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Giant steps

Warrandyte’s Gerard Stevenson, pictured with wife Sue, may be paralysed from the neck down
after a horrific fall at home almost two years ago, yet he powers on with what is a new way of
life but with the same old love from family and friends. With that kind of support and finding
inspiration in a famous Sir Isaac Newton quote, Gerard enters the blogosphere with his new blog
‘Stand on the Shoulders of Giants’ – www.standontheshouldersofgiants.com.au – more Page 7.
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood,
Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Warm hands
Warm heart

HOURS
Tues–Sat: 11am–5pm
Sundays: 12noon–5pm

just kidding
N that particular
morning the sun got
up well before Miles
the Swagman.
He was sleeping
in a hammock that he found
in his magical swag, the one
with “Caboodle” stitched on
the side, left to him by his
predecessor just a few days
before.
Miles had done a lot of walking since then, and the tall
spreading trees that supported his hammock made such
a fine sun shade he was seriously thinking of spending the
morning in bed.
“I expect these are Coolabah
trees,” he thought to himself.
They weren’t. They were
Eucalyptus Camaldulensis,
River Red Gums, but it takes
a while to learn the difference
when you’re new to the job
like Miles.
It was thinking, of course,
that lead to his downfall. That
and the fact that hammocks
are very tippy things when
you’re frightened out of your
wits by a voice you’re not
expecting.
“Hello!” said the voice and
down fell Miles.
“Who do you think you are
sneaking up on people like
that?” said Miles looking up
into the face of a small boy of
many freckles.
“Michael,” said Michael.
“Have you seen a bull?”
“Of course I have. It’s like a
big cow with a bad temper,”
answered Miles who knew
more about animals than he
did about trees.
“I mean have you seen a bull
today?” persisted Michael.
“Of course not,” said Miles.
“Why?”
“I’ve lost one.”
“How can you lose a bull?”
asked Miles.
“I left the gate open.”
Now if you’ve ever been to a
farm you know the one thing
you must never do is leave a
gate open. Clearly, Michael

Mile's Stone 142...

was a small boy in trouble.
And so was anyone else who
got in the way of the missing
bull.
Miles decided it was time
he got up.
“Was it a black bull?” he
asked, getting up.
“Yes,” said Michael.
“With a ring through its nose
and nasty little orangey eyes?”
“Yes.”
“I think I’ve found it,” said
Miles staring at a black bull
with a ring through its nose
staring at Michael and Miles
through nasty little orangey
eyes.
And staring at the bull staring at Michael and Miles were
three anxious horsemen, one
of whom looked so much like
Michael it could have been
his father.
“Nobody move!” barked
Michael’s father.
“BELLOW!” bellowed the
bull, scaring the pants off 142
nearby field mice as the bull
shook his fearsome horns.
“Horn!” thought Miles and
dived into his magical swag
pulling out a battered old
trumpet and blowing it as hard

as he could.
“Twpht!” went the trumpet with a twpht so pitiful it
wouldn’t frighten a mouse let
alone a bull, in fact many of
them just pulled their pants
up and scurried away.
“BELLOW!!” repeated the
bull till the remaining mice had
their hearts in their mouths.
“Bellows!” thought Miles and
plunged back into his swag till
he found an old set of bellows
– a curious bag of air between
two handles – which Miles
jammed into the mouthpiece
of the trumpet and started
pumping till the air squeezed
through the horn like a howling wind.
“TTWWPHTT!!!” went the
horn with a ttwwphtt so loud
the bull reared on its hind legs
and charged – straight off in
the other direction, between
the startled horsemen, back
into the safety of his peaceful
paddock while a hundred or so
mice swallowed their hearts
again and scurried after him.
With a whoop of delight,
Michael’s dad scooped the
boy up and galloped after the
other horsemen galloping

after the bull.
“What a magical swag,”
smiled Miles as he repacked
the bellows, the horn, the
hammock and the rest of his
camp. Then hoisting Caboodle
to his shoulder he went on
his way.
When the bull was safely
locked away and the gate
firmly shut, Michael’s father
returned to thank the young
swagman who had saved the
day, not to mention his many
freckled son, Michael. But
by that time Miles was, well,
miles away.
Instead they erected a stone
with the letter M for Miles and
the number 142. And whether
that stands for the number of
mice who ran for their lives
or the weight of the bull (in
stone of course) I’ve never
been quite sure.
And if you’re wondering if I
made up the whole thing you
can see Milestone 142 for yourself beside a stand of River
Red Gums on the Molyullah
Road, south east of Benalla.
No bull.
ALAN CORNELL

July 2016

Warrandyte Diary 3

Volunteers see red

By SANDI MILLER

IN a stoush that has claimed the
heads of the emergency services
minister, and both the CFA’s chief
executive officer and chief fire
officer, and dampened Labor’s Victorian swing in the federal election
and possibly costing them government, the very public dispute over
fire fighters pay and conditions
has been well and truly felt in Warrandyte.
About 50 volunteer fire fighters
from the area met at Warrandyte
fire station on the morning of the
election before setting off in convoy as a “show of strength” to protest over the lack of consultation
with volunteer fire fighters.
Ken Reed, group officer of the
CFA’s Maroondah group of brigades, which includes Warrandyte,
Wonga Park, Yarra Glen, Lilydale
and Coldstream, said despite the
politics, they also want to demonstrate they are still there to support the community.
“Our main aim is to make people
aware we are still here for the
community, but the way we have
been getting screwed is very unfair
and the worst part about it is the
volunteers have had no say in the
EBA at all, and that’s what we are
disappointed about,” he said.
Head of the United Firefighters
Union (UFU), Peter Marshall,
addressed volunteers in an open
letter.
“Fire fighters need to fight fires,
not each other,” he wrote.
Volunteers involved in the convoy did not want the protest to be
a sign of disrespect for the career
fire fighters they work with, but
saw it as sending a message to the
State Labor government.
“We have to send a message to
Labor that certain things are sacrosanct and CFA is one of them,”
said one volunteer from Coldstream.
“I’ve got no problem with the
paid staff, all we want to do is fight
fires,” said another.
The timing of the dispute, which
has lasted over 1000 days, is seen
as unfortunate by outgoing South
Warrandyte captain Greg Kennedy.
In a recent interview with the
Diary, Mr Kennedy said politics
would not affect the operation of
the station.
“The guys who work there are going to be paid in accordance with
their EBA, they will do their duties
in accordance with their EBA,
which will be exactly the same way
they do their duties at the other 31
CFA career staff stations,” he said.
“Poor old South Warrandyte just
happens to be the poor buggers
that are trying to open a fire station when all this is going on.”
Jamie Hansen, new officer-in-charge at South Warrandyte,
did not want to comment on the
dispute while the EBA was still being negotiated.
“What I can assure the community is that the volunteers and
career staff at South Warrandyte
Fire Brigade will maintain their
commitment to providing the highest level of emergency response
and there will certainly be no reduction of service from any of the

surrounding brigades as a result of
this ongoing dispute,” he said.
Current captains of Warrandyte
and North Warrandyte also declined to comment on the dispute,
but former North Warrandyte
captain, Rohan Thornton, says the
issue is not about fire fighters’ pay.
“I think most volunteers, and I
have never found an exception,
believe that all our emergency
service workers, police, ambos,
nurses are underpaid and deserve
everything they get – this is not
about the conditions and the pay,”
he said.
He believes there will be positive
benefits from the EBA for all fire
fighters, including the contentious
clause to have seven fire fighters
dispatched before starting to fight
a fire.
“I don’t see that and never did
see that as an issue, I just see it as
a union providing a safe workplace
for their members which is fine –
yes please,” said Mr Thornton.
Both staff and volunteer alike

have made claims about lies and
misinformation, and Mr Thornton
can see why that is confusing the
public.
“There is truth and lies on both
sides and that’s what’s confusing
everyone, certainly the community
who I’ve had feedback from, they
are worried they are concerned
and they don’t understand it: it is
hard to understand,” Mr Thornton
said.
He says for those not in the CFA
many aspects of the organisation
are confusing, least of which is
why people volunteer, and Mr
Thornton is concerned the EBA
dispute will hurt the volunteer
spirit in the organisation.
“It is hard to understand the
culture, what makes people, you
know, get out of bed at four o’clock
in the morning and hold someone’s hand until the ambulance
arrives, it takes a special person to
have that commitment and it’s just
getting harder and harder to maintain that commitment,” he said.

Business tax has become more complex
with new concessions which may be
available to small businesses.
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Talking up missing Link
Coalition announce $5m funding to complete North East Link

comment
By DAVID HOGG

IN the fervour leading up to Election
Day 2016, Member for Warrandyte
Ryan Smith met with David Mulholland, Liberal candidate for the Federal seat of Jagajaga, (both pictured
right) on the Warrandyte Bridge to
discuss Coalition funding for the
North East Link.
Mr Smith said: “As you can see
the traffic here in Warrandyte is just
getting worse and worse with the
population that’s growing. What we
really need is a plan.”
Mr Mulholland replied: “We’ve got
a $5 million planning study for the
North East Link. That’ll take a lot of
traffic off local roads. That’ll mean
Warrandyte will no longer be a ratrun and they’ll be used by locals for
locals.”
Mr Smith said he thought it was
great the Turnbull Government “has
a plan”, adding “and with you to represent the people, I’m sure we’ll see
that plan come to fruition”.

This was all good pork-barrelling
stuff when you realise the North
East Link is a State problem, not a
Federal one, and in fact the Turnbull
Government doesn’t have a plan for
the North East Link.
The State Government must have
cabinets full of plans already for the
said Link, but all filed away because
the route is far too controversial

and it’s all in the too-hard basket.
But why not put money into another
plan anyway?
But even though Mr Mulholland
failed to unseat Jenny Macklin (ALP)
in Jagajaga, Kevin Andrews (Liberal)
held on to Menzies and since this
was a Coalition pledge, shouldn’t we
now expect the $5 million?
But whether the State Government

will do anything about it soon is
another matter. And the responses
on Mr Mulholland’s Facebook page
show local people aren’t convinced
either. Here’s a selection:
• “Just what we need, another
study. Waste of time and money. Just
join the western ring rd to eastlink
– done.
• “Don’t waste money doing a
study, just FIX IT!”
• “Where can we see these proposed plans. You already have an
idea of which one is the most viable.”
• “Good luck trying to get roads
fixed.”
• “Yes Minister strangely comes to
mind...”
• “Do you stand for any federal
policies or are you just testing the
water to run for a state seat?”
• “Great work, Dave, don’t see the
ALP doing anything to sort out the
local traffic mess.”
• “I really don’t understand why
all our roads are not upgraded. We
live in a first world country. I am
sick of being stuck in traffic when
the solution is simple. Keep up the
good work David.”

