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BEST OF THE FEST

The sun shone over Warrandyte on festival weekend as thousands descended on the township for the annual event, the
Aldenhoven’s at 77 Yarra Street once again had their wonderful
festive scarecrows on show.

Highlights of the 40th Festival on P17-21 as well as bridges, buildings, books, and much much more in another bumper edition of
the Warrandyte Diary.
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l Girls take to the footy
field P35
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“Don’t let your printer know you are in a hurry,
they smell fear”
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NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, May 9, 2017. Advertising and
editorial copy closes Friday, April 28, 2017.

OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood,
Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

“ Looking for a Tax Agent that does more
than tax returns? Look no further.”
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FIVE MINUTES OF FAME
HIS month Diary reporter Tracy Dickson talks to Tommy
Cringeous at the Warrandyte
Tennis Club.
Tommy Cringeous, thanks for talking
to me.
No worries Tracy, have a sweat band.
Why would I want a sweat band?
No idea but tennis fans love sweatbands,
the sweatier the better. And towels.
They’ll fight to the death over a damp
towel.
Tommy I understand you’re applying
for the position of coach here at Warrandyte Tennis Club?
Yes and before I start I just want to apologise for any vulgarity or abusive comments I may make during this interview.
So are you a good tennis player?
@#&%! you journos go straight for the
jugular don’t you! Of course I’m a good
tennis player and the only reason I’m not
playing Davis Cup this year is my father
has a bunion.
You must really love the game.
Not really, I prefer basketball, billiards
and the odd game of Ludo but I’m crashhot at tennis when I want to be as long as
I don’t have a sore tooth or a late night
or Saturn’s rising in Sagittarius.
But if you don’t really like tennis why
do you play?
Do you know what it costs to service a
Ferrari?
So for argument’s sake let’s say I wanted
to learn how to play tennis.
If you like arguments tennis is definitely
the game for you. You spend so much
time debating whether the ball was in
or out it’s very hard to actually finish a
match without someone sitting on a very
high chair.
I have noticed you spend a lot of time
arguing with people in very high chairs.
I do spend a lot of my time arguing with
d*ckheads in very large chairs Tracy as
well as d*ckheads in the crowd not to
mention d*ckhead journalists no offence.
No offence taken. So how do we start
our lesson?

Well you take these two balls and get
ready to serve and I’ll go down the other
end.
Like this?
Probably easier if you face this way – I
can see this is going to be harder than I
thought. Now throw a ball up and hit it
over the net.
How’s that? It went over the net.
And the fence. It’s supposed to go into
that square on the other side of the net.

Why aren’t we using the whole court?
Just when you serve. After that you can
hit it into that square or the square next
to it or the rectangle behind them which
is equal to the sum of the squares on the
other side of the net.
It seems a bit confusing.
Only if you’re an idiot.
I beg your pardon?
Sorry, shooting pain in my lower bicuspid. Try another serve.
OK.
And try grunting when you do it.
Umprff!!! How was that?
The grunt was good but over the clubhouse is still out. Double fault, my point.
So I’m none.
Love actually.
The score or the Hugh Grant film?
The score. You’re love and I’m fifteen.
How can you get fifteen when we’ve
only played one point?

By ALAN CORNELL
You don’t know @#&% do you! OK, so we
both start at love…
Which is nothing.
…which is nothing, then you get fifteen
for winning the first point and if you win
another point you get another fifteen and
if you win a third point you get ten and
you’re on forty and you only have to win
one more unless the other person’s on
forty too in which case the next person
to win a point gets an advantage. If that
person wins the point after that they
win the game and if they don’t you both
go back to forty and so on till the light
runs out.
Now I’m really confused.
Or stupid.
You’re being unpleasant again!
Sorry, tennis elbow. Take another two
balls and try to serve into the square on
the other side.
Umprfff!!! How was that?
Your grunt’s improving but the ball’s in
Taroona Avenue.
But I still get a second go don’t I?
If you think it’ll make any difference.
@#&%! Beginner’s luck. So I return it and
you hit it back again.
Woohoo! Right between the double
lines!
In the double lines is out.
Well what are they there for if you can’t
hit the ball in them?
If it’s only me it’s out but if there’s someone with me it’s in. It’s called doubles.
That’s twice as confusing.
Not if you’ve got a brain.
You’re doing it again!
Sorry, I’m getting a bit of a ringing in
my ears.
Anyway I think I’ve got the hang of it
now. Umpprrff!!! Is that a trump?
An ace. And anyway I wasn’t ready.
Why are you leaving?
I have a headache.
Well thanks anyway and good luck with
the job, though you might want to tone
down the attitude a little.
They can stick their @#&% job.
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Red tape binds up the bridge
New works may not complete
before next bushfire season
By DAVID HOGG

THERE is confusion around the
need and timing for Planning Permits for the proposed major bridge
works.
This could threaten the proposed start date of such works,
which may result in the project
not be completed in time for the
2017/2018 fire season.
Last December, Minister for
Roads Luke Donnellan advised:
“Construction is expected to begin
in April 2017”.
The works are due to be completed by the end of December 2017.
A VicRoads spokesman told the
Diary: “We are required to apply
for permits with both Manningham
and Nillumbik for this project;
works will begin towards the end
of April/early May”
Manningham City Council Director of Planning and Environment
Teresa Dominik told the Diary:
“Council has received an application from VicRoads for vegetation
removal (five trees) and roadworks
associated with the construction
of new left turn lanes and a shared
footpath on the Warrandyte
Bridge.
“The proposed vegetation removal and roadworks require planning
permission as the land is included
within Environmental Significance
Overlay Schedules 2 and 3, Significant Landscape Overlay Schedule
2 and Heritage Overlay Schedule
191.
“The application commenced
public advertising yesterday
[March 30 2017] with notification
to adjacent property owner/occupiers and a sign on the site.”
A notice has now been posted
on the south side of the bridge

and gives the public until April 24
to lodge objections or make other
submissions.
If any objection is received, the
process may be further delayed.
Nillumbik Council advised the Diary that as of March 31 no planning
application in respect of the bridge
works or traffic lights on the north
side had yet been received.
Meanwhile, in a letter to business
owners in Yarra St in late February,
Brian Westley, Director Operations
Metro North West at VicRoads
listed the benefits of the bridge
upgrade and these included “New
turning lane eastbound on Yarra
St… and a new pedestrian crossing
for safer movement”.
As this pedestrian crossing had
not been mentioned in any previous discussions, we sought clarification from VicRoads.
James Lindsey Communications
and Stakeholder Relations Officer
Metro North West at VicRoads advised: “There are no new crossings
planned by VicRoads along Yarra
Street.
“Our only planned pedestrian
crossing is north of the bridge at
the traffic light intersection as we
have previously presented,” he
said.
He added that the improvement
works being completed by Manningham Council at the bridge
shops will include a pedestrian
refuge, but that VicRoads has no
involvement in that.

Your Say
Dear Diary
Thank you for your extensive
coverage of the proposed bridge
works. To date I have not read
anything about how wildlife
can cross the bridge during the
works. I live on the north side
and cross the bridge each night
at 3:45am for an early shift. From
time to time I have to stop at the
bridge to allow wombats to cross
the road as they continue west
along the river. On one occasion
a wombat was actually sitting on
the bridge in the middle of the
road. I hope the road crew will
keep barriers to a minimum.
Margaret Soemawinata
Valias Street
North Warrandyte

Lest We Forget

For the latest from
VicRoads
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au
/planing-and-projects
/melbourne-road-projects
/warrandyte-bridge

“Know your Warrandyte”
by Snapper

WARRANDYTE enjoys interesting places, quirky art and a
beautiful environment.
Each month we will highlight
one of the places that makes
Warrandyte special — and your
job is to find it.

Find the answer at
www.warrandytediary.com.au
— and in the next edition.

Can you find where this is?
Last month’s answer:
The Sassafrass Sweet Co.
Warrandyte

Like us on
Facebook

WARRANDYTE RSL will hold its Anzac Day march along Yarra Street Warrandyte on April 25 at 10:30am.
Commencing at the corner of Whipstick Gully Road and Yarra Street, the march will proceed to the
Warrandyte RSL, opposite the bridge, to be followed by a commemorative service at the cenotaph.
Refreshments will be provided in the clubrooms following the service.
For further information, contact Warrandyte RSL on 9844 3567

“We are the accountants who care”
Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

Certified Practising Accountants
PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113

• Natural looking dentures • Laminated mouthguards
• Relines and repairs
• On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation
Call

9844 4321

www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Like us

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber
BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946
E: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au

As part of our personalised service we are also
available to offer guidance in managing your
whole of life financial well being.We welcome
business and personal tax enquiries.
Super advice will be provided by Personalised Taxation
and Accounting Services as an authorised representative
of SMSF Advisers Network Pty Ltd, AFSL No. 430062
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Pigeon Bank planning pain
By DAVID HOGG

A STORM is brewing in Nor th
Warrandyte after Nillumbik council granted planning approval for
a residential building at 2 Pigeon
Bank Road.
At a meeting of the Future Nillumbik committee on March 14, five
out of seven councillors voted to
approve the plans, going against
the recommendation of the council
planning department.
The land in question is a pristine,
steep riverine bush-block in an extremely environmentally sensitive
area.
Architect Phillip Mannerheim
purchased the block in 2014 and
has plans to build an eco-friendly
sustainable home on it for his retirement.
The property is one of eight blocks
in a low density or bush land residential street that is well serviced
with existing infrastructure, including sealed road with reticulated
water, power and sewerage.
There was just one objector, a
neighbour, who was not objecting to
the development but wanted better
separation and screening from his
property.
There are multiple parties both for
and against this development.
Warrandyte Community
Association
The Warrandyte Community Association distributed a flyer entitled
Thin end of the green wedge at the
Warrandyte Festival, which states:
• The land is unique in having four
distinct native plant communities
supporting diverse wildlife populations.
• The planning sets a disastrous
precedent which could see the
end of the “Green Wedge” as we
know it.
• The decision, against the recommendation of experienced Nillumbik Planning Officers to reject the
planning application, will see the
destruction of at least 746 trees to
build a house and out-buildings on
a ridge, creating a visual eyesore
and threatening the nearby Koornong State Park bushland.
• At 5.3 hectares, the block is smaller
than the eight hectare minimum
subdivision required under Rural
Conservation Zone (RCZ) Schedule 3.
• Clause 35.06 of Nillumbik’s own
planning scheme requires use of
land to protect and enhance the
environmental and landscape
value of the land — this proposal
does the opposite.
• Rural Conservation Zoning seeks
to ensure that “the existing character, landscape quality, view-lines
and other natural environmental
characteristics of the area are
protected and enhanced in an equitable and sustainable manner”.
• The proposal also contravenes
other clauses and overlays in the
Nillumbik planning scheme.
• The “Stranded Asset” argument,
that a landowner has a reasonable
right to build on such a site has
no validity as RCZ zoning was introduced as early as 1973 and any
land purchaser should conduct
due diligence on any property
before purchase.
• The nearby Koornong land was

purchased by the State in 1979
after an intensive campaign by the
Warrandyte Environment League,
supported by the War randyte
Diary, to save it from destruction
by inappropriate housing development.
• Council has apparently identified
about 700 similar undersized
blocks which could be opened-up
for development in Nillumbik.
• This would destroy the Green
Wedge and Nillumbik as “The
Green Wedge Shire”.
Council planning
department
The planning officers’ recommendation to councillors to refuse a
permit is on the grounds that the
proposal:
• To use the land for a dwelling on a
substandard sized lot is not consistent with the intended purpose
and decision guidelines of the RCZ.
• Does not seek to use the land to
protect and enhance the environmental and landscape value of
the site.
• Is not consistent with clauses
concerning green wedges, vision
strategic framework, settlement
and housing and rural land use.
• Does not respond to the decision
guidelines of the RCZ, and siting
and design policy, for buildings
and works in non-urban areas,
due to the level of site disturbance
required for the construction of
the dwelling, and the associated
conservation and environmental
impacts.
• Has not adequately responded to
the objectives and decision guidelines of the bushfire management
overlay and wildfire management
policy as the development of the
land; a dwelling will pose a threat
to life and property, is inappropriately sited, requires an impractical
level of maintenance — in light of
the site’s topographical features
— and is deemed unsafe.
• Is not responsive to the objectives
and decision guidelines concerning native vegetation in that the
proposal has not adequately considered the role of native vegetation as both habitat, and playing
a crucial role in minimising land
degradation.
• Has not adequately responded
to the objectives and decision
guidelines of the environmental
significance overlay in terms of
the potential to detrimentally impact on the environmental values
of the land due to the proposed
vegetation removal.
• Will not result in an acceptable
planning outcome as outlined in
the decision guidelines having
regard to the orderly planning of
the area, the degree of fire hazard
for the proposed development, the
extent of vegetation proposed to
be removed, and the potential land
degradation and erosion.
Jane Ashton —
Sugarloaf ward councillor
Jane Ashton was one of five councillors who supported the development.
She spoke at length to the Diary,
and these are her main points:
• The decision was not made lightly;
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Open for lunch every Friday
and Sunday
104 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte
To book call 9844 0325

• This permit application has
brought into sharp focus the application of Nillumbik’s Scheme.
• The north side of Pigeon Bank
Road is outside the UGB, is zoned
Rural Conservation Zone (RCZ3)
and there is no mention of residential use in the zone purpose.
• In fact for the RCZ it is all about
protecting the natural environment, landscape, faunal habitat
and cultural values including biodiversity of the area and ensuring
that land use changes do not have
an adverse impact on these.
• The removal of close to a hectare
of bushland, including the destruction of 746 trees and the clearing
of a landscape-sensitive ridge top,
is not consistent with these zone
requirements.
• It is up to a purchaser of land to
consider all restrictions which may
affect future plans; hence the need
for a permit.

I did a considerable amount of research beforehand with regard to
the design, the CFA reports and the
environmental studies performed.
• The block has a house number and
kerbing for the driveway.
• The Department of Environment
and Land did not object and said
the development “is not expected
to have a significant impact on any
rare or threatened species”.
• The applicant commissioned 5
ecological surveys, has agreed to
4.5 ha becoming Bushland Conservation Zone and is providing
$80,000 of offsets.
• The applicant is an experienced
architect.
• He has designed an eco-friendly
carbon-neutral home with a 10-star
energy rating
• The home has solar panels, a
500,000 litre water tank for bushfire survival and is recessed into
the ground to minimise any visual
impact and reduce the footprint
substantially.
• The application meets all bushfire
risk management requirements
and the design displays excellence
in satisfying CFA requirements.
• The block is very heavily treed
having over 5,000 trees, many of
which are small.
• The 750 trees mentioned are mainly saplings and very immature
trees with a girth less than 50cm,
there are very few mature trees
and no “significant” trees.
• The number of mature trees impacted is likely to be less than
100 in total and, as with the other
houses in the street, removal is
necessary to provide a defendable
space around the property.
• The applicant has committed to
connect to the sewer at considerable distance and expense, even
though this is not a requirement.
• The eight-hectare minimum lot size
mentioned by critics is for subdivision planning only and is not
relevant to this application as the
area has already been subdivided.
• Under RCZ Schedule 3, dwellings
are not prohibited, the land is in
private ownership and is not reserved for conservation purposes.

• I firmly believe that we do not own
the land, the land owns us; we are
the guardians.
• Friends of Nillumbik should embrace the applicant with open
arms and help him tidy up the
understory and remove the 17% of
introduced species from his block.
• I am of the opinion that the applicant will be an impeccable guardian of this precious land.
Friends of Nillumbik
This group’s latest bulletin states:
• The permit approval undermines
Green Wedge values and our Planning Scheme
• The 5.3 hectares contains habitat
of high conservation significance,
almost a hectare of vegetation will
be cleared including the loss of
746 trees.
• A ridge top will be extensively
cleared for the house so landscape
values will be seriously degraded.
• It is intended to use the land for
rural residential purposes, a use
at odds with its rural conservation
zoning.
• Councillors Brooker and Dumaresq
opposed issuing the permit urging
respect for our planning scheme.
• This irresponsible council decision
shows that the purpose of Nillumbik’s Green Wedge has been purposely questioned by councillors.
They have recently added the following comments:
• Nillumbik was created to be “the
conservation shire with the Green
Wedge as its strategic focus”.
• The bulk of Nillumbik’s Green
Wedge was given protection
under the Rural Conservation
Zone (Schedule 3) of the Planning
Scheme and the later placement of
the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB)
reinforced this demarcation separating planned residential land
from rural land.
• The government’s intention to
protect our Green Wedge was given
further emphasis when it required
any rezoning proposal affecting
Green Wedge land to be passed
by both houses of the Victorian
Parliament.

The landowner
Phillip Mannerheim spoke to the
Diary and stated:
“This is to be a home for my retirement.
“I jumped through various hoops,
hurdles, ecological surveys and
assessments required by council, at
considerable expense.
“At their suggestion, the plans
have already been changed so as
to relocate down from the ridge top
and the driveway redesigned for fire
truck access.
“It was therefore quite dismaying
to receive a recommendation from
the planning department which was
totally negative and amounted to a
statement to the effect that this land
was unsuitable for a building.
“I cannot understand why my
block is being singled out for special
treatment, as all the other blocks in
the subdivision contain houses and
the planning regulations have not
changed.
“Fortunately, Mayor Peter Clarke,
himself an architect and with considerable experience as a Councillor
at Melbourne City, saw my point of
view and four of the other six councillors agreed with him.
“I am trying here to achieve a 10star energy rating with innovations
such as tracking the sun, insulation,
and recessing part of the home
into the ground; all designed with
world-leading conservation values
in mind.
“I am surprised that so-called conservation and community groups
would be against this development,
when what I am proposing should
set an example to Australia on how
to build sensitively and efficiently
in the bush while protecting and
enhancing the environmental and
landscape value of the land.”
Moving forward
Not being an original objector to
the proposal Warrandyte Community Association is unable to lodge
a direct case at VCAT.
However — as we go to press — we
learn that it is considering whether
as an “Affected Person”, it will apply
to VCAT for leave under Section 82B
of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 to apply for a review of Nillumbik Council’s decision.
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Green wedge worries
Planning application raises concerns for future of Green Wedge
Dear Diary,
I was very concerned to read
that Nillumbik Council issued
a Determination to grant planning
permission for a dwelling on Lot 2
Pigeon Bank Road.
The land is nearby and similar to
Koornung, an area of great importance threatened with subdivision
but saved for the community and
added to the State Park in 1980
through the efforts of the Warrandyte Environment League.
This recent Determination sets
a worrying precedent which
warrants urgent community discussion and response because of
the potential impact on the ‘Green
Wedge’.
It is a bad decision for the following reasons:
Such developments, and this one
in particular, will erode the Green
Wedge.
“Green Wedges are a community
asset of incalculable value to the
people of greater Melbourne. A
Hamer Government legacy, they
are non-urban zones with uses including recreation, landscape protection, resource utilisation, farming, flora and fauna conservation.
They are Melbourne’s breathing
spaces and for future as well as
present generations. They were
designed to separate the urban
development along transport corridors, to protect catchments of
our creeks and rivers and to link
the city with the country, and with
a more distant green belt of state
forests and national parks.” *
The proposed development is contrary to the Purpose of planning
zone. It is part of an old subdivision, with an area of 5.3 hectares.
This is smaller than the current
minimum area of eight hectares,

Your Say
and therefore the impact of the
development is disproportionally
severe.
While there have been some developments on small lots in this
zoning over the last decade, most
were on open land. This is heavily
treed, steep and close to the Yarra.
The development will destroy the
landscape. Houses on the top of
ridges are highly visible and while
the resident gets great 360 degree
views, the whole community has
their landscape view ruined. Good
planning recommends against
houses on ridgelines.
The proposal will require the
destruction of at least 18% of the
native vegetation on the ridge line
and access road, a total of 746 or
more indigenous trees. The area to
be cleared is equivalent to a small
football field.
Loss of trees and flora means the
loss of fauna as animals on the
property will lose 18% or more of
their feeding plants, roosting sites
and protection. Other animals
also use the property. For example, there are Wedge Tail Eagles
and Powerful Owls living in North
Warrandyte. Losing habitat, such
as this, inevitably means losing
such magnificent species, as they
require large undisturbed areas for
feeding.
The block is floristically unique
containing four distinct plant communities. Plants species include
orchids and other indigenous wildflowers.
The proposed disturbance of the
creek on the property, which is a

tributary of the Yarra River, will
endanger the Yarra, and its water
quality and river life, which includes platypus.
The inaccessibility of the house
makes it a significant fire risk to
the residents, and to those who
may try to save their lives in the
event of a bushfire. The report of
the Royal Commission into the
2011 Bush Fires, recommended
against housing in such inaccessible areas.
I am very concerned at the precedent that this decision makes. It is
bad planning and indicates lack of
“good governance” on behalf of the
Council.

I am very concerned
at the precedent that
this decision makes. It
is bad planning and
indicates lack of “good
governance” on behalf
of the Council.
For over a decade Nillumbik councillors have followed environmental advice from the highly skilled
and professional Council officers
regarding sensitive rural conservation zone areas. In this case Council rejected the well-researched
and comprehensive technical and
planning advice from the officers,
evidently favouring reports provided by the applicant.
I believe that living in areas such

as North Warrandyte is a privilege
and that we should protect the
land for our grand-children’s generation and others who will live
here, or visit, or otherwise depend
on the maintenance of the Green
Wedge in the future. Residents,
Council and State Government
have a key role in ensuring this
protection.
I urge all who read this letter and
share my concerns to contact your
local Nillumbik councillors, State
member and Minister for Planning
to lobby for a reversal and ensure
that in all future Council decisions,
the Green Wedge is protected appropriately.
Jan Davies,
North Warrandyte
* Green Wedges Coalition. A vision
for Melbourne. November 2007. The
Green Wedges Charter.

CLYDE & OCKER

Development seems to be coming to
Warrandyte, Ock and the Diary wants to
know what Warrandytians think?
I’ll write a letter to the editor, Clyde.

Over 74,000 reasons to
support our local market
Do you know that all profits are given back to the community?
In the last year that was over $74,000.

When you visit or shop at the market you are directly helping our
community groups, schools and events to really shine.
Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale
Lions Club of Warrandyte
CFA Warrandyte Brigades
Warrandyte Community Church
Warrandyte Community Association
Warrandyte Kindergarten
Warrandyte Primary all weather track
Andersons Creek Primary outdoor L&L
Warrandyte Sporting Group scoreboard
Warrandyte High end-of-year awards
Warrandyte Primary end-of-year awards
Andersons Creek Primary end-of-year awards
Variety Children’s Charity bash
Pottery Expo INCA award
2 individuals requiring assistance

$ 17,030
$ 10,000
$ 6,293
$ 12,500
$ 5,000
$ 3,000
$ 4,000
$ 4,000
$ 5,000
$ 1,000
$ 1,000
$ 1,000
$ 1,000
$
500
$ 2,795

See you the first Saturday of the month 8am-1pm
Just 35 minutes from Melbourne CBD.
Contact: 0474 656 637 or 9844 4100
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NBN plans move forward
Implementation scheduled for 2018

By DAVID HOGG

IN MARCH, NBN Co published a new
“check your address” page on their
website, it is now possible to get
details regarding what type of NBN
you are entitled to and when you can
expect it to be available.
Based on current information —
and using the “check your address”
page — NBN will be implemented
in Warrandyte and the surrounding
area using a mixture of technologies.
The Diary tried to obtain an official
map of the area, showing the different technologies and locations of
nodes but was unable to do so.
Jill Bottrall, Corporate Affairs Manager at NBN Co, told the Diary: “It is
too early to provide this information
as the technologies shown on the
website reflect current thinking but
may change as more detailed design
work takes place”.
Our own research shows that for
over 95% of Warrandyte addresses,
a particular technology and date has
been earmarked.
Fibre-to-the-Node (FTTN) is scheduled for areas around Valias Street,
Glynns Road, most points up and off
Kangaroo Ground, Stiggant Street,
Ringwood Road, South Warrandyte
and Wonga Park; this involves
placement of cabinets (nodes) in the
street for which planning permission
is not required.

