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Midsummer Magic
Welcome to the new look Warrandyte Diary.
There was magic in the air as Kellybrook played host to some
Shakespearean fun as the naughty Puck and King Oberon got
up to some mis-match-making (Page 7).
Cupid is poised to loose his arrow on Valentine’s Day, and
our resident jester explores what mischief this could cause
around town (Page 9).

We specialise in
helping businesses

Midsummer also means we are mid-fire season.
As our brigades get on with the job of keeping our community
safe (Page 4–5), our local artists remember Black Saturday
(Page 25).
We also look at what is coming to the Pottery Expo (Page 8)
and, of course the Festival (Page 11).
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“Hot dog: The only animal that feeds
the hand that bites it”
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OVER THE HILLS

By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER
THEthings
HILLSchange...
The
more
The Diary’s researchers have taken
a peek into the archives to see
what was happening in Warrandyte
a century ago and guess what they
found?

A TORCH, A STORM
AND A CALF
The Age,
Saturday, January 4, 1919, Page 14
A memorable adventure in the dark and the
drenching rain of Christmas night befell a
well-known professor of the Melbourne
University and his friends, while holidaying
at Warrandyte.
The professor has a fine, healthy and
powerful young bull calf, which on
Christmas day was tethered out in the
orchard some distance from the dwelling.
When the rain came soaking down at night
the question arose whether the animal
would not die of exposure if left out.
Finally, close on midnight, the professor
and his visitor tramped out into a pitchdark night and through the rain and kneehigh wet grass to fetch the calf up from the
orchard into the cow house.
They were greeted with a hoarse bellow.
The calf saw the flash of an electric torch,

By JOCK MACNEISH

and decided that this was no time for tame
surrender.
When the pair obtained a hold of the calf’s
rope and head he began to buck and leap
like a steer on the western plains, pulling
them in all directions in the slippery grass.
The professor fell head on into a young fir
tree in the dark.
Then the visitor got the rope twisted round
his ankle, and fell face down in the wet, the
calf stepping on him as he lay.
After this they caught hold of the calf’s tail as
well as the halter round his neck, and made
some little progress through the storm and
up the hill to the house, only to find that they
were well out of the proper path.
They were by this time fighting with a
half-maddened young animal, tugging
and pushing and floundering until their
muscles cracked.
Sometimes they pushed the calf, and
sometimes they pulled him.
Sometimes they were all struggling together,
amid the spasmodic flashes of an electric
torch, and still in the teeming rain.
They won the fight eventually, but by that
time they had had quite enough of it, and
so apparently had the calf.
They were stiff all the next day, and the
professor’s respect for the genus calf is now
much enhanced.
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter.
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and
character of the place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and
it is available in Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park
Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground
and Research.

PRISONERS OF WAR
ARRIVED EGYPT
Evening Echo,
Monday, December 16 1918, Page 1
Lieut. F. W. Haig, East Kew; Pte C. F. Mc Lean,
East Brunswick; Capt. W. H. Treloar, Middle
Park; Pte M. Brennan, Camperdown; Capt.
R. T. A. McDonald, Caulfield (prev. reported
prisoners of war or wounded and prisoners
of war).
Pte W. H. Stringer, Warrandyte (prev.
reported prisoner of war), arrived at
Salonika.

ACUTE SHORTAGE OF WATER
The Age,
Thursday, February 1919, Page 5
The present dry spell is causing a shortage
of water in Doncaster and Templestowe
districts.
The council have decided to enforce the
regulations which permit ratepayers to
use the water from the Doncaster main for
irrigation purposes only at night time.
A water trough is to be erected on the main
road between Templestowe and Warrandyte,
and the pump on the River Yarra at Lower
Templestowe was ordered to be repaired.

WARRANDYTE

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River,
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the
first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900
the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a
commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense
of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This newspaper is
the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays
respect to their Elders – past, present and emerging – and acknowledges
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play within our community.
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Mini-ads: $20 for five lines
(30 characters per line). Pre-paid
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quarter page or larger.

Readers are advised that the
Warrandyte Diar y accepts no
responsibility for financial, health
or other claims published in
advertising in this newspaper.
Responsibility for election and
referendum comment in this issue
is accepted by Sandi Miller and
James Poyner.

NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, March 5, 2019.
Advertising and editorial copy closes Friday, February 22, 2019.
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Community attempts to rescue bus shelter walling
Concern on lack of consultation
By DAVID HOGG
A HUGE COMMUNITY effort has gone
into mitigating the effects of a Public
Transport Victoria (PTV) decision to
reconstruct the 906 bus terminus at
the bridge roundabout; demolishing
a wall and damaging heritage stairs in
the process.
This work is part of PTV’s ongoing
future-proofing of bus stops in the area
to allow for the potential introduction
of bendy buses.
PT V handed the work over to
VicRoads to manage as part of the
bridge reconstruction and to be
performed simultaneously to prevent
the need for any further disruption.
VicRoads had been planning this
work for some time and had applied to
Manningham Council for an alteration
to the original permit to include this
work — a permit being required
because of the heritage overlay
applying to the site.
Manningham Council did not
advertise this planning request,
deeming it to be of minor nature, and
in June 2018 they amended the original
permit to include this work.
The Diary has learned from VicRoads
correspondence that Council had
referred the permit amendment to
its heritage advisor and urban design
team.
It was recommended that the works
reuse as much of the existing stone
work as possible and care should be

taken to match the new stone wall in
size, colour, arrangement and visibility.
The first that locals knew of this
work was in mid-November when
fencing was erected around the site
and contractors began to demolish
the existing heritage stone walling,
which caused damage to the historic
stone steps.
A group of concerned residents, along
with the Warrandyte Historical Society
(WHS), convened meetings with
VicRoads and their subcontractors,
reminding them of their community
obligations and offered the probono services of local conservation
s t o n e ma s o n Ja m e s C ha r l w o o d
as a design consultant to oversee
the rebuilding to the appropriate
standards.
Warrandyte Historical Society
President, Margaret Kelly, spoke to
the Diary regarding the bus stop works.
“The Warrandyte Historical Society
was disappointed that there had
been no warning of the work to be
undertaken on the bus stop wall (this
would have allowed photos to be taken
for archival purposes) or neither it or
other community groups had been
consulted on the project.
“This highly visible, central area of
the Warrandyte Township Heritage
Precinct is historically significant
and the Society is concerned that any
changes to any of the various elements
should be in line with the relevant
plans and guidelines.

“ We w e r e p l e a s e d w i t h t h e
community response and the quick
involvement of individuals to try to
ensure the best outcome,” she said.
Last year, WHS was successful
in negotiating the fate of the Old
Dairy with Council and Melbourne
Water and are hopeful that this sort
of consultation will happen again in
the future.
W H S a l o n g w i t h Wa r ra n d y t e
Community Association are meeting
with Council this month to discuss
heritage protection in Warrandyte.
Mr Charlwood has produced a
comprehensive Concluding Report
which is highly critical of VicRoads,
the sub-contractors and Manningham
Council for their inadequate provisions
to protect the heritage assets.
A copy of the report is available from
the Diary upon request.
Whilst to a layperson the finished
result may look acceptable, Mr
Charlwood is critical that the style
of the new work fails to match the
adjacent walling.
Others have commented that the
diagonal cyclone fencing above the
wall detracts from the overall look
and feel.
And it is noted that despite all this
work, nothing has yet been done to
rectify the broken stonework rumble
strip that separates the bus stop from
the Yarra Street traffic.
It is not known whether further work

Three lanes across the Yarra
By DAVID HOGG
THE DECEMBER Bridge Update
Bulletin from VicRoads quietly
announced a further major slip to the
completion date, which is now listed
as “late-February”.
The works were due to be completed
by the end of September 2018 and at
that time slipped a further three
months to “before end of 2018”.
In fact, little work has taken place
on the bridge since December 18
when the temporary surface was
marked into three lanes with yellow
lines.
The bulletin announced that
VicRoads contractors would return
to the area in late January when
they will complete the final works
of new asphalt and permanent line
marking.
During these works, there may
be some overnight temporary lane
closures.
This work is due to be completed by
late February.
Looking on the brighter side we
do now have all three lanes open
during the fire danger period, and
southbound traffic is getting used to
moving across to the left or right lane
once on the bridge.
The bulletin said work scheduled
for the rest of December involved
completing the bus stop upgrade,
installing traffic signage, completing

pedestrian fencing and packing up
the site facilities.
In fact, the pedestrian fencing
was not completed in December,
contractors returned in mid January
and are working on this as we go
to press.
It is too early at this stage to
quantify the effect of the new bridge
configuration on traffic flow, as much
of the commuter traffic has been
reduced by the summer holiday
period, and children are just heading
back to school.
Initial indications are that the
works hav e greatly improv e d
the southbound traffic flow, and
residents travelling from Research
Road are generally very pleased with
the traffic lights.
This is also a good indication
that there will be a significant
improvement should a mass
evacuation be required, and that
was the original scope of the works.
However, it is expected that once
the evening peak returns to normal
it will be found that the works have
further complicated the northbound
traffic flow, as nothing has been done
to improve this and the traffic lights
now provide an extra barrier to the
previously free flow northbound.
The traffic lights are still powered
by a generator, which has failed
or run out of fuel twice in the past

two months and VicRoads have
not indicated when they will be
connected to the permanent supply
and provided with a communications
line to their control centre for realtime monitoring and adjustment.
Stephane Hinkeesing, Manager
Structures Metro, VicRoads, told the
Diary in response to a number of
questions we posed “We’re working
hard to finalise our improvements
to make a safer Warrandyte Bridge,
including widening the bridge so it
can accommodate more traffic.
“This upgrade will ease daily
congestion, reduce delays and
improve safety on the bridge,
particularly reducing evacuation
times in the event of an emergency. “
To our question on why the
asphalting/line marking had been
delayed until late-February, they did
not respond.
We asked what their intentions
were for the painted pedestrian
crossing on the north side of the
roundabout and whether there
would be a pedestrian refuge where
there is currently a painted triangle.
VicRoads responded that “Works
are still being finalised on the
pedestrian crossing to the south
[sic] of the roundabout.”
More community reaction in
Your Say on page 19.

is intended here, but it would be a
shame to leave the broken stonework
as is, as the surrounding area and
roundabout have been rebuilt.
Theresa Dawson, who was a driving
force behind the community initiative
to preserve the wall told the Diary:
“There are a lot of new people living
here now who are more than likely
unaware that the reason they are able
to live in such a unique and beautiful
suburb, in such close proximity to
the CBD, is because of the tireless
work through the 70s and 80s of the
Warrandyte Environment League,

Where will the Queen sit?
By DAVID HOGG
WARRANDYTE’S Christmas present
from VicRoads was a massive road
sign erected north of the bridge
depicting a truck tipping over with
a 10km/h advisory speed limit,
visible to northbound traffic from
the bridge and from Research Road.
It is thought that this is a kneejerk
reaction to a truck rollover which
occurred in late November, when
a truck reportedly lost its brakes
coming down Research Road to the
new traffic lights.
The problem is that this sign is
very near to where the Queen of the
Shire sculpture is due to be re-sited.
The sculpture was removed at
the commencement of the bridge
upgrade works, and a condition of
Nillumbik’s planning permit was
that it would be reinstated in the
same spot once the works were
complete.
If it were to be relocated there
today it would be dominated by this
new traffic sign and not radiate the
gateway welcome to the Shire that
was intended.
In response to our enquiries, a
Nillumbik Shire spokesperson told
the Diary “Council is working with
VicRoads engineers to determine a
suitable location for the Queen of
the Shire statue once works on the
Warrandyte Bridge are complete.”
VicRoads has advised us “Queen of
the Shire will be reinstalled as close

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

• Natural looking dentures
• Relines and repairs

• Laminated mouthguards
• On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation
Call

9844 4321

www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Like us

WCA, many other diligent locals and
the Diary, that acted impartially to
present necessary facts to locals.
“We need to continue to honour
the legacy of all these groups and
individuals by standing up and
carrying on their work if we wish to
continue enjoying such a lovely village
with rich history.”
The last 24 months have seen
community groups defending heritage
in the face of utilitarian progress and
the Diary looks forward to reporting
on the plans to help maintain cultural
heritage.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

as possible to its previous location.”
They advise that the sign warning
trucks to slow down “will soon be
relocated further down the road.”
We have asked VicRoads to explain
what is meant by “further down the
road” and whether this means onto
the bridge itself, further up KG road,
or perhaps re-located into Research
Road.
They had not responded by the time
this edition went to press.
We await with interest to see how
and where this important gateway
icon will be re-installed.
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Fair weather fools
By SANDI MILLER
HOT WE ATHER brings tourists
flocking to Warrandyte to engage in
the age-old tradition of swimming at
the Pound.
Not satisfied with having a dip under
the bridge or at the tunnel, swimmers
have been heading to more secluded
areas of North Warrandyte.
The lack of infrastructure at these
locations leads to visitors’ cars blocking
roads and, dangerously, impeding
access for emergency vehicles.
There were several high fire days
in early January, and the North
Warrandyte Fire Bridge reported major
difficulty accessing Normans Reserve.
Captain of North Warrandyte CFA,
Trent Burriss, told the Diary that
there were many cars parked along
the roadside.
“We just squeezed through, I had to
fold some mirrors in… there was also
a car parked across the gate,” he said.
Despite Parks Victoria closing the
parks, many visitors ignore the signage
and park in no standing zones.
People just don’t care, they come
from out of the area, I don’t think it
is locals that are doing it, that is the
hardest things.
But we get a few people fined and
then those people don’t come back,
and the next people who come down
do it,” he said.

“If there is a fire in
there, how are we
going to put it out?”
He says the parks all along the river
are having the same issues.
“Bradleys Lane, Laughing Waters,
Koornong Cresent — we’ve had cars
parked on blind corners, we could
just squeeze the truck through — but
it is a no standing zone, and down at
the end there were cars parked in the
turnaround — it is all clearly signed, I
know Jimmy (Bolton) did a lot of work
with that down in the Koornong.”
Capt. Burriss says there are more

emergencies than just fire when
swimming in the river.
“If they are down there swimming
and they hurt themselves or they
drown, the other emergency services
need access as well.”
The Brigade took to social media to
try and warn of the risks of blocking
access.
“Nearly 80,000 people have seen that
post — which is great.”
He thinks that a tow away zone may
be a deterrent, however policing the
hot-spots needs to be a priority.
“Parks [Victoria] should be down
in the parks telling people to move
on — but who is going to listen to the
guys in green, unless you have a blue
uniform with a gun on your belt, that’s
the only time they are going to listen
to someone.”
Station Officer at the Warrandyte
Police Station, Sergeant Stewart
Henderson, said the local police have
been patrolling regularly and, since
the early January incident, “are pleased
to report we haven’t come across any
further instances”.
Capt. Burriss wants people who
come to Warrandyte on Total Fire Ban
days to exercise caution.
“I know they are trying to stay cool
— but go to the beach or something
— don’t come to one of the highest
fire danger spots in the world,” he said.

Photos: Courtesy North Warrandyte CFA

People and power wilt in heatwave conditions
By DAVID HOGG
WITH WARRANDYTE experiencing
many days of temperatures above
40 degrees Celsius this January,
Facebook has gone into meltdown
with complaints about the heat, power
outages and traffic delays.
Tuesday, January 15 was one such day
and Warrandyte made the Channel 7
News on two fronts.
With the Fire Danger Rating for
Central District classed as Severe and a
Total Fire Ban in place, AusNet Services
went ahead with an all-day planned
power outage affecting around 500
residents to do remedial work in Aton
Street and Osborne Road.
Affected residents, who had received
prior notification, had realised that this
was going to be a difficult day and had
been phoning and writing to AusNet
for a number of days beforehand asking
them to reconsider and reschedule
the work.
Jillian Garvey talked to AusNet on
January 12 and was advised that it
hadn’t been cancelled and would go
ahead unless a Total Fire Ban was
declared.
Meg Downie took to Facebook and
wrote “AusNet are so uncooperative;
we’ve had lots of ‘planned outages’
with some on very hot days and it isn’t
fair to the frail and elderly who may not

be able to go somewhere cooler.”
Despite the community uproar, the
planned work did go ahead.
The Diary contacted AusNet Services
for comment and Hugo Armstrong,
Media and Communications
Consultant in their Corporate Affairs
section, provided the following
statement:
AusNet Services’ Statement on
January 15 Power Outage
In maintaining the safety and
reliability of the electricity network,
we are very sensitive to the need
to balance the short term impact
of maintenance or upgrade works
with the long term interests of the
community.
In very hot weather we normally
review all planned works requiring
customers to be taken off supply, to
try to achieve this balance.
On Tuesday, January 15, (a declared
Heat Health Day and Total Fire Ban
day) approximately two thirds of all
planned outages on our network were
postponed.
The large planned outage affecting
446 customers in North Warrandyte
ne eded to go ahead however,
primarily because the work involved
was bushfire mitigation work.
Safety regulations give us less
discretion to re-schedule these kinds

of works.
We thank affected customers for
your patience and understanding.
These decisions are not taken
lightly, and are made or reviewed at
very senior levels within the company.
We remained mindful of the
impact on customers (many
of whom contacted us to express
their concerns), and were able to
complete the work (which included
the replacement of three poles in
Osborne Road, the installation of
multiple bays of new overhead line,
and some other works) and restore
supply some two or three hours
earlier than originally estimated.
The same afternoon a major accident
occurred on the Fitzsimons Lane
bridge between a bus and a 4WD,
closing Fitzsimons Lane completely
and causing massive traffic diversions
in the area.
Again, hundreds of posts were made
on social media, with local residents
reporting traffic delays lasting hours
on the eastbound approaches to
Warrandyte.
A major complaint was traffic
attempting, unsuccessfully, to take
shortcuts through local streets.
Dianne Trenfield wrote “To all of
those who try to jump six cars ahead
of your fellow traffic jammers.....

cutting up Blair St, Cemetery Rd,
McCulloch Street and the cemetery
end of Brackenbury St will get you
nowhere; but we sure enjoy watching
you find that out on your own.”
On Friday, January 25, another 40+
degree day with Severe Fire Danger
and a Total Fire Ban, power outages
hit Warrandyte and surrounding areas.
In the morning it was the turn of
around 3,000 properties north of the
river to lose power due to a fault,
although this lasted less than an hour.
In the afternoon it was the turn of
those south of the river experiencing
one of the many load-shedding outages
due to failure of supply against demand,
and this lasted less than two hours.
Facebook was active with locals
asking why our power infrastructure
is so fragile, debating coal versus
renewables versus nuclear, and

generally critical of State and Federal
Governments; particularly as Victoria’s
Energy Minister Lily D’Ambrosio had
assured us earlier in the day that there
would be no risk of blackouts.
This should serve as a warning to
all residents that on hot days — and
there may be plenty more to come
this summer — we may find ourselves
without power.
Everybody’s Fire Plan needs to take
this into account.
Remember that a temperature
forecast of 33C for Melbourne can
mean a temperature approaching or
exceeding 40C in Warrandyte.
And whilst some chose to vent their
fury on social media, others sought
cooler places such as shopping centres,
cinemas or took a leisurely dip in the
Yarra.
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Failsafe
By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE Fire Brigade have
ensured they are able to remain
operational in case of blackout, thanks
to a generator purchased with a grant
from the Warrandyte Community
Bank.
The significant grant of $39,545 from
the bank has allowed the brigade to
install a 90kVA power plant to run the
station in the case of a power outage.
Until the generator was installed,
blackouts meant the firetrucks were
trapped inside the station.
Captain Adrian Mullens told the
Diary that the automatic doors can
only be raised by the electric motor.
“Our engine bay doors are electric,

so our pagers go and ‘boom’ the doors
come up, if the power is out we can
play around for ten minutes to try and
get doors open,” he said.
The crew has to remove the door
from its hinges to get the doors open.
“That adds significant time to our
turnouts, and we are under a fair bit
of pressure to get a truck out the door
within four minutes,” he said.
The generator will now allow the
station to remain fully functional
during blackouts.
“If the power is to go off now within
10 seconds the generator starts up.
“A lot of places will only put in a
relatively small generator, and you

Know what to do
By SANDI MILLER
AS WE MARK the 10th anniversary
of the Black Saturday bushfires that
devastated communities throughout
our Green Wedge, CFA Captains are
calling for better education for families
in our bushfire-prone areas.
North Warrandyte Captain Trent
Burriss told the Diary reaching new
residents can be difficult.
“There have been lots of houses
for sale, a lot of different people
coming into the area — it is a different
generation that are moving in now,”
he said.
New residents come into the area
and are unaware that summer in
Warrandyte means being ever-vigilant
against the threat of bushfire.
“Unfortunately we can only educate
the people who want to be educated,
but it doesn’t matter how hard you
try,” Warrandyte CFA Captain Adrian
Mullens told the Diary.
Capt. Mullens recounted a recent
phone call with a resident who was
unaware how to respond to a Total
Fire Ban day.
“When this guy said ‘we have been
here twelve months, my wife is the
only one that drives and we have got
five kids, how do we know if there is
something happening?’; when you get
phone calls like that it really makes you
start wondering,” he said.
For the record, Capt. Mullens’s
advice to his caller: “CFA recommends,
on a bad day you make a conscious
decision to leave the night before or
first thing that morning, don’t wait
around until you see smoke and

flames, because that is too late”.
Capt. Mullens says a good idea is to
educate the children first.
“I have a personal belief that they
should be targeting the primary
schools, they did it years ago with
the ‘Stop, Drop and Roll’… say from
Grade 4 up you would have the ability
to instil something into the kids —
people probably do not get the time
to do these things, but if the kids come
home and say ‘what’s our fire plan?’,
well that’s going to get Mum and Dad’s
attention and that is a pretty good way
of selling it — to educate the kids, who
are going to educate the parents.”
Locals have also been called upon
as volunteers for the CFA, but as Capt.
Burriss said to the Diary, the brigades
struggle to keep up with recruiting.
“The hardest thing is that, and they
don’t have time to commit to the
fire brigade, and we are a commuter
suburb so people go out to work and
they just come here to sleep because
house prices are higher, meaning they
have to work,” he said.
Local CFA brigades offer community
education sessions throughout the
year, you can also join your Community
Fireguard group, and ensure you have
a range of options for staying informed
during the fire season, such as the
Vic Emergency App, the CFA website,
or listen to ABC 774 Local Radio for
emergency broadcasts.

