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Thumbs up for new oval
THE WARRANDYTE community have come together to raise
funds for a new oval at Warrandyte Primary School.
A generous donation of funds from Warrandyte Community
Bank Branch, a fundraising frenzy by the school community and

a series of working bees to prepare the ground saw the synthetic
turf rolled out last month, much to the delight of the kids.
Full story page 25.
Photo: JAMES POYNER
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Local legal practitioner since 1989
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“War does not determine who is right
– only who is left” – Bertrand Russell
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter.
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong community
character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve
its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards its not-for-profit,
non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong
editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the place it
serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte,
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River,
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the
first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900
the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a
commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense
of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This newspaper is
the voice and true expression of that spirit.

“ Looking for a Tax Agent that does more
than tax returns? Look no further.”

JUNE
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Warry
232 Yarra St
Warrandyte

0411 528 142
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FIVE MINUTES OF FAME
 is month Tracy Dickson went
h
to Eltham station to catch up
with local bush poet Clancy
“Ukulele” Peterson on his
return from a Poetry Slam at
Hurstbridge.
Clancy? Whatever’s going on?
There was movement at the station for the
word had passed around
That my Myki card was out of funds again,
And the Transit cops won’t let me through
until I top it up.
I wonder could I hit you for a ten?
Sure! How unfortunate. I hope you’re still
feeling up to our interview?
Not a problem Tracy, it’s like water off a
duck.
As my dear departed grandad used to say:
In the middle of adversity is where you’ll
find a verse!
So get your notebook out and fire away.
Well let’s go back to the beginning, Clancy.
When did the muse first take you?
I was born a poet Tracy — why my very
nursery rhymed —
Albeit I was just a mere amateur.
The story goes that Mama was the first
word that I spoke,
Followed closely by iambic and pentameter.
But it was bush poetry, wasn’t it, that
really captured your imagination.
I love a bushland poet Trace, like Gordon
or Mackellar,
Like C.J. Dennis, Patterson or Lawson.
I really love My Country and The
Sentimental Bloke
And Saltbush Bill is absolutely awesome.
You even look like a bush balladeer – the
beard, the boots, the capacious hat!
Of course you have to look the part, a hat
is de rigueur,
All the better if it’s oversized and broader;
In fact even if your head is only six and
seven-eighths
Your Akubra should be seven and a quarter!

By ALAN CORNELL
And drink like a bushie?
It was Adam Lindsay Gordon who said life
is mostly froth,
And I think he may have also mentioned
bubble;
No doubt he meant an ale from a keg that’s
freshly tapped
For a gassy head can leave your guts in
trouble!

And what part did Warrandyte play in
your attraction to bush poetry?
Our Warrandyte is girt by bush, a wedge of
greenest beauty,
A paradise by Nature constituted.
The gums stand straight as soldiers as the
river flows between
Though the willow trees are well and truly
rooted!
And Warrandyte has its own band of local
characters and heroes doesn’t it?
Aye there’s Jock from Clan Macneish, no
one can match him on the draw
And O’Mara with his rattling lagerphone
Boyle who ran the Festival and Diary
legend Cliff

While the Bloods abound in raw
testosterone!
The Lions and Rotarians are ever full of
heart
With the WaCAs always keen to join the
fray,
And when Summer rolls around the
congregations say a prayer
For our heroes from the mighty CFA.
As a bush poet, you must travel around a
lot to gather inspiration.
I wander lonely as a cloud where seasons
come and go
And keep my eyes and ears on the alert;
Swapping yarns around the campfire as we
swig our billy tea
With a can of Golden Circle for dessert.
Camped by a billabong?
I do recall a swagman once who camped
by Coolabahs
But I find the roots uncomfortable for
resting,
And you have to watch for troopers as they
hang about in threes
Which is why I spend the evenings at Best
Western!
And how far afield do you travel?
I’ve played polo up at Geebung and I’ve
shorn at Castlereagh,
Tracked the Cooper up as far as the Barcoo;
And I’ve waited with the dog in Gundagai
to catch a bus
To the racetrack at the town of Dandaloo.
You must be a hard man to track down!
Once my dentist wrote a letter, an
appointment to arrange,
Just to check that my new braces were
on tight.
But they didn’t know my address so they
dropped it in the box,
Just on spec, addressed as follows…Clancy
of the Overbite!
Clancy Peterson, thank you very much.
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What will CFA Changes mean for Warrandyte?
By SANDI MILLER

THE VICTORIAN Government has
announced sweeping changes to
the fire services which will split the
CFA, and while it fundamentally
will have no impact on the business
of putting out fires, there will be a
big change in the way CFA brigades
operate behind the scenes.
A joint statement issued by
Premier Daniel Andrews and
Emergency Services Minister, James
Merlino, said Victoria has some of
the best firefighters in the world,
however they currently operate
under systems and structures that
have not changed since the 1950s.
“These important changes will
deliver more modern fire services
for a growing Victoria, making our
state even safer”, said Mr Merlino.
Emergency Services commissioner,
Craig Lapsley spoke to the Diary to
reassure local residents and CFA
volunteers the change for the
community would be seamless.
“We have 1220 CFA stations now,
and we will have 1220 when this is
implemented,” he said.
CFA staff such as those at South
Warrandyte will combine with
MFB firefighters to form the newly
created Fire Rescue Victoria, while
CFA volunteers will remain with
the CFA, which will return to being
a volunteer focused organisation.
“It will still be local people going to
local incidents... the same vehicles
will be in the same stations, it is just
that the signs out the front will be
different” he said.
South Warrandyte Station as an
integrated station will remain the
same, but will have two signs, one
representing the FRV staff and
the other representing the CFA
volunteers.
The situation for other roles
within CFA — such as regional
managers and staff, community
education, trainers, mechanics, fire

investigators — is a slightly more
complicated issue.
“Operational staff at a Regional
level will be employed by FRV
but will be tasked to the CFA,
however certain administration
and technical staff will remain
covered by the CFA’s [Professional
Technical & Administrative] PTA
employment agreement,” Mr
Laspley said.
The Commissioner assured the
Diary the boundaries between
metropolitan and country areas
will remain the same, however
the Andrews Government has
flagged the establishment of a
Fire District Review Panel which
will conduct future reviews of the
boundary between fire services,
based on population growth, urban
development and the volume of
Triple Zero calls.
When the Diary asked about the
rumours generated by a photograph
published in the Herald Sun
showing Warrandyte was being
considered for inclusion in FRV,
Commissioner Lapsley said there
were “no immediate plans to put
staff into Warrandyte”.
He said that the position paid
fire fighters in South Warrandyte,
Eltham and Templestowe gave
enough coverage to support the
retention of a volunteer- only
station at Warrandyte.
“South Warrandyte are getting
into Yarra Street in 8-10 minutes”,
he said.
Commissioner Lapsley said one of
the most important consideration
is to ensure surge capacity in times
of major incident is protected, and
that means ensuring we retain the
State’s 50,000 volunteers.
Local member for Warrandyte,
Ryan Smith is not so optimistic,
and said volunteer retention at
integrated stations may not be so
easy.

“Sooner or later if you have 20 or so
career firefighters there, volunteers
aren’t going to get there for a call out
and it’ll get to the point that they
don’t want to be there to wash the
trucks once a week”, Mr Smith said.
Mr Smith is concerned that if
volunteers are not given respect
they will not be there in times of
calamity to provide the needed
surge capacity.
“I can’t see anyone but the diehard volunteers committing to the
training just for the sake of three
or four callouts a year in those
extreme circumstances.”
Peter De Maria, a career firefighter
at South Warrandyte, said the
feeling at the station was positive
and the change was little more than
a change of badge.
“It’s no different — really it is
not going to change, we will still
train with [the volunteers], it is just
modernising the service for career
staff… but for the community it is a
win because they will get a better
service,” he said.
Captain at North Warrandyte

Thank your emergency services hero

A B R A N D - N EW i n i t i a t ive i s
providing Warrandyte residents a
way to recognise and thank their
local emergency services workers
and volunteers.
Find my Hero Australia, has been
developed to support the mental
health and wellbeing of emergency
services workers and volunteers
who put their own safety, health
and even their lives on the line to
protect our community.
People who have been helped by
emergency services workers often
have no way of thanking their
rescuer, but now with the help of
social media their heroes can be
identified and located to ensure
messages of thanks will find their
way to those individuals.
This appreciation can make a
positive impact on the rescuer’s
mental health and wellbeing.
Emergency Services Health CEO,
Michael Oertel says giving and
receiving thanks has positive
impacts for both people who
have been rescued or helped, and
emergency responders.
“We’ve already seen people be
reconnected with their heroes and
it’s been valuable experience for all
involved.
“There is a significant amount of

research which shows that being
thanked makes people feel valued
and aids their future performance
of selfless acts — gratitude is also
linked to reducing depression,
better sleep, improving self-esteem,
and strengthening our ability to
cope with adversity.
Emergency responders are there
at our most desperate times, but
it is often not possible for the
people they serve to share their
appreciation and thanks in these
situations where time and urgency
is vital.
“Closure can be crucial to ongoing performance, wellbeing
and happiness for emergency
responders, but it is not always
possible to know the outcome
o f a cc i de nts a n d e me rg e nc y
situations,” said Mr Oertel.
Significant emergency and crisis
situations, such as major floods
and fires, have also shown how
giving thanks can be healing for
communities.
“Expressing thanks and gratitude
offers emotional engagement,
whether it’s sharing a thank you
message via social media, putting
a sign on a road or writing a letter,”
said Mr Oertel.
Find my Hero Australia will

provide a platform online for people
from around the country to share
their message of thanks, ask the
community for help and get the
message to the right person or unit.
First responders from different
disciplines often rely on each other
for support during emergency
situations, and this initiative will
also provide the platform for
workers and volunteers to share
their thanks with a colleague or
peer.
Emergency services workers
and volunteers are firefighters,
paramedics, nurses and medical
response units, state emergency
units, surf lifesavers, flying doctors,
and triple-0 operators to name
a few — they face dangerous
situations, horrific accidents, and
are relied upon as people’s last line
in impossible situations.
To find a local hero, or help
someone else find theirs, visit the
Find my Hero Australia Facebook
page with your story or message
of thanks.
Facebook.com/
FindmyHeroAU and use the
hashtag #FindmyHeroAU

CFA, Mick Keating hopes the CFA
will continue to support volunteer
training and skills development.
“As long as they don’t make us a
second rate service and say ‘you
don’t need these courses, these
trucks, this equipment’, we still have
houses and big buildings to look
after, we still have road accidents,
none of that is going to change I
just hope there is no change to any
of the the training regime or the
opportunities that are available to
volunteers,” he said.
Ca ptai n of t he Warrandy te
brigade, Adrian Mullens said it
was still too early to comment and
would like to wait until the dust had
settled on the announcement, but
wanted to reassure the community
that it would be “business as usual”.
“We are still going to service the
community as we have for the last
79 years,” Mr Mullens said.
These reforms are currently
before Parliament, and if passed,
are expected to take two years to be
fully implemented.
Ryan Smith is not convinced that

the reforms have the community’s
interests at heart.
“If it was driven for efficiencies
or driven because the system
was broken or to save money or
whatever you could argue it was
good for the community, but what
you are going to be doing is basically
breaking a community organisation
that everyone rallies around…this is
just a fix because every other way
they wanted to support the UFU
was blocked for various reasons —
is it a win for the community? No – I
think we will just end up missing
something that we had,” he said.
The government has confirmed
that, until June 2019, the funding for
the changes will not impact on the
Fire Services Property Levy, which
is charged to property owners via
council rates.
With this comes a promise that
the existing Metropolitan Fire
District Boundary will remain in
place for the next two years —
for the purpose of determining
whether Metropolitan or CFA levy
rates apply.

New Captain for
North Warrandyte CFA
AFTER FOUR years at the helm,
Mick Keating is stepping down as
Captain of North Warrandyte Fire
Brigade to become the captain of
his own vessel.
Mick Keating has been an active
member of the brigade since the
1990s, fighting the Black Saturday
bushfires and immeasurable
incidents locally and around the
state.
While he will continue on as
a firefighter, Mick has recently
decided to take his life on a
different tack and has purchased
a 34ft yacht which he plans to take
to the high seas when he steps
down from his leadership role
on July 1.
“The plan is to sail out of
Westernport bay, turn left and go
somewhere,” he said of his plans
for his increased leisure time.
“It’s time to give people the
opportunities — if you don’t
give people the opportunities to
improve themselves and do stuff
within a brigade, they think why
bother coming – I will still turn up

and still drive trucks — I just won’t
have to do the paperwork,” he said.
Mick is to be succeeded in the
captain’s role by Trent Burris, who
has been a member of the CFA
since 2006
“We have handed it over to the
next generation of firefighters”,
said Mr Keating.
Captain Trent Burris, will be
joined by four Lieutenants,
Craig Miller, Simon Burris, Ken
McAlister and Peter Cahill.

“We are the accountants who care”

Personalised Taxation & Accounting
Services Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113
T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946
E: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au

Don’t leave it until June 30 to get your
business and personal taxation affairs in
order. Speak to us now for personalised
service — we can help you
Super advice will be provided by Personalised Taxation
and Accounting Services as an authorised representative
of SMSF Advisers Network Pty Ltd, AFSL No. 430062
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Bridge work further delayed awaiting permits
• Contractor now known but not yet announced.• VicRoads in meetings with objectors for Manningham permit • Nillumbik permit still stalled
By DAVID HOGG

WORKS HAVE still not commenced
on the bridge expansion originally
d u e to b e g i n i n A p r i l w i t h
completion scheduled for before the
start of the next bushfire season.
V ic R o a d s h a s n o t fo r m a l ly
announced the contractor for
these works and has not replied to
questions from the Diary on this or
when the work will be starting.
However, the Diary has ascertained
the contract has been awarded to
VEC Civil Engineering Pty Ltd for
$4.265M
VEC is part of the Downer group
of companies and is a respected
civil engineering design and
construction company specialising
in bridges.
Some confusion still remains on
the start date for works, as planning
permits have still not been approved
by Manningham or Nillumbik.
William Nottle, Senior Structures
Engineer at VicRoads Metro North
West, stated: “At this stage, it is
unlikely any works will commence
until permits are granted.
“VicRoads will never conduct any
work on site (or established a site
for that matter) before obtaining
appropriate planning approval.
“We have recently suspended site
activity with our contractor in order
to resolve the current planning
issues,” he said.
However, in somewhat of a
contradiction he continued: “In
keeping with the project schedule
to complete the works ahead of
the next bush fire season, we have
initiated works that do not require
planning approval”.
Manningham received objections
to the proposed planning permit
from seven individuals and from
t h e Wa r ra n dy te C o m m u n i ty
Association (WCA) .
VicRoads had scheduled a series
of separate meetings with each
objector on May 23 to hear and
discuss their concerns.
WCA had filed a well-considered
objection on two main grounds.
Firstly the applicant (a Mr Richard
Francis of Abzeco Ltd) is not the
owner of the land, the application is
not signed by the owner of the land,
and therefore the whole application
is invalid and must be thrown out.
Secondly the applicant has
failed to adequately address the
requirements of Heritage Overlay
Schedules applicable to the area.
As mentioned in the May issue,
the Warrandyte Historical Society
and the WCA had joined forces with
a view to establishing an Urban
Design Advisory Panel (UDAP) to
evaluate, discuss and attempt to
reach agreement with VicRoads
on the materials to be used in the
construction, to ensure the heritage
values of the area at the south side
of the bridge were considered and
preserved.
They had expressed concern
b e c a u s e t h e h i s to r i c a l r o a d
alignment is being changed and
widened, and the use of barriers
and guardrails — similar to those
recently the subject of protests in
Kangaroo Ground — fences and the
ugly use of grey concrete and plastic
handrails do not comply with the

heritage guidelines required by
Manningham.
We understand at that meeting
VicRoads had agreed with WCA’s
proposal that this UDAP be set up.
However, the terms of reference
and scope have yet to be agreed.
Most of the individual objectors
spoke to the Diary on condition of
anonymity.
Three objectors wanted the two
tall trees at the southern end of the
bridge to be retained; one suggested
this could be done by making the
cantilevered pathway go around
the tree on the west side, and fill be
avoided at the base of the tree on
the east side with the new off-ramp
being shored up with pylons or a
wall constructed.
VicRoads agreed to investigate the
practicality and costs associated
with such additional works, but
had some doubts on the ability of
the budget to accommodate the
increased costs involved.
One resident tabled the VicRoadsproduced artist’s impression of the
south side as published in the March
edition and asked how the four tall
trees shown in this impression were
to be provided.
VicRoads confirmed they would
not be there “It’s only an artist’s
impression”; which the objector
s u g g e s te d w a s d e l i b e r a te l y
misleading.
As part of the discussion it became
evident that, in addition to the new
cantilevered shared pathway on
the west side, the bridge structure
will also be extended slightly out
on the east side to partly move that
footpath outwards.
It was also discovered the plans
provide for considerable fill material
on the south east off-ramp side and
it was not clear how this was to be
revegetated.
An objector wanted the whole
issue of tree retention, flora, fauna
and reforestation to be included in
the scope of the UDAP, but VicRoads
was adamant the UDAP restrict
itself only to the construction
materials.
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specialising in natural Australian gardens

0488 994 669
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“How can you have a design panel
which does not look at the total
design; the final ‘look’ of the whole
project is what matters most?”
asked one resident.
A recurring theme in the objectors’
submissions was they did not want
the development to proceed at
all on various grounds including
this was a band-aid solution to a
wider problem, they suggested the
decision should be delayed until
the route for the North East Link
had been decided and the traffic
flow through Warrandyte had
been remodelled and the original
modelling of evacuation times and
improvements to daily traffic flow
was fundamentally flawed.
A resident of RingwoodWarrandyte road pointed to the
stationary queues of traffic outside
their house and dreaded to think
how bad this would become when
further traffic was attracted to the
area and red traffic lights north of
the bridge would cause gridlock
back around the roundabout at the
bridge causing even longer queues
along Ringwood-Warrandyte Road
in the evening peak period.
Also raised was concern the
materials used and the extra fencedoff pathways might completely or
partially block the view of the Yarra
for passengers in vehicles.
Many comments were made on
the lack of concern for flora and
fauna, these included:
•	“I object to the removal
of indigenous eucalyptus
polyanthemus, eucalyptus
goniocalyx and, bursaria spinosa
trees and shrub on the north
east embankment of Yarra
Street.”
•	“The Southern Mahogany
nearby should also be retained.”
•	“Eucalyptus polyanthemus is
already in severe decline in
Warrandyte — all large trees
should be retained for habitat,
ecology reasons, mitigating
against climate change.”
•	“These works will greatly

downgrade the significant river
scenery.”
•	“Construction of the turning
lane will impact on fauna
habitat and corridors, including
breeding wombats and swamp
wallabies.”
•	“A canopy rope bridge for
arboreal fauna must be
included, as must a pipe to
enable wombats to cross under
Kangaroo Ground Road at the
north end of the Bridge.”
•	“Kookaburras, wood ducks and
sulphur crested cockatoos use
hollows in other beautiful large
eucalyptus trees a few metres
below the embankment nearer
the river.”
•	“These trees will also be at
risk from the proposed works
due to root damage, changes
to the water table, possible
introduction of harmful fungi,
etc.”
•	“All the trees in the vicinity
of Warrandyte Bridge require
protection — measures must be
taken to minimize impact.”

•	“The character of unique and
historic Warrandyte, prized
by artists past and present is
irreplaceable.”
•	“To what extent have the
Wurundjeri Tribe Council Elders
been consulted about these
works?”
•	“So much lost — heritage,
wildlife safety, access and
habitat, pedestrian safety at an
already difficult intersection,
liveability through increased
traffic volumes — for little, if
any, gain.”
A number of these comments,
whilst being very valid, are outside
the scope of Manningham to
determine in direct relation to the
planning laws.
H o w e v e r W C A’s f i r s t a n d
primary objection on the grounds
the application as submitted is
invalid in law will be difficult for
Manningham to disprove and it is
hard to see how they could grant a
permit to an invalid applicant.
We await with interest to see if
Manningham planners will hold
off making a recommendation to
councillors until the UDAP has been
formed and its scope agreed and
findings released.
We asked WCA to comment on
their meeting with VicRoads and
formation of the UDAP, but they
declined to comment.
North side of the bridge
In terms of progress not much has
happened.
The planning permit application
was lodged with Nillumbik on
April 3.
A site inspection was carried out
by the council planners on April
27 following which a letter was
sent to VicRoads requesting more
information, Nillumbik are still
awaiting VicRoads’ reply.
When that is to hand the matter
will progress to the “advertised”
status, which will involve a notice
being posted and the public then
given 14 days in which to make
submissions or objections.
We await further progress with
interest.

“Know your Warrandyte”
By SNAPPER
WARRANDYTE enjoys interesting
places, quirky art and a beautiful
environment.
Each month we will highlight
one of the places that makes
Warrandyte special — and your
job is to find it.

Find the answer at
www.warrandytediary.com.au —
and in the next edition.

Can you find where this is?
Many years ago this building
housed the doctors and Infant
Health Centre and was known as
‘Gedges’ Chemists and was once
a real estate office.

Last month’s answer:

Drinking fountain in Taroona
Reserve.

