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Love is in the air
Spring has sprung, Warrandyte’s
hallmark plum trees are in full bloom,
so thoughts turn to warm sunny days
and, no, not magpies… love.
The Diary is embracing the season
of love to showcase our wonderful
wedding industry.
Lovers come from miles around to
perform their nuptials right here in our
beautiful corner of the world.
So, if wedding bells are ringing for you,
there is no better place to tie the knot
than right here.
Take a peek at our four-page wedding
special, pages 19–22.
Photo: JESSICA ABBY,
Courtesy Bramleigh Estate
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The Diary’s researchers have
taken a peek into the archives
to see what was happening in
Warrandyte a century ago and
guess what they found?
The Reporter
Friday September 13 1918,
Page 6

WARRANDYTE NOTES
Things were somewhat out of their latitude
on Thursday and Friday last week, when
the rains of the preceding few days came
down the valley from the mountains, and
with it an assortment of debris, bric-abrac, and old wattles, which had stood
the test of ages; logs, hidden perhaps
for half a century, had been lopped off
from their seclusion to take part in the
floating procession, first on end and then
rushing under, only to appear again and be
hastened on by the reckless current in the
made race, which was at times like some
giant serpent gliding in and out the banks,
devouring all and sundry as it roared past.
As it reached the piles of the Warrandyte
bridge, its freight wound itself round the
uprights with a tenacity that defied all
efforts at dislodgement.
It was like nature untrammelled by any

human law, but it is the pace that kills, and
it had pretty well spent itself by Saturday
morning.
While the flood lasted, daily pilgrimages
took place to the look-out on the bridge,
where for years there had not been water
in the Yarra of such magnitude, and the
residents had began to remove their goods
and chattels.
Mr. Bishop’s garden, centrally situated, was
perhaps the most affected, and received a
good deal of the overflow.
Some damage was done there, which is
to be regretted, as most of the inhabitants
look to him for their supply of vegetables.
[\

At last, after petitions to the chief secretary,
a police station has been re-established in
Warrandyte.
It was formerly at the west end of the
township, but is now centrally situated
between the Grand and Warrandyte hotels,
and as there is a great influx of visitors on
week-ends and holidays the arrangement
is to be commended.
The district has been some time without a
constable.
The residence of Mr. J. Grant has changed
hands, and has now been selected as the
police depot.
Constable McPhoe has been transferred
from South Yarra, and placed in charge of
the district.

ADVERTISING RATES
OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter.
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong community
character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve
its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards its not-forprofit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a
strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and it is available in
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park,
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE

Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River,
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the
first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900
the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Wednesday, October 17, 2018. commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense
Advertising and editorial copy closes Friday, October 5, 2018.
of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This newspaper is
the voice and true expression of that spirit.

NEXT ISSUE

By JOCK MACNEISH

$8.40 a column centimetre. One col
width: 40mm. Two col width: 84mm.
Full Page: 260x360mm colour $1050
inc GST, b&w $860 inc GST.
Half Page: 260x175mm colour
$690 inc GST, b&w $586 inc GST.
Quarter Page: 129x175mm vertical or
260x85mm horizontal colour $385 inc
GST, b&w $320 inc GST.

Readers are advised that the
Warrandyte Diary accepts no
responsibility for financial,
health or other claims published in advertising in this
newspaper. Responsibility for
election and referendum comment in this issue is accepted
by James Poyner.

Front page “ears” $105
Preferred position loading: Page 1
100%, Page 2 30%, Page 3 20%,
other nominated pages 10%.
Mini-ads: $20 for five lines
(30 characters per line). Pre-paid
unless otherwise arranged.
Design service: $30 small ad / $50
quarter page or larger.
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Warrandyte’s traffic trauma
Last month of bridgeworks?
By DAVID HOGG
AS WE GO TO press, the Bridge
Upgrade Project has just moved
to Stage 3, with concreting works
in the centre of the bridge having
been completed on September 1,
and southbound traffic having been
moved into the centre lanes during
the night of September 6/7.
Work now commences on the
upstream side of the bridge for the
traffic lane and the new pedestrian
pathway extension on the east side.
Despite this work being completed
later than originally advised,
presumably because of water main
works undertaken in conjunction
with Yarra Valley Water, VicRoads are
still stating in a late August Update
bulletin, “Works commenced in
mid-January and are expected to be

completed in September 2018”.
We have not yet received any
September bulletin or update,
despite requests, so are unable to
verify this.
Ho w e v e r, i t w o u l d b e v e r y
surprising if the project can be
finished this month as there is a
considerable amount of work still to
be completed, including:
• Stage 3 concreting
•	removal of all temporary barriers
•	completion of railings on both
sides to separate pedestrian and
cycle traffic from other vehicles
•	final sealed surfacing
•	lane markings
•	building a pedestrian crossing on
the south side of the bridge

•	completing the left turn slip-lane
in Yarra Street
•	completing the roadworks to
widen Kangaroo Ground Road,
north of the bridge
•	installing traffic lights north
of the bridge and associated
equipment, signage and lane
markings
•	completion of new water main
to properties on the west side of
Kangaroo Ground Road
•	landscaping and vegetation at
both ends of the bridge
•	Reinstate the Queen of the Shire
Any further update bulletins
received from VicRoads will be listed
on the Diary Facebook page as they
become available.

Road rage as Bridge closure times keep changing
By ROCKY RHODES
SOCIAL MEDIA has gone into meltdown
around Warrandyte as plans for lane closures
are being changed weekly at — usually — very
short notice.
Residents who have taken heed of advice
and changed their driving plans still find
themselves caught up in lengthy unannounced
delays.
VicRoads’ earlier promises that lane closures
on the bridge would only be performed
overnight and that they would try to avoid any
disruptions on the Saturdays of Warrandyte
Market seem to have gone by the board.
Further fuelling this frustration, an accident
on Fitzsimons Lane on August 29, caused
a surge in evening peak traffic as motorists
attempted to travel through Warrandyte, to
avoid congestion in Templestowe.
During that time, Facebook posts indicated
travel times in excess of an hour from Ringwood
to Warrandyte Bridge, and similar queue
coming in from the West End.
A similar surge in evening traffic occurred in
May this year, when a landslide on Fitzsimons
Lane also forced motorists to divert through an
already congested Warrandyte.
On September 1, Warrandyte Market day, the
Stage 2 concrete pour, which was scheduled to
have finished by 8am, in fact dragged out until
10:45am with sports and market traffic banked
up for kilometres on all four approaches to the
bridge, and local residents reporting delays of

45 minutes to get back home from the market.
A late change to the signage to update the
finish time from 8am to midday was all too
late for those who had expected the road to the
market to be clear.
Some 95% of the comments posted on
Facebook were furious with the delays and
lack of advice, whereas some 5% adopted an
attitude of “chill out — get used to it” or “small
pain for huge gain”.
An abridged version of some comments is
reproduced in the panel (right).

Leanne Sawers: Avoid Yarra St it’s awful
August 29

Melanie Harvey: Traffic back to Milne Road
from Ringwood
Jacqui Frolley Ward: Took me 70 minutes
from Ringwood to Webb St. Now have a bottle
of wine in the fridge and husband cooking
dinner! Life is good now that I’m out of that
traffic.

Justin Welander: Why aren’t we
moving? Does anyone know what’s
going on?
September 1

Justin Welander: Oh great. Perfect day to do
it. Warrandyte market and all.
Sean Pinder: Delays happen. Like everything
in life somethings don’t go to plan.
Cameron Bailey: I understand that Sean
but when you make decisions based on
communication from Vic roads you expect it
to be correct. It was meant to open at 8am. A
quick trip to the market has meant we can’t
get back home for 2 or so hours.

Warrandyte in the spotlight
THE BACKWATERS of Warrandyte were,
for a moment, the focus of the Nation’s
attention when an ABC News crew rolled
in to town to ask our opinion of the recent
leadership spill.
ABC reporter James Oaten asked, being
in the seat of Menzies, whether we thought
the founder of the Liberal Party would be
turning in his grave over the recent political
brouhaha.
And we thought they’d be asking about
the bridgeworks!

Main photo: PETER DROUGHT

ABC News

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

• Natural looking dentures
• Relines and repairs

• Laminated mouthguards
• On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation
Call

9844 4321

www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Like us

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

Julie Considine: KG Rd back past Osborne
Rd - definitely allow extra 20 minutes to your
travel times today
Robert Law: More like an hour
Lynda Ski: The sign yesterday said open at
8am if I had have known I would be stuck in
this traffic on my way to the market. Why is
this happening on a market day anyway? They
changed the sign to 2am to 12pm instead of
to 8am.
Phillip Price: Need one of the coffee shops to
sell coffee on the side of the road
Tommy Kustura: Bridge just collapsed
Adrian Kolavcic: Can’t wait for a total fire ban
day
Melanie Harvey: Fat lot of good it does to
change a sign if people were relying on
the original communications. I know the
“shut up and suck it up” brigade will no
doubt appear, but these bridge works have
been PAINFUL. And today is September 1 expected completion is September. How’s that
tracking????
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Victoria prepares
Labor promises to spend big on public transport
By SUSAN FOREMAN
‘ TIS THE SE ASON for election
promises, and the Andrew’s Labor
Party has brought out a doozy, the
Suburban Rail Loop, which will form
an outer ring around Melbourne, and
importantly for the area, provide a
station at Doncaster, finally linking
Manningham into the rail network.
This is not the Doncaster Rail that
has long been called for, but combined
with the Bus Rapid Transit service that
has been proposed to run along the
promised Eastern Freeway upgrade
incorporated with the North East
Link, this could be good news for
Warrandyte commuters.
It is unusual in recent times for
governments to commit to such a
long-term project, as the four-year
election cycle does not often reward
such far-sighted policy.
Premier Andrews says that the
Suburban Rail Loop project will
transform Victoria’s public transport
system, providing an underground
rail connection between Melbourne’s
major employment, health services,
education and activity precincts
outside the central business district.
There is also promised to be a
connection to the airport, providing
a direct link for travellers without
having to tackle the roads or transit
via the CBD, the rail journey from Box
Hill or Doncaster taking only around
30 minutes.
Presently, using public transport to
travel between Warrandyte and the
airport can take around two hours, if
travellers want to avoid travelling into
the CBD to take SkyBus.
“Trains on some sections of this
new suburban rail loop will travel at
up to 130 kilometres an hour and will
be able to deliver very fast services,”
Mr Andrews said at a recent press
conference.
Greens’ candidate for Warrandyte
in the upcoming election, Ben
Ramcharan told the Diar y that
the Suburban Rail Loop will be a
much-ne e de d addition to our
public transport system, but without
upgrades to existing rail lines, he fears
overcrowding will continue.
“I’m personally very excited to see
plans for a train station in Doncaster as
part of the Suburban Rail Loop.
“ This will bring rail ser vices

even closer to our community in
Warrandyte and is something that
the Greens have been pushing for for
a long time,” he said.
Undoubtedly, the planned project
will fundamentally change public
transport around Melbourne, moving
from a “spoke and wheel” system to
a “web”, directly connecting suburbs
without the need to travel via the CBD
and reducing reliance on the radial
transport and road networks.
It will not happen overnight, the
project is expected to be completed in
stages over multiple decades, with the
final completion projected out to 2050.
The first stages are planned to
commence construction in 2022,
beginning with the south-east section
from Cheltenham to Box hill and the
Airport link to Sunshine.
Project delivery
Exact project staging, timing, route
and construction methodology has
not yet been released, but Mr Andrews
says it will be confirmed as part of the
full business case for the project.
Cheltenham to Box Hill
(south-east)
•	Fully underground rail to
minimise impacts.
•	Further technical assessment
required to determine precise
station locations, staging and
construction timeline as part of
the full business case.
•	Target work to commence by end2022.
Box Hill to Melbourne Airport
(north-east)
•	Fully underground rail to
minimise impacts.
•	Further technical assessment
required to determine precise
station locations, staging and
construction timeline as part of
the full business case.
Melbourne Airport to Sunshine
(north-west, Airport Rail Link)
•	Potential sections of underground
and surface rail.
•	Technical assessment being
undertaken as part of the
Melbourne Airport Rail Link.
•	Target work to commence in 2022.
Sunshine to the Werribee line
(south-west)

•	Potential sections of underground
and surface rail.
•	Further technical assessment
required for this stage as part of
the full business case.
•	To be constructed in sections over
a period of decades.
With a headline budget of $50
billion, the actual costings are yet to be
released, but the Government has said
that the combined Suburban Rail Loop
south-east and north-east sections are
expected to cost in the order of $30–50
billion, and the Melbourne Airport
Rail Link section is expected to cost
$8–13 billion.
Local Liberal member, Ryan Smith
said that while the Liberal Party
supports road and rail infrastructure,
he is concerned that the election
promise has been developed outside
Infrastructure Victoria.
“The devil is in the detail, which
is why this idea needs to be sent to
Infrastructure Victoria for proper
assessment, costing and planning,”
he said.
“The Andrews Government set up
Infrastructure Victoria in the first
place, to allegedly ‘take the politics
out of infrastructure’, yet this proposal
is not one that has been assessed
by that agency, nor did it feature
in Infrastructure Victoria’s 30-year
infrastructure plan,” he said.
The Government have not yet
outlined the funding arrangements
for the project, however the
project’s Strategic Assessment states
“opportunities to offset capital costs
and capture value will be considered
in the full business case”.
“This includes direct commercial
arrangements or developments at
stations together with broader value
capture mechanisms”.
Mr Smith said he thinks this project
will hit Victorians in the hip pocket.
“Worryingly, Daniel Andrews won’t
rule out new taxes to fund this project,”
he said.
M r S m i t h s ay s G ove r n m e nt s
must plan for the future, “however
Melbourne’s commuters are sitting in
traffic and standing in crowded trains
today — they need a plan for today,
not one that will only reduce growing
congestion in 30 years’ time.”
Meanwhile the Liberal Party, so

far, have more modest promises for
Victoria’s rail network,
Liberals’ current promises are:
•	$487 million to extend the
Cranbourne line to Clyde, adding
both Cranbourne East and Clyde
railway stations.
•	$450 million to extend the
Frankston line with an electrified,
twin track to Baxter.
•	$300 million to duplicate the
Hurstbridge line between
Greensborough and Eltham,
rebuild Montmorency station and
add carparks at Greensborough,
Montmorency and Eltham
stations.

•	$77 million to increase services
and improve track conditions to
Shepparton.
However, Mr Smith says “there will
be others as the next three months
progress”.
Both major parties have promises
of massive infrastructure plans for
eastern Melbourne, with the Liberals
promising to construct an East West
Link before they consider developing
their own plans for a North East Link.
Labor is continuing its focus on
public transport improvements
alongside a North East Link and
improved Eastern Freeway.

North East Link plans released
The North East Link Authority (NELA) has now released
detailed plans for the proposed North East Link.
Minister for Roads and Road Safety Luke Donnellan says
the designs show the community what North East Link will
look like, how it will improve local access, open up new
public spaces and how it will be mitigate traffic noise issues.
“North East Link will be Victoria’s longest road tunnel,
with massive land bridges and a series of high-tech
interchanges to minimise impacts on homes, businesses
and environmentally sensitive areas,” he said.
NELA are holding community consultation drop-in sessions
over the coming weeks, including at Westfield Doncaster
on September 20, Eltham Village on October 11 and at
Eastland on October 14.
To see the new plans and for further information on the
community consultation sessions, visit:
northeastlink.vic.gov.au

Liberals promise upgrades for our local schools

Pictured: WHS Vice Principal Joseph Caruana, Ryan Smith MP and
WHS Principal Dr Stephen Parkin

By SUSAN FOREMAN
LIBERAL MP for Warrandyte,
Ryan Smith says an elected
Liberal Government will
provide $4.1 million in
funding for Warrandyte High
School and $1 million towards
the upgrade of Wonga Park
Primary School facilities.
Mr Smith says Warrandyte
High School’s 480 students
and their families will benefit
from the $4.1 million dollar
investment, which he says will
see significant improvements
to buildings that are looking
increasingly old and tired.
“As the only state
secondary school servicing
the Warrandyte and Park
Orchards area, it is vital that
this school is provided with
the much-needed funds
required to bring its facilities
to a modern standard,” Mr
Smith said.
“Despite being an election

commitment in 2010, Labor
has failed to deliver these vital
upgrades to Warrandyte High
School.”
“By upgrading the facilities
at Warrandyte High, it will
give students and teachers the
working environment they
deserve.
“I am delighted that
the Liberals have made
this commitment to the
students, families and staff of
Warrandyte High School.
Meanwhile, he says with
growing student numbers,
Wonga Park Primary
currently has no area where
students can meet for
assembly or other events,
without uncomfortably
cramming those students into
the senior school building.
A statement from Mr Smith’s
office says the promised
funding will enable Wonga

Park Primary School to
redesign their current spaces
so that students can meet
and be taught in areas that
are more conducive and
comfortable.
He said this could include
enclosing the current shelter
covering the basketball
courts, allowing for the
school to use it as a hall or
community space during
inclement weather.
“The Liberal Nationals are
committed to redeveloping
Wonga Park Primary School
and give local students every
chance they need to pursue
a quality education,” said Mr
Smith.
“I am delighted that these
funds have been secured for
the students, families and
staff of Wonga Park Primary
School.”
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to go to the polls

Greens’ pledge for
the public good
By SUSAN FOREMAN
THE GREENS’ focus this election will
be on liveable communities, politics
for the public good and protecting the
environment, says Greens candidate for
Warrandyte, Ben Ramcharan.
“Warrandyte is a beautiful place to live
and as a candidate in the area, I want to
help preserve it for all of us.
“I love being part of the strong
Warrandyte community and being able to
live in an area which has the best of both
worlds in terms of local environment and
local economy.”
Mr Ramcharan says politicians need to
act in the public interest and the Greens
plan to stop further privatisations and
return vital public services, including
transport and energy, back into public
hands “so as we can put the community
and the public good first”.
Mr Ramcharan says Warrandyte
is a beautiful place to live and has a
fantastic neighbourhood character, but
as Melbourne grows, poor planning is
threatening to ruin that by bringing large
levels of traffic to this small village.
“The Greens have a plan to improve
public transport and get cars off the road
to solve this problem,” he said.

As Victoria gears up for the November 24 poll, the Diary will provide
full and unbiased coverage of the contest for the seat of Warrandyte.

Be a part of the
democratic process
By SUSAN FOREMAN
IT IS AN ELECTION year, and this, of course,
means on the last Saturday in November, there
will be a State election.
Election day is not just about the democracy
sausages, the once-in-four-year event takes the
Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) some
24,000 people to run across 88 electorates.
There are early voting centre staff, mobile
voting teams, voting centre managers, roll
markers, queue controllers, ballot box guards,
vote counters, and more — all coming together
to facilitate the November 24 poll to ensure a fair
and free election of our State Government.
Election staff are provided with competitive pay
rates, on the job training and a unique working
experience.
If you are interested in being part of the process,
the VEC will soon be hiring staff to work across
the state, including around 200 people in the
Warrandyte electorate.
Some jobs are only a couple of hours, but some
may be needed for a month or more.
There are strict rules around impartiality and
political neutrality, so all applicants will need to
submit a declaration of political activity.
The VEC is looking to employ people from a
broad range of backgrounds, so if you are over
16 years old and this is something you may be
interested in pursuing, register at:
www.vec.vic.gov.au/workatelections
No experience required.
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Projects ripe for the picking
By JAMES POYNER
& JOSH HUNTLY
A $30 MILLION State funded Pick My
Project community grants initiative,
which has been a hot topic for
individuals and community based
organisations for the past four months
and the public voting window to choose
which projects are given a share of the
money is about to close.
This means Victorian’s across the state
have only a few more days to vote for
their top three projects.
The initiative aims to distribute
funding across the state into projects
such as community events, repair cafes/
sheds, community gardens, art projects,
urban landscaping, skill share programs
and walking/cycling trails.
Community groups, events and
initiatives are part of what binds
the residents of Warrandyte and
surrounding communities together,
so it is no surprise that within five
kilometres of the township there are 18
project proposals.
The $30M needs to be distributed
evenly across the State, but with 2299
projects being put up for public voting
— more than half of that focussed
around Melbourne — competition for
funding is going to be tough.
The participatory budgeting platform
this initiative uses means that the
popularity of a project is determined by
the community who would use it.
In theory, this ensures funds are
assigned to a project the community
thinks will benefit them the most.
Victorian’s can each only vote for
three projects — the Diary has outlined
a selection of the projects proposed in
and around Warrandyte.
New vision for Laughing Waters
Local artists Eugene Howard and
Kate Hill are collaborating with Parks
Victoria, Nillumbik Council and the
Wurundjeri Land and Compensation
Cultural Heritage Council Aboriginal
Corporation to seek funding to restore
two buildings designed by Landscape
Architect Gordon Ford and Architect
Alistair Knox, situated in Laughing
Waters Reserve.
Once restored, these buildings will be
used as a site for an Artist in Residence
program, aimed at bringing in a diverse
range of national and international
artists, as well as cultural programs,
talks, workshops and exhibitions for the
local community.
Eugene is also hoping to forge a
s t ro n g e r re l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n
artists, the local community and the
Wurundjeri, which will bolster the
existing strong artist community in
Eltham, Warrandyte, Kangaroo Ground
and Bend of Islands.
“The project has been developed as a
co-use space between the Wurundjeri
and Residency Projects,” said Eugene
when he spoke to the Diary.
Eugene went on to explain the
Wurundjeri wish to use the site as a
place for “inter-generational cultural

knowledge transfer, bush food/medicine
education, access to the nearby eel traps
and significant cultural sites in the
reserve surrounding the buildings”.
“We will also develop smaller projects
that will include public language classes,
walking events and recurring panel
discussions around Indigenous arts and
culture; we will grow our partnerships
across the Shire of Nillumbik and up
the Birrarung (Yarra) River to enable
exhibitions and events to occur from the
City of Melbourne to the Yarra Ranges.
“We’re thinking of the site as an arts
and cultural centre with a core artist-inresidence stream,” he said.
The restoration of two buildings
d e s i g n e d b y i c o n i c Au s t r a l i a n
architects, and an opportunity to
further understand and strengthen the
relationship between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous Australians through
art and cultural experiences, would
enhance an already rich cultural gestalt.
Warrandyte Men’s Shed
In May 2017, the Diary spoke with
Chris “Chewy” Padgham, Assistant
Scout Leader to 1st Warrandyte Scouts
and long-time advocate of men’s health
when he initially attempted to set up a
Men’s Shed in Warrandyte.
Chewy had conveyed how a lifetime
working to support and improve men’s
mental health had taught him that a
space where men can work and chat
around other men can help them deal
with emotional stress in a healthy way,
instead of trying to supress it, which
often results in them either lashing
out violently or completely shutting
down and becoming disconnected
with society.
“My objective, which is the objective
of every men’s shed really, is to have a
place where men can meet and talk and
share their experience and I think it will
be a great thing for Warrandyte.
“I thought that [a men’s shed] was a
good opportunity to act as a catalyst
and contribute something back to the
community and there’s a lot of people
that have been talking about it but not
a lot happening so I thought I could get
the ball rolling,” said Chewy.
The major hurdles faced by Chewy
in 2017 were a suitable location and
funding.
Chewy is hoping to secure $85,000
from the Pick My Project initiative,
which will go towards leasing and
converting an appropriate building.
A sporting chance
Warrandyte, Wonga Park and Park
Orchards sporting communities have
all put forward projects to improve the
sports precinct in their respective towns.
The Warrandyte Sporting Group is
encouraging the local community to
rally behind its proposed exercise trail
to be situated at Warrandyte Reserve.
The exercise trail proposal earmarked
several sites for construction of the
area, including an option for a single
site between the tennis court and oval,

Photo: EUGENE HOWARD
Birrarung House, Laughing Waters
a cluster of smaller and more focused
workout areas located around the
ground and a custom kit to be utilised
in a flexible fashion.
The site is designed to accommodate
people of varying levels of fitness and
aptitude with equipment specialising
in strengthening, core exercise, aerobics
and agility just to name a few.
The trail would not require any
maintenance and would utilise recycled
plastics to construct environmentally
friendly workout equipment.
The project provides a casual and
intensive fitness outlet situated in the
heart of Warrandyte.
Wonga Park are seeking $140,000 to
install flood lights on the community
oval which will allow local sporting
teams to train at night which will greatly
improve the use of the oval during
winter.
In Park Orchards, the local sporting
group is in the process of negotiating
with Manningham Council for an
extensive redevelopment of the
Domeney Reserve sports buildings.
The club is looking for $84,000 of
funding from Pick My Project to develop
a community space at the reserve for
dinners and social functions.
Domeney Recreation Centre was
earmarked for development as part of
the Domeney Reserve Management
Plan, endorsed by Council in October
2017.
But in the July 2018 council meeting,
sporting groups and other users had
proposed an alternative development
plan for the Reserve facilities, plans
which would require additional funding,
on top of that which Council had already
assigned the project.
Funding for this social space at
Domeney Reserve is not just the first of
many steps into the development of the
facilities at Park Orchards but would also
give the community some much needed
community function space, something

Warrandyte Reserve Fitness Trail proposal
which they currently lack.
These projects are a small sample of
the many funding worthy community
projects which have been put forward.
Other local initiatives include: erosion
control on Anderson’s Creek; resurfacing
of the Anderson’s Creek Primary School
oval; Suicide prevention seminars; a
sensory play space at Kangaroo Ground
Primary School; upgrade of the picnic
area at Jumping Creek and a new play
space at Park Orchards Community
House.
Voting criteria requires the participant

to reside within 5km of the chosen
project and to be 16 years or older.
If you are interested in voting for any
of these, or looking to see all the other
projects on offer, visit the Pick My
Project website before September 17
and pick your projects.
Project funding is scheduled to be
handed out at the end of September.
pickmyproject.vic.gov.au
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Wild winter wakes Warrandyte
By DAVID HOGG
WARRANDY TIANS must have
wondered how they had incurred the
wrath of the gods over the final weeks
of winter, particularly those at church
on the morning of Sunday, August
20, when a huge lightning explosion
shook Warrandyte, following earlier
strikes late on the previous evening.
Locals advise that during these
thunderstorms a massive bolt of
lightning struck a swimming pool
in the Glynns Road/Weerona Way
area causing a power surge through
an electrical fitting into parts of the
residence and beyond.
Fortunately no one was injured.
Many nearby residents in these
streets and the nearby area have
reported damage to electrical
equipment, light globes blown out

or circuit breakers tripped.
Others found that equipment such
as fridges, which traditionally used to
be reasonably immune from minor
power surges, had failed because
such items are now computer — or
at least electronically — controlled.
Meanwhile more far-reaching
damage was done to communications
and electronic equipment as a result
of the lightning surge.
Ma n y m o d e m s, c o m p u t e r s,
printers, cordless phones and
televisions have had to be repaired
or replaced.
Despite the obvious damage done
to items connected to power or
telephone lines, the services did
stand up well to the strike with no
major power or telephone outages.
And to add insult to injury, a late

winter frost of -3 degrees on the
night of Tuesday August 28 caused
a number of households to discover
burst water pipes the following
morning as a result of the water
freezing.
Plumbers have been kept busy,
and residents have been calculating
whether the cost of repairs justifies
an insurance claim when insurance
excess and possible loss of their noclaim bonus is taken into account.
Dennis Nelthorp, of the not-forprofit law firm Disaster Legal Help,
has been assisting the affected
residents, and will be speaking at
the Be Ready Warrandyte Forum in
November to discuss how to work out
your insurance needs when it comes
to natural disasters, whether that is
lightning strike, bushfire or flood.