Check out the Be Ready Warrandyte
website, warrandyte.org.au/fire, for
tips on making a fire plan for your
family.

could only run a few lights, that thing
runs the whole station and we have got
a little bit up our sleeve”.
Capt. Mullens said that to have the
ability to keep the station operational
during prolonged blackouts was a
major consideration.
“When we have members here
waiting to go out on strike teams and
the power goes out, we need to be able
to continue to have power to run the
doors, the radios and other appliances,”
Capt. Mullens said.
In the event of a major incident power
could be down for days or weeks,
meaning that the station could become
a lifeline for the community in the face
of a Black Saturday level event.
“With the generator, we could
continue to run the station as long as
we can continue to supply fuel.
“The technology for solar and
batteries to run three-phase is not
there, so we felt the generator was the
only way to go,” he said.
The last part of the installation is to
put up a screen to help it blend into the
surrounding landscape.
“That’s the way it comes from JCV
— bright yellow — you can’t do much
about that, but we will put up a fence
to camouflage it.”
Despite the large outlay, Capt.
Mullens says that he hopes there is no
need for it.
“Hopefully it doesn’t get used,”
he said.

Plan to survive
By COREY BLACKWELL
MANNINGHAM Council is set to
launch a new Emergency Aware
program which will empower local
communities to prepare for the
impacts of various emergenc y
situations.
The program, which will be delivered
in partnership with emergency
service organisations, will aim to
help local residents develop home
emergency plans, and work together
so they can be better prepared for
the effects of fires, floods, storms and
other emergencies.
Mayor Paula Puccini said that
the support of the local emergency
services partners and local residents
was vital to the success of the
initiative.
“It’s great to see these organisations,
the Council and local residents
coming together to create a stronger
and more resilient community,” Cr
Puccini said.
While Warrandyte’s natural beauty
is among its best features, it also
leaves our community especially
vulnerable to bushfires, making the
prospect of an emergency plan even
more necessary.
A recent report published by the
SES shows that home emergency

plans greatly reduce the impact of an
emergency and help those affected
recover quicker.
According to the report, taking the
time to make a plan helps residents
to “think clearly, have a greater sense
of control and make better decisions
when an emergency occurs.”
With the aid of the program,
Warrandyte’s locals will hopefully
be relieved of some of the stresses
that come with summer’s scorching
heatwaves, knowing they are better
equipped to handle potential
bushfires.
Cr Puccini said she encouraged all
residents in fire or flood prone areas
to get involved in the innovative pilot.
“Emergencies affect the whole
community.
“This program reinforces the
importance of working together to
plan and prepare for emergency
events,” she said.
The program will see the Council
work together with emergency
organisations, such as the CFA,
MFB, Victoria Police, and the Red
Cross, to help residents implement
preventative strategies.
To find out more about the
program and how to get involved
call 9840 9333.

A fresh approach to fire safety
By SANDI MILLER
THE DIARY have teamed up with
Swinburne University and the CFA
to produce a series of animated fire
safety videos.
The resultant videos will be
launched on the Diary’s website
and social media channels, so
watch out for them over the coming
months.
Our first video is up now, and
explains the fire danger rating
system.
Other videos talk about pet safety,
preparing your property, using fire
blankets, and fire safety for young
children.
“We are blown away by the really
out-of-the-box ideas these guys
have come up with,” says CFA
Region 13 Community Education
Manager, Rohan Thornton.
Jaim e Kroup a has l iv e d in
Warrandyte for around 15 years,
and is one of the animation students
at Swinburne University.
“It was great working with the
Diary and CFA guys as ‘clients’ on
our projects, it was great to have
the feedback as we went along,”
said Jaime.
She says being a Warrandyte
resident gave her a better
understanding of fire danger than
some of her more urban cohort.
“I live only a couple of streets
away from Flannery Court, and
when the fire hit in 2014 I was at
home, we expected the danger
would be more in the bush areas

around North Warrandyte, so
we were a bit shocked when it
happened so close to us,” she said.
Jaime’s video was a stand-out
amongst the nine videos produced
for the Diary, and we look forward
to showing you her work later in
the year.
She is still midway through her
course, and she hopes she will
finish in two years’ time with a
Bachelor of Animation.
From there Jaime hopes to be
able to work with some of the
big Melbourne based animation
studios, so she can work on feature
films.
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Council divided C117 panel review published
over Green Wedge
Management Plan
By DAVID HOGG
NILLUMBIK Council’s meeting on
December 18 continued to run what
appears to be a bunfight between
Friends of Nillumbik in the one corner
and Nillumbik Proactive Landowners
Group (PALs)in the other.
As we reported in the December issue
a community panel of 39 members
had produced a 64-page Community
Engagement Report to Nillumbik’s
Green Wedge Management Plan
(GWMP) of which 32 pages were the
majority report, and a further 32 pages
were a dissenting Minority Report,
prepared by five resident hobby farmer
panel members.
Because the full panel did not see
and was unaware of this content Mayor
Karen Egan determined it would not be
considered by Council.
PALs have responded, saying the half
of the report now being considered is
“illegitimate”.
At the December meeting, Mayor
Egan attempte d to de f u s e t h e
situation by saying Council welcomes
a submission from the dissenting
Panel members — and the wider
community — on the draft Green
Wedge Management Plan, which will
be released for broader engagement
in early 2019.
But the meeting quickly descended
into farce with the seven amendments
to edit various sections of the response
document, many being lost on
divisions, and personal accusations

flying around the room in a meeting
that lasted almost 3.5 hours.
The final resolution that passed with
amendments requests Officers to
commence writing the draft GWMP
for consideration by March 2019 for
the purposes of wider community
engagement.
Council spokesman Licardo Prince
told the Diary: “The aim remains for it
to go to the March 26 meeting and then
subsequently be put out for further
community consultation.”
And Nillumbik Council problems are
not confined to the Green Wedge issue.
The Council returned two weeks
earlier than expected in the middle
of January on a Thursday night at a
special meeting to consider a motion
to rescind a decision made at the
December 11 meeting that refused a
planning application.
The rescission motion was defeated,
but not before Councillors blamed
each other for calling the Special
Meeting at additional expense to
ratepayers.
This is a divided band of Councillors,
and it will be interesting to see how
they handle the proposed GWMP at
their March meeting.
Nillumbik’s GWMP and
links to the Engagement
Report are at:
https://participate.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/gwmp

By DAVID HOGG
THE REPORT from the independent
P l a n n i n g Pa n e l e n q u i r y i n t o
Ma n n i n g h a m C o u n c i l ’s C 1 1 7
Planning Scheme amendment has
now been published.
The controversial amendment
seeks to encourage tourist-related
activities within the Green Wedge and
had been the subject of a three-day
hearing at Planning Panels Victoria
in October at which many local
individuals, community groups,
businesses and the Council
made presentations.
The Panel’s findings
The amendment proposes
three related but potentially
independent changes to clauses
within the planning scheme.
The first of these is to change
the Municip al Strategic
Statement at Clause 21.07 to
give greater support to tourism
in the Rural Conservation Zone
(RCZ).
The panel threw this change
out, and recommended that
changes to this clause be
abandoned.
Changes to Clause 22.19
propose to allow outbuildings
and sheds in the RCZ to the
same extent as currently applies
to the Low Density Residential
Zone.
The panel found that these
were reasonable.
The new local policy at Clause 22.20
intends to provide more guidance for
non-residential land use applications
in the RCZ, covering design, location
and scale of new buildings.
The panel found that this clause
provided useful guidance to
applicants, but had some trouble

Corey heads down-river to see if there is a light at the end of the tunnel

with the wording and suggested
improvements.
The Panel concluded that “the
broader policy position to support
more tourism in the Green Wedge is
contrary to sound planning and runs
counter to the purposes of the RCZ.”
However, it conceded that many of
the issues with this broader policy
position were beyond the scope of
the Panel.

Community reaction
The Wedge Tails website, sponsored
by the Warrandyte Community
Association, the Friends of Nillumbik
and the Green Wedge Protection Group
describes the Panel’s report as “a major
win for community involvement and
for the values of the Green Wedge in the
face of the usual commercial pressures.
“It is also evidence that the system
can work as we would want it to.
“The Panel left no doubt that it
understood the essential purposes of
the Rural Conservation Zone and of
the Green Wedge generally.”
Friends of Warrandyte State Park
were delighted with the outcome of the
panel hearing.
Lynda Gilbert said “FOWSP have
b e e n e ngag e d i n a nu mb e r o f
environmental battles with other likeminded community groups to save the
Green Wedge because there are so few
places close to the city where humans

can observe the wildlife and admire the
flora in its natural state.
“There are some 24 restaurants and
cafes in Warrandyte already, as well
as several B&Bs and a caravan park
nearby in Deep Creek, so we do not
need any more development as it will
severely impact on the habitat for our
flora and fauna.
“Our only hope is that Manningham
City Council accepts the Panel’s
decision.”
Jamie Day, who is seeking
to promote an eco-friendly
low-impact tourist camping
facility at Pound Bend said “I
find it disappointing that it
seems, in regard to tourism
related business activity within
the RCZ, the status quo might
remain; that would restrict
business activity that could be
complementary to the area.”
Others who gave evidence at
the panel hearing in favour of the
amendment were approached
for comment, but declined to
say anything at this stage.
What happens next?
We now await the response
of Manningham Council to the
Panel’s report.
Sarah Neville, Senior
Communications Consultant
a t Ma n n i n g h a m C o u n c i l
told us “Council received the
Independent Panel Report
for Amendment C117 (Rural Areas
Discretionary Land Uses) on December
19, 2018.
“The Report was made available to
the public on Council’s website on
January 8 this year and Council will
consider the Panel’s recommendations
at its Council Meeting on February
26, 2019.”
Manningham Council could choose
to abandon the entire amendment, or
they could put the amendment forward
to the Minister for Planning either as it
is or including some or all of the Panel’s
recommendations.
The final decision will rest with the
Minister.
For more information about the C117
amendment and a link to
the Planning Panel report:
yoursaymanningham.com.
au/C117
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream
review
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
ON A PERFECT summer evening at the
end of January, sitting under the truly
magnificent branches of a heritage
listed oak tree — thought to be planted
in the 1890s at the original homestead
of gardener and orchardist, William
Martin (now Kellybrook Winery) — we
sat enjoying the evening sun filtering
through the leaves, with the occasional
acorn dropping.
Along with our picnic dinner and
chairs we enjoyed a bottle of very nice
Kellybrook wine.
Around 250 people were seated in
the garden of Kellybrook Winery —
founded by Darren and Farley Kelly in
1962 and now operated by their sons
Phil and Gus — to enjoy a production
of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, performed by a group of very
talented actors from Essential Theatre,
who — as is standard — took on
multiple roles each, differentiated by
costume and by attitude.
Initially, the outstanding performers
for me were Sophie Lampel as Egea
— and more particularly as Bottom —
along with Benjamin Nichol playing
Puck.
However — it was hard to pick out
anyone in particular by the end of the
production, as they were all excellent
in their multiple roles.
Thoroughly enjoyable.

For those unfamiliar with the bard’s
work, the story, set in the lead-up to
the wedding of the Duke of Athens,
is a tangled web of love and desire,
orchestrated (and mis-directed) by the
mischievous Puck, for the amusement
of the King of the Fairies, who is
undergoing his own marital problems.
There is much merriment when a
love potion creates some very mismatched lovers and, hilarity ensues
when the Queen of the Fairies falls
for an ass.
And then there is the play within
the play — a group of amateur players
wonder into the forest of the fairies
to rehearse a play for the wedding
reception of the Duke and his bride.
This amusingly over-cautious,
comically over-written and hilariously
over-acted piece gives rise to some of
the highlights of the production — all
played cross-gender to add to the fun.
The self-aggrandizer of the playwithin-a-play, Bottom, gets his/her
just deserts when he is turned by
Puck into a “monster” with whom the
Queen of the Fairies is made to fall in
love, with the help of Puck’s diabolical
love potion.
I think even Shakespeare would have
been amused by the brief interlude
Bottom/Donkey had singing a bit of
Edith Piaf in between his ee-aws!
Prior to the production we were
entertained by the lovely singing of
Doug Robertson.
However, arriving through the back
entrance, as most people seemed to
do, he appeared to be singing to the

flowers and not the seated guests.
The lack of response to his dulcet
tones was perhaps more due to the
lack of engagement with the audience
rather than a lack of enjoyment.
But no doubt the blooms yet to come
will be prolific!
The seating was a little confusing
initially and I am not sure what
differentiated the ticket prices, but
everyone settled as the show began
and no one seemed disgruntled.
Many years ago, when my children
were little, we attended a production of
Wind in the Willows, played out along
the Yarra plains in Templestowe and
I thought then what a wonderful idea
it was as we followed Toad and Ratty
(Kym Gyngell — who else!) along the
river bank.
Outdoor theatre is a wonderful
adventure, albeit a bit of a gamble with
Melbourne’s weather.
We were very lucky to enjoy such an
evening.
This troupe of eight wandering
players take this Shakespeare in
the park production around the
country, so you may still find an
opportunity to catch this thoroughly
entertaining production, although
not so conveniently as at our Yarra
Valley gem.
In 2020 Essential Theatre will tour
with Macbeth and I sincerely hope
Kellybrook will again be able to
accommodate them and the local
community with another wonderful
production under the old oak tree.

Photo: LISA MALE-ROBERTSON
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Flying high with the Wonga Park Rovers
By ALBERTO SCELSI
OVER THE last few months, our Rover
Crew have had the opportunity to help
with the Victorian Scout Air Activity
Team based out of Moorabin.
The Air Activity Team offer flights to
all tiers of Scouting, allowing members
to experience the landscape they live
in from above.
The Air Activity Team also run “Learn
to Fly” days, which is an awesome
opportunity for young adults with
their heart set on the sky to gain some
genuine experience.
We have also had some of our Rovers
provide some service to the Clifford
Park Scout Activity Centre in Wonga
Park, to provide some great activities
for the younger sections.
Recap
Towards the end of 2018 we finished
our beehive, which is now happily
producing honey.
Our Crew were so excited by the
idea of producing our own food and
are now inspired to take on other
sustainability projects.
We recently started building our
own self-wicking garden beds and we

are looking forward to growing our
own food.
Thanks to the companies and other
groups in the local community for
providing the parts and equipment
for us to put together this next exciting
project.
18 – 26 — Join us
We welcomed and invested two new
members at the end of last year, and
did so again at the end of January.
It is great to see a group like this
thrive and continue to grow within the
wider community.
We’re always looking for passionate
people that are eager to have fun, get
out into the outdoors, and give back to
the community.
If you think you’ve got some great
ideas about what you would like to
do, or you are just need somewhere to
come and be part of a great community,
our Rover Crew is always looking for
new people to come and join us.
After a restful break over Christmas,
we’re eager to get back into it, with
activities like archery, canoeing, hiking
and rock climbing, as well as lots of
other great activities on the program.

Some other big things that the Crew
have on the calendar are a four-day
hike along part of the Tasmanian coast
and also a bike expedition for the
second half of the year.
It’s looking like it’s going to be a
great 2019.
If you like the idea of being part of an
active group like Wonga Park Rover
Crew, and also the wider Scouting
community, email wongaparkrc@
gmail.com and follow us on Facebook
to keep up with our exciting adventures:
facebook.com/WongaParkRovers/

Jumping Creek Road upgrade
WORK ON THE first stage of the
Jumping Creek Road upgrade has
continued over summer.
Since mid-November AusNet
have been relocating electrical
cables along Jumping Creek
Road, between 373 RingwoodWarrandyte Road and 292 Jumping
Creek Road.
In a statement, Manningham
Council said that the design for
this section of the road includes
lowering a road crest by around
two metres, to improve the lines
of sight for traffic.
“Before the upgrade can begin,
electrical cables near the road crest
need to be relocated and power
poles will need to be removed,” the
statement advised.
“This is to reduce roadside
hazards and improve safety.”
The road upgrade is scheduled
to be completed in stages over the

Home to Riders Brew Co Beers
and Kelly Brothers Cider
Open Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Monday 10-5pm,
Sunday and Public Holidays 11-5pm.
Live Music last Sunday of the month 1-4pm
Free Entry - Family Friendly

February 24 ~ Jorja Lynch and Jay Smith
Grazing plates available
plus exclusive cellar door specials.

1-3 Fulford Rd Wonga Park Ph 97221304

kellybrookwinery.com.au

next five years.
The current estimated cost
to deliver the upgrade is $17.9
million, with Council committed
to funding the vast majority of the
cost of the works.
However, as previously reported,
property owners will need to fund
the construction of their vehicle
crossings in cases where they are
not currently constructed to a
permanent standard.
The Council statement says
that further information “will
be provided to the community,
including residents directly
affected by the works, prior to the
commencement of each stage of
the project.
“Works will be programmed to
minimise disruption to access
along the road and to maintain
emergency access”.
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Ceramic celebration
By JANE ANNOIS

THE POTTERY Expo is welcoming the
French potters back again this year.
In fact they have been invited for
dinner.
The French potters will be returning
after a four-year absence, bringing
their very popular ceramics with
them and also spending several weeks
in Warrandyte prior to the Expo,
collaborating to produce a new range
of tableware.
Over 60 stands of ceramic artists from
around Australia will present their
individual and unique contemporary
ceramic pieces, ranging from large
sculptural to precious porcelain.
All artists will also bring their
personal take on tableware.

Next to the food stands we will have
a “Plates to Go” stand and a “Cups to
Go” stand — with pieces made by all
our exhibitors — to choose for your
coffee and crepes.
Slow Clay will be presenting “Tent
Talks” a series of ceramic related talks
of interest to the public, including “The
Chef and the Potter” with our own
chef Kelvin Shaw from Altair, and chef
Hayden McFarland from Woodland
House with potter Sue McFarland.
Live music throughout the weekend
with talented Warrandyte musicians
sponsored by our community bank,
wines and beer on Saturday afternoon
from Hops and Vine in Warrandyte,
and continuing to keep it local, Now
and Not Yet will be providing freshly
filled baguettes, and Stephane le Grand

his savoury and sweet crepes.
Manningham Council who continues
to support the Expo, will be organising
children’s clay activities with the
assistance of Clayworks ceramic
supplies.
Visitors to the Expo can participate in
free activities to make decorated pieces
for the new playground extension as
part of the Lions Park project near the
bridge.
Visitors can see the mural, made with
the tiles that children decorated at last
year’s Expo, installed on the toilet block
wall near the Whipstick Gully bus stop,
near Stonehouse Gallery [See photos
below].
Warrandyte Lions and Rotary Clubs
will be presenting awards for innovative
ceramics.

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

The Expo will run from 10am to
5:30pm on the weekend of February
23/24, but will be officially opened by
Manningham Mayor Councillor Paula
Piccinini and Warrandyte Community
Bank Manager Cheryl Miekle at 12pm
on the Saturday.
As an extra special treat, Yves Gaget
will be holding a workshop revealing
the secrets of his beautiful terracotta
tableware on Monday, February 25
— see What’s On (Page 18) for details.
Photos: BILL MCAULEY

Little boy
found

By SANDI MILLER
VICTORIA POLICE want to send a
message of thanks to the Warrandyte
community for their assistance in
locating missing 12-year-old, Jamie
Clavant.
Jamie went missing from the
Warrandyte Skate Park on January 14.
Sergeant Stewart Henderson of
Victoria Police said they “were very
concerned for the wellbeing of the
young man especially as time went
on.”
News of the missing lad had the local
community spring into action with
social media abuzz with concern for
the boy’s safety.
Sgt Henderson said that Police
acknowledge that they were not able
to divulge much information to the
public.
“We really appreciated the high
level of concern and support from
the Warrandyte Community,” he said.
Me m b e r s o f t h e Wa r ra n d y t e
community printed posters and
mounted a search for the boy both
locally and in places that he was
known to frequent, such as Eastland
Shopping Centre.
Jamie’s parents held a press
conference on the Thursday to plead
for Jamie to return home.
Police received many calls of possible
locations across Melbourne and Sgt
Henderson told the Diary “some were
invaluable in locating him”.
“In the end it was public response
to our press releases that gave us vital
information to his whereabouts,” he
said.
Jamie was located in a park in
Bayswater on the Friday night by
police.
“He has been reunited with his
family and support has been put in
place to aid him and his family,” Sgt
Henderson said.
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Path progress
By JAMES POYNER
THE MAIN Yarra Trail’s missing
link will soon be one step closer to
completion as we await the final
report on a planning application
to extend the existing shared path
along Warrandyte-Heidelberg
Road between Oakland Drive and
Alexander Drive.
A planning application is required
as several trees need to be removed
to replace the existing gravel path
with bitumen.
Manningham Council has advised
that at the close of the advertising
period on January 16, there were
no submissions regarding this
planning application.
Leigh Harrison, Director City
Services at Manningham Council
spoke to the Diary regarding the
nature of the new shared path.
“The path will connect the Main
Yarra Trail to key community
destinations including schools and
community facilities.
“ The project forms part of
Council’s Principle Pedestrian
Ne t w o r k ( P P N ) p l a n w h i c h
provides more opportunities for
our community to walk and ride
around Manningham.
“If the application is approved,
Council anticipates that work on
the path will be completed by mid2019,” he said.
The Principle Pedestrian Network
is a State led initiative which allows
Council’s to identify and develop
walking routes around key places in
their municipality such as schools,
activity centres and transport hubs.
When this section of shared
path is completed, cyclists and
pedestrians will be able to travel

from Pound Road to Warrandyte
High School on a paved shared
path.
These works also bring
Wa r r a n d y t e a f e w h u n d re d
metres closer to being connected
to the Main Yarra Trail and the
broader Manningham bicycle
and pedestrian networks, the
only challenge left will be to get
pedestrians and cyclists safely
down the cutting between the High
School and Beasleys.
In February 2018, the Diary
first covered this story in relation
to a planning application to
build a shared path/boardwalk
along Taroona Avenue between
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road and
Everard Drive.
The planning process for this
shared path, which would ensure
pedestrians and cyclists have a
safe pathway between Warrandyte
Reserve and the Yarra River has
been on hold for nearly a year due
to environmental and cultural
heritage investigations.
The Diary asked Manningham
Council for an update on this
project.
“The Taroona Avenue shared
path works is within 200 metres of
a waterway which was identified
last year as a potential site for
indigenous activity.
“No indigenous artefacts have
been identified at this site, however
a Cultural Heritage Management
Plan (CHMP) will be developed,”
said Mr Harrison.
This plan is currently under
review by the Wurundjeri Land and
Compensation Cultural Heritage
Council Aboriginal Corporation.