The alternative to takeaway
 Home cooked meals
 Organic & Grass fed meats
 Free range chicken
 Recyclable packaging
 No additives
 No preservatives
 Heat directly in the oven or microwave
 Good for you, better for our environment
Available from selected retailers.
Delivery: 0415 170 733

www.bluepearpantry.com.au

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

• Natural looking dentures
• Relines and repairs

• Laminated mouthguards
• On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation
Call

9844 4321

www.keepsmiling.com.au

11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Like us
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The search for the missing link continues
By DAVID HOGG

IN THE MARCH 2017 issue of the
Warrandyte Diary, we reported the
North East Link Authority (NELA)
was being set up and would
determine the route of the M80
extension from Greensborough
to either Eastlink or the Eastern
Freeway by the end of this year.
Three months later: local
councils, community and industry
groups are preparing submissions
to present to the NELA, so these
can be considered along with
engineering, feasibility and
economic reports before the NELA
declare their hand and announce
the chosen route by the end of
December.
The Diary has compiled the
latest remarks by the NELA and
the councils and community
groups who have Warrandyte and
the surrounding area’s interests
in mind.
The North East Link Authority
The Diary put several questions
to the NELA, asking for their
timescale and modus-operandi for
determining the route, namely:
•	Has the NELA established their
offices and where will they be
located?
•	When will the NELA be hearing
submissions from interested
industry and community
organisations?
• 	Will such submissions be
requested in writing, or
will organisations have the
opportunity of giving a
presentation?
• 	When will the decision on the
chosen route be announced?
The NELA has taken a while to
respond but it is obvious it is now

very active, has set up its offices
in the city and intend to relocate
nearer the chosen site once this is
known.
Katie Hall, Corporate
Communications and Media
Manager at the NELA tells us all
possible alignments for the North
East Link are being investigated
and they will be working closely
with the community as the project
planning progresses.
The alignment, design and
business case for the project are
being developed throughout 2017.
Procurement and the formal
planning process will begin next
year, while contracts are expected
to be awarded in 2019.
A community survey will be
launched in the first week of
June and there will be extensive
community and stakeholder
engagement in late July and
August.
This will include opportunities
to provide feedback at community
information sessions or online.
The events will be advertised in
advance and many will be drop
in sessions, so people can attend
at a time that suits them, speak
to the project team or browse
information.
An introductory meeting
took place locally on May 29, at
which Jennifer Howard, Director
Communications and Stakeholder
Relations, the NELA, met with
the Diary and a representative
from Warrandyte Community
Association (WCA).
Ms Howard told us that they are
currently exploring all options for
routes between Greensborough
and Ringwood, and looked
forward to liaising further with

WCA to arrange a community
forum in Warrandyte in July or
August.
She will be talking with resident
groups during the June – August
period to establish communication
pathways.
Nillumbik Shire Council
Nillumbik Shire Council
welcomes the $100 million Budget
announcement made by the State
Government to build the North
East Link.
Nillumbik Shire Mayor
Councillor Peter Clarke said
he was pleased the State had
responded to his calls to make
funding for the North East Link a
high priority.
“We advocated that this project
should start as soon as possible,
rather than the recommended
10 – 15 years so we’re pleased that
construction should commence
around 2019.
“Traffic congestion is the number
one concern for Nillumbik
residents with congestion on
roads such as Bolton Street,
Fitzsimons Lane and Rosanna
Road.
“Our preferred route is along
the Greensborough Bypass with
tunnels leading to the Eastern
Freeway and we look forward
to working with the relevant
agencies to progress the plan,” said
Mayor Clarke.
Chair of the Infrastructure
Committee Councillor John
Dumaresq said many residents
had spoken to him of their
frustration around traffic
congestion.
“This Budget commitment of
$100 million will be good news

to our residents who make the
daily grind into the city and back
again on roads that simply can’t
accommodate the quantity of
vehicles on them.
“We’ve already discussed this
matter at Council and we will
support the State and Federal
government to publicise any
consultation opportunities and
make sure this project happens
and that the right outcomes are
met”, said Cr. Dumaresq.
Manningham City Council
Director of Assets and
Engineering, Leigh Harrison, told
the Diary.
“Council does not currently have
a formal position on the proposal,
as specific detail on the route
and alignment have not yet been
provided.
“However we generally support
the North East Link from a
transport network perspective, as
it should provide an alternative
route across the Yarra River, and
may provide an alternative traffic
route away from some of our
locally congested roads.
“We understand the North East
Link Authority will be providing
further detail on the options
and will undertake community
consultation later this year.
“Council is keen to be given
opportunities by the State
Government, along the way, to
provide timely feedback into the
assessment work of the North
East Link Authority,” said Mr
Harrison.
Warrandyte Community
Association
Carlie Langi-Boutle of the WCA
advises they are continuing

to work on a co-ordinated
community policy and action plan.
“The WCA believes it is
important to help Warrandyte
residents get the information
needed to respond when the
design options are made public by
the NELA.
“The Association is focussing
on the Nillumbik-Manningham
option and is linking up with
sister resident associations along
this route,” said Ms Langi-Boutle.
WCA representatives have been
meeting with other community
groups such as the Park Orchards
and Donvale ratepayers’
associations.
“We hope to learn more about the
route options and have a special
interest in access points along the
proposed routes, a very important
consideration whichever route is
eventually chosen.
“So really exciting times, to
be coming together with other
associations on both sides of the
River to better understand the
benefits and issues of the project,”
she said.
The WCA is trying to arrange
a community information and
feedback session in Warrandyte in
the coming months.
WCA welcome further input,
comments or involvement,
particularly from people in Wonga
Park and North Warrandyte.
Correspondence can be addressed
to lange.carli3@gmail.com
For further information
about the project, visit
bit.ly/NELink

Residents fear Green Wedge at risk in Nillumbik’s draft plan
By SEAN WALES

DURING A COMMUNITY
consultation session held at
Eltham’s Edendale Farm on May
17, local Nillumbik residents voiced
t he i r co nce r n s at Ni l lu m bi k
Council’s draft 2017–2021 Plan.
In the plan, the Council has chosen
to focus on five key “strategic”
objectives:
•	Engaged, connected
communities.
• Active and creative people.
• Safe and healthy environments.
•	A prosperous economy.
• Responsible leadership.
Members of the community were
concerned about a lack of balance
in the plan between protecting
the environment and other issues,
such as generating income and
infrastructure projects.
North Warrandyte local Ian
Penrose has made a w ritten
submission to Nillumbik Council,
criticising the language used in
the plan.
“[The Green Wedge] is fundamental
to the shire’s identity and its
responsibility,” he said.

“[The Green Wedge]
is fundamental
to the shire’s
identity and its
responsibility”
Mr Penrose is also concerned
about the plan’s lack of focus on
maintaining and improving the
environment in the Green Wedge.
“The language used by the Council
is an indicator of its perspective, and
that is worrying,” he said.
Other locals voiced similar
concerns to Mr Penrose during
the community consultation,
particularly surrounding property
development around the Shire.

There were strong opinions about
what the Council should do with
some vacant blocks of land.
While the Council could sell the
land to fund other communitybased projects, Nillumbik residents
were nervous about the potential
for further development in busy
townships such as Eltham and
Diamond Creek.
One woman argued there was
“intrinsic value in vacant land” and
“odd pockets of trees and land add
to the natural streetscape of the
Shire”.
Others were troubled about a
potential “population increase” as
well as criticising the Council for
seeing vacant lots as a “development
opportunity”.
These are the latest development
worries for Nillumbik residents,
with the Warrandyte Diary reporting
concerns surrounding a potential
property development on Pigeon
Bank Road in North Warrandyte
(see page 9).
Spokesperson for the Nillumbik
Pro Active Landowners (PALs),
Max Parsons said, “Nillumbik
PALs supports the Council’s focus
on the importance of proper
representation of, and advocacy
for, its ratepayers.”
The Nillumbik PALs believe the
Green Wedge Management Plan
is due for review and supports the
Council’s focus on building the
Shire’s economic possibilities.
“Like all relevant sections of any
Planning Scheme, the Green Wedge
Management Plan should be subject
to review and updating, as it is long
overdue,” Mr Parsons said.
The Nillumbik PALs support “the
establishment of a strong financial
p o s i t io n , wh ic h i n c l u d e s a n
emphasis on the economy, tourism
and employment,” Mr Parsons said.
Focus on the economy and tourism
was also on the agenda at the
community consultation meeting.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Clarke
proposed the construction of a
“Civic Hub” for Eltham.
While no concrete plans are in
place, the Mayor encouraged the

community to join the conversation
about potentially building a hotel
or even a small hospital in Eltham.
Mr Penrose feels as if the emphasis
on jobs, economy and tourism in the
Council’s plan will put the natural
landscape of the Green Wedge at
risk.
“[The draft Council Plan] conveys
the message that the Council
i s i g n o r i n g i ts f u n d a m e n ta l
responsibility to care for the

Green Wedge
was not used in the
strategic objectives
because it was
seen as
“too broad”
Nillumbik Green Wedge,” he said.
“I urge the Council to correct this
glaring and critical shortcoming in
its plan.”
In response, Mayor Peter Clarke
said during the consultation that
language specific to the Green
Wedge was not used in the strategic
objectives because it was seen as
“too broad”. He pointed out that
other councils also see themselves
as a Green Wedge municipality.
That is unlikely to ease the
concerns of North Warrandyte
residents such as Mr Penrose
who want to ensure the natural
landscape of Nillumbik Council
and the surrounding areas are
preserved and improved well into
the future.
The public consultation period for
the 2017-2021 Plan officially closed
on June 2.

Tell us what you think.
Comments, opinions,
suggestions to
info@warrandytediary.com.au

Brumbys Road hotel
planning continues
By DAVID HOGG
MANNINGHAM Council is now
wading through the complex
and controversial proposal that
has been lodged for a $6.8M
development of a 76–bedroom
residential hotel, cellar door
winery, vineyard and grappa
distillery complex on land next
to the Olivigna Winery and
Restaurant.
Since our story in the May
edition, 27 submissions have been
lodged with the council.
Planning staff advise the Diary
that they are now evaluating the
application against the relevant

planning laws and considering
r e s i d e n ts’ a n d co m mu n i ty
groups’ submissions.
This process will take a further
four to six weeks and will result in
a recommendation to councillors
to be debated at the next full
council meeting following its
production.
This recommendation will
probably not be ready for the
June 27 council meeting, but may
be available in time for the July
25 meeting.
The Diary will keep you advised
of progress.
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L OC A L P R O D U C E , A L WAY S F R E S H

SPECIALS

Sticks Yarra Valley
750ml Varieties

$

13

LOCALCE
PRODU

Cabernet Sauvignon, Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Grigio, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir

MASSIVGES!
SAVIN

.99

OR

31

.99
kg

SAVE $ 14.99 kg

25

2 for

$

$

Mezcla Di
Montalban

$

Goats
Maasdam

29

.99
kg

SAVE $ 9.99 kg

$

Cremeux
Camembert

29

.99
kg

SAVE $ 9.99 kg

LOCALCE
PRODU $

Misty Mountain
Free Range Eggs
700g

$

7

Beef Topside
Roast

.99

$

kg

6

Regular
Beef Mince

.99
kg

WAS $ 9.99 kg

WAS $ 16.99 kg

MASSIVGES!
SAVIN

4

.99

18

kg

SAVE $ 7.99 kg
402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte VIC 3113 Ph: 9844 3089

SAVE $ 9.99 kg

Smoked
Almonds 500g

$

8

.99

Dry Roasted
Almonds 500g

.99

29

.99
kg

SAVE $ 3

Princi Ham
Off The Bone

QU I N TO N’ S FOR QUALITY

ea

SAVE $ 1.26

$

$

$

Cremeux
Brie

8

.99

SAVE $ 3

Navel Oranges
3kg

LIAN
A
R
T
S
U
A OWN
GR

$

2

.99

Natural
Almonds 500g

$

8

.99

SAVE $ 1.50

Availble Now

ONLINE ORDERING

ea

Leeks

$

1

.29
ea

quintonsiga.com.au
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Be alert, not
alarmed

By JAMES POYNER

CASH CONS, car thefts, vile vandalism,
and a series of commercial break-ins have
been on minds of many in the Warrandyte
and surrounding community over the past
few months.
With a recent break-in at the Warrandyte
Newsagents in Goldfields Shopping
Centre gaining national attention due to
the dramatic methods of their safe-break
and their short lived escape up Melbourne
Hill Road at 3am (see story, right), the talk
around the community “water cooler” is
that crime is on the increase in our quiet
village suburb, but is this indeed the case?
Reports from the Crime Statistics
Agency Victoria, which have compiled
statistics up until January 18 2017 indicate
that between 2012 and the end of 2016,
crime has been on the increase.
Total crime for the 3113 post code was
up 13% at the end of 2016, which reflects
similar numbers to Manningham overall
— 14.5%.
The statistics suggest crime has been
steadily rising over the past five years
but then so has our population, if crime
is proportional to population then more
people should equal more crime.
The statistics also indicate criminal
activity in population centres like
Ringwood, Eltham and Doncaster
are statistically declining while more
isolated and quieter communities —
Warrandyte, Research and Wonga Park
— are experiencing a statistical increase.
2015/16 statistics for Eltham show a
total drop of 17.5% in criminal activity
with a 35.4% drop in thefts and burglaries,
while neighbouring suburb Research
experienced a 90% increase in crime, with
a 51% increase in thefts and burglaries.
Statistically, if the trend continues,
crime should be on the up and if you were
to use the recent reported break-ins in
Warrandyte as anecdotal evidence, then
the evidence would suggest this to be true,
a view which Member of Parliament for
Warrandyte, Ryan Smith shares.
“ I t’s a b r o a d e r i s s u e t h a n j u s t
Warrandyte though, there is crime going
up everywhere and I think it is due to
a whole bunch of things; due to lack of
Police, due to bail laws being weakened
and it’s due to sentencing not being strong
enough, sentencing not being applied,
community expectations, a whole heap
of issues.
“I just don’t think people feel there are
consequences to what they are doing so
they will just do what they feel in terms
of stealing, knocking over stores — it’s
prevalent right across the state,” he said.
The Diary also spoke with Patricia
Bottomley who works with young
offenders and is the founder and admin
for Warrandyte Community Aler t
Facebook page.
Ms Bottomley, who liaises closely with
local Police, told the Diary the published
crime statistics are misleading as they are
six months out of date.
“I had an argument with Ryan Smith
about this, because he was quoting the
year-end figures.
“Yes, it is on the increase across the board,
yes ours has increased, but recently it has
gone down and that won’t be available
until the end of the year,” she said.
Around the subject of social media
and its role in crime prevention, both Mr
Smith and Ms Bottomley spoke about
the double-edged nature of modern
technology.
“I have been following the Manningham
crime prevention page more and there’s
some good stuff on there and we don’t
want people to be paranoid but it’s
not unreasonable to be sympathetic to
the fact that people are getting more
paranoid,” said Mr Smith.
Ms Bottomley said the task of keeping
posts purely factual on a personal
platform such as Facebook is a challenge.
“We try to report facts without emotion
but it is instant and it is hard to keep the
emotion out.
“The idea is you make it safe, you call the
Police then you post, then someone may
comment, saying ‘oh yeah I saw so and so’
and you build up a picture within that
post, sometimes you may get a picture

from the whole street or a whole area,”
Ms Bottomley said.
The ideal usage that she describes is
exactly what happened after the safe
theft at Warrandyte Newsagents, in less
than a day, snippets of information from
what people on Melbourne Hill Road had
witnessed put together a fairly detailed
picture of the thieves’ activity.
“That whole post put it together really
well with all the little details coming from
up and down the street,” she said.
It is easy to forget that our very personal
experiences on sites like Facebook are also
very public too and often, on many pages,
a post and comment stream can take on
a life of its own.
But in many ways, Facebook is an
extension of the grapevine, the watercooler,
“There have always been thefts here we
just didn’t know about them, in the past
the Police knew about them but we didn’t
get to know about it.
“You may know about it because you live
next door to them, but that would be it,
the grapevine just didn’t cough up stuff”,
said Ms Bottomley.
The main difference between the
traditional “grapevine” and social media
is that often we do not know the person
posting, which means it is difficult to make
an accurate value judgement on what that
person is saying, which may mean people
take an alarmist statement at face value.
Awareness is the central theme here,
a combination of increased crime rates,
awareness of crime in general and a few
criminal acts in Warrandyte that gained
national attention has tipped the balance
on our perceptions and our anxiety, but
Ms Bottomley believes awareness is also
our greatest weapon and that over the
next few months, the crime statistics will
begin to reflect this too.
“The only thing that these criminals
respect is people watching them.
“I think we are pushing the thieves out of
Warrandyte because we have gone down
and other areas have gone up.
“I am personally convinced that is what
has happened to our theft rate”, she said.
Ms Bottomley’s idea of an alert and
watching community is not a new one,
Neighbourhood Watch has encompassed
this role for decades, but Neighbourhood
Watch is strugglingly to modernise.
“There have been a few that have
converted but information is still passed
over in the same way as before — nobody
wants to hear about car thefts two
months ago, which is a shame because
Neighbourhood Watch is really effective
– and that is what the alerts group is
doing, but we cannot call ourselves
Neighbourhood Watch because we are
not… but it [Warrandyte Community Alert]
is really effective — what thief wants to
be watched,” she said.
Increased coverage of local crimes has
made people uneasy, maybe even scared
and that is going to take a while to undo.
“I am not surprised that people are
concerned about what’s going on and are
being hyper-vigilant and they need to get
that sense of security they just don’t have
at the moment, said Mr Smith”.
The Diary is still waiting for recent
statistics from the Police.
The take-away from this feature is
an awareness of crime and the role
social media plays in both aiding crime
prevention and increasing peoples’
anxiety.
No criminal wants to be watched and the
2016 trend showing crime shifting from
the more populated shopping centres to
the quieter suburbs may indicate CCTV
can deter criminals in the long run.
For the moment, at least in Warrandyte’s
case, our biggest defence is to watch and
tools like Facebook are our best weapon
— our ability to collectively report in
one place and build up the “big picture”
allows the Police to construct an accurate
timeline.
However, the nature of social media often
means reports of break-ins cause alarmist
responses which increase peoples’ anxiety.
Whether we are calm or anxious in our
social media posts relating to crime does
little to the crime rate but a lot for our
mental health.
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Break-in at Colman
Reserve has silver lining
By FRANS BROUWER

THE CLUBS THAT base themselves at Colman
Reserve in South Warrandyte are, sadly, no
strangers to vandalism.
In June and October 2016, hoons did doughnuts
and left car parts strewn around the oval.
Last April, attention shifted to the clubrooms,
with two break-ins in three days.
Thieves made off with thousands of dollarsworth of goods, including cricket balls, sound
equipment, alcohol and soft drink.
The crime was reported by the club to the
Warrandyte Police on the morning following
the first break-in.
Warrandyte Police Station was contacted on
the morning after the first break-in and a week
later Yarra Ranges Police called to ask whether
the Club was missing any glass tankards
emblazoned with its logo (Man of the Match
glasses).
Club officials were able to pick up many of the
missing items two days later.
The Club is most grateful to Victoria Police,
including Donny Chioda of Warrandyte Police,
Cameron Burns and Tim Maloni of Doncaster
Police, the Crime Scene Unit at Box Hill, and
Trent Parker of Lilydale Police.
Thanks also to Steve Todd of Manningham
Council who changed the locks the first night
and then made repairs on another entry point
after the second break-in.

Newsagent safe
targeted in theft
By TOBY WARD

THE WARRANDYTE Newsagent, located
in Goldfields Shopping Centre, has
become one of the latest local businesses
to fall victim to thieves.
The burglary occurred on May 10 at
2:30am and was caught on CCTV.
The security footage depicts two men
using sledgehammers to break through
the wall of the newsagent to reach the
shop’s safe and leaving the scene in two
cars.
After struggling to move the safe, the
alleged offenders tied it to a stolen ute
and fled, dragging the safe along the
road and waking nearby residents.
Leading Senior Constable, Adam West,
said police followed the drag marks left
by the safe and caught up to the vehicles.
CCTV
images
One of
the offenders exited the ute
and got into the car his accomplice was
driving.
“Police attempted to follow the
other car but were blocked in by the
abandoned ute,” he added.
However, the unopened safe was
recovered and has been returned to the
newsagency.
The burglary was part of a string
of thefts from businesses in the
Warrandyte area including the nowclosed DM Cycles, South Warrandyte
Ultratune, and repeated robberies at
Quinton’s IGA.
Newsagent owner, David Clement,
said the break-in has left him and fellow
business owners feeling unsafe.
“You don’t know if or when they are
going to do it again, we just aren’t sure
what to expect anymore,” he said.
“It’s worrying for the community and
this sort of crime affects a wider group
of people because cars are stolen and
businesses are hurt,” said Mr. Clement.
The investigation into the burglary
is ongoing, Victoria Police urge anyone
with information to contact Crime
Stoppers.