Photo: Libby Annand

Is your business as
safe as houses?
FOLLOWING on from last year’s “Safe
as Houses” forum, Be Ready Warrandyte
(BRW) will again be holding a presummer fire forum.
This year Dick Davies from the
Warrandyte Community Association
says BRW will be holding a Bushfire
In su ra n c e Fo r u m o n Thu r s d ay ,
November 15.
Drawing on the experiences of events
such as Black Saturday, discussion will
be not only about what households
can do to prepare for bushfire, but
also businesses, who are often not
considered when we think about
bushfire preparation.
Put this one in your diary, as it is sure
to be a must-see event.
More details in the next edition.

Nillumbik releases bushfire mitigation strategy
NIL LUMBIK Shire Council has
released its draft Bushfire Mitigation
Strategy, which defines how it will
prepare for, and respond to, bushfire
emergencies.
The draft paper addresses the Shire’s
vulnerability to bushfire and how
the risks should be managed and
mitigated.
It specifically addresses how
Council meets its bushfire mitigation
responsibilities.
The Council initiated the strategy
following a workshop attended by
Nillumbik councillors, council officers,
residents of high-bushfire risk areas
and members of fire services.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Clarke said
the draft strategy recognised the risks

of maintaining liveability in an area
highly prone to major bushfires.
“Black Saturday, with its devastating
loss of life, homes and property,
demonstrated that we must be
prepared to mitigate the risk of fire
as much as possible,” Cr Clarke said.
The draft paper outlines seven
strategic controls to guide the Shire’s
bushfire mitigation strategy.
These controls demonstrate how the
Council would:
•	partner with the community to
build resilience
•	partner with other agencies before,
during and after emergencies
•	advocate at federal and state levels
to address the risk of bushfire
•	discharge its duties of enforcement

of state and local laws in a way
that was responsive to community
needs
•	ensure that it had the resilience
to withstand sudden shocks and
deliver relief and recovery services
•	ensure that safe work processes
were in place to protect staff and
that assets were managed and
maintained to standards that
considered bushfire risk
•	manage land and infrastructure to
reduce the likelihood of bushfires
occurring.
The draft bushfire mitigation plan
highlights the Council’s infrastructure
programs, “which includes an annual
commitment of approx. $1.2million
for roadside slashing, box clearance,

woody weed removal and other fire
hazard removal on council reserves;
maintenance of 52 water tanks that
provide over four million litres of
firefighting water; electrical line
clearance on more than 168 kilometres
of roads; road improvements including
installing passing bays in locations
identified by CFA brigades”.
Nillumbik’s draft plan acknowledges
that “bushfires have occurred and are
likely to occur again in our landscape.
“It also acknowledges that under
catastrophic conditions not all of the
strategic controls identified will be
effective.”
T h e p a p e r s a y s C o u n c i l a re
committed “to ensuring that as an
organisation we have the adaptive

capacity to meet our community’s
needs when we are impacted by
bushfire”.
If you would like to express your
views, there is still time to comment on
the paper — the draft strategy is open
for public comment until September
12, and is available to review at:
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
All submissions received will be
considered at the Future Nillumbik
Committee meeting on Tuesday,
October 16 2018 at 7:30pm.
Any person who has made a written
submission may request to be heard in
support of the submission and will be
entitled to appear before the meeting
in person or by a person acting on
their behalf.

Responsible firewood collection
SPRING FIREWOOD collection
season has officially opened.
This means you can now collect
firewood from designated areas until
November 30.
Many in Warrandyte use firewood
for heating, with a smaller
proportion for hot water and food
preparation.
Forest Fire Management Victoria
(FFMV) provide Victorians with
access to firewood for domestic
purposes from designated firewood
collection areas.
While firewood is free to collect,
supply is not unlimited, this means
firewood needs to be managed
responsibly.
Forest Fire Management Victoria
staff will be patrolling parks, forests
and reserves to make sure people are
doing the right thing while collecting
their firewood.
To ensure the State’s firewood
resource is managed sustainably,
FFMV opens up selected areas of
State forest.

Careful planning and rules
enforced by authorised officers
protect the environment and habitat
for native animals.
For example, logs that are hollow,
growing moss or fungi cannot be
removed.
To help achieve a sustainable
supply of firewood, collection levels
are capped by calculating where and
how much firewood can be collected
from designated collection areas.
Large areas of forests are reserved
and exclude firewood collection
to help manage and protect all the
forest uses.
Careful planning and monitoring
is needed for firewood management
— if firewood is collected faster than
the forest grows back, the health of
the forest ecosystem declines and
supplies get scarcer and scarcer.
There are no areas of the
Warrandyte State Park available
as collection areas, but there are
several locations in close proximity
to Warrandyte, including seven

locations around Warburton, two in
Yarra Junction and one in Dixon’s
Creek.
Head to Forest Fire Management
Victoria’s website for more
information, including an interactive
map.
Some firewood collection areas are
associated with planned burning and
may be closed at short notice.
Make sure you only collect firewood
from designated collection areas,
and stay within collection limits.
The limit of collection is two cubic
metres per person per day, and 16
cubic metres per household per year.
If you see or hear about any illegal
activity, you can call FFMV to report
it on 136 186
Individuals who do the wrong thing
can face a hefty fine, or even a year
in prison.
For more information visit:
www.ffm.vic.gov.au/firewood

An elected Liberal Government
will support our local schools
$4.1 million to Warrandyte High School

$1 million to Wonga Park Primary

Ryan
Smith mp

MEMBER FOR WARRANDYTE

AUTHORISED BY RYAN SMITH MP 2/1020 DONCASTER RD, EAST DONCASTER
Funded from Parliamentary Budget

8 Warrandyte Diary

SEPTEMBER 2018

Small actions make a big difference
SEPTEMBER is Dementia
Awareness Month.
More than 400,000 people
are living with dementia in
Australia and an estimated
70% of those people are
actively living in the
community.
Manningham Council is
encouraging residents to
get involved in Dementia
Awareness Month this
September to help improve
the lives of people living with
dementia, their families
and carers.

Council are encouraging
residents to learn a little more
about how we can better
support family, neighbours,
friends and people in our
networks impacted by
dementia.
It is an important step to help
reduce stigma and dispel some
of the common myths about
dementia.
Dementia is not a natural
part of ageing.
Some of the risk factors
associated with dementia can
be managed through lifestyle

changes or appropriate
medical treatments.
Many conditions have
symptoms similar to dementia
so it is important not to
assume that someone has
dementia.
Early and correct diagnosis
can be helpful to ensure
that the correct advice and
strategies are provided to
manage the condition.
Manningham Mayor
Cr Andrew Conlon said
Manningham would be
highlighting the small actions

She’s running for his life
IT IS LYMPHOMA Awareness
Month.
Lymphoma is a cancer that
begins in the cells of the lymph
system, which is part of the
immune system that helps the
body fight infection and disease.
There are two main types of
lymphoma, Hodgkin lymphoma
and non-Hodgkin lymphoma.
They can occur in both children
and adults.
Lymphoma is currently a low
priority cancer in Australia
despite a new diagnosis every
two hours in this country.
In 2009, at the age of only 31,
long-time Warrandyte resident,
Drew Tice, was diagnosed with
Hodgkin lymphoma.
Some 10 years on, Drew has
been placed on a clinical trial as
all other treatments have stopped
working.
His sister Emma has been
fighting his battle alongside him,
and is now facing a different
challenge herself to support him.
“We had a goal of running
40kms by age 40 and I have
decided to run the Melbourne

Marathon — full 42kms — in his
honour,” she said.
Emma has chosen Lymphoma
Australia as her charity in the
hope that she can raise awareness
and vital funds towards more
research.
“I am currently trying to
fundraise as much as possible to
help put a stop to this insidious
disease and create awareness for
this less known cancer”.
“The pain of running this
distance is nothing compared to
what Drew has endured this past
12 months,” she said.
Donations big or small can be
made via Emma’s fundraising
page on the Melbourne Marathon
website.
“The more people that know
about Lymphoma Australia, the
more awareness can be generated
to put an end to this disease,”
Emma said.
http://bit.ly/MM18Emma

our community could take
to create a big difference for
people living with dementia.
“We’re inviting the
community to show their
support by becoming a
Dementia Friend to increase
understanding about the
condition,” he said.
A dementia-friendly
community recognises that a
person with dementia needs to
continue to participate in the
community; this can include
employment, volunteering or
social activities.

Manningham Council
is running a number of
workshops and resources for
people and families impacted
by dementia, as well as the
wider community.
Cr Conlon said through
increased awareness and
support, Manningham hoped
to make a positive difference to
the lives of people living with
dementia.
“We aim to transform the
way we, as a community,
think, act and talk about
dementia,” he said.

Manningham will also be
releasing a pocket-sized set
of information cards with
up-to-date information about
dementia; this includes a list
of reputable organisations the
community can contact for
further support.
Council, in partnership with
Dementia Australia will
be holding an interactive
seminar for Dementia Month:
Worried About Your Memory.
See page 24 for details.

Remembrance Quilt

KAYE COLES and Lorraine Dunbar
have taken up the challenge to
“Craft a Cure for Cancer”.
Kaye has produced a stunning
Remembrance Quilt, which they
are raffling to support the Cancer
Council.
“Like too many other families,
my family has also been touched
by cancer,” says Kaye.
She says that she was inspired
by the story behind the Cancer
Council’s Tea Cosy Competition
and the idea craft could help find
a cure.
Lorraine used her love of craft to
raise funds for the Cancer Council
by making tea cosies.
“I too love my craft and this led
to the making of a quilt featuring
the Anzac Ode of Remembrance.
“The making of the quilt invoked
so many memories of my Pop who
served in WW1 and was awarded
the Distinguished Conduct Medal
for bravery,” said Kaye.
She says no such medals are
awarded to people affected by
cancer or the researchers trying to
find the cure, so her aim is to help
both by raising some money and
promoting the need to help keep

research happening.
Kaye, Lorraine and their crafty
group meet each Friday and are
selling tickets in the raffle which
will be drawn in early November,
just in time for Remembrance Day.
They will also be at Quinton’s IGA
on Saturday, September 15 where
they will have the magnificent
quilt on display and raffle tickets
available for purchase.
For more information, or to
donate, head to craftacure.
everydayhero.com/au/
remembrance-quilt
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Library’s kids collection
goes fine-free

Local artist takes
it to the streets
By SANDI MILLER
LOCAL ARTIST Tim Read has
been driven to protest the
treatment of refugees on Nauru,
and he has done it through the
medium of sculpture.
“Our government has been
fighting in the courts against
bringing sick children into this
country — and when they are
finally ordered to bring them to
the mainland these kids are at
deaths door,” he said.
Tim said he felt for the children
suffering from a syndrome where
they are uncommunicative and
not eating, because they are
being held in detention with no
hope of release in sight.
“I was so frustrated that our
politicians are doing this, and I
thought ‘what can I do?’, well I can
do something at least through my

artwork,” Tim said.
So, following his epiphany, Tim
stayed up late into the night and
produced A Postcard from Nauru,
which he installed at Eltham
Square in late August.
“Within a couple of hours of it
going in people had started to
put cards and flowers around
it,” he said.
Not everyone was pleased about
the installation, Tim’s Facebook
page, Tread Sculpture receiving
angry messages outraged at his
protest, and other’s using the
installation to refute Tim’s claims
of ill-treatment.
“One person put a printout
from the Nauru government
website stating that refugee
families are living happily in the
community, so I looked into it,
and it is rubbish — if you saw the

7:30 Report story, you would see
the conditions are horrendous.”
Tim said that while he didn’t
agree with the sentiments
expressed and unhappy with his
work being hijacked, the person
still had the right to put the poster
there.
“That’s the whole point of free
speech, but do it with your own
artwork, not mine,” he said.
Council also received calls
about the work.
“I received a call from Council
on Monday who said it couldn’t
be a permanent installation and
would have to come down.”
While the Council were very
supportive of his protest, Tim
has now removed the work from
the site, and is considering his
options about installing it in
another location.

YARRA PLENTY Regional
Library (YPRL) has taken
the bold step to remove all
fines from children’s books
in its libraries.
Cr Sam Alessi, Chair of the
YPRL Board says the library
recognises that literacy is
an essential skill for success
and investing in youth
literacy starts with ready
access to books and other
learning materials.
“The YPRL Board
prioritises being responsive
to our community’s needs
and delivering a high
standard of service.
“We want to encourage
more families to explore our
excellent libraries without
fear of financial penalty for
late returns,” he says.
Regular reading leads
to increased confidence,
empathy, creativity and
knowledge for all, and
YPRL’s board believes that
the removal of fines will
empower more children
and families to access
library books without fear
of financial penalty.
“YPRL wants open access
to reading materials and
to inspire children to find
joy in reading, providing
all children with the best
possible start in life,” says
Jane Cowell, YPRL CEO.
YPRL’s extensive collection
includes 126,000 items for
children and teenagers
including picture books,
easy readers, junior fiction
and non-fiction, DVDs,

audiobooks and comic
books.
Children’s items make up
35% of the YPRL collection
so the removal of fines
means that a significant
proportion of its items are
now fine-free.
Yarra Plenty Regional
Library enjoys a reputation
as an innovative, progressive
and effective library service.
There are nine branch
libraries located at
Greensborough, Eltham,
Ivanhoe, Lalor, Mill Park,
Rosanna, Thomastown,
Watsonia and Whittlesea,
as w ell as t w o mobile

librar y ser vices — the
Mobile Library and Library
Outreach Service, as well as
a home library service for
housebound library users.
The Mobile Library
visits North Warrandyte
a n d Ka nga ro o G rou n d
e a c h We d n e s d a y a n d
can be accessed from the
North Warrandyte Family
C e n t re o n We d n e s d ay
mornings and Kangaroo
Ground Primary school on
Wednesday afternoons.
On Friday afternoons, the
Mobile Library is located
at Christmas Hills Primary
School.

Dinner with Marney
M O N T H LY D I N N E R
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Saturday, October 6 at 7pm
Warrandyte Sporting Group Clubrooms
Marney McQueen comes to town to give one of her fabulous
cabaret performances. With a collection of characters and
an amazing voice, Marney will be sure to give a world class
night of entertainment for all.
This fabulous evening will also include a three course meal, coffee and
your first drink. Seating will be at tables of 10. Tickets can be booked at
www.warrandytesports.com.au for $105 per person. Tickets moving fast

SEPTEMBER

PERSIAN
F R I D AY 2 8 T H
FROM 7PM $45PP
Includes a glass of wine
B O O K N OW ! !

166 Yarra St, Warrandyte Ph: 9844 5081
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Brigade honours those who serve
By SANDI MILLER
WONGA PARK CFA recently
held its night of nights, the
annual Brigade Dinner.
The brigade celebrated their
achievements of the past 12
months as well as honouring
those who have served the local
community.
Captain Aaron Farr said that
the brigade had attended 59
emergency calls in the past 12
months.
“This is slightly down on
the previous year and I would
suggest our enthusiastic and
coordinated approach with
respect to Community Safety
has assisted this reduction,”
he said.
T h e b r i g a d e ’s c a l l o u t s
included some significant
events, including two fires
in Chirnside Park, in both
o c c u r re n c e s, t h e s e f i re s
threatened a number of houses.
“We also sent our Big Fill with
a crew to Camperdown over
summer where our crew stayed
for almost a week and our Big
Fill remained to assist, being
manned by the local brigades,
for over two months — further,
we attended Yellingbo as part of
a strike team response”.
Captain Farr gave a special
thanks to Louise Callaghan for
her Women’s Local Day Out in
Wonga Park.
“Wow, what a wonderful day
— the community and our
members had a ball — and
the event raised $2,600 for our
brigade,” he said.
He also thanked the
Warrandyte Community Bank,
who provided the brigade with

$56,000 to renovate Burch
Memorial Hall.
The brigade awarded
members with certificates and
medals for their years of service
to the brigade:
5 Year Certificate
Neil Campbell
10 Year Medal
Andrew Bevan
Damien Bale
15 Year Medal
Warren Aikman
Don Gathercole
Luke Summerscales
Jason McGrath
20 Year Medal
Peter Dick

Rookie of the Year: Paul Fernando

The brigade also awarded
c e r t i f i cat e s f o r t h e m o s t
turnouts during the year as
well as “Firefighter of the Year”
trophy going to Ryan Brindley,
“Rookie of the Year” to Paul
Fernando and the “Community
Safety Award” going to John
Greenwood-Smith.
The brigade remembered the
life of brigade member Maurice
McQuade with a minute’s
silence following his recent
passing.
And in a thoughtful gesture,
the brigade presented all of
their special guests with a bottle
of wine, this year choosing to
support those doing it tough
during the drought, presenting
a bottle of sparkling white from
the Avoca region to each of the
VIPs.

New home for Fletchers
By SUSAN FOREMAN
YOU MAY HAVE noticed the Landfield
Real Estate agency has changed hands
recently.
Warrandyte is now home to a new
branch of Fletchers Real Estate.
The new ownership was celebrated
recently with a grand opening in front of
their Yarra Street office.
Piping hot coffee and a ubiquitous
Lions Club sausage sizzle warded off the
late winter chills as the team introduced
themselves to the Warrandyte community.
While they may have new branding,
many of the faces will be familiar, as
Dominic Cruz has been selling properties
from the Yarra Street office since 2004
when he took the agency over from Wilson
McDougal.
Senior Portfolio manager, Leanne
Highmore has been with the various
incarnations of the agency even longer,

boasting 26 years in the office.
Property Consultant Cassandra Wilson
has Warrandyte real estate in her blood,
being the daughter of Andrew Wilson who
along with Peter McDougal operated out
of the building, which was originally a
drapery, during the 1990s.
Fletchers Real Estate has a history in
wider Melbourne that stretches back
almost a century.
The family run business has been run
by Fletchers for four generations, one of
these is Bradley Brown, who is a fourth
generation family member and CEO of
Fletchers, based in the firm’s head office
in Canterbury.
“We are the longest continuously family
owned business in Melbourne,” he said,
explaining the Warrandyte office joins a
network of more than 20 branches across
Victoria and New South Wales.
Bradley said he thinks Fletchers will

be a great fit for Warrandyte, with the
firm already being the number one for
property sales in Warrandyte over the last
three years.
“We pride ourselves on our customer
focus, we work hard for our vendors to
achieve an outstanding outcome,” he said.
“Sometimes it is not about price,” he
said, “there can be many other factors, like
timing, sometimes a vendor just needs the
property sold”.
“So we take the time to listen to what
is important to our vendor and work
really hard to achieve the best possible
outcome,” Bradley said.
The Fletchers motto is “our world and
our energies revolve around you”.
With their mix of local knowledge and
experience and real estate know-how, the
Fletchers Warrandyte team believe they
have the tools to facilitate the buying and
selling needs of Warrandyte residents.

Luke Summerscales (right) receiving 15 Year medal
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“Voices of the CFA” — everyday people
helping to protect the community
BY COREY BLACKWELL
WONGA PARK Fire Brigade is one of
over 1200 volunteer brigades involving
about 58,000 volunteer firefighters,
operating under the CFA throughout
Victoria.
CFA volunteers do more than simply
attend emergencies and put out fires.
Volunteers dedicate countless hours
to educating the local community in
protecting themselves from harm,
ensuring residents are aware of
potential risks, and raising funds for
the maintenance and upgrade of
equipment and stations.
Wonga Park Brigade Captain Aaron
Farr, has been a volunteer firefighter
with the CFA for over 13 years.
After discovering that the CFA was
largely a volunteer organisation, Aaron
was motivated to join the brigade as a
positive way of contributing to his local
community.
“The whole idea of volunteering
and putting your life on the line as a
volunteer, had a huge appeal to me,”
he said.
CFA volunteers come from a wide
range of backgrounds, with parents,
tradesmen, teachers and nurses
among those turning out to protect
the community.
Upon joining the brigade, Aaron
said that this diversity left an instant
impression on him.
“They were all a great bunch of
people, all from different backgrounds,
different workplaces and they all
brought different skills,” he said.
“That was something you don’t
normally find anywhere else.”
Before becoming captain at Wonga
Park, Aaron began his firefighting
journey with the South Warrandyte
Fire Brigade, where all volunteers
undertake a minimum skills training
program.
Aside from the length of the course,
Aaron said one of the most challenging
parts of learning to become a firefighter
was stepping outside of his comfort
zone.
“I was just starting university, and
was very book oriented,” he said.
“Then all of a sudden, I’m dealing
with pumps, hoses, hydraulics and all
sorts of stuff that was outside of my
background.”
Despite its challenges, Aaron said
the training program also taught him
some of the most valuable skills he’d
learnt in life.
“To this day, they are some of the best

things I’ve got under my belt,” he said.
Although the program ensures
volunteers are equipped to deal with
a vast array of emergency situations,
almost nothing can prepare volunteers
for the rush of nervousness that kicks
in when the pager drops for the first
time.
“I guess the confidence dropped
all of a sudden, because I didn’t quite
know what I was heading into,” Aaron
said.
“I knew what I was meant to find, but
there was that uncertainty as to what
would happen when I got there.”
In responding to his first few
calls, Aaron also said that trying to
remember all of his training in the heat
of the moment added to the already
intense pressure.
“Basic things like, ‘will I remember
where the hose is on the truck?’ ‘Where
is the hydrant key?’, ” he said.
“But at the time, when you’re flustered
and in uncertain circumstances,
sometimes it might fade out of your
brain.”
Despite the pressure, Aaron said with
each call, he learnt to trust his training.
“You’re told to do something, and
you’re expected to do it,” he said.
“There are people in the community
who need me to know what I’m doing.”
Although its often stressful, turning
out to respond to calls can also provide
some of the funniest moments for
volunteers.
For Aaron, seeing what other brigade
members are wearing when they turn
up to calls in the middle of night is
particularly funny.
“I didn’t know some men wore pink
pyjamas,” he laughed.
“I think some even forgot to put
clothes on before they ran out the
door.”
Aaron also said it can be equally as
funny during the afternoon.
“You catch someone out for being
in bed at 2 o’clock in the afternoon,”
he laughed.
“All of a sudden they’re turning up in
their pyjamas.”
Although volunteering with CFA
brings with it many positive aspects
and opportunities, volunteers are
often witness to many traumatic and
life-changing events.
Almost 10 years ago, the Black
Saturday fires burned through the state
of Victoria, and for many volunteers,
like Aaron, these events still conjure
up memories of hopelessness.