Cupid aims a crooked bow
much ado
By KATRINA BENNETT
FEBRUARY 14, known as: Valentine’s
Day; Saint Valentine’s Day; Feast
of Saint Valentine; The Hallmark
marketing genius jackpot; or “OMFG,
I’m in so much trouble when I get
home… in fact on second thought, I
may not even go home because I’ve
forgotten yet again and if I turn up with
a bedraggled bouquet of onion grass
flowers again, well, I may never have to
worry about February 14 ever again…”
Hold up.
Before you go down that wombat hole
never to be seen again, take a deep
breath and remember that you live in
Warrandyte, the suburb of love.
The possibilities are endless for
romance and impressing your loved
one.
If you book 364 days (one day after you
forgot to last year) in advance for a table
at Altair you and your Valentine
could be enjoying emu pastrami
with sea urchin foam jerked skin
and macadamia milk, as the sun
goes down over Yarra Street.
Maybe you like to share your
romance around.
Go the tapas at a shared table
at Next Door.
Just don’t sit on an outdoor
table watching the nearby
stationary peak hour traffic
salivating over your tempura
zucchini w ith honey and
sesame seeds, if you don’t want
your significant other to find
out.
You could also take a leaf
out of the “Australian Teenage
Starter Pack to Becoming a
Couple Guide”:
Step 1. Snapchat each other

to meet at the West End Fish and Chip
shop.
Step 2. Take a selfie to prove you were
there.
Step 3a. Share photo to Instagram.
Step 3b. Change your bio to “Finn is my
world”.
Step 3c. Set up a poll as to whether you
should eat your fish and chips at the
skate park or down by the river. Because
you know, YOLO TBH.
But Valentine’s Day is not all about
humans.
No.
Spare a thought for the tiger snake
living on the bakery steps.
Out she slides, looking for some
scaly love only to get screamed at as
a human, 13.8 times her body weight,
almost stands on her.
Forever grateful that she’s deaf, she
retreats behind her rock thinking, if I do
get lucky tonight, in 112 days I can send
out my 20 babies all at once and really
freak these ridiculous humans out.
Yo u m a y e n d u r e a s l e e p l e s s
Valentine’s Night if you hear the

murderous-sounding but apparently
erotic bellowing emanating from
our cute furry grey national icon,
Phascolarctos cineras.
Clutching my pillow over my head I
often wonder how much can a koala
bear?
The ensuing koala conversation may
go a little something like this:
“It’s Valentine’s Day” he says.
“Sorry, washing my fur tonight” she
replies.
“But I’ve spent all day climbing down
my tree, walking across the ground and
climbing up your tree” he whines.
“Alright.
“No need to be all hangry about it.
“Come on in, I’ve got a wicked bunch
of organic, vegan certified, manna
gum leaves that will get us higher than
a backpacker in the Bend of Islands,”
she purrs.
He replies with a murderous sounding
but apparently erotic bellow.
Not everyone has a Valentine to share
their February 14 with.
Some will turn to their favourite
dating apps to find love.
Others will use more
traditional methods like the
Over 28’s nightclub at The Grand
Hotel.
People line up along the
bar eyeing off the people on
the dancefloor with the same
intensity as kookaburras’ line
up on my pool fence eyeing off
my barbeque.
The possibilities for a romantic
Warrandyte Valentine’s Day are
endless.
Unless it’s a Monday.
Nothing’s open on a Monday.
Your best bet is a packet of
Zooper Doopers from IGA,
a couch and free-to-air T V
because your internet has
dropped out yet again.

!

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
OPENING FROM 6AM MONDAY 4TH
FEBRUARY.

UPCOMING MARKETS:

Saturday March 2 and Saturday April 6,
8am to 1pm
Stiggants Reserve, Warrandyte
www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au

321 RINGWOOD-WARRANDYTE ROAD
WARRANDYTE
9844 0644
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Community honours for Warrandyte’s finest
By SANDI MILLER
THE 2019 MENZIES Community
Australia Day Awards were held
on January 26 at the Manningham
Function Centre.
Presented by Federal Member for
Menzies, Kevin Andrews, the awards
are bestowed on those members of the
community who make the country a
better place to live.
In presenting the awards, Mr
Andrews told the gathering:
“Today we honour a group of
individuals who come in many
different guises, in many stages
of life in a variety of activities that
have all sought to contribute to our
community.
“ We a c k n o w l e d g e t h e m , w e
encourage them, and we thank them.
“We recognise it is not government, it
is not grand plans, but the commitment
and dedication of individuals and
families that ultimately build a great
nation.
“We are a fortunate country because
of those who we celebrate today and
many others like them who have
dedicated their efforts and time to
serving others in our community.”
CHRIS “CHEWY” PADGHAM
“For a number of years Chris
‘Chewy’ Padgham has been actively
involved as a Scout Leader in
Warrandyte, going to the Australian
‘Jamboree’ in 2016 and the Victorian
‘Cuboree’ in 2017.
As well as the 2017 World Scout
Jamboree in Norway.
Together with this he has also
assumed additional demanding
roles, such as Group Leader of the
Warrandyte Scout Group.
The role is dynamic and
encompasses the full management
and leadership function of the joey,
cub, scout and venturer sections
within the Group.
Chris also personally supervises
the popular Scout Stall at the
Warrandyte Community Market.
His passionate and ‘lead b y
example’ style has enriched the lives of
hundreds of Scouts and significantly
raised the profile of Scouting in the
Warrandyte community.”
Chewy told the Diary he came to
the Scouts when he was caring for a
foster child.
“He had some difficulties as foster
children often do, and we saw Scouts
as a magnificent way of him acquiring

life skills and interpersonal skills,” he
said.
Chewy says he finds it “just a joy”
working with the Warrandyte youth.
“It is an incredibly rewarding and
fulfilling experience,” he said.
He finds the most satisfying aspect
is seeing the transformation of the
kids, “when they come in as raw,
inexperienced kids gaining confidence
in their ability to look after themselves,”
he said.
He finds receiving the award
“humbling”.
“I had mixed feelings about it this
morning because I don’t do the Scout
thing for my own personal recognition,
so I don’t like to think I am in it for me
— I like to think I am in it for the kids
— but it was, as I said humbling, and I
am very happy to have received this.”
GLENICE LE RICHE
G l e n i c e j o i n e d In f o r m at i o n
Warrandyte in 2007.
She became a member of the
committee in 2010 and has been
Publicity Officer for two years.
Glenice recently completed a
community support worker’s course
through CISVIC.
Glenice is a very worthy recipient of
an Australia Day Award.
Glenice told the Diary she was “very
excited and very honoured” to receive
the award.
Glenice says she enjoys being part
of the community and being able to
give back, “being able to help people,
since we have started working with
Doncare.”
She says Information Warrandyte
fills an important role in the local
community, handing out food parcels
and providing a referral service for
domestic violence victims and those
going through hardship.
She says she also enjoys being able
to help people find some interesting
places in Warrandyte to visit.
“People come in all excited and
want to know where to go and [I enjoy
being] able to help them find what
they need to see in Warrandyte and the
surrounding areas,” she said.
WARWICK LEESON
“For the past 10 years, Warwick
Leeson has been, and currently is,
the Chairman of the Andrew Ross
Museum at Kangaroo Ground, which
is also the Nillumbik Local Council
Area’s only museum.

Chris “CHEWY” Padgham

He’s part of the Country Fire
Authority’s Kangaroo Ground
Incident Control Centre Facility
Management Team, volunteering
during summ er months to b e
available to ensure that the Incident
Control Centre operates efficiently to
the benefit of the wider community.
Warwick is also the long-term
S e c r e t a r y o f t h e Wa r ra n d y t e
Community Association and Deputy
Chair of the award-winning “Be
Ready Warrandyte” project.
He has also recently been appointed
to the Birrarung Council, an advisory
board associated with the Yarra
River Protection Act.
Wa r w i c k i s a W h i t e R i b b o n
Ambassador, and a frequent speaker
to various community groups on the
issue of domestic violence.
He is a member of the Rotary Club
of Diamond Creek, and current
Program Co-ordinator.”

it’s not just a matter of turning up on
the night and getting elected, you
have really got to want it and you
really have to be dedicated to it and I
absolutely am.
“A lot of that comes out of engagement
with WCA.
“Of course with the incident control
centre and the Be Ready Warrandyte
project, the two of those have an
absolute synergy,” Warwick said.
He says he gets satisfaction from
feeling that communities are actually
doing things together.
“It is not a matter of achieving certain
things, it is seeing people getting
together talking about what they are
going to do and actually starting down
that path.
“It is the journey, … once upon a
time I would have said ‘no, it is all
about the destination’, but it is about
the journey,” he said.

Warwick adds this honour to his
OAM, but says he finds a different sort
of satisfaction.
“This is a community award and in
all my adult life I have been engaged
and involved in community building
for stronger, safer, and more resilient
communities.”
But he is keen to point out that he is
“a cog in a wheel”…
“Everyone from the groups that I am
part of deserves these sort of awards.”
His list of community activities is
exhausting just to read, but he told the
Diary being retired helps fit it all in.
“It is just a matter of prioritising —
you can either wear out or you can
rust out, and I would rather wear out.
“I am enjoying good health and I am
happy to keep going and giving back
to the community, because I feel like
I have been a recipient of the pleasure
of being part of various community
groups over many, many years.”
He says there are also a lot of
crossovers between the various
activities, such as the CFA and the
WCA’s Be Ready Warrandyte project.
“Also with the Birrarung Council,
there is the spirit that the WCA brings
to the care about the environment
and their passion about protecting
the Yarra River and that flows on to
my engagement with the Riverkeeper’s
Association and now to the Birrarung
Council.
“It is very exciting because it is ten
people in the Birrarung Council and
they are appointed by the government,

ALAN DUFFUS
“Alan Duffus has always loved
sport from a young age, especially
cricket and is known as a stalwart of
the South Warrandyte Cricket Club.
After retiring from the game in his
mid-twenties, Alan resumed playing
veterans cricket in 1990 and, at the
age of 77, he has played one match
in the Over 40s and one in the Over
60s this season.
He has played well in excess of 200
veterans games, notwithstanding the
number of senior games he played for
the South Warrandyte Cricket Club.
He has used his knowledge and
skills in the game by being active in
coaching and giving assistance to
Captains in junior cricket.
A Grand Final in Division 2 for
South Warrandyte in 1994 was a
special thrill for Alan.
He has been an administrative
coordinator for 25 years and served
in the Ringwood and District Cricket
Association committee for many
years.
He always says he was a decade
late as he started playing Over 40s
as a 52 year-old, Over 50s when he
was over 60, the only time he has
played veterans cricket in his own
age group was at 65 when he played
in the over 60s.
We hope to see you playing in the
Over 80s and 90s.”
Alan says he feels over-awed by the
award.

Glenice Le Riche

Warwick Leeson

“I was always one to help children,
when I had learnt a sport, I could
pass that on, and you don’t see this
[receiving an award] as something that
will happen,” he said.
Alan told the Diary he joined South
Warrandyte Cricket Club to start up a
veterans’ team in 1993/94.
“This is the first year I have not been
on the committee since that time.”
He was treasurer for 12 years in total,
with the last couple of years mentoring
a protégé.
“A young fellow who was doing his
accounting course and put his hand
up for doing the treasurers job, so I
looked after him for two years,” he said.
And he has also been a mentor on
the field.
“I really enjoyed coaching juniors,
including my grandson, he started in
the under 12s and went through.
“That was really beneficial because
you see young children start at one
stage and now they are playing in the
Seniors, in the 1s,” he said.
Before retirement, Alan worked at
the Australian Dairy Corporation as
an accountant.
“They did a test and came to the
conclusion that I was more an educator
than a figures man, so teaching falls
very easily,” he said.
“I have an eye for what people do
wrong, some people don’t like being
told, so I don’t press it, it is up to them if
they want to listen — the young usually
do, it is the older ones that don’t.”
Alan has recently taken up lawn
bowls and carried the same ethos with
him to that sport.
“I bowled with a young lass last
season who was 13 years old, and I
was bowling against her and I noticed
a fault in her backhand and I pointed
it out straight away — I was sorry I did
because she beat me!” he said.
Alan is a life member at South
Warrandyte Cricket Club and looks
forward to continuing his involvement
with the club, and is now also the
treasurer at Heathmont Bowls Club,
“I have always felt that you can benefit
a group by using your qualifications,
and so I have done several treasurer
stints,” he said.
Alan loves sport and says that it is not
just the physical aspect of sport that
keeps you young.
“I went there to play vets, but I still
played senior cricket, so I was involved
with young people, and I think that by
being involved with young people you
stay young yourself.”

Alan Duffus
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Polyglot Theatre returns to the festival
By CHERIE MOSELEN
SUPPORTED BY its Community
Partnership Grants Programme,
Manningham Council will present
Polyglot Theatres’ Boats at Warrandyte
Festival, March 22 – 24.
Set beside the Yarra River, artists
will lead children and families inside
large, lightweight boats (propelled by
a flurry of feet), working together as a
crew on their voyage across imaginary
high seas.
The interactive performance enables
participants to be at the heart of the
experience, engaging through touch
and play.
Polyglot Theatre is assisted by the
Australian Government through the
Australia Council, its arts funding
and advisory body, the Victorian
Government through Creative Victoria
and the City of Melbourne.
Collaborative partnerships that
trickle down to community are

“lifeblood” when it comes to the staging
of a complex event.
Importantly, Warrandyte Festival
maintains many close-knit
relationships.
Among them, Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House backs The
Grand Read; Scouts Warrandyte run
the festival’s giant waterslide and
Manningham and Nillumbik Councils,
Warrandyte Community Bank and
Quinton’s Supa IGA, donate regular
funding.
This support ensures not only the
festival’s annual occurrence, but helps
in maintaining its grassroots flavour.
“The essence of a strong community
is fed by the connection we have
with our friends and neighbours
and that includes the organisations
we work alongside of,” said a festival
spokesperson.
“Together, we celebrate endeavours,

weather difficult times and rise to meet
challenges with those whom we have
forged strong links with.
“Warrandyte is a special place
because of its strength of community
connectedness and you won’t find a
better place to see that in action than
at our festival each year.”
As well as the Polyglot journey,
Whitehorse Canoe Club will
provide river-related fun across
festival weekend, with displays and
demonstrations.
And if that doesn’t float your boat, a
variety of other events will.
With fabulous food and drink
available from 6pm on Friday, March
22, Warrandyte Film Feast’s evening of
short films and live music takes place
in The Lounge on the lower riverbank,
with the first film screening at 8pm.
Tickets are available for $20 at :
trybooking.com/ZWXQ

The 35th Rotary Art Show gets off
to a “bubbly” beginning, unveiling
its exhibition in the Warrandyte
Community Church on Friday, March
22, 7pm – 10pm — entry to the gala
opening costs $20 and includes food
and refreshments.
Heartbeats will surely spike over the
weekend, with the excitement of live
battles like Saturday’s Battle of the
Bands — in the new timeslot of 5pm
on the Main Stage — and Sunday’s Billy
Cart Derby.
And lovers of ABC network’s kids’
sustainability show dirtgirlworld will
not want to miss some Main Stage
musical magic on Sunday, March 24
at 1pm.
This year’s Grand Read — upstairs at
Warrandyte’s Grand Hotel on Tuesday
night, March 26 — features guest reader
Felix Nobis, Senior lecturer and Deputy
Head at the Centre for Theatre and

Performance at Monash University.
Trained as an actor and working
professionally for many years before
establishing an academic career,
Felix also works as a playwright and
presenter.
Hi s p e r f o r ma n c e s hav e b e e n
described as “enthralling” — which
means he will fit right in with the
regulars who keep Grand Read
audiences on the edge of their seats.
The town will be watching to see
which get-up best represents this year’s
festival theme “Stars of Warrandyte”
in Saturday morning’s Grand Parade.
And, just who will be the monarch
with the mostest?
Answers to this, your festival guide
and more in March’s Warrandyte Diary.
Keep up to date with other festival
news by visiting the Warrandyte
Festival website and Facebook page.

Courtesy of Manningham Council
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Art show supports emerging talent
By CHERIE MOSELEN
THIS YE AR marks the 35th art
show staged by the Rotary Club of
Warrandyte Donvale at Warrandyte
Festival, and the introduction of a
new category to promote emerging
artistic talent.
With approximately 500 paintings
exhibited — making it the largest
event of its kind in Manningham and
surrounding districts — the Rotary
Art Show provides a platform for both
professional and developing artists.
“Across the years there have been
some exceptional pieces exhibited and
underpinning these are many honest
paintings by emerging artists looking
to be recognised, who are sometimes
overshadowed by more experienced
artists,” Rotary Art Show spokesperson
Judy Hall told the Diary.
To assist those up-and-coming
artists, the art show committee has
announced the introduction of the new
category of “Emerging Artist”.
Organisers define an emerging artist
as a painter who has yet to win a major
award and who is still working and
learning with a recognised art teacher.
“There is no age constraint,” said
Judy.
“The category will be ‘by invitation
only’, with art teachers being asked to
nominate potential candidates, who
will be invited to enter three works:
a drawing of choice, a landscape
and a studio work such as a still

life or portrait.
“There will be three awards of $750
awarded by judges as a reflection of
the value of emerging artists within the
exhibition,” she said.
This inclusion of a new category
marks a proud tradition of growth
within the Rotary Art Show’s history.
Since its inception, the popular
event has been staged at a range of
venues such as schools, Warrandyte’s
Mechanics Institute Hall, and even in
a marquee on the banks of the Yarra
River.
For the past 10 years, it has been
situated in the Warrandyte Community
Church, resulting in a partnership
that benefits the club, the church
and the general community, and
which allows public viewing of the
art in more comfortable and spacious
surroundings.
Other changes include a more
streamlined on-line registration
process, which organisers say has
increased administration efficiency
all-round.
Funds raised from the Rotar y
Art Show contribute to the local
community, with an estimated
$300,000 being distributed over its
many productive years.
Recipients include families in
need, clubs, charities and various
community projects.
“We couldn’t put on this wonderful

show without the help of our major
sponsors, Warrandyte Community
Bank, Warrandyte Riverside Market
and Beasley’s Nursery, as well as the
many local businesses who support the
production of the art show’s catalogue,”
said Judy.
“The introduction of this category
will allow audiences to collect genuine
new paintings at reasonable prices,”
continued Judy.
“I speak on behalf of everyone at
Rotary when I say that we would
love for the local art community
to get behind this initiative to give
emerging artists from Warrandyte and
its surrounds the opportunity to shine.”
For full details about this award
and other information about the
Rotary Art Show, visit the club website
at warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
Details of Rotary Art Show at
Warrandyte Community Church on
festival weekend, as follows:
Opening night: Friday, March 22,
7pm – 10pm, $20
Weekend opening:
Saturday, March 23, 9am – 6pm,
$5
Sunday, March 24, 9am – 4pm, $5
Note: Programme included in ticket
price.
Artists and teachers interested
in supporting this award email:
studioartist@optusnet.com.au

2018 Winning Painting
Harbour, Staithes, UK by Julian Bruere
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Eel Harvest and Inter-clan Business Season
Birrarung stories
By JIM POULTER
BEGINNING IN mid-February each
year and lasting about four weeks, Eel
Harvest Season was a most important
time.
People travelled from distant inland
areas to the coastal rivers to participate,
so it was also an opportune time to
conduct inter-clan business.
This included justice issues, dispute
resolution, marriage planning, and
deciding on the burning-off schedule
that began in mid-April.
Summer Solstice effectively begins
the Aboriginal year on December 22 so
the Eel Harvest and Inter-clan Business
Season occupied the third lunar month,
from February 16 to March 13.
The flowering of casuarinas and late
summer storms effectively marked the
end of this eel harvest and inter-clan
business period in mid-March.
Eel harvest takes place when mature
ten to thirty-year-old eels begin
migrating downstream in southern
rivers.

They make their way to the ocean and
swim all the way to the Great Barrier
Reef to spawn.
Being much smaller than female eels,
male eels cannot swim as fast, so their
migration starts two weeks earlier.
Male eels were not hunted, but their
migration is the sign to send messages
out to gather in two weeks when the
female migration will begin.
Each female eel lays about two
million eggs so not many have to make
it through.
However, all the males are required
to fertilize the eggs so are not hunted.
After hatching the small glass eels
migrate all the way back down the east
coast to the coastal rivers.
With the impending arrival of
guests from other clans, the local
hosts ensured that other foods were
abundantly available.
Kangaroo stocks from the nearby
firestick maintained paddocks and
possum stocks from the nearby
woodland copses were culled.
The carcasses were then stored in
smoke houses to be ready for the
arrival of guests.
Grass seeds to make damper were

also harvested and stored in kangaroo
skin bags ready for use by guests.
Stocks of freshwater mussels were
also stored in damp earth pits.
All along southern rivers such as
the Yarra, Aboriginal aquaculture
engineering such as eel and fish traps
abounded, but many of these works
were invisible to European eyes.
In my very first article I talked about
how Aboriginal people had, for aeons,
principally through fire, carefully
managed the environment.
Many of the colonists commented
that the whole country: “looked like
an English gentleman’s estate”, but
mistakenly believed that this was the
“natural” state of affairs.
Sometimes though, the engineering
works were so obvious that they had to
be acknowledged.
For instance when John Batman
arrived in Port Phillip from Tasmania
in May 1835 and explored what is now
known as Hovell’s Creek, he noted the
fishtraps in his diary.
“The walls were built of stones about
four feet high, and well done and well
planned out.”
M o s t l y h o w e v e r, A b o r i g i n a l

technology was so blended into the
environment it just wasn’t seen.
Take the riverfront area of the
Warrandyte township for instance, this
was originally a three hundred metre
long Woiwurung aquaculture area.
The locations of fish traps, eel traps,
freshwater mussel farms and yabby
farms is still quite apparent today,
if you actually know what you are
looking at.
If you stand on the Warrandyte
Bridge and look east upriver, you will
see rock formations across the river
marking the start of the rapids area.
This was where the eel traps operated
during the eel migration period in late
February and early March.
The natural rock formations were
enhanced by placing stones to channel
the eels into races where they were
caught in woven eel traps.
The children had great fun catching
by hand and beaching any eels that
escaped the traps.
The area underneath the bridge
was also where the Aboriginal travel
route (Songline) crossed the river
and continued along the ridgeline to
Kangaroo Ground.

