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Stonehouse Gallery artists Jenny John and Marymae Trench turned curators for this year's Melbourne
Teapot Exhibition, the latest addition to the Warrandyte arts calendar. The exhibition started last Friday
and runs until August 14. For more details about the artists on show and how the Warrandyte business
community has got behind the Stonehouse Gallery’s latest project see page 18. Photo: BILL MCAULEY
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“Calculus is so hard. Don’t drink and derive”
– graffiti
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter.
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong community
character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve
its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards its not-for-profit,
non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong
editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the place it
serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River,
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the
first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900
the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a
commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense
of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This newspaper is
the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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FIVE MINUTES OF FAME
HIS month Diary reporter Tracy visits
the enfante terrible of the Warrandyte
art world, Jackson Pillock
Hello? Mr Pillock?
I’m in the garret!
I’ll come up.
Just let me finish this last little bit and I’ll put
the brush down.
Another masterpiece I suppose?
No, I’m repainting the cat flap.
I’ve never seen a garret in a Fasham home
before.
The architect was appalled but you can’t be
a struggling artist without a dismal, cramped
space in which to do your struggling.
Is that how you see yourself? a struggling
artist?
Struggle is my middle name Tracy! If you
can’t see struggle on the canvas it’s not real
art. Real artists can’t afford canvasses and
Russian Sable brushes. Real artists paint on
the back of packing cases and cigar boxes,
with a frisbee for a palette. For twenty years I
plucked my own hair for brushes till there was
nothing left under my beret. When I heard that
Brazilian artists use short and curly brushes I
even gave that a try.
Well I love what you’ve done with your
garret.
Thanks. I think an ambient creative
environment is so important for an artist.
Creating an evocative and artistically nurturing
haven sets your inner bohemian free and
makes young women feel comfortable taking
their clothes off.
You do nudes?
I dabble.
But it’s your portraits that have caused
such controversy in the art world.
Controversy is my middle name, Tracy.
I thought Struggle was your middle name.
People can have two middle names, Tracy.
Hold that pose…chin up…never mind!
I’m talking of course about your portrait
of Kerrie Boyle that was runner-up in the
Archibald Prize.
Kerrie is a spectacular beauty.
She is.
I used six tubes of cadmium red on her hair
alone.

By ALAN CORNELL
And the neck is so graceful.
I’m so glad you noticed. It’s easy to overlook the
neck but it really needs to be there — preferably
between the head and the shoulders.
So what was it that made the difference
between your picture and the winner’s?
Apparently, his portrait depicts an active
subject and a recalcitrant muse embracing and
resisting simultaneously any idea of what it is
to be fixed, whereas mine looks like a person.
Of course some critics said your picture
wasn’t really a good likeness of Kerrie.
You mean because I painted her with her
mouth closed?
Yes.
Fair point. But I think she liked it. They plan to
keep it down at the beach house in Anglesea.
Apparently there’s a large hole in the laundry
wall.

But a portrait is more than a simple likeness,
isn’t it!
Exactly. A portrait is not only a depiction of the
external but an illumination of the internal.
Illumination is my middle name, Tracy.
Jackson Struggle Controversy Illumination
Pillock.
The eyes are the window to the soul as they
say?
Exactly. Though some of my subjects need their
windows cleaned. I once painted a politician
with sunglasses on.
There was also uproar when a number
of Jackson Pillock fakes turned up at the
auction houses!

A huge scandal! There were several paragraphs
in the Diary about it! Page 21, just under a
piece about the imminent extinction of the
“flatchested tuftmuncher”.
You must have been devastated!
I was! I love a good tuftmuncher.
I mean about the fakes.
That too! Especially when they became more
popular than my originals!
Wasn’t there anything you could do?
I tried painting fakes of my own work but they
were quickly exposed as fake fakes!
Not as good as the real fakes apparently.
Bizarre.
So I tried doing fakes of other artists. And I
would have got away with it if my spelling
hadn’t let me down.
The Brett Whitelie signature was a giveaway.
Freudian really.
So Jackson who were your most important
influences?
Well there was Dali of course!
Salvador Dali?
Sally Dali. She was my tutor at Adult Education.
She Introduced me to Minimalism.
The art movement characteris ed by
simplicity?
No, Mini Malisam, an insurance clerk from
Colin Avenue. Mini and I had a brief but
tempestuous affair.
You were caught up in passion?
We were caught in a tempest. Behind the
stage at Stiggants. Absolutely pissing down!
Oh my God! Take your glasses off...On second
thoughts put them on again.
Are there any of the Warrandyte painters
you admire?
Of course. Clara Southern. Danila Vasilieff.
Walters Withers and Magilton. Andrew John.
Andrew John?
Four Walls Painting and Decorating. Advertises
in the Diary.
And finally, Jackson, will you be exhibiting
again any time soon?
The judge was very firm, Tracy. I just have to
keep attending therapy.
Jackson Pillock, thank you very much.
You know your profile is very striking…no I‘m
wrong, it isn’t!
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North East Link corridor plans released
OFFICIAL PLANS for the four routes
under consideration for the North East
Link have been released by the North
East Link Authority (NELA).
The four possible corridors were
determined through geo-technical
investigations, traffic modelling,
environment studies and discussions
with community groups, businesses
and local residents.
Premier Andrews made the
announcement and said local roads
in the north-east have become default
freeways.
“North East Link will fix that —
carrying 100,000 vehicles a day and
creating 5,000 jobs,” he said.
However, Member for Warrandyte
and Shadow Minister for Roads
and Infrastructure, Ryan Smith told
the Diary: “building the North East
Link without a plan to build the
East West Link will simply channel
100,000 vehicles a day onto an already
gridlocked Eastern Freeway”.
Routing options
Of the four routes under
consideration, two are set to run to
the west of Warrandyte.
The proposed Corridor B would cross
the Yarra at Fitzsimons Lane and follow
the current powerline reserve with an
interchange at the Tindals Road and
Reynolds Road intersection and join
EastLink at the Ringwood end of the
Mullum Mullum Tunnel.
Proposed Corridor C would
cross under the Yarra near Crystal
Brook Caravan Park and follow the
powerlines to the same interchange
at Tindals Road.
Both of these options would also
incorporate upgrades to Reynolds and
Springvale Roads.
Further West, Corridor A is proposed
to travel 11 kilometres directly south
from Greensborough through the
Banyule Flats to connect with the
Eastern Freeway at Bulleen Road; this
route would include an upgrade of the
Eastern Freeway to accommodate the
increased traffic volume.

Corridor D is a sweeping 40-kilometre
route which travels through Kangaroo
Ground, Bend of Islands, Christmas
Hills, Lilydale, Mooroolbark and
Bayswater, with connection to Eastlink
near the Burwood Highway.
Extensive tunnels are planned to
protect the environment and cultural
assets: Corridor A will be 50% tunnel,
Corridor B is planned to comprise
a minimum 70% of tunnels over its
24-kilometre length, while Corridor
C will have 55% of its 26-kilometre
route underground and around 40% of
Corridor D will be tunnelled.
Ryan Smith said that having these
four corridor options on the table
“with a significant lack of detail, Daniel
Andrews has created an extreme level
of anxiety amongst residents who will
potentially have their homes acquired”.
NELA Communication and
Stakeholder Engagement officer,
Kim Jordan, who presented the
plans to local community groups
said that NELA have discussed using
the powerline reserves with AusNet
and they said that to place the high
voltage lines underground would not
be feasible with the existing reserve.
“That leaves us putting the road
u n d e r g ro u n d a n d l e av i n g t h e
powerlines where they are,” Ms Jordon
said.
She said the project “will be
completed with a set of guiding
principles”:
•	Minimise impacts in communities.
•	Minimise impacts on environment
and cultural assets.
•	Minimise impacts during
construction.
•	Optimise efficient use of resources.
Residents are invited to attend local
information sessions during August
or can provide their feedback online.
There will be an information session
on August 19 at Warrandyte Primary
school where residents can give
feedback to NELA about the proposed
routes (see ad page 28).

T h e Wa r r a n d y t e C o m m u n i t y
Association (WCA) says that it is
actively preparing for the short
feedback period.
Convenor for the WCA’s North East
Link subcommittee, Carli LangeBoutle, says “the WCA is collaborating
with other associations along the
Greensborough-Eltham-Park
Orchards-Donvale-Ringwood Route
corridor to identify the potential
benefits and impacts of the options.
“This consortium of local associations
forms a study group, calling itself the
North East Link Forum (NELF), which
facilitates an understanding of priority
concerns of each district, while also
being a means to share information
and ideas.”
Ms Lange-Boutle advises that each
association continues to work to their
individual objectives and priorities.
“The WCA’s priority is to help defend
our village character, our natural Yarra
River valley bush setting and the
surrounding Green Wedge buffers”,
she continued.
“The Park Orchards and Donvale
communities are worried about
potential impact on the Mullum
Mullum Creek corridor and about
traffic issues.
“The WCA has respectfully identified
concerns regarding increased traffic
pressure on Yarra Street from a possible
ramp system at the intersection of
Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road as a
key issue.”
Ms Lange-Boutle said “We are
devoting considerable effort into
encouraging Manningham Council
and residents that now is the time to
get involved.
“Now is when we all need to
communicate our core issues to
NELA in response to the route
option discussion paper.”
Ms Lange-Boutle said the WCA
hoped “Warrandyte residents would
take an active interest in this issue”.
These sessions continue the
community consultation which

commenced last month.
NELA received 7000 responses to
their online survey and found the
community’s three main issues were:
protection of the environment, public
transport and urban design.
Last month, residents of Nillumbik
were given the opportunity to attend
a series of pop-up meetings held
by NELA, which were initiated by
Nillumbik Council Officers and
councillors Karen Egan and Jane
Ashton.
Residents asked many questions of
the NELA community engagement
team with many of the question raised
during the first pop-up meeting in
Eltham concerned primarily with the
routes plan to run through Warrandyte
and Kangaroo Ground.
Narelle Campbell has attended
several of the pop-up meetings as
a concerned resident of the Green
Wedge.
She told the Diar y that NEL A
appeared receptive and welcoming of
discussions.
“The NEL A and Nillumbik
Council pop-up sessions give us the
opportunity to talk to NELA with our
issues face to face,” she said.
Ms Campbell said that Nillumbik
residents have been “turning up to
these sessions to make sure NELA
acknowledges and can articulate all
of the reasons why a rural Nillumbik
Green Wedge option is a bad idea in its
own right and achieves a poor project
outcome when compared to other
North East Link options”.
Ms Campbell gave the Diary her
impression of the reality faced by the
North East Link Authority.

Jacqueline Bell
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to receive your free consultation
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9844 4321

www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Like us

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

“The reality is that all North East Link
Project options impact on people,
homes, the environment, and create
engineering challenges — there is no
‘easy’ build option, completing the
Link now is about identifying the ‘least
worst’ project option to achieve project
benefits,” she said.
As reported in the May edition of
the Diary, The Victorian Transport
A s s o c i a t i o n ( V TA ) h av e b e e n
advocating for a wholly aboveground
option.
“Tunnels are expensive to build,
prolong construction timelines, and
cannot accommodate dangerous
goods vehicles, which forces them onto
other roads, impacting community
amenity,” VTA CEO Peter Anderson
said earlier this year.
However, Ms Jordon said the VTA’s
preferred route through Chirnside
Park would require some tunnelling,
and that only around 1% of trucks carry
dangerous goods.
Ryan Smith said the proposed North
East link routes are an unprecedented
attack on the Green Wedge.
“Daniel Andrews seems not to know
or care about the impact this project
will have on the local environment,
Mr Smith said.
A final decision on the final route
will be announced by the end of
the year, with the Premier saying
contracts would be signed in 2019 and
construction commencing in 2020.
For further information:
northeastlink.vic.gov.au
To contact WCA on this issue,
email lange.carli3@gmail.com
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Bridge advisory panel walks a rocky road
By SANDI MILLER
AN URBAN DESIGN Advisory Panel
(UDAP) has been formed to represent
the Warrandyte community with
regards to the aesthetic elements of
the works planned for the Warrandyte
Bridge.
V i c R o a d s Ac t i n g D i re c t o r o f
Operations Metro North West, Fatima
Mohamed, told the Diary that any
design changes will be guided by the
outcome of the Panel meetings.
“In addition to extensive community
consultation already undertaken, an
Urban Design Advisory Panel has been
established to provide an opportunity
for the wider Warrandyte community
to provide feedback on bridge design,
such as to the look and feel of the
upgraded bridge and retaining wall
and footpath finishes,” she said.
VicRoads has provided terms of
reference which outline the topics the
UDAP will be consulted on, including:
•	Outer bridge railing (design,
colour, finish).
•	Bridge abutment treatment and
finish.
•	Footpath surface colour and
treatment.
•	Pedestrian movement — including
possible under bridge crossing
(with connections to the river
trail).
•	Retaining wall treatments surface
and finish.
•	Retaining wall pedestrian railings.
•	Bollards to approaches.
•	Landscape integration including
replacement of the large Eucalypts
which frame the southern bridge
approach.
•	Rock beaching to drainage outlets
and batters (local rock preferred).
Panel members will be asked to
provide advice and make decisions on
the above topics on behalf of the wider
Warrandyte community.
The panel is made up of a cross
section of the Warrandyte community

who will bring divergent views to the
panel:
David Carty, John Chapman, Theresa
Dawson, Geoff Flicking, Kyle Gillan,
Bambi Gordon, Leigh Hearn, Jennie
Hill, Jeremy Loftus-Hills and Sasha
Reid.
The meetings are chaired by an
independent facilitator responsible for
guiding discussions to reach decisions
for two to three topics at the end of
each meeting.
FIRST MEETING:
DOWN TO BUSINESS
A report of the initial meeting
was provided to the Diary by panel
member Bambi Gordon.
The meeting began with an overview
of the first task for the Panel, which
was to agree upon the objectives for
the bridge works — and in fact the
Panel itself.
It was agreed that members would
evaluate all options in the area
of landscaping, environmental
management, bridge finishes and
so on against the stated objective to
achieve “a functional bridge which
is sympathetic to and reflects the
environments and the character of
the town in the design and finish”.
Some changes had already been
made (prior to the UDAP meeting)
based on earlier objections received.
The primary change to the plan was
the addition of a shared footpath on
the eastern side of the bridge.
This then had a flow-on effect of
requiring a pedestrian crossing
on the northern side of the bridge
to allow for people to access both
footpaths from the north.
The panel were against a pedestrian
crossing on the northern end of the
bridge due to the potential delay of
traffic during peak hours.
However, the panel was also
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t h av i n g t h e
pedestrian crossing on the southern
end and it was generally agreed that
this crossing needs to be under the

bridge — whether that requires
some steps down to ground level
and back up to Yarra Street, or a
slung pedestrian pathway under the
bridge.
Both options for a pedestrian
crossing at the southern end will
entail the potential removal of one
or two trees — a further concern for
some members as was the retention
of the prunus trees that could be
impacted by the addition of a left
hand turn slip lane on Yarra Street.
The panel ended the meeting with
a number of questions for VicRoads
and the bridge architect to consider.
In g e n e r a l , t h e p a n e l w e r e
respectful of each other and though
no decisions were made on the night
it is the Panel’s aim to come to those
decisions over the further three
scheduled meetings.
Following the first meeting Kyle
Gillan, who represents the WCA, told
the Diary he was concerned with a
comment from VicRoads engineer
William Nottle.
In his introductory comments to
the panel Mr Nottle noted the project
intends to double the amount of traffic
through Warrandyte in the morning
peak.
“When [Mr Nottle was] pressed on
the projected number of additional
cars in Warrandyte he answered he
could only comment on queue lengths
and not increased traffic volumes.
“The impact on the amenity and
character of the town is of utmost
importance to the WCA.
“That is why the panel is helping
to mitigate the broader effects of the
project by ensuring we get the very best
design for Warrandyte,” said Mr Gillan
SECOND MEETING:
PROCEEDINGS TURN SOUR
The panel members returned to
their respective groups to report on
the proceedings, which initiated some
heated discussion online.
Ms Gordon reported to the Diary

the Facebook vitriol spilled into the
second meeting, so proceedings did
not run so smoothly:
The second meeting of the UDAP
was in stark contrast to the first.
Prior to the meeting commencing,
one of the members demanded
15 minutes to read a prepared
statement to complain about a post
made on Facebook a few days earlier
by another member.
A representative from the
Historical Society also addressed
this same post.
At issue for both members was that
a post on the Fix the Warrandyte
Bridge Facebook Group referred to
them as members of the WCA – which
they are not.
The post also commented that
they had been against the bridge
widening.
Again they stressed that they are
not against the bridge widening.
With regard to the social media post
the administrator of that group has
since apologised for her assumption.
It s h o u l d a l s o b e n o t e d , a t
no time did the post name
a n y m e m b e r s o f t h e U D A P.
Thes e and many of the UDAP
members still have objections
to various aspects of the plan
and it is unclear how they will
proceed if these objections are
not addressed satisfactorily.
Once the meeting commenced it
very quickly went off the tracks
with members wanting to make
presentations and give submissions,
which is outside the remit of UDAP.
The various issues discussed at
this second meeting, within the
nine issues that UDAP is instructed
to make recommendations upon
were: lands cape integration,
pedestrian movement, pathway
surfaces, beaching under
bridge, retaining walls and new
s e ctions of bridg e abutm ent.

Regarding “landscape integration”
a n d “s u r f a c e s ” U D A P m a d e
recommendations, but in the most
part the recommendations were for
further investigation.
For all the other issues UDAP has
asked for further investigation.
The meeting was very heated, with
raised voices and direct criticism of
the VicRoads representatives.
At one p oint a memb er left
(and was encouraged to rej o i n b y o n e o f t h e Vi c R o a d s
Stakeholder Engagement staff ).
A few of the members have since said
they hold little hope in UDAP being
able to agree upon recommendations
for the nine design issues, that the
level of vitriol and disrespect makes
the process very uncomfortable.
These members also suspect there
are some people who will continue to
disagree simply to indefinitely delay
the project.
They are also concerned
that one member of UDAP has
already stated quite firmly that
if the changes they want are not
made the bridge widening will not
proceed, while another has said
they will “sit here for six months”
if their changes are not made.
Meanwhile, VicRoads has told the
Diary the contractor has begun
work in preparation to commence
construction.
“We have appointed a contractor
which has begun off-site works which
are not tied to the planning process
and we intend to commence on-site
activities in the coming months,” Ms
Mohamed said.
This is despite The Diary being led to
believe that one member of UDAP is
considering taking the matter to VCAT,
which could delay the commencement
of works until at least next year.
As we go to print, three members
of the advisory panel are considering
whether to continue with their role.

Excerpts from the Urban Design Advisory Panels design options presentation — courtesy of VicRoads
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That VicRoads will be going ahead with the bridge widening project is not in doubt. However, within the Warrandyte
community the debate about the when, the why and the wherefore continues. There are (at least) two sides to the
bridge debate. Some members of the community are keen to see the works commence so as to alleviate traffic
congestion and potentially aid in the emergency evacuation of North Warrandyte in some bushfire scenarios. Others
are sceptical that the bridge works will achieve the desired outcome and run the risk of obscuring the CFA’s Leave
Early message. The Diary want to allow the community to make up its own mind and are therefore giving voice to
representatives of each school of thought.