October 2016
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War of the willows

By JAMES POYNER

SINCE FEBRUARY this year,
Melbourne Water have embarked
on a four-year revegetation project
along the Yarra riverbank in
Warrandyte as part of a larger
plan to improve the health of the
Yarra River, .
The first stage of their plan is to
remove the woody weed species
which threaten the local habitat
– this has involved the removal of
willow trees, prunus, blackberry
and other European species that
are considered noxious to the river.
Despite signif icant signage
placed along the river, few people
appear to have taken time to read
and understand what Melbourne
Water and Manningham Council
are aiming to achieve, which has
resulted in several community
members communicating their
distress regarding the removal
of trees, specifically the willows,
which has been exacerbated by
the swiftness and the significant
visual impact this has made on the
riverside.
In late May, Adriana James and
Alena Leon, two of the residents
concerned by works, met with
project managers along the river
to communicate their issues with
Melbourne Water’s project.
Ms James and Ms Leon spoke to
the Diary.
“Are we at a stage now where we
are going to chop down all of the
Botanic Gardens?
“What’s the difference, really — it’s
the mentality.
“The blossom trees were beautiful
in Spring, and I loved the willows,
it’s an emotional response as well.
“I understand about the natural
wildlife but I think they have just
swung the pendulum and instead of
just improving or looking after our
environment they have left it totally
denuded,” said Ms James.
Ms Leon commented on the visual
impact the works have had on
visitors to Warrandyte.
“At the weekend people just
stand there gaping, saying ‘what
happened’,” she said.
D u r i n g t he i r me e t i n g w i t h
Melbourne Water, Ms James and
Ms Leon asked if an alternative plan
had been considered, Melbourne
Water were unable to respond
to their question, so the Diary
asked Ms James and Ms Leon

what alternatives they would put
forward, if given the chance.
“I think they should have kept the
fruit trees, I think they should have
investigated whether the willows
are damaging or not before we start
stripping out every one of them,”
said Ms James.
Kate Nagato of Melbourne Water
Waterways and Land Management
North East told the Diary that
woody weed species such as
willow, desert ash and prunus,
psuedocapsicum, bridal creeper,
Japanese honeysuckle, ivy, blue
periwinkle and leersia oryzoides are
targeted for removal.
“Prunus trees in Warrandyte pose
an environmental threat to the
waterway; willows increase erosion
and flooding, reduce water quality
and flow and also limit habitat in
waterways,” she said.
Andrew Kelly, Vice-President of
Yarra Riverkeepers Association
agreed that caring for the Yarra river
and its supporting environment is
important, and said that restoring
the Yarra river system to a more
n at ive s tate w i l l h ave m o r e
benefits to the natural world than
maintaining an exotic one.
“Replacing introduced species
with their indigenous counterparts
will create a more robust and
effective river system, which will
reduce erosion,” he said.
But the works are not simply about
improving natures ability to combat
erosion, Mr Kelly explained the
Yarra is a “key migration corridor”
for our indigenous species restoring
habitat is an effective way to help
“maintain migration populations”.
It is easy to become sentimental
about the willow and prunus that
once stood on the banks of the river,
but Mr Kelly suggests we need to
“retune our aesthetic judgement a
little” and that visual impact is a
“temporary experience”.
“Melbourne Water has committed
to planting 2100 plants for this
project," Ms Nagato said.
“Our crews are currently planting
grasses in the areas where the
largest willows and thickest prunus
have been removed.
“We are working to install these
plants as soon after the removal of
the trees as possible,” she said.
The Yarra river is part of the
historical and cultural heritage of
Warrandyte and it is safe to assume

WARRANDYTE MANIPULATIVE
PHYSIOTHERAPY CENTRE

9844 1566
Paul Gilling and Rebecca Van Der Jagt
2 Trezise Street Warrandyte Vic 3113
fax 9844 4090

that all residents of Warrandyte
support any scheme to maintain
or improve the health and beauty
of our waterways, but as is often
the case with bureaucracy, a heavy
handed approached to a “green”
subject has led to community
outcry.
“Melbourne Water notif ied
t h e co m mu n i ty ab o u t t h e s e
important works several months
in advance and we have installed
signage showing the improved
environmental outcomes that will
be achieved upon the completion
of the project – these signs also
show the number of plants and
s u bs e q u e nt i m p rove d v i s u a l
conditions to be achieved by the
project,” Ms Nagato said.
It is true that there is signage
along the river that indicates
M e l b o u r n e Wa t e r i s d o i n g
significant revegetation work but
information about the “improved
environmental outcome” and
the “numbers of plants” is not as
obvious as Ms Nagato suggests.
The Waterways Improvement
Works project will lead to a healthier,
happier Yarra river which will in
turn propagate native wildlife,
bringing a new kind of aesthetic to
the Warrandyte riverside.
But the extent of the “woody weed
species” removal has highlighted
the initial work through stark
contrast, Melbourne Water are
not saying all non-indiginous
species need to be erased from the
Australian landscape, just that the
conservation of the river needs to
be our collective priority.
Friends of Warrandyte State
Park (FOWSP) Nursery Manager
J o s h R e ve l , to l d t h e D i a r y :
“FOWSP supports the removal of
invasive plants from Melbourne
Water and Parks Victoria land,
however a staged approach over
several years would have been
preferred to maintain habitat
corridors and amenity along the
river”.
At t h e b e g i n n i n g o f Ju n e ,
Melbourne Water taped two A4
pieces of paper to their “treeworks”
signs along the river, to provide
further information about the
nature of the project, if you would
like to read the “community bulletin”
the Diary suggests you get out there
before it rains next.
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your say
Willows of Warrandyte
Dear Diary,
It was pleasing to read Yvonne
Lynton Read’s letter (Your Say,
April), about the removal of the
willow tree from the Yarra River at
Warrandyte and I agree with her
wholeheartedly. The willows were
an integral part of Warrandyte
and always featured in tourist
information in days gone by. No
matter how hot the day, there was
always cool relief in the shade of the
then picturesque banks of the river
under a willow tree. The roots not
only held the river bank together
and stopped erosion, they carpeted
the ground with a soft surface
to walk on in bare feet, ideal for
young kiddies. Where the riverbank
was steep, the willow roots could
be used to climb out of the water,
where otherwise it was impossible
to do so.
My first reaction to their removal
was, “don’t the authorities know
anything about erosion?” To counter
this problem when it started to
happen, they lined the banks with
ugly rocks that are an eyesore,
look out of place and an obstacle
to get over to reach the water.
My second reaction was, “what
about the shade?” The riverbank

is now bare, with hardly any shade
and not inviting to families with
small children. Most Warrandyte
businesses rely on tourists (we
did when we had the Inglenook
Café), so why kill one of the main
attraction?
As an avid canoeist when growing
up in Warrandyte, it puzzles me
the argument that the willows
were cleared to make it safer for
canoeists! There was a spot around
Pound Bend where the willows
from both sides joined in the
middle, but this was not a problem
and we never wore lifejackets in
those days like canoeist of today.
This area could have been thinned
if they were a problem, without
ruining the whole of Warrandyte.
The unpicturesque rocks along the
bank also hinder launching and
retrieving canoes.
The beautiful landscape of
Warrandyte has been ruined
forever and the kids of today,
along with tourists, will not enjoy
the Warrandyte that the older
generation did.
Mick Fitzsimons
Humber Road, Croydon
(formerly from Johanson’s Road)

Pack up the eisels
Dear Diary,
As an artist living in Warrandyte for
nearly 40 years I love the coming of
autumn and the changing colours
along the river bank as the leaves
of the deciduous trees, including
the willows turn yellow and reflect
in the dark water.
Many times I have seen tourists
photographing with great
excitement at the beautiful scene
before them. Now the willows,
which have been there for so many,
many years are suddenly gone.
Like the cherry plums that line
much of Yarra Street, the weeping
willows dotted along the river banks
have been part of the character
of Warrandyte for more than a
century.
Following the decline of the gold
mining era, the natural beauty of
Warrandyte became a haven for
artists and writers alike. Even
before then, painters from the
Heidelberg School (including
Roberts, Streeton and McCubbin)
were drawn to the character of the
river’s environs. More recently, my
late father in law, Walter Manders
found the weeping willows to be a

favourite subject of his during the
1950s and 60s.
In the late 1800s a Captain Selby
who decided to settle in Warrandyte
established a farm along what is
now known as Till’s Drive. It is
said that he brought with him a
cutting of a weeping willow from
Napoleon’s grave and planted it here
as a memento. And it is possible that
the weeping willows found along
the river are a descendant of this.
Unlike the basket willows, which
were removed a few years ago, the
weeping variety, while still classed
as being "invasive" are much easier
to control and have even been
shown to provide benefit in areas
which are prone to erosion.
And so now Melbourne Water in
their wisdom has decided they are
"woody weeds" to be eradicated.
I wonder how many other "nonindigenous" species that have
historic significance in Warrandyte
we might rid ourselves of to the
detriment of its character and
charm?
Cherry Manders
Warrandyte

Clara Southern – Riverbend Reflections
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The battle of Haslams Drop
By JAMES POYNER

BOTH ACTIVE Warrandytians
and members of the Warrandyte
Mountain Bike Club were enraged
w h e n " H a s l a m ’s D r o p " , o n
Warrandyte Common, was closed
for revegetation and improvement
works last month, as part of
the 2006 Warrandyte State Park
Management Plan.
The initial protest was voiced by
a local environmentalist Rohan
Smith who posted on Facebook that
the action by Parks Victoria was
“absolute stupidity”.
When the Diary contacted Parks
Victoria for a statement regarding
the revegetation works, Acting Area
Chief Ranger Warren Murphy told
the Diary:
“The revegetation works include
a section of Warrandyte State Park
that contains an informal trail,” Mr
Murphy said.
He said the works are part of a
10-year program to conserve and
improve the environmental values
in this reserve, including pest plant
and animal control, revegetation
and rehabilitation works.
“There are a variety of user groups
that enjoy Warrandyte State Park
for activities including mountain
bike riding, walking, canoeing and
bird watching; Parks Victoria works
to balance our programs to help
visitors enjoy these activities and
care for the park’s ecology and
environment.
“ Pa r k s V ic to r i a h a s a g o o d
working relationship with the
local mountain bike group and is
continuing to work together to

promote and identify areas in the
greater Warrandyte area that can be
used sustainably by mountain bike
riders,” said Mr Murphy.
After being initially contacted
by a concerned member of the
Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club,
the Diary spoke with club president
Andrew Riley.
“The Warrandyte Mountain Bike
Club understands that Warrandyte
State Park is managed under this
plan and that’s how we have to ride.
“When we first went to them [some
years ago], they said ‘under this
plan, we cannot have your members
making illegal tracks so can you tell
your members not to do that’, and
we said yep sure no problem.
“The relationship is good… it’s just
this one piece of trail that caught
everyone off guard.
“There is a local guy who has been
riding that trail for 30 years and to
wake up one morning, with no prior
warning to find the trail closed was
a surprise,” said Mr Riley.
Nothing quite illustrates the
emotion behind the loss of this
trail then the graffiti and vandalism
which had been inflicted on the
track works within 24-hours of the
trail closure being made public.
“That’s a kid, there is no intelligence
behind that,” said Colin, a member
of Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club.
“That’s not going to go down well
with Parks, that is clearly anger
behind that act,” he said.
The Warrandyte Mountain Bike
Club’s Facebook page is a public
group with 720 members, nearly
five times the number of official
club members, suggesting many

people visit the Facebook group for
information about local mountain
bike tracks and events.
Mr Riley said communication
from Parks Victoria regarding the
closure of mountain bike tracks is
of Parks interest as well as local
bike riders.
“I told [Ranger] Warren you either
consult with us on these sorts of
things, or this is going to happen;
you’ll go and replace them, people
will tear them out, you’ll replace
them — it will be a constant resource
fight, not everyone on the Facebook
group are actual club members and
it is not just the mountain bike
club who use the track — this sort
of thing is going to happen if an
alternative is not provided or some
sort of consultation happens,” he
said.
It has become apparent to this
Diary reporter that Parks Victoria’s
choice to carry out the directive of
the 2006 Warrandyte State Parks
Management Plan and close down
and revegetate a track, which has
been used by the local mountain
biking community for decades,
without communicating their plans
to local mountain bike groups, may
have been short-sighted.
On asking Parks Victoria why
they chose not to communicate
their plans for Haslams Drop to
local groups, the Diary received this
response from Kate Milkins, Parks
Victoria Communications Advisor:
“the trail that was closed was not
a Management Vehicle Only track,
therefore it was not a permitted
mountain bike trail,” she said.

Pigeon Bank Road
objectors join forces
By DAVID HOGG

THE VICTORIAN Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT)
has now handed down its decision
following a practice day hearing
on May 5, in respect of an appeal
by a number of local community
groups, neighbours and individuals
against the granting of a permit for
a dwelling at 2 Pigeon Bank Road,
a controversial development in a
heavily-treed Green Wedge area.
In the order, VCAT determined
that there was an objector to the
original permit application and
therefore valid grounds for the case
to continue.
The tribunal also determined that
all the objectors, being Warrandyte
Community Association, Friends of
Nillumbik, Green Wedge Protection
Group, five immediate neighbours
and two other individuals could join
together as a single joint applicant
body to oppose the permit.

In her order, VCAT member Dalia
Cook stated “I consider that the
scale of the proposal raises broader
impacts on the community, beyond
just adjacent properties.
“The acceptability of the proposal
having regard to relevant planning
policy and zone/overlay controls,
the nature and extent of proposed
ve g e tat io n r e m ova l ( a n d i ts
environmental impact), together
with the siting and landscape
impacts of the dwelling warrant
independent consideration by the
Tribunal.”
VCAT has allowed three hours for
a compulsory conference on the
matter on July 6.
If the parties cannot reach
agreement at that conference, then
the matter will go to a full hearing.
Four days have been set aside for
this, commencing September 25.
A decision would then be expected
by early November.

Like us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/warrandytediary

??

Is hearing loss affecting your life?

Disengaged from conversation? Loud TV/radio? Ringing in the ear?

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

We are all ears to help you enjoy hearing again!

Hypnotherapy & Healing
Are you stuck? Confused? Needing to find direction? Caught up
in compulsive or addictive patterns? Need to quit smoking? Or to
lose weight? Depressed, anxious, & wanting change? Needing
change but unsure how to proceed?

Your Local Caring Audiologist

Hypnotherapy is a safe & effective way
to find the future you want.

www.ivoryhearing.com.au

Malcolm Dart | Dip Clinical Hypnotherapy, Member AHA
Ph 0412 041 402 | LiveYourLightHypnotherapy.com.au

Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte
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Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

Tired muscles? Sore joints??

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

With the year well underway, your body may be in need of a
little attention. Whether
it is preparing
for the winter preBRRRRR…
It’s chilly!!!
season or summer ﬁnals, pop into Warrandyte Osteopathy
Are the winter blues
starting
to help
take effect?
and
let us
you! Are your muscles
and joints feeling the cold just a little too much??

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko
Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast
Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

We treat
everything from head and neck pain right down to
If so, why not pop into Warrandyte Osteopathy and pick up a
footpack
andtotoe
problems.
heat
keep
you warm.
Heat
packs6are
great
for thoseso
cold
winter
days
nights
and2465,
We are
open
days
a week,
either
call
usoron
9844
they can even help with healing! Make an appointment with
go online to melbourneosteopathy.org and follow the
one of our great Osteopaths and we can tell you all about it.
prompts.
We are open 6 days a week, so either call us on 9844 2465,
go online to melbourneosteopathy.org and follow the
prompts to make a booking.
Shop 2, 90-92
Melbourne
Road
Shop 2, Hill
90-92
Warrandyte,
3113
Melbourne Hill Road
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Charter Bus from Warrandyte to Billanook daily
2017 College Tours
Thursday 22 June - School at Work Tour
Wednesday 2 August - School at Work Tour
Saturday 2 September - Saturday Morning College Tour

An Independent, Co-educational School
in the tradition of the Uniting Church
Educating children from
Early Learning to Year 12

Reserve your spot now at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark
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Women of Warrandyte forum

By SANDI MILLER

THE FIRST THING that hit you as you
entered Altair on May 24 was the wall of noise
produced by around 70 women attending
the Women in Business Forum hosted by
Warrandyte Community Bank.
The cacophony settled to a dull murmur
when the tea and cakes appeared on the table
and Bendigo Bank Branch Manager Cheryl
Meikle seized the opportunity to welcome the
collected women to the event.
“This forum is all about celebrating women
and all the wonderful things we contribute
to our community”, Ms Meikle told the
gathering.
The bank had lined up a range of fascinating
speakers for the occasion who gave some very
interesting talks on their areas of expertise.
Emma Race, an app developer and host
of the football focussed Outer Sanctum
Podcast, discussed the future of media and
how businesses can build relationships with
customers through engaging with social
media.
Bambi Gordon, manager of marketing
and PR company The Woo, talked about the
misconceptions around marketing and how
to cut through the clutter on social media.
She said the first step to marketing is to
work out what your business is, which is not
always what you think it is — but what the
customer believes it to be.
“You have to be at the top of your customer’s
mind when they are ready to buy,” she said.
Ms Gordon turned the discussion to
the broader concerns women in business
experience, such as the pay gap, and
imposter syndrome, where women’s skills

are undervalued by both their employers and
by themselves.
“Women need to step up and say ‘I’m
awesome’,” if women are going to address the
things that hold them back in the workforce.
This theme was taken up by the third
speaker, accountant Vicky Adams, who
discussed the disparity in women’s financial
matters, including hours of work, rates of pay
and superannuation nest eggs.
Ms Adams gave some very pertinent
financial advice around building both your
business’s financial position and your own
position in relation to managing debt,
superannuation, insurance and estate
planning.
The speakers then joined forces to answer
questions from the floor, with the main takeaway from the forum being:
•	Technology is changing the power
structure, which has historically been
controlled by men.
•	It is time to make work work for us, by
structuring our work around our lives,
not the other way around.
•	Own your awesomeness — do not fall into
the trap of believing that women cannot
be assertive, or powerful, or clever.
The formal part of the morning was then
followed by a networking opportunity where
established relationships were strengthened
and new relationships were forged, and a great
sense of community was reinforced amongst
the wonderful women of Warrandyte.
The forum raised $1000 for the Cancer
Council as part of Australia’s Biggest Morning
Tea.

Put your best toe forward
in support of refugees
“THANK YOU to everyone for wiping the
sadness from our hearts.”
That was a message Meg Bailey received
from a recently arrived Syrian family as
they responded to an invitation to attend a
special Refugee Week Bush Dance to be held
at the Warrandyte Community Church on
Saturday June 17.
“It’s such a simple thing to organise, and
look at the difference it is making,” says Meg,
a Warrandyte local, high school teacher and
busy mum of three who is organising the
bush dance.
Tickets are $15 — children under 12 are free.
“They are selling like hotcakes, no tickets will
be sold at the door,” Ms Bailey said.
The event will raise money to support
newly arrived Syrian and Iraqi refugees
living in Melbourne who are also invited
to come along and meet some friendly
Australians.
Local band Five and a Zac will play the
tunes and lead the bush dance call and
Syrian musicians will teach Australians a
traditional Arabic line dance.
“People can also buy a ticket for a refugee
and even if you can’t make it, we’d encourage
you to make a donation,” Meg explains.
“We thought it was a great way to get
everyone together and raise some money. It’s
my little way to help,” she said.
Helping organise the dance is fellow mum
and Warrandyte business woman Hahn
Truong, who says this is a cause very close
to her heart.
“I am Vietnamese, I was one of those boat
people — I know what it feels like.
I have been through what the Syrians are
going through, I just want to give something
back,” she said.
Hahn — who runs a small business
producing Vietnamese sauces — will be
joining a handful of helpers and newly
arrived Syrian and Iraqi women to prepare
some traditional foods for the dance.
“Sometimes it’s hard to know how to offer
your help — this is a chance to get to know
people, exchange recipes and make new
friendships — it’s a chance to make new
connections, and maybe be able to help in a

deeper way,” Ms Truong says.
Meg Bailey first worked with refugees in
Darwin ten years ago, says although she and
Hahn knew each other over the school fence,
it wasn’t until moves to resettle refugees
in Eltham prompted discussion on the
Warrandyte Business and Community Page
that they decided to get active.
“Someone accused us of being bleeding
hearts, so we formed the Warrandyte
Bleeding Hearts Club.”
This is the group’s first community
fundraiser, funds raised will support the
community group Welcome to Eltham, and
the Australian Syrian Charity.
Tickets can be purchased
via Trybooking: bit.ly/
BookRWBD

N E W LY R E N O VAT E D F U N C T I O N R O O M

N E W & I M P R O V E D F U N C T I O N PA C K A G E S

Our newly renovated function room is now open. The River View
Room has beautiful views and natural lighting and is perfect for all
occasions, including weddings, life celebrations / wakes
and engagements.

We have a large range of finger food packages to suit all tastes and
budgets. Our executive Chef has access to the freshest and best
produce and prepares all the food on the premises. We can cater
for any dietary requirement.

F I N D O U T M O R E A T G R A N D H O T E LWA R R A N DY T E . C O M . A U/ F U N C T I O N S
E N Q U I R I E S & R E S E R VA T I O N S – C O N T A C T O U R E V E N T S C O O R D I N A T O R E M I LY

110 YARRA ST, WARRANDYTE

T (03) 9844 3202

INFO@GRANDHOTELWARRANDYTE.COM.AU

WWW.GRANDHOTELWARRANDYTE.COM.AU
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Birrarung stories
By JIM POULTER
MURRANGURK WAS the tribal
name given to William Buckley, the
convict who escaped in 1803 and
spent the next 32 years living with
the Kulin people in the Port Phillip
Bay area.
Buckley had a profound but little
appreciated impact on the ultimate
survival of Aboriginal people in
Central Victoria.
After escaping from Sorrento,
Buckley walked around the Bay
and near Geelong found a spear at
a fresh grave, so he used it to catch
fish.
He was approached and asked
if he was the owner of the spear,
Murrangurk, come back to life.
Buckley was escorted back to the
camp and the Elders of course knew
he was one of the white men they
had heard about.
They appointed a couple of tutors
and in less than two months Buckley
was fluent in Wathaurong.
Ultimately he became fluent in at
least six Aboriginal languages, even
though he was illiterate in English.
Bu c k le y h a d s e r ve d i n t h e
Napoleonic Wars and began telling
them many stories about the
weapons of destruction and the
uncompromising attitude of white
people.
He was escorted to camps all
over the Kulin Federation to tell
his stories and effectively had the
title of “Headman for Education on
Whitefellahs”.
Buckley told them if they ever saw
a person with a white face like his,
never kill them, because if even one
white man was killed, they would
‘Hunt down all your mob and shoot
you like kangaroos’.
The Kulin therefore passed
“Murrangurk’s Law” forbidding
anyone in the five Kulin tribes from
killing a white man.
It is most interesting to see how
this law played out in practice
locally.
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Murrangurk’s law
The first settler in this area was
Major Charles New man who
claimed land at the junction of
Mullum Creek and the Yarra in 1837.
From the outset he fired with
deadly intent at any native who
dared cross his land.
Despite this severe provocation
the Kulin did not seek deadly
payback.
I n s tea d t hey co n d u c te d a n
economic guerrilla war against
the Major and settlers like him,
destroying their fences, setting fire
to their paddocks and driving off
their stock.
In 1840, my great-grandfather,
John Chivers arrived in the colony
and was hired by Major
Newman to fell trees.
Unlike the Major, John
established friendly
relations with the local
people, often trading
butter, sugar or tea for
game.
John learnt the
Woiwurrung language
and as far as I am aware
was one of only two
settlers to do so.
The other was Jimmy
Dawson who had also
settled at Warrandyte in 1840.
One of the many stories passed
down my family is that when it
was greying dawn one morning,
John was lighting the fire to cook
breakfast.
As he was doing so, a troop of
painted-up natives, who he knew,
were passing by.
John asked the warriors what was
going on and if they wanted to share
breakfast with him.
They responded that they first
had to go and kill the Major, but
would come back for breakfast
when they had done so.
Apparently the Major had shot
and killed one of them the previous
day while they were in the process

of burning his paddocks to drive off
his stock.
The troop continued on the four
hundred metres or so to the Major’s
turf-block hut, but the Major’s wife,
Catherine, had also risen early to
light the fire.
She saw the troop of natives
approaching and realising their
intent, roused the Major.
It was too late to start shooting
from the narrow slit windows of
his hut, so Catherine got the Major
to hide up the large chimney.
The warriors entered the hut and
were of course not interested in
exacting any payback on Catherine.
She had never fired on them, as the
Major often did.
S he h a d neve r ki l le d
anyone, only the Major had.
So their planned payback
was directed solely at him.
Catherine assured the men
that the Major had gone to
Melbourne and wouldn’t be
back for a couple of days.
Not necessarily
d i s b e l i e v i n g h e r, t h e y
searched the one -room
hut, but couldn’t find him
and left to share a hearty
breakfast and pot of tea
with John.
After the warriors had left, the
Major emerged from the chimney
with his whiskers and clothes
singed by the heat of the fire.
It was an amazing feat not to have
coughed from the smoke and given
himself away, but then again, his life
had depended on it
Having been told this story many
times as a child, I always wondered
why the tribesmen didn’t return the
next day to finish the job.
It’s not as if the Major hadn’t
thoroughly earned such a fate
anyway.
It was only decades later when I
learned about Murrangurk’s Law,
that it all finally made sense to me.