Winter clean up campaign is a winner
Property maintenance
throughout the year
lessens the summer
clean up burden.
CONTINUOUS property maintenance will mean less to clean up
leading into summer – that is the
key message for July in a joint
emergency management campaign to encourage householders
to have an effective approach
to property maintenance, as to
ensure readiness for all types
of emergencies that may occur
throughout the year and to lessen
the summer pre-fire season clean
up burden.
“Maintaining your property
throughout the year is an approach that is encouraged by the
emergency services and local
councils, as it lessens the end of
year, pre-fire season clean up burden and also ensures everyone
remains prepared for all types
of emergencies that may occur
throughout the year,” said Helen
Napier, emergency management
coordinator at Manningham City
Council.
“This year we are promoting key
messages via a coordinated campaign to encourage an ongoing approach to property maintenance
to complement emergency preparedness in our community.”
The Winter Clean Up Campaign
is being promoted by Manning-

ham and Nillumbik councils in
partnership with the CFA, SES and
Warrandyte Community Association to reinforce these messages.
A competition is also a component of the campaign and locals
who have done a great job cleaning up are encouraged to take a
fun photo showing their ‘Tip of
the month’ being undertaken at
their property.
Submit your ‘Tip of the month’

and the accompanying photo to
the CFA at: yourmonthlytip@cfa.
vic.gov.au
A monthly winner is selected
and will receive a $50 IGA (Warrandyte) voucher.
Competition winner for June
Submissions for the June round
of our competition were of an
outstanding quality – so much so
that two entrants were awarded a

prize. Congratulations to: Mirini
Lang from ‘Two Birds and a Barrow’ – pictured helping to remove
bracken and clean up a riverside
block in Bradleys Lane, and Kerrie Boyle, pictured undertaking
some clean up works with the
family.
Both Mirini and Kerrie receive a
$50 voucher to spend at Quinton’s
IGA in recognition of their inspiring clean up efforts.
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OAMs for
Doug & Pat
WARRANDYTE’S Professor Doug
Hilton and Pat Anderson were both
awarded a Medal of the Order of
Australia (OAM) in the general division of the Queen’s Birthday 2016
Honours List last month.
In an unexpectedly timely move,
the Diary featured Prof Hilton last
month in an article about locals who
are leaders in their field. He was given an OAM for distinguished service
to medical research and education,
particularly in the field of haematology, as a molecular biologist and
author, to gender equity, and as a
mentor of young scientists.
Meanwhile, Mrs Anderson of Bradley’s Lane in North Warrandyte was
awarded an OAM for service to the
community of Warrandyte.
Her services include: secretary,
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute and
Arts Association, since the 1990s
and committee member, 1970s.
Supporter, Warrandyte Community
Association, current. Supporter,
North Warrandyte Fire Brigade,
through the Open Garden Scheme,
since 2008. Minute secretary and
committee member, Hurstbridge Sow
and Grow Garden Club, current and
founding member, since 2005 and
organiser, gardening and cultural expeditions. Member, Victorian Salvia
Study Group, current. Member, Salvia
Association of Australia, current.
Participated, Open Garden Scheme,
Australian Broadcasting Commission, 2012, 2010, 2008. Volunteer,
Information Warrandyte, 2000-2010.
On behalf of the Warrandyte community the Diary salutes you both.
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BACKUP WIRELESS SET-UP CLOUD INTEGRATOR
NETWORKS SMALL BUSINESS MAC & WINDOWS

Your Warrandyte IT specialist

Bora Seker 0438 072 895
info@bnsolutions.net.au

DID YOU KNOW?

That Lions International was founded in January 1917.
That makes it 100 years old...Almost as old as some of our
members! Come and help us celebrate as an associate
volunteer. Call Bill Gerritsen 0429 325 166
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Warrandyte votes
Bridge widening
talk with VicRoads
this Thursday

comment
By VAL POLLEY

THE polls predicted it and the electorate delivered though the Liberals
didn’t anticipate it. The result of the
recent election was a close-run race
between the two major parties with
more cross-benchers than before
and what looks to be a complicated
Senate to contend with.
It was a somewhat cynical exercise
to call a double dissolution election
just a few months before one was
due. It was all done in the name of
establishing a construction industry
watchdog, the Australian Building and Construction Commission
(ABCC). The cynicism arose when
the ABCC barely rated a mention
during the campaign.
The election was also run under
recent electoral reform to Senate
voting. Legislation designed to
make it harder for micro parties to
get elected and not be able to swap
preferences in order to secure Senate
seats was opposed by Labour and
most of the cross bench but passed
though the Senate with the support
of the Greens. With a double dissolution election meaning the percentage
of votes required for election to the
Senate is halved, however, the result
may well turn out to be a Senate with
an even greater number of micro
parties than before. Not the result
that had been intended.
A week or so after the election
and at least the lower house result
is settled with the Liberal Coalition
Government claiming victory after
Bill Shorten last night conceding
defeat. It will either reach a majority
or run a minority government. The
Senate though looks as though it will
take several days before final results
are known.
What of Warrandyte? It is a microcosm of the big picture with the Liberal Coalition seat of Menzies south
of the river and the Labour seat of
Jagajaga in the north.
As it happened the incumbent in
Menzies, Kevin Andrews, held his
seat comfortably despite a swing to
Labour. Incumbent Jenny Macklin
in Jagajaga had a small swing towards her and held on to her seat
for Labour.
Will Warrandyte see changes as
a result of the election? Safe seats
be they Labour or Liberal get very
little attention or promises during
a campaign. Many of the issues that
concern Warrandyte people are not
ones a federal government can fix
because they relate to other levels
of government.
However in relation to the one
issue that could perhaps help solve
Warrandyte’s traffic problems there
was a newspaper report a week
before the election that Malcolm
Turnbull would pledge $5 million
to investigate options for the northeast (missing link) road provided

By SANDI MILLER &
SCOTT PODMORE

the State Government made an equal
contribution (but was the pledge
actually made?).
On the CFA dispute which has implications for Warrandyte, the Prime
Minister promised the first thing he
would do would be to change the Fair
Work Act but this could face legal
challenges. The final composition
of the Lower House may well influence what happens in the broader
sphere. It seems most likely that
a Malcolm Turnbull government
will have to negotiate prospective
legislation with other parties or a
range of cross benchers, all following
their own agendas, to get it through
the House of Representatives. Even
if the legislation gets through the
lower house, it then faces what may
be a very fractured Senate and again
there will be hard bargaining from
the various micro parties to get their
specific agendas met.
There has been much written about

and discussed about the democratic
system and voting patterns since the
election. It can be argued that what
we now appear to have is a truly
democratic response with many different aspects of Australian society
reflected in the vote and membership composition of both houses.
There should not be too much to
fear from a minority government
provided there is honest and open
discussion and debate. Despite the
ongoing and constant rhetoric about
the so-called chaotic Rudd/Gillard
years, it must be noted that Prime
Minister Gillard successfully negotiated over 500 pieces of legislation
through a largely hostile parliament
despite a long and sustained personal campaign against her by many in
the opposition, the media and from
within her own party.
In its six years and despite its
mistakes, the Labour Government
nevertheless coped with major
global challenges such as the Global
Financial Crisis, and introduced a
program of reform legislation which
included the National Disability
Scheme, the National Broadband
Network and Gonski funding for
education amongst others. However,
negotiation over some issues such as
the Resources Rent Tax led to such
major concessions that the outcome
was compromised and much of the
reform agenda was later overturned
by the Abbott Liberal government.
The fear of minority governments
is that it will be held to ransom by
individuals or small parties and too
many concessions have to be made
in order to get legislations passed.
So what can the electorate expect
if there is a minority government or
one with just a slender majority?
Is it too much to expect that the
major parties will look to find com-

mon ground and exercise a greater
degree of bipartisanship, agreeing
to pass legislation on those matters
on which there is broad agreement?
This would go a long way to alleviating voter concerns about the kind
of adversarial politics seen over
recent years. It could also see an end
to the kind of reversing of previous
government actions that has been
experienced at great financial and
social cost in the past.
Voters want to see the country’s
problems being first and centre in
Government decision-making, not
tired old rhetoric and ideology. It
remains to be seen once the final
countdown is reached and the ultimate makeup of the Parliament is
resolved just how the government
of the day will respond to the challenges it faces.
The world is in an uncertain phase
at present. The fallout of the Brexit
vote where its leaders have walked
away from the decision is causing
confusion and fear in Europe. Growth
around the world especially in China
is slowing. The American presidential election could deliver more uncertainty if Donald Trump makes it to
the White House. Next year will see
the car industry in Australia finally
pack up and depart following actions
by the Abbott government in late
2013 and the new government will
have to deal with any repercussions.
The consequences of the double
dissolution election will be debated
for some time over the dinner tables
and coffee cups in Warrandyte. What
is hard to predict is the effect it will
have on locals as well as the general
populace. One thing is for sure – further changes to the electoral system
can be expected to be discussed and
debated at great length for some time
to come.