Road rage hits bridge debate
THE RANGE of views expressed on social
media by Warrandyte residents about the
planned bridgeworks have caused some
heated exchanges, as well as some of the more
outspoken panellists receiving death threats.
Jennie Hill was targeted with a vitriolic letter
in her mailbox, making her fear for her safety.
“The fact that it was in our letterbox was a
bit close to the bone,” she said.
Ms Hill went on to say “I am deliberately
pretty quiet since I got some horrible threats
and stuff a few years ago on Facebook … you
know they are ramping it up when they are
telling you they know where you live.
“You have to take it seriously — they might
come and burn your house down,” she said.
Ms Hill believes the heightened emotions
are based on some in the community who
“want Warrandyte to stay as it always was,
a quiet little village, where everyone knows
everyone...they think Warrandyte is changing
and they don’t like it,” she said.
However, Ms Hill points out that it is a
broader issue.
“Melbourne is expanding and it cannot be
how is was 30–40 years ago … we have had
disproportionate increases in house price
values but we are still within 30 minutes of
the theatre and we’ve got access to good
doctors and hospitals that you don’t get in
little villages 300kms out of Melbourne, so
Anonymous letter received by Jennie Hill

they want all the advantages of the house
price increases and good schools and all that
but they are not prepared to take on any of the
disadvantage,” she said.
Ms Hill’s main concern is for the people of
North Warrandyte who sit in traffic for 30–40
minutes with no practical alternatives.
“I have been saying what do you want these
people who have been sitting in the traffic for
45 minutes to do, the only answer they have
got is build another bridge or build the M80
— which I am in favour of as well, but it is 10
years and people can’t wait 10 years to fix the
issue,” she said.
Although Ms Hill is concerned that
objections may cause the bridge to be delayed
for years.
“What I am worried about is if there is a
VCAT challenge it may take two years,” she
said
Although this incident has the potential
to cast an unpleasant shadow on our
community, something good has come out
of this for Ms Hill.
“I received an offer from a local electrical
contractor to purchase and install home
security cameras for us for free, because he
felt so bad about what happened to me.
“For every horrible person, there are many
more who are utterly adorable — faith in
human race is restored,” she said.

Warrandyte bridgeworks
— unabridged
By JEREMY LOFTUS-HILLS
SINCE ITS conception in May 2014, reliable
information about the Warrandyte bridge
upgrade has been difficult to come by.
It’s only now on the eve of construction,
after two FOI releases (a third is underway),
pressure from the Ombudsman, FOI
commissioner and local councils, that
essential details are entering the public
arena.
The information now available is
extensive but far from complete.
The following point summary sheds light
on critical issues in the planning process as
we currently understand it:
• The bridge upgrade design was decided
in November 2015 and funded shortly
afterwards.
•	The design’s carrying capacity during
emergency evacuation and commuter
peak hours had not been assessed before
the November 2015 decision was made,
and the budget set.
•	Nine months later, in July 2016, analysis
by sub-contractor Traffic Works reported
that the commuter capacity would be
1121 vehicles per hour (vph). This is
36vph more than existing capacity.
•	The emergency evacuation capacity
of the agreed design has never been
assessed.
•	Investigative work completed on a similar
design in July 2015, showed the northern
intersection to be the pinch-point in
the design, and overall there would be
negligible improvement over the current
bridge layout.
•	One senior engineer with intimate
knowledge of the project recently
admitted that the upgraded northern
intersection “will function pretty much
as it does at present” under emergency
conditions.
•	VicRoads records reveal that, on at least
three separate occasions, a number of
better performing bridge upgrade designs
and bridge upgrade alternatives were
rejected on financial and/or economic
grounds.

•	A request for financial and economic
documents related to these rejections
was denied in June 2016 on the grounds
that such a release would “not be in the
public interest”.
A second request, in November 2016,
generated the response: “Despite a
thorough and comprehensive search, no
such documents exist”.
The two major studies informing the
upgrade design have focused on the
performance of the adjacent intersections
in isolation from each other and the wider
network and without adequately factoring
in the “fair go” routine evident at the north
intersection in the morning peak.
Despite repeated requests on behalf of the
Warrandyte community, and reservations
expressed internally by a cross section of
senior VicRoads management, both CEO
John Merritt, and NW regional director
Vince Punaro refused to countenance
widening the study to include the regional
network, or an origin/destination survey.
It is now evident, on paper at least, that
the agreed plan cannot deliver the promises
made around improvements to evacuation
and commuter capacities. Further, the
VicRoads records that we have obtained
reveal that the project cost announced in
March 2016 was premature, probably a
high level estimate, and has inhibited the
adoption of better performing and more
cost effective alternatives.
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Pigeon Bank Road court date set
By DAVID HOGG
DATES FOR court hearings in relation to
the proposed residential development at 2
Pigeon Bank Road have now been set.
The Supreme Court will hear an application
on September 12 by the applicant, Phillip
Mannerheim through his company, seeking
leave to appeal a decision at VCAT that they
continue to hear the case there.

If leave is granted, the appeal will follow on
directly on the same date.
If the appeal is successful, Nillumbik
council is expected to be ordered to issue the
planning permit.
If leave is not granted or if the appeal is
unsuccessful, the case will return to VCAT
where it will be heard commencing on

January 22 and is expected to last for about
5 days.
This case relates to an appeal at VCAT
by 12 objectors including the Warrandyte
Community Association against the granting
by Nillumbik Council of a permit for a
dwelling on this block in a heavily-treed
Green Wedge area.

Community action — reaction
By JAMES POYNER & DAVID HOGG
T H E FA C T t h a t V i c t o r i a n C i v i l a n d
Administrative Tribunal’s (VCAT) decision
regarding 2 Pigeon Bank is being challenged in
the Supreme Court by the planning applicant
may turn this planning application issue into
a battle of the bankbooks.
If the Supreme Court decides to quash VCAT’s
decision, hear the case and rule in favour of the
planning applicant, the objectors could face a
legal bill of $50,000 – $80,000 dollars.
Although there was only one official objector
to the original planning notice, VCAT allowed a
number of other objectors to form one group.
This coalition of objectors which includes
Warrandyte Community Association (WCA),
Friends of Nillumbik, The Green Wedge
Protection Group and nine individual objectors
[who have asked not to named] will be able to
split any legal costs between them, but each
group and individual may still be liable for
thousands of dollars in legal costs.
The applicant, Phillip Mannerheim spoke
exclusively with the Diary and said ““When
my permit application was advertised to the
public only one submission was received by
the Council.
“I believe that the submission was incorrectly
treated as an objection.
“This has effectively allowed the WCA and
other groups to lodge a planning appeal,
causing me significant delays and costs.
“It is quite simple, if WCA choose not
participate in the Supreme Court hearing they
won’t be at risks of costs, it is their choice.
“At the end of the day, all I am trying to do is
put a small eco-friendly house on a 5-hectare
bush block that is surrounded by houses on

bush blocks, including on lots less than an acre
in size directly opposite.
“It is the only undeveloped lot in the street.
“All of the people now opposing my
application live in houses on bush blocks,
including ones that are smaller than my own
and less than acre; and yet they are saying my
dwelling will threaten the green wedge?
“I understand my objectors’ concerns re extra
costs in the Supreme Court.
“I also have my own concerns, namely just
under $1m and a 30-year dream they seek
to shatter plus many legal costs so far; not to
mention my consulting costs to apply for a
permit.
“Just to have the right to build a modest house
on land I bought in good faith.
“If my objectors shared the legal costs between
them it would be modest.
“In proportion my costs will be maybe 30
times more than theirs on an individual basis,”
Mr Mannerheim said.
The Diary has been told by the original
objector [who has requested his identity be
kept confidential] that because the planning
applicant is taking VCAT’s decision to court,
VCAT will help pay some of the legal fees, but
what VCAT can cover and the projected legal
fees are quite different.
The WCA, Friends of Nillumbik and the
Green Wedge Protection Group have begun
campaigning to raise money to help fight this
legal case and potential future legal cases that
threaten what the Green Wedge represents.
In a press-release, WCA President Dick
Davies stated on behalf of all the groups
involved in the campaign “the funds raised
will support the residents’ appeal to VCAT,
and the broader effort to protect the Nillumbik

Green Wedge from further inappropriate
development”.
The “Save the Green Wedge” campaigners
have also been placing signs on Warrandyte
Bridge and in the surrounding area, to bring
awareness to their campaign.
The first lot of signs went up on the Bridge on
the night of July 23.
The covert action on a Sunday night caused
intrigue and conversation on the Warrandyte
Business and Community Facebook page
and, initially, many assumed the signs were
in protest of the bridgeworks or the North East
Link routing options.
The signs had been removed by morning by
an unknown person or persons who also cut
up the signs.
A member of the “Save the Green Wedge”
group expressed confusion over the destruction
of the signs.
“I am shocked by the aggression of the parties
who are slashing and removing the signs.
“I don’t understand what they stand for or
why this issue is so important to them.
“It has nothing to do with the bridge
development or anything else for that matter,”
she said.
T h e G re e n We d g e i s a n i m p o r t a nt
environmental asset and is part of the charm
of the local area but knowledge/confusion as
to what the “Save the Green Wedge” campaign
stands for has introduced this campaign to
the fray alongside other development issues
affecting Warrandyte such as the bridge
widening and the M80 extension.
For more info on their
campaign visit
http://www.greenwedge.
warrandyte.org.au

“Know your Warrandyte”
By SNAPPER
WARRANDYTE enjoys
interesting places, quirky art
and a beautiful environment.
Each month we will highlight
one of the places that makes
Warrandyte special — and
your job is to find it.

Can you find where this is?
Find the answer at
warrandytediary.com.au
— and in the next edition.
Last month’s answer:
The Gold Memorial

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/warrandytediary

Brumbys Road Hotel
goes to VCAT
By DAVID HOGG
THE CONTROVERSIAL hotel, winery and distillery
planning application at 46–52 Brumbys Road submitted
by the Brumbys Road Investments Pty Ltd and outlined
in detail in the May issue is now destined to go before
VCAT.
Manningham council received 27 objections to
the proposal, a petition of 71 signatures against the
development and 27 letters of support.
Council officers had prepared a comprehensive report
to go before the council meeting on July 25 in which they
recommended council refuse the application.
The key points stated in the report were:
•	It is acknowledged that the proposed use and
development is likely to positively contribute to the
economic and tourism potential for the municipality.
•	The site is located at the end of a rural lane with no
direct access to a main road.
•	There are site constraints including slope, native
vegetation, waterways and incapacity to connect to
a sewer.
•	The site is in close proximity to rural residential
properties and dwellings.
All of these factors combined with the cumulative
impact of the traffic generated by the site and
Olivigna Winery and Restaurant, resulted in the report
concluding site location is not suited for a development
of the proposed scale and intensity.
However, in a surprise move, before the council met
on July 25 the applicant had filed to have the case heard
at VCAT under the “failure to determine” provisions
of the Planning and Environment Act, meaning the
council had in fact run out of time in making the
decision.
Council did then debate the issue on July 25, as it will
need to have a stated position when the matter comes
up at VCAT.
Mullum Mullum ward councillor Sophy Galbally was
in favour of the development and moved a very detailed and considered motion which proposed that
council approve just the first stage of the two-stage
development with a 63 point list of conditions.
That motion was defeated as other councillors felt
an alternative proposal had not been put before the
community and would need to be raised as a separate
planning application.
The councillors then voted 5–3 to pass a motion that
had the matter not been referred to VCAT council
would have rejected the proposal.
The Diary has spoken to local resident Renny Koerner-Brown who attended the council meeting and told
us she found the proceedings quite confusing but was
relieved the proposal had been objected and hoped
VCAT would do the same.
In particular she was upset that Cr. Galbally had informed the meeting the proposal would not cause any
disruption to nearby residents.
John Di Pietro, co-founder of the Olivigna Restaurant
and Winery and the applicant company gave the Diary his reaction to the Council’s decision.
“some of the councillors were supportive.
“Council’s overall decision was very disappointing as
we have been in ongoing discussions and collaboration to achieve the desired outcomes aligned with the
residents and local community’s needs for complimentary services, employment and economic growth
in the municipality.
“I trust in time and after further consideration of these
needs, the Council will reconsider its position and
support projects which support the local community
and stimulate economic growth for its constituents,”
he said.
To see the Councils report visit:
bit.ly/MCM2507
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Double blow for South Warrandyte sporting clubs

By SAMMI TAYLOR
DUAL BREAK-ins have devastated
two local sporting clubs, with thieves
causing a combined $19,000 worth
of damage betw e en the S outh
Warrandyte Annex Tennis Club and
the Park Orchards BMX club.
The two break-ins were reported
to police on July 11, after thieves
broke into both premises at night,
stealing thousands of dollars’ worth
of equipment and causing extensive

damage to the properties.
At the South Warrandyte Tennis
Club, thieves smashed a window and
broke down a door to enter the club
house.
They stole a defibrillator worth
$3000, as well as televisions and
coaching equipment.
The intruders broke through the door
of a wooden cupboard to gain access
to coaching equipment that was locked
away, before fleeing the premises.
Maree Neil from the Warrandyte
Tennis Club says that the break-in
is disappointing, and the estimated
$4000 worth of damage caused and
gear stolen is a massive blow to the
club.
Especially the defibrillator, which
is a medical necessity for the club to
have on hand.

“We’re a not for profit, so that’s a lot
of money,” Maree told the Diary, “it’s
just disappointing.”
But she praises the efforts of the
local council, who came to the club’s
assistance almost immediately.
“Council were very responsive and
it was all done and cleaned up within
a few hours.
“Even the broken window was fixed
quickly.”
Just four kilometres down the road,
the Park Orchards BMX club became a
target for theft and destruction for the
second time in 12 months.
After a devastating instance of theft
in mid 2016, the club house has been
hit again with intruders causing up to
$15,000 worth of damage on July 11.
Seven new racing bikes and seven
helmets were stolen, along with
computers, electrical equipment and
bulk items from the canteen, including
cartons of soft drink and packaged
foods.
The bikes and helmets are a
particularly cruel blow to the club,
who had only just managed to replace
the bikes stolen last year after months
of fundraising.
“We lost everything — we don’t
have the bikes, so now we have kids
that can’t train and can’t race — it’s
pretty devastating,” Katrina Bennett,
Treasurer of the BMX Club, told the
Diary.
But the intruders didn’t stop there.
Using two fire extinguishers in the
club house, they let loose in the kitchen
area, emptying the entire contents of
the extinguishers across and inside the
fridge, freezer, oven, floors and walls.
“It looks like they were so organised,
coming in and using bolt cutters

on the fence. “But then they act like
juveniles and trash the room with the
fire extinguishers.
“They’ve just ruined it for the sake
of ruining.
“It’s not just the monetary value, it’s
how it affects the kids — it’s not fair on
them,” Ms Bennett said.
But a show of community support
proved that the good natured kindness
of the local sporting community would
always prevail.
Volunteers came to repair the club
house, spending 10+ hours cleaning
the extinguisher fluid from the building
and repairing the damaged kitchen
appliances.
One volunteer even lent his security
services, installing new security
measures to ensure a break-in of this
nature does not occur again.
“The BMX community especially has
been fantastic; we had people coming
in to help almost immediately.
“Somebody even donated laptops to
us because they knew the computers
had been stolen — it’s wonderful to
see the community rally around us like
this,” Katrina said.
Sergeant Stewart Henderson from
Warrandyte police said there’s a
likely chance the two break-ins are
connected.
“It could indicate that somebody
is targeting them, the sporting clubs
— but it could be a one off,” Sergeant
Henderson said.
“O bv i o u s l y i f a n y o n e i n t h e
community has any information on
what happened, we want to hear from
them,” Sergeant Hendrson said.
If you have information on the
break-ins, contact Crime Stoppers
1800 333 000.

Opportunistic
thieves caught
on camera
By SAMMI TAYLOR
TWO PEOPLE have been caught on
CCTV at the Warrandyte Donvale
Rotary Opportunity Shop on Yarra
Stre et, dumping rubbish and
stealing items from donations.
The two women have left rubbish
bags at the site after hours and
proceed to load up their car with
donations items and a set of pot
plants from the front of the store
that were new decorative additions.
Sergeant Stewart Henderson from
Warrandyte Police told the Diary
it was disappointing to see people
taking advantage of the Rotary
Club’s generosity.
“The Rotary Club is in a position
to help members of the community
that need assistance, and can give
away donations freely to those in
need — but it’s not a garage sale
— it’s disappointing to see this
happen,” Sgt Henderson said.

Outdoor diners breathe deep following tobacco act ammendment
By JAMES POYNER
ON AUGUST 1, amendments to the Tobacco Act
1987 came into effect across Victoria, the new
regulations introduce new smoke-free zones for
food vendors with outdoor eating areas.
This means cafes and restaurants in our
shopping precincts and food vendors at
community events such as the Warrandyte
Riverside Market will now have to enforce a
smoke-free zone around their outdoor dining
area or food stalls/trucks.
Ms Teresa Dominik, Director of Planning and
Environment at Manningham Council, spoke
to the Diary about how the smoking ban will be
enforced.
“The first priority of inspectors authorised
under the Victorian Tobacco Act 1987 is to make
sure smokers and venues understand the ban…
where an offence is found to be occurring,
education will be provided in the first instance
followed by issuing an infringement where
appropriate,” she said.
Businesses and individuals who are deemed to
be ignoring the new regulations may face hefty
on-the-spot fines.
“The occupier of a venue or area is responsible
for breaches of the smoking ban in outdoor
dining areas and can receive a fine of two
penalty units ($317) or five penalty units if a body

corporate ($793)… a person found smoking in
an outdoor dining area can receive a fine of one
penalty unit ($159),” said Ms Dominik.
The amendments to the Tobacco Act 1987 were
passed in 2016; in the weeks leading up to the new
laws coming into effect, Manningham Council

ran an information session to help businesses
understand their role.
Manningham Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert
welcomed the new regulations and stressed the
importance of helping business phase in changes.
“It’s important businesses are well informed
and sufficiently prepared for these changes…
Council is actively working with businesses to
help them understand their obligations under
the new laws,” she said.
Through advertising campaigns and restrictions
on cigarette advertising, smoking is no longer the
cultural norm it was 10 years ago, Cocoa Moon
cafe owner Mr Andreas Vivado believes the new
regulations will simply enforce a social trend
already well established in Warrandyte.
“To be honest I don’t think it is going to affect
us that much at all, if any, the smoking culture
has kind of disappeared in the public domain,”
he said.
For the Grand Hotel, being a pub and having
outdoor drinking and dining areas, it is not as
simple as banning all smokers from smoking
outside the pub, as Peter Appleby, General
Manager of the Grand explained:
“We are mindful of the issues that come with
smoking but we are a pub and a lot of people
smoke and a lot of people drink”, he said.
The outdoor seating area in front of the Bistro

has had a smoking ban in place for two years but
the areas around the Public Bar will see some
changes.
“The three tables out the front of the Public Bar
will become no-smoking up until 9pm at night,
that’s when our meal service ceases.
“The new laws say there needs to be a fourmetre barrier between the smoking and food
areas so we’re okay with the barrels out there, so
that will remain as a smoking section,” he said.
Under the new laws, the beer garden has
become a no-dining area.
“The question we had at training at Manningham
council was ‘if it’s a no-dining area and somebody
wants to dine out there by choice is that allowed?’
and they said no, as soon as one person takes a
meal out there it has to be a no-smoking area,
that’s where management comes into play ‘sorry
sir this is a no-dining area, make your way inside
or use the seats out the front’,” said Mr Appleby.
The first few months are going to be tough for
both business owners and smokers as they learn
to work and smoke under these new laws.
However, Warrandyte businesses appear to
be across the new regulations and adopting a
strategy similar to what Ms Dominik suggests.
“If people are caught smoking, the business
should ask the person to stop smoking and
inform them of the new smoking bans,” she said.
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Less fantastic plastic (banning the bag)

By RevBECCA LEE
IT SEEMS Quinton’s IGA were ahead
of their time in charging for single-use
plastic bags in Victoria.
This is now set to become the norm,
following a recent decision by the two
major supermarket chains to stop
giving away free plastic bags within
12 months.
A range of opinions have surfaced,
ranging from the congratulatory, to
the utterly appalled.
Some say “about bloody time”, some
say it is greenwashing, while others
suggest this could actually make the
problem worse.
What will be happening?
Coles and Woolworths will stop
providing the currently available
“single-use” plastic bags, which cost
them about 3c each, by June 30 2018.
Then they will start selling “multiuse” (thicker) plastic bags, which will
cost them 9c each, and they will sell
for 15c.
So they are set to profit from this
change.
Why are they doing this?
We might ponder on whether
supermarket chains have suddenly
developed a sense of ethical
responsibility and made this decision
from a moral standpoint to improve
their impact on the environment.
Or, perhaps they have learned from
their experiences in other states/
countries that have banned single-use
plastic bags; they can actually profit
from this decision.
Australians currently consume about
6 billion plastic bags per annum.
Major retailers stand to save more
than $170 million per year in direct
costs by not giving the current bags
away.
In addition, selling the “multiuse” bags creates a new product for
supermarkets, something that will be a
last-minute upsell, which could add up
to $71 million in gross profit for them.

