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Oh what a night!
From little things big things grow, as they say, and our
biennial fireball fundraiser was hot in the city late last
month. The Park Hyatt ballroom was alive and full to
capacity with “Greater Warrandyte taking it to town in
support of our fireys and enjoying a quality night out

to boot”, Fireball’s Julie Quinton told the Diary. The
community fundraiser was another major success
raising over $70,000. Read our full report and see some
dazzling photos of the evening on Pages 14-15.
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A SPECIAL PLACE

THE BLACK CAT MYSTERIES

Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Chapter FOUR Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young THE METAL DETECTIVES
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
RACY is looking for anhas been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Cotton
Frocks

Travis finds a soul mate
in a homeless harmonica
player.
The early goldfields were full of
hard luck stories. ‘Pigtail Jimmy’
Luck struck his Eureka moment
in a vein of quartz somewhere on
Fourth Hill. His mistake was to
boast of his discovery within earshot of a couple of claim jumpers
who beat the hapless Chinaman to
a pulp before dumping his body in
their own pitiful diggings, only to
find that neither of them had bothered to
get the location out of him first. The site
of Jimmy Luck’s strike was never found.
A BLOW-BY-BLOW REVIEW
The fireworks were back at the closing of
the Warrandyte Festival last Sunday night.
Not the roman candles and star shells that
used to scare the overalls off the CFA but
an explosive performance from the Peskey
Brothers that had the crowd kicking up a
dust storm in front of the stage.
It started with the poppers, hummers and
sparklers we’re used to from the boys in
blue and ended with a big bang as guest
harpist Sonny Boy loped onto the stage.
This was what the crowd had been waiting
for, the premier performance of the band’s
latest release, ‘Big Cat Blues’ - a twelve bar
tour-de-force with a lyric as visceral as it
was haunting…“When I woke up this morning, I had the Big Cat Blues…” But nothing
had prepared us for the wailing wizardry
of Sonny Boy, the mysterious mojo master
of no fixed address, clutching his Hohner to
the microphone, sucking and blowing like
a man possessed, vamping and riffing the
crowd into a chromatic frenzy.
History will tell that Yarra Street and
Stiggants is the new Crossroads.
Tracy Dickson, Warrandyte Diary.

232 Yarra St

Warrandyte
0411 528 142
HOURS
Wed-Sun: 11am-5.30pm

Johnson’s Mine follows a natural rock
face 40 metres into the hillside at which
point the chappie turned left for another
20 metres before giving the whole thing
up as a bad joke and abandoned the shaft
to bats, rodents and homeless harmonica
players.
I went there looking for Sonny Boy,

but mine host was nowhere to be seen.
Just a spent fire, a flattened hot water
service carton covered in blankets, a
few belongings and a copy of The Road
by Cormac McCarthy. When you’ve got
the blues what else would you read? I
was just pondering over the name Bert
James scrawled across the flyleaf when
a hand gripped my wrist like a vice. The
nails were black, the veins ropy and a
freshly skinned knuckle kept the flies
close at hand.
“No business touchin’ thangs as ain’t
your’n!”
I wasn’t expecting cheese grits and mint
juleps but it wasn’t the sort of Southern
hospitality I was hoping for.
With my free hand I slid my phone from
my jeans pocket.
“I thought you’d like to see the Big Cat
Blues video on YouTube from the Festival.
It’s already had 7,000 hits and its only
been up for a few days!”
Sonny Boy played the video a couple
of times then slipped the phone into his
pocket.
“Um, my editor wants me to do a big
profile piece on you! Isn’t it exciting?”
Perhaps he was excited on the inside. I
tried to keep it light.
“Let’s start with your penurious childhood down on the bayou!”
“Let’s not!” spat Sonny Boy wandering
away to lay down his lanky frame on the
bedroll and close his eyes.
It was going to be a tough assignment.
As is sometimes said and often sung,
a policeman’s lot is not a happy one.
Especially when the Superintendent is
breathing down your neck!
“So, Detective Inspector Ryan, this Ma-

By ALAN CORNELL
larkey McCarthy case. Do we have
a motive yet?”
“Not exactly. Though six months
ago the victim took out a life assurance policy naming himself as the
beneficiary.”
“Enemies?”
“Not exactly. Though we did interview a lady who left a message on
his answering machine objecting
that 500 Miles should be updated
to 804.7 Kilometres.”
“A murder weapon?”
“The slashes to the victim’s
throat almost match the distance
between the strings of his guitar!”
“So let me get this straight? We’ve
got no motive, no plausible murder
weapon and no suspects whatsoever?”
“I wouldn’t say whatsoever, Superintendent. We’re also investigating the
possibility that McCarthy was attacked
by a panther.”
“Well it’s a damn sight more credible
than being strummed to death by a guitar!”
Travis has an uncle with a metal detector. He reckons St. Kilda beach is a
gold mine. As the sun goes down Uncle
George comes out collecting rings, coins
and personal abuse. Fair enough too in
my opinion.
With the detector on board we drove to
Malarkey’s cottage and scoured Fourth
Hill for two and a half hours. We got plenty of cans, bottle caps and a few metres
of fencing wire. And $2.90 in small change
which is what kept Travis going so long.
It was only as we were approaching the
cottage on our way back that the thing
started to show any real interest. We
circled the house, past the veggie patch
which was more extensive than I’d realised, sprouting wildly from several rows
of heaped soil, some of it dumped quite
recently. There was enough junk around
the back to keep the machine beeping
lazily away, but it didn’t really get excited
until Travis stepped up onto the porch.
And when he pushed open the door of
the cottage all hell broke loose.
There in the doorway crouched the cat.
I mean a really big, black cat. Snarling at
two quivering serves of cat food. At the
same time the metal detector went berko
and the whole place sounded like an
episode of Deal or No Deal. We were terrified. The cat was terrified. We dropped
the beeping thing and ran. And so did the
cat, straight past us and off into the bush.
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Nillumbik shake
New faces for Sugarloaf and Mullum Mullum

By TOBY WARD

THE people have voted and Nillumbik’s Sugarloaf Ward and Manningham’s Mullum Mullum Ward have
elected new councillors in this year’s
council elections.
ONLY one incumbent will return
to Nillumbik council in a boilover
election, which was expected given
the controversial lead-up surrounding landscape and environmental
overlay amendments.
Peter Perkins was the only candidate to land more than 50 per cent
of first preference votes but will
be seated alongside a near clean
sweep of new faces in the Nillumbik
chamber.
Jane Ashton emerged victorious
from a field of 14 candidates in
Sugarloaf while Andrew Conlon was
one of three councillors elected in
Mullum Mullum, joining re-elected
councillors Paul McLeish and Sophy
Galbally.
Ashton registered 54 per cent of
Sugarloaf’s 5800 voters as the ward
witnessed its largest ever number of
candidates running for election since
it was restructured by the Victorian
Electoral Commission in 2008.
Sugarloaf’s new councillor said
she was looking forward to the role
ahead and working in such a picturesque environment.
“I’m humbled by the support
I received and it’s important to
thank Ken King for his eight years
of service as the previous Sugarloaf councillor,” Ashton said.
“This must be one of the most beautiful wards in Victoria and I just love
the diversity of the landscape and
the wonderful people who live here.
I am so excited,” she added.
Ashton also emphasized her commitment to reviewing the C81 and
C101 amendments and stressed the
importance of working together as
a community on issues such as the
Warrandyte Bridge.
“The election result was a clear
mandate for change, with an overwhelming majority of rural residents
voting to reject the controversial
C81 and C101. So, obviously the first
thing I want to see is these amendments reviewed,” she said.
“I want to reassure people that I
do not want to dismantle the Green
Wedge, but there was definitely a
level of anger and frustration in
the community about the ever increasing divide between the reality
of living in Nillumbik, particularly
around fire mitigation, property
management and the micro management and prescriptive attitude of the
previous council.
“Good sustainable land management is essential, but you achieve
this by working with the community,
not by alienating them,” Ashton
explained.
“I am looking forward to the bridge
widening in Warrandyte being completed as quickly as possible and
will in the longer term lobby for a
North East Ring road, which would
not only reduce traffic congestion in
Warrandyte, but also in other areas

Who’s in for Manningham:
Heide Ward: Geoff Gough
(returning), Paula Piccinini,
Michelle Kleinert (returning).
Koonung: Dot Haynes (returning), Anna Chen, Mike
Zafiropoulos. Mullum Mullum:
Andrew Conlon, Paul McLeish (returning), Sophy Galbally (returning).
Who’s in for Nillumbik:
Sugarloaf: Jane Ashton. Blue
Lake: Grant Brooker. Bunjil:
Karen Egan. Edendale: John
Dumaresq. Ellis: Peter Perkins. Swipers Gully: Bruce
Ranken. Wingrove: Peter
Clark.
of Nillumbik.”
Over 23,000 voters took part in
Mullum Mullum’s election and with
a voter turnout of just under 80 per
cent, the contest was considerably
close.
Conlon was not only the new face
on the Manningham Council block
but he also received the most votes
in the ward, claiming the highest
percentage of votes at 16 per cent.
McLeish and Galbally received
12.95 per cent and 10.34 per cent
respectively to remain as councillors. Outgoing councillor, Meg
Downie, narrowly missed out with
9.30 per cent.
Conlon said the opportunity to
represent Mullum Mullum was exciting and he is eager to start as a
councillor.
“It’s a great honour. I hope to serve
the people of Mullum Mullum and
Manningham as well as I can for the
next four years and I’m thoroughly
looking forward to it,” he said.
“I’m hoping to ensure Manningham
can reduce the risk of bushfire and
it will be great working on behalf
of the rate payers and residents of
Manningham.”
Re-elected Cr McLeish said he
was delighted to continue working
with people in the Mullum Mullum
Ward and paid tribute to departing
councillor Meg Downie.
“I’m honoured and humbled by
the opportunity. Our community
has been very generous to re-elect

me and consider me a worthy
representative on their behalf, I’m
looking forward to delivering for
them,” he said.
“I’d like to thank Meg Downie for
her dedication as a councillor who
served her community very well.”
McLeish also singled out Warrandyte’s traffic dilemmas as a key issue
that needs addressing.
“I will continue to press the case
with the State Government to do
the research and understand the
nature of the traffic situation in
Warrandyte. I’m very keen to see
the right planning schemes in place
and make sure any development
doesn’t overwhelm the character of
the area,” he said.
McLeish said the close election in
the ward was representative of the
many hard working candidates who
ran in the election.
“Every organisation needs renewal,” said McLeish. “There’s four new
councillors for Manningham and it’s
great to see all the candidates who
ran are community-minded people
who would’ve made a positive impact to Manningham.”
Galbally echoed the sentiments
of her Mullum Mullum colleague,
pointing out that many of the ward’s
candidates are already great contributors to the community.
“People who are willing to give up
their time for committees and organisations that benefit the community
is a great indication of the standard
of candidates that took part in the
election,” she said.
The re-elected councillor said she
was thrilled to work with an updated council and also highlighted
the importance of communication
between councillors and residents
in Mullum Mullum.
“I’m really grateful to the community and everyone who voted
for me. It’s wonderful to have the
encouragement to keep going and
continuing to represent the community,” Galbally said.
“I expect it to be an even better
council now that there’s a few fresh
faces. I look forward to working with
them all. People need to know that
councillors are there for them on the
big issues as well as smaller things.
It’s important for us to listen to the
community to help solve issues both
big and small.”

Mother Nature blows
the trees down
MOTHER Nature huffed and puffed and blew the trees down last month
in an October dishing up a mixed bag of weather including some
heat, winter-like chill, rain, hail and some vicious stormy winds. Diary
photographer BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY zipped around town to capture
the damage the day after a particular blowy afternoon and evening when
large trees were uprooted to provide some lucky locals with enough fire
wood to last several winters. Down at Stiggants Reserve, Dave took a
break from his jog (above) to check out the root system of a fallen gum
tree. Meanwhile, a huge fallen branch just missed passing traffic at the
of Melbourne Hill while two large trees hit the deck in Tills Drive.
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Hearing from those

Boogie at the ball, bag a bargain

Fire strikes for
third time in 9
By SANDI MILLER

FIRE has broken out for the second
time this year at a home in Brackenbury Street and the third in nine.
As we go to print Doncaster police
were still investigating the fire.
Sergeant Stewart Henderson from
Warrandyte Police said the fire broke
out at about 5pm on October 17
and a neighbour alerted emergency
services.
Warrandyte CFA captain Adrian
Mullens said 10 appliances from
the Greater Warrandyte brigades
attended but they were unable to
save the building.
The was initially concern for fire
fighter safety due to the building
containing asbestos, however Capt
Mullens says testing of the gear has
found no contamination.
“All the Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) used at the fire tested
negative for asbestos,” he said.
Property owner David Corstorphan
praised the CFA for coming to his aid
for a third time in nine years.
“I love the CFA, they saved my
place last time, but unfortunately
the outcome this time was a little
different,” he said.

Robber does
a runner
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

AN thief has burgled Warrandyte
Beauty Centre on Yarra Street at
about 10am on November 3. The
thief walked inside and asked for a
voucher before opening the till and
robbing the store when the employee went out back.
Local passerby Michael Collins
witnessed the man running through
Warrandyte in a strange manner and
alerted police.
“I was sitting in the car outside the
pub at the traffic lights and this guy
ran out of the shop and turned into
the bottle shop. It didn’t look like he
was from around the area because
you can’t get out that way. He was
about 50 and he was sprinting, running as fast as he could,” Collins said.
Collins followed the man in his car
up to the car park behind Bubba’s
pizza. He said the man was acting
suspiciously as he continued to
make his way down the street.
“After sprinting for about 200m, he
was walking and looking behind,”
Collins said. “I turned up the street
and went into the car park. As I got in
there he came up the back steps and
started staring at me. I locked my
doors. He was all sweaty and looked
all flustered, I got out of there and I
went to the police station.”