WARRANDYTE Community Association has been instrumental in setting up a meeting with VicRoads
and Warrandyte residents this
Thursday (July 14) to discuss the
proposal for traffic management
on Warrandyte Bridge.
“Community members will be
able to drop in at any time during
this timeframe and have an opportunity to speak with VicRoads staff
about the project,” WCA’s Dick
Davies said.
Spokesperson for VicRoads,
Cameron Tait, said interested residents are able to come at any time
during the session to take part in
round table discussions or listen
to presentations. He said a web
page will be made available on
the VicRoads website with more
information on the project in the
near future.
“People are welcome to drop in
at any time and can sign up on the
night to take part in discussions,”
he said.
“Stay for the whole two hours
and join in the sessions, just pop
in for twenty minutes to listen to
a presentation, have a look at the
plans, or just get some leaflets to
take home.”
Mr Davies said there were several issues the public wants to discuss regarding the proposal which
include “concerns about traffic
lights, turning lanes, roundabout
changes, environmental impact,
pedestrian amenity and access
to an overall fear that it will be
the thin edge of the wedge for
widening all other roads in Warrandyte”.
He added: “This is our opportunity for concerned residents of
Warrandyte and the local area
to receive information on the
project, talk to representatives
from VicRoads, discuss your concerns and have your questions
answered. Your attendance is
important.”
The VicRoads talk on the bridge
widening plan will be held at Warrandyte Community Church on
Thursday July 14 from 6pm-8pm.
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Gerard a giant among men
WARRANDYTE’S Gerard Stevenson
suffered a fall at home in August
2014, leaving him paralysed from the
neck down, but he has been nothing
short of inspirational in readjusting
to a new way of life. That includes
starting a new blog about his experiences called Stand on the Shoulders
of Giants, inspired by a quote from
Sir Isaac Newton.
In a recent exam the question read,
Who was Sir Is aac Newton? One
young student answered: “He was
the man who invented gravity!”
Well, he didn’t invent or discover
gravity but he did revolutionise
scientific thought with his theory of
universal gravitation, the sticky stuff
holding together the universe.
Sir Isaac was an outstanding scientist and mathematician. He literally
changed the way we think about the
world. He revolutionised our ideas
about light. He invented the world’s
first reflecting telescope. He invented
calculus, making it possible to measure curved areas and determine the
rate at which things change.
With his insights, world knowledge
took a giant step forward. When he
was pressed to explain how he could
make so many important discoveries
and inventions, he said: “If I have
been able to see further than others
it is because I have stood on the
shoulders of giants.”
Gerard has taken his lead for his
blog from that quote. He weaves into
his blog inspirational stories from the
lives of greats as diverse as Columbus, early Australian sheep breeder
John MacArthur and filmmaker Stanley Kubrick among others.
He describes the medical procedures he has had since his injury
in easy to understand language. He
keeps a keen eye on the latest developments in spinal research and
brainwave technology.
Warrandytians are urged to be a
part of Gerard’s journey by reading
his blog at standontheshouldersof
giants.com.au

Building a bridge to Nauru for refugee support
By JAMES POYNER

THE Warrandyte bridge is often a focal point for the community but last
month the bridge drew a different
sort of focus.
Warrandytian Stephen Clendinnen
organised a peaceful protest on the
bridge, using posters and banners, to
bring awareness about human rights
issues at the Australian Immigration
Detention Centres on Nauru and
Manus Island. Many would ask why
Warrandyte was holding a protest of
this nature and why now?
“Yesterday was World Refugee Day
and today is the Solstice so I think

it’s a good time to bring this up,” Mr
Clendinnen said on June 22.
Although the numbers were small
to start with, the group soon built
up to around two dozen people, who
felt passionately about the plight of
the refugees being detained in the
offshore detention centres.
“The Government have the power
to make the decision to allow these
people [to stay]; they are no different
to post Second World War, post Vietnam refugees, they’re just the same,”
said Gillian, a protestor.
The protestors who turned out
were a mixture of ages, from the
elderly to young families, including

Amy who had brought her daughter
along.
“I just disagree with the way these
people are being treated, they have
the same rights as we have,” she
said.
“[My daughter has] been asking
what’s Nauru, what’s the detention
centre.
“I think it is good for them to get
that feeling of what it is to be together with people who feel passionately
about a cause.”
Both offshore detention centres
were opened in 2001 and briefly
shut down in 2008 by the Rudd Government, but they were reopened in

Major roadworks
in Wonga Park
By DAVID HOGG

ROAD work is being finalised on local
arterial roads in Wonga Park to increase
safety and cope with an increasing traffic
volume.
Road rehabilitation works are currently being undertaken at: Brushy Park
Road, Wonga Park, from Holloway Road
to Black Springs Road, and Homestead
Road, Wonga Park, from Brushy Park
Road to Jumping Creek Road.
The rehabilitation of the 1.8km stretch
of Homestead and Brushy Park roads
is part of Manningham council’s Road
Restoration and Arterial Road Pavements
improvement strategies and includes:
removal of the existing asphalt surface;
reworking and placement of stabilised
material to strengthen the existing pavement; placing a new asphalt surface; and

line marking of the pavement.
The $900,000 project is jointly funded by the City of Manningham and the
Shire of Yarra Ranges, with Manningham
council scoping, planning and managing
construction.
Manningham mayor Cr Paul McLeish
said: “Homestead and Brushy Park roads
form a shared boundary between two
municipalities and are a vital piece of the
local road network catering for approximately 25,000 vehicles a day.
“The road works will address the failure of the ageing pavement and alleviate
many safety concerns from the increasing traffic flow and restricted sightline issues. I would like to thank local residents
and motorists for their patience during
construction, which is unfortunately being delayed due to the adverse weather.”

2012 and still operate today.
Although this protest was an independent event, Mr Clendinnen feels
he is part of a bigger movement.
“I know there are thousands of
Australians who completely agree
with what I am doing and thousands
of refugees who are now citizens of
Australia who are desperate to see
their sisters and brothers free from
cruel treatment,” he said.
There are no more bridge protests
currently planned but Mr Clendinnen
is keen to drive this issue back into
the media spotlight through political
and artistic actions.
Watch this space.
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Letters to the Diary on local topics are welcome. All letters —including emails—
must include the writer’s full name, address and phone number, even if not
intended for publication. Letters may be edited for reasons of style, length or
legality. Letters can be posted to: Warrandyte Diary, PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic
3113. They can be emailed to: info@warrandytediary.com.au; or left at the Diary
office in St Stephen’s Hall, Stiggant Street.

The folly of growth
Dear Diary,
My wife and I love Warrandyte, have for several decades. We visit often, usually a
spur of the moment decision.
For some time, we’ve been
weighing up the pros and cons
of moving from Heathmont
(also a beautiful suburb). After 25 years, including raising
a family, it will be a massive
decision for us.
All the stars must align, so
to speak.
We learnt recently of the
$5.1million funding for bridge
and traffic works, which immediately renewed our interest in larger blocks north
of the river. A few weeks
ago I spent a quiet Sunday
sketching up an impression
of how those funds may be
spent, along with a few other
suggestions. But today I’m
wondering, will these works
make much of a difference
“long term”, for whatever time
frame that may infer.
Here’s my two cents…
No doubt Melbourne’s population, along with transport
needs, will continue to expand

dear diary
in the coming decades. Further, we know any road improvements completed today,
though they should probably
be done anyway, are ultimately short term solutions. About
the time generation Z rises to
the fore (the blink of an eye),
there’ll be an extra two million
Melbournians added to the
mix, all needing to get about.
While some may argue that
for various reasons car ownership may begin waning at
some point, really it’s incidental; private cars will remain the dominant means of
transport in this city for some
time to come, hand-in-hand
with ever more difficult traffic
snarls and lost productivity.
But is the answer “simply” to
continue widening the roads,
or even build new ones? Are
we really addressing the underlying problem? Indeed,
how do all these headaches
sneak up on us in the first

place?
The challenge may lie in
some fairly basic maths. Read
on at your peril!
Imagine a sapling one metre
tall planted in the year 1900.
It’s a slow growing plant, but
resilient and will rise strong
and true. Each year, the sapling’s height increases by
7% over the previous year, a
steady figure for our purpose;
at this rate, its height will double every 10 years. That’s the
basic maths, easily demonstrated using your phone’s
calculator.
By 1910, the sapling is two
metres tall and by 1920, it’s
four metres tall, a tally of three
extra metres over 20 years.
Yes, that seems rather slow,
but hold on…
Still doubling in height every
10 years, by 1930 the sapling
rises to eight metres, (now
a tree) and by 1940 it’s 16
metres tall. In 1950, the tree
reaches up 32 metres and is
classified “significant”. Then
by 1960, still increasing in
height at a sustained annual
rate of 7%, the tree reaches

By all accounts, sustained
or compounding growth has
fundamental laws we don’t
appreciate in day-to-day life,
other than to dismiss as pessimistic, sky-is-falling nonsense
or even “doom and gloom”.
Perhaps because annual
growth is slow on a human level, barely noticeable at two or
three percent, but more likely
we choose not to consider the
maths at all – boring subject,
right?
Does anyone ever query,
“How large or fast can this or
that thing grow?” What a dull
question!
The funding for Warrandyte
might alleviate some issues
today, but as long as sustained
growth continues on its merry way, proudly promoted
as gospel by all and sundry,
we’ll be having the same issues down the track, where
the congestion will be much,
much worse.
No doubt my grandkids will
be shaking their heads in
disbelief.
Matthew Blain
(Fellow can-kicker)

Tackling the problem

Car wash bully
Dear Diary,
To the small, balding, middle-aged
man in the twin cab utility who
jumped the queue of one, by reversing into the Warrandyte car wash
bay in front of me on Sunday June
12th, I doubt you would have had the
nerve to push in if I’d been a male
vacuuming.
Not only did you muscle into position in front of me, you had the ugly

64 metres. Ten years later in
1970, it is approaching the
title of tallest tree in all recorded history. It will not elevate
much further from here.
Obviously trees don’t grow
this way. Their initial rate of
growth is quite rapid, while
their growth in maturity is
rather passive. Trees burgeon “out” as well, with a
thickening trunk and longer,
heavier branches. However,
the basic maths illustrates a
point: Nothing can grow at
a sustained rate forever, nor
double in size over and over.
For various reasons established by the physical world,
the rate of growth will slow
and ultimately limits will be
reached.
The same maths can be
applied to the broader world
we’ve made for ourselves and
here you can pick your “thing”
along with your “scale” (the
global economy perhaps?)
as well as any given rate of
growth.
This kind of arithmetic is
called “compounding maths”
and it is always accelerating.

effrontery to justify your bullying
with ‘you’re busy vacuuming’, and
then dismiss my objection at having
to wait while you finished, with ‘let’s
not argue’!
Tragically, you had a child in the
car to observe and learn from your
behaviour. And yes, I would have said
no had you asked me first.
Helen Moppert
Pigtail Hill, Warrandyte