“Some of the things I saw on that day,
and the weeks after, still haunt me,”
Aaron said.
“It still stays with you.”
As Captain, Aaron’s position within
the brigade has unfortunately involved
him directly in some very tragic scenes.
However, for many volunteers, the
positive engagement they have with
the local community makes everything
worth it.
“To me, it’s the smiles on the kid’s
faces when we’re throwing Twisties
at them or visiting them at school,”
Aaron said.
“The big red fire truck is so exciting
to them.”
Aaron also said the most gratifying
aspect of volunteering was seeing
the community apply the important
messages and advice of the CFA.
“To know that if we can help just one
person prevent a fire, by educating the
community, to me that is the biggest
thing,” he said.
“If we can reduce our call rates and
reduce the risks for the community,
then we’re ticking all the boxes and
starting to kick some goals.”
Volunteers sacrifice a significant

portion of their time in protecting
the community, and Aaron said the
continued support of his family was
vital to his involvement in the brigade.
“Without my family supporting me, I
wouldn’t be where I am today,” he said.
“Knowing that you’re taking time
away from them, without them being
there to pick up the pieces, it just
wouldn’t happen.”
Aaron said it wasn’t just that
volunteers aren’t home often, but
there are a lot of greater sacrifices
involved with being in CFA.
“It’s the Christmas lunch when the
whole family is over from interstate,
and suddenly you’re running out the
door and won’t be home for the rest of
the day,” he said.
“That’s not really how you want to
spend your Christmas, but I’ve spent
one or two like that.”
With the 2018 Mayoral Fireball right
around the corner, Aaron said he
couldn’t thank the local community
enough for the effort they have put in
to support the CFA.
“ We r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e i t a s
firefighters,” he said.
“Thank you to the community for

supporting us and helping us do what
we do.”
At its core, Fireball provides relief
for volunteers from the stress of
fundraising, by providing locals with
opportunities to support the work of
the dedicated Greater Warrandyte
CFA members.
“It’s good to know that there is a
group that can back us, support us
and take some of the workload off us.”
Aaron also said that by assisting
with raising funds, Fireball allowed
volunteers to focus on protecting the
community.
“By donating to Fireball or supporting
us in one way or another, it means
we’ve got more time to allocate to
emergencies, training and community
safety,” he said.
“We can focus on what we do best.”
The 2018 Mayoral Fireball will be
held on October 27, and with over
half the tickets already sold, locals
better get in quick to help support the
ongoing service of the CFA.
www.fireball.org.au

Never too young to learn how to prevent crime
By HAYLEY WILSON-ROWELL
WARRANDYTE’S Young Leos, comprising
past and current students of Warrandyte
High, have partnered with Neighbourhood
Watch Manningham to hold a “Safe Plate”
event at Warrandyte High School.
Though crime is generally down across
Victoria, theft of number plates has
doubled in the past three years.
As well as being inconvenient to have
to report stolen plates and visit VicRoads
to have them replaced, stolen number
plates are used in a wide variety of crimes
including petrol theft, ram raids and
residential burglary.
If your plates are stolen you could also
have to invest time and energy in reversing
speeding fines or freeway tolls that have
been incurred on your plates.
“Typically, plates are stolen from cars
left in residential streets or driveways,
between 6pm and midnight — in
particular on Friday nights” says Bambi
Gordon of Neighbourhood Watch
Victoria.
“The criminals steal the plates and then
steal a car that is similar to the original,
so that they are not quickly or easily
identified,” she said.
Geoff Kloot of Manningham
Neighbourhood Watch welcomes the
partnership with Warrandyte Lions and

the Young Leos.
“It is a great opportunity for the kids to
learn how to keep themselves safe.
“Many of them have their first car.
“By fitting one way screws and learning
about crime prevention, they can kick off
their car ownership and driving future the
right way,” he said.
The Safe Plate event is being held
on Sunday, October 7 10am–2pm at
Warrandyte High School.
Local Victoria Police, Highway Patrol
and SES will be in attendance.
Anyone who wants to get their number
plates fitted with one-way screws —
including our new young drivers from
across the Greater Warrandyte area are
welcome.
The event and screws are free, and in the
tradition of all good community events,
there will also be a sausage sizzle.
For more information please phone
9844 4100.
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Solitary confinement in North Warrandyte
much ado
By KATRINA BENNETT
THE USE OF carrier pigeons, for
messages, confidential or otherwise,
has been around for over 3000 years.
Cleopatra probably slipped a note
onto the leg of one inviting Mark
Antony over to watch Season 3 of
Egyptian Batchelor.
These avian BC information super
highways were even used to proclaim
the winner of the ancient Olympics.
So why is it so hard to get a message
to my place?
Sure, I got the message from the
magpie defending my letterbox when
he removed half my earlobe as I tried
to grab my dental reminder notice and
2018/19 rates bill.
Good luck trying to pay my rates with
BPay whilst hot spotting off my crappy
3G phone reception you manky black
and white feathered scud missile.
Oh yeah, and enjoy your beak clean
and scale, hope you need a few fillings
while you are at it.
Recently I found myself incapacitated
and confined to my home barracks in
our fair leafy suburb by the river for a
couple of weeks.
Plenty of time to gaze out the window
and watch a wombat dig up and till
my lawn for me and to make YouTube
clips of kangaroos bouncing on my
trampolines.
Not so entertaining was watching
the resident breeding pair of ducks
gracefully flutter down, cock their leg
and poo in my pool for the fifteenth
time that day, raise their middle

feather at me and whisper, “So, what
are you going to do about that?”
Not much, it would appear.
Not much.
One day I decide to stream a movie
to fill in time.
I figured two hours of buffering and
it should be right to go.
Heading into the kitchen to make
some lunch I discover there is no food.
No problem, I think, time to Uber Eat.
With my limited bandwidth being
devoured by my impending movie, this
rules out using my laptop.
My phone is giving me the ‘I’m trying
to connect to the internet circle of
doom’, so using the app is out of the
question.
I do the unthinkable and ring up

for delivery, the
conversation (?)
goes a little something
like this...
“Good afternoon, I’d like to order…”
“Sorry…” lots of scratching noises, a
bit of hissing, dead silence then “I can’t
hear…” more hissing.
“I’m hoping to order…”
“Anyone there?” more hissing,
indistinct bumping sounds and then as
clear as a bell, “You ordering anything
or what?”
Making the most of a clear phone
line I’m almost shouting in giddy relief
“I’d like to order some sushi to North
Warrandyte.”
An explosion of laughing erupts,
finally subsiding to a disbelieving low
tone, “You’re kidding, right?” followed
by the tell-tale dial tone.
Guess I was.

Being nothing if not resourceful,
I pull out my old tin can and string
phone, throw one can over the river,
pull the string tight and chat to a friend
on the southside.
“Any chance of you bringing any
lunch over today?” I ask.
“Great timing I’ve just made a
lasagne, I’ll bring some over soon,”
she replies as I feel the string go slack.
It’s two hours later, my stomach is
growling and my movie has finally hit
the opening credits.
I give a tug on the tin can string
and ask politely, “How’s my lunch
traveling?”
“Ah yes, about that,” comes the
reply, “traffic was down to one lane
in Yarra Street, something to do with
the bridgeworks, I was sitting there
for an hour not moving, got hungry
and ate your lunch…um, hope you
didn’t mind.”
Turning the volume up on my movie
to drown out the gastrointestinal
rumblings, I rapidly come down with
a serious case of Netflix regret.
Maybe a movie set in a Parisian
restaurant was not the ideal choice.
Maybe an episode of Australian
Survivor would’ve been more in tune
with my gastric displeasure.
Nothing like watching eight people
grubbing through a monster plate of
nachos with their unwashed hands,
smacking their lips and licking their
fingers to kill your appetite.
Which got me thinking, where were
the unsolicited door knockers when
you need them?
Where were the unlicensed pack
of tree loppers, or the ‘we’ve-gotan-amazing-deal-for-you-get-yourgovernment-rebate-while-you-can’

solar providers, or a couple of babyfaced blokes wearing conservative
black and white clothing and holding
a book when you needed them?
Surely, I could pay cash for the
remains of someone’s lunchbox?
Giving up on the movie, I limp out
onto the deck.
Now I can hear knocking, it’s very
faint and rhythmic.
Whilst debating whether I really
want to convince six big blokes that
my perfectly healthy trees don’t need
cutting down or some evangelistically
inclined kids, that my soul doesn’t
really need to be saved, my brain
computes what the noise is.
There, not three metres from me is
a powerful owl making sure that the
bloody possum in its beak is dead.
As I stand there blinking at this
majestic bird, as it blinks at me, I finally
find a use for my phone.
Sure, I can’t receive a text, make a call
or access the internet, but as I reach
out with my skeletal, malnourished
arm, I triumphantly take a National
Geographic worthy photo.
Looking at my crutches, I wonder if
I were to extend them, would I be able
make a grab for the prized possum?
I’m so focused on determining
the physics of a potential possum
abduction that I fail to notice that
Mr Powerful Owl is doing some
calculations of his own.
We simultaneously came to the same
conclusion.
He is powerful, I am not.
Slowly backing up into the safety of
the great indoors, shoulders slumped
over my crutches, I resign myself to my
inevitable fate… kale and edamame
for lunch it is.

Pilbara wildflowers: tonic for winter blues
nature
Words & photos LINDA ROGAN
EARLY JULY found us bypassing the
beautiful but too popular Karijini
National Park and heading straight for
the prosaic sounding Pilbara mining
town of Tom Price.
Plans to camp at Karijini were foiled
by its popularity and Western Australia
(WA) school holidays.
This change of plans led to two
surprising locations each with its own
natural charms.
Tom Price Tourist Park, just a caravan
park I thought but a habit of exploring
our surrounds proved otherwise.
At the edge of a red gravel hillside, a
hand painted sign read “Snappygum
Lookout 100M, enjoy”.
The red hillside was mottled with
clumps of grey-green herbs and shrubs,
scraggly eucalypts with the odd ghost
gum dominating.
The greenery was diverse.
Standing proud amongst it were white
tufts of Trachymene, locally known as
the “lace flower” and nearby the purple
pyramid-shaped plume of royal mulla
mulla.
As sunshine brought welcomed
warmth, a few insects darted about.
Disregarding a honey bee, I watched
a native blue-banded bee — a male,
zipping about in search of a female; it
was too fast for my camera.
Beginning the climb, I was distracted
by head-high stalks waving in the
breeze.
Each stalk was tipped with pointed
buds and parasol-like flowers in eyecatching ultramarine.
These were the rough bluebells
popular with many native bees
including the large dawson’s burrowing
bee found a little further south in WA.
Every few steps revealed another
blooming plant, many quite small and
such a range of colours:
•	pink shades of the small pussy cat
tails (another mulla mulla), native
Hibiscus and pea flowers,
•	yellow flowers on the Senna that

attracted the native stingless bees,
•	blue fan flower (Scaevola species)
and sky blue Pilbara Oldenlandia
a small four-petalled herb with soft
purplish leaves and bracts,
•	mauve Native Bush Tomato and
other Solanum species,
•	orange spade flower, unusual colour
for a member of the violet family,
•	red pea flowers and green and red
mistletoe.
A vehicle track at the top of the hill
marked an abrupt change as it had
served as a firebreak.
Apparently, this wildflower display
was the result of a burn earlier in the
year plus some winter rain at just the
right time.
Beyond the track was an impenetrable
expanse of spinifex; its dried flowering
stem, waving in the breeze, gave a
deceptively soft appearance to the
hillsides it cloaked.
If the wildflowers at Tom Price “made
my day” more surprises were ahead.
About five hours’ drive toward the
coast was Peedamulla Campground,
17 kilometres off the bitumen and 203
kilometres south of Karratha.
This spacious campground with newly
constructed amenities, which is on
Aboriginal land and operated by the
local community, is part of the Camping
with Custodians program.
Campground manager Carolyn
explained that winter rains (late May
and early June), the first in several years,
had brought out a range of wildflowers
around the camps.
That, plus being able to observe the
spinifex pigeons coming into camp
morning and evening would have been
enough for me.
However, I can’t think about this
campsite without remembering our
lucky first evening.
We were fortunate to be present for a
brief corrobboree.
The great grandfather of the family
sang the stories and played a complex
rhythm on the clap sticks while several
of the youngest generation practiced
the dances and the language they had
learned from him.
It was sobering to know that the
intervening generation, our hosts, had

not had the opportunity to acquire this
knowledge.
Peedamulla was also in spinifex
country.
The more learned about spinifex, the
clearer it is, this uniquely Australian
grass deserves attention.
It starts out with the “normal” flat
leaves of grass, but at the first hint
of drought, those leaves roll inward,
thereby reducing water loss and heat
absorption by the leaf.
The rolled-in drought-proofed leaves

form hard cylinders with a sharp tip,
sometimes referred to as porcupine
grass.
Many species are highly resinous.
Aboriginal people would beat the
grass on a smooth surface until the
resin dropped, leaving a fine powered
substance to be scooped into a
coolamon.
Hot rocks softened the powder
forming a malleable mass, easily shaped
into handles for tool.
Once cooled this mass becomes as

hard as concrete.
A video on the Peedamulla
campground Facebook page shows
this process.
Since returning we have caught up
with Warrandyte Nature photo website:
Warrandytians’ sunrises, sunsets,
mists on the Yarra and yes, ice on the
birdbaths, perhaps best of all platypus
sightings on morning walks.
Despite the wintry weather in August,
signs of spring are everywhere.
Enjoy!
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Introduced predators roam the bush
Is there a role for the dingo?
By JILL DIXON
Andersons Creek Landcare
RECENTLY WE HAVE become
more focused on the damage
caused by introduced species
on native bushland parks, on
private land and on roads in and
around Warrandyte.
The deer is the current hot
topic, while the fox, feral cat,
goat and rabbit are issues to deal
with in our efforts to preserve
local flora and fauna.
A related topic, though not
directly impacting our local
environment, is the potential
role of the dingo in suppressing
the abundance of some of these
pests in south-eastern Australia
and how it fits or impacts
farming and town community
life.
The role of the dingo is a vexed
topic with views polarised
between the two extremes of a
dangerous wild, pack animal
capable of killing humans and
pets, to the other extreme,
which holds that it is a native
animal capable of working
in partnership with farmers,
improving their bottom line and
even living as companion pet.
Research exists which explores
new positive roles for the dingo
in farming and environmental
management.
Andersons Creek Landcare
is delighted to sponsor a

presentation on the potential
of the dingo to improve our
ecosystem at our upcoming
Annual General Meeting on
Saturday, October 20, 2018.
Andersons Creek is a tributary
of the Yarra which is central to
Warrandyte, running alongside
Gold Memorial Road towards
Harris Gully Road, after which it
heads north into the Yarra River
along Taroona Avenue.
Since 2007, a small but
focused group of volunteers has
regularly weeded and planted to
restore the environment along
the creek.
We are fortunate to have as
our speaker environmental
scientist, Julie Fechner who is
one of a few Victorians who keep
dingos as pets.
Julie is networked in the
Dingo Care community, is a
qualified nurse and teacher,
and is a passionate member
of the current discussion on
integrating dingos into farm
management.
Wi t h 4 5 y e a r s o f d i n g o
ownership the “Dingo Lady” as
she is known, is able to explain
where the dingo fits in relation
to the “pet vs predator” debate.

While dingos are not a local
feature here (except on a
lead in a park when Julie is
out this way), Anderson Creek
Landcare is of the view that a
better understanding of this
native animal will add depth to
our debate on how to manage
introduced predators in the
natural environment and it will
give us a wonderful insight into
the talents and personality of
the dingo.
This free event will be
held at Currawong Bush
Park, Reynolds Road,
East Doncaster from 2pm
– 4pm, light refreshments
will be served and the
administrative part of the
AGM is very limited.
This year has been particularly
productive with new occasional
supp or t from community
groups and an increase in
regular volunteers — but more
help and paid-up members are
always needed as there is much
to do and to lobby for.

As an added bonus Julie
will bring along her own
two dingos from her home in
Montmorency.

More details about the
event and the group
can be found on the
group’s Facebook page:
facebook.com/
Andersonscreek
landcare

War, climate change and our future
green edge
By JEFF CRANSTON
WarrandyteCAN
ON MAY 8 1970, Melbourne witnessed
a then unprecedented event : a
demonstration of around 100,000
people in Bourke Street against the
Vietnam War.
In all, some 200,000 people protested
throughout Australia that day, sending
a powerful message to the government
that the tide of public opinion was
turning against Australia’s involvement
in the war.
Nearly 33 years later, on February
14 2003, there were again massive
protests throughout Australia — and
elsewhere in the world — against the
proposed invasion of Iraq.
Estimates of the numbers at the
Melbourne rally alone ranged between
100,000 and 200,000.
I re m e m b e r m a rc h i n g d o w n
Swanston Street to Federation Square
and being stunned by the vastness of
the crowd.
Fast forward to 2018, and we’re now
facing a crisis of a very different kind.
A crisis that can fairly be regarded
as the greatest in human history —
climate change.
Throughout the world, average
surface temperatures are rising.
Globally, 17 of the 18 warmest years
on record have all occurred since 2001,
with 2016 ranking as the warmest on
record.
This is one aspect of what we call
“climate change”, but the term also
refers to a broader range of changes
that are happening to our planet.
These include rising sea levels,
shrinking mountain glaciers,
accelerating ice melt in Greenland,
Antarctica and the Arctic, and shifts in
flower/plant blooming times.
They also include weather events of
increasing severity and frequency, like
cyclones, droughts, and floods.
The effects of climate change are
everywhere to be seen:

•	The Great Barrier Reef is dying
largely as a result of increased
water temperatures due to global
warming.
•	Low-lying nations, particularly
small island states, face inundation
as a result of rising sea levels.
•	With increased temperatures and
frequent heatwaves worldwide,
there is increased evaporation
of water which provides fuel for
storms, exacerbating extreme
weather events like cyclones or
hurricanes, especially in tropical
regions.
•	The melting of the cryosphere
(frozen water in the polar ice
caps and elsewhere) means that
we’re seeing not only sea level
rises, but also the exposure of
dark ocean waters, which absorb
more sunlight than ice — heating
the ocean more and speeding up
a relentless cycle of melting and
heating.
The International Paris Agreement,
supported by world scientific opinion,
has recognised that the situation
we face is one of urgency: we need
to take drastic measures to limit
average global temperature rises to a
maximum of 2°C (since the start of
industrial times) — and pursue efforts
to limit the average increase to 1.5°C —
if we’re to avoid the worst impacts of
dangerous climate change.
Given the great weight of scientific
opinion and that our planet’s future is
at stake, it’s not unreasonable to expect
our politicians to show strong national
leadership on the need for urgent,
effective action on climate change.
However, leadership has been sadly
lacking on this issue.
Instead, the climate crisis has become
mired in short-sighted political
expediency, climate denialism,
and party politics — including the
destructive Liberal Party in-fighting
that recently caused the (second)
downfall of Malcom Turnbull.
In the absence of proper political
leadership, the pressure for urgent
climate action needs to come from the
community.

The People’s Climate March in
Melbourne in November 2015 was
attended by an estimated 60,000
people.
But we should be seeing far larger
demonstrations in our streets calling
for urgent climate action, on the same
scale as the one against the Iraq War in
February 2003, if not larger.
For various reasons, however, this
has not yet occurred.
Climate change has crept up on us
gradually, especially over the last 50
years or so.
The adverse effects of climate change
are worsening, but they’re occurring
intermittently over an extended timeframe of years and decades.
Most of the time, our weather
conditions appear normal and the
urgency of the climate situation is not
readily apparent to many people in the
community.
Unlike the threat posed at times by
war or terrorism (for example, by the
looming invasion of Iraq in 2003),
climate change does not present the
same sort of imminent and tangible
threat that people feel they can do
something about, such as by taking to
the streets in protest.
Part of the problem in getting
people to accept the need for urgent
climate action arises from the process
of psychological denial, whereby
people choose to deny the existence
of unpleasant realities in spite of

the evidence.
Likewise, the climate change
problem is so huge that many people
feel overwhelmed and powerless to do
anything about it.
So they “switch off” and opt to do
nothing at all.
The key challenges for the climate
action movement are to engage with
the community to a far greater extent,
and to understand and overcome
the barriers to widespread popular
support for urgent climate action.
The proposed Carmichael (Adani)
coal mine and rail project represent
an excellent focus for community
engagement.
In the face of the climate emergency
due to the burning of coal and
other fossil fuels, the Federal and
Queensland governments are ardently
supporting and facilitating the Adani
mine, which will be the world’s biggest
coal venture.
Wa r ra n dy te C A N c o n d e m n s
the recklessness of both these
governments, and urges everyone to
do what they can to support the Stop
Adani campaign.
As part of this campaign,
WarrandyteCAN will be hosting a Stop
Adani training event on September 20
(see our invitation in the box, right).
To find out more about the Stop
Adani movement and other action
you can take, see www.stopadani.com

Jo i n Wa r r a n d y t e C A N o n
Thursday September 20 to
launch #StopAdani Street by
Street , which aims to build
the people power it will take
to break our p ol itic ians’
support for coal so that we can
#StopAdani.
Come along to learn about
the latest on Adani’s plans
and what last month’s Federal
political debacle means for our
movement.
Hear inspiring speakers and
connect with others in our
community about the bold
c a m p a i g n t o ta ke a c t i o n
together in suburbs and towns
across Australia to stop Adani’s
mine once and for all.
Time: Thursday 20 September,
7:30pm–9:30pm,
Venue: Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House,
Level 1 (parking at rear),
168 Yarra St,
Warrandyte.
RSVP:	If you’re interested in
attending, email us at:
warrandytecan01@
gmail.com
This is one of a series of events
conducted by WarrandyteCAN
that is proudly supported by the
Manningham City Council’s
Community Grant Program.

14 Warrandyte Diary

SEPTEMBER 2018

Memories of Warrandyte’s past
Butch (Lindsay) Bellinger,
arrived in Warrandyte as a
child in the 1950s.
His father ran the Old Dairy,
the site on which the remains
of the Old Dairy, a cool store,
is currently being developed
by landowners, Melbourne
Water, in collaboration with
Manningham Council and
local community groups.
Butch has written an
account of what life was like,
growing up in Warrandyte.
Dad (Ray) and Mum (Margaret),
along with my older sister Lorraine and
brother Alan — and younger brothers,
twins David and Phillip — came from
Burwood to Warrandyte in 1952, our
younger brother Geoff came along
much later!
It was a big change for a little, fouryear-old kid.
But, what a change — growing up
here was great from the start.
Some of my early memories were the
old wooden bridge, which rattled when
Dad’s old Bedford truck drove over it.
The mail being delivered by Bill
McCullock on Snowy, his horse, and
a pan in the shed out in the backyard,
that the pan man changed once a week.
We also had to adjust to the noisy
mornings of the milk trucks arriving
at the Dairy Dad ran.
Our house and the Dairy were in
the busy centre of town, near the Post
Office (now Historical Society) and
the Gospel Chapel (now Stonehouse
Gallery).
The water was pumped up from the

Yarra to an elevated tank beside the
house, a small cement sheet house
with a narrow veranda looking out to
the Dairy.
The only problem being that the river
bank flooded quite often in the early
years, many times into our backyard
— and you know where the toilet was!
Mum often woke us up in the
morning and told us not to run out
the back door, as the river was in
the yard, some 15 metres above the
present level.
The riverbank soon became our
playground, as our home was located
next to the Dairy building.
The only tracks along the river
were walking tracks with only some
remaining today.
The locals were great and easy to talk
to, so we soon got to know everybody.
The next year I started school and
soon made many friends.
Nearly everybody walked or rode
bikes to school, very few were driven,
even kids from North Warrandyte
made their own way to school.
Many kids walked past our place on
the way to school, so making friends
was easy as we walked together.
However, the old-school bell could
be heard from our place and often the
walk turned into a run.
The school consisted of the old stone
building, having four rooms with all six
classes fitting into three rooms.
One large room had a dividing pull
across wall.
There were two shelter sheds, an
outside toilet, a bell and a large metal
incinerator to burn all the school
rubbish.
As kids, we lived on the riverbank,
swimming before and after school
until teatime.
On hot days, we would also run home
at lunchtime to have a swim.
Once a week we could buy lunch and

most times we went to Jack Moore’s
general store, where we could purchase
a large bag of broken biscuits from the
bottom of the biscuit tin, and a bottle
of Coke — all for sixpence (five cents).
On most Saturdays, there was a
movie showing at the Mechanics’ Hall.
On hot weekends, I think half of
Melbourne came to picnic beside the
river, which worked out well for us, as
on Monday’s, before school, we would
go along the riverbank and collect
the lemonade bottles and take them
to the shop and get threepence back
per bottle.
We thought that was a lot of money.
During Christmas and Easter — and
long weekends — Warrandyte became
a popular place for visitors from
elsewhere.
During these times, the area where
the Riverside Market is situated
and Pound Bend, became camping
grounds, with many caravans and tents
set-up for weeks.
When I grew a little older, I worked
at Jack MacDonald’s milk bar and sold
the Herald newspaper at the pub at
nights, until 6pm closing time.
As there was no allocated State Park
then, Fourth Hill, as we knew it, also
became an area for fun, climbing up
and down mine shafts.
At one stage, we also had an old car
that we drove around the bush tracks,
with many kids hanging off the outside,
and fortunately, never a mishap.
Dad ran the Dairy and we all helped
with home deliveries, five boys and one
girl at various times.
It was a little worrying going over the
old wooden bridge, as it rattled a great
deal with the truck on it, then the new
bridge was built.
Dad became involved in the CFA and
served as 1st Lieutenant and Captain
for 40 plus years.
He also became a trainer for the footy

and played cricket for many years.
My brother Alan and I both played
footy and cricket for many years
and sometimes played cricket in the
Juniors in the morning and Seniors
in the afternoon, as there were not
enough players.
The only tennis court was the old
bitumen single courts near the bridge,
until it was made into double scoria
courts later on.
I attended Ringwood Technical
school for my secondary education
and started an apprenticeship as a fitter
and turner at Merv Naughton’s rifle
manufacturing factory in Naughton
Avenue, off Pound Bend Road.
As a matter of interest, in the Fifties,
Warrandyte had three service stations,
seven milk bars and a kiosk at the
White House at Warrandyte Reserve
on footy and cricket days.