Exhibition celebrates
Indigenous women
MANNINGHAM ART Gallery is
c u r r e n t ly h ol d i n g a s p e c i a l
exhibition exploring diverse
themes from identity to
postcolonial theory, feminism to
street culture, as part of National
Reconciliation Week.
The exhibition is entitled Badjur
- Bagarook - Yorga – Woman, and it
s howcases u n iq ue voices o f
contemporary Indigenous artists
from across Victoria.
Manningham Mayor Cr Michelle
Kleinert said Manningham Council
was a strong supporter of National
Reconciliation Week and played a
central role in acknowledging
Australia’s past and celebrating the
future through a variety of local
events.
“Council is taking the next steps
to recognise and pay respect to
Australia’s Indigenous people,” she
said.
“We want to further break down
the barriers between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Australians by
holding activities, enabling the
wider community to connect with
the local Wurundjeri history and

culture.”
Running until June 24, this year’s
exhibition features work by Aunty
Marlene Gilson, Cassie Leatham
and emerging artist Pierra Van
Sparkes.
The Manningham Art Gallery is
located on the Ground Floor, MC2,
687 Doncaster Road, Doncaster.

Above: Aunty Marlene Gilson:
Marngrook Football — Ballarat
Goldfields, 2017
Below: Aunty Marlene Gilson at work
in her studio

Image courtesy of Wind & Sky Productions

This Financial Year, the Club has used funds from the
Warrandyte Riverside Market for the following:

Fill your pantry and fridge

Warrandyte High School:

• Makerspace Project 					
• Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment Camp 		
• WHS Teen Mental Health Program				

$9000
$1000
$3300

Whitefriars College Model United Nations 			

$ 850

Warrandyte Sports Club (Digital board)				

$5000

We have also supported the following in our community using funds raised
from our Op Shop, Art Show, Tunstall Market and Christmas Raffle:
We welcome Hill Top Farm Meats to our monthly market. As well as our usual stall
holders offering fresh veggies, berries, eggs, honey, condiments and cheese. You can
now fill your fridge with meats, seafood and an extensive range of English produce,
including pork pies, scotch eggs and black pudding.
And don’t forget the Cocoa Moon Market Bus. Park your car
away from the market and travel to and from us in style.
No carrying heavy bags on a long walk – so you can buy even
more of our local fresh produce.

WARRANDYTE

WARRANDYTE

Bus departs bottom of Police Street, North Warrandyte CFA, Warrandyte RSL
Roundabout, Warrandyte Community Centre, Warrandyte Primary School, Warrandyte Footy Oval,
Returns - Market at bottom of Police Street
Bus departs every 35 minutes from 8.30am, terminates at approximately 12.30pm

Ph: 9844 4100 www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au

• Warrandyte Football Club 					
• Warrandyte Tennis Club					
• Nowandnotyet Christmas Dinner				
• Hearing aids for local family					
• Warrandyte Primary School sports project			
• Christmas cakes for Meals on Wheels recipients		
• Fireball 					
• Warrandyte Neighbourhood House				
• Warrandyte Primary School fees for needy student		
• Donburn Primary School Music & Drama studio		
• End of Year Encouragment Awards :
	Donvale Primary, Donburn Primary, Warrandyte Primary,
Andersons Creek primary, St. Anne’s Primary,
Warrandyte High					
•	Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Program for
local young adult					

$2000
$ 500
$ 200
$2000
$1000
$1702
$5000
$2000
$1600
$2000

$1850
$ 800
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Warrandyte set to go potty for teapots
By JAMES POYNER

IN 2004 A group of potters joined
together and opened The Studio@
Flinders, a gallery which sold,
exhibited, and raised awareness
about the world of wheel thrown,
handmade ceramics.
One of the major annual
exhibitions The Studio@Flinders
hosted was the Melbourne Teapot
exhibition.
In 2016, The Studio@Flinders
closed, but the craft and spirit
of handmade ceramics is still
strong in Warrandyte and The
Stonehouse Gallery on Yarra Street
has taken up the mantel and will be
hosting Melbourne’s annual teapot
exhibition in August.
The Diary spoke with Marymae
Trench, a ceramics artist and
Stonehouse Gallery member since
2003, Ms Trench is part of the
team who is arranging this year’s
exhibition.
“Warrandyte has a long tradition
of ceramics… at one stage there were
seven shops in Warrandyte so there
is definitely a history,” she said.
Ceramics has fallen out of fashion
and there are very few courses
now that allow new people to learn
ceramics,
“I started classes at Potters Cottage
in 1979, then ceramics were king but
20 years on ceramics has really
slowed down… there used to be
three TAFE colleges which allowed
students to study ceramics, now
there are none,” said Ms Trench.
A trend which is compounded by
the convenience and availability of
cheaply made and imported ceramic
goods.
“We get tyre kickers here on
Sunday, this young couple came
in and the bloke said ‘there’s a mug
in here and you’ve gotta’ pay $20
for it, and his partner said well its
handmade you know… people come
in and say they’ve always drunk
out of clay because that’s what

their mum and dad did, but the
people who haven’t grown up with
handmade stuff don’t really know
the joy of using something that has
been hand made,” Ms Trench said.
The Melbourne Teapot Exhibition,
if successful, could become a regular
calendar event for the Stonehouse
Gallery which will compliment
other community events on the
Warrandyte calendar — such as the
Warrandyte Festival and Pottery
Expo — as a way of bringing tourism
into the area.
Ms Trench is talking to local
businesses in an attempt to generate
some enthusiasm for the exhibition.
To inspire local businesses to get
involved, Ms Trench explained how
she hoped to replicate something
along the lines of the Warrandyte
Christmas Gnome hunt.
“We were told there were 200
entries last year, which means
there were 200 kids and their
parents, wandering the streets of
Warrandyte looking in the windows
of businesses — this is one of the
problems with Warrandyte, people
don’t know what is here,” she said.
The Stonehouse Gallery is a
working gallery, which means
everything on display in the shop,
including exhibition content, is
for sale.
The exhibition organisers are
excited by the prospect of having
around 50 different artists from
all over Australia displaying their
works and the organisers are sure
there is something to suit all tastes.

But why teapots?
The process of making tea in a
teapot has fallen out of fashion, the
convenience of teabags is too hard
to ignore.
There is still a generation who
do remember their parents or
grandparents using a tea pot, and
the fashion of handmade is slowly
coming back, but what’s in it for
the potters?
Ms Trench describes the process
of making a teapot and the appeal
to potters due to the skill required
to make a good teapot.
“When I was a student, I made five
teapots and at the end I said I was
never going to make a teapot ever,
ever, ever, ever again because they
are so hard to make.
“So you’ve got to make it so it is
going to hold tea, you’ve got to have
a handle that is functional, it’s got to
have a spout, now when you make
it you have got to make sure the
level of the spout is above the level
of the water— if it is below you fill
it up and it comes straight out the
spout, you’ve got to make sure the
lid doesn’t fall out when you tip it
up. “When you have a tea pot that
already weighs a lot and you put
in a litre of water, that’s another
kilogram of weight, and it has to be
aesthetically pleasing.
“You have to put the little holes
where the spout is.
“You throw it on the wheel, you
throw the spout then you have to
cut the spout so it fits on and it’s
got to have a lip that doesn’t dribble.
“It is totally different to making
a bowl because there are so many
elements that you need to get right
and when it is full the centre of
gravity needs to be in the right place
and that is very hard to get right.
“It is very difficult and I don’t think
people realise just how hard it is,”
she said.
The exhibition will be open to the
public August 4 – 15.

exte Closing
nde
d to date
July
31

Hello Warrandyte

We hope you are all well. We would like
you to join us on another adventure.
This time we would like to take you to:

TEXAS

Slow cooked Texan style BBQ banquet
Friday June 23 from 7pm
Saturday June 24 from 7pm
$45pp including a glass of wine or beer

RSVP 9844 5081
It’ll be great to see you!!
P.S. Feel free to drop by anytime and we’ll
make you a coffee.

	
Cocoa Moon Café
166 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte, 3113.
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From Pound Bend to Frogland, a nature walk

Words & photos: LINDA ROGAN
COME WITH me for a nature walk
to a part of Pound Bend that may
be new to you.
We start at the car park and picnic
ground.
Here six interpretive signs,
installed in 2014, tell “Wurundjeri
Stories” and show the significance
of this area to the Wurundjeri
people, since long before the arrival
of Europeans.
The research and development
of the content of these signs was
led by Wurundjeri people and their
stories stay in my mind as we stroll
along a yerrin barring (bush path)
that leads upstream.
The striking manna gums, on both
sides of the Yarra provide leaves
for smoking ceremonies, bark for
shields and canoes and sweet sap
gum for bush tucker.
Their historical significance is
shown in the name Wurundjeri,
made up of wurun the manna gum
and djeri, the grub that crawls
under its wilam (bark).
I’m glad that these trees and
Wurundjeri people are still with us.
A 20-minute stroll across several
foot bridges brings us to open
paddocks; this area was cleared for
orchards in early 1920s.
Superb blue wrens tease us as
they skip across the track too fast
for photos.
The trail turns right up-hill,
skirting the edge of the clearing,
on this sunny day many ‘roos are
lounging amongst the bushes and
reluctantly rise if we approach too
closely.
As we proceed uphill we are
nearing the Friends of Warrandyte
State Park (FOWSP) indigenous

corner of my eye
By JO FRENCH
“SOME 130 million books have been
published in history; a big reader
will get through 6,000 in a lifetime.
Choose carefully...” tweeted the
author, Alain de Botton, on January
7 2017.
And so the chatter started —

some were working out the maths
while others asked “When did the
counting start?”
For me to be anywhere near
that number I would have to start
counting with the first reader that
I brought home from school.
It was the last two words that
caught the attention of many of
us — myself included.
“Choose carefully...” It has haunted
me since and found its way into a
few conversations.
So how do we choose? I’ve
done some research and it seems
to boil down to a few options.
“Recommendations from reliable
sources” was the leader of the pack,
followed closely by the controversial

Kangaroos at Pound Bend

Cranberry heath

plant nursery.
Proceed along the narrow bitumen
road to the fenced area where
Carolyn Noel’s gorgeous sign
announces Frogland.
Enter but please be sure to shut
the gate to protect the tasty plants
from grazing and browsing animals.
This is an evolving seed and cutting
orchard for the nursery, an area
dear-to-my-heart, as I have spent
many hours weeding and planting
here, but it began long before I was
a member of FOWSP.
In the FOWSP September 1992
newsletter, FOWSPian and previous
Warrandyte Diary nature columnist

Pat Coupar wrote that this “was the
perfect site for a wetland — storm
water drainage with the addition of
run off from the nursery watering
system had created an excessively
wet and boggy area near the Park
depot… a small dam was bulldozed…
its banks were moulded… and a
narrow overflow trench dug, which
channelled the excess water into
depressions scraped out below the
dam”.
Much work followed by many
FOWSPians and Parks Victoria
Rangers.
A wooden boardwalk was built for
access into the heart of the wetland

in March 1993.
In 2011, the boardwalk had rotted
and was no longer safe; blackberries
and thistles were threatening
indigenous plants.
The challenges were formidable
but we were determined that the
work done in the 1990s would not
go to waste.
Warrandytian Jason came up with
the idea of remaking the path with
local mulch and then made this a
reality.
A great success, it opened the area
up for effective removal of weeds
and the addition of many more
plants.
Total enclosure of the area with
deer, roo and rabbit-proof fencing
enabled the introduction of more
sensitive plants, such as greenhood
orchids and scented sundew.
Plant signage from a Manningham
Council grant identifies plants in
this area.
Feel free to explore the Frogland
pathways at your leisure.
I hope you enjoy this walk as much
as I have.
Cranberry heath’s speck of red
This matting perennial can be
seen at Pound Bend, Fourth Hill and
other nearby bushland.
The tubular red flowers open in
soft stars and shyly peek between
prickly leaves, one of few colourful
wildflowers reliably seen this time
of year.
I have yet to taste the 5-10 mm
green to reddish fruits that are
sweet with a large seed and a
Wurundjeri food.
Birds also feed on the berries and
nectar.

Sunshine brings scented
sundew’s bloom
The liquid studded leaves of this
sundew have been dormant over
the dry summer months and are
just now pushing up through the
soil again.
You will see these white blooms
opening on sunny days in June.
Like all sundews, this carnivorous
plant traps small insects on it sticky
leaves providing nutrition that
make the plants able to tolerate
infertile soils.
There are at least five other species
of sundew in the Warrandyte area
including the “tall” and the “forked”.

Scented sundew blossom

June is deep winter
T h e c h i l ly we a t h e r b r i n g s
increasing mists while silver wattles
bloom at riverside.
We may huddle inside but birds
and animals are breeding and
nesting and the bush is bursting
with life.
Watch for more fungus, orchids
and other early wildflowers as flora
responds to autumn rains.
When the sun does shine the day
will be glorious.

So how can you choose just six thousand?
“attraction to the book cover”.
Next came “following authors that
we know and love” in equal third
place with “whatever is on the list
for book club”.
My research was random and
unqualified so please don’t quote
me, it typically involved coffee or
wine and friends — and Google was
never invited to the party.
I will admit that I am a cover girl;
beautiful covers are a trap for me,
although the books themselves
have been known to sit unread
beside my bed, gathering dust —
one day, I promise.
Have you seen The Birdman’s Wife
by Melissa Ashley?
The hardcover edition has a duck
egg blue dustjacket with Elizabeth
Gould’s illustrations of a superb
fairy wren.
If you take off the dust jacket you
will see these little wrens returning
to feed their young in an intricately
drawn nest, a little hidden treasure.

The book was a Christmas gift, and,
I’m afraid to say, it’s in “that” pile.
Or perhaps, the cover of The
Witches of New York by Ami McKay,
how could you not want to discover
what is waiting inside those ornate
gates protected by ravens?
I hear you scoff at my shallowness,
yet I hold my head high.
The cover often comes up in
conversation at the start of book
group as we are pouring the first
glass of wine.
I’m not the only one affected by it
and it seems the e-bookers amongst
us miss seeing the covers on the
coffee table or beside their bed. The
cover of a kindle doesn’t quite open
as many conversations as a pretty
book sitting on the table.
But as I continue to muse over the
idea of choosing carefully, I realise
I don’t actually choose my own
reading very often anymore.
At Christmas, I put one or two
titles on my Santa list that is pegged

to the fridge for all to see and in
February — when book group
reconvenes — we all offer up a
couple of titles and put them to
the vote.
Each of us gets a title on the list.
There is a pile beside my bed of
“wanna-reads” and a long line across
the back of my desk of “one days”
and “shoulds” held up at each end
by heavy, fake antique books.
In the lounge room there is a large
shelf full of “done alreadys”, you
are very welcome to borrow any of
them, well almost any, and maybe
there are a few I wouldn’t mind if
they didn’t come back.
So, what of those books you just
don’t like, or give up on after 15 or
50 pages? I’ve heard it said that once
you start a book you owe it to the
author to read to the end.
Really? Life’s too short — how
many pages do you give a book? And
when you are done do you keep it?
A friend of mine tells me that

21-23 Delaneys Road,
South Warrandyte
robdolanwines.com.au
thefarmyarravalley.com.au

when she doesn’t like a book, she
just “pops it in the slot!” Of course
I was a little confused and asked
“What slot?” She puts it in the afterhours return slot at her local library.
However, I can report that the
Warrandyte Library does not accept
donations so don’t take her up on
this idea.
Occasionally, I’m brave enough
to box up a few for the school
bookstall and each month when
I walk by the bookseller at the
market I’m tempted to ask if she
wants a few boxes.
Instead, I glance at the covers,
fight an internal battle and often
walk away with another “one day”.
With de Botton’s words echoing
and bookshelves bulging, I’m a little
more conscious of the titles I choose
to delve into.
But the idea of six thousand?
I’m happy to discard such a notion,
and return to book-reading to
escape, to learn and to enjoy.
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Power-hungry diets — what meat really means

By R
 EV-BECCA LEE
AS HUMANS WE have positioned
ourselves comfortably at the
top of the food chain, a neat feat
achieved through the evolution of
our intellect.
Yet we are now blindly following
some destructive mistruths about
what we need to eat, and it’s
harming more than just our bodies.
As children, most of us are
taught that we need plenty of
meat and dairy in our diet, as these
animal products contain nutrients
unavailable in other foods.
Through my own research, I
now know this to not only be
untrue, but that obesity and many
common diseases are currently
being attributed to meat-intensive
diets.
Sure, adding meat to the basic
foraging diet of “hunting” cavemen
was a great leap forward, providing
higher concentrations of proteins
and minerals than what was
available from “gathering” alone.
It has even been attributed to the
growth in the size of the human
brain back then.
These days though, we have plenty
of highly nutritious grains, seeds
and nuts available to us, as well as
a massive variety of fresh fruit and
vegetables available all year round.
We even have some fabulous
mock-meat products (“facon”,
“ficken” and “snausages” as we call
them), available at our very own
IGA.
Did you know: ex-Warrandyte
grandparents Alan Murray and
Janette Murray-Wakelin ran 366
consecutive marathons around
Australia (total 15,782kms) in 2013,
on a raw vegan diet?
There is no doubt we can have
healthy bodies without consuming
animal products, in fact studies
show vegetarians outlive their

wellbeing

meat-eating counterparts by 5–10
years.
Plenty of information is available
about the health problems of meatrich diets and benefits of plantbased alternatives, but what about
the impact of animal agriculture on
the environment?
Meat eating (on the scale we
c u r re nt ly i n d u l ge) i s to ta l ly
unsustainable, on many levels,
if everyone on earth consumed
as many animal products as the
average Aussie (often several
different animals in one day), we’d
need about three earths to feed
everyone!
Let’s see if you can stomach some
stats.
Land use
Producing animal products
requires up to 10 times as much
land as producing the equivalent
amount of vegetable products.
A meat- eaters diet typically
requires 2.5 times the amount of
land compared to a vegetarian (no
flesh) diet, and five times that of a
vegan (no flesh, dairy, eggs, honey,
etc) diet.
Clearing land for animal
industries also causes long-term
land degradation and loss of habitat
for our native species.
Carbon emission
Between the warming impact
of methane (from farts) and the
impact of land clearing, a total of
approximately 384 megatons of
carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2-e)
emissions are generated by the
livestock industry in Australia
annually.
This is far more than double the
warming from the 169 megatons of
carbon dioxide emitted from our
coal fired power stations.
Add to this all the intensive

transportation and refrigeration
involved in the industry, and you
begin to see the whole problem.
All the cars, trucks, tractors,
planes and ships in the world
combined produce less greenhouse
gas emissions than the livestock
industry does.
This means that the
production of one kilogram
of beef is just as bad for
the environment as driving
around for three hours, while
leaving all your lights on at
home.
A vegetarian driving a
Hummer averages less carbon
emissions than a meat eater
in a Prius.
Water use
In Victoria, 77 % of
agricultural water is used for
pasture and hay production
for grazing animals raised for
meat and dairy products.
In comparison, only 10%
is used for the production
of fruit and vegetables for
human consumption.
It takes between 50,000
and 100,000 litres of water to
produce one kilogram of beef,
compared to only 2,500 litres
to produce one kilogram of
white rice — the most waterintensive grain crop —, and much
less for most fruit and vegetables.
Feeding the world
We are somewhat distanced from
the heartbreaking truth that 790
million people in the world are
chronically undernourished, and
about 27,000 children under five die
of poverty and starvation every day.
“Between 40 and 50 % of all cereals
are not eaten by humans, but by
livestock” – Dr Harry Aiking, VU
University, Amsterdam.

Globally, we grow enough edible
grain to provide 50% more than is
required for every person in the
world.
But most of this edible grain is
used to feed animals for meat, dairy
and egg production.

The world’s cattle alone consume
enough food to feed 8.7 billion
people — more than the entire
human population.
But the price of grain has risen
by hundreds of percent in recent
years due to this industry, pricing
poor people out of the market for
basic foods.
80-95% of food energy and protein
available in plants is wasted when
converted to meat for human
consumption.