Fibre-to-the-Curb (FTTC) is scheduled for the Warrandyte end of Research Road, most of the township,
the area around West End and Wonga
Park centre; this involves equipment
in existing pits underground.
Fibre-to-the-Premises (FTTP) is
scheduled for a small area around
the junction of Research Road and
Stony Creek Road; this involves laying fibre right up to the residence, a
strange choice in such terrain.
Fixed Wireless is scheduled for
the middle part of Jumping Creek
Road; this involves a wireless tower
to be built somewhere and a rooftop
antenna on each building.
As reported in September 2015, a
landowner was approached when
the site was earmarked for Haslams
Track, but Manningham council now
advise that the tower may be located
in Nillumbik; NBN Co will need to
obtain planning permission for this.
NBN Co are forecasting that NBN
will be available sometime in 2018
for most of these technologies; fixed
wireless will not be available until
the end of 2020.
The NBN, through its retailers,
will provide reliable and faster data
services with speeds up to 12Mbit/
sec and a telephone service which
includes landline calls for around
$50 per month (100GB data limit per
month), with options to pay more for

more data or a faster connection.
Residents and businesses can now
check their address at the NBN Co
website, but should be aware that
what is shown might change as the
design continues.
NBN advises that existing internet
services will be switched off once
the rollout is complete.

For more information
and to check your
address:
www.nbnco.com.au

New branch manager for Warrandyte
By DEANNE DIXON

WARRANDYTE Community Bank
Branch welcomes Cheryl Meikle as
its new branch manager.
A part of the Warrandyte Community Bank Branch team for two and
a half years she is a familiar face
around town.
She is very passionate about our
community and how it ties in perfectly with Bendigo Bank’s community-style of banking.
Ms Meikle has worked in banking
and finance for over 30 years —
including retail banking; corporate
and institutional banking; business
banking; government and private
enterprise.
Ms Meikle said she was excited to
get down to work in her new role and
supporting the local community to
be bigger and better.
“I am just thrilled to be working in
a branch that gives so much back to
its community,” she said.
“My passion for Warrandyte Community Bank and its principles,
products and customers is why I
come to work every day.
To be part of a great community
and to be surrounded by enthusiastic and customer focussed work
colleagues is fantastic.

We understand community objectives and work towards building
long-term sustainability,” she added.
Bendigo bank has contributed
more than $165 million to communities across Australia, and locally our
Warrandyte branch has contributed
$2.4 million to a vast range of groups
and projects.
Ms Meikle is committed to the
bank’s unique approach as it generates value and prosperity for all.
“You can make a difference to
your community simply by banking
locally,” she said.
“Whether it’s a home loan, personal loan, credit card, investment,
insurance, financial planning or
business solution we have the relevant product for your needs — the
more support we can get from our
customers and wider community,
the more money we can distribute to
these worthwhile causes,” she said.
Ms Meikle loves sharing her passion for the community banking
model and seeing the good that
comes from customers banking
locally.
To meet Cheryl Meikle and find out
more, drop into the branch at 144
Yarra St, Warrandyte.
She can also be contacted directly
on mobile: 0411 829 387.

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Can you spot a platypus?
By SANDI MILLER

AUTUMN is a great time to set up a
blanket by the Yarra at dawn or dusk
with a thermos of tea and gaze out at
the water — and now we have found
the best excuse ever to do just that.
Melbourne Water is calling on
citizen scientists to help spot the
elusive platypus.
With the sustained drought over
the first ten years of this century,
platypus were struggling, however
researchers are hopeful that the
monotreme’s population is on the
rise again.
Jean-Michel Benier from Melbourne Water told the Diary that the
Yarra tends to be a refuge to platypus
in times of environmental stress —
such as drought, flood or bushfire.
“When conditions are good we see
more platypus in tributaries, such as
the Diamond Creek, Mullum Mullum,
and even one recently sighted in
Darebin Creek for the first time in 10
years,” he said.
Research partner and wildlife
ecologist Josh Griffiths from Cesar
Australia said that the Yarra is
immensely important for platypus
populations.
“Mullum Mullum creek is actually
one of the creeks that didn’t show
a decline during the drought, even
though it is quite a small creek,
because it is still connected to the
Yarra and there is a relatively healthy
population in the Yarra — we think
the animals keep coming in and out.
“That deeper water of the Yarra
provided a bit of a buffer against
the drought, so when a lot of these
creeks dried up the animals moved
into the Yarra, and as the water
comes back, they move back into
those little creeks — so you know the
Yarra river is incredibly important
for these animals”, said Mr Griggiths.
The research team are pleased
that, since the end of the drought,
platypus numbers are beginning
to increase due to increased water
availability and the continuing work
of cleaning up the environment.

Wallaby
caught redhanded
WARANDYTIAN Jacqui Ward
has had a close encounter
with the local wildlife.
“We recently discovered
that we have been ‘sharing’
our tomatoes with one of our
local wallabies (we have also
seen him drinking out of the
bird bath!).
“We’d been blaming the
possums for the half-eaten
tomatoes we were finding,
but now we know the truth!
“We feel honoured to have
shared our food with the
local wildlife.” she said.

“There is more water around which
means better conditions generally,
and there has also been a number
of habitat improvement works happening, Melbourne Water, as well as
a lot of community groups, do things
like weed removal and revegetation,
remove litter out of creeks, stabilise
banks — create better habitat for
them to live in,” said Mr Griffiths.
Melbourne Water have partnered
with Cesar to study the health of
platypus populations and they need
your help.
They have released a website and
a smartphone app to collect data
on wild platypus populations in the
Yarra River and across the rest of
the country.
“We would love for people to contribute their observations of platypus to our PlatypusSPOT program,”
said Mr Bernier.
The PlatypusSPOT website and
smartphone app allows users to
upload photos and descriptions of
platypus seen in the wild.
“These observations help us to
monitor the location and abundance
of platypus across Melbourne,” he
said.
How to spot a platypus.
Josh Griffiths says spotting platypus in the river can be very difficult.
“Even for myself, who has seen
hundreds of them, they can be
difficult to see, because they live in
the water and they have a very low
profile in the water — they don’t
stick up like a duck,” he said.
Platypus are most often active at
night, so platypus are best spotted
at dawn and dusk.
“Look out for some ripples in the
water to suggest there is something
there, then there is the fur and the
low profile to distinguish it from a
duck — the thing they get confused
with quite a bit is our native water
rat (rakali), and they can look very
similar in the water — so look for the
distinctive bill of the platypus or the
nice rounded tail, Mr Griffith said.

Jean-Michel Benier suggests the
main ingredients for spotting platypus: “Patience and luck!”.
“It is best to sit in one place for
about 20 minutes and observe any
bubbles and ripples on the surface of
the water — Platypus will generally
dive for around 30 seconds then float
at the surface to consume their food
for around 10 seconds,” he said.
The PlatypusSPOT app contains
more tips and photographs that
can also help distinguish between a
platypus and rakali.
How to help the platypus
“Platypus need deep water, so the
less water that we use the more that
can go back into the environment,
even though the drought is finished
it is really important that people are
still really water conscious,” said Mr
Griffiths
At an individual level there are
several ways to help the platypus.
“Platypus often get tangled in litter,
fishing lines, or anything that forms
an enclosed loop like a rubber band.
“Keep an eye on dogs around the
waterway — at this time of the year
when there are juvenile platypus
starting to come out of the burrows,

Hi–tech solutions
As well as using traditional methods, or citizen science projects like
PlatypusSPOT, researchers are using
increasingly hi-tech, non-invasive,
methods to monitor platypus populations.
“We are now also using a new
technique called environmental DNA
(eDNA), which allows us to take a
sample of water from a location
and search for DNA markers that
are unique to platypus — using
this method, we can tell if platypus
have been in the water at a given
location,” said Mr Benier.
“We can go out and take a water
sample and actually look for genetic
traces in the water and identify platypus as well as other species in the
water – it’s a lot more efficient than
going out doing trapping all night
and they are quite sensitive and cost
effective, so that is providing another avenue where we can monitor the
populations”, added Mr Griffiths.
PlatypusSPOT.org
The PlatypusSpot App is
available from the Apple
Store or Google Play

Fire danger period over
By JAMES POYNER

THE CFA has declared the fire danger
period has ended for
Region 13 and 14,
this includes Nillumbik, Manningham,
Maroondah, and Yarra Ranges Council areas.
CFA Operations Manager Dave
Renkin urges people to remember to
adhere to local council regulations,
and to register their burn-offs.
“Calls to unregistered burn-offs
take volunteer firefighters away from
workplaces, families and potentially
genuine emergencies,” he said.
Given other areas of the state still
have fire restrictions in place, taking
the necessary precautions when
planning to burn-off will allow the
fire authorities to react efficiently

Art Exhibition & Sale
April 22-23
Opening Night Gala
7pm April 21

‘supporting the artistic community’

they are a bit naïve, they get taken
by dogs and foxes, he said.
Of major concern are opera house
nets, which are used to catch yabbies and crayfish:
“Unfortunately they are illegal in
public waters but they are still used
very regularly — I think a lot of
people aren’t aware that they pose
a risk to platypus and water rats and
to turtles that go in those nets and
drown very quickly.
“The nets get thrown into the water
and they are fully submerged and a
platypus can only hold its breath for
a couple of minutes, they go in there
chasing the yabbies that go in there,
so they [the traps] basically become
a baited trap for platypus – they are
still very widely available and I think
a lot of people just aren’t aware of
the dangers they pose,” he said.

Oak Hall, 213 Wonga Road, Warranwood
Enquiries 0419 371 273, 0419 009 129
www.warranwoodartshow.com.au

to all fire calls.
“If you haven’t registered your
burn you can expect some disgruntled fireys arriving at your property
asking you to ‘please explain’,” Mr
Renkin said.
To keep your burn off safe and legal:
• Check fire restrictions in your area
and always register your burn.
• Check and monitor weather conditions — particularly wind.
• Warn your neighbours beforehand
that there will be smoke in the air.
• Stay in attendance the whole time
your burn is going.
• Have sufficient equipment and
water to stop the fire spreading.
Landowners can register their
burn-off with the Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) by calling 1800 668 511 or
emailing burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au

Operation Silk
DURING February 2017, Banyule
police conducted an operation
targeting offenders suspected of involvement in a series of burglaries,
theft of motor vehicles and theft
from motor vehicles in Banyule
and Nillumbik
This operation resulted in 19 people being arrested and processed
for a variety of criminal offences.
Offenders target high value vehicles and ‘patrol ‘residential areas
in search for cars.
These offences are committed at
all hours of the day and night.
During the day offenders look for
addresses where garages are open
and residents may be home with
doors to houses unlocked.
Offenders will then go to the vehicles in the garages often locating
keys in the ignition and take the
vehicle.
If the keys are not in the car, the
offenders enter the house through
unlocked doors, and generally
take the keys from hall tables or
key hooks in kitchens and take
the cars.
In the evenings they gain entry
to the house via unlocked doors or
windows, or they will force entry
and again take vehicle keys from
common storage locations.
In many cases when forcing entry
offenders use tools or equipment
they locate at the victim’s address.
Similarly, with Theft from Motor
vehicles, offenders target tradesmen’s vehicles left on the street or
in dark driveways.
All too often these vehicles and
their tool boxes are left unlocked.
To avoid becoming a victim,
police recommend the following:
• Lock doors even when at home —
unlocked side and rear doors are
the most common entry points
for offenders
• Install and/use quality deadlocks
on external doors and windows
• Keep valuables such as jewellery,
portable music devices, phones,
etc out of plain sight and in a
secure place
• Lock all vehicles, even in a locked
garage, and store vehicle keys in
a secure place out of sight
• Secure all garden tools and any
equipment which can be used to
force entry to your property in a
locked garage or shed.
• Tradesman should avoid leaving
trade vehicles and trailers on the
street and where possible have
their storage location covered by
a sensor light
• Be vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour to police immediately by calling 000
During April 2017, Operation Silk
will be conducted in the Nillumbik
area targeting burglary and associated offences.
Police are seeking the assistance
from the community to take appropriate action as described to minimize opportunities for offenders.

Don’t miss these exciting extras at Warranwood Art Show
April 21, 7pm Opening Night Gala** prize winners awarded by
Independent Judge, Montsalvat’s Jeannette Davison, tickets $20
April 22, 4-6pm Art&Wine with Cello*
local Rob Dolan Wines available by the glass
April 22 & 23, 10am-4pm Weekend Art Exhibition*
- Artist demonstrations by 2017 Feature Artist Jenny Scholes
and botanical award-winning artist Janette Bird
- Artworks galore, wide range of mediums paintings, drawings,
sculpture, ceramics, photo/digital art, textile art, jewellery & more.
- Raffle of beautiful watercolour, Jabiru by Nadine Dudek
- Acorn Cafe - open 10am on 22 & 23 April, espresso coffee,
home baked treats, light lunches
- Family friendly - Spotto fun and fenced garden for children
*Entry by donation on weekend, April 22 & 23 (10am-6pm Sat, 10-4 Sun).
**$20 tickets (cash at the door) to Opening Gala Fri-21-April, includes a glass of
wine, live music, finger foods. Online tickets include prize draw, see the website
for more details (Gala online tickets $21.89).at www.warranwoodartshow.com.au
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Your say

Letters to the Diary including emails must include the
writer’s full name, address and phone number, even if
not intended for publication. Letters may be edited for
reasons of style, length or legality. Letters to be emailed
to: editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Horsetrail concerns for Gold Memorial Road
Dear Diary
Re: “Path Works Planned for Gold
Memorial Road” (March Diary)
The Manningham City Council
is continuing to waste rate-payers
money by building another section
of the proposed horse trail along
Gold Memorial Road. There were
many objections to the plan at the
time. Andersons Creek Landcare
Group (ACCA) took its objection
to VCAT but unfortunately lost the
case.
Two years ago the council built
a bridge to nowhere over Sailors
Creek. This has never been used
and is slowly deteriorating. Now
they are building another section.
When do they plan to actually finish
the trail? By then, going on trend,
there will be no horses using Gold
Memorial Road.
This horse trail is based on a very
outdated “Manningham Horse Riding Strategy” published in 2002. A
lot has changed since then.
Horse riding patterns have altered.
In 2002 there were many horses on
the roads around Warrandyte, and
a horse trail along Gold Memorial
Road. Now there are very few horses
on the road. Instead they are ridden
at pony clubs and on ménages.
The old horse trail has become
overgrown and in parts have disappeared due to lack of use.
Today, there is a lot more traffic
on Gold Memorial Road. The huge

increase in the last year is due to
Google Maps suggesting it as a way
of bypassing Warrandyte. So instead
of being a quiet little dirt track it has
become a rat run, and a rough one
at that. Many cyclists and walkers
also use the road.
According to Monash University
Traffic Research the best way to deal
with multi use roads such as Gold
Memorial Road. is to use “traffic
calming” methods such as those
used on Oban Road, like speed cushions and humps. This is the trend in
many European cities. Traffic calming reduces driver speed and makes
the road safer for all users.
Those of us who walk along Gold
Memorial Road. or any other street
in Warrandyte that hasn’t a footpath
will agree with the Monash University study that states “the presence
of other road users such as pedestrians and cyclists on the roadside
has been found to have little effect
on driver speed.”
The way the plan stands, horse
riders will have to cross the road
twice. This means that the horse and
rider will be very vulnerable to cars
at these points.
The other concerns are in regard
to the special environment of Gold
Memorial Road. According to the
plan part of the trail will go through
a section of regionally significant
remnant vegetation with the possible destruction of some rare and

McMansion woes

endangered species.
This is contrary to ‘Manningham’s
Roadside Environmental Strategy’
which says “consider relocating
existing horse trails from High Significance roadsides ……. Unless indigenous vegetation on roadsides is
proactively managed over time it will
degrade and decline due to direct
and indirect human disturbance. It is
much more cost effective to protect”
One 82 metre long section of the
trail is quite close to the Creek. The
work here will include building a
retaining wall and a bituminised
surface on a steep slope. This area
has been revegetated by Andersons
Creek Landcare Group (ACCA). This
vegetation has stabilised the slope.
A path here will destroy a significant amount of that vegetation. We
believe Council has underestimated
the native vegetation removal, stating it to be 104m2. Our estimation
is 205m2.
ACCA believes that if Council
had looked at future traffic trends,
considered traffic research and consulted with the road users including
the residents, they may have come
up with a far different plan, one that
did make the road safer for all users.
Robyn Gillespie
President
Andersons Creek Catchment Area
Landcare Group (ACCA)

Willows of Warrandyte
Dear Diary
The proposal of Melbourne Water
to rid the Yarra banks of “woody
weeds” is most welcome.
Welcome that is, except for one of
those “weeds”.
Twenty or so years ago our river
was cleared of willows — afterwards
an official person from whatever
body was then in charge declared
it was done “for the protection of
canoeists”, Hutu that they hadn’t
foreseen the consequences quite
adequately.
Right.
The next few months were some of
the wettest I’d recalled in my then
fifty or so years in our dear town.
The erosion along the banks was
horrendous.
Thus now, instead of a sweetly
sloping pebbled “beach” at the end
of the row of rocks making those
rapids which are roughly opposite
the bus-stop, toilets’ war memorial
and FolkArt area, we now have large
cut-edgy chunky boulders which
look as though they came from the
very bottom of the quarry and will
take a few thousand years to soften
into soft Warrandyte colours.
The steep bank west of the bridge

has never quite recovered.
Some of us were appalled and
saddened by the sudden loss of
such cornerstones of childhood
and adolescent play - gone was the
“swing tree” from which a rope had
hung for diving; gone the long low
boughs where we could sit, trailing
our feet in the cool water, or later,
in youthful love, sit hand-in-hand
watching those canoes and kayaks
dip and pass in the swift channels
that make for a quick avoidance of
the rapids.
Gone was the graceful backdrop
to so many beautiful pictures taken
by both professional and amateur
photographers over decades.
And those of us who had canoes or,
more commonly, inflatable rubber
dinghies back in the fifties, knew
every such sweep and channel of
every set of rapids from the Tills
Drive billabong to Pound Bend.
And yes of course, they were moderately dangerous if you didn’t know
that part of the river.
In his book “Heaven’s Breath - A
Natural History of the Wind”, botanist, biologist, and anthropologist
Lyell Watson somewhere makes an
observation to the effect that indi-

geneity is a moveable feast.
He also says that any plant may
become a weed if it takes over a
previously diverse habitat, the way
ti-tree often does after bushfires.
Shocked by Melbourne Water’s
announcement, I recently did a
quick ‘anecdotal’ survey over two
afternoons.
Of the eleven or so groups/couples
and five individuals whom I consulted, only one person said they didn’t
care one way or the other.
For ever yone else the gently
sweeping willows are an integral
part of the beauty that makes the
river-side walk so attractive.
From just above the bridge down
to Stiggants there are no willows
presenting a danger to canoeists, as
far as I can see.
What do other people think?
But one of the joys I haven’t mentioned is the sheer beauty of the
willows as they have grown back not in the middle of the river
Yvonne Lynton Reid,
Banning Road
North Warrandyte.

Dog collar snag risk
Dear Diary
When I walk my dog along the river
I always make sure to remove his collar before letting him into the water.
However, I regularly see dogs swimming with their collars on.
I am concerned that these dogs
could get caught on a snag.

Ask yourself, could you get out to
your pet in time if it was caught?
Remember that most snags are
below the surface of the river.
Brian Dungey
North Ringwood

online

Dear Diary
We have enjoyed living in the green
wedge for 30 years.
Over that time we have seen people move into the area because of
their love of the landscape and their
desire to preserve such a special
place for future generations.
Unfortunately, we have also seen
a different type of person appear.
One who buys the land to wait
and see what can be done to either
sub-divide or build a mac-mansion,
completely out of touch with the
landscape and the flora and fauna.
Parking for x number of cars and
large areas of concrete do not fit in
with the green wedge. We have such
a situation next to us in Husseys
Lane.
The original permit was granted to
the previous owners who promptly
sold it for a large price.
It has a very large house already
there and a proposal for an Amendment to a Planning Permit to build a
three-storey house next to it.
The new house has parking for
eight cars in the basement, plus
other amenities.
What happens when the time
comes for the owner of one of the

houses to move on?
The most obvious scenario is for a
request for sub-division.
Unfortunately, where the house
is to be built is also the route of
kangaroos and wallabies who travel
between pastures.
We have reported a number of
these animals who have been killed
on the roads nearby as their access
has been cut off.
We have a wonderful band of
people in Warrandyte who are
dedicated to preserving the natural
environment.
As I walk along beside the Yarra
river I speak to people who travel
from all over Melbourne (and also
overseas visitors) and they are
very complementary about what a
special place Warrandyte is.
Manningham Council has two very
dedicated Environmental Officers
who clearly love their work and do
a wonderful job, but we need help
to keep the green wedge from being
nibbled away.
Gay Stagoll
Husseys Lane,
Warrandyte

Keeping it local
Dear Diary
Re: current civic street works adjacent to Folkart
To say: “the native landscape is
what gives Warrandyte its much
loved character” is an understatement.
To say: “it is the use of local stone
in utilities such as retaining walls,
paths and stairs that joins our built
landscape to the natural environments” is a statement of fact.
In our estimation it is a profound
loss to Warrandyte’s civic landscape
and an indictment of Manningham
Council and VicRoads engineering
that they persist in mismanaging our
civic streetscape including the use
of: sawn bluestone curbing (origin
China) now common in numerous
locations; sawn square slate outside our community centre (most

typically from India, often using
child labour); fake stone tiles on
the Yarra St original shopping strip
(origin China).
Much of this work is sub-standard
and failing.
Added to this we are seeing excessive use of concrete.
Council & Vic Roads have got rocks
in their heads if they can’t observe
and respect these simple tenets of
our local civic landscape.
We should act on this before our
Yarra St ends up looking like Main
Rd, Eltham: concrete galore is ugly
and environmentally damaging.
James Charlwood
& Jamie McAuley
Stonemasons
(Heritage not Landscape)
Warrandyte

Green festival?
Dear Diary,
It was another wonderful festival
weekend in Warrandyte.
It’s a joy to see so many locals in
one place together.
We are a special bunch in a special
place.
The festival, run by passionate
and dedicated people, is a beautiful
institution that I would like to see
continue but as an institution it can
sometimes be slow to evolve with
the times.
Isn’t it time that the festival is a carbon neutral or even positive event?
Let’s see biodiesel or solar powering our event and more conscious
use of energy by stallholders.
What about an energy audit?
Can we have a compostable only
food container policy or a communal
crockery system like at the Sustain-

able Living Festival?
How about we encourage the selling of healthier foods?
To raise money for a school selling
a dozen forms of sugar and little
else to the current generation who
have a predicted 50% obesity rate
is working against our community’s
best interests.
We want to bring up a wise and
healthy generation in a clean green
technologically appropriate environment.
I’d like to see our community’s premier event more closely align itself
with solutions to the issues facing
us and ensure we aren’t adding to
the problems.
Dean Greguric
Harris Gully Road
Warrandyte

Hypnotherapy & Healing
Are you stuck? Confused? Needing to find direction?
Caught up in compulsive or addictive patterns? Need to quit
smoking? Or to lose weight? Depressed, anxious, & wanting
change? Needing change but unsure how to proceed?

Hypnotherapy is a safe & effective way
to find the future you want.
Malcolm Dart | Dip Clinical Hypnotherapy, Member AHA
Ph 0412 041 402 | LiveYourLightHypnotherapy.com.au
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Whimsical wares in Warrandyte

Turning trash into treasure
By DEBI SLINGER

SUZANNE Reid’s favourite appliance
isn’t her microwave or television –
it’s her sander and these days it’s
been working overtime bringing life
back to old furniture.
As a lover of all things ‘whimsical’,
Suzanne enjoys nothing more than
finding discarded treasure and
giving it a new life with some TLC,
sanding or Danish oil.
She has a natural talent for looking
at what some might call rubbish and
see it in a new light with a varnish,
a polish or lick of paint and turn it
into beautiful, useable piece for the
everyday home.
Originally Suzanne started putting
her creations on eBay as a hobby but
found her pieces were selling quickly
and were in high demand.
When a shop in Warrandyte became available she knew this was
her opportunity to expand her
designs and wares and share with
the community.
Her son Campbell also has a keen
eye for finding those distinctive
items as well as helping out in the
store after school or on weekends.
With four uncles, three of which
live on farms, she has a fabulous
source of stock from clearing sales
and estate auctions — plus her close
family are on board, finding the odd
gem at a garage sale or op shop and
passing it on for refurbishment.
Suzanne occasionally buys items
from the Rotary Op Shop, spends
some time sprucing it up and when
it sells, she donates 10% back to the
Op Shop.

