussion.

Petitioner Renny Koerner-Brown 
told the Diary she was prompted to 
start the petition following several near 
misses with cars mistakenly turning 
into Brumbys Road “only to have 
them do an abrupt u-turn” in front of 
her “leaving me out in a horrendous 
intersection in on-coming traffic”.

Mary-Anne Lowe is a resident on 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road, and 
says every day she navigates the 
intersection pulling a horse float.

She spoke with the Diary about the 
issues she has encountered. 

“It is a daily occurrence to witness 
blaring horns, near misses and 
unfortunately I have also witnessed 
an accident with a horse float in the 
last two years,” Ms Lowe said.

She says traffic from all directions 
need a smoother transition and clearer 
instruction to make it safer for all road 
users.

Another South Warrandyte resident, 
Kim Dixon, said she has been sending 
letters to VicRoads for years about the 
intersection.

She says that the confusion at the 
intersection itself is only part of the 
problem.

“I reside in Colman Road and 
the traffic we get coming down our 
street, to avoid this intersection, is 
horrendous.

“[Colman Road] is not designed to 
take traffic travelling in both directions, 
it is extremely narrow and there are a 
number of places in which cars cannot 
safely pass each other,” Ms Dixon said.

She said that as a result of her ongoing 
complaints, around eight years ago 

Maroondah Council installed speed 
humps in their section of roadway 
and Manningham Council have also 
recently installed four speed humps.

“Unfortunately, these devices have 
not deterred the amount of traffic that 
use this road to avoid the intersection,” 
Ms Dixon said.

“In all my correspondence [to 
VicRoads] I have stated that the 
issue in Colman Road is a direct 
consequence of  the dangerous 
intersection at Croydon Road and 
[Ringwood-]Warrandyte Road — I get 
the same reply, “this intersection is not 
our priority”.

Leigh Harrison, Director City 
Services for Manningham Council 
said Manningham Council is aware of 
congestion issues and safety concerns 
along Ringwood-Warrandyte Road 
and would support an upgrade of this 
intersection. 

“The intersection is an important 
connection for local roads connecting 
to Ringwood-Warrandyte Road, 
including Brumbys Road which is a 
no-through road.

“While VicRoads is responsible for 
any upgrade works, options that could 
be considered include a roundabout or 
new traffic signals,” he said. 

State Member for Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith, said he has been asking the 
Government for several years about 
the intersection, but he says the 
response he has received has been 
disappointing.

“I have raised the very real concerns 
from local residents about this 
dangerous intersection on a number 
of occasions, but these concerns have 
fallen on the Government’s deaf ears.

“I would hate to think that a tragedy 
has to occur before we see any action 
from the Andrews Government.

“Fix the problem now so we can 
avoid the kind of fatal accident that 
many locals believe is an inevitability,” 
Mr Smith said.

Mr Smith showed the Diary a series 
of correspondence he has had with 
various Roads Ministers, during his 
last foray into the issue in March 2017.

Back then, he was advised:
“VicRoads has been monitoring the 

safety record at the intersection of 

Ringwood-Warrandyte Road, Croydon 
Road and Husseys Lane in Warrandyte 
South.

“There has been no reported injury 
crash at the intersection in the most 
recent five-year period.

“The average two-way daily traffic 
volume on Ringwood-Warrandyte 
Road has increased from 5,700 vehicles 
per day in 2015 to 5,800 in 2017.

“The configuration of the intersection 
is  in accordance with relevant 
guidelines and is similar to many 
other intersections across Melbourne.

“Based on the safety record and 
in inspection of the site, VicRoads 
considered the intersection to be 
operating safely for all road users.

“VicRoads will continue to monitor 
the road safety at this location to 
determine the need for any future 
improvements.”

Member for North East Metropolitan, 
Sonja Terpstra told the Diary she had 
not had any contact from constituents 
regarding this intersection, but that 
she would follow the issue up with the 
Roads Minister.

The Diary  contacted VicRoads 
for comment and a Department of 
Transport spokesperson said that 
they receive many requests each 
year for safety improvements and 
upgrades to intersections, including 
new traffic lights, from across Victoria, 
and that all requests are prioritised 
based on the extent to which such a 
treatment would improve safety and/
or congestion at each intersection.

The unnamed spokeperson said 
that VicRoads consider a range of 
factors such as the number and type 
of vehicles using the intersection, 
the need to cater for pedestrians, the 
historical safety record of the site and 
the impact the improvements would 
have on the surrounding road network.

“The safety of everyone travelling on 
our roads is our number one priority, 
and we’re continually looking at ways 
we can make it safer and easier for 
people to use our road network.

“We’ll continue to monitor this 
intersection to see if there’s any 
safety improvements we can make,” 
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T ra n s p o r t 
spokesperson said. 

Bicycle law changes 
to make riding safer

MANNINGHAM COUNCIL endorsed 
the Eastern Regional Trails Strategy 
2018 at their Ordinary Council Meeting 
on October 22.

The Strategy is a collaboration 
between Manningham and six other 
councils in the Eastern Metropolitan 
Region to link up and complete a 
network of 22 trails, allowing the 
populace to access trails and parks 
away from the road.

Council’s endorsement is part of the 
bureaucratic process to allow final 
signoff and for work to eventually 
begin.

Outside of our immediate area, the 
strategy plans include extending the 
Ringwood to Box Hill Rail Trail east 
to Croydon and Warburton and west 
to Hawthorn; and the construction 
of the Yarra Valley Trail which aims 
to connect Lilydale to Yarra Glen and 
Healesville.

T h e  s t r a t e g y  a l s o  i n c l u d e s 
improvements to the Main Yarra Trail 
and Ruffey Creek Trail.

During the Ordinar y Council 
Meeting, Councillors Michelle Kleinert 
and Andrew Conlon spoke about why 
this trail network is important.

“It is another way for people to see 
our beautiful city using the trails.

“They are highly used trails without 
these connections, so connecting 
it and finally finishing it will be an 
absolutely wonderful benefit to not 
only the residents of Manningham 
but those entering into our city and 
leaving,” said Cr Kleinert.

C r  C o n l o n  f o c u s s e d  o n  t h e 
importance of the Main Yarra Trail 
extension to Warrandyte.

“In particular, I’d like to point out the 
extension from Beasley’s to Warrandyte 
— that is a really problematic road at 
the moment.

“You can go all the way into the city, 
you get to that point and then you’ve 
got to start taking your life in your own 
hands as you traverse Warrandyte 
Road.

“I believe it will be great for the 
Warrandyte township in terms of 
future tourism opportunities and really 
encouraging our residents to get out 
and use those trails,” he said.

The motion was carried which 
puts this project one step closer to 
becoming a reality.

However, the 2019/20 Capital Works 
budget already includes funds to 
begin work on the Main Yarra Trail 
extension and the Ruffey Creek Trail 
improvements and those works are 
expected to begin before the end of 
the financial year.

The takeaway from the Eastern 
R e g i o n a l  Trai l s  St ra t e g y  2 0 1 8 
discussion demonstrates Manningham 
is committed to linking Warrandyte to 
the Main Yarra Trail which will not 
only benefit locals and visitors in 
the short term, but will eventually 
tie us into a large network of trails 
allowing everyone to easily access 
and experience the bushy parklands of 
Warrandyte State Park, the Yarra Valley 
and the Yarra Ranges.

A trail for all seasons

By JAMES POYNER
CHANGES TO bike laws have made it 
safer for anyone aged 13 or under to 
use their bicycle to get 
around.

T h e  c h a n g e s  a re 
designed to promote 
riding for children and 
their siblings.

The changes, which 
c o m m e n c e d  o n 
October 15 are:
• Children under 13 
 years old will now 
 be able to cycle on 
 footpaths.
• A person 13 
 years and older can 
 accompany a child 
 under 13 years 
 cycling on a 
 footpath.
• Adults with a young 
 child in a child seat attached 
 to their bicycle, or with a child 
 pedalling on a bike attachment at 
 the back of an adult bicycle, can 
 cycle on the footpath.

VicRoads said the changes came 
“after extensive consultation with 
pedestrian and cycling organisations, 

c o u n c i l s  a n d 
community members”.

H o w e v e r,  a d u l t s 
pulling bike trailers or 
using cargo bikes are 
prohibited from cycling 
on the footpath.

C y c l i s t s  a r e  s t i l l 
required to keep left 
(when possible), give 
way to pedestrians and 
signal their presence 
using a bell or by calling 
out.

O n  a  l o ca l  l e v e l , 
while it is still currently 
illegal for adults to 
c ycle on the wider 
western footpath of the 
Warrandyte Bridge — 

which is designed to be a shared path 
but currently lacks the necessary 
signage and path markings — now at 
least primary aged children and their 
friends/families can safely cycle across 
the bridge, using the footpath.

Courtesy VicRoads

Every which way you turn

By JAMES POYNER
THE ROUNDABOUT at Fitzsimons 
Lane/Main Road on the Eltham—
Templestowe border has become the 
focal point of a conflict between green-
minded conservation groups in the 
latest infrastructure development from 
the State’s Major Roads Project team.

As part of the $2.2million Northern 
and South Eastern Roads Upgrade, the 
roundabout, which marks the gateway 
to the Green Wedge from Templestowe, 
is planned to be developed into an 11 
lane intersection, in an effort to reduce 
congestion and improve safety.

In background supplied by Major 
Roads Project Victoria (MRPV), the 
agency stated the upgrade would 
“benefit more than 60,000 people who 
use the busy road every day.”

“Unfortunately, some tree and 
vegetation removal will be necessary 
to carry out the upgrade.

“However, Major Road Projects 
Victoria will plant new vegetation 
where there is available land within 

the project boundary and manage 
landscape and vegetation loss in 
accordance with statutory obligations.

“Design revisions to date have been 
able to save more than 100 trees in the 
vicinity of the project, and any options 
to minimise the removal of trees will 
continue to be considered.”

If  you have not  seen Eltham 
Community Action Group’s campaign 
against the development of this 
intersection on social media, you 
may have noticed the red ribbons 
tied around trees on and around the 
Fitzsimons/Main Road roundabout.

These are the trees currently marked 
for removal.

Nillumbik Council issued a press 
release on October 22 stating their 
disapproval of the upgrade in the 
face of opposition from residents and 
community groups with ties to the 
Shire.

“While Council recognises that 
congestion is a significant issue at 
the intersection and supports State 

Government efforts to improve this 
issue, Council does not support 
the planning process to deliver this 
project”.

In their last Community Update 
in April  2019,  MRP V indicated 
construction would begin in 2020.

The Diary asked MRPV if there was 
any room for additional discussion 
and design changes to the project 
between now and 2020, to prevent the 
destruction of trees at the roundabout.

A  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f ro m  M R P V 
responded:

“The Fitzsimons Lane upgrade will 
improve congestion, making it easier 
and safer for the community to travel 
through and around the area.

“We recognise that the greenery 
surrounding the Eltham Gateway is 
a key feature of Nillumbik’s unique 
landscape and we’re committed to 
minimising this project’s impact on 
the environment.

“ We’ l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  k e e p  t h e 
community up to date as the planning 

stage progresses.
“We will consult with the community 

throughout the life of the project, 
ensuring that we continue to hear 
and consider their feedback on this 

important project,” they said.
MRPV has told the Diary it will be 

releasing revised designs — which save 
more than 100 trees in the vicinity — in 
the coming weeks.

Community’s development dread at Eltham gateway

By JAMES POYNER
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By SANDI MILLER
WHAT IS YOUR big idea to make your 
neighbourhood more liveable?

That is the question posed by 
Manningham Council as they seek 
input from the community to form 
strategic policy for the next 20 years.

Council officers recently came out to 
the Warrandyte Community Centre to 
get the views of Warrandyte and Wonga 
Park residents on a range of issues.

Topics  such as  Environment, 
Recreation, Waste, Parks and Healthy 
Cities were all being discussed at the 
drop-in session.

The Warrandyte event was part of two 
months of community engagement 
workshops conducted by Council, 
including a Family Fun Day in 
Doncaster, and three sessions across 
the various wards in Manningham.

Community  Engagement  and 
Research Advisor, Ellen Davis-Meehan 
said having the Warrandyte session 
was important, as what Warrandyte 
residents’ value may differ from 
that of the more urban parts of the 
municipality.

“Manningham is such a diverse 
community with a whole range 
demographics represented across 

the community, the needs of Bulleen, 
for instance, differ greatly to that of 
Warrandyte,” she said.

In a statement, Council said that in 
developing the strategy consideration 
will be given to:

Responding responsibly to the 
growing population.

Identifying and protecting the things 
we most value for future generations.

Advocating for increased public 
transport services and infrastructure.

The influence of technology and 
innovation on our future city.

Adapting to climate change through 
ecologically sustainable design.

Using best practice urban design to 
improve the appeal and function of 
Manningham.

Manager of Integrated Planning, 
Matthew Slavin, told the Diary that 
communication is a key part of 
planning for a community.

“Having a conversation is always 
valuable, as there may be differing 
interpretations of the guidelines we 
are working to,” he said.

He said Manningham faces a range 
of challenges including population 
growth, housing, transport and climate 
change.

“We need to prepare for the future 
by providing liveable spaces with 
high quality housing, a resilient 
environment, a prosperous economy, 
employment opportunities and 
improved access to services and 
shops,” he said.

The final session in the series will 
be a Seniors Forum, to be held at 
the Manningham Civic Centre on 
November 18 from 10am–12:30pm 
where Council is asking “What makes 
a great neighbourhood?”.

Residents can also have their 
s a y  o n l i n e  v i a  t h e  I m a g i n e 
Manningham 2040 website: www.
y o u r s a y m a n n i n g h a m . c o m . a u /
imagine-manningham-2040.

There is opportunity to tell your story, 
complete a survey or put forward a big, 
or small, idea.

The onl ine  sur ve y  c los es  on 
November 18.

Feedback will help inform the 
development of Council’s Liveable 
City Strategy to capture community 
aspirations for the municipality. 

A draft report will be released early 
next year, when the community will be 
invited to review and provide feedback.

Imagine Manningham in 2040?

By SUSAN FOREMAN
WARRANWOOD Primary School 
will receive $298,000 of additional 
maintenance funding thanks to 
an increased school maintenance 
i n v e s t m e n t  b y  t h e  A n d r e w s 
Government.

Member for Eastern Metropolitan 
Sonja Terpstra announced that the 
funding will be used for toilet repairs 
in the gymnasium, Prep, Grade 1 
and Grade 2 bathroom facilities, and 
Grades 3 and 4 bathroom facilities.

“We know students get the most out 
of their education when they have 
safe, modern classrooms to learn 
in, and first-rate facilities the school 
community can feel proud of,” Ms 
Terpstra said.

The funding is part of a state-wide 
$515 million investment, which is 
providing more funds to maintain the 
state’s 36,000 school buildings, while 

supporting state schools to cater for 
the 115,000 additional students who 
are expected to enter the education 
system over the next five years.

State spends a penny 
at Warranwood PS

By SANDI MILLER
TEAM WARRANDYTE Diary took to 
the trails early on Sunday October 27 
to take part in Run for the Firies.

The event is in support of the 
Research and Kangaroo Ground Fire 
Brigades and the Diary team ran the 
6km and 10.6km distances.

There is also a 4km run/walk option, 
which saw a large contingent of 
pram-pushing pedestrians lend their 
support to the local brigades.

According to Race Director, Research 
3rd Lieutenant Steve Hewett, there 
was around 1,350 entries across the 
three distances, around half opting 
for the long course.

The course options take runners 
along the Diamond Creek Trail, 
and saw a great turnout by families, 
running groups, serious and not-so-
serious runners.

The shorter courses are both, 
thankfully, a relatively flat out-and-
back starting and finishing at the 
Eltham North Reserve oval.

The 10.6km runners split off from 
the main trail to brave the Allendale 
Road hill before looping back along 
the Aqueduct Trail, then Main Road 
before getting back on Diamond 
Creek Trail and past Edendale Farm 
on their way back to the oval.

Lt Hewett said they get great 
support from the community for the 
event, with members of Diamond 

Creek Running Group helping CFA 
volunteers with marshalling and 
aid-station duties as well as local 
photographers who provide on-
course photos free of charge via the 
event’s Facebook page.

The Kangaroo Ground and Research 
brigades put the funds raised towards 
upgrading their fire trucks and station 
facilities.

Lt Hewett said the Kangaroo Ground 
Brigade will use the money raised 
here to upgrade one, or two, of their 
appliances.

“The Research brigade need to do 
an extension on our station because 
we have grown larger than our station 
can hold,” he said.

The original station was built in the 
60s and the brigade hopes to add 
a new multi-purpose training area 
which will also be available for other 
community groups to use.

Runners flock to this event not only 
to support a great cause, but to run a 
fun, challenging and immersive race 
on the bushier edge of Melbourne.

The event also comes at a crucial 
time, pre-bushfire season, elevating 
the profile and the needs of local 
CFA brigades and reminding people 
that we not only need to look after 
ourselves, but we need to look after 
our Firies too.

There is a number of other events 
planned in the coming weeks to 

support the two brigades, with Wheels 
for the Firies car and bike show 
being held in support of Research on 
November 10 at Eltham College and 
Fire Fest at Easthill Estate Winery on 
November 17 to support Kangaroo 
Ground, Panton Hill, St Andrews and 
Christmas Hills brigades.

Stepping out for our firefighters

By JAMES POYNER
T H E  V I C T O R I A N  E l e c t o r a l 
C o m m i s s i o n  ( V E C )  re l e a s e d 
their final recommendation for 
the Manningham City Council 
Representation Review on October 
16.

T h e  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  b e g a n 
in June,  when the VEC sought 
submissions from Manningham 
residents, businesses and groups, 
which is aimed to help maintain 
fair representation of councillors 
throughout the municipality.

Prior to the review process, 
M a n n i n g h a m  C o u n c i l ’ s 
representation comprised of nine 
councillors split evenly across three 
wards.

The VEC’s Preliminary Report 
suggested residents were happy 
with the current multi-councillor, 
multi-ward structure and the VEC 
recommended this be maintained 
with a slight alteration to the internal 

ward boundaries to account for 
population changes.

In its Final Report ,  the VEC 
recommended Option A, their 
preferred option, which sees a 
small adjustment to the boundaries 
between Heide and Koonung wards.

The change shifts  the ward 
boundary between Heide and 
Koonung from Thompsons Road to 
Ayr Street and Outhwaite Avenue.

This change shifts the entirety of 
Bulleen into Heide ward.

The change should make for more 
effective representation of the views 
of Bulleen residents in Council.

T h e re  i s  n o  c ha n g e  t o  t h e 
Mullum Mullum ward, which 
includes Warrandyte, under the 
recommended option. 

The VEC’s recommendation will 
need to be signed off by the Minister 
for Local Government.

Any changes will apply at the next 
general council election in 2020.

Manningham Representation 
Review report released

Race Director Lt Steve Hewett

VEC publishes final recommendation
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By SAM McCULLOCH
LIVING IN A bushfire prone area means 
residents need to think ahead before the 
bushfire season begins.

This includes horse owners living in 
Warrandyte and surrounds.

On October 20, the South Warrandyte 
CFA held a Horses and Bushfire 
Information Session at the South 
Warrandyte Cricket Club.

Horse owners who attended were 
treated to a fascinating session about 
the myths and realities of dealing with 
horses in a bushfire situation.

The biggest takeaway from the session 
is how critical it is to prepare and have 
a plan for their safety before a fire 
happens.

Many believe horses panic in fires.
We quickly learned from Captain 

Sharon Merritt, Macclesfield CFA, this 
is not the case.

Horses are rarely stressed out by fire 
and can generally look after themselves 
if they have the right conditions.

Their natural instinct is to move as 
far from the fire as possible and then 
quickly seek burnt ground to survive.

If you have a horse in a bushfire 
prone area, it is imperative to have a 
designated safe place on your property.

Ideally this safe place would include 
a paddock that has been eaten out with 
enough room to gallop and minimal 
vegetation.

A large sand ménage without 
buildings or vegetation too close is 
also suitable.

Animals confined to stables or small 
yards may panic and hurt themselves 
trying to escape if the building catches 
fire.

Fences should be prepared so they 
can contain your horse even if a fire 
passes through.

Star pickets and a sight wire can be 
added to post and rail fencing.

A dam or water in a concrete tank or 

deep bath should be available so horses 
can seek relief from the heat and avoid 
dehydration after the fire has passed.