It is much more efficient for
people to consume foods lower in
the food chain i.e. to consume the
plant foods directly.
We might say that MEAT =
Misusing Environment Appeasing
Tastebuds
There are several reasons
more and more people are
converting to meat-free
diets.
Jan Saunders runs local
Ve g a n B & B , T h e B e e t
Retreat, in Smiths Gully.
She has been vegan for
five years, a choice she
made due to the ethical
dilemmas associated with
the treatment of animals in
the farming industry.
Ms Saunders says the
demographic trends
indicate that men tend to
be more motivated by the
environmental impacts of
the meat industry, while
women are more motivated
by a n i m a l r i g h ts a n d
personal health choices.
In our house, it’s the other
way around, but it doesn’t
matter the motivator really,
we are proud to eat healthy
diets without meat or milk.
Our purchasing decisions are
powerful, as a decline in demand for
animal products is the only way to
affect the impact of this industry.
If you are convinced you couldn’t
l ive w i t h o u t m e a t , p e r h a p s
contemplate having a meat-free
day every week, or even on every
second day.
The Beet Retreat runs vegan
cooking classes too, so if you’re not
sure where to start, that is a great
place.

Becoming an instrument of peace

By AHHLEEYAH GRACE
IN TIMES OF struggle, trauma and
tragedy, prayer can be an important
practice for our own wellbeing and
for the harmony of our families,
community and greater world.
Just as we have experienced
in recent times with the acts
of terrorism in Manchester, we
can sometimes feel helpless and
ineffective for what we can do.
Through prayer we can have a
positive effect and hold a space
of hope for those who are feeling
despair and broken hearted.
Prayers are like musical notes
helping us to connect with the
universal song to which we are all
connected.
One of the prayers I resonate with
is the Peace Prayer also known as
the Prayer of St Francis (Annon,
1912-15).
The words speak of what we can
offer the world, rather than what

we can get.
It speaks very simply and honestly.
Peace Prayer

“Make me an instrument of your peace
Where there is hatred, let me so Love
W here there is injury, let me sow
pardon
Where there is doubt, let me sow faith
Where there is despair, let me sow hope
Where there is sadness, let me sow joy
Where there is darkness, let me bring
light
Grant that I may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand; to
be loved as to Love.
For it is in giving that we receive; in
pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is
in dying that we are born to eternal
life”. 		
(Annon, 1912-15)

This prayer is also known as the

law of substitution where one state
of being can be transformed into
another.
As human beings we all have
the ability to transform how we
feel internally, which changes our
perception of the world.
Life gives us opportunities every
day to practise and experience this
miraculous effect of prayer.
When I was writing this article
it reminded me to say the Peace
Prayer out aloud and as I finished
I received a call from my daughter.
This for me is a treasure because I
am currently living away from her
and I am the one who regularly calls
to speak with her.
Such a beautiful gift to hear from
her and a good example of giving
and receiving in natural flow.
You don’t have to be religious to
pray and it is important to speak
words that are of integrity and

resonate with you.
I n a w o r l d t h a t c a n h av e
distractions, illusions and
falsehoods, it is important to have
a regular practice which helps us
connect with our self and our inner
truth.
Prayer can help us to take time for
ourselves and focus on what really
matters in our lives, and provides an
avenue for us to give thanks for all
we have received.
When we feel this deep fulfilment
and inner peace we can feel the
calling to share it with others, as
highlighted by the words from the
Peace Prayer “In giving we receive”.
When we give wholeheartedly
through giving of quality time, gifts,
acts of service, words of affirmation
etc. the flow of universal love
naturally flows effortlessly to us
and to those we are helping.
The feelings associated with

giving are joyous which makes life
so rich and beautiful.
There is a similar feeling when
we receive.
When we openheartedly receive
with full appreciation and gratitude,
the person giving receives the flow
of universal love in return.
The flow of love is always there; it
is up to the individual whether they
want to participate in the cosmic
dance of joyful abundance.
It is just as important to receive
wholeheartedly as it is to give with
an open heart.
When we are in the constant
flow of giving and receiving we
feel the power and pure joy of
unconditional universal love which
is beyond words, it just is.
What act(s) of kindness can you
give to another today and how can
you receive from another with an
open joyous heart?
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2017 Nillumbik a

THE NILLUMBIK ART PRIZE finalists are now on
display at the Barn Gallery at Monsalvat in Eltham.
The $5,000 prize was awarded at the exhibition
opening by the National Gallery of Victoria's
Curator of Contemporary Art, Pip Wallis, to Anna
McDermott (artwork pictured below).
If you disagree with the judge’s choice, the $500

People’s Choice Award will be announced in July at
the culmination of the exhibition, so now is your
chance to cast your vote.
Nillumbik Art Prize 2017
The Barn Gallery, Montsalvat
7 Hillcrest Avenue, Eltham
www.montsalvat.com.au

Ronak Taher: Bride Can

Liliana Barbieri: The Spaces Between

Peter Ben: Johnny Cash at Folsom Prison

Anna McDermott: 1. The outside limit of an object, area or surface.
2. Move or cause to move gradually or furtively in a particular direction
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art prize finalists

Penelope Aitken:
All That We Are
(Eucalyptus Elipse)
Denise Keele-Bedford: Eclipse

Samuel Condon: Resting the Horses

Matthew Quick: The Witching Hour

Gay O’Connor: Mt Bogong

Tracey Lamb: Housekeeping
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Winter warmers at Warran Glen Cafe

WA R R A N G L E N
Garden Centre & Café
is Warrandyte’s great
all-rounder, a place you
can go for breakfast
or lunch to savour
something light or
try something more
extravagant in a beautiful botanical setting.
It’s a venue for all seasons, a place to find
some answers for your garden via the nursery,
and a gift shop overflowing with ornaments
and nick-knacks for updating your own home
or to buy presents for someone special.
For the food, winter is a beaut time to visit
the little café wonderland set high up on
the hill overlooking a gorgeous pond and
botanical garden.
Yours truly was fortunate enough to ward
off the wintry weather by enjoying a feast
in the company of a friend and owner Nick

Katis, who says he believes a renovation
of the café area is likely sometime soon,
particularly in the atrium area out back.
“We’re really proud of what we offer here,”
Nick told me, with genuine passion behind
his voice.
“We have a great team with two chefs —
with Indian and Italian backgrounds — who
work together well and I take my hat off to
Deb Ranieri who drives the café here with a
great staff.”
Variety is the key to a lot of Warran Glen’s
success, according to Nick.
“Our customers can pop in for a coffee
and cake, try something light such as a
frittata, quiche or homemade scones, or go
for the more fancier options which truly are
restaurant quality.”
Speaking of which, for this occasion Basil
and friend were hungry and bypassed the
lighter option in favour of the flavoursome,
restaurant-quality items on offer.
Before we knew it out came our selections:
Warran Glen’s signature dish and locals’
favourite, the pan fried chili prawns with
coconut rice and Asian herb salad, a beautiful
blend of flavours with a nice little kick along
in the heat department.
We also opted for a traditional calamari
and chips, while I was content in tackling
the very tasty herb rolled crispy skin pork
belly (complemented wonderfully well with
witlof, apple and radish salad with apple and
balsamic glaze).
My friend chose the delicious fish of the

day, a grilled salmon with confit cherry
tomatoes and asparagus with a duo of puree,
cauliflower and pumpkin.
Service was first class and while were well
satisfied with the generous mains, by just
looking around we could see Warran Glen
also gets it well and truly right with the coffee
and cakes.
Other notable observations
It’s the ideal setting for a gentle walk around
the gardens and pond that is home to many
happy ducks and other native birds and
wildlife, the venue is also licensed making
it perfect for functions or groups, and the
breakfast menu looks as scrummo as the
lunch menu.
A big tick for Warran Glen.

FACES
Warrandyte Film Society
Come & try us out, FREE
entry to our June 16
screening of Kumiko.
Warrandyte Film Society is a
friendly, local and low cost club
run by Warrandyte Neighbourhood House. We screen movies
monthly. Wine and nibbles prescreening; coffee and conversation post movie.
Membership runs July—June,
$50 ,10 movies a year.

Fridays @7pm

Call 9844 1839 or enrol
online.
Level 1, 168 Yarra Street

2017
Shine
July 21st
Fried Green Tomatoes
Aug 18th
Salt of the Earth
Sept 15th
Whale Rider
Oct 20th
The Book Thief
Nov 17th
2018
What we did on our Holidays
Feb 16th
Music of Strangers, Yo Yo Ma
and the Silk Ensemble
Mar 16th
Break of Day
April 20th
Bagdad Café
May 18th
Departures
June 15

www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
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garden
By KATHY GARDINER

A gardener’s guide to flower shows

I CAN’T REALLY write about Warrandyte
gardens this month as I haven’t been in town
to see autumn in its full glory.
I have been in Europe enjoying spring
a n d t he de l ig hts o f “o pe n ga rde n s” .
England’s entire countryside and townships
are a mass of flowers: gardens, wildflowers,
window boxes, arbours, pots.
Birds are everywhere; bumble bees
k no ck i nto yo u bu s y i n t he i r wo rk ,
they seem to fly around you in apology
before heading off to their new business.
I have been to the wonders of Piet Oudolf’s
garden “Dreamland” near Stockholm, Claude
Monet’s garden in Giverny, Sissinghurst (Vita
Sackville-West and Harold Dickinson), Great
Dixter (Christopher Lloyd), Derek Jarmen’s
gravel garden with the nuclear power plant
as it’s backdrop.
Classified as an English “desert” the town of
Dungeness looks exactly as the name sounds.
Beth Chattos gravel garden in Essex
and Hidcote (Lawrence Johnstone) in the
Cotswolds, and numerous other gardens
tended by proud owners.
Open gardens are everywhere. I sadly
missed the bluebell season in its prime, but
I did on reflection wonder if we would be
more tolerant of our onion weed if it was blue.
Today I have been to Chelsea Flower Show.
I don’t even really know where to begin to tell
you about the day, other than there are a lot of
flowers in the UK — I cannot explain how many
named varieties of delphiniums there are.
But at the end of the day, as I sat in the cool
of the evening drinking a Pims and lemonade
with mint, all the gardens that I have seen this
month and the garden shows have been to are
about “mass planting” about a lot of plants
per square metre.
Step and repeated.
I wondered how they could afford to plant
all these plants, but I quickly realised they
have been propagated, nursed, reared from
collected seed of the previous season, struck
from cuttings, bulbs that have been lifted
and stored until they need to be planted in
the warm soil again — loved and tended to —
resulting in all these flower heads.
It is about planning over the Winter months
about the garden, reading and preparing.
It’s not about always going and buying new
expensive plants.

The other thing that struck me as I was
people watching was that everyone was
wearing floral clothes — even the men — it
made me smile.
A celebration of the garden, the season and
plants by everyone.
Couple’s heads close together discussing the
peonies, seed selections for “his” vegetable pot
and roses for “her”.
June in Warrandyte is about soil preparation,
researching about compost, weeds, pests,
learning about concoctions rather than using
pesticides.
It is about writing journals on what worked
and what didn’t over the spring/summer
months.
For years I have been planning, working
in, and discussing my garden but it has only
just been this last month that I realised I very
rarely just “enjoyed it”.
I do worry.
I do regret some plants that I paid too much
for and have subsequently died.
I worry about the irrigation.
I worry about the pests.
I worry about the lawns looking good.
But when I come back I am just going to
wear floral clothes and just sit and enjoy it
sometimes.
Chelsea Flower Show was a wonder but it is
also a lesson in life:
Just relax and enjoy nature, wear flowers
in your hair and “make no mistake: the weeds
will win; nature bats last” - Robert M Pyle.
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Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

Sewer Connections • Gas Fitting
Hot Water Services • Complete Bathrooms

Grant and Sponsorship
Information Night
When: Monday 19 June, 2017

Mini Excavator Hire • Drainage
Roofing (all aspects) • Maintenance

Servicing the Warrandyte community
for over 45 years

Time: 7pm
Where: The Grand Hotel Warrandyte - River View Room
RSVP: Dee Dickson - phone: 0414 505 533
email: community@warrandytecb.com.au

bendigobank.com.au
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit
Licence 237879. S52766-2B (354181_v6) (4/05/2017)
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Local playwrights theatrical success
review
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
WE ARE OFTEN – justif iably
— reminded of the atrocities
committed against the Jewish
communities of Europe during
WWII.
What we are not so often reminded
of are all the other groups of human
beings Hitler wanted to dispose of;
Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals,
the disabled, and anyone with any
kind of impairment; the mute, deaf,
and the blind.
For the production of Happy Days
at War, the small, intimate audience
was seated at the ends and along
one side of a six-metre table with
props placed on various seats to be
used throughout the play.
The scene was set in the kitchen
of a young, loving couple — “F”
and “M”.
F, the wife, was blind.
M was caring, understanding
and very conscious of helping his
wife without interfering with her
independence — she would pour
the wine, he would gently guide
the bottle.
He explained colours to her — she
was flushed, her cheeks were “pink”.
He bought her a gift, a small
pet she could care for, a frog — it
happened to be a live red-eyed tree
frog making its stage debut.
The year is 1939 and during
their conversations F expresses
concern for neighbours who are
disappearing.
M is not concerned, after all, they
are just Jews taking jobs from
Germans.
M gains a promotion, he will be
working under the Führer.
His wife has an impairment and

he must choose between her and
his country.
He wants to erase her impairment,
but of course, he cannot.
He leaves her with a Christmas
present — a gun!
The play ends with F questioning
why she, who is literally blind, can
see so clearly what others cannot.
Leah Milburn-Clark wrote the
script, directed the play with her codirector and co-actor, Jay Peardon.
She also produced the play at
considerable expense and brought
the wonderful set, by designer
Nicola Stratman, with her from
Perth.
Her brother Chris was head
technician as well as a wonderful
support.
Believe Productions, founded
by Leah, is approaching theatre
in a more unconventional way,
encompassing the audience and
demanding complete emotional
engagement — emotion being
the key word in this extremely
thoughtful and distressing work.
Leah has not only researched a
terrible time in our history, bringing
a whole new angle to it, but has also
done extensive research into the
lives of the blind.
Acting so closely to an audience is
hard enough, playing a blind person,
along with a German accent was
amazing.
Then there was the wonderful
detail, not only in the set design,
but right down to the couple having
wedding rings on their right hand,
as the Germans do.
Completing a work like this, at
the ripe old age of 20, one can only
assume that Leah’s dream of one
day owning her own theatre must
surely come true.
I am sure we will see Leah and her
co-workers in many roles to come.
Truly excellent.

Here’s to our Cliff,
story maker

The 1978 Warrandyte film that predicted Trump
By Sue Denim

D U R I NG T H E 1970 s a n d 8 0 s
Diary cartoonist Paul Williams,
nestled amongst the leafy trees of
Warrandyte, produced a series of
animated telemovies which were
seen worldwide.
He employed many locals working
cottage-industry style, including
potter and animator, the late Gus
McLaren, one of the founders of
Potters’ Cottage.
Local actors Terry Gill and his wife
Carole-Ann were amongst those
who provided voice talent.
One f ilm, the Steam-Driven
Adventures of Riverboat Bill, was
written by Warrandyte Diary
founder Cliff Green, famous for his
screenplay of Picnic at Hanging
Rock.
O t hers ou ts ide Warran dy te
were also involved; Frank Thring,
who played Pontius Pilate in the
Hollywood epic Ben-Hur, provided
the voice for the big green bunyip
in Riverboat Bill.
The Island of Nevawuz, scripted
by Paul Williams will be screened at
this year’s Melbourne International
Animation Festival at Australian
Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI)
at Federation Square.
As it turned out, the 1978 film

review
By SANDI MILLER
AMERICAN DOUBLES is an
electronic music duo — one half of
which is none-other than Robert
Smith, the guitar teacher from the
Warrandyte Community Music
Program at Warrandyte Primary
School.
Along with his musical partner,
Justin Hamilton the pair are on the
brink of releasing their first EP, and
have just released their debut single,
The Swell.
Rob explained the inspiration
for the song: “I grew up spending
summer holidays at our family’s
beach house in Cape Patterson, I

proved to be most prophetic, sold to
many countries around the world,
including the USA, and Channel
7 locally, The Island of Nevawuz
dealt with an overblown American
tycoon, J.B. Trumphorn, who takes
over a lost, medieval island.
He beguiles the locals with
promises of “economic reforms”
but, from his skyscraper penthouse,
de s t roys t he e nv i ro n me nt
while marketing “Trump Oil”,

“Trump Metal”, “Trump Marts”,
“Trumpburgers” and so on.
“Trumpburgers” have now become
popular overseas and, in the movie,
Trumphorn promotes his schemes
from a shiny red Trumpmobile.
Various colourful vehicles called
Trumpmobiles appeared for Trump
during the election campaign.
The Island of Nevawuz was
produced before Mr. Trump’s rise
to fame and the construction of

Riding The Swell
remember swimming out with a
friend past the breakers, floating
on our backs for a while and then
diving down trying to touch the
seas floor.
“I wanted to try and capture some
of that sense of freedom that comes
with being in the moment, letting go
and having fun,” he said.
The single’s smooth, 80s-inspired,
electronic sound portrays that
perfectly, and only enhanced by a
truly incredible music video, shot
predominantly underwater.
The video has received wide
acclaim and has been screened

at the National Film and Sound
Archive (NFSA) in Canberra last
year for the Clipped Music Video
Festival alongside the 35mm print
of Radiohead’s music video for
Daydreaming.
The video, produced, by Late Night
Films, was nominated for an award
at this year’s SoundKILDA, the
music video awards of the St Kilda
Film Festival.
You can see the video at
bit.ly/ADSwell or check
out the behind-the-scenes
video bit.ly/MOSwell

Trump Tower.
After lying on a dusty shelf
for many years, the f ilm was
rediscovered by animation festival
organisers, and contact was made
with Paul through the Warrandyte
Diary — just as Trump’s bid for the
presidency arose.
“As Miranda said in Picnic at
Hanging Rock; ‘everything begins
and ends at exactly the right time
and place’.
“I wrote the script 40 years ago
while travelling through European
villages in a camper van,” said Mr
Williams.
It has been reported that during
the building of Trump Tower
Donald Trump destroyed historic
relics promised to the New York
Metropolitan Museum of Art and,
since taking office, Trump has
slashed funding and reversed policy
on environmental schemes which
makes Mr William’s films even more
allegorical.
The film carries a warning for the
future if Trump’s policies persist.
The Island of Nevawuz will be
screened at ACMI, 7:45pm, Tuesday,
June 20.
Clips from Paul’s other films will
be shown June 21, at 6:15pm, to be
followed by a Q & A session.

LOCAL LEGEND Cliff Green
has been acknowledged by
W h i te h o r s e M a n n i n g h a m
Libraries as part of its new
initiative, Here’s to the Story
Makers.
Bronwyn Sutton, the
communications officer for
the Library, said Cliff ’s longstanding contribution as a writer
for Australian television, his
screenplay of Picnic at Hanging
Rock and his work founding the
Warrandyte Diary made him
“an irresistible inclusion in the
project”.
“This project is about saying
thank you to the people who
make our stories, in whatever
form they take,” she said.
C l i f f ’s s to r y i s fe a tu r e d
alongside nine other talented
s to r y m a ke rs i n a s pe c i a l
free booklet available at all
W h i te h o r s e M a n n i n g h a m
Libraries.
Other storytellers included in
the project:
•	Woiwurrung language
specialist Mandy Nicholson
•	Author Joy Dettman
•	Comedian Dave O’Neil
•	ABC broadcaster Terry Lane
Here’s to the Story Makers is
part of Our Community Stories,
a Whitehorse Manningham
Libraries initiative.
Download a copy of the
booklet from bit.ly/WMLstory

Cliff Green OAM is an awardwinning screen writer for film and
television, and founder of our
much-loved community newspaper,
the Warrandyte Diary.
He still calls Warrandyte home.
“I had only been in Warrandyte
for 18 months. I worked from home
and was earning my living as a
screen writer and wanted to get
involved in the local community.
The local youth club wanted a
newsletter, and so I said ‘I’ll do
it’, and the Warrandyte Diary was
born, in December 1970. I did it
as a hobby, I had no intention of
being involved with it for the rest of
my working life!
I wrote the screenplay for Picnic
at Hanging Rock in 1974. It wasn’t
such a big deal then. Peter Weir
was a young upcoming director.
I drafted the script in six to eight
weeks.
It was a brilliant job, it just felt
so good. When I read the book, it
intrigued me. I couldn’t put it down.
I could see it as a film, I could see
every frame.
Stories are basic. They are vital.
They are not just about us; they are
part of our culture.”
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buzz about town
Event: WNH Film Society, presents Kumiko
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Fri June 16
Time:
7pm for a 7:30pm start
Contact: bit.ly/warrnh or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: Planting with ACCA
Place: Gold Memorial Road car park
When: Saturday June 17
Time:
1-3pm
Contact: Fritz 0439 443 703 for catering purposes.
Info: 	Come along and give nature a hand. Tools will
be provided. Sturdy shoes and weather gear is
recommended.