Warrandyte also had two grocery
stores, a butchers, bakers —
Warrandyte Bakery — a haberdashery,
timber yard, café and cabinet makers.
We also had a taxi service run by
Ron Belzer.
Jim Pike was the community Police
Officer and Charlie Jones sold his
vegetables from his home where the
Community Church now stands.
I have worked with the MFB for 42
years and remain there as a Senior
Station Officer in Ringwood.
I have many more memories of the
past and may have missed some.
However, the most important
memory of those times is the people
of Warrandyte.
If anybody wants to catch up and
chat about the past, please feel free to
contact me on:
bellingerlindsay@yahoo.com.au

2018/19 Small Grants
Applications for Manningham’s Small Grants
Program are now open.
Community groups and organisations that deliver activities
that involve and benefit our local community are invited to
apply.
Manningham’s Small Grants Program supports one-off,
innovative activities or equipment purchases to strengthen
our community and enhance our residents’ quality of life.
There are two categories within the Small Grants Program:
• Community Strengthening (up to $3,000)
• Equipment Purchase (up to $1,500)
To assist with preparing an application, please refer
to our Community Grants Guidelines 2018 at
manningham.vic.gov.au/grants
Applications close at 5.00pm Monday 1 October 2018
and must be completed and submitted through the
online grants management system, SmartyGrants, at
manningham.smartygrants.com.au
Support is available to community groups who require
further assistance with their application. To discuss your
application, contact us on 9840 9305.
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Bygone bottles
By VAL POLLEY
Warrandyte Historical Society
RANGERS from Warrandyte State
Park unearthed a number of dirtencrusted and murky jars and bottles
near Pound Bend, which they left at
the museum in the expectation the
Society would find them of interest.
For a while the assorted glassware
just sat in the box until one Monday
morning, at an archive session, it was
decided to at least wash them to see
what they were.
Over several months they were
soaked and shaken and cleaned
inside and out and eventually they
displayed their history — though
more cleaning is needed.
The collection works in a couple
of ways.
On one hand they are interesting
just as containers.
They speak of a time when glass
was a common receptacle for goods
ranging from cleaners to perfume.
They often have their names
embossed on them and several are
ribbed, shaped and patterned and
very attractive.
The largest bottle is a complete
advertising container for kerosene
with an embossed Pegasus flying
horse emblem, name, information
and warnings.
The second way is the interesting
story they tell about a style of living
largely gone.
Whereas today plastic is used widely
for all manner of contents, glass was
the method in those decades and
these bottles have survived to help
with our history, plastic will probably
not do so for future generations.
Research into similar collections
held by institutions such as the
Museum of Applied Arts and Science
and Museums Victoria allow us to
understand what these bottles were

used for and how they reflect life in
Warrandyte in the early to mid 20th
century.
Our research into the various bottles
has only just begun and there is still
much more to do, but the following is
what we know so far.
The two brown triangular bottles at
the back of the photo are thought to
be Phenyle bottles.
Phenyle was used throughout the
early 1900’s for cleaning in places
which needed to be kept “germ-free”
and would have been used in outside
toilets as well as kitchens and other
domestic spaces which needed a high
level of cleanliness.
The large glass bottle (centre back
in photo) would have contained
Laurel kerosene which would have
been used for lamplight and perhaps
cooking in the 1920s/40s.
Vacuum Oil (later Mobil) introduced
Laurel kerosene to the Australian
market in 1916.
The bottle is made of clear glass and
is embossed with the Pegasus logo —
widely associated with Mobil — and
has lettering on the front and back of
the bottle gives information on trade,
sale conditions and warnings.
One bottle (second from left at
back) is embossed with the name
Silvrikin across its base.
It was probably made in the 1930s
and has thick clear glass, ribbed
corners and a dropper neck, it would
have had a Bakelite lid.
Silvrikin hair care products were
aimed at the health conscious
with anti-dandruff shampoo, hair
conditioning lotion and Pure Silvrikin
hair food!
A bottle of the latter would have cost
six shillings in 1938 in the UK which
made it quite a luxurious item.
The brand continued for many
decades.
Everyone identified the jar on the

Our
golden
history
left as a Peck’s meat or fish paste jar.
It is made of moulded glass with
squared pattern top and bottom and a
clear band in the centre (presumably
for a label).
The base is clearly marked as Peck’s
along with numbers.
It seems Peck’s meat pastes began
in England in 1891 before being
exported to Australia.
In 1938, the Peck manufacturing
company established itself here in
Australia and produced meat and
fish products.
The round jar in front of the lefthand brown bottle is embossed with
the name Beefine.
This was used to hold beef tea, a
restorative drink for invalids and for
health back in the early 1920/30s.
An advertisement boasted it was
better than home-made beef tea and
used by St John Ambulance and St
Vincent’s Hospital — amongst others.
The final bottle so far identified is
the one at the left-hand rear side of
the photo.
It has Telson embossed on its side.
Telson, who were based in North
Fitzroy, produced a range of high
quality household necessities,
remedies and medicinal products
and various food products.

They appear to have been sold door
to door by local dealers.
The remaining bottles are proving a
little harder to identify.
Some are small perfume bottles
judging by their shape and dropper
necks.
One is an ink bottle, probably Parker
brand from its shape.
There are two small brown bottles
which may have contained medicine
but have no identifying marks.
What does emerge however is
a picture of a mid-20th century
Warrandyte household which had
kerosene lamps and outdoor toilets.
There was pride in appearance with
hair products and perfume.
They may have had illness and
needed building up with beef tea
and perhaps a remedy or two from
the Telson man who called in with
essential goods to the more remote
properties.
Warrandyte Historical Society
extends an open invitation to anyone
who has been inspired by these finds
and would like to help in identifying
and collating information about these
finds or to assist with the cleaning and
recording the bottles.

By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE’S mining past was the
subject of a talk by Peter Hanson at the
Grand Hotel recently.
Peter spoke to a packed Riverview
Room about the history of mining in
Warrandyte and then gave an insight
into where traces of this industry can
still be seen today.
From the Warrandyte Tunnel site
to the capped mine entrances and
shafts as well as the other locations
where miners have shaped the earth
to extract the precious metal.
The team from Warrandyte Insyte
came along to listen and have
produced a podcast of this most
interesting talk.
Produced with thanks, as always,
to our sponsor the Warrandyte
Community Bank Branch, and in
cooperation with the Warrandyte
Historical Society.
You can find this latest podcast,
along with previous episodes on the
Warrandyte Diary website.
warrandytediary.com.au/podcast

Just the thought of
everything fresh...mmm
Upcoming markets
Saturday October 6 and
Saturday November 3
Market hours are 8am-1pm.

www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au
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Guess who?
Diary reader Bruce Davidson recently visited
the Warrandyte Diary office with a bit of a
mystery.
The photograph, taken by Bruce and
featuring on the front cover of Australian
Scout magazine from June 1986, shows the
1st Warrandyte Wurrundjeri cub scouts on
holiday at Gooram, Victoria.
Bruce and the Diary team were wondering
just where these “little Indians” are now?
If you recognise anyone in the photo,
let the Diary know by emailing us at
editor@ warrandytediary.com.au

Cliffy 2018 ENTRY

CL
O
SO SIN
FORM
ON G

Name ........................................................................................................................................
Signature (of parent or guardian

if entrant is under 16 years old) ..............................................................................................
Address ....................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................Phone Number ............................................
Email..........................................................................................................................................
Please complete and email this form with your entry to competition@warrandytediary.com.au
include your name & competition category in the subject line.
Hard copy entries will not be accepted.

Competition categories and prizes
Junior category
Must be 16 or under as of September 30 2018.
Must submit a story around the theme of home and between 500 and 1000 words.
One (1) winner will receive a cash prize of $100.
Open category
Must be 17 or older as of September 30 2018.
Must submit a story around the theme of home between 1500 and 2000 words.
One (1) winner will receive a cash prize of $500.
One (1) highly commended will receive a cash prize of $150.
Conditions of Entry
Entries must be original, unpublished works.
Entries will close on September 30 2018.
The competition will be judged by an independent panel.
Entries must be related to the theme “home”.
Entries must be submitted by email and must be a Word document (.doc).
Entries must be suitable for un-edited publication in the Warrandyte Diary.
The winner(s) will receive cash prizes, courtesy of our major sponsor Jellis Craig.
The winner(s) will be announced at the award ceremony in November 2018 and winning
entries will feature in a future edition of the Warrandyte Diary.
All entrants are encouraged to attend in person, or by representation, at the award
ceremony and may be required to read at the event.

Notice to
Customers
We’re altering our trading hours
From Monday 1 October, 2018 our
trading hours will be
Monday – Friday 9.30am – 5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am – 12noon
We apologise for any inconvenience
this may cause.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited.
ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. (A1230187-1230186) (08/18)

Warrandyte
Community Bank® Branch
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Jewel of Mexico’s underground
By DEBI SLINGER
AS I BOUNCE around in the back of
a Land Rover on a rocky, dry track
with a half dozen other adventurers,
I’m reminded of previous trips into
the Australian outback exploring
sinkholes.
But here in Mexico, it’s just a little
different.
A lo cal man w orking f or t h e
landowner at Dos Ojos takes our 300
pesos (AU$20) without a smile and
within a few minutes’ drive you arrive
at what some might call a carpark.
I would call it a small clearing – with
nothing else around.
Nothing!
With unpleasant muggy temperatures
rising, I’m looking forward to escaping
the hot afternoon heat by floating in
pristine clear water.
The Yucatan peninsula is riddled with
cenotes (cey-NO-tays) which translates
to “sacred well”.
They are underground caves and
rivers, accessible usually from the flat
ground above.
In fact, if you weren’t told they were
there, you’d probably walk past them
so narrow are some of the entrances.
We are led along a narrow, crude path
to where there is a makeshift handrail
of local tree branches.
Australian OH&S would love this
place!
The guide points down and we spy a
crystal clear azure blue water 12 metres
below and he tells us the water is 10
metres deep.
As we get closer to the entrance, a
rickety set of stairs weaves down into
the cavern.
Some of my companions, confident
with the depth, immediately leap in
from the edge like kids from the 10m
high diving board.
Others grab their snorkelling gear,
navigate their way down to a small
platform above the water level and
jump into the enticing pool.
I sit at the top of the stairs and soak
in this sunlit subterranean world in
front of me.
I relax, take a breath and let time
trickle by as I absorb in everything in
front of me.
This is truly extraordinary.
The squeals of excitement from my
companions lure me down the now
slippery stairs made wet from exiting
tourists.
In my own time, I carefully slip
into the deliciously tepid 25°C water
that stays the same temperature year
round.
I’m engulfed with what seems a
bottomless pool of cerulean, small
fish zipping around below me, bats,
hummingbirds and stalactites above
me.
The water is so transparent that
visibility is only limited by the
available light.

As I swim through the pristine waters
I feel like I’ve been taken back into
a Jurassic world, with vines draping
wildly on cathedral walls up to the
shafts of sunlight peeking through
the roof.
There are three scuba divers who I
later meet and they show me photos
they had taken that morning of
skeletal remains of animals who have
accidently fallen into the cenote.
They were part of an archaeological
group exploring, sur veying and
mapping each cenote in the area.
With over 6,000 to explore, they have
their work cut out for them.
The cave system in some cenotes
is around 82kms with 28 separate
entrances.
The deepest passage is nearly 120m
and recent investigations lengthened
the combined system to nearly
320kms making it one of the longest
underwater cave systems in the world.
I chatted with diver John from Florida
who had been coming to the caves for
many years and was eager to share his
historical knowledge.
The Maya revered cenotes because
they were a water source in dry seasons.
They believed them to be a portal to
speak with their gods and a gateway to
the afterlife but they were also used for
important Maya rites.
A number of expeditions in the
last 20 years have discovered pottery
and artefacts made of gold, as well
as human skeletons, which probably
means the legends of human sacrifice
could be true.
More recently, three human skeletons
were found and carbon-dating has
shown that one of those skeletons
known as Eve of Naharon was 13,600
years old.
On another expedition at 57m
the divers found the remains of a
mastodon and human skull, which is
probably the oldest evidence of human
habitation in the region.
What started out as an afternoon of
relief from the relentless heat turned
into one of the most exciting days of
my trip.
For hours John and his partner shared
stories of their diving adventures in the
area, me with my mouth open in awe
of their drive and passion.
If you’re thinking of visiting, here are
some helpful tips to know beforehand.
With nearly 100 visitors a day to some
cenotes, come earlier rather than later.
Don’t wear any lotions or sun screen
when you enter a cenote as it can
poison fish, plants and other delicate
marine life.
Swimwear is acceptable plus wear
sandals or thongs.
Bring a towel and light refreshments
as there are no stores nearby.
As a safety precaution, I’d leave your
valuables at home.
Viajes Seguros (safe travels).
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Women’s Business Season
Birrarung stories
By JIM POULTER
SPRING IS HERE, and it coincides
with the beginning of the Wurundjeri
season of “Regeneration and Women’s
Business”.
It is so named because in traditional
Aboriginal society, birth control
practices ensured that all children
were born in Spring.
Wurundjeri women for instance used
the kangaroo apple as a contraceptive.
When green it is toxic, but when red
ripe in December and January it is
harmless.
Cons e quently all Wur undjer i
children were conceived in summer
and born the following September or
October.
Aboriginal people saw themselves
as part of the ecosystem, so children
being born in spring was just being in
tune with nature.
Spring babies also had time to gather
strength before the heat of summer.
The arrival of this two-month
season is heralded by the hatching of
butterflies and the arrival of Darebin,
the welcome swallow.
This little bird spends winter in
northern Australia, but returns at the
end of August to announce Women’s
Business Season.
During this time births were attended

by the midwives and women elders,
but it was also when girls in their early
teens were formally inducted into
adulthood.
All birthing ceremonies were held at
special locations, usually southwest
of a camp and marked by special
“Birthing Trees”.
These were created by two saplings
being tied together, so that the tree
grew with two original trunks fused
into a single trunk above the birthing
site.
Also called “Arched Marker Trees”
they were adjacent to a cleared area
where the ceremonies to induct girls
into adulthood were conducted.
These initiation ceremonies were
known as Murrup Turukurup.
As well as being marked by Arched
Marker Trees, the directions to such
birthing and initiation places were
often marked by “Ring Marker Trees”.
This is where the branches of a
sapling had been tied so that a branch
or trunk of the tree grew with a hole in
it, like the eye of a huge needle.
Such Marker Trees gave the men
adequate warning that a birthing place
was nearby and must be avoided.
I k n ow o f t w o s u c h t re e s i n
Manningham.
The first was an Arched Marker
Tree that stood in Newmans Road,
Templestowe near its junction with
Websters Road.
My mother used to pass it on the

way to school before it was removed
circa 1928.
The second was a Ring Marker Tree
off Reserve Road in Wonga Park near
Brushy Creek.
It was about 500 metres south of
the birthing place near the junction
of Brushy Creek (Barngeong) with
the Yarra.
This was in fact the birthplace of
the famed Wurundjeri leader William
Barak.
This marker tree fell many years ago
with the huge ring branch now lying
on the ground.
Women were of course entirely
responsible for care of such sites and
the preparations for birthing.
Men were forbidden to enter birthing
sites, unless at the express invitation of
women for specific ceremonies, but
not the birth itself.
Birth was entirely women’s business.
The role of men was just to leave food
at a designated spot and otherwise pace
up and down in worried anticipation.
During this season, men also had to
undertake the gathering tasks normally
done by women.
After giving birth in the possum cloak
lined depression under the birthing
tree, the mother was bathed with
smoke from herbs.
The child was ritually daubed with
ochre, the umbilical cord cut and the
placenta buried.
The child was then introduced to

their father who was presented with
the umbilical cord, which he wore in
pride as a necklace.
The child’s totems would then be
confirmed by the family.
To t e m s s i g n i f i e d s p i r i t u a l
relationships that linked the child to
their family, clan and the world around
them.
In the women’s initiation ceremony,
two smoking fires were lit and the
women dusted the initiates with
powdered charcoal.
Food was placed on a stick like a
shish kebab and held by the girl.
The young men of the tribe would
form a row and stamp their feet in
unison as they slowly approached and
encircled her.
The young men then threw sticks or
flowers toward the initiate and vowed
to protect her as a sister.

Spring in a Warrandyte garden

— Doug Larson

garden at a time.
Usually I wander the garden and note all
the jobs to do in a book but this year I am
taking the pressure off myself and just doing
what I can.
All the trees and shrubs and bulbs and
bushes will be there next year.
But maybe I need a new chair this year so
I can sit and enjoy it more.
The camellias along the drive are ready to
burst into flower.
Previous owners planted a hedge of
camellias and it was such a great idea.
A great wall of green to plant in front of but
makes the house more private too.
They are underplanted with agapanthus

Warrandyte really is the most stunning
village to live in.
You can feel the warmth in the air and even
though there is still some frosts I think we are
over the worst of it.
Walking along the river and along the tracks
in the parks you see Mother Nature at her
finest in spring.
Time to get out into the garden and see
what damage winter has caused.
A great time to cut back, tidy up and, of
course, to mulch, fertilise and trim the
winter flowering shrubs that are starting to
look tatty.
I love wandering in the garden and noting
the new growth and the brilliant new colours.
The pop of yellow of the daffodils.
The birds.
The yellow of the cockatoos and the vivid
green and reds of the king parrots.
Buds swelling on the camellias, new
growth on the roses (I feel guilty this year
as I have neglected to prune them AT ALL),
the banksias are finishing their show and the
grevilleas are flowering.
“Moonlight” is a lovely grevillea to look out
for at the nurseries.
In the late afternoon it seems to glow in
the setting sun.
The leucadendrons are having a brilliant
year.
A great cut flower to bring inside.
The salvias have survived the frosts but
need trimming back, but the fruit trees are
looking forlorn as they have been “pruned”
by the deer that roam my property by night.
Just a side note.
Deer also love to eat correas and
westringias.
I actually think they like to roll in the
correas (especially “dusty bells”) as they have
all been flattened over the winter.
So much to do and so little time to do it.
But try not to get overwhelmed by it all.
Try and concentrate on one area of the

which we all know suck the moisture from
the soil.
But the camellias go about their business.
Usually this time of the year I throw
handfuls of complete fertiliser under them
and maybe splash some water with the hose
in late January but other than that they are
self-sufficient.
They enjoy the baking sun of summer.
To prune them you run over them with the
electric or petrol hedge trimmer.
There are four types of camellias.
All of them beautiful and so many colours

gardening
By KATHY GARDINER
SPRING... DON’T you love it.

Spring is when
you feel like
whistling even with a
shoe full of slush

from pure white to the deepest red/burgundy.
There is sasanqua.
It has the smaller leaves and is the one that
can cope with the sun.
It is faster growing than the other camellias
and can be shaped into a hedge if you need
one.
The japonica have large glossy leaves and
they flower from autumn to spring.
Reticulata has large bread and butter plate
size flowers. and the sinensis is the one that
gives us our cup of tea.
I tried growing one but it didn’t last the
winter.
Remember they also benefit from
disbudding at this time of year.
This means removing the flower buds so
there is only one bud left per stem and this
results in larger, stronger flowers.
They are a great flower to bring indoors to
float in a bowl of water.
Now is also the time to feed fruit and prune
existing and plant new citrus trees.
In the vegetable garden it is time to clean
up and get ready to plant.
Broad beans, silver beet, parsley, radishes,
carrots, zucchinis, pumpkins can all be
planted now into the warming soil.
You can still plant asparagus, potatoes and
rhubarb as well.
Daffodils and jonquils will be finishing up
soon but make sure that you leave them be
and let them brown and die off to produce
sugars to feed the bulbs underground.
My little tête á tête daffodils are still
flowering.
They are a pretty little daffodil.
They are easy to dig up by mistake when
working in the garden so you might want to
confine them to pots.
Crab apples in the malus family are
another tree you might want to plant in the
Warrandyte garden.
You can still buy them bare rooted.
They produce beautiful blossoms and the
bees love them.
Last year I bought two (malus purpureus)
that have red leaves and flowers and small
purple fruit hanging from slim branches.
Such a beautiful showpiece in the garden.
So get out there.
Pop on your fancy gumboots and get to
work.
If you need inspiration or advice don’t
forget if you are a Facebook user we have a
local Facebook group called “Warrandyte
Garden”.
Lots of the locals are there showing photos
of their gardens.
Join up.
You might just learn something new.
I do — every day.

The youths would each take food
from the stick she held, chew it and spit
it into one of the two fires and return
to their line formation facing the girl.
The sticks or flowers were collected
by the women and buried or otherwise
destroyed in the fire.
Men and women then participated
together in a ritual dance to end the
ceremony.
On October 25, 2013 a special
ceremony was held, led by Wurundjeri
Women Elders, to formally re-dedicate
the historic birthing site at Brushy
Creek.
It was a landmark event and
probably the largest Wurundjeri
women’s ceremony held since colonial
settlement in 1835.
After the special ceremony local men
and women also enjoyed participating
in traditional dances.

SEPTEMBER 2018

Warrandyte Diary 19

Say “I Do” in Warrandyte

By SANDI MILLER
SPRING IS IN the air,
and so thoughts turn to romance.
For those planning on tying the
knot, what better place to do it than
right here in beautiful Warrandyte.
Ou r l o ca l bu si n e ss e s have
everything you need to plan your
big day, whether you dream of a
simple affair or one with all the
trimmings.
Starting with that ring, Ruby
Tuesday have you covered, then
where better to have your hen’s
night, buck’s night or engagement
party than at the Grand Hotel or It’s
12 O’clock Somewhere.
Riverside Gowns can provide
you with all your bridal wear, a
stunning custom-made gown
for the beautiful bride, as well
as making all the dresses for the
bridal party — from flower girls
to bridesmaids to mother-of-thebride — and the men can get their
suit altered to make sure they are
the perfect fit.
Then there are so many other
details to think about : head to
Yarra Street Blooms for your
floral arrangements, bouquets and
button holes; order a specialised
wedding cake from Mother Duck
Cakes or Fantasy Cakes ; and
regardless of your music taste you
will find local musicians to suit
your style, from the Animata String
Quartet, Jo Pearson, Cath Rutton,
Disgruntled Architect or maybe
even The Scrims.
La D’Vine Stationary or Creation
Corner just down the road in
Croydon can custom design your
invitations and stationery, or for
something off the shelf, Warrandyte

Newsagency can provide all your
invitation essentials.
A month and a day before your
nuptials, you must have registered
an intent to marry with your
celebrant of choice, whether that
is through one of our several local
churches or a civil celebrant such
as John Byrne, Lisa Hunt-Wotton,
Suzie Gordon or Jeff Hobbs, who
will guide you through the official
aspects of getting hitched, as well as,
of course, perform your ceremony.
Rush and Hampshire lawyers
can guide you through the legalities
around getting married, such as
updating your Wills or considering
issues such as Power of Attorney or
Pre-Nuptial Agreements.
If you are looking for a wedding
car with a difference Kombi Love
can make your day even more
memorable with a fully restored
chauffeur driven Kombi van to get
you to the church on time.
Getting ready for the big day is
stressful, take a minute to pamper
yourself at Yarra Day Spa where
you can get facials, waxing, spray
tans and makeup before heading
to Essential Hair for the finishing
touches to your hair to complete
the package.
If you are not getting married in a
church, there are many options of
where to tie the knot, in your own
garden, one of our beautiful parks
or Bram Leigh Estate, where you
can hold your ceremony, before
heading to their gorgeous reception
room to break bread and share
your happiness with your family
and friends.
There are also options such as
Potters’ Receptions, Olivigna
or Fondata 1872 who can host

your reception dinner, or think
about having your function at the
pub, or even hire a marquee and
celebrate at home with catering
from Quinton’s IGA, White Owl
Café or with craft beer and boutique
wine from Hops and Vine.
To keep those special memories,
Go Take Films can provide video
and photographic packages to suit
your needs.
What is a wedding without the
wedding gifts? They too can be
sourced in Warrandyte!
Homing Instincts for that quirky
something, Carringtons have a
treasure trove of gifts to choose
from, The Stonehouse Gallery
have a beautiful selection of oneof-a-kind pieces, Riverseque
Home where you can find that
special something, or for an
environmentally responsible choice
head to Whimsical Treasures and
choose an up-cycled gift.
For that extra-special something,
talk to one of our many local artists.
Invest in a piece from Tread
Sculpture or Creekside Gallery
in the Bend of Islands who can
produce a bespoke work of art to
suit the personality of the happy
couple and stand as a lasting
memento for years to come.
Then of course there is the
wedding night — make it extra
special, get away without going
away, and book in to the Goldfields
B&B before you head off on your
honeymoon adventure, booked of
course through Warrandyte Travel.
They say “start as you mean to
go on”, so however you choose to
celebrate your big day, you can
make it special by making it local.