It is very likely you will not have access 
to your property for some time after a 
fire so access to shade and water can 
make a big difference.

Your property should have a Property 
Identification Code (PIC). 

This is registered with the Department 
of Agriculture through the Department 
of Economic Development, Jobs, 
Transport and Resources (DEDJTR).

The code shows authorities horses are 
on your property and DEDJTR may be 
able to enter after the fire to check on 
their welfare.

If a Severe, Extreme or Code Red fire 
danger day is declared, move your horse 
into the designated safer paddock or 
area early.

Remove rugs and fly veils as these can 
burn and cause serious injuries.

If possible plait your horse’s tail polo 
style to keep it from catching fire. 

Run through your plan and check 
everything is ready. 

If your horse is not microchipped, 
put your phone number on your horse 
using spray paint or use event crayon so 
they can be identified.

If you have to move your horse
If your property is not safe for your 

horse to remain during a fire, have a 
plan to move them to a safer area if a 
Severe, Extreme or Code Red fire danger 
day is declared.

It is too late to move your horse if there 
is fire in the area and risks putting both 
you and your horse in danger. 

Bushfires can travel fast, and traffic 
management points will be set up, 
closing roads. 

Coming back for your horse during a 
fire is extremely dangerous. 

Do not attempt to move horses that 
you are not responsible for. 

The horse owner may have a fire plan 

in place and by interfering you could 
be putting the horse in danger, as well 
as yourself. 

Check if you can move your horse 
to a neighbour’s property, the local 
racecourse, pony club or showgrounds. 

You should check well in advance if 
these places are willing to take your 
horse and you may be required to stay 
with them.

Alternatively, talk to other horse 
owners and create a group plan. 

If you agist your horse, talk to the 
agistment owner to find out what the 
bushfire plan is for their property.

If other horses will be using the same 
temporary safe area, ensure they are 
familiar with each other or can be kept 
safely apart.

After the fire has passed, it may be 
some time before you can check on 
your horse. 

Check the area is safe, with no fallen 
power lines or trees likely to fall. 

Watch for ash pits where tree roots 
have burned underground that can 
cause burns if stepped in. 

Make sure fencing is intact and water 
sources are clean. 

Move your horse from hot ground as 
soon as possible to avoid laminitis. 

If you have done your prep work well, 
your horse is more likely to survive with 
minimal injuries. 

Generally, horses that have been 
through a bushfire have some facial 
burns, swollen eyelids and hoof 
damage. 

You might not be able to get a vet to 
your horse, so it can be useful to have 
some basic first aid at hand or a plan to 
get your horse to a vet. 

Horses can do well in bushfires if their 
owners have a plan and prepare early, 
before a fire starts. 

More information can be found at 
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/
horses-and-bushfires

Protecting your horses from bushfire
Photo: IAN CRAIG
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By JOHN HUF
RESEARCH Fire Brigade will open 
its doors to the public on Saturday, 
November 30, 2019 as part of the 2019 
CFA Open Day program.

Brigade members will be on hand 
on the day with a range of fire safety 
information and advice.

Fire Brigade Captain Neville Stewart 
said CFA Open Days were the perfect 
opportunity for brigades to show the 
community what they do to keep 
everyone safe and to deliver valuable 
fire safety messages.

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for our 
local community to meet the men and 
women who work hard to keep them 
safe from fire and help out in times of 
emergency,” he said.

“Anyone interested in joining CFA, 
whether as a firefighter or in a support 
role is also welcome to come along for 
a look and a chat.”

CFA Chief Officer Steve Warrington 
said the open days are a great 
opportunity for people to find out how 
to best protect themselves, their family 
and property from fire this summer.

“A strong relationship between the 
community and emergency services 
is a crucial component in boosting 
community safety and greatly assists 
our members in their critical role of the 
protection of life and property.

“Now is the time to prepare your 
family and home in the lead up to 
summer and we’re here to help — 
members will be on hand to provide a 
range of fire safety information.”

Brigades throughout the state have 
opened their stations to their local 
communities as part of the CFA Open 
Day program since it started in 2011.

The day is an opportunity for all 
Victorians to learn more about what 
brigades do for the local community 
in a relaxed and friendly environment.

The Research Brigade Open Day 
will be held on Saturday, November 
30 at the fire station in Research-
Warrandyte Road from 10am to 12pm.

For information on this event 
and other events being held by 
brigades around Victoria, s ee 
cfa.vic.gov.au/whatson

By SANDI MILLER
WITH SUMMER approaching it is time 
to consider preparing your property 
for fire season.

The Diary spoke with Manningham 
and Nillumbik Councils about how 
to clean up your property but stay 
within the rules around vegetation 
management.

Angelo Kourambas, Manningham’s 
D i r e c t o r  C i t y  P l a n n i n g  a n d 
Community said: 

“Council strongly recommends that 
anyone looking to remove vegetation 
or trees on their property should 
contact Council before commencing 
any removal works”. 

Ni l l u m b i k  C o u n c i l ’s ,  S e n i o r 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  O f f i c e r  o f 
Governance and Legal Services, 
Natalie Town likewise encourages 
residents “to think carefully about tree 
and vegetation removal and to contact 
Planning Services on 9433 3343 before 
doing so”.

Mr Kourambas said that cleaning up 
properties should form part of your 
fire plan.

“In the lead up to bushfire season 
residents should ensure they have an 
emergency plan ready and prepare 
their properties accordingly,” he said.

The CFA website  has al l  the 
information residents need to prepare 
their property.

Council is urging all residents to 
prepare their property now and 
maintain it throughout summer.

Visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-
prepare/how-to-prepare-your-
property

Managing vegetation on your 
property 

Nillumbik, as the Green Wedge Shire, 
is known as the “lungs” of Melbourne.

“Our beautiful open spaces and 
natural treed environment, together 
with our friendly villages, add to the 
lifestyle of the Shire.

“While we like the environment 
surrounding us, bushfire safety is of 
paramount importance. 

“Striking the right balance is 
essential,” Ms Town said.

Mr Kourambas said Manningham’s 
most valued features is the balance of 
city and country, with a range of urban 
areas surrounded by vast natural 
environment.

To protect this, he said residents 
are generally required to obtain a 
planning permit before vegetation can 
be removed.

Planning permits for vegetation 
removal are particularly important for 
residents living on a property with an: 
Environmental Significance Overlay 
(ESO), Vegetation Protection Overlay 
(VPO), Significant Landscape Overlay 

(SLO), or Heritage Overlay (HO).
There are some exemptions to allow 

vegetation removal around a resident’s 
home and along certain fences without 
obtaining a permit.

For instance, along the front fence, 
private landowners can use the 
exemption on their property but 
cannot remove vegetation from the 
roadside as they are not the property 
owner.

Landowners must check there 
are no covenants or other legal 
agreements which are not covered by 
the exemptions.

Reducing fire risk 
Preparing your property all year 

round reduces the risk of stockpiled 
waste.

Fallen tree debris, grass, twigs and 
excess vegetation can dry out and 
become very flammable in the event 
of a bush or grass fire.

For this reason, both Councils 
recommend residents clear this kind 
of garden waste before the warm 
weather hits.

It is also important for residents to 
clear out their gutters frequently to 
ensure they’re free from leaves and 
sticks.

Having clean gutters may offer 
protection from an ember attack 
during a fire and greatly reduces risk 
of water entering a roof space during 
a storm.

For a detailed guide on landscaping 
for bushfire prone properties residents 
can view the CFA’s Landscaping for 
Bushfire guide. 
Abiding by the 10/30 or 10/50 rule
Fo l l ow i n g  re c o m m e n d at i o n s 

f r o m  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  B u s h f i r e 
Royal Commission, the Victorian 
Government has made a number 
of changes to the Victoria Planning 
Provisions regarding vegetation 
removal.

It provides certain exemptions that 
may allow you to remove vegetation 
to create a defendable space around 
buildings used for accommodation, 
including associated outbuildings and 
boundary fences, without the need to 
obtain a planning permit.

D e p e nd ing  o n whether  your 
property is covered by the Bushfire 
Management Overlay planning 
scheme or not, will determine what 
you can remove.

When preparing properties for 
bushfire and considering the removal 
of vegetation, residents should 
check which of the 10/30 or 10/50 
exemptions apply.

You are covered by the 10/30 rule, 
if there is no Bushfire Management 
Overlay on property.

It means you may remove trees up to 

10m, or vegetation up to 30m, around 
existing building without a permit.

If a Bushfire Management Overlay 
exists on property, it means you are 
covered by the 10/50.

You may therefore remove trees up 
to 10m, and vegetation up to 50m, 
around existing building without a 
permit.

B u i l d i n g s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  f o r 
accommodation and have existed 
before September 2009.

Landowners must check there 
are no covenants or other legal 
agreements which are not covered by 
the exemptions.

How to dispose of green waste
Each year Manningham Council 

offers residents the option of: 
• Two household hard rubbish 
 (waste) collections, or 
• Two household bundled garden 
 waste (branches) collections, or 
• A combination of one hard 
 rubbish(waste) collections and 
 one bundled branches (garden
 waste) collection.

In addition to this, residents in 
bushfire prone areas are eligible for 
four complimentary green waste 
vouchers per year to help remove 
any excess garden waste from their 
properties.

In Nillumbik, residents can put their 
green waste in the 120-litre green 
waste bin which is collected weekly.

Residents can also deliver their 
green waste to Council’s Recycling 
and Recovery Centre at 290 Yan Yean 
Road, Yarrambat.

Property owners receive three green 
waste vouchers a year as part of their 
valuation and rates notice.

Property owners can pass these 
vouchers on to tenants to use.

Residents must bring their original 
or online rates notice to the Nillumbik 
Recycling and Recovery Centre.

Green waste vouchers provide 
flexibility to dispose of larger quantities 
of green waste at a convenient time.

One voucher is for one cubic metre 
of green waste, this a slightly heaped 
6x4 sized trailer load.

Load size will be assessed by the 
attendant.

Green waste includes garden 
clippings, pruning, leaves and grass.

It must be clean and not contain 
processed wood such as treated pine, 
fence palings or untreated timber and 
must not include food waste.

For Manningham residents, green 
waste can be disposed of at the 
Manningham Garden Waste Centre at 
the corner of Websters and Blackburn 
Road, Templestowe.

The current and future voucher 
periods for 2019/20 are:

• Sunday, October 6, 2019 to 
 Sunday, December 22, 2019 
• Sunday, January 12, 2020 to 
 Sunday, March 29, 2020 
• Sunday, April 5, 2020 to Sunday, 
 June 28, 2020

For more information, including 
maximum trailer load sizes, visit : 
manningham.vic.gov.au/garden-
waste-vouchers 

Property owners, landlords and 
property managers can order new or 
additional bins for a property.

In Nillumbik, each property can have 
up to two green waste bins. 

There is an upfront cost of $80 for 
an extra green bin with no additional 
annual collection charge. 

If a tenant wishes to select an 
alternative option for their bins, they 
need to contact their landlord or 
property manager. 

Get it done
Inspections will soon be conducted 

across  both municipal i t ies  by 
Municipal Fire Prevention Officers to 
identify properties that may constitute 
a fire hazard. 

If the property is not well maintained 
the owner will receive a Fire Prevention 
Notice requiring them to undertake 
works. 

It is an offence to fail to comply with 
a Fire Prevention Notice.

Vacant land
To protect your neighbours, owners 

of vacant land are required to maintain 
the vegetation on their property 
during bushfire season by: 
• Removing any fallen and dead 
 vegetation 
• Removing any fine fuels (anything 
 less than 6mm in diameter e.g. 
 twigs) 
• Creating separation between 
 vegetation, buildings and fences 
 by mowing and pruning 
 vegetation. 

If someone is concerned about a 
property with an excessive volume 
of fuel, they should contact Council.

Burning off 
Burning off in the open air is 

prohibited unless you have a valid 
permit issued by your Council.

In Manningham, residents who own, 
reside in, or manage a property greater 
in size than 2,500 square metres are 
eligible to apply for a permit to burn off 
green waste on their property. 

Before applying for a permit to burn 
off green waste residents should know: 
•It is illegal to burn off during the 
 fire danger period without a 
 special permit. 
• Outside of the fire danger period 
 it is illegal to burn off when the fire 

 danger rating is very high or above. 
Residents can apply for a permit via 

the Councils websites, either www.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au or Manningham 
go to www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
burning-off

In Nillumbik, burning off can occur 
from October 1 until the Fire Danger 
Period is declared by the CFA. 

A permit is required to burn off 
in Nillumbik if your property is less 
than 1 acre (0.4 hectares) OR If you 
wish to burn off a large heap, a pile 
that occupies an area greater than 10 
square metres or more than 25 cubic 
metres in volume.

If shade temperature exceeds 32 
degrees Celsius or the wind speed 
exceeds 15kph, do not burn off.

It is the responsibility of the permit 
holder to check the fire danger rating 
before they intend to burn.

Any burn off must be registered 
w i t h  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s 
Telecommunications Authority 
(ESTA) on 1800 668 511 prior to 
commencement. 

Further conditions apply to all 
permits and will be provided on 
approval of a permit. 

Residents must read and be aware 
of all conditions prior to open air 
burning.

Residents may also contact the CFA 
to burn off their property for them. 

For additional information on 
burning off residents can visit the 
CFA’s website: cfa.vic.gov.au/plan- 
prepare/burning-off 

Fire danger period 
The Country Fire Authority is 

responsible for declaring the Fire 
Danger Period for each municipality 
at different times in the lead up to the 
fire season. 

It depends on the amount of rain, 
grassland curing rate and other local 
conditions. 

No fire danger period has been 
declared for Nillumbik yet but check 
with the CFA for updates.

www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-
restrictions/restrictions-during-the-
fire-danger-period

Renters in fire prone areas 
Whether a person owns their 

property or rents, it is just as important 
to know their risks and have an 
emergency plan.

In regard to clearing vegetation, 
renters must adhere to Council 
conditions in the same way a property 
owner must. 

If a person renting has concerns 
about the state of vegetation on their 
property, they should contact their 
real estate agent or landlord to discuss 
the matter directly.

The whys and wherefores of bylaws:
Fire preparation and vegetation management

Meet the Brigade at the Research CFA Open Day

Photo supplied
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THROUGHOUT the written history of 
the world, a period of 5,000 years or so, 
there have been innumerable wars of 
conquest and invasion. 

Empires in Europe, Asia and Africa 
have risen and fallen over this period, 
but there were no wars of invasion 
and conquest in Australia before 1788. 

O f t e n  w h e n  I  h av e  p u t  t h i s 
proposition, people have argued 
vigorously that it cannot possibly be 
true. 

The problem is that war has been 
such an endemic part of recorded 
history we are led to believe it is 
actually an element of human nature, 
and therefore part of all societies. 

The reality is however that all wars of 
conquest and invasion are economic 
wars, even if they are sometimes 
dressed up in religious or other 
justificatory clothing. 

If people are living sustainably in an 
area of land, with a stable population 
matched to the carrying capacity of 
the land, then there is no survival 
need that would see them seek land 
belonging to others. 

As far as I can see, all wars of invasion 
and conquest arise from this basic 
economic imperative. 

Even when climate change might 
have caused mass migration in 
the past, this is still an economic 
imperative. 

In rebuttal of the idea that there were 
no real wars in Aboriginal society, 
one eminent historian counted up 
the intertribal killings that had been 
observed and recorded by settlers in 
frontier times. 

It was then announced that these 
intertribal killings surpassed the 

number of Australian soldiers killed 
in the First World War. 

What a ridiculous exercise to 
undertake. 

All it did is prove the point I am 
making. 

Aboriginal people were dispossessed, 
forced off their land and onto the lands 
of other tribes. 

The inter-tribal frontier conflict 
observed was not “normal” but was 
created by the new economic reality.

This however, does not mean that 
Aboriginal society was without 
conflict. 

Like any other society there were 
issues of law and order and tensions 
between tribes. 

However, these tensions were subject 
to very close ritual control and agreed 
protocols, right across Australia.

We are all aware of tribal “payback” 
where a real or imagined grievance 
might lead to an act of vengeance. 

This then leads to retaliation and the 
escalation of payback to involve more 
people or families. 

Ultimately it escalates to hostilities 
between tribes. 

At the point where one tribe decides 
that the matter can only now be 
determined by pitched battle, they 
cannot sneak up and massacre their 
opponents in a surprise attack. 

They must instead give 28 days notice 
and cannot turn up with more warriors 
than the other side can muster.

On the appointed day the Elders 
meet prior to hostilities commencing. 

They check that the numbers on 
each side match and agree on what 
outcome will resolve the hostilities. 

For instance, it might be when the 
first blood is spilt on the ground.

T h e  b at t l e  t h e n  c o m m e n c e s 
whilst other onlookers yell derisive 
comments at the opposing side. 

However, the respective Elders watch 

dispassionately. 
As soon as one warrior falls to the 

ground bleeding, the Elders call a halt 
and declare the argument has now 
been resolved. 

Everyone from both tribes then join 
in a celebratory corroboree marking 
the resumption of friendly relations.

Anyone daring to continue the 
payback after this formal resolution 
incurs an automatic death penalty. 

The tribal executioner, known as the 
Kidney-Fat Man, is delegated to carry 
out the task. 

You only get this job if you are the 
best hunter and greatest fighter in 
the tribe. 

When he finally tracks you down, he 
strangles you with a garrotting cord, 

then surgically removes one kidney, 
whether you are still alive or not. 

He then takes it back to the Elders 
and it is ritually burned. 

If the victim is not dead already, they 
die of infection with no help or succour 
from anyone, because that too is a 
death penalty. 

The nature of Aboriginal law and 
economy therefore acted against the 
possibility of wars of conquest, but 
there were also religious reasons for 
its absence. 

Aboriginal people universally 
believed that to die outside your own 
land meant your spirit could never be 
at peace, until your body was returned 
and buried in your own Country. 

It was therefore quite impossible to 

remain in another Country, even if you 
had just successfully invaded it.

Some people have said to me that 
because Aboriginal people had no 
written history, it cannot be proven 
there were no wars. 

Not so. 
A culture is readily understood 

by its myths and legends and there 
are plenty of these available from 
Aboriginal Australia.

I challenge anyone to find any myth, 
legend, story or song from anywhere 
in Aboriginal Australia which talks 
about a Warrior King, the overthrow 
of an evil despot, or the conquest and 
enslavement of others. 

Clear proof that it  just never 
happened.

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

Just imagine — a society without war

Echidnas are on the move!
Warrandyte local, GINNY 
HOWELL recently had 
this curious visitor in her 
garden. 
Breeding season for the 
echidna sees the normally 
reclusive monotremes out 
and about searching for a 
mate or to find food for their 
young.
If you see an echidna in 
your back yard, do not 
attempt to move it, keep 
pets away, leave it in peace 
and it will move on of its 
own accord.

eye spy
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By DON HUGHES
SINCE EUROPEAN colonisation of our 
continent, Australia has been involved 
in many conflicts.

The nature of these conflicts has 
changed dramatically as has how we 
remember them.

There were early expeditionary forays 
to numerous conflicts such as the 
Maori Wars (1860s), the Sudan (1885), 
the Boer Wars (1899–1902) and the 
Chinese Boxer Uprising (1899–1901).

There have been conflicts at home 
such as the Colonial security forces 
against miners (Eureka 1856), the 
anti-Chinese riots (Lambing Flat NSW, 
1861) and against Aboriginal resistance 
to Colonial rule and settlement (the 
Frontier Wars, 1788–1930s). 

These are largely forgotten or 
selectively remembered.

Even Victoria Cross recipient, Mark 
Sever Bell, who was born in Sydney on 
15 May 1843, is little known.

Bell was awarded the VC whilst 
serving with the Royal Engineers in 
the Ashanti War in British West Africa 
(now Ghana) in 1874.

Colonel Bell VC, CB, ADC is not 
included in Australian VC recipients 
because he left Australia as an infant 
back to his family’s home country of 
England.

Many of us can relate to a great 
uncle who fought in France after 
surviving Gallipoli (the ANZACs), 
or a grandfather who survived the 
North African campaigns against 
Hitler’s Afrika Corps (Rats of Tobruk) 
or an uncle who faced the Japanese 
onslaught in the Pacific or the Kokoda 
track.

These are often remembered by a 
new generation of Australians who 

undertake pilgrimages to such 
places as Gallipoli, The Western 
Front or Kokoda.

After the huge impact of these 
World Wars, the outpouring of grief 
manifested in every Australian town; 
erecting memorials, establishing 
institutions and conducting solemn 
parades and gatherings. We needed 
to grieve as a nation. 