Who is Banning the Bag?
Some retailers including Aldi have
never provided free bags and Bunnings
saw an 80% drop in consumption when
they started charging for their bags.
Many governments around the
world, from China to Italy, Papua
New Guinea to France, Taiwan to The
Netherlands, have banned single-use
plastic bags.
In the absence of leadership by
the Australian Federal Government,
many state governments have acted
autonomously to ban single-use
plastic bags over the last 10 years.
Victoria, NSW and WA are now the
only states to have not acted.
Following the popular ABC program
War on Waste’s efforts in this area,
there is a growing petition being run
by The Project, alongside Clean Up
Australia, to push the remaining three
states to fall in line.
What have the impacts been?
Many studies globally have focused on
the impact of charging for plastic bags,
and most show an 80–90% reduction in
consumption within six months.
On the flipside, there is an increase
in sales of heavier garbage bags, which
are desired when people don’t have an
abundance of plastic bags to use as bin
liners (not actually a necessary thing).
S o m e t i m e s t h e re s u l t s s t a r t
unwinding, as people fall back to old
habits, even learning to bear the cost.
A South Australian parliamentary
review found that only 30% of
consumers actually reuse their reusable
bags.
Many people forget to take their
bags to the shops, or even leave them
in the car.
This is simply habitual behaviour,
which needs adjusting to form a new
habit.
Public education programs can
be effective in reminding people to
maintain behaviour change.

T H E

Which bags are best?
Some academic experts are
concerned that the recent decision
will not actually reduce plastic
consumption overall, as the new >35
micron LDPE bags contain a lot more
plastic than the single-use bags, and
will also likely take much longer to
break down.
Unless people reuse them, they are
more harmful than the existing type.
Many reusable bags are not reused
as many times as they need to be to
have the same footprint as a thinner
plastic bag.
Reports on this state that a paper
bag would need to be reused at least
four times, and ‘green’ polypropylene
bags at least 104 times (that’s twice
a week for a year!), to have a lower
environmental impact than singleuse plastic bags in terms of resource,
energy, and greenhouse outcomes.
Biodegradable bags used at Quinton’s
IGA pose the same risks to rivers and
wildlife, they can cause contamination
to plastic recycling processes, and they
do not actually break down readily in
a sealed landfill either.
So they are not the best solution.
The best bag to use is the bag you
already have, whatever type it is.
Or if you forget to bring one, then ask
for a box from out the back, as you will
be reusing it.
What difference will we see?
Plastic bags represent about 2% of
landfill and up to 5.4% of litter; there
is significant evidence that they do
present risks to marine life and clog
waterways.
A new study, involving seabirds
from Australia and New Zealand has
shed some light on the magnitude of
the issue.
Of 1700 dead seabirds examined on
both sides of the Tasman Sea, 37 per
cent of them had some plastic in their
digestive systems.
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Unsurprisingly, this is disastrous for
the birds’ health.
The plastic fills their digestive tracts,
offering no nutrition, but slowly
poisoning them as toxic chemicals
leach into their tissues.
They starve and get poisoned at the
same time.
We can help preserve nature by
avoiding plastic consumption.
Plastic represents 39% of all litter.
Ahead of plastic bags are beverage
containers, food packaging and nonfood packaging.
So, reducing these too will make an
even bigger difference.
Our Local Experience
Quinton’s IGA saw a dramatic
decrease of almost 90% in the
consumption of plastic bags back in
2013, when WarrandyteCAN worked
with them to undertake the “No Plastic
Bags for Warrandyte” campaign.
This was a fabulous achievement for
our largely environmentally-conscious
community.
Unfortunately, the loud voices of
a selfish few became unbearable, as
IGA checkout staff faced customer
backlash, even abuse, and the store
suffered a loss of profit due to customer
boycotts.

IGA’s parent company, Metcash,
has declared that they will be phasing
out single-use plastic bags in the
next 18 months, so many of us look
forward to Quinton’s reinstating their
commitment to the environment, and
hope they have learnt some strategies
to counter those who complain.
What can we do?
If you forget to take bathers to the
swimming pool, you’ll most likely buy
some, to meet social expectations.
If you don’t want to pay for shopping
bags, then remember to take some
with you!
Put your reusable bags straight back
in your car after you unpack your
shopping.
Always keep a plastic bag in your
pocket or handbag, just in case.
Put “bags” as the first item on your
shopping list, to remind you when
preparing to go shopping.
Suggest your supermarket put signs
in the carpark to remind you about
them.
Never put plastic bags into the
recycling bin.
Proudly say “no bag thanks” for just
a few items, this will help train you.
Reduce your consumption of all
single-use plastics wherever possible.
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GRAND FINAL
VIP EXPERIENCE
FOR YOU AND TEN OF YOUR MATES!
WHAT

2x FURPHY SLABS
IN AN ESKY

YOU

WIN

VIP AREA ACCESS FOR
YOU & 10 MATES
HOW

TO

BBQ LUNCH AND
1ST 4 POTS FREE

ENTER

EVERY POT OF FURPHY YOU PURCHASE INCREASES YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR COME DOWN TO THE PUBLIC BAR TO FIND OUT MORE.
ENTRIES CLOSE FRIDAY 1ST SEPT 2017

110 yarra st, warrandyte

t (03) 9844 3202

info@grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au

www.grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au
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New Birrarung Council puts Yarra
in care of Wurundjeri elders
By BRANSEN GIBSON
THE VICTORIAN Government has
introduced new legislation designed
to recognise, protect and preserve
the Yarra River and its associated
parklands.
The Yarra River Protection Bill
(Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) 2017
was introduced in June and officially
identifies the Yarra River and the
land it flows through as a natural,
integrated living entity.
The legislation is the first bill in
Victorian Government history to be
co-titled in both English and Woiwurrung (the native language of the
Wurundjeri people) and includes
paragraphs in Woi-wurrung as part
of the preamble.
The bill is also the first in Australia
that recognises a river as a living
entity.
Wurundjeri Elders addressed the
State Parliament in both English and
their native Woi-wurrung language,
reading out the first part of the new
bill and explaining the importance
of protecting the river across future
generations.
As part of the bill, the Yarra River
will now be protected by law with
a new independent representative
body — the Birrarung Council;
created with the purpose of speaking
and acting for the river’s best
interests and protection.
Victorian Minister for Indigenous
Affairs Natalie Hutchins believes
the bill is great for recognising the
importance of Wurundjeri culture
and the Yarra River.
“The Traditional Owners have
been the protector of the river

Birrarung stories

for thousands of years; for it to be
protected in legislation is a real
testament to their connection to
land, water and the Woi-wurrung
language,” Ms Hutchins said.
The bill will also see the
establishment of new Yarra
protection principles based on social,
environmental, recreational, cultural
and management factors — designed
to ensure all future developments
and actions do not harm the river’s
wellbeing.
The introduction of this new
legislation will have a direct
impact on Warrandyte and North
Warrandyte both now and in the
future and could even influence the
expansion of the Warrandyte Bridge.
The Nillumbik Shire and
Manningham councils were two
of eight councils identified in the
legislation as a “responsible public
entity”, meaning they must “have
regard when performing functions or
duties or exercising powers in relation
to Yarra Riverland or other land”.

The bridge widening, and any future
developments, will almost certainly
have an effect on the Yarra River and
the land around it, meaning those
developments will come under the
scrutiny of the new Birrarung Council
and will have to meet new river
protection laws.
Whilst this is not necessarily a bad
thing — it will help to ensure that the
river and the parks and paths around
it are protected from potential
environmental harm, it could mean
that any permits or works are further
delayed to ensure they comply with
the Yarra River Protection Strategy.
There have already been a large
number of concerns and objections
expressed towards the environmental
impact the current bridge widening
plan will have.
Fortunately for those objectors
the Birrarung Council and Yarra
River protection laws will hopefully
address those concerns and ensure
that plans and developments meet
environmental protection standards.

Landmark legislation recognises
Traditional Owners’ custodianship of the Yarra

Eltham house concert
RECONCILIATION Victoria are
hosting a heart-warming winter
concert which will take place among
the gumtrees of Eltham in a beautiful
mud-brick home.
The afternoon features the music
of singer-songwriter Loren Kate,
an utterly captivating performer
and brilliant storyteller, and an
inspiring talk from Gunditjmara
man Ben Church who is currently
Aboriginal Programs Officer at the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Victoria.
Loren’s music will take you on a
journey as she paints the pictures of
her life, ranging from tales of youth
and exploration to the crushing
realism of death, mortality and how
people deal with it.
B enjamin is an Indigenous
educator and takes groups of tourists
and school students on daily tours
around the gardens, introducing
them to the plants and trees which
are important to the local aboriginal

people for food, tools, medicine and
ceremony.
Chai tea and finger food provided
— BYO cup for hot drinks.
Sunday 6 August 2pm.
Tickets: $25 waged / $20
unwaged, kids under 12 free.
For more information and
to book:
www.trybooking.com/book/
event?eid=293818

Wurundjeri history talk
THE WURUNDJERI people are the
recognised Traditional Owners of
a large geographically diverse area
that encompasses both urban and
rural lands.
Hear Wurundjeri elder Uncle
Bill speak about his experiences,
culture and history at this frank and
engaging discussion that recognises
the strong physical and cultural
presence of Aboriginal people and
their struggle for Aboriginal rights
and social justice.
In partnership with the Wurundjeri
Tribe Land Compensation and
Cultural Heritage Council Inc.

Wednesday 9 August
7pm – 8pm
Northcote Library,
32-38 Separation Street,
Northcote
This is a free event, but bookings
required

www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
wurundjeri-history-talktickets-35422716298

Jagga Jagga -The Black Pimpernel

By JIM POULTER
IN THE JUNE 2017 edition of the
Warrandyte Diary I talked about Major Newman, the first settler in the
area.
Not far behind him was James
Anderson, a dour Scotsman, who
settled on Beal Yallock in 1839 and of
course changed its name to Anderson’s
Creek.
Anderson was just as disagreeable
as the Major in his attitude to the local
Kulin, but they were nonetheless both
equal opportunity grouches.
They were equally disagreeable with
each other and their neighbours, as
well as Aboriginal people.
1839 was a pivotal year for Aboriginal
people in the Port Phillip district; on
William Buckley’s advice they had not
fought the inevitable tide of people and
animals that began in 1835, but the
reality was far worse than they could
possibly have imagined.
The new hard-hoofed animals were
eating everything, compacting the soil,
and displacing their traditional game.
The Kulin were now sharing the land
with the white man, but if they went to
share a sheep, they would be accused
of stealing and shot at.
To give you some idea of the
magnitude of the influx of people
and animals, by September 1838 the
number of settlers was 3,511, the
number of cattle 13,272 and sheep an
unbelievable 310,946.
The situation enraged Jagga-Jagga,
one of the three Wurundjeri Elders who
met with Batman at Greensborough in
1835.
In tribal times Jagga-Jagga was the
Kidney-fat Man or executioner of
criminals, you only got this job if you
were the best hunter, tracker and
fighter in the tribe.
About forty years old in 1839, he
was a physically imposing figure,
powerfully built and about 188 cm
(6’2’’).
Jagga-Jagga wanted to declare war on
the white invaders, so the Headman
Billibelleri called a meeting of Elders
at Bolin-Bolin in Bulleen late in 1839.
After deep discussion they resolved
to keep Murrangurk’s law, which I

told you about in the June edition, but
Jagga-Jagga was given permission to
escalate the economic war against any
settlers doing the wrong thing.
Jagga-Jagga recruited about 30 young
Kulin from the camp on the Merri
Creek at Fairfield; most of the men
only had spears and clubs, but seven
had muskets.
Jagga-Jagga’s band then began a
series of attacks on settler properties
up the Plenty and Yarra Valleys.
This was the beginning of the
legend of Jagga-Jagga and he was
seen by settlers as something of a Black
Pimpernel.
With his imposing height, powerful
build, rugged features and forbidding
persona, he was described as: “tall,
very ugly and most elusive... a noted
character dreaded by all men”.
On January 1 1840 Jagga-Jagga and
his men arrived at the junction of
Anderson’s Creek and the Yarra.
They had most probably already
burnt Major Newman’s paddocks and
driven off his stock.
Where the Taroona Avenue Reserve
now stands, James Anderson had
planted a crop of potatoes.
Jagga-Jagga and his men therefore
set up camp, dug up the “Whitefellah
yams” and roasted them for dinner.
The next day, after being alerted by
his workers, James Anderson, flanked
by armed men, approached JaggaJagga’s camp. He shouted angrily at
the Kulin to clear off and stop stealing
his potatoes, but was stopped short
when a shot sounded and a musket
ball whistled past his ear.
Anderson immediately retreated
to change his underclothing and
despatched a worker to ride into
Melbourne to demand that the Border
Police take action.
Accompanied by three troopers,
Captain Henry Gisborne rode up the
Yarra Valley and ascertained that the
Aboriginal band was headed toward
the Ryrie brothers’ Yering Station at
Yarra Glen.
Arriving there on January 13 1840,
Gisborne and his men disguised
themselves as farm workers.

One of the Ryrie brothers approached
Jagga-Jagga when he arrived, saying he
would kill a bullock in his honour.
However, when Jagga-Jagga and
one of his men approached, the three
troopers pounced on him whilst
Gisborne held a pistol to the other
man’s head.
It took the three troopers ten minutes
before they could handcuff Jagga-Jagga
and imprison him in a shed.
A lot of shots were then exchanged
in the “Battle of Yering” before JaggaJagga finally escaped.
Gisborne later noted in his formal
report that: “...balls came whizzing
past us every minute; but I am unable
to account for their never having hit us
as they are capital marksmen”.
What Gisborne of course didn’t know
was that Jagga-Jagga and his men were
still bound by Murrangurk’s Law to
never kill a white man — and how right
they were to obey it, because any white
death would have been followed by
punitive expeditions, in which many
innocent Kulin lives would have been
forfeited.
After this encounter at Yarra Glen,
Jagga-Jagga melted into the ether.
Reports began to filter in from all
over the colony; Jagga-Jagga was held
responsible for every depredation on
settlers and he became something of
a cross between a Bushranger and a
freedom fighter.
From the more reliable reports,
his band of about thirty men seems
to have broken up over the next six
months.
The first of these reports was a
fortnight after the Battle of Yering, a
settler on the Campaspe River, Henry
Monroe, reported that one of his
shepherds had been stripped naked
and threatened with being killed and
eaten.
1500 of Monroe’s sheep were then
driven off; the fact that the shepherd
was terrorised rather than killed and
his flock driven off, certainly rings true
that it was Jagga-Jagga.
Two months later in March 1840,
Peter Snodgrass who had a run on
the Yea River, reported that Jagga-

Jagga had threatened to kill one of his
shepherds, Sam Dayton.
Dayton had committed various
outrages against the local Kulin, so
Jagga-Jagga and four others finally
trapped Dayton and other shepherds
in a hut.
The group now included a
charismatic young Taungerong leader,
twenty year old Winberrie.
Jagga-Jagga thrust a gun in Dayton’s
chest causing him to fall on his back,
he then raged at the terrified Dayton
that he was about to die and Dayton
begged Winberrie to save him.
Winberrie said Dayton was “no
good” but then persuaded the others
to spare his life.
There is little doubt that the whole
event was stage managed to strike
mortal fear into the shepherds and
prevent any further crimes by them,
whilst still enabling the Kulin to keep
Murangurk’s Law.
In company with Winberrie and
four others, Jagga-Jagga continued to
terrorise recalcitrant settlers in the Yea
River area for the next two months.
However by May 1840 he was
reported as being back in the Yarra
Valley, burning the paddocks of settlers
like Major Newman.
There is a police report of another
armed confrontation at Yering in May
1840, in which three troopers were
wounded, but Jagga-Jagga’s presence
was only rumoured.
Similarly a £50 reward was posted
for the capture of Jagga-Jagga for the
murder of a hut keeper on the Ovens
River in July 1840.
However, apart from the fact that
the murder was against Murrangurk’s
Law, it occurred out of Kulin Country
and its timing perhaps conflicted with
a verified event in Bulleen.
Here, a Scottish shepherd employed
by John Kerr had the habit of hanging
his lunch bag in a tree whilst he sat
under it and serenaded the sheep with
his bagpipes.
On one such day Jagga-Jagga and
a companion, probably Winberrie,
suddenly appeared on either side of
the Scotsman, they were armed with

rifles and spears and squatted down
beside him.
The terrified shepherd immediately
knew it was Jagga-Jagga, there was
no mistaking his powerful build and
rugged features.
Jagga-Jagga signalled to the tucker
bag in the tree, said that they were
both hungry and would appreciate
something to eat.
The shepherd of course fetched his
lunch bag, as the two Kulin began to
eat the shepherd was told to continue
playing.
So whilst he nervously skirled the
bagpipes to the unconcerned sheep,
Jagga-Jagga and his mate enjoyed a
nice lunch.
They then thanked him for the meal
and the musical entertainment and
wandered off leaving the shepherd to
recount what he thought was a near
death experience.
The story also gives another glimpse
of Jagga-Jagga’s rather devilish sense
of humour.
With all these stories of Jagga-Jagga’s
depredations a detachment of soldiers
under the command of Major Samuel
Lettsom was sent from Sydney to
capture him; not finding him in the
Goulburn Valley, the troop arrived in
Melbourne in October 1840.
Lettsom was advised that JaggaJagga had been seen at the Fairfield
Aboriginal camp at the Merri Creek.
Accordingly, 58 troopers and police
descended on the camp and bailed up
400 Kulin at gunpoint.
Winberrie, who was among them and
carrying a waddy, stepped forward.
He extended his arms and asked
Lettsom what he was intending to do,
only to be shot dead by a trooper.
The “L ettsom Raid” failed to
capture Jagga-Jagga and the murder
o f Wi n b e r r i e re c e i v e d o f f i c i a l
justification.
There were many sightings of JaggaJagga after this and many depredations
blamed on him, none of which really
seemed to bear his trademarks;
nobody has any idea when and where
Jagga-Jagga finally died or under what
circumstances.
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Canines
@ cafes
By DEBI SLINGER
FOR THE FIRST time, more Australians
live with dogs or cats than children —
with 38% of homes with at least one
dog.
So it is not surprising that owners
enjoy taking their four-legged friends
to restaurants, bars and cafes.
Warrandyte is known for many things
— The Riverside Market, Pound Bend
tunnel, birds and wildlife, The Festival
and much more.
However, it would not be Warrandyte
without dogs.
Everyday, people come to walk
their pets along the Yarra River, often
stopping at one of the many cafes to
have a cuppa and spend time with
family and friends.
With their pooches being such a part
of the family, they are often seen next
to (or under) tables or even on the
owner’s lap.
This love of canines inspired two
social media sites called Canines at
Cafes to capture these adorable pets
and share with others across the world
how dogs spend their time.
For 11 years, owner of the Warrandyte
Café, Tammy Cromwell, has seen a
steady number of owners bringing
their pets to the café with many being
regulars.
Apart from water bowls, they also
provide dog treats for the canines with
all proceeds going to the Guide Dogs
Association.
“We recently had the Great Dane
Dog Club and the Dachshund Dog
Club come to the café, which is from
one extreme to the other in size” said
Tammy.
Ginger the red heeler is one of the
café’s favourite regulars, her owner had
a fall nearby and she came running up
to the café and got the attention of staff
and led them back to her owner.
With this popularity of canines at
cafes, no doubt there will be puppacinos
on the menu in the near future.
For more information go to Canines
at Cafes on Facebook and Instagram.
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The future of cats and dogs in Manningham