Event: Women’s Podcasting workshop
Place:	
Evelyn Room at the Warrandyte Community Centre,

Corner Webb and Yarra St’s, Warrandyte
Date:
Tuesday 20 June
Time: 10am–2pm
Cost:		$165
Contact: bit.ly/WarrPod20
Info:	
Following from the Warrandyte Community Bank’s
Women in Business forum, join us for a one-day
workshop, presented by producer and broadcaster
Laura Milke Garner, to teach you the skills on how to
put together a podcast from scratch and learn how to
present like a pro.
Event:	
Bach to the Bush: Music for Solo Cello by Anthony
Albrecht
Place:	
Michael Centre, 37A Wellington Park Drive,
Warranwood
When:	
Wednesday July 5
Time:
7pm
Cost:	
Adults $25, Conc. $20, Students $10, Children free
under 10.
Contact:	Tickets available at the door or online goo.gl/aLU3Pn

Event: Warrandyte Senior Citizens AGM
Where: Senior Citizens hall, 2 Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte
When: Thursday July 20
Time:
10:30am
Info: 	Due to unexpected call for early election of a new
president our AGM has been brought forward to
enable election of entire management committee
for 2017/2018. Your attendance would be greatly
appreciated.
Contact: Margaret Termorshuizen 9844 3729
Event: Nature Playgroup
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Starts Friday July 21
Time:
10:30am – 12pm
Cost:
$99
Contact: bit.ly/warrnh or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839
Event: Yarra Valley VIEW Club Lunch
Place: Chirnside Park Country Club
When: Tuesday, July 25
Time:
12 Noon, booking essential
Contact: 0438 625 556
Info:
Guest speaker Carolyn Morrisey, Australia Day in July
Event: Creative Writing
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Starts Mon July 31
Time:
7–9pm
Cost:
$176
Contact: bit.ly/warrnh or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au
warrandytevet.com.au

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron
Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

Event: Diamond Valley Singers: The Mikado
Place:	Warrandyte High School Theatre, Alexander Road,
Warrandyte
When: July 7–15
Time:
8pm each night and matinee Saturday July 8
Contact: 9439 7843 or http://www.dvsingers.org/
Info:	
Join the Diamond Valley Singers and the Eltham
Orchestra for this wonderful complex satire,
endearing characters and the memorable songs of
Gilbert & Sullivan.

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Yoga, meditation
& creative dance
Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children
5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128

bhavacentre@gmail.com

MARK’S GUTTER
& SOLAR PANEL
CLEANING
• Single & double storey
• Domestic & commercial
• Gutter vac
• Fully insured
• Free quotes
• Local, highly reliable
tradesperson
MARK 0481 866 333

Event: Intermediate French
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Starts Wed July 19
Time:
1:30 – 3pm
Cost:
$160
Contact: bit.ly/warrnh or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

WARRANDYTE
GLASS
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

CYRIL

bradley curtis
ELECTRICIAN
Domestic
Commercial
Industrial and Airconditioning Installation and
Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135

Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

painting &
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

By PAUL WILLIAMS

Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D
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Under the sun at the Venice Biennale
Warrandyte resident and art
fanatic Jeremey LoftusHills could not help taking
in this year’s International Art
Exhibition in Venice while on
his European vacation.
Jeremy invites the
Warrandyte Diary and its
readers to join him as he
experiences the Venice
Biennale.
May 12
IF THERE IS one place where you can
measure the pulse of the Venice Biennale it
is on Via Garibaldi.
It is here that devotees and practitioners
alike; animated by spritz, prosecco and pasta,
celebrate the dozens of openings and two full
days of previews and street parties that raise
the curtain on this, the 57th in the Biennale’s
122 year history.
At this preliminary stage, the Australian
Pavilion was a frequent topic of conversation.
Will Tracey Moffatt’s MY HORIZON be as
provocative as her world famous short film
Nice Coloured Girls? A widespread interest in
her work has been piqued by those proudly
carrying the pavilion’s jet-black promotional
satchel with the words “refugee rights” and
“indigenous rights” emblazoned in yellow and
red on its sides.
I myself know next to nothing of her work.
A strict code of silence has enveloped her
Horizons project, which is fresh out of her
temporary studio — the Old Governor’s
Cottage in the historical precinct on Middle
Head in Sydney.
Tomorrow is opening day when the work
will finally be made public.
May 13
As I enter the Australian Pavilion, 12 large,
framed, coloured photographs hang before
me.
On closer inspection they look like stills
from a 40s Hollywood movie, staged shots
of costumed actors framed meticulously,
carefully designed to evoke the artist’s desired
response.
Moffatt can shoot over 100 images before
she is satisfied.
The images presented in MY HORIZON
are — by Moffatt’s own admission — open to
interpretation.
“It is about, or could be about, looking into
the future, escape from where we are or our
situation.
Almost a retreat and moving into one’s
imagination”.
Today’s visitors are left to write a script of
their own.
The same ambiguities and voids characterize
a second series of stills and two short videos,
I notice that many people do not even bother
to lift the headphones to their ears.
That evening, the talk on the street is
about the provocative gender and sexuality
issues dramatized in the German Pavilion;

the aesthetically impressive sculptures and
displays in the Czech and Venetian Pavilion;
the cinematic exhibits of China, New Zealand
and the Netherlands; the undercurrents of
wealth and power portrayed by the Russians
and the bizarre convergence of film and
animatronics exhibited by the Finns.
There is talk also of this year’s Biennale
Exhibition — Viva Arte, Viva, that awaits me
on day two in the industrial precinct known
as the Arsenale.
May 14
As I meander through the back streets of the
Castella district, in the quiet of the following
morning, I reflect upon the opening remarks
of Paolo Baratta, the Biennale’s president:
“The Biennale Arte is inspired by the kind
of humanism that celebrates man’s ability,
through art, to avoid being dominated by the
powers that govern world affairs.”
120 artists have contributed to the 119
exhibits that make up the nine themes of
the Exhibition.
The early themes reference indigenous
cultures, their modes of artistic expression,
and the tragedy of their various collisions
with post-industrial cultures.
There is no reference at all to Indigenous
Australian cultures.
The experience that lingers longest for me
is of sitting in pitch darkness to the sound of
Byzantine chants, as a shimmering primitive
obelisk becomes barely visible in the half
light.
As the light brightens, a towering cylindrical
shape is revealed, the audio transitions to
sounds of war and human misery, and the
actual composition of the sculpture becomes
visible.
It is not the Stele of Hammurabi after all, it is
an intimidating sculpture made of interwoven
elements of the modern war machine —
rocket engines, tank turrets, fighter aircraft
wings and digital communications hardware.
One week later
One week after the hype and anticipation of
the opening, the demography and discourse
along Garibaldi has changed; artists, art
industry professionals, film crews, critics and
paparazzi have been displaced by art students
and tourists.
The talk now is of the merits of the
judge’s decision to award first prize to
the — occasionally operational — German
Pavilion, the failure of the Biennale to respond
forcefully to the emergence of Trump/Brexit
style populism, and the impossibility of
absorbing a fraction of the exhibits in the two
days available to ticket holders.
For myself the process of digesting the
visual and emotional experience has only
just begun as I leg it down Via Garibaldi for
the last time, and exit this vibrant city on
an overcrowded water taxi. Along the way
I notice a huge poster for the Azerbaijan
Pavilion whose installation is entitled Under
One Sun — The Art of Living Together.
I reflect upon their national pavilion,
where hopelessly complex sculptures create
clear majestic shadows on three screens,
demonstrating the universality of the
language of art and its transformative
powers.
The words of my daughter Stella, a curator,
who has visited the last five Biennale’s, and
worked at two, resonate with me as I fly
over the city: “Such a wonderful opportunity
for artists from around the world to gain
international exposure”.

Tracey Moffatt: MY HORIZON

Damien Hirst: Demon With Bowl (exhibition enlargement)

Lorenzo Quinn: Support

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

The only place to stay in
a cabin, in a caravan or
for a camping experience
	Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover
‘al fresco’ area
Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
We host local birthday parties!
Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!
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David and Sim’s ancestral roots vacation
Ask Carolyn
Spectacular Canada
Why is Canada a “bucket list” country?
- Jeremy from Warrandyte North

Sim and David Tynan
headed over to Europe to
have a bit of a look around,
on the back of a teachers’
conference that David
attended in Brussels.
ALTHOUGH CULTURALLY very interesting,
it was the Belgian chocolates and Trappist
beers that took most of our attention here.
We loved the idea that the monks eschew
making more beer than they want to — when
it’s gone, it’s gone.
Of course, we visited a chocolate factory
where you can eat as many of them as you
want, for free — and discovered that this
number was about 20.
We stayed with my relatives — the family
link is that my Australian grandfather met
my Belgian grandmother in an army hospital
during the first World War, brought her back
to Melbourne where they married and made
babies.
We took a fast train to Amsterdam and
discovered that there was a green plant that
makes folks relax a lot, so that the red-light
area is a surprisingly calm and happy place.
There seemed to be a lot of coffee shops
that didn’t sell coffee.
Having hired bikes for a couple of days, we
discovered that eating brownies and riding
bikes after midnight is difficult — we lost
each other in the city for half an hour.
Although we both stayed pretty calm —

but Simone did slap David when they were
finally reunited.
Next stop was Edinburgh, a gorgeous city
— and on the first night we got stuck in a pub
with folk music for three hours – oh dear.
We even saw Colin Hay play a concert —
what a funny and talented man.
We learned that single malt whisky should
not have ice in it — something about killing
the complex flavours — so much to learn!
We then travelled by hire car to the west

coast, stopping at Oban and the Inner
Hebrides isles of Mull and Iona to see where
the early Christians established themselves
in Scotland.
Oh, and did you know there are a lot of
distilleries in Scotland?
David also found a crofter’s tweed vest,
which keeps the cold away wonderfully — if
you are lucky you might see him in it in the
fashionable streets of Warrandyte.
A quick flight over to Galway, Ireland and
we had a few days exploring my ancestral
roots — the poor Tynan’s came from an area

Discover Canada Your Way...
Explore at your leisure the rugged coastline of Vancouver Island, the
serene scenery of the Inside Passage & the spectacular Rocky Mountains.

near Kilkenny.
There is even a Tynan hotel, but we still had
to pay for our beer.
Simone discovered seafood chowder, and
had a bowl of it four out of five days in
Ireland.
Enough of the UK — lets fly to Stuttgart to
see Sim’s family from her father Jurgen’s side.
Early April is when Spargl (thick white
asparagus) is in season, and people queue to
buy as much as they can while it lasts.
We love the idea of things with seasons —
sort of makes you value things differently.
Anyhow we had a large family dinner, where
the German obsession with quality meant
that everyone except me was called to the
kitchen to try to save the kartoffelsalat
from ruin.
The maultaschen was stunning though,
and David smiled a lot and impressed all with
his non-verbal communication skills.
Simone of course speaks excellent German.
We just had time to hurtle down the
Autobahn at up to 180 km/h to the Tirol
region in Austria for Easter weekend,
visiting Simone’s aunt and uncle who fed
and watered us more than we needed – isn’t
saying yes so much easier than no?
We feasted on three-cheese spätzle, which
is sort of a home-made macaroni cheese,
washed down with wine and pear schnapps.
The real highlight was being snowed on — I
know — in April!
Anyhoo, it was a lovely trip, and we brought
back something that may take ages to let
go — about five extra kilograms!
Next time we’ll remember to take a copy
of the Diary!

Canada offers the traveller aweinspiring scenery and great value for
money.
In particular, the Rocky Mountains
and iconic locations such as Lake Louise and
Banff National Park in British Columbia lure
thousands of Australians across the Pacific
Ocean each and every year.
For many, a trip on the Rocky Mountaineer is
one of the best ways to enjoy the majesty of the
spectacular Canadian scenery.
With the ability for guests to travel in either
Silver Leaf or Gold Leaf depending on preference
of service level and budget, the experience is
revered as one of the world’s great rail journeys.
The west coast of Canada has much to offer,
and most visitors select Vancouver as the
gateway to the region.
Beautifully located between mountains
and coastal waters this vibrant city offers a
multitude of attractions, sporting facilities,
entertainment and culinary experiences.
Across the waters, Vancouver Island’s Victoria
is a must.
Aptly named the “Garden City”, this charming
city is full of character.
Stroll along its vibrant harbour, browse the
myriad of shops or pop in for afternoon tea at
the iconic Empress Hotel.
Perhaps the greatest draw card on Vancouver
Island is the world famous Butchart Gardens.
Covering an area of 22 hectares, the wonderful
floral displays are a sight to behold.
No matter the season, the gardens are designed
to please the eye and delight the senses.
From spring to autumn the riot of colour,
dazzling bedding plants and sweeping lawns is
certainly not to be missed.
Canada has long been the gateway to Alaska’s
Inside Passage and a plethora of cruise ships
depart from Vancouver most days, seamlessly
connecting the “Rockies” experience with a taste
of Alaska.
Travellers with more time can also explore
Canada’s East Coast; Toronto’s CN Tower and the
mighty Niagara Falls being definite drawcards.
For lovers of all things French, Montreal and
Quebec City provide wonderful dining and
shopping in vibrant markets, shopping malls
and boutique stores dotted along historic
cobblestone streets.
From here it is easy to connect to New York,
Boston and Philadelphia for travellers looking
for an American fix.
For your next adventure to Canada, Alaska
or the United States of America, call in to your
local travel agent.
They’ll be delighted to recommend and book
all your travel arrangements with reputable tour
operators and airlines.
Our travel expert Carolyn is the manager of
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise.
Email her at carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.
au or call in to 2 Webb St Warrandyte

Prince Rupert
ALBERTA
Smithers
Prince George
Jasper
Port
Hardy
Campbell
River
Victoria

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Columbia
Icefield

Banff
Kamloops

Vancouver

Price per person twin share

18 nights

SilverLeaf Service from

$8,700pp

Price includes: Return Air Canada economy airfare
& taxes ex Melbourne, 18 nights accommodation,
18 breakfast & 2 lunches, sailing from Port Hardy
to Prince Rupert, 15 day car hire WITH GPS, 2 days
Rocky Mountaineer & taxes. Departs daily from
1 May 2018. Subject to availability and change at
all times. Seasonal surcharges apply.
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Beautiful Women Part 1: Walk Away

true stories
Arthur Watson is a 97-year-old
Warrandyte resident.
He served in the RAAF in
World War Two and later was a
mechanical engineer until his
retirement, designing cars for
General Motors Holden.
Arthur is also a prolific
storyteller and we are privileged
to be able to offer you some of
his true tales in the Diary over
the coming months.
T WAS A BEAUTIFUL summers evening
and I was on leave from the RAAF.
I hailed a taxi, the odds of getting one
was near impossible, but one stopped,
so I asked him to take me to a bright
dance hall.
He took me to the Mont Albert Town Hall.
Hearing the beautiful music, I knew then
that this is the place I wanted to be.
I paid my way and entered the hall.
The dance floor was reflecting the bright
sparkling lights, couples dancing to the music
of the modern waltz.
All the girls in nice coloured dresses and a
sweet fragrance filled the air.
This was it I was ready to dance.
I was invited to join a group of service men
sitting at the end of the hall
The ladies were sitting opposite.
I had a couple of drinks then joined the girls.
After watching a dance or two I began
looking for a partner.
It was not as difficult as I thought, for as
I was dancing I saw a young girl dancing a

short distance away who gave me a nice smile
with inviting eyes.
After the dance and seated at her table she
made several glances at me.
The next dance was ladies’ choice.
I watched her, she came to me.
“May I have the pleasure of this dance?”
“Yes” I replied,
I was so thrilled, one of the most chosen girls
on the floor and she came to me.
We danced a modern waltz and she told me
her name was Nan Tayler I told her my name.
Nan danced with a swing, and we held each
other tight, I did not want the dance to end.
I walked her back to her party and in doing
so I asked if I could have the next fox trot “yes
I would like that”, was her answer.
I sat out the next couple of dances waiting
for the fox trot.
We did not talk much during the dance but
I did manage to ask if I could walk her home
“that would be nice”, she said.
As the last dance ended and people began
moving out I raced to the front exit not
wanting to miss her.
As Nan approached me with her arm held
out I stepped forward took her arm in mine
and walked out of the hall.
Knowing her bus stop I turned to the left
but I was stopped, this way is best said Nan
we both turned right.
Walking just a few steps we stopped, and
standing in the curb was this magnificent
big black V8 Buick car and a man in uniform
standing by, opened the rear door.
He helped Nan to the seat then asked me
to join her.
Home please Hans were the only words
spoken during the short ride home.
I was introduced to her mother who had a
very busy hairdressing salon in a local suburb.
We had supper and I was invited to stay the
evening and Hans was asked to return me back
to Point Cook early in the morning.
I could not sleep.
Nan had just left my room having made sure
I was comfortably set in.
I was trying to come to terms with the night.
Yes I wanted to dance, find a lady friend,
escort her home but the girl Nan, a very good
dancer, the chauffeur, the sleep in, and finally
the driver to take me back to camp.
This was more than I expected.
I some time later fell asleep.
Nan and I spent the next six months
together.
Every leave time I was with her, she was
involved in some special telephonic work in
the tropics and in actual combat at times.
We danced, played tennis, went on picnics,
parties, the theatre, and spent many happy
hours just being, hand-in-hand. There was a
special dance on Saturday night and we both
planned to make this a special occasion for I
was to embark overseas again.
On the morning of the big night I decided to
have a haircut, the barber threw the morning
paper on my lap,
I opened the paper full size to page one and

the picture sent shivers and shock waves
through my body.
I was looking, full of concern at a beautiful
picture of Nan Tayler.
Why?
What was I to encounter from this
unexpected moment?
I was scared to read — is it her twenty first
birthday, or won a lottery, had an accident
and injured?
My mind was in a state of confusion it was
saying read the headlines, find the reason and
settle down.
This is what I read.

“Nan Tayler answers in the
affirmative”.
What the hell does that mean?
I was still bewildered.
The word “affirmative” reading on the story
goes.
A young soldier, a prisoner of war in
Africa, a long-time friend of Nan Tayler has
asked through the red cross for her hand in
marriage.

Nan has said yes.
“What is the matter,” asked the barber.
I tapped him on the shoulder and left.
Walking to the gardens and sitting on a seat
we shared many times I tried to come to terms
with what was going on in my mind.
I sat for hours trying to come to some honest
judgment of the situation.
Late in the day I rang Nan, she answered the
phone, is that you Arthur?
It is, Nan; congratulations on your answer to
marriage, have a wonderful evening… all your
girl friends will wish you the best wishes and
make you the belle of the ball...Nan, do you
hear me?
No answer.
She was having trouble trying to explain but
no words came.
I waited for some time, this was the end.
I carefully hung up — My eyes were blurred.
I knew Melbourne had so much to offer, even
daylight dancing, but being on a loose end
again I knew I must walk away, for a gallant
soldier had won the day.

The Warrandyte Work Inclusion Program WWIP
Needs willing and supportive local employers
Want to support local young people on their
journey to employment? Why not be part
of an employment solution for a local job
seeker? Meet your own staffing needs whilst
assisting a young person with a disability to
gain and maintain open employment.

The WWIP offers cost effective staffing
solutions for employers with generous wage
subsidies available to help with training costs,
wage expenses any other costs. WWIP is an
employment initiative developed by the Lions
Club of Warrandyte, Rotary Club and Central
Victorian Group Training (CVGT).

Like to know more?
Call Geoff Taylor 0428 319 478 (Lions)
Natalie Manser 0400 894 076 (WWIP)
Jennifer Weston 0419 527 374 (CVGT) or
Rob Edwards 0409 258 744(Rotary)
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Yarra Warra’s walk on the wild side
By SANDI MILLER

Community digs deep
for WPS’ new oval
By GEORGIE WILKINSON

MANY LOCAL residents will fondly
remember the Pine Plantation at
Warrandyte Primary School, which
was established back in the 1940s.
It was a quiet, shaded retreat,
where students could play on the
fort and other wooden climbing
equipment, and the whole school
community came together to sing
Christmas Carols at the outdoor
stage.
It caused community uproar in
1990, when the trees had become
unsafe and it was decided that the
whole plantation was to be chopped
down to create a sports ground
for the students of Warrandyte
Primary, with a new outdoor stage
overlooking the valley.
Fast forward 27 years and the ‘oval’
had become difficult to maintain,
with patchy grass, and an uneven
surface - dusty in summer and
muddy in winter.
A plan was conceived to build an all
year round oval and running track
that would provide an exciting new
sports facility at the school, with
a safe, easily maintained surface.
This time, the community was right
behind the development and the
fundraising began.
A group of dedicated WPS parents
investigated the best option for
resurfacing the oval and decided on
synthetic turf with markings for an
athletic running track, mini soccer,
Australian Rules, and a cricket pitch.
The financial goal to achieve the
project was an intimidating figure,
but the WPS families were not
deterred.
Warrandyte Community Bank
was supportive from the outset and
donated a massive $30,000 to get the
ball rolling.
The Friends of Warrandy te
Primary School (FOWPS) parent
group dedicated every fundraising
effort for the next 18 months to
the oval redevelopment with
Wa r r a n d y te Fe s t i va l f u n d s ,
Trivia Night profits, Father’s Day
breakfast, fun run, and free dress
day funds all being tipped into the
oval redevelopment pot.
The Rotary Club stepped up to the
starting blocks and kicked in $5000,
followed by the Lions Club with
a generous contribution of $2800.
Donations from local business
including IGA, White Owl Café and

Warrandyte Quality Meats totalled
over $1500.
A particularly special donation of
$500 was received from a group of
Warrandyte Primary School alumni,
some of whom attended WPS over
80 years ago, and who still hold
reunions at the school every year.
The Australian Sports Foundation
was utilised to enable the community
to make tax deductable donations,
and a billboard (kindly donated by
Gardiner McGuiness Real Estate)
displayed a thermometer which
grew enticingly closer to our goal.
Spare change tins at the counters
of the IGA and other businesses
in town continued to tick over,
students ran footy clinics and
busked to raise further funds, but
we were still short by a significant
amount.
Warrandyte Community Bank
recognised the enormous local
enthusiasm for the project and the
persistent fundraising efforts of the
school, and chipped in again with
an incredible donation of a further
$25,000 to see us reach our goal.
But it wasn’t all about financial
donations. Many hands, backs, tools,
bobcats, shovels and weekends
were committed to this project
with further contributions of time,
plants, building materials and more,
all generously offered over the past
nine months.
All of the preparation work for
the ground and a retaining wall was
done by WPS families.
Then finally in March this year,
the contractors arrived and an
impressive oval and running track
emerged from the dust.
Situated high amongst the trees
overlooking the State Park, the
new oval has been enthusiastically
received by the students and
teachers at Warrandyte Primary
and will undoubtedly provide a
valuable community resource for
sporting clubs, fitness groups and
weekend play for many years to
come.
Warrandyte Primary School would
like to acknowledge the foresight,
hard work and determination
shown by the following parents:
Yvette Harbinson, Liz Heaton, Iain
Murray and Carrie Campbell as well
as former Principal Gill Binger.
Thank you Warrandyte.