T h e  f l o r a l  s y m b o l  o f  t h i s 
Remembrance, the Poppy, was 
born out of the mass slaughter on 
the fields of France.

The Korean conflict, our first 
u n o f f i c i a l  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s 
commitment,  was informally 
dubbed the “forgotten war”.

Our society was perhaps in too 
much pain to openly grieve another 
large conflict.

The great numbers of combatants 
began to decrease and therefore 
so did the resultant national grief 
except for an “inter-generational 
grief ” that still pervades part of 
Australian society today. 

C o n f l i c t  wa s  n o  l o ng e r  a n 
extended, static-style trench warfare. 

Greater mobility, smaller armies and 
more sophisticated weaponry along 
with more complicated political and 
social factors started to change the 
very nature of war.

Often against  an unseen and 
c u l tu ra l l y  d i ve r s e  o p p o s i t i o n , 
Australians have participated in 
numerous conflicts in the latter half 
of the 20th Century: Malaya, Borneo 
and Vietnam along with a variety of 
Cold War skirmishes around the globe.

Vietnam was highly controversial. 
Despite good soldiering, our warriors 

came home to an often confused and 

divided society.
Many did not want to remember. 
It took 20 years for a welcome home 

parade to be formally conducted for 
a generation predominately made of 
conscripts. 

The pain ran deep on many levels.
Similarly,  Australia has been 

involved in over 60 United Nations, 
Hu ma n i t a r i a n ,  P ro t e c t i ve  a n d 
Assistance operations since 1947 both 
at home and abroad. 

These have involved not only 
members of the defence force but also 
police, public servants and numerous 
civilian experts. 

Many Australians would not be 
aware of the variety and diversity of 
these operations conducted in far 
flung corners of the globe, where 
Australians have served (and died) 
in the name of Peace and Humanity. 

Only conflicts well covered by 
the international media stay in 
the consciousness of Australians: 
Cambodia, Rwanda or Timor Leste.

These conflicts can, however, 
achieve positive results. 

A few brave Australian soldiers 
and nurses saved many orphaned 
babies, despite being constrained by 
frustrating UN rules of engagement. 

They protected displaced Hutu 
people in the Rwandan Kibeho 
refugee camp from massacre by 
heavily outnumbering Tutsi forces. 

A glimmer of light from that tragedy 
was that some of the babies were 
adopted into European homes, 
received a first-rate education, and 
returned to Rwanda as doctors, 
teachers or engineers 25 years later.

A small group of Australian federal 
police and army engineers deployed 

to the quagmire left in Mozambique 
after a 15-year brutal civil war in 1993. 

Twenty years later Mozambique 
became the first country in the world 
to be declared landmine free thanks to 
a handful of skilled Australians. 

Most Australians don’t even know 
where Mozambique is! 

Austral ia  is  s t i l l  involve d in 
our longest war, 18 years now in 
Afghanistan, with 42 lives lost, over 
400 severely physically incapacitated 
and literally thousands emotionally 
traumatised for life. 

However, this conflict pales into 
insignificance after the calamities of 

the World Wars. 
Despite more highly sophisticated 

weapons and targeting systems, more 
highly trained and specialised troops 
often deploying on multiple tours, 
more strategic and political planning 
processes; our young warriors still 
die or become incapacitated bearing 
physical and traumatic scars for life. 

This impact is however, felt and 
remembered by fewer Australians. 

Our current Veterans often feel 
forgotten. 

Parallel to this changing and diverse 
impact on conflict is the cultural and 
ethnic evolution of the very makeup of 
Australian society. 

Many Australians are refugees or 
immigrants that have fled atrocious 
and deadly regimes to make this 
country home. 

Many do not want to remember. 
Conflict  at  home adds to our 

collective grieving. 
Whether it be global terrorism, 

crime, civil unrest, the increasing 
militarisation of civilian security forces 
— or environmental disasters such as 
drought, fire, flood or earthquake — 
the pain of conflict at both home and 
abroad is difficult to fathom. 

It entwines deeply into the very 
psychological fabric of our society. 

As we briefly pause on November 
11 to honour and remember past 
military conflicts — it is also important 
to reflect on the changing nature of 
conflict and the deep trauma these 
have often inflicted. 

There are many great lessons to be 
had from remembering, understanding 
and learning from past conflict. 

Lest we forget.

MANNINGHAM Council is seeking 
p e r s o n a l  w a r  s t o r i e s  f ro m  t h e 
community to be included as a part of 
a commemorative soundpost project at 
the Doncaster RSL and East Doncaster 
Avenue of Honour.

The project is being run in conjunction 
with students from Box Hill TAFE and 
Doncaster Secondary College who will 
produce the sound recordings as a part 
of their studies.

Fitting stories will be selected to help 
illustrate the human impact of war, 
and to honour the sacrifice of those 
connected to war.

Stories can be about any war or 
conflict globally and can be shared from 
a wide range of perspectives including:

• service people in the armed forces 
 (solider, sailor, pilot etc.) 
• nurse or doctor who served during 
 a war 
• people who migrated to Australia 

 to escape war or conflict 
• people who may have been 
 detained during a war 
• those who stayed at home when 
 soldiers left for war 
• war love stories 
• resistance fighters 
• those unofficially recognised in 
 their service to the armed forces. 

The installation of commemorative 
s o u n d p o s t s  h a s  b e e n  f u n d e d 
by Manningham Council and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs.

Manningham Mayor,  Cr  Paula 
Piccinini said: “The commemorative 
soundposts will stand as a poignant 
reminder to all about people’s personal 
war experiences the sacrifices they’ve 
made. 

“The project also gives local students 
the opportunity to hear firsthand about 
real life experiences of war, whilst 
developing their skills in interviewing 
and audio engineering.” 

Those wishing to take part in this 
project can express their interest 
by visiting manningham.vic.gov.
au/personal-war-stories or calling 
9840 9333. 

Expressions of interest close on 
Monday November 11.

Soundposts to honour personal war stories

Remembering the changing nature of conflict
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By JO FRENCH
THE MECHANICS Institute Hall has 
just opened its doors to the fifth Repair 
Café and organisers David Tynan and 
Simone Keifer say it is bringing much 
happiness to the community.

The Diary sat down with the dynamic 
duo just before the event to get the 
low down. 

“It’s going really well,” said Simone, 
“we are very happy with how it is 
going.”

The October session saw so many 
people coming through that extra 
chairs were needed and organisers had 
to come up with a new logistics model 
for handling the queue.

“ We  p u t  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e 
Manningham Matters and that made 
a big difference,” said David, “there 
were a whole lot of extra people.

“We probably had about 35 people 
bringing things to get fixed, so the word 

is getting out.
Simone encourages anyone who 

wants to bring something in for repair 
to come early, as repairs take time.

“At one stage we had eight people 
waiting for an electrical fix,” she said.

The first Repair Café, held in July, saw 
only three or four people coming in.

It started slow,” said David, “it wasn’t 
well known, but we are putting it out 
there and it is making a difference.”

All sorts of items are being brought 
in with the hope of a fix, lamps and 
toasters, a clothes drying rack, socks 
and jumpers with holes that need 
darning, a back pack that just needs 
a patch.

“It is quite common for people to 
bring in something they love but they 
have not been able to use it because it 
has been broken or damaged.

“Those people are just joyful when 
their item gets fixed because, with just 

a two-hour visit, a chat with someone 
who knows how to fix it and a small 
donation, it is able to be used again,” 
said David.

The Repair Café simply wouldn’t 
exist if there was no one to do the 
repairs, here they are called “fixers” 
and in David’s words, they are “a group 
of humble and generous people, expert 
in their skill and happy to help.”

 “Often they are retired but they have 
skills, and this is a thing that makes 
them feel that their skills are still 
valued,” said David.

“And you can see the joy on their 
faces, they are intensely working for 
two hours but also energised by it — 
they love the day.”

“We have a great team of fixers across 
electric, electronics, mechanical, and 
we also have about six people helping 
us with garment repairs of various 
sorts and a lot of those people are 

very multi-skilled they can do quite a 
few things. 

“We are getting more fixers all the 
time, and they love it so much and they 
keep coming back.”

An old grandfather clock now ticks 
again thanks to one of the fixers, 
Damian, who took off home to get just 
what he needed to bring it back to life.

Then there is the old 60s record 
player that will now spin another tune 
thanks to the creative efforts of Roger.

But not every story has a happy 
ending, not every item can be fixed.

“Sometimes we just have to give it a 
blessing,” says David.

“People just need to know the effort 
to fix it would mean it would cost more 
than it would to replace it, and though 
we hate that, sometimes that’s the only 
practical suggestion.”

Pat Anderson, a member of the Arts 
Association, also likes to be involved 

with the day, though she is not a “fixer” 
her skills come in to play as she bakes 
cakes for the morning tea and assists 
with the administration and logistics 
on the day.

“The Repair Café is another thing the 
Mechanics Hall does in the town, for 
the community,” said David.

“We have had calls from others 
asking how to set them up so that is 
really encouraging.

“The Arts Association and the 
Mechanics Hall are really there for 
the community and this is just another 
thing the WMIAA is doing.

“We are very pleased with it.”
The Repair Café is held on the first 
Sunday of the month, except in 
January, at the Mechanics Institute 
Hall, from 10:30am–12:30pm.
For more details, head to: 
warrandytehallarts.asn.au/
repaircafe

Business is booming at The Repair Café 

Photos: DAVID TYNAN



NOVEMBER 2019 Warrandyte Diary 11

By SANDI MILLER
WHAT GETS you through the day?

Is it talking to friends, patting your 
dog, Ventolin, coffee, cigarettes, 
Asprin, wine, Valium, Thorazine?

We like to hope that we can get by 
with the things towards the start of 
that list, but many people, for whatever 
reason, find themselves in need of the 
latter, just to make sense of the world.

And there is no shame in that.
We all need different things; we are 

all unique. 
At different times, we may need a 

range of these things.
Mental health is complex, and I, 

by no means, profess to have all the 
answers, but the way we have been 
looking at mental illness has been 
black and white — when the reality is 
every shade of grey.

It is time to reframe mental illness, so 
we can look at it like any other illness.

If you develop asthma, you get 
treatment, likewise with mental illness, 
medication may be a part of a journey 
back to recovery.

Talking is important for everyone’s 
mental health, whether or not you are 
experiencing an “adjustment disorder”.

Talking to your GP, psychologists, 
counsellors can help, but so too can 
talking to friends, peers — or just 
someone.

Local café, Now and Not Yet, plays 
host to a regular mental health support 
group called Blur.

Facilitated by local artist and mental 
health advocate Tim Read and Clinical 
Psychologist James Courtney, it is a 
safe space to talk through any mental 
health issues you may be experiencing.

Every now and again they hold a 
special open forum which discusses 
all areas of mental health, and brings 
together a diverse range of mental 
health professionals to answer 
questions about mental health, mental 
illness and the system that is available 
to support those going through mental 
health issues, and those that care for 
them.

I attended a recent session to get an 
understanding of the state of mental 
health needs in our community.

What struck me most was the feeling 
of isolation from those with mental 
illness, and the sense of shame that 
accompanies the other symptoms, 
because we live in a culture with a long 
history of stigmatising mental illness.

But it shouldn’t be that way.
Do we feel shame when we have an 

asthma attack?
Nope.
We seek help, we get help, and we go 

about our lives.
Why is that not the same with, say, 

anxiety?
The external symptoms are often 

similar.
We can buy Ventolin over the counter 

and may share it with our friends if they 
have an asthma attack.

But if a colleague has an anxiety 
attack, most people would walk away 
and try not to make eye contact.

Asthma sufferers have an action plan, 

just like mental health sufferers.
If  we see someone having an 

anaphylaxis attack because they have 
been triggered by a peanut in their 
sandwich, do we hesitate to render aid?

Nope.
What about if someone with Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) 
gets triggered by a helicopter flying 
overhead? 

I’m guessing now you are saying, “I 
wouldn’t know how to help”.

We understand that the allergic 
reaction needs an EpiPen and, despite 
never being trained to use it, we would 
give it a red hot go. 

That should be the same with our 
PTSD sufferer — you may not have 
been trained, but you have the basic 
tools to at least give it a red hot go.

Compassion, ears, a shoulder.
Sometimes it is enough to sit with 

someone and just be there.
Maybe it won’t get them well — but it 

won’t do any harm to show them some 
compassion.

They may need professional help — 
again, no shame in that.

If it was their leg that was broken, 
would you call an ambulance?

Same if it is their mind that is suffering 
trauma, get medical assistance, 
and that too might mean calling an 
ambulance.

What attending the Blur forum 
taught me, was that telling stories has 
powerful healing properties.

And this is what I, as a journalist, 
do best.

It  is  therefore we, the media, 
who needs to relay these stories, 

and hopefully remove some of the 
undeserved stigma that has plagued 
mental illness for so long.

Many times, mental illness only gets 
discussed when reporting suicide or 
other erratic behaviour.

But  according to MindFrame 
the instance of mental illness is as 
common as it is diverse, 

In a 12-month period it is estimated 
that: 

• 14 per cent of Australians will 
 experience an anxiety disorder 
• 8 per cent of Australians will 
 experience an eating disorder 
• 5 per cent of Australians will 
 experience a substance-use 
 disorder 
• 4 per cent  of Australians will 
 experience a major depressive 
 episode 
• 0.4 per cent  of Australians will 
 experience a psychotic illness 
 such as schizophrenia

Add that up, and that’s a fair whack 
of our community.

We need to start watching out for 
each other.

If you or someone you care about is 
struggling to cope:
Lifeline 
13 11 14 
www.lifeline.org.au
Suicide Call Back Service 
1300 659 467 
www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au
Beyond Blue Support Service 
1300 22 4636 
www.beyondblue.org.au

Let’s have a talk about mental health
opinion

By SANDI MILLER
YOUR NEWSPAPER,  Warrandyte 
Diary has once again been awarded 
the coveted Best Newspaper award 
at the annual Community Newspaper 
Association of Victoria’s awards night, 
held recently in Lilydale.

T h e  a w a r d  m a r k s  t h e  s i x t h 
consecutive year the paper has taken 
out the top prize.

L i v i ng  by  ou r  m o tt o,  B y  t h e 
Community, For the Community, this 
award goes to the whole community 
for their continuing contribution to, 
and support for, your local paper.

The awards have been running for 
fourteen years, with the Diary only 
nominating for the last six following 
the change of editorship, when 
founding Editor, Cliff Green retired.

This year it was a tight contest with a 
joint award going to Warrandyte Diary 
and the Tatura Bulletin.

The Diary’s August edition was 
nominated for the award, and Judge 
Jeanette Severs noted:

“I really couldn’t choose between 
these two publications: excellent 
photos, headlines, layout, stories and 
why they’re chosen, writing and copy 
editing — overall excellence in two 
different formats.”

The Diary also walked away with the 

Best Design and Layout award.
T h e  A u g u s t  e d i t i o n  w a s 

nominated for the Award, with the 
judge, Dr Shivani Tyagi, noting: 

“This publication looks very 
professional and inviting. 

“The masthead communicates 
a warm and community minded 
feeling that is carried throughout 
the spreads.

 “ T h e  p h o t o g r a p h y  a n d 
illustrations are high quality and 
well composed, which enhances 
the content.

 “The layout design is well 
considered, and the typography 
is confident with a good sense of 
hierarchy.

 “ The overal l  impression 
communicates a vibrant and 
active community that is filled 
with personal stories.”

The Diary won Best Sports 
Reporting on the strength of Josh 
Huntly’s story in May about Ann 
Pascoe’s retirement after 43 years 
being scorer for the Warrandyte 
Cricket Club 1st XI.

The category judge, sports 
Journalist Lisa Dennis noted:

“I really loved how this publication 
went to so much effort to capture 
photographs and put together a story 

which told the tale of one of the local 
cricket club’s unsung heroes — long-
time scorer and club stalwart Ann 
Pascoe.

“This is a great example of 
celebrating the hard-working 
volunteers who assist our local 
sporting clubs to be a success and 
really captured the essence of the 
local community.”

And we were awarded Best 
History Story for Bill McAuley’s 
walk down memory lane with 
his Great Milk Bar Odyssey in our 
July edition.

Judge, Heather Arnold noting 
how interesting each of the 
nominations were, however this 
story stood out as the winner:

“The story of the eight milk 
bars in Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
in the 1960s.  

“Lovely story of simpler times 
when all our shopping was 
done in the Main Street, before 
shopping centres; when kids 
could roam the town and spend 
their pocket money on lollies, soft 
drink and ice creams. 

“It’s a local story celebrating 
the local shop, the milk bar, 
once common and now almost 
extinct.”

The Community Newspaper 
Association of Victoria (CNAV) is 
made up of over eighty community 
newspapers around the state, from 

such far-flung towns as Mallacoota, 
Landsborough, Tallangatta and Apollo 
Bay.

In our region we have a range of 
sister publications including Emerald 
Messenger, Ferntree Gully News and the 
Studfield and Wantirna Community 
News.

A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a w a r d s,  t h e 
Association also held a conference 
where members heard interesting 
topics around newspaper publication.

As host newspaper this year, the Diary 
provided several speakers as well as 
category judges, Emma Edmunds from 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood house 
judged Best Community Content, 
while our Education Columnist and 
Assistant Principal at Anderson’s 
Creek Primary School, Nietta Manser, 
judged the Story from a Person Under 
18 category.  

Diary Editor, James Poyner gave a 
workshop on digital publishing and 
our beloved Jock Macneish gave a 
highly engaging cartooning workshop.

The CNAV annual gathering is a 
celebration of community news and 
the Diary is proud to take its place 
in such a diverse, passionate and 
community-minded group where we 
learn from and inspire each other to 
raise the bar in local reporting.

Warrandyte Diary raises the bar in community journalism

NILLUMBIK Artists Open Studios 
offers you a cultural tour like no other.

E x p l o r e  s c u l p t u r e  w a l k s  i n 
picturesque locations, get lost in 
painting studios, speak one-on-one 
with an artist and discover the source 
of their passion.

This art adventure is yours for the 
taking over two weekends: November 
16—17 and 23–24.

There are 26 dynamic artists’ spaces 
brimming with creations including, 
metalwork, painting, printmaking, 
ceramics, glasswork, sculpture, 
textiles and more.

See the artists at work and take the 
opportunity to purchase your own 
one-of-a-kind artworks.

The Shire of Nillumbik spans from 
Eltham with its lively cafes and food 
culture, through to the beautiful hills, 
valleys and vineyards of Cottles Bridge 
and the Bend of Islands.

The studios are nestled amongst all 
of this inspiration, waiting for you to 
discover their charms.

Nillumbik Artists Open Studio 
program began over three decades 
ago and is as rich in heritage as it is 
diverse in its offering. 

Pick up or download a booklet — 
available from participating artists, 
sponsors and Eltham Library Gallery.

Before you head out, head to 
the Artist Open Studios website, 
download and print a pamphlet, or 
save it to your phone, and plan your 
trip.
artistsopenstudios.com.au

Opening 
their studios
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By JO FRENCH
OCTOBER IS Australia’s Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, and local 
resident Michelle Neale decided it 
was the perfect opportunity to gather 
a group of local women together for 
a special breakfast and an important 
discussion.

Breakfast for Boobs was held at 
Warran Glen Café on Friday, October 
12 with the purposes of raising funds 
for research and awareness amongst 
the women present, as well as an 
opportunity for friends to catchup 
and enjoy a beautiful breakfast.

The women had all met through 

local playgroups, kinders and schools 
over the past few years.

Jade Shoppee was a guest at the 
breakfast and said, “It’s a great 
opportunity to catch up with local 
mums, for some of us it’s been 12 
months since we’ve seen each other.”

With many of the women in the 
room affected by breast cancer either 
personally, or through a friend, sister 
or mother, the message was clear and 
simple:

“We need to take responsibility for 
our own boobs,” said Michelle as she 
addressed the gathering, sharing her 
own story of losing her sister, Rachel, 
to cancer last year and her desire “to 

raise a few dollars to help kick cancer’s 
butt”.

According to the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation (NCBF), breast 
cancer is  the most  commonly 
diagnosed cancer in Australia, with 
eight women dying from the disease 
every day — and incidence are rising.

 “As women and mothers we often 
put our health last and it is time to 
stop that,” she said, as she urged 
the women to check their breasts 
regularly, and suggested putting a 
monthly reminder in their calendars.