Aborigines had been pushed into the
background, treated like livestock and
were being left behind the progress
that all other Australians enjoyed.
On this day in 1938, the Day of
Mourning, this group of Aborigines
reflected on the 150 years of their
country being taken away from them,
being pushed into the margins of
society and history, and denigrated
as hopeless
And in reflecting the past, they
demanded a different future.
Their declaration is decent and
moral.
“We, representing THE
AB ORIGIN E S OF AUST R ALIA ,
assembled in conference at the
Australian Hall, Sydney, on the

26th day of January, 1938, this
being the 150th anniversary of the
Whiteman’s seizure of our country,
HEREBY MAKE PROTEST, against
the callous treatment of our people by
the whitemen during the 150 years,
AND WE APPEAL to the Australian
nation of today to make new laws for
the education and care of Aborigines,
we ask for a new policy which will
raise our people TO FULL CITIZEN
STATUS and EQUALITY WITHIN
THE COMMUITY.”
As we today hear those words we
have the opportunity to reflect on a
history that we are yet to properly
acknowledge, and to consider whether
there is another valid view of the
meaning of January 26.

Now looking west from the bridge,
the rapids area you see was often
adjacent to freshwater mussel farms.
Mussels were a staple part of the
Aboriginal diet, and before the spring
floods the mussels were collected in
their hundreds.
They were then taken to places above
the flood line and stored in earthen pits
for later use
Once the soil is on top of them, the
mussels go into suspended animation
and stay fresh in these “refrigerators”
for up to two years.
There is clear evidence that these
mussel farms were indeed along this
stretch of the river in Warrandyte,
because middens (high piles of shells)
were observed there by early settlers.
Near Police Street is another rapids
area and Songline crossing, followed
by some deepwater areas.
These deep areas were maintained
as breeding ponds for blackfish and
yabbies, as well as sheltering areas
for eels.
During Summer a lot of duck-diving
would be undertaken by Aboriginal
people in these deep areas to remove
any rocks swept into them.

One discordant note
By DAVID LIVINGSTONE
THERE ARE MANY great things about
going to Bruce Davidson’s place on
Australia Day, not least of which is
the reading of classic poems and the
telling of little known but important
Australian stories.
Bruce invites guests to participate,
and this year it was my turn:
A group of Aborigines met in 1938
to protest against the celebration of
European settlement of Australia.
Their plea to be heard was derided in
an editorial at the time as a “discordant
note”.
Taking reference from this event, this
is what I shared with gathering:
There is currently a popular narrative
around Australia Day, including its
name and the date on which it is held.
That narrative is typically that
Australia Day and its date is an historic
tradition; one that is deeply invested
in Australia’s history, and important
to the telling of that history.
The corollary of that proposition is
that the protests against Australia Day
are of recent origin, and designed to
denigrate or rewrite the historic truth
Australia Day represents.
But what if the opposite was true?
What if Australia Day is the new
comer, and the protests held on this
day are long established and historic,
and based on historic fact that has
systematically been marginalised in
the telling of our history?
It is unsettling to have established
notions challenged.
But where they are wrong, it is
important to do so.
In this context I want to talk briefly
about a gathering in Sydney that
took place 81 years ago, on the
150th anniversary of the settlement
of Sydney.
So let us journey back to that time,
January 26, 1938, at the Australian
Hall, Elizabeth Street, Sydney, where

approximately 100 Aborigines have
gathered.
The setting in Sydney was a gala
celebration of the 150th anniversary,
but the 100 people of the Aboriginal
Progressive Association were not part
of that celebration.
They were there to protest.
But they weren’t there to protest
against Australia Day, because it
wasn’t called that then.
It was only in 1994 that January 26
was declared Australia Day.
No, 56 years before it was called
Au s t ra l i a D ay , t h e Ab o r i g i n a l
Progressive Association called January
26 the “Day of Morning”.
The essence of their protest was the
fate they had endured since the arrival
of the whiteman.
Dispossession, attempted genocide,
assimilation and marginalisation were
the collective experience of Aborigines
in their own country.
On this day in 1938, the plight of
Aborigines was dire, as it had been for
the proceeding 150 years — denied
citizenship, often subjected to slavelike work conditions, forced separation
o f f a m i l i e s a n d c o m m u n i t i e s,
confinement to settlements governed
by arbitrary laws, and with limited
access to health care, education and
sometimes, even food.
And so on this day in 1938, the
100 Aborigines in Australian Hall
declared that was enough, and the
human dignity of Aborigines had to
be respected.
It was a determinedly political
statement — one of the first strongly
political actions taken by a people who
were still 29 years away from being
recognised Australians with the rights
of citizens in their own country — and
decades before Rosa Parks and Martin
Luther King Jnr and the civil rights
movement that sprung up in other
parts of the world.
T h e g a t h e r i n g d e c l a re d t h a t
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Above: The iconic image of the
1938 Day of Mourning.
Left to right, William Ferguson,
Jack Kinchela, Isaac Ingram, Doris
Williams, Esther Ingram, Arthur
Williams, Phillip Ingram, Louisa
Agnes Ingram holding daughter
Olive Ingram, Jack Patten. The
young man standing directly
behind Mrs Ingram is unknown.
(Image courtesy the State Library
of New South Wales)
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Agapanthus: a weed by any other name
gardening
By KATHY GARDINER
OK, I AM GOING to be controversial
today.
I am writing my article about
agapanthus and I know some of you
will be crossing two forefingers at
me when you hear their name — but
hear me out.
Agapanthus also called “Lily of
the Nile” or “Star of Bethlehem” are
actually a wonderful plant for any
garden.
Especially with the dry weather that
we face over the summer.
We have had temperatures in the 40s
and yet the simple agapanthus flower
stands tall and proud.
A galaxy of shining stars in the
garden asking for little or no extra
water or care to battle through.
They are a beautiful, tough and longflowering plant.
They are suited to all conditions.
They will survive in a water logged
area or the driest bit of stony dirt.
Their thick root system can be used
to stop erosion.
The flowers spring up seemingly
overnight around Christmas and last
until Warrandyte Festival weekend.
They provide great mid-height
interest in the garden though the
new varieties are beautiful to line a
garden path.

Mass planting makes an imposing
sight in a border.
Sometimes though the strappy
bright green leaves are too stark a
contrast to the greys and greens of the
Australian bush.
New varieties range from little
border plants to giant plants that are
as tall as me.
Beautiful names like Purple Cloud,
Snowball, Silver Baby, Black Panther,
Tall Blue, Queen Mum, Peter Pan,
Glenavon, Twister, Stormcloud, Blue
Velvet, White Heaven, Perpetual
Peace adorn the nametags on pots in
local nurseries (though FOWSP will
never have them and we would never
expect them to).
They can be grown as a fire-retardant
barrier to your house.
They WILL burn, but if you have ever
thrown them on a bonfire you will see
that they do not burn easily and cause
billows of smoke to appear
They are a beautiful border along
our long Warrandytian driveways,
welcoming us when we get home like
soldiers at attention.
If you try to kill them — it is virtually
impossible.
Most of them need to be dug from
the ground and all roots removed,
otherwise they will regrow.
Pour boiling water on them…
poison… burn them… nothing.
They will regrow.
They need to be protected from
frosts otherwise the leaves will turn
brown and mushy.

But they will recover quickly.
They can be grown in pots —
huge pots with multiple plants look
amazing.
The flowers are bird attracting and
the bees love them too.
Honeyeaters and pardalotes put
their long beaks into the elongated
flowers.
You can share them with neighbours
— and you can often get them for free.
They also come in double varieties
if you are lucky enough to find them.
Weed free, sterile or near-sterile
varieties like Snowstorm, Snowball
and tall Black Panther (up to 1.5mH)
are all beautiful alternatives to the
normal blue or white ones.
Agapanthus of any variety (sterile
or not) should, no MUST, be
deadheaded.
I cannot stress that enough.
EVERY seed disposed of.
You need to be responsible — this is
the only way I condone the planting
of new agapanthus in Warrandyte.
Agapanthus seeds are not spread
by birds but are spread by the seeds
falling on the ground below the plant.
If you deadhead the stalks as soon
as the flowers wilt I will let you plant
them.
If you do not, or know that you have
no time for the maintenance required
in deadheading, you should not plant
them.
Just move along and find another
alternative.

“.. some people dig agapanthuses from their gardens
and others with poison their green foliage destroy
But the agapanthus have roots that are deep and hardy
And they grow again for they do not easily die.
But some gardeners they love their agapanthus
What to one is a flower to another is a weed
And of all the plants and flowers that bloom in summer
The agapanthus one of the hardier breed”
by Francis Duggan
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Colourful bugs, but good or bad?
nature
Words & photos by LINDA ROGAN
STINK BUG, shield bug, assassin bug
are all unglamorous names.
Their eye-catching colours may be a
warning to birds.
“Don’t eat me, I’m poison, I taste bad,
I’m dangerous.”
While some of these insects may look
like beetles, they are all true bugs, two
things give them away.
Beetles have mandibles which are a
pair of biting or crushing mouth parts
and also solid forewings called elytra.
All true bugs have tubular sucking
mouthparts and forewings with a
thickened base and a membranous tip.
The young of true bugs look similar to
small adults and may be very colourful.
Do the sucking mouthparts mean
trouble for our gardens?
The answer varies with the species.
Horehound bug
As the common name implies these
orange and black bugs are often
found clustered on the introduced
horehound plant, which is an herb of
Europe and Asia, thought by some to
have medicinal qualities.
In southern Australia, the plant is
considered a serious weed in pastures
and crops and it spreads rapidly
crowding out native plants so it is both

an agricultural and an environmental
weed.
As this sucking bug thrives
on horehound, does that make it
beneficial?
Perhaps it is in theory but in practice
the bug does little to reduce any
serious weed infestations.
Dodonaea bug
This red and green bug can be quite
variable in colour being the brightest
red immediately after moulting with
the colour fading on exposure to the
air.
It is usually found near sticky hopbushes (Dodonaea viscosa).
This is because its main food appears
to be the seed of this native plant.
Fo r t u n a t e l y s t i c k y h o p - b u s h
produces enormous quantities of
seeds so it seems little harm is done.
It takes a combination of high
temperatures and sunshine for the
bugs to emerge from their dormant
period so we should be seeing more
of them in February.
Adults are dormant over winter from
May till November.
Metallic jewel bug
This green and orange shield bug
may look like a beetle but it is another
true bug.
It is commonly found sheltering in
groups of 10 – 20 in leaf litter or under
bark, particularly around the bases of
native trees.
The front and side margins of the

Orange assassin bug on sweet bursaria

thorax and two spots on the upper
surface of the body are bright red or
orange.
It does feed on vegetative growth, as
well as on fruits, so it could damage
native figs and fruit trees.
Its beautiful colouring gives it a
passport into my garden although it
has only occasionally been seen there.
Orange assassin bug
This bug stands out from the others in
that instead of feeding on plant juices,
it uses its dagger-like mouthpart to
suck the juices out of caterpillars and
other soft bodied insects.
Perhaps I should be collecting and
releasing them into my herb garden.
The mint and parsley are suffering
again this year from too many “very
hungry” caterpillars.
For gardeners, this one really is a
beneficial insect.
All of these bugs and more may be
found around Warrandyte so keep
your eyes open.
Beyond bugs
The very dry winter followed by
limited but helpful rains in spring and
early summer is having a marked effect
on the wildlife large and small.
More birds are seen at the bird baths
and possums, roos and echidnas are
being seen close to our homes.
They are likely in search of water and
perhaps a bit of shade so be sure to
keep some available.

Dodonaea bug searching for shelter

2019: Time for a climate resolution?
green edge
By CHARLOTTE STERRETT
WarrandyteCAN
THE START of the New Year brings
fresh hope, potential and the promise
of good deeds.
It is a chance to slip out of the
shackles of the past 12 months, shake
up some old habits — and get started
on some new ones.
If the past year has left you feeling
frustrated, infuriated and keen to
push for climate change action make
2019 the year you throw some climate
change resolutions into the mix.
Hungry for ideas?
Here are our top five picks from
the Climate Council’s climate action
toolkit:
Make your vote a climate vote
2019 is a Federal election year in
Australia — and a chance to make a
real impact on climate change.
Contact your Member of Parliament
(MP) and let them know that climate
change will be an election-deciding
issue for you.
For Menzies this is Kevin Andrews.
You could do this by attending
WarrandyteCAN’s #Fridays4Future
protests (every Friday at 4pm outside
his office), calling his office or writing
him a letter.
Install rooftop solar,
or switch to green energy
Tw o m i l l i o n ( a n d c o u n t i n g )

Australians are now harnessing the
power of the sun to reduce their
greenhouse gas pollution and take
control of their power bills, by installing
rooftop solar.
And when paired with battery
storage, rooftop solar can deliver clean,
reliable, renewable power 24/7.
Alternatively, if you’re not in a
position to purchase solar panels, you
could consider making the switch
to a clean energy provider, who will
purchase renewable energy on your
behalf.
This is also a great way to bring down
greenhouse gas pollution and invest in
renewable energy.
Check out the Green Electricity
Guide at: bit.ly/2G9QiJm for help
picking a provider.
Move your money, so it doesn’t
support the fossil fuel industry
Do you know where your personal
finances are invested?
Many banks, super funds and share
portfolios invest in fossil fuel projects.
Making informed choices about
where to invest your hard-earned
cash, will put pressure on financial
institutions to do better.
And thankfully, there are a lot of
options out there for banks and super
funds that support renewable energy
and the environment.
To find out where your bank stands
see: bit.ly/2HB9twp.
To find what future your super is
funding see: superswitch.org.au/
Change the way you travel
Transport accounts for 18% of
Australia’s greenhouse gas pollution,

adding 100 million tonnes to the
atmosphere every year.
On emissions, transport is second
only to electricity.
While a credible national policy is
needed to tackle transport emissions,
there are actions you can take to
reduce your transport emissions,
including: avoiding unnecessary
travel, especially air travel; choosing
cleaner alternatives to car travel;
and encouraging your workplace to
support cleaner transport.
Join the movement to
Stop Adani’s mega-mine
Adani’s coal mine will contribute to
cooking our climate, wrecking our reef
and draining our water.
We must #StopAdani and move
beyond coal.
We would love you to join us (join our
local Warrandyte group or one of the
other 160 local #StopAdani groups).
Our national movement so far has
stopped public and private funding
to the mine.
Every month we hold peaceful
protests, meet with politicians, send
letters and postcards to MPs, door
knock our local community, attend
local markets, and hold trainings and
film/information nights.
There is an activity for everyone and
all are welcome!
Charlotte Sterrett is a member of
local climate change action group
WarrandyteCAN. If you would like to
become a climate change hero, join us.
We are on Facebook at: WarrandyteCAN

Horehound bugs on weedy horehound
Metallic jewel beetle in hand
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Ebony (10) and Chloe (4) check out pictures
and story about their grandparents Tom and Penny Kerkhof
in Bill McAuley’s new book Warrandyte Treasures.

Shirley Rotherham

Marjorie Beecham
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New book is a treasury of memories
By CHERIE MOSELEN
A COLLECTION of articles originally
printed as a series in the Diary, Our
Living Treasures, is now available as a
new compilation book.
Warrandyte Treasures brings a taste of
orchard apples from yesteryear, an afterglow of evenings spent in the Grand
Hotel’s Bali Hai room and a reminder
of the fires and floods that brought out
the community’s best during the worst
of times.
Produced by award winning
photographer and Warrandyte resident
Bill McAuley, this coffee table book
honours local citizens with an engaging
story to tell.
Books such as this are vital food for
future generations, family tales being
the ancestral breadcrumbs we follow
in search of identity.
Bill McAuley understands this, having
come back to the place where he grew
up — a place that has been home to his
family for more than 160 years.
Today, Bill swims regularly in the
Yarra with his dogs, connected to the
elements and his childhood memories
of “running gloriously free in the river
valley”.
To see his image of nephew Sam
McAuley, jumping from a giant rock
into the river — “no ordinary rock;
Warrandyte’s famous diving rock”
— is to feel the unadulterated joys of
youth, the luck of having the Yarra at
your doorstep and the importance of
“keeping alive the family relationship
with a sacred place”.
Written with affection, this collection
of stories celebrates folk whose love of
their community is keenly reflected
within it.
Brave and determined people, like
larger-than-life CFA chief and part-pub
owner, Greg Kennedy.
And Bev Hanson, the “environmental
crusader” who saved local assets from
landscaping she knew to be “completely
un-Warrandyte”.
People like Hugh McSpedden, the
first in Australia to cover buildings
with imagery: an artistic genius who
has provided visionary creations for
Warrandyte Festival for more than 30
years.
Printed on satin-like pages, the book’s
portrait photos are as rich as the stories
themselves.
It is easy to respect the “art” of
photography when the talent behind
the camera is real.
A cadet photographer at The Age in
1969, Bill learnt to develop film and print
photos in the newspaper’s darkroom
and for the next 40 years, worked out
of publications in Melbourne, Sydney,

London and Canberra.
Classing his work as “good” is like
rating an Australian summer as “warm”.
Bill’s photos illuminate his subjects,
hypnotising us into believing we can
sense something of their internal
mysteries.
A prime example is his strong portrait
of Cathy Freeman, taken while she was
in training for the 1994 Commonwealth
Games.
It is both that of a free spirit and a
young Indigenous Australian woman
who no longer simply carries her
running shoes to the track, but also the
burden of Australia’s expectations.
Add to that, Bill managed to capture
Cathy’s unassuming beauty, and
the evocative power of this image
— currently hanging in the National
Portrait Gallery in Canberra — still
endures.
As former Diary editor Scott Podmore
aptly states in the book’s foreword, Bill’s
photos “come with emotions and that’s
always been his promise as a master
lensman”.
The 26 “hero shots” featured in this
book also tug at the heartstrings.
Alongside them are historical photos
of the luminaries that have shaped
Warrandyte’s sporting dreams, tended
its gardens and made art inspired by
its beauty.
Some have passed on now, but
Warrandyte Treasures holds them dear.
During a recent conversation, Bill
recommended Xavier Herbert’s Poor
Fellow My Country, a foundation novel
about Australia, acknowledged by
many to have been written by a great
storyteller.
I shared with him the NZ Maori
concept of foundation, turangawaewae,
which means, one’s place to stand.
Warrandyte Treasures pairs Bill
McAuley’s love of “gold, stone and the
river” — his place to stand — with his
ability to write core stories well.
Best nab a copy before they run out.
Warrandyte Treasures is available for
$35 at Warrandyte Historical Society,
Quinton’s IGA or contact Bill McAuley:
0412 510 019, billymc0905@hotmail.com
Come meet the author
Warrandyte Historical Society is
hosting a “Meet the Author” and book
signing afternoon on Sunday, February
17 between 2pm and 4pm at the
museum, 111 Yarra Street, Warrandyte.
Bill McAuley will sign books for both
new purchasers and existing, and talk
about the “treasures” themselves.
Please note: This event will be cancelled
in the event of a Fire Ban Day or Severe,
Extreme or Code Red warning.

Photos: BILL MCAULEY

Tom Bone

Ron Day

Tommy Kerkhoff

18 Warrandyte Diary

FEBRUARY 2019

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

what’s on
Event: Yves Gaget ceramic workshop
When: Monday, February 25, 10am – 5pm
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
Info:
Tickets: $150
Yves will demonstrate various making
techniques and show images. This will
be followed by a hands on workshop for
all those interested in ceramics, from
beginners to professional. There will be a
break in the middle for lunch and coffee/
tea etc. Materials provided. Book online at
trybooking.com/BACBF.

Event: 	Too-roo-dun Exhibition
— Opening Celebration
When: 	Daily, 9am – 5pm
until Friday, March 29
Where: 	Maroondah Federation Estate
Gallery, 32 Greenwood Ave,
Ringwood
Info:
A unique exhibition celebrating the
bunyip. Opening celebration is 6pm – 7:30pm
on Thursday, February 7.
Event: 	Jo Pearson and the Pearl River
Ramblers
Where: 	Night Owl,
Goldfields Plaza courtyard
When: Friday, February 8, 7pm till late
Info:
Come and join Jo and her band for
another great night of music.
Event: 	Family Movie Night — How to Train
Your Dragon: The Hidden World
When: Friday, February 8, 6pm – 10:30pm
Where: Coleman Park, South Warrandyte
Info:
Pre-Show entertainment from 6pm.
Tickets: $7. Kids under 2 free. Tickets available
from the venue on the night.

WARRANDYTE
GLASS

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron
Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Event: Jazz in the Park (Ringwood Lake)
When: 	Friday, February 15,
6:30pm – 9:30pm
Where: 	Ringwood Lake Park, 168
Maroondah Highway, Ringwood
Info:
Pack your picnic and head to the lake
for an evening of classic jazz from Melbourne
bands. Free family activities from 6:30pm.
www.maroondah.vic.gov.au
Event:
When:

Aussie Rock Party
Friday, February 15,
8:30pm – 11:30pm
Where: Grand Hotel Warrandyte
Info:
Be part of the classic Aussie music
night. www.grandhotelwarrandyte.com
Event: Art by Twilight
When: Saturday, February 16, 5pm – 8pm
Where: 	Heide Museum of Modern Art,
7 Templestowe Road, Bulleen
Info:
See Mirka Mora: Pas de Deux —
Drawings and Dolls after hours with live music.
Tickets from $10. BYO picnic or enjoy a light
meal at Café Heide. www.heide.com.au
Event: 	Garden Party at Rob Dolan Wines
and The Farm Yarra Valley
When: Sunday, February 17, 11am – 5pm
Where: Rob Dolan Wines, South Warrandyte
Info:
Free event. Bring a picnic rug and
enjoy good wine, food and entertainment
in one of Melbourne’s finest locations.
www.robdolanwines.com.au
Event: 	Melbourne Harmony Chorus –
Open Night
When: Monday, February 18, 7:30pm
Where: 	Ss. Peter & Paul Church Hall,
23 Leeds Streets, Doncaster East
Info:
Roger on 9898 6014 or Andrew on
0418 603 673 www.melbournaires.com.
Men who like to sing are invited to see and
hear the Melbournaires chorus and quartets
and learn a new song together.