KIDS FROM YARRA WARRA
Kinder hit the streets to explore
Warrandyte earlier this month.
The four-year-olds had
a walking tour of the town,
from Warrandyte Primary to
Anderson’s Creek Primar y
School.
Kinder teacher Connie Solty,
along with a bevy of helpers,
took the children around
the town to learn about our
community, including a short
exploration along the river.
“We talked about rubbish in
our river and drains and keeping
them clean for the animals who
live in our river”, Ms Solty said.
The kids dropped in on Sargent
Henderson at the Police station,
posted a letter to their families
and bought an icypole from
the IGA.
“The learning around this
walk centres around writing
letters to our family, our town
as a gold mine town, noting
transport signs, road safety and
community landmarks,” she
said.
Yarra Warra is now accepting
enrolments for 2018 for
their three and four-year-old
programs.

Doreen Hennessy retires from
WPS office after 39 years

AFTER 39 YEARS, Doreen Hennessy
is retiring from Warrandyte Primary
School.
A local Warrandyte Living Legend,
both at the school and in the
community, Doreen has decided it’s
time to devote herself to travelling
to all the remaining countries
she’s never visited before, as well
as spending more time with the
grandchildren in between overseas
jaunts.

The Diary caught up with Doreen
just before her big retirement send
off at the beginning of the month,
and uncovered some shocking
revelations.
Mrs. Hennessy, when did your
association with Warrandyte
Primary School start?
Oh call me Doreen, everybody
does. I actually started here in
1978 teaching swimming in the
school pool as a Lions Club swim
instructor. I bet there are plenty of
ex-Warrandyte Primary students
who remember the pool. On hot
days I used to come down and help
supervise students in the pool at
lunchtime as well. Anyone could
go in as long as they’d brought their
bathers with them. We must have
had half the school in there some
days.
When did you start working in
the school office?
My oldest, Leonie started in Prep
in 1983 and I joined the Parents
and Friends Association as the
Treasurer pretty much straight
away. I also started helping out as
an Integration Aide and in the office,
but it wasn’t until 1989 that I got my

first Warrandyte Primary School
pay check. By then my other two
children, Jacinta and Gavan, had
started school, and I just seemed to
spend a lot of time up here, helping
out wherever I was needed. By 1994
I was full time in the Office and I’ve
been here ever since.

And why have you decided to
retire now? Everybody assumed
that you’d be here forever.
Well David’s been retired for
a few years, and we have four
grandchildren now. They keep
complaining that they don’t see me
enough compared with their Pa, and
of course there are still places that
we’ve never been to before that we’d
love to visit while we’re fit and well.
What’s going to be first on the
travel agenda?
We’re planning a big trip to England,
Scotland, Iceland, Finland and the
U.S. It will be lovely not to have to
rush around and to take our time
visiting places off the well worn
tourist track. We’d really love to get
back to South Africa at some stage,
and maybe Egypt if that area of the
world calms down a bit.
You must have seen many
changes over the years, both at
the school and in the community.
What have been some of the more
memorable events?
Losing the Pine Plantation at the
school was a huge controversy.
People might remember that back
in the ‘60s and ‘70s the government
decided it would be a good idea
for schools with a bit of land to
grow pine trees for timber. The
idea was that every 20 years or
so the trees would be cut down
and the money would help fund
the schools’ expenses. So we got
our pine plantation, and then the
government kind of forgot about
the whole scheme. Over the years
the school community built a
wooden fort in amongst the pines
as well as other play equipment and
an outdoor stage where we used
to have our Carols Night. It was a
wonderful place. Very quiet, very
peaceful. But after a few decades,
the pine trees started to become
dangerous and the decision was
made that the whole lot would be
cut down and levelled to create
the new school oval. Well, you
should have seen the furore that
erupted. I remember kids and

parents with placards marching and
demonstrating around the school.
Well that certainly sounds
memorable. What will you miss
about Warrandyte Primary
School?
I’ll miss the school community –
the students, the teachers and the
parents. Well, most of them [wink].
I’ll miss the beautiful new office
we’ve now got. After so many years
being cramped in the original tiny
little school office, I got to enjoy
this lovely new building and big
office space for less than 12 months
in the end. But I won’t miss chasing
up Excursion Permission forms just
as the buses are about to leave, or
taking phone calls from teachers
ringing in sick at 6 a.m. I’m happy to
pass that on to someone else.
Do you have any regrets?
The biggest regret was not being
here when Buddy Franklin and
Josh Gibson came to the school a
couple of years back with half the
Hawthorn football team. There had
been a mix up a couple of weeks
earlier, and so Hawthorn had sent
some of their ‘big guns’ to make it
up to us. I had a family funeral to
attend on the same day, and it was
a very close run thing whether I
was going to be at school for the
Hawthorn visit or at the funeral.
Toughest decision of my life.
After nearly four decades will it
be difficult for you to walk out
the school on the last day? Will
you be back for a visit now and
then?
It’s time. If I don’t go now, I never
will. I would have retired last
year, but I felt I needed to stay
until the new Principal had been
appointed and everything was
ticking along smoothly. Now we
have a great new Principal, Craig
Crouch and I think I’m leaving the
school in good hands. Warrandyte
Primary School will continue to be
a caring and nurturing school with
a great team of staff. I’m expecting
a personalised invitation to the
Carols Night and the Concert every
year you know, and I’ll probably
drop in every once in a while, just
to keep an eye on things. I’ll always
be part of this school and its history,
and it’s certainly been a big part of
mine.
Thank you, Doreen.
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Timely tax tips – getting ready for June 30

By BRIAN SPURRELL
JUNE IS THE month when
our minds turn to tax and the
obligation to lodge our tax returns,
which brings to mind Kerry
Packer’s memorable claim, “I pay
what is due and not a penny more.”
The purpose of this column
is to assist you in adopting the
same philosophy which you are
perfectly entitled to do, providing
you understand the important
difference between tax evasion
and tax avoidance.
Tax evasion is acting contrary
to the law and incurs severe
penalties, whereas tax avoidance
involves working within the law
to avoid paying more tax than you
need to.
So what do you need to
understand in order to implement
Kerry Packer’s advice?
Claim all deductible expenses
Make sure you claim all
expenditure incurred in the tax
year that is tax deductible.
This will require you to keep
either paper (invoices, receipts etc.)
or electronic records that contain
date of expenditure, description
and amount.
Bank statements and credit card

your say

statements may suffice if they
contain sufficient identifying
information.
Alternatively download the ATO
myDeductions App and use it to
record your deduction records on
to your mobile or tablet.
This App is suitable for use by
individuals and sole traders.
Work related expenses totalling
less than $300 do not require
supporting documentation but
you will be expected to have a
reasonable basis for arriving at the
amount you are claiming.
This may apply for example
when claiming laundry of
uniforms or protective work
clothing.
Claiming all expenditures such as
donations, work related expenses,
business and investment related
deductions etc. can be quite
complicated, so give consideration
to using the services of a registered
tax agent whose fees and your
travel time to visit are deductible.
Your tax agent will also be able
to advise you on the appropriate
records you will need to claim the
deductible component of motor
vehicle, phone, computer, home
office expenses, laundering of

Delaying receipt of
assessable income
Timing benefits can also be
accessed by delaying the receipt
of income until July rather than
having it paid to you in June.
This strategy could be applied
to timing the sale of investments
that are likely to trigger a capital
gain where there are no offsetting
capital losses available.
Wage and salary earners entitled
to a year-end bonus may be able
negotiate payment in the first pay
period in July rather than the last
pay period in June.
Sole traders selling on credit
could consider delaying invoicing
for work done in June until early
July.
Tax saving and impact on
cash flow
The income and deductions
strategies explained above whilst
reducing your taxable income will
have a significant impact on your
cash flow if you are entitled to
a refund and lodge your tax
return early.
Example: A sole trader on an
otherwise taxable income of
$60,000 brought forward the

purchase of an item of plant
costing $15,000 from July to June
which is fully tax deductible being
under the $20,000 cap for a small
business.
She also delayed billing
customers for work done in June
until July 1 amounting to $6,000
thereby reducing her taxable
income by $21,000 to $39,000.
With tax levied at $0.34 per dollar
in the range from $37,000 - $87,000
her tax saving and increased
cash flow would amount to $7,560
including a low income tax offset
of $415.
Tax-free gift of up to $500
Your homework is to Google
“Super Co-Contribution” to
discover whether you are eligible
to receive your free gift.
Disclaimer:
The content of this article is not
intended to be used as professional
advice and should not be used as such.
If you have any questions you should
consult a registered
tax agent.
Brian Spurrell - FCPA CTA, Director
Personalised Taxation & Accounting
Services Pty Ltd. 0412 011 946

Letters to the Diary including emails must include the writer’s full name, address and phone number, even if not intended for publication.
Letters may be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. Letters to be emailed to: editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Slippery when wet
Dear Diary
Parks Vic Warrandyte division
w e r e c o n ta c te d r e c e n t ly r e
Boardwalk approaching Pettys
Orchard, a fellow cyclist from the
Warrandyte Bike Group had a nasty
fall on the untreated boardwalk
that has wire netting on only half
the treated pine plank surface
which becomes very slippery after
rain or damp conditions, Parks Vic

uniforms and protective clothing,
self-education expenses and
depreciable assets etc.
Use timing to increase deductions
We have probably all heard the
saying “a bird in the hand is worth
two in the bush”. This equally
applies to tax by bringing forward
deductions into the current year
and reducing your tax liability
for the current year rather than
waiting a further 12 months or
more before you claim the tax
saving from the deduction.
Deductible expenses such as
insurance premiums should be
timed to fall due in June rather
than any other month of the year.
The same goes for depreciable
assets that are deductible such
as computers, rental property
depreciable contents, and
particularly tools, plant and
equipment and motor vehicles
used in a business.
If you donate to charities, school
building funds etc. give a thought
to making these donations in June
rather than earlier in the year,
reducing the time period between
the cash outlay and the receipt of
the tax deduction benefit.

An open poem to VicRoads
cited Funding cuts as the reason
for not protecting whole surface
area of the three boardwalks, surely
funds could be found to complete
this over five years unfinished
safety aspect of these boardwalks.
Only a few days earlier a cyclist
broke his arm on this boardwalk.
Denis Robertshaw
North Warrandyte

VicRoads
Eleven million it’s cost
To desecrate the country
make driving hazardous
kill wildlife, destroy beauty
But we’re keeping down the road toll.
Didn’t you know?
Peta Heywood
Kangaroo Ground

Environment and Sustainability
Advisory Committee

Marketing for
growth workshop

We’re looking for eight enthusiastic people with an
interest in the environment and sustainability to
become part of an Advisory Committee that will:

Nillumbik Shire Council
Wednesday 28 June, 5pm-8.30pm

• raise environmental issues of interest, concern and
sustainability for Council
• assist in the preparation or review key environmental
sustainability strategies and policies
• monitor progress of the Green Wedge Management Plan
• work collaboratively with other Council advisory
groups and key external stakeholders.

Freestyle Theatre
Freestyle means anything goes! Whether you’re
looking to perfect a song or sharpen up your
audition technique we’ve got it all covered.

This hands-on workshop will enable you to build a
deeper understanding of your customers and focus your
marketing strategy to grow your business.

The Committee is expected to meet on a quarterly basis
and the commitment would be for two years. Further
details on the positions and the selection criteria can be
found at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/eandsadvisorycommittee.

Wednesdays 26 July and 2, 9, 16 and 23 August
4.15pm-5.30pm
Hurstbridge Community Hall
Book online: trybooking.com/276315

With the latest information and insights from a small
business marketing expert and a suite of best practice
templates and resources, this quality program is
designed to suit business at all stages.

Winter Winefest

Introduction to
Permaculture

BOOK ONLINE

enterprisenillumbik.com.au/Workshopsand-Seminars

(10-25yrs)

Expressions of interest close at 5pm on Friday 30 June 2017.

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 June 11am-5pm
What better way to welcome winter than with new and
exciting wine and warming winter fare.
Finalists exhibition 1 June – 30 July 2017
Celebrating contemporary works of excellence by artists
with a Nillumbik connection.
EXHIBITION OPENING

Thursday 1 June, 6.30pm-8.30pm
Barn Gallery, Montsalvat, 7 Hillcrest Ave, Eltham
montsalvat.com.au

Join the local winemakers
and enjoy a bite to eat, wine
tastings, live music and
artworks from local artists right
on Melbourne’s doorstep.
No entry or tasting fees at
any of the venues.
opencellars.com.au

www.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

Saturday 22 and 29 July 10am-4pm
Do you like the idea of being more
sustainable and self-sufficient?
Edendale Community Environment
Farm is running a two day introduction
to permaculture workshop.
You will gain a basic understanding of the principles
and design methods associated with permaculture.
trybooking.com/274001

@nillumbikshire

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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WarrandyteCAN say no to coal
By JAMES POYNER

DU R I NG M AY,e nv i ro n me nta l
protection groups across Australia
rallied together in protest over the
proposal of a new mega coal mine
in North Queensland.
The Adani Group is an Indian
business conglomerate focused
on energy and logistics projects in
India, Indonesia and Australia with
a stated goal of securing India’s
energy future.
The Adani Carmichael coal mine,
and associated rail and port project
— if given approval — will create a
new coal mine approximately five
times the size of Sydney Harbour, a
new 338KM railway link and a new
terminal at Abbot Point Port.
Adani’s selling point is massive
job creation and local business
opportunities.
But Australians are saying “NO”.
Environmental groups around
Australia held a string of protests
to try and stop the Adani project
in its tracks by cutting its funding.
In April 2017, Westpac joined
NAB and ANZ in refusing to fund
the Adani Carmichael mine, in
May environmental groups held
#StopAdani protests outside the
Commonwealth Bank.
Co m m B a n k a r e t h e l a s t o f
Australia’s big four to implement
policy to prevent Adani obtaining
finance from them.
L o ca l cl i m ate ac t io n g ro u p
WarrandyteCAN held a number
of protests outside CommBank in
Eltham last month.
Passionate environmentalist
C h a r lo tte S te r r e tt wa s w i t h
WarrandyteCAN at the protests and

review
By DICK DAVIES
WarrandyteCAN screened the
2016 movie Anthropocene from
director Steve Bradshaw on Friday,
April 28 2017 at the Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House.
I CAME TO AUSTRALIA in 1970,
in a joint project between the UK
government, CSIRO and the UN
Food and Agriculture Organisation,
part of a scientific research aid
programme designed to raise the
living standards of peasant farmers
in the third world.
A noble aim, we thought,
and a tiny contribution to the
phenomenal medical, technological
and economic developments in the
decades following WWII.
Since then living standards
have risen, enabling third world
countries to enjoy benefits that
Westerners have long taken for
granted.
The consequences of this period,
and the earlier re-shaping of the
world in the nineteenth century
following the industrial revolution,
is the subject of Anthropocene, a
documentary shown recently by
WarrandyteCAN (Climate Action
Now) at the Neighbourhood House.
Initially the film focuses on the

highlighted the importance of the
stop campaign in the fight against
climate change.
“Stopping the Adani mine is
critical if we are to ever have a

chance of preventing catastrophic
climate change.
“I want my daughter to have a
decent future, not one ravaged by
climate change — it’s her human
right,” she said.
Since WarrandyteCAN decided
to start protesting in Eltham, they
have been there every Friday and
have been joined by other groups
such as the Nillumbik Environment
Action Group and even Greenpeace.
O n M ay 27, t h e Au s t ra l i a n
Conservation Foundation (ACF)
announced a proposed $1B Federal
loan through the Northern
Australia Infrastructure Facility

(NAIF) would most likely be
blocked when it went through the
Queensland parliament, however
the The Palaszczuk government
have not confirmed how they will
proceed.
M e a n w h i l e , t h e Tu r n b u l l
government are maintaining their
support of Adani with Nationals
Minister for Resources, Senator
Matthew Canavan, reminding
Parliament during Senate debate
around the native title changes
required to allow the mine to
proceed, the project would deliver
thousands of jobs to Australians
and was earlier reported in the
Gu a rd i a n a s ca s t i gat i n g t h e
[Westpac] bank when it withdrew
funding for having “almost zero
consultation with the people
of north Queensland”, saying it
was “more interested in listening
to the noisy activists in Sydney
than the job hungry people” in his
constituency.
The Diary asked Ms Sterrett of
WarrandyteCAN how the protests
were going and what she thought
of the announcement by the ACF.
“[The] Stop Adani [campaign] has
been gathering steam with protests
outside of the bank every Friday
since the first one… visits to both
Labour and Liberal federal MPs
(including Kevin Andrews) has put
pressure on decision makers to
distance themselves from funding
Adani.
“Local groups will continue [to
protest] until the mine is abandoned
forever and coal is consigned to the
past,” she said.

The Anthropocene – documentary
deliberations of the “Anthropocene
Working Group of the International
Commission on Stratigraphy”.
These are scientific “heavies” who
wish to declare a new geological
epoch, the “Anthropocene”, the first
created by humans, to follow the
present Holocene epoch.
The film interspersed scientific
comment with stark depiction of the
massive changes wrought by human
development and technology:
concrete jungles in cities, devastated
land areas, huge islands of plastic
and garbage in the oceans and so on.
To e m p h a s i s e t h e p o i n t ,
underwater images of the Roman
coastal city of Baiae — notorious
for its hedonistic lifestyle, frozen
in time and buried in volcanic ash
— provided a metaphor for the dire
consequences of global warming.
Not to put too fine a point on it:
humanity is crapping in its own
nest, big time.
So far so good, although I could
have done with less geological
pedantry on the def initional
issue of “Anthropocene” and
more understanding of complex
underlying issues.
A most salient comment was
from the only non-member of the

working group (and only female)
interviewed, who emphasised that
our children and grandchildren
must learn how human activities are
courting disaster if we are to have
any hope of alleviating the problem
or adapting to it.
Definitional issues aside, the
film was great on the “What” has
happened, but neglected “Why” it
came to be, and weak on the really
hard question of “How” to fix it.
The film did seem to be preaching
to the converted.
Comments on the Anthropocene
website hail the film as a “Stark
depiction of the crass consequences
of the choices we have made”, the
“Growth obsession of neoliberal
global hegemony”; “We should all
return to simpler lifestyle,” etc. etc.
But it is not enough to decry the
current state of the world without
factoring in perceived benefits.
Notwithstanding the “crass
consequences”, following the
industrial revolution ordinary
people lived longer, were better
housed and fed, and enjoyed better
healthcare.
Post-war recovery resulted in
new drugs, a “green revolution” in
cereal and food production and

rising living standards in poverty
stricken countries, culminating
most recently in China’s “One Belt
One Road” mega infrastructure
development.
Therein lies the rub.
There are still tens of millions
who aspire to a similar standard,
and, whether we wish to deny it or
not, they will strive to attain it in
China, India, South East Asia and
South America.
How can this be sustained without
pollution and global warming is the
hard question?
The film briefly touched on
potential high tech “solutions” such
as spraying sulphate particles in
the upper atmosphere to alleviate
global warming – but a critical issue
is combatting the psychopathology
of political leaders who see no
benefit in implementing such
decisions and, more to the point,
the aspirations of people who either
demand a better life or are reluctant
to give up the one we already enjoy.
Co m fo r tab le b r o m i d e s l i ke
acknowledging that “the earth
owns us” aside, the challenge for
those of us in Warrandyte - with our
comfortable homes, cars and smart
phones - watching Anthropocene

from a laptop containing about 32
mineral elements – is how to cut
through at both the political and
Facebook level.
W h e n Wa r ra n dy te C A N a n d
Quinton’s IGA introduced a “no
plastic bag” philosophy, it didn’t
last long.
If such a simple programme didn’t
take off, even in Warrandyte, what
hope is there?
Our challenge is how to
stop, reverse, or adapt to the
“Anthropocene” and accept that
our grandchildren will be living in
a very different world to the one I
enjoyed in 1970 - with aspirations to
raise the living standards of peasant
farmers in the third world.
Any ideas?
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Surfing the wave of success

By BRANSEN GIBSON

L O C A L WA R R A N D Y T E g i r l
Charlotte Brimelow is making
waves in the surf lifesaving
community, winning a silver medal
at the Victorian Junior Life Saving
Championships in Warrnambool
last March.
Charlotte, 10, represented the
Venus Bay Surf Life Saving Club
at the championships and finished
second overall in the Under 11s
beach sprints race.
She was also a finalist in the flags
race, but couldn’t quite come away
with a second medal.
Charlotte said her favourite part
of the State Championships was
competing with friends and doing
relays and the excitement of moving
on in the competition.
“When you hear you’ve made it
in to the next heat you feel really
excited,” she said.
Venus Bay was one of 35 individual
surf cubs that were represented at
the event, and Charlotte was one of
1,500 participants to take take to the

active
FEMMEX IS A local fitness class
made up of Warrandyte mums who
like to keep fit in a casual and fun
setting. Classes are based around
the HIIT (high-intensity interval
training) method of training, with
all sessions being different.
HIIT is the best way to build
cardio fitness, tone & strengthen
all at the same time.
Classes are Monday, Wednesday
and Friday 9:15–10am, and held
outside at the Warrandyte Sports
centre on Taroona Avenue.
Call Bec Rostron on 0400 074 836
Femmex can also be found on
Facebook and Instagram.

beach over the weekend.
Charlotte first joined the surf
lifesaving community last December
when she and sister Holly started
Nippers, an educational program
that aims to teach participants the
skills required to be safe and active
in the water at beaches, as part of a
Christmas present.
The Brimelow family all love the
beach and thought that Nippers
would be a great way to learn new
skills and more about the beach
and water.