Dear Diary,
Despite climate change not featuring
as a major issue in the federal election,
I wonder – given the importance of
cross benchers in both the lower and
upper houses, in what could quite
possibly be a hung parliament – if it
will rise in prominence, and result in
significant action to tackle this complex and urgent problem.
With Rebekha Sharkie, Cathy Mc-

Gowan, Andrew Wilkie, and Adam
Bandt in the lower house, and the
Greens and the Nick Xenophon team
in the upper house – who all support
strong action – this may be the case.
I certainly hope so, given that we are
running out of time to take the decisive
action needed to secure a safe future
for our children and grandchildren.
Charlotte Sterrett
(Warrandyte Climate Action Now)

The other side
of the counter

Dear Diary,
Reading the grumpy letter
from Jock Macneish (June Diary) my heckles were up after
having worked in hospitality
on and off throughout my life.
The word hospitality is a joke
in itself. It is, as a chef once
said, the most inhospitable
industry one can get into. The
work is extremely hard and
the public are never happy.
Mr Macneish grumbles
about having to split a bill.
How hard is it to work out
what you ate and what it cost.
Some of your companions will
have coins, notes and one will
be happy to take the cash and
pay on his/her card. Not really
hard at all.
On the other hand, if you are
behind the counter, being told
by one person after another
what they have consumed, it
is extremely time consuming
and for every customer that
gives you their little list, another customer is not being
served. And, you can be sure
when you have taken all these
individual dribbles of money
that someone has forgotten
the cake they had and the
small café is out of pocket. A
small café has to be assumed,
as you would never get away
with splitting your bill at the
Ritz! Also, the smaller cafés do
not always have the computerised cash registers.
My personal biggest dread
was the walking groups. All
wanting different coffees,
at the same time, and wanting to pay at the same time.
Thoughtless, inconsiderate
and unnecessary. Another
assumption, with a name like
Jock Macneish, you probably
only had a coffee. Get a job in
a local café, you would only
need a week, and just see
things from the other side.
Raspberry Jammit
(North Warrandyte)

Improving vegetation and health of Yarra River, Warrandyte
Melbourne Water is planning a river health improvement roject along
the Yarra River at Warrandyte through the removal of woody weeds
and revegetation with native species.
Why are these works necessary?
The Yarra River at this location sits within an
amenity key value area and a high profile site
adjacent to the Warrandyte Township. This
has been identified as the missing link for the
Yarra River through Warrandyte.
The area needs to be maintained to
improve existing riparian vegetation cover
and increase the possibility of regeneration
along the waterway. The aim is to improve
the biodiversity and species richness of the
vegetation values whilst maintaining sight lines
and vista's to the waterway from the shared
pathway.
What do the works involve?
We will be removing woody weed species
including Willows, Desert Ash and Blackberry.
The woody weed removal will be staged
over the first two years of the 4 year project.
Fifty percent will be removed in year 1, with
revegetation to replace the removed biomass.
The remaining woody weeds are to be
removed in Year 2 of the project, with another
planting focusing on the areas where weeds
have been removed.

Following the weed removal, staged
revegetation will be targeted in areas where
woody weed and herbaceous weed removal
has taken place, with some opportunity for
large canopy species to be planted to close
the gaps in a couple of areas where vegetation
is missing.
Revegetation will include Sweet Bursaria,
River Bottlebrush and Tree Everlasting.
Local impacts
Traffic control will be in place during the
removal of large woody weeds when heavy
machinery such as the truck and chipper are
on site.
Pedestrian traffic management and possible
diversions will also be in place as required.
There may be some increase in noise during
the large woody weed removal due to the use
of chainsaws and chippers.
Timing of works
The first stage of the woody weed removal
will take place in December 2016 and will be
staged over the first two years of the project.
Feedback from the local community and users
of the area is welcomed.

For more information on this project please call 131 722 quoting Yarra River weed
control and revegetation, Warrandyte. For general information about other projects to
enhance life and liveability please visit melbournewater.com.au
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Purrrfect storm
Myth or monster? Community speaks up about big cat
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DIARY MINI ADS
PORT DOUGLAS 2 bedroom,
self contained, beachside
appartment for rent. A/C & ceiling
fans. Heated pool/spa. 2 mins
wlak from Four Mile Beach.
Call Kerrie 0409 359 240.

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE
We care for your pet when you
cannot be there. Honest, reliable
and professional care in your own
home. Call Norma 0409 137 246.

YOU CAN LEARN TO PLAY
GUITAR! Learn to play your
favorites with local guitarist Jack
Price. Great rates $25 p/h. Nth
W'dyte Bookings 0419 338 490.

NEED A GOOD MATHS TUTOR?
Uni of Melb Maths/Sci Undergrad
Experienced Eﬀective Engaging.
Very reasonable rates $30 p/h. Call
Maxine Price 0407 725 300.

FOR RENT Warrandyte small fully
self contained granny ﬂat $200 per
week. Call 0408 001 306.

By MICHAEL DI PETTA

FOLLOWING the Diary’s big
reveal on the return of Warrandyte’s resident “Big Cat”
sightings, social media has
been awash with opinion and
more sightings of the alleged
resident beast.
The Diary Facebook page
unveiled both video teaser
and published article relating
to the Big Cat and the response has been overwhelming, with avid Diary followers
noticing a divide in public
opinion.
A handful jokingly suggested
Warrandytians claiming to
have seen the cat had gone
without their medicine (which
is yet to be verified) or that
flying spaceships were colluding with the whiskered one in
some capacity.
On the other hand, multiple
residents backed up claims
the cat did indeed exist. After last month’s eye witness
testimony provided by Ross
Henderson and Kassie Jones,
Warrandytians have stepped
up to share their experiences
about Big Cat sightings, and
one “encounter“ stands out
above the rest.
Judith Irving recalled an
incident of five or six years
prior which may well shed
some light on the origins of
Warrandyte’s enormous cat.
“Many years ago now my
neighbour had a friend who
came over with this cat and
asked me to look after it,”
Judith said. “She admitted
it was virtually wild and the
owners who fed it had it
microchipped. I put it in my
room it was quite large at this
stage. It was so crazy and in
the morning I couldn’t find it.
I’d left the window open and
it had leapt up about four feet
off a shelf, out the window and
flown through the flywire.”
If this cat did happen to have
some kind of connection with
the elusive wild beast lurking
in our woods today, Judith
pointed out the microchip
would still be present and
would be able to prove if the
two animals were one and
the same.
“I rang up the microchip
people and got my name on
their files, but I never heard

FOR MINI ADS Call 9844 0555

SHOP LOCALLY

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING
REBECCA VAN DER JAGT
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

I’d left the window open and it had
leapt up about four feet off a shelf, out the
window and flown through the flywire.
Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

any more and no one seemed
to see it,” she said. “It was wild
enough to look after itself. I
was hoping someone would
see it and let me know, but
I’ve heard nothing. If anyone
could ever manage to catch it
and see if it’s microchipped, it
could be the same cat as the

one people are talking about
today.
“It’s had plenty of time to get
big as wild cats do.”
The odds that the two creatures are the same may be
slim, but it is certainly not
out of the question. If Judith’s
“wild cat” is indeed our res-

ident mystery creature, we
may have proof that the cat
has been roaming in our midst
for at least five years.
Any locals with any information about the big cat are
urged to contact us at info@
warrandytediary.com.au

Community association site upgraded
The Warrandyte Community
Association has refreshed and
upgraded the WCA website to
improve the ‘Warrandyte Fire
Watch’ tab.
It now shows real time images from the VicRoads cameras
installed on Research and
Kangaroo Ground roads to
give feedback on the traffic tailback from the bridge.
While this was installed as
an emergency management
measure, it is clearly of daily
use to residents who have

CYRIL

some flexibility in timing their
journey to check the traffic
hold-up.
Warrandyte Fire Watch also
effectively shows the current
fire danger rating, current
weather conditions, the four
day outlook and the fire danger forecast.
There are links to the CFA
warnings and updates, Bureau
of Meteorology, VicRoads closures and traffic alerts and the
fire danger rating image linked
to the CFA info site warran
dyte.org.au/fire-watch

To make things easy for
residents to check the bridge
traffic, the VicRoads cameras
are displayed on the WCA
homepage – only one click!
Save the icon on your phone
at warrandyte.org.au
(Note: VicRoads have had
some difficulty with the KG
road camera operating off
solar panels, so they are connecting it to the power line as
a back-up).
In addition to details of
Warrandyte Community Association activities and projects

and the prizewinning ‘Be
Ready Warrandyte’ bushfire
preparation information site,
the website also carries information on and a link to
the Warrandyte Riverside
Market and the Warrandyte
Community Residential Housing Cooperative at Creekside
and the proposed Riverside
development.
The WCA is grateful this
project was supported in part
by grants from Manningham
Council and the Bendigo
Bank Foundation.

5/66-70 Railway Rd
Blackburn VIC 3130

By PAUL WILLIAMS

Solution to last month’s puzzle:
An unbrella

By GEM NOSTREM

Clyde’s
Conundrum
Susie from West End Rd has two
children. One is a boy. What is
the probability that the other is
also a boy?
Solution next issue
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Cam given heave-ho
But popular local still in business ‘around the corner’
By TOBY WARD

THE time has finally come for
popular local Cameron Guymer
to move his business Warrandyte
Auto Electrics out of the main
street, but he urges his regular
customers to stick with him as he
has only moved around the corner in Ringwood.
After many stressful months
in which landowner United Petroleum tried to sell the block
of land, after initially being embroiled in a controversial plan to
set up shop there only a few years
ago before retracting its application for a service station, the fuel
powerhouse has bumped him out
after running his business at the
Yarra Street site for 17 years.
United purchased the land six
years ago and will take over the
property, leaving Cameron and
his business to leave his beloved
Warrandyte community.
“I’ve been here for so long,” said
Cameron.
“It’s a shame, we were travelling
along pretty well and have a great
relationship with our Warrandyte
customers.
“It's an emotional goodbye, I
only live 30 seconds around the
corner with my wife and five kids,
and Warrandyte is so important to
my life.
“We’ve moved to Oban Road
in Ringwood, hopefully the people of Warrandyte are willing to
travelling a little further for great
service.”
Unsurprisingly, Cameron has
concerns for the future of his business and hopes his Warrandyte
customers remain loyal and continue to use his services.

people, which is what I have been
doing for a long time. I offer a
good, personalised service that is
great value for money. Most people have said the move won’t affect them using Warrandyte Auto
Electrics.”
Another tenant at the site, Jim
Walsh’s JBK Mechanical Repairs,
has moved to Research and leaves

“Maintaining my customers is
very important for me,” he says.
“I am willing to drive my customers back to Warrandyte after they
drop their vehicles off and pick
them up when the job is done.
I’ll also be organising a couple of
courtesy cars soon.
“I want people in Warrandyte
to know I still want to look after

behind a location he was in for
just seven months.
“It’s really unfortunate to be
leaving after just getting started,
but my customers are pleased I’m
staying local,” says Jim.
As a Warrandyte resident, Cameron is worried about United
Petroleum’s plans for his vacated
workshop.