Scenario event is
a great success
By SANDI MILLER

WHAT is it like to survive a bushfire?
About 100 people learnt (the easy
way) from those who found out the
hard way as part of the Be Ready
Warrandyte initiative.
The audience heard from bushfire
survivors, Joff Manders, who lived
through bushfires in Warrandyte in
the 1960s, Steve Pascoe, a resident
of Strathewen who lost his whole
community on Black Saturday, and
Julia Robertson, who lost her home
in Flannery Court two years ago.
A realistic scenario was played
out across the evening, using a
timeline of events, from ignition to
recovery, of a fire sweeping through
Warrandyte.
The audience heard a frank description of what living through such
an event was like, overlayed with
ideas and advice on how to make
effective choices at every turn.
School principals, the police and
fire brigade and other community
leaders offered insight into the policy and procedures local institutions
follow to keep the community safe.
Quinton’s IGA’s Julie Quintin reminded residents the supermarket
would not necessarily be available
as a place of refuge as her policy is to
evacuate the store to keep her staff
safe in the event of a major incident.
“You may turn up to see the lights
on and the generator running, but it
will be locked up and you won’t have
access,” she said.
Warrandyte High School principal
Dr Steven Parkin said local schools
have been given funding to bolster
the school’s fire refuges against
bushfire impact.
Sue Dyos, acting principal of Anderson’s Creek Primary School, told
parents the school had procedures
to deal with such a scenario an it
is safer to leave children at school.
“Don’t put yourself in danger to
come and collect your kids, they will
be in a safe place,” she said.
Local police sergeant Stewart
Henderson discussed the likely
conditions on the road in a fire and
pointed out roads would be thick
with smoke and clogged with traffic,
making travel perilous.
Sgt Henderson also reminded the
audience that once the fire had been
through, if an area is deemed unsafe
by the fire brigade you would not be
allowed past roadblocks.
“So you may be gone for days,”
he said.
Julia Robertson gave a gripping
recount of her family’s experience
during the Flannery Court fire,
outlining all of the things she had

wished she had done to be better
prepared and how the loss of her
home had impacted her.
“No one thinks it will happen to
them, but it does,” she said.
She told how not knowing whether
or not her family was alive were the
worst hours of her life.
“I discovered a home is built from
memories and relationships not
from possessions,” she said.
CFA chief officer Craig Lapsley
rounded out the evening with his
insights into bushfire survival.
“Find two ways to find information… being informed gives you
choices and helps you make better
decisions,” he said.
Mr Lapsley praised Warrandyte
for being a smart, connected and
well resourced community and said
Warrandyte as a community had
the resilience to survive a major
bushfire.
“Don’t be scared, but take it seriously, work out where the stresses
are and stick together,” he said.
Warrandyte Community Association
president Dick Davies said the focus
of the night was to examine how the
community was going to be able
to pick up the pieces if a bushfire
comes through Warrandyte.
“If things do go wrong, if we do
lose lots of houses, or even lives,
you need to know what to expect.
There will be social dislocation and
social dysfunction and it’ll be up
to the community to put that stuff
right,” Mr Davies said.
Facilitator Steve Pascoe told the
Diary since he spoke to the Warrandyte community two years ago there
had been a major shift into leaving
early and this event has been able
to highlight what that means; that
is having a plan of exactly where to
go, what you need to take and how
to cope with the aftermath.
“The strange mix of elation and
guilt that you have survived where
others have not – it is a tough thing
to deal with,” he said.
A major theme of the night was
that things don’t always go to plan
and despite planning to leave, people may still get caught at home, so
residents need to prepare for that
eventuality.
Mr Lapsley told the Diary he believed the event was timely because
November is the time to begin preparing for the bushfire season.
“Whatever you have to do on your
property, if you don’t start in November, it’ll beat you,” he said.
War randyte Neighbourhood
House is running a Fire Plan Workshop on November 26.
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EMERGENCY RELIEF NOW AVAILABLE AT INFORMATION WARRANDYTE
Information Warrandyte Inc in partnership with Doncare has set up an emergency relief program for residents in need. Food parcels are available for collection on Wednesday
11am-3pm from Information Warrandyte, Community Centre, 168-178 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Call 9844 3082 week days 10am-4pm or drop in on Wednesday.
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who learnt hard way
Listen up: CFA chief Craig Lapsley and Joff Manders have their
say at the bushfire scenario
event at the community church.
Pictures: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

GROWING PAINS FOR OUR GREEN WEDGE
By SANDI MILLER

MELBOURNE is the world’s most
liveable city and Warrandyte is
arguably the most desirable part
of that, however, with the rapid
growth that has seen Victoria
grow by 100,000 people every
year, are we becoming the victims
of our own success?
Is our popularity going to destroy the lifestyle that makes Warrandyte special?
Like many people, Matthew
Blain is keen to buy property in
Warrandyte, however he is dismayed by the growing congestion
throughout Warrandyte.
“We need to start seriously
thinking long term as a species
and publicly discuss the futility of
pursuing “sustainable growth” –
there is no such thing – it’s a big
subject, yet 99.99% of the population doesn’t consider it, but it’s
fundamental to our kids’ futures,”
he said.
Mr Blain is one of a rising tide of
voices arguing that the levels of
growth in Victoria, and indeed on
the planet, are unsustainable.
While Manningham council considers a developer’s subdivision
application in Yarra Street, federal treasurer Scott Morrison last

month called for local councils to
relax residential zoning restrictions to free up land for development in the face of the population
boom and resultant housing affordability crisis.
“The government will be talking
to state governments about removing residential land use regulations that unnecessarily impede
housing supply,” Mr Morrison
said in a speech to the Urban Development Institute.
This would mean freeing up
land throughout the city for residential development, which could
see developers increase pressure
on government to eat into the
Green Wedge.
State member for Warrandyte,
Ryan Smith, does not believe the
Green Wedge is under threat at
this stage, but says he has had
feedback from his electorate that
Nillumbik has gone too far in protection of native areas.
“Some of the Green Wedge area
is degraded from an environmental sense, it is not high value
vegetation and it can be used
sensibly … landowners say that
they have gone a little bit too far
in terms of trying to protect some
of the native area and some of the

amenity, and you have got to take
a common sense approach,” Mr
Smith said.
President of the Warrandyte
Community Association, Dick
Davies, is concerned the state
government could push for greater development through Warrandyte.
“The idea of having the lungs of
Melbourne and having a Green
Wedge is all nonsense to them,”
he said.
Outgoing mayor of Manningham
Paul McLeish said every council
has to have a planning policy that
allows for increasing population
to be accommodated within the
municipality.
“I am personally very concerned about the longer term
safety of the Green Wedge, I can
see in the distance, it being very
attractive to government in terms
of releasing land,” he said.
Mr McLeish said the Green
Wedge needs to have an economic basis so people can afford to
do something with the land, that
is not residential development, to
conserve it.
“Our best strategy is not to
let it atrophy, but if you talk to
landowners, they say that they

can’t afford to do anything with
it – Aumann’s Orchard is a prime
example,” he said.
“The controls of the Green
Wedge are very strong… but
the climate that a government
might need to [revoke them] will
become easier in time as the pressure rises.”
Already the development in the
north of Nillumbik in areas like
Doreen and Mernda has impacted
on the amenity of Warrandyte
with morning and afternoon peak
hours putting our roads at choking point.
“The congestion is happening
across Melbourne and this community is seeing it for the first
time, really, but communities
have been seeing it all over Melbourne for a long time,” said Mr
McLeish.
“And with the best will in the
world, giving the current government credit for what they are doing in infrastructure investment,
our city is paying the price for a
lack of public transport investment for three decades where
we simply didn’t invest in trains.
The most they did was buy a few
trains but they failed to invest in
public transport infrastructure,

but they did invest in freeway
infrastructure and that has exacerbated the vehicle congestion
problems.”
Ryan Smith said the construction of the M80 North East Link
was the only viable long term
solution for Warrandyte’s traffic
woes.
“The growth that we are getting
in the northern suburbs around
Doreen and Mernda is contributing to the massive amount of
traffic we are seeing through
Warrandyte; the North East link is
really the only thing that is going
to come near to fixing it – it is
going to take the pressure off the
traffic through Warrandyte and
the traffic we are seeing further
up the west towards the city and
until we can get an opportunity to
bring that forward – that is going
to be the Missing Link,” Mr Smith
said.
Matthew Blain says infrastructure development is a short term
fix that does not, fundamentally,
solve anything.
“The [North East Link] will
not address underlying runaway
growth – and even if built, it
simply creates a larger problem
down the track,” said Mr Blain.

Biggest and Best range of plants, pots,
trees, fashion, decor and gifts at
unbeatable value this Spring.

Warran Glen Cafe:
Alfresco botanical setting,
amazing food, seven days a
week. Book with us - functions
large or small. 9844 1322
www.warranglen.com.au
373 Warrandyte Rd Warrandyte
(corner Jumping Creek Rd)
Garden Centre 9844 3027
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Legends of our ‘rag’...
By MICHELLE PINI

The Green machine and
his trusty sidekick: Diary
founder Cliff Green (top right)
and Jock Macneish (top left)
entertain the audience.

Diary duo delights
By VAL POLLEY

THE dynamic duo of Cliff Green
and Jock Macneish entertained and
delighted their audience of some
40 plus people at their recent talk
on the early days of the Warrandyte
Diary.
Illustrated throughout with photos
and cartoons from Jock, it was a
laughter filled conversation about
past days in the town.
Jock set the scene of 1970s Warrandyte when a young teacher aspiring
to be a writer met with a young
architect aspiring to be a cartoonist
and talked of establishing a local
newspaper. Lots of things were
changing in Warrandyte and there
was no local paper.
Cliff explained that as a teacher in a
country school he had come to realise the importance of community. He
joined the Warrandyte Youth Club
committee but as publicity officer he
couldn’t get stories in the papers so
suggested the club start a newsletter
which over time has morphed into
the Diary we know today.
Seeking support he approached
the local businesses and Peter MacDougall the local real estate agent
took two adverts. Tom Kerkhof was
another of the early advertisers
who still takes out adverts (and was
present in the audience).
Cliff saw posters advertising the
local kindergarten and found they
were designed by Jock so introduced
himself and the rest, as they say, is
history. The early newspapers were
put together on the Greens’ kitchen
table because there was no office,
Judy Green kept the finances togeth-

er and many locals helped out.
The nearest thing to an office was
the yellow post box for contributions on the cypress tree in the
centre of Warrandyte, now affectionately known as the Diary Tree.
Cliff talked about the various battles
they had with various locals. He had
two rules, if someone was attacking
Warrandyte, the Diar y was after
them; inside Warrandyte the Diary
took both sides and aimed to be fair
and equal in its coverage.
He talked about the Clyde and
Ocker cartoon characters that were
part of the paper over many years. In
the early days offset printing meant
blocks had to be etched for Jock’s
cartoons, an expensive process. So
using the same block with the figures
of Clyde and Ocker meant a saving
and enabled a new comment to be
made each month.
Cliff described a stoush with one
group who dobbed the Diary into

the Press Council. It backfired on
the complainers with the Press
Council congratulating the Diary on
its article and enforcing its right to
take a stand.
Jock spoke about how everyone
has a Diary story and how it is a
powerful unifier of the community.
He touched on the direct feeling
of ownership it engenders. He said
proudest of all is the legacy it (and
they) leave Warrandyte and for the
mentoring it has done for young
reporters.
Cliff spoke of the cadets from the
early days, in particular Clinton Grybas, Sam Davies and Rachel Baker.
He is proud of the fact they learnt
their craft at the Diary and spoke
glowingly of their progress in their
profession.
He then touched on some beloved
ex editors starting with Lee Tindale.
The Diary had published an article
which elicited a solicitor’s letter
which caused Cliff and other trustees considerable concern. The Diary
solicitor recommended an apology
in the paper.
Lee, co-editor with Cliff, was an
associate editor of Truth so knew a
lot about legal problems. He wrote
a fulsome apology, one Cliff thought
way over the top but he put it in bold
type and it was printed. Cliff said
how he was approached in the street
by residents and locals who said to
him that for the first time they read
something in the paper they didn’t
believe. Lee was also the favourite
columnist, Smokey Joe, source of
many outlandish stories and quotes.
The second ex-editor mentioned

was Peter Lovett from the very early
days. As Cliff told it one night there
was a knock on the door and there
stood this big bloke, ‘You want a
hand with that paper thing you’re
doing?’ he asked. He came on board
and was a great one for going for
the jugular, advocating ‘throwing
the type around’ and going for a
good headline. He was a brilliant
sportswriter using the nom-deplume Bloodhound and wrote some
scintillating pieces.
One time Cliff saw he was including
lots of quotes from the footy coach.
“Gee,” said Cliff to Peter, “he’s really
opened up; you’ve got some good
quotes there”. Peter agreed indeed
he had but then had to admit not
all of it had actually been said. He
added, though when the coach read
it he would wish he had said it all.
Much laughter greeted this story
and the session wound up with some
questions and stories from the floor.
Everyone then moved across to
the museum where they enjoyed
a delicious supper courtesy of the
Warrandyte Historical Society and
much chat.
It was a memorable talk with much
laughter from two of the township’s
living treasures. The Warrandyte
Diary is iconic and the trials and
tribulations of those early years are
remembered with affection.
This was the fourth talk in a series
held this year by the Warrandyte
Historical Society and there is demand for more with ever increasing
audiences. A new program is being
planned for 2017 and will be publicised soon.

IN Warrandyte, at least for me, the
concept of community stems from
the local rag. And as founder and
Diary editor, Cliff Green, aided by
cartoonist, former trustee and all
round facilitator, Jock Macneish,
recalled the paper’s formative
years, the room was awash with
that familiar and inimitable “Warrandyte” feeling. Because only in
Warrandyte, could a dedicated
leader like Cliff Green create the
testament to community that the
Diary has been since its inception.
For more than four decades at
the Diary, Cliff remained largely in
the background, a formidable force
flying the flag of Warrandyte’s chief
advocate. Always assisted by a
moving cast of loyal volunteers
and with wife Judy by his side, Cliff
rarely sought the spotlight, with
the annual Diary Christmas party
being the only real avenue for singing the paper’s successes.
This presentation, a collection
of historical facts and anecdotes
stemming back to 1970, provided
a rare glimpse into the drivers behind our own newspaper.
Cliff described the Diary’s ethos:
“If someone was attacking Warrandyte we went after them, guns
blazing – we took sides. But if
something was going on within
Warrandyte, the Diary was impartial … ‘Save Warrandyte’ became
the paper’s catch cry.”
“Saving” Warrandyte was what the
Diary, along with its local cohort,
frequently did. It was Warrandyte’s
foremost crusader and protected
our community from over-eager
developers, local and state government privatisation of its public
assets, and even corporate giants.
Jock added due to the extraordinary sense of community ownership of the Diary, Cliff’s job as
editor was up there with the most
difficult not-for-profit CEO roles and
akin to “standing on a small hill to
have bricks thrown at [him]”.
Cliff credited Jock’s irreverent
cartoons and illustrations as helping to illustrate injustices, often-bizarre politics and colourful local
antics throughout the years. He
also attributed much of the Diary’s
early success to the contributions
of Lee Tindale and Peter Lovett.
Cartoon characters Clyde and
Ocker’s irreverent one-liners such
as, ‘They’re flushing our green
wedge down the toilet, Ock’, galvanised the town’s support and
antagonised adversaries — sometimes leading to Press Council
complaints and litigation threats.
These characters helped give the
publication its unique look and
cemented the town’s fiercely independent and protective spirit.
Then there was the Diary’s role
in cultivating many cadets such
as Clinton Grybas, Georgi Stickles,
Sam Davies and Rachel Baker,
among others, who went on to
promising careers.
Sitting in the living room-like
space above the bar at the Grand
Hotel, listening to Cliff share stories about our town and its idiosyncrasies, with illustrations and
added humour from Jock, it struck
me: How many towns can boast
such a loyal and fearless saviour
and testament to community?
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Quinton’s IGA in the movies
By TOBY WARD

WARRANDYTE’S Quinton’s SUPA IGA are the stars
of a new short film which aims to inspire healthy,
creative and affordable ways to feed the whole
family.
Last month, Independent Grocer of Australia (IGA)
chose Quinton’s to help launch the IGA Family Program and the new initiative is the subject of the IGA
movie. Owner Julie Quinton — pictured with her
children Hayley (left), Dale (right) and granddaughter Ocea, — says she is proud to be a part of such an
exciting program.
“We want to create an even stronger community
for all our customers and the IGA Family Program
is a great way to help families with healthy recipes,
creative activities and fun facts,” says Julie.
The film will become available towards the end
of this month and the team at Quinton’s SUPA IGA
can’t wait to show the community their on-screen
talent.
Quinton’s SUPA IGA invite local families to sign
up via family.iga.com.au and check out the new site
which provides information on how to live in a happier and healthier Australia.
The Family Program offers a range of activities
designed to encourage kids to be creative and imaginative as well as develop cooking skills.
The program also promotes educating children on
where their food comes from to help foster a greater and healthier relationship with food. This category, known as the “Paddock to Plate”, will have
regularly updated information and a newsletter to
members who sign up.
Members will have the chance to win regular prizes and children up to the age of 13 will receive an
exciting birthday gift from Quinton’s each year.
Julie says the store is proud to support a variety of
local charities every day through the IGA Community Chest initiative which also funds local sporting
teams and organisations through in-store purchases.
Quinton’s also supports the community through
the Quinton’s Rewards Points program that donates
a percentage of the money spent.
“We have a thriving local community with many
families shopping each week at their local Quinton’s
IGA,” Julie says.