Whimsical Treasures has been
cleverly set out with a theme of each
room in a home such as a dining
room, kids space, lounge and more.
This adds to the intimate ambience
that is inviting and intriguing with
little items sprinkled throughout
each theme.
Look out for the cute little knitted
bears, rabbits and pigs handmade
just for the store.
Suzanne can accept items from the
public that they’d like her to spruce
up such as a sideboard or table – as
long as they can fit in her front door.
She is also happy to accept donations that support her unique
vintage/retro /repurpose style.
You can find Whimsical Treasures
at the rear of 250 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Further information: 0418 825 653
or email suzanne@whimsicaltreasures.com.au

ACT GLOBALLY SHOP LOCALLY

Film explores global
climactic shift
By JILL DIXON

WE go from day to day, year to year, dealing
with our everyday issues.
We rarely get the opportunity to stand back
and look at the big picture of how we humans
are drastically changing our planet.
In the history of the planet, geologists tell us
we’re in what’s called the Holocene Epoch, a
period of stable and warmer climate following
the last ice age.
It’s also the period largely representative of
mankind’s existence on earth.
But scientists are now recognising that the
massive acceleration of change in the Earth’s
geology and ecosystems that’s occurred since
the Industrial Revolution, which tells us we
should be rethinking the naming of the era we
live in now.
They’re proposing that the earth has entered
a new geological epoch which they’ve named
the Anthropocene Epoch.
As distinct from the Holocene Epoch, the
Anthropocene defines the period as being
human-influenced, or anthropogenic, based
on overwhelming global evidence that atmospheric, geologic, hydrologic, biospheric and
other earth system processes have been and
are being altered by humans.
A Working Group of international scientists is
deciding whether to declare a new geological
epoch and have brought their thinking together
in Anthropocene, a US-made documentary - the
first on the topic - where group members tell

WARRANDYTE MANIPULATIVE
PHYSIOTHERAPY CENTRE

9844 1566

the story of the new epoch and argue whether
it’s a tragedy, a comedy, or something more
surreal.
With archival footage, award-winning stills
and interviews, Anthropocene proposes a
common secular narrative for mankind but
leaves viewers to decide how we should write
the ending.
Warrandyte CAN (Climate Action Now) is
bringing this 90-minute movie to town on Friday
April 28, at the Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House, 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte from
7.30pm, rear entrance.
All are welcome and entry is free.
Refreshments are served and a gold coin
donation is appreciated.
As Dr David Suzuki says, we’re living at a
remarkable moment in the earth’s history,
having altered the physical, biological and
chemical properties of the planet on a geological scale - and we’re doing it in a mere instant
of geological time.
Despite the gravity of predictions, the documentary suggests there is hope and transformation is possible.
Come along and decide for yourself how the
Anthropocene will end.
More details and links at
facebook.com/warrandytecan

Is hearing loss affecting your life?
Mumbled conversation? Can’t hear the TV or radio? Tinnitus?

We are all ears to help you!

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

to enjoy hearing your best again

Paul Gilling and Rebecca Van Der Jagt
2 Trezise Street Warrandyte Vic 3113
fax 9844 4090

Your Local Caring Audiologist

Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte
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Artist’s passion for colour on show
By BECKY THYSSEN

THIS month the Warranwood Art
Show celebrates its 14th consecutive year.
Past shows have attracted a diverse range of works from established Australian artists as well as
local and emerging artists.
This year is no exception and
boasts a prize pool of over $5,500
covering seven categories including
painting, sculpture, ceramics and
jewellery.
This year the Warranwood Art
Show features well-known local
multi-award winning artist Cherry
Manders.
Cherry’s work is widely admired
both at home and abroad and provides an insight into her passion for
colour and movement.
Her rural river environment and
the flowers from her rambling bushland garden in Warrandyte often
feature in her work.
Her use of natural light, including
in her studio, is reflected in her
vibrant canvases.

Painting
group
returns to
WMIAA
By PAT ANDERSON

DO you enjoy painting and drawing?
Would you like to be part of a
group that enjoys painting or drawing out of doors among the glorious
scenery around Warrandyte and
beyond?
Would you like to be inspired by
others in a group to try a different
medium or a new approach?
If the answer to any of these
questions is, ‘Yes’, then this group
is for you.
For several decades, up until three
years ago, well-known ‘plein air’
impressionist painter, Pauline Cross
co-ordinated such a group for the
Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute
and Arts Association (WMIAA).
The group met on a weekly basis,
painting locally, and even went ‘on
safari’ to various corners of Victoria.
They took part in art exhibitions
and held bargain art sales at the hall,
but when Pauline retired from this
role, the group fell apart.
Recently the association has
received several enquiries about
joining such a group so they have
recently re-formed with a mixture
of former members and new ones.
It was felt that fortnightly might
be more appropriate and Friday
morning seemed the day that suited
most people.
Being part of the Warrandyte
Mechanics’ Institute and Arts Association means that the group has
access to the hall for indoor painting
if the weather is inclement and as a
venue for exhibitions or sales.
An inaugural meeting will take
place on Friday March 31 at the hall.
If you would like more information, please call Pat Anderson on
9844 3442.

“widely admired both at
home and abroad”
She also has a passion for still life
studies often featuring pieces from
her Art Deco collection set into
complex compositions.
The Warranwood Art Show will be
held in the beautiful Oak Hall, 213
Wonga Road Warranwood on April
22 and 23.
Open from 10am to 6pm Saturday
and 10am to 4pm on Sunday.
Opening night is Friday April 21
from 7pm.
To compliment the exhibition
there will be live sessional music
and light meals will be available
from the Acorn Café.
For tickets and more
information:
warranwoodartshow.
com.au

Anderson’s Creek Primary School Open Day/Evening
2018 Prep Tours (Foundation) Information Session
At Anderson’s Creek
Primary School, we are
extremely proud of the
quality programs
delivered by our caring,
dedicated and
compassionate teachers.
We pride ourselves on
developing positive
relationships with
students, parents and
the wider community.
Our school values of
Responsibility, Respect,
Honesty & Optimism
underpin all we do at
A.C.P.S.

We invite you to find out about our curriculum programs, including our transition
program which commences in Term 2 with Story-time.
Our transition program continues in Term 3 with our “Bridges Program” which
involves teachers from across the school. During the Bridges Program, children
will be involved in curriculum programs such as Music, Physical Education,
Science, Computers and Art. The final transition program in Term 4 will be for all
enrolled Prep (Foundation) students for 2018.
Our transition program ensures that your child has a terrific start to their schooling. The Open Day and Evening will also give you an opportunity to view our
attractive facilities.

Open Day
The entire school will be open for visitors from 9am – 12pm with tours at 10.00am
and in the evening at 6.00pm. Please contact the school on 9844 2757 to make
a booking.

website www.andersonscreekps.vic.edu.au

phone 9844 2757

Wednesday, May 23
At Anderson’s Creek Primary School
Drysdale Road, Warrandyte

EVENING TOUR

with the Principal 6.00pm – 6.30pm
Welcome School Tour
with Principal Sue Dyos
Performances in our theatre
6.30pm – 7pm
Information Presentation by 2017 Prep
Teachers 7pm – 8pm
For further information regarding the
school please visit our website.

email Andersons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Mud Brick, Music and Art
By JAMES POYNER

THE Warrandyte Diary is more than
just a collection of local writers,
penning the historical record.
The Diary also has a healthy selection of photographers and cartoonists who help bring our stories to life.
Bill McAuley, whose photographs
regularly feature on the Diar y’s
front page, is an award winning
photographer with over 40 years of
experience.
He has worked as photographer for
newspapers including the Herald Sun
and The Australian, and worked in
cities right across Australia.
In 1978, while working for The Valley Voice, an independent newspaper
in Eltham, mud brick mania was
gripping the area; architects such
as Alistair Knox and Robert Marshall
were leading the charge and building
their beautiful “muddies” throughout the Diamond Valley.
Mud brick makers, pavers, labourers and carpenters, these distinctive artisan craftsmen with their
trademark leather hats provided Mr
McAuley with some amazing subject
matter to photograph.
The area was also a creative hotbed for art and music, from Montsalvat to Cottlesbridge, and St Andrews;
Photos: BILL MCCAULEY

Cocoa Moon Cafe
166 Yarra Street
Warrandyte
Ph: 9844 5081

WARRANDYTE

WARRANDYTE

potters, painters, silversmiths, and
musicians formed an eclectic creative community in the Diamond
Valley, and Bill McAuley was there
taking photographs and making
friends.
“The Diamond Valley is a beautiful
place to which creative people are
attracted.
“For me, taking a creative picture
at Montsalvat or St Andrews is easy
because of the creative vibration in
the air,” he said.
With well-known local characters
such as Alistair Knox, Sebastian
Jorgensen, and Maura Naughton;
and day-to-day activities such as
blacksmithing, horse riding, and the
“hippy atmosphere of St Andrew’s
market” all beautifully composed
in black and white, the collection of
50 photos radiate the energy of this
bygone era.
Mr McAuley’s passion for photography shines through and there is
clearly a lot of love and connection
between the photographer and his
subjects.
Bill McAuley’s photographic essay
Mud Brick, Music and Art — Living
in The Diamond Valley 1970s – 1980s
is on display at the Barn Gallery,
Montsalvat April 25 – May 29.
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Dragonflies patrol Fourth Hill
SOMETHING was darting overhead
as we climbed up Warrandyte’s
Fourth Hill on a warm March afternoon.
It was too quick for my eyes, but
at last it came to rest on a twig, a
bright yellow and black dragonfly
that looked familiar to me.
A little further up the hill, a chalky
blue dragonfly cooperatively posed
on a bit of dead wood — now this
one I really should know — I have
certainly seen this blue body with
the dusty looking coating often
enough, but my memory for names
doesn’t seem to be improving with
age.
And on the way down the hill a
very handsome chestnut brown
dragonfly with yellow spots hung
down from a branch like a twig itself.
These dragonflies set my task for
the day: see what I could learn about
these large dragonflies that posed
for my photos on Fourth Hill.
Even the common names of these
insects spark the imagination: skimmers, darners, hawkers, emeralds
and emperors are just a few.
Dragonfly itself reflects their excellent inflight hunting skills.
All dragonflies spend the first part
of their lives as an egg and then a
larva/nymph in the water.
These larvae, mud-eyes to fishermen, are good bait for trout and are
voracious hunters of other aquatic
insects and even small fish.
They can move in the water
through jet propulsion, forcing water out of their anus under pressure.
Strangely to us, they also breathe
through their anuses.
The larva has no pupal stage and
when fully developed, crawls from
the water and attaches itself to an
exposed rock or plant.
The larval skin splits and the head
emerges first, then the thin abdomen
elongates as it is pulled from the
old skin.
This process can take three hours
until the dragonfly pumps up its

Blue skimmer (female)

Blue skimmer (male)

wings with insect blood.
A large number may emerge at the
same time so it is worth keeping an
eye out in late spring and summer.
After maturing, the male selects a
territory near where it emerged and
guards against other males while he
awaits a female.
Skimmers wait perched on low
twigs or plants whereas the darners
cruise their territory in flight.
What are these dragonflies on
Fourth Hill doing so far from water?
Reiner Richter, one of Victoria’s
dragonfly experts, has suggested
that “Mature males will hang around
breeding sites during the day and,
as the sun sets, they’ll perch somewhere higher up.
“Young males and females will go
some distance from water to hunt
and because hilltops are the first
and last place to get sun they may
be more likely to go there.”
Placing my photos on BowerBird
to record the sightings, I was quickly
reminded that the blue male was the
common blue skimmer; the bright
yellow and black was the same species but was a female or young male.
The chestnut brown dragonfly is
the unicorn darner.
True to its name, the female of this
species has a single minute horn
behind its eyes.
A look at Reiner’s excellent photo
(link below) shows this.
Praying mantises prey in
my garden
A white wing dropping alerted me
that a camouflaged green mantis
had caught and devoured a cabbage
white butterfly.
This same day both a green and
brown mantises had been seen on
the deck.
A week earlier a green one had
also posed while devouring a striped
bee fly.
While the cabbage white is very
destructive of garden veggies, the
bee flies, I have learned, are parasitic

on solitary native bees so mantids
are welcome in my garden.
These are the false garden mantis
and they adopt the colour of the
plants they grow up on.
April starts early winter in the
Middle Yarra Timelines Calendar
March has felt like summer but
hoped-for April rains will bring
greenhood orchids with earliest
leaves just now pushing up through
the litter.
Also frogs will be heard. Perhaps
you would like to help out in the
search for some rare ones in our area
such as the southern toadlet.
Photo of female unicorn
darner http://photos.rnr.
id.au/2016/04/15/dragonfly_Austroaeschna_
unicornis_f_Aberfeldy160415-2480.jpg
Identification of dragonflies:
http://rnr.id.au/cgi-bin/species/
odonata
Photos of false garden mantis:
www.bowerbird.org.au/observations/84118
Link for frog survey:
www.melbournewater.com.au/frogcensus
Link for southern toadlet:
https://frogs.org.au/frogs/species/
Pseudophryne/semimarmorata

Unicorn dana
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Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

You’re Invited.
Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea and Women in
Business forum.
Guests

When
Where
Cost
RSVP

Emma Race - Producer and Host, The Outer Sanctum
Bambi Gordon - Chief Marketer, The Woo
Vicki Adams - Financial Planning Manager, Saward Dawson Wealth Advisers
Wednesday 24 May - arrive 9.30am for 10am start. Concludes at 11.30am
Altair Restaurant - 152 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
$20 - all profit going to the Cancer Council
Wednesday 17 May to Dee Dickson on 0414 505 533 or email
community@warrandytecb.com.au

We look forward to seeing you there.

bendigobank.com.au
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit
Licence 237879. S55762-2 (348100_v7) (24/03/2017)

Sewer Connections • Gas Fitting
Hot Water Services • Complete Bathrooms
Mini Excavator Hire • Drainage
Roofing (all aspects) • Maintenance

Servicing the Warrandyte community
for over 45 years
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How soon is “Generation Electric”?

the green edge
By DEAN GREGURIC
& REV-BECCA LEE

EXCITING advancements in Electric Vehicles (EV’s) in recent years
are bringing powerful, practical
and attractive electric cars to our
shores, which require minimal
maintenance and have low ongoing
costs.
The biggest benefit over internal
combustion engines is they can be
run on renewable energy, helping
us transition towards a lower carbon economy.
A recent Bloomberg Report suggests that half of all vehicles on the
planet will be electric by 2040, yet
we think we can achieve a more
rapid transition than that in Australia.
Modern electric vehicles can
travel distances of 100 – 1000kms,
with longer range vehicles costing
more.
Most of us travel less than 50kms
per day — in 95% of cases anyway.
As well as being able to charge
at home while you sleep, public
charging stations are being fitted
all over the place, including some
fast-chargers which give 80%
charge in 20 minutes.
There is already an “electric superhighway” on the Hume between

By JIM POULTER

IN March each year the Warrandyte
Festival is celebrated.
This year was in fact the 165th
anniversary of the first recorded
Warrandyte Festival held in March
1852, this being the last ever great
Gaggip of the Kulin Nation.
As Warrandyte people well know,
the great Victorian gold rush began
here in April 1851.
At that time Simon Wonga was the
Headman of the Kulin Federation
and only a couple of months before
he had finally got the agreement
of the government to establish a
Reserve at Pound Bend.
His plan was to gain employment
with local settlers for groups of his
men and women, so that they could
develop the necessary farming
skills to succeed economically in
this new world. However, over
the latter half of 1851 the gold rush
showed that the livestock station
and produce far m that Wonga
envisaged, would now not be sustainable at Pound Bend.
Wonga therefore decided to hold
one last Gaggip and play all the
traditional games so that his people

By JO FRENCH

I SAT down to write the other day and nothing came
to mind.
I thought about tidying
my desk, and then, as a
cloud moved and the sun
shone a little brighter
through my window, I
caught a glimpse of a small
piece of coloured plastic in
the corner of the room.
Picking up the shiny,
black rectangle, I took a
deep breath and headed to
my son’s bedroom — I had
sat long enough.
Just one step in and I
noticed the vast spread of
Lego.
Do you know Lego? I
mean do you really know
it? Know it and feel it?

with the batteries being the most
expensive part.
Different cars will have their
own particular complexities with
the installation, there are two EV
Interest Groups in Melbourne who
have enthusiasts experienced in
this process.
Numerous countries worldwide
offer incentives for buying and
driving EV’s, but as yet Australia’s
federal government offers no financial incentives to encourage EV
ownership.
VicRoads do have a reduced
registration on hybrid and electric vehicles, but the EV industry
would like to see reduced import
tariffs or purchase grants offered,
to reduce the upfront cost for consumers.
At the Warrandyte Festival, a
young man approached us to chat
all things batteries and motors.
He has been working on a project
to build an electric skateboard,
and is knowledgeable, eager to
learn, and forward thinking; a shining Warrandytian star who fully
understands that our current fossil
fuel based transport technology is
just not viable.

To see youth excitedly playing
with the technology that will drive
us into the future was reassuring
and inspiring.
From an enthusiastic and engaged local high school student, to
the visionary Elon Musk, founder
of Tesla Motor Company, we are
beginning to see the light through
the clouds of exhaust fumes.
Imagine for a moment a world
where filling your car with energy
doesn’t require you to pull into
a service station or breathe the
harsh fumes of toxic ancient tree
juice of petrol/diesel.
A regular service requires little
more than changing the wiper
blades, there’s not even any messy
oil for you to check.
There is no exhaust at all from
your car, and the roads and freeways are quiet.
It’s even possible to visualise a
future where using your EV’s battery to store energy for later use is
the norm.
Picture driving your EV to work,
charging it from rooftop solar at
your workplace, driving home and
plugging it into the house to power
your appliances at dinnertime.

Reducing load on the grid at this
peak demand time is ideal, and the
grid can recharge your EV battery
(if required) overnight when demand and cost is lower.
When car manufacturers and
electricity distributors are able to
agree on safety standards for feeding power OUT of an EV and into a
household, so much will become
possible.
Positive change is happening at
an inspiring rate.
If you are tuned in to this wavelength, and we must step up our
rate of adoption of these sort of
clean technologies, so we can be
responsible guardians to foster a
healthier planet.
If not, then when we tell our kids
to clean their room, when will they
start retorting: “I will, when will
you stop polluting my planet”.
Unfortunately an electric car
wont help the traffic move faster,
you’ll have to get out of your car to
do that.. which has many benefits
of its own.
We drive a small efficient car
when necessary, and preferably
ride electric bikes, but that’s a topic to be investigated next month.

First Warrandyte Festival in 1852

Birrarung stories

corner of my eye

Melbourne and Sydney.
Tesla’s new Model 3 is leading
the charge, currently creating the
largest product launch in global
history.
This is an affordable electric car
which is bringing the world of electric motion closer to the masses.
400,000 individuals, globally, have
pre-ordered their very own Model
3, a car that hasn’t even finished
its design phase yet.
But there is no doubt that this
company has proven itself and is
going places, taking the inspired
world with it.
There are several other electric
cars available in Australia currently, including the Nissan Leaf from
$40k new — or as little as $25k
second-hand — and the BMW i3
from $64k.
The Mitsubishi Outlander is the
first plug-in hybrid SUV to the
market, offering over 50kms range
on the electric system before reverting to the internal combustion
engine.
The time-rich tinkerer can even
embark on converting their own
car to electric, at a minimum cost
of about $20k for 100kms range,

would have an opportunity to say
goodbye to their tribal life.
Toward the end of 1851 Wonga
despatched messengers to the
tribes around Port Phillip Bay,
saying that a Gaggip would take
place in March 1852.
On hearing this, Murrum, an
Elder who was a close friend of
my great-great-grandfather, John
Chivers, approached Wonga with
a suggestion.
He said that since the arrival of
white men a lot of young men had
lost their culture.
Many had drifted away to the urban fringes and lost themselves in
alcohol, violence and degradation.
Murrum had started to go down
such a path, but with the death of
Wonga’s father, Billibelleri, five
years before in 1846, he had redirected his life.
Murrum had taken his two sons
out of the Aboriginal Protector’s
school at Merri Creek and taken
them bush, to teach them to be
“real blackfellahs”.
Murrum then suggested to Wonga
that all the young men who had

kept their culture should be rewarded with formal initiation, so
they could then participate in the
Gaggip as adults.
Wonga readily agreed that it was
a good idea to be acted on straight
away.
November was the traditional
time for the adult initiation ceremonies for men, which was now.
However, the initiation site on
Dandenong Mountain was occupied
by settlers, so the ceremony would
have to be conducted at Ngeyelong,
now known as Hanging Rock.
Murrum was grateful for Wonga’s
agreement as Headman, but told
him there was a problem, he had
established a close friendship with
a local settler, John Chivers, whose
wife had died the previous year, so
whenever John was away carting
goods to other parts of the colony,
Murrum and his family looked after
John’s two sons, Willie and Tom.
Both these boys had learnt the
language and embraced the culture, but right now Murrum and
his wife were caring for Willie and
Tom, so he could not leave them

behind.
Wonga did not hesitate and told
Murrum that the future of their
people lay not only with Aboriginal
people embracing the economic
realities of the white man’s world,
but with white people embracing
the Aboriginal world, just as Willie,
Tom and their father had done.
Ultimately, Willie and Tom made
the trek to Hanging Rock and to my
knowledge are the only white boys
ever to attend a male initiation
ceremony in Victoria.
An old great-uncle in telling me
the story that had been told to him
by his father Tom, said cryptically
‘they sang all the way’.
I only realised many years later
this meant they had learnt the
‘Song to Hanging Rock’ encoding
the travel directions along the
Songlines they followed.
The half dozen boys whom Willie
nearly 12 and Tom aged seven had
accompanied returned home as
men with Mohawk style hairdos, ritual chest scarring and knowledge
of adult dances and body painting.
This included Murrum’s sons Bil-

ly, 17, the oldest and Ben, 10, the
youngest of the group.
They accordingly participated in
the 1852 Gaggip as fully fledged
adults.
John, Tom and Willie were invited guests and along with many
other curious settlers they attended
and watched the many different
events.
For the next fourteen days they
watched the daily and nightly
performances of all the traditional
games and dances.
Probably the most exciting of
these games the settlers witnessed
was the game of Aboriginal football
called Marngrook.
A hundred or more players were
often involved in these matches
which lasted about five hours.
The most memorable feature of
the game was the way in which Aboriginal men launched themselves
on the backs of others, to catch the
possum-skin ball in flight six feet
in the air.
And the AFL still refuses to believe Marngrook was a precursor
to Australian Rules football.

Now, where was I?
It really does come to
life when adult’s eyes are
averted.
You don’t want to believe
me, but just take a minute
and think about those little
blocks of plastic and all the
places they end up.
No-one ever puts them
there - they just get there.
All. By. Themselves.
Lego makes my heart
quicken.
I’m a barefoot kind of girl
and well, I think you may
know where this is going
— Lego and I have become
a little too well acquainted
recently.
We usually meet up, quite
unexpected, when I’m putting clothes away and our

conversations are not really suitable for children’s
ears.
Those little bricks have
even been known to bring
my shopping trips to an
abrupt end.
I’ve had to walk away
from floor to ceiling displays of shiny blue boxes,
overwhelmed by the combinations and the clever
marketing that promises
that these little men will
fly through the air after
launching their ejector
seats.
Once launched, I know we
will never find that ejector
seat again and the fighter
plane will gather dust on
the shelf.

Eventually its wings will
be broken off and attached
to another creation and
number 76543 will never
find its way back to looking
like it did on the box.
I’ve shared my thoughts
with a few friends, over
coffee, seeking help and
understanding.
They have confirmed
what I knew all along —
Lego brings many of us to
our knees.
Our grownup sized fingertips have madly pressed
into floorboards to pick up
the tiniest piece of a gold
pyramid, or pulled carpet
threads apart to reveal a
small, florescent orange
disc.

DID YOU KNOW?

I’ve taken solace in
knowing I wasn’t alone in
the fight of resistance —
resisting the urge to give
it a little flick so it will disappear under the bed and
be forgotten for a very long
time.
I worked awhile in his
room.
I put wheels back on
trucks and lined up rows of
miniature people.
Fighter jets found their
missing wings and the floor
was, eventually, a safer
place to walk.
As I swept the floor, backing out of the room, I tried
to think about what it was I
was going to do before I got
distracted.