By JAMES POYNER
EVERY FOUR years Manningham
council is required to prepare and
implement a D omestic Animal
Management Plan (DAMP).
The council is currently developing
their DAMP for the 2017–2021 period
and they are inviting input from
Manningham residents.
The plan focuses on the control of cats
and dogs through actions such as: pet
registration; campaigns to encourage
responsible ownership; reducing the
numbers of stray and impounded
animals; compulsory desexing and a
review of dog off-lead areas.
The council has produced a Draft
Domestic Animal Management Plan
2017-2021 (DDAMP) and is requesting
feedback from residents.
In the plan, the council has outlined
a number of key objectives — which
include: dog attack, registration and
identification, over population and
high euthanasia rates, domestic
animal businesses — and within these
objectives is an extensive list of actions
the council would like to implement.
It is these actions that the council
would like feedback on.
As stated in the DDAMP, “land to the
west of the Mullum Mullum Creek is
highly urbanised, while land to the east
is primarily semi-rural in character with
vegetation contained in both public

and private land and along riparian
corridors.”
The “country” nature of the townships
of Warrandyte, Wonga Park and Park
Orchards with easy access to dog
friendly reserves along the Yarra River
means this area has a high density
of dog and cat owners, as well as
people coming into the area, with their
animals, to take advantage of the open
spaces; whatever is agreed on for the
Manningham DAMP will impact pet
owners in our community.
Councils around Victoria are
currently debating their own DAMP
and organisations such as Victorian
Dog Rescue and Resource Group
are encouraging animal owners to
contribute to their council’s DDAMP.
“If you want animals to have a voice
you must let those in council and State
Government know it is important to
you — Speak up!” wrote the group on
Facebook recently.
The deadline for submissions to
Manningham’s DDAMP is 5pm,
Monday August 21.
A copy of the Draft Domestic Animal
Management Plan 2017-2021 can be
obtained on Manningham’s “YourSay”
site, where you can also submit your
feedback online or by writing to the
postal address provided on the site.
To have your say:
bit.ly/MannDAMP

The Warrandyte snow report
satire
By BIANCA PISTE
AROUND 10,000 years ago some
wise people in the Northern hemisphere, sick of falling hip deep
in the fresh snow chasing elk and
reindeer, strapped some trees to
their feet, glided across the snow
and skiing was born.
Fast forward to the July 2017 school
holidays in Warrandyte, The aisles of
IGA echo hollowly.
“Where has everyone gone?” Julie
was heard to utter.
For there had been a mass exodus of
heavily laden 4WDs as Warrandytians,
followed their European heritage and
headed to the snow.
In lieu of Eucalypt saplings it was
the latest and greatest in Volkl skis
and Burton snowboards heading
up to Mt Hotham, Falls Creek and
Mt Buller.
The month of May saw a heavy
dump of snow in the Alps and the
alpine resorts' CEOs were frothing in
their schnapps shot-glasses.
No need to mention that June 2017
was the driest June on record and that
it didn’t snow for the next six weeks.
Without snowmaking, the slopes
would have been bare.
Fancy the media not reporting
the true story (Warrandyte Diary
excluded, of course).
Fortunately, Mother Nature read
the Victorian Education department’s
memo on school holiday dates and
let the snow run free.
By the time the natives of 3113 hit
the resorts they were none the wiser
that they had been duped.
Walking into the infamous General
Store Pub at Mt Hotham was just
like school pick up, except the 2XU
yoga pants and Nike Frees had been
replaced with puffer jackets and
designer fur-lined boots.
The Australian Alps are a thing of
beauty.
Whether it’s the sun rising over the
summit, the vista of mountain range
after mountain range, fresh snow
glistening in the snow gums or jam
donuts at Snake Gully Hut.

Everyone should witness it, at least
once in their lives, especially the jam
donuts.
For me personally, there is no
greater feeling than clicking into my
skis, floating down the hill and all the
troubles of the world drift away.
As I devour a Jammy-D.
Snow experiences vary from the
joy of seeing and touching snow for
the first time, building a snow man,
tobogganing or mastering your first
ski/snowboard turn.
You could also be standing on the
podium at a rail jam, dropping a cliff
or recording 87km/h on your “Strava
for Skiing” app.
Then you’ll be explaining why you
shouldn’t lose your season ski pass to
the ever patient ski patrol.
It’s not always plain sailing, or
snowboarding, or skiing as it were.
One Warrandyte local was airlifted
back to Melbourne after an innocuous
fall fractured a vertebra in their neck,
another fractured their pride when
they fell off the bus and landed on
the icy road.
Apparently a whole lodge was
hit with gastro, however the most
common ailment of all was waking
up with a blinding headache and the
dry horrors from drinking too much...
fresh mountain water?
The school holidays came to an end
and the 4WD’s steamed back into the
‘Dyte, but not all of them for a lucky
few they get to remain up at the snow
all season long.
Now Foxtel, if you happen to be
reading this and need an idea for
a new TV series, think The Real
Housewives of Hotham.
I’m available for the price of a
season pass, accommodation and a
drinks card.
If you want to head to the snow this
year, fear not, you haven’t missed out,
the season is now in full swing.
Lake Mountain is only 1 ½ hours
away making it a great day trip for
snow play and cross country skiing.
If it’s skiing and snowboarding you
want, make a weekend or week of it
at Mt Baw Baw, Mt Buller, Falls Creek
or Mt Hotham.
Always check the resort websites for
current snow and road conditions.

Snow chains must always be carried
and fitted when requested.
You want to know where to stay?
Want to borrow some snow gear?
Learn the snow lingo? Then ask your
neighbour, I’m pretty sure I saw them
having a yard sale (snow talk for a
ripper crash).
Maybe they will tell you all about
their epic day in the pow? or explain
to you that the stoke factor was so
high the rad-o-meter was ready to
explode?
If that neighbour can’t help, your
other one can.
Or, if you dare, ask about it on
the Warrandyte Business and
Community Facebook page, the
folks on there are never short of an
“educated” opinion.
Peace in pow and see you when the
snow melts.
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The doctors are in at Goldfields

Leasa Dyason

0438 426 106
Level 2, 541 Blackburn Road, Mt Waverley VIC 3149
Rear 246 Yarra Street Warrandyte VIC 3113
Ph: 8588 1117 Fax: 8558 1116 dyasonlegal.com.au

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
AFTER THE sudden departure
of the Rex Medical clinic at
Goldfields Plaza, both patients
and staff experienced issues,
losing access to trusted doctors
and staff, and access to their
medical records.
However, the doctors’ doors
have re-opened at Goldfields
for those in need — albeit
under a different name.
T h e G o l d f i e l d s Fa m i l y
Medical Centre (associated
with the Nillumbik Medical
Centre under the Lifelong
Healthcare group) is up and
running, and looking to fill the
void left behind.
Patients like Mel McMullen
will be hoping that the new
clinic can provide a similar level
of service to Rex Medical, who
departed swiftly after an alleged
lease issue.
“I think the old clinic was shut
down due to Rex not paying
their rent, I’m aware the doctors
had no idea nor did the other
staff.
“It’s a shame Rex didn’t give
us some warning so as we could
make arrangements as some
of us are very reliant on these
records.

“Not having them has caused
issues in my case, so I’m not
very happy about that.
“It has not only impacted
me but my family also,” Ms
McMullen said.
Prior to the closure, Ms
McMullen had nothing but
praise for her dealings with Rex
Medical, in particular Doctor
Hans Surya who worked out of
the clinic.
“I came to Doctor Surya from
another surgery as I felt I was
no longer being listened to
because my health issues were
so complex.
“Dr Surya knew of my illness
— it’s quite unusual and not
very common — and I was
totally thrilled to find out he
knew of my syndrome and took
my symptoms seriously.
“ I wa s re l i e ve d t o f i n d
someone so close, so aware
of my syndrome and so lovely
and thorough in my treatment,
and the staff at the clinic were
helpful and friendly,” Ms
McMullen said.
Former patients and staff
members of the previous
clinic have been unable to
access records since its closure,
according to Dr Surya.

“The medical records are
owned by Rex, so we cannot
get access to them — we have
been sending them requests
for the records but they haven’t
replied,” Dr. Surya said.
Mel McMullen has
experienced similar difficulties.
“I have no idea where my
records are, I was told I’d be
rung to be made aware of where
they are.
“I’ve called a government line
and was told they were aware of
the closure but I haven’t had a
follow up and was not told any
more,” Ms McMullen said.
The new Goldfields Family
Medical Centre has also tried to
access the records for the past
patients to no avail, according
to CEO Kirstin Lyons.
“We send off a request to
transfer history and its up to the
medical centre to transfer back
to us, so we are going through
that process,” Ms Lyons said.
In the meantime, the new
clinic is working on establishing
themselves as a replacement
for Rex Medical, so that they
can give the patients the care
that they need.
“We already have patients in
Warrandyte, so this new space

fits in really nicely with our
Research and Eltham practices.
“We are getting new doctors
on board, and we can also use
our doctors from Eltham and
Research.
“Sanet Bornman is staying
on with us from the previous
clinic,” Ms Lyons said.
Ms Lyons believes that the
new practice has all the tools
to service the area properly,
due to experience and existing
relationships.
“We know the pharmacist
there and we get on really well
with the shop owners, we got
up and running within a week.
“We’ve been in the area 40
years and we know what we are
doing,” Ms Lyons said.
Fo r M s M c Mu l l e n , t h e
opportunity is there to build
a new relationship that allows
her to experience the same
level of care.
“We need a clinic here in West
End, and I’m hoping I can find
a Doctor as good as Dr Hans
Surya was, if he isn’t to return.
“I suppose I’ll have to go and
see for myself the choices of
doctors and build that trust
again,” Ms McMullen said.

Anderson’s Creek Cemetery signage
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By VAL POLLEY
THE APPEARANCE of new corporate
signage throughout the historic
Andersons Creek Cemetery sparked a
loud and immediate protest from locals
and many of those who have family
interred there.
After an inspection, the Warrandyte
Historical Society (WHS) wrote to the
Greater Melbourne Cemeteries Trust
(GMCT) who manage the cemetery,
expressing its disappointment and
concerns over the proliferation of
signs that had appeared throughout
Anderson’s Creek Cemetery.
WHS believed the signage was
inappropriate for many reasons :
not only were the signs considered
ins ensitive to the historic bush
character of the cemetery there was
also disquiet expressed over the
number of signs as well as their design,
size and colour.
WHS was disappointed that there
had been no consultation with the
local community prior to the signage
installation.

As a consequence, on July 7 Margaret
Kelly and Dianne Phillips (representing
the Historical Society and Blair Street
residents), along with Roxene Carroll
(representing those with family buried
in Anderson’s Creek Cemetery) met
with David Crowe the Director of
Operations and Bernadette Carroll
from GMCT.
The meeting was productive and
positive and has resulted in the GMCT
agreeing that the signs are not in
keeping with the unique size and
character of the Anderson’s Creek
Cemetery.
As a result, within three months
GMCT plan to remove many of the
large white signs in the Cemetery
and replace them with less obtrusive,
black, bollard type signs.WHS applauds
GMCT’s willingness to listen to the
residents, and look forward to the
replacement of the inappropriate
signage in the cemetery.
The Society is pleased that its
advocacy has had such a positive result
in this instance.

We bid farewell to the old sports scoreboard
By VAL POLLEY
THE OLD S COREBOARD at the
recreation reserve is no more.
It was taken down and cut up before
being loaded on a trailer and taken
away.
Two remnant pieces have been gifted
to the Warrandyte Historical Society.
One says “Warrandyte”, the other
“Visitors”.
These are being prepared for
mounting on a wall of the museum
where they will serve as a reminder of
the times when facilities came about
through the efforts of locals and scoring
was carried out through the efforts
of dedicated individuals prepared to
donate their time and energy for the
good of the game.
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buzz about town
Event:	A Sublime Sound Bath with David Jones
and Carmen Warrington
Place:
Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
When: Saturday August 12
Time:
7:30pm
Cost:
$30 full, $20 conc., $15 youth 10+
Contact: Lisa – 0401 167 223, warrandytemusic@gmail.com
Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Cost:
Contact:

Crochet for Beginners
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Saturday 12 August – Three weeks
2pm–4pm
$83
bit.ly/warrnh or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Cost:
Contact:

Film Society — Fried Green Tomatoes
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Friday August 18
7pm for 7:30pm start
2017/18 Membership $50
bit.ly/warrnh or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: Warrandyte Warble
Place:
Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute Hall
When: Sunday August 27
Time:
1pm–4pm
Cost:
Free
Info:	Join singers from the Chocolate Lillies, Both Sides of the River,
Vokallista, The Whittlesea Community Singers and others for
an afternoon of song. You can even have a sing yourself. All
welcome!
Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Contact:
Speaker:

Yarra Valley View Club Lunch
Chirnside Park Country Club
Tuesday, August 29
12pm
0438 625 556 or 0409 403 968
Ruth Connor, a Milliner. All welcome, bookings essential

Event:	Drum Space - solo drum concert with master drummer
David Jones
Place:
Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
When: Saturday September 2
Time:
7:30pm
Cost:
$30 full, $20 conc., $15 youth 10+, Family $80
Contact: Lisa – 0401 167 223, warrandytemusic@gmail.com
Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Cost:
Contact:

Intermediate Crochet
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Saturday September 9 & 16 – Three weeks
7pm–8:30pm
$89
bit.ly/warrnh or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Cost:
Contact:

Decluttering Workshop
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Saturday September 9 & 16 – Two weeks
1:30pm–3:00pm
$39
bit.ly/warrnh or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: AGM – Information Warrandyte Inc.
Where: Warrandyte Community Centre
When: Tuesday September 19
Time:
7:30pm
Contact: RSVP by Tuesday September 5 on 9844 3082.
Info:	Information Warrandyte invites you to their Annual General
Meeting Supper will be served at the conclusion of the meeting.
RSVP by Tuesday September 5 on 9844 3082.

Event: Interchurch Dinner
Place:
Now and Not Yet Cafe
When
Friday August 25
Time:
6:30pm
Contact: Lynette Dungan 9844 0674
Cost:
$32pp for three course meal
Info:	Jacqui Coulthart with speak on studies of her work on drug
counselling for women. All welcome.

Event: Bellbird Singers in Concert
Place:
Senior Citizens Hall, Taroona Ave, Warradyte
When: Sunday October 8
Time:
2pm–3:30pm
Cost:
$10 adult, children under 12 free
Info:	You have heard the Bellbirds at the Anzac service and the
Carols, now come along and hear the other songs they sing.
Look out for details in the September Diary.

Event: Smokin Sam Salzone & the Cargo Blues Band
Place:
Warrandyte RSL
Date:
Sunday August 27
Time:
4pm–8pm
Info:	Sam’s amazing harmonica playing along with his all star band
of session musicians playing blistering yet soulful blues.
	Bands paid by donations. Cheese platers available for
purchase. Sausage sizzle at 6:30pm. All welcome!

painting &
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT

0438 537 773

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

DIARY MINI ADS
CHAUFFURED TR ANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.
PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

QUALIT Y HOUSE PAINTING
Affordable rates. All aspects.
Free inspection & quote. Senior's
disc. Servicing Warrandyte since
2007 Call Clint on 0424 731 830

Diary Mini Ad?
Contact Briony
9844 0555

Volunteers Wanted
• ONLY THREE HOURS PER WEEK
• WORK IS NOT PHYSICALLY DEMANDING
• WORK WITH OTHER TRAINED VOLUNTEERS
• MEET NEW PEOPLE
• BASED IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE — with training available

Information Warrandyte is a resource and referral centre, in partnership with Doncare. Services provided cover
areas such as tourism, support for health and social issues, legal and tax assistance along with information
on local groups and courses.Your contribution will make a big difference.

Ring 9844 3082 to speak to a volunteer and become a part of this very worthwhile service.

CYRIL

By PAUL WILLIAMS

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd

Yoga, meditation
& creative dance
Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children

clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

warrandytevet.com.au

bhavacentre@gmail.com

9844 1128
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Give your ears a tune-up for hearing awareness
By SANDI MILLER
HEARING Awareness week is August
20–26 and the Deafness Forum of
Australia and the Deafness Foundation
are aiming to eliminate the stigma,
isolation, lack of work opportunities,
and the associated health issues to
improve the overall quality of life
for people with deafness or hearing
impairment.
It is also a great time to take stock of
your own hearing issues.
Deafness is often described as the
“invisible disability”.
This is partly because hearing aids
tend not to be obvious and because
those affected are often isolated through
lack of access to communication.
Warrandyte resident Mel McMullen
is the mother of a deaf teenager, Isaac,
who has had cochlear implants since
22 months.
She says without the implants he
would have been unable to have
a mainstream education and his
hearing impairment would limit his
life choices.
“Our goal was to make sure he wasn’t
limited in his choices in the future…
apparently now you can even be an
airline pilot with cochlear implants,”
she said.
This has put her at odds with many
in the signing deaf community who
believe that medical intervention

Shuey from Ivory Hearing

to enable children to hear, speak
and communicate with the broader
community is denying the children
their deaf culture and is a form of
colonialism and eugenics.
However, Ms McMullen believes
having early access to oral language
should be available to parents of deaf
children because oral language needs
to be consolidated before the age of
eight — if the deaf person then chooses
to learn Auslan they can make that
choice for themselves later.

“It’s not about me as a parent, it
is about giving him choices, not
saying, ‘right he belongs to the deaf
community’ — he actually belongs to
himself,” she said.
“Isaac loves it here [in Warrandyte],
because it is quieter, but he says he can
hear nature more and he can hear life
more here – why would anyone want
to stop that for a child?”
She says that Isaac is very excited
that implant manufacturer Cochlear
have partnered with Apple to produce
an implant that is compatible with
iPhones.
“Phone calls can be streamed
straight to his ear, or in the classroom
his teacher can be streamed straight to
his ear,” she said.
Ms McMullen says it’s never too late
to get cochlear implants, which can be
implanted at any age.
“I ran in to a lady at the hospital the
other day who was in her late 80s she
just had an implant, and she said ‘I
can hear my great-grandchildren, I can
hear music!’ things she hadn’t heard
for a long time,” she said.
The number of Australians who
are deaf or hearing impaired is
increasing because of long-term
exposure to excessive noise — often
in the workplace — accidents, the
environment and old age.
“It can be really isolating, especially

for the elderly, because they lose their
hearing so subtly that they aren’t aware
that they are isolating themselves,” Ms
McMullen said.
Warrandyte Audiologist, Shuey Lim
at Ivory Hearing told the Diary that one
in six Australians is currently affected
by hearing loss — an estimated 3.55
million people.
“Yet, it takes an average of 7 – 10 years
before they actively seek help.
“This often causes negative effects —
psychologically, socially and physically
— not only on the person with hearing
issues, but also on everyone else
around them,” Ms Lim said.
People often wait for years before
they seek help for their hearing loss.
They ignore the signs, which include
turning the TV or stereo up so loud that
others complain, frequently needing
to ask others to repeat themselves and
not being able to hear properly on the
telephone.
Ms Lim believes that Hearing
Awareness Week is a good opportunity
for the Warrandyte community to learn
how easy it is to get a routine hearing
check, to protect their hearing and to
get the most out of their hearing health.
From August 21–25, Ivory Hearing
will open its door for the locals to visit
and discuss all hearing-related issues
and to offer various hearing services
for free – hearing screening test, trial

of the latest hearing aids, servicing of
hearing aids.
Ivory Hearing staff will be answering
all hearing-related questions such
as tinnitus management, available
hearing technology, government
subsidies, misconceptions,
communication techniques, and more.
“If you are curious about your
hearing abilities, you can get a hearing
screening at Ivory Hearing for free,
then your baseline will then be set
and any future hearing changes can
be instantly identified.
“The sooner hearing issues are
detected, the sooner you can benefit
from strategies that prevent further
damage,” Ms Lim said.
Hearing Awareness Week will see
a range of activities happen across
the country, including “silent” sports
events, public exhibitions on hearing
technologies, and hearing safety
training by employers to alert people
to the issues.
Butterfly pins and keyrings can
be purchased during August to
raise awareness and support for the
Deafness Foundation.
For more information about the
Ivory Hearing event for Hearing
Aw a r e n e s s We e k , v i s i t w w w .
ivor yhearing.com.au/haw2017
or call 03 9844 5863 for more
information.