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC

A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!

Event: 	Declutter Workshop with Eco
Organiser Tanya Lewis
When: Thursday, February 21,
6:30pm – 8pm
Where: 	Maroondah Federation Estate,
32 Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood
Info:
Come along to learn how easy it is
to reduce, reuse, recycle and make life simpler.
Bookings essential. Call 9703 5288.

Event: Yarra Valley VIEW Club Lunch
When: Tuesday, February 26, 12pm
Where: Yering Meadows Golf Club
Info:
Wendy: 0438 625 556 Bookings
essential. This month’s speaker is Mary Anne
Bennie on “keeping historical records”.

Event: 	Eltham Jazz, Food & Wine Festival
2019
When: Weekend of February 23/24
Where: 1 Commercial Place, Eltham
Info:
This free festival is held across five
stages. www.elthamjazz.com.au
Event: Sundays on the Terrace
When: Sunday, February 24, 12pm – 6pm
Where: Grand Hotel Warrandyte
Info:
Free event. Enjoy an afternoon
listening to Molly Sheehan between 3 – 6pm.
Event: 	Riding for the Disabled
Warrandyte Family Bushdance
When: 	Sunday, February 24,
3:30pm – 7:30pm
Where: 	RDA Warrandyte,
84 Husseys Lane, Warrandyte
Info:
Bring the family to be part of an
afternoon of boot scootin’ fun for a good
cause. Pre-purchase a picnic platter or BYO
picnic. Tickets $5 for kids and $15 adults.
www.rdav.asn.au

Event: 	Friends of Warrandyte State Park
Nursery
When: March 2, 9am – 2pm
Where: 	FOWSP Nursery, Pound Bend
Road, Warrandyte State Park
Info:
1300 764 422
Event: Kianh Foundation Fundraiser
When: Sunday, March 3, 4pm – 7pm
Where: 	St Stephen’s Anglican Warrandyte,
River Garden, Stiggant Street
Info:
Enjoy a relaxing afternoon with
entertainment and hear from the founder
and director of the Foundation, a school
changing lives for those with a disability in
central Vietnam. Tickets $5 on the door (kids
are free). Pizzas and refreshments for sale or
BYO picnic.
Event: Take 5 at Rob Dolan Wines
When: Monday, March 11, 12pm – 4pm
Where: 	Rob Dolan Wines, 21 Delaneys
Road, Warrandyte
Info:
Tickets $123.
www.melbournefoodandwine.com.au.
Sit back and enjoy a plant -based menu with
paired wines as part of the Melbourne Food
& Wine Festival.

International Women’s Day
Event: 	International Women’s Day
Breakfast – Meredith Gaston
When: Friday, March 8, 7:15am – 9am
Where: 	Karralyka Centre, Mines Road,
Ringwood East.
Info:
Celebrate International
Women’s Day at this year’s breakfast
event. Tickets $22. www.maroondah.vic.
gov.au
Event: 	He Named Me Malala — Gala
fundraising screening
When: Friday, March 8, 7pm
Where: 	Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House
Info:
Tickets: Adults $16;
13– 18 years $10. Book online
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.
org.au or call 9844 1839.
Celebrate International Women’s day
by joining us for a gala screening of
He Named Me Malala at Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House.

The story of Malala Yousafzai, who at 14
was shot in the head by the Taliban for
promoting girl’s education, survived and
went on to become the youngest ever
Nobel laureate.
$10 from each ticket will go to the Malala
Foundation to support its work bringing
education to girls around the world.
“On average the poorest girls spend only
three years in school.
Girls have faced violence for trying to go
to school in 70 countries.”
https://www.malala.org

Warrandyte Diary What’s On guide would not be possible without
the contribution from the In Your Backyard Facebook Group.
For more events across the Yarra Valley, visit In Your Backyard
on Facebook, search for @IYBinyourbackyard

12–14 Blair Street, Warrandyte 9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

5th AnnivEARsary Celebration
Eye Examinations Bulk Billed

30% off all Sunglasses
including
OAKLEY • OROTON • MAUI JIM

Mon to Thu 9 to 5.30•Fri 9 to 7•Sat 9 to 1
Ph 9844 4422 warrandyte@eyeson.com.au
Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte

Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

We’ve been helping hundreds of happy locals with
their ears and hearing health for 5 years now

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

You can enjoy hearing your very best too
Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic

Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte
www.ivoryhearing.com.au
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be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Safe passage

Traffic tribulation

Dear Diary,
Have I missed something?
How could this be?
Why would ‘improved bridgework’ overlook the need for pedestrian
crossings on Yarra Street where bridge traffic turns onto Yarra Street,
or Yarra Street traffic turns onto the bridge?
Why isn’t there a zebra crossing to provide safe passage for our most
valued?
What? Huh? Pardon?
Without one, traffic does not care, or feel compelled to stop for the
hundreds of children navigating their way across Yarra Street to walk
across the Yarra, or from one bus stop to another.
Come on, we have all seen cars ignore children waiting to cross safely,
bent under the weight of backpacks.
Our children travel to and from school during morning and afternoon
peak, five days a week and must cross Yarra Street. My own son
included.
Traffic must be reminded to stop for them.
What a lost opportunity.
What a ridiculous oversight.
What an ugly, unfriendly design.
Who will take responsibility for an outcome which could so easily
have improved peak-hour traffic behaviour?
Shh, hang on, listen.., oh no, sorry... it was 2000kg’s of twin cab ute
accelerating onto the bridge, not an apology.
Regressive, yet predictable, jejune.
Engineers, Councillors, VicRoads, somebody, fix it.
Helen Moppert
Pigtail Hill, Warrandyte

Dear Diary,
I’m writing to you in frustration at the continual heavy congestion
leading into Warrandyte now.
I have lived in Warrandyte for 22 years and have never experienced
this traffic congestion that we have seen build up and escalate over
the last 12 months
Even with the bridge extension “finished”, on Tuesday night at 5.30pm
I experienced one of the worst.
I work in Dandenong and travel the Eastlink to Ringwood then the
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road home crossing the bridge to KG Road.
2–3 years ago I would leave Dandenong South and arrive in
Ringwood in 15–20 minutes.
I would then enjoy an easy flowing traffic drive from Ringwood to
Warrandyte.
The last 12–18 months we all know that from 4:30pm weekdays the
traffic is back towards Ringwood back past the South Warrandyte
Shell Service station.
From The Shell to KG now takes 30min!!
There has been an obvious increase in heavy commercial trucks in
the area — possibly cutting through the back way via KG Road to
the Ring Road??
Tuesday, January 15 was the worst I’d seen.
Incoming Warrandyte traffic was stopped back past Falconer Road.
I was impatient and drove up Falconer Road with traffic backed all
the way to Knees Road.
Once I hit Harris Gully it was also stopped.
45 minute ride home from South Warrandyte to North Warrandyte.
We need a mouth to make this public and I once enjoyed living in
Warrandyte — now the daily drive home is a nightmare!
Kind Regards
Dave Tucker
Kruses Road, North Warrandyte

Photo: DAVID HOGG

two birds

Terrific tradies

Inappropriate behaviour
Dear Diary,
Yesterday I was walking east of Warrandyte Market when a woman
abruptly approached and spat on me.
She said something like “get out of here, people hate you”, and walked
away.
I was deeply shaken and will be making a police report.
I don’t know what caused this incident, but suspect it’s to do with the
victimisation and defamation I’ve experienced since an incident that
occurred in early 2018, which resulted in my son being assaulted and
my family being ostracised.
When I couldn’t fairly resolve the issue with [the group], I submitted a
complaint to the Victorian Human Rights Commission and to VCAT,
which is expected to come up for a hearing shortly.
I feel I’ve no choice now but to publicly discuss what occurred,
although I’ve not spoken much about it before… because I was trying
to protect my son’s privacy.
Since my son was hurt and I decided to stand up for our rights, I’ve lost
many good friends in Warrandyte, and my excellent local reputation
has been trashed.
I run a business which operates locally, write in the mainstream media,
work as a volunteer tirelessly on local issues including saving animals
from bushfire and value my impeccable standing in this community
very highly, so this has all been devastating personally as well as
terribly damaging for my son.
I’ve done nothing of which I’ve been accused and am being victimised
only because I’ve dared to stand up for a vulnerable and extremely
unwell young man.
In essence, I’m being punished for politely asking for justice.
Being spat on yesterday was the culmination of this disgusting
behaviour, and I don’t intend to tolerate it quietly any longer.
Jennie Hill
Warrandyte
This letter has been edited for legal reasons - Eds

CYRIL

and a barrow

Dear Diary
Not everyone was happy with the thought of a bridge upgrade
and over time many complained and vented their anger on social
media and at the hapless traffic controllers and personnel trying
to do their job.
Personally, I feel the bridge team should be congratulated with a big
thumbs up on their patience with cranky motorists; the enormous
effort they made in finishing things off before the festive season and
leaving the surrounds in such a neat and tidy state with everything
fully functional!
Elise Berry
Nth Warrandyte

Local markets
Eltham Farmers Market
Every Sunday
9am – 1pm
Eltham Town Hall,
Arthur Street, Eltham
Park Orchards Market
Saturday, February 16
9am – 1pm
Park Orchards Primary,
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,
Park Orchards
Eltham Craft and Produce
Market
Sunday, February 17
8:30am – 1pm
Alistair Knox Park,
Eltham

Wonga Park Farmers
Market
Saturday, February 23
9am – 2pm
Wonga Park Primary,
41 Dudley Road, Wonga Park

GARDENING

specialising in natural Australian gardens

0488 994 669

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

Andrew John
Managing Director

‘We cover all areas of painting and decorating’
p: 0412 765 210 e: fwpd10@gmail.com
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

Eltham Farmers’ Market
Food Swap
Sunday, February 24
9:30am – 10:30am
Eltham Town Hall,
Arthur Street, Eltham
Warrandyte
Riverside Market
Saturday, March 2
8am – 1pm
Stiggants Reserve

By PAUL WILLIAMS

DIARY MINI ADS
CHAUFFURED TR ANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.
PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au
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“If they can do it, why can’t I?”
By JO FRENCH
LOCAL SURFACE design and textiles
artist, Penny Meddings, has been
“dabbling” in her art for more than 10
years, and for the most part has kept
her work to herself, until now.
Some of her work is currently on
display in Warran Glen Café, and an
Instagram account provides continued
encouragement from her followers.
Penny spoke to the Diary about
getting to the point of sharing her work
beyond family and friends.
“I never wanted to make money
[from my art], I never felt compelled
until I saw other people doing things
and selling things and I thought, ‘mine
is equally as good as that’. ”
Penny paused for a moment before
she added, “And then I thought, ‘Why
can this person do it and why can’t I?’”

Social media was the prompt and
the platform she needed, and Penny
says the unlimited inspiration and
encouragement from friends on
Instagram gave her the courage to
step out and take a chance.
“People were asking if I had a website
and could they buy [my work] and I
just laughed.
“I said ‘send me the email address, I
will send you the file and you do what
you like – get it printed’, I didn’t care.”
Eventually it dawned on Penny that
people actually liked her work, and
were not just being good friends.
“I made lots of sales to people I
know, but then there was one sale to a
complete stranger who saw my work
on Instagram and liked it enough to
[pay for it] and that felt so good.”
Penny then parked her creative

endeavours for almost two months
while she built her website, launched
her business name, Miss Money
Penny, and committed herself to
a stall at Melbourne’s Décor and
Design Trade Fair in July, where she
will showcase a range of linen wall
hangings, cushions and framed prints.
There is a sparkle in her eyes as she
talks about this next endeavour.
“I am terrified,” she says.
“I’m utterly terrified of being
rejected, of people not liking what I do.
“It’s one thing to put a ‘like’ on [social
media], but it’s another thing to part
with your money.”
She tosses this thought back and
forth for a while, contemplating
everything that one phrase holds, and
then, very quietly, she says, “but if they
can do it, why can’t I?”
Emboldened by that thought, she sits
up straighter, more determined.
“If I don’t do it now, I will never do it.
“The time is right; it is absolutely
right.
“And if I fail, at least I’ve tried, but
I enjoy creating my art, so I will keep
going.”
By day, Penny enjoys her work with
Ambulance Victoria, and has a family
and home in Warrandyte that she
loves, but she is aware that life is not
always filled with joy.
“There have been times in my life
where I was very unhappy, things were
out of balance.
“I think art is my medicine… just
sitting, playing, I am an introvert and
when I am in [my studio] playing I
am alone.
“I don’t know how much is the
creativity and how much is the alone
time.”
We agree that it is important to make
space for our creativity.
“I used to call it ‘stealing time’”, said
Penny, “but I don’t think we should
look at it like that.”
“Why should this creative outlet not

be as important as cleaning the house.
We both laugh at that idea, and she
says; “cleaning should definitely not
come before feeding the soul.”
I stand in fierce agreement with her
there.
Sitting in her studio, a room in
the family home, filled with colour,
watching her work, I am privy to
the centuries old technique of
monoprinting, a form of printmaking
where the image can be only made
once.
“It really is about playing, about
creating,” she says as she builds texture
and mixes colour, getting lost in her
work.
When asked where she gets her
inspiration from, Penny says, “A lot of
what I create is play, and if I don’t like
it — it doesn’t matter.”
After making the monoprint, the
designs are then digitilised, and
the original design is altered as it is
blended with other originals, or media
such as photographs, vintage posters
or pages from books in the public
domain.
The finished designs are abstract,
botanical or photographic art prints,
with beautiful linen wall hangings and
rich velvet cushions currently a work
in progress.
Penny’s work will also be on display
at an upcoming exhibition at Corner
Store Merchants, 220 Barker St,
Castlemaine, opening Saturday, May
11, closing Saturday, June 8.
I’ve already picked out a print for
my own living room, and suggest
you get yourself up to Warran Glen
quick smart for a piece of your own
fabulousness.
You can forget KonMari — this really
is the stuff of joy.

All the
world’s a
stage
LOVER S OF Shakespeare are
currently spoilt for choice.
If you didn’t get your fix at last
month’s Midsummer Night’s Dream
at Kellybrook, head to Eltham or
Diamond Creek as they play host to
an In the Park production of As You
Like It.
This locally based, professional
production follows the success of
Nillumbik’s inaugural Shakespeare
in the Park in 2018.
Set in the forest of Arden, where in
order to survive girls dress as boys
and boys wrestle lions, As You Like It
tells the tale of the lengths people will
go to for love.
Dates:
•	Eltham Alistair Knox Park,
February 8, 9, 10
•	Diamond Creek Watkins Street
Reserve, February 14, 15, 16
Gates open to find your seats and
settle in for a picnic at 6:30pm.
The show commences at 7:30pm.
Book tickets online at:
intheparkproductions.com.au
Tickets are also available at the gate.

You can also see Penny’s
work on her website
missmoneypenny.design
Or follow her on Instagram
@pjmeddings

Better Together exhibition
2019
Qualification
Information Session
Tuesday 23 October, 7pm-9pm
Living & Learning Eltham
RSVP by 19 October
At this information session you can speak with
our experienced trainers and current students,
tour our facilities and discuss your future
career. We specialise in face-to-face learning
in a supportive, inclusive and flexible learning
environment.
Study options include:
• Certificate III in Early Childhood Education
and Care CHC30113
• Certificate III in Individual Support CHC33015
• Certificate IV in Training and
Assessment TAE40116
• Diploma of Early Childhood Education
and Care CHC50113
• Diploma of Project Management BSB51415
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au
9433 3744

Open Day –
Early Childhood
Education and
Care qualifications
Friday 19 October, 10.30am-1pm
Edendale Community Environment Farm
30 Gastons Road, Eltham
RSVP: 10 October

9433 3744

Monday 17 September – Monday 1 October
St Andrews Community Centre
Better Together is a travelling exhibition featuring
work by artists from Araluen and St John of God
Accord. The exhibition was named after a work
of art entitled Better Together, commissioned
by Council to celebrate the International Day of
People with Disability. It was created by resident
artists from St John of God Accord. While you
are at the exhibition, fill in the feedback postcards
about how we can make Nillumbik more inclusive.
This feedback is just one of many consultations
being undertaken to help shape Council’s new
four-year Disability Action Plan.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/inclusion

Seniors Festival
The 2018 Victorian Seniors Festival takes place
throughout October. The theme of this year’s
Festival is ‘Get Social’. Regardless of background,
experience or mobility, everyone is encouraged to
take part to learn new skills and make new friends
in our community. The State Government will
provide free public transport for Victorian Seniors
Card holders in metropolitan and regional Victoria
from Sunday 7 to Sunday 14 October. A range of
exciting events and activities will be happening
throughout the Shire. You can view the program at
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/seniorsfestival

Nillumbik
Volunteer Expo
Sunday 21 October, 10am-3.30pm
Marngrook Oval, Diamond Creek
The Pet Expo is a fun-filled day out for both
two and four-legged visitors. This vibrant
event celebrates our furry and feathered
companions and has plenty on offer to keep
them happy and healthy including displays
and demonstrations, nutritional and grooming
advice, obedience training, education and
much more. Wild Action Zoo will present three
live shows at this year’s expo, featuring a
koala, wallabies and other Australian species,
while Leigh’s Farmyard Friends will provide a
tamer experience with a petting zoo.
Central Animal Records will be on hand to
ensure that your pet’s details are up-to-date
with free microchip checks. There will also be a
dedicated kids’ zone with face painting and an
inflatable animal kingdom obstacle challenge,
jumping castle and animal run.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/petexpo

Nillumbik Artists Open Studios

Open Cellars

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 November
Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 November

Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 October, 11am-5pm

This unique program offers the opportunity to
experience artists at work in their own studios
throughout the Shire. Don’t miss this great
opportunity to see masters at work.

You’re invited to join the Spring Open Cellars
Weekend and visit amazing boutique and
family-owned wineries in the Nillumbik Shire.
opencellars.com.au

Tuesday 23 October, 10am-1pm
Community Bank Stadium, 129-163 Main
Hurstbridge Road, Diamond Creek
The inaugural Volunteer Expo will be held
during the 2018 Nillumbik Seniors Festival.
This all-ages event will showcase volunteer
opportunities in the Nillumbik community,
and help attendees find out more about
volunteering. For information, email
volunteering@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
9433 3345

Rotary Eltham Town Festival
Saturday 10 November, 12pm-9.30pm
Sunday 11 November, 9am-5pm
Alistair Knox Park, Eltham Central Oval
and Eltham Skate Park
There’s something for everyone at this
two-day festival held across three venues.
Free activities include the Hot Rod display,
a mobile farm and evening fireworks display.
Local sporting and community groups invite
you to try out activities at the Have a Go Oval.
There’ll also be three stages of music
and heaps of stalls and food. The Eltham
Woodworkers will have their annual display,
and a scooter and skateboard competition is
on at the Eltham Skate Park.

artistsopenstudios.com.au

facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

@nillumbikshire

elthamfestival.org.au

nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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Robin Boyd: the Warrandyte connection
By VAL POLLEY
THE RENOWNED architect Robin
Gerard Penleigh Boyd CBE (3 January
1919 — 16 October 1971) was born
to artist parents Penleigh Boyd and
Edith Anderson.
The younger of two sons, he spent
his earliest years at the family home
The Robins in Warrandyte where his
parents were part of a wide artistic
circle.
After the death of his father in 1922
the family moved away.
Born in 1919 and leaving in 1922
meant Robin was too young to
remember much about the family
home.
It is appropriate however that 100
years after his birth, Warrandyte
commemorates his legacy.
Warrandyte is extremely fortunate
in having five of his houses still in
existence in the town.

That they were all commissioned
by members of Warrandyte’s artistic
community is not surprising given his
family’s ongoing involvement with
the local community.
They are a vital part of the town’s
rich architectural heritage.
There is speculation as to how Robin
Boyd became a modernist by the
early age of 20.
Ye t b y l o o k i n g a t h i s e a r l y
Warrandyte associations a part
explanation is possible.
On family visits he would have been
exposed to ideas and discussion
within an artistic circle which
included modernist artists such as
Adrian Lawler and Danila Vassilieff.
The random-rubble houses of
Alexa Goyder and the Koornong
School designed in the late 1930s
by Modernist architectural firm
Best Overend would have been

talking points.
Viennese architect Fritz Janeba, was
designing local houses and public
buildings combining modernist and
local vernacular elements such as
Warrandyte stone.
In 1939 Adrian Lawlor built his new
modernist Bahaus inspired house.
So it is entirely possible that Robin
was exposed to new thoughts and
philosophies and these helped shape
his own modernist values.
In addition to his family home
the Robin Boyd designed houses in
Warrandyte are:
•	The Nichol House 1949: Artist Tim
Nichol
•	The King House, 1951: Sculptor
Inge King and husband, Designer
Grahame King.
•	The Finlay House 1952: Journalist
Keith Finlay

•	The Wright House (2) 1962-64:
Graphic artists Joyce and James
Wright
•	The Arnold House 1963: Pianist
Ann Arnold.
The houses are all privately owned
and NOT accessible to the public.
In the past tours have been
conducted by the Boyd Foundation.
The Foundation aims to continue
the work and ethos of Robin Boyd
through its activities.
Information can be found on its
website: robinboyd.org.au.
The Warrandyte Historical Society
currently has an exhibition called
Ro b i n B o y d : T h e Wa r ra n d y t e
Connection at its museum, 111 Yarra
Street, Warrandyte, Open 1:30pm–
4:30pm Saturdays and Sundays.