Lions Australia was first established in 1947.
It celebrates its 70th Anniversary in 2017
Call Bill Gerritsen 0429 325 166
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World’s best marmalade
made right here
By SEAN WALES

THERE is a lot more to making
marmalade than you might think.
Just ask Dr Lachlan Shackleton-Fergus, he has won Double Gold at the
World’s Original Marmalade Awards
and Festival for 2017 in Cumbria,
England.
Out of more than 3,000 entries,
his thick grapefruit marmalade
with a hint of honey is considered
the World’s Supreme Traditional
Marmalade.
“When you first taste it you get the
bitterness of the grapefruit…and
then the sweetness of the honey,”
he explained.
He is no stranger to winning awards
at this competition; in the past, he
has won four Golds and five Silvers.
But this one is extra special.
Along with the award comes a
12-month supply deal with one of the
most famous department stores in
London, Fortnum & Mason.
Away from his day job, an international consultancy business, Dr
Shackleton-Fergus produces marmalade from his Wonga Park home with
the help of his wife, Julia.
He grows his own grapefruit and
uses honey made from his own bees.
The traditionally British spread is

hard to perfect.
Dr Shackleton-Fergus, who holds a
PhD in international law from Cambridge, has a few tips.
“The fruit really needs to be off the
tree and cooked in a day.
“The hardest thing is to get it to set
properly, it very easily splits.
“I always say to people, treat
[marmalade] like you would a baby,”
he said.
Many other factors go into making
the world’s best marmalade.
He balances PH levels, pectin levels
and sugar levels.
“It’s a mixture of craft, accuracy
and chemistry.
“Every batch is different; it’s very
rewarding when you get the batch
right.”
For a man of 70 years, it is not a
simple task.
“It’s very hard to get right, it’s an
unforgiving medium,” he said.
So why go to all the effort?
Marmalade is in Dr Shackleton-Fergus’ blood.
“[In the 1700s] my great-great-great
grandfather set up the business [J.B.
Shackleton’s] in Yorkshire and then
in Glasgow.
“My great-grandfather moved it to
London, then to Melbourne around

1880.
“I started making marmalade from
the age of 6.”
J.B. Shackleton’s is one of the
oldest, family owned marmalade
makers in the world.
He trades under the same name,
logo, and uses the same recipes as
the original J.B. Shackleton’s did in
the 1880s.
Even the pans he uses are over
150 years old, almost impossible to
buy now.
“It’s something my family has done
for several hundred years, you can’t
just let it go,” he explained
“I don’t do it for the awards. When
someone emails me from England
saying my marmalade is the best
they’ve ever had, it’s ultimately very
rewarding.”
For a man who has achieved so
much, where does being awarded
best marmalade in the world rank?
“Pretty much at the top, it’s hard
to rank against a PhD, but it’s right
up there,” he said.
“I feel I’m not only doing it for myself, I’m doing it for five generations
who preceded me.
“I think my great-grandfather
would be proud.”

Veggie nirvana
food
By NADA WHITTLE

WHO would have thought I would find
a glimpse of “plant-based heaven” in
Warrandyte on a Saturday? It started, as
usual, at the Warrandyte market — my
monthly morning pilgrimage, down by
the river, to pick up the usual avocados,
berries and artisan breads.
“Yay!” was the name of a new stall that
tempted me with vegan pies, cheese and
homemade lasagne.
Not only their first time at the Warrandyte market but first time selling their
plant-based goodies.
Judging by the gathering crowd, I
wasn’t the only one to enjoy a flaky
mushroom pie for lunch; and a rich,
satisfying, lasagne for dinner.
Then, rumours of a vegan-cheese tasting at Quinton’s IGA just across the road
at midday, perfect timing!
AVS organic “Kinda” cheese, I found to
be a yummy cheese that melts on your
homemade pizza.

wellbeing
By AHHLEEYAH GRACE

AS WE experience the beginning
of the new season of autumn and
see the changes in the natural environment around us, we experience
changes in our inner being too.
From the famous words of Mahatma Ghandi: “be the change you wish
to see in the world”.
How we feel about ourselves
does shape the quality of our life
experience.
By celebrating life wholeheartedly
and creating from a space of appreciation and joy we can experience
a deeper quality of life, true abundance and peace on a personal,
family, and community level.
The energy of celebration, like the
energy created at the Warrandyte
Festival, can create positive momentum towards new inspired community projects and opportunities to be
shared and enjoyed by all.
Through sharing conversation
in the spirit of celebration, true

Now that I was in the supermarket I
decided to pick up some other plant
based essentials such as dairy free ice
cream and fair trade chocolate.
You were probably expecting Tofu and
Falafel, and yes, they were there too;
but what surprised me was the new
refrigerated section, filling up fast with
a massive range of vegan and vegetarian delights: easy, ready-made pizzas,
burritos, as well as a selection of faux
meats — for those that way inclined.
A huge offering of dairy-free cheeses,
cream cheese, sour cream, and yoghurt
was also proudly on display.
You see, this was my day of indulgence,
the first Sunday of the month would
have me attending a wholefoods plantbased nutrition seminar.
Starting Monday, much more time
would be spent in the fruit and veg aisle
eyeing off the kale and zucchini, and
adding whole grain pasta and brown
rice to my trolley.
My recent discoveries in Warrandyte
mean I can rest assured, knowing that
while our food choices impact the environment, rich gourmet plant based delights can still be enjoyed in Warrandyte.

Celebration and connection
connection and clarity can be experienced, like a rainbow bridge
showing the way.
When we have true connection,
we feel the joy of creating; endorphin production increases and our
well-being is enhanced.
By asking the question “What can
I offer to life?” we open the door to
creation, a place of infinite possibilities.
Here are three simple steps to
guide this process.
Step one — Celebration
Creating an atmosphere of celebration can be as simple as having
a cuppa with someone and sharing
what you love about life, or it could
be more elaborate such as a community festival.
By focusing on the positive aspects
of life and what can be achieved,
we shift into a space of infinite
possibilities.

Step two — Clarity
When we share with another
person or a group of like-minded
people, we start to connect the dots
and see what is truly possible.
With clarity comes confidence and
when we share this with people who
feel the same way, this momentum
is increased and the possibilities are
increased too.
Step three — Creation
When we “see” what is possible,
and two or more people feel the
same way, the momentum of an idea
can be transformed into reality.
When we create something for
the greater good, it is like receiving
a turbo boost from the universe
and everything comes together
effortlessly.
When we help others or our greater world, we benefit in a healthy way.
Like the timeless adage “All for one
and one for all”.

A closer connection with the natural world can also help us achieve
greater inner harmony and balance,
and deeper connection with life.
The qualities the natural world
resonates with are of cooperation
and mutual aid which help to support and guide us on our life journey.
One way to align with the natural
world is through complete breathing, breathing deep, and trusting
the body.
Happiness and peace start within,
and this affects our daily experience
and all life around us.
Finding our own centre of balance
— what feels good for us — is important for our own well-being, and
our presence.
Our unique life essence also ripples out to touch our family and
greater community.
Five ways to positively enhance
our personal well-being include:
Deep breathing: Daily meditation,

exercise, singing and dancing etc.
Positive thinking: positive affirmation with meaning, doing something
for you, smiling and hugging.
Nature experience: regular reconnection time in nature, taking your
shoes off, feeling the elements —
wind, sun, water and earth.
Conversations with others — sharing with like-minded people, connecting with groups who support
your passions.
Life purpose: devoting time regularly to your life purpose. Try, try,
try again, if you are passionate you
can achieve it.
Through celebrating life together
and sharing valued conversations
about our passions and our life
purpose, we gain clarity and connection and create unlimited possibilities and positive well-being
for ourselves, our family, and our
community.
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N EWLY REN OVATED F UNCTION ROOM

NEW & IMPROVED FUNCTION PACKAGES

Our newly renovated function room is now open. The River View
Room has beautiful views and natural lighting and is perfect for all
occasions, including weddings, life celebrations / wakes
and engagements.

We have a large range of finger food packages to suit all tastes and
budgets. Our executive Chef has access to the freshest and best
produce and prepares all the food on the premises. We can cater
for any dietary requirement.

F I N D O U T M O R E A T G R A N D H O T E LWA R R A N DY T E .C O M . A U/ F U N C T I O N S
E N Q U I R I E S & R E S E R VA T I O N S – C O N T A C T O U R E V E N T S C O O R D I N A T O R E M I LY

110 YARRA ST, WARRANDYTE

T (03) 9844 3202

INFO@GRANDHOTELWARRANDYTE.COM.AU

WWW.GRANDHOTELWARRANDYTE.COM.AU

ROTARY CLUB OF WARRANDYTE DONVALE
LAUNCHES NEW FOOD VAN AT TUNSTALL MARKET

On Sunday 26th March the Club launched a new
Food Van at the Tunstall Market held on the last
Sunday of every month (except December and
January). The van is used to prepare sausages for
our barbeque, and to sell hot and cold drinks to
the public.

Photo left: The Hon. Kevin Andrews, club President Kevin Hall, Liz Guiver, Linda Rieschieck and Bob Fry

The club secured a significant grant through the Menzies Stronger Communities
Programme thanks to our local member the Hon. Kevin Andrews M.P. This
made the van more affordable for the club and means more of our raised funds
can go back into the community. We are grateful to Mr Andrews who made
this possible, and to members of the club who worked tirelessly to buy the van
and fit it out in their own time. The van was a huge success and the members
working in it were thrilled with a modern finish, appliances and more practical
storage. Come and visit us at the Tunstall Market.
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Warrandyte’s word wizards
By JAMES POYNER

THE Grand Read may not have been
going for as long, but this literary
event has long been the cherry on
top of the fabulous cake that is the
Warrandyte Festival.
Grand Read regular Jock Macneish
gave a warm introduction, setting
the tone for an intimate evening in
the packed-out function room of the
Grand Hotel.
This year’s featured writer was
Arnold Zable.
He, is an advocate for human rights
and a lot of his work focuses on the
experience of immigrants.
He has many literary accolades
to his name, including: People’s
Choice Award: Tasmanian Pacific
Fiction Prize for his novel Cafe
Scheherazade (2003), nomination
for The International IMPAC Dublin
Literary Award for Sea of Many Returns (2010), and Life membership to
Writers Victoria (2015).
Arnold Zable writes about refugees
and the plight of the human condition, he describes his writing as a
“beacon of hope for those displaced,
disconnected, and disorientated”.
He also described his writing as
“painting with words” and before
every passage read he would ask

the audience of close to 100 if we
could “see it”.
Mr Zable chose to read from his
latest book The Fighter: A True Story.
In the book, he writes about the life
of Henry Nissen, an immigrant from
Germany who settled in the working
class suburbs of Melbourne and
represented Australia as a flyweight
boxer in the 1960s and 1970s.
Arnold Zable’s words recreate the
harsh world that Nissen grew up in,
but he spins his prose poetically and
the audience hangs on every word.
The Fighter: A True Story has been
shortlisted for the 2017 Victorian
Premier’s Literary Award for Fiction.
The Grand Read frequently favours
poetry over prose, as the shorter
form fits well with the evening’s
format.
Following Zable’s poetically woven
words were a series of enjoyable
poems from a variety of artists.
John Jenkins read extracts from his
poem The Wine Harvest, a poem that
reflects on a time, in 1999, when he
worked as a labourer on the wineries
of the Yarra Valley.
His poem displayed some wonderful allegoric qualities as he recounted the hard life of a labourer through
wine tasting terminology.

Karen Throssell, who has published a number of poetry books
including Chain of Hearts, and The
Old Kings and Other Poems, and who
currently teaches Creative Writing
classes in Diamond Creek, took the
evening along a path of politics with
a whimsical poem exploring her
observations of Donald Trump’s
youngest child during Trump’s
victory party following the 2016 US
presidential election.
Andrew Kennon reflected on his
experiences in the High Country.
Sandy Jeffs, originally from Ballarat, is a poet who writes about
her experiences living with schizophrenia.
She is an advocate for living with
mental illness and author of the
best-selling book Poems from the
Madhouse.
For the Grand Read, Ms Jeffs read
a couple of poems: Cold Chemical
Comfort illustrated the numbing
effects of modern day drugs, while
her poem about celebrity and the
fascination with it that popular
culture demands, was sobering but
refreshingly chemical.
Kevin Bonnett, author of De-icing
the Wings, read from his poem Lake
Louise as well as a series of respons-

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

es to photographs.
Laurie Webb is a bush poet who
spends a lot of time working with
local communities in Africa.
He read from his latest poem Gratitude Journal which is based on his
experience with PTSD after being
involved in a car crash in the Congo.
The evening also featured a reading from Warrandyte’s own Jock
Macneish, whom recounted a trip
he made some years ago to Scotland,
where he went on a journey to find

George Orwell’s Lost Motorcycle.
You can read his story in the travel
section of this month’s Diary.
The evening was a wonderful finish
to the festival and the poetry and
prose on show was stimulating and
inspiring.
If you have never been to the
Grand Read before, then make sure
you come along next year, I certainly
cannot wait to see who they will
have on show in 2018.

Christmas Hills welcomes writers’ festival
By CHERIE MOSELEN

A new writers’ festival will showcase
a variety of talented authors and poets at the Christmas Hills Mechanics’
Institute Hall later this month.
The event will feature Indigenous
writers and writers from different
backgrounds who will speak about
the concept of identity in their work.
A hub of creativity, the Christmas
Hills hall is home to such cultural
activities as regular poetry readings,
orchestral players and several book
clubs.
According to one of four organisers, poet Sandy Jeffs (who fondly
refers to Christmas Hills as the
“cultural capital of the universe”), a
writers’ festival seemed like a natural progression.
“Our aim is to stimulate the broader intellectual life of the community
by providing an occasion where
people can actively participate
and discuss ideas with writers and
thinkers.”
We thought ‘identity’ was a good
theme to start with, because it
evokes natural questions, like: What
does being Australian mean?” Said
Ms Jeffs.
Given community members from
the area have been working with
the Wurundjeri people on the Gawa
Wurundjeri Aboriginal Resource
Trail near Watson’s Creek, organisers felt it appropriate the event
focus on Indigenous issues as well
as broader issues of identity.

“Most people, myself included,
don’t know much about Indigenous
writing,” said Ms Jeffs.
Three Indigenous writers have
been invited to share their work at
the upcoming festival.
“Our festival will expose audiences
to Indigenous writers, their issues,
what drives them as writers and
what drives them as Aboriginal
people living in white Australia,”
she said.
Tony Birch is the author of several books including Father’s Day,
The Promise and Ghost River; he is
currently the Dr Bruce McGuinness
Research Fellow in the Moondani
Balluk Centre at Victoria University.
Alexis Wright is a member of the
Waanyi Nation of the southern
highlands of the Gulf of Carpentaria;
she is an author and essayist writing
in fiction and non-fiction, who has
written widely on Aboriginal rights.
Alexis is a Sidney Myer Creative
Fellow and a Distinguished Fellow
in the Writing and Society Research
Centre, Western Sydney University.
Her recent publications include
The Swan Book, which was awarded
the Australian Literature Society
Gold Medal 2014 and the RAKA
Award 2016 and Carpentaria, which
was awarded the Miles Franklin
Award in 2007.
Bruce Pascoe is a Bunurong, Tasmanian and Yuin man who lives on
country, deep in the Victorian bush.
Bruce has written more than 20

books, including short story collection Nightjar; novels Fox, Ruby
Eyed Coucal, Ribcage, Shark, Earth
and Bloke; and historical works
Convincing Ground and Dark Emu; he
is the Magabala Books’ 2014 winner
of the Book of the Year and he also
received the Indigenous Writer’s
Prize in the 2016 NSW Premier’s
Literary Awards.
Other guests include Ramona
Koval, a Melbourne writer, journalist, broadcaster and editor who has
presented Radio National’s Book
Show and written for the Age and the
Australian; she is the author of By the
Book: A Reader’s Guide to Life and
Bloodhound: Searching For My Father.
Andy Jackson’s collection Among
the Regulars was shortlisted for the
Kenneth Slessor Prize and highly
commended in the Anne Elder
award.
He won the 2013 Whitmore Press
Manuscript Prize with The Thin
Bridge.
His poems have appeared in Best
Australian Poems, Medical Journal
of Australia and Meanjin, among
others, and have been featured on
Radio Australia, 3CR, 3RRR-FM and
Radio National’s Poetica; Andy has
performed at literary events and
arts festivals in Australia, USA, India
and Ireland.
“Performing is an important element in my work, which is becoming
more biographical,” Mr Jackson
said.

“I have a genetic condition, which
causes curvature of the spine.
“My poems are not just words, but
words that attach to a body.
“Performance gives me a way to
have a bit more control over how
people see me.
“It allows me to ‘complicate’ their
thinking, to say that being different
is not necessarily a problem — it can
be rewarding.”
While looking forward to connecting with the audience, Mr Jackson
said he is also keen to meet the other
writers, to “share ideas and different
perspectives”.
Difference is something Sandy Jeffs
can relate to.
“When I was diagnosed with
schizophrenia in 1976, I lost my
identity completely.
“I lost my purpose of meaning in
life. I had no sense of self, no hope.
“I had nothing to call myself when
I went out to parties and people
asked, ‘so, what do you do?’ I hated
that question,” Ms Jeffs said.
“I started documenting my madness in poetry.
“When I held that piece of paper in
my hand, that poem was evidence
that I was still alive.
“For me, writing poetry was so important because it was a testament
to my existence.
“When Poems from the Madhouse
was published 1993, that gave me
back an identity.
“I was different, but I knew in my

bones I was more than my label,
‘schizophrenia’ — I was a poet. It
was transformative.”
Ms Jeffs said she is grateful for support from Nillumbik Shire Council
and also the Warrandyte Community
Bank branch of the Bendigo Bank
who are helping to fund the event,
because a main aim is to establish the Christmas Hills hall as an
ongoing venue for annual writers’
festivals.
Any profits raised will be donated
to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation and the local CFA.
Ms Jeffs hopes that by listening to
writers share their quest to understand themselves and those around
them, audience members will be
inspired.
“I would like people to think about
what it means to look different,
perhaps to be challenged by mental
illness or to have a different cultural
background and maybe ask themselves: Who am I?”
The Christmas Hills Readers &
Writers’ Festival is at the Mechanics’ Institute Hall, 787 Ridge Road,
Christmas Hills, on Saturday April
29, 2017, from 9am – 5pm.
Entr y is $25, which includes
lunch and morning/afternoon tea.
To book tickets, please go to The
Christmas Hills Readers & Writers’
Festival Facebook page or at the
Eltham Book Shop.
For more info, email:info@christmashillshall.org.au
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Warrandyte Festival
celebrates 40 years
By CHERIE MOSELEN

WARRANDYTE Festival celebrated
its 40th birthday last month.
Thankfully, the only downpour
worth mentioning this year was
the overflow of enthusiasm from
the committee who produced the
standout weekend.
Warrandyte Film Feast made its debut at The Lounge on the riverbank,
adding to the familiar body of Friday
night entertainment headed up by
Warrandyte/Donvale Rotary Art
Show and the Battle of the Bands.
About 140 tickets sold out prior
to the event.
Putting aside a few technical difficulties — which did not affect an
atmosphere made near perfect, in
my opinion, by a slice of “World’s
Best Pizza” and a bottle of lychee
beer — the showing of 16 short films
was a big success.
On Saturday, the weather turned
on a stellar performance for those
who took part in the Grand Parade,
which celebrated the festival’s longevity with the theme, “Since ‘77: 40
Years of Fun”.
Four honorary monarchs led the
ensemble of schools, pre-schools,
kindergartens, community and
sporting groups, local fire brigades,
SES and other associations, to Stiggants Reserve to start the party.
With Manningham mayor Michelle
Kleinert and other local councillors
in attendance, festival founders Patrick Nuzum, Tim Ferguson, Howard
Geldard and Yvonne Reid “cut the
ribbon”, letting loose some eager
parade participants.
Warrandyte Childcare & Pre-School
Centre children sat colourfully
among balloons and birthday cakes.
The delightful float was judged
“Best Overall”.
Warrandyte Kindergarten, Warrandyte Primary School, Yarra Warra
Pre-School and Andersons Creek
Primary School all received well-deserved awards for their creative
efforts (see festival results).
Winning an honourable mention
from parade commentator Alan Cornell, Warrandyte Historical Society’s
“Floats, Frolics and Fun” entry – superbly mounted on the tray of a 1974
dodge truck – transported onlookers
back in time.
Purchased new by the Stammers
for their local beekeeping business,
Jeffery & Carr Haulage is the only
other owner of the truck, which has
never left Warrandyte.
Quinton’s IGA threw apples; Ringwood Highland Pipe Band tossed out

a drum roll or three and Warrandyte
Community Bank carted its giant
cheque with pride — And why not?
— Over the past decade, it has given
back a whopping $2.4million to the
community.
Guide Dogs Victoria trotted along
under a banner of support for the
blind that was first unfurled 60 years
ago: another important birthday!
Rainbow coloured tee shirts and
bell-bottoms — the psychedelic
freedom of personal expression
favoured in the ‘70s — were warmly
embraced by Warrandyte Neighbourhood House staff and volunteers.
All was bright, but nothing compared to the dazzling surprise of the
“WazzaWhompa” (pictured above).
Mal Parsons, artist, teacher and
coordinator of the Arty Farty Folk
(a dedicated group of local artists
and volunteers who come together
to create artwork for Warrandyte
Festival) conceived the creature,

which apparently “came up from the
gold seams underneath Pound Bend
Tunnel to try some festival food and
have a go on the waterslide”.
It took 12 people almost a year to
create the huge mobile sculpture,
which glinted richly in the sun as it
rolled down Yarra Street on bicycles
wheeled by volunteers.
Words cannot do it justice, so I
won’t try. (A terrific Vimeo by Jeremy Loftus-Hills, of the WazzaWhompa, can be found on the Warrandyte
Festival Facebook page.)
On the way down Yarra Street to
Stiggants Reserve, I stopped off to
talk with Alison Aldenhoven, the
owner of number 77’s show stopping
“festival fence”.
Proud supporters of Warrandyte
Festival — Alison and Horrie; their
daughter, Emma; Alison’s Mum, Dorothy, relatives and friends — have
celebrated the Grand Parade from
outside their home for two decades.
For the past seven years, the dedi-

cated family has been decorating its
fence to mirror each festival theme.
The roadside canvas boasted giant
pencils as a tribute to local artists
in 2015 and in 2016 honoured the
theme “Boogie in the Bush” with
“Spanish dancers”.
This year, the family embellished
the fence and nature strip with
scarecrows of notoriety, from Elvis
to Donald Trump.
A giant birthday cake among a
family of scarecrows set up on hay
bales, read: “The Big 40 & Fabulous”.
“I think the foot traffic enjoy our
efforts — many people stop to take
photographs,” said Ms Aldenhoven,
who described the festival activity
as a “true family affair”. “It’s been
wonderful to see parade numbers
swell over the years and more
groups setting up along the roadside
to cheer it on.”
To demonstrate just how special
the tradition has become to the
Aldenhoven family, Saturday’s parade was live streamed via Skype to
London, where 27yr old daughter
Emma is currently living.
“It’s the first year Emma has missed
our celebration, so we needed to
have her here in digital spirit,” Ms
Aldenhoven said, “otherwise, she
might have flown home!”
By the time parade walkers arrived
at the festival site, the excitement
was real.
Once again, Warrandyte Festival
lived up to its reputation as a unique,
family-friendly community event
with highlights aplenty.
These were a few of mine.
Sweet sounds
The powerful, gospel-like voice
of diminutive lead vocalist Shannen Wick of seven-piece soul band
Fulton Street raised the roof of
the riverbank stage on Saturday.
Emerging local singer Mia Hamilton
gave a quieter but equally intense
performance on Sunday. Alone on
stage with just her keyboard, Mia
treated listeners to a moving set.
The Lounge luxuriated in string band
music — apparently, the Strzelecki
Stringbusters were incredible! I
managed to catch The Honeyfields,
a four-piece female band specialising
in Irish harmonies. To be sure, they
were spectacular.
Fabulous Food
I tried the super-seed salad from
Jerry’s Veggie Burgers, all tricked
out with quinoa and amaranth.
Confessions from my festival food
diary — it was so good I had it twice!
Organisers try to provide festivalgo-

ers interesting food options; a few
of them, like my salad, “on trend”
given current “super-food” favourability. But, you still cannot beat a
well-barbecued sausage in bread.
Warrandyte High School Music Support Group were flat out selling this
good old-fashioned fare.
What the kids did
As usual, children and teens had
varied entertainment to choose
from: Kids Market, Scouts waterslide, Billycart Derby and bands like
The Funky Monkeys. Hands were
hennaed and dreadlocks tamed.
There were puppet shows, hoops to
hula, camels to ride, a “book tree”,
craft activities and Warrandyte Kindergarten lucky dips. Lucky kids.
Pets’ party tricks
If the festival were a film set, the
pet parade would be its scene-stealer. Will Sooty’s magic trick or Coco’s
soccer skills sway the judges? How
to choose? Some crowns are obvious
though, like that given to Stanley,
the King Charles Cavalier puppy —
undeniably the “Cutest Dog”.
Duck mania
So many ducks launched — over
1,000 — by festivalgoers determined
to will theirs over the line and win
the ultimate racing trophy. Some
were ingeniously decorated: ACPS
Uniformed Duck; Converse Sneaker Duck; Easter Bunny Duck, and
to sweeten the chances of a win,
Marshmallow Duck. Thanks Sassafras Sweet Company for donating
the prize of chocolates and sweets!
P.H.U.C.
Panton Hill Ukulele Club boasts a
string of ladies who have fun, but
do take their playing seriously. It is
nothing short of brave to take on a
Beyoncé song with a ukulele. Crazy
in Love or just plain crazy? I loved it.
Spoiler alert
Warrandyte Festival celebrated its
40th birthday this year. However, if
you do the maths (the first festival
ran in 1977), it actually turned 41.
But, what’s a year between friends?
Sounds like: The Best One Ever.
In a word: Legendary.
Warrandyte Festival Committee
welcomes feedback and suggestions. Volunteers are welcome too!
The committee meets once a month
over a glass of wine. It encourages
volunteers to run with new ideas
(provided they are safe) and see
them through to fruition. To leave
feedback or enquire about joining
the committee, please email contact@warrandytefestival.org.