Laural’s art comes home to Warrandyte
By KYLIE BOSH
WHAT’S THAT!? A rustle of feathers… A
gust of wind… A striped sensation… Oh
yes ladies and gentlemen, our homegrown Warrandyte born and bred, Diary
cartoonist and artist extraordinaire Laural Retz!
This year’s exhibition unveils itself
on Friday September 1, 6–8pm at
Riveresque Home,
Warrandyte.
It is not to be missed,
I assure you.
Excitingly, her home
town of Warrandyte
will be the first to see
any of her new work.
What an honour,
what a gift.
I stand corrected,
her cat has seen them,
because what’s an
artist without a feline
reminding them the
importance of being fed and patted at
the most inappropriate of times?
Seriously, however, pay attention
folks, Retz will present such a unique
collection that it will dazzle the
discerning collector’s eyes with awe
and certainty and many punters’ minds
with dreams of owning one.
With titles such as:
•	
Beneath a Southern Sky — Featuring
Tasmanian Tigers daring to be seen
in Hobart;
•	
Splendid Blue Wren Irises — A stilllife hybrid of such creativity,
•	
Rain Dance — But of course -

Brolgas dancing up a storm at the
Glasshouse Mountains;
•	
Inside by the Seaside — A tropical
still-life with a figurative twist; the
mind boggles.
Retz has captured nature in its purest
state.
These works hold deep respect for
nature and her chosen subjects.
Last year we
were stunned by
h e r c ou rag e w i t h
the Femme Fatale
collection, this year
we will be moved by
her honest passion
with nature.
A still moment
captured forever, this
is always something
we desire to be a part
of.
While someone like
Retz keeps proving
her versatility and ability to capture
essence and passion – we all need to
keep supporting her in her quest to keep
up this extraordinary work.
Retz’s earlier works, as we are all
starting to realise, are hung all over the
world by avid collectors. She is a leader
in her field, a forerunner.
Her exhibition runs for the month of
September at Riveresque Home, 142
Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Champagne Opening
6–8pm Friday September 1
RSVP: home@riveresque.com.au
or 9844 0960 / 9844 1105

WINTER AFFARE
Wednesdays and Thursdays

Two courses $55

including a glass of Olivigna Estate wine

54-56 Brumbys Rd, Warrandyte, Vic 3134, (03) 9844 4676 info@olivigna.com.au, www.olivigna.com.au
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Local producers taste success at Food Awards
By TIM KEMM
LOCAL producers have impressed
at the 2017 Australian Food Awards,
bringing home a total of six prizes
from the prestigious competition.
Competition debutants
PoppySmack were awarded two
Bronze medals for their Vietnamese
Dipping Sauce and Siam Chilli
Sambal, while North Warrandyte’s
Blue Pear Pantry took home a Silver
medal for their Gourmet Sausage
Rolls.
Ringwood-based Asterisk Kitchen
continued their fine form from last
year’s competition, winning both
the Gold and Best in Class medals
for their Fennel and Thyme Lavosh
Crackers, as well as a Bronze medal
for their Activated Coconut Charcoal
Lavosh Crackers.
Conducted by the Royal Agricultural
Society of Victoria, the Australian
Food Awards are the country’s leading
national food awards program.
The Awards recognise Australian
products and produce across eight
categories in which the judges focus
on the sensory and technical
aspects of the product and its
appearance.
The gold, silver and bronze
medallists are awarded with a
national brand seal of quality and
the opportunity to be showcased
at international and local trade
shows.
The presentation dinner will
take place on September 7 in the
MasterChef kitchen and it promises
to be an appetising night, with
award-winning products usually
featured at the ceremony’s dinner.

wellbeing
By AHHLEEYAH GRACE
HAPPINESS IS innate, it flows through
us from when we are born and even
before that.
You cannot buy happiness or get it
from outside of you, although society
would have you think it is possible.
Happiness is expressed in every
moment through our freedom to
choose.
We choose, how we perceive life.
So how can we allow happiness to
flow more freely and easily in our lives?
There are ups and downs in life,
happy and sad times too.
So navigating and finding the middle
ways feels like a good place to be.
Hua-Ching Ni wrote this beautiful
passage in his book The Gentle Path of
Spiritual Progress:
“Sometimes we do better in life, and
other times you do poorly.
When your cycle is high, you enjoy
your life more than when you are
having difficulties in the low cycle.
To harmonize the flow of your life,
don’t become too excited by the high
points or depressed by the low.
Always remember the high is built
by the low.

“It will be a fun night – lots of people
from the industry, big or small; good
food — usually made by a very well
known chef,” said Younis Khazour of
Asterisk Kitchen.
Deb Graham from Blue Pear Pantry
is looking forward to the presentation
night, yet still can’t quite believe that
she has won an award in just her first
entry into the competition.
“It’s very surreal,” she said. “I’m still
expecting a phone call to tell me that
there has been a mix up.”
Ms Graham believes the secret to
Blue Pear Pantry’s success is largely
due to high quality ingredients.
“My local suppliers give me fresh
produce,” she said.
This prestigious award is sure
to give business a boost, with the
silver stamp not going unnoticed by
potential buyers.
“People’s eyes look at them
differently than they have in the
past,” she said.
For Hanh Truong of PoppySmack,
it is not just about producing great
food; it is also about sharing the

Vietnamese culture throughout the
community.
“I just feel like there are a lot of
stories that we can share when we’re
at the market,” Ms Truong said.
“It’s always come down to where
we’ve come from and what we can
bring to all our customers.
“We’d like Vietnamese food to be
a common household food — that’s
what our objective is.”
The talents of these local producers
affect the lives of people in ways
much deeper than just their taste
buds.
Ms Truong, along with her sister
and business partner Tran also use
their skills with sauce to raise money
for the Welcome To Eltham group
– an organisation which strives to
make refugees feel safe in the local
community.
“We create enough money in the
business that we can donate it out
and help others,” she said.
“That’s kind of our goal as well.”

Happiness flows where freedom grows
You should respect the times you
are in a low cycle… When people
have a low cycle, they think of it in
an emotional way and feel terrible.
They want to die or kill themselves.
They feel boring, unattractive and
uninteresting… They don’t realize
that their low cycles can make them
wise.
Life is built up by each uninteresting
moment, not just by excitement.
Finding balance with our exciting
and mundane happenings in each
day and moment is our challenge as
human beings.
During this current year I have been
surrounded by parents going through
challenges with their children who
are participating in Year 11 and 12
secondary school.
Looking in from the outside I see a
lot of expectation and resistance which
can only result in turmoil.
For relationships to be in harmony
the people involved need to have a
common vision of what it is they are
wanting to feel and create as well
as allowing happiness to flow along

the way.
Some of the resolution lies in being
happy now in experiencing what is and
seeing it as a period of growth.
Parents want to see their children
happy and achieving as do the
children.
It is important to come from love,
allowing and guiding rather than fear,
controlling and dictating.
The answer lies in the belief that the
solution is already manifest.
A good real life example of this was
the life of Freddie Mercury.
Before Freddie became a rock star
he truly believed he was a rock star
and his friends agreed he was already
the biggest rock star they had ever
met, because in Freddie’s heart he was
already there.
This belief also predicated his
behaviours so he was in integrity with
what he believed and remained in a
happy place in his heart and soul.
Going back to the parents and their
children doing Year 11 and 12, the
starting point is that the parent(s)
and children need to believe that
their children can do well with their

school subjects and be happy with the
progress they are making now.
Not postponing the happiness until
the attainment of the outcome.
Celebrating the milestones along the
way is important to honour the growth
that is unfolding.
For children to reach their potential
they require to feel supported and
loved unconditionally and when this
is present they want to honour and
respect the shared vision of reaching
the goal.
Five Happiness factors that I have
found work for me:
•	Greet the day with a smile for just
being.
•	What can I offer the world today?
•	How can I nurture me today?
• Be compassionate.
• Express gratitude for today.
Acknowledging happiness within is
a way to be grateful for what we are
experiencing and attracts increased
flow of happiness.
It also helps to fill our love tank for
when we go through trying times so
that we are able to navigate with ease
and grace.

Happiness comes from our heart and
soul, it is ever present as is our breath
and change.
How can you show gratitude for the
happiness in your life?
Ahhleeyah Grace specialises in family
wellbeing mentoring with over 25 years’
experience working with families from
both country and metropolitan areas in
Australia and New Zealand.
Ahhleeyah draws on her science,
natural health and intuitive healing
training and experience to bring
a holistic approach to mentoring
individuals and families to achieve
health, happiness and harmony.
Ahhleeyah naturally inter weaves her
abilities to tune in and guide people
on their healing journey with ease
and grace.
Ahhleeyah offers an integrated
holistic nature based approach that is
unique to each individual and family.
Ahhleeyah is passionate about
community too and is always looking
to being involved in cooperative
projects that help the environment
and community to thrive.
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Our wonderful
nature
By ANDREW FRANCIS

Photo: JOHN FITZGERALD

WA R R A N D Y T E A B O U N D S w i t h
opportunities to enjoy natural landscapes
and wild animals, birds and reptiles up
close.
Although sometimes people would prefer
the reptiles to be a little more at arms length!
The natural beauty of our lovely town and
its environment is probably the reason a lot
of people move to and live here, happily, for
a very long time.
It seems fairly obvious, but certainly
researchers are in agreement that being
connected to and exposed to natural
environments has a very positive effect on
our mental and physical health, for a whole
variety of reasons.
In fact, the research has shown that even
just looking at pictures of nature on a
regular basis can reduce stress and improve
quality of life.
Enter the Warrandyte Nature Facebook
page…
People love being in and capturing their
special experiences of nature, and then
sharing those experiences with others.
The Warrandyte Nature page is a vehicle
for that purpose.
It’s also a great way to find out about parts
of Warrandyte you might never have know
existed! Get on it.

Photo: SUZANNE BRYSON-ABICAIR

Photo: DANE HENRICKSEN

Photo: SUE RODWELL

Photo: MUSSAN LEE
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wildlife
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Teapots of every shape, size and function
By JAMES POYNER
THE STONEHOUSE Gallery has taken
up the mantel of hosting this year's
Melbourne Teapot Exhibition.
Studio@Flinders started the annual
event back in 2004, but when the
gallery closed in 2016, the Stonehouse
Gallery was delighted to be given the
opportunity to extend the life of this
annual event.
38 artists have contributed a combined
total of 66 teapots (21 functional and 45
non-functional pieces).
The exhibition features a number
of prizes, of which a teapot from
both functional and non-functional
categories will be selected: excellence
i n d e s ig n ; h ig h l y c o m m e n d e d ;
encouragement; people’s choice.
Teapots have travelled from all over
Australia to be in this year’s exhibition
with the furthest all the way from
Budderim, Queensland.
Closer to home, entrants include
students from Marge Beecham’s pottery
group who work out of the old fire
station behind the Mechanics’ Institute.
But it is not only potters who have
been hard at work in the build-up to
this exhibition.

As well as a large advertising poster
supplied by Gardiner McGuiness, the
gallery has also received sponsorship
from Quinton’s Supa IGA Supermarket,
Warrandyte Community Bank Branch of
the Bendigo Bank and Rob Dolan wines.
The gallery also wished to acknowledge
Clayworks, GE and GE Kilns, Northcote
pottery and Walker Ceramics for their
donations towards prizes.
Additionally, local businesses took
part in the “Warrandyte Teapot Photo”
social media campaign where they
posted photos of their business using
teapots in unique ways.
Stonehouse artist and exhibition
curator Marymae Trench has extended
an invitation to all locals to come and
see the wonderful teapots on display.
“We are hoping that the Teapot
Exhibition will bring many new people
to Warrandyte, and that all local
businesses (including the Stonehouse
Gallery) will benefit from their visits.
“We always appreciate the support
from Warrandyte residents.
“Come and visit us at the Stonehouse
Gallery, 103 Yarra Street Warrandyte,”
she said.
The exhibition runs until August 15.

Photo: BILL MCAULEY

Pictured clockwise from above: Curators Marymae Trench & Jenny
John; entries from the Warrandyte Teapot Photo competition —
Riveresque; Ruby Tuesday; She Earth; The White Owl; Ivory Hearing.

WARRANDYTE MANIPULATIVE
PHYSIOTHERAPY CENTRE

9844 1566
Paul Gilling and Rebecca Van Der Jagt
2 Trezise Street Warrandyte Vic 3113
fax 9844 4090
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Abstract Australia: an interview with Jonathan Gemmell
By ROCHELLE KIRKHAM

IT WAS A LONG journey for Warrandyte
local, abstract artist Jonathan Gemmell
to exhibit his art at the Tokyo International
Art Fair earlier this year.
Through art, visitors are transported all
over the world, Jonathan’s pieces take
the observer on a journey through the
Australian bush and coastline.
The Tokyo International Art Fair
also provides crowds with a unique
opportunity to engage with artists; a paid
VIP night offers potential buyers first pick
of the art on show.
The European style fair is a bid by Tokyo
organiser Satoshi Maruhashi to grow the
shrinking art market in Japan by bringing
those interested in buying art together.
I came across Jonathan as I wandered
the aisles, enjoying the vibrant exhibits.
Drawn to his familiar accent, we chatted
about his work and journey to Tokyo.
Have you travelled to Tokyo for this
exhibition?
Yes, I’ve come from Melbourne to Tokyo to get
exposure and hopefully sell, but mainly to meet
some great contacts.
I don’t really care about the sales; it is just about
getting my art out there and getting feedback.

What has the response been to your work
so far?
A lot of the people are seeing the ocean, rainforests
and the hills, which is great considering abstract
is so different and broad.
It’s a personal art form — it’s whether your mind
can create the image and tell a story.
Where were you when you created these
pieces?
I was in my studio, but I like to stop when
driving and look over the views, the hills and the
mountains.
In Australia, there is so much to look at; it is one
of those peaceful things you can do when you are
driving through the countryside.
That was basically the story behind these paintings,
I went to Hanging Rock, went to all these different
hills and was inspired to create something relaxing
and soothing with greens and blues.
It is interesting that people in Japan are seeing
these as Australian pieces.
A lot of people are seeing Australia and its
vastness, compared to here in Tokyo, although
they are both unique and different and beautiful.
Art to me is like meditation, it’s a way to get out of
the hustle and the bustle of everyday life and just
stop to take it all in.
What sort of state of mind are you in when you
are creating your pieces?
Everything around me stops — if the phone rings I
wouldn’t hear it, everything just stands still.
It is a really peaceful area; I can paint for hours
and time will just go.
I can start at seven at night and finish at two in
the morning and not even have a clue of time

you know, music going and I just paint — it is
really relaxing.
I’m a landscape gardener by trade and I do this
as my side hobby, maybe one day I will be able
to paint full time.
As a landscaper you must be constantly
among the green and in the elements.
That’s right, nature is all around me, sun, plants
the gardens and textures.
What does it mean for you to bring your art to
Tokyo?
The feedback is amazing, to be in another country
and still get the positive response.
It is a big step to be invited, not everyone here was
invited to show.
It’s one of those things you don’t know until you
try.
You have to jump in the deep end and learn to
swim.
If someone buys them, they buy them; if they
don’t, they don’t.
I paint for my own enjoyment.
You can see Jonathan’s
work on his website:
www.artbymejwg.com

A WARRANDYTE KID
Life part 2

Daisy the cow delivered the milk,
her cream as smooth as the smoothest silk.
Early breakfast porridge and toast,
Bill the boarder got the most.
Every morning he skimmed the cream,
not a drop left, the bowl was clean.
Having a bath was a weekly event,
time in the bath should have been time well spent.
Except it was bucket cold water into the copper,
light up the fire good and proper.
Heat up the water but not too hot,
then bucket the water into a tin bath but not right to the top.
Then in hops my sister to soak away,
sister out then in goes my oldest brother who seemed to take all day.
Then one after another were my other two brothers,
then finally my turn would arrive,
by this time I thought I would never survive,
I knew what would be next because it happened each week,
I dreaded the words my second oldest brother did speak,
said he’d peed in the bath “had a really good “Wee”.
He always said this to upset me.
Into the bath would I then have to get,
Brown, luke warm water with a layer of grit,
just where I had get in and sit.
Mum even made me wash my hair,
I could never work out why it all seemed so unfair.
Holiday Monday, off to the Croydon market,
Mum and Dad with us kids in tow.
It was bigger than the Vicky or it seemed to me then, to be so,
Anything you wanted on the day,
a cow to a shovel, or a bale of hay,
Army surplus was all the go,
trousers, boots or even a well used 3.0.
KFC
Frank Cahill

??

Is your life affected by hearing issues?
Not hearing conversation? Keep asking people to repeat? Ringing in ear?

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC

A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte 9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

We are all ears to help you enjoy hearing again!
Your Local Caring Audiologist

Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte
www.ivoryhearing.com.au
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Warrandyte local: Craig Haslam
In y o u r r o l e o f c o o r d i n a t i n g
memberships and packages, how
have you made the tennis club
accessible to local families?

By SAMMI TAYLOR

Diary TV have launched a brandnew program, Warrandyte Local.
Each month we talk to someone
from the community about
what they love about being a
Warrandyte Local.
This month we meet Craig Haslam
from Warrandyte Tennis Club.
THE WARRANDYTE Tennis Club plays
a key role in the community, and at
its beating heart is head coach Craig
Haslam. Craig sat down with the Diary
to talk about why he loves tennis, his
job, and the “fun, outdoor community”
spirit in Warrandyte.
How did you first get involved with
the Warrandyte Tennis Club?
I was appointed Head Coach about
nine years ago. My role as the Head
Coach is to try to get as many people
in the community playing tennis as
possible. The club is a community
facility so we want as many people in
the community playing tennis. One
of my roles is not only organising the
coaching program, but also organising
membership offers and packages that
mean everyone gets a chance to play
tennis if they want to.

Well, traditionally tennis clubs have
high membership costs, you know,
$150 a year or so. But for someone
who’s starting out in tennis and just
wants to see if they’re interested and
the kids are interested, we offer $80 a
year family memberships. That gives
people the opportunity to just bring
the kids down, get the whole family
down to the club to play a couple of
games of tennis. You can come down
with the kids and have a go. Hopefully
that means people will get involved
in the club, the programs and the
competitions at the club.
When did your love of tennis begin?
I started playing tennis when I
was about 10 years old. By today’s
standards, that’s very late. I started
playing in Bulleen. I’ve also coached
at Doncaster Tennis Club, I played at
Donvale and other clubs in the area. I
moved to Warrandyte about 12 years
ago and ended up as the coach here. I
love the club, it’s fantastic, and I love
the community.

What is it that you love most about
coaching?
One of the reasons that I coach, and a
lot of the coaches that work with me
coach, is to see kids really having fun.
Watching them experience the same
thing that I experienced when I was
playing tennis as a kid, all the benefits
that tennis gave me and why I love
the sport. And I love seeing kids start
very young, we have two year olds in
coaching at the moment. it’s great to
see them get involved in a lifetime
sport.
What do you love most about
Warrandyte?
Since I moved to Warrandyte, I’ve been
amazed about how it’s just like a big
country town. I really love it. I have two
kids myself and I love the fact that the
kids can run around town and all the
parents are looking after all the kids.
Everyone gets behind the sporting
clubs. Everyone realises it’s great for

the kids to be active and the parents
really encourage it. It’s a very sporty
community, whether it’s personal
training or bike riding or whatever. It’s
a real outdoor, fun community.
And you love the Diary too?
I love the Warrandyte Diary! I think
it’s just fantastic that the community
can have a local paper where every
article in the paper is of some interest,
because you either know someone
who’s written the article or someone
that the article is about, or it’s about
something around the corner from
your house. The only paper I read
now is the Diary, I’m very interested
in everything that’s in it. I love keeping
in touch with the community.

your say
Tiger tracker
Have you seen a Tasmanian tiger
in the Warrandyte catchment?
Please call 0434 904 944.
I am independant searcher/
researcher.
It is a tan/brown color with stripes,
not a cat but a marsupial.
Michael Moss
Oakleigh

To see Craig’s video, head to
http://bit.ly/DiaryTV

Why is community support so
important to the club?
Support from the community is really
important. We want to provide the
best facilities to our members, making
sure there’s beautiful courts to play on
and a great club house too. Recently
we’ve been trying to attract major
sponsors from the community, and
Bendigo Bank has been huge in their
recent involvement in the tennis club.
We’ll be doing a lot of work with them
in the near future. We’re going to be
upgrading the club house, we’re going
to be putting in new court lights and
a new irrigation system to ensure the
club and the club house is in fantastic
condition.