Wright House (2)

Photo: © Jeannette Davison,
www.isiiad.com.au

Late night confessions of a Diary columnist
corner of my eye
By JO FRENCH
I’M HOT AND bothered and, I hate to
say it, but thank God school is back.
I’m going to regret saying that in a few
days, I know, especially when there is
nothing in the pantry that constitutes
a healthy lunch box snack, but over
the last few weeks it seems someone
turned up more than the temperature.
I have been working on a new project
with millennials, not only doing it in
the gaps between Ralph Breaks the
Internet and Mary Poppins Returns,
(which I loved by the way, I hope you
did too) but also having to get my

head around using emojis and social
media platforms rather than emails
and task lists.
Meanwhile, someone I know and
love got scammed and lost thousands
of dollars to a very clever man who
has made her think she is stupid and
I am going to a funeral tomorrow that
is making me so sad, and it’s not my
family member, but it still gets me,
because I’ve gone to too many lately
and as much as I put my foot down
and say it’s enough, no one is listening.
My feet are swollen and are wedged
between boxes stashed under my
desk because we are renovating — oh
wait, I said “we” but it’s really “he”
as I keep walking away from my jobs
after a few hours (I’m not really a
stick-with-it kind of girl) and, just to

complicate things, I have been hooked
by a show on Netflix, Tidying Up with
Marie Kondo and I decided this crazy
house of maximumism-bordering-onhoarding needs to do an about turn
and become an oasis of space and free
flowing positivity and joy.
Apparently when I dedicate a month
of my life to tidying up I will have less
than 30 books on my book shelf but
each one will bring me so much joy I
won’t miss the 400 that I have sent off
to a local charity to get rid of for me.
And on that — those poor charities
— they have been inundated with
everyone’s crap since the show
launched on New Year’s Day — 38%
more than the same time last year.
The power of a woman called Marie.

Now I’m annoyed that I let Marie into
my head, because she is yet another
standard I can’t reach and although
my husband does appreciate that his
underwear drawer is neatly folded,
he didn’t appreciate me showing
my friends how clever I was with
my origami-style folding of his most
intimate clothing.
Let’s go outside for a minute, take a
deep breath of hot air and enjoy the
beautiful outdoors.
Ahhh, my tomato plants are wilting,
and so am I.
The water tanks are running low and
the hose is filled with silt, spluttering
and trickling onto the garden beds.
It’s too hot out here — let’s go back in.
Did I mention I’m suffering immense

waves of guilt because I let my 9-yearold play video games all holidays and
watch TV and do a whole lot of not
much some days and now it’s time to
go back to school he thinks he can’t
read and write anymore and I should
have made sure he can?
And now that he is going back to
school, I have to up my game, put
clean clothes on every day which
means I now need to address the mini
Kosciusko of dirty laundry waiting
downstairs — and show up.
The sloth-like days of January are
over, just like that.
The turn of a calendar page and it’s
gone.
Oh January, did you really have to
go so soon?

35th Warrandyte Art Show
22 - 24 MARCH, Warrandyte Community Church
WHAT’S NEW?

Brought to you by The Rotary
Club of Warrandyte Donvale.
Gala Opening Friday, March 22, 7–10pm
— tickets at the door
Art Show — open Saturday and Sunday
Art Auction — bid for a bargain
Raffle — your chance to win a work of art

Seven Award Categories
• Best in Show
• Best Oil or Acrylic
• Best Work on Paper
• Best Small Painting
• People’s Choice Award
• Highly Commended – Five Awards
•	New — Emerging Artists Award —
Three Awards (Entry for this award by
invitation only)

Introducing “The Emerging Artists Award”!
What is an Emerging Artist? - “A painter who has yet to win a major
award and is still working and learning with a recognized art teacher”
•

No age restriction

•

Three prizes worth $750 each

•

By invitation only

•

Art teachers to be asked to nominate potential candidates

•	Invited artists to enter three works – Landscape, Drawing,
Studio work (eg: still life, portrait, figure work)
•	A committee will evaluate the nominations and limit entries to
around 25 artists
For full details about this award and all information about the Art
Show visit the club web site www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
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Warrandyte’s wordsmiths
With thanks to major
sponsor, Jellis Craig, the
Cliff Green Short Story
Competition (The Cliffy)
was held in the second half
of 2018, with the winners
announced at an awards
ceremony at It’s 12 O’clock
Somewhere in December.
The first placed entries
were published in the
December edition of the
Diary, and we are pleased
now to present the finalists
in both the Open and Junior
Categories.
Warrandyte Insyte has a
podcast of the awards
ceremony along with
interviews with participating
authors and readings from
selected entries —
check it out on the
Warrandyte Diary website.

With thanks to our sponsors:

The Room on Elm Street
open finalist
By DANI NETHERCLIFT
WALKING WAS what kept Rube going,
the key to his wind-up-mechanism.
If he stopped in the night, it all came
back, all of the things, all of the things,
like Laura leaving him, that was a long
time ago, when he knew when to leave
the light off and when to turn it on, like
the fog in his head or the weight on
his eyes and he knew that there was
nowhere safe to rest, or, that resting
was not safe. So, he walked.
He walked from the hostel where they
couldn’t keep him, in Fitzroy, crisscrossing maybe a hundred streets,
big and small, bluestone laneways,
traipsing across parks and over gutters
and bare ground, before jumping on
a tram down St Georges Road to feel
the vibrations of the track and force
some order into his head, but as soon
as he stepped up and in, the conductor
shook his head and yanked the leather
cord three times, like some furtive
code, and the green and yellow lurched
to a stop in front of the high school. The
conductor glared at him.
“I’ve told ya before! We’re not a
charity. Off!”
The old mate flicked his head and
jabbed at the air with his hole-punch
in the direction of the door, which
rolled open. Rube looked at the floor
and made his own way off.
He was nearly there, anyway. He
continued on a route that his body
could read blind, like a braille of streets.
He walked, and Laura’s face flashed in
front of him. He remembered the
way that her yellow hair had swung
when she walked, the clinking of her
silver earrings and the sweet scent of
the Gudang Guram cigarettes on her
fingertips, which had been stained a
permanent saffron colour in the old
days, before the baby. An infinitesimal
portion of the heart that lay shrivelled
inside rustled and began to unfurl,
before the twisting stab, deep in the
balls, as the image of baby Sophie
followed, as it always did. The spectral
image hovered momentarily behind
the black canvas of his inner eyelids,
which flew open, wide and wired,
disappearing the medium on which
she had been conjured. Rube walked
faster, unblinking.
The grey sky was beginning to lever
open the day. He crossed Arthurton
Road and cut through the vacant
lot, which brought him out into a
clearing behind the houses at the end
of Elm Street. From here, he could, if
he chose to, pluck a lemon from the
over-hanging branch in the corner
of the back garden of their old house.

The sharp tang of it might, like magic
serve up the memory of the old rituals
of Saturday afternoons. Standing at
the kitchen table, he would slice thick
pieces of peel off, dropping them into
the pot, with the cardamom pods,
“flower bombs”, Laura had called
them, for the chicken curry, while she
prepared raita and pappadams and
rice. Another life, that gone life. He
shook his shoulders like a chicken, as
though to cast it off.
He wandered out to the street,
with its tidy nature strips and wide
bitumen road, hunched into himself,
so faded a version of his former self
that the man and woman leaving the
house in the dawn didn’t notice him,
standing under the paperbark tree.
They left, closing the door behind them
and headed up the street towards St
Georges Road. Rube eyed the exterior
of the house. He saw the narrow crack
of window like a crack in Heaven’s
shell. Gazing at the departing backs of
the man and woman, he felt a twinge
of gratitude that bordered on love. He
hoisted himself up, and over, and in.
Once inside, he closed his eyes,
and paused a moment to inhale the
changed smells of the room, almost
managing to conjure the faint fragrance
of Laura’s cigarettes, which used to
reside in every crevice. He ventured
out to the kitchen. It looked almost
the same. All of, almost the same, but
different. He put the kettle on for a
cuppa and started buttering toast. The
phone in the hall began ringing, and
then the bedroom door, Sophie’s door,
opened. Rube nearly spat out his tea.
A pyjama-clad teenager walked out,
her face sleep-smudged. She walked
past Rube and answered the phone,
murmuring quietly into the receiver
before hanging up and passing back
through the kitchen. She narrowed
her eyes at him, looking around him
as though she sensed someone else
there. Was he the ghost? Was it him? He
gave a little jump, and turned to check
behind himself, to be sure. A table with
yellow flowers in a vase offered itself
up benignly to his scrutiny. Reassured,
he turned back to the girl and spoke.
‘I thought I might get in trouble if I
answered it.’ Holding out one of the
limply buttered slices, he offered it
to her.
“Toast?”
She shook her head. “No thanks.”
The girl (Sophie?) turned back into
the pink-painted room. She closed
the door behind herself, the pointed
click of the lock loud in the dawning
quiet of the old house. Rube shrugged
his shoulders, sipped tea and nibbled
on the toast that she had rejected. He
reminded himself of the things the
pysch had told him. Ghosts aren’t real.
She’s not Sophie. Sophie was a baby.

She’s just a girl.
With his eyes squinted as tightly as he
could manage while still navigating the
way, he stepped back into the dark hall.
The door to the other room, the lounge
room was in front of him, just inside the
front door. No such thing as ghosts. He
entered gingerly, with his eyes closed.
Step-breath-step-breath-step. He felt
his way into the cushiony depths of an
arm-chair, and he cowered there. He
opened his eyes. Through the shadows,
he made out the outline of a lamp.
Bless the darkness, because the
light was, the light was... he couldn’t
bear to speak what the light was, or
not aloud, not in this room. He sat
there, cradled in the memory of all
that had been good. And then he was
speaking aloud. He was speaking in a
low voice, speaking to the lamp. He
was explaining to the lamp all that he
had been unable to speak since the
last time that he had turned that other
light on, that day, the bad day, the tenyears-ago-day.
He had come home from work early
that night and thought that they were
both asleep in their beds. VB can in
hand, treading lightly on the creaking
floorboards; he had stepped into the
room, and flicked the switch on that
other lamp, the one that had been
there then.
They had been lying on the couch.
The baby, in Laura’s arms, had been
cuddled in between Laura’s arm and
her breast. The skin surrounding her
pouting lips had been stained a pale
watercolour wash of blue, her mother’s
hand held slackly across her small
heart. Laura’s eyes had been open
and there had been nothing in them at
all. He had risen, to turn off the light,
then, before returning to them, sinking
to the floor, his head had rested on

Laura’s hip.
The girl from Sophie’s room, not a
ghost, walked down the hallway, fully
dressed. She leaned in the lounge room
door to look at him, to listen.
“Sorry?” she asked, or perhaps it was
an apology. He wasn’t having any of it.
“I’m not talking to you,” he answered,
turning again to the lamp. He knew
it was rude, but he had so much to
say. Wordlessly the girl retreated. She
opened the front door and left the
house.
He was woken by yelling and banging
on the door. He looked wildly around
to see what horror lay before him, but
there was just the lamp, and it lit up an
ordinary room. Nothing to see here.
The front door burst open and there
were cops everywhere, with their guns
pointed at him. He half stood before
one of them threw him to the carpet,
and pinned his arms up behind him, a
knee in his back.
He didn’t struggle. He felt the warm
trickle of his piss as it soaked through
his pants onto the floor. He twisted his
head to look around, and the girl was
there, by the door, looking at him with
an expression somewhere between
fear and pity. Behind her, a young guy
arrived, breathless, staring wide-eyed
at him on the floor and raising his
eyebrows at the girl.
“Who the hell is he? How did he
get in?”
The girl shook her head and shrugged.
“He was here when I woke up. He was
making tea and toast like he thought
he lived here.”
The cops hoisted him up to his feet,
none too gentle, and Rube drank in the
sight of the room, the peaceful room,
the empty room, no trace of ghosts,
before they led him out into the fully
risen light of day.
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Finalists from the 2018 Cliffy Short Story Competition

The War That Ruined My Life
junior finalist
By MIA SCHOLES-ROBERTSON
ENGLAND
It was 9:00pm when the first bomb
went off. The fierce vibrations ran
through my body. It was close. Thick,
suffocating smoke filled my lungs as
another explosion pounded in my
ears. Mother appeared at my door in
her silk dressing gown, her hazel eyes
dark with worry.
“Emily,” she spluttered “get John and
Jane out of bed!” I sat up petrified and
confused. “Now!” she screeched.
I threw my old, scratchy cotton bed
sheets to the ground and swung myself
out of bed. Jane was already awake
and out of bed but John just lay there.
Still. No matter how much I shook him
he wouldn’t wake. In my panic I’d
forgotten that Jane was still there until
she offered. “Maybe the smoke has
gotten to him.” That would explain it.
“Jane,” I told her in a serious manner
“you need to go find Mother and hide
in the shelter.”
Jane looked up at me with her
sparkling, innocent green eyes.
“What about you?” she asked, clearly
confused.
“I’ll take care of John. Now go!” I told
her, pointing at the door. She turned
and scampered down the corridor.
I slumped John’s limp body over
my shoulder; he was heavy for six. I
stumbled down the hallway knowing
that every minute I spend helping him
was a minute keeping me from safety. I
wrenched the door open. Danger was

in the air, I could almost taste it. The
weight of my little brother’s body was
too much for me to handle, I collapsed
on the front lawn.
A plane hovered over our street.
I could see the shelter. I knew that
John would not make it in time. I am
a monster for what happened. I let
him die to save myself. I hate myself
because of it.
Inside the shelter it was hot and
stuffy. The tension in the room was
tight. We listened to the deafening
explosions. I heard bloodcurdling
screams that made my blood run
cold, only to find that they were my
own. Neither Mum nor Jane came to
comfort me.
John had no funeral, for there was no
body. Mother wanted to go to Australia
and when I told her about how many
people die on the treacherous journey
she merely shrugged it off and told
me “We have a better chance there
than here.”
THE BOAT
Panic gripped me as I desperately
clutched the railing. I’ve never liked
boats. The vehicle lurched to the left
as I released another load of vomit into
the raging depths below. Dark clouds
began to merge up above carrying
rain, I hurried into our small cabin
where my family sat, Mother clutching
her stomach. Her solid figure was
now scrawny and gaunt, her tan face
unusually pale.
“Emily,” she started in a small
damaged voice, “I am sick and I fear
it is contagious. My muscles ache and
my mind is rotting. Please tell me you’ll

look after Jane for me.”
I didn’t know how to act so; not
knowing what reckless actions this
would cause, I replied, “Of course
Mother.”
“Great.”
With that the room flashed dark only
to be illuminated slightly by a flickering
candle.
All I could make out through the
flashes was Jane’s pale, petrified
face, only too aware that mine was a
mirror image. Mother was nowhere
to be seen. I screamed, it’s ghostly
sound echoed around in the cabin.
Realization hit me. Mother was going
to kill herself to save us from, what she
thought to be, a deadly disease. My
mind wandered to what she was doing
right now. I imagined her throwing
herself overboard, into the huge,
hungry waves below that swallowed
her like a snake finishing her prey.
There was silence until a pained
scream snaked its way into my ears. At
first I thought it was Mother’s scream
until I realized it was Jane. These recent
events had hit her harder than me. In
an awkward gesture I hugged her. She
gripped me strongly, while releasing
a load of chortled tears, triggering
an outburst of my own. There we
sat, wrapped in each other’s arms.
Comforted. Scared. Fear and anxiety
lives with us, blinding us, scaring us.
For that is the harsh reality.
We arrived in Australia three months
later. We had little money and next to
no food, but we had each other.
AUSTRALIA
The hot, red sun blazed down upon
me, scorching me as I trudged down
the street.

The entire office fell quiet, whispers
spread, as I stormed into the room.
“Hello,” I began “ I’m looking for
employment as a receptionist…” I
trailed off as the workers stared me
down; frowns flickered across their
faces. A lady wearing a large pink, frilly
dress stepped toward me.
“How old are you and what is your
name?” She interrogated.
“I am Emily Howard,” The truth. ”And
I’m 18 years old.” A lie.
“You must understand that if you
take this job you will work six days a
week, thirteen hours a day and if you
fail to show someone else will gladly
take the job, you will be paid two
shillings a week.” She paused. “Do you
accept this very generous offer?”
Bewildered I extended my trembling

arm to close the deal. I could feel my
smile radiating. She shook my hand.
I was hired.
“Your shift starts tomorrow at five
in the morning.” She paused, ‘don’t
be late.”
With that I ambled out of the office
back to the small, abandoned shed that
Jane and I called home.
“Did you get the job?” Jane anxiously
questioned as I closed the rusty, metal
door behind me. Another huge grin
appeared on my face. She scampered
toward me and I embraced her in my
sturdy arms.
“We are going to survive aren’t we
and find a new home?”
“We sure are.” I replied.
I don’t need a mansion to call home
for my true home is where Jane is.

I just need to get past the kitchen, she
thought. With one last look at her
parents, Katie silently cleared the
kitchen, opened the door and didn’t
look back.
It had taken an hour by bus for Katie
to arrive at her old neighbourhood,
much quicker than she had expected.
Just the sight of her quaint town
brought a smile to her face. Promising
herself that she’d return to surprise her
friends, Katie made her way through
the streets, until, finally, she came to

Green Valley Lane. She sprinted down
the path all the way to the last house.
Trying not to look at the huge FOR
SALE sign out the front, Katie used her
old key to open the wooden front door,
not caring whether it would get her in
trouble. The house was just as Katie
remembered it. She wandered through
each room, memories of her and her
family sprang to mind with every look.
Happy memories, of a loving family.
She had always cherished this home,
although many didn’t understand
why her love for it was so strong. Katie
walked to her bedroom, the happiest
memories of them all being in there:
her parents coming in and waking
her up with kisses in the morning,
Katie and her mum decorating her
room, Katie’s dad and her building
the very shelves that she could see
now. Sitting there, alone, Katie realised
how empty the house was and the lack
of furniture had nothing to do with it.
She realised that her home, the one she
had dreamed of coming back to for the
past week, wasn’t where she was now.
It was missing something. Something
that made this house her home. Katie
knew in that moment, exactly what it
was. The sound of a car pulling into
the driveway had her jumping up.
To Katie’s surprise and relief, the car
parked outside was familiar. It was her
mum’s. She ran out as both her parents
stepped out of the car.
“Mum! Dad!” Katie exclaimed.
“Katie! We were so worried about
you!” Her mum cried, running up and
burying her head into Katie’s shoulder.
Her dad rushed over and embraced
them both.
“We thought you’d be here.”
“I’m so sorry.” Katie told them.
Standing there, hugging her parents,
Katie didn’t mind the thought of going
back to their new house. Didn’t think
it would be so bad starting another
chapter in her life, in a different place.
For Katie now understood that home
was never a place, was never this
house. It was wherever her parents
were. Yes, home was where her family
was and as long as she had that,
everything would be all right.

Home
junior finalist
By AMELIA DREW
KATIE MULLER hated her new house.
She’d been there for a week now and
hated it. To her, it was loud, small and
everything about it seemed wrong.
She sauntered over to the tiny window
overlooking the noisy road. How could
they expect her to willingly unpack
her things and start a new life? Katie
just wished she could go back home.
This place wasn’t and never would be
her home.
“Katie?” Her dad called from the
kitchen. “Can you help me sort out
this table?” Dragging herself away
from her thoughts, Katie grudgingly
set off to help.
“I’m going to my room.” Katie
announced, getting up from off the
couch.
“You’re leaving us already!” Her mum
complained, feigning hurt. “Come on,
let’s play a game or something.”
“No thanks.” Katie replied sullenly.
Her parents shared a concerned look.
“Hey, you alright?” Her dad asked.
“You seem a bit down.” Katie didn’t
want to say what she was really feeling,
it would mean sitting down and
enduring a long chat about “growing
up” and “giving things time”. That was
the last thing she wanted.
“No, I’m good.” Katie lied, plastering
a smile on her face, “I just want to go
to my room.” Her parents didn’t buy it.
“Look, Katie, I know it’s been a bit
hard to adjust but it’ll be fine, really.
Soon enough you’ll get over it…”
Katie didn’t hear the rest of what her
dad said. Get over it? Is he serious?
Unpredicted anger filled up inside of
her. She tried to compose herself, tried
to calm down but all she could hear
was her father’s words. They think it
will all be fine and I’ll just forget about

my friends? My school? My home? So
many thoughts raced through Katie’s
head. Her dad kept talking, her mum
nodded solemnly beside him. Katie’s
anger reached boiling point and she
exploded. “Do you not understand
how hard it’s been for me? I just want
to go home. To my real home.” At some
point, Katie had started crying, tears of
bottled up emotions streaming down
her face. “I hate it here. I hate it so
much but you don’t understand that
do you? You don’t care!” Sobbing now,

Katie turned on her heels and ran to
her room, not sparing a second glance
at her shocked parents. A ruthless
hurricane of anger and sadness and
hurt swirled violently inside of her.
Katie paced her room. 27 Green Valley
Lane was her home and she just wanted
to go back. Katie kept walking until an
idea flashed in her mind. She would go
back home herself. Satisfied with the
plan and perhaps not thinking straight,
Katie wiped her eyes, snatched up her
backpack and walked out of her room.
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A great start at ACPS
By NIETA MANSER
STARTING in a new class can be an
anxious time for many young students
in primary school.
They must quickly adjust to new
surroundings and become familiar
with new teachers and peers.
To assist with the transition,
Anderson’s Creek Primary School
has designed a Start-Up program in
the first two weeks of the school year
to build a safe and positive learning
environment for their new students.
The Start-Up program is now in its
fourth year at ACPS and has become an
important part of helping students to
feel safe and valued in their new class.
The engaging team building
activities also assist children to build
new relationships with their new
teacher and peers and adjust to the
social changes in a new learning
environment.
Te a m b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t i e s a re

conducted throughout the year, but
there is a particular focus in the first
two weeks on turning individual
students into learning collaborators
who can work with their peers and
develop skills with each other.
Curriculum Coordindator and
Teacher, Linda Zanatta, says that it
is important that the wellbeing and
learning of students is maintained
throughout the transition period.
“The teachers at ACPS understand
that change can be difficult for children
and we plan the Start Up program
specifically to help students make
positive adjustments,” she said.
Setting up routines and student roles
within the classroom also forms part of
the program.
“It’s important that students can
make sense of the protocols that
operate in the class by setting routines
early,” said Ms Zanatta.
School values also makes up a large
component of the program.