Own the book celebrating 40 Years of Warrandyte Festival!
Large format book
140 full colour pages
Over 750 photographs

Y
ONL
$

Highlights include the Parade,
Billycart Derby, Kids’ Market,
Pet Parade, Local Schools, Duck Race,
Buskers, Monarchs, Arty Farty Folk,
Bands, Musicians, Entertainers
and much more…

40

The book is available for purchase from
QUINTONS SUPA IGA (after Easter),
The WARRANDYTE MUSEUM (1.30 – 4.30pm weekends)
Online through: www.warrandytefestival.org

BU
YOU Y
R
NOW S
!
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FESTIVAL RESULTS 2017
Billy Cart Derby
1st place
2nd place
3rd place
Best cart
Best try
Parents race

William Drummond
Max Malley
Serena Borg
Isiah
Fynn Robinson
Jenny Drummond

Duck Race
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Anouska Stephens
(van duck) from KG
Primary School
Nelly Pedram
from Warrandyte
Kindergarten
Ryan Clayton
from Anderson’s Creek
Primary School

Pet Parade

Biggest Dog
1st
Winter
2nd
Finn
3rd
Bear & Bosley
Smallest Dog
1st
Cookie
2nd
Stanley
3rd
Marley
Waggiest Tail
1st
Lulu
2nd
Charlie
3rd
Tigger
Best Groomed
1st
Fergus
2nd
Dash
3rd
Chilli
Shaggiest Dog
1st
Romeo
2nd
Orly
3rd
Molly
Cutest Dog
1st
Stanley
2nd
Pepper
3rd
Bonnie
Most Appealing Eyes
1st
Coco
2nd
Tyson
3rd
Bella
Best Trained Dog
1st
Sooty
2nd
Ted
3rd
Flynn
Dog Most Like Its Owner
1st
Marley
2nd
Pepper
3rd
Benny
Dog With The Most Appropriate Name
1st
Bear
2nd
Molly Malone
Mini
3rd
Loudest Dog In Warrandyte
1st
Jewel
2nd
Lulu
3rd
Orly
Judge’s Choice - Best Dog in Show
1st
Bosley
2nd
Dash
3rd
Stanley

Battle of the bands
Winner: Portrait Distort Rate

Parade results
Most Warrandytish
Andersons Creek Primary School
Most Imaginative
Warrandyte Primary School
Best Costume or Make Up
Yarra Warra Pre-School
Most Colourful
Warrandyte Kindergarten
Best Overall
Warrandyte Childcare & Pre-School Centre

Kids’ market
The market saw the kids of Warrandyte
getting creative and setting up 40 stalls early
Sunday morning.
An array of delicious foods and creative
crafts were sold through the busy hustle and
bustle of energetic kids and eager buyers.
Four major awards were given this year.
Congratulations to Zara and Hunter Veal for
winning the Environmental Sustainability
Award for using recycled goods in their
craft; Ethan and Zia Reilly won the Charity
Award for donating all their profit to the
Multiple Sclerosis Society; Abi and Tom
Kay won the Colourful Award for the most
vibrant soap the world has ever seen and
Jade Careedy received the Baker’s Award
for her extraordinary spread of delicious
goodies.
Congratulations to the award winners and
to all of the kids involved. What a creative
little community!
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Art under the hammer
Classic and contemporary art raises funds for Rotary’s community projects
review
By DAVID HOGG

THE 33rd Warrandyte art show opening
took place on the Friday evening of festival weekend in the Community Church.
Rotary president Kevin Hall and MC
David George took the stage, opened
the event, and reflected on how far the
show had progressed since its early
days in schools, the Mechanics Institute
and more recently a marquee on the
riverbank.
Ted Dansey, former General Manager of
the Victorian Artists’ Society had judged
the paintings and commented on the high
standard of the works on display.
Pamela Pretty, a contemporary realist
artist from Vermont, took the first prize
with a magnificent acrylic and pastel
Golden Reflections.
Caroline Lewallen from Doreen took
second prize with a smaller pastel Apricots and Tea.
Third prize went to Julian Bruere with a
delightful watercolour, Tassie Farm.
It was good to see this year that one of
the prizes went to a painting under $500.
An auction of seven generously donated

paintings followed with entertaining
auctioneer Doug McLauchlan keeping the
bidding brisk and most of the paintings
sold for around or above the expected
price.
Around 40 paintings were sold over the
weekend.
Proceeds from the art show are used by
the Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale
for community service projects in the
region.
My personal favourite was Sunset
over Melbourne, a mixed medium view
of the city from St Kilda pier, by Agnes
Parcesepe.
But for me the joy comes from seeing
the talented student section.
The young folk are not interested in
pictures of rolling countryside, Australian
gums or rusting old farmsteads; today’s
students produce detailed face studies,
amazing pictures of bones, horror pictures of heads exploding.
Charlotte Stuart’s Don’t turn your back
was deservedly highly commended.
And in my opinion Bridie Delaney’s
highly detailed Thoughts of Thoughts was
deserving of a commendation.
A great opening evening capped off with
wine and nibbles.
Well done the Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale.

Cinematic feast for the senses
By SANDI MILLER

OPENING night of The Warrandyte Festival saw the inaugural Warrandyte Film Feast,
where sixteen short films were
screened to a sold-out audience
in the coolest place to be seen
during the Festival, The Lounge.
The MC for the evening was actor
Daniel Schepisi who smoothed
over some of the minor technical
hitches to introduce an eclectic
range of short films.
Highlights of the evening included the official premier of two Warrandyte produced films: Heed,
by Rosalie Ridler and Ryan de
Rooy’s Operative.
Both local films were very well
received however, as Heed was
produced by one of the Festival
organisers it was ineligible for
prizes.
The winners of the People’s
Choice awards were:
The Ozflix Prize ($200)
Apprentice of the Year,
Produced by Justin Evans and
Alta Truden.
This film starred Shane Jacobson (Kenny) as a tradesman
who sets his apprentice to work
while he makes himself at home
while the owners are away.

The Palace Films Prize ($200)
Ice Coffee
Produced by Hayley Antolos,
Directed by Christian Hampton
The story of a smitten young
man trying to win over the
barista of his dreams.
Australia Online Prize ($200)
Leonids
Produced and Directed by Michael Hudson
Leonids is a story about relationships between fathers and
sons and bonds formed through
joy of astronomy.
“We Love Our Lamb” Grand
Prize ($1,000)
Autocarrot
Produced by Rob Stanfield, Directed by Robert Fantozzi
A very unusual support group
— for victims of auto correct.
Winning Director, Robert
Fantozzi was delighted by his
film’s success at its official premiere and told the Diary he was
thrilled to be part of the Film
Feast’s inaugural screening.
“To get out under a marquee
and watch some local films was
really great,” he said.
MC Daniel Schepisi was impressed by the talent on show.

“Some amazing local talent
and I can’t wait to see what is
coming next from these filmmakers,” Mr Schepisi said.
Festival organizer Rosalie
Ridler was stoked by the support the Film Feast received
from the Warrandyte community.
“It was an amazing evening;
it was really great to be able to
bring the community together to
showcase these fantastic films.
“The support of the volunteers, the filmmakers, the
sponsors, and of course the
audience, was just incredible,”
she said.

Producers and cast of Autocarrot

GOLD TOUR
By BEV HANSON

Photo: PETER HANSON

FOR the 40th successive year John
Hanson ran the Gold Tour for the
Uniting Church, with nearly 100
people in tow this year.
John started these tours at the
second festival in 1978.
In the early days when our festival was linked with the Doncaster
Templestowe festival, 200 people
would turn up, John would borrow
the loud hailer from school.
Devonshire teas were served,
however on one occasion as the
tour was finishing a thunder storm
hit and people ran for their cars
leaving lots of uneaten scones.
Up to 15 years ago the groups
were able to explore the mines
with torches, however the mines
department decided to close all the
mines due to public liability.
This resulted in the 2 hour tours
still being interesting but not as
adventurous.

Lost
Property
ONCE again there is large
quantity of lost property
from the festival. The items
waiting to be collected include: picnic rugs, umbrellas, shoes, glasses, jackets,
children’s hand bags, towels
and chairs. Anyone wanting
to make enquiries about lost
property should contact
Carolyn on 0411 789 922.
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Open Book Follies
She says...

A BOOK bazaar, or just plain
bizarre!
This year’s small cast of 13
spread their talents generously across 30 sketches.
Directed graciously — but
no doubt nerve-wrackingly —
by Simone Kiefer and Louise
Phelan, fortunately old hands
at the game.
Many characters from many
books – Cinderella, Rapunzel,
Juliet, Little Red Riding Hood,
(Bob the Builder in his brief
attempt at “coming out”) and
Pinocchio, to mention a few.
We were visited by Trumpus
Caesar — distant relative to
Julius — then the Invisible
Man made an appearance,
along with Scarlett O’Hara,
lying in a pool of scarlet blood
in her scarlet dress.
The Ten Commandments
tried to make amends, only
to be thwarted by a gaggle
of nuns in skewwhiff habits
— Sister Inebrious (Carol
McCoy), hung over and falling
asleep, in another life sung
with an amazing voice.
Regulars in the Follies, and

always a joy to see, Noelene
Cooper, Adrian Rice and Caroline Shaw were supported by
a wonderful cast, including
eight up and coming young
talents — the youngest,
14-year-old Emer Rafferty,
playing her parts with great
confidence, her Irish accent
as the fast talking nun, Sister
Loquacious, left the audience
at least lost for words.
Emerging from the stage,
Emer mingled with the audience obtaining donations for
that wonderful cause ‘Do it in
a Dress’ — who could refuse
the little Irish nun and her
good cause.
Noelene Cooper has now
added ‘wolf’ to her beastly
repertoire which includes a
cow, chicken, dog and monkey; however, her rendition
of Rindercella, complete with
fairy dress, (which flicked
up as she left the stage – so
pleased the wardrobe department was on the ball) had us
in stitches.
Caroline Shaw read a fairy
tale to an imaginary group of
children, giving answers to
silent questions the audience
worked out with great amusement — wonderful memories
of Joyce Grenfell.
Overall, another fun Follies,
put together in only six weeks
by a very talented group of
people who work tirelessly
to give Warrandytians their
yearly hit of laughter. Thanks
to all.
BRIONY BOTTARELLI

Special occasion coming up?
Function packages from $19 per head

104 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte 9844 0325
Mention this Ad when booking a function and receive a
complimentary bottle of Coldstream Hills Sparkling.

DIARY MINI ADS

He says...

THE FOLLIES are always a
good entertaining evening
out with friends, drinks and
nibbles, and this one was no
exception.
A cast of 13 performed a
total of 30 hilarious sketches
and gave nine performances.
The theme this year of

Open Book Follies covered
all things to do with reading,
books, libraries, president
Trump and even the death
of a cat.
Collette Pengelley put in
incredibly confident and energetic performances as Bob
the Builder and Poo the cook.
Caroline Shaw revived the
old days of English comedienne Joyce Grenfell trying to
tell a story in the library to
some imaginary disruptive
children; this version far
ruder than Joyce’s ever was.
For me the highlights were
the two Trump performances
(he’s planning to build a wall
to separate Manningham and
Nillumbik), and the Book of
Vows featuring some wayward nuns.

IS IT JUST me or has some of the
gloss perhaps worn off this annual
event?
If so it was certainly not the fault of
the performers who put in their all.
Cast numbers were down to a disappointing low of 13, only two of whom
were male, whereas numbers had
been in the 20s in some earlier years.
Musical accompaniment, good as
it was, was back to a single piano,
whereas in previous years we had
enjoyed guitars and bongo-things.
And the use of clever short film clips
shot around the village had been discontinued.

CYRIL

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE
We care for your pet when you
cannot be there. Honest, reliable
and professional care in your own
home. Call Norma 0409 137 246.

Port Douglas By The Beach 100m
2 SelfContained Units Pool spa 2
bed unit & 1 bed with spa BBQ area
car space. Kvanscoy@tpg.com.au
0409 359 240.

M u l c h e r / C h i p p e r / S h re d d e r
5HP Briggs & Stratton motor; 2
separate feeder shoots; catcher
bag. Ex cond. Op manual. $210
Rob or Elise 9844 2660

DAVID HOGG

Final Festival Follies
By DAVID HOGG

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.

As if sensing this perhaps, president
Adrian Rice is making some changes.
“Over the years it has been complicated organising such a complex
production at this time of year,” said
Mr Rice.
From next year the Follies will move
to November/December and festival
time will have a full length play.
So come on you budding actors,
dancers, singers, comedians and
musicians.
Contact Adrian Rice and get involved for Follies 2018.
Enquiries and comments to
riceadrian11@gmail.com

An Invitation to Designers and
Makers of Fine Craft
Stonehouse Gallery, Warrandyte, invites expressions of
interest from designers and makers to become involved in
this well established, artist-run gallery.
Take advantage of these opportunities:
• Exposure • Online promotion • Exhibition
• Involvement in Artist community
• Interaction with customers & artists •Mentoring
Expressions of interest to info@stonehousegallery.com

By PAUL WILLIAMS

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC

A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte 9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071

Yoga, meditation
& creative dance
Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children

91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

warrandytevet.com.au

bhavacentre@gmail.com

9844 1128

Friends of Warrandyte
State Park

rting!
a
t
S ant
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NOT-FOR-PROFIT
Indigenous Plant Nursery

two birds
and a barrow

GARDENING
specialising in natural Australian gardens

0488 994 669
2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

We are open Thursdays, 9.30am to 12.30pm
& first Saturday of the month 9am to 2pm
(or pick up by arrangement).
Phone 0408 317 327 or email nursery@fowsp.org.au
Located at Pound Bend Rd, Warrandyte (Melways 23 C10)
(near the Parks Vic Rangers Office)
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The Scrims: Warrandyte
busking boys’ new album
review
By TOBY WARD

BANJO-PLUCKING and foot-stomping
quintet, The Scrims, are amongst
Warrandyte’s finest young musicians.
The band took some time to talk to
the Diary ahead of the launch of their
latest album Sing To Me Sweet Sunny
One, an album which can only be
described as a high energy cocktail
of bluegrass, jazz, folk and blues
showcasing the band’s tremendous
versatility.
J-Bear Sheers (guitar, vocals), Tyler
Arnold (banjo, vocals), Matt Sheers
(violin), Gaudi Schellhorn (double
bass) and Sam Plummer (guitar), dip
their feet into an array of genres, refusing to be restricted to one sound.
Tracks such as Show Me Your Moves
and Glassy Eyed, deliver on their label
as an excitable bluegrass band and
induce an unavoidable urge to dance
to the sweet tones of Matt’s violin
and Gaudi’s rhythmic, percussive
bass lines.
The Warrandyte Festival mainstays
have played Stiggants Reserve’s
hallowed stage for four consecutive
years but found their start by busking
throughout Warrandyte, a journey
that Matt says reflects The Scrims’
sound and approach to music.
“We test out all of our songs when
we’re busking so the album is full

of new songs that came together in
the months leading up to recording
the album.
“Our busking also means that our
songs can’t afford to be quiet because
if they are, no one will listen,” he said.
Meanwhile, Queen of the Bay, featuring Melbourne-based folk singer,
Rowena Wise, offers an enchanting
interlude to the rest of the album.
Wise’s voice is bewitching, Matt’s
violin and Tyler’s banjo carefully accompany delicate harmonies that effortlessly soar throughout the song.
Sing To Me Sweet Sunny One continuously revisits the theme of nature.
Many of the songs evoke a rural
aesthetic, transporting the listener
to rivers, mountains and to the coast,
a deliberate approach according to
J-Bear.
“Growing up in Warrandyte, we
used to write a lot of songs about
busking at the market and swimming
in the Yarra and that’s something
that’s stuck with us all,” said J-Bear.
The Scrims’ love affair with Warrandyte refuses to fade and Matt
says their recent performance at the
Warrandyte Festival was one of their
most enjoyable yet.
“We always love playing in Warrandyte and at the festival especially.
“It’s a lot of fun to see the kids dance
along every year.
We have a strong connection to the
town and the people,” he said.
The Scrims will be launching Sing
To Me Sweet Sunny One at The Toff
in Town on May 6.
Tickets are available via:http://
theoffintown.com/tickets/
Sing To Me Sweet Sunny One is now
available to stream on Spotify and
can be purchased on iTunes and
Bandcamp via: https://the scrims.
bandcamp.com.
Physical copies can be purchased
from The White Owl Café at Goldfields Shopping Centre, Warrandyte.

Kellybrook scrumpy
By LISA MALE-ROBERTSON

KELLYBROOK planted their first
grape vines in 1962 and was
granted the Yarra Valley’s first
vigneron’s licence in 1969 and
since then the family business then
expanded into cider and more
recently beer.
The Kellybrook Cider Festival,
celebrating the end of apple
harvest, has been a tradition for
nearly 30 years, when, on the
first weekend of May, the famous
‘Scrumpy’ is ready for drinking.
Live bands perform swing to
blues and soul under the great Oak
tree, and the new beer garden amongst the Kellybrook
vineyard beckons with an
opportunity to share a wide
range of cider with friends,
listen to great line up of
bands, picnic in the beautiful Kellybrook gardens and
vineyards as well as enjoy
great street food.
There is plenty to do for
young kids including roving
magicians, pony rides, storytellers, face painting and
games.
There is a growing interest
in cider and the ever increasing range of ciders available on
the market, but it takes a brave
person to brew a ‘Scrumpy’ fermented to perfection, timed to be
consumed at the festival.
Phil Kelly, one of the Kellybrook
brothers, spends countless hours
for weeks prior to the festival,
pressing the juices of their locally grown apples — using no
preser vatives or pasteurizing
treatments — to create the freshest
apple juice, highly alcoholic and
cloudy in appearance which can
be poured straight from the fermenting tanks into your container
to share with friends.
A visit to the Scrumpy and Juice
station is a critical part of the
experience and where the cider

Middle Yarra Landcare Network
Activity Calendar 2017
myln@netspace.net.au 0415 383 328
http://portphillipwesternport.landcarevic.net.au/myln
Difficulty ratings:
Easy: Even terrain, some light lifting, kneeling and
bending involved. Few tripping hazards.
Moderate: Uneven terrain, light to heavy lifting, kneeling
and bending involved. Tripping hazards present.
Difficult Steep terrain, light to heavy lifting, working in
over-grown areas and lots of bending. Many tripping
hazards and slippery surfaces present.

Make a difference now, restore indigenous
habitat, learn which indigenous plants are
best suited for your garden.
Please remember for all activies to wear appropriate footwear
and clothing for the weather, and please bring your own filled
water bottle. Please note that events will be cancelled in the event
of a Total Fire Ban day or when weather conditions are deemed
hazardous.

Date

Day Time

Site

Melway

Activity

Rating

Group

Contact

30/3/17
6/4/17
20/4/17
23/4/17
4/5/17
14/5/17
18/5/17
21/5/17
28/5/17
1/6/17
15/6/17
17/6/17
29/6/17
6/7/17
15/7/17
20/7/17
23/7/17
30/7/17
3/8/17
17/8/17
31/8/17
7/9/17
17/9/17
21/9/17
5/10/17
19/10/17
21/10/17
2/11/17
16/11/17
17/11/17
30/11/17
7/12/17

thu
thu
thu
sun
thu
sun
thu
sun
sun
thu
thu
sat
thu
thu
sat
thu
sun
sun
thu
thu
thu
thu
sun
thu
thu
thu
sat
thu
thu
fri
thu
thu

Lower Orchard Track
Norman’s Reserve
Gold Memorial Rd car park
Alexander Rd, Warrandyte
Mullum, Beckets Rd
Gold Memorial Rd car park
Mullum, Beckets Rd
Kardinia Cres.
Sweeneys Flats, Eltham
Lower Orchard Track
MM Heads Rd
R
Gold Memorial Road
Fitzsimons Lane wetland
tbd
Gold Memorial Road
Mount Lofty
Kardinia Cres.
Pound Bend car park
Hochkins Ridge R
Yarra Brae R
Ridge block
Koornong R
Kardinia Cres.
Nilja Rd
Gold Memorial Rd car park
Scotchman’s Hill
Currawong Bush Park
Nilja Rd
Whipstick Gully R
Eden Valley Rd
Hill Birch Cottage
Nursery

23C10
23C10
23C10
22H10
23C10
3.50E+03
23C10
36C9
22B11
23C10
23C10
35 E2
23C10
23C10
35 E2
23C10
36C9
23 C10
23C10
23C10
23C10
23C10
36C9
23C10
23C10
23C10
35 E2
23C10
23C10
36D6
23C10
23C10

maintenance
woody weeding
woody weeding with ACCA
maintenance
maintenance
planting
maintenance
weeding
planting
planting
planting
planting
planting/weeding
planting
planting
planting
weeding
National Tree Day planting
sallow weeding
Bone Seed weeding
woody weeding & boneseed
woody weeding
planting, weeding and BBQ
weeding (bulbs)
woody weeding with ACCA
woody weeding
ACCA AGM
woody weeding
woody weeding
BBQ and weeding
weeding
break up celebration

easy
mod
diff.
easy
mod
easy
diff.
easy
easy
easy
diff.
easy
easy

FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
YvF
FOWSP
ACCA
FOWSP
WRG
YvF
FOWSP
FOWSP
ACCA
FOWSP
FOWSP
ACCA
FOWSP
WRG
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
WRG
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
ACCA
FOWSP
FOWSP
WRG
FOWSP
FOWSP

nursery
nursery
nursery
Graham
nursery
Fritz
nursery
Margaret
Graham
nursery
nursery
Fritz
nursery
nursery
Fritz
nursery
Margaret
nursery
nursery
nursery
nursery
nursery
Margaret
nursery
nursery
nursery
Fritz
nursery
nursery
Margaret
nursery
nursery

9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
10.00--12.00
9.00-12.00
1.00-3.00
9.00-12.00
10.00-1.00
10.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
1.00-3.00pm
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
1.00-3.00pm
9.00-12.00
10.00-1.00
10.00-1.00
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
10.00-2.30
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
2.00-4.00
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00
6.00pm
9.00-12.00
9.00-12.00

ACCA is holding a weekly working bee every
Wednesday from 10.00-12.00 am meet at Gold
Memorial Road car park (MelWays 35E2)
YvF Plant Nursery and Friends Shed, open
every 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the Mon tat the
Westerfolds Depot (Melway 33F1) March to June

FOWSP nursery is open:

Fritz
0439 443 703
Nursery 0408 317 327
Tracey 0403 739 938
Margaret 9876 3094
Graham 0434 272 258
Paulina 9722 2332

easy
mod
easy
easy
mod
diff.
diff.
mod
easy
easy
diff.
mod
easy
easy
diff.
easy
diff.
diff.

Andersons Creek Catchment Area Landcare Group
Friends of Warrandyte State Park
Jumping Creek Catchment Landcare Group
Warranwood Reserve Group
Friends of YarraValley Parks
Wonga Park Environment Group

Thursday’s 9:30 am to 12:30 pm; the first Saturday of every month, 9am to 2pm
(to coincide with the Warrandyte Market) - April to November only

festival culture begins.
Scrumpy originated as an alcoholic drink made by fermenting
juice from apples that have fallen
from the trees.
The verb “to scrump” is the act
of collecting the fallen apples —
often stolen — from orchards.
Without giving away too many of
his secrets, Mr Kelly explains the
process of making Scrumpy.
“We star t with quality local
apples — not stolen — and after
pressing, we ferment the fresh
juice, timing it so it is perfect for
drinking over the weekend of the
cider fest.