After a few weeks of sessions
learning the ropes and getting out in
the water, Charlotte and Holy were
asked if they’d consider taking part
in tournaments.
Their first competition appearance
came in January 2017 when both
sisters helped Venus Bay to defeat
rival surf club Inverloch in the local
carnival.
Since then the sisters have taken
part in four more competitions
in Mt Martha, Chelsea, Lorne and
Warrnambool.
Both have taken part in a wide
variety of surf lifesaving events, but
Charlotte says she already knows
which ones she likes the most.
“My two favourite [events] are the
beach sprints and flags,” she said.
“It’s fun to lie down and go for the
flags and I really enjoy sprinting
as well.”
The summer of surf is now over
for Charlotte and the Brimelows,
but we may see her back in action
at the beach when surf lifesaving
activities resume in December.

Season hots up for
Warrandyte Netball Club
By KIRSTY PRING

THE WINTER season is getting
to the pointy end for Warrandyte
Netball Club and all teams are
still going all out focusing on the
upcoming finals.
The U9 and U11 sections do not
have finals, and out of the 16 teams
in the remaining sections that
do have finals, Warrandyte has
12 teams that currently look like
they will qualify.
The top four teams from each
section qualify for finals and
Warrandyte has the following
teams that currently qualify – U13
(1s, 2s and 4s), U15 (1s, 2s, 3s and 4s),
U17 1s, and the Open As, two Open
Bs, and finally the Open Cs.
Of these teams, there are six that
are at the top of their ladder.
This shows the great
c o m m i t m e n t Wa r r a n d y t e
netballers have to their training
and their games, and also the great
standard of coaching the Club is
able to provide.

The Club also has 13 of its players
that have decided to commit to
umpiring both in the Doncaster
and District competition on a
Saturday, and also in various other
competitions and tournaments.
The Netball Australia Umpire
Acc red i tat io n s ys te m i s a n
educational and development
pathway, culminating in a fourtiered badge system – C Badge, B
Badge, A Badge and the highest
national award, the AA (All
Australia) Badge.
Warrandyte Netball Club has
nine umpires with their C Badge,
three with their B Badge and one
trainee.
It takes a great deal of time and
training to commit to umpiring,
and the fact that Warrandyte has
so many qualified umpires is a
great testament to the Club.
Finals commence on June 17,
culminating with the Grand Final
on June 24.
Go Warrandyte!!
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New leadership and life members South
at the Warrandyte Cricket Club Warrandyte
By RYAN HOIBERG

EVEN THOUGH the first ball of the
new season is months away, plenty
of moves and announcements have
been made down at Warrandyte
Cricket Club, as they look to
establish a strong foothold for the
2017/18 season.
Warrandyte held their annual
general meeting at the start of
May and with plenty of time to
spare, the club have announced
a new coach, new first XI captain
and a new president, while two life
members have also been inducted.
Confirmed by the committee
as the perfect candidate, Andy
Wilgose will be taking over the role
as Senior coach, after a long career
spent mentoring and coaching
players.
Wilgose, who has just welcomed
his second child, moved to Australia
from the United Kingdom 11 years
ago and has been in Warrandyte for
the past three years.
An accredited England Cricket
Board Coach, Wilgose also sports
an extensive playing career abroad.
At the age of 15 he was playing
Senior Premier League cricket in

the UK for Oulton Park, and then
with Nantwich.
Wilgose also played representative
cricket at a number of levels,
including County youth cricket
from 13 to 19, and representing
Lancashire and North England
youth sides in his late teens.
Replacing former skipper Chris
Barry, Ayrton Dehmel will step in as
new first XI Captain and assistant
coach.
Dehmel, who has been captaining
the T20 squad and serving as
fielding coach for the past three
years, was a clear choice to replace
Barry who is choosing to focus
on his young family and personal
cricket.
Ayrton has been a key figure
around the club since playing
junior and first XI cricket early in
his playing days, before returning
in recent years as a key figure in
the premiership team and regional
T20 squad.
Currently playing in England,
Dehmel will return primed for the
new season.
The AGM also saw the nomination
and approval of two life members,
the first time in recent memory

that multiple members have been
approved.
Stewart Smead and Matthew
C h a p m a n h ave bo t h bee n
recognised for their commitment
and work at the club, both on and
off the field, becoming life member
#31 and #32.
Smead was recognised for his
significant playing record, both
individually and team wise, as
winner of multiple premierships,
some as captain.
Smead also sports multiple
association batting and bowling
awards and several club awards,
and contributed off the field
managing the bar.
Matthew Chapman became
the third Chapman to earn life
membership status at the club,
owning a rare record.
Chapman joined the club in 1986
as a Junior and has played since,
with 215 senior games under his
belt.
Chapman cemented his status
as a club legend in 2007 with
his performances with the bat
and keeping glove, as well as his
premiership contributions.
Combined with his work as club

secretary, his three-year presidency
and his contribution to leading the
development and construction of
the Warrandyte Sporting Groups
clubrooms, Chapman has certainly
left his mark at the club in a
meaningful manner.
Finally, a succession plan for the
off field management of the club
has been coordinated with a new
president, Ryan Hoiberg, confirmed.
Hoiberg has taken over from Greg
Warren who will step into a senior
executive leadership role, working
in Club Operations and acting in a
mentorship capacity for the new
president.
Warren, president for the past two
years, has overseen a first XI flag,
the introduction and greater push
for women’s cricket at the club,
and the support and involvement
of charities like Stop. One Punch
Can Kill.
Leaving the organisation with a
strong playing cohort of six senior
teams, a recent junior flag and
continued success off the field,
Warren has contributed to the
club in an exceptional manner, and
will continue to do so in his new
position.

Mighty Meg inspires Big V victory
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

WARRANDYTE’S Big V State
Championship women’s team
notched their biggest win of the
season against Hume City recently,
defeating the Broncos 54 to 45 in
one of the performances of the
season.
The result came off the back of
a spectacular performance from
skipper Meg Dargan (pictured
right), who dropped 28 points, a
personal best for the point guard.
“We’ve never beaten them before
and we’ve been in the comp for a
long time.
“I think we had a really tough
couple of weeks going into the
game, we were a bit frazzled
and not f inding our feet.
“As a team we tried a few things
going into that game, took each
quarter as it comes and I guess
the win was considered a bit of an

fitness
By CHRIS SHARP

YOU SEE, MOST people fail to truly
understand the reason why any fatloss diet actually works.
You don’t lose weight because you
avoid certain foods, stick to specific
foods/food groups or because you
removed an entire macronutrient
from your diet — think “clean
eating” or keto diets, or even going
low or no carb.
You don’t lose weight solely
because you added 4 x 25 second
intervals to your routine, or because

upset,” Dargan said.
Despite boasting WNBL talent in
Colleen Planeta, Hume City were
no match for the Venom over 40
minutes.
Amanda Meinking did a terrific
job shutting down Planeta, and
overall the Venom achieved their
“little goals”, according to Dargan.
With seven rounds left to play, the
Venom sit towards the lower end
of the ladder, but are seemingly
peaking at just the right time, with
certain players beginning to lift.
“We’ve had Mollie Bourke and
Breeana Waugh come back this
season and they are getting back
in the swing of things.
“Those guys are both absolute
pocket rockets who run the floor,
and we’ve obviously got Amanda,
she’s crucial for our team.
“She’s had a bit of an up and
down season, but I think she had
something like 21 boards on the

weekend, she’s a monster on the
glass,” Dargan said.
With players beginning to lift and
momentum beginning to swing
Warrandyte’s way, coach Nicole
Howard and Dargan know what
needs to be done to finish the
season strong.
“With the Hume game we were
sort of taking small steps, looking
ahead this season we just need to
try and pick up as many wins as
we can, playing solid quarters and
playing 40 minutes.
“Consistency is really important
for us, people hitting double digits
weekly is a big problem for us, so
if we can address that things will
definitely change,” Dargan said.
Along with consistency, leadership
will be critical as the Venom look
to close the season strong, and
Dargan’s ability to work in tandem
with coach Howard will give them
the best possible chance.

“She [Nicole] recently had a really
big season, she was the development
coach of the Melbourne Boomers
and she learnt a lot from that.
“She’s always supportive and has
that go-to attitude, and we are on
the same page, she lets me do my
own thing when it comes to offence
and trusts me to hit the right plays.
“If she wants something in
particular she’s in my ear, but
obviously for me its about being
positive to the girls during time
outs and being a leader on the floor,”
Dargan said.
C e r ta i n ly, m o r e 2 0 + p o i n t
games will help the Venom’s
cause, and Dargan has a plan
to r e p e a t t h e p e r fo r m a n c e .
“Since I scored the 28 points I’ve
kept the same socks and am going
to wear them every week, so maybe
there’s something in that,” Dargan
said.

Cricket AGM
By FRANS BROUWER
THE CLUB’S ANNUAL General
Meeting took place on May 10.
Matt Fasan, who took over from
Mick Mulqueen halfway through
the season as President, was
elected, Scott Brasher stepped
up for his second spell as Vice
President, and Sean McMahon
and this correspondent were reelected as Treasurer and Secretary
respectively.
Scott hands over his Junior Coordinator role to Todd Lewis.
Pete r C h a m ing s ( Vete ra n s
Co-ordinator), Troy Donis, Alan
Duffus, Jake Sammartino and
Michael Sweeney continue on
the Committee, while Darcy Price,
Alex Cattanach and James Fayle
come in.
With the loss of Gavin Maslen
back to Queensland, the hunt was
on for a new batting coach, the
Club is delighted to announce that
Sri Lankan-born English import
Brian Kulasena has accepted.
Brian is a top-order left-hand
batsman and right-arm off-spinner
who has played in Melbourne’s
South-East for the past couple of
seasons.
Before that, he played several
seasons in England, and will
commence duties after returning
in September from another stint
in the UK.

The reason you aren’t losing weight
you began eating eight meals per
day instead of five, or because you
remove carbs from breakfast —
contrary to popular belief you can’t
“stoke the metabolic fire” by eating
more frequently to speed up fat loss.
Yo u d o n’ t l o s e w e i g h t b y
performing cardio on an empty
stomach; you don’t lose weight
by avoiding sugar; you don’t lose
weight by avoiding carbohydrates
after a specific time of day or even
at all; you don’t lose weight by
avoiding your favourite ‘cheat
meals’, processed foods, dairy, grains
or fruit (you definitely don’t lose
weight because of your cheat meals
either); you don’t lose weight by
incorporating a fad diet into your
routine; you don’t lose weight
because you drank Skinny Tea or do
a detox or follow whatever rubbish
promo your favourite Instagram
celeb is promoting that week.
Name any fad, gimmick, promo,
or left of field supplement — I can
promise you that it isn’t what’s
causing you to lose weight either.
The actual reason you lose
weight?
By e n te r i n g i n to a c a l o r i e
deficit — that’s a fancy term for
burning more calories than what
you’re consuming, inclusive of

those calories burned when you
sleep, eat, digest food, breathe etc.
All of the things that I mentioned
above might help you with entering
a calorie deficit/burning more
calories than you’re consuming, but
they are not the sole reason you lose
fat/weight.
What about doing some cardio?
Yes, that’s going to help you
burn more calories, which means
relatively speaking, you won’t be
eating as much.
As a consequence, adding in some
cardio might send you into or
further into a calorie deficit, which
is why you’d be losing weight.
But I’m avoiding carbs or sugar!
If you haven’t done that previously,
chances are you’re going to be
lowering your intake drastically
as a consequence, which could
also mean you’re now eating fewer
calories than what you’re burning.
What’s your point?
All of the above might assist with
sending you into a calorie deficit
but at the end of the day, you lose
weight by burning more calories
than you consume not because
you switched from brown rice
to white rice cakes or switched

up your steady state cardio for a
more intense interval variation
— whether or not you choose to
track your macros, eat ‘clean’ or
incorporate any of the above.
If you aren’t losing weight you
aren’t in a calorie deficit, so think
about how you can either burn
more calories or eat fewer calories
or do a bit of both.

Don’t confuse correlation with
causation.
I love this table, care of Myolean
Fitness.
Make sure to save the below
picture to your camera roll — it’s
going to come in handy next time
you get into a debate with a “clean
eater” or “gym junkie”.
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Warrandyte women line up with Sheagles
Nat Macdonald

Lexi Hipwell

Photo: Peter Steven
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

WOMEN’S FOOTY is a big hit in
Warrandyte and although the
Bloods may not have a team in
the Victoria Amateur Football
A ss o c i at io n ( VA FA) Wo me n’s
Premier division, Warrandyte locals
are making a big impact with four
of our girls playing for the Marcellin
Sheagles.
Nat and Zoe Macdonald, Lexie
Hipwell and Taylor Padf ield,
all friends who have grown up
together, made the decision to play
women’s football this season and
have reaped the rewards.
The Diary met with the girls, and
Lexie told the Diary how the four of
them ended up playing footy.
“My intent was never actually to
play footy — I mean I wanted to, but

Dad was a bit worried, and I didn’t
want to do it by myself.
“But Nat got me into it,” she said.
Na t a c te d a s s o m e w h a t o f
a ringleader for the group, and
Marcellin can be thankful that
she did.
In Lexie, the Sheagles gained
athleticism, a strong presence in the
ruck and long kicking ability.
Zoe’s strengths lie in the backline,
with a good ability to mark and win
the ball at ground level, while Nat
acts as a speedster in the middle and
excels at clearing packs.
“My friend Maggie was asking
me to come down and play for the
Marcellin Seniors, she said that it
was a new team with some good
quality and that in the first year we
might struggle a bit so that I would
play 80 minutes.

Photo: Peter Steven
“But the team actually turned
out alright and we’ve gone on from
there,” Nat said.
The Sheagles f irst grabbed
attention after competing in the in
VAFA’s Lightning Cup back in April.
D e s p i te g o i n g i n w i t h l ow
expectations, the Sheagles managed
to win their four games, before
advancing to the Grand Final and
taking the tournament.
“There’s 40 new teams that have
come in this year, and this was
a chance to expose the girls to
matches because they didn’t want
the girls to come out underdone for
the season.
“We played St Mary’s in the final
and we just got it done,” Zoe said.
Results in the Lightning Cup and
performances in grading games
have placed the side in VAFA’s

Premier Division, and though the
girls thought they might be out of
their depth, the reality has been
anything but.
“Our first Premier game was
against Brunswick, and everyone
thought we would get done by 60
points.
“It was a wet game, we went out
and we weren’t too confident, but
we kicked the first and went from
there,” Nat said.
The Sheagles currently sit in
3rd position on the ladder, only
percentage below the two teams
above.
“We’ve actually been really good,
we even won our game in round
three by 60 points.
“I think we were all a bit worried
because everyone was talking up
Premier, but we’ve been playing

well,” Lexie said.
Playing in Premier division
has further advantages for the
Warrandyte women, with scouts
and coaches keeping a close eye on
the games.
“There’s some great players in the
Premier division and there were
even scouts at the Lightning Cup,
so its definitely a platform for the
AFLW.
“Each game we are improving, not
just working on skills but also on
tactics, so we are only going to get
better,” Zoe said.
Coach Tom Stafford and Assistant
Coach Luke Boyd are certainly
in luck with their Warrandyte
contingent, who have without
doubt played a major role in the
Sheagles rapid rise.
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Warrandyte double defeat by close rivals
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

THE WARRANDYTE BLOODS
s u f fe re d a pa i r o f lo ss es to
Te m p le s towe a n d R i n g wo o d
in back-to-back home fixtures,
struggling to fire in the second half
of both games.
The match against Templestowe
held special significance for both
sides, as the teams played for the
annual STOP. One Punch Can Kill
Cup.
Templestowe’s Reserves and
Senior side were too strong on the
day, winning out comfortably in
both games.
STOP. One Punch Can Kill, an
organization founded in 2013 by
Caterina Politi after the tragic
death of her son, David Cassai (a
member of both the Warrandyte
and Templestowe communities), is
dedicated to teaching the dangers
of violence.
B o t h Wa r r a n d y t e a n d
Templestowe football clubs have
been avid supporters of the cause,
and changed the name of the Yarra
Cup Challenge match to the STOP.
One Punch Can Kill Cup in 2016 to
further lend their support to the
organization.
The fixture received excellent
media coverage, firstly on SEN
radio by Terry Wallace, and also in
interviews on the Eastern Football
League’s (EFL) podcast “The Huddle”,
with both media opportunities
organized by sponsorship manager
Jackie Austin.
Furthermore, EFL CEO Phil
Murton also made his presence
felt, and a radio reporter was
groundside for the contest.
The day was sponsored by
F l e tc h e r s R e a l E s t a te , w e l l
represented by Traci Stella and
Chris Chapman, and the Bloods
raised $1600 in gold coin donations
for STOP. One Punch Can Kill.
A week later, and Warrandyte were
back at home to face Ringwood in
a highly anticipated rivalry game.
However, Warrandyte were once
again defeated in both ties, despite
playing reasonable first halves.
A g a i n s t Te m p l e s to w e , t h e
Reserves struggled early in the
game, kicking just the one major
in the opening quarter.
Zac Ratcliffe continued his good
form, constantly attacking the ball,
and Warrandyte’s defence held firm,

managing to restrict Templestowe
well throughout the first half, and
holding the margin to just 19 points
at the major break.
Unfortunately, Josh Huntly
sustained a broken arm in the
second quarter, an injury that will
see him spend a significant amount
of time on the sideline.
Sadly, Warrandyte would rue
missed opportunities in front of
goal throughout the second half to
bring the game within reach, and
despite only trailing by 16 points at
three quarter time, fell by over eight
goals at the final siren 3.7 25 to 12.5 77.
The Senior side mirrored the
Reserves early in the game, finishing
the first quarter without recording
a score while Templestowe piled on
five goals.
In the second term Warrandyte
managed to click into gear, with
young star David Wilson kicking
two terrific majors to ignite the
Bloods.
Former Templestowe player
Michael Cullum also managed to
get one on the board as Warrandyte
continued the charge, outscoring
Templestowe for the quarter to trail
by 29 points at the half.

Throughout the second half,
emotion began to get the better of
a few players out on the park, but
both sides settled down to continue
a decent second half of footy.
Sadly, the Bloods were unable
to make any real inroads on
the margin, with Templestowe
continuing to pick apart the defence
to score when necessary.
When the final siren sounded, the
Bloods trailed by 42 points, 7.10 52
to 14.10 94.
Troy Ratcliffe received the Grand
Hotel Warrandyte best afield award
before Caterina Politi delivered an
inspirational post match address
to ensure that players knew the
damage that one punch can do,
delivering a valuable message to all
players, supporters and others at
the ground.
Facing off the following weekend
against Ringwood, the Reserves
locked themselves into a real arm
wrestle throughout the first half.
Dan Rodoni was able to kick the
first for the Bloods in a truly low
scoring half, in which both sides
could only manage three majors
between them.

Trailing by nine points at the
major break, the game was on
the line in the third quarter, and
Will Morley’s sterling play kept
Warrandyte in the mix.
Morley’s intercept play out of
the backline more than once saved
Warrandyte’s skin, but Ringwood
still managed two goals for the term.
In the fourth, a terrific snag kicked
by Lachie Richardson gave the
Bloods a slight sniff, but Ringwood
were able to hold on and win a
rather scrappy game of football
7.10 52 to 4.10 34.
The Seniors were
under the pump
right from the off,
conceding six goals in
the first term while
only managing one
themselves.
Though the Bloods
managed to stem the
flow throughout the
second term, they were
unable to add to the
scoreboard themselves,
and trailed by 34 points
at the half.
Unfortunately, this
was the lowest the

margin would get, and Ringwood
powered away throughout the
second half, kicking 10 goals in
the final term to run out 101 point
winners, 20.14 134 to 4.9 33.
With the Seniors and the Reserves
scoring a win against East Burwood
last weekend 5.14-44 to 11.7-73 for
the Seniors and 4.3-27 to 12.10-82 for
the Reserves, the Bloods are off to
a good start in June, let’s hope their
string of recent defeats have been
sidelined.
Keep an eye on the Diary website for
a mid month update.
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Warrandyte Sports Club score with new facility
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

WARRANDYTE Reserve unveiled their new state of
the art scoreboard in Round 6 of the EFL, when the
Bloods faced off against Templestowe.
The new board replaces the much loved but outdated scoreboard, allowing the Warrandyte Football
Club new opportunities for the remainder of the
season.
“Obviously we can promote our sponsors now,
a lot greater than we have done before and can
promote local business as well so that’s a really
good feature.
“We can also advertise upcoming events at the
club and also support the Junior club, because
they are using it as well,” said Bloods sponsorship
manager Jackie Austin.
The club can also use the board to flash
messages throughout games with a scrolling text
function, in order to announce raffle results or

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

other important information.
Following a two-three month period to install
software, shutters and install the structure, the
board became operational.
“It wasn’t too easy coordinating because not all
things came from one organization, we had to deal
with several different businesses to get everything
happening.
“Then of course there was the installation
of software and making sure we had the right
computer systems,” Austin said.
Andy Edis (from aussiescoreboards.com) was
pivotal in training people to operate the board,
teaching Andrew ‘Bucky’ Rodgers quickly so that
he could use it on gameday.
The fate of the old scoreboard has also been
decided, with the council ruling that it is to be taken
down due to the fact that it will not be maintained.

DIARY MINI ADS
CHAUFFURED TR ANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.
Port Douglas By The Beach 100m
2 SelfContained Units Pool spa 2
bed unit & 1 bed with spa BBQ area
car space. kvanscoy@tpg.com.au
Call 0409 359 240.

FSC MUDBRICK COT TAGE
in North Warrandyte. Bedroom,
bathroom, kitchen/lounge, heating,
carport. Suit single person looking
for quiet lifestyle. $220 pw. Contact

abbeyville144@gmail.com

Want a Mini Ad?
Call Briony
9844 0555
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