Blessing of the pets at Uniting Church

Warrandyte Uniting Church’s Blessing of the Pets has become a popular annual
event. Rev Lynette Dungan and her congregation were pictured enjoying the
morning fun with their special furry friends.

Lavrin and Lawrence Orthodontics has recently relocated
into our new state of the art, purpose built facility.
Come and visit our new practice as we continue to care for the local
community for our 17th year.
1 Milne Street Templestowe, VIC 3106

www.lavrinortho.com.au

9846 3811
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Edward has right chemistry
By SAMMI TAYLOR

MEET Edward Nagul, a young Warrandyte scientist who’s completing
his PhD and using incredible new
technology to learn more about
our environments and ecosystem.
His research into monitoring the
health of our waterways is having
real world impact and scored him
a semi-finalist Victorian Young
Achiever award in the Victoria University Research Impact Awards.
Since high school, Edward’s fascination and dedication to chemistry
has seen him complete a Bachelor
of Science (Chemistry) and a Master of Science (Chemistry) at Melbourne University. Now he’s completing a PhD at the University of
Melbourne with the Environmental
and Analytical Chemistry Group.
A lot of our readers probably
don’t know much about phosphate concentration in waterways. Can you tell me about your
PhD research?
My PhD, put simply, is about
developing better ways to monitor
the health of our waterways. Specifically, my project looks at new
ways to detect concentrations of
phosphate in water.
Phosphate is a so-called ‘primary
nutrient’; all life depends on it, and
it is often the limiting factor in how
much bacterial growth a waterway
such as a lake, river or ocean can
experience. Phosphate concentrations at low and high extremes
are of interest; at high concentrations, algae bloom out of control,
and their subsequent death and
decomposition causes serious
damage to the chemistry of the
ecosystem, typically as a result of
fertiliser runoff from agriculture.
However, at very low levels (the
area my research focuses on) such
as in the oceans, phosphate availability is thought to control CO2
absorption from the atmosphere,
and it’s therefore of great interest
to understand how phosphate is
cycled through the environment

and its relationship to the climate.
The catch is that only recently
has the technology become available to routinely measure such low
phosphate concentrations, and
there’s a great deal of room for improvement!
This is where my project steps
in; redesigning the ‘gold standard’
phosphate measurement reaction
to be much more efficient and easier to use, exploring the potential
of materials science to help make
phosphate measurements even
more sensitive, and using automation techniques to perform the
measurements with mechanical
precision.
What is it about your area of research that interests you most?
Perhaps, ironically, my research
isn’t actually focused on measuring phosphate levels in various
waterways. Rather, it’s about redesigning and creating the tools

Ever since studying
chemistry in Year 10 at
school, I’ve known that
it was definitely the path
for me.
people need to actually perform
these measurements. The chemistry of phosphate detection has
a long history and the main reaction people have used for this
purpose has been misunderstood
for almost all of that history! This
area of research is about delving
deeper than most end-users of a
technology go. It’s about piecing
together the evidence to work out

what really makes something tick,
and then using that knowledge creatively to develop something new
and exciting.
What real world impacts can
your research have?
My research now makes it possible for people to remotely and
continuously measure phosphate
levels in water, and thereby monitor contamination events in real
time. It does this by extending the
working lifetime of the required
chemicals from a few hours or
days to over three months. This
should also make it much easier to
more reliably measure phosphate
concentrations on oceanographic
cruises, with much less manual
handling involved.
It’s incredibly exciting to be a
Victorian Young Achiever semi-finalist in the Victoria University
Research Impact Awards. How
does that feel?

Being a semi-finalist in the
awards was a great honour, especially since I was nominated
as such for both the Victoria University Research Impact and the
University of Melbourne Science
and Technology Award categories. Not only was it a wonderful
opportunity to speak with people
from many different walks of life
who’d made worthy contributions
in many different areas; I also saw
it as an opportunity to be a science
communicator. This is a responsibility that rests in large part with
the scientists themselves, the
responsibility to describe to the
world in plain terms what they’re
doing, why they’re doing it and the
implications of their work.
What do you love about Warrandyte?
The two things I love most about
Warrandyte are the community
feeling that pervades it and the
sense of serenity that comes with
living in such a lush, green area.
What can the Warrandyte community do to get on board with
your research and support your
cause?
Scientific literacy is an issue
which has never been more important to the community than
today, as it is science which makes
modern technology possible, allows us to understand the planet
on which we live, and provides a
conduit for turning curiosity and
ideas into real-life answers to problems.
Furthermore, understanding the
scientific process is crucial for policymakers to make well-informed
decisions. The more people who
can engage with science, understand the basics or even simply
foster curiosity - the persistent
desire to question and know - the
more forward-thinking, creative
and innovative the community
becomes. In the age of technology,
there’s no telling where that spark
of curiosity will lead.

This bunch is singing some tasty tunes
By RUTH BIRCH

FOR 23 years local singing teacher
Nerida Kirov has encouraged hundreds of locals to gain confidence
and enjoy a sense of community
while having fun mentoring Warrandyte’s own choir, the Chocolate
Lilies.
Named after a delicious sounding
indigenous flower, the group meet
once a week at the Warrandyte Mechanics Institute. Nerida encourages anyone regardless of their skill
level to come along.
“The beauty of harmony and
improvisation (rather than solo) is
that the singers are able to get rid
of the fear. We had a new member
recently who told me she really
thought she couldn’t sing, and I
thought well, no-one sounds out of

tune. They sounded great,” Nerida
says.
“Other people come in and say,
‘Oh no, I could never sing a solo’,
and then a year later they are
requesting it, so it’s all about confidence and opportunity.”
Operating out of two sites in
Warrandyte and Hurstbridge, the
60-person choir performs a large
variety of world music from gospel
to African and contemporary, all
unaccompanied, using just each
other’s voices and Nerida’s guidance to keep tune and time.
As well as fun performances at
the Warrandyte Festival and various markets, Nerida and the choir
have done so much in the local
community. With half of the choir
based in Hurstbridge, many of its

members were deeply affected
by the 2009 bushfires, having lost
close friends and loved ones. Nerida ran workshops in Strathewen
as a way of getting people to sing
when they weren’t feeling up to
talking and to give them a tiny bit
of solace from the horror of what

had happened.
Through the bushfire recovery
program, the Chocolate Lilies have
sung at the Black Saturday annual
bushfire memorial and at the fiveyear Central Remembrance event
at the Melbourne Museum.
The group’s dedication to the

healing process following Black
Saturday, and to bringing the community together, was deservedly
recognised earlier this year when
the Chocolate Lilies were awarded
the Nillumbik Australia Day award
for Best Community Group.
The next chance you have to
catch the Chocolate Lilies is at the
St Andrews Twilight Christmas
Market (tba).
Want to get involved? The group
meets at 7.30pm every Monday
night at the Warrandyte Mechanics
Institute. Don’t be shy, people of
all ages and skill levels are encouraged to come along.
Want to know more? Get in
touch with Nerida: neridakirov@
gmail.com or facebook.com/
groups/chocolatelilieschoir

Ron and Helen Cuthbert
have been members of the Warrandyte Lions Club for
39 years. Ron received the Melvin Jones Fellowship
(Lions International major award) and has life membership, while Helen received the James D. Richardson
award. Ron will be most remembered for the creation
and evolution of the CANTEEN fundraiser. During his18 years of involvement many
activities have taken place on Lake Eildon for teenagers, siblings and carers, touched by
cancer, raising in excess of $800,000. It is amazing what a Lion can do.
Please contact our President Jenni Dean 0401 963 583 if you are able
to assist us in continuing our valuable community work.
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Creekers arts festival fun
By TAMARA BROWN

Barry’s living in
the Seventies
POPULAR Warrandyte High School
teacher Barry Carozzi, well known
for his work on our secondary
school’s annual literary anthology
Scribblit and who featured recently in the Diary, was asked last year
to contribute to a collection of essays about life in Melbourne in the
Seventies.
The good news is the book,
Breaking Out: Memories of Melbourne in the 1970s, won the
Collaborative Community History
Award at the presentation of the
Victorian Community History
Awards for 2016.
The award was presented by
the Public Record Office Victoria
and the Royal Historical Society
of Victoria. In all there were more
than 190 entries for the various
categories.
Barry’s chapter dealt with educational innovation in the 1970s.
Barry is no newcomer to historical writing. In 2006 he was the
principal writer of the history of
Eltham Primary school’s publication We did open a school in
Little Eltham: Eltham Primar y
School, 1856 – 2006.

Park Orchards
kinder art show
PARK Orchards Kindergarten was
abuzz with excitement at its annual
art show recently. The children
had been collecting work throughout the year and helped select
which pieces from their portfolios
went on display.
In mid September families came
along to explore the gallery with
expert guides – their children.
Hundreds of pieces of work were
on display including paintings,
drawings, clay sculptures, wire
work, mobiles, bunting, beading
and much more.
For more info about Park Orchards Kindergarten visit parkorchardskinder.org.au or phone
9876 1618, email park.orchards.
kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

ANDERSON’S Creek Primary
School has been buzzing with
the sound of wacky instruments
designed and made by artist–in–
residence and internationally
renowned Australian musician,
Jon Madin.
Jon was recently featured on
The Big Music Quiz TV show
where he demonstrated his
unique and world famous Umbrella Bikes made from recycled
materials. All students at ACPS
learnt to play multiple pieces of
music using the umbrella bikes
as well as a range of Jon’s other
amazing instruments including
Echo Cellos, Ding Boxes, Homemade Drums, Shaker Rings… and,
of course, his wonderful array of
Marimbas.
As part of the ACPS Biannual
Arts Festival, Jon conducted
workshops over a two week period with all students and this was
followed by a series of matinees
and interactive performances enjoyed by the students and school
community. Students were also involved in celebrating other areas
of the arts though artworks and
installations displayed throughout the school.

Music and performing arts
teacher Mark Carthew praised
Jon for his marvellous efforts.
“Jon’s visit has had a major impact on students and resonated

throughout the entire school community,” he said. “Students, staff
and parents were blown away by
the wonderful arrangements as
they sounded just like a profes-

sional orchestra.”
Mark also thanked the local
Warrandyte Lions Club for their
generous sponsorship of Jon’s
involvement.

Warrandyte Primary takes learning outdoors
By GEORGIE WILKINSON

WARRANDYTE Primary School students are taking advantage of their
natural bush setting by taking their
learning outside.
WPS parent Brendan Curtis is
part of the school council’s buildings and grounds team and has
transformed a disused area of the
playground that he saw had great
potential for an outdoor classroom.
“The setting around this area is
very natural, very Warrandyte with
lovely shady tree stands of Red
Box gums and Candlebark. The
ambiance of the area is also very
peaceful and serene and would be
a wonderful alternative to the four
walls of a classroom,” Brendan
said.

Brendan maintains the Japanese
Garden at the Melbourne Zoo and
used his expertise in creating harmonious spaces using the lie of the
land and native, natural materials.
“l wanted to use local rock to

maintain the uniqueness that Warrandyte Primary School has over
many other schools, the native
bush feel, set on a hill, immersed
in gum trees,” he said.
With the help of several other

parents, notably Sean Ramak and
Iain Murray who provided equipment, material and labour for the
project, the outdoor classroom
became a reality.
Acting principal Rick Griffiths
says: ”Recent research suggests
that time spent in natural environments stimulates children’s senses,
improves their ability to learn, and
helps them make stronger connections about the world they live in.
We want to offer learning experiences that are personally meaningful to our students and we want
to allow them to learn through the
use of all of their senses.”
Foundation teacher, Cathy, whose
students feature in the picture, observed how relaxed and peaceful
her young pupils were when using
the beautiful outdoor setting.