Photo: JESSICA ABBY
Courtesy Bramleigh Estate

Specialists in

Wedding Bouquets
Speak to a local.
River will assist you at
Riverside Gowns for all formal gown
needs and alterations.
337 Warrandyte-Ringwood Road,
Warrandyte (look for the signage)

0419 158 144 or 9844 1905
admin@riversidegowns.com
www.riversidegowns.com.au

Events • Wedding • Corporate

ph: 03 9844 0066
272 Yarra St, Warrandyte 3113
@yarrastreetblooms
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Set the date at
Bramleigh Estate
By JO FRENCH
TURNING INTO the long,
sweeping driveway of
Warrandyte’s newest wedding
and event venue, Bramleigh
Estate sits high on the hill,
with a backdrop of natural
landscape.
The newly renovated venue
has the ambience of a classic
Hampton’s property with its
white-on-white colour palette
and plantation shutters,
creating a relaxed but elegant
space.
As you step through the
doors, the exposed beams,
timber flooring and abundance
of natural light create a warm
welcome.
The venue can host an event
for up to 400 guests with a large,
elegant dining room.
A Bridal Retreat away from
the main area, provides a
private space for the bride
and groom to relax prior to the
reception.
The retreat is furnished with
window seats and a full length
mirror and has its own private
rest room.
Wedding and Event Specialist,
Taree, says this room is a haven
for the bride on her special day.

“The day goes by so quickly,”
says Taree.
“I like to bring the bride in
here and give her a chance to
catch her breath and collect
her thoughts for a few minutes,
even take some time to look
at herself in the mirror before
heading into the reception.”
Ta r e e s a y s t h a t w i t h
t h e i nt e r i o r re n ovat i o n s
completed, it is time to focus
on the exterior.
“We are about to head into
Stage 2 of the renovations —
the outside,” says Taree.
Currently there are lawns
rolling down the hillside,
e u c a l y p t s b o rd e r i n g t h e
property and views across the
ranges.
“ We h a v e s o m e r e a l l y
beautiful things happening
outside.
“ We a r e h a v i n g a f u l l
verandah right across the front
with Hamptons railing and the
grass area to the side will be
a full deck, wrapping around
the back.
“A fully grown tree is being
brought in, the tree will be a
beautiful feature out there, with
the same festoon lighting that
we have inside, going out onto

the deck and into the tree.
“We are going to do the
ceremonies out there, so we
will have the chairs lined up
either side of the tree.
“The bride can enter from
inside and nobody will be able
to see her until she is walking
down the aisle, so we have the
element of surprise when you
first see the bride,” she said.
As part of the next stage of
renovations, an open servery
bar will also be installed.
“After the ceremony, we can
open up the bar, there will be
tunes out on the deck, cocktails,
drinks, creating that really cool
vibe and then everyone will
be brought inside for their sit
down meal.”
Bramleigh Estate hosted its
first wedding in April, with the
next wedding booked for late
October.
Taree says, “We are selling the
dream at the moment, but the
work will be finished by then.”
With the plans also including
lighting beside the driveway
and the lawns receiving some
spring finessing, the outlook by
October will be nothing short
of stunning.

Dream gowns
by the Riverside
By JO FRENCH
CHOOSING the right wedding dress is one
of the most important decisions a bride will
undertake.
The dress is one of the most talked about
elements of the day and many brides have
been dreaming of their perfect dress for
years.
River Bradford, owner of Riverside Gowns,
specialises in custom made wedding
dresses.
River’s specialty is design, and she enjoys
working one-on-one with her clients to
create something unique.
“Weddings can be an emotional time
for the bride and I like to make sure she is
happy with her dress,” says River.
Listening to the client’s ideas and looking
at the images she has collected over time,
River sketches a design, tweaking it until
the client is satisfied.
“We can combine ideas to create just what
she wants,” says River.
“We can also design dresses for the
bridesmaids and flower girls and for the
mothers of the bride and groom.”
From the sketch and careful measuring,

River creates a pattern, working with her
client to make any changes throughout the
process that may be needed.
River takes pride in her work, and says
that extremely accurate measurements
mean less fittings.
River has over thirty years’ experience in
the fashion design industry, from almost
ten years working as a designer assistant,
pattern maker and dressmaker for wellknown brand Christopher Ari, to her own
fashion boutique in Swan Street, prior to
opening her Warrandyte studio.
Her artistry is evident in the gowns on
display in her studio, where intricate lace
work and beautiful fabrics come together
in stunning creations.
River is also happy to make sure the men
in the bridal party are well dressed, by
offering an alterations service that ensures
their suits fit well.
Riverside Gowns has been featured in
Melbourne Wedding and Bride, and can be
found at 337 Ringwood-Warrandyte Road,
where off-street parking is available.

Honeymoon away
after the big day!

Photo: JESSICA ABBY
Courtesy Bramleigh Estate

By CAROLYN ALLEN
PREPARATIONS are well underway — the
venue is booked, wedding party and their attire
are sorted, you are working through that never
ending to-do list.
Wedding planning can be a stressful time, so it
is important to keep it all in perspective — focus
on the most important people here — you and
your beloved!
When the celebrations are over it is vital to
have a well-earned rest to look forward to.
A honeymoon might seem like a far-off dream
when it comes to time and budget!
That’s where Warrandyte Travel and Cruise
swings in to action!
So often couples are already living together

and are not in need of further household items.
In an era where the focus is on adventures
rather than things — a honeymoon registry is
a perfect solution!
The team at Warrandyte Travel and Cruise
will work with you — or just your partner if it’s
to be a surprise — to plan that perfect start to
married life.
They can then coordinate a honeymoon
registry for you.
Your guests wish you well knowing they have
gifted towards a wonderful experience, and you
can look forward to a beautiful holiday without
breaking the bank.
Everyone is happy!

www.rubytuesdayjewellery.com.au
90 Melbourne Hill Road Warrandyte (03) 9844 4600
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Ruby Tuesday is a girl’s best friend
By JO FRENCH
WITH DECORATIVE wrought
iron railings, polished timber
floors and display cabinets
filled with an array of
beautiful jewellery, visiting
Ruby Tuesday Jewellery is an
experience in itself.
Specialising in custom
designing and making, and
remodelling of old jewellery,
Ruby Tuesday offer a bride and
groom the opportunity to have
a unique piece of jewellery
crafted especially for them.
With a team of four trade
qualified jewellers working on
site, including owners Anita
Sigmund and Terry Rafferty,
together with Andrew Finster
and Chloe Biddiscombe, there
is always someone ready to
work with you to create the
perfect piece.
“At Ru by Tu e s d ay , t h e
customer has the opportunity
to have a say on the design,”
says Anita.
“We can incorporate their
ideas and things that have a
special meaning, perhaps a
special symbol to the couple.

“The ring will genuinely be
unique.”
The custom design
process starts with an initial
discussion around ideas and
requirements using examples
of other works for inspiration.
At the second visit, the
customer will see the
drawings that will be created
especially for them and see
the gemstones sourced for
the piece.
“We have a huge range of
gemstones, including many
lesser known gemstones,”
says Anita.

“At the moment, a lot of
people are choosing colours
instead of diamonds.
“S a p p h i re s, e s p e c i a l l y
Australian sapphires have
been extremely popular with
their green-blue hues.”
All handmade jewellery
is created on the premises
using techniques and tools
which have been used in the
manufacture of jewellery for
centuries.
Anita is the creative force
behind Ruby Tuesday, starting
the business almost 20 years
ago, from a workbench in a
half shop at the eastern end of
Yarra Street.
Terry joined her shortly after,
bringing with him his already
established clientele from a
previous 15 years of business
experience.
The unique and beautiful
handmade jewellery is now
crafted in the studio gallery
at 90–94 Melbourne Hill Road
where you are able to watch
the artists at work while you
peruse the display cabinets.

Blooming beautiful
ONCE AGAIN Warrandyte boasts a lovely florist
shop, Yarra Street Blooms.
Blooms is on a journey to deliver fresh flowers
and innovative designs to the community of
Warrandyte and beyond.
They provide free delivery to Warrandyte and
local areas.
Launched in February this year, Yarra Street
Blooms is a young and motivated studio, with the
backbone of the studio being its farm, Kinglake
Proteas.
It is the largest protea farm in Australia, and
all the natives seen in the studio are picked first
thing in the morning, either on the day, or the
day before.
All other fresh flowers come directly from the
Melbourne Flower Market.
Yarra Street Blooms specialises in delightful
bouquets along with wedding and event
installations.
Yarra Street Blooms is captivated by weddings
and creating wedding bouquets is a favourite
pursuit.

Weddings and events are implemented with
the same design and quality policy used in the
shop every day.
You will always receive a choice of the best
quality seasonal flowers available.
Our designers go to work selecting blooms for
their quality, beauty and freshness, not their
name or fame.

Marriage
Celebrant
25 years experience
Over 4000 ceremonies…still going strong
www.johnbynecelebrant.com.au
0418 995 189
Warrandyte resident

For all enquiries and bookings
(03) 9844 2477
book@warrandytetravel.com.au
2 Webb St, Warrandyte VIC 3113
www.warrandytetravel.com.au

Legally yours
By AARON FARR, Rush and Hampshire
WHILE ENJOYING the happiest day of your
life it is imperative to ensure that you have
protected yourself and your family with the
following:
Wills & Powers of Attorney
Many of our clients are unaware that their
Will becomes invalid when they marry.
If you fail to update your Will to reflect this
major relationship change or do not have a
Will, the legislation will govern who receives
your estate, which may not always be as you
intend.
A Will also makes the process simpler and
cheaper for your loved ones.
Wills can be valid when made in advance
of your big day but only where made in
contemplation of your marriage specifically.
Who do you want to manage your financial
matters or make that dreaded medical decision
if the unforeseen happens and you lose
decision making capacity?
Without a Power of Attorney or appointment
of a Medical Treatment Decision Maker, your

loved ones can be forced to go through the
stressful, arduous process of applying to VCAT
in order to carry out tasks which you may
assume a spouse can do after marriage, such
as buying/selling property or even accessing
your personal funds to cover medical expenses.
A few simple documents can avoid this
scenario.
Financial Agreement
Without sounding all doom and gloom, it
is important to turn your mind to protecting
your family and children (if from a different
relationship).
You may think this is something not worth
considering at this stage but considering
the large percentages of divorce rates in our
society, it is worth a thought before tying the
knot.
A Financial Agreement is a device used to
protect you and your family and ensure there is
transparency in your relationship by deciding
how you want your assets divided in the event
you become separated or preventing that
dreaded spousal maintenance application.
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Luxury Wedding & Event Venue
Set on 10 acres of natural landscape, Bramleigh Estate blends
modern comfort and style with the ambience of a classic
Hamptons property right in the heart of Warrandyte.

Catering up to 400 guests
All inclusive packages combining gourmet meals, award-winning
service and personalised wedding styling.
www.bramleighestate.com.au
420 Warrandyte-Ringwood Road, Warrandyte I 03 9844 3013
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Raising the bar in community theatre
a hard time processing this
review
challenging work, but this does
not detract from it being an
Warrandyte Theatre Company excellent piece of theatre; well
directed, well staged and with
has done it again.
exceptional performances.
Doubt was always going
to be a hard act to follow, Opinions will vary, and if
but now we have Vere, an the Diary only ran glowing
equally controversial, thought reviews then they wouldn’t be
reviews, so we are laying it
provoking piece of theatre.
on the table.
With all confrontational works of
art, you can’t please everyone. So here are Hoggy and BB
with two very different takes
The talent that resides in the on WTC’s latest controversial
little green building means that production.
WTC hits well above its weight
for community theatre, and the
company have stretched their
not-inconsiderable talents to
put on some brilliant works
of late, including this recent
production of Vere.
Marketed as a comedy, some
members of the audience
may have gone in expecting
the Follies, so will have had
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
HOW DOES ONE write a review of a play, when
from the backstage crew, to producer, through
to director, actors — and of course, the amazing
writing of John Doyle — just one word comes
to mind. Brilliant!
The gentle physics professor, Vere (Adrian
Rice) endears himself to those around him,
immediately.
It is always a pleasure to have Adrian back on
the stage and his lovely voice greatly enhances
his characters.
Vere has been diagnosed with rapid onset
dementia.
Dementia is a cruel mental disease for
anyone, let alone someone who has always
had such clarity of thought.
Adrian’s dialogue throughout the play is
extensive.
We are not only listening, but learning,
snippets of science and of gentle poetry.
I have many things I want to explore.
In the first act, Vere is diagnosed, which in
turn leads to his retirement and a farewell with
his work colleagues.
I was dreading the second act.
Having watched my auntie progress through
dementia, I wasn’t at all surprised to see Vere
standing, confused and in clothes soiled by an
uncontrolled bowel movement.
The way the various members of the family

dealt with his dementia, the
stress and irritability of still
trying to reason with someone
who has no reasoning powers left.
And then, being tricked by the
occasional lucid moments.
The brilliance here was the use of the
same actors, playing different characters,
but with similar names.
It was a very impressive way of showing the
onlooker how confused the brain becomes
with dementia.
“I have waves of suffocating panic. And fear.
The worst fear is unspecified fear.
Not knowing what one is fearing.
What I can report is that I am... evaporating”.
And so sad also, is the watching of someone
you love, who had been intelligent, full of life
and love, evaporating before you.
All the actors were remarkable, and I am
sure Adrian must have been spent after each
performance, I certainly was after watching
him.
I laughed hard at the beginning and cried
hard at the end, and I know it was hard for
Adrian’s wife and fellow actors, to watch him
so convincingly perform the deterioration of a
wonderful human being.
Warrandyte Theatre Company just gets better
and better.

By DAVID HOGG
A FULL HOUSE was the order
of the day for the first Saturday
night performance of Vere, a play
by John Doyle aka Roy Slaven.
The first act, set in a university
staffroom after Professor Vere (then
lucid) has been told he has not long to live
and will soon be consumed by dementia,
celebrates the end of the academic year with
students, lecturers, the Vice Chancellor and a
bottle or two of Grange.
The second act is set in a high-rise apartment
with Vere (now suffering with dementia)
at home with the same six performers now
playing his son, daughter-in-law, grandson,
and the prospective new granddaughter-in-law
and her Pastor father and his dominating wife.
The actors were all brilliant, but the problem
here was the material.
Vere is not a play for me.
The first act, which dragged somewhat,
contained clever academic dialogue and
argument, but was spoiled for me by the typical
Roy and HG blokeyness of the dialogue.
The second act had some humorous moments
particularly as Vere confused his family with his
previous academics, but I found the debate
between the two families — one side wanting to

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

push religion at the dying Vere, the other side,
including Vere, wanting none of that — both
pointless and predictable.
Perhaps it was a mistake running two heavily
audience-challenging plays back-to-back.
Where Doubt succeeded, Vere spectacularly
failed for me.
None of this takes anything away from the
performers.
Vere, played by Adrian Rice, was perfect
casting; warm and funny and befuddled and
sharp and angry and had all the signs of a
brilliant and caring mind in the first act and a
confused one in the second.
The other performers equally gave all they
have got and were a pleasure to watch.
Director Ian Tweeddale hoped that we would
walk out of this performance with “much to
contemplate”.
It didn’t work for me, but most others in the
audience seemed to have enjoyed the show.
Next up from WTC is something completely
different.
The Festivillain, “A pantomime of music,
mischief and merriment”, will run in the last
two weeks of November and it appears that
it will be the new alternative to the muchloved Follies.
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buzz about town

THINK GLOBALLY, SHOP LOCALLY

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Event: AGM — Warrandyte Community Association
When: Thursday, September 13, 7:30pm – 8pm
Where:	Warrandyte Community Church
57 Yarra St, Warrandyte
Info:
All supporters of the WCA are invited to attend. Only
current financial members are eligible for office and to vote at
the AGM.

Event: 	Open Day & Fair
When: 	Saturday, October 20, 10am – 4pm
Where: 	Little Yarra Steiner School & Kindergarten,
205 Little Yarra Road, Yarra Junction
Info:
Join in the fun of the annual school fair including
market stalls, school tours, live music, children’s activities and
more.

Event: 	Ringwood Repair Café
When: 	Saturday, September 15, 2pm – 4pm
Where: 	Ringwood Uniting Church,
30 Station Street, Ringwood
Info:
Bring along any item that needs fixing.

Event: 	Nunawading & District Lapidary Club — Gem Show
When:	Saturday, October 20, 9am – 5pm
Sunday, October 21, 10am – 5pm
Where: 	Dorset Primary School,
Rescorla Avenue, Croydon
Cost:
Adults $4, Children free
Info:
Phil Brewer 9717 0161 or Phil Toland 9761 3169.
Come along and see a wonderful array of jewellery, crafts, slabs,
minerals and gemstones. Refreshments available.

WARRANDYTE
GLASS

Event: 	Mullum Mullum Trail Opening
When: 	Sunday, September 16, 10:45am – 1:30pm
Where: 	320 Park Road, Park Orchards
Info:
Join the official opening of the 42km off road circuit
by taking part in the 1.3km walk along the scenic trail finishing
with a BBQ at Heads Road.

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

Event: The Delights of Night Time Photography: Workshop
When: 	Tuesday, September 18, 7pm – 10pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Cost:
$37
Info:
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or
admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839. BYO Camera. Working with
available light can be exhilarating and rewarding. The sun will
be down and the first quarter moon up in the sky.

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens
or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

Event:

 orried about your memory (an interactive
W
session presented by Dementia Australia)
When: Tuesday, 18 September, 1pm – 3pm
Where: Manningham Civic Centre, Function Room 1
Cost:
Free
Event: ECOSS Spring Festival
When: Saturday, September 22, 10am – 4pm
Where:	Yarra Valley Ecoss,
711 Old Warburton Road, Wesburn
Cost: 	Tickets $5 – $10
Info:
Lots of fun for all the family including live
entertainment, tiny house tours, bio-dynamic farm tour, bee
talks and the grand opening of Relab (up cycling craft centre).
ecoss.org.au
Event: 	Botanical Illustration for Beginners
When: 	Saturday, September 22, 11am – 3pm
Where: 	Alowyn Gardens & Nursery,
1210 Melba Highway, Yarra Glen
Cost: 	Tickets $90 available from trybooking.com
Info:
Artist, Bronwyn Ward hosts a fun and relaxing class
for beginners. alowyngardens.com.au

Event: Nillumbik Volunteer Expo
When: 	Tuesday, October 23, 10am – 1pm
Where: 	Community Bank Stadium,
129–163 Main Hurstbridge Road, Diamond Creek
Event: 	AGM — Warrandyte Neighbourhood House Inc.
When: Tuesday, October 23, 2pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: 	RSVP 03 9844 1839 or email admin@wnh.org.au
All welcome
Event: 	Healesville Primary School Community Fete
When: 	Saturday, October 27, 10am – 3pm
Where: 	Healesville Primary School,
2 View Street, Healesville
Event: 	Friends of Warrandyte State Park Nursery
When: 	First Saturday of each month until November,
9am – 2pm
Where: 	Pound Bend Road, Warrandyte State Park
Info:
1300 764 422
Event: Music Together
When: 	Wednesdays, 9:30am – 11am
Where: 	Warrandyte Uniting Church Hall
Info:
Robyn Bonthorne 0438 804 381 or Joan McDonnell
9844 4730. Music together is an exciting, educational music
programme for children aged 0 – 4yrs, together with their
parent or guardian. Our excellent music therapist provides
a fun time using a variety of musical experiences, including
instruments, parachute, scarves etc. We provide morning tea
and chat for children and carers after the session. A social affair.
Free try day. Come along and make new friends or meet
old ones.

Event: Yarra Valley VIEW Club Lunch
When: Tuesday, September 25, 12pm
Where: Chirnside Park Country Club
Info:
Wendy 0438 625 556 Bookings essential
Guest speaker, Sandi Muntisov — National Councillor
Event: 	AGM — Information Warrandyte Inc.
When: 	Tuesday October 9, 7pm
Where:	Information Warrandyte Office,
Warrandyte Community Centre
Info:
9844 2212. All welcome.
Event: 	Holy Spirit Fete 2018
When: 	Saturday, October 13, 10am – 5pm
Where: 	Holy Spirit Catholic Primary School,
120 Oban Road, Ringwood North
Event: Yarra’s Community Festival
When: 	Saturday, October 13, 3pm – 8pm
Where: 	Yarra Valley Grammar,
Kalinda Road, Ringwood
Event: Practically Green Festival
When: 	Sunday, October 14, 10:30am – 4:30pm
Where: 	Edendale Community Farm, Gastons Road, Eltham
Info:
This free event celebrates sustainable living and all
things green.

Local markets
Park Orchards Market
Saturday, September 15
9am – 1pm
Park Orchards Primary School,
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,
Park Orchards
Eltham Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday, 9am – 1pm
Eltham Town Hall,
10-18 Arthur Street, Eltham
Yarra Valley Food Group’s
Monthly Farmers’ Market
Sunday, September 16
9am – 2pm
Yering Station,
38 Melba Highway, Yarra Glen

All For Kids Market, Croydon
Saturday, September 22
9am – 1pm
Aquahub, 11 Civic Square,
Croydon
Kinglake Produce & Artisan
Market
Sunday, September 30
10am – 2pm
94 Whitlesea-Kinglake Road,
Kinglake
Eltham Twilight Spring Market
Thursday, October 25
4pm – 8pm
Eltham Town Square,
Eltham

At Lavrin & Lawrence Orthodontics, our husband and wife Specialist Orthodontists look forward to providing
your family with personalised orthodontic care.
Children, teens and adults welcome
Traditional braces, Invisalign and Invisalign for Teens

No referral necessary
9846 3811
Templestowe & Melbourne
www.lavrinortho.com.au

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC

A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
12–14 Blair Street, Warrandyte 9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook
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out & about
Event:	Rob Dolan’s 2nd Birthday Friday Night Drinks
When: 	Friday, September 14, 5pm – 10pm
Where: 	Rob Dolan Wines, 21 Delaney Road, Warrandyte South
Event: 	Renee Geyer — One Night in the Yarra Valley
When:
Saturday, September 16, 4pm
Where: 	Hysteria Lounge, 243 Main Street, Lilydale
Cost: 	Tickets $49 plus booking fee, book online
Info:
hysterialounge.com.au/events
Event:
A Stolen Season by Rodney Hall
When: 	Sunday, September 16, 3:30pm – 5pm
Where: 	Platform 3095, 965 Main Road, Eltham
Cost: 	Entry $40 includes a copy of the book or a $25 gift
voucher, ale and cake — bookings essential.
Info:
Visit Eltham Bookshop, 970 Main Road, Eltham
or call (03) 9439 8700.
Event: 	Yolanda Ingley II & Band - Jazz, Soul and R’n B
When:
Saturday September 15, 7:30pm
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
Cost: 	$25 full, $20 conc, $10 youth 10+, Family $60
Info:
Lisa - 0401 167 223, warrandytemusic@gmail.com
Event:
Film Society — The Dressmaker
When: 	Friday, September 21, 7pm for 7:30pm start
Where: 	Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Cost:	 Annual membership just $50 to June 2019.
Info:
Includes screenings, nibbles prior to film, coffee and
conversation afterwards. Wine is sold by the glass. DVD’s available
to hire, free of charge to members. Friendly social group.
Event:
Harvest Run 2018
When: 	Saturday, September 22, 7:45am – 1pm
Where: 	Yarra Valley Race Course, Yarra Glen
Cost: 	Tickets $40 – $70, enter online at events.solemotive.com
Info:
Enjoy a 5.3km or 13.5km run through the Yarra Valley and
celebrate with good food, wine and music.
Event:
Wine & Art
When: 	Saturday, September 22, 2pm – 6pm
Where: 	Rob Dolan Wines
Info:
A Cork & Chroma pop-up event at Rob Dolan’s vineyard.
Sample some great Rob Dolan wines before unleashing your inner
Van Gogh as a Cork & Chroma artist leads you through the basics of
painting acrylics on canvas while you produce your own version of
Van Gogh’s Starry Night.
Event:
Run Maroondah
When: 	Sunday, September 22, 8am – 11am
Where: 	H.E. Parker Reserve, Heathmont Road, Heathmont
Cost:
$15 – $55.
Info:
Sign up to the 15km challenge, 10km run, 5km run/walk
or the 1.2km kids run. Special “Family” group entry also available.
Visit Maroondah Council website to enter. maroondah.vic.gov.au
Event:
Enchoir Away!
When: 	Saturday, September 22, 6:30pm for 7pm
Where: 	Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
Cost:
$30, children under 15 $5.
Info:
A full 2 hour show lovingly created by local choir,
Enchoir! All profits raised go to our local asylum seekers who are
supported by The Now and Not yet Cafe in Warrandyte.
For bookings stickytickets.com.au/73956

Event:
BackBeat
When:
Friday, October 5, 8pm
Where: 	Grand Hotel, Warrandyte
Info:
Beatles tribute band, capturing the sound of the Fab
Four’s Hamburg/Cavern era.
Event:
Annual Spring Celebration Day
When: 	Saturday, October 6, 10am – 3pm
Where: 	Alowyn Gardens & Nursery,
1210 Melba Highway, Yarra Glen
Info:
Market stalls, food, entertainment. Entry fee applies.
Event:
Yarra Valley Oktoberfest
When:
Saturday, October 6, 11am – 6pm
Where: 	Lilydale Showgrounds
Cost:
Ticket prices start from $30
Info:
Enjoy a knees-up with a German twist with a beer hall,
beer garden, food trucks and endless entertainment. Prizes for the
best dressed. Bookings: melbournepresents.com
Event: 	Chirnside Park Fire Brigade Food Truck Fiesta
When: 	Sunday, October 7, 10am – 6pm
Where: 	Chirnside Park Shopping Centre
Cost: 	Entry Gold coin donation.
Info:
Great food, great music and a great way to support of
Chirnside Park CFA.
Event: 	Foggy Mountain Bluegrass 2018 Music Festival
(Kinglake)
When:
October 12 – 14
Where: 	Various venues, Kinglake
Info:
Line up and ticket information at ticketebo.com.au/
foggy-mountain/foggy-mountain-bluegrass-festival-2018.html
Event:
The Grange Shiraz Challenge
When: 	Friday, October 19, 6:45pm – 10:30pm
Where: 	Fondata 1872, Kangaroo Ground
Cost: 	Tickets $195pp. Bookings essential, call 9712 0742
Info:
Compare wines and see if you can pick the Grange.