National Awards to two of our
sensational stallholders!
Silver Medal Winner Gourmet Sausage Rolls are
made with grass fed beef
and a mix of fresh produce
all from local suppliers.
“All producers who enter the Australian Food Awards have
the opportunity to benchmark against competitors and
gain valuable product feedback from a panel of leading
industry experts. To be awarded a Silver Medal is beyond
expectations and with the Best in Class Medal yet to be
awarded, there is still the opportunity to be the best of the
best. These results will be announced at the Gala Dinner
in September.”
Bronze Medal Winner The Vietnamese Dipping
Sauce and Siam Chilli
Sambal under the category
of Savoury Sauce.

Deb Graham, Blue Pear Pantry

Simply Delectable

Hanh and Tran, Poppysmack Sauces

“PoppySmack produces homemade Asian sauces. Our goal is to bring the
excitement of Asian cuisine into everyone's home. We are happy to be able to share
our passion and our flavours with our cooking demonstrations”

Just the best! www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au
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corner of my eye
By JO FRENCH
MY THOUGHTS are jumping and
pushing for escape and I just cut you
off mid-sentence to take the floor.
It’s not that my thoughts are more
important than yours, it’s just that,
well, I have so much to say, and, yes, I
am a little bit rude.
You see, I don’t listen.
I don’t quite remember what you
were saying because while you were
talking, I was already working out what
I wanted to say in response.
The words are forming and before I
know it, they are tumbling out and I am
cutting you off.
I have to speak a little louder to speak
over you and make you realise I now
have something to add to the story.
Lucky for me, we are good friends —
we must be, because I’ve been doing
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SHHH! I’m listening
this for years and you still talk to me.
I’m sorry.
However, I caught myself in the act
the other day and made a conscious
decision to hold my tongue.
You will never guess what happened.
I actually heard the whole story.
And it was good!
Actually, it was so good, I thought I
would try it again sometime.
The next night at dinner, while the
table was bubbling with conversation,
I focused on one person at a time and
I listened.
I let them finish their stories
while I maintained eye-contact and
encouraged them with the occasional
nod.
The act of listening without thinking
is not an easy one, especially if it’s

not something you have done a lot
of before.
It took concentration and
determination, but it was well
rewarded.
I got to hear the end of Master 7’s
story of who found his school jacket.
This led on to more stories about who
is playing with whom in the school
yard and some of the complex issues
of being seven.
That was my bonus gift for not
rushing to fill a space.
I also got to hear some specific details
about the overseas holiday that Ms 23
has just returned from.
Words associated with feelings and
thoughts were added, rather than the
basics of ‘I went’ and ‘I did’.
The dinner table hummed rather

Help support the locals
by supporting the

WARRANDYTE LIONS
Over the past financial year, the Lions Club of
Warrandyte, a small group of people, have managed
through various avenues of fundraising to donate over
$55,000.00 to local organisations and $34,000.00 to
individuals in need.
Monies have been distributed to local schools and
churches, scouts and local sporting groups, charities,
disaster relief and local events.
Disadvantaged students have benefited, help has
been given to pensioners in varying ways and
awards, scholarships and sponsorships have been
handed to many of our local youth.
Please contact our president
Jenni Dean 0401 963 583
if you are able to assist us
in continuing our valuable
community work.

than shouted and I was thankful for
the awareness that had dawned on
me at last.
It’s not an easy road to walk; I have
years of interrupting to undo.
I sat back and watched a friend
recently who is a ver y good
conversationalist and listener.
I admire her greatly and we all benefit
when she is in the room.
With good posture and a calm voice,
she is able to ask each one of us
questions and allow the responses to
come out in all sorts of rhythms.
She gently pulls us back to the
original question if it was railroaded
by someone, like myself perhaps, and
makes sure the quiet ones get heard.
When it is her turn to answer a
question, I watch her take a breath
before she responds.
A micro-moment that makes all the
difference.
That’s next on my list.
To think and breathe before I speak.
To take a moment before I jump in.
I’m quite enjoying obser ving
others, paying attention to their body
language, listening with an open mind
rather than forming my response
prematurely.
Listening is not just hearing.
It requires putting your attention,
your interest, and your heart in to
understanding what is being said.
It’s not about staying quiet, but it is
about giving others the space to speak.
It’s asking questions of others and
allowing them the time to answer,
seeking clarification, encouraging
them to dig a little deeper.
These are worthwhile habits that we
need to adopt into our lives.
Some wise words from an ancient
time may encourage us on this journey.
Diogenes Laertius was a biographer
of the Greek philosophers and many
of his quotes are to be found scrawled
in fancy fonts around town.

But one in particular stands out
today:

“We have two ears and
only one tongue in order
that we may hear more
and speak less.”

It’s somewhat reassuring to know
that this problem goes way back, and
I mean way back.
This gentleman is from 3rd Century
AD, so I can take solace in knowing I
am not alone in the battle of whose
words win.
The art of conversation must
surely be listed as one of the finer
accomplishments of this life.
Those that do it well stand out in the
crowd; they make space for the quiet
ones to speak up and allow those that
come to conversation with agendas to
stand in line and wait their turn.
Learning to listen may take me
awhile; extroverts are especially known
for this little hiccup, but I’m on to it
now, so what was it you were saying?
jofrench.com.au

FACES
MICHAEL DE PETTA
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Ask Carolyn
Winter warmer
I need to escape the winter blues – can
you recommend somewhere warm?
Owen – North Warrandyte
At this time of year I gaze longingly at the
brochures in our office.
So many are adorned with pristine
tropical beaches, azure waters, silky sand
and sun drenched skies.
The great thing is that most are only a short plane
flight away and many offer great deals at this time
of year.
Fiji and Bali are long standing favourites of
Australian holiday makers, however for a cultural
change why not try New Caledonia.
New Caledonia is a unique and vibrant ethnic
mix consisting of the Kanak people, the earliest
inhabitants, European inhabitants, Asian
communities (from Indonesia, Japan, Vietnam...)
and peoples from other islands (Tahiti, Wallis and
Futuna, Reunion Island).
Blessed with stunning natural wonders including
the largest lagoon in the world; a UNESCO World
Heritage listed site, the second largest reef in
the world, this archipelago makes for a heavenly
holiday.
The sublime white sand beaches of Lifou, Ouvéa
and the Isle of Pines easily rival the world’s most
famous beaches.
The view from the top of the lighthouse,
inaugurated in 1865 on Phare Amédée, an idyllic
islet off the coast of Noumea, is absolutely stunning,
whilst a visit to the Tjibaou cultural centre to take
in some Kanak art is a must.
For nature lovers the Deva Estate at Bourail is the
site of New Caledonia’s largest surviving area of dry
forest, home to an outstanding diversity of plant
and wildlife species.
The rock outcrops known as the Hienghène “Hen”
and the Bourail “Bonhomme” (Old Man) form,
together with the Jokin cliffs in Lifou, are some of
New Caledonia’s most spectacular rock formations.
And for the thrillseekers a powered paraglider
flight at sunrise, floating high over the barrier
reef off the Bourail and Moindou coastline, is an
exhilarating once-in-a-lifetime experience.
New Caledonian vanilla is celebrated worldwide
for its exquisite taste.
Its subtle savour enhances many local specialities
and you can use it in your favourite baking recipes
back home — Yummy!
No visitor can resist the sparkling bays lining the
seafront in New Caledonia’s capital Noumea.
Anse Vata, Baie des Citrons and Promenade
Pierre Vernier are all delightful, whether you fancy
a leisurely stroll, a refreshing dip or a bit of retail
therapy.
New Caledonia has much to offer and sits right
on our doorstep in the South Pacific.

Carolyn Allen is Manager of Warrandyte Travel
and Cruise
Email: Carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

Tropical Queensland getaway
To escape the
Warrandyte winter chill
Diary reporter SEAN
WALES took a trip up
north to discover all that
Far North Queesnland
has to offer.
THERE can surely be few places so diverse in
beauty as Far North Queensland.
A 10-day getaway to Port Douglas, escaping the
Melbourne chill, confirmed this for me.
Whether it be the rolling hills of the Daintree
Rainforest or the marvel that is the Great Barrier
Reef, or in fact the Tablelands, where dairy farms
meet rainforest-hidden waterfalls, this is truly
one special place.
There are many ways to experience Far North
Queensland.
Setting up camp in Port Douglas is a good start.
45 minutes from Cairns, it is a great launching
pad for those wishing to explore Australia’s North.
You could, of course, pass all of your time
relaxing by a resort pool, feet up sipping on a
martini, or on Four Mile Beach, the stunning
beach that surrounds Port Douglas, with views
of the rainforest clearly visible on a sunny day.
But to truly do the upper north the justice it
deserves, there’s only one way to really uncover

its many wonders; on four wheels.
Whether you hire a car, as we did, or drive up
there yourself, by having your own car you are free
to explore all this region has to offer.
By getting away from the myriad of tour buses
and travel companies, you allow yourself the
opportunity to engage personally with the
astonishing array of natural beauty.
An hour and a half north of Port Douglas lies
Cape Tribulation, where the Great Barrier Reef
truly does meet the Daintree Rainforest.
The roads are quieter, and admittedly, more
rugged.
But it’s where north Queensland’s diverse
nature and ocker-like character shines.
We were also able to explore the much quieter,
both literally and in terms of tourist numbers,
Atherton Tablelands, about two hours south of
Port Douglas and inland from Cairns.
We saw just a couple of tour buses, compared
to tens in the Daintree and I didn’t even bother
counting how many I saw in and around Port
Douglas.
Driving through the Tablelands you would think
you were in the English countryside.
Alas, we weren’t.
We were still in tropical Far North Queensland,
but it had a different feel to it.
Green paddocks making up numerous farms
passed by our car windows, as we made our way
to a quaint dairy farm, tucked away in the hills
of Mungalli.
A quick scone and iced coffee made on the very
land we were sitting on and we were off, to explore
another spectacular part of the Tablelands; the
waterfalls.
Five minutes away from vast farmland and we
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Diary Goes Global
were suddenly immersed in dense forestry and
trekking our way along muddy paths towards
countless waterfalls.
Back in Port Douglas and it was time for a trip
out to the Reef.
We again opted for a more private tour, avoiding
the over-crowded boats crammed with a hundred
plus people.
Our boat, run by the Wavelength company,
was capped at 30 and provided a more intimate
experience of snorkelling the Great Barrier Reef.
With my flippers on and mask firmly over my
face, I dived into the Great Barrier Reef.
Over three hours of snorkelling at the famous
Opal Reef and I was again in awe at the diversity
of this region.
In 10 days, we had seen over a dozen remarkable
waterfalls, walked along some of Australia’s best
beaches, swam in the famous Mossman Gorge
in the Daintree and then snorkelled (what
is arguably) Australia’s most famous natural
landmark.
There truly is no place quite like tropical Far
North Queensland.
Unfortunately, rising sea temperatures due to
climate change threatens the very existence of the
Reef and therefore the region itself.
I hope for everyone’s sake Far North Queensland
remains as spectacular as it is now and we can all
chip in, to not only maintain the diversity of this
almighty region, but actually improve it at the
same time.

Been on an adventure?
Send us your travel stories.
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Chris “Chewy” Padgham sent us this from the Scout jamboree in Norway:
In the north of Norway for the Scout jamboree, we met some Sami.
The Sami are the Indiginious people of Lapland which spans northern
Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia.
As well as being nomadic herders of reindeer they are also avid readers
of the Warrandyte Diary.
Send your entries to info@warrandytediary.com.au with Diary Goes Global
in the subject line and be in the running to win a weekend away at Crystal
Brook Holiday Park.

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

The only place to stay in
a cabin, in a caravan or
for a camping experience
Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover
‘al fresco’ area
Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
We host local birthday parties!
Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!
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Chinese sister school visits Warrandyte
By JOE CARUANA
LAST YEAR 14 Year 9s spent six
weeks in China as part of the Young
Victorian Leaders to China program.
I was lucky enough to join them.
Part of this life changing
experience involved spending two
weeks attending classes at our sister
school in China: Suzhou Industrial
Park Xinghai Experimental Middle
School.
Warrandyte High students last year
experienced life as a student in our
Chinese sister school.
They als o were in homestay
accommodation provided by
wonderful and welcoming parents
whose son or daughter attends our
sister school.
In sister school spirit, this year,
from July 22–29, Warrandyte High
School proudly hosted 15 Year 7

students and two teachers from
Suzhou Industrial Park Xinghai
Experimental School.
For one week, our visiting Chinese
sister school students experienced
life as a student at Warrandyte High
School.
Food Technology, Maths, English
and Italian classes featured as
some of their favourite learning
experiences.
Wonderfully, several of our sister
s cho ol students attende d the
Warrandyte High School Music and
Writers Camp and even performed
at the recent WHS Music Concert.
Excursions to Puffing Billy and to
Government House, the Shrine and
Southbank also featured in their
exciting week with us.
Our students loved the experience
of having our sister school students

studying amongst us.
Our visitors were full of praise for
the experience they received.
A special thank you is extended
to the 14 Warrandyte High School
families who each volunteered to be
a homestay provider for one of our
visiting sister school students.
One family hosted two students
— twins!
Two of our staff members each
hosted one of the two visiting
teachers for the week which was
also wonderful.
Luna Park, the zoo, the Chocolate
Factory were among the places
some of our homestay families took
their Chinese homestay student
throughout the week.
A wonderful, enriching cultural
experience all round came to the
Warrandyte High School community.

Music and writing concert
By JOE CARUANA
WARRANDYTE HIGH School’s Music
and Writing Concert was held on
Wednesday July 26.
Fresh from the Music and Writers
Camp, the students were engaging and
exceedingly entertaining.
The poetry and prose was poignant
whilst the musical numbers reflected
a true level of exciting talent.

Visiting students from our sister
school in China also attended the
Music Camp and indeed performed
at the Music Concert!
What talent!
Brod Ashmole, Barry Carozzi and
indeed all of the music staff, as well
as all of the many talented students,
should be proud for staging such a
night of magic.

Charter Bus from Warrandyte to Billanook daily
2017 College Tours
Saturday 2 September - Saturday Morning College Tour
Wednesday 11 October - School at Work Tour
Thursday 30 November - School at Work Tour

An Independent, Co-educational School
in the tradition of the Uniting Church
Educating children from
Early Learning to Year 12

Reserve your spot now at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark
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Ninja warriors invade Warrandyte Primary School
By TRACEY MAILE
FOLLOWING THE huge ratings success
of the Australian Ninja Warrior TV
programme recently, there have been
numerous sightings of some compact
ninja warriors at Warrandyte Primary
School.
Like the Pokemon Go craze of 2016, many
adults are dismissing this as a fad that will
disappear as quickly as it appeared.
However, in an interview with some 11
and 12 year old junior ninjas, it became
clear that this is something that has been
quietly developing in the playground for
years, with 2017 being the year that ninja
warriors officially arrived.
Ned pointed out that kids have been
playing Marco Polo at school since before
he even started in Prep.
“We work out how to get around the
playground without touching the ground
— we can use rocks, tables, the play
equipment, the retaining walls — we

can jump or swing from one thing to the
next, but you’re out if your feet touch the
ground.”
Hudson pointed out that many kids have
been developing their parkour skills for
quite a few years too, watching YouTube
videos of young people jumping, flipping
and vaulting over walls, railings and other
features of the urban landscape.
“We have four main sets of playground
equipment at school, apart from the
Prep playground, so we have different
challenges at each one,” Hudson
explained.
“We’ve got lots of places we can try out
our parkour skills.”
A number of the group admitted that they
work on their parkour and Ninja Warrior
techniques at home.
When the Diary asked what kind of
obstacles and challenges they use — and
once anonymity was assured — most
admitted to doing flips and leaps around

the lounge room furniture and off beds.
Young Lachlan was adamant that the
Ninja Warrior craze is good, healthy fun,
even if it means the occasional broken
bone or sprain.
“We just like being outside, running and
jumping and climbing,” he said.
“It’s really good when someone does a flip
for the first time,” added Beau.
“Or if someone gets from one end of the
monkey bars to the other end and they
haven’t done it before,” he said.
All agreed that they hope the Ninja
Warrior program continues on Australian
TV long enough for them to be eligible
to apply.
When this reporter suggested that perhaps
there might be a junior Ninja Warrior
version one day, a dozen potential
applicants leapt at the suggestion.
The producers of the TV show would
do well to start their talent search at
Warrandyte Primary School.

The mystery of Johansons Road
By TRACEY MAILE
JOHANSONS Road is actually named
after a Danish family, the Johansens,
who moved into Warrandyte hard
on the heels of the gold strikes in the
late 1800s.
They farmed the area and sent
their children to Warrandyte Primary
School.
Freddie Johansen was at the school
in the 1890s, and his grandson,
Darryl, recently dropped in to have a
look around and talk to the students
about the family’s long association
with the school.
Darryl told the Diary that the
spelling of Johansons Road remains
a mystery to the family, but he
confirmed that the old family farm
boundaries are still discernible along

the road.
“Nobody knows why the spelling
wasn’t the same as the Danish
spelling of our family name.
It ’s b e e n a s o u rc e o f s o m e
annoyance in the family for years!”
he said.
Darryl himself has had a fascinating
career as an Australian Chess
Grandmaster, winning the Australian
Chess Championship a record six
times and representing Australia at
14 international Chess Olympiads.
Darryl brought his love of chess to
Warrandyte Primary School several
years ago, teaching students at the
school’s Chess Club for five years
until he handed the reins over to
other instructors.
“Melbourne is one of the best
places in Australia for chess,” Darryl

told the Diary.
“There’s a strong chess culture here.
“Chess teaches strong analytical
skills, how to win and lose, logic,
memory, strategy, pattern recognition
and how to systematically work
through options and alternatives and
it’s fun.” he added.
Warrandyte Primary School’s Chess
Club remains a popular lunchtime
activity for students from Prep
to Grade Six, with a professional
instructor coming in to teach
each week, and with the student
Chess Club leaders running chess
tournaments every term.
There is no doubt that Darryl
Johansen is quite the hero to the
student chess players at Warrandyte
Primary School.

Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

Coughs, colds or other winter ailments getting you
Proudly supporting the community since 2002
down?
When you are suffering from a cold, cough or chest infection
Spring is coming!
your breathing muscles have to work lot harder, therefore
may
become
tight,why
tired
overworked.
With they
the short
winter
days gone,
notorprepare
yourself for
the longer spring days by popping into Warrandyte
Osteopathy
and letting one
of our greatand
Osteopaths
look after
Come
into Warrandyte
osteopathy
let us help
you
you!

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko
Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast
Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

out!

We are
open
6 6days
soeither
either
us9844
on 9844
We are
open
daysaa week,
week, so
callcall
us on
2465, 2465,
totomelbourneosteopathy.org
go online
go online
melbourneosteopathy.org andand
followfollow
the the
prompts
to
make
a
booking.
prompts to make a booking.
We hope to see you soon!