“I’ve heard they want to demolish the place but other than that
I’m not sure, anything else is hearsay. We’ll have to wait and see,”
says Cameron.
“There is a rock wall behind the
workshop and it is heritage-listed
because it came out of Whipstick
Gully. That’ll cause United problems if they want to bulldoze the
whole property.”
More than a decade ago the site
on Yarra Street was once a petrol
station.
Despite the conversion into a
workshop and later becoming
Warrandyte Auto Electrics, the
former service station may present potential environmental and
health issues should it be destroyed.
“To remediate a petrol station,
you have to do it properly. You
must take the tanks out of the
ground and let the soil breath for
quite a while to ensure there is no
contamination,” Cameron says.
Despite closing in 2011, Fuel
Zone on the corner of Reynolds
Rd and Andersons Creek Rd,
remains untouched and uncared
for while the soil is recovering to
ensure any future development
is safe.
United Petroleum were contacted by the Diary but did not
respond.
Cameron’s updated business details are: Warrandyte Auto Electrics,
Factory 2, 17 Oban Rd, Ringwood.
Call 9844 3280 or 0408 348 180
Jim Walsh’s updated business details are: JBK Mechanical Repairs,
1/13 Candlebark Crt,
Research. Call 0499 112 020

TELL US YOUR STORY
WIN AMAZING PRIZES FOR JUST DOING WHAT YOU DO
Now in its 4th successful year, the Manningham Business Excellence Awards continues to provide a platform for
businesses of all shapes and sizes to showcase themselves and highlight their strengths. The awards are open to all
businesses in the city of Manningham. Applications are now even easier than ever. Simply submit your interest at
www.manninghambea.com.au, tell us your story and we will help you take care of the rest.

Submit your
Expression of
Interest form

An Awards mentor
is assigned to you
to support you with
your application

Submit your Awards
application

7KHÀQDOLVWVDUH
selected

The judges visit
ÀQDOLVWVDWWKHLU
workplaces

The winners are
announced!

S U B M IT YO U R I NTEREST www.m anni ng ham b e a.com . a u

FIND US ON

f&

tPhone 03 9840 9338

Principal
Sponsor

Award
Sponsors

Doncaster East and Templestowe Village
Community Bank® branches

Event
Sponsor

Media
Sponsors
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Fundraising is a fun trivial
pursuit for Warrandyte CFA
By SANDI MILLER

ABOUT 100 members and supporters of the Warrandyte Fire Brigade
gathered for a night of fun, frivolity
and brain teasers for the brigade’s
annual trivia night.
Event organiser Bec Hodgson
said the night raised over $6000
for the brigade to carry out station
maintenance.
“The money would have gone to
pay for our new appliance, but with
the great work that Fireball is doing,
we can use this money for other
much needed things,” she said.
Quizmaster, Warren Halnon, presided over a close contest; the big

winners of the night, the sarcastically named team, Pauline for PM,
walking away with bragging rights
by just one point.
Backdraft took away the wooden
spoon.
Brigade secretary Kate Murphy
won the major raffle, bagging a fully
stocked wine barrel bar.
Organisers were thrilled with the
support they received from the
community for the event.
Ms Hodgson extended a “special
thanks to Julie, Hayley and the
team at Quinton’s IGA and all other
local businesses who supported
the night”.

Brand new tanker for
North Warrandyte CFA
By SANDI MILLER

NORTH Warrandyte Fire Brigade
is excited to finally get a sneak
peek of their new tanker.
Brigade captain Mick Keating
said the timing of the delivery of
the tanker was on track for it to
be ready for the new fire season.
“We have to clock up 3000km
and have five people trained on it
before it goes into commission,”
he said.

BUY TICKETS NOW
A gala evening sponsored by:

Club of Warrandyte Donvale

3AW
The Woo
Olivigna

Dyason Legal
Porter Davis
Doncaster BWM

Genesis Ringwood
MCG Windows & Doors
North East Diggers

Ryan Smith MP for Warrandyte
Thinking Printing
Poolwerx Ringwood
Warrandyte Diary
Ruby Tuesday Jewellery
Warrandyte Grand Hotel

The funds for the tanker were
a combination of money with a
large portion of it coming from
the Warrandyte community
through Fireball.
“The money raised by the last
Fireball allowed us to apply for
the new appliance with a VESEP
[Volunteer Emergency Services
Equipment Program] grant,” Captain Keating said.
President of the Fireball com-

mittee Michelle Lambert said the
committee was really thrilled to
see what the brigade has been
able to acquire from the funds
raised at Fireball.
“We built on what the brigade
had already raised themselves,
but the money from Fireball has
saved the fire fighters from a lot
of weekends selling sausages so
they can get on with keeping our
community safe,” she said.
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Planning changes
rattle northerners
Hundreds cram into Panton Hill Hall as Nillumbik
Shire Council's C101 amendment goes to VCAT

By DAVID HOGG

AT a packed information session last month,
over 300 people crammed into the Panton Hill
Hall where they learned about the basics of
Nillumbik’s proposed planning amendments
C101 and C81.
Standing room only was the order of the day
as the audience spilled outside the hall. The
event was hosted by Nillumbik P.A.L.s (Pro
Active Landowners) and chaired by Karen
Egan, prospective councillor for Bunjil ward
standing against Anika Van Hulsen.
In a scenario similar to that of the proposed
24-hour petrol station at the Harris Gully
roundabout, Nillumbik P.A.L.s has launched
an action at VCAT against Nillumbik council
seeking to have the original April 13 decision
by councillors to completely abandon the C101
amendment re-instated.
That decision was later reversed by the same
councillors at the stormy council meeting on
April 26. Nillumbik P.A.L.s have taken legal
advice, which suggests the original decision
should have been binding at that time and
the Minister for Planning advised immediately, instead of which they claim council staff
sat on the decision. This allowed the Remain
Councillors (to use Brexit vernacular) time to
lobby the Leave Councillors to reverse their
decision at the later meeting.
A directions hearing on the matter has been
scheduled in VCAT for July 15, following which
dates will be set for the full hearing.
Attendees at the meeting were treated to an
explanation of C81 and the six Significant Landscape Overlays into which the Shire is divided,
as on a map. Surprise was expressed that, for
example, “Open Pastures” was confined to one
exclusive corner of the Shire. Residents were
angered because although council had been
working on these amendments since 2012,
most people only learned of this amendment
for the first time in April this year, and it was
then adopted by council on May 24 without
adequate community consultation.
C101 was then explained together with its
four Environmental Significance Overlays
which, unlike C81, apply throughout the Shire
in thousands of specific areas and may overlap,
so that a particular property could be affected
by more than one such overlay. An example
was given of the proposed planning permit
application for removal of vegetation which
required the applicant to provide, amongst
other things, “a description of any flora and
fauna species that are rare or threatened at
the municipal, state or national level, that
have been recorded within 1.5km of the site or
which are known to be or likely to be present
at the site”.

Another point of contention is that while
schedule ESO4, Waterways, is designed to
protect land that abuts the major waterways
of Yarra River, Plenty River, Watsons Creek,
Diamond Creek and Arthurs Creek, the reality
is ES04 has actually been imposed on every
waterway, waterhole, creek, tributary or waterfilled depression in the Shire.
In response to the community concern, Nillumbik CEO Stuart Burdack has sent a letter
to all residents affected by C101. In it he says
a lot of discussion in the media and on social
media has been inaccurate, which was causing
confusion and concern for many people.
He says: “Amendment C101 means that land
can be categorised to more accurately reflect
its environmental significance. It does not stop
you from: farming activities including wineries
and orchards; grazing animals and keeping
horses; planting non-indigenous or introduced
plants/trees; your existing 10/50 (10/30) bushfire rights to remove trees and vegetation;
walking or driving across your land; cutting
hay; having pets; collecting firewood; erecting
fences up to 1.4m without a permit (some conditions apply to the type of fencing).”
The letter continues: “Amendment C101 does
not affect your existing rights – it simply means
that you would need to apply for a planning
permit to undertake significant works such
as building a new house, signifi cant native
vegetation clearance or major earthworks.”
Mr Burdack went on to clarify one contentious issue whereby North Warrandyte
residents were being urged by CFA to “clean
up their block” while Nillumbik were advising
that under ESO1 a permit was required to
remove fallen timber outside the 10/50 zone.
He now states: “The original documentation
stated that dead vegetation needed a permit
to be removed. This condition is proposed to
be amended and landowners can remove any
dead vegetation from their property without a
permit except for standing dead trees with a
trunk diameter of 40cm or more at a height of
1.3m from ground level.”
Ryan Smith, Member for Warrandyte,
whose state electorate now includes North
Warrandyte, told the Diary: “Residents are
rightly concerned about these onerous planning amendments, which appear to be poorly
thought through. While we all want to preserve
the environment, it appears excessive regulation is being put before community safety.
Imposing a wide range of restrictions on land
owners seems a very heavy handed way to
preserve visual amenity.”
David Hogg is a North Warrandyte resident
and landowner affected by Amendments C101
and C81.
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Our Green Queen
A Warrandyte favourite:
Judy Green at home with
Gizmo and (below) on her
wedding day with Cliff.
Words and main photo BILL
HUDSON-McAULEY

Hart Walker
for Gabriel
THE Lions Club of Warrandyte
have played a big part in organising a Hart Walker for Panton Hill
boy Gabriel Cahir to enable him
to gain some independence walking thanks to an amazing piece of
engineering made in the UK especially for Cerebral Palsy children.
A Hart Walker is a customised,
orthotic walking frame that allows
children from the age of 2, with
moderate to severe physical disabilities, learn to stand and walk
hands-free.
It was made possible by a substantial donation from Lions and
coordinated by Lions Club of
Sandringham and Lions Mobility
Foundation.
Gabriel’s parents Chris and
Deanne were very thankful for
the assistance given by the Lions
clubs and can’t wait to see how
Gabriel manages with the Hart
Walker.
Meanwhile, the local Lions club
wishes to welcome new president
Jenni Dean of South Warrandyte
who is taking over the reigns from
outgoing president David Englefield.
Jenni has been a member of
Lions for eight years, following in
the tradition of her father, Geoff
Patience, who commenced with
Lions in 1962. The Lions club is
always looking for new members
and all are welcome. For more
info contact Bill Gerritsen on
0429 325 166 or Jenni Dean on
0401 963 583.