Event:
On the Hill Festival
When:
Sunday, October 28, 11am – 6pm
Where: 	Panton Hill Firefighters Memorial Park
Info:
Enjoy a fun afternoon of talented musicians as well as
other free activities, food and culture.
SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Event: 	Giggle & Hoot’s Hootastic
Concert
When:
Sunday, September 30, 10am
Where: 	Memorial Hall Healesville
Info:
Tickets available from livenation.com.au

Mon to Thu 9 to 5.30•Fri 9 to 7•Sat 9 to 1
Ph 9844 4422 warrandyte@eyeson.com.au
Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT

0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

Event:
Magic Workshop
When: 	Monday, October 1, 10:30am – midday
Where: 	RACV Healesville Country Club
Cost: 	$16 per child. Bookings essential.
Info:
Learn how to perform tricks to wow your friends and
family. Suitable for 6–12 year olds. To book, call 9944 8876
or email memberevents@racv.com.au

Event:
Grand Final Eve Eve
When: 	Thursday, September 27, 8pm – midnight
Where: 	Grand Hotel Warrandyte
Info:
Morning Maxwell is back to kick off the AFL Grand Final
weekend. 18+ only.
Event:
Persian Dinner Banquet
When: 	Friday, September 28, 7pm – 10pm
Where: 	Cocoa Moon Café, Warrandyte
Cost: 	$45pp and includes glass of wine
Info:
Three-course Persian dinner banquet.

Event: 	Roald Dahl’s George’s Marvellous Medicine
When: 	Tuesday, October 2, 10am and 2pm
Where: 	Karralyka Centre, Ringwood East
Info:
Be part of this mischievous, humorous and magical show
family show.

Event:
AFL Grand Final Day
When: 	Saturday, September 29, midday onwards
Where: 	It’s 12 O’clock Somewhere, Warrandyte
Info:
Celebrate with family and friends. Book a table and watch
the final on the big screen.

Event: 	Children’s Sound and Crystal Healing Play Day
When: 	Thursday, October 4, 10am – 1pm
Where: 	Universal Reiki, 4 Hoddle Street, Yarra Junction
Cost: .	Tickets $40-$60 available from www.trybooking.com
Info:
Enjoy a fun filled day of lots of fun activities including
crystal healing, mandala making, nature walk, guided meditation
and more. universalreiki.com.au

CYRIL

- F ashion Spectacles &
Contact Lenses
- Sunglasses
-S
 pectacle & Sunglass Repairs

Event:
Aussie ROCK Party Night!
When: 	Friday, October 19, 8:30pm – 11:30pm
Where: 	Grand Hotel Warrandyte

Event:
Master LEGO Builders
When: 	Monday, October 1, 2pm – 4pm
Where: 	RACV Healesville Country Club
Cost:
$30 per child. Bookings essential.
Info:
Use your master builder skills to build your ow creations.
Suitable for 6-12 year olds. To book, call 9944 8876 or email
memberevents@racv.com.au

Event:
Pat Wilson and the Bob Boys
When: 	Sunday, September 30, 4pm – 8pm
Where: 	Warrandyte RSL
Info:
RSL 9844 3567 (week days after 4pm)
or warrandyte-rsl@internode.on.net. Doesn’t get any better
than this. Come along and enjoy the music. Donation for band
appreciated. BBQ from 6pm. Platters and drinks available from bar.

- Eye Examinations Bulk Billed
-R
 etinal Photography
(No Charge)
- Glaucoma & Macula checks
- HICAPS (No Gap Available)

For more events across the Yarra Valley, visit
In Your Backyard on Facebook, search for
@IYBinyourbackyard

DIARY MINI ADS

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron
Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

CHAUFFURED TR ANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.
PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

By PAUL WILLIAMS

Andrew John
Managing Director

‘We cover all areas of painting and decorating’
p: 0412 765 210 e: fwpd10@gmail.com
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote
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Northern exposure

Photo: BILL McAULEY

BY SANDI MILLER

BEND OF ISLANDS artist, Tim Read of Tread
Sculpture was pleasantly surprised by a phone call
he received a couple of months ago to commission
a work for the remote Aboriginal community of
Mapoon in Far North Queensland.
“I was staggered when I looked up where
Mapoon was,” Tim told the Diary.
The tiny community of around 250 people, only
200 kilometres from the tip of Cape York, is about
as far as you can get from the Bend of Islands, but
the community felt a connection with Tim’s work
and commissioned him to produce an artwork for
their up-and-coming Paanja Festival.
“The CEO of Mapoon Aboriginal Shire rang me
to say they were having a celebration in September
and they would really like some steel sculptural
works representing the township and she found
me online, ‘am I interested?’— and it went from
there,” Tim said.
The remote community initially invited Tim to
go fishing with them in exchange for his artwork.
“It sounded like a great plan, except I have got to
make a living from my artwork,” he said.
“My artist friend who had done work with

communities up there, Linda MacAulay, told me
that ‘life is simple up there, you enjoy the fishing
and the hospitality and that’s the way it works’,”
he said.
A more traditional payment was eventually
negotiated for the commission.
Tim was shown a painting from local indigenous
artist to inform his sculpture, which he has
developed into a series of five totem poles that
reflect the local Indigenous art, culture and
landscape.
Tim works with reclaimed material to produce
his sculptures and the rusted metal aspect of his
work, along with Tim’s representation of native
plants and animals, proved to be the right fit for
the remote community.
The sculptures are currently making the long
journey to Cape York and, after being unveiled
during the Paanja Festival, will stand as part of
the gateway to the community.
If, dear reader, your travels take you to this farflung community, keep an eye out for this little
piece of Warrandyte in Cape York.

All the Love in
the Universe

By JO FRENCH
AN EXHIBITION of works by local abstract
artist, Jacinta Payne, is currently being held
at Riveresque Home as part of their Rolling
Art program that champions the work of local
emerging and established artists.
All the Love in the Universe, features textured
canvasses, acrylics and watercolour and
ink works, which are Jacinta’s expressive
interpretations of our connection to the world
we inhabit and the broader responsibility we
share to maintain it.
“This collection of works celebrates the greater
expanse of the earth down to the smallest creases
of the surrounding natural environment,” says
Jacinta.
Jacinta draws inspiration from nature and
uses her medium as a vehicle to celebrate her
passion for colour.
“Art has been a constant passion throughout
the different phases of my life.
“My aim, when creating art, is to reflect the
many horizons, vistas and micro-climates of this
beautiful earth, to give a modern and abstract
twist to an everyday vision.”

Get growing
in spring
Our popular 9-week Introduction to
Horticulture starts on 22 September at
Edendale. Justin Calverley, experienced
horticulturist and permaculturist, will
present topics such as plant recognition,
soil properties, propagation, and
planting.
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au
9433 3744

Seniors Festival
The 2018 Victorian Seniors Festival
takes place throughout October.
The theme of this year’s Festival is
‘Get Social’. Regardless of background,
experience or mobility, everyone is
encouraged to take part to learn
new skills and make new friends in
our community.
The State Government will provide free
public transport for Victorian Seniors
Card holders in metropolitan and regional
Victoria from Sunday 7 to 14 October.
A range of exciting events and activities
will be happening throughout the Shire
so download a copy of the program at
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/seniorsfestival

The exhibition is an opportunity to stand in
front of works such as These Moments, New Day
or Ocean Song and witness the colours and
movement of the natural world.
“Some pieces are intuitive expressionistic
paintings…others are impressionistic works
depicting various sights I have witnessed
or places I have been and feel compelled to
capture,” says Jacinta.
Excerpts from poems written by Jacinta’s sister,
Alicia Luck, are placed amongst the collection,
encouraging us to:
“Take a moment and be still
Notice the beauty close at hand…”
“Growing up in the Southern Highlands of
NSW, on the edge of Morton National Park, I
have always felt a strong connection with nature
and the Australian bush,” says Jacinta.
“I feel very lucky to again live surrounded by
the Australian bush, now in Warrandyte.
All the Love in the Universe opened on Friday
September 7 and will remain on display at
Riveresque Home, 142 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
until Sunday September 30.

Advisory Committee
positions vacant
Council is seeking expressions of interest
for two volunteers to join the Recreation
Trails Advisory Committee (RTAC).
The role of RTAC is to provide Council
with specialist advice regarding new
and existing recreation trails, as well as
supporting infrastructure within the Shire.
The positions are:
•
•

A person to represent the walking
community; and
A person with a disability or an
advocate on behalf of people with
a disability.

The closing date for applications is Thursday
27 September at 5pm. The position is
voluntary and held until July 2019.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/rtac

Help shape the future of
Eltham and Diamond Creek
Council is reviewing the Structure Plans
for the Diamond Creek and Eltham Activity
Centres. Structure Plans provide a vision,
objectives and directions to support
vibrant, prosperous, well-connected and
sustainable centres, now and into the
future. It is important that the community
provides input into the future of these
centres. Feedback closes Sunday
23 September.
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Practically Green Festival
Sunday 14 October
10.30am-4.30pm
Edendale, 30 Gastons Road, Eltham
Sunday 21 October, 10am-3.30pm
Marngrook Oval, Diamond Creek
The Pet Expo is a fun-filled day out for
both two and four-legged visitors. This
vibrant event celebrates our furry and
feathered companions and has plenty
on offer to keep them happy and healthy
including displays and demonstrations,
nutritional and grooming advice, obedience
training, education and much more.
Wild Action Zoo will present three live
shows at this year’s expo, featuring a
koala, wallabies and other Australian
species while Leigh’s Farmyard Friends
will provide a tamer experience with a
petting zoo.

The festival has sustainable building
and lifestyle exhibitors, music, children’s
activities and entertainment, a workshop
program, local food and wine, market
stalls and a sustainable art project.
There will be cleaning options, how
to set up a veggie patch, musical
performances and entertainment.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/PGF

Better Together exhibition
Monday 17 September –
Monday 1 October
St Andrews Community Centre

Central Animal Records will be on hand
to ensure that your pet’s details are
up-to-date with free microchip checks.
There will also be a dedicated kids’
zone with face painting and an inflatable
animal kingdom obstacle challenge,
jumping castle and animal run.

Better Together is a travelling exhibition
featuring work by artists from Araluen
and St John of God Accord. While you
are at the exhibition, fill in the feedback
postcards about how we can make
Nillumbik more inclusive. This feedback
is just one of many consultations being
undertaken to help shape Council’s new
four-year Disability Action Plan.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/petexpo

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/inclusion

facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

@nillumbikshire

nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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The wisdom of a seven-year-old
corner of my eye
By JO FRENCH
ELI IS SEVEN with hair a beautiful
mess of curls that tumble around her
shoulders and bright blue eyes that
always seem to have a dancing light
behind them.
She has an innate sense of joy and
skips and laughs her way through life.
Well, that’s what I see; I know her
mum will have a different story to tell.
Eli is sitting opposite me in a café in
Beechworth.
Our families have taken off for a few
days of country air and bush walks
and, this afternoon, Eli has earned a
special treat — a café visit with her
mum and me, without the other kids.
They’ve all been left back at camp.
Her legs are swinging as she reads
the menu excitedly.
A sign catches our eye — this café has
13 milkshake flavours!
We play a game trying to guess all the
flavours, but don’t get passed seven.
Not that it matters though, because
Eli has already made up her mind.
“I think I will have chocolate,” she
announces.
“Are you sure?” we ask in unison.
“There are so many to choose from,
don’t you want to see the list before
you choose?”
Eli shakes her head and grins.
“No,” she says firmly, “I know what I
like and I like chocolate.”
Meanwhile, I am looking at the array
of cakes on display and can’t decide
between a lemon tart, hummingbird
cake or the dairy-free oat and nut slice.
Caught w ith indecision after
everyone else has ordered, I quickly
chose the oat slice.
The first bite confirms I’ve made a

mistake as dry crumbs tumble down
the front of my shirt.
It was clearly the least appetizing of
all the selections on offer.
Why on earth had I chosen it?
The science behind decision making
is complex, but this I do know.
Sometimes I make decisions based
on what I think those around me
would choose.
Sometimes I tr y not to make
decisions at all and handball them to
someone else.
FOMO (Fear of Missing Out)
also plays a role in my moments of
indecision.
And sometimes, I feel like I am just
shutting my eyes and pointing vaguely.
But, with so many decisions to make
every day, it’s no wonder many of us
are indecisive at times.
With the sheer volume of new
products hitting our shelves and
rapid technological advancement,
we are constantly bombarded with
new flavours, products or looks in our
daily lives.
And it seems to start from the
moment we drag ourselves out of bed.
What will I wear?
What can I put in the lunch-boxes
today?
Which plants do I need to pick up at
the nursery?
What shall I buy for that birthday
gift?
And what shall I cook for dinner?
I’m exhausted before the day has
even started!
But it doesn’t end there.
By the end of the day, when it is
time to flop on the sofa, in front of
the television, I’m faced with another
round of choices!
Between Netflix, Stan and iView, I
can’t even decide which streaming
option to use, not to mention finding
an actual show that we can all agree on.

Perhaps I should just read a book?
Pick one from the pile!
“Decision fatigue” is real.
It is a psychological condition caused
by the large amount of choices that we
need to make, and it leads to mental
exhaustion.
But I guess we already know that,
don’t we?
I attended a creativity workshop
recently and amidst the activities,
some simple advice to help make
room in our minds for creativity came
forth.
Every decision we make every day
— and there are hundreds — uses up
energy.
Perhaps we need to think about how
we can conserve our energy for more
complex or important decisions.
So, what can we do to help navigate
the minefield of choices that face us
daily?
Those people who wear a uniform
to work, or have children that wear
school uniforms, know how much
easier it is in the morning when the
decision is already made for you.
Look at images of presidents and
prime ministers and you will notice
they wear the same outfit repeatedly,
possibly in different shades, but still a
form of uniform.
One smart friend of mine hangs
her clothes in “outfits” — pairing the
right shirt with a skirt or trousers,
even hanging a piece of jewellery to
suit with it.
Another menu-plans and shops
accordingly, saving both decision
fatigue and money.
Decisions still have to be made, but
tackling them all at one time, using
forward planning, takes the pressure
off.
And removing just one decision frees
the mind and allows us to focus on
more important issues.

Like choosing a fabulous gift for a
special person.
Or finding just the right words to say.
Or having the time to work out a
problem.
Or planning a fun activity for the
weekend.
Or cake.
Today I walked into a café, quickly
scanned the display and chose the first
item that looked good.
It was delicious!
Tomorrow, I’m off to buy a little gift
for a special friend.
And the card will read …

Dear Eli,
Thank you for choosing chocolate…
xxx
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Tax update for residential rental property investors
finance
By BRIAN SPURRELL
THIS MONTH’S column should be
of interest to readers who generate
assessable income from residential
rental properties.
In particular, this update will inform
you of recent legislative changes that
affect deductions for depreciation of
plant, equipment and travel expenses
relating to rental properties.
For a more comprehensive coverage
of tax issues relating to rental property
investment, refer to my column
in the March edition of the Diary
which is also available on the PTAS
Accountants website.
Depreciation of existing plant
and equipment
O wners of residential rental
properties purchased prior to May 9,
2017 were able to claim depreciation
on existing plant and equipment that
was included in the purchase of the
residential property and will continue
to be able to do so.
Rental property owners who
exchanged contracts to purchase
second-hand residential properties
after 7:30pm on May 9 2017 can no
longer claim depreciation on existing
(second-hand) plant and equipment,
as they are deemed to form part of the
purchase price of the property and are
no longer severable as depreciable
assets.
However, they will be reflected

in the cost base of the property for
capital gains tax purposes.
Subsequent purchases of new plant
and equipment will of course be
depreciable under the provisions of
Division 40 of the Tax Act.
If you purchased a new residential
rental property after May 9, 2017 then
items of plant and equipment will not
be second-hand and depreciation will
be claimable at the appropriate rates
under Division 40 of the Tax Act.
Th e n e w l e g i s l at i o n ap p l i e s
to Division 40 items of plant and
equipment that are second-hand
and do not form part of the property’s
structure — such as an oven, range
hood, dishwasher or carpet.
Capital works which come under
the provisions of Division 43 of the
Tax Act and relate to the building
structure or are permanent fixtures,

are not affected by the new legislation
and will continue to be deductible
at 2.5% for up to 40 years provided
the construction of the property
commenced and/or any subsequent
structural improvements were made
after September 15, 1987.
Residential rental property
travel expenses
The second legislative change
denies a deduction for travel expenses
relating to a residential investment
property, this change came into effect
on July 1, 2017.
This deduction denial does not
affect you if you are carrying on a
business of property investing or are
an excluded entity such as a company
or the property is a commercial
rental property such as a warehouse,
commercial office building or shop.

Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 or 9844 1943
Warrandyte Consulting Rooms, continuing to evolve
within the community. Ensuring we provide the
same high level of dedicated care to the people and
families of Warrandyte as we have done for the past
43 years.

New Patients Welcome
Dr Gail Dixon
Dr Irina Fast
Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Ashraf Zakhary

OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Generally, owning one or several
rental properties will not be regarded
as being in the business of rental
properties but rather is considered
simply to be a type of investment.
Up until the 2016/17 tax year, travel
expenses could be claimed for travel
to and from the rental property,
for preparing the property for new
tenants, inspecting the property
periodically, undertaking repairs and
maintenance, collecting rent, visiting
your agent, etc.
Going forward, you may prefer to
delegate these duties to an agent, in
which case the fees charged by the
agent to carry out these duties would
still be deductible.
If you have a commercial rental
investment property, then you can
still claim travel expenses as the
new legislation is not applicable to
commercial rental properties.
Tip: If you have a residential
rental property and you have
not engaged a Tax Depreciation
Quantity Surveyor to prepare
a depreciation report for your
property, you could be missing
out on thousands of dollars of
deductions that you are rightfully
entitled to.
Whilst the above two legislative
changes have reduced the deductions
available to owners of residential
rental properties to some extent, it is
important that you are able to justify
the deductions you are entitled to
claim by retaining records for five
years of:

•	All documents verifying the
deductions claimed have been
incurred.
•	The expenditure relating to a
rental property that was either
tenanted or genuinely available
for rent by way of advertisement
or in the hands of an agent.
•	How you have apportioned
expenses between the proportion
of the year the property was
used for private purposes or
not available for rent and the
proportion of the year the
property was rented or available
for rent.
Tip: The tax office has issued a
number of warnings to taxpayers
with rental properties that they
will be scrutinising returns for
over claiming of deductions
particularly for periods when the
property was either untenanted,
unavailable for rental or subject
to private use.
This will particularly be the case
where the rental property is also
used as a family holiday home.
The content of this article is not intended
to be relied upon as professional
advice and should not be used as such.
If you have any questions you should
consult a registered tax agent.
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA,
Registered Tax Agent.
Director, Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.
Ph: 0412 011 946
Web: www.ptasaccountants .com.au
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Ringwood & Warrandyte Osteopathy the club by providing the following
have been
long time
supportersthe
of community
treatment offer
for 2002
any injured
Proudly
supporting
since
the Warrandyte Football Club and players.
our goal
is to work
alongside
and DrPay
NO GAP* on your next Osteopathy
Committed
local
osteopaths,
Richard
complement the dedicated trainers consultation to get you injury free
Pearce
and Drday
Sharni
Leon
established
who deal
with match
injuries
and
ASAP...
then support
the
players
to
get
match
practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with
*No aout of pocket expense if you
fit once again.
have a claimable private health
vision to provide patients the highest
This year we would like to further insurance plan with Osteopathy
qualityour
of Osteopathic
strengthen
partnershipcare;
withtreating
cover
“injuries” as well as maintaining the
THE OFFER INCLUDES
“health and wellness”
of examination
the body. by one of our experienced
•	a comprehensive
osteopathic
practitioners to assess and diagnose the underlying cause and risk factors
of your
We injury
spend longer with you to
• hands-on osteopathic treatment and exercise rehabilitation plan sciatica
accurately assess, diagnose and treat
• a personalised management plan detailing any treatment or rehab exercises
your condition, resulting in fast and
sports injuries

(OFFER VALUED AT $95)
effective
results.
If you are
recently injured
or struggling with a recurring condition we recommend give
shoulder
us a call or BOOK ONLINE to have a consultation with one of our frozen
OSTEOPATHS.
•	Don’t have private health insurance (or already reached your limit)?
No problem. We are happy to offer this special deal for $50.back & neck pain
Conditions of offer:
headache & migraines
• Available for Warrandyte Football Club players
• A limit of 1 booking per injury
jaw pain treatment (TMJ)
• Available at either our Warrandyte or Ringwood clinic

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465

www.osteopathymelbourne.org
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High School rocks Warrandyte
review
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
THE OPENING of We Will Rock You
brought to mind George Orwell’s 1984,
but in reverse.
Travelling through time via a screen
with dates while performers rush by us,
heading into the unknown — we enter
a world 300 years in the future.
A world where ever yone is
conditioned and following a single
belief.
The break-away, Galileo Figaro, (Nic
Dodds) is pursued by the Killer Queen
(Gedye), to be disposed of, as he has a
mind of his own, conjuring up a world
with music.

The thought of Christ being pursued
by the Romans, also came to mind —
although I don’t know that there was
intent there.
The students of Warrandyte High, as
always, gave it their best.
They had some extremely difficult
songs to sing, arranged by Queen and
Ben Elton, and many of the cast may
not have even heard of the songs.
In fact, originally opening in London
in 2002, some of the students would
not have been born when the musical
first premiered, let alone when the
songs were first written.
There were some fabulous voices
from the lead singers, but the music
tended to outdo them at times.
I would love to hear them all in a jam
session, letting rip in the key they felt

most comfortable with.
Caitlyn Bull’s (Scaramouche) English
accent was very convincing.
Keanu Anitonia’s obvious joy in what
he was doing was a delight, as was
Curtis Konyenburg’s — he will most
definitely appear on stage again.
Directing and choreography must
have been a huge responsibility, with
so many students on the stage, doing
the same thing at the same time — and
they did, brilliantly.
But really, it was all fun with a good
message.
Time for young people to get outside,
away from technology, get some real
friends, not just Facebook ones, and
enjoy life.
A great performance by all, keep up
the good work WHS.