Yarra Warra kinder crew find aloha spirit
By RENEE SHEVLIN

OH what a night, late October No.
22, what a very special time it be
… welcomed in by the lovely attendants from Yarra Warra Airlines
and it was going to be a night to
remember.
The annual Hot October Night
fundraiser for Yarra Warra Preschool
was held in October in the North
Warrandyte Community Centre. The
theme was Hot Hawaiian Night and
the only thing missing was warm,
balmy and tropical weather.
The preschool was lucky to have
a wonderful team of fundraisers

and the committee thanks Gen, Vy,
Maddy, Michelle, Belinda, Shanelle,
Kate (and their husbands!). The
group worked hard and went above
and beyond to put on an amazing
night filled will fun, laughter, dancing
and socialising. Millie the friendly
hostess from the Warrandyte kinder
came to assist on the night.
The night was opened with Warrandyte local Jo Pearson, rhythm
guitarist and vocalist, and her students who kicked off the festivities.
One of the most outstanding parts
of the evening were the generous
donations from many businesses as

well as individuals far and wide, with
most from the Warrandyte local area.
The committee also pays a special
thanks and acknowledgement to all
the businesses who gave so generously to the night.
There was a silent auction with all
sorts of items and experiences, and
many attendees bagged themselves
some amazing goodies on the night.
There were also items auctioned live
by the very talented and funny Chris
Chapman from Fletchers. The hot
items included four sentimental and
keepsake pieces of original artwork
by the children of Yarra Warra. Ev-

ery kinder child contributed to the
artworks (coordinated and designed
by the preschool’s very own talented
artist in residence Sue McIntyre)
which went on to fetch high prices.
The valuable funds raised on
the night all go towards making
the kinder even more special for
the students enrolled in 2017 and
beyond. Enrolments for 2018 are
now open and tours of Yarra Warra
Preschool are available by calling
9844 3808. The kinder will also be
participating in the Preschool Open
Day, Saturday February 25 next year
from 10am to 1pm.
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A Night Owl hoot
By STEPHANIE DELLER

A Twist on Thai
VEGAN, VEGETARIAN AND
SUSTAINABLY SOURCED SEAFOOD
Julia and Duncan invite you to try
delicious Thai Fusion dishes
Visit Us On Facebook - holybasilthai
OR holybasilthai.com
OPEN FOR LUNCH TUESDAY - FRIDAY
OPEN FOR DINNER TUESDAY - SUNDAY
1/66 Maroondah Highway Croydon 3136
PHONE: 97257771

MEREDITH Thornton has been the proud
owner of Warrandyte’s The White Owl cafe
for the past three years and the after hours
transformation has tongues wagging.
While teaching for several years at Anderson’s Creek Primary School, Meredith
admits owning a cafe wasn’t always on the
cards.
“It wasn’t always a dream, it was a challenge,” Meredith says.
“Having taught for a long time I thought it
was something else that I could try.”
The challenge was well and truly accepted
with The White Owl cafe transforming into a
favourite for the locals.
Even greater is the recent introduction of
the cafe’s Friday night evenings, when The
White Owl cafe turns into The Night Owl.
“It’s just a place where people can meet,
have a chat and catch up with wine and craft
beer from Kellybrook,” Meredith says.
“We have tapas, cheese platters and live
music every Friday night.”
Locals can enjoy a drink and some delicious food which is cooked out in the courtyard, where the live music is played and
fairy lights overhang.”
Every couple of weeks the Friday nights
have special themes including seafood paella night, sliders night, gnocchi night and
most recently a “crepes for change” night
which raised money for homeless youths in
Melbourne.
“Definitely people from Warrandyte have
embraced it and they’re bringing their
friends as well,” Meredith says.
“Because it’s casual, it’s an easy environment and people will come; you always see
someone you know down here.”
With The Night Owl being a raging success
so far, Meredith is certain the entertainment-filled Friday evenings will continue.
With friends, food, beer, wine and live
music in a relaxed environment, what’s not
to love? The Night Owl runs every Friday
evening until 10pm.

Our newsagency gets a makeover
By STEPHANIE DELLER

FOR the past year Dave Clement has
enjoyed running Warrandyte’s Goldfields
Plaza newsagency and has welcomed
some modern renovations.
Originally from Korumburra in South
Gippsland, where he lived for 25 years,
Dave decided to move to Melbourne in
1990 where he took up work for Australia
Post and Coca Cola, and is now happily
settled in at the local newsagency.
“I had some friends who ran newsagencies who said it’s all right, so I thought

I’ll give it a go,” Dave said.
“I like that you meet lots of people here.
There are lots of older people who just
want their newspaper and magazine.”
Recently the Tatts group decided to
upgrade their branches of newsagencies,
which means Dave has seen the recent
additions of some big DigiPOS screens
behind the counter.
While Dave admitted he liked the oldschool posters in the newsagency, he
said the digital set-up will connect more
to the audience moving forward.

“It’s bringing Warrandyte in to the 21st
century; you have to move with the
times,” Dave said.
“People have commented that it looks
good and it’s nicely set up.”
The introduction of DigiPOS screens are
an initiative to help keep the community
engaged with the business.
Dave said it had been seven years since
the newsagency saw an upgrade like this.
“People will want to come in and see
what’s on,” he said. “I’m happy with the
look.”

Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-roofing & New Roofs
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Skylights & Whirlybirds

• Gutterguard & Leaks
• Rainwater Tanks
• Insulation

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L

W O R K

ACT
GLOBALLY
- SHOP
LOCALLY

on labour only.

G U A R A N T E E D

Gardening
All aspects of
gardening,
brushcutting,
chainsaw & odd jobs

0408 592 795
or 5786 5666

Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte 9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

LOW IMPACT

Mowing
&

A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!

Carter
Art
Artistry in Iron
Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Yoga, meditation
& creative dance

GROUP
EXERCISE
CLASS
** FIRST CLASS FREE **

Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children

9.45 MON & WED

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

Improve strength & balance,
Keep fit, have fun & socialise!

9844 1128

bhavacentre@gmail.com

A
M

At Domeney
Community Centre

Knees Rd, Park Orchards

Call Liz 0427 310 881

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au
warrandytevet.com.au
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Your favourite local Cafe is transforming into a boutique local wine bar
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT FROM 6PM

WARRANDYTE
NEWSAGENCY

Beer, Cider, Wine, Tapas and live music each week plus
NOVEMBER 18 - Seafood Paella with Matt Darvidis
Bookings essential for these nights 9844 5124
Come on down to the Night Owl &
don't forget the WHITE OWL is now open Sundays 8-2

Come and see the Fabulous Four at Goldfields Plaza!

Shop 11 Goldfields Plaza, Warrandyte
9844 5083 or 0401 672 309 | adadamo@bigpond.com

HAIRDRESSING CONSULTANTS
AWARD WINNING CUTTING AND COLOUR
SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIR
AMONIA FREE COLOUR SPECIALISTS
PURE KERATIN SMOOTHING
FAMILY FRIENDLY SALON
LADIES, MENS AND CHILDREN
FORMAL HAIRDO’S – BRIDAL AND GRADUATION
ORGANIC HAIR PRODUCTS AVAILABLE
IN OUR MODERN AND PROGRESSIVE SALON

WARRANDYTE
QUALITY MEATS
SHOP 9, GOLDFIELDS PLAZA
9844 1563 | warrandytequalitymeats@gmail.com

12 Warrandyte Diary

November 2016

Two Buses from Warrandyte to Billanook daily
2017 College Tours
Tuesday 7 February - School at Work Tour
Saturday 25 February- Saturday Morning Tour & Scholarship Exam
Friday 24 March - School at Work Tour

An Independent, Co-educational School
in the tradition of the Uniting Church
Educating children from
Early Learning to Year 12

Reserve your spot now at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark
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Painters, potters
& textile plotters
By JAMES POYNER

THE Stonehouse Gallery has been a
part of the Warrandyte community
for over 40 years.
From its humble beginnings as a
small collective of like-minded potters to the exciting multi-disciplined
artist collaboration that it is today,
the gallery has been an integral part
of the Warrandyte arts community.
The Diary visited the gallery to
talk with Michelle Mischkulnig and
Robyn Carter who are two of the
current gallery membership of 18
women who collaboratively run the
business and support each other in
their artistic endeavours.
Michelle and Robyn were members
of the gallery when it moved from its
original location, the Stonehouse,
next to Tills Drive, to its current
location in the Old Gospel Chapel.
“We needed a change,” said Michelle when asked about the decision to move.
“It’s a totally different environment,” added Robyn.
“It is in such a beautiful position”,
continued Michelle. “We have the
river, the Kookaburras come visit,
we’ve even had Echidnas.”
Pottery is still a major component
of the art collective with nearly half
of its current members working,
partly or wholly, with ceramics.
But since textile/multimedia artist
Michelle Mischkulnig joined the
membership base now includes
artists who work in a variety of
disciplines which include jewellery
making, printmaking and weaving.
“It was an interesting journey,” said
Michelle.
Michelle also talks about the advantages of being part of a collective,
such as the Stonehouse.
“There is a lot of support, friendship, we can talk about creativity
amongst ourselves.”
The gallery also features artists
from all over Australia who are not
members as well as actively supporting local artists. Their collective
artistic diversity and this open support for local artists, and artists in
general could be part of the reason
why the Stonehouse is still around,
whilst other galleries in Warrandyte,
over the years, have had to move on.
“Warrandyte is such an arts area
and still has a lot of artists but we
have lost a lot of the artist outlets,”
said Michelle. “Warrandyte has

turned into an eating hub, really,”
adds Robyn.
The gallery is always evolving,
whether it be a physical move to a
more agreeable space, public visible space, or the way in which the
artists challenge themselves, and
each other. There is also, however,
a noticeable change in the public’s
perception of handmade, locally produced products, which can also be
attributed to the gallery’s continuing
success.

“There is so much interest in craft.
I think younger people are more appreciative of the skills involved with
hand craft now,” said Robyn.
Each month the gallery picks a
theme in which to ‘feature’ work.
Michelle explains they are trying
to move away from the term ‘exhibition’ as the word draws certain associations and, therefore, expectations
by the public in how the artwork is
going to be presented.
“[Exhibition] sets an expectation
to the customer, so now we just
feature artists’ work,” said Michelle.
Their next feature, which opened at
the beginning of November, is titled
“one out of the box”.
“It’s for Christmas gifts. The idea
is that all our members are trying to
produce something that they do not
normally produce. It will force us to
do something we do not normally
do… to push us a bit harder rather
than staying safe,” said Michelle.
“The great thing about this place,”
said Robyn, “is that you are not stuck
in a regime that pre-determines what

Deforestation and climate change event
By JILL DIXON

DEFORESTATION accounts for about 17% of
all global greenhouse gas emissions due to
human activities – more than global emissions
from transport. Quite shocking is the fact that
of the 11 world regions highlighted as global
deforestation fronts, eastern Australia is the
only one in a developed country.
Victoria is a significant part of our nation’s
deforestation problem and there’s a lot we can
do about our State and about deforestation
in Australia and worldwide. This topic will
resonate with our community because, living
where we do, we have a strong appreciation
that forests are the lungs of the earth and being at the heart of our ecosystem it is insane
to log old growth forests for woodchip, which
we still do in Victoria today.
Our community is invited to an information
night on Deforestation and Climate Change to
be held on November 17 which will cover: deforestation as a global problem and in Australia; logging in our Victorian Central Highlands
native forests, the impact on carbon emissions
and the need for a Great Forest National Park;
how the palm oil industry in tropical countries
is contributing to deforestation and global
warming; The Forestry Stewardship Council,
its aims and achievements; the differences
between Australia Forestry Standards certification of paper products (used by the Victorian forestry industry) and FSC certification;

and how we can all take action to limit carbon
emissions and global warming, including buying paper products from sustainable sources
and products that do not contain palm oil.
The speakers will include: Sue McKinnon, a
member of the Wilderness Society and a leading campaigner for the Great Forest National
Park, Adele Townsend, communications and
relationships officer with the Forestry Stewardship Council (FSC), and a speaker on the
global palm oil issue.
Time will be allowed after the presentations
for questions and discussion.
The information night will be held at
the Warrandyte Neighbourhood House on
Thursday 17 November 2016 at 7.30pm.
Gold Coin Donation appreciated. Supper
will be served.

you’ve got to do…. you get a chance
to do all sorts of things, which is
marvelous.”
The bonus of having the shop
staffed by its artists is that they are
are always happy to talk about the
work they are doing.
“You have a customer who comes
back many times and they follow
your work…you have people come
in after 10 years and say ‘I bought
one of your pieces and I love it,”
said Michelle.
The Stonehouse’s active presence
on social media and the general
publics’ interest in craft and locally
produced wares is on the rise, the
hope is that the Stonehouse Gallery
will continue to be a part of the
Warrandyte cultural landscape for
the next 40 years.
The Stonehouse Gallery is open
daily 10am-5pm, they also have
an extensive website detailing
the history of the gallery, its
members and the work they are
currently featuring: stonehouse
gallery.com
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Scholarships to
benefit our youth
By DEANNE DICKSON

SCHOOL leavers from Warrandyte
and surrounds will again benefit
from the Warrandyte Community
Bank’s scholarship program, which
will supplement study costs in
their first year of higher education.
Aaron Farr, Warrandyte Community Bank chairman, said the Warrandyte Community Bank Scholarship Program, which opens in
December, was launched because
the branch believed local students
deserved a fair chance to achieve
their dreams.
“We know an investment in their
education will help young people
gain access to tertiary education
and will yield great returns to the
student, their families and the local
community,” Aaron said.
“Ultimately, we want to be part of
a system that transforms the lives
of local students, so we’re committed to creating pathways to enable
that opportunity. Our young people are our future and we believe
they need the best support possible to achieve their dreams.”
Successful Warrandyte Community Bank Scholarship applicants will
initially receive $5000 in funding
for one year and depending on
academic performance, the scholarship may be renewed with a further $5000 to assist in the second
year of study.
Applications are invited from
eligible students, starting their
studies in 2017, from 1 December
this year. Applications close on 27
January 2017 and will be assessed
in early February.
Last year, the Warrandyte Community Bank Scholarship Program
supported five local students to
access a variety of courses across
Melbourne’s University network.
Jemimah Chacko of Wonga Park
said: “The scholarship has been
such a blessing. It has taken so
much pressure off my family and I.”
Scholarship funding gave Jemimah the necessary funds to cover
car related expenses and travel
costs, purchase all textbooks and
materials and has given her a head
start with a part payment of her
university fees.
“I am grateful to the Warrandyte
Community Bank for helping me to
attend university and to pursue my
dreams,” Jemimah added.
The Warrandyte Community Bank
Scholarship is part of the Bendigo
and Adelaide Bank Scholarship
Program, which partners with
Community Bank branches, Rural
Bank, Community Sector Banking,
La Trobe University, University of
Melbourne and Haven Home Safe.
The program has supported 450
students with $5.2 million in funding since its inception in 2007.
For more info call 9844 2233
or visit bendigobank.com.au/
scholarships
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Fireball frenzy a
More than $70,000
By SAMMI TAYLOR

FIREBALL 2016 is being applauded as an outstanding sold-out success, raising more than $70,000 in
much needed funds for our local
CFAs in a truly glamorous Saturday night affair.
The final figure matched 2014’s
result when $70,000 was raised to
contribute to a new truck for the
North Warrandyte CFA. This year,
the funds raised will go towards
buying a Slip-On: a 4WD first-respondent vehicle on the wish-list
of the Greater Warrandyte brigades for many years.
Fireball has grown since it’s inaugural event in 2014, generating
hundreds of thousands of dollars
and support for our local fire
brigades: North Warrandyte, Warrandyte, South Warrandyte and
Wonga Park.
The absolutely stunning Park
Hyatt Ballroom was the place to
be on Saturday October 15 with
hundreds of guests from the
Greater Warrandyte area dancing the night away in style—and
showing their support for the
fireys that dedicate so much of
their time to keeping our community safe.
It was ball gowns galore and old
Hollywood glamour with guests
dressed to the nines in their best
black tie.
Pre-dinner drinks were served
in the luxurious foyer before the
huge ballroom doors opened and
guests flooded the dance floor
and dining tables.
Melbourne’s hottest corporate
cover band, Popcorn, sent the
dance floor into a frenzy with covers from Taylor Swift and the Bee
Gees, while guests also participated in a live online auction to raise
more funds.
The live auction saw a stunning
natural ruby necklace donated
by Warrandyte’s own Ruby Tuesday actively stir the bidding, as

Watch our video of Warrandyte's
Fireball 2016 on YouTube
www.warrandytediary.com.au
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fantastic success
raised for our CFAs
did an original artwork by Laural Retz along with villas up for
grabs in Thailand and Bali.
Another popular item was the
wine fridge filled with wine
which one lucky local hairdresser
was lucky enough to win.
Major sponsor and Fireball
champion Julie Quinton was
thrilled with the auction results
and seeing the event come to
fruition.
“Our committee has worked
tirelessly for many months to not
only build an event with significant fundraising capacity but
also an event to remember,” she
said.
“From early feedback we think
we hit the mark. The Park Hyatt
ballroom was alive and full to capacity with Greater Warrandyte
taking it to town in support of
our fireys and enjoying a quality
night out to boot.
“Thanks to Warrandyte Community Bank, many attendees were
chauffeured in and out of the city
in comfortable buses from various parts of the area. The Park
Hyatt ballroom delivered a stunning impression as our community entered on the night. It was
alive and full to capacity.”
The Fireball committee will continue to raise funds for the CFA
and expect the 2018 event to be
an even bigger success.
“The objective of the night was
for our community to take on the
responsibility and obligation of
fundraising from our local CFA
volunteers. Fireball is the vehicle
for our community to ease the
burden of fundraising for our local CFAs,” Julie said.
“We choose to live and work in
this beautiful, fragile and very
volatile environment; so it makes
sense for us to ensure those
people who volunteer to defend
and protect it are armed with the
tools to best do that job.”