Like us
on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
warrandytediary
Stay updated, five for Friday,
videos, funnies & lots more.

LTHOUGH Judy Green
didn’t come to live in
Warrandyte until 1969,
her family was associated with the area
generations ago. Her
grandfather Samuel Painter was an
original member of the Wonga Park
Village Settlement in 1893.
At the outbreak of WW1, Judy’s
father Les Painter answered the call
and joined the ranks of the Australian Army. Les served in Gallipoli
and fortunately was one of the lucky
survivors. After the war, Les was in
London waiting to be repatriated
back to Australia when he met Judy’s grandmother Dorothy. In 1921
they married in London before the
young Aussie digger brought his
bride back to Australia and settled
in Cheltenham.
Judy grew up in Sandringham and
Springvale and attended Dandenong
High School. She met her husband
Cliff Green in 1957 and they were
married in 1959.
Cliff, then a young primary teacher,
was sent out to teach in country
Victoria. For the next seven years,
he was a headmaster/teacher in the
tiny Mallee town of Rainbow and
then at Torrumbarry on the mighty
Murray River.
The Greens began raising their
brood of four children during their
time in country Victoria. Mandy, now
56, Kathy, 54, and Fiona, 50, were
born during their time in the country,
and David, the youngest, 43, was
born in Warrandyte. All children attended Warrandyte Primary School.
Two of the Greens kids have bought
houses and settled in Warrandyte
and are bringing up their families
here.
“We see a lot of the kids, we also
have 11 grandchildren and recently
we have a new addition to the family, our brand new great grandchild
Tayo, who is only six-weeks-old,”
Judy says proudly.
Judy drives her son David’s children to and from school every day.
“I really enjoy doing that, it’s great
to have the daily connection with
them,” she says.
In 1969 when Cliff and Judy moved
to Warrandyte, they fitted into the
local community straight away. Cliff
joined the youth club committee and
Judy joined the mother’s club and
the Warrandyte Tennis Club.
“We both felt a sense of belonging
straight away,” Judy told the Diary.
They eventually moved into the
brand new home they had built in
Webb Street and have lived there
ever since.
Judy trained and worked as a
medical technologist and Cliff joined
Crawford Productions as a staff

scriptwriter. Later when Cliff went
freelance, Judy learned to type and
helped Cliff with his scriptwriting
business.
“She was invaluable to me,” chimes
in Cliff. “Judy was meticulous about
accuracy. She acted as a sort of
editor and wouldn’t allow me to
exaggerate. As a scriptwriter I was

writing fiction, flights of fancy, but
with local stories for the Diary, I was
supposed to be writing the truth and
Judy helped me achieve that.”
When Judy joined the tennis club it
became a big part of her life.
“I was fully involved in managing
the junior competitions and playing
competition tennis,” she said. Judy
is now a life member of the club and
still plays for WTC in the night tennis
competition.
Judy has won the WTC club person
of the year “a couple of times”, she
said modestly. In 1993, Judy and
Keith Wilson co-wrote a history of
the WTC. The book is entitled Rallies
by the River - A Centenary of Tennis
in Warrandyte.
Judy has been very involved with
the community garden, a project she
is very passionate about.
“We grow our own vegetables and
don’t use sprays,” said Judy. “It’s
a great way to socialize and being
right down on the river it’s a lovely
spot to go.”
She also helps with archiving at the
Warrandyte Historical Society and
volunteers at the Warrandyte State
Park Nursery.
Judy and Cliff have made lifelong
friends since moving to Warrandyte
57 years ago, including well known
locals such as Jock and Di Macneish,

Val and Austin Polley and Shelagh
and Richard Morton.
What does Judy think of Warrandyte’s future?
“Well,” she replies thoughtfully.
“Let’s keep it the way it is. It’s still
the same sort of place that it used to
be, even though there’s more people
living here. We haven’t lost the feel of
the place and the community spirit
is still alive. Hopefully we can share
our future without service stations,”
says Judy, making it very clear how
she feels about that particular issue.
“I’m also concerned with what
they might do to the bridge. Another
bridge downstream is desperately
needed. Traffic on the bridge is a
problem any time, but especially
when the threat of bushfire hangs
over us for three months of the year.
Living here is worth the worry over
fire season though, because it’s so
good living here for the other nine
months.
“Warrandyte’s been a great place
to live and bring up our family,” she
added. “We love the environment
here, especially the river. Cliff and
I walk along the river most days
unless it’s raining. As a community
we must always be vigilant to what’s
happening and try to preserve the
physical environment as much as
possible.”

Welcome to our
new President,
Jenni Dean
The Lions Club wishes to welcome their new President, Jenni Dean
of South Warrandyte who is taking over the reigns from outgoing
President David Englefield. Jenni has been a member of the Lions Club
for eight years, following in the tradition of her father, Geoff Patience,
who commenced with the Lions in 1962. The Lions Club is always
looking for new members and all are welcome. For more information
call Bill Gerritsen 0429 325 166 or Jenni Dean 0401 963 583
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Braving the winter winds
nature
By LINDA ROGAN

DEEP winter has set into the Warrandyte area and our house is undergoing renovations. From 7.30am
to 4pm the house is wide open and
winter winds have free rein. At the
end of the work day, a single layer
of plywood separates us from the
weather. You may find us in beanies,
gloves and rugs, cuddling a hot water
bottle and watching David Attenborough’s Life That Glows.
Fortunately June has been full of
heart-warming experiences for a
budding naturalist. Is it too much of
a stretch to call myself budding at
73? When it comes to learning about
local nature, I still do feel a beginner.
The last day of June, after a morning’s work near FOWSP’s indigenous
plant nursery, John and Caitriona,
keen birders, stare at the long, swaying branchelets of Drooping Mistletoe where a Mistletoebird is working
its way up through the mistletoe.
Its blue shoulders, red chin and red
bib are a cheering sight, almost as
warming as Lyndy’s delicious soup
at morning tea.
This mistletoe, recently full of
red flowers, has swelling berries.
Josh, the nursery manager, has his
camera in hand with its long lens.
The bird ducks behind leaves just
when in focus, but Josh manages a
creditable photo (main image). As I
stand beside my enamoured friends,
John reminds me this bird is the
prime agent in planting the parasitic
mistletoe on limbs of host trees. Remembering part of the story, I search
the net at home (with small heater
beside me).
The Mistletoebird is Australia’s
only native flowerpecker. After
feeding on the mistletoe fruit this

bird perches on a potential host tree
where it excretes the seed and rubs
its bottom along a branch. The sticky
seed gets stuck on the limb.
Honeyeaters and other birds feed
on mistletoe berries but the Mistletoebird is a more efficient propagator. It has a simple digestive system
lacking the muscular gizzard of
other birds; the berries pass through
quickly and the sticky seeds are
excreted onto branches ready to
germinate. A study by Murphy et
al in 1993 found approximately 43%
more plants germinate from seeds
that pass through the Mistletoebird
as compared with a honeyeater.

Mistletoe species make up approximately 85% of the Mistletoebird’s
foraging. These birds also catch
insects which are important for
feeding the young.
The Mistletoe has its own story
This is the flower of the Drooping
Mistletoe (top right), the commonest
of Victorian mistletoes. I have photographed the eggs of the Imperial
White Butterfly on the leaves at Mt
Lofty. I know these butterflies pupate
together on the mistletoe and may all
emerge at once creating an impressive flutter of red, yellow black and
white; a sight I have yet to see.

Caterpillars from the June Watch
Last month’s Caterpillar Watch
showed photos of some leaf skeletonising caterpillars captured for
observation. I’ve learned they are
the young of the Autumn Gum Moth.
They have doubled in size.
Sheltering in the daytime, they feed
at night. I find this amazing considering how cold the nights have been
but there is ample evidence of their
feeding by the number of Eucalyptus
leaves devoured each night. They are
a pest on eucalypts in plantations
where there is a monoculture and
little to bring in insectivorous birds
but seldom a problem in native
bushland trees. I have checked the

tree where these caterpillars (above)
were found. It appears quite healthy.
Which brings me back to mistletoes. About 10 years ago in tree plantations in the Clare Valley, South Australia, it was suggested that placing
mistletoe plants on 1% of the trees
would encourage birds and reduce
the susceptibility of these trees to
decimation by beetles, caterpillars
and such insects.
This month watch for...
Superb Fairy-wrens in brilliant blue
breeding colour. Greenhood orchids
and Silver Wattle flowers coming into
bloom. A variety of fungus amongst
lush green bush moss.

Proud
to support
our CFA
Film Society Programme
Fridays at 7pm
Wadjda July 15th 2016
The Dresser Aug 19th 2016
The Railway Man Sept 16th 2016
A Separation Oct 21st 2016
Camelot Nov 18th 2016
The Piano Feb 17th 2017
Tim Mar 17th 2017
Life is Beautiful Apr 21st 2017
Paris Texas May 19th 2017
Kumiko June 16th 2017

call 9844 1839

email admin@wnh.org.au
warrandyteneighbourhouse.org.au
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Level 1, 168 Yarra Street
(inside Warrandtye Community Centre)

Join the Warrandyte
Film Society
Now accepting July
2016 - June 2017 annual
memberships.
Warrandyte Film Society is a
local club run by Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House. We
will screen 10 movies during
the 2016/2017 season. Annual
membership is only $50 and
includes all screenings and
nibbles before each movie.
Doors open at 7pm with
screening at 7.30pm. Time for
coffee and a chat afterwards.
Wine sold by the glass.
This is a friendly, local and low
cost group open to all. We meet
in the Neighbourhood House.
Members also entitled to hire
from our movie collectin at no
charge.