“Our scrumpy is only considered
ready when we reach the per fect balance between sweetness,
alcohol, acidity and fresh juice
flavor — this process cannot be
rushed — we then add yeast to
the fresh juice and let nature takes
its course”.
At the Kellybrook Cider Fest,
it is typical that you share your
scrumpy with friends while enjoying delightful surroundings, the
festive music, entertainment and
food on offer.
“It is an honour to have the
scrumpy making role bestowed
upon you at Kellybrook, one that
carries considerable responsibility, for the fun of the festival lies
squarely on the shoulders of the

scrumpy maker” he said.
Scrumpy is not available throughout the rest of the year and cannot
be packaged in a permanent container — it is a living fermentation
and it changes daily. Therefore,
the first weekend in May is your
only chance to experience Kellybrook’s scrumpy.
No cider festival visit is complete
unless you have spent some time
sharing scrumpy while watching
the great live bands under the
reaching boughs of Kellybrook’s
ancient oak.
With headlining band The Teskey Brothers doing their famous
blues and soul originals, along
with support acts The Scrims,
Velvet Lounge, Mission Brown
and Ginger Pony, the oak will
be rocking all weekend.
There will also be a new
area, the Riders Brew Co
beer garden, set in the Kellybrook vineyards. Here you
can listen to, or take part in
the brewers’ forums, held
by Kellybrook’s head brewer Shandy Gargan, try the
special release beers being
brewed by the Riders Brew
Co. and listen to some of your
favourite vinyl.
Escape the crowds at the wine
lounge and taste and buy estate
grown wines, enjoy the roving
musicians and dancers, taste the
wide array of food, and try all of
your favourites on tap.
Bring your picnic rug and invite
your friends.
It’s also a family friendly event
with entertainment for the young
ones including pony rides, face
painting and story-telling.
Kellybrook Cider Festival is May
6 & 7 2017 from 11am to 5pm
Price is $20 Adults and kids
are free
Tickets can be purchased online via www.kellybrookwinery.
com.au or at the gate.
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buzz about town
Event:

Nature Playgroup with Maddison
Vernon
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Fridays during school terms
Time:
10:30am – 12pm
Contact: www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
admin@wnh.org.au or
9844 1839
Event:

Wicking Bed Workshop with Caitlin
Comrie
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Saturday May 6
Time:
11am – 1pm
Cost:
FREE
Contact: www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
admin@wnh.org.au or
9844 1839
Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Contact:

Parent & Child exercise (NIA)
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Every Wednesday during school terms
9:15am – 10:15am
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
admin@wnh.org.au or
9844 1839

Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Contact:

Photography with Ron Furher
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Starts Monday May 1
11.00am – 2.00pm
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
admin@wnh.org.au or
9844 1839

Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Contact:

Playgroup 0-5 years
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Thursdays during school terms
9:30am – 11:30am
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
admin@wnh.org.au or
9844 1839

Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Contact:

WNH Film Society, presents Tim
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Friday April 21
7pm for a 7:30pm start
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or admin@wnh.org.au or
9844 1839

Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Cost:

Waves to the Depths
Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
Saturday April 22
Doors open 7pm for 7:30pm start.
$25 full, $20 concession, $10 under 18,
under 7 no charge. $60 family. Bookings
advised .
Contact: 0401 167 223
warrandytemusic@gmail.com

finance
By WARREN STRYBOSCH

Info:
Piano recital with concert Danaë Killian. In her performance she couples Melbourne
composer Eve Duncan’s two solo piano works
with two late Beethoven masterpieces of sublime
lyricism and steadfast spiritual resolve.
Event:
Place:

Community Centre Garden Tour
Warrandyte Community Centre 168-178
Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Sunday April 23
Time:
2pm
Info:
A tour by Bev Hanson, designer of the
Warrandyte Community Centre Garden. This will
be followed by afternoon tea at Hanson’s. 104
Webb Street, Warrandyte
Event:
Place:

The Scrims – Sunday Sessions
Kellybrook Winery, Fulford Road, Wonga Park
When: Sunday April 20
Time:
1:30pm – 4pm
Cost:
Free
Info:
Come along and enjoy the wonderful
sounds of The Scrims
Event:
Place:
When:
Time:
Contact:

Planting with ACCA
Gold Memorial Rd car park
Sunday May 17
1pm – 3pm
Fritz 0439 443 703
for catering purposes.
Info:
Come along and give nature a hand.
Tools will be provided. Sturdy shoes and weather
gear is recommended.
Event:

AGM of the Warrandyte Mechanics
Institute and Arts Association Inc
Place: Mechanics Institute Hall, Yarra St
When: Monday May 22
Time:
8pm
Contact: www.warrandytehallarts.asn.au or ring
secretary Pat Anderson: 9844 3442
Info:
The Warrandyte Arts Association and
its various groups (theatre, pottery, craft, music,
painting) aim to foster the arts in the community
of Warrandyte as well as maintaining the hall for
use by the community. We welcome new members and those with new ideas who are keen to
further these goals.
Event:

Yarra Valley View Club
Lunches
Place: Chirnside Park Country Club
When: Tuesday May 2
Guest speaker Rohan
Thornton from the CFA
When: Tuesday May 30
Guest speakers Reg Sheil and Warren
Sparrow
Pilots from Angel Flights
Time:
12pm
Contact: Bookings essential on
0438 625 556 or 0409 403 968
Visitors Welcome

EASTER CHURCH SERVICES
ANGLICAN 0423093967
Good Friday 9am, Easter Sunday 10am.
UNITING 98440674
Good Friday 9am, Easter Sunday 10:15am.
COMMUNITY 98444148
Good Friday 9am, Easter Sunday 10am.

CATHOLIC 98761509
Good Friday 3pm Warrandyte,
Easter Saturday 7pm Park Orchards,
Easter Sunday 10.30am Park Orchards
COMBINED CHURCHES
Stations of the Cross.
Good Friday 10:30am at Stiggants Reserve.

What is really in a name?

IN THIS column, I am going to discuss some of the points that were
raised by one of our local accountants in response to my February
column.

registered financial planner, but simply an accountant providing limited
advice in certain areas — such as
superannuation — as an authorised
representative of an AFSL.

I made the point that all accountants must now be financial planners
if they wish to provide personal
advice in relation to Self Managed Super Fund (SMSF) advice, retirement
planning advice, insurance advice,
and so on.
Accountants are no longer exempt
from the licensing requirements and
must have the appropriate qualifications, for example: a minimum of
RG146 accreditation and either be
an “Authorised Representative”(AR)
of an Australian Financial Service
Licence (AFSL) or have their own
AFSL if they wish to provide financial
planning.
When I originally used the term
financial planner and stated that
anyone who provides advice in this
area must be a registered financial
planner, — i.e. an accountant — it
was because it made sense to do so.
I used the term to encompass all
professionals who hold an AR or
have their own AFSL and who provide financial planning advice, so
that the readers would understand
what I was talking about.
A local accountant disagreed, and
made the point that he was not a

Currently there is no law stipulating anyone holding an AR and
providing financial planning advice
must be labelled a financial planner
or financial adviser.
However, I cannot imagine many
professionals trying to explain to
their clients that they are an authorised representative of an AFSL
and hoping that their client would
understand what that means and
what services they provide under
that title.
We use labels to best describe the
industry/profession we are in or the
work that we do; those who have
financial planning qualifications and
provide financial planning services/
advice should accept that they are
considered financial planners or at
the very least state that they provide
financial planning services.
If they do not then it leads to confusion amongst consumers.
Let’s just call it what it is; a rose is
a rose and someone who provides
financial planning services is a financial planner.
I do give full credit to those accountants who have obtained their
financial planning qualifications and

taken the necessary steps to be able
to provide advice in this area.
Not everyone has which leads into
the next point the local accountant
made.
In the letter the local accountant
said: “Many accountants have taken
up this opportunity to become an
AR”, he was referring to accountants
who use to provide advice to SMSF
clients and continue to do so.
Unfortunately this statement is
incorrect as highlighted in ASIC’s
report released last year (16-220MR),
stating that the number of accountants who obtained an AR or their
own AFLS was so low it was disturbing — only 317 had been granted a
licence.
Another statement the accountant
made was that accountants who
held an AR could provide advice in
the area of “limited recourse borrowing arrangements”.
However, to be able to provide
advice around limited recourse
arrangements requires the person
providing the advice to hold a Credit
Licence or be a Credit Authorised
Representative.After years of repeated warnings, many accountants
have not made any attempt to obtain
the necessary qualifications or licenses to continue to provide advice
to their SMSF clients — even though
they still do.
ASIC has informed all accountants

that their time has run out and
action will now be taken. ASIC has
announced they will be investigating those professionals who now
provide SMSF advice to determine if
that advice was appropriate, whether there were adequate disclosures
made, and if the required documents
were supplied to the client.
ASIC has even mooted that they
will also be reviewing advice provided in the past to determine if
that advice was appropriate and
if the person who provided that
advice was licensed to do so.Our
local accountant has done the right
thing and is able to provide limited
financial planning advice as per his
licensee’s requirements.
I hope he does not mind if I refer
to him as an accountant who also
provides financial planning advice or
as someone who offers accounting
and financial planning services.
What I won’t be doing, even
thought it is correctly noted in his
signature, is referring to him as an
accountant who is also an Authroised Representative of an Australian Financial Services Licensee able
to provide limited product advice.
Anyone providing financial advice,
in my book, is a financial planner/
adviser regardless if they like to be
called one or not.
Remember, if you don’t know if the
person can provide advice or what
areas they can provide advice in,

go to the ASIC website and search
the Professional Registers and/or
the Money Smart financial adviser
register.
Warren Strybosch is a local who
has been providing advice for over
15 years, lectures and has written
financial planning courses.
He is married to Joanna, and they
have three lovely children.
This information is of a general nature
only and has been prepared without
taking into account your particular
financial needs, circumstances and
objectives. While every effort has been
made to ensure the accuracy of the information, it is not guaranteed.You should
obtain professional advice before acting
on the information contained in this
publication. Superannuation, tax and
Centrelink and other relevant information is based on our interpretation and
continuation of law current as at the
date of this document. The information
contained in this document does not
constitute legal or tax advice.You should
seek expert advice in this regard.Warren
Strybosch, Find Wealth Pty Limtied ABN
20 140 585 075, Corporate Authorised
Representative No.236815 of ClearView
Financial Advice Pty Ltd ABN 89 133
593 012, AFSL No. 331367. Find Mortgage Pty Limited ABN 66613 272 932.
Corporate Authorized Representative
(No: 491592) of Connective Credit
Services (ACL No 389328). Find Accountant Pty Limited ABN 57613578779.
Tax Agent No: 25488732
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Remembering the Twenty Men
By DOREEN CHARLWOOD
BURGE

I WROTE the following article on
September 6, 2015 – my father’s
birthday.
He would have been 101 that day.
My father, the late Don Charlwood,
was a Warrandyte resident and
regular contributor to the Warrandyte Diary.
He joined the RAAF during WWII,
going on to Bomber Command after
his navigator training in Australia
and Canada.
Dad completed a tour of 30 operations from Elsham Wolds in Lincolnshire, England on April 9, 1943,
and later wrote two books on his
wartime experiences — No Moon
Tonight and Journeys into Night.
He also wrote a number of ar ticles on the same subject for the
Diary.
My sisters, brother and I grew up
hearing of the ‘Twenty Men’ with
whom Dad trained under the Empire
Air Training Scheme in Edmonton,
Canada.
Of these 20 Australians who completed training only seven survived
the War, one of those spending most
of the war as a prisoner.
The names of those lost were a
constant in our family — Johnny
Gordon, Max Bryant, Keith Webber,
Bill Charlton — as were those who
completed vast numbers of ops and
survived, against all odds — Tib
Barker, Blue Freeman and Harry
Wright.
But the one whose loss seemed to
cast the biggest shadow was Max
Bryant.
Don Charlwood met Nell East
when Max accepted an invitation
from Nell’s Australian mother for
two Aussies to have supper at their
Edmonton home.
Nell and her girlfriend Billie soon
made a regular foursome with Don
and Max, romance blossoming between Nell and Don, ably facilitated
and abetted by ‘Nellie’s champion’,
Max.
Max was considerably younger
than Don.
Born in 1923 he was a similar age
to Don’s brothers, so Don assumed a
big-brotherly role in the relationship
and an admiration for Max’s good
nature and considerable intellect.
Max had been dux of his rural
New South Wales high school and
was studying law before joining the
RAAF.
Don and Max were flying partners
during their training and when Don’s
studies began to suffer due to his
attentions to and from Nell, Max
became a de facto tutor, helping Don
through the course.
Max and Nell’s mother joined in
secretly facilitating a couple of illicit meetings between Nell and Don
(Dad always strenuously affirmed
that these meetings were “above
board”!).
Max joined Don at 103 Squadron,
Elsham Wolds, completing 20 ops as
a navigator.
Don was delighted that Max had
become romantically involved with
a local girl.
To quote from Journeys into Night:
Lay’s crew returned from leave next
evening. Max had had one of those
breaks that made return to ops seem
hideous by contrast. He had gone
back to Lichfield where he had a Land
Army girlfriend. His days had gone
helping her on a farm:
[from Max’s diary]:
It was very pleasant to be
working in sunlight and, more
especially, in such charming
company. We took a few minutes
off here and there to sit in
the sun, steal a kiss or two
… England on sunny days has
a beauty which seems to catch
you by the throat, so intense
is it …
His sixth day brought the inevitable
parting:
The train came, stopped and I
hopped in. A whistle, a long kiss —
and Brenda was gone again. I could
not help thinking as I watched her

grow smaller, ‘Shall I see you in six
weeks, or never.’
And further on in Journeys into
Night:
During the period of evening fogs
Lay’s crew [of which Max was navigator] came back from leave. There
was soon unanticipated news for them
that I viewed with forebodings: they
had been posted to Pathfinders. All
through his Air Force life, Max Bryant
had been a young enthusiast—articulate, dedicated, personable. This and
the fact that he was commissioned,
meant he was bound to be noticed by
senior officers. These things, probably
more than any other crew factor, led
to the sudden change in their fortunes.
[Max wrote on March 21]:
About 11 a.m. Ken gave me a
great shock; we were posted to
Pathfinders without any choice
at all. This was a blow to all
of us, as we had settled down
in Elsham and came to like
the place. To me especially
it was a bitter pill, for it
meant leaving Don after seven
short weeks and moving right
down south out of 1 Group.
The Wingco had conveniently
absented himself and there was
nothing we could do about it.
Then, on his 24th op, Max was lost.
To quote again from Journeys into
Night:
On June 12 a telegram came from
Harry Wright. One word hit me at
a glance: ‘Max’, then ‘missing’. The
brightness drained from the day.
The crew’s Lancaster was shot
down on June 11, 1943 over the IJsselmeer in the Netherlands, en route
to the target at Munster.
Six days later Max’s body was
found by a man and his son, washed
up on the dike near the village of Urk.
He was initially buried in the little
Urk cemetery, then after the war
(around 1948) his body was moved
to the Amsterdam New Eastern
Cemetery.
Don and Nell’s sorrow was such
that they planned to call their firstborn child Max, if it were a son.
In 1957 my parents took their three
daughters, (with me as only a oneyear-old) to the UK, the Netherlands,
Germany and Switzerland, soon after
No Moon Tonight was published.
We did not visit Max’s grave and
it is one of the few things I wish I
could now ask Dad — did he know
at that time the whereabouts of
Max’s grave?
I can hardly believe he would not
have visited it had he known.
In much later years Dad was
contacted by Dick van Zomeren of
Weesp, a suburb of Amsterdam.
After reading No Moon Tonight,
Dick and his wife Marja began looking after Max’s grave in the most
beautiful surroundings of the New
Eastern Cemetery.
Dick and Marja visited Mum and
Dad in Warrandyte and kept in regular contact, often sending photos of
the simple white headstone.
The year after Dad’s death in June
2012 I published a new edition of
Journeys into Night.
I found working on it an intensely
emotional experience, having just
lost Dad then reading again of the
loss of many wonderful young men,
so full of potential, and thinking of
how this must have impacted their
families and Dad.
So when my husband and I were
planning a trip to the Western Front
in 2015 we decided to visit Dick and
Marja first and pay our respects at
Max’s grave on behalf of Dad.
We arrived at Weesp on what would
have been Dad’s 100th birthday.
Dad’s 96-year-old brother rang me
that day to say how much our pilgrimage to Max’s grave would have
meant to Dad.
Little did we anticipate the emotions our visit would bring to the
surface!
My husband was affected before
I was, explaining tearfully what he
felt he owed Max — that I wouldn’t
have existed without Max and his
acceptance of an invitation that led

Flying Officer R.M. “Max” Bryant

to my parents meeting.
Thinking of this, and of Max’s
championing of Mum, and of the
huge distance from home that this
22-year-old’s body had lain for 72
years, I too shed tears.
Realising just what it meant to us,
Dick and Marja then drove us to
Urk on the IJsselmeer, so we could
see the vastness of this waterway,
its surrounding dike and the lovely
churchyard cemetery where Max’s
body was initially interred.
A few months before Max’s death,
Dora East, Nell’s Australian mother
living in Canada, received a letter
from his mother, thanking Dora for
looking after her son while he was
in Canada.
This letter remained in Mum and
Dad’s possession until we recently
donated it, along with Dad’s letters
to Mum, his diaries and logbook,
to the Australian War Memorial in
Canberra.
To read the letter is to be hit with a
sense of the grief Max’s mother and
his family must have felt on the loss
of their bright and lively boy:
“Max had never been away from
home for more than a few weeks
so I think he would have been
very homesick if you had not
taken him into your home and
made him feel as though he was
one of you and not a stranger
in a strange land”.
My thanks to Dick van Zomeren and
Rob Davis for their assistance with
this article.

ANZAC APPEAL RAISING VITAL
FUNDS FOR OUR HEROES
THE RSL has rolled out its 2017
Anzac Appeal, with volunteers
ready to sell thousands of badges
across the state.
John Pearson, President, Warrandyte Sub branch, is confident the
local community will once again dig
deap and generously support the
RSL’s annual Anzac Appeal.
“Our RSL volunteers, from all
walks of life, are ready to offer a
variety of Anzac Appeal badges,
including a special badge to commemorate the last great charge
of the Australian Light Horse at
Beersheba in 1917,” he said.
The Anzac Appeal continues to
grow in momentum with Victorians
always eager to purchase a badge.
“All our dedicated volunteers, often veterans, are determined to get
into the community and not only
sell Anzac Appeal badges, but to
share their stories and experiences.
“It is a wonderful time for our
community to come together
and pay respects to our past and
present servicemen and women,”
he said
According to RSL Victoria’s Appeals Manager, Peter Smith: “The
funds raised through the RSL’s
Anzac Appeal enable us to deliver
much needed assistance to those
men and women who have served

our country and who now need our
support,”he said.
Funds from the Anzac Appeal
go to a variety of services and
programs for veterans who need
help and is tailored to their individual needs and circumstances,
including assistance with medical
bills, emergency home repairs,
food vouchers and relief from social
isolation.
“Providing premium welfare services is a top priority for RSL Victoria, and the Anzac Appeal makes
this happen,” Mr Smith said.
Each RSL Sub-Branch in Victoria
plays a vital role within their community and for many veterans, the
Sub-Branch is the social and welfare hub that they know and love.
“I encourage members of the
community to engage with their
local RSL, attend a commemorative Anzac service and to show that
they care by buying and wearing an
Anzac Appeal badge with pride this
April,” said Mr Smith.
You can purchase an Anzac
Appeal badge from Warrandyte
RSL Sub-Branch or from volunteer
collectors. Anzac Appeal badges
are also available at Woolworths,
and Officeworks from early April.
You can also donate online at
www.anzacappeal.com.au
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Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

Tired muscles? Sore joints??
With the year well underway, your body may be in need of a
little attention. Whether it is preparing for the winter preseason or summer ﬁnals, pop into Warrandyte Osteopathy
and let us help you!
We treat everything from head and neck pain right down to
foot and toe problems.

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko
Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast
Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

We are open 6 days a week, so either call us on 9844 2465,
go online to melbourneosteopathy.org and follow the
prompts.

Shop 2, 90-92
Melbourne Hill Road
Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Meet Fida
Paramedic, community volunteer.
Victoria is a special place. We have
freedoms many only dream of, like the
ability to be yourself. And when you’ve got
something to say, you can, because one law
respects us alland one law protects us all.
We’re all Victorian and it’s up to all
of us to contribute and belong.
See her story and share yours.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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New Principal at WPS
By SANDI MILLER

Crazy hair day

WARRANDYTE Primary School has
appointed a new Principal to replace
Gill Binger who retired last year.
School Council President Carolyn
Curnow announced the appointment
of Mr Craig Crouch in a letter to the
school community late last month.
“Craig brings with him extensive
experience as an Assistant Principal,
Acting Principal and Leading Teacher
at Mont Albert Primary School and is
very excited about the opportunity
to lead Warrandyte Primary School,”
she said.
Rick Griffiths has been acting in the
position since Ms Binger’s retirement
and will now return to the classroom
to teach grade six.
“I would like to thank and acknowledge the tremendous amount of work
our Acting Principal, Rick Griffiths
has put into our school over the past
three terms.
“Rick has managed to step into a
very demanding position with enthusiasm, commitment and openness
— thank you Rick” said Ms Curnow.
Mr Crouch will take up the position
at the beginning of term two later
in April.
By TAMARA BROWN

ANDERSON’S Creek Primary School’s
Junior School Council (JSC) conducted their first official event for the year.
Crazy Hair Day was run to support
the Leukaemia Foundation’s World’s
Greatest Shave.
The JSC has expressed its gratitude
and acknowledges the courage of
Layne (grade three) and Asha (grade
five) who took the initiative to participate and raise funds for this worthy
event.
The girls independently raised over
$3133 — a magnificent effort!
Layne had grown her hair specifically so she could cut off 40cm
and donate the hair to Variety who
help Aussie kids facing a range of
challenges.
Layne’s hair donation will support
the Wigs for Kids Program; her hair
will be sent to a specialised wig maker
to make a wig for a child who has lost

their hair through illness.
Ms Brown (grade three teacher) and
Ms Dyos (principal) had the nervous
pleasure of cutting Layne’s hair.
Asha was brave and went for a number one shave.
Asha asked her teacher Ms Manser
(grade five teacher) to shave her hair.
Ms Manser was both excited and
proud and brushed up on her hair
dressing techniques especially for
the occasion.
Congratulations to Layne and Asha
for initiating and following through
with this courageous and selfless act.
The school raised $423 through gold
coin donations.
The JSC expressed their thanks to
all students and staff that participated
in the event.
It was a fantastic day filled with
wonderful wigs, hilarious hair and
silly hair styles.

Those kids are a brainy bunch
By TRACEY MAILE

THERE were brains everywhere at
Warrandyte Primary School last
month, when students in Grades
three and four had the opportunity
to come to grips with the dissection
of sheep’s brains as part of their
science and technology program.
The school is lucky enough to have
a trained science specialist teacher
on staff, Jenny McDonell, who coordinates the science program across
all year levels.
“Science captures kids’ natural curiosity, it helps to explain the world
around them and gives them the opportunity to act like real scientists,”
Ms McDonell told the Diary.

“Children naturally want to explore
and investigate and be able to draw
meaningful conclusions.”
The dissection was part of a unit
of study looking at the functions of
different areas of the brain, and how
brain construction relates to the way
we learn.
“The kids learnt about the colour
of the brain, its construction and the
way it has gyrations.
“The small size of the sheep’s brain
surprised them and the parts of the
brain were really obvious once the
dissection started.
“Students were fascinated by the
way the hemispheres of the brain
are joined, the brain stem and cer-

ebellum were very distinctive,” said
Ms McDonell
Grade four student Emile thought
that the hands on approach was a
great way to learn.
“We got to feel the brain and dissect it ourselves — nobody had to
do it if they didn’t want to, but pretty
much everybody wanted to have a
go,” he said.
Another Grade four student, Emily, told the Diary that after making
a model of neuron in class, it was
interesting to see what a real brain
looked like inside.
And how did it feel?
“Well, it was kind of knobbly, but
it was really interesting,” she said.

Something for everyone
Our op shop is a true reflection of Warrandyte’s generosity.
We receive donations of top designer clothing and
accessories such as Ellery, Lisa Ho & Alexander McQueen...
and stunning vintage porcelain and glassware. Our book
section has seen 1st edition collectables dating to 1865!
Something for everyone at our lovely little shop.