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Safe Plates Day
To reduce number plate thefts

Sunday 7th October
10:00am – 2:00pm
Warrandyte High School
Have your one-way screws fitted – free
Police information sessions on:
- what to do in an accident
- insurance
- drink driving
- various driving situations
Lions Sausage sizzle
SES, Neighbourhood Watch and
Leos volunteers

If you are facing a personal or family emergency,
Information Warrandyte, in partnership with
Doncare, is here to offer help.
For eligible clients, we are able to offer
immediate assistance in the form of food parcels
and food vouchers. We can also provide referrals
for counselling and emergency accommodation.
We are here to help meet the emergency needs
of you and/or your family.
For further information and advice, please
contact Information Warrandyte on 9844 3082
between 10.00am and 4.00pm, Mondays to
Fridays.
Warrandyte Community Centre
168 -178 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
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Catching up with Disgruntled Architect
Warrandyte have a history of growing
talented musicians, with The Teskey
Brothers rocking the world stage, and The
Scrims going from strength to strength, a
new name is starting to make a big noise
around town.
Disgruntled Architect made a splash at this
year’s Warrandyte Festival, taking out the
top prize in the Battle of the Bands.
The sextet describe themselves as a “gypsy
funk” band claiming they are “the only band
in our genre style”.
All born and bred in the Warrandyte area,
they love to rock out to their own unique
sound.
You may have seen them on stage at the
Warrandyte Festival earlier this year, and
hopefully we will be seeing them again
next year.
Bridie Oak Francis took some time to
have a chat with these up and coming,
talented musicians.
First of all, who are all the members of your
band, and which instrument does each play?
Max: I play guitar.
Donovan: I play drums
Luke: I play guitar.
Chloe: I play violin.
Dylan: I play the accordion.
And not present is Xavier who plays the bass.
Where did you get the idea for your band’s
name, ‘Disgruntled Architect’?
Max: Really what it’s about is love.
Chloe: It was really just a random suggestion
and it was supposed to be a temporary name
but then people started recognising us as
‘Disgruntled Architect’.
Dylan: Yeah it was meant to be temporary. We
had another name called ‘Access, Slope and
the Trees’.
Who are some of your major music icons/
influencers?
Max: Snarky Puppy, a jazz fusion band.
Dylan: Skrillex. Nah not Skrillex.
Donovan: King Gizzard and the Lizard Wizard.
C hloe: We’ve looked at a lot of traditional
Eastern European and Romani Folk kind of
music.
What genre of music do you consider your
work to be?
Donovan: Well in our social media, we’re selfdescribed as post-modern gypsy funk.
How has your music evolved since you first
began playing music together?
Dylan: Well there used to be three people.
Donovan: When we first started playing it was
more jam-based whereas now our stuff is a lot
more structured. Our music is also a lot more
complex than our previous things.
Chloe: Yeah, it’s got a lot more theory behind it
now and everyone in the band contributes to
the writing process.
Max: We have now got more of a handle on the
stylistic elements of the genre we are exploring.
How and why did you form your band?
Donovan: There was only three of us at the start
and we jammed traditional Indian and African

rhythms, and then it sort of evolved from there.
None of us were really folk musicians or eastern
musicians.
Chloe: It was just a genre we all enjoyed, and it
fitted all the instruments well. Once I joined,
we branched out into a gypsy jazz sort of thing.
And then when Dylan and Xavier joined it we
branched out to rock as well.
Donovan: At first, I did percussion but once we
changed to the full drum kit and brought in the
bass I think the band really started evolving into
what it is now.
Dylan: I used to play xylophone, so the band
also grew a lot once I moved to the accordion.
What advice do you have for people who want
to form their own bands?
Dylan: Play music, that helps!
Max: Practice your instrument lots.
Chloe: Play unusual music instead of swaying
towards the classic Ed Sheeran covers (although
they’re still somewhat enjoyable).
Max: My advice is do what you feel is right.
D ylan: Don’t try to follow someone else’s
footsteps.
Chloe: Play with people you like playing music
with.
Donovan: Just go with the flow, like we never
intended for this to be a full-time thing when
we started it was just something to do.
Dylan: Yeah, we had to do it for music class.
Donovan: And now it has evolved into what
I think for most of us is our most prominent
band or project.
Max: I think the key is playing with people you
like playing with and playing the things you
like playing.
Chloe: And don’t be afraid to experiment. Do
weird things, do things that you do not know if
they are going to work or not. Take big leaps of
faith. Some of our big achievements have come
from people saying to us “You wanna do this?”
and us being like “Look, we probably don’t
know how to do that, but sure!”
When and why did you start playing your
instruments?
Max: I started on my sister’s old guitar, and I was
into 70’s music like David Bowie so I thought it
was cool. That was when I was in Year 7, and I

taught myself for six months.
L uke: I got inspired to play Spanish and
flamenco guitar when I was four. I just played
around on the guitar at that point, but I
definitely knew I wanted to play guitar in the
future.
Donovan: I started playing three years ago at the
end of Year 8. I was good friends with Max at the
time and he was very involved with music and
I was just starting to get into listening to lots of
music, so I decided to take up the drums. Max
was quite far ahead of me, so I had to practice
a lot to catch up which was sort of a motivation
for me.
Chloe: I started playing when I was eight or nine
because Mum was playing, and my school only
offered string instruments, but most people I
knew dropped playing soon after which was
also a good motivation for me to keep going.
Dylan: I started playing the accordion in Grade
5 because our primary school had a bush band
and they wanted me to play it. Also because my
Mum and Grandpa play, so I thought I’d give
it a red-hot shot. I got bored after a couple of
years and then picked it back up again in Year
10 which is when we got together.
Is there a certain space or environment that
you like to be in when writing or making songs?
Chloe: Most songs happen when we’re all in
a group.
Max: The issue is when just one of us writes it
the others don’t learn it.
Donovan: We don’t have as much time to write
songs together now than we used to. It used to
be all of us would come into this room and write
a song in an hour.
Chloe: Or one of us would come in with chords
and everyone would jam around that.
Donovan: And nowadays with the complexity
of our songs and how many parts there are, it
takes a lot more than an hour to write them. We
use software to write out sheet music that we
can write for everyone’s instruments with all
the parts. Which takes lots of hours.
Max: I did just one song over the whole holidays.
Chloe: Max writes a lot of our music and we’ll
add our respective things to it to match the right
vibe. Or Max will come in with a vague idea and

say, “I want you to play a sort of reggae thing to
this” and we’ll be like “okay I’ll do that”.
What is your favourite song to perform?
Dylan: Despacito. Nah just kidding.
Max: Ode to the Heads because it’s got lots of
things going on and it’s quite dynamic. All the
parts go together nicely.
Donovan: I like Welcome to the Sky because I
get a cool drum solo in it.
C hloe: Ode to the Heads because it has an
interesting violin part in it.
Dylan: I like Randall Jackson, because it’s this
real brutey jam, and you can just get right into it.
What is your ultimate direction or goals for the
band currently?
Max: Enlightenment.
Chloe: Definitely to have it as a career would be
cool for a lot of us.
D onovan: At the moment our mind is very
much on growth and we’re just trying to do as
much as we can.
Chloe: Like let’s get the most gigs we can, let’s
get the most exposure we can and let’s perform
with other musicians, let’s release the most
music. Just to be a presence that other people
can follow.
Max: I personally think we should just play as
much as possible because it’s fun, and what
happens, happens.
Chloe: I think it’s less about the goals and just
keeping what we’ve got going. Like what we’ve
got going now is good, we’re playing gigs and
writing music.
Max: My ideal would be a career but not like the
big bands, not like Justin Bieber big.
Chloe: Yeah, just big enough to play at Falls
Festival.
Dylan: I want to make a change in the music
world.
Your most recent release is Welcome to the Sky,
so when should we be expecting the next one?
Chloe: We’re currently in the process of editing
and mastering an EP.
Max: Hopefully you should see it as soon as we
can get it done.
Chloe: Which is soon!
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Eureka! Warrandyte High have some very sleek geeks
By CLAIRE BLOOM
and DAVID DAVIES
YEAR 10 STUDENTS Abby
Hambleton and Owen Kelly
have dazzled us with their
National Award in the Eureka
Sleek Geeks Video Contest.
They have just won $1,000
and a great amount of fame and
admiration at the Australian
science communities premier
night for their three minute
video Stars Beat Sand.
On Wednesday August 29
they, along with their teachers,
were flown to Sydney, put up
in a very flash central Sydney
hotel and attended a $300/
head black tie dinner (Abby
and Owen actually got to taste
black caviar for the first time!),
where their video was shown on
a huge screen in front of 800 of
Australia’s top scientists.
The applause for their video
was deafening.
E a c h y e a r Wa r r a n d y t e
High enters the Sleek Geeks
secondary schools video
competition section that is run
by media personality Dr Karl
Kruszelnicki and maths wizard
Adam Spencer.

There are hundreds of entries
each year, making the fact that
Warrandyte was awarded 3rd
prize even more amazing.
Warrandyte High was the only
state school in Australia that
made the finals and the only
Victorian entry represented!
This small school is indeed
punching above its weight.
In fact, this is Warrandyte’s
fourth time in the Top three of
this prestigious national award.
Abby and Owen were
blown away when they heard
astronomer Carl Sagan say in
a science class that “there are
more stars in the universe than
grains of sand on all the beaches
of Earth”.
They couldn’t believe it — so
as good scientists, they decided
to test the claim by experiment.
They are staggered to find that
Carl Sagan was right!
Their estimate is there are
500 times more stars than
beach sand grains on the entire
Earth! This is a truly mindboggling concept (just think of
one beach!) and it shows the
incredible things that science
can predict and test.

Owen Kelly, Dr Carl Kruszelnicki, David Davies, Adam Spencer, Abby Hambleton, Claire Bloom at the Eureka Awards
An original song featuring
their musical skills summarises
the experiment and results.
Interestingly, despite being
officially judged 3rd, it was
obvious from the relative
applause for each video that
they were the crowd favourites.

This was confirmed in a series
of Tweets and the fact that Abby
and Owen were inundated
by people coming up to them
afterwards praising their video.
One professor said to them:
“Carl Sagan was my hero and
a great inspiration to me: and

STEM camp has WHS student in her element

By EMMA DODDS
ON THE SCHOOL holidays, I
was lucky enough to be a part
of the first stage of the Girl
Power in STEM program at the
University of Melbourne.
For those of you who do not
know STEM stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics.

It is a four-year program for
girls interested in the STEM
field, mainly Engineering and
Information Technology.
It begins in Year 9 and starts
with a three-night camp at
Trinity College involving many
engineering workshops at the
University of Melbourne.
In Year 10, we go back to the

University of Melbourne for
work experience and in Years
11 and 12 we are mentored by
university students.
To apply for the program
I filled in a long application
online, answering lots of
questions in detail about why
I wanted to be a part of the
program.

WPS kids have fun with Fizzics
By TRACEY MAILE
FIZZICS EDUCATION brought
their fabulous science show to
Warrandyte Primary School
last month.
From preschool workshops to
Year 12 presentations to public
edutainment, the Fizzics team
brings science to life for more
than 300,000 students every
year, making science learning
fun and more importantly —
memorable.
Science specialist teacher,
Jenny McDonell said she is
always looking for new ways
to encourage enthusiasm for
science at the school.
“The Fizzics team are exciting
and educational at the same
time,” she told the Diary.
“The Fizzics presenter, Jackie,
talked about the importance of
following scientific principles
of prediction, observation,
hypothesis and fair testing.
Jackie then conducted a series
of demonstrations to explain
the scientific principles of what
was happening.

“One of the most popular was
when she heated an inflated
balloon containing water.
“When the balloon was heated
from the top, it popped and the
student sitting underneath
was grateful for the umbrella
provided, but when it was
heated from the bottom, the
water retained the heat and the
balloon didn’t pop”, explained
Jenny.
Ella (10) was chosen to help
demonstrate the Bernoulli
Effect on air flow.
“It was all about fast and
slow air.
“First, I had to blow into a long
green plastic bag that I held up
against my mouth, we looked at
how much air my breath made,
and how much the bag inflated.
“Then I had to do it a second
time but hold the bag away from
my face and blow.
“It showed that the second
time the bag ended up with
much more air because the fast
air from my breath dragged in

the slow air with it and filled
the bag more.
“It was really cool,” said Ella.
Demonstrations included
using liquid nitrogen to freeze
a water bottle instantly, using a
smoke machine to blow smoke
rings and demonstrating static
electricity with a big green
nylon wig.
Another student, Paige,
stood on a rotating disc and
demonstrate d motion by
rotating a bicycle wheel in her
hands.
Five-year-old students, Asher
and Ollie agreed that the Fizzics
presentation was “awesome”
and Dan thought that the
experiments were “epic”.
However, older students
such as Ella and Paige also
appreciated the science behind
the demonstrations.
“It was just really interesting
t o f i n d o u t h ow s c i e n c e
experiments relate to real life,
and how they are used in the
real world,” the girls concluded.

O ve r 4 0 0 g i r l s ap p l i e d ,
and after reading all of the
a p p l i c a t i o n s, t h re e s t a f f
members from the University of
Melbourne selected 50 people
to be short listed and we had
to do a phone interview with
them.
It went for about 15 minutes,
they asked us some questions,

now you two are!”
They also gained more fame
the next day when the Midday
News on ABC TV featured well
known media scientist Robyn
Williams explaining step by step
what they had done and how
wonderful he thought it was.

Abby and Owen worked very
hard over an extended period
of time and as a result have
achieved great success.
Now for next year…
You can watch the video by
searching for Stars Beat Sand
on YouTube.

and to also elaborate on some
of the questions we answered
in our application.
Each year, only 30 Year 9 girls
from across all of Victoria are
accepted into the program.
On the camp, I met some
amazing like-minded people
and we all had a great time.
We got to be a part of many
different w orkshops that
involved different fields of
engineering.
Some of the workshops we
did include a VR workshop
where we got to work together
to defuse a bomb.
We met people working with
Engineers Without Borders
and part of the University of
Melbourne motor racing team.
We got to program robots
with the help of the Robogals
Association.
We also did ALICE
programming and using our
computers we got to program
penguins to dance and we
made animals bowl.
We had a bridge building
workshop and a wind energy
workshop.
We a l s o g o t t o m e e t a
chemical engineer who has
been to Antarctica.
Another thing we did was
an Arduino workshop where

we made an LED light turn on
when we press a button and
things like that.
T h i s p ro g ra m w a s v e r y
beneficial because we learnt
so much about engineering;
we also met many people who
could help us with our future
plans including VCE, university
and our ultimate career.
The program helped us build a
network of like-minded people
who were more than willing to
support us in achieving future
goals.
One of the things that helped
us to create our network is the
panel that they had on the last
night.
It included current students
and people in the workforce
and we were able to ask them
many questions.
I would definitely recommend
that girls in Years 7 and 8 who are
interested in STEM, particularly
engineering, should think
about this program and apply
for it when they are in Year 9.
On the camp we were put in
groups and we made a video to
help show girls that engineering
and STEM are a great option
for them and that if they are
interested, they shouldn’t avoid
that area because they feel it is a
male dominated industry.
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Schools’ drought aid
Bangers for the bush at WPS
‘Fiver for a Farmer’

By TAMARA BROWN
THE AUSTRALIAN spirit is alive at
Anderson’s Creek Primary.
The ‘fiver for a farmer’ event was
run by the Junior School Council
of Andersons Creek Primary
School, where compassionate
students donated funds to help
farmers struggling in harsh
conditions around Australia.
On Friday August 31, students
dressed as farmers and farm

animals to support this worthy,
important Australian cause.
Shae and Stella from Grade
5 share their thoughts on the
subject: “Fiver for a farmer is
important because they provide
our vegetables, milk, cheeses
and food in general — they’re an
important part of Australia and
we need to help them!” they said.
All funds will be donated to
Rural Aid and Rural Angels.

By JO FRENCH
AU ST R A L I A N S ever ywhere are
responding to calls to help farmers
struggling to cope with devastating
drought conditions.
As the severity of the drought hits
home with the wider Australian
population, the students of Warrandyte
Primary School responded to the
national call for help.
On Wednesday, August 15, the staff
and students came to school dressed
as farmers and lined up for a hot dog
at the school café, raising $830 for
drought relief.
When asked why they were dressed

in jeans, Prep L students called out in
one voice, “We are raising money for
our farmers.”
Enjoying their hot dog before
running off to play, Prep W said they
were “buying hot dogs to give the
farmers money for the drought.”
Staff and students from all grades
enjoyed the event that was made
possible by Integration Aides, Cathy
Lucas, Penny McDonald and Lea Price.
“All the [students] watched btn [an
ABC news program for school kids],
the 5/6s watched it with the Preps
and they were all amazed, particularly
the 5/6s, that it was happening in

Australia,” said Penny.
“They normally see people needing
water in other countries.
“They knew a little bit about it but
they didn’t know how devastating it
was.
“btn based it on other kids and
that’s when they started to relate it
to themselves and the reaction was
really good.
“It cemented it for them, a lot of them
have got dressed up and wanted to
give, they wanted to donate as well as
have their hot dog.
“It’s awesome to see them respond
this way,” Penny said.

Pictured: Prep L
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Celebrating Dads
(and other significant male role models)

BY TRACEY MAILE
WARRANDY TE Primar y School
celebrated the importance of positive
male role models in the lives of
children at the school’s annual Fathers’
Day breakfast.
T h i s y e a r, St at e Me m b e r f o r
Warrandyte, the Hon. Ryan Smith and
Carlton football player Andrew Phillips
came along to lend their support.
They were warmly welcomed by the
crowd of nearly 200 who had turned
out for the breakfast.
Ryan spoke about his role in serving
the local community and being a
positive role model for young people.
He also talked about the changing
role of dads in their children’s lives.
Speaking to the Diary afterwards, he
said that for the adults at the breakfast,
their own fathers probably weren’t so
involved in their children’s lives, as the
focus for that generation was more of
a provider role.
“Today, many fathers have a better
work-life balance and we make sure we
take the time to see our children grow
and develop at school, in sport and in
their other activities.
“It was great to see so many dads at
the breakfast”.
Andrew Phillips kicked the footy with
the students, chatted to them, posed

for photos and signed autographs.
He spoke to the crowd about his
frustrations at being out injured this
year, and his struggle to get back into
the team.
He talked about the positive role
models he’d had in his life, supporting
and encouraging him as he followed
his dream of making the big time in
the AFL, and the support he continues
to have around him as he deals with
injury.
Organiser, Liz Heaton said that
because many dads find it difficult to
make it to the school during the day
with their kids, they miss out on a lot.
“We thought that a Fathers’ Day
breakfast before work would make it
easier for them to come along, without
interrupting their work day too much.
“We are blown away by the turn out
every year.
“This year we had art activities for
the kids to do with the significant men
in their life, as well as plenty of balls
available outside so kids and adults
could play together.
“It was a beautiful morning so we
were able to set up outdoor trestle
tables and chairs for everyone,” she
said.
Now and Not Yet came along
and donated their coffee and hot

chocolates, as well as providing their
service for the morning.
Derek Bradshaw is a really great guy,
and he has set up this wonderful not
for profit business based around social
and community objectives.
They are an awesome part of the
Warrandyte community and we are so
lucky to have an organisation like this
in our midst.
All their profits go back into the
community in the form of grants and
funding, housing and employment of
asylum seekers, free studio space for
artists, compassionate vouchers and
events such as these.
Ever yone at the Fathers’ Day
breakfast enjoyed their coffee and
generosity.
Pancakes on the Run came along too
and made delicious pancakes with all
the toppings!
While most of the children at the
breakfast had come to the breakfast
with their dad, others brought along
grandads, uncles or family friends.
As Andrew Phillips was talking
about resilience and persistence,
he also impressed the adults in the
crowd with his message about never
underestimating the importance that
significant adults play in the lives of
young people.

Bringing books alive at ACPS during Book Week
By NIETA MANSER
EACH YEAR across Australia, the Children’s
Book Council of Australia brings children
and books together by celebrating the CBCA
Book Week.
During this time schools, libraries, authors,
illustrators and children celebrate Australian
children’s literature in a variety of ways.
To join in the celebrations, Anderson’s
Creek Primary School held its annual Book
Week Parade.
The parade has run every year for the last
three years and has become a popular event
for the students, who enjoy dressing up as
their favourite book character.
From Harry Potter to Where’s Wally and
Mr Bump, there was a huge display of colour
and energy as the students showed off their
costumes in the Arts Centre.
The whole school parade took place during
Book Week in August and the school was
alive with famous characters from around
the world.
“It was lovely to see so many dressed up
as such interesting characters,” says school
principal, Sue Dyos, “each year the Book
Week Parade grows bigger and bigger in our

school community.”
The idea for a parade came a few years
ago when ACPS began using the Writer’s
Workshop model in their literacy program.
Using this model promotes students
choice and voice and allows them to write
about things they are passionate about.
The new Reader’s Workshop model at
ACPS also follows this same principle
and students are encouraged to learn
reading strategies as they explore texts and
characters that interest them.
“The Book Week Parade compliments our
program and reinforces the enthusiasm
they have for exploring literacy in class,”
says Ms Dyos.
Reading books is an important part
of childhood and Book Week helps to
encourage children to read for pleasure
and think about new genres that might be
available to them.
Activities that involved the library and
reading to others in class, helped to reinforce
the very message that Book Week tries to
deliver… books can take you anywhere in
the world.

Sporting skills at local kinders
BY TRACEY MAILE
LAST MONTH, four Grade
6 students (and staff) from
Warrandyte Primary School
visited Yarra Warra and
Warrandyte Kindergartens to
run several sport skills clinics.
Elliot B., Sofia, Elliot F. and
Charlotte ran soccer, Aussie
rules, basketball and general
ball-handling clinics for the fouryear-olds.
Warrandyte Primary School
Principal, Craig Crouch told
the Diary that the visits built
upon the long and established
relationship between the school
and the local kindergartens, and
also gave the kinder children a
chance to meet some of the “big
kids” and staff.
“The more that we can all do
to help the transition of pre-

schoolers into primary school,
the better,” said Mr. Crouch.
“It’s all about helping them
feel comfortable around older
students and giving them
opportunities to meet new
teachers they will see at school
next year.
“Our Stepping Stones preschooler transition program
at school helps with that
familiarisation, and we have
our pre-schooler orientation
days later in the year, but these
sports clinics at the kinders were
another way to help ease that
transition.”
Mr Crouch also talked about
the valuable experience gained
by the Grade 6 students in
planning and preparing the
clinics.
“They very quickly discovered
that the best-laid plans, when

working with four-year-olds, can
go out the window very quickly!
“At Warrandyte Primary
School, we believe that these
sorts of leadership opportunities
are of immense value to our
students.
“Our Grade 6/Prep buddy
programme creates a very
special relationship between all
of our senior students and their
Prep buddies each year.
“Many years later, our past
students tell us they still
remember their Grade 6 buddy
from when they started school in
the old Stone Building,” he said.
And the verdict on the sports
clinics?
A resounding success, with
Yarra Warra pre-schooler, Baxter
declaring that it was “The best
day ever!”
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A weekend in the country
Diary cornerstone
Briony Bottarelli
took some time off,
between editions to
spend a leisurely long
weekend with one of
her daughters in the
town of Yackandandah
in northeast Victoria.
Briony reminds us that
a good travel story is
more than how many
kilometres you rack up.

Photos: GABRIELLA BOTTARELLI

Feel like a trip away that isn’t far in distance,
but seems a long way back in time?
My daughter and I recently spent a very
pleasant long weekend in Yackandandah.
This lovely old Victorian town was introduced
to me by Heather Ewart’s program, Back Roads.
It may have taken two years after seeing it,
but I finally made it this year.
We travelled out through Wallan and
Whittlesea and onto the very busy Hume
Highway.
As we travelled far from the madding crowd,
night set in and we were consumed by heavy
traffic heading north.
We left the Hume at the Beechworth/Bright/
Myrtleford turn-off and went into black
silence, with not a car in sight, arriving at our
destination, the Yackandandah Motel, around
8pm.
This motel, owned by two ver y nice
gentlemen, was the cleanest and most
beautifully presented I have ever stayed in,
here or overseas.
Fortunately, one of the owners had just
returned from dinner at a local restaurant

and managed to convince the owner to stay
open a little longer and feed us; I think most
of the town had gone to bed, with just a bit
of movement going on in the local hostelries.
The Rusty Bike Café, owned and run by Maz
and her daughter Abbey, were most obliging
in feeding us dinner, so we returned there the
next morning for breakfast, enabling us to have
a chat with these warm, friendly ladies, who
had fed us two nice meals.
They open five days a week for breakfast and
lunch and offer dinner on a Friday night.
Thank goodness!
On the Saturday we visited two lovely art
galleries in Yackandandah, run by the wives
of the talented artists.
The Sluga Gallery operates out of the local
Athenaeum (c. 1878).
This has been a library and also used by the
RSL in past lives, the memorial plaques to
servicemen lost from the area are still displayed
inside.
I have a nice piece of artwork from this
gallery — compliments of my daughters for
Mother’s Day.
We then wondered over to the Spiritus Art
Gallery, situated in what was once the local
service station — evidence of this seen in the
painting of the old truck in the laneway — you
are greeted by a large metal dragon, made
solely from old car parts.
Both galleries have beautiful art work by local
artist, depicting the general area and places
they have travelled to.
That evening we dined at the Yackandandah
Hotel, affectionately known as the “bottom
hotel”, situated on the corner of High and
Williams Streets and run by the very cordial
Mick Thorpe.
Mick is very lucky to have his daughter Tarryn
as the chef, and at the ripe old age of 22, she
creates some fantastic meals.
We ate here on the Saturday night; I rarely
eat pork, but served on mash with a topping
of pear, walnuts and maple sauce, it was just
delicious.
The most unusual shop in Yackandandah,
appeared from the outside to be an Op Shop
or an antique shop.
I didn’t note the name and can’t find anything
on the internet that looks like it.
On entering, we were grunted at by a man

sitting at the entrance.
Inside was a menagerie of all things past:
old typewriters and even older gramophones,
lights, clocks, prams, furniture and a large
collection of old tools.
I am not a chandelier person, but in the
middle of the chaos of all things that had
ever been, was the most delicate, pale pink,
Swarovski crystal chandelier.
As we entered the shop we were stopped in
our tracks by a glorious red, gold and black
kimono and apart from the photo of Pauline
Hanson in the front window, this was probably
the most out-of-place item.
On departing, we noticed the man was still
outside, we said we had had a lovely trip down
memory lane and once again received a grunt.
We found out later he was the infamous and
reputable owner.
Not sure how much that attitude sold,
perhaps Pauline wasn’t that out of place after
all.
The Oz Blues and Roots Music Store was
amazing.
Instruments made of cigar boxes and old tins.
Apparently, it is the only retail outlet for
these instruments and the owner sits there
strumming away, as you admire his beautiful
work.
On the Sunday we drove through
Beechworth, Bright, Myrtleford and beyond
through Tallangatta, onto Kancoona, where
my daughters fiancé has a small farm, out in
the middle of nowhere, surrounded by old
grapevines and way too many blackberries.
It was a particularly cold and windy day, and
for a while we were not at all sure if we would
return to civilisation.
It was all beautiful countryside and although
not all that far from home, seemed like another
world.
The trees were all changing to their autumn
colours, surrounded by lush green countryside.
We took a quick look at Violet Town, the haste
was more because of its small size, rather than
a lack of interest and then as the countryside
started to come to an end at Whittlesea and
we travelled back into suburbia and reality,
we were farewelled with a most magnificent
rainbow.
A very nice weekend indeed.
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Carolyn’s
travel tips
Tasmania’s temptations
Oz Blues and Roots Music Store

Diary goes global

Rusty Bike Café

Wandering Warrandytian, Baz Le Riche recently spent some time on the
Rock of Gibraltar where some curious Barbary apes quizzed him about
the goings on Down Under. Naturally he brought out his trusty copy of
the Diary to let them catch up on all the news.