Pictures: DEB SULLIVAN PHOTOGRAPHY
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Be Fire
Ready.
THE REASONS ARE
BLACK AND WHITE.

Fire Action Week
The Right Time To Prepare

1. Plan what you’ll do in the event of a fire, talk
to your household and know where to access
information on high risk days.
2. Keep grass short. Fire can ignite and travel quickly
through long grass.
3. Get rid of dry grass, leaves, twigs and loose bark
around your home.
4. Remove or prune shrubs near windows and well
away from branches of mature trees.
5. Cut back overhanging tree branches close to
property – no branches within 10 metres.
6. Keep gutters and roof areas clear of leaf litter
(if you are physically able to).
7. Remove all materials from around the home
that could burn, such as boxes, furniture
and woodpiles.

emergency.vic.gov.au I VicEmergency app - launching November
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Beatles, a Bantam &
the mighty Bloods
By BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY

BEFORE Warrandyte High School existed
most of the local kids went to Norwood High
School and travelled on a bus to and from
school every day.
The kids from Warrandyte were different
from the other students at Norwood. We
were a tribe from the river town and appeared a bit feral compared with the cleancut kids from the ‘straight’ eastern suburbs
such as Ringwood and Croydon.
And the many painters, journalists, potters and poets living in Warrandyte gave
the place a Bohemian character. One of my
classmates, Greg Macainsch, had very long
hair and his father was a poet living in Berlin. In 1962 this was considered odd and eccentric, even in our free-spirited community.
Greg asked me one day if I’d heard any
songs from this new British band going
around called The Beatles.
“Nah, mate. I’ve never heard of them,” I
replied.
“Watch out for them, Bill. You’ll love them,”
exclaimed Greg. And he was right!
The next day I heard The Beatles for the
first time on my little tranny radio and from
that moment on I was obsessed with the Fab
Four. My schoolmate Greg Macainsch went
on to achieve pop stardom with the Aussie
band Skyhooks.
I bought my first motorbike when I was 14,
a 125cc BSA Bantam, with a black tank. It
cost 10 pounds and the purchase was kept a
secret from my father.
I can remember the totally addictive sensation of speed and power as I used to ride
the bike really fast along the back roads in
Warrandyte on hot summer days, the wind
whipping through my shirt and hair.
I remember the smell of hot oil and the
roar of the engine as I pushed the bike up to
top gear around the back roads of the town.
I experienced freedom, danger, excitement
and the thrill of flirting with the law, great
sport for a 14-year-old Baby Boomer.
During stinking hot summers, our river valley was like a tinderbox and there was real
danger of a firestorm. When the overheated
winds blew down from the deserts of northern Victoria, people were on high alert. We
were all aware that one spark could set off
a rampaging bushfire that could burn our
town to the ground.
In January 1962, I was camping with the
local scout troop by the river at the end of
Tills Drive when word came that the mother

of all bushfires was heading our way. We
were told we had only hours to get out. My
father Ralph arrived in his truck and the
whole troop piled on the back and my dad
drove us to safety before the deadly fire
arrived.
Later, as the fire approached, thick smoke
shut out the sun, making our surroundings
spookily dark except for a threatening
golden glow on the northern horizon; and
the hot wind howled. The fire front raced
towards the town at more than 60km/h. My
sister Suzanne, baby brother James and I
were put in a volunteer’s car and evacuated
to the city.
As we left I can remember peering out of
the car window and seeing burning leaves
and twigs raining from the sulphurous sky as
we raced up Melbourne Hill towards the city.
Only minutes later the fire swept over the
horizon and down into the valley, burning
almost everything in its path. In Warrandyte

alone more than 120 houses were razed and
four local men were burnt to death.
During the late ‘60s the conservative forces
told us the world was going to hell in a hand
basket. People were growing their hair long
and swearing in public, the Rolling Stones
were playing the “devil’s music” and John
Lennon had claimed the Beatles were more
popular than Jesus Christ. Casual sex was
de rigueur and the war raged in Vietnam.
Our government was conscripting young
Australians and shipping them off to war.
People of my generation faced the possibility of an ignominious death in a muddy rice
paddy far from home.
My generation believed the Asian war was
unjust and we couldn’t understand why we
were being called up to kill Vietnamese. My
generation was in the firing line for a war we
didn’t believe in.
Conscription was the sword of Damocles
hanging over our heads and cast a sense of

foreboding over our young lives. No wonder
our society rapidly developed into a hedonistic one.
Football was our winter obsession and my
father, Uncle Jack and Uncle Bill all played
footy for Warrandyte before the war. They
were a very hard act to follow. Thirty years
later, when I played for the same team, I was
constantly reminded of my father and uncles’ toughness and fighting prowess.
I loved playing football for the local club. It
was an honour to put on the red-and-white
jumper and represent Warrandyte every
Saturday. It was very tribal, donning our colours and chanting our war songs as we sallied forth to do battle against other towns in
the area. We ran and kicked and sometimes
fought as a team, totally bonded and loyal.
When I started playing with the senior
second team at 16, drinking was allowed in
the clubrooms out in the open. In the junior
teams we had to sneak the beers outside,
but now we were playing alongside the men,
we drank alongside the men. If we were victorious, we’d sing the club song with great
gusto and passion.
We had some wonderful day time parties
down by the river too. The boys who looked
the oldest would go into the pub and stagger out with slabs of beer, alcoholic cider,
whisky, gin, rum, bottles of coke and chicken
chips. We’d troop down to ‘The Log’ at the
river. I had a portable battery-driven record
player and we’d groove to The Mammas &
The Papas.
The hippies were gathering in Haight-Ashbury USA during this time and we experienced our own ‘Summer of Love’ on the
banks of the Yarra, dancing and singing together under the burning January sun.
We all got happily drunk and there were
never any nasty incidents or fights.
Peace, man! In between drinks we’d leap
into the cooling water and float on our
backs, staring up through the willow branches, hypnotized by the blue summer sky and
dreaming of the perfect world that was surely coming.
We were a generation of rather naïve young
Baby Boomers, but we absolutely believed
that together we could change the world
for the better. People power was just beginning and eventually 200,000 of us protested
together at The Moratoriums and, with the
help of Gough Whitlam, we stopped Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam War dead in
its tracks.

Warrandyte: a community of kindness

By STEPHANIE DELLER

THE Warrandyte community has
helped a small act of kindness
reach a national scale and it all
started with local Matt Lawson.
In September Matt (pictured)
decided to use his McDonalds monopoly voucher, which entitles the
holder to a free item off the menu,
to give to someone less fortunate.
After posting the idea on Facebook
the initiative went viral, receiving
thousands of hits and having a run
on channel Ten’s The Project as
well as overseas coverage.

CYRIL

“On the actual day, the token was
in my hand and I pulled up at some
traffic lights. There was a guy there
looking like he was having a tough
time and the idea just popped in to
my head,” Matt told the Diary.
“I put it on my photography page
hoping the people who follow my
photography would give it a go, the
phone started buzzing and lighting
up and the next morning I thought,
wow, this has really taken off.
“There are lots of people out there
who want to give but they don’t
know how to do it or where to go, so

I was quite excited and happy that
we were making a difference. There
are so many more people than what
you can actually help so the problem
is so much bigger than what anyone
knows. So for me it was a bit of an
eye opener that I wanted to continue
doing more things.”
Warrandyte’s Now and Not Yet
cafe community certainly helped
spread the kindness.
“We ended up putting a tin in
here with a sign on it, so we had a
whole lot of people who were coming in with vouchers,” Now and

Not Yet’s Derek Bradshaw said.
“The Warrandyte community is
such an amazing community so it
works really well in this context.”
The Salvation Army workers distributed the vouchers to homeless
people across Melbourne. Derek
said the community made a real
impact with the salvos collecting
close to 500 vouchers.
“If you’re doing something that’s
good for the community, the Warrandyte people are really passionate about that and are really on
board,” he said.

By PAUL WILLIAMS
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meets
Goodbye is a bittersweet Phelan Food
drama at Altair
This month the Diary
says goodbye to one
of our own, Lawrence
Phelan. The Diary’s
TOBY WARD caught
up with the departing
videographer to talk
about what the future
holds and why he’ll
miss Warrandyte

HAVING been with the Diar y for
three years, Lawrence – AKA ‘Larry’ – has accepted a three-month
internship in London.
As his time with the Diary comes
to an end, Larry says he’s reluctant
to leave his post as the newspaper’s
chief videographer and the fascinating stories that have come with it.
“It’s pretty emotional, actually, I’m
a little bit sad. But it’s the right time
for someone else to come in and fill
my spot,” he said.
“I’ll miss the random jobs. I filmed a
story on the runaway alpacas and it
was probably my favourite story I’ve
done. There’s been such a mix but
all of it has been a great experience
and a chance to learn and develop
my skills.
“When the kayakers got stuck in
the Yarra a few weeks ago, I was
standing alongside Channel Seven
and Nine, able to jump on the story
really quickly and help contribute to
a fast moving event.
“It’s so much fun when the news is
timely,” he says.
Larry’s produced over 30 news
videos at the Diary, providing wonderfully filmed and edited visual
insights into the lives of Warrandytians.
He says the Diar y’s willingness

By RUTH BIRCH

to combine both online and offline
content is the modern way to interact with people and something he
values greatly.
“The Diary recognises the need
for easily accessible content and
I’ll get to continue that at my upcoming internship at Spirit Digital
Media. They’re a very progressive
organisation that focus on bringing
previously offline media onto the
Internet. That’s the way things are
going and it’ll be exciting to be a part
of that,” says Larry.
And even though Larry’s work
focusses on online media, his ability
to communicate and connect with
people is undoubtedly one of his
biggest strengths.
“The Diary has taught me how to

talk to people and make interviewees comfortable during filming,”
Larry says. “People can get awfully
nervous in front of a camera. I’d
like to think I can help settle those
nerves.”
But Larry is quick to point out
he’s had some expert guidance and
management throughout his time
at the Diary. He says the assistance
and support of Diary editor, Scott
Podmore, has helped develop his
professional reputation and momentum.
“Working closely with Scott has
been great. He never lets me rest on
my laurels and keeps me motivated
and moving on new projects and
stories.
“There’s been very few times in

the last three years where Scott’s
felt like a boss or someone who’s
managing me. We just work together.
I owe a lot to him,” Larry says.
The soon-to-be traveller is clearly
excited for his new chapter and
hopefully Larry packs plenty of
warm clothes.
“I’m going to miss the weather
because summer is just starting
and I’m about to walk into a cold
and long London winter. But I’m not
going to miss the slow internet here
in Warrandyte!”
The team at the Warrandyte Diary
wish Larry all the best in his future
endeavours and hope he finds a
strong internet connection in London to keep in touch. We will miss
you mate!

FINE dining takes a seriously
dramatic turn this month when
Warrandyte’s Altair Restaurant in
conjunction with Atika Wines play
host to Shrouded in Silence by
Beata Frey Taylor.
Guests will be welcomed with a
glass of Yarra Valley sparkling on
arrival, before being treated to a
two course meal showcasing head
chef Kelvin Shaw’s distinctive
style, combining robust flavours
with the most exquisite presentation.
Shrouded in Silence will be
performed by a group of talented
actors and starring Gold Logie
award-winning actor John Wood,
famous for his portrayal of Senior
Sergeant Tom Croydon on Blue
Heelers. The performers will read
passages of the play, described as
“a poetic drama exploring the life
of a family entangled in a web of
consequence, disconnection and
inevitability. It reflects on life,
relationships and the choices that
are made for us.”
This special event will be held
on Thursday November 17 from
6.30pm.
For reservations call 9844 5548
or email the team reservations@
altairrestaurant.com.au

Twilight Fair
ST STEPHEN’S Anglican Church will
hold its annual Twilight Fair and Art
Exhibition on Sunday November 20
from 3pm-7pm.
The event, held in Stiggant St,
will feature free children’s activities (jumping castle, face painting,
games and craft), stalls selling jams,
cakes, craft, plants, toys and more,
a gourmet sausage sizzle and a kids
art exhibition.
For more information visit ststephenswarrandyte.org.au

Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943
Proudly supporting the community since 2002

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

Spring into Spring this year!!!

Proudly supporting the community since 2002
As winter starts to warm up and we start enjoying this lovely spring
weather, why not treat yourself or the family with a limited time offer.

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko
Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

youofready
for
the SUMMER
HOLIDAYS?
For theAre
month
October
mention
this ad, and
we will take $10 off
the price of any treatment at Warrandyte Osteopathy.
Spring
into
thispool
year!!!
Whether it be
down at
the Spring
beach, lying
side, camping or
escaping
the
Australian
summer,
let
us
get
your
body or
ready!
Come in and get yourself sorted for the coming months
ﬁx the
As winter starts
to
warm
up
and
we
start
enjoying
this
lovely
problems that have been brewing over the last few! spring
weather,
treat yourself
or the family
a limited in
time
Wewhy
treatnot
everything
from headaches
to with
toe problems
theoffer.
young right up to the “not so old”.
For the month of October mention this ad, and we will take $10 off
Sothe
come
down
andtreatment
see us at at
Warrandyte
Osteopathy
and let
price
of any
Warrandyte
Osteopathy.
us help you!
Come in and get yourself sorted for the coming months or ﬁx the
problems that have been brewing over the last few!
Shop 2, 90-92
Melbourne Hill Road
Warrandyte, 3113
2, 90-92
(NextShop
to Ruby
Tuesday)
Melbourne Hill Road
Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Shop 2, 90-92
Melbourne Hill Road
Warrandyte, 3113
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Thank you to everyone who
attended our Manningham
Women Inspiring Business
Lunch on 6 October with
special guest speaker
Moira Kelly.
“Moira was fantastic! Such an
inspirational person with an
amazing story. Thoroughly
enjoyed it.” - Attendee
It was an inspirational day
for all.

Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

Going to Uni for the first time in 2017?

Scholarship

Opening December 1.
Two scholarships of $10,000 spread across two years for eligible students
in the local community, attending university for the first time in 2017.
Drop into the Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch at 144 Yarra Street,
Warrandyte or phone 9844 2233 for more information or visit
bendigobank.com.au/scholarships.

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
Check out our new Manningham Business
Facebook page and follow us for all the
latest in local business news and events.
Visit www.facebook.com/
manninghambusiness

The Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch 2017 Scholarship is a management account of Community Enterprise
Charitable Fund ABN 12 102 649 968 (the Fund), The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo VIC 3550. Sandhurst Trustees
Limited ABN 16 004 030 737 AFSL 237906, a subsidiary of Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited
ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879, is the trustee of the Fund. S55250-1 (320091_v4) (5/10/2016)

By kind permission of HLA Management Pty Ltd, Warrandyte Theatre Company
presents the story of love, loss and betrayal that became Lantana

Speaking
in tongues
by Andrew Bovell

Directed by Susan Rundle

18,19, 25, 26 November
1, 2, 3 DeCember
Matinee 26 November @ 2pm

Warrandyte Mechanics Institute Hall, Corner Yarra St & Mitchell Ave

Book at www.trybooking.com/NMEI
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High flyers in China
By JOE CARUANA

WARRANDYTE High School students’ Victorian Young Leaders to
China program last month was a
huge success.
Thirteen Year 9 students returned to Melbourne after spending six weeks in China and taking
part in this life-changing experience.
The students had a fantastic
time and participated in a plethora of exciting activities and immersed themselves significantly
in Chinese culture.
Departing Melbourne on August
24, the students travelled to various Chinese cities including Beijing, Nanjing and Xi’an throughout the first fortnight. Fellow staff
member, Grace Johnstone, joined
me in accompanying our Victorian Young Leaders. We stayed in
hotels during the first two weeks
and explored timeless wonders
including The Great Wall in Beijing, the Terracotta Warriors and
Horses in Xi’an and the Confucius
Temple in Nanjing.
We attended classes at our sister
school in Suzhou and each of us

lived with a Chinese homestay
family during weeks three and
four of our unforgettable experience.

I was lucky enough to teach
classes at our sister school and
our Year 9 students were given a
taste of the life of a student at our

sister school. Classes started at
7.45am and ended at 4.45pm with
45 students in a class! What an experience. Our students have made
potentially life-long connections
with their homestay families.
Living the life of a university
student is the experience which
our Year 9 students embraced
during weeks five and six. We
stayed in dormitories at the Dushu Lake Higher Education Town,
still in Suzhou, the home city of
our sister school.
Each day our students participated in a plethora of classes
and activities all aimed at further
immersing our students into the
Chinese culture. Opportunities
included participating in traditional wood-engraving activities,
silk embroidery and 3D printing
activities.
Our life-changing experience
culminated with a return to hotel
accommodation in Shanghai for
a few days before leaving China
after six weeks.
Opportunities like these don’t
come along often and we certainly like making them available at
Warrandyte High School.

Diary goes global in Tokyo
Emma Rose Clark and friend Tori took the Diary to the streets recently in
front of Takeshita Street in Harijuku, Tokyo, to make sure the locals noticed
us in Japan. Well done, girls!
Send your entries to info@warrandytediary.com.au with Diary Goes Global
in the subject line and be in the running to win a weekend away at Crystal
Brook Holiday Park.

From Brittany to Warrandyte
with Zeste French Tours

ZESTE French Tours will present
a photographic exhibition at Now
and Not Yet on November 12 and
13 from a recent trip to Brittany.
Zeste’s Jane Annois said: “I took
a group of photographers from
Canberra, Sydney and locally,
from Templestowe to France in
September. We started in Paris
and moved into the countryside

and along the coast of Brittany to
find some stunning landscapes
and seascapes.”
The results will be on show at
the cafe just for the weekend.
“We would love everyone to
come to visit. We are having an
opening at 3pm on Saturday
November 12,” Jane said.

Got a travel story? Email scott@warrandytediary.com.au

One for the
water babies
Being an old salty what water based holidays are on
offer other than cruising?
(Dustin, North Warrandyte)
Dustin, ocean and river
cruising are by far the most
popular water based holidays and are frequently
promoted and talked about
here in Australia. If you are like
me, and prefer a smaller vessel at
a more leisurely pace, consider a
barge holiday.
Canal barging in France is a wonderful way to totally immerse yourself in the local countryside. Barges
are quaint, well equipped and travel
at not much more than walking pace.
Whether you are a single traveller
or are travelling with a group of
friends, there is a barge to suit your
exact needs. There is the all inclusive fully crewed option or you may
choose to skipper yourself. Some
barges are hotel style accommodating from eight to 20 guests. If you are
just two couples you may prefer to
be more hands on and skipper your
own smaller boat.
Regardless, you will be far from the
madding crowds amidst the charm
and mystery of France. Once you
have the type of vessel sorted, give
some thought to your itinerary. One
way journeys allow you to see more,
or you may prefer the convenience
of returning to the same point.
Do your homework, ask the advice
of your travel professional to make
sure visit local places of interest,
imposing citadels, elegant chateaux,
colourful local markets and of course
the many vineyards along the way.
If you are a little more adventurous,
some hotel barges offer a ‘Biking
Plus’ option – you can cycle as little
or as much as you like along clearly
marked trails.
If you are looking for a completely
different style of holiday – a barging
holiday is guaranteed to recharge the
batteries and heighten the senses.
Travel Tip
Earlybird offers are available now
for travel to Europe 2017. The ideal
time to book your flights and touring
options is now!
Our travel expert Carolyn is the
manager of Warrandyte Travel
and Cruise. Email her at carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au or phone
on 03 98442477

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

The only place to stay in
a cabin, in a caravan or
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover
‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!
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Say hello to
our epicurean
super hub
WO years after being
awarded Best New Winery in Australia by James
Halliday, Rob Dolan has
opened his schmick new
cellar door in Warrandyte South.
Set on 100 acres of rolling farmland and vineyard, and just 30
minutes from Melbourne CBD, Rob
has “location, location” sorted.
The space is open seven days per
week (10am-5pm) offering complementary wine tastings of 15 wines
(we recommend the Black Label
Four + One – a Mediterranean style
blend of Grenache, Sangiovese,
Barbera, Tempranillo and Shiraz
sold exclusively at the cellar door).
The stunning fitout was designed
by Dale White and Bek Gallagher
(The Public Brewery, The Cellar
Door by The Public Brewery,
Bekendales and The Farm Yarra
Valley) and makes a statement
with restored original features,
reclaimed timbers and a huge
wrap around recycled timber deck.
Wine is available to purchase and
take home or enjoy on site with
picnic blankets and games such
as Finska or Bocce provided free
for guests.
The winery is also home to the
Stone and Crow Cheese Company’s “Crow’s Nest”. Founder and
cheesemaker Jack Holman may be
better known for his role as head
cheesemaker at Yarra Valley Dairy
for the past 12 years, making him
an integral part of our region’s
food and wine heritage (some like
to refer to him as “Cheesus”).
Ever the innovator, Jack sees
Stone and Crow as a vehicle to
move the Australian cheese scene
forward by creating his own styles
without boundaries, and this is his
opportunity to be truly experimental. The core range of cheeses are
readily available in the cellar door
to take home or enjoy as part of a
platter on site. Our personal favourite would have to be the Galactic
– a 1-2 week old cow’s milk cheese
– think soft and delicate with bread
flavours and some acidity - perfect
with the True Colours Field Blend.
To complete the offering Rob has
commissioned the chefs at neighbouring dining and events venue
The Farm Yarra Valley to source
and make in-house a selection of
crackers specifically to suit Jack’s
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Wine & Dine

cheeses. Chef Ben Van Tiggelen
has worked for the likes of Jacques
Reymond, Dan Wilson and Neil Perry so knows a thing or two about
sourcing the best produce.
It also doesn’t hurt to have kitchen gardens on-site that are lovingly
tended to by Fabian Capomolla
(aka the Hungry Gardener). Fabian
also co-founded The Little Veggie
Patch, the company behind the famous Pop up Patch at Melbourne’s
Federation Square.
And if for some reason you still
find yourself wanting more why
not try something from Rob’s
accompaniments range – perhaps
the Cucumber Pickle or the Pinot
Noir Jelly? All of his accompaniments are made exclusively for the
cellar door by Caroline Grey from
A Bit of Jam and Pickle.
Rob Dolan Wines Cellar Door,
21-23 Delaneys Rd, Warrandyte
South. Open 7 days 10am-5pm.

Holiday in Dubai

4 Nights
Flights &
Transfers
from only

$1575*

per person twin share

Offer ends 30 Nov 2016, unless sold out earlier.
Travel 14 Oct - 24 Nov 2016, 16 Jan - 17 Feb 2017.

Great Weather, Dubai Shopping Festival, &
Dubai Food Festival make Jan & Feb perfect
months to holiday in Dubai.

ABN: 60 151 070 683 ATAS: A10667
*Agents may charge service fees and/or fees for card payments which vary. A fee will apply for payments made by debit and credit cards. Prices correct as at 12 Oct 2016 but may fluctuate if surcharges, fees, taxes or currency change. Offers subject to availability. Dubai Tourism
Dirham fee of AED10 for 3-star hotels and AED15 for 4-star hotels per room, per night is payable direct to the hotel upon arrival. Book Emirates (EK) in ‘X’ class. Advertised price based on mid-week (Sun - Thu) travel. Surcharges apply for other days. Further conditions apply.
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Birds are out in force
nature
By LINDA ROGAN

THE weather in October was tempestuous but the birds know it is spring!
Two Wedge-tailed Eagle chicks
have been fledged from a nest near
Warrandyte.
North Warrandyte friends had the
exciting opportunity to observe an
eagle family. The following are highlights from their report.
“We’ve known about the wedge
tailed eagles’ nest in the valley for
at least 15 years. When we first
noticed it, it was a largish platform
of branches in a somewhat spindly
Manna Gum at the base of a creek
valley. Over the years the nest has
grown steadily larger but fortunately
the tree has kept pace and managed
to sustain what is now a massive
edifice of sticks and branches.
“We’ve often watched the two eagles soaring - and only one year did
we see them flying with young – a
single young eagle that time. This
year there are two chicks in the nest
and they appear to be thriving.
“On that first sighting in September, the chicks were largely covered
with white down and a few dark wing
feathers. They seemed to be taking it
in turns to be active around the nest.
We watched one moving around the
platform, feeding on something left
by the parents (from our angle up
the valley side we could only see the
chick pecking down at something
and then standing upright with red
staining on the white down on its
face) and once flapping its small
wings. Meanwhile the other chick
was largely immobile down in the
nest. We wondered if that was a
weaker chick but the two then

swapped roles; the first settling
down for a rest while the second fed
and wandered around the platform.”
The photo attached was taken by
Joy Hick on October 6.
“After the high winds on Sunday
October 9 we went down to check,
worried how the chicks survived. No
need to be concerned! They are doing just fine. They now spend a fair
bit of time exercising their wings and

one jumps in the air while flapping
its wings.”
The last exciting reports came on
October 20 at 5.30pm
“Have just seen an adult eagle with
the first of the young flying over the
house. The young eagle is flying in
low circles, a bit uncertainly, but
becoming more confident. Has just
soared higher and headed south.”
And on October 25: “We must have

missed seeing the second chick fly
off but the nest is now empty so I
assume all went well.”
Thank you to Fiona Williams for
sharing this experience.
Pigeon play
Common Bronze-wing Pigeons
have also been amorous. Evidence
is all around me.
A beautiful Common Bronzewing
couple have been using my gravel

when I arrived at my destination.
The truth is that I had an unwelcome passenger: a smallish
grey-coloured spider, cigar-shaped
like a white-tailed spider, completely harmless no doubt, but a spider
none-the-less.
I should have realised sooner that
I might be harbouring such a stowaway, but I’d left home in something
of a hurry, having slept through the
alarm again, and wasn’t thinking too
clearly. I’d been woken by a painful
cramp that twisted one ankle into
an agonising knot. Who the hell gets
cramp in their ankle? I’d staggered
blindly up and down the passageway, yelping and gasping as fierce
paroxysms tried to tear tendon from
bone. How can you walk a cramp
out when you can’t even put your
grossly twisted foot on the floor?
Adding insult to injury, I blundered
into architraves, railings, stairs …

It was quite late by the time I eventually left home. In my hurry, I barely
noticed the overnight achievements
of the resident arachnids – multiple strands of web festooning the
porch outside the front door. A few
minutes later, turning the car into
Research Road, I was only dimly
aware that something tickled the
back of my neck. It is probably indicative of my state of mind that I
didn’t connect it with the shreds of
web I’d just brushed from my sleeve.
I rather thought the tickle might be a
clothing label, the long narrow sort
that – being attached only at one
end – tend to poke out above one’s
neckline.
I was halfway down Research Road
when something began a furtive
reconnaissance of my cheek. Probably a mozzie, thought I, brushing it
quickly away, as the blighters have
been whining in hordes since glori-

footpath for their courtship dance.
The male, in his brightest colours,
chest and throat expanded and tail
flared, struts proudly. The female approaches and they exchange pecks
alternating cheek to cheek. He gently
lays his neck across hers, lowering
her head as he mounts. Surprisingly
I observed her swap roles, necking
and mounting the male. We are keeping an eye out for a nest.
In the meantime, a Bronzewing
couple has made a nest inside the
shade house at the FOWSP nursery
to the delight of volunteers and
staff. Two white eggs were seen in
late September. By late October two
healthy chicks are fully feathered.
The photo (inset bottom left) was
taken by Josh the nursery manager.
Insects frenzy
Insects are appearing in large
numbers but the cool temperatures
have meant fewer native bees have
been seen. Huge numbers of the
Australian Common Hover Fly are
about and easily mistaken for native
bees. The photo (inset top left) taken
in my garden shows features that
indicate a fly, only one pair of wings
and very short antennae. Hover
flies are important pollinators and
their larvae eat aphids so they are
welcome in a garden.
Hot weather is here
November will bring warmer
weather so I will be on the lookout
for more of my favourite insects,
native bees.
Expect lots of action from moths,
butterflies and their caterpillars.
Keep a special eye out for Emperor
Gum Moths. While some native
plants will be setting seed, others
such as the Blue Pincushion will just
be coming into full bloom. Get out to
explore and enjoy what this wetter
spring will bring but don’t forget
your mosquito repellent.