Michelle is passionate about getting 
women to make their own health a 
priority and said that many women 

saw the morning as a wakeup call, 
some calling her later to thank her 
and confirm they had gone home and 
performed breast self-examinations.

Breakfast for Boobs raised almost 
$900 towards breast cancer research 
with the help of local small businesses 
and individuals donating towards a 
raffle and sale items. 

Warran Glen Café donated 10 per 
cent of the breakfast event sales to 
the cause and will be continuing their 
breast cancer research fundraising 
efforts on Thursday, November 7, as 
they host their annual Pink Ribbon 
Oaks Day breakfast. 

Café manager, Debbie Ranieri says, 

“It’s a fun day, many people come back 
year after year.

“The café is decorated beautifully 
in pink flowers, the staff wear pink 
aprons, there is champagne and 
auction items and 100 per cent of the 
takings go towards Pink Ribbon.”

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
may have drawn to a close but 
awareness and fundraising events will 
continue all year simply because, as 
researcher Dr Rohan Bythell-Douglas 
says, “A world without breast cancer 
deaths can only happen with the right 
research investment facilitated by the 
continued support of the Australian 
community.”

Starting the conversation over breakfast
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By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado

IT HAD HIT that time of year. 
There had been some rain and 

finally there had been some sun. 
Heading out my back door to tackle 

the encroaching spring jungle, I was 
greeted by Jonathan LaPaglia (JLP).

“Welcome to Australian Survivor” 
he says.

You’ve got to be kidding me.
I could’ve been sunning my pasty 

white middle-aged sagging carcass 
on a golden beach in Fiji or Vanuatu, 
but no, I get ‘Season Six – Warrandyte’, 
set on the muddy banks of the Yarra. 

“Here’s your map. 
“Slash your way through your waist 

high grass until you find your pool. 
“There are enough fallen branches 

and tree debris to make shelter and 
build a campfire. 

“Remember fire and water are 
essential for your survival in this 
game… but I‘ve seen the state of your 
pool, I’d be using the Yarra for your 
drinking water. 

“See you at the first challenge.” 
With that, JLP flies off in his chopper 

to his luxury hotel in Brumbys Road, 
South Warrandyte, oh that’s right they 
weren’t allowed a helipad. 

Or a hotel for that matter. 
Anyway, off he went.
Firing up the whipper snipper, I 

make my way through the onion 
grass and oxalis. 

Having a snack on some wild 
blackberries, I pause, I sneeze and 
sense that sinking feeling of regret 
rising out of the pit of my stomach. 

Regret is not the only thing rising 
out of my stomach. 

The marinated in Round-up 
blackberries get returned to sender. 

With eyes watering, skin itching 
and breathing turning to wheezing, 
fear begins to snake up my body. 

Who the hell leaves their house in 
Warrandyte in spring without taking 
a Zyrtec? 

Could my day get any worse? 
Yes. 
Yes, it could. 
Turns out fear is not the only thing 

snaking up my body. 
Glancing down at my Haviana-

clad feet, I feel the cold slitheriness of a 
newly hatched tiger snake attempting 
to wind its way up my leg. 

Oh, hell no! 
Shaking and jigging my legs, I 

dance away MC Hammer style, my 
chances at being the sole survivor 
were withering away by the second. 

Much like MC’s career after his 
follow up single. 

I bet you can’t name it. 

Go on… I’ll wait.
With the pool fence in sight, I breathe 

a huge, slightly shaky sigh of relief. 
Breaking through the undergrowth, I 

stagger through the gate and onto the 
safety of the decking. 

Or so I thought. 
Although I was hungry enough to eat 

the belly off a low flying duck, when 
one presented itself to me, I quickly 
lost my appetite. 

With its soft feathery wings beating 
at my face and its webbed feet feebly 
flapping at my chest, I begin to laugh. 

“Dude, you really need swooping 
lessons from the IGA magpie. 

You’re like getting hit with a feather 
duster.” 

Glancing around as I continue 
my attempts to speak duck, I try 
to ascertain what has risen my 
attacker’s ire.

And there they are. 
Eleven little bundles of fluff doing 

circle work in my pool. 
Round and round they go, little legs 

paddling lickety split, all chirping 
away at the top of their tiny lungs. 

After watching them through my 
half-closed swollen eyes, it slowly 
dawns on me that they are trapped. 

Too little to fly, they can’t get out 
of the water and onto the decking.

Mum and Dad Duck give me a final 
glance over their shoulder and shrug 
their wings, just like any parents 

walking out of Warrandyte Childcare 
Centre, as if to say “They are all your 
problem now” and take off attempting 
to hide in the overgrown jungle 
beneath the broken trampoline. 

Slipperier than eels but 1000 times 
cuter, I extract the trembling bundles 
of feathers one by one and start to 
deliver them to their delinquent 
parents. 

With only three left to rescue, I hear 
the sickening chortling tones of my 
mohawked nemesis, Son-of-Kev 
the kookaburra, as he swoops down 
and attempts to make a meal of my 
rescuees. 

Staring deeply into his beady 
eyes, I don’t even attempt to speak 
kookaburra to him. 

Not today. 
Today, I’ve had a really bad day. 
I’ve been blinded by JLP’s glistening 

biceps (ok, so maybe not all of it was 
bad), been poisoned by my own 
Round-up-ed blackberries, my skin’s 
got all rashy from my own neglected 
weeds and I’ve been given a toe 
hug from one of the world’s most 
venomous snakes. 

I am not letting my resident avian foe 
steal one of my ducklings. 

No… Not today.
Upon delivering the final duckling 

to their recalcitrant parents, I turn to 
Son-of-Kev, and in my most eloquent 
Aussie, direct him to “Rack off you 
stew-pid moll.”

Deflated, I return to the pool deck, 
lie down, raise my voice to sky and 
declare:

“I’m a celebrity, get me out of here.”
With a whomp-whomp of helicopter 

blades, JLP grins as he descends 
clutching a packet of life saving 
antihistamines.

“Right TV network, wrong show”.

Survival is the ability to swim in strange water

eye spy

THERE IS AN abundance of birds 
in the air at the moment and while 
out and about, Diary photographer, 
STEPHEN REYNOLDS has spied 
some young fledglings testing their 
wings.

These eastern rosella and noisy 

miners are part of the new flock now 
gracing Warrandyte’s skies.

If you catch a photo of something 
you would like to share with 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  s e n d  i t  t o 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au 
with the heading Eye Spy.

Feathered 
friends
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By SANDI MILLER
WA R R A N D Y T E ’ S  G R E AT E S T 
treasure (aside from the wonderful 
people) is our beautiful environment.

However, sometimes what is above 
the ground belies the inhospitable 
terrain beneath our feet.

Anyone who has tried (and, like 
me, failed) to establish a vegetable 
patch, knows that the clay and shale 
beneath our feet are not good friends 
of the gardener.

As well, the eucalypts we so love are 
quick to soak up the groundwater, 
leaving little for our plantings.

Fortunately, there is a solution.
A little over 20 years ago, when 

police horses stopped patrolling 
our streets, the land adjacent to 
the Warrandyte Police Station 
was offered up by then Station 
Officer, Keith Walker, to establish a 
community garden.

An oasis of vegetablly goodness, 
the Community Garden provides 
an opportunity for locals to ply their 
green thumbs in the fertile soils.

Don’t believe me? Well come and 
see for yourself at their next Open 
Day.

Jan O’Neil and Marion Cooper from 
the committee spoke to the Diary and 
invited everyone to come along on 
November 10.

“Enjoy the beauty of luscious fresh 
vegetables, learn about strategies 
for improving your own “paddock 
to plate” experience and chat with 
gardening enthusiasts,” Jan said.

The gardens are bursting with life at 
the moment, with all kinds of fruits, 
vegetables and flowers.

There is great pride on display with 
brightly decorated scarecrows, and 
other garden art dotted around the 
garden.

“We have several families who have 
plots and bring their kids down, and 
it is really important for them to see 

how it all grows,” said Marion.
The collective is very active through 

the year with monthly activities — 
always accompanied by a cuppa 
and a scone or two, as well as their 
famous pumpkin competition held 
at the Festival.

“We have a plot dedicated to 
growing pumpkins,” said Jan.

The garden is able to put a lot 
of waste to good use, with the 
Warrandyte Café giving them 
spent coffee grounds to bolster the 
compost, as well as the Festival’s 
camel poo, and the mulch pile which 
forms the back stop for the billycart 
derby being spread throughout the 
garden after the event.

The variety of produce grown 
within the gardens is as diverse as 
the gardeners who lovingly tend 
them, some crops are dedicated 
to strawberries for jam, others for 
broccoli, peas, tomatoes, spinach 
or other leafy greens; while others 
feature flowers specifically grown to 
attract pollinators to the area.

It’s enough to make this black-
thumbed reporter want to get out my 
garden fork and start to dig in.

However, don’t be disappointed if 
you can’t take up one of the garden’s 
30 plots straight away.

“There is always a waiting list,” said 
Marion.

But that’s not to say you can’t get 
involved in the “community” side of 
the Community Garden, with regular 
working bees to maintain pathways, 
work in the green house, and the 
collective compost — and you just 
might learn something from these 
green-fingered folk about growing 
your own food.
Th e Warrandyte C ommunity 
Garden will hold its annual Open 
Day on Sunday, November 10, 
10am–2pm at The Community 
Garden, Police Street, Warrandyte

Local labour of love
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By KATHY GARDINER

gardening

By PETER HANSON
THE EASTERN tiger snake Notechis 
s cutatus  i s  a  large and highly 
venomous snake species found in 
the southeastern mainland region of 
Australia including Warrandyte. 

They are named after their distinctive 
tiger-like stripes.

In the Warrandyte area, tiger snakes 
live mainly within environments such 
as beside the Yarra River; as well as 
other creeks, dams and wetlands. 

I have seen a snake swimming in a 
large pond at Warrandyte looking for 
frogs and have seen a large tiger snake 
swim across the Yarra at Black Flat 
Reserve when it got frightened. 

Tiger snakes will shelter in or under 
timber lying on the ground, in thick 
vegetation or in holes.

Our resident tiger snake in Webb 
Street uses a small hole to live under 
the house.

These snakes are particularly good 
climbers on both vegetation and 
human constructions.

At home I have seen a baby tiger 

snake climbing on a creeper and then 
between the mortar joint gaps on a 
vertical brick wall.    

Snakes are typically very active 
during the warmer months; however, 
they can be found on sunny days in the 
cooler months.  

They hunt during daylight hours and 
have a very broad diet that includes 
fish, frogs, tadpoles, lizards, birds and 
small mammals.

As the size of the snake increases they 
will continue to catch small prey but 
will also catch larger animals.

They will readily search underwater 
and can remain there for minutes.  

At the start of the breeding season 
males come together and will wrestle 
whilst trying to pin down each other’s 
heads as a show of dominance.

When a female is found, mating 
occurs in spring so by the time the 
20 or so live young are born it will be 
late summer with maximum warmth 
and food. 

By then the young are born about 
10cm long.

Particularly young snakes are 
vulnerable to being eaten by birds such 
as Kookaburras and Butcher birds.

In the Warrandyte area I have seen 
plenty of snakes killed by cars or by 
entrapment after falling down mine 
shafts and unable to climb out.

Although it is a protected local 
species on occasion some people kill 
them as they are viewed as a threat to 
themselves and their pets. 

The snake grows to about 1.5 metres 
in length and when it feels threatened 
has an aggressive defensive strike 
with toxic venom that makes them 
extremely dangerous to people and 
pets.

In general, when feeling threatened, a 
snake will prefer to avoid confrontation 
and will quickly slither away; however, 
if cornered will tense its body and 
flatten its head whilst pointed at its 
threat preparing to strike at it.

It may hiss and if provoked enough 
will strike forcefully at the threat.

The venom of the tiger snake contains 
a toxin protein similar to egg white that 

is destructive to nerve tissue that will 
cause liquids in the body such as blood 
to solidify. 

When bitten, a snake injects some 
venom into the meat tissue of your 
limb. 

It travels in a fluid transport system in 
your body called the lymphatic system; 
importantly NOT the blood stream. 

Lymph fluid is different.  
It moves around with physical muscle 

movement like walking or bending. 
The only way that the venom can get 

into your blood stream is to be moved 
from the bite site in the lymphatic 
vessels.

This can only be done by physically 
moving. 

If bitten, call for urgent medical 
assistance. 

In first aid we are taught to use 
pressure immobilisation bandaging 
and to remain still.

This will significantly slow the rate 
of transportation of this venom from 
the lymph system toward the blood 
stream.

Do not try to catch or kill the snake. 
The identification of the snake is 

not important as the widely available 
Polyvalent Antivenom neutralises the 
venoms of the different types of snakes 
in the Warrandyte area. 

We respect out snakes at our Webb 
Street bush property. 

Our resident tiger snake is considered 
our pet and each year gets slightly 
larger. 

It allows people to get up very close 
to it however if it felt threatened and 
stressed enough would strike.

The snakes are protected and should 
be left alone.  

IT IS THAT TIME of the year again. 
Where summer is too quickly 

approaching. 
The damp garden beds are bleeding 

their moisture as the days are heating 
up. 

Weeds are prolific, especially where 
the soil has been exposed to weedy 
seeds by plants dying, being bare 
over winter, birds or churned up by 
the samba deer and rabbits I have 
mentioned in this column before... 
Augh!

As a friend wisely said: “success in 
the garden is all about covering the 
soil with either living or dead mulch.”

It acts as a protective cover to retain 
moisture, to reduce erosion, stops the 
soil from overheating, adds nutrient 
to the soil as it breaks down and 
suppresses weeds.

A lot of us in Warrandyte live on 
properties that are sloping or difficult 
to access with a wheelbarrow — and so 
an enormous pile of delivered mulch 
seems a daunting prospect. 

It is a task a lot of us put off. 
And off. 
Sometimes mulching the garden 

with a bucket is easy as you can do it 
gently and while you are tinkering on 
a warm spring day. 

A wheelbarrow actually requires the 
tyres to not be flat and the positioning 
of the motherload of mulch to be 
delivered to the easiest position to 
access the garden (though sometimes 
this just happens to be at the top of 
the driveway or at the front of the 
property). 

Deep, deep sigh…

There are different kinds of mulches 
available. 

We have organic mulches and 
inorganic mulches. 

The organic mulches are the leaf 
and bush mulch, straw, sugar cane, 
compost and newspaper. Readily 
broken down and completely natural. 

Each have their own benefits in 
applications. 

I have used them all for different 
areas and circumstances in the garden. 

I have found the bush mulch (though 
cheap and light to move) breaks 
down far too quickly and I seem to 
be reapplying it too regularly for my 
back to bare. 

Leaf mulch (the free stuff ) is what 
we rake up from the driveway, dig out 
of our gutters or blow with our leaf 
blowers. 

These are all easier mulches to 
handle and something we can work 
on every day with little effort. 

Straw and sugar cane mulch comes 
in bales — though you can buy it in 
large plastic (booo) bags. 

The bales are convenient as they can 
be used in veggie gardens and flower 
gardens equally. 

They are easy to get delivered or 
they can fit in the back of a normal 
car with hessian sacks underneath, so 
you don’t have a car full of stray straw. 

You just divide off square chunks 
that are easily applied to the garden 
and around plants and seedlings. 

You can shred it when you lay it, 
though I think it breaks down slower 
in chunks. 

Just on the topic of pea straw bales: 
did you know you can plant seedlings 
directly into the bale? 

Comp ost,  of  cours e,  is  such 
beneficial mulch and full of nutrients 
we need to add to the soil to feed the 

plants through their roots. 
So rather than sitting on the top of 

the soil it needs to be dug through.  
Living in Warrandyte I  hope 

everyone has a compost pile. 
A paper shredder is also a great gadget 

to have in the house for shredding the 
never-ending wastepaper to add to 
the compost pile or distribute under 
any mulch. 

Always water before laying mulch 
and maybe add a sprinkling of lime. 

As a rule of thumb, mulch should be 
about 10cm thick. 

Don’t forget “mulch” could also be 
a low lying or prostrate plant that will 
blanket the soil and create a barrier 
to weeds but will also let moisture 
through to the soil beneath. 

Inorganic mulches could be old 
carpet, plastic weed mat (booo) or 
even pebbles or gravel. 

Personally, I am not that keen on any 
of the inorganic mulches except for the 
gravels or pebbles. 

But even with these you need to 
be careful as the stones do warm 
up creating a hot place for plants to 
survive in our hot, hot summers. 

I have a large garden I tend (mostly) 
on my own, so I need to find shortcuts 
to make life easier with the limited 
time I have available.

This year, as I see the mulch I moved 
about five or six years ago has finally 
finished its job, I need to reapply about 
30 metres to about half the garden. 

A lot is easy to do — a lot is just plain 
hard work with the slope and the 
difficult access after creating stone 
steps and meandering paths. 

It is hard work to manoeuvre the 
wheelbarrow (even with fully inflated 
tyres). 

So, this year I am biting the bullet and 
getting the RX20 mulch (a hardwood 

mulch made from recycled hardwood 
timber) pumped into my garden. 

I am using a company that brings the 
mulch in a tanker and they blow it into 
your pre-discussed areas. 

There is a variety of mulches 
available if you would rather leaf litter/
bush mulch/coloured/pine bark and 
even a bio-blend. 

I think it is worth considering if you 
have a large garden or difficult areas 
that need mulching. 

It is done in a couple of hours for 30 
square meters. 

The tanker is parked on the road and 
the long hose will reach the hardest of 
places to access. 

Mulch has even been pumped onto 
the top of buildings in the CBD. 

I figure the mulch will break down 
again in six years, so I will be looking 
at retirement then. 

It is money well spent, though there 
is a minimum load of 30 cubic meters. 

So, one day soon in November, I will 
be sitting in my mulched garden, with 
a cup of tea, knowing I have given it 
the best start I can to survive through 
the hot summer quickly approaching. 

Living in harmony with a tiger snake in our backyard

To mulch or not to mulch…



16 Warrandyte Diary 

BILL McAULEY’S Fourth Hill Camera Workshop took to the air recently to capture our beloved town from above.
Guest lecturer, PHOTOGRAPHER BILL SANDEL, unleashed his drone on Warrandyte skies and hovered over some of our more 
recognisable landmarks. 
The images have given us a bird’s eye view of the bridge, Goldfields Plaza, the Warrandyte village, the cricket ground, the river and the 
Pound Bend tunnel.
Bill Sandel controlled the image making from his laptop as the drone roamed around the town, and of course he was careful to obey the 
strict protocols associated with drone photography.
A selection of his photographs make up this centre spread of this month’s Warrandyte Diary.

Our town, from the air

Warrandyte village

Bridge shops

West End shops

Warrandyte Reserve

Warrandyte Bridge and the Island
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Warrandyte Reserve

Sports Club car park
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Working with Gen Z — when you a clearly not one!

By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye

I AM NOT even fully awake yet and I 
can feel the glowing rectangles of text 
burning into the back of my mind, 
beckoning me to come hither.

While I was sleeping, a few of the 
Gen Zs on my work team were up late, 
buzzing away in our group messaging 
space and now, while they sleep, their 
silent chatter calls to the rest of us.

It is a strong, invisible force that pulls 
me towards the screen.

Though there are no visible signs 
alerting me to their existence, the battle 
to ignore them is exhausting. 

It’s been going on for months — and 
most days they win.

Before I’ve even put the kettle on I 
am scrolling through kilometres of text 
messages and emoji’s: the occasional 
‘thumbs up’ and, of course, the ever 
present yellow circle faces with puffed 
out cheeks and red heart shaped eyes.

My mind fills with a whirl of responses 
and frustration and, by the time my 
family join me in the kitchen, the joy of 
the new day has already been washed 
away.

Navigating the work space via an 
online chat app requires one to be 
‘switched on’ at all times.

I f  y o u  m i s s  a  f e w  h o u r s  o f 
“conversation” it can take almost as 
much time to catch up.

Instant messaging is the way it works 
with this team, and their friends, and 
they are comfortable with it.

I, however, am struggling to speak 
their lingo.

Gen Z have grown up in the digital age, 
social media and mobile devices are a 
natural part of life.

In a face-to-face meeting recently I 
was told I had been coming across as 
unfriendly and somewhat abrupt.

As the conversation continued it 
became clear that my lack of emoji use 

had something to do with it.
I have been a user of the colon-close-

bracket-smiley-face for years now, and 
I’ve even branched out to the semi-
colon when I want to spice it up a little, 
but apparently my lack of puff cheeked 
golden orbs is sending its own message.