I asked our resident Tasmanian expert Anna, a Tasmanian
herself, how best one should spend a lazy few days on the
beautiful Apple Isle.
If you are a foodie and love the outdoors, it will be hard
not to resist her recommendations.
Upon arriving at Launceston Airport, collect your car and
travel about 10 minutes to your first stop.
Enjoy a winery tour, tasting and lunch at Josef Chromy
Wines, a state-of-the-art winery located near Launceston.
Surrounded by beautiful landscaped gardens and
vineyards, the winery offers a range of cool-climate wines,
delicious food and warm service.
Start by walking in the vineyard and learning about the
estate’s high-tech winemaking process.
Sip some samples served by a friendly wine expert then
head to a two-course lunch paired with wine.
It’s the perfect way to explore Tasmanian wine country.
Head off for a beautiful drive looping the vineyards and
providores on both sides of the Tamar Valley.
Exploring the Artentwine Sculpture Biennial on offer over
October and November 2018.
Next day drive to Cradle Mountain, roughly a two hour
drive.
On the way keep an eye out for Christmas Hills Raspberry
Farm Café.
This place has an unending supply of raspberries and
raspberry menu items.
Stop in, if only to buy some chocolate covered raspberries.
This is important.
They are fantastic and will be perfect for an evening
at Cradle Mountain Lodge with a good glass of red — I
promise.
Spend your time in Cradle Mountain taking in the beauty
of this amazing National Park.
The park contains an extensive network of walking tracks
to suit everyone’s tastes.
A day walk map should be purchased from the visitor
centre if you want to go on any day walks.
Staff at the visitor centre will also provide tailor-made
advice to match your walking needs with the tracks
available.
Strahan is a harbour-side village with a dark and
fascinating convict past set on the edge of the World
Heritage listed Franklin–Gordon Wild Rivers National Park.
Strahan is full of stories from the days of convicts and
pioneers toughing it out in Tassie’s “wild west”.
Strahan is also the departure point for the West Coast
Wilderness Railway which do a half day tour journeying
deep into Tasmania’s rainforest.
A scenic road trip will see you in Hobart for a city sojourn
to end your gorgeous getaway in Tasmania.
What are you waiting for?
Our travel expert Carolyn is the manager of Warrandyte
Travel and Cruise.
Email her at — carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

Looking after
locals and all
their travel needs
For all enquiries and bookings
(03) 9844 2477
book@warrandytetravel.com.au
2 Webb St, Warrandyte VIC 3113

www.warrandytetravel.com.au
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Orlando and his skiff do us proud
By ANDREW YEN
A TALENTED young Warrandyte sailor
has taken on the world at the Spanish
sailing championships.
Orlando Yen has sailed since he was
four years old and is a very familiar face
at the local sailing club on Sugarloaf
Reservoir, where he helps out coaching
newer sailors.
He regularly competes in regattas in
Victoria and interstate and his passion
and skill has earned him trophies in many
of these events.
Orlando is now 13 and has spent
thousands of hours sailing his O’pen Bic
skiff as fast as he can.
He is a member of the Victorian State
Sailing team.
This August, he was invited to join the
Australian Team to compete in the O’pen
Bic World Championships in Spain.
Warrandyte Lions, Rotary and the
Riverside Market quickly put up their
hands to sponsor Orlando to see him
compete.

Four boys and two girls from Victoria
and Queensland landed on the beaches
of Arenys de Mar to represent Australia
against 171 sailors from 15 countries.
The weather was hot and sunny and the
Mediterranean inviting — but the winds
were light and frustrating.
Orlando scored a creditable 35th place
overall in the trying conditions.
The Australian team all placed very well.
One of Orlando’s team mates was first in
the Under 13 division.
Orlando is extremely proud to have
represented Australia as such a prestigious
event.
It was a great experience to travel to
Spain and he made good friends.
The coaches (parents of two of the team)
organised his food and accommodation
and even took him for a day of sightseeing
in Barcelona.
Back in Australia now, he is back in
training for the next World Championships,
to be held in Auckland in 2019.

Kangatraining What’s Driving You?
your best workout together

Do you really want this?
fitness
By CHRIS SHARP

active
KANGATRAINING is a unique fitness
program, which was developed by
Austrian fitness trainer Nicole Pascher
in 2008.
It incorporates dance and exercise
movements while mothers wear their
babies in a baby carrier.
The one-hour classes involve
strength-based and dance-based
aerobic exercises designed to counter
abdominal separation — a common
injury following childbirth.
There is also a focus on rebuilding
pelvic floor strength and abdominal
muscles through a range of different
exercises like squats and lunges that
have been designed and modified for
the postnatal body.
Kangatraining is a complete workout
during which both cardiovascular
endurance/flexibility and muscular
capacity/strength are enhanced.
Unlike traditional exercise classes,
new mums need not worry about
finding a babysitter or minding an
unsettled baby during class because the
babies are worn on them and get to be
part of the action!
As well as the physical benefits, the
opportunity to meet other local mums
in a fun, relaxed environment boosts
their emotional wellbeing.
Kangatrainers are also trained in
baby-wearing best practices and can
help mums ensure the safest and most
comfortable carrying positions for their
babies.
It’s like a mothers’ group, except with a
focus on exercise.
A lot of mums find it hard to be active
after having a baby due to feeding

schedules and separation anxiety.
With Kangatraining, the baby is with
you at all times, you can feed, settle
or do a nappy change at any time
throughout the class and more often
than not, the babies will fall asleep
in the carriers because they are so
close to their mums who are enjoying
themselves whilst moving, singing and
dancing.
Instructor Britt Higgins, started
running Kangatraining Nillumbik
classes in May this year after becoming
a Kanga Mum in July 2016 following the
birth of her
son Kai.
“I didn’t own a carrier so I borrowed
one from my sister.
“I immediately fell in love with the
ability to be able to get out of the house,
move and dance/sing with Kai whilst he
slept.
“The endorphin rush after every class
is simply addictive,” she said.
Britt went on to talk about benefits of
the class, which go way beyond keeping
fit.
“It helped my physical and mental
health and is a great way to meet other
new mums whilst getting fit and having
a laugh.
“Dancing with a baby in a carrier
definitely changes your centre of gravity
and coordination.
“Everyone is there to have fun,
get back into fitness, get out of the
house and talk to other mums in the
community.”
If you are interested in participating in
a Kangatraining class, you can contact
Britt via email at:
britt@kangatraining.com.au
I N T E R E S T I N G FA C T : T h e n a m e
Kangatraining comes from the film Winnie
the Poo where the “Kanga” mother dotes on
her playful and energetic baby joey.

What motivates one person will not necessarily
motivate another.
Unfortunately, all too often people make the
mistake of jumping from one fad to another
thinking that “this” is going to be a miracle cure
without getting honest with themselves first.
You need a good dose of introspection to discover
what truly drives your decision making.
Be honest with yourself, it’s ok if you just want to
feel good about yourself by looking good in your
bathers this summer.
It’s also ok if you want to be fit enough to throw or
kick the ball with your kids.
The motivator will be different for many, the
important thing is to make it work for you.
If you are ready to make the leap to tackle some
true and lasting change in your life and finally
ditch the merry-go-round of chasing health fads,
I encourage you spend some time considering the
following questions.
Be honest with yourself, this is for you and you
only.
is the sustainable change that I want to
Q Wseehatin my
life?

MAKING A commitment to improve one’s health
and wellbeing for most, will not be without its
challenges.
It means earlier nights, giving up alcohol (or
reducing your intake significantly), getting out of
bed when you really want to stay under the covers,
saying no to processed foods and often drinking
green concoctions that don’t always taste like a
party in your mouth.
And while the journey of long-term change will
always have peaks and troughs; in order to embed
new sustainable and health promoting behaviours
into your life many individual lessons need to be
learned along the way.
For those who are tired of “starting over” again
and wanting to finally commit to doing something
positive for their own health, before you even step
foot in a gym or supplement store it is important
that you get clear on what is driving your desire for
this change.
The reason I say this is because motivation is a
great thing, however after working in the health
and fitness industry for over 20 years, one thing I
know to be true is that motivation is fleeting and
never seems to be around when you need it most!
It isn’t there at 5am when your alarm goes off and
it definitely won’t slap that taco out of your hand at
Friday night drinks!
It’s question time and even more so “honesty time”
— so here it goes, this is where it all starts.
So what is driving you?
Do you simply want to feel better about yourself or
are you driven by external factors such as image,
how you look in clothes or the fact that summer is
just around the corner?
Everyone is driven by different motivations.

(Write this down as a SMART goal).
S specific, significant, stretching
M	
meaningful, measurable, motivational
A	agreed upon, attainable, achievable,
acceptable, action-oriented
R	
realistic, relevant, reasonable, rewarding,
results-oriented
T	time based, time-bound, timely, tangible,
trackable
hat barriers am I using to keep me “stuck”
Q Wwhere
I am right now?

This can be quite confronting as it may involve
history, loved ones or things that have hurt you in
the past.
What is the payoff I am currently getting by not
achieving my health goals?
There always has to be pay-off.
Again this can be hard as the answer isn’t generally
a favourable one.
Am I protecting myself?
Am I hiding away?

Q

Being honest with yourself is always going to be
confronting.
However, if you don’t find the courage to sit in this
uncomfortable space and continue to run from
your fears you will continue to stay where you are
right now and will never achieve the quality of life
that you desire.
As many of my clients will hear me say (tongue in
cheek), “summer bodies are made in winter, now
spring”.
The real fact of the matter is that it’s always a good
time to start changing your behaviour positively so
you can actually make a change for life, not just this
summer.
But right now seems like as good a time as any!
Chris Sharp owns and operates rivvaPT 4-5/266
Yarra St Warrandyte 9844 0768
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Love and other catastrophes make Monday’s fun
By ARIEL PATERSON
PERHAPS YOU are wanting to
get back into tennis after a long
break or serious competition is
not your cup of tea.
On Monday nights at the
Warrandyte Tennis Club you can
enjoy a reasonably competitive
three sets of mixed doubles in a
friendly atmosphere.
Locals Fiona Haussenger
and Brendan Marsh, first got
involved in the Monday night
social competition when they
were both invited to “bring a
friend night”.
“I was a little nervous, as I
hadn’t played tennis for such
a long time, but I was made to
feel very welcome,” says Fiona,
“everyone was friendly and
interested in a having a fun game
of tennis.
“I enjoyed the hit and I also
noticed how well organised the
teams were.
“While it was social, there was
also a sense of organisation on
the night, that made everything
seem effortless.”
Fiona loves that tennis is
an activity she can do with

her partner.
“I have been really impressed
how fast Brendan has picked up
the game, he is a real natural.
“He used to play hockey when
he was younger, and that has
helped him pick up tennis.
“Having this common activity,
that we do together in the
week, outside of work, and not
about family, has been really
wonderful.
Fiona says that the other aspect
is that the format of tennis is
not too time consuming, and
conveniently close to home.
“Because it is structured, I
don’t want to let the team down
— I am not good with motivating
myself with doing exercise, but
because there are other people
involved in my social team on
Monday night, I will always show
up to play for the team, is that
just me, or can anyone relate?
She says it is the push that she
needs to exercise.
“Once I arrive, I am welcomed
with smiles and friendly faces, I
always feel glad that I have made
the effort.
There is enough competition

on Monday night to make it
really fun, while it is social,
there is still just enough ‘friendly
competition’.
“The exercise is wonderful for
our wellbeing.
“After working all day, playing
tennis and having a laugh can be
a terrific stress release,” she said.
At the end of the match, the
players can relax over a bite and
a tipple.
“I really enjoyed the social
supper at the end of the game”
says Fiona.
“The clubhouse feels like
your family room, comfortable,
relaxed inviting, and not too
stuffy.”
Fiona recommends Monday
social night tennis to people of
varying activity levels.
“Either new to tennis, willing
to learn, and also those more
experienced players who are
up for a relaxed social hit on a
Monday night.”
“To those who are feeling shy
about starting a new activity, or
returning to tennis after some
years off, like me, Monday night
social tennis is perfect.

“The relaxed atmosphere,
and friendly people are more
interested in having a laugh, and
enjoying the supper at the end of
the night.”
Fiona recommends
newcomers to Warrandyte
Tennis Club to come along on
any Monday night at 7:15pm and
have a look around.
“You can come inside the
clubhouse, meet some of the
members, have a look at the
courts, and watch some of the
tennis.
“I think if you have a look
around you will quickly realise
that everyone is friendly, and
the Warrandyte Tennis Club
community is welcoming.
“The Monday night social
competition is really about
community, belonging, laughing,
exercise, and connection.
“While I like tennis, the people
and atmosphere are what bring
me back week after week.”
If you would like to know more
or think you might like to try a
night of the Monday night social,
please contact Joan Dignam on
0415 532 827.

New members to be bowled
over at Donvale Bowls Club
By JOSH HUNTLY
ASPIRING bowls players of every skill level are
encouraged to have a roll as Donvale Bowls
Club opens its gates for the club’s annual New
Members Day
On October 14, potential bowls players are
invited to a barbecue at the Donvale Bowls
club rooms and to have a go on the synthetic
grass turf and enjoy a free coaching session.
In the past, the event has seen the club
welcome approximately 50 new members
over the last two years, bolstering its
226-strong membership.
The club has proven to be particularly
popular with members of the Warrandyte
community who have become an integral
part of the Donvale bowls family.
The bowls club is situated just eight minutes
away at Mullum Mullum Reserve.
A strong club, in any sport, has its foundation
in the quality of its coaches and Donvale
boasts up to 13 qualified coaches, including
renowned coach Rowan Sharp.
Rowan’s bowls resume is an impressive one.
Beginning his career in 2003, his triumphs
include winning National, State and various
group titles.
In his capacity as assistant coach he has
been involved with the Australian and State
squads as well as the Malaysian National
Commonwealth Games team.
The club has been touted as one of the
friendliest in the Eastern suburbs and
potential bowlers are encouraged to attend
the event on Sunday, October 14 at Mullum
Mullum Reserve at 11am.

Fitness with friendship
active
By EMMA EDMONDS

TWICE A WEEK at Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
this friendly group of locals gather to keep body and
mind in shape.
They take the men’s weights class, a great all over work
out combining weights and cardio.
Fitness is not all they get from the class, coffee afterwards
at Cocoa Moon Cafe is just as important.
It’s a simple thing, but is part of what keeps our
community connected.
New people always welcome.
If you’d like to join them give Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House a call on 9844 1839.
Men’s Weights Tuesdays 11:30 am, Fridays 9:15 am

Welcome to Alexi and
Rachel joining Rebecca

Phone

(03) 9844 1566
Online Bookings
Now Available
WARRANDYTEPHYSIO.COM.AU
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
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Young Bloods shine at Best & Fairest
By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE Junior Football club
was again well represented at the
YJFL awards ceremony, with a host of
the club’s best young talent featuring
highly in their respective vote counts.
Club captain Leo Garrick was
rewarded for an outstanding season
with a spot in the YJFL Colts team
of the year and placed highly in the
Division 2 vote count with a top 10
finish.
This comes after a late season
surge almost saw the Colts side pull
off a miracle finals heist, but were
unfortunately denied with a solitary
game separating Warrandyte from
the top five.
The League Best & Fairest winners
for 2018 were Brady Poole in the
U15s, Meg Callow in the U15 girls
competition and Lachlan Guymer
in the U13s — ample reward for
excellent form throughout the season.
They were followed closely by their
fellow Bloods’ attendees.
Players finishing in the top ten of
their respective vote counts included
Lou Podmore in the U14s, Max Bell
and Alan Ure in the U15s.
Evie Callow, Daisy Cooper and
Amelie Walters from the U15 girls
finished in the top 10 to go with Meg
Callow’s Best & Fairest, and to cap off
a dominant awards night for the team.
The Guymer family rounded out a
fantastic outing for the club with Jamie
and Brayden Guymer also finishing in
the top 10 of their respective divisions
to go with Lachlan’s Best & Fairest
medal.

Ian Clark motors on to the Bay to Birdwood
By JOSH HUNTLY
SOUTH WARRANDYTE’S Ian Clark
has been in love with automobiles
since he was nine years old.
More specifically, he adores his
vintage collection of Chevrolets that
he has lovingly fine-tuned over many
years.
At the 2018 edition of the Bay to
Birdwood vintage car event he gets
to show off his pride and joy in front
of the adoring Adelaide crowds once
again.
The event is the largest continuously
held motoring event dedicated to
showcasing veteran, vintage and
classic cars manufactured before and
up to 1959.
Hundreds of participants journey
from the beach near Glenelg, winding
their way through the Adelaide Hills
until they reach the National Motor
Museum in Birdwood, a trip of almost
70 kilometres.
People of all ages line the route to
Birdwood to catch a glimpse of these
classic automobiles.
The event is often well-attended
and has been a staple in the South
Australian experience for 30 years.
The biennial nature of the event,
dubbed ‘The Run,’ means Ian has
taken a brief hiatus from cruising the
Adelaide Hills but now he’s back and

ready to rev.
“It’s a lot of fun,” he said.
“They line the streets to watch the
cars go past and the pubs usually have
bands playing to mark the occasion.”
His chariot of choice for the trek?
His 1938 One-Ton Chevrolet Hearse
— and as you would expect — it comes
complete with its own coffin.
Strictly an ensemble piece, Ian
admits the coffin lying in the back
section understandably makes the
Hearse a talking point in an event such
as the Bay to Birdwood but has been
worth plenty of laughs over the years,
especially due to the placard placed
on top of it.
“The back of the coffin has a bit on
the back that says ‘rust in piece’,” he
says with a chuckle.
He’s an enthusiast’s enthusiast
and he loves everything from the
pistons in his eldest 1937 Chevrolet
to the camaraderie of the vintage
car community, a community he
says is ever present on the streets of
Melbourne.
As President of the Dandenong
Valley Vintage Car Club he knows the
value of community in a club such
as this.
“You’ve all got the same thing in
common, [and so] you really enjoy
each other’s company.

“Next year is the 45th anniversary
of the car club and I’ve been involved
with it that whole time.
“I’ve always had an interest in old
things.”
The r un raises funds for the
Flinders Foundation, which supports
researchers at the Flinders Medical
Centre and Flinders University to
provide the highest standard of care
and treatment and implement the
highest quality technology in that
pursuit.
Making a difference through
automobiles seems to be an influence
on Ian, who prides himself on sharing
his beloved Chevy’s with sick children
at the Monash Medical Centre.
“One of the things we do at the club
is to go down to there.
“We go over and take the kids there
for a drive around the park and to see
some of those kids and the expressions
on their face, that’s all you want, to see
the enjoyment they get out of those
drives.”
“Even just to sit in some of the cars,
it’s a dream come true type of scenario
for some of them.”
Ian drives up to Adelaide for the run
on September 30, content behind the
wheel of his hearse, and showing no
signs of slowing down.
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Bloods and Dockers rally around
SOPCK after tumultuous week

Photo: JACKIE AUSTIN

By JOSH HUNTLY
I N A S H O W O F st rength a nd
important community support,
both Warrandyte and Templestowe
football clubs rallied around SOPCK
and Caterina Politi.
The latest edition of the STOP. One
Punch Can Kill Cup carried extra
gravitas after the revelation that David
Cassai’s one-punch killer has been
allowed to leave prison on weekends
to play football, a distressing
revelation for both David’s family and
the Warrandyte community.
There are few fiercer rivalries in the
Eastern Football League than that
of these two cross-town opponents,
but the post-game photo (above)
was an inspiring show of unity for
a cause close to the hearts of both
organisations.
SENIORS
Round 17
Templestowe 13.10-88
def Warrandyte 3.3-21
Templestowe retained the trophy in
overcast conditions after prevailing
by 67 points.
Gareth Hitchman continued to find
the goals in his return to the senior
side with two of the Bloods three for
the day, with co-captain Luke Dunn
kicking the other.
Josh Meyers continued his fine
season around the ground and Lewis
Oliver continues to firm as a favourite
for the Warrandyte Best & Fairest after
a strong season in a besieged backline.
The injury curse claimed two more

victims with Kyle Speers suffering a
second break in his index finger and
just as he was beginning to string
together multiple games, Sean Bowers
season was brought to a premature end
with a shoulder injury he sustained in
the third quarter.
Round 18
Warrandyte 3.10-28
def by Scoresby 10.11-71
Warrandyte looked to finish the
season on a high against finals-bound
Scoresby.
Tim Beasley was busy throughout
the game, securing best on for the
Bloods in a strong display while the
usual contributors of Meyers, Oliver
and Lachlan Buckley propelled
Warrandyte to a fast start before
Scoresby managed to take a four-point
lead into quarter time.
Scoresby switched on at quarter time
and added three goals to their tally
while Warrandyte failed to score until
the halfway mark of the third quarter.
Oliver put his name in the goal
column in a rare foray up forward
but the tide of play was dominated
by Scoresby for the remainder of
the match and Warrandyte fell to a
43-point loss.
By season’s end the Bloods injury
list was stretched to 22 players, which
would be enough to stagger any
football club.
Through injuries and unavailability’s
however, fans were treated to a glimpse
into the future of the club with 18
debutants unveiled throughout the
season, six of those players coming
from the Under 19s.
Despite the win-loss ledger finishing

at 3 wins and 15 losses for the season,
the prospect of almost 20 returning
players from injury combined with a
host of players gaining valuable senior
football experience utilising Anthony
McGregor’s dynamic playing model
could see a sharp turn for Warrandyte’s
fortunes in the 2019 season.
For now, pre-season beckons for a
squad keen for next season.
RESERVES
The Reserves season followed the
same path as the senior squad in 2018
as a promising season was undercut by
bulk injuries and low player numbers.
Despite these factors the Reserves
took to their final matches against
Templestowe and Scoresby looking to
finish the season in strong form and
to send off the retiring Glenn Ratten
out on a high note after a strong career
with the Bloods.
Round 18
Templestowe 9.13-67
def Warrandyte 3.8-26
Warrandyte were slow to get going
against a sharp Dockers outfit and paid
the price for complacency with a three
goal deficit at quarter time.
From that point the Bloods were
forced to play catch up footy for the
majority of the match and despite a big
game from skipper Trent Parker and
two goals to James Gebert, the Bloods
were defeated by 41 points.
Ryley Reardon once again had his
way in the ruck duel and by the end of
the day was named in the best players
for the eighth time in 13 matches and

could be a name to watch come Best
& Fairest night.
Round 18
Warrandyte 2.4-16
def by Scoresby 12.21-93
The following week and much to the
delight of the supporters cheering from
the sidelines, the Reserves welcomed
coach Ashley Grybas to the field for his
first game in eight years, who promptly
parked himself at full forward for the
majority of the match.
As much a leader on the field as
he is off it, Grybas hasn’t lost his
footballing nous and nearly pulled off
a miraculous snap over the shoulder
in the third quarter.
A fast starting Bloods couldn’t keep
up with the top of the table Magpies
and eventually succumbed to a
77-point defeat.
U19s
The young Bloods snapped out
of their losing streak in spectacular
fashion against Templestowe in a
thrilling one-point victory.
Round 17
Templestowe 6.16-52
def by Warrandyte 8.5-53
Sensing a chance to get back on
the winners list, Warrandyte were
immediately on the attack.
Quinn Clark’s aerial abilities were on
show and Andre Balemian was hard to
catch running down the wing.
The backline pressure was
outstanding and managed to restrict
an inaccurate Templestowe side to 10
behinds at half time while the Bloods

took a lead of 22 points.
The Dockers worked their way back
into the contest and suddenly we had
a game on our hands.
The two sides were only separated by
10 points and it seemed Warrandyte
had surrendered the momentum.
The last quarter was a full-blooded
arm wrestle.
Darcy Poole slotted his third for the
day and Ben Davies threw himself at
every contest.
In the dying moments, Warrandyte
broke free through the middle of the
ground and the ball made its way into
the forward line and in the chaos it
was guided through for a goal to seal
the Warrandyte’s second win of the
season.
Round 18
Warrandyte 12.6-78
def by Scoresby 12.9-81
The late-season resurgence rolled on
against Scoresby who had previously
defeated the 19s by 40 points.
Buoyed by the previous weeks
performance however the Bloods
were keen to cause another boilover
against the Magpies.
In one of the most complete
performances of the year, the team
held the lead at every change with
Quinn Clark again starring up forward
with a bag of five goals for the game.
This time however it was Warrandyte
on the wrong side of the margin.
A late Scoresby snap for goal late in
the fourth quarter saw the Magpies
take a three-point lead and two
seconds later the final siren dashed
the hopes of the Bloods faithful and
the dejected U19s.
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