Please contact our president Jenni Dean 0401 963 583 if you are
able to assist us in continuing our valuable community work.
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garden
By KATHY GARDINER

THERE is something so absolutely
delightful about seeing children
play outside in nature, creating
worlds and games together, using
just the things they can find around
them — branches, sticks, feathers,
rocks, water, and being totally
enthralled for hours.
Whether it be on our own properties, at school or kinder with the
garden programs that are running,
on the weekends with loved ones
and carers, kids in the garden is so
wonderful in Warrandyte.
Mind you it isn’t that bad for adults
either.
Recently I purchased a tee pee.
Lying separated from the bushland
of Warrandyte by a mere piece of
canvas offers solitude and peacefulness which we all need from time
to time.
On waking in the night with nature
calling (in more ways than one),
I pulled back the flap to see, and
disturb, two samba deer less than
three metres away.
In the morning, I found my little
canvas haven surrounded by kangaroos.
All of this less than 40 minutes from
the city of Melbourne.
Sleeping outside with your kids is a
wonderful experience, but if you are
unable to camp out under the stars,
how about some Autumn planting
instead.
Learning about the circle of life
It is a rewarding experience helping
your children plant new plants and
vegetables in your garden beds, or
in old cane baskets, in boxes or in
teapots, and watch them enjoy the
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Preparing for the cooler seasons
wonderment of growing some plants
from seed or seedlings.
The schools and kindergartens are
right on top of this now.
Local schools have all got vegetables growing.
The “Stephanie Alexander Garden”
program has a lot to answer for,
and the parents helping with this
are instilling something beautiful
in the kids.
I have seen prep kids at Warrandyte Primary walking with watering
cans at lunch time.
Chickens meander between kids
playing a mean game of soccer or
basketball in the school grounds.
It is so wonderful to see how much
they now know about gardening.
I am sure if you asked them over
dinner they would love to discuss
the antics of the chickens.
Autumn in your garden
Crops to be harvested in April include beetroot, broccoli, cabbages,
capsicum, cos lettuce, cucumbers,
peas, pumpkin and snow peas.
In some gardens tomatoes are still
being harvested.
This weekend I am involved in a
family “Passata Making” day, a million tomatoes, bottles, and jars are
being organised as we speak.
The council runs a number of free
courses for the avid or lay gardener,
I recently attended a presentation
by the wonderful Karen Sutherland
on garden food forest design and
elements of permaculture.
A full room of likeminded curious
and keen gardeners.
All these courses can be found in
your Manningham Matters magazine
that is delivered to your letterbox.

Autumn at Warran Glen
HOME GROUND
ADVANTAGE

By JAMES MARRAFFA

AUTUMN is a great time to be in the
garden, and to visit us at Warran
Glen.
Our gardens are on show with
spectacular autumn foliage on our
deciduous trees.
Autumn is one of the best times for
planting trees and shrubs, they will
settle-in before the winter and be
well on their way for spring.
Now is the time to plant your winter colour like pansies and violas.
Cyclamen are a must for colour
in the garden at this time of the
year, which bloom till the end of
spring-early summer.
Do not forget to get your Rapid
Soak down to help the rain penetrate
the dried-out summer soils.
We also have a great range of
indoor plants to help bring the outdoors, indoors.

Our team of horticulturists have
over 60 years of knowledge between
them and are always here to help
with gardening advice.
We frequently hold garden talks for
groups, which is a great way to gain
from our collective experience as
well as a great place to have lunch
afterwards.
Book your group talk and luncheon
call us on: 9844 3027.
If you have ever seen something
at Warran Glen and thought:”how
would I get that home?” no worries
we deliver.
Our delivery drivers are all qualified horticulturists who are more
than happy to give you some gardening tips while they are at your home.
As a special offer for autumn we
would like to offer free delivery for
all readers of The Diary in the Warrandyte area.
What’s on at Warran Glen
Our gift shop is jam packed with
great gifts take advantage of prices
that will not be repeated 25% of everything in our gift shop until 15th
April 2017.
Join us for your Easter celebrations: Warran Glen Café will be open
from midday Good Friday and all
Easter Weekend.

This month enjoy the Autumn foliage as the trees, berries and fruits
change colour.
Birds will be flocking to your gardens to gorge themselves on the
culinary delights of Mother Nature.
Now is the time to visit nurseries
and have a look at Autumn deciduous trees so you can choose one
with its leaves on before they “turn”.
They will need to be planted in
Winter which is not far away but you
don’t want to plant a stick without
having seen it in its Autumn glory.
So buy now and plant in a couple
of months time. manchurian pears,
dogwoods, gingkoes, liquidambers,
Japanese maples, crepe myrtles will
all be changing colour now.
Berberis is another great plant
changing colour now.
It is about a metre high with thorns
so not a great plant for where the
kids play or where you walk past but
a great plant for a place where you
want to protect something.
Good for keeping dogs, kids and
sometimes deer out of the garden
beds.
Maybe try planting a quince tree
or pomegranate.
Now is the time to revitalise your
lawn by sprinkling around some
lawn seed and fertilizer if it has
suffered over the summer.
Make sure you rake the soil so the
seeds have room to spread their
roots and grow down deep and
easily.
I often rake new soil to fill up any
patches left bare.
Keep watering, hopefully Mother
Nature will assist you in this but she
is not always on hand.
Instant turf is another option —

maybe think about getting rid of
sections of lawn all together and try
a gravel garden instead.
A great reference book to look at is
Beth Chattos Gravel Garden.
Gravel gardens are great for fire
retardant areas around the house
and as long as you spread the gravel deep enough you will have less
weeds than lawn.
Lots of wonderful plants thrive in
the gravel garden.
Succulents (of course) but also
sedums, gauras, euphorbias, thyme,
cistus, alliuns, acanthus, hebes,
yuccas, lavenders, clematis, hellebores, geraniums and cytisus all do
very well.
Now is a great time to plant some
bulbs with the kids.
Old fashioned and much loved
freesias with their gorgeous aroma,
daffodils, grape hyacinths, liliums,
hyacinths. tulips, snow drops.
Use a good quality potting mix and
plant the bulbs close together for a
beautiful display. Think of some novel new planters rather than just pots.
Maybe you have an old wheelbarrow lying around to fill with bulbs
or maybe just an old pair of hiking
boots that could be filled with
freesias.
Now is the time to fertilise camellias, azaleas, daphne and rhododendrons with complete plant food.
This can be bought in big bags
from the local nurseries but you
can also purchase little “pots” for a
couple of dollars from IGA.
Often this is an easier task and
more time efficient.
Bring home a container with the
groceries and spend a few minutes
looking at new changes in the garden

and throw around the fertiliser with
gay abandon.
It is easier than trying to manhandle a 20kg bag of the stuff.
Do not lose heart that the summer
vegetables have come to an end.
Tomatoes might still be fruiting as
everything seems a little later this
year but pull out old spent plants
and pop them in the compost.
Check they are fungal disease free.
If there is any sign of disease throw
in the garbage instead. (don’t want
to transfer disease to the soil for
next season).
Plant cauliflower, cabbage and
broccoli seedlings now.
I planted mine today and there
were so many new varieties to be
had — maybe try something different.
Make sure you keep the water up
to them and feed them heavily as
they are hungry plants, manure,
complete fertiliser, blood and bone
should keep them happy.
Today I also took cuttings of the
lavenders, salvias, oregano and
penstemons.
There are still some warm days of
Autumn to come.
If you pop them in a pot now you
might just strike them before winter
sets in and have a new crop of “free”
plants for Spring.
Autumn days in the garden are a
blessing.
Remember to look at our Facebook
and Instagram pages called “Warrandyte Garden” there is over 600 locals
ready to show you their gardens,
problems, successes and garden joy
in photos and post.
A garden brings a community
together.

Planning for a fire-wise garden
By SANDI MILLER

A NEW initiative by the CFA,
Manningham Council, Friends of
Warrandyte State Park (FOWSP)
and the WCA aims to show ways
to protect your property from
bushfire by using fire resistant
plants and non-flammable mulches around your garden.
The Firewise Garden Display
is a new installation around the
Taffy Jones Memorial and Federation Playground on Yarra Street.
The garden was officially
opened on March 19 by Mayor of
Manningham Michelle Kleinert
and features a selection of landscaping ideas and fire resistant
plants.
“This is a really practical way
of people getting fire wise and to
discover how to reduce bushfire
risk in fire prone areas,” she said.
Signage around the garden
gives advice on design, plant
selection and the use of landscaping to reduce fire risk.
Your home’s safety may be compromised by the choice of plants
and inappropriate landscaping.
Creating a defendable space
around your home does not mean

Whether you’re after gift ideas, quality plants and trees or a
tempting meal, you’ll find Warran Glen is the perfect destination.
Enjoy an appetising selection of food, great coffee, a stroll through
the gardens and a packed gift shop. www.warranglen.com.au

Warran Glen A perfect destination any day.

surrounding yourself with concrete, using four simple design
principals can greatly reduce
your risk of ember attack:
Using low flammable materials
and plants and taking advantage
of landscaping features such as
swimming pools, walls, walkways
and water tanks.
Using non-flammable mulches
and plants around the immediate perimeter of your home to
prevent flame contact with the

Gift Shop
25% SALE

building, plant trees away from
your house and run paths alongside buildings and use pot-plants
which can be moved away from
the building during summer.
Fire requires fuel continuity to
spread, creating group plantings
surrounded by low fuel areas reduces the ability for fire to travel.
Carefully select, locate and
maintain trees around your property so they can be used as wind
breaks, to absorb heat and filter
embers.
Plants for the display were
obtained from FOWPS who have
a range of fire-wise plants available for sale at their Pound Bend
nursery.
The fire-wise garden will also
feature a plaque dedicated to the
memory of Alan Alder who dedicated his life to protecting Warrandyte as a member of the SES
and numerous other community
groups.
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
plan-prepare/
landscaping/
www.fowsp.org.au

373
Warrandyte Rd
Warrandyte
(Corner Jumping
Creek Rd)
Garden Centre
9844 3027
Café
9844 1322
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In search of George
By JOCK MACNEISH

Travel like a local
Carolyn, I want to understand and experience
more about the local life
and culture of the places
I travel.
Do you have any recommendations? Jenny, North Warrandyte
This is a great question
and one I wish more people
would ask.
By focusing on local life
you are able to spread your tourist
dollars where they are needed most
and encourage cultural exchange.
It is beneficial to you as the traveller and to the local communities
you are travelling in.
There are numerous ways to add
a touch of local flare to all aspects
of travel, including accommodation,
transport and activities.
Firstly, going local means getting
around as the locals do; take a public bus, hop on a bicycle or use your
own two feet — indeed, what could
be more eco-friendly than taking a
walking tour?
Reduce your carbon travel footprint and discover the local neighbourhoods and backstreets that you
would miss in a taxi or tour bus.
One of the easiest ways to go local
and understand more about traditions and culture is to seek out the
top foodie spots in town.
Street food and local markets
are a great start and you’ll know
what’s good simply by observing
the crowds.
It’s such an easy way to learn
about new cuisines and you’ll be
supporting small businesses at the
same time.
It is these hard-working locals who
deserve your hard-earned travel
dollar the most.
To truly understand the local culture and way of life, it is important
to get a broad perspective.
This is why I would encourage you
to get out of the city when you travel
and visit smaller destinations.
Venturing into the countryside
and finding local life experiences
there, by eating in local restaurants
or staying with a family, distributes
wealth more evenly and highlights
the country and culture as a whole.
Life is also a lot calmer and quieter
outside of the cities, which is a great
change of pace for weary travellers.
Carolyn Allen is Manager of Warrandyte Travel and Cruise.
Email: carolyn@warrandytetravel.
com.au

DID you know that George
Orwell was a biker?
Do you know that his
motorbike is supposed to
be just where he left it, in a
clump of bushes on the Isle
of Jura?
Would you like to go and
track it down?
I had returned to Scotland to visit
Clan Macneish, and my two motorcycling brothers Donald and Iain
were keen to show me around.
A cartoonist can get overly attached to his drawing board, and
the chance of a bike tour with a
“quest-for-the-holy-motorbike” was
too good to miss.
Orwell had left London to live on
Jura in 1945.
He retreated to an abandoned
farmhouse called Barnhill to write
1984.
He would have had few interruptions.
Barnhill is a remote and isolated
building, 10 kilometres from the
nearest neighbour and 40 kilometres from Craighouse, the one village on the island.
Orwell’s only transport was his
motorbike and I can assure you
he was some rider — just getting
there was an epic trip.
We set off from Clan headquarters, Lamlash village on the Isle of
Arran, my brothers on Don’s rare
Honda 650 four and myself astride
something even rarer, a borrowed,
brand-new BMW K75.
Now who, you may well ask,
lends anyone a brand-new BMW?
My brother-in-law, the remarkable
J. Stanley Anderson, that’s who.
May the world take note and pay
homage to such Highland generosity.
The first leg of the trip was a ferry crossing from Arran to the Mull
of Kintyre.
It was rough.
I was torn between spectacular
scenery, seasickness and worrying
about the bike falling over.
I huddled beside the bike and
watched it rocking gently on its
forks.
We both survived.
The short ride, and the next ferry
trip to the Isle of Islay was smooth.
Too smooth.
The ferry’s steel plate floor,
soaked in diesel oil and sprayed
with salt water made an extremely
smooth surface for the motorcycle

tyre.
The extra weight of all the camping gear on the back of the bike
was all that saved me from embarrassment.
We camped that night on the
beach, I encouraged damp driftwood into a campfire using refined
motor spirit, while Don and Iain
encouraged each other with the
distilled variety.
There was a lot of laughter.
We visited the local pub for fresh
supplies.
A chart on the pub wall showed
Islay’s coastline decorated with
hundreds of shipwrecks, listing the
year of impact and number of lives
lost.
It made the roads seem suddenly
a healthier place to be.
Riding back to the campsite,
glowing with inner warmth, I came
across an unhealthy phenomenon
in the middle of the road.
Grass.
Yes, grass.
The green stuff, quite common
really.
It’s just that I wasn’t expecting it
to be growing in the middle of the
bitumen.
It did terrible things to the front
wheel when my thoughts and
my bike went drifting out on the
sweeping curves.
It took longer than normal to fall
asleep that night.
The morning brought the final
ferry trip from Islay across to Jura,
and I started to get that “this is the
place” feeling.
We alighted on Jura at a place
with no name, just a pier and a
road.
The road is not easy to recognise.
The black-faced sheep certainly
don’t recognise it as a road.
They stand there, watching the
approaching motorbike with hesitant curiosity, but the idea of moving out of the way is slow to dawn.
When the penny finally drops,
they are apt to suddenly change
their minds about which direction
to run.
Left?
Right?
Left again?
Tense.
We negotiated our way to the village of Craighouse, but from there
the road gets progressively worse.
The weedy grass bit in the centre of the bitumen gets wider and
wider till the whole road is weedy
grass bit.
Then it turns into stony creekbed with lumps of slippery moss,
and finally peat bog with occasional boulders — about three quarters
of it is under water.
I wonder how Orwell had coped.
He learnt to ride with the British
police force in Burma, gaining
quite a reputation astride his huge
American motorbike.

UNCOVER THE TRUE ESSENCE OF VIETNAM
Follow the coast from Saigon to Hanoi on this 15 day journey through the country's cultural highlights.

from AUD1568.00 per person
Valid for travel before October 2017

INCLUDES:
•
3 nights in Ho Chi Minh City
•
4 nights in Hoi An Ancient Town
•
2 nights in Hue Imperial City
•
3 nights in Hanoi
•
Daily breakfast
•
2 night Halong Bay Cruise including all meals
•
All internal domestic flights, airport and road transfers

Conditions: All pricing is per person based on twin share, departing in September 2017. Single supplements apply.
Package begins in Ho Chi Minh City and concludes in Hanoi. Pricing correct as of 1 April 2017, however, it may be
withdrawn (or extended) at anytime without notice and seasonal surcharges apply. All package components are
subject to availability. For full terms and conditions please contact Warrandyte Travel.

APRIL 2017

Warrandyte Diary 29

Orwell’s lost motorbike

He rode the tracks that the locals claimed were “unfit for bullock-carts!”
However writing from Barnhill in
1945, Orwell described the road as
“Hell”.
Hell is what it was.
I loved it.
Yet out on that lonely road there
was also a feeling of desolation.
In the eighteenth century there
were 100,000 people living on
the island.
In Orwell’s time there were only
300.
Today, maybe less than half of
that.
When we arrived at the crest overlooking Barnhill it was a long time
before any of us felt like speaking.
The house sits at the head of a

narrow valley leading down to the
windswept Sound of Jura.
To the north, one of the largest
whirlpools in the world and to the
south the full power of the North
Atlantic.
A place that puts politics into perspective.
A place for writing 1984.
“If you had a bike that was difficult to start, where would you push
it to before giving up?”
We looked through the bushes
further down the valley.
At a point where what had been
the farm gave way to what was still
the bush, there was a lone alder
tree.
It was old and gnarled, and in the
bracken at its foot was George Orwell’s motorbike.

A man of words would have said
something fitting.
We could only manage gestures,
nods and an overwhelming sense of
occasion.
I knew: “This is the place”.
Of the bike there was not much
left.
Years of exposure to the salt air
had left only the engine, frame and
forks.
A major restoration project for
the devoted.
Our devotion was perhaps more
reverent.
We left it where it lay.
It was a Rudge 500, from the
1930’s, then an elegant street machine, but what we now call “agricultural”.
It would have been hard going on
that road, but I bet it was fun.
On the return trip, the heavens,
which had been kind, decided that
the party was over, and we arrived
back cold, tired, soaking wet and
very happy.
Later, we joked about my being
the eldest, brother Donald the
biggest and strongest, and Iain the
tallest.
Which one of us could claim to be
“Big Brother?”
All three of us certainly felt a
brotherhood with George Orwell,
having ridden the long lonely road
to Barnhill.

Diary Goes Global

ON a recent European vacation Paul and Bernadette Van der Zant
caught up with all the news back home whilst exploring the River
Maas on the Dutch/German border — by the way the cheese was
absolutely sensational!

Send your entries to info@warrandytediary.com.au with Diary
Goes Global in the subject line and be in the running to win a
weekend away at Crystal Brook Holiday Park.

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

The only place to stay in
a cabin, in a caravan or
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover
‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!
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WARRANDYTE bradley curtis painting &
ELECTRICIAN
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷
decorating
▲ Domestic
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Airconditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

Phone 9844 2135

Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Andrew John
Managing Director

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote
DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS CALL BRIONY 9844 0555

Mowing

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS
Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-roofing & New Roofs
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Skylights & Whirlybirds

• Gutterguard & Leaks
• Rainwater Tanks
• Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D

Economical Repairs to:
TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,
Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops
Telephones:
Repairs, Advice, Cleanup
Moves, New Batteries
Virus Removal, Wi-Fi
Extra Phone Sockets
Broadband Installation
ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron

&

Gardening

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

All aspects of
gardening,
brushcutting,
chainsaw & odd jobs

NEIL CARTER

0408 592 795
or 5786 5666

0418 357 282

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

Anzac Day
services

Kerbside bin
collection and
opening hours
Bins will not be collected on Friday 14 April (Good Friday);
they will be collected the following day (Saturday 15 April).
Bins will not be collected on Tuesday 25 April (Anzac Day);
they will be collected the following day (Wednesday 26 April).
Bins for the remainder of that week will be
collected one day later than normal:

Public Art Incubator

Anzac Day is a time for
reflection and remembrance.
There are a number of services being held across the
Shire so why not come along to show your respect.

The Public Art Incubator program supports
professional contemporary artists to advance
their artistic practice through investigative
public art projects that interpret the
Nillumbik landscape.

ELTHAM
Tuesday 25 April
6am sharp (gather before 5.45am)
War Memorial, Main Road, Eltham

Artists are invited to work or exhibit
in-situ at one or more of the three
identified sites:

HURSTBRIDGE
Saturday 22 April
9am service
Corner Anzac Avenue and Heidelberg-Kinglake Road

• Wednesday bins will be collected Thursday
• Thursday bins will be collected Friday
• Friday bins will be collected Saturday
CIVIC CENTRE
Civic Drive, Greensborough
Friday 14 April

closed

Monday 17 April

closed

Tuesday 25 April

closed

DIAMOND CREEK
Tuesday 25 April
March at 10am from Commonwealth Bank,
Chute Street, Diamond Creek.
Service at 10.30am at Diamond Creek War Memorial,
Main Street, Diamond Creek.

• Hurstbridge Community Hub,
• Wadambuk St Andrews
Community Centre,
• Nillumbik Community Bus
Artists are invited to submit an
Expression of Interest that responds
to the Artist Brief and are strongly encouraged to
discuss their ideas with Council prior to submission.
Applications are open until 30 April. For more details
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/artincubator

Build a raingarden

RECYCLING & RECOVERY CENTRE
AND REUSE SHOP
290 Yan Yean Road, Plenty

Saturday 22 April, 2pm to 4.30pm

Friday 14 April

closed

Saturday 15 April

closed

Sunday 16 April

closed

Monday 17 April

closed

This practical session will cover the essentials
of how to plan, design and create your own
raingarden at home as we construct an infiltration
garden in one afternoon. The location of this activity
is in Panton Hill and the address will be supplied
to those who register closer to the date.
Register online www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

www.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

School Holidays at Edendale
Visit Edendale during the school holidays where kids
will be inspired by a great range of activities including
vegetable growing, worm farming, daily farm tours, and
making insect hotels for their home vegie patch.

@nillumbikshire

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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NELL CHARLWOOD

obituary
FORMER Warrandyte resident Nell Charlwood passed away at The Bays Aged Care
Facility in Hastings on March 22, aged 97
and 9 months.
A Thanksgiving and Celebration of her
life was held at the Warrandyte Mechanics
Institute Hall on Monday April 3.
Nell was the widow of author Don Charlwood, who contributed to the Warrandyte
Diary over many years.
She was born in Alberta, Canada in
1919, the daughter of a Canadian farmer
and an Australian nurse. Nell met Don in
Edmonton, Canada where he completed
RAAF training for WWII Bomber Command.
They married in Canada in 1944 after
Don completed a tour of 30 operations
over Europe.
Nell and Don moved to Warrandyte
from Templestowe in 1999, however, their
Warrandyte connections went back to the
1950s.
The house they built in Templestowe in
1952, labouring under the strong supervision of Nell’s father, had magnificent
stonework by Warrandyte stonemason
Ralph McAuley.
The Arnold and Beecham families
opened a network of close ties.
Nell and Don often spent New Year’s Eve
in Warrandyte singing Auld Lang Syne
on the pre-1955 bridge, attended music
functions and dinners at various homes,
and enjoyed many performances in the
Mechanics Hall — hence the choice of the
Hall as the venue for Nell’s farewell.
It was appropriate that the 2017 season
of the Follies was in full swing when Nell’s
farewell was held.
The sets for ‘The Open Book Follies’
perfectly captured a major part of Nell’s
life: books.
Nell trained in Canada as a primary
teacher, and returned to teaching in the
late 1950s in Australia.
In 1965 she set up a state-of-the-art
library at Manningham Primary School
in Lower Templestowe, which became
known for the originality of its displays and
success with reluctant readers.
Later in her career Nell lectured in school
librarianship at Melbourne State College
in Carlton.
Until late in life Nell had former students

recognise her and thank her for her wonderful training.
She once donned her old fur coat (a
remnant of Canadian winters), put a sign
around her neck and became Pooh Bear
for her students.
From 1954, Nell was typist and first critic
of Don’s writing.
She prepared all Don’s books on a typewriter until the late 1980s when she took
on use of a word processor.
This wasn’t a one-off job for each book.
Don made extensive hand-written corrections over many versions of the
triple-spaced manuscripts, which Nell
deciphered into the typewritten form.
Nell also authored her own memoirs,
relating her pioneering days on the Canadian Prairies.
In the 1990s Nell and Don set up Burgewood Books publishing to keep Don’s
books in print.
Nell’s innate organisational and promotional skills meant the business did its job
in making Don’s books available when they
might otherwise have gone out of print.
She was intensely proud of Don and his
writing and has left a legacy of beautifully
presented scrap books of each published
book.
After Nell’s retirement in 1984, she
became involved with the Warrandyte
Citizens Advice Bureau, based at the Old
Post Office.
She put her organisational skills to good
use there too and enjoyed the camaraderie
with her co-workers.
Nell frequented Mr Ginger’s café across
the road from the Old Post Office.
So began her love of a cappuccino and
lunch at various Warrandyte cafes and
the Bakery.
Until late in their lives Don and Nell could
be seen strolling the river path on their
own or with family, or enjoying time on
Probus walks and at the Bakery.
Nell’s ashes will join Don’s under a beautiful smooth-topped rock in the peace of
Andersons Creek Cemetery.
She has left four children, two of whom
are Warrandyte residents, and five grandchildren.
Farewell to an amazing mother, teacher
and friend.