Emoji – those small digital images 
used to express an idea or emotion 
within text messages are important in 
some circles and if you get it wrong 
it can mean more text messages to 
establish the original meaning.

Try sending a ‘happy face’ by accident 
and see how long it takes to right the 
wrong, and as far as working out when 
to use the halo-wearing, sweating or 
sunglass wearing faces… well, when you 
do, can you let me know?

This experience has me wondering if 
instant messaging really does belong in 
the work place.

Perhaps it does – it just needs 
boundaries.

In our everyday life, we use texting 
regularly to make plans, ask questions 
and resolve queries like “what time will 
you be home tonight?”

However, it often seems to take 
longer and feels to me that it is a step 
backwards in communication. 

Standing around typing and waiting 
for the response seems to be a waste 
of time and a missed opportunity to 
connect.

The question also sits unresolved and 
keeps our minds preoccupied while we 
wait for a reply.

These messages can often also lend 
themselves to miscommunication.

You can’t hear the tone of voice, and 
most often punctuation is not used, so 
the meaning can be misconstrued.

Here’s an example:
After numerous texts back and forth 

with a colleague there was still no 
resolution or plan to move forward on 
an issue.

The hours between a text and its 
response seemed to drag.

What could have been resolved in a 
few minutes over the phone took days.

Eventually I sent a text suggesting 
a phone call within business hours, 
estimating in would only take about 20 
minutes to resolve the issue.

Eventually, with a little bit of fuss and 
a message to let me know how much 
my request was an inconvenience, 
the call took place and as predicted, 
the matter was resolved within the 
timeframe given.

Wrapping up the conversation I 
decided to ask a personal question, 

something like, ‘How are you going 
with all this?’ and instantly I regretted it.

What followed was a torrent of words 
telling me I was wasting her time and 
that she “doesn’t do phone calls”.

Suffice to say, communication 
between the two of us remained stilted 
for the remainder of the project.

So tell me, when texting is the default, 
and a phone conversation is often 
seen as time wasting, and unwelcome, 
how do you establish friendships over 

multiple short messages?
Perhaps the answer really does lie in 

the face of an Emoji.
Anyway, I’m off to my other job, where 

we work face to face and talk to one 
another across the office.

At lunch time we might walk to the 
bakery together and chat about our 
weekend.

Later, I’ll head home and possibly 
catch me some different kind of Z’s.
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By JEFF CRANSTON 
WarrandyteCAN

green edge

O N  S E P T E M BE R  1 7  t h i s  ye a r, 
WarrandyteCAN met with the Mayor 
of Manningham, the CEO and two 
other officers to ask the Council to 
consider making a climate emergency 
declaration.

While recognising the measures 
already adopted by Manningham to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
transition to renewable energy, we 
contended that the Council should 

go beyond this and join the growing 
number of governments in Australia 
and overseas that had declared a 
climate emergency.

Our key contentions were as follows:
We’re facing a severe climate crisis.
We have very limited time (about 11 

years) to address this crisis before it 
is too late. 

We need strong leadership from our 
governments at all levels, including 
local councils, just like in any national 
or international crisis.

E f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  b y  a n y 
government on this issue involves 
acknowledging that there is a crisis and 
developing a structured action plan for 
dealing with it.

Expanding on this, we referred to 
the IPCC’s finding that if we’re to limit 
global warming to 1.5oC (the preferred 
target of the Paris Agreement as 
opposed to 2oC) we must reduce our 
carbon emissions by 45% below 2010 
levels by 2030. 

We said there needed to be an overt 
and unequivocal acknowledgment 

of the climate crisis, which should 
take the form of a climate emergency 
declaration, followed by preparation of 
a comprehensive plan for addressing 
the emergency at municipal level. 

We referred to plans from other 
councils that could provide guidance 
in formulating this sort of plan:  for 
example, the City of Darebin’s plan 
and the one currently being prepared 
by the City of Moreland.  (Copies of 
these may be viewed on each council’s 
website.)   

Any climate emergency declaration 
w ou l d  n e e d  t o  b e  by  C ou n c i l 
resolution supported by a majority of 
Manningham’s nine Councillors. 

In mid-October, WarrandyteCAN 
wrote to each of the other Councillors 
(i.e. apart from the Mayor) inviting 
them to meet with us “to discuss how 
the City of Manningham could play 
a leading role in responding to the 
worsening climate crisis, in particular 
by declaring a climate emergency and 
developing an action plan for dealing 
with it.”

At the time of writing, Cr. Zafiropoulos 
has agreed to a meeting, while 
responses from the other Councillors 
are pending.

WarrandyteCAN encourages our 
supporters in Manningham to email 
their local Councillors (with a copy 
to warrandytecan01@gmail.com) to 
join the call for a climate emergency 
declaration.  

While our present campaign focusses 
on the Manningham Council, another 
local community group, Climate 
Emergency Nillumbik, is taking similar 
action directed at Nillumbik Council.  
For details of their campaign, 
see: www.facebook.com/
climateemergencynillumbik

It  should also be noted that 
Wa r r a n d y t e C A N  h a s  r e c e n t l y 
made a submission to the current 
Legislative Assembly Inquiry into 
Tackling Climate Change in Victorian 
Communities in support of a climate 
emergenc y declarat ion by the 
Victorian government.  

This and other submissions may 
be viewed at: www.parliament.
vic.gov.au/967-epc-la/inquiry-
into-tackling-climate-change-in-
victorian-communities.

We submitted that “the best way 
the State government can support 
c o m mu n i t i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  l o ca l 
councils) is to show strong and visible 
leadership in the climate crisis” 
by declaring a climate emergency 
and developing a comprehensive 
emergency action plan.

Climate emergency declarations 
here and overseas

At  the  t ime of  wr i t ing,  1166 
governments throughout the world 
(i.e. nations, sub-national states or 
territories, and local councils) have 
made climate emergency declarations, 
including in Australia some 68 councils 
and the Australian Capital Territory.  

These numbers are steadily growing. 
For details of most climate 
emergency declarations, see:   
climateemergencydeclaration.org

CAN’s campaign for a climate emergency declaration

By ADRIAN RICE
WARRANDYTE THEATRE Company 
will present two one act plays sure to 
get audiences thinking and discussing 
their meaning and values with their 
friends.

So, get a group of your friends 
together and head down to celebrate 
a terrific year of theatre.

Seating will be at tables; very 
conducive to eating and drinking 
while you enjoy the show.

Brie Snare and Francesca Carl play 
in Contractions by Mike Bartlett — a 
blackly satirical comedy about a 
relationship in the workplace.

Two young co-workers are in a 

relationship but who’s asking and how 
are these things defined?

Did you know many companies 
have policies against such things?

The second offering, Elegy for a 
Lady, might be a window into the soul 
of an adulterer or that of a tortured 
man seeking redemption.

Don Nicholson and Erin Brass bring 
Arthur Miller’s short play to life.

A gentle and moving play also about 
a relationship, but this time between a 
young woman and a much older man, 
that perhaps might have been unwise 
— but who is stopping to reflect?

The man is  seeking a gift  to 
give his mistress, but would the 

circumstances mean that he is 
deepening a relationship that should 
be left superficial?

After all, he is happily married.
So, head down to the Mechanic’s 

Institute Hall for a great night of 
theatre, eat, drink, be merry — 
but leave room for discussion and 
argument! 

Two plays to make you think

Erin Brass and Don Nicholson: 
Elegy for a Lady

Francesca Carl and Brie  Snare: 
Contractions

Tickets available via 
the Warrandyte Theatre 
Company website: 

warrandytehallarts.asn.au/
theatre/2019/oap



MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
12–14 Blair Street, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

Use it or lose it
Your spectacles could be free

Ask about our no gap options with extras cover

Mon to Thu 9 to 5.30•Fri 9 to 7•Sat 9 to 1
Ph 9844 4422  warrandyte@eyeson.com.au

Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

DIARY MINI ADS

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

what’s on

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210 e: fwpd10@gmail.com

‘We cover all areas of painting and decorating’ 

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets
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Bedford Park Community Garden
This community garden is a public organic, permacutlure inspired 
garden which is free for anyone to forage from and contribute to. 
Take what you need, and while you’re there, pull a weed. The garden 
hosts a wide variety of classes run by local experts designed to get the 
information from a few to the many, building a resilient connected 
community and empowering us all to live more sustainable lives. 
To book, contact Central Ringwood Community Centre on 9870 2602

Event: Advanced Mushroom growing
When: Saturday, November 9, 10am–12:30pm
Where: Bedford Park Community Garden
Info: $50. Learn about the propagation of pure culture spore and 
clone, spore print and tissue culture, making grain spawn and much 
more. Take home a 500gm master spawn.

Event: Beekeeping
When: Saturday, November 16, 10am–1pm
Where: Bedford Park Community Garden
Info: $100. A three-hour hands-on introduction to Beekeeping 
workshop with Ben from Ben’s Bees.

Event: Talking Soil
When: Saturday, November 30, 12pm–2pm
Where: Central Ringwood Community Centre
Info: $20 per person. Learn the importance of soil health and bring 
along a sample of your own for testing.

Event: Christmas Beeswax Wrap
When: Sunday, December 7, 2pm–4pm
Where: Bedford Park Community Garden
Info: Cost $35. Make a gift set of reusable wraps with locally made 
beeswax.

Event: Baby Karaoke (0–18 months)
When: Weekly during school terms, Wednesdays, 2:30pm–3pm
Where: Warrandyte Library, Community Centre, Yarra Street
Info: Simple songs to sing along together with parents and carers.

Event: Preschool Storytime (3–5 years)
When: Weekly during school terms, Wednesdays, 11am–11:45am
Where: Warrandyte Library, Community Centre, Yarra Street
Info: Join us for stories, rhymes and craft activities, for lots of fun.

Event: Open Day — Warrandyte Community Garden
When: Sunday, November 10, 10am–2pm
Where: The Community Garden, Police Street, Warrandyte
Info: Come along and enjoy the beauty of fresh vegetables looking 
luscious. More details Page 15.

Event: Open Mic
When: Thursday, November 14, 6:30pm–9pm
Where: Warrandyte RSL, 113 Brackenbury Street

Event: Come Write In: NaNoWriMo
When: Friday, November 15, 2–5pm
Where: Warrandyte Library, Community Centre, Yarra Street
Info: NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month) is an 
international writing festival where writers are encouraged to reach an 
impressive 50,000 word goal. The Write-In is an opportunity for writers 
to focus and inspire each other. Tea and coffee provided. Registration 
not required.

Event: Film Society – A Man called Ove
When: Friday, November 15, 7pm for 7:30pm start
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Sign up for annual membership, only $50. Fee includes access 
to all screenings and nibbles prior to film, coffee and conversation 
afterwards. Wine is sold by the glass. DVD’s available to hire, free of 
charge to members. Friendly social group. Come along and meet new 
people. See contact details below to sign up.

Event: Lilydale Agricultural & Horticultural Show
When: Saturday, November 16 – Sunday, November 17 
Where: 27-29 Market Street, Lilydale
Info: www.lilydaleshow.org.au

Event: The Beatlez
When: Sunday, November 24, 4pm–8pm
Where: Warrandyte RSL, 113 Brackenbury Street
Info: Come along and enjoy a drink and music. Sausage sizzle at 
6pm, or bring along your own platter. Donation for band appreciated. 
warrandytersl@gmail.com

Event: Doncaster VIEW Club Lunch
When: Tuesday , November 19, 11am
Where: Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Road, Bulleen
Info: Phone Shirley 9879 2380 for more details. Doncaster View 
Club birthday celebration and musical entertainment.

Event: Adult Drawing 
When: Wednesday, November 20, for four weeks, 11:15am–1:15pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: A short course with Sabine Withers where you can express 
your individuality and creativity by exploring the use of pencil, pen and 
pastels. Cost $97. See contact details below to sign up.

Event: Women on the Go:  
 Celebrating the importance of women in business
When: Wednesday, November 20, 9:30am-11:30am
Where: Sage Hotel Ringwood, 211 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood
Info: www.bizhubmaroondah.com.au/wotg

Event: Decluttering your Digital Photos
When: Thursday, November 21, 2pm–3pm
Where: Warrandyte Library, Community Centre, Yarra Street
Info: Chantal Imbach from “Simply in Order” has extensive 
experience in helping people organize their photos. In this interactive 
session, she will help you get started on yours.

Event: Yarra Valley VIEW Club Lunch
When: Tuesday, November 26, 12pm
Where: Yering Meadows Golf Club 
Info: Val on 0419 007 728. Birthday celebrations!

Event: A Handcrafted Christmas
When: Saturday, November 30, 10:30am–1:30pm & 2pm–4pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Learn how to make bath bombs, roll wax candles, tree 
decorations and brandy butter, all materials provided. $55.00. Or do our 
morning and afternoon class for $85.00. Afternoon workshop $35.00,  
some materials required — vines essential — as this workshop focuses 
on wreath making, primarily from items from your garden. There will 
also be some materials available.
Visit Warrandyte Neighbourhood House or see contact information 
listed below.

Event: Social Sixes Cricket
When: Monday evenings
Where: Warrandyte Reserve
Info: Exciting women-only social cricket program. For more info 
contact Michelle Heffernan mheffernan1975@gmail.com. $10/session.

 

Eltham Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday
9am–1pm
Eltham Town Mall,  
Arthur Street, Eltham

Park Orchards Market
Saturday, November 16
9am–1pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

Wonga Park 
Farmers Market
Saturday, November 23
3pm–8pm
Dudley Road, Wonga Park

Warrandyte Food Swap
Warrandyte  
Community Garden
Saturday, December 7
9am–10am

Warrandyte 
Riverside Market
Saturday, December 7 & 21
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

Eltham Craft and
Produce Market
Sunday, November 17
8:30am–1pm
Alistair Knox Park,  
Eltham

Local markets

Warrandyte Diary What’s On guide would 
not be possible without the contribution 
from the  In Your Backyard Facebook 
Group.
For more events across the Yarra Valley
Search for @IYBinyourbackyard on 
Facebook

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au

Website: 
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au



All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

community chest

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

Community Chest is a space where not-for-profit groups in and around Warrandyte can promote their forthcoming 
events and their volunteer needs.
If you would like to share something with the community, email editor@warrandytediary.com.au with “Commuity Chest” 
in the subject line for our listing guidelines.

NOVEMBER 2019 Warrandyte Diary 21

ENJOY OUR LOCAL natural heritage 
and join together for action to stop 
climate and environmental damage.

ACF Community Menzies has been 
recently formed by local people to 
make a difference on stopping climate 
and environmental damage through 
collective local action.

If you share concerns for our living 
planet, want to meet like-minded 
people in our local area and take 
meaningful action to get effective 
climate and nature policies, come 
and join us on Sunday, December 8, 

1pm–3pm.
Meeting at Warrandyte River 

Reserve at the bottom of Police Street 
at 1pm.

There will be a short walk along 
the river bank and an opportunity 
to hear from local historian and 
Diary columnist, Jim Poulter about 
Aboriginal Peoples’ ingenious fish 
farming methods in the area.

Then we’ll gather at the nearby 
picnic shelter and enjoy a chat over 
a cuppa and cake — tea, coffee and 
cake provided.

Please bring along folding picnic 
chairs or a picnic blanket. 
RSVP at www.acf.org.au/
warrandyte_nature_walk_081219
For more information contact: 
Bron Elmore 0431 689 819

ACF Community nature walk

 

Warrandyte
Saturday December 21
7:30pm
Stiggants Reserve, 
Warrandyte

Park Orchards
Sunday, December 1
6:30pm–9:30pm
Domeney Reserve
Park Orchards

Maroondah
Saturday, December 7
6pm–10:30pm
Town Park
Croydon

Carols By Candlelight
Friday, December 13
6pm–10pm
Ruffey Lake
Templestowe

Community Carols

Friday
22nd Nov

7pm

Warrandyte Diary are looking for a 
casual Layout Artist to assist with 
the production of the paper.
Must be conversant with Adobe 
Suite, including InDesign and 
Photoshop.
Friendly team in a beautiful central 
Warrandyte location.
C o n t a c t  S a n d i  o r  Ja m e s  a t 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au 
for more details or to apply.

JOIN THE DIARY TEAM

Looking for a person to home-
share rent with a youngish 
gentleman.

For further details contact: 
0404 885 657.

HOME-SHARE
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THERE’S A PHENOMENON called 
the October kneel.

W h e n  y o u  d r i v e  a r o u n d 
Warrandyte in October and see 
groups of people, kneeling down, 
looking at something. 

What are they looking at?
O ne of  the  many b eauti ful 

wildflowers of course. 
What a show!
If you’re not familiar with your 

Warrandyte wildflowers, lets start 
with the sweetest.

Have you seen piles and piles of 
purple flowers?

These are the chocolate lilies, a 
tuberous perennial herb.

Get your nose right down there, 
right in among the chocolate lilies 
and you’ll soon find out exactly 
where they get there name from.

Or maybe you’ve come across an 
upright individual with many pink 
or white flowers on one stem.

You might be looking at the grass 
trigger plant, a plant that moves with 
amazing speed.

Get a bit of dry grass, think like a 
bee and poke it right the way into 
the centre of the flower.

When you hit the ‘trigger’ an 
arm swings around to thwack a 
bundle of pollen on the back of your 
unsuspecting bee.

I could do it all day, but I know I 
shouldn’t.

And when it comes to yellows, well 
that could be a number of things.

If it has grey/green foliage and 
a big flat yellow top, its likely an 
everlasting, if it looks like a big 

daisy that closes to a drooping bud 
overnight then you’ve got murnongs, 
and if you’re looking at multiple 
yellow flowers on one stalk, it likely 
you’ve got bulbine lilies.

Many of these wildflowers in 
our environment have a feature in 
common — a starchy tuberous root 
much like a carrot.

In an environment characterized 
by blazing summers and the 
occasional wildfire it pays to have 
an underground bunker to retreat 
into when things get hot.

By storing the energy from sunlight 
as a starch underground, these 
wildflowers can shoot back even 
after the surface layer has been 
devastated.

Many of these starchy tuberous 
plants  were staple  foods for 
Victoria’s First Nations people, often 
attentively managed through just the 
right kind of fire at the right time, and 
careful harvesting rules to avoid long 
term damage.

Such patches of wildflowers really 
are a blessing, as once they are gone, 
it takes a lot of determination to get 
them back.

Weedy grasses and the dreaded 
oxalis can completely swamp our 
meadows in a monoculture of exotic 
species.

If you’ve got wildflowers at home, 
protect them as best you can.

Thankfully we are blessed in our 
areas with an army of volunteers 
who work tirelessly to protect such 
spaces.

A short walk through these reserves 
on a nice spring day immediately 
vindicates their hard work.

Once the wildflowers are out, a 
whole host of invertebrate organisms 
come out with them, such as this 
crab spider (Thomisidae) that I 
found hanging out in a murnong at 
the Pauline Toner Butterfly Reserve 
in Eltham.

Or maybe in this summer blast 
we’ve just had you saw the air filled 

with termites?
The possums and nightjars 

would surely have been 
drooling.

How lucky we are to still 
have such an abundance 
of insects in the era of the 
Anthropocene.

But we must take our cues 
from nature carefully.

Just as the murnong & the 
bulbine lily are prepared for 
the fire season with their 
underground stores, so too 
should you.

Our peaceful eucalyptus 
forests are capable of great 
violence, and complacency 
is potentially lethal.

Magpie Ecology specialize 
in vegetation management 
f o r  b u s h f i r e  t h r e a t 
reduction in the Eltham/
Warrandyte/Christmas 
Hills and Yarra Valley area. 

Wildflowers a delight for all the senses
By IAN HAWKINS

nature

Pauline Toner Butterfly Reserve, ElthamA flower spider hangs out for lunch on a murnong



Ringwood & Warrandyte Osteopathy 
have been long time supporters of 
the Warrandyte Football Club and 
our goal is to work alongside and 
complement the dedicated trainers 
who deal with match day injuries and 
then support the players to get match 
fit once again.