Specifically, teachers work with their
class to find ways they can use the
values in everyday life as well as in the
classroom.
Across the school, teachers use
the same language when discussing
values and expectations so that there
is consistency between classes and
year levels.
Setting classroom expectations is
an important part of the program to
ensure there is a set of behavioural and
learning intentions and that all class
members agree to follow them.
“Learning can only take place
when the students adhere to a set
of expectations and if they have
collaborated with their teacher to
develop those expectations at the start
of the year, then students are more
likely to follow them,” said Principal,
Sue Dyos.
“Our Start-Up program sets the tone
for a great year in the classroom.”

That’s rubbish!
Kudos to these two caring 9-year-olds, Cate and Holly Gooley, who
are in Grade 4 at Anderson’s Creek Primary School.
They collected this from the river’s edge in North Warrandyte — most
of it from a 20m stretch.
They’d like everyone to “help pick up the rubbish to help nature have
a good life”.

Applications are invited from students
commencing in Years 5 - 9 in 2020*.
At Billanook we believe that every student is
important. In a nurturing and committed learning
environment our students gain a quiet confidence
to flourish and to discover their own personal best.
Billanook College believes in a holistic education
and therefore offers both Academic and General
Excellence Scholarships.

Applications close Friday 15 February 2019.
www.billanook.vic.edu.au/scholarship-information

* See website for conditions
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A decade on, artists reflect on time of Renewal
By SUSAN FOREMAN
LOCAL ARTISTS are using their art to
heal the lingering wounds of the 2009
Black Saturday bushfires.
A metal dragonfly fashioned from
old fencing and barbed wire is one of
the works of art at Renewal — A Black
Saturday Memorial Exhibition.
It commemorates a decade since
the Black Saturday fires tore through
Victoria, in one of the darkest days the
State has ever experienced.
A dragonfly was the first sign of life
artists Dawn and Gary McDonnell
saw on their return to their Nillumbik
property after the fires — and it became
a symbol of hope and renewal to them.
The couple is among 60 artists
showcasing their work at an exhibition
which runs from January 25 – February
25 at two locations in Nillumbik.
Diary contributors, Ona Henderson
and Syd Tunn also feature in the

exhibition, which gives them an
opportunity to reflect on the events
of 2009.
The pair lost friends to the flames that
day, and recall the worrying time spent
as the fires threatened their Bend of
Islands home.
Ona’s contribution to the exhibition,
Ancient Silent Sentinels [right] comes
through as a message of resilience.
Ona explains, “the 2009 bushfires
burned hot throughout much of the
bush but these graceful grasstrees
started to sprout again quite quickly —
silent sentinels with black trunk.
She said that the grasstrees became
for her symbols of regeneration, as they
often stand starkly in the landscape
“to remind us of the ability to stand
strong and resilient against the chaos
and destruction that follows a huge
bushfire”.
Nillumbik Shire Council Mayor Karen

Egan said like a phoenix rising from the
ashes, a feeling of renewal, fuelled by
hope and courage, had emerged in the
community.
“Hope is a flame that burns eternally,
and many artists have found creating
works of art a cathartic experience,”
Cr Egan said.
“Art speaks from the heart often
saying what words cannot.”
Ona told the Diary of how, in the
month’s following Black Saturday, she
and Syd healed by collaborating on
shared canvases.
“We both went through trauma
where we could not paint for several
months, and then we started painting
on each other’s paintings, we started
new paintings, which were healing
paintings,” she said.
Last year, Council put a call out to
artists inviting them to exhibit their
work.

Their art includes a range of mediums
— paintings, ceramics, sculptures,
etchings, jewellery, print, wool, a
digital movie and photographs.
Cr Egan said many of the works are
paintings that reflect the scars on the
landscape that have healed over time –
an outward manifestation of emotional
scars which are often less easy to heal.
Others works of art are less traditional.
One is made from latex casts of fallen
trees in the Kinglake National Park.
Cr Egan said for many artists, creating
the pieces on display would have been
a cathartic experience.
“Some works of art are for sale, others
aren’t.
“Some visitors to the galleries will
smile, others will be reduced to tears.
“But what I believe all will take away
with them is the message of courage,
healing and hope,” Cr Egan said.
The exhibitions are at Wadambuk Art

Gallery in St Andrews and the Eltham
Library Community Gallery.
The exhibition was among seven
Nillumbik community initiatives
colle ctively awarde d Victor ian
Government grants of nearly $33,000
to mark the 10th anniversary of Black
Saturday.

Above: Ancient Silent Sentinels
2018, Ona Henderson

Using the downsizer strategy to boost your super
finance
By BRIAN SPURRELL
THIS MONTH’S column explains a new
superannuation concession known
as the “Downsizer Superannuation
Concession” that became available
to certain home owners who sell their
ownership interest in a dwelling after
June 30, 2018.
If you own a residential dwelling and
are retired or planning your retirement
and believe you could benefit from
adding up to a maximum of $300,000 if
you are a sole owner or $600,000 if you
are joint owners, to your super fund
balance, then this article should be
of significant interest and importance
to you.
Now if you are thinking this is just

too good to be true, that may be so,
unless you satisfy all of the following
eligibility requirements, so grab a pen
and see how many of the following
requirements you currently satisfy or
would satisfy in time if you elected to
implement this strategy.
You are 65 years old or older at
the time you make a downsizer
contribution (and the good news is
that there is no maximum age limit).
The contribution must be an
amount from the proceeds of selling
your home or qualifying dwelling in
Australia where the contract of sale
was exchanged after June 30, 2018.
The ownership interest, be it sole
ownership, joint ownership or tenancy
in common that is disposed of, or
an interest in the land on which the
dwelling is situated, must have been
held at all times during the 10 years
by you or your spouse prior to the

disposal. The ownership period is
generally calculated from the date
of settlement of purchase to the date
of settlement of sale. If your home
is a caravan, houseboat or other
mobile home they do not qualify as an
ownership interest.
Any capital gain or loss from the
disposal of the dwelling must have
qualified or would have qualified for
the main residence CGT exemption
in whole or in part or would have
qualified if it is a pre-CGT asset i.e.
acquired before September 20, 1985.
The super contribution from the
proceeds of sale, normally received
at the date of settlement, must have
been made to your super fund within
90 days of disposing of the dwelling,
or such longer time as allowed by the
Commissioner of Taxation.
Your super fund has been provided
w i t h a c o mp l e t e d “ D ow n s i ze r

COMMUNITY GRANTS
Program 2019
Applications are now open for
Manningham’s Community Grants Program.
Community groups and organisations that deliver activities
that involve and benefit our local community are invited to
apply. This year there are four categories:
•

Community Development

•

Arts and Culture

•

Small Grants

•

Community Partnerships

To assist with preparing an application, we are offering
Information Sessions and a Grant Writing Workshop, available
for booking.
For further information, please visit
manningham.vic.gov.au/grants
Applications close at 5.00pm Sunday 10 March.

Contribution into Super” form at or
before the contribution is made to your
super fund.
You have not previously made a
downsizer contribution, or had one
made on your behalf to your super
fund from the sale of another home.
The max imum amount of an
individual’s contribution is the lesser
of either $300,000 or the proceeds from
the sale of the interests in the dwelling.
Importance of Seeking
Professional Advice
The downsizer super contribution
provisions are complex and yet for
many people should be considered
well before reaching the age of 65
and before considering retirement or
selling their home.
It is also very relevant for retirees
over 65 who may be considering selling
their home.

Therefore it is strongly recommended
that you consult your accountant or
financial adviser before committing
to selling your home and also make
sure the downsizer super concession is
considered when planning for funding
your retirement.
For further information, a more
in-depth version of this article is
available on the PTAS Accountants
website.
The content of this article is not intended
to be used as professional advice and
should not be used as such.
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA, Registered
Tax Agent, is Director of Personalised
Taxation & Accounting Services Pty Ltd.
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.
Ph: 0412 011 946
Email: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.
com.au
Web: www.ptasaccountants.com.au
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Ringwood & Warrandyte Osteopathy the club by providing the following
have been
long time
supportersthe
of community
treatment offer
for 2002
any injured
Proudly
supporting
since
the Warrandyte Football Club and players.
our goal
is to work
alongside
and DrPay
NO GAP* on your next Osteopathy
Committed
local
osteopaths,
Richard
complement the dedicated trainers consultation to get you injury free
Pearce
and Drday
Sharni
Leon
established
who deal
with match
injuries
and
ASAP...
then support
the
players
to
get
match
practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with
*No aout of pocket expense if you
fit once again.
have a claimable private health
vision to provide patients the highest
This year we would like to further insurance plan with Osteopathy
qualityour
of Osteopathic
strengthen
partnershipcare;
withtreating
cover
“injuries” as well as maintaining the
THE OFFER INCLUDES
“health and wellness”
of examination
the body. by one of our experienced
•	a comprehensive
osteopathic
practitioners to assess and diagnose the underlying cause and risk factors
of your
We injury
spend longer with you to
• hands-on osteopathic treatment and exercise rehabilitation plan sciatica
accurately assess, diagnose and treat
• a personalised management plan detailing any treatment or rehab exercises
your condition, resulting in fast and
sports injuries

(OFFER VALUED AT $95)
effective
results.
If you are
recently injured
or struggling with a recurring condition we recommend give
shoulder
us a call or BOOK ONLINE to have a consultation with one of our frozen
OSTEOPATHS.
•	Don’t have private health insurance (or already reached your limit)?
No problem. We are happy to offer this special deal for $50.back & neck pain
Conditions of offer:
headache & migraines
• Available for Warrandyte Football Club players
• A limit of 1 booking per injury
jaw pain treatment (TMJ)
• Available at either our Warrandyte or Ringwood clinic

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465

www.osteopathymelbourne.org
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Finding Frida
During her travels
throughout the Americas,
Diary correspondent Debi
Slinger went to Mexico
where she immersed
herself not only in the
cooling waters of the
cenotes, but also the rich
art history of this Central
American country.
WHO WAS THIS bohemian, evocative
artist Frida Kahlo, and why has she risen
to such posthumous media popularity
and commercialisation, over the last
decade?
Whether you’ve been to the recent
exhibition at the Bendigo Art Gallery,
witnessed a ‘Frida lookalike’ flash mob
in the USA, seen posters of her selfportraits or even tacky fridge magnets
in discount stores, the Mexican born
artist may either be on the brink of over
exposure or held up as a feminist icon
who was ahead of her time.
On a recent trip to Mexico City, a visit

to the Kahlo family home was a must.
Not just a visit to a talented and maybe
somewhat eccentric artist’s studio but
also to understand if the hype and
frenzy taking the world was indeed
just a trend.
Frida was born in this hacienda and
was also to die here.
Both home and studio, to say
this modernist cultural landmark
building takes your breath away is an
understatement.
Differing completely from anything in
the neighbourhood, it’s not hard to find
the Studio Museum and any taxi driver
worth their salt knows the way.
Arriving early in the small town of
Coyoacán and being something of a
‘wannabe’ artist myself, the moment
I took my place amongst the 100 or
so other visitors lining the cobalt blue
adobe walls I was entranced by the
two-story home that holds not just
Frida’s work, but also that of the great
muralist Diego Rivera, who has been
well documented as her on-again-offagain, lover and husband.
The thick blue walls belie the stunning
interior which maintains the cobalt
colour on the inside but is mixed
with courtyards abundant with lush
green plants and the subtle sounds of
fountains.
A sprinkling of Kahlo and Rivera
sculptures, many of which are skeletons
s t a n d i ng o r ha ng i ng ra n d o m l y

throughout the property.
Entry into the interior part of the
home is one way and directed by guides.
The pace is slow but there is so much
to absorb even as you move towards
the entrance.
Handmade plaques, mosaic pots and
the hypnotic tiered pyramid that is lined
with cactus and succulents.
The home represents the daily life
of Frida with many of her personal
belongings on display such as her
illustrated diary, collection of letters,
brushes, pigments, easels, photographs
and her stunning signature collection of
Hispanic jewellery.
Seeing a wheelchair pulled up close to
an easel is a reminder of the daily pain
Frida endured after being afflicted with
polio at age six and then a bus accident
at 18, leaving her with permanent and
painful lifelong injuries.
Inside are small parlours that are
known to have entertained famous
people of the time such as Nelson
Rockefeller, Sergie Einstein, George
Gershwin and even Leon Trotsky who
lived as a guest within the Kahlo/Rivera
walls after being exiled from Russia (he
ended up moving to Mexico in 1937).
The curators of this museum do a
superb job maintaining the authenticity
of the era and the grounds are kept
immaculately manicured.
There are plenty of small green spaces
where you can slide onto a comfortable
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Diary goes global

Ask
Carolyn
Slow boat to Mandalay
I am thinking of a trip to Burma but like my
creature comforts – what can you suggest? - Joan,
Warrandyte South

bench and soak in everything that
seems suspended at the time of Kahlo’s
death in 1954.
Leaving the museum, I was pleasantly
surprised that there was no gift shop or
retail outlet, which for me maintained
its legitimacy as a collection of
someone’s creative life and not a place
for merchandise.
However, you can cross the road to a
market and find an array of items such
as Frida nail polish, Frida tote bags,
Frida painted beach stones and so on.
Interestingly, in all my time in Mexico
the body of Frida’s work was rarely
represented in shop windows or stores.
Rather, you are inundated with the
now even more currently popular “Day
of the Dead” souvenirs, which confront
you at every corner.
Perhaps the Mexicans honour
the legacy of Frida by not over
commercialising her work in their
own country.
For me, this shows that for an artist
who used symbolism in her work, she
has in fact become a symbol of a great
woman herself.
Frida’s most poignant message of all
was embroidered on a pillow which to
this day still lays on her bed.
It merely says “Do not forget me,
my love’.
Frida, you will never be forgotten.

Bernadette Van der Zant catches up with the news from the other side of the
country whilst visiting The Granite Skywalk, outside Albany, Western Australia.

With no phone reception in the jungle, Diary editors Sandi and James had to
be content with past news from home as they took a well-deserved break in
the Daintree.

Europe River Cruising

M AG N I F I C E N T E U R O P E
15 days Budapest to Amsterdam

2020 Pre-Release Out Now

Warrandyte Travel & Cruise & APT invite you to attend our upcoming
information evening. Hear from APT’s Travel expert, Sheena Smith
about Europe and the touring options on offer.
When: 19 March 2019 Time: 6:00 pm
Where: 2 Webb Street, Warrandyte

V
 eiled in mystery, Burma – or Myanmar as it’s now
known – is slowly emerging from the shadows of
its more developed neighbours.
Left by visitors for over a generation, now is the
time for adventurous travellers to experience Burma’s raw
allure and undeniable charm.
Encounter ornate pagodas and gilded religious stupas,
thriving cities built on the river’s edge, friendly smiles at
every turn and entire villages floating on a lake.
Immerse yourself in ancient Buddhist traditions and learn
about the sacred cultures that have remained unchanged
for centuries.
Enjoying the convenience of only having to unpack just
once, a river cruise between Mandalay and Yangon is a
perfect way to see this amazing country which is still in its
tourism infancy .
Most Irrawaddy river cruises are based on an all-inclusive
rate — the only thing you’ll need in your pocket is your
camera.
River cruising in Burma provides travellers with a luxurious
yet authentic river cruising experience.
The RV Samatha (pronounced sa-ma-ta) is host to
renowned chef Luke Nguyen’s culinary program for those
foodies looking for the complete culinary experience.
Explore the archaeological treasure trove of more than
2,200 temples in Bagan; step aboard a horse-drawn cart
to take in the sights of Inwa; and enjoy an intimate look at
village life with a pottery-making demonstration by local
artisans in Yandabo – there is so much to do.
Perhaps enhance your Burma discovery with a cruise
along the southern section of Inle Lake to see the ingenious
one-legged rowing technique used by the local fisherman.
Burma promises an unforgettable adventure through this
once-forgotten land — go now before the rest of the world
catches on!
Pro Tip
Organising travel insurance is an essential part of preparing
for your overseas trip.
If you can’t afford travel insurance, you can’t afford to
travel.
Make sure your travel insurance covers all medical
expenses for injury or illness, as well as theft of valuables,
damage to baggage and cancellations or interruptions to
flight plans.
Choose the policy that best suits your individual needs.
Check the policy’s exclusions, including how it deals with
pre-existing illnesses.
Make sure your insurance covers you for all of your
activities for the entire length of your trip, noting the policy’s
requirements for adventure sports and hiring vehicles such
as motorcycles.
Our travel expert Carolyn Allen is manager of
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise. Contact her on 9844 2477
or carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

AMSTERDAMu
NETHERLANDS

Cologne

Andernach
14
Würzburg
Rüdesheim
Bamberg CZECH REP.
Miltenberg
Český
Nuremberg Krumlov
Rothenburg
SLOVAKIA
Dürnstein
Regensburg
Vienna
Passau
Gödöllő^
Linz Melk
Bratislava BUDAPESTt
Salzburg
AUSTRIA

RSVP: 12 March 2019

Window Suite: From $6,995* pp & Fly Free*
Balcony Suite: From $9,895* pp &
Fly Business Class for $1,995*

GERMANY

Ask about our Paris,
Prague, Amsterdam
and London
Concerto River Ship
City Stays

HUNGARY

Trip Code: EUMCR15

For all enquiries and bookings

(03) 9844 2477
book@warrandytetravel.com.au
2 Webb St, Warrandyte VIC 3113
www.warrandytetravel.com.au

Earn 2 Qantas Points
per $1 spent on APT holidays
that include a Luxury River Cruise~

*Conditions apply. Offers are valid until 15 March 2019, unless sold out prior. SEE: aptouring.com.au/SpecialDeals for full conditions. Prices are per person (pp), AUD, twin share and includes port charges. Prices are correct as at 17 January 2019. Window suite prices based on EUMCR15:
1 April 2020 (Cat. E). Balcony suite prices based on EUMCR15: 1 April 2020 (Cat. T). ALL OFFERS: Limited suites on set departures are available and are subject to availability. DEPOSITS: A non-refundable deposit of $1,000 pp is due within 7 days of booking. ^Refers to the Grand Empress steam
train which operates on all departures from May to September in 2020 on Magnificent Europe. Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd. ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accreditation #A10825. APT7581
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Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club celebrate 2018
By COLIN SHARPE
E V E R Y Y E A R t h e Wa r r a n d y t e
Mountain Bike Club keeps getting
bigger, with over 250 members and
now 900 followers on Facebook.
The club’s annual Christmas ride and
BBQ at Westerfolds Park was attended
by over 60 members.
It was great to see so many people
out of bed early on a Sunday morning
and even better to see all the kids out in
nature enjoying some physical activity.
Members of all ages took full
advantage of the network of single trails
in Westerfolds and Candlebark Park
which offer something for everyone,
whether you are still learning to ride
“off-road” or you a regularly take to the
fast-flowing single tracks in the area.

We made sure we rode for long
enough that the BBQ would be ready
for our return, I think some of the chat
stops lasted long enough for the snags
to cook.
This was also a great opportunity
for the club to break out its new,
purpose-built, mountain bike trailer
and marquee both courtesy of grants
from the Warrandyte Community
Bank.
With an attitude of “start as you mean
to go on”, the club ended the year on a
high note with our social ride and BBQ
at Westerfolds and all our members are
looking to hitting the trails in 2019 and
maybe introducing some new people
to the joy of riding trails.

Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club is
all inclusive and offers something for
everyone from dirt devils kids rides
on Wednesday afternoons through to
supporting all types of racing.
Or if you have always wanted to
give mountain biking a go but are
not sure where to start, our members
will certainly be able to advise you on
what type of bike to get or what trails
to practice on.
The club conducts regular rides from
Warrandyte and surrounding areas
along with feature rides throughout
the year.
If you would like to know more about
the Warrrandyte Mountain Bike Club,
visit our website:
www.warrandytemtb.com.au

Balance, strength and longevity
active
THE WARRANDY TE Calisthenics
College was established in 2001 with
the aim to be a calisthenics club with
a difference.
Over the past 19 years, this not-forprofit community group has grown to
have between 110-120 members each
year and has quietly been setting and
achieving goals, resulting in growth
and retention, making it one of the most
successful and respected calisthenics
clubs in Victoria.
The Warrandyte Calisthenics College
fosters confidence, commitment and

life-long friendships.
Although a competitive club, the focus
is on self improvement and teamwork
in performances, rather than winning,
and this nurturing and encouraging
approach has lead to numerous State
and Runner-up State titles, as well as
Aggregate wins at the prestigious Royal
South Street Eisteddfod in Ballarat,
where our Juniors team performed for
the first time last year.
2018 saw another five talented coaches
achieve their level one qualification
through the club, bringing the total
number of coaches to 13.
The team is headed up by Principal
Coach, Katrina Berryman who has
previously received awards as the

Victorian then Australian coach of
the year.
Many members have also worked
hard to present for skills exams with
outstanding results.
The club still has six of their original
47 members involved with the club,
and each year, more performers are
recognized with five, 10 and 15 year
awards.
Twins Madeleine and Elizabeth
(pictured) achieved their 10 year
award at the age of just 13, and, along
with friends such as Emily, (pictured)
continue to gain performance and life
skills through all this quietly successful
club has to offer members of our local
community.

Fat loss: the plusses and minuses of a calorie deficit

fitness
By CHRIS SHARP
MOST PEOPLE fail to truly understand
the reason why any fat-loss diet
actually WORKS.
Far too often, we confuse correlation
with causation; i.e. the things that

cause fat loss and the things that
simply contribute to fat loss.
There are many things which people
attribute with weight loss, a few
examples might include:
•	Avoiding certain foods or only
eating specific food groups.
•	Adding a new set of intervals to
your exercise routine.
•	Avoiding your “cheat meal”, dairy,
processed foods.
•	Fad diets.
There are many, many, more.
I could write a whole column on the
things that people say “cause fat loss”.
The simple fact of the matter is, fat loss
is a result of entering and maintaining
a calorie deficit (burning more calories
than you are consuming).
Fat loss is a simple process, there’s no
need to overcomplicate it.
Focus on the important stuff (like
maintaining a calorie deficit) and
allow everything else to fall into place,
anybody can lose weight by starving
themselves.
But results are more long term and
positive if you do it properly, and these
are the reasons why.

› Back Pain
› Neck Pain
› Sports Injuries
Book your appointment today!