Shop 2, 90-92
Shop 2, 90-92
Melbourne
Hill Road
Melbourne
Hill Road
Warrandyte,
3113
Warrandyte, 3113
(Next
to Ruby Tuesday)
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)
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What you need to know before lodging your tax return

finance
By BRIAN SPURRELL
THIS MONTH’S column will
primarily focus on assisting
readers who may need to lodge
their first tax return because
this is the first year you have
earned assessable income, e.g.
school leavers and tertiary
students.
It may also be relevant to
other low income individuals,
but due to space constraints,
the information below does
not cover the additional
inf orm ation rele vant t o
seniors, pensioners and selffunded retirees.
If you are in this latter
category you may wish to
access information relevant to
your particular circumstances
o n w w w. a t o . g o v. a u /
Individuals/Taxreturn/2017/
Before -you-start/Do-youneed-to-lodge-a-tax-return.
Do I need to lodge a tax
return?
Yes — if you had tax withheld
from payments made to you
irrespective of the amount of
wage or salary income you
earned, as you may be entitled
to a tax refund.
Ye s — i f y o u r e c e i v e d
payments in the form of interest,
dividends or distributions from
investments or from a trust or
partnership and your taxable
income is more than:
$18,200 and you were 18 years
or older on June 30 2017 and
you were an Australian resident
for tax purposes for the full year
or, $416 and you were under 18
years old at June 30 2017.
Yes — if you had a reportable
fringe benefits amount
or a reportable employer
superannuation contribution

o n y o u r PAY G p a y m e n t
summary (previously called a
group certificate).
Yes — if you were entitled to
the private health insurance
rebate but you did not claim
your correct entitlement as a
premium reduction.
Yes — if you carried on a
business even if you made a
loss.
Yes — if you sold property
or investments resulting in a
capital gain or loss.
Franking Credits
If you received dividends or
distributions that included
franking credits reflecting tax
paid by the entity making the
distribution and your taxable
income was such that you would
not otherwise be required to
lodge a tax return you can claim
a refund of your franking credits
by downloading from the ATO
website Form NAT 4105 and
lodge your claim either online,
by mail or simply phone 13
28 65.
Non-Lodgment Advice
If after reading the above you
believe you are not required
to lodge your 2017 personal
income tax return you may
wish to complete a 2017 nonlodgment advice form available
on the ATO website.
This will avoid receiving a
lodgment demand from the
ATO if you have been in receipt
of assessable income or have
lodged tax returns in prior
years.
Lodging Online with myTax
If you prefer to prepare and
lodge your own personal
income tax return online please

log into the ATO website www.
ato.au/Individuals/Lodgingyour-tax-return/Lodge-online/
and familiarize yourself with
how to use the software and
watch the demonstration video.
Then you access myTax
through myGov by following
the menu options: Tax> Income
Tax> Lodge Return>Lodge.
You can lodge your tax return
on your computer, smartphone
or tablet.
myDeductions App
An excellent companion tool
available on the ATO website
is the myDeductions App
which you can download and

find more information about
at www.ato.gov.au/General/
Online-services/ATO-app/
myDeductions/.
This tool makes it easier and
more convenient to keep your
tax deductions and income
records on your device and is
ideal for individuals claiming
work related expenses or
business income and expenses.
Best of all, you can upload
your myDeductions data to
prefill your tax return if you are
lodging online with myTax.
Availability of Pre-filled
information from the ATO
The ATO collects a huge

amount of information relevant
for completing your tax return
which is available either by
using myTax which the ATO
automatically pre-fills for you,
or through your tax agent’s
access to the information via
the Tax Agent’s Portal.
U n l e s s y o u a re c e r t a i n
you have all the relevant
documentation needed to
complete your tax return, or
to provide to your tax agent,
it is recommended that you
wait until mid-to late August
before completing and lodging
your tax return either through
myTax or through a registered
tax agent.
The ATO has advised that they
are unlikely to have received
all of the information from
providers until this time.
This should then ensure the
accuracy and completeness
of your tax return when the
prefilled information is cross
checked against the records you
have retained and the need to
lodge an amended tax return
can then be avoided.
When Must I Lodge My
Return?
Unless you are using a
registered tax agent to prepare
and lodge your return, you will
need to lodge your return by
October 31 2017.
Tax agents normally have
until May 15 2018 to complete
lodging their client’s returns.
Should I Use a Registered
Tax Agent?
If you feel competent
t o u s e m y Ta x s o f t w a r e
and are confident of your
understanding of assessable
income that must be disclosed

and allowable deductions
that may be claimed and you
have adequate documentation
supporting your claims and
your tax situation is quite
straight forward.
Why not give myTax a try
as the ATO is endeavoring to
provide more and more tools
and information to assist selfpreparers.
If you have doubts about
your competence and /
or your circumstances are
more complicated, then it is
recommended you seek the
services of a registered tax
agent who may well enlighten
you as to a number of ways you
can increase your tax refund
or arrange your affairs so as to
reduce your tax liability and of
course reduce the chance of
making mistakes.
Tax agent’s fees are tax
deductible as is the cost of
visiting and communicating
with your tax agent.
Your homework is to log on to
the ATO website and research
the information available that is
relevant to your circumstances.
Use the tool, “Do I need to
lodge a tax return” and open up
myTax through myGov and see
if it is for you.
Disclaimer:
The content of this article is
not intended to be used as
professional advice and should
not be used as such. If you have
any questions you should consult a registered tax agent.
Brian Spurrell FCPA CTA, Director, Personalised Taxation
& Accounting Services Pty Ltd.
0412 011 946

Hurstbridge Wattle Festival
Sunday 27 August 10am

The Hurstbridge Wattle
Festival is a celebration of heritage, environment
and community. Head through Diamond Creek into
Hurstbridge village and enjoy the stunning display of
wattles in full bloom. Festival goers can enjoy a great
range of live entertainment and displays as well as a
family friendly night market.
wattlefestival.org.au

living &
learning
nillumbik

Look out for special discounts when you
enrol during Adult Learners Week!

Adult Learners Week
Join us for the launch of Share, Learn,
Connect: Reflections 2013-2017
a publication that celebrates
the transformative power of
learning, for the individual and
for the community.
Thursday 7 September, 11.30am-1pm
Living & Learning Nillumbik
119 Cowin Street, Diamond Creek
Lunch and a free copy of the
publication included.
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

Eltham Library
Community Gallery (ELCG) 2018
Applications close Saturday 26 August
Exhibition proposals are sought from individual artists,
artist groups or organisations and curators who live, work
or study in Nillumbik, or have strong, ongoing links to
the Shire. ELCG exhibitors are assisted with subsidised
gallery hire of only $38 per week, insurance available for
eligible exhibitors for just $22, no commission on sales,
support with installation and promotions and inclusion in
ELCG’s annually published exhibition program.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ELCGapplication

Quick Response Grants
Council’s Quick Response Grants support local
groups and organisations by funding small projects
that meet an identified community need.

Sunday 15 October

10am-4.30pm

Edendale, Gastons Road, Eltham
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eco-building, retrofitting and lifestyle
Workshops and demonstrations
Sustainable gardening and land management
Live music
Market stalls
Kids space with craft and entertainment

Quick Response Grants could be used for community
events, materials or equipment, consultant fees, pilot
programs or promotional materials.
Applications open on 1 July each year and remain open
until funds are expended.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/grants

www.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/pgfestival
@nillumbikshire

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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To make a difference

true stories
Arthur Watson is a 97-year-old
Warrandyte resident.
He served in the RAAF in
World War Two and later was a
mechanical engineer until his
retirement, designing cars for
General Motors Holden.
Arthur is also a prolific
storyteller and we are privileged
to be able to offer you some of
his true tales in the Diary over
the coming months.
UT MARGARET, you asked me that
question many, many years ago and
why do you ask me today?
Because you have changed your
mind.
Well yes, I did, and I will tell you why.
At the time I was so scared, in myself and for all
the free loving people of the world.
In a sneaking bombing air raid on Pearl
Harbour, they started World War Two and made
a declaration of war on America some hours after
the attack.
It was the 7th of December 1941.
The results were tragic.
Most of the American navy was at the bottom of
the ocean, along with the entire harbour shipping
service installations out of action.
America was not ready for war — far from it —
and was caught with her socks down.
We asked, “how could Japan do this?” they were
peace loving folks like us all, but they had an evil
war intent.
Not the people but the war mongering blighters
of cabinet, who lived by the moto of “do or die”
life style.
Moreover, it was Christmas time.
The world was in shock and in disarray.
America awestricken, the President, Mr
Roosevelt, threatening total annihilation of Japan.
I say to you my dear sister, I was nineteen years
of age and mad, sad, and facing the fear of combat.
I will stop the bastards and fight.
I joined the R.A.A.F. and served six years, two
in combat.
Now the enemy with a massive trained army and
a mighty navy, knowing that they had destroyed
the U.S. Fleet and their service docks, were well
ahead in their war-time plans.
They made massive advances down south,
capturing the Philippines, the Malayan Straits,
Singapore and Port Moresby.
In two years, they had won all the battles and
were about to take on Australia.
But two things they did not know.
1.	They had extended their front line so far
south with little chance of replacing men and
supplies because America was sinking many
of the Jap troop ships.

2.	They had no idea of the tremendous build-up
of war-time equipment.
The States built up a massive force in the navy,
the air force, and the army, fully trained with war
ships, aeroplanes, guns, bombs and all being
produced in abundance.
I saw islands just covered with tires, bomber
planes, ammunition and ten ton aerial bombs,
and food.
As soldiers, we had the best.
Some time in 1942 the winning ways changed.
Two major battles put the “States” in front.
The naval battle of Midway was the turning
point.
All this only six months — and I repeat — only
six months after the attack on Pearl Harbour.
The 4th of June 1942 Admiral Nimitz
Commander of the Pacific Fleet gave an order to
send out a number of search planes to find the
enemy fleet, somewhere in the Pacific Ocean,
“just a hunch” and with the odds against us.
He was told that the area was too far out for
combat as our planes may not have enough fuel
to return back to the ship.
“Have them off within fifteen minutes”, he
instructed.
All the planes left on time.
This was one of the most decisive sea battles
of the war.
One hour later, an aircraft named Strawberry
One called the Admiral very excitedly:
“I have the whole Jap navy in sight.”
The pilot was screaming:
“Strawberry One, enemy navy bearing X
degrees’ longitude, by Z degrees’ latitude.”
The ship replied:
“Denmark Rose, S.W.P.A., a major combat
order, destroy the Jap carriers”
All the ships loud speakers were opened with
the sailors listening to the fly boys in combat,
dropping their bombs.
They were bright, happy screaming as they dived
on the target below.
This was their first dive attack on the Jap fleet.
After some thirty minutes:
"Strawberry One to Denmark Rose, Damage
report."
The two aircraft carriers were fully on fire and
sinking, along with one battle ship.
Three transports sunk with at least six other class
vessels badly damaged; the remainder retreating.
"Returning to Denmark Rose, over n' out.”
This event was world class news and a big lift to
the moral of the servicemen.
A few months later, the Allies followed up with
another battle, the Coral Seas campaign on 4th to
the 8th of May 1942.
I am pleased to say that my family played an
important part in that event.
My father’s brother an R.A.A.F path finder
plotted and led our Air Force fighters to the battle
area for a successful campaign.
This was the second turning point.
The Japs were making an all-out Australian
invasion; they planned to have New Guinea as a
southern supply base.
Most Allied Forces were making a desperate fist
of this campaign — Australia held itself in fear.
The Coral Seas, we had to win.
The enemy was tough, going for broke.
Both sides gave their all, very aggressive and
fought to their death, and used up most of their
supplies.
The Japs were now on a losing side, in campaigns
from this date, they lost control of the sea.
Its fighters being trashed and received some of
the disasters they had dished out to our soldiers.
Closing in on the Japanese mainland, the world
war leaders had to make a decision as to whether
to carry the fighting into Japan and its people.
This would mean a longer war, and millions of
dead on both sides.
Serious as it appeared it was not favoured.
By now, Mr Truman was President of America.
He wanted to end the war and bring back his
soldiers.
Secretly he had the answer.
At this time, unknowingly, I was flying in a
restricted combat area as flight engineer and with
guns blasting from two American Cobra fighter
planes, we were told to vacate and fast.
They followed us for twenty minutes into the
safety of a code blue land area.
They were authorized to shoot us down.
It was the secret Atom bomb area.

My pilot knew he was off course and reported it
to operations’ on landing.
The night of August 6 1945, most of the world
rested only to be woken by the loudest man made
noise ever.
A United States bomber, a B29 aircraft named
Enola Gay commanded by Col. Paul Tibbits
dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima.
This bomb dictated the terms of surrender.
The Japanese did not reply, so a second atomic
weapon was delivered and dropped on Nagasaki.
The war was over.
Well not quite, the big three, Mr Winston
Churchill, English Prime Minister, Mr Harold
Truman, American President, Mr Joseph Stalin
Russian leader, on the 17th of August 1945 all
met at Potsdam in Germany to tidy up the peace
treaties.
That in itself is a major story for another time.
But during the meeting, Mr Truman happened
to mention that America had a powerful new
weapon, and Mr Stalin replied, “yes we have
that also.”
Surprised, Mr Truman later found out that it
was not secret.
American spies had passed on the details of the
Atom bomb.
This was registered as the cold war period.
For a time the Yanks had atomic bombs in the
air 24 hours a day.
Peace time now, go into reverse, to our free
happy life style.
It was not easy with getting all the soldiers back
to the main land, taking care of the POWs, sick and
injured was a big ask and well done.
As for me, the war was not over.
Squadron Leader Stan Jaffer was given the
responsibility of bringing home the POWs, and
asked me to assist.
I did.
I removed bomb bay racks from the aircraft and
fitted camp stretchers.
One morning I was down the flight path with
two service men repairing an engine, I saw an
aeroplane flying, and watched it land.
It was a Japanese unit.
It taxied to the parking bay where we three were
standing and stopped the engines.
I was excited, never seen a Jap before, why were
they here?
Also I was aware that I was the only noncommissioned officer on deck and was
responsible for their movements.
Watching the door open, I stood closer.
The first thing that caught my eye was the best
kept black highly-polished flying boots I ever saw.
He stepped down, stood tall.
In a flash, one of the servicemen made a grab
for his sword.

He was pushing, pulling at the handle and
fouling the officers uniform.
I pushed, banging the service man, trying to
pull his arm free.
The officer snatched at my arm and hung on.
In a moment we all cleared.
For some seconds a real hand wrist slapping
fight was on.
I called the servicemen to attention and dressed
him down, with delight from the visitors.
Then, the service men were told to march away
ten paces and stand firm.
A fight with no words spoken.
It was a four, five-minute war in peace time.
I walked to the pilots who were smiling with
their hand held out to shake, I saluted, and they
both shook my hands.
A Command car arrived with the Duty Officer
and took over my little war zone and cared for
the visitors.
The engine service carried out, I sent the
servicemen back to base and waited for the pilots
to return.
They were driven to their plane by a staff car,
filled with top brass, who saluted them.
As a final deed.
Walking to their plane, they saw me and turned
to join me.
Both smiling, with hands extended in a happy
bright expression from head to toe.
It seemed to me as though we three wanted to
say more and thank each other.
They spoke little English.
At the controls they started the engines.
Turning to take off, both stuck heads out waving
with good intent.
They were great ambassadors, I liked them.
I had been at the strip for four hours and felt a
little misty, unsettled, unusual and asked myself
why?
For six years I have been bombing, hating,
believing them as evil scum of the earth.
And over the years I have said so.
But my dear sister, yes in just a short while
I saw those two men as civilized teachers of
humanity.
Meeting these men, I now know there are
two well groomed, loving, carefree, Japanese
gentlemen who stand in for millions of others
of their land.
They are human beings, loving and living up
the daylight just as you and I do.
Furthermore they came and signed the peace
terms.
I could not but change my mind.
Love you sister Margaret

Arthur

28 Warrandyte Diary

gardening

AUGUST 2017

Gardening under a yellow sun

By KATHY GARDINER
“How wonderful yellow is…it stands for
the sun” — Vincent Van Gogh.
WHEN THE days are cold and it is
difficult to get out into the garden it is
lovely to see the bright pops of colour
in the Warrandyte bush and gardens.
And yellow is one of the most
pronounced.
The yellow of the wattles… both the
good and the bad.
Yellow of the daffodils
Yellow of the wattle
Yellow of the native clematis
Yellow of the eastern rosella wing,
the currawongs eye, the cockatoo crest
Yellow flowering spikes of the
succulent aeonium arboreum but we
also have the yellow “nasties”: oxalis,
gorse, cootamundra wattle, boneseed,
broom and sweet pittosporum.
Weedy cootamundra wattles abound
in Warrandyte.
Beautiful yellow balls of flowers
with grey foliage but they are not
indigenous to the area, and if we can,
we should try to knock them out and
replant with the local favourites.
The black wattles (acacia mearmsii),
blackwoods (acacia melanoxylon),
golden wattles (acacia pycnantha),
spreading wattles (acacia genistifolia),
gold dust wattles (acacia acinacea),
cinnamon wattles (acacia leprosa),
myrtle wattles (acacia myrtifolia) and
prickly moses (acacia verticilllata) to
name a few.
Wattle is quick to grow and most
varieties grow easily from seed.
For a tree or shrub, wattles are shortlived (around 7–12 years) which makes
them good pioneer plants in new
gardens, providing shelter for slower
growing plants while they establish.
Hop goodenia (goodenia ovata) are
another local native.
So easy to grow in most situations
with a gorgeous, delicate yellow flower
on green branches.

About one metre high with a weeping
habit.
Maybe plant a yellow box (eucalyptus
melliodora).
They grow 10-22m tall so make sure
you plan where they are to go and
look out for electrical and phone wires
overhead.
They have beautiful trunks and a
broad, spreading crown.
Their flowers provide an excellent
source of honey.
I have three hives here as I have many
yellow box on the drainage line at the
side of the property.
The yellow grevillea “moonlight” is a
tough one and flowers all year round.
It is great as a feature plant due to
its flower power but also makes an
effective informal screen or hedge.
Also a great cut flower and bird
attracting, it is a fantastic choice for
the Warrandyte garden.
O f c ou r s e p ro t e a s, b a n k s i a s,
grevilleas, and leucadendrons (all
flowering well into August) are very
hardy but it is also wonderful to bring
sprays of them inside both for the
fragrance and the show of colour to
brighten a lounge room.
Early flowering daffodils and jonquils
will be finishing now.
Deadhead the faded flowers but
allow the leaves to brown off and
wither away.
This might look ugly for a while but
resist cutting them back as the bulbs
need these deadening leaves so they
can replenish their food storage.
Winter is potato planting season
There are lots of different ways to
grow potatoes.
Traditionally in the vegetable garden
in trenches but you can also grow
layered in an old laundry basket or in
a cylinder of chicken wire.
Less room is needed and more
exciting to harvest.
Seed potatoes are available at

nurseries now.
Make sure you add loads of organic
matter (animal manure, and rotted
compost) when planting.
You can plant onions seeds now as
well.
A handful of lime should be added to
soil when planting — onions like lime.
Onions planted now will be ready to
harvest in late summer.
You might want to experiment with
tree onions or golden shallots in the
veggie garden.
August is a great time to plant broad
beans, cabbage, silver beet, lettuce,
radish, rhubarb, and asparagus,
parsley cress and turnips; tomato
seedlings are sometimes available in
August but maybe leave it for a little
longer as the cold weather really
knocks them around; unless of course
you are lucky enough to have a hot
house you can protect them in.
Don’t forget the roses!
They will need handfuls of organic
food to help the developing buds and
new spring growth.
Mulching will be beneficially either
with rotting compost or cow manure.
While you are at it throw some animal
manure around your fruit trees.
Ye s, you w i l l s me l l d e l i c i ou s
afterwards but it is a great time to get
out there.
Any work done in the garden now is
beneficial for the quickly approaching
spring.
Life gives you lemons
Yellow lemons are in abundance on
trees now but make sure at the end of
August to fertilise your citrus as most
will be developing yellow leaves.
That is also the time to prune, and
also remove dead or sickly branches.
While speaking of lemons —
remember they have so many uses
around the house — not just for the
slices to put in your gin and tonic.

Do not freeze whole lemons as once
it thaws it will only be good for puree.
You can freeze the juice in ice block
containers, the zest or peel can also be
frozen in freezer bags.
Google household hints using lemons
— everything from health and beauty
to laundry uses and cleaning.
A lemon or a part of a lemon should
never be thrown away.
Yellow does “stand for the sun” but it
also represents freshness, happiness,
positivity, clarity, energy, optimism,
e n l i g h t e n m e n t , re m e m b ra n c e,
intellect, honour, loyalty, and joy.
Wishing you all these and more this
August.

NORTH EAST LINK

COMMUNITY INFORMATION SESSION
We’re fixing the missing link in Melbourne’s freeway network.
Come along to talk to our specialists, learn more and tell us what’s
important to you.