This year we would like to further 
strengthen our partnership with 

the club by providing the following 
treatment offer for any injured 
players.
Pay NO GAP* on your next Osteopathy 
consultation to get you injury free 
ASAP...
*No out of pocket expense if you 
have a claimable private health 
insurance plan with Osteopathy 
cover

THE OFFER INCLUDES
•  a comprehensive osteopathic examination by one of our experienced 

practitioners to assess and diagnose the underlying cause and risk factors 
of your injury

• hands-on osteopathic treatment and exercise rehabilitation plan
• a personalised management plan detailing any treatment or rehab exercises

(OFFER VALUED AT $95)
If you are recently injured or struggling with a recurring condition we recommend give 
us a call or BOOK ONLINE to have a consultation with one of our OSTEOPATHS.
•  Don’t have private health insurance (or already reached your limit)?   

No problem. We are happy to offer this special deal for $50.
Conditions of offer:
• Available for Warrandyte Football Club  players
• A limit of 1 booking per injury
• Available at either our Warrandyte or Ringwood clinic

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

       sciatica 

      sports injuries 

     frozen shoulder 

    back & neck pain

  headache & migraines

 jaw pain treatment (TMJ)

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465
www.osteopathymelbourne.org

Committed local osteopaths, Dr Richard 

Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established 

practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with a 

vision to provide patients the highest 

quality of Osteopathic care; treating 

“injuries” as well as maintaining the 

“health and wellness” of the body.

We spend longer with you to 
accurately assess, diagnose and treat 
your condition, resulting in fast and 
effective results.

See our website  

for current specials!

FIND US
HERE

Have you had your skin checked lately?

Doctor Fred Fotouhi is an Accredited Skin Cancer 
Physician and family GP also now consulting

at these rooms.

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

OPEN
Monday to Friday — 9am to 5:30/6pm

Saturday — 9am to 12pm
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OVER THE LAST three months this 
column focused on the income tax 
issues relating to using your home to 
produce assessable income.

This month the discussion will focus 
on the possible subsequent exposure 
you may have to Capital Gains Tax 
(CGT) when you sell your home if 
you have reported income earned 
from running a business out of home, 
renting out part of your home or 
operating an Airbnb from your home.

This discussion will be particularly 
relevant to Airbnb homeowners now 
that the ATO has advised that the 
platform is now required to share 
information with the ATO relating to 
your hosting activity from January 1, 
2019 onwards.

No Exposure to CGT
If you purchased your home before 

September 20, 1985, you will not 
be subject to CGT regardless of 
whether you used your home to earn 
assessable income.

If your home was purchased post 
September 20, 1985 and it has been 
your main residence you will only 
have exposure to CGT for the periods 
you generated assessable income 
from your home.

If you have a home office and 
choose to undertake work at home 
for convenience you will not have 
exposure to CGT as a consequence 
of the link to not being entitled to 
deduct interest on your mortgage.

Time Period Exposure to CGT
I f  you operate a  business 

from home, please review the 
September article, or if you rent 
out part of your home, please 
review the October article, as you 
will have an exposure to CGT. 

Your exposure time period 
includes both the time periods 
you operated a business from 
home or generated rental income 
and also includes the time periods 
when your facility was advertised 
as available for rent or registered as 
available on the Airbnb platform.

Home Area Exposure to CGT
CGT exposure only applies to 

the proportion of the area in your 
home that is rented or available for 
access by your boarder or Airbnb 
client.

The private portion would be 
CGT free under the main residence 
exemption.

Pre August 20, 1996 ownership
This date is relevant for calculating 

the amount of the CGT exposure 
depending upon when you first 
began using your home to produce 
assessable income.  

If you first used your home to 
produce assessable income prior 
to August 20, 1996 you will need to 
calculate the portion of the ownership 
period the whole of your home was 
used for private purposes and the 
portion of the ownership period you 
rented out part of your house.

Example 1
Home purchased July 1,  1990 
and used 100 per cent for private 
purposes.

Portion of the house first rented on 
July 1, 1994 with 30 per cent of total 
floor space apportioned to tenant.
House sold July 1, 2019 for $600,000 
with a cost base of $200,000 and a CG 
of $400,000.
Total days house was owned: 10,593 
days.
Total days the 30 per cent portion of 
the house was rented or available for 
rent: 9,131 days.

Calculation
400,000 x 9,131/10,593 x 30 = $103,438 
gross CG reduced by 50 per cent 
discount to $51,719 net CG as 
ownership exceeds 12 months.
If the home is in joint names the net 
CG of $51,719 is shared reducing the 
net CG to $25,859 each.

Tax Planning Tip
Make a personal deductible super 

contribution up to the cap of $25,000 

(inclusive of employer super 
guarantee contribution) to offset 
against the net CG.
Post 20 August 1996 ownership

If you first used your home 
to produce assessable income 
after August 20, 1996 then the 
calculation of the CG process 
differs as follows: 

You are deemed for tax purposes 
to have acquired your property 
at the date it was first used to 
produce assessable income, 
instead of using your original cost 
base which would normally result 
in a larger CG. 

You will therefore need to obtain 
a market valuation at that date, 
preferably from a registered valuer.

Example 2
Assume the same facts as in Example 
1 except:
The same portion of the home is 
rented for the first time on July 1, 
2007.
The market valuation of the home at 
July 1, 2007 is $400,000 resulting in a 
CG of $200,000.
Total days the portion of the home 
was rented or available for rent : 
4,383 days.

Calculation
200,000 x 4,383/10,593 x 30 = $24,826 
gross CG reduced by 50 per cent to 
$12,413 net CG which could be offset 
by making a concessional super 
contribution. 

Comment
Calculating the capital gain on the 

sale of any property that has been 
used to generate assessable income 

can be quite complex so you should 
consider seeking professional advice 
both before placing your property on 
the market and before attempting to 
prepare your own tax return.

The content of this article is 
not intended to be used as 
professional advice and should 
not be used as such.
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA, 
Registered Tax Agent, is Director 
of Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd. PO 
Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.
0412 011 946,
 bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.
au www.ptasaccountants.com.au

Capital Gains Tax implications of generating 
assessible income from your home

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance
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By NIETA MANSER

education

By INDIA ROBINSON, Year 10
RECENTLY a fantastic group of 
students and two teachers from 
Warrandyte High School went on an 
amazing trip to Italy. 

We first landed in Italy’s capital city 
of Rome.

We spent four days in this astounding 
city, visiting historic ruins of the 
Eternal City including the Colosseum, 
the Sistine chapel a guided tour of the 
Vatican and St. Peter’s Basilica. 

Utterly wonderful was our beautiful 
farm stay in Orvieto which is a city 
perched on top of a rock cliff in Umbria!

Whilst in Siena we discovered the 

Piazza Del Campo which is a courtyard 
used for horse racing. 

We spent the three days in Florence 
which was a favourite amongst most 
of the students.

W e  v i s i t e d  t h e  G a l l e r i a  
dell’Accademia where we saw the 
timeless statue of David, carved by 
Michelangelo. 

Whilst in Tuscany, the Leaning Tower 
of Pisa featured and yes, just like many 
other tourists, we took the obligatory 
photos of ourselves leaning, holding 
and admiring the tower.

A lucky few even climbed the tower! 
Moving onto Sarzana, a charming 

city a mere train ride away from the 

stunning Cinque Terre.
T h e  o c e a n  w a s  t h e  p e r f e c t 

temperature and we went for a swim 
at one of the five enchanting villages 

Lake Garda!
We enjoyed an hour-long speedboat 

ride over the lake followed by a 
delicious lunch in the local town 
before heading to the quaint charm 
of Romeo and Juliet’s home town of 
Verona. 

Our group thoroughly enjoyed our 
stay in Venice.

We had fun on gondolas, leaving 
locks on bridges, dancing to beautiful 
music, visiting St. Mark’s Square and 
navigating through the colourful and 
wonderful streets.

Milan was our final destination.
We received a guided tour of the 

Milan Cathedral which contained 
spectacular stained-glass windows.

It must be added that we all had so 
much fun playing games on the lawns 
adjacent to the beautiful Lake Como. 

Overall, this trip offered to us 
by Warrandyte High School was 
something of a fairy-tale.

Ask any of the students who were 
lucky enough to share this experience 
and it is guaranteed they will say yes 
to a second visit.

This opportunity is offered to Year 
8–11 students at Warrandyte High 
School every second year.

A China trip occurs every non Italy 
trip year! 

We all loved Italy and will never 
forget the fun we had and the friends 
we made.

Thank you Warrandyte High School. 

Warrandyte High in Italy

By Year 12 Students: SKYE 
GEDE, ALICIA ALVAREZ, LUCY 
BICE, ALEXIS BUCCIACCHIO, IS-
ABELLA WEICHARD AND EVAN-
GELINE KOHLER
SPEAKING collectively on behalf of 
all the Warrandyte High School Year 
12 students who attended the YMCA 
Youth Parliament program of 2019 
(or known to us fondly as “parli”), 
I believe I can safely say what an 
absolute privilege it was to attend this 
year and how we, as young people, 
were emotionally transformed by the 
intense and diverse experience. 

The program itself is an apolitical 
program designed to give young 
Victorians between the ages of 16 
and 25 the chance to be heard at the 
highest level of State Government, on a 
wide range of issues relevant to young 
people’s lives.

And that is precisely what it did for 
us. 

Our Bill stipulated the “compulsory 
installation of water tanks on new 
residential sites”, which, if passed, 
would be considered and actually 
implemented as legislation by the 
Victorian Government. 

This incredible opportunity allowed 
not only our opinions to be voiced, but 
also for the chance to speak freely on 
issues we cared about in the Legislative 

Assembly in adjournment debates, 
which allowed us two minutes to speak 
on any issue we chose, with the option 
to address a specific minister. 

We also had the privilege of sitting in 
the same seats as the actual Victorian 
members, including the seat of our 
very own MP for Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith.

The trip consisted of two parts, 
both managed so effectively by “the 
taskforce” (the team of talented and 
dedicated volunteers that run the 
program). 

First, we had a training weekend 
which consisted of three loaded days 
learning about the etiquette and 
formalities required when residing 
within Parliament, as well as rehearsing 
dialogue and mock Bills in anticipation 
for the “real-thing”. 

It also became a chance to get to 
know a large handful of other young 
people attending, in order to make 
early connections and enhance the 
family aspect of Youth Parliament.

Then came the actual Parliament 
week, running for five days. 

For three of these days, 120 students 
and taskforce members were granted 
access into the Parliament of Victoria 
and its chambers. 

When we were not in parliament, 
all of our days were jam-packed with 

activities and group bonding sessions.
There are several moments in which 

we were able to speak.
First ly,  when refuting a  Bil l 

from another Victorian school, 
secondly when sponsoring our own 
Bill and thirdly for the purpose 
of adjournments and also when 
the floor “opened” in support of 
other schools which comprised the 
opposition side of the chamber. 

We also were able to “interject” 
in response to another member’s 
speech by saying phrases like: “here 
here”, “well said”, “show us the facts” 
and “assumption”.  

We also had to abide by the rules and 
customs of the legislative assembly, 
this included having to start every 
speech with: “Speaker, Honourable 
Member (your surname)”, bowing 
at multiple points in the room and 
crossing the floor in divisions. 

By the end of the week, saying 
good-bye to all our newly acquainted 
friends, roommates, and taskforce 
volunteers became a highly emotional 
and tear-filled experience. 

To spend such an incredible time 
with highly driven and down-to-
earth people, allowed each one of 
us to gain so much experience and 
understanding for what we were going 
through, as well as make connections 

and friendships to last the test of time.
My team and I are already planning 

our next YMCA camp, for we remain 
speechless about the unquantifiable 
lessons we were taught, the people we 
met and the level of fun we had.

I, for one, am eternally grateful to 

have had such an amazing experience 
and would love to thank Warrandyte 
High School, as well as our beloved 
teacher in charge, Ms Gazeas, for 
introducing us to such a life-changing 
program, one we all hope to do again 
someday.

Local students make waves in Spring Street

From left: Alicia Alvarez, Skye Gedye, Lucy Bice, Isabella Weichard 
and Evangeline Kohler

WE LIVE IN a high tech world with 
the latest innovations at our fingertips.

Coupled with access to information 
and entertainment at the push of a 
button, one would think the lives of 
children would be smooth sailing in 
comparison to a child growing up in 
the Twentieth Century.

Yet research now confirms what 
teachers have long felt was the case.

Children and teenagers today are 
really struggling to cope with everyday 
pressures.

A lack of resilience is becoming an 
increasingly complex issue.

So much so, that many schools now 
explicitly teach children how to adapt 
to change and pressure through growth 
mindset programs and activities.

Resilience refers to one’s ability to 
cope in situations that are often out of 
a person’s control.

Losing a game, being excluded in a 
social setting or not being invited to a 
party would all be examples of hurtful 
things that cause children to react 
emotionally to varying degrees.

It is our survivability and “bounce-
back-ability” to these ever yday 
life experiences that assist us to 
acknowledge the disappointment and 
move on from it quickly. 

In 2017, Beyond Blue handed down 
the Children’s Resilience Research 
Project that supported the need to 
explicitly teach children skills for 
coping with disappointment.

This report found that the complex 
nature of our modern world seems to 
equip children with fewer strategies to 
deal with adversity.

While doing away with adversity 
seems like the obvious solution, this 
is not a realistic solution.

It is not always possible to foresee or 
prevent things from happening that we 
have no control over.

The good news is that while adversity 
can actually help to build resilience, 
the report found that resilience could 
be taught without a child having to face 

challenging situations. 
Research by the Australian Council 

for Educational Research looked at 
over 700 schools to find the source of 
the problem.

Written in conjunction with Professor 
Michael Bernard, an educational 
p s y c h o l o g i s t  f ro m  Me l b o u r n e 
University, they found there was an 
increasing number of young people 
with a lack of resilience.

Professor Bernard believes that 
helicopter parenting contributes to this 
growing trend.
“We see students who are unable to 
stand up to pressure. 
“Be it a NAPLAN test or simply 
schools expecting lots more of them. 
“Over-involved, very concerned 

parents are trying to do everything 
for their children, taking on too much 
responsibility on their behalf, and as 
a result kids lack confidence,” says 
Professor Bernard.

W hate ver  the  reas on for  the 
increasing trend, it has become 
increasingly important for parents, 
schools and carers to work together 
and consider the importance of 
children learning how to work through 
disappointments.

Resilience is a vital ingredient in a 
child’s education.

As we strengthen children’s ability 
to meet life’s challenges and pressures 
with confidence and perseverance, we 
equip them with essential skills for a 
happy adult life. 

Teaching growth mindset to build resilience



NOVEMBER 2019 Warrandyte Diary 25

By AMANDA CALLAWAY
F O U N D AT I O N  s t u d e n t s  f r o m 
Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
enjoyed a visit to Eltham’s Edendale 
Community and Environment Farm 
in October.

Edendale provides environmental 
education and awareness about 
sustainable lifestyles and is an 
interactive way for students to learn.

The excursion tied in with the 
Foundation Inquiry unit, Looking 
After Our World.

This unit focuses on how people can 
help look after the environment, how 
people harm the environment and 
what the children can do to make a 
difference.

The students took part in a variety of 
environmental themed activities.

They learnt how to sort rubbish and 

reduce the amount of waste that goes 
to landfill.

Through a fun relay race, the children 
demonstrated their understanding of 
recycling and which bins to use.

“An absolute favourite was using 
flowers and leaves from the Edendale 
gardens, to make a design for a calico 
bag,” says Anna Verga, Foundation 
Coordinator.

The students used mallets to extract 
the colour from the foliage to create a 
colourful, decorative pattern.

A highlight of the day was the farm 
tour. 

The students also had the opportunity 
to pat a blue tongue lizard and feed the 
hens, goats and sheep.

We also learnt how important worms 
are for composting and helping to 
break down our food scraps.

The students were fascinated to 
discover that such a tiny creature has 
five hearts. 

To follow on from our excursion, 
students will continue to explore ways 
that they can help make a difference at 
school and at home.

Foundation students will soon visit 
the Banyule Rethink Centre to learn 
more about waste and what happens 
to all the items that are collected from 
recycle bins.

They will experience the machines in 
action and watch the materials being 
sorted and packed, ready to load onto 
the trucks.

“The students are highly engaged 
with this topic and it has inspired 
some children to get more involved 
with sustainability projects around our 
school,” says Mrs Verga.

Farm fun for Foundation

Photos: SANDI MILLER
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GOOD FRIEND of the Diary, 
BRUCE DAVIDSON made a 
flying visit to the top end for 
a facinating look at the life 
of the Flying Doctors.

Through the thoughtfulness of a 
good friend and some very good luck, 
I was recently afforded a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to go Outback 
under the auspices of the Royal Flying 
Doctor Service (RFDS). 

Friend of  a  fr iend and RFDS 
aficionado, Murray Rogers AM, puts 
together a biennial expedition to the 
Outback. 

He organises a trip for six people 
to visit a few RFDS bases, learn more 
about the organisation, discover the 
magic of the Outback — and do some 
fundraising. 

We took off from Essendon Airport 
at 7:30am, in the very capable hands 
of our pilot, Peter Tippett — ex RAAF 
Mirages and RFDS pilot. 

Landing at William Creek in South 
Australia some two hours later, it was 
a short walk from the airstrip to the 
historic outback pub — and that was 
pretty much the extent of the town.

After lunch and refuelling we were 
soon back in the air. 

We flew over a well filled Lake Eyre 
and on to Uluru and Kata Tjuta.

Peter made sure we were all able to 
get great views of everything before we 
landed at Ayers Rock Airport. 

We checked into the Lost Camel 
Hotel and then headed out to the Rock, 
for dinner under the stars. 

The following day we were in the air at 
8:30am and it was my turn to sit in the 
co-pilot’s seat with strict instructions 
— “Don’t touch anything!”

Headphones meant I could hear 
contact with air traffic control and 
other aircraft — very interesting. 

The only thing worth seeing in this 
part of our wide brown country is Pine 
Gap, run by the Americans. 

However, you are not allowed to fly 
over it!

We landed in Alice Springs and 
headed for the RFDS Base for a short 
briefing and a quick lunch.

The RFDS have five planes working 
out of Alice covering the entire NT and 
well into the north of SA. 

Another short flight later and we 
landed on a dirt strip at Brunette 
D o w n s  St a t i o n  o n  t h e  B a rk l y 
Tablelands. 

It’s a three-million-acre property 
owned by the publicly listed Australian 
Agricultural Company. 

We were greeted by the Operations 
Managers, Rick and Bernard.

They told us the property can carry 
100,000 head of cattle in good times. 

In a normal year 20 per cent of the 
station is underwater after the wet 
season, ensuring great pasture for 
the stock. 

However, they are now in serious 
drought and cattle have been moved 
to other properties or sold off leaving 
only 20,000 head.

Travelling further north, we headed 
for Jabiru airport, flying over Kakadu, 
then onto Seven Spirit Bay, a remote 
and luxurious resort on the Timor Sea. 

Naturally, it was fish for dinner 
served in the garden down by the 
water, as we watched a beautiful 
sunset. 

A good night’s sleep was ensured as 
the waves lapped the shore.

Day four was another idyllic day and 
another early start as we were off for a 
fishing expedition. 

We trolled at about six knots until we 
got a strike. 

I managed to hook a 3.5kg queenfish.

After lunch, we headed back to 
Trebang Creek to try our luck for a 
barramundi, but they weren’t biting.

We then enjoyed the degustation 
menu including queenfish with 
wasabi, kangaroo fillet, beef sirloin, 
crumbed pork — along with a delicious 
dessert —spectacular!

The next leg from Jabiru to Longreach 
was the longest, being 1500kms and 
taking four hours.  

We glimpsed the shoreline as we 
passed near the Gulf of Carpentaria.

O n  a r r i v a l  a t  L o n g re a c h  w e 
proceeded straight to the Stockman’s 
Hall of Fame, later taking a bus trip to 
Cumberland Park. 

This historic homestead is about 
15kms from Longreach and sits on 
18,500 acres. 

We joined a party of tourists around 
an open fire and with a drink in hand, 
viewed another magnificent sunset.

The following day we headed for 
the Qantas Founders Museum where 
we had an excellent tour and briefing 
by Tom, an expert in the history of 
Australian aviation. 

The original 1922 hangar is still there 
and houses many exhibits.

In the early days Qantas built their 
planes in that hangar.

Many photos, documents and videos 
to see and two hours was not long 
enough.

I will have to return.
Longreach to Birdsville took around 

two hours and we only stopped for fuel 
and a quick lunch.

Then back onboard for another two 
hour flight to Broken Hill. 

We checked into the beautiful old art 
deco Royal Exchange Hotel and then 
off to see the Silverton Hotel, about 
20kms North/West. 

This is a famous old outback pub and 
we were greeted by two donkeys on 
the verandah! 