Longevity
The lower your starting fat loss
calories are, the less room you’ll have
to move in the future should you hit a
plateau and stop losing weight.
Put another way, what are you going
to do if you stop losing weight and
you’re already eating as few as 1200
calories per day?
Excessive hunger
If you’ve dieted before, you’d realise
that the dieting process is essentially
controlled starvation.
Inevitably, that’s going to lead to
some hunger.
Maybe not at first if you can do things
right, but the larger the calorie deficit
you’re in, the hungrier you’re going to
get which may make it harder to stick
to your diet.
Muscle mass
Controlling your calorie deficit is
important; the larger the calorie deficit
you’re in, the greater your chance of
burning through excessive amounts
of muscle mass and becoming skinny,
rather than lean and muscular.

‘Blowback’
This is about adjusting your margin
of error.
The fewer calories you eat, the larger
the percentage increase if you over-eat.
Overindulging and having a 5,000
calorie day will have a greater impact
on someone on a 1,000 calorie
restricted diet than someone on a
2,500 calorie restricted diet.
Enjoyment
Possibly the most important one.
Dieting is already difficult — you’re
starving yourself in a controlled
manner.
Why make it more difficult than it
needs to be by over-starving yourself?
Plus, the less calories you eat, the
harder it is to eat delicious foods that
tend to be on the more calorie dense
side of things.
Getting the fat loss job done on as
many calories as possible gives you
maximum flexibility in terms of food
choice, maintaining your social life
and limiting the types of food you
can eat.
What is good for fat loss?
As humans we love to analyse and

overcomplicate things, but when it
comes to fat loss, satisfying one simple
equation is quite literally all we need
to ensure the scales are moving in the
right direction.
However, when it comes to getting
those scale numbers down and
keeping them down forever, the way
in which you go about doing so is
going to play a big part in ensuring
that happens.
Stay consistent in your approach and
track your progress, that way, if things
don’t move the way you want them
to, you’ll have enough information at
hand to make some educated changes.
Otherwise you’re just guessing,
simple as that.
So, after a big festive season where
we may have put on a bit of fat (I
know I have) and we are now back to
reality it is time to keep it consistent
and simple with your exercise and
nutrition routine and make 2019 your
healthiest year.
Chris Sharp owns and operates
rivvaPT 4-5/266 Yarra St Warrandyte
Ph.0419 553 058

2 Trezise St, Warrandyte

Inside Warrandyte Consulting Rooms

Online bookings at:
warrandytephysio.com.au

Ph: 9844 1566
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The Warrandyte
Grand Slam
By MAREE NEIL
THERE IS not one but two great
tennis tournaments that take place in
Melbourne over the summer.
While the world’s best tennis players
descend on Melbourne Park, trying to
beat each other in the January heat,
Warrandyte’s own tennis superstars
can kick back and enjoy the show,
after taking part in Warrandyte Tennis
Club’s own annual in-house tennis
tournament which takes place in early
December.
Any member can enter for a chance to
be the men’s or women’s, boy’s or girl’s
club champion of the year, the 2018
Club Champs rounded off the year
with a bit of fun and competitiveness
among friends, strangers and family.
The juniors kicked the day off with a
nail biting finish in the 18-and-under
girl’s final.
Erica Hamilton overcame a tiebreaker finish to take the title from
Ruby Bradford, last year’s winner.
Congratulations Erica.
James Termorshuizen won the
18-and-under boy’s championship
when his opponent, Kade Cody, retired
injured.
Congratulations James.
The afternoon livened up when
almost 20 members (including a few
of the juniors) entered the seniors’
tournaments — a relatively good
turnout compared to previous years.

Ariel Paterson took the win in an
exciting women’s final against Ruby
Bradford.
“The standard of competition has
been growing thanks to the growth
of talented junior players at the club,”
says Ariel.
“I expect the club champs in 2019
will have more players playing at a
higher level.”
In the men’s final, a hard-fought
match between Michael Ashfield and
James Termorshuizen eventually saw
the win go to Michael.
The South Warrandyte courts hosted
the 12-and-under and 10-and-under
tournaments, attracting 16 players.
Far rah Haslam w on the
championship in the 12-and-under
event while the runner-up was Callum
Aldenhoven.
Meanwhile, George Dunkley won
the 10-and-under championship, with
Elyssa Aretis clinching the runner-up
position.
We l l d o n e t o a l l t h o s e w h o
participated.
If watching the Australian Open has
stirred your passion for tennis, why not
join Warrandyte Tennis Club and this
December it could be you on court.
For information on how to join
Warrandyte Tennis Club, visit their
website: warrandytetennisclub.org.au).

Ariel Paterson

Ruby Bradford and Erica Hamilton

Michael Ashfield

James Termorshuizen

New kids on the court
By SUSAN FOREMAN
TWO BOYS from Warrandyte Tennis
Club have served it up to the best in
the world at the 2019 Australia Open.
Daniel Mizzi, 13, and Matthew Quick,
15, have spent their summer holidays
as Ball Kids at the Grand Slam season
opener at Melbourne Park.
The pair follow in the footsteps of the
likes of Roger Federer, who famously
spent time as a Ball Kid in the early
1990s.
Federer speaks fondly of his time as
a Ball Kid, telling Tennis TV that it is a
great opportunity to get to see players
up close, “see how they prepare, see
how they sweat, see how they deal with
the pressure”.
Being a Ball Kid was an amazing
opportunity for the young tennis
players to get a taste of centre court.
Following a rigorous selection
process in March the pair made the
initial cut from around 2,000 hopefuls
from across the country.
The top 400 were put through further
testing and training, with the final 312
announced in early November to be in
the AO Tournament Team.
The 88 who missed out on the final
AO selection were invited to work
at either the Kooyong Classic or the
Men’s Wheelchair Open.

Matthew Quick told the Diary that he
was very excited to have the chance to
be up-close to his tennis heroes.
“Rafael Nadal is a fantastic player
with some great technique,” Matthew
said, although the personal highlight
for Matthew was to be a Ball Kid for the
Quad Men’s Doubles Wheelchair final.
“Dylan Alcott was great, when he
won the cup we all got our photo taken
with him,” he said.
The pair are working their way up
to being able to play at competition
level themselves, they have both been
selected to represent the Eastern
Region in the Junior League.
Matthew hopes he will be able to
play centre court himself one day, but
for now is delighted to be able to have
been part of the action as a Ball Kid.
Warrandyte Tennis Club are
hosting trials for Ball Kids for the
2020 Australian Open.
Level 1 trials are open to anyone
between the ages of 12-15 as at
January 1 2020 and will be held on
March 17.
If you’re interested in applying,
head to www.tennis.com.au/ballkids
to book a place.
Successful kids will be invited to
attend the stage 2 trials at Melbourne
Park at a future date.

Go walkabout
Matthew Quick and Daniel Mizzi
Matthew gets in on the AO action

FROM initiatives such as the
Ringwood to Box Hill Rail Trail,
the Mullum Mullum Loop, the
Diamond Creek Trail extension,
the connection of Warrandyte
to the Main Yarra Trail and the
announcement in September 2018
of $2.5M State investment in a 40km
Lilydale to Yarra Glen Rail Trail,
there are some fantastic walking
trails right on our doorstep.
Tackling these, more “civilised”
trails is often a great way to progress
your walking from “just to the shop”
to tackling some of the fantastic
walking tracks in our National Parks
and the Victorian alpine region.
The power of the internet means it
is very easy to go and explore trails,
both near and far, on your own — in

relative safety.
But more often, it is more fun to
do this in the company of others
— and this is where groups such
as the Koonung Bushwalking Club
can help.
Although the luxury of “free time”
puts bushwalking in the domain of
the retiree, this activity is suitable
for all ages and the Koonung
Bushwalking Club is interested in
meeting anyone, of any age, who
wants to come walking with them.
The Koonung Bushwalking club meet
at 7:45pm on the third Wednesday of
every month at The Pines, Living and
Learning Centre, Blackburn Road,
East Doncaster.
koonungbwc@yahoo.com.au
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Aths running strong across the state
By ED MUNKS
THE LITTLE Athletics Victorian Relay
Championships were held at the
Lakeside Stadium in December.
Park Orchards girl Harriet Glover
won bronze in the U16 mixed 4x100m.
Also running was Patrick Ward’s U16
team who were knocked out in the
elimination heats.
Four Pillars
In the annual Little Athletics Four
Pillars Multi Event held at the Tom
Kelly Track in Doncaster, athletes from
Doncaster, Box Hill, Nunawading and
Ringwood competed.
The best of our locals included Grace
Baldock’s 11th place in the U6s with
sister Chloe Baldock winning the gold
medal in the U8s.
The other sister combination saw U14
Alice Glover place 9th and Harriette
Glover winning a gold medal in the
U16s and rounding out a successful
day Patrick Ward won the silver medal
in the U16s.
Wangaratta Sports Carnival
Australia Day saw the 98th running of
the Wangaratta Sports Carnival which
was held in hot conditions with former
gift winners Harrison Kerr (2017),
Cam Dunbar (2012) and Todd Ireland
(2011) competing.
Harrison made the Open final and
ran a 4th and in the Open 70m made
the semi-finals.

WIN $1000*

The final was won by Jake Ireland.
Darcy Ireland ran a 5th place in the
120m restricted final.
2017 Stawell Gift winner Olivia Ryan
made the final of the Women’s Gift
with a 7th place and her coach Craig
Mair, leading his young squad, ran in
three of the sprint events.
Youngster Zoe Glassborow made
three finals with an 8th in the U18 70m,
a 4th in the 120m restricted and an 8th
in the 400m.
Mark Glassborow won the 300m
Masters final and Ben Munks rounded
out the hot day with a 6th placing in his
heat of the 800m.
Maribyrnong Gift
Olivia Ryan made the final of the
Womens Gift final for a 5th placing,
Cam Dunbar ran a 6th in the 300m
mens final, also competing were
Thomas Clarke in the 300m and
Ben Munks in the 1600m with Zoe
Glassborow’s best being a 7th in the
120m U18 girls final.
Little athletics is open for ages
6 – 16 of all abilities and everyone
is welcome.
For information on East Doncaster
Little Athletics Club, please contact
c l u b P r e s i d e n t Ja c q u i Wa r d
on jacqui@thewardfamily.id.au
East Doncaster Little athletics
Club is sponsored by the Warrandtye
Bendigo Community Bank.
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RAISE MONEY FOR YOUR SCHOOL, CLUB OR CHARITY
VISIT RUNWARRANDYTE.COM
ENTER IN AN EVENT AND START FUNDRAISING

Olivia Ryan at Maribyrnong Gift
semi final (red bib)

Photos: JACQUI WARD
Harriette Glover at State Little Aths relays – Bronze medal U16’s

Zoe Glassborow (blue bib)
at Maribyrnong

The community that
runs together…
IT IS LESS than a month until Run
Warrandyte 2019, Warrandyte’s
annual family fun run.
With run distances from 2.2km to
15km and a special Under 8’s race,
there is a distance option for all
ages and fitness’s, it is also a great
way to support local businesses and
explore the wonderful scenery of
Warrandyte.
With thanks to major sponsor
Warrandyte Community Bank, there
are also great prizes on offer for
primary school aged children.
Th e s c h o o l a g e d c h i l d w h o
fundraises the most money will
win a $100 bank account with the

Warrandyte Community Bank and
$1000 for their Primary School*
For the more serious runners
out there, Run Warrandyte has
invited running clubs from across
the northeast suburbs to participate
in their 2019 event and this is a great
opportunity to get to know local
running clubs such as Diamond
Creek Runners, Generation Run,
Westerfoldians and #Getitdone.
Whether you are running for a
cause, for your health or because
you have a love of exploring the
local surrounds, Run Warrandyte is
the event for you and a great way to
launch your training for events such

as Run For The Kids or the Melbourne
Marathon.
Brynton Ashton has won the 15km
run for the last two years, will he
make it a third?
If you want to find out, make
sure you are on the start line at
Warrandyte Reserve on March 3.
*Terms and conditions apply, see the
Run Warrandyte website for more
options.
To register for this event
visit: runwarrandyte.com

Bloods
set
to
kick
off
2019
footy
season
JOIN THE FUN
By JOSH HUNTLY
School oval with#RUNWARRANDYTE
as many as 50 players
WARRANDYTE Football Club’s pre- attending any given session, including
season campaign is well underway as Richmond Football Club premiership
Anthony
McGregors squad targets a defender Dylan Grimes who was
All profits from event registrations go to the Warrandyte Sporting Group - keeping our kids playing footy, cricket and netball all year
at theBank
club
during
a recent
The Primary
student
who raises the most money for their school welcomed
wins a Warrandyte Community
Branch
bank account
with
return
to School
finals
footy.
an OPENING BALANCE OF $100* and a Warrandyte Community
Bank Branch DONATION
OF $1000 for their School.
training
session.
With a more
evenly*Visit
spread
Division
3
http://www.runwarrandyte.com/terms-and-conditions for more details
The Eastern Football L eague
in 2019, the Bloods’ efforts to return to
August action have been bolstered by competition revamp means that
key signings and healthy numbers on Division 3 will become a more
the training track just weeks after the balanced entity with just eight teams
competing as opposed to 12 in 2018.
conclusion of the 2018 season.
The club is set to launch into a
The Bloods’ tall stocks have been
bolstered by the arrival of Portland new era of local football as the EFL
Ruck, Luke Hodge along with the has opted to adopt proposed rule
arrival of Nathan Grimes from the changes, including a fixed 6-6-6
Upper Murray League, both looking starting formation at the opening
to complement Taylor Hayton in the bounce and abolishing the kick to play
on from a goal-square kick-in.
ruck.
This could be advantageous to a
The midfield has been bolstered
by the inclusions of experienced Bloods outfit that prides itself on fast
Hurstbridge duo Tom Grimes and ball movement and transition play and
Sean Jellie, who come to Warrandyte Senior Coach Anthony MacGregor
on the back of strong seasons in says it’s an exciting opportunity for his
Division 1 of the Northern Football young side hoping to make a point in
this campaign.
League.
Warrandyte opens the season with
The majority of the club’s senior
squad have re-committed for the a stern test against Division 4 Grand
coming season and after an injury- Finalists Glen Waverley at home on
plagued 2018 campaign, as many as 22 April 6.
players have returned to full training. Photos: JACKIE AUSTIN
Pre-season sessions have been Right: Bloods hit the field for some
bustling down at the Warrandyte High summer training
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Rep honours for Warrandyte’s young cricketers
By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE Cricket Club’s young
guns showed off their wares at the
Victorian Metropolitan Cricket
Union Representative carnival, with
five Bloods selected to play for the
Ringwood District Cricket Association.
1st XI all-rounder Bailey Bowyer was
selected for a spot in the U18 RDCA
Phil Arnold side while four U16 players
also received a call-up, including 2nd
XI pace bowler Halley Simpson for
the Keith MacKay team, all-round
duo Brady Poole and Chris Rakuscek
in the Jim Bietzel squad along with
Ethan Ward.
Competing against the best
junior cricketers in Metropolitan
Melbourne, Simpson headlined the
best performances, wasting no time
settling into the high-standard cricket
and claiming a blistering 5/28 off nine
overs to help the MacKay Shield side
to a comprehensive opening round
victory against the Ferntree Gully

District Cricket Association.
Despite a slow run by the side
following Simpson’s opening stanza,
he would again be the catalyst in the
final round against the North-West
Metropolitan Cricket Association,
bowling an economical 2/16 off 5 to
end his competition on a high note.
Brady Poole was elevated to the
vice-captaincy of the MacKay Shield
side and led by example, displaying his
full all-round ability with a top score
of 27 with the bat to go with his seven
wickets at an average of 17.26, a solid
outing for the 1st XI prodigy.
After a solid run of form for
Warrandyte’s 2nd XI, Rakuscek didn’t
miss a beat with the ball, taking four
wickets in an economical tournament
with best figures of 2/12 off 6.
While Bailey Bowyers U18 side
endured a winless campaign, Bowyer
acquitted himself well with best
figures of 2/28 with the ball and 21
with the bat.

Photos: Field of View Sports Photography

Bailey Bowyer

Halley Simpson

Warrandyte Seniors make push for finals berths
By RYAN HOIBERG
WARRANDYTE’S seven Senior teams
are in tight battles to push towards
playing finals for 2018/19, with all of
them currently strong contenders for
season glories.
Warrandyte’s 1st XI sits just outside
the top four, and has the form player
of the competition leading them from
the front.
Captain Ayrton Dehmel has played
12 matches for the year for the club,
with three centuries and three halfcenturies assisting him to make 659
runs at an average of 60 for the year.
This is around 400 runs more than the
next player, and highlights Dehmel’s
dominance for the club.

Dehmel is being assisted by Vice
Captain Luke Killey and coach Scott
Handley, both with 15+ wickets for
the year to give Warrandyte a strong
chance in a tight competition.
The 2nd XI are a game out of the top
four, with only eight points between
3rd and 7th in the Pat Meehan Shield.
Warrandyte have secured some
important wins in late December and
the one day games to start 2019, which
has put them into a strong position to
push towards a finals berth, with three
two-day games left to finish the season.
Captain Campbell Holland and Vice
Brandon Stafford have managed the
team well, with both assisting with
bat and ball.

The 3rd XI currently sit in 6th, and
will need to win all their final games to
ensure a finals berth, but with a secure
and stable squad confirmed for the
first time this year, they have started
putting together strong results and will
be the dark horse for the competition.
The 4th XI are sitting comfortably
in the top two of the Nell Tull Shield,
and have only dropped one game for
the entire year.
Lead by Captain Shaun Ison, the
fours still need to secure one more
win to ensure a double chance for the
finals, but are sitting in a strong spot to
contend in March.
The 5th XI are mathematically a

South Warrandyte cricket wrap
By TROY DONIS
P U L S E S w e re ra c i ng at S ou t h
War randyte Cr icket C lub over
Australia Day weekend as the 1st and
2nd XI sat in 4th, just two points clear
of 5th place.
The club has been buoyed in recent
weeks by the return of favourite son
and Western Bulldogs Premiership
player Shane Biggs.
The last time Biggs played for South
Warrandyte was the 2010/11 season.
Biggs helped the 2nd XI in two tight
chases in the games leading up to the
Christmas break with not-out innings
in both.
In addition to Biggs, the club has
also seen the return of Scott Brasher
to the 2nd XI.
Brasher last played in for the 6th XI
in the 2016/17 season where he helped
the South Warrandyte reach the Grand
Final in the K Grade.
Former club Junior and FitzroyDoncaster player Mitch Chappie
debuts for the 1st XI in their Round 12
match against 7th place St Andrews
who have won only one of their
six games going into Australia Day
weekend.
1st XI
Their up down season has continued,
with the team unable to maintain its
strong form going into the break.
A win against North Ringwood was
offset by heavy defeats to Croydon
North and Scoresby.
Tom Peter-Budge and Josh Barrett
have continued their strong form with
the bat however, and along with Josh
Exley, will be key to club for the rest of
the season.
2nd XI
The 2nd XI four-game winning-streak
came to an end in Round 11, losing
by only 10 runs in a tight run-chase
against Warranwood.
Despite the loss, there was excitement
in the stands when 14-year-old Lucas
“Big Dog” Bridger made 38.
In the games leading up to the
Australia Day weekend, Lucas has

taken 12 wickets and made 84 runs.
T h e c l u b i s l o o k i n g f o r w a rd
to watching this up-and-coming
youngster progress over the months
and years ahead.
3rd XI
Sitting on no wins and with a bye for
Australia Day weekend, the 3rd XI can
only hope for a win in the final game
of the home and away season where
they will face 4th place Boronia on
February 23.
Despite their run of bad luck, 60-yearold Lachie McMahon is having a
career-high year, accumulating 183
runs with an average of 36.
The club also continues to watch

Photo: Jasmine Day

the development of 3rd XI youngsters
Rhonan Appleby and Kyan Brasher.
Stat attack:
1st XI leaders after 11 Rounds
Batting Overalls (total runs; average)
Tom Peter- Budge — 347; 34.7
Josh Exley — 339; 30.82
Josh Barret — 244 ; 27.11
Bowling Overalls (wickets; average)
Josh Exley — 15 wickets; 16.8
Josh Barret — 13 Wickets; 20.92
Syed Musavi — 10 Wickets; 19.6
Lack Livingstone — 8 Wickets; 27.13
Pictured below Shane Biggs
(second from the left)

chance for the finals and currently
sitting in 5th for the Ian Dench Shield,
but will need results to go their way
and to win all three of the final two
day games.
The team have been unsettled prior
to Christmas, but with some consistent
teams and form from key players, they
have moved into a more comfortable
position on the ladder and have a
chance to move on.
In the 6th XI, they currently also sit
in 5th, but are four points (half a win)
away from second place and securing
a home final.
After winning their last five games,
they are the form team of the club,

with Captain Bill Stubbs and Danny
Weatherley guiding their mixed team
through some tough games and hitting
an exceptional run of form which
should see them capitulate into the
finals.
The 7th XI are the fourth team in the
club, currently sitting 5th on the ladder,
but their last two games have resulted
in tough losses and seen them just
drop into this position.
They will need to kick the current
form, and hopefully the change of
format from the one day games will
assist their leaders Greg Warren and
Ben Sproat in changing the fortunes
of the team.

Sophie’s big Day-out
By JOSH HUNTLY
WHEN Sophie Day isn’t donning
the whites for Warrandyte, she
often comes in to bat at the top of
the order for Plenty Valley Cricket
Club in the Victorian Premier
League.
A f t e r a s t i r r i n g a l l - ro u n d
performance, Sophie was
awa rd e d Vi c t o r i a n P re m i e r
Cricket Women’s Player Of The
Week for her performance against
Melbourne in Round 7 in the VCA:
Women’s Premier Firsts T20.
Chasing a T20 Grand Final berth,
Day did the damage with the bat
after coming in at first drop to

smash an unbeaten 38 runs off
49 deliveries, anchoring Plenty
Valley’s innings and propelling the
side to a defendable score of 135 of
their 20 overs.
With opposition Melbourne
Cricket Club seemingly cruising
at 1/75 after 10, Day proceeded to
claim a top order wicket and break
up a crucial partnership.
She struck just two overs later to
finish with 2/19 off four overs.
Her all-round performance
secured a stirring win for Plenty
Valley who fell just one win short
of securing a place in the Women’s
T20 Grand Final.

Photo: Arj Jiese

Day on her way to a match-winning knock
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