Oopsy whoopsy with an incy wincy
LUCKILY there was no traffic in Yarra
Street! At 7.30am on a Sunday morning there’s usually at least a straggle
of cyclists.
Radio 774 in the trusty Corolla
had earlier broadcast a news item
regarding a woman, somewhere
or other in Melbourne’s suburbs,
who’d driven through the plate glass
window of a fast food outlet. For
the first time in my life I was close
to imagining how such a feat might
be possible.
Until this moment, all manner of
distractions had caused barely a waver in my car’s steering capability:
kids mucking around; kids panicking; Huntsmen spiders scampering
overhead; extricating the Melways
from a rear seat pocket; restraining
an Alzheimer’s sufferer who was
trying to bail out mid-stream on
the Hume; precariously ferrying
numerous varieties of lunch down

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

to the tennis club; retrieving my
handbag from behind the seat and
getting the shoulder strap caught
on the handbrake – none of these
attention-grabbing events has so far
caused our car to veer significantly
from its chosen course.
Until today, that is. Anybody who
saw my car do a double-take in Yarra
Street this morning must have wondered what the hell was going on.
I hadn’t ingested anything alarming, indeed not so much as a crumb
of breakfast. The muesli remained
innocently in its bowl, firmly wedged
between two library books on the
front passenger’s seat, ready to eat

ous spring sunshine finally penetrated months of wintry storm clouds.
By the time I got to the bridge,
there was a lively tickle promenading horribly close to my right ear.
Turning right into KG Road with
only one hand on the wheel isn’t
as straightforward as it sounds,
especially when one’s other hand
is busy trying to dislodge something with far too many legs from
one’s ear canal. As I negotiated the
roundabout, a trail of web drifted
across my specs, quickly followed
by the agitated landing of a small
spider on my arm. No panic. One
good flick and Incy Winsy was well
gone, sailing happily through the air
in the general direction of the front
passenger’s seat.
Nooooooooooooo! Yep. Bullseye.
Fair and square in the middle of the
muesli bowl!
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School’s cool but SUVs totally suck
t’s just as well this is my second last column with The
Diar y. I’m beginning to find
a lot that goes on around me
both mystifying and troubling
and I don’t think neither you nor I
want to spend more column space
than necessary, railing against my
perceived wrongs of the world. But
before I go, let me share with you
some of my more recent angst.
We live opposite a primary school
and it is usually a delight. I love the
sound of kids playing in the school
ground. Most of the time, during
recess and lunchtime, the noise is
a background sound of running,
laughing and whoops. There is the
occasional high pitched scream from
a girl but other than that, the noise
is ‘happy noise’.
The downside of being so close
to the school, of course, is that we
have traffic congestion twice a day.
Fortunately, the school has trained
the mothers very well.
They can only pick up from one
side of the street which means other
traffic can move along the street relatively easily. What they haven’t been
able to train the mothers about is
being more sensible about the size of
the vehicles they use for the pickup.
Why, in heaven’s name do they all
need gigantic SUVs?
Tiny mothers and even tinier children have to abseil from the vehicle,
reaching the ground, exhausted from
the effort.
And it’s not as if they have to
come cross country to reach the
school. We live in a well developed,
suburban area with excellent roads,
large house blocks, few hills and
zero need to ever use 4WD. So why?
I have heard the argument that they
are safer but for whom? We drive a
‘normal’ sedan and when we drive
out into our road, to have one of
these behemoths behind and in front
makes vision impossible. It’s like
driving in a canyon. And I certainly
don’t feel safe!
But back to the school day. Between recess and lunchtime, the kids

kibbled
"I’m here to tell you
that things have
changed in the ear
lobe piercing department."

often have PE and at other times,
inter house sport. Now there is
something inherently bizarre about
having a whole heap of kids line up
at one end of a course, hear a firing
gun, be told to run as fast as possible to the other end only to have a
delusional adult tell them there is
no winner.
One child has flashed past the
‘winning line’ with the rest trailing
behind like Donald Trump acolytes
and yet a smiling, rosy cheeked adult
tries to con all the participants that
‘Wasn’t that fun?’ and that there is no

one winner because they all did ‘so
well’. No prizes. They all get Certificates of Participation. The ‘losers’
squirm as they all receive theirs and
the real winner retreats behind the
shelter shed to rip up his.
Our grandson has done well in his
school, local and regional swimming
events.
He’s a good little swimmer but did
not fare as well in a larger pool of helicopter-trained piranhas at MSAC.
When asked how he did, he replied
honestly, “I was crap compared with
those others!” He knew instantly

there are levels of ability and not
everyone is the same.
That doesn’t mean he shouldn’t
be praised for his effort and involvement but it would be demeaning
to try to dismiss his knowledge of
reality by trying to pretend we live
in Glitterland somewhere over the
rainbow and that really, he was just
as good.
And it’s not just competitive sport.
I remember Herself and I took our
daughter and a friend to Myer Shoppingtown to get their ears pierced.
They had been hassling both sets

When: Thursday November 24
Time: 7.30-8.45am
Cost: $10 including a full cooked breakfast
Contact: Anissa Gracie on 9840 9330 or anissa.
gracie@manningham.vic.gov.au
Bookings essential by Friday November 18

buzz about town
Event: Warrandyte Film Society
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Friday November 18
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm start
Film: Camelot
After the arranged marriage of Arthur and
Guinevere, the king gathers the noble knights
of the realm to his Round Table. The dashing
and stalwart Lancelot joins and soon finds
himself enraptured by the lovely Guinevere.
Join now for July 2016 – June 2017. Annual
membership fee of $50 for 10 films. Must be a
member to attend.
Event:	2 nd Annual Warrandyte Business
Christmas Party
Place: Grand Hotel Warrandyte
When: Saturday December 10
Time: 7pm
Cost: $30 per person - Finger food provided
Bringing together local businesses for a wellearned festive celebration. Meet, greet and be
merry! Register at https://register.eventarc.
com/35058/warrandyte-business-christmas
Contact: Deb 0415 170 733
Event: Christmas Craft & Cooking
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Wednesdays 4pm–5.30pm from November 16 for three weeks
Cost: $49
For more information contact 9844 1839 or
info@wnh.org.au
Event: Learn to Meditate

of parents for ages and finally, they
reached the age, we had both agreed
was required before the body adornment could take place.
We arrived at Myer, fronted up,
lobes were swabbed, pierced, a stud
stuck in, were told to twiddle them
for a few weeks, were given some antiseptic spray, ‘in case’, paid and left.
My granddaughter has just had
her ears pierced. She too had been
hassling her mother about it and
had had to wait. I might add that the
required age arrived much earlier
than her mother’s.
The event took place in a shopping
centre, this time Eastland, and I’m
here to tell you that things have
changed in the ear lobe piercing
department.
Evidently, after the studs are in
there is a whole new regime of ointments/swabs/sprays to be used over
a long period of time.
Twiddling is now verboten. But,
it was the actual dealing with the
piercing bit that got to me.
You’d think if you are old enough to
have your ears pierced, you should
be old enough to cope with the pain.
Pain, however, is airbrushed out,
apparently, by holding a teddy bear
during the piercing and receiving a
Certificate of Bravery afterwards.
Oh, you do get to keep the teddy!
ROGER KIBELL

Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Thursdays 6 – 6.45pm from November
17 for four weeks
Cost: $40
For more information contact 9844 1839 or
info@wnh.org.au
Event:	Planning for bushfire can be tough—
why do it alone? A hands on workshop
to work on your plan with the CFA.
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Saturday 10 – 11.30pm Nov 26th
Cost: FREE but bookings required.
Event: Deforestation and Climate Change
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House,
168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Thursday November 17
Time: 7.30pm
Cost: Gold coin donation appreciated
Deforestation accounts for around 17% of

all global greenhouse gas emissions due to
human activities. Shockingly, of the 11 world
regions highlighted as global deforestation
fronts, eastern Australia is the only one in a
developed country.
Speakers include Sue McKInnon, a member
of the Wilderness Society and a leading campaigner for the Great Forest National Park.
Event: Discover sailing a Sugarloaf
Place: Sugarloaf Sailing Club
Accessed via Ridge road, Christmas
Hills (off the Eltham-Yarra Glen Road)
When: Open Day Sunday November 13
Time: 10am-4pm
Contact: Phillip Johnstone (Commodore)
phillip.johnstone@gmail.com
or 0408 360 815
Event: White Ribbon Breakfast
Place:	
Manningham Function Centre,
699 Doncaster Road, Warrandyte

Event: Warrandyte Music Concert
Place: Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
When: Saturday November 12
Time: 7.30pm (Doors open at 7pm)
Cost:	$28 full, $21 Conc., $10 child,
$65 family
Award winning Cellist Chien-Hsiu Ong and
Alister Barker present a dynamic evening
with works from Geminiani, Boccherini, J.C.F.
Bach and Ligeti.
Bookings advised on 0401 167 223 or warrandytemusic@gmail.com

Gigs
Event: Riffmaster
Place: RSL Warrandyte
When: Sunday November 27
Time: 4-8pm
Come along and enjoy the fabulous Riffmasters, always great fun. BYO nibbles platter
welcome. Sausage sizzle at 6pm. Drinks at
bar prices. Band box donation. All welcome.
Event:	Greg Champion & The Useful Members
of Society
Place: RSL Warrandyte
When: Sunday December 11
Time: 4-8pm
60s/70s rock covers with two ex-Daddy Cools.
BYO nibbles platter welcome. Sausage sizzle at
6pm. Drinks at bar prices. Band box donation.
All welcome.

Nominations for Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year

DO you know someone worthy of being Manningham’s 2017 Citizen or Young Citizen of
the Year? Manningham City Council is calling
for nominations for these annual awards presented as part of Australia Day celebrations.
The Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year
Awards recognise individuals who have
made a significant contribution or provided
outstanding service to the Manningham
community. Nominations are encouraged in
support of people in areas including, but not

limited to, community service, environment,
sports, arts and education.
Manningham CEO Warwick Winn said Manningham Citizen and Young Citizen of the
Year Awards recognise the fantastic contribution people make in our community.
“Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year
Awards provide an opportunity to acknowledge people in our community who willingly
give up their time to support others,” he
saiad.

“We’d love to be inundated with nominations, especially for young people but also
for people in older age groups, as we know
there are many people in Manningham who
work long and hard for the good of our community.”
People nominated should have made a
noteworthy contribution during the current
year and/or given outstanding service over a
number of years. Nominees must be Australian citizens and reside, work, volunteer or

study in Manningham.
The Citizen of the Year must be 27 years or
older and the Young Citizen of the Year must
be under 27 years of age as at 26 January
2017. The awards will be presented at council’s Australia Day celebrations on Thursday
January 26.
Nominations close at 5pm on November
18. More info and nomination forms, visit
manningham.vic.gov.au/citizennominations
or call 9840 9405.
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painting &
decorating
Andrew John
Managing Director

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

WARRANDYTE bradley curtis
ELECTRICIAN
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

▲ Domestic
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Airconditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135

Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING
REBECCA VAN DER JAGT
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

Economical Repairs to:
TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,
Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops
Telephones:
Repairs, Advice, Cleanup
Moves, New Batteries
Virus Removal, Wi-Fi
Extra Phone Sockets
Broadband Installation
ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

DIARY MINI ADS
CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.
PORT DOUGLAS 2 bedroom, self
contained, beachside apartment for
rent. A/C & ceiling fans. Heated pool/
spa. 2minswalkfromFourMileBeach.
Call Kerrie 0409 359 240.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE
We care for your pet when you
cannot be there. Honest, reliable
and professional care in your own
home. Call Norma 0409 137 246.
DESIGNER
WANTED
Local business 'Personally
Invited' looking for a part time
designer. Mac operator with Adobe
Illustrator proficiency. 9719 7744
hayley@personallyinvited.com.au

WANT A MINI AD? Call Briony 9844 0555

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia
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Arts on show at WHS
Students
unveil a year’s
worth of
beautiful work

WARRANDYTE High School’s
annual Art Show was officially
opened late last month by guest
speaker Stephen Reynolds.
A stunning collection of
imaginative and poignant art
work illuminated the DLC at
Warrandyte High School. The
artists and designers are VCE
2016 Warrandyte High School
students of Studio Arts, Design
Technology, Visual Communication Design and Multimedia.
Art and Technology students
went on a personal journey of
discovery. They explored an
endless plethora of materials,
techniques and processes.
The art pieces were the culmination of many weeks of work,
students established an ongoing
connectedness to art and the
work itself was a realisation of
their developing confidence
through the simple act of perseverance.
The Art Show was the culmination of the year’s work from
the VCE Art and Technology
students at WHS and was well
attended by parents, grandparents, friends and teachers.
The school says it looks forward
to the mesmerising work stuidents 2017 will create. The bar
has been set very high.
Pictures: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

healthbarmelbourne

Specialty food & coffee

______________________
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Our junior
tennis
champs
shine
By MAREE NEIL

WARRANDYTE Tennis Club was
buzzing for the Warrandyte Junior Tennis Club Championships
recently with the big question
looming: who would take home
the trophies? Who would be the
2016 club champs?
It was a fun weekend with competition played over the two days
and broken up into event categories.
Miraculously, the weather held
off and all matches were played
without delay. There was a
high standard of junior tennis
displayed at every level. We
are proud of the sportsmanship
shown by all our juniors making
the competition a joy to watch.
A giant thank you to Tony Honeyborne and Alistair Tudor for
their superlative organising of
the event.
Saturday’s results
Boys Doubles champions: Matthew Neil & Colin Chan, runners
up: Jonathan Dao & Johnny
Huang; Green Ball Doubles
champions: Angus Boell & Tom
Morcom, runners up: Ethan
Dench & Andrew Nicolettou;
Green Ball Singles champion:
Daniel Mizzi, runner up: Blake
Haslam; Orange Ball Singles
champion: Angus Boell, runner
up: Farrah Haslam.
Sunday’s results
Junior Boys champion: Cameron
Do, runner up: Johnny Huang;
Junior Girls champion: Ruby
Bradford, runner up: Vanessa
Darmos.
Congratulations to all the winners
and thank-you to all the participants and parents who helped
out on the day.
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Rich pickings
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

WARRANDYTE’S football pedigree
has grown significantly in just a
few years. A premiership winner in
Shane Biggs (Bulldogs), a Top 3 draft
pick in Christian Petracca, and AFL
games for Jacob Ballard and Jason
Castagna all got Bloods fans excited
over the past two seasons.
Rounding out Warrandyte’s footy
family are the Richardsons. Alan and
his son Ben have been making their
mark on the AFL and local football
landscape.
Ben has been a consistent member of Warrandyte’s U19 and senior
teams and was nominated to the EFL
U19 squad this year for his strong
performances.
Meanwhile, Alan – a former AFL
player with Collingwood – took over
as coach of St Kilda in 2014 and has
been making steady improvement
ever since. His Saints finished ninth
in last year’s campaign and look
primed to push for the finals in
coming years.
The relationship between the two
has been extremely beneficial for
Ben’s football, although Alan takes
great care not to play coach at every
opportunity.
“If he wants to be coached or if he
asks my opinion then I might get a
bit more involved than just the normal sporting parent, but I’m really
conscious of waiting for Ben to be
wanting that support… I’ve been
really impressed with the coaching
down at Warrandyte; my message
tends to be much more of a supporting one,” Alan says.
Ben’s opinion is similar, noticing
the positive effect Alan’s knowledge
has had over the years.
“He’s been much more of a parent
than anything, I’ve probably just
seen him more as dad. I haven’t utilized it as much. What we do, if I feel
like having a kick with him, it turns

from kick to kick to every practice
we can think of,” Ben says.
“The best part is markers up with
my brother Lachie, we get competitive, we don’t speak to each other,
it’s ‘game face’ on. What he (Alan)
will do is stop it, play through every
drill and really talk through what
we’re doing and what we need to
improve on and it really helps. In the
end and he sort of looks at us with
a funny face when we do it right.”
However, Alan’s advice on game
day isn’t always available, as head
coaching duties at an AFL club
have provided their own unique
roadblocks.
“I would have only seen four or
five games this year, because if we’re
not playing, then our VFL team is
probably playing, and if they’re
not playing, than the team we are
playing the next week is probably
playing. So between our VFL team,
the upcoming opposition or our own
team I’m probably busy, but it’s good
to get along when I can,” Alan says.
The only thing that does get on on
the family’s nerves is Alan’s inability
to keep his hands off the remote,
according to Ben.
“We can’t watch a full football
game without that pause button. It’s
always watch this, look at that, he
loves his vision,” Ben says.