The town pre-dates Broken Hill 

and once had a tramway running 
through it. 

It is littered with old vehicles, mostly 
Volkswagens, as this is where Mad Max 
2: The Road Warrior was filmed. 

Next day we visited the Howard Steer 
Gallery. 

His style is  quirky Australian 
Outback. 

Howard is a great supporter of the 
RFDS and many of his paintings 
feature a flying doctor as a man in a 
black suite, black bag and white wings 
flying across the Outback. 

We then headed to the Pro Hart 
Gallery.

It was a great opportunity to see 
examples of work over his lifetime. 

He started his working life as a miner 
and ended up a world-famous artist.

 We headed back to the RFDS Base 
which includes a museum, auditorium 
and a large shop. 

In total the RFDS run 70 planes and 
maintain 2,500 medical chests across 
Australia. 

Broken Hill has three planes, two 
of which are set up for medical 
emergencies.

In the operations room the activities 
of the day were explained. 

RFDS does 850 emergency flights out 
of Broken Hill each year — that’s more 
than two a day. 

Around 2pm it was back on the plane 
for the last leg of our journey back to 
Essendon.

It was nice to see the beautiful green 
landscape of Victoria after the red dust 
of the Outback. 

So ended a fantastic week of Outback 
travel, fantastic food, new experiences, 
interesting people — pilots, nurses, 
stockmen, rangers,  artists  and 
publicans — as well as the company 
of a terrific bunch of blokes. 

I will never forget it. 
“It doesn’t get any better than this!”

Up, up and away
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I’m thinking of going to Europe next 
year.  
Who, what, how where?

Whether it be a trip of a lifetime or 
your second or third time around, the 
mystical charm of Europe never fails to 
disappoint.   

We are spoilt for choice when it comes to travel 
options enabling us to style a holiday which best 
suits our individual needs.   

Many travellers have seen the well-known sights 
and are now looking for experiences rather than 
just sightseeing.

Whilst the tried and true coach tour is still 
a favourite, small group tours are becoming 
increasingly appealing for the second or third 
timers who don’t necessarily want to “do it on their 
own” or are time poor.  

These tours allow you to “get down and dirty” 
with the locals, stay in charming accommodation, 
travel along local roads and enjoy amazing culinary 
experiences in intimate restaurants.   

If physical activity is a key requirement, consider 
a cycling or walking holiday.

For those who prefer Europe to come to them, 
consider all-inclusive luxury river cruising.  

A river cruise offers unrivalled convenience — 
unpack once in your deluxe stateroom, relax and 
enjoy everything the journey has to offer.   

If you like to travel independently you may choose 
to lease a brand new Citroen and drive yourself.  

Alternatively, the rail system is more efficient 
than ever and rail passes continue to offer excellent 
value.  

Planning ahead is the key to independent travel.  
This will save time and headaches along the way 

if you have pre-booked accommodation.  
When should I book?  

NOW!  
Earlybird offers are now on sale so there is no 

better time to book your European Holiday.  
Airlines and Tour Operators are offering excellent 

early bird fares if you book now.  
Some are valid for sale until the end of November 

— others will extend into the new year.
In my experience the best deals for Europe are to 

be had in the form of Earlybirds.
Travel Tip

Don’t try and do or see too much!  Include in 
your itinerary the opportunity to totally immerse 
yourself in a place instead of just ticking landmarks 
off a bucket list.   

A well balanced itinerary leaves time for 
spontaneity and unexpected opportunities which 
may arise along the way.

Carolyn Allen is our local travel agent 
— Warrandyte Travel and Cruise
Email her at:
 carolyn@warrandtyetravel.com.au

Ask 
Carolyn

European vacation

A PLAN TO write about the emergence 
of spring in Warrandyte dissolved in 
mid-September.

An email  arrived from Sarah, 
publican at Noccundra Hotel in 
remote outback Queensland; “The 
bees are back” was all it said.

These bees I had been seeking since 
2009.

A  ma s s i v e  re o r ga n i s at i o n  o f 
plans cleared enough time to drive 
to Noccundra, spend three days 
observing “the bees” then drive home 
in early October. 

That was the plan.
The need to change a flat tyre along 

the hot, dusty track at the Warri Warri 
Gate on NSW/Queensland border 
meant shadows were long when we 
reached the camping area along the 
Wilson River.

The unmistakeable buzz of a colony 
of native bees arose where the ground 
was compacted by camper’s vehicles 
and littered with charcoal from old 
campfires. 

These bees are closely related to the 
much larger Dawson’s burrowing bees 
in Western Australia and the so-called 
teddy-bear bees that can be found in 
Victoria.

Our well-loved blue-banded bees are 
also in the same genus. 

All of these bees are solitary nesters, 
each female digging a hole or re-
modelling an existing one and building 
individual brood cells.

She makes provisions with bee bread 
(nectar and pollen), lays one egg and 
seals each cell.

The next generation only emerges 
in the following season, long after the 
parents have died. 

The Noccundra bees also build small 
turrets at the entrance of each hole. 

After a quick “recce”, the extent 
of active turrets and holes was 
determined and we set up camp 
nearby. 

As the light faded, the bees quieted 
down for the night, and so did we.

At sunrise the murky Wilson River 
glowed red while the trees appeared 
ablaze. 

A particularly loud buzz echoed up 
from hundreds of tiny burrows, as if the 
bees were revving up in preparation for 
the day ahead. 

A few early-bees, possibly males, 
were patrolling the colony while some 
industrious females vigorously dug 
new burrows. 

At mid-morning mating pairs were 
evident amongst a chaos of activity.

A few specimens were collected to be 
sent to Remko Leijs, a scientist at The 
Museum of South Australia working 
on this group of bees. 

The next three days passed quickly. 
The only blooms to offer nectar and 

pollen were scattered on widespread 
emu bushes plus many tiny flowers 
on a patch of sandalwood trees 
surrounding our camp. 

Never did I actually see bees feeding.
However car trouble meant our 

return to a Warrandyte spring was 
significantly delayed. 

Never-the-less, it was mission 
accomplished. 

These bees, previously observed 
emerging by  the  publ icans  at 
Noccundra Hotel in 2016, have now 
been officially identified. 

“This species” Remko said, “is 
Amegilla Asaropoda calva”.

The DNA from these bees will 
confirm whether they are the same 
species as once previously thought to 
be only in Western Australia.

With the help of publican Sarah 
keeping me informed, we will be able 
to document each future year they 
emerge. 

It is satisfying to know that we could 
fill some of the gaps in knowledge 
about Australia’s native bees. 

I am still on the lookout for our blue-
banded bees nesting in Victoria. 

Please keep a watch out this spring 
and let me know of any native bees 
you may see nesting in ground burrows 
locally.  

An irresistible buzz

Words & Photos by LINDA ROGAN

nature

At sunrise the murky Wilson River glows red 
while the trees appear ablaze

Female native bee starts to build a turret for her burrow

Mating pair of native bees

Diary goes global

Pilot Peter Tippet of the Royal Flying Doctors Service, has a 
read of the Diary at Garig Gunak Barlu National Park at Seven 
Spirit Bay, NT, while his Pilatus PC-12 plane is refuelled.

Captain of Wonga Park CFA, Chairman of the Warrandyte Community 
bank and local solicitor, Aaron Farr and his new wife Emma are currently 
honeymooning in the Maldives.
The couple were married in early October at their home in Wonga Park. 
You may have heard the fireworks...
They took the time to catch up with all the local news as they soaked up 
the sun on Sangeli Island.
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By SANDI MILLER
C R I C K E T  A N D  F O O T B A L L  i n 
Research has a shiny new home, with 
the opening of the $3 million Research 
Park Pavilion.

Eltham MP Vicki Ward opened the 
pavilion on behalf of Local Government 
Minister Adem Somyurek. 

S h e  s a i d  s h e  u n d e r s t o o d 
the importance of having such a 
community facility in Research.

“To be able to have every gathering 
that people want to have, at a venue 
in Research, is just fantastic,” she said.

The redevelopment project took 
almost 10 years from conception, 
and replaces the ground’s aging 
infrastructure, and followed a huge 
turnout to a pivotal council meeting 
in 2017, which was attended by almost 
300 club members in a show of support.

On the strength of the community 
engagement in the project the Council 
adopted the two-story option, rather 
than just a single-story pavilion.

The expanded clubrooms allow for a 
social space both for the resident clubs, 
but also for the whole community.

The then Mayor,  Peter Clarke 
told the Diary that Council had to 
decide between a $1.2m single-storey 
pavilion, or an $1.7m double-storey.

“What it achieved was the financial 
viability of the clubs, because the clubs 
earn money out of that space as well as 
lease it out.”

He said the facility fills a need in 
Research for a community hub, and 
Council is encouraging community 
groups to use the space during the 
week. 

“You do these things once and you 
do them really well — there is no good 
doing two-thirds of the task.

“This will last for 30–40 years 

—  i t ’s  a  g o o d  i n v e s t m e n t  i n 
t h e  f u t u r e ,”  C r  C l a r k e  s a i d . 
The two-storey redevelopment at the 
park, which is home to the Research 
Junior Football Club (RJFC) and 
Research Eltham Collegians Cricket 
Club (RECCC), has allowed for greater 
participation across the community. 

Current Deputy Mayor Bruce 
Ranken, who is also the social 
infrastructure portfolio councillor, said 
the new pavilion was long overdue.

“The previous sports pavilion on this 
site was ageing and no longer fit for 
purpose,” Cr Ranken said.

“Council listened to what the 
community had to say and now we 
have this modern all-inclusive facility.

“This project shows what can be 
done with people power.”

Nillumbik Mayor Karen Egan said the 
upgrade included the addition of two 
much-needed female change rooms 
and facilities for female umpires.

“This wonderful new facility is a 
win for our whole community and, 
importantly, caters for the growing 
number of females in sport,” she said.

“Both the football and cricket clubs 
have had increasing numbers of 
female members over the past few 
years.

“ B u t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  f e m a l e 
participation in sport locally has 
been restricted by the lack of facilities 
and I’m pleased we are smashing 
these barriers here in Research,” Cr 
Egan said.

Paul Northey from Research Junior 
Football Club said that the new 
facilities would be fantastic for their 
15 junior football teams — including 
four girls’ teams — and “would be an 
asset for the whole community for 
generations”.

Chris Cunningham from the Research 
and Eltham Collegians Cricket Club 
who play out of the facility said that the 
stadium would allow access for their 
10 junior teams, including two girls’ 
sides, six mixed seniors’ sides, and a 
veterans’ team, an over sixties team 
and an all-abilities side.

Nillumbik Council contributed 
$1.69 million to the project as well as 

$265,000 for the upcoming car park 
works. 

The State Government provided a 
total of $950,000, with $650 through 
the Growing Suburbs Fund, a $100,000 
grant from Sport and Recreation 
Victoria and $200,000 in funding 
through a State Government election 
commitment in 2014.

“We went into every bucket,” Ms 

Ward quipped.
The football and cricket clubs raised 

$130,000 for the pavilion.
The pavilion features an upstairs 

community hall with kitchen, bar 
and meeting rooms overlooking the 
grounds. 

Downstairs are four player change 
rooms, umpire change rooms and an 
accessible toilet and lift.

New Research Pavillion kicks goals

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE Football Club 
(WFC) is set to expand and will 
work with the Warrandyte Netball 
Club (WNC) in 2020 to enter two 
high-level senior netball sides 
into the Eastern Football Netball 
League’s competition.

The league currently runs nine 
sections from Premier to Section 8 
with the WFC looking to field their 
teams in the top three sections.

In an exciting development for 
Warrandyte’s Netballers, the move 
is expected to further strengthen 
ties between the two clubs with 
the move providing an expanded 
pathway. 

Applicable for players 15 years 
of age and over, the season 
commences in April 2020 and will 
run until September with trials set 
to begin in February.

Games will take place on a 
Friday Night at one of the leagues’ 
indoor courts, with the exact 
venue yet to be decided.

The WNC are currently seeking 
coaches for the incoming teams 
and have already begun long-term 
planning with interest in a potential 
sponsorship program. 

Expressions of interest, playing 
or otherwise, are currently being 
taken through the club website at 
www.warrandytenetball.org.  

In conjunction with the build-up 
to the start of football season, the 
club will announce their first teams 
in March of 2020.

Watch this space.

A new 
league 

for 
netball

By CHRIS SHARP

fitness

Should you quit drinking diet soft drink?

I HAVE TO be honest; I’ve tried quitting 
diet drinks many times, but I love the 
bubbles and taste too much. 

At least I’m cutting down on caffeine 
as I’ve substituted Coke No Sugar to a 
Sugar Free Lemonade.

It’s sweet, refreshing, and zero-
calorie, but many say this beverage is 
bad for your body. 

What’s the real story?
Is diet soft drink bad for you and 

should you stop drinking it?
Here’s a few questions that I can 

hopefully set you straight on.
Does diet drink lead to weight gain?

Over the last two decades, several 
large observational studies have 
suggested a link between diet soft drink 
consumption and being overweight 
or obese (other studies have shown 
benefits for weight control.) 

So, for me it’s still needs some more 
research.

Are people drinking these beverages 
to try to lose weight, or because the diet 
soft drinks are causing the weight gain? 

That’s what we don’t know. 
Granted, this type of research doesn’t 

show cause and effect. 
So, it’s not meant to be conclusive. 
But if there was a “smoking gun”, 

“high-intensity sweeteners” would be 
at the top of the suspect list. 

If you’re not familiar with the term 

“high-intensity sweeteners,” it’s the 
trendy way food scientists categorize 
zero- and very-low-calorie sugar 
substitutes. 

These substitutes include artificial 
sweeteners—like aspartame—and 
all-natural sweeteners, such as stevia.

While high-intensity sweeteners are 
used in thousands of food products, 
they’ve become notorious as a key 
ingredient in diet soft drink.

To  p rov e  t h a t  h i g h - i n t e n s i t y 
sweeteners, and thus diet soft drink, 
can cause weight gain, researchers need 
to find the mechanism through which 
it happens. 

And while there are theories, none 
have yet to emerge as fact. 

Here’s what the research looks like 
right now.

Theory 1: Diet drink makes you 
addicted to sugar

The idea: Sweet foods and beverages 
alter your taste preference, so you crave 
more sweet foods. 

That, in turn, could make it more 
difficult to turn down dessert or break-
room doughnuts. 

It’s well-established that consuming 
sugar-sweetened foods can increase 
your desire for sweets. 

You tend to crave whatever you eat 
habitually, and this seems to be true 
for both sugary and non-sugary foods.

But does consuming high-intensity 
sweeteners, specifically, make you 
want sweets? 

The research isn’t clear. 
If  anything, the conclusion of 

those studies was, among those 
who consumed the high-intensity 
sweetener, the desire to eat sweet foods 
was slightly lower. 

There’s some evidence that consuming 
a diet version of a sweet food can help 
satisfy your desire for sweets. 

Especially if you’re used to consuming 
a sugary soft drink and replace it with 
a diet drink.

Theory 2: Diet drink affects your 
hormones

The proposed mechanism here: High-
intensity sweeteners “trick” your body 
into thinking you’re eating sugar. 

This triggers your pancreas to release 
the hormone insulin, which signals 

your body to slow the breakdown of fat. 
As a result, it could be harder to lose 

weight.
A small insulin bump has been 

observed in studies on sucralose and 
saccharin, but one study of 15 young 
men failed to find the response for 
aspartame. 

Overall, human studies show these 
insulin spikes are so small they’re hard 
to detect and very short-lived. 

Which makes it unlikely they impact 
weight loss at all, given what we know 
now. 

So good news there…
Theory 3: Diet drink disrupts your 

microbiome. 
What is microbiome you ask? 
Microbiome is the collection of 

trillions of microbes living in and on 
the human body. 

It consists of about a thousand 
different bacterial species that reside 
in the mouth, gut, skin, etc.

As with other issues, it could be 
dependent on the type of sweetener 
used. 

Those that make their way to your 
colon, for instance—such as stevia, 
sucralose,  and to some extent, 
saccharin—might be more likely to 
present problems. 

Again, no firm facts as the studies 
haven’t been good enough. 

What about cancer and other serious 
health problems?

In the 1970s, saccharin was linked to 
bladder tumours in rats. 

For a while, the sweetener was even 
banned from foods and beverages in 
the U.S.

But the cancer link never emerged in 
humans, and as a paper from Current 
Oncology notes, you’d have to drink 
800 cans of diet soda per day to reach 
the dose used to induce cancer in rats.

The bottom line is every governmental 
body that has reviewed them — they’ve 
done it extensively in the United States, 
Australia, Europe, Japan, and Canada — 
concludes that when used in reasonable 
amounts, they’re not harmful.

Here’s a question for me and perhaps 
you. 

Why can’t we stop drinking diet soft 
drink?

The sweetness is no doubt part of diet 

soft drinks allure. 
But the other big factors? 
Carbonation, caffeine, and flavour 

enhancers. 
All combined, this is known as stimuli 

stacking. 
It’s how companies engineer foods 

and drinks to make them nearly 
irresistible.

The take-out of this article is to worry 
about what really matters first.

Based on the scientific evidence, 
there’s no compelling reason to stop 
drinking diet soft drink entirely. 

Besides helping with weight control, 
there are other ways diet soft drink can 
support your health and fitness goals. 

Maybe you’ve decided to drink less 
alcohol, and diet soft drink feels like a 
compromise you can live with in social 
situations. 

Or you want to have some caffeine in 
the morning or before your workouts, 
and you just don’t like unsweetened 
coffee or tea. 

So, before you worry about changing 
your diet soft drink habits, focus on the 
big things that make the most impact on 
your health, such as:

• eating mostly minimally processed 
 whole foods
• eating enough lean protein and 
 vegetables
• eating slowly, until satisfied, and 
 only when hungry
• getting adequate sleep
• managing stress
• moving regularly
• reducing excessive smoking/ 
 alcohol consumption

Remember there’s no “best” way to 
eat… or drink, it’s about finding a way 
of eating (and drinking) that works best 
for you as an individual. 

Good nutrition is the goal, and it’s 
possible to accomplish that in a way 
you like. 

Even if it includes drinking diet soft 
drink daily.

I feel much better now!

Chris Sharp owns and trains at 
rivvaPT 4-5/266 Yarra St, Warrandyte 
Ph. 0419 553 058

Source: precisionnutrition.com
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By BRIONY WYLDE
TEAMS ARE being selected, coaches 
are  being appointed,  training 
times have been allocated and the 
Warrandyte Basketball Association is 
almost all geared up and ready to go 
for another season.

With a hefty 380 registrations for 
our Redbacks program, an amazing 
50 teams were formed and entered 
into the 2019/2020 Eastern Districts 
Junior Basketball Association Summer 
season. 

Along with the team selection 
process comes the task of finding 
volunteer coaches for all of these 
teams.

Redbacks teams are lucky to have 
secured coaches from all sides of the 
game this season, some old school 
ballers wanting to help shape the 
younger generation, some of the 
club’s older aged players wanting to 
pass on what they have been taught 
throughout their junior years, some 

parents that are more than willing 
to learn this great game so they can 
teach it to their own kids and their 
teammates. 

No matter the background, WBA 
truly appreciates every volunteer 
coach and the time and effort they 
put into their team’s trainings and 
game day.

Warrandyte Redbacks teams are 
now settling into the summer season 
with trainings and grading games well 
under way.

The Venom Junior Representative 
program has also hit the ground 
running for another season with 
teams being announced this week 
and trainings commencing within the 
next week. 

The Victorian Junior Basketball 
League competition offers the 
junior Venom players exposure to 
a higher level of coaching, training 
and opportunity to further their 
development.

Still a few weeks out until the 
beginning of the 2019/2020 VJBL 
season, these teams will have some 
time to get to know each other and gel 
before the first phase of the grading 
process.

Next on the Venom agenda is the 
upcoming U21, Youth and Senior team 
tryouts which are set to take place at 
the beginning of November.

The WBA is always looking for 
volunteers to help with player 
development and other day to day 
duties so if you are an ex-Player of 
the club that may be interested in 
coaching or a parent interested in 
volunteering some of your spare time 
towards the daily function of the club, 
please feel free to drop us a line.
To stay up to date with the latest 
news and upcoming events 
from Warrandyte Basketball 
Association, Like our Facebook 
page: 
facebook.com/OneWarrandyte/

By SUSAN FOREMAN
TENNIS PLAYGROUND — South 
Warrandyte opened for play on Sunday 
October 20. 