Ryan
Smith MP
Authorised by Ryan Smith MP,
2/1020 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster East 3109
Contact Ryan’s office on 9841 5166
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Driven mad by visual pollution

VIDEO
ADS!

only

Call 9844 0555

kibbled
VERY time I pass under it I am incensed.
The ‘it’ is that
bloody, garish, electronic advertising
sign on the side of the Hoddle
Street Bridge situated just as
the Eastern Freeway veers
right and narrows from a lot
of lanes to barely any into
Alexandra Parade. I am incensed, not only because it is
yet more visual pollution to a
Melbourne that has too much
already, but because I think it
is a safety hazard.
The point of advertising is to
attract attention. The point of
having a large hoarding is to
attract gently, even if vulgarly,
the attention of passers-by.
The point of having an electronic advertising hoarding
with sparkling colour and
constantly moving images is
not just passively to attract
attention but to leap out from
the screen, scatter glitter in
your eyes, beat you about
the sensibilities with flashing
logos and grab your attention
by the throat. In all a mega-vulgar attention distraction from
what you should be doing;
paying close attention to your
safe driving.
If I have a prang anywhere
near it, I will be at the doors
of Slater and Gordon as their
doors open for business. I
think it should be possible
for a slick barrister to argue
the case that the hoarding has
been placed in such a position
with the direct intention of attracting the drivers’ attention;
that’s what advertising’s for.
The fact that the hoarding is
placed above the road, at a
dangerous narrowing of the
road, may be a further indication of a lack of forethought
about its placement.
Also, one could argue that
the intention was to attract
the drivers’ attention for more
than just a moment. The fact
that they have a series of
different ads on the billboard,

Bring your marketing
into the future with

$399
A beautiful &
very modern music
rehearsal studio
now available in
North Warrandyte!

This spacious, accessible & soundproof facility is perfect for
any band, soloist or ensemble. Very reasonable introductory
rates on oﬀer:
• $10 per band member for up to 3 hrs (3+ band members)
• $15 per person/per hour • Equipment hire available

For bookings contact Jackson Price
0419 338 490 | Fretman96@gmail.com

all clamouring for attention,
has the result (deliberately
or not) of keeping the driver’s
attention from the road and
surrounding traffic for a disturbingly long period of time.
It is an offence to use one’s
mobile when driving on the
very reasonable grounds that
doing so is too distracting.
Looking down to text, see
who’s calling or to check
your share portfolio means
your eyes and attention are
not on the road. Even for a
split second we are told. How
then is it acceptable to have
a deliberate distraction that
urges you to look up, for more
than a split second, above the
line of traffic in front of you?
But is it safe for me to be
too self-righteous about attention-distracting?
The kitchen is a disaster
zone! Pointy knives, electrical
equipment, open gas-fuelled
flames and trays of TV dinners. The trip to the refrigerator is a common one and
oft times the trip is taken,
holding a plateful of blancmange or some particularly
sharp cheese. The refrigerator
door has to be opened with
one hand whilst balancing

the leftover plate of truffle-infused quails’ egg and Brussel
sprout risotto or a litre or two
of sun-heated, reduced apple
and salmon stock.
All this requires attention to
task. How then, am I to justify
the photos of cute animals,
ads for nude yoga classes,
year-old notifications about
street sweeping and tasteless
fridge magnets that plaster
our refrigerator’s door? A
minefield of health and safety
concerns. Just imagine the potential carnage resulting from
a new fridge door addition.
Herself is in the middle of
making my usual breakfast of
thrushes’ tongues followed
by a porcini muffin artistically
drizzled with a rhubarb and
chia seed coulis. Just as she is
about to serve it on a trencher,
she realises she has forgotten
the clotted cream. A trip to the
refrigerator is necessary.
Uncharacteristically, she
takes the bowl of hot coulis
with her. As she nears the
fridge, she spies a new addition to the fridge door; a photo of baby chinchilla kitten
grooming the leg of a mothering, banded lemur. Both of
Herself’s hands fly to smother

a gasp of adoration but in the
process, the cut crystal bowl
flies from her hand, smashes
against our porphyry stone
bench top and splinters into a
thousand lethal needles
The hot coulis, meanwhile,
takes a parabolic trajectory
until it hits my upper body.
The rhubarb, being slimy,
clings to my face, the heat
searing my flesh. The chia
seeds find their way into
nostrils, eye sockets and my
mouth. With seeds in my eyes,
I can’t see what I’m doing or
where I’m going so it’s not
rocket science to see that
my bare feet and needle-like
crystal shards don’t mix.
As I scream in pain and topple to my left, I grab Herself
who has just begun to realise that the chinchilla kitten
has, in fact, been biting the
lemur’s tail just prior to an
all-in barney.
Needless to say, the ensuing
‘domestic discussion’ would
range widely. Was it the fault
of the door opener or the
photo installer?
And, do flowing tears or
grumpiness win an argument?
ROGER KIBELL

Licensed Roof Plumbers
• Re-rooﬁng & New Roofs
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Skylights & Whirlybirds

• Gutterguard & Leaks
• Rainwater Tanks
• Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

MADISON

G U A R A N T E E D

SLOAN
LA WYERS

Exceptional Personal Service
and Trusted Legal Advice
3/1-15 Hopetoun Road, Park Orchards Vic 3114
T. 9879 0734 M.0401 134 760
E. melisa@madisonsloanlawyers.com.au

www.madisonsloanlawyers.com.au

Would you like Marilyns with that?
N hour to kill in
Richmond on a
chilly winter’s
day.
Determined
wind gusts
whip up an icy maelstrom
of browned-off plane leaves.
Heavy clouds lower blackly,
blotting out the tops of distant
high-rise towers. A strange
whiff, pungently reminiscent
of industrial waste, hangs
limply in the air, unmoved by
the frisky gusts.
I turn into an empty sidestreet that is quite lovely: a
row of substantial red-brick
Victorian warehouses behind
an avenue of overhanging
plane trees still clinging to the
last shreds of autumn.
Down this street, tucked behind a red brick façade, I come
across an enticing café, cheerfully bustling, its glowing
inner warmth untouched by
the wintry weather outdoors.
I open the latched door just as
the next rain squall hits.
Another world thrums inside, warm and cocoon-like,
bathed in gentle light, delicious aromas and quirky iPod
jazz. The conversational buzz
is surprisingly muted. Except
for a bevy of young mums
seated at the table next to
mine, where a softly sleeping

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

white and pink bundle is the
centre of attention, few customers can resist the lure of
their tiny flickering screens.
Somewhat bemused, I dip
into my basket to retrieve a
birthday present: The Village
Effect: why face to face contact
matters by much-published
Canadian developmental psychologist Susan Pinker. “With
a raft of surprising data, this
compulsively readable, lively
and meticulously researched
book shows that direct and
frequent (face to face) contact
is at least as important to our
survival as clean air or good
nutrition,” enthused one eminent reviewer.
I suspect she’s preaching
to the converted, although I
can’t imagine why anybody
would find this research surprising. Blind Freddy could
see that every minute a child
spends gazing at a screen is
a minute not spent looking
at, and learning from, the
real world. Surely aeons of
evolution must have taught
us something?
Sighing, I put the book aside

and pick up the coffee menu.
Wow! These offerings tick all
the boxes. Organic? Check.
Heirloom berries? Check.
High altitude plantations?
Check. Superbly facilitatory
climate? Check. Sustainable?
Check. Collaborative employer of appropriately rewarded
women? Check.
“What transpires is an exquisite coffee, layers of complexity enfolding beautiful tropical
fruit with lime-like acidity and
a clean finish.” If I don’t choke
on the PC propaganda, I might
actually enjoy this coffee. Just
reading about it is enough to
transport me to the highlands
of Ethiopia.
I order a double shot long
black from a waiter whose
glowing approach to customer service would have seemed
completely over-the-top a
decade or so ago. These days
it’s fast becoming the norm
in cafés across Melbourne.
Lovely to be served by happy
staff so passionate about what
they’re selling!
Imagine how amazing it
would be if supermarkets
became as passionate about
the food they sold! For a start,
they would be like markets,
nearly everything fresh; it’s
so much harder to wax lyrical about stuff that comes in

packets and tins.
A label on a crate of capsicums might read, for example:
“Bishop’s Crown: organically
grown on select hand-tilled
Burdekin loams, bush-ripened then hand-harvested
at dawn before each crate is
air-freighted to reach your
market by sunrise next day.
Judicious blending of flavoursome heritage varieties,
natural sun-ripening and restrained spring-water irrigation have produced a unique,
intensely sweet piquancy layered with subtle hints of black
pepper and smoked chilli.”
On the same shelf, yesterday’s produce would,
of course, be half-price!
It’s starting to happen. Potatoes! At markets and specialist
shops we now get spuds from
Gippsland, the Dandenongs,
the Otways and Kinglake:
Dutch Creams, Sebago, King
Edwards, Kipflers, Toolangi
Blue, Royal Blue, Nicola, Blue
Moon, Pink Viking … even
Marilyns! (I bought them at
the Warrandyte market, so it
must be true.)
There’s one hell of a way to
go, though, before food catches up with the wine and coffee
industries. My friend Wiki tells
me there are more than 50,000
capsicum cultivars, for a start!
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TOM KERKHOF

TELEVISION
Servicing the area for 40 years

Committed to caring
for all family pets

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au
warrandytevet.com.au

DIGITAL Televisions,
Stereo Systems, DVDs,
Digital Set Top Box Systems,
New Digital Television
Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte
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The humanitarian

Warrandytian Charlotte Sterrett digs
deep and delivers from the heart
By JAMES POYNER