Such is Alan’s passion for coaching. After returning to East Burwood
to coach his boyhood and father’s
team, Alan realised he had an opportunity to turn his passion into
a career.
“In my last year I predominantly
played seconds at Collingwood, my
role pretty quickly became as more
of a mentor as well as focusing on
others rather than just my performance. There was always a real
want, having played my junior footy
there, to get back to East Burwood
after I finished and to coach the
team. At that stage it was just about
East Burwood, but I really enjoyed it
and it sort of went from there.
“I’m a footy nut, I love footy and
love seeing people achieve their
goals. That’s probably 90 percent
of the job, working with young men,
really ambitious driven young men.
The part that I find challenging is just
the amount of meetings… at times
that can be a little bit frustrating because that takes you away from what
you really want to be doing, working
with the group or working with a
player.”The Richardson infatuation
with football is something the entire
family shares and was bred into the
children from a young age. Through
Alan’s father’s connections with East
Burwood, right down to Ben’s cur-

rent association with Warrandyte,
football has remained something
that rings synonymous with being
a Richardson.
“It was up to them, of course; we
were going to be supportive whichever way. But it was pretty hard not
to, footy was a really big part of our
lives. For me now it’s been going on
31 years in footy where it’s been my
job, it would be hard for the guys not
to be involved,” Alan says.
“Irrespective of what grade they
play, my want as a parent was that
they would be involved in footy,
because of how good footy clubs
are for young people. Footy clubs
are just great social hubs for young
people to be involved in, to work
as a team, to be disciplined, they
are all really good things. Those are
things that I hoped for… we just
think sport and footy in particular
is just so healthy.“I love my footy
and I’m probably going to play that
until my bones and muscles won’t
let me. I’ll always have sport in my
mind throughout my life and no
matter what, if I have a week without
playing sport I’ll go crazy,” Ben says.
What 2017 holds for the Richardsons football wise is anyone’s guess,
but what’s certain is that when the
season starts, the entire family will
be involved one way or the other.

Bloods begin season 2017 planning
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

THOUGH on-field action has come
to a close for the Warrandyte Football Club, off-field work to ensure a
productive 2017 has begun. After a
turbulent 2016 campaign, the Bloods
are looking to add stability in the
coming year and have made an appointment to kick-start the process.
Jackie Austin has recently been
appointed as sponsorship manager
for 2017 and aims to attract a range
of local businesses to join forces
with existing sponsors to better
support the club through a period
of development.
Jackie (pictured right with AFL
legend Kevin Sheedy) has been a
familiar face in recent years through
her connection with a certain Bloods
legend and is ready to take the next
step in terms of club involvement.
“Through my partner Andrew
‘Bucky’ Rodgers, I have grown to
love Warrandyte Football Club as
a supporter over the past six years
and saw the role as the perfect
opportunity to make more of a contribution that will hopefully make
a difference to the success of the
club,” Jackie said.
The club is welcoming business-

es of any shape, size or financial
capacity to register interest and is
offering unique benefits to sponsors
who choose to attach their name. In
2016, Austin and Rodgers (pictured
left) launched their digital sports
media venture DigitalHonourboards.
com, which aims to provide a new
and improved way of digitally showcasing club photos, legends and
sponsors at venues.
The Bloods installed their own honourboards throughout the course of
the 2016 season in order to present
their sponsors and players in a new
light, with terrific feedback.
Additionally, the club is set to offer
sponsorship packages and incentives, making 2017 an ideal year to
consider, according to Austin.
“Our plan for 2017 is consolidation,
growth and development across the
board. After the 2015 triple premierships we lost nearly 30 players from
our list and had key management
changes with a new senior coach
and new president. For our sponsors
to continue to support and stick with
the Bloods this year, given these
changes, showed great loyalty and I
for one want to thank them for that.
“We will be stepping up the pro-

motion of our sponsors with greater
exposure than ever before, we want
to continue to develop our current
sponsor relationships and grow our
local business sponsorship base in
2017. It’s a great time and opportunity for local business to get on
board.”
The importance of the role, as well
as the additional effort it will require
has not been lost on Austin, who is
extremely committed to the club
and looks set to add some renewed
vigour to the staffing.
“Season 2017 has already started
for me and I am really enjoying the
challenge as it’s a role I have not
done previously. It will be a very
busy six months learning and developing the role. It’s certainly a new
responsibility, different from being a
supporter on the sidelines, but I am
passionate about Warrandyte, the
direction we’re heading and president Peter Hookey has been a great
support. With his leadership, professionalism and vision I believe this
club has a very promising future.”
The club has the opportunity to
refine certain ideas at their AGM
on November 21, commencing at
7.30pm at the clubrooms.
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Cricket resumes
By RYAN HOIBERG

Gold for
Gilling in
Coolangatta
By MIKEY DI PETTA

MOST people associate Coolangatta with a relaxing trip up to the
Gold Coast to soak up some sun.
But for Matt Gilling, Coolangatta
means hard work and competition.
After months of training and
physical commitment, Gilling’s
hard work paid off at the 2016
Coolangatta Gold National Surf
Lifesaving competition by claiming first place in the 20-29 men’s
category on October 16.
The 41.8km race involves a surf
ski paddle, run, swim and board
element, all of which Gilling meticulously prepared for with an
intense training regime.
“I decided I’d go end of last
season. Training wise I was doing
three sea sessions a week, six
swim sessions, two gym, two runs
and one board session,” Gilling
said.
“I got up on the Friday, went for
a paddle and got a feel for it. It
was nice and warm, much better
than Victorian weather. I had an
easy day Saturday watching the
short course race before I raced
on the Sunday.”
The 20-year-old showed terrific
endurance and composure over
the course of the event, considering it was the first time he had
competed. Gilling first navigated
the 23km surf ski paddle section
before completing a 2.5km run.
After that, it was 3.5km in the
pool, 6.1km on the board before
another 7.1km run on soft sand to
finish, with a time of 4 hours, 46
minutes and 34 seconds.
“With about 3km left of the ski
paddle, I led from there to the
finish, which was really nice.
Once I was in front after the ski
I was confident I could hold the
lead I had over the guys in my age
group,” Gilling said.
Considering Gilling believes the
ski paddle is his weakest area,
his confidence was certainly not
misplaced. A specialist swimmer
because of his background in the
pool, Gilling now has his sights
set on competing in the elite category, which contains professional
athletes.
I didn’t end up being too far
behind the top elite guys, so considering I was not too far outside
their sort of times, next year I’m
going to try to race in the elite
category,” Gilling said.
The young athlete now turns
his attention to the “Aussies”
(national championships) and the
Victorian events held early next
year in Queensland and Victoria
respectively.
The strides Gilling has made are
even more remarkable when you
learn he only began surf lifesaving at the age of 16 and racing at
17. With such improvement made
in a short time, the sky appears to
be the limit for what this man can
do in the water.

Do you have a local
sports story? Contact
Mikey Di Petta on
0488 192 018

CRICKET has returned to Warrandyte for the 2016/17 season, but due
to some bemusing league decisions
and wet pitches, there have only
been six results from a possible 20
games.
Despite a few sunny forecasts on
Saturdays, the RDCA has elected to
call two different rounds off across
the league to ensure fair competition, with varying quality in grounds.
On the positive side, Warrandyte’s
seniors had only lost one game by
October’s end.
In the available games, Warrandyte
showed extremely promising signs.
The First XI and Second XI both took
victories in Round 1. For the First XI,
Dave Mooney started off yet another
season in fine nick, posting 47 not
out to guide Warrandyte to a very defendable 170 at a slow Dorset Oval.
In doing so, Mooney became the
highest all time First XI run scorer,
setting another record in his golden
career with the club.
South Croydon was under pressure
from the start, with Daniel Barry
and Alex McIntosh taking apart the
batting lineup with three and two
wickets espectively.
Warrandyte went on to win by 45
runs.
In Round 2, Warrandyte faced a
tough task at home, chasing 351 after
Templeton thrashed the bowling attack around the Warrandyte Cricket
Ground. Warrandyte’s coach Jake
Sherriff (6/76) was reliable with the
ball on a tough day, taking late scalps
to peg back the wickets before Warrandyte was saved by the rain.
The Second XI was also victorious in Round 1, recording a strong
home victory against Warranwood.
Dale Lander led from the top of the
order with 62, while new skipper
Campbell Holland slashed 47 to give
his side an excellent start. Lander
would be promoted to the First XI
the following round and Warrandyte
knocked out 207 before sending in
the bowling attack.
The home side was able to dismiss
the Warrandwood batsmen in quick
order on a fast wicket, taking a 50run victory thanks to tight bowling
from Tom Ellis (3/10) and Campbell
Holland (3/13).
In other results, Warrandyte’s
Third XI thanked Tyson Brent and
Josh Aitken for providing 264 in their
first game of the year.
On a postal stamp ground against
Montrose, Brent’s batting was exceptional considering it was his first
knock of the season, giving the team
good faith in their batting lineup.

Hat-trick hero: Steve Warr (second from left) with John Prangley, Dean Gidley and Nathan Croft.

The Fourth XI cruised to victory
in its run chase against Heathmont
Baptists, returning to the holy grail
ground at Stintons Reserve.
Patient batting from Dave Molyneux and direct bowling from John
Prangley and Daniel Woodhead
made the difference.
The Fifth XI was unable to chase
down Ainslie Park, despite some
strong individual performances.
Ben Sprout pegged back the Ainslie
Park batsmen with a five-wicket haul,
effectively closing out the innings
with late strikes to hold the batters
to 207.
Stephen Grocott provided hope
for Warrandyte with 41no, but they
eventually fell 42 runs short.

Results:
First XI: Round 1 – Warrandyte
6/170 (Mooney 47 not out) d South
Croydon 8/135 (D Barry 3/20, McIntosh 2/16). Round 2 – Warrandyte
drew Templeton 8/351 (Sherriff
6/76)
Second XI: Round 1 – Warrandyte
6/207 (Lander 62, Holland 47) def.
Warranwood 157 (T Ellis 3/10, Holland 3/13). Round Two – Warrandyte drew with North Ringwood.
Third XI: Round 1 – Warrandyte
drew with East Ringwood. Round
2 – Warrandyte 3/264 (Brent 106,
Aitken 59 not out) d Montrose 135
(Smead 3/16, Ison 2/16). Round 3 –
Warrandyte drew with Norwood.
Fourth XI: Round 1 – Warrandyte

drew with Warranwood. Round 2
– Warrandyte 3/135 (Molyneux 60)
d Heathmont Baptist 7/130 (Prangley 3/17, Woodhead 2/19). Round
3 – Warrandyte drew with South
Warrandyte.
Fifth XI: Round 1 – Warrandyte
drew with Croydon North. Round
2 – Warrandyte 165 (Grocott 41
not out, Jackson 32) d by Ainslie
Park 7/207 (Sproat 5/34). Round 3
– Warrandyte drew with Heathmont
Baptist.
Sixth XI: Round 1 – Warrandyte
drew with North Ringwood. Round 2
– Warrandyte d by Heathmont Baptist (forfeit). Round 3 – Warrandyte
drew with North Ringwood.

Sun shines on Warrandyte MTB
By WENDY SNOWBALL

THE Warrandyte Mountain Bike
Club has been very busy with the
thought of finer weather and warm
sunny days to ride in.
The club AGM was recently held
at the Grand Hotel Warrandyte, not
only promising much to look forward to over the next 12 months,
but also recapping on past accomplishments.
A sea of green jerseys was present in Bendigo for the Victorian
Schools Cycling Championships
held by Cycling Victoria last
month. The likes of James Barnes,
Kyle Donohue, Courtney Snowball,
Mitchell Snowball, Jordan Murphy,
Coco Butterfield, Will Butterfield
and Shae Mattison all held fast in
their respective races, making the
club proud with plenty of podiums.
Individually, Craig Peacock had a
tremendous season, racing his way
up the elite ladder and into the
worlds (championships) where he
proved you don’t need to be young
to dominate the field. Craig raced
strongly in the worlds, but struck
bad luck on the final lap in blowing
a tyre out. However, Craig ensured
he finished the race and carried his

bike over the finish line.
Ross Snowball also had a strong
year on the bike, finishing first at
the Alfred three-hour Bright event
in September. Furthermore, Snow-

ball recently returned from Western Australia where he placed 20th
in his age group (72nd overall in a
field of 1400 riders) at the Cape to
Cape, Margaret River.

The club’s Anglesea social ride
held on September 25 was also
a successful event with over 20
club riders participating. Spirits
weren’t dampened on a miserable
day and special thanks are in order for Adam Kelsell who led the
ride, showing the club his local
digs. Some riders were luckier
still, finishing with ice-cream or
hot chocolate at the newly opened
Chocolatarie in Anglesea.
Finally, the club announced its
grant winners for the year. A full
grant to the value of $550 was
offered to Kyle Donohue to cover
the cost of the Victorian Junior
Development Squad. The grant is
fully sponsored by the clubs proud
sponsor, Sanctum Homes, contributing to the future of mountain
bike juniors and giving them the
chance to part take in the squads.
The club also awarded a smaller
grant to Courtney Snowball for
her participation in mountain bike
skills teaching. She has recently
acquired her O level certification
to teach others the skills of Mountain Bike riding. Thanks are again
in order for Sanctum Homes for
making this possible.
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