(NEE EAST)
June 30 1919 – March 22 2017

Charter Bus from Warrandyte to Billanook daily
2017 College Tours
Saturday 6 May - Saturday Morning Tour
Thursday 22 June - School at Work Tour
Wednesday 2 August - School at Work Tour

An Independent, Co-educational School
in the tradition of the Uniting Church
Educating children from
Early Learning to Year 12

Reserve your spot now at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark
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Dream team’s last ride
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

WARRANDYTE Basketball Club have
produced some stellar teams and
outfits over the years, but the club
would be hard pressed to name a
more successful side than Ryan
Holloway’s band of ballers.
The U20 side has retained core
players Astan Ure, Chris Bollands
and Zeph Hilton for over six years,
while Aidan Ceh, Lachie Kershaw,
Aaron Klos and Nathan DeLacy have
all been stalwarts in a side that has
achieved an incredible amount of
success.
First coached by Matt Lane
— another Warrandyte Basketball old head — Holloway
took over the team around
five years ago and has become a basketball father to
the young players.
The team played together
for the last time in the recent
U20 Grand Final, as they will
age out and become ineligible
to play junior basketball next
season.
The side won an absolute
thriller in overtime against
Ivanhoe, taking home their
ninth title in just 11 seasons.
“We started off really slowly
and let them get a 15-20 point lead
within the first few minutes, but we
pulled it back in by half time, found
our rhythm and started knocking
down shots.
“In the second half we came out
pretty strong and had a ten-point
lead, but we let them back in with
some poor decisions, so it went to
overtime,” Holloway said.
Winning the game invariably came
down to work on the defensive end,
according to long-time player Chris
Bollands.
“Key was our ‘D’ for sure — they
have one player who was seriously
good, like a really genuinely good
player — he was the main reason
they got out to an early lead and
we had to switch up our defence,
doubling off screens and a lot of

rotational stuff,” Bollands said.
Certain players stepped up at critical times to ensure the team went
out in style, on both the offensive
and defensive end.
“Zeph came out in the second half
and decided this guy was done,
he’s always our lockdown defender;
Chris got eight points from tip-ins
that we thought he might have been
trying to rebound.
“Klossy and Lachie ran the show
on offence, between them they
scored half our points,” Holloway
said.

The team has made the Grand Final
in all 11 seasons they have played,
and lost only two, both to other
Warrandyte teams.
As well as previously mentioned
players, Darcy Trenfield, Callum
Langmaid, Josh Appleby and Liam
Ireland have also contributed strongly on the court, joining in at various
stages of the team’s miracle run.
“Warrandyte’s basically dominated
their age groups for years; they are
kind of past that team stage, they
are just a group of brothers, on and
off the court, they back each other
and are there for each other — it’s
something you don’t get with other
teams,” Holloway said.
Bollands agrees, and cites an
ability to accept mistakes as their
strongest attribute.
“If someone stuffs up we all know

— but there’s no blaming or arguing
or anything like that — everyone
knows that they messed up and they
just know what to do and get on with
it,” Bollands said.
The unsung hero in the teams’
success is Holloway himself.
A member of Warrandyte’s basketball program for 21 years, Holloway
has played since he was five and
coached since he was 12, as well as
putting in countless hours around
the club.
Having coached sides at all ends
of the spectrum, Holloway believes
his best advice has been
encouraging players to have
self-confidence.
“I’ve tried to tell my players to be respectful, back
yourselves in and just play
basketball.
“If you are hot, go for it, but
also to stick by your mates
and just play the game.
“With these guys, there
haven’t been many times
you have to pull them in,
we know what we need to
do out on the court,” Holloway said.
Along with Doug Hilton
and Dave Holman, who Holloway names as “moral support”,
the side made themselves the team
to beat in every division they played
in, as well as a role model for Warrandyte’s basketball program.
“These guys have been the benchmark of the club for years — not
many teams can stick in A grade and
win eight seasons in a row—it really
is the end of an era,” Holloway said.
For the players now, the goal is
to form a youth league team so
that they can play some senior
basketball.
But for Bollands and the other
players, the immediate problem is
filling the hole in their basketball
lives every weekend.
“It’s a bit sad, I really don’t know
what I’ll do with my Saturdays.
“But it’s been an unbelievable team
to be a part of,” Bollands said.

On for young and old at WPS
By MICHELLE PARKER

WARRANDYTE Primar y School
Grade 6 students v Teachers held an
end of term basketball match.
The game was a brainchild of the
newly formed SRC (Student Representative Council).
Acting Principle Rick Griffiths and
ten staff including several teachers
and parent helpers took on the grade
6 boys and girls in two fun, competitive games.
The result was one game each
but the real winners were all the

fitness
By CHRIS SHARP

students barracking, cheering and
supporting both teams.
It will now be a permanent
term-ending event with the SRC
choosing a different sport each term
for the students to compete against
the teachers.

worthy winners.
“I’m very proud of these boys
as they are without a doubt the
most talented and smartest players I have ever coached, and it’s
such a pleasure to be part of their
basketball journey,” Leeson said.
Alan Ure finished as Grand
Final MVP, but it was ultimately
a team effort, and Leeson credits
all the players for “peaking at the
right time.”

Great season of
netball on the cards
By KIRSTY PRING

WINTER netball started on February
25 with the club entering 21 teams
this season: two U9s, four U11s, four
13/4s, four U15s, two U17s, and four
Opens.
With five games under its belt in
the Doncaster and District Netball
Association competition, Warrandyte Netball Club is looking forward
to an exciting season.
Competition from the other clubs
is stiff but the girls are demonstrating impeccable sportsmanship.
Generous sponsorship by the Warrandyte Community Bank branch
Bendigo Bank and The Grand Hotel
means the club could update its
uniforms, all teams from the U13s
upwards are sporting new uniforms
in a striking red A-line dress which
the girls helped choose.

The club has also made it easier
for the parents and players to access
details of their team, their fixtures
and club news by using Team App.
Results from last round show that
the girls are progressing well this
season.
Open A
Donvale Dominatorz
28
Warrandyte Falcons
24
17/1
Eltham Tornadoes
17
Warrandyte Jaguars
40
15/1
Warrandyte Pythons
20
Deep Creek Gems
17
13/1
Panther Stars
7
Warrandyte Wasps
37
11/1
DYC Kit Kats
0
Warrandyte Opals
8

My top 50 weight loss tips
2.
3.
4.
5.

IN THE 20+ years I have been training
people, if I had a dollar for every
time I’d been asked “what’s the best
way to lose weight”? I’d be rich!
Everyone wants the “magic” answer.
Unfortunately, there is no one
answer.
However, here are my top 50 tips.
There are a few “fun” ones in there
and #50 is worth reading twice.
1. Track your macros, macronutrients are what make up the
caloric content of a food.
Use this calculator (www.iifym.
com/iifym-calculator/).

THE big boys were not the only
team with success in the finals,
with the Warrandyte U14 A reserve side also claiming victory.
Warrandyte 1 defeated Balwyn
1, 40-31, in a thrilling contest,
which Dale Leeson was extremely proud of, considering it was
the first time the side was fully
fit since round eight.
“We out-played Balwyn in all
parts of the game to come out

Eat at a calorie deficit.
Incorporate foods you enjoy.
Track your progress.
Consume adequate protein to
retain muscle (roughly 1g per
pound of bodyweight).
6. Set remaining macros as per
personal preference while maintaining a deficit.
7. Consume minimum 25% of your
daily carb intake before you train
so you can train properly.
8. If you aren’t losing weight, eat a
little less or...
9. Move/exercise a little more or…
10. Incorporate a combination of
both #8 and #9.
11. If you’re currently losing weight/
getting leaner, you don’t need to
make any changes.
12. Eat 10-12g fibre for every 1000
calories you consume.
13. Consume two to four serves of
fruit & veggies per day.
14. Drink between three to six litres
of water per day.
15. Aim to lose roughly 0.5-1% of
total body weight per week.
16. Don’t feel like you have to stick to
only diet foods or “clean foods”.
17. Don’t fear carbs.
18. Don’t fear eating at night.
19. Fasted cardio (cardio on an emp-

ty stomach) is not necessary.
20. Cardio isn’t the only method for
weight-loss through exercise
— it is just a tool that can help
increase your calorie deficit, I
thoroughly enjoy being fit so I’d
recommend it.
21. Train your main lifts/muscle
groups two to three times per
week.
22. Train smaller muscle groups
two to fourtimes per week — in
accordance with your schedule
and what you can commit to.
23. Priorities your resistance training if you must do cardio on the
same day (in line with #20).
24. Incorporate varying intensities
(multiple rep ranges).
25. Squat/Bench/Deadlift —these
exercises are very demanding,
work large muscle groups, and
burn lots of calories.
26. Increase total training volume
over time.
27. Use Creatine to help with preserving strength.
28. Don’t restrict sodium.
29. You don’t need to incorporate
supersets, dropsets, failure sets.
30. Measure things objectively, not
subjectively.
31. Hire a coach.

32. Aim for minimum 30g protein per
meal.
33. Aim to eat every four to five
hours to maximize muscle protein synthesis and help with
retaining muscle mass.
34. Do not fear eating out or estimating the nutrition in meals you do
not prepare.
35. Have one to two rest days per
week.
36. Allow the bulk of your programming to revolve around compound movements.
37. Take a diet break before you
think you need one (longevity
and sustainability FTW).
38. Don’t be deterred if the scales
increase or don’t move at all.
39. Diet with as much flexibility as
possible to begin with — you can
always become stricter with your
approach in the future should
you need to be.
40. Take regular photos of yourself.
41.Don’t listen to anybody that calls
you skinny.
42. If you’re losing more than 1% of
your body weight per week on
a regular basis, increase your
intake to slow the rate of weight
loss and help preserve more
muscle mass.

43. If compliance has been close to
100% and you didn’t lose weight,
consider reducing your intake by
a further 50-100 calories or…
44. Add in two to four x 20 second
intervals to your week or…
45. Incorporate a combination of
both (50 calories and two intervals).
46. If you aren’t on a deadline, try
not to make reactionary changes
when things don’t go as planned.
47. Plan your day in advance to
maximise your daily calorie
budget and ensure you remain
consistent in getting as close to
your macros as possible.
48. Supplement with BCAAs between
protein based meals to help with
maximising muscle protein synthesis.
49. If you do decide to do cardio,
stick with the form of cardio you
enjoy the most.
50. Most people tend to overcomplicate the weight/fat loss process.
Whether you want to lose a bit or
a lot of weight, or just want to get a
bit leaner, sticking to these 50 things
should see you through pretty damn
successfully.
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Ballkid trials come to Warrandyte
Tenacious teens on the road to the Australian Open

By JEB HESLOP

ON SUNDAY March 26, the Warrandyte Tennis Club played host to 60
enthusiastic kids, aged between 12
and 15, trying out to be ballkids at
the 2018 Australian Open.
Competition is tough, each year
more than 2,500 kids participate
in the level one tryouts and a very
small percentage of these kids get
the opportunity to progress to the
next level.
It’s a tough gig, but on Festival
weekend, Warrandyte was full of
excited young tennis fanatics trying
to do just that.
Local, up-and-coming tennis superstars Matthew Quick, Daniel
Mizzi, Vanessa Fergus and James
Termorshuizen got to participate in
this year’s tryouts on home ground.
The hopefuls warmed up before
partaking in two 25-minute blocks,
where they were tested on their

servicing and ball rolling techniques.
The kids were ranked on their overall performance by three people;
Alistair Tudor (WTC’s vice-president), Joel Compagnino and Tiahnne
Noble, who both represent Tennis
Australia in the Ballkids Operations
Team.
All four kids received notification
they had been selected to advance
to level two trials.
“I am really excited to be through
and looking forward to the next
round,” said Matthew.
The level two tryouts will be held
on the weekend of May 6 – 7, and
of the many hundreds who initially
apply, only 380 will make the final
Australian Open squad.
Those who make it must then undergo an extensive training program
from July, in preparation for the Australian Open in January next year.

Daniel Mizzi

Photos: MAREE NEIL

Mathew Quick and James Termorshuizen

Summer season ends
on a high at Nationals
By ED MUNKS

MARCH was a manic month for Little Athletics as the summer season concluded, athletes attended the Athletics Victoria National
Championships, as well as the presentation
of the East Doncaster Club awards.
National Championships
At the National Championships, held in
Sydney, Matthew “The Fast” Parrott placed
14th in the triple jump with a 9.67 metre leap,
while older brother Hugh ran 42.4 seconds
in the 400m heats.
15-year-old Abbey Caldwell ran two personal bests in the U17 category when it counted.
Caldwell won a silver medal in the 1500m
with a time of 4:30 and then followed up with
a gold medal in the 3000m — running the
distance in 9:42.
Nicole Reynolds qualified third fastest for
the U20s 100 metre final, but unfortunately
ran a slow start in the big dance, clipping a
couple of hurdles.
Reynolds fought back up into third place,
before hitting the final hurdle and finishing
6th.
Fifteen-year-old Marchella Rusciano-Barrow placed 7th in her heat, running up a
division in the U17 400 metre hurdles event.
Club awards
At the East Doncaster Club awards presentation, a number of local athletes who
performed well during the season received
recognition.
The U6 girls’ category was hotly contested; Chloe Baldock pipped Macey Hansen
— daughter of 2016 Bloods premiership
coach Eugene — while Karlie van Zyl earned
the most improved award.
The Travis sisters also placed well; U7s
Andersons Creek student Indi Travis finished
1st and sister Paige won most determined in
the U8s section.
Other trophy winners were Byron Livingstone in the U8s, with Adam Mellet and
Georgia Livingstone succeeding in the U9s.

Odette Rusciano-Barrow finished 2nd in the
U10s, as did Sebastiaan Mellett in the U11s.
The U11s girls’ section was an all Warrandyte affair, with 2nd place going to Rhianna
Cummings, Holly Hansen taking 3rd, and
Chloe Woollard finishing 4th.
Matthew Parrott claimed 2nd in the U12
boys’ ahead of Dewald van Zyl, while the
diminutive Patrick Ward took home a well
deserved 1st in the U13s section.
U14s athlete Lachlan Parrott placed 2nd
ahead of his Warrandyte Bloods team-mate
Nick Sharpe, while Dedre’ van Zyl grabbed
3rd in the U14 female division.
Marchella Rusciano-Barrow finished 2nd in
the U15 category, and U16 male competitor
Ben Munks placed 1st ahead of Hugh Parrott.

healthbarmelbourne

Specialty food & coffee

Micky’s Fitness
______________________

Patrick Ward dialling it up
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Double delight in cricket finals
Warrandyte take home Alan L.Reidy and Neil Tull trophies

By RYAN HOIBERG

WARRANDYTE Cricket Club have
had a highly successful end to
season 2016/17 with their Fourth
XI team and Under 14s junior team
winning their respective RDCA Premierships.
In back to back games at the
Warrandyte Cricket Ground, the
Under 14s started off the successful weekend for Warrandyte with a
five-wicket win.
Alan L. Reidy Shield
The Under 14s won the Alan L.
Reidy Shield after being asked to
bowl first against St Andrews at
home.
Chris Rakuscek, coming off a
season splitting his skills between
junior and senior cricket, got the
wickets tumbling early, taking two
top order wickets to have St Andrews reeling.
Rakuscek (4/23) and Brady Poole
(2/16) opened the bowling strongly,
with Tom Jackson (2/18) and Lachie
Haberfield (2/22) taking the remaining wickets on day one of the final,
to dismiss the opposition within 33.2
overs and give their team a total of
108 to chase for the title.
Warrandyte capably chased down
the total with Ethan Ward (13) retiring off his 50 balls at the top of the order while the middle order capably
chased the total down around him.
Warrandyte batted exceptionally
well in partnerships to make quick
work of the runs, with Poole (43)
guiding the run chase home with
some smooth hitting, before Jackson
(11) hit the winning boundary to give
the juniors the win.
The flag tops off a great season
for the junior program, with Poole
becoming one of the youngest
players in club history to play First
Eleven Senior Cricket, and many

team members making their senior
cricket debut.
Neil Tull Shield
Following the big juniors win, the
Fourth XI hosted Heathmont Baptist
to complete for the Neil Tull Shield
also at the Warrandyte Cricket
Ground.
Warrandyte faced Heathmont for
the fifth time this season, having
beaten them successfully all season,
including in the Qualifying Finals
where they arguably had their tightest hit-out of the season.
After captain Dean Gidley won the
toss and elected to bat, Warrandyte
faced some tight early bowling before losing both openers, Goddard
(10) and Molyneux (9) in tight procession before the first drinks break.
James Weatherley (32) combined
with Daniel Wellesley (105) with
an excellent partnership to put
Warrandyte back into a leading
position, before Wellesley would go
on to play what would be a match
winning innings.
Wellesley, joined by Brett Kline
(34), Ison (16), Gidley (22) and
Prangley (14), would escalate the
run scoring following the lunch
break on day one, with some late
hitting ensuring Warrandyte finished
with a highly competitive 8/250 from
their 70 overs in front of a large,
vocal home crowd.
Wellesley’s century will long stand
as one of the greater innings seen
at the Warrandyte Cricket Ground,
with his control and speed of bat
impressing all that watched.
A confident Warrandyte returned
the next day to finish the job, but
knew they faced an on form top
order from Heathmont.
Heathmont’s opening partnership
sent nerves through the Warrandyte
camp with an opening stand of 44.

However, Ison would take the crucial opening wicket and from there
an essential procession occurred.
Stephen Warr toiled away from the
IGA end of the ground for 16 overs
throughout the day, taking a crucial
wicket in the Heathmont middle order, combined with some persistent
line and length from Prangley.
Ison was matched with his excellent form with the ball by captain
Gidley, who finished with the figures
of 4/35 including three wickets in
tight order following the lunch
break.
By the time Daniel Woodhead took
the final wicket, caught behind by
Goddard, Warrandyte would win by
80 runs and knew they had the flag
in the bag.
The win marks two premiership
flags for captain Gidley, but the first
for club lifetime member Stephen
Goddard, who after 25 years of
playing at the WCC will savour the
weekend’s event for a while.

Top and bottom: Seniors and Juniors celebrating their Grand Final victories

South Warrandyte call stumps on season
By FRANS BROUWER

AT THE end of another exciting
campaign for South Warrandyte, two
Senior teams made it to the Ringwood District Cricket Association
(RDCA) finals.
The Fourth XI played an elimination final against Chirnside Park.
South Warrandyte’s best bowlers
were Richard Cutler (2/51 off 18
overs) and Andrew Donis (2/35 off
nine overs).
The Hawks managed 98 (Jamie
Lewis 20no, Peter Goetz 18) while
defending the crease but Chirnside
took the win with 4/306.
The Fifth XI father-son team played
a semi-final against Wonga Park in
the modified rules format.
Wonga Park struggled to 10/76,
with three run-outs aiding their
demise.
In reply, the Hawks cruised to

9/203, Scott Brasher leading the
way with 77.
In the Grand Final, South Warrandyte scored 9/145 (Brasher 36, Lucas
Bridger 26no) against Warranwood’s
7/204.
The youngsters in the team bowled
splendidly, with Bridger taking away
the L Grade bowling award with 19
wickets at 10.47, while Will Fasan
was not far behind with 18 wickets
at 12.28.
Youngsters
Three of the four U12 teams
reached finals, but all lost in the
first week.
However, the U14-3 team managed
to bring home some silverware.
6/123 (Lachlan Hall 26no) was
enough to defeat Warranwood in the
first week of the finals, who scored
102 (Will Fasan 4/6).

South Warrandyte backed it up
in the Grand Final with 8/133 (Jack
Atkinson 27no), defeating Montrose,
who posted 9/129 (Adam Hogg 3/14).
The U14-4s also won their first final
with 9/271 (Rhonan Appleby 64no,
Kyan Brasher 84no, JJ Marshall 42)
against Montrose, who ground out
176.
Despite a good run, a very strong
St Andrews in the Grand Final, saw
South Warrandyte miss out by 30
runs as their 116 (JJ Marshall 29)
lost to 4/146.
Club presentation night
Almost 100 attended the Senior
presentation night on March 31 at
the Colman Reserve clubrooms.
Alex Cattanach and Troy Donis
won most of the awards for First and
Second XI teams respectively.
Virginia Fasan was a well-deserved

winner of best club person, recieveing the Willman Family Award, while
two other key club stalwarts — Zita
Garner and James Price — were
awarded life memberships.
Zita Garner joined her husband Ed
as a life member — only the second
husband and wife pair after Barry
and Veronica Williams.
Zita worked as a social coordinator
for over five years and was constantly looking after junior functions,
preparing afternoon teas, cleaning
up after First XI players and running
the bar.
James Price ran Milo Cricket for
five years and coached his two sons
in junior teams over a period of six
years.
James was also on the committee
for seven seasons, three of those as
assistant treasurer.
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Season launch fires up footy club
By PETER HOOKEY and MICHAEL DI PETTA

MARCH 30 was a big night for the
Warrandyte Football Club, as the
Bloods set the tone for season 2017
in style.
New players, sponsors and captains were announced and guest
speaker Alan Richardson (coach of
the St Kilda Football Club) revved
up the players with a passionate
speech.
Players, coaches and other club
members left the night with a feeling
of optimism and a buzz of excitement that was not present in 2016.
With a year under his belt and a
fully uninterrupted pre-season, Seniors coach Peter Muscat seems to
have united his charges — and with
an average squad age of 22, fans will
be excited to see the young group
progress.
New club mantra “Excellence,
Unity and Respect” — driven by
Muscat and football manager Steve
Rowarth — highlights the values
the club aims to display throughout
season 2017 and beyond.
Richardson touched on these key
words in his speech, relating the values back to local football scenarios
players could identify with.
Richardson also discussed the
importance of creating a family
atmosphere and representing the
club in a disciplined way, citing his
experiences at East Burwood Football Club as an example of his time
spent playing community football.
As well as unveiling various new
players, including Ryan Tester, Tom
Warhurst and Lachie Richardson,
the Bloods announced a new leadership group to take charge ahead
of the season.
Stalwart captain and club legend
Tom “Tuckers” Naughtin was acknowledged for his sterling service
as Senior captain, before Michael
Cullum and Luke Dunn were announced as co-captains to succeed
him.
Troy Ratcliffe was awarded the

position of vice-captain to round out
the leadership group.
The Warrandyte Reserves, which
will now be known as the Warrandyte Development Squad, will be
led by Luke Brewis and Jake Bentley,
two experienced heads among an
extremely young group of players.
The club also unveiled a new
piece of commemorative memorabilia in honour of past player Shane
Biggs, who became the Warrandyte
Football Club’s first ever VFL/AFL
premiership player last season with
the Western Bulldogs.
A framed Shane Biggs WFC jumper,
signed by Biggs, premiership coach
Luke Beveridge, premiership captain
Easton Wood and Norm Smith medallist Jason Johannisen was arranged
by sponsorship manager Jackie
Austin and Bulldogs sponsor Grant
Egan of Thinking Printing.
Sponsorship manager Austin also
welcomed three new major sponsors
who have signed on for the year —
Quinton’s IGA, Fletchers Real Estate
Eltham and Manningham, and Madisons Lawyers.
These new organizations will join
loyal major sponsors The Grand Hotel Warrandyte, Gateway Concrete
Plumbing, and Yarra Valley Toyota,
to drive the club forward.
The Bloods have also received an
uptick in local community business
and player sponsorship support,
highlighting the positive impact
Austin has made since assuming
her role.
Furthermore, the Bloods are
pleased to announce the continuing
support of The Hon Kevin Andrews
MP as the Bloods number one ticket
holder, along with contributing state
member Ryan Smith MP Member for
Warrandyte.
Finally, WFC president Peter Hookey is thrilled to announce that AFL
great and local resident Terry Wallace will serve as guest speaker at
the Presidents Luncheon on July 29.

Senior coach Peter Muscat (left), President Peter Hookey (middle) and St Kilda coach Alan Richardson (right)

Warrandyte girls take to the footy field

By JANNET URE

THE GIRLS are back playing footy at
Warrandyte Reserve.
This year Warrandyte Junior Football Club will be fielding three girls’
teams in U10s, U12s and U14s with
the total number nearing 50 players.
It is very an exciting time for girls
to be playing football.
The enormous success of the Women’s AFL League, which surprised
even the organisers, has shown the
popularity of Aussie Rules code
amongst female players and appreciation of their skills, endeavour and
pure joy with which they play the
game by spectators.
It was a different sort of scale at
Warrandyte Reserve on the Sunday
of Warrandyte Festival weekend, but
when the U14 WJFC Girls took on the
U14 Whitehorse Colts Girls for their
first practice match, the atmosphere
was electrifying.

It was a beautiful morning, with
the sun shining over the picturesque
surroundings, the girls were playing
hard, the crowd was cheering enthusiastically.
It was the first ever game of footy
for most of the Bloods — unless
you count on a friendly scrimmage
against the U14s boys a couple of
days earlier — but they gave their
more experienced opponents a
good run.
Sarah Drew, the President of WJFC,
who also has a daughter playing in
the U14s Girls team, was amongst
the spectators and, by her own
admission, “enjoyed every moment
of it”.
Sarah is hoping that the girls’ football is here to stay and that next year
WJFC will be able to add an U16s side
to the girls’ program.
To join WJFC please register on
warrandytejfc.org

Photos: JENNY TREWELLA
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