Or join the conversation online at
northeastlink.vic.gov.au

northeastlink.vic.gov.au
1800 941 191
community@northeastlink.vic.gov.au

Translation service
For languages other than
English, please call 9679 9896.
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

ZO770483

Saturday 19 August, 10am - 1pm
Warrandyte Primary School, Forbes St, Warrandyte

AUGUST 2017

Warrandyte Diary 29

Bullants blast Jets in Grand Final victory
By AMELIA DREW
IN THE U13/3 Netball competition, the
Serpell Jets were the clear favourites,
coming into the finals with a win/
lose record of 10–1, compared to the
Warrandyte Bullants 6–5.
However, the Bullants had been the
victors in the Jets one and only loss of
the season, giving the underdogs some
needed confidence in the final.
The Jets started the game like the
favourites with a 3–1 first quarter,
which was repeated in the second
quarter only because the Bullants
snuck a goal on the half time siren.
It was looking bleak for Warrandyte
Bullants at half time but by three
quarter time they had the premiership
within reach.
Aggressive defence by Scarlett
Preston, a lot of hard work through the
centre and around goal and accurate

shooting from Amber Gedge saw the
Bullants mount a solid third quarter
comeback, entering the final quarter
trailing 10–8.
Both teams fought with everything
they had in the final quarter, setting
the large crowd on edge.
The Bullants drew level with 90
seconds to go after a see-sawing nine
minutes and with both teams playing
so well, it was impossible to tell who
would win.
The Bullants hit the front with 30
seconds left in the game but the Jets
still had a chance to level the scores as
they took the ball to the centre restart.
When the Bullants forced the turn
over with only seconds left, their last
goal proved to be the winner.
As the siren sounded, there were
cheers and tears for both sides with the
Warrandyte Bullants winning 14–13.

Warrandyte Netball Club
takes finals by storm
By KIRSTY PRING
THE WINTER season for Warrandyte
Netball Club recently drew to a
close with 13 out of their 20 teams
making it to the finals series of
games.
Nine of t hose teams were
competitive enough to make it to
the Grand Finals with six teams
taking out the win for the day.
The Club had coverage across all
age groups in the Grand Final which
is an enormous achievement for the
club and its dedicated netballers.
The Opens had three teams in the
Grand Finals with the Open As
taking out the win against Donvale
Netball Club.

Photos: SCOTT PODMORE

Unfortunately, the Open Bs were
defeated by Eltham 37–42, and
the Open Cs went down in a nail
biter of a game losing by just two
points to DYC.
There were two wins in the U15s
age group with the U15/4s winning
42–14 and the U15/3s winning
against DYC by one point in the
dying minutes of the game.
Competition took a break over the
school holidays and re-commenced
with the Spring season on 22 July
2017.
It looks to be another competitive
season for Warrandyte Netball Club
and they look forward to taking out
many more wins across the season.

No winter chills for
Pennant teams gain momentum
Warrandyte Cricket Club
heading into tennis finals
By MARK FORD-LEARNER
WARRANDYTE winter tennis has
picked up from where the summer
t e a m s l e ft o f f , w i t h t h e c l u b
experiencing a very successful year
to this point.
2017 began in an exciting manner
with the men’s Saturday afternoon
Sections 1 and 4 Eastern Region
teams both making the finals.
The Section 4s lost a close match
in the s emi-final against East
Camberwell, whilst the Section 1
team won their Grand Final defeating
Ringwood Catholic four rubbers to
two.
This impressive form has carried
over into the winter pennant season.
This year Warrandyte has two

active

pennant teams: Grade 3 and Grade
4, with both teams performing well.
Marc Ezard, Tristan Jackson,
Michael Ashfield, Joel Greve and
Judd Harding in the Grade 4 side had
a difficult start to the season, with
injuries and illness preventing the
team from performing at their best.
Despite the rough start, the team
has slowly turned their season
around, and the comprehensive 3-1
rubber victory against Deer Park in
Round 7 has sparked a revival as the
season nears its conclusion.
Joel Compagnino, Daniel
Wildsmith, Nick and Mark FordLearner have had a very consistent
season to this point with the team
currently third on the ladder.
The momentum that the two teams

The Sharpe end of fitness

By MICHELLE PARKER
SHARPE FIT provides outdoor
personal training, catering for small
groups of six to eight people at all
fitness levels.
They have a variety of sessions which
include strength, cardio and boxing
programs.
Sessions run for one hour and are
motivating and fun.
Personal Trainer Sarah Sharpe can
tailor the workouts depending on your
fitness goals and abilities.
Fitness testing is run several times
a year so you can set new goals and
reward yourself for the hard work you
have done.
All equipment is supplied including
a hall during the winter months so
training is still possible — no excuses!
At Sharpe Fit it’s all about fun and

are building has created positivity
and excitement around the club.
Momentum that Warrandyte head
coach Craig Haslam believes is great
for the club.
“[The] pennant [competition] is
the largest interclub competition
in Australia... to have Grade 3 and
4 teams in this competition is very
exciting for the Warrandyte tennis
club,” he said.
Mr Haslam said that the high level
of tennis that is being displayed by
these teams sets “a great example
for younger players who are aspiring
to take their tennis to the next level
and will hopefully lead to the next
generation of Warrandyte pennant
players”.

supporting each other, to maintain
consistency and achievable results.
Class times are Mondays and
Wednesdays 6.00am and 9.15am in
Central Warrandyte.
First session is free.
For more information, call Sarah on
0414 919 456

By RYAN HOIBERG
IT’S STILL extremely chilly outside,
but Warrandyte Cricket Club has
been working over winter with a
group of some of their best young
cricketers to assist development
and readiness for the season ahead.
Under new club coach Andy Wilgose
(supported by club junior development
mentors, Luke Warren and Luke
Killey), the club invited a group of
promising young players to participate
in a winter coaching program focused
on skills and technique development.
“It’s really important that we
put the time and focus into all
our young cricketers and develop
them to be the best they can.
“This is not only on the field, but all
also off the field as we develop our
future leaders.
“Warrandyte has a strong Junior
program with accredited coaches for
all the teams, and this high potential
program is another step in developing

our cricketers.
“Warrandyte is a great club to be a
part of and I encourage anyone who’s
interested to come along to a training
session and see what it’s all about,”
Wilgose said.
All the boys who participated in
the program will play Senior cricket
with Warrandyte this season, with
a few of the players pushing for
1st XI selection come Round One.
This program, a first for the club, will
become a key plank in the off-field
development of the team, and further
highlights the organizations “one
club” approach — ensuring that the
club gives back across the board to
members, and further amalgamates
the Junior, Senior and Veteran cricket
under one unified banner.
This season Warrandyte will field
six or seven Senior teams, ten Junior
teams (including girls’ teams) and
three Veteran teams, as well as a strong
Milo In2Cricket program.
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MacDonald makes waves in VAFA Challenging season brings
team solidarity for Colts

By OLLIE BELL
JULY 30 MARKED the end of a
heartbreaking season for a group of
young footballers, as the game’s result
decided that the Colts would not be
playing finals.
Quite frankly, it summed up the
Colts’ season perfectly; as the fourth
game lost by less than eight points, it
was a case of what might have been.
With just fifteen games in a season,
these losses have a dramatic impact
— had just two of these four matches
been won, the side would be sitting
third and hungry for a premiership.
Overall the season can be described
as a rollercoaster ride, with a changing

of coaches, the adoption of a rostering
system (as there was a total of thirtytwo registered players) and a large
number of injuries.
The combination of these events did
not directly stand in the way of success,
however, it did impact on the team’s
ability to reach full potential.
Although the Colts’ season did come
to an emotional end, it served as a
great learning experience for coaches,
players and general spectators.
The way that all of the players stuck
together as a unit throughout the
difficulties of the year is a testament
to all involved, and proves to the
Warrandyte football community that
a bright future is in store.

ACPS gets that winning feeling

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
IT’S BEEN A big couple of months for
young Warrandyte footballer Natalie
MacDonald, who has begun to garner
the recognition she deserves after a
stellar first season for Marcellin.
Playing in VAFA’s Women’s Premier
division, MacDonald was selected
to play for the first ever Women’s
Big V squad in a game against AFL
Goldfields (the representative team for
Victoria’s Goldfields region).
With over 61 girls selected to the
original squad, with 22 from the
premier division, MacDonald had to
beat out some tough competition to
earn her place.
“Each team in the VAFA were able to
nominate up to three girls, and premier
division girls got looked at first.
“So after being accepted through the
first round you tried out across three
weeks, doing a Wednesday session
and then they would watch you play.
“If you were lucky enough after
three weeks you got accepted to be
part of the final 30, which they then
cut it down to 27 on the Wednesday
night, and on Friday they announced
the 24 who were playing and the three
emergencies,” MacDonald said.
The inaugural game between the two

fitness

sides was played at the new Eureka
stadium in Ballarat, which VAFA were
able to clinch.
“I didn’t play in the middle like I
usually do, I played in the forward line,
so I had no idea what I was doing.
“But I picked up in the second half
and a got a couple of goal assists.
“They were so much bigger than us,
but we managed to get the job done,”
MacDonald said.
One thing that was noticeable for
MacDonald was the increase in skill
and intensity that comes with playing
against and alongside the best players
in the state.
“It isn’t harder, but it is better
competition.
“If you stuff up, say you handballed
to the wrong spot, a Goldfields player
would have come through, or if you
didn’t go up strong, someone would
mark over you.
“The competition was great, because
if you were in the right position, your
teammates would immediately notice
that and give it to you,” MacDonald
said.
Just weeks later, MacDonald had
her name up in lights again, after
being nominated for the VAFA’s
Anytime Fitness Rising Star award
for a dominant performance against

Caulfield.
Considering just one girl is selected
across the entire VAFA each week, the
significance of this nomination cannot
be overlooked, and was a just reward
for MacDonald’s excellent season.
“I’m not sure what the requirements
are, but you have to be under a certain
age.
“Against Caulfield there were people
from the association and they would
have asked the umpires and the
opposition coach.
“Each week one girl gets nominated
and are eligible to win the rising star
at the end of the season,” MacDonald
said.
Heading into finals now, Marcellin
are looking to cap off a terrific
campaign; for MacDonald, it’s an
opportunity to crown what has been a
whirlwind season.

By TAMARA BROWN
ANDERSON’S CREEK Primary School
has been achieving great sporting
success.
The school’s Grade 5 and 6 Mixed
AFL Team, The Creeker’s are the
Premiers for 2017!
The Creeker’s won the Templestowe
District Football finals in a stunning
victory.
Russell Smith (teacher
and coach), exclaimed
how proud he was of
his team.
“I am so proud of
their achievement and
commitment to training
and how they encourage
one another through
true sportsmanship
behaviour.
“I would like to thank
Eugene Hans en for
assisting me in coaching
the team.
“It was a fantastic
result for everyone involved,” he said.
The team won the premiership
against Templestowe Park Primary
School 41–16, with a strong
performance by all of the Anderson’s
Creek players.
This is the first year that Anderson’s
Creek Primary School have had a
mixed football team compete in
interschool sports and what a success
winning the final.
The ACPS football team are not the
only ones achieving sporting success
and accomplishing their personal
goals.
On July 20, Chloe from Grade 6
competed in the state cross country
finals at Bundoora Park.
She completed the three-kilometre
course in a personal best time of 9:53.

Chloe placed 19th out of 88
competitors.
The day was both wet and cold and
the hilly course was challenging.
Chloe was incredibly pleased with
her performance and felt that she did
the best she could with nothing left in
the tank at the end of the race.
Sue Dyos (Acting Principal)
expressed how proud
she was of Chlo e’s
achievement.
“An outstanding effort
made by Chloe – everyone
at Anders on’s Cre ek
Primary School are so
proud of her achievement
and effort,” she said.
The Grade 6 students at
Anderson’s Creek have
many opportunities to
learn about and play
sports of all kinds.
Recently, teams of
students took part in
round robin events in Tee
Ball and Netball.
Teams were mixed, with no limit
to the numbers of boys or girls who
could be on a team.
Several students were new to both
sports but were keen to do their best
and work as a team.
The Grade 6 girls were excited about
the Girls Footy Day, which ran on
August 1.
The day provided them with the
opportunity to play against girls from
other schools in the area as well as
meet women currently competing
in the Women Australian Football
League (WAFL).
It was a wonderful chance to build
new skills, new friendships with
students from other schools and love
for a new sporting frontier for girls.

Is struggling with self-confidence holding you back?

By CHRIS SHARP

“Self-esteem, on whatever level, is an
intimate experience; it resides in the
core of our being. It is what I think and
feel about myself, not what someone
else thinks or feels about me.” Nathaniel
Branden: How to Raise your SelfEsteem
WE ARE GOING to delve a bit deep in
this month’s column and take the focus
away from my “usual stuff”— exercise
and diet — and talk about dealing with
low self-esteem, self-sabotage and
what makes us “tick”.
I’m also going to talk about myself
which most of my friends will say I love
to do but this is a bit more confronting
and slightly awkward.

As a male, we tend to think that
showing weakness or admitting to our
faults is a sign of weakness.
We’ve been led to believe that we
should provide and lead and be
somewhat bullet-proof.
How could you possibly be seen
to do that if you’re so ready to admit
to something you can’t do or feel
inadequate at doing?
What I realise now is that whilst
over the years I might have made a
physical change of sorts, my mental
state was still very much stuck in the
past, refusing to believe that I was good
enough or deserved to be as confident
as I wanted to be.
I’ve always hidden this very well.
It wasn’t until I began to understand
that attaching myself to the notion of
my happiness/ confidence/ self-worth
being directly influenced by my level of
body fat or what I thought others would
think of me that I was able to see I was
setting myself up to fail.
You see, everybody has a different
opinion.
Everybody has different tastes.
Everybody has different likes and
dislikes.
There’s always somebody out there
that probably isn’t going to be to your
liking and vice versa.

Becoming a leaner, bigger or a lighter
slimmer version of yourself may
ultimately help you become a happier
individual, but the most impressive
transformation you’ll ever make is one
that influences your mental approach
for the better, which in turn will unlock
any other change or transformation
you will ever want/ need to make.
No doubt, improving the way you
look may and likely will improve your
quality of life if you can do so in a
sustainable way, but don’t get caught
up in thinking that your physical
appearance is so important that it’s
going to change your life.
It is but one small aspect of it, and
if you achieve whatever it is you set
out to achieve physically without
focusing on the bigger picture and
understanding why it is so important
to you in the first place, chances are
you’re destined to forever feel as if you
aren’t good enough or as if you’re never
going to reach a point of happiness or
satisfaction.
So many of us use fitness as the
engine to take us to what we think will
offer us eternal happiness.
How often have you caught yourself
saying something like: “if I were lean,
things would be better” or “If only I
could lose this weight”.

Losing some weight or building
some muscle might contribute to you
being a better, happier and even more
confident person, but it isn’t going to
define you or provide you with enough
satisfaction to make you truly happy
or eliminate any of the other struggles
in your life.
Putting all your eggs into one basket,
potentially ruining relationships and
squashing your social life in the pursuit
of something that is realistically only a
short-term pursuit probably isn’t the
smartest thing you could do.
Understanding why it is that you
seemingly so badly want the desired
outcome — that’s going to give you
a much clearer path for how you can
succeed; for how you can make far
bigger changes to your life; for how
you can be truly happy and satisfied.
We all want to look better; for the
most part we all want to be better and
to be well-perceived by others.
But why do you want that?
Why is that important to you?
For me, looking better and being lean
ultimately stemmed from never feeling
like I was good enough.
I always realised this and it can be
painful to say.
I’ve always struggled to embrace
being vulnerable.

It’s scary — but it can set you free.
Back in Secondary School my selfworth and my self-confidence was
dependant on what others thought
of me, rather than what I thought of
myself.
My perception was that if I wasn’t
part of the cool group, then I wasn’t
cool, I wasn’t worthy.
The best advice I can give you is to
use fitness, training, flexible nutrition,
dieting, eating delicious foods, social
situations, looking “aesthetically
pleasing” your social circles, your
career, your job, the car you drive,
the house you live in etc... Use these
things to enhance your life and your
perspective, not to validate it.
We all can think highly of ourselves,
truly believe it and believe in ourselves
and what we can achieve — the sooner
you can do that the sooner you can
begin to enjoy the process, no matter
how far you are from the end goal.
Whether you have 40 kilos to lose, 10
kilos to gain, drive a 20-year-old bomb,
live in a house with one bedroom or
an eight-bedroom mansion, you are
enough!
Don’t forget that.
Chris Sharp is the Health Coach
at rivvaPT
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Bloods blown out in derby
By MICHAEL DI PETTA
PARK ORCHARDS squared the ledger
in the much-anticipated rematch
against the Bloods at Warrandyte
Reserve, winning both the Senior and
Reserve fixtures to tie the season at
one apiece.
The Warrandyte Reserves played
a strong first half keeping the game
within reach up until the major
change; until Park Orchards turned
the screws to record a comfortable
four-goal victory.
Despite being in form (having won
three of their last four) the Reserves
failed to fly out of the gates.
The Reserves were glad to welcome
back powerful forward Josh Appleby,
who began to make his presence felt
a little throughout the second term.
A goal to Appleby helped the Bloods
break even throughout the quarter as
the game turned into an arm-wrestle,
and Park Orchards went into half time
with a 13-point advantage.
The third term, as it always does in
football, proved critical for determining
the outcome of the encounter.
It was the visitors who came out for
the second half with more purpose and
were able to keep Warrandyte scoreless
for the entire quarter whilst adding two
majors themselves.
Despite a decent showing in the
fourth term by Warrandyte’s forwards
— especially Appleby who finished
with three goals — Park Orchards
were once again able to add enough
to finishing 26 point clear winning 9.7
61 to 5.5 35.
The Seniors suffered a far more
comprehensive defeat, and a second

quarter defensive collapse opened the
floodgates as the visitors piled on 12
goals in the second half to run out 86
point winners.
Coming off a gritty win against South
Belgrave, Bloods’ fans were primed for
a similar display at home as the Seniors
ran out for the first quarter.
Welcoming in local VFL talent Zach
Ballard for the contest, Warrandyte
looked up for the show, but the team
performance that followed didn’t
match expectation.
Glenn Ratten provided good run
and Chuckie Johnston provided
some assurance down back, but Park
Orchards had the better of it and took
a 15-point lead into the first change.
Park Orchards took control early in
the contest, winning the hard ball and
capitalizing more effectively on the
scoreboard.
In the second term, Warrandyte
began to play far better attacking
football, but could not stop the
onslaught on the defensive end.
Ballard took control in the middle
and in areas of the forward fifty, kicking
a big goal that threatened to give the
Bloods momentum, but Park Orchards
continued to slice open Warrandyte’s
defence with ease.
Trailing by 49 points heading into the
second half, Warrandyte were unable
to make any inroads throughout the
third term, as what followed was
almost identical to the second period.
As the intensity went out of the
game, Warrandyte were able to hit the
scoreboard on occasion throughout
the fourth term, with Michael Cullum
notching four majors for the contest.

Park Orchards continued to score
freely, and ran the margin up to 88
points by the final change.
When the final siren sounded, the
Bloods were forced to swallow an 86
point defeat, 11.9 75 to 25.11 161.
Sitting ten points clear of East
Burwood in 11th position on the
ladder, the Bloods appear safe from
relegation, with East Burwood set to
play against tough opposition in the
coming weeks.

From L to R: President Peter Hookey,
Terry Wallace, Vice President Stephen Dunn
Photo: JACKIE AUSTIN
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During the Park Orchards fixture,
the Bloods hosted their President’s
lunch, spearheaded by guest speaker
Terry Wallace.
Speaking of his experiences as a
player, media personality and coach,
Wallace enthralled the crowd with
insight and was candid about his time
as an AFL coach.
He initially spoke to the Reserves
players prior to their match and was
generous with his time as he stayed
back after his speaking engagement
to have photos and conversations with
the large audience.
President Peter Hookey addressed
the supporters and sponsors with
details of some of the off-field
achievements in 2017 and concluded
with his views on the direction of the
club looking into the future.
A highlight of the day was an auction
of memorabilia, conducted with flair
and spirit by the number one ticket
holder and sponsor, Kevin Andrews
MP.
T h e W F C a ck n ow l e d g e d a n d
congratulated all of their sponsors in
what was another successful event.
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Terry addressing the Reserves before the game
Photo: JACKIE AUSTIN
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