This new purpose-built kids’ tennis 
facility was a huge hit with kids and 
parents alike. 

With a great turn-out club coach Craig 
Haslam could not have been happier. 

“Building this facility has been a real 
labour of love and it was so rewarding 
to see beginner tennis kids hitting with 
their parents while others just hit with 
other random kids they had never met,” 
he said. 

The concept behind this facility is for 
kids to be able to go out and play tennis 
straight away without trying to hit the 
balls miles just to get it over the net. 

“Kids are smarter than you think and 
they quickly adapt to control the ball 
and in no time at all they are serving 
and playing a match just like the pros 
they have seen on TV (or most likely 
YouTube these days),” Craig told the 
Diary. 

If you are looking for something to do 
with the kids these Christmas holidays 
(and April, June and September) you 
can get unlimited family access to the 
courts from just $80 per year. 

The club has installed a state-of-the-
art electronic gate that can be accessed 
with your mobile phone, so you can 
play at your leisure. 

As Craig is a parent himself he knows 
that families are always looking for 
something to do with the kids in the 
holidays and you can only do ten-pin 
bowling or mini golf so many times. 

For more information on the facility 
go to www.thetennisguru.com.au/
tennisplayground

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE Venom has announced 
that coaches Ross Charles and Cilla 
Bertoldi have re-signed for the 2020 
season after leading their sides deep 
into Big V finals.

Charles continues in the role after 
leading his men side to a table-topping 
19–5 record in 2019 and was duly 
rewarded for his work after being 
named the Division One Coach of the 
Year at the Big V awards night.

Bertoldi continued to develop a 
talented youth roster in 2019, finishing 
third with a record of 14 wins and six 
losses taking them to finals.

Bertoldi says the only way is up for 
the Venom in 2020.

“Myself and the coaching staff are 
excited to build upon our solid 2019 
performance,” she said.

“Our focus will continue to be on 
developing this great group of young 
ladies and to improve their individual 
and team skills while playing our 

aggressive brand of basketball.”
In other appointments, Warrandyte 

have turned to experienced youth 
coach Adrian Perry to take charge of 
the organisations Youth League Men’s 
side.

With over 13 years’ experience, Perry 
takes over from Jacob Thom after 
previously coaching a variety of teams 
in the VJBL.

Big V awards
Jacob Thom capped off a strong year 

on the court with a string of association 
awards at Basketball Victoria’s night 
of nights.

Often seen as a scorer, Thom’s strong 
defensive game was recognised after he 
was named the Division 1 Defensive 
Player of the Year, en route to a place 
in the prestigious All-Star Five team 
for the best five players in the Division.

As previously mentioned, Ross 
Charles won the Coach of the Year to 
round out Warrandyte’s Big V awards 
recipients.

Venom coaches re-sign for 2020

Photos: BASKETBALL VICTORIA

Cilla Bertoldi Ross Charles

WBA Spotlight On… volunteersPhoto: JAMES POYNER

WBA celebrate volunteers and life members in July 2018

Serving up a whole new tennis world
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By TROY DONIS
FIVE NEW faces debuted for the 1st 
XI in Round 1, with star recruit Andy 
Solomons headlining the group.

Andy played over 70 first class games 
as a pace bowling all-rounder in Sri 
Lanka and the club has been delighted 
to have him and his family come to 
Melbourne for the season.

Despite the new recruits, the 1sts had 
a disappointing loss in Round 1, failing 
to chase down Chirnside Park’s 215 

after being 0/108. 
Tom Peter-Budge and Captain Josh 

Barrett both made 49 before a collapse. 
Solomons and fellow new recruits 

Josh Barr and Hayden Currie all got 
two wickets.

Round 2 was a much better affair for 
the 1st XI. 

After making 162 on a slow Colman 
Park outfield (Tom Peter-Budge 41, 
Fraser Day 23 on debut) the boys 
managed to bowl Eastfield out twice 
in just 60 overs for scores of 58 and 59 

to secure an outright victory. 
Solomons took 5/21 in the first 

innings and Vice Captain Josh Exley 
took 5/21 in the second innings. 

The side sits 3rd on the ladder.
The 2nd XI has started with one win, 

against reigning premiers Warranwood 
by chasing down their total of 163 
(Fayle 33*, Donis 2/13). 

They followed this up with an 
e x t r e m e l y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  l o s s 
to Warrandyte, managing only 83 
(Murtaz 20) in reply to Warrandyte’s 

163 (Musavi 3/29, Donis 3/36)
A young 3rd XI side has started with 

two great wins, chasing down 271 in 
Round 1 and winning in Round 2 by 
16 runs. 

Young Kyan Brasher has started the 
season brilliantly with scores of 22 and 
40 and taking four wickets.

In the 4th XI,  Captain Lachie 
McMahon made his first ever century 
on the weekend after playing cricket 
for nearly 40 years.

He was accompanied by Rod Allsop 

who, at the ripe old age of 50, made 
his first ever 50 as well before play was 
washed out. 

On Friday, November 1 our Junior 
Blasters program commenced, and it’s 
free this year. 

If you sign up online the club will 
reimburse you when you come to your 
first session.

If your kids are aged between five 
and eight then contact James Fayle 
on: 0425 743 036 to find out more.

South Warrandyte Cricket Club launch into 2019/20 season

Bloods bowled over as Pascoe marks 500th game

Photos: TREWELLA SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY

By JOSH HUNTLY
IN 1977, STEVE J Pascoe was appointed 
Warrandyte Cricket Club’s first ever 
Senior Coach.

42 years later, Pascoe walked out 
onto Warrandyte Reserve to a guard of 
honour as the club marked his 500th 
game.

OAM, coach, life member, president, 
premiership winner, leader, club 
legend and mentor are just some of 
the descriptors used when talking 
about Warrandyte Cricket Club royalty 
“Stevie P”.

After the ceremony, Pascoe professed 
his thanks to all in attendance but 
reserved special and emotional thanks 
for a fellow Warrandyte legend; wife 
and 42-year former 1st XI scorer, Ann.

With the formalities complete and a 
few misty eyes in the crowd, the game 
commenced and many watched on in 
contemplation of the career of such a 
revered character in local cricketing 
folk-lore.

On what it means to play 500 games, 
Pascoe jokingly told the Diary “It 
means I’ve been playing cricket a long 
time.”

And his  s ecret  for  cr icketing 
longevity? “Don’t stop.”

He admitted that the guard of honour 
came as a welcome surprise.

“It struck me as just another day of 
cricket so it was a bit of a surprise,” 
he said.

On reflection of his career, Steve 
admits it’s been the games propensity 
for positive development and bringing 
people together that’s often struck him 
as a highlight.

 “It’s an important physical and social 
outlet and I’ve met a lot of good people 
with varying degrees of ability because 
there’s always a grade for everyone to 
get into and contribute.”

Pascoe is obviously aware of his. 
“Winning premierships is always the 

pinnacle I suppose, but I also got more 
involved in the administration early on.

“I’ve probably done more off the 
field than on the field in-regards to 
administration.

“I just like things running well.”
Close friend and fellow premiership 

team-mate John Chapman was on 
hand to summarise Pascoe’s extensive 
on and off-field CV.

Pascoe’s cricketing career begins 
before his move to Warrandyte, his first 
walk to the crease began with Norwood 
and the Under 16s in 1963.

A 156-game campaign in purple 
yielded 4050 runs and 502 wickets.

Coach Pascoe
His move to Warrandyte in 1977 was 

a turning point for the club.
With just three teams across the 

board, it fell to Steve to lead both 
Warrandyte’s top-flight side and the 
continued growth of the club.

He did just that, coaching the ‘Dyte to 

three 1st XI premierships and into the 
coveted Chandler Shield.

Flags in 1979/80, 1981/82 and 
another flag in 1983/84 marked a 
successful coaching tenure.

By the time he vacated the role, the 
club had grown to six Senior sides, six 
Junior sides, and a Womens’ side in 
the VWCA, which the club is striving 
to re-form.

On the field
Pascoe’s playing exploits were widely 

known and appreciated across the 
league; his competition batting award 
in 1979/80 was only beaten by the 
batting and bowling award double in 
the 1992/93 Chandler 2 season.

His club achievements include three-
time 1st XI champion, three-time 
Senior club champion and seven-time 
batting award winner across the 1st, 
2nd and 3rd XI, as well as five bowling 
awards.

A team player
His achievements on the pitch 

are rivalled only by his off-field 
contributions and passion for making 
the game a better one for all cricketers.

Over a combined period of 25 years 
he has served as Club President, 
Treasurer, Secretary and Chairman of 
Selectors.

If a role exists at the club it is likely 
Steve Pascoe has served in that capacity 
at one time or another.

He became a Club Legend in 1987 and 
a Life Member in 1990 for exceptional 
service both on and off the field, and 
exceptional service it has been.

F u r t h e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s 
contribution to the club is seen every 
year at the Warrandyte Cricket Club 
Champion Award Night, renamed the 
Steve Pascoe Medal count in 2003.

RDCA
Pascoe joined the RDCA committee 

in 1975 as Secretary.
He served for 11 years in the role 

before shifting into the Vice Presidency 
in 1988, again serving for 11 years 
until he was named President of the 
Association in 1999 – a position he held 
for six years.

When he finished up in 2005, RDCA 
Life Member Stuart Newey noted in 
the Annual of that year that Pascoe’s 
“strong conviction” was an important 
part in bringing about better playing 
conditions for all players.

“Steve has played a significant part 
in many reforms aimed at improving 
cricket playing conditions and the 
standard of cricket played in the RDCA.

“The position (President) requires a 
person of strong conviction to take the 
role… it is obvious that Steve is such 
a person.”

On the national  
and international stage

Pascoe was awarded an Order of 

Australia Medal in 2016, for exceptional 
service to the game of cricket.

His overseas endeavours have even 
seen him play cricket on all but two 
continents, in places such as Barcelona 
and Florence. 

This includes a Crusaders tour of 
England where he met the Queen.

56 years not out
Nowadays, Steve continues to umpire 

high-grade cricket, a role for which 
he was awarded 2015-2016 RDCA 
Umpire’s Association Umpire of the 
Year.

His involvement with the club 
remains strong, being heavily involved 
in the In2Cricket program for young 
cricketers and continuing to impart 
his extensive knowledge, along with 
Ann, who both recently held club 
masterclasses in umpiring and scoring.

And of course, he’s still playing Over 
60s cricket with his mates.

At Warrandyte, there is not a lot Steve 
Pascoe has not done over the course of 
his 500 games.

Universally loved and revered by 
all, his laid-back persona carries an 
unmistakable gravitas to everyone that 
knows him.

Steve Pascoe 
Warrandyte stats overview

Games: 500
Runs: 11,110
Batting Ave: 36.55
Overs: 3,752.4
Wickets: 479
Bowling Ave: 21.71
Catches: 137
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BY JOSH HUNTLY
DEBUTS, MULTIPLE centurions and 
runs galore headlined Round 1 of 
Warrandyte’s season as three out of 
the seven sides came away with wins.

The 1st XI battled to avoid an outright 
defeat in a tough match-up against 
Norwood but were saved by a big 
second innings from Ben Taylor with 
95 runs.

The 3rd, 4th and 5th XI were 
dominant in their fixtures with all 
teams passing or making close to 300 
runs on their way to comprehensive 
victories.

A late batting collapse robbed the 
2nd XI of a win while the 6th and 7th XI 
sides both played out last over thrillers 
but came away empty handed.

1st XI 
Warrandyte 141 and 9/156 

def by Norwood 4/218

Taylor 95, Madushanka 38, 
Lilianapathira 1/57

With four new faces in a revamped 1st 
XI line-up, the team approached the 
Wilkins Cup match against Norwood 
with a positive but circumspect 
mindset.

Captain Scott Handley won the toss 
and opted to bat, sending Ben Taylor 
and debutant Lachlan McAlary in as 
the opening pair to kick off a new era 
for the side.

A solid 29-run opening partnership 
was broken by the dismissal of Taylor 
(12) before a string of low scores saw 
the innings begin to fall apart.

The wicket of McAlary (18) made way 
for Lakshan Madushanka, who in his 
first batting innings for the club made 
top socre in the first innings of Round 
1 with 38.

Bailey Bowyer ’s 14 and Scott 
Handley’s 15 would be the only other 
notable scores in the innings on the 
way to being dismissed for 141.

With 22 overs to bowl in the day, 
Warrandyte turned to new paceman 
Nuwan Lilanapathira who joined the 
“first over, first wicket” club with his 
fifth ball cannoning into the stumps.

Luke Killey would be Warrandyte’s 

only other wicket-taker as Norwood 
posted 4/218 to consign Warrandyte 
to a first-innings defeat.

The outright was avoided thanks to 
95 from Ben Taylor.

Taylor brought up his 4000th run for 
the club in the process and moved into 
the top 20 Warrandyte run scorers.

2nd XI 
Warrandyte 192 

def by Norwood 209

 JP Aitken 55, P Grocott 26, 
Holland 4/43, Simpson 2/32

The 2nd XI will  rue a missed 
opportunity in their 17-run defeat to 
Norwood.

Sent in to bowl, they got their first 
wicket early through Stephen Lockie 
followed by two to young pace bowler 
Halley Simpson.

Skipper Campbell Holland then 
claimed his first to have the Bloods in 
a good position at 4/46.

Norwood put up a middle order 
resistance, until Campbell Holland 
struck for his second followed by 
Lachlan Haberfield for his first wicket 
in the 2nd XI.

Holland took two more for the 
innings to end up on 4/43 as the pick 
of the bowlers and leaving Warrandyte 
needing 210 for victory the following 
week.

A strong opening partnership from 
Alex Coutts and Josh Aitken propelled 
Warrandyte to 69 for no loss before 
Coutts was dismissed for 17.

Aitkin passed 50 before finding 
himself trapped lbw and 26 to Patrick 
Grocott moved the total to 147.

The innings took a nosedive with 
4/147 turning into 9/169 and despite 
a 22-run partnership between Halley 
Simpson and Stephen Lockie the side 
fell to a shock 17-run loss.

3rd XI 
Warrandyte 4/349 

def Warranwood 9/266

C Rakuscek 114, Spence 100*, A 
Closs 3/25, Spence 3/44

Mick Spence and Chris Rakuscek 
starred with bat and ball to sink 

Warranwood in Round 1.
16-year old Rakuscek’s 114-run 

innings was his maiden ton for 
Warrandyte and Spence continued 
his love affair with the opening round 
with 108* of his own to go with his 200* 
in Round 1 last season.

Luke Warren got the side off to a 
good start with 72 runs opening the 
batting and the 3rd XI managed to bat 
through and post 349 for the loss of just 
four wickets.

Rakuscek struck first in the bowling 
with a caught behind in his second 
over to put the pressure on early 
but a 99-run partnership for the 
second wicket left the side needing a 
breakthrough.

Spence obliged with his first wicket of 
the day and debutant Blake Matheson 
jagged his first club wicket to remove 
Warranwood’s opening batsman.

Back and forth wickets to Rakuscek 
and Spence heaped the pressure back 
on to the opposition with Aaron Closs 
taking three in two overs to put the 
result beyond doubt.

Spence and Closs ended on three 
each while Rakuscek’s two capped 
off a fine win to get their season 
underway.

4th XI 
Warrandyte 5/364 def North 

Ringwood 9/140

C Jackson 119, S Bowyer 86, 
C Padfield 61, T Heffernan 4/10 
J Prangley 3/11

A remarkable 166-run opening 
partnership between Callum Padfield 
and Chris Jackson set the record for the 
highest first wicket partnership in 4th 
XI history and put the game against 
North Ringwood to bed in week one.

Jackson led the way with 119 runs 
while Padfield contributed a well-
made 61 runs before he was the first 
to be dismissed.

There was no respite for the bowlers 
with Simon Bowyer summoned to the 
crease where he proceeded to clobber 
86 runs with 13 4s and two 6s guiding 
the side past the 300 mark.

Damian Closs bookended the 

innings with 41* runs and North 
Ringwood was set 365 for victory.

It  w ou ld b e  you ng gu n Tom 
Heffernan who did the damage with 
the ball, running rampant with 4/10 
off his eight overs.

With the opposition seemingly 
cruising at 2/108, Heffernan struck 
with three quick wickets to reduce 
them to 5/116 and snuff out any 
chance of a North Ringwood revival.

John Prangley’s experience proved 
valuable to claim three wickets of his 
own to wrap up a dominant victory for 
last year’s Grand Finalists.

5th XI 
Warrandyte 6/298  

def Croydon Ranges 176 & 7/93

Tua 79, El Moussalli 54Bansal 3/15, 
B Trayford 2/9 & 3/18, 
C Lawson 2/18

An even spread of contributors had 
the 5th XI chasing an outright but 
the side will be content with a strong 
Round 1 win against Croydon Ranges.

Four batsmen passed 50 with Isaac 
Tua leading the way with 79 runs and a 
cut on the chin courtesy of the bouncy 
Warrandyte High School pitch.

Kayden Trayford came in with the 
side teetering at 2/31 and compiled 
a composed innings of 52 to right 
the ship — his first half-century for 
the club. 

Craig Haslam came in and flayed 
the ball to all parts for a quick-fire 25 
to finish Warrandyte’s first 35 overs in 
the split innings format.

Croydon dug in for the first wicket 
of 62 runs before Cohen Croft broke 
the deadlock with an lbw while Ben 
Trayford took the first two of his five 
to put Ranges up against it.

Skipper Rohan Bansal took three to 
drive a nail in the coffin while Croft 
and Trayford pitched in again to take 
the victory.

6th XI 
Warrandyte 203  

def by Warranwood 212

D Weatherley 45,Patel 45, 
S Warr 3/33, D Weatherley 2/15 

 Warrandyte’s 6th XI suffered a 
narrow defeat to kick off  their 
campaign but will be buoyed by some 
strong individual efforts.

Batting first, Danny Weatherley 
and Hetal Patel combined for a 109 
opening partnership before a collapse 
of 4/1 sent the batting line-up back to 
the drawing board.

Malcolm Abbott (14) and Patrick 
McAlary (24) staged a middle-order 
fightback before Warranwood was sent 
in for their first hit in the game due to 
the split innings format.

A strong spell of 3/33 from Stephen 
Warr was the highlight of the sides 
bowling attack with tight figures from 
Weatherley and Ben Sproat (2/17) 
curtailing Warranwood’s big hitters 
to 212.

Resuming the batting innings, Warr 
and Bailey Thomas stood tall with 
wickets falling around them to give 
the side a chance but it was not to be 
as Warrandyte fell to a nine-run defeat.

7th XI 
Warrandyte 8/246 def by 

Templeton 8/252

G Warren 56, I Rakuscek 38, F 
Whetters 3/50, H Fyfe 2/39

The 7th XI were also subject to final 
over heartbreak, coming up six runs 
short chasing 252 but reinforced 
Warrandyte’s family club culture in a 
proud display.

The Father-Son XI was made up 
of four father-son combinations in 
Round 1 with the Fyfes (Rob and 
Henry), Jaksics (Royce and Kane), 
Rakusceks (Martin and Isaac) and 
Hodgsons (Michael and Hunter) 
making up the majority of the side.

Bowling first, Flynn Whetters was 
the pick of the bowlers with his three 
wickets while two wickets to the Rob 
Fyfe helped keep Templeton to 252.

Greg Warren and Fyfe opened the 
batting and powered to 91 before 
Warren was dismissed for 58.

Isaac Rakuscek reaffirmed himself 
as one to watch for the future with 38 
while Whetters backed up his bowling 
with 23.

Cricket returns with big Round 1 performances
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Ben Taylor defends on his way to 95

Lachlan McAlary defends in his 1st XI debut

Nuwan Liyanapathirana sends one down

Ultimate XI — November edition
Diary sports reporter Josh Huntly creates the Warrandyte Ultimate XI.
Our dream team, based on player stats from the previous month.
Each month, we will list the Ultimate XI based on stats, and will reveal 
the season’s ultimate Warrandyte XI in March.

• Chris Rakuscek(114 
& 2/33 off 12)

• Chris Jackson(116)
• Mick Spence(108* 

& 3/44 off 11)
• Ben Taylor(95)
• Simon Bowyer(86)

• Luke Warren(72)
• Isaac Tua(79)
• Ben Trayford(Match figures of 

5/27 off 9)
• Tom Heffernan(4/10 off 8)
• Campbell Holland(4/43)
• Aaron Closs(3/25)
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