HE spirit of community in
Warrandyte has a strong
vibrant energy that we all
draw from on occasion.
For some of us, this
sense of community
amongst fellow human beings
means more than the place where
we live.
Charlotte Sterrett has been living north of the river for about 10
years and sat down with the Diary
to tell us about her day job and the
amazing humanitarian work she
does.
Charlotte has spent the past 14
years working in international
development and owns a company called Climate Concern (www.
climateconcern.net), which works
with communities in developing
countries to address climate
change.
“I got my first gig with Oxfam Australia as a program officer, working
in Southern Africa. It was sort of
an admin/program role working on
their HIV and AIDS program.”
The job was mostly office based,
but Charlotte being interested in
other cultures and already being
well travelled was eventually able
to work with one of Oxfam’s partner organisations (the HIV and
AIDS Prevention Group) and spent
a couple of weeks working with a
community in the North Eastern
region of South Africa.
“I spent two weeks working with
a home-based care organization,”
she said. “We would go to people’s
homes, provide treatment such
as cleaning wounds and changing
bandages, help them attend health
appointments – that sort of thing.”
Expressing an interest in climate
change, on that trip she had the
opportunity to conduct some
research regarding food security,
climate change and the link to HIV
and AIDS.
“The program was working with
communities on finding ways to
improve people’s access to food,
through home gardening projects,
things like that, because when you
are HIV positive, good nutrition is
important: without it you tend to
go downhill much more rapidly,”
Charlotte explained.
The region was experiencing
drought at the time and Charlotte
hypothesised that the drought
was linked to changes in the local
climate.
From those early beginnings, she
eventually formed her own company, Climate Concern.
The company allows her to
maintain a mix of high level policy
writing and technical support to
Non-Government-Organisations
(NGOs) and on the ground support
to communities and people who
are at risk and vulnerable to the
impacts of climate change.
“It has been nearly six years now
since I started my own business,
I have been to lots of places and
seen lots of things, and the problems are very similar wherever I
go,” she told the Diary.
What she is referring to is how
the real world impacts of climate
change, poverty and social injustice are all interconnected, and
often those most affected lack a
platform to express their concerns.
Charlotte explains: “In Warrandyte, if someone comes and tries
to say, like with the bridge for example, we are going to widen the
bridge, everyone goes, ‘Oh hold
on a minute, no one talked to us’,
and we are able to talk to the decision makers so that our voices are
heard. Well why should decisions
affecting people in developing
countries be any different? Poor
people deserve a voice too.”

So Charlotte visits these people
to learn from their experience and
to develop research, policy and
programs that better reflect people’s needs and priorities.
At times, however, she gets
caught up with one particular person.
She talks of an experience she
had with Christopher, a community
leader, while visiting a program
recently on some remote islands in
Papua New Guinea.
“We were having a community
meeting and I noticed that one gentleman contributing to the meeting
was in a wheelchair. So when we
were having lunch I started talking
to him,” she said. “What I found
out was that he had been kindly
donated a wheelchair 10 years ago
by a couple who were translating
bibles into the local language. They
saw that he couldn’t get around so
they organised for him to have a
wheelchair.”
But 10 years of wear and tear on
a remote island with limited infrastructure had taken its toll.
“When I got there the wheelchair
was kind of broken. While it could
still be wheeled around, he only
had a piece of ply to sit on, it was
very uncomfortable. His arms
were really weak and he had to
be pushed around and I thought
there’s got to be something more
that we can do.”
Charlotte initially went down the
conventional route of fundraising
and realised that not only did she
need to raise $6000 to buy the gentleman a new wheelchair but she
would need to find some way to get
it out to him as well.
“I soon realised that I needed
help from an organisation with expertise in supporting people with
disability. After contacting Motivation Australia, they put me in
contact with two local PNG organisations (Callan and Prosthetic Operations & Mobility Services) who are
part of a national program to supply mobility aids to people just like
Christopher. Another phone call

later and I spoke with the organisation in question and they told me,
‘yes’, they could help. Not only did
they provide the wheelchair, they
also made sure it met with Christopher’s ongoing needs.”
This mechanism for supporting
people in developing countries by
buying and flying in services and
materials may sound familiar if you
have ever donated money for an
emergency appeal, but Charlotte
says the reality is not as simple as
this, especially in remote locations.
“Whenever you provide any form
of technology to people who have
limited resources you have to be
really careful about the sorts of
things you bring in. Christopher
didn’t just need a wheelchair, he
needed local ongoing support;
support that would be there long
after my one-off visit. Now he has it
through the local organization and
I can feel happy that my little act of
kindness will have positive impacts
well into the future.”
lthough this act of compassion has
made a big difference to Christopher’s quality of life, the bigger issue for many developing countries
is climate change.
We are now seeing instances
where climate change is beginning
to affect developed countries like
Australia, also. The storms in Sydney recently are evidence of that
and although the impacts can be
similar, the solutions are often very
different, as Charlotte explained.
“In Sydney, the first thing that
they said was ‘let’s build a sea
wall’, that would probably work
in Australia because we have the
money. It would be great for some
of these Coral Atolls that are suffering from rising sea levels if we
could just build a massive sea wall
around them but no one will pay
for that. They have to come up
with other solutions.”
Meanwhile, back in Warrandyte
Charlotte spends a lot of time trying to help individuals and communities all over the world, but what
happens when she gets home?

“I am doing all this community
based work in other countries and
in some ways I want to separate my
work from my home life because
climate change is a stressful and
depressing issue but then I thought,
you know what? Tough luck.”
For almost a year, Charlotte has
been putting in some time, when
she is at home, with Warrandyte
Climate Acton Now (WarrandyteCAN), our local climate activism
group focused on environmental
and climate change issues.
“WarrandyteCAN has been really
good, they hold regular information
and film nights on really interesting
issues but we need more people to
be involved and take action.”
The issues that Charlotte addresses in her working life also
influence her private life.
Global problems need a global
solution which means every level
of society needs to be engaged in
the process and although global
events like the signing of the climate deal in Paris in December
2015 are important, enacting on
these issues at a government level
“is like moving a super-tanker” as
Charlotte puts it, “we need to be
more agile”, this agility lies with
the community and places groups
like WarrandyteCAN are at the
heart of the solution.
As the saying goes, charity starts
at home and the current Winter
Clean Up Campaign by the WCA is
a good way to do your part. Charlotte has about two acres on the
north side of the river.
“We try to reuse, recycle, repurpose, we’ve got solar hot water, a
4.5KW solar power for electricity,
tank water, all those sorts of things.
But we are fortunate because we
can afford to do that.”
Charlotte and her family have obviously adopted a lifestyle choice
that allows them to behave in this
way. If you are reading this and you
would like to do more for the community, environment, planet but
do not know where to start, there
are many small changes that, over

time, can make a big difference;
things beyond just giving money to
charity that can often feel like it is
not making a difference.
“I don’t think there is anything
wrong with giving money to charities that are good and decent and
transparent in how they spend
their money. If people are time poor
then giving money is really good,
but give it regularly… it helps them
plan for the future and to be more
flexible in how they respond to certain things,” Charlotte said.
Other tips include switching
banks to one with no fossil fuel
exposure (Warrandyte Community
Bank), consuming less, shopping
locally, eating less meat and trying
to buy products which do not use
palm oil in them. Charlotte talks
about an app which means you can
shop mindfully and help reduce the
impact of palm oil without having
to spend all day laboriously checking the ingredients on the back of
packets and tins.
“Palm oil is a massive contributor
to deforestation, which releases
carbon into the atmosphere…
There is a [free phone] app by
Palm Oil Investigations, you can
take it to the supermarket and zap
things and it tells you whether they
use palm oil without you having to
do the research yourself.”
Charlotte has managed to integrate her overseas experiences and
the advice she gives to others into
her own life. If we can all do some
of the things that Charlotte does
then not only will we be able to
keep Warrandyte businesses and
the greater community thriving
but we can maybe work towards
being a symbol to other towns and
suburbs in Australia as to how they
can make their their home a better,
greener place.
“If you are local in Warrandyte,
join WarrandyteCAN,” Charlotte
said. “It’s a good place to start if
you are not sure what to do. We
have a Facebook page as well, it is
quite easy to get involved. There is
heaps to do.”
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Our bank a beauty
Millions of reasons to bank with our community bank

By GEM NOSTREM

ORGANISERS anticipate increased
attendance at the second annual
Greater Warrandyte Business Expo
to be held in August.
“We were thrilled with the turn
up last year of just over 230 people
across the day,” said event organiser Bambi Gordon of The Woo.
“From feedback we are already
receiving we expect to increase
attendance this year – especially
considering the strength of the
business seminar programs.”
As well as a number of local businesses exhibiting their products
and services, the Expo comprises a
program of over 20 business development seminars. Topics include
using social media – such as LinkedIn, Instagram and Facebook – to
find more customers; the basics of
Search Engine Optimisation; how to
do a digital de-clutter; communication skills; content marketing; financial management and more.
“Businesses of Manningham and
Nillumbik are able to access the
latest business info for free,” said
Ms Gordon. “As well as being able
to source information and advice
to run their businesses, the Expo
is also a great chance to network
locally.”
The program of seminars and list
of exhibitors is available at www.
warrandytebusinessexpo.com.au
Sam Pearce, branch manager of
the Warrandyte Community Bank
Branch, Bendigo Bank, major sponsors of the Expo for the second
consecutive year, recognises the
role the Expo plays in the local
business community.
“No business owner knows everything they need to know and that is
why events like this are important
– not just to the individual but to
the local economy,” Mr Pearce said.
“The Expo will bring together hundreds of business people – and importantly it will bring knowledge to
the area, whether that be through
people sharing what they know one
on one, or through the program of
seminars delivered by experts in
their fields.”
Business owners, operators and
their staff can register to attend
on the website. The event is presented free of charge due to the
generous support of major sponsor Warrandyte Community Bank
Branch Bendigo Bank and support
sponsors Manningham Business,
Enterprise Nillumbik, Curlew Creative, Thinking Printing and the
Warrandyte Diary.
The Expo is being held in the
heart of Warrandyte Village at the
Warrandyte Community Church, 57
Yarra Street, 9am to 6pm, Wednesday August 17. Call 9844 4100

Watch our video on YouTube
www.warrandytediary.com.au
By SAMMI TAYLOR

NOTHING says helping the community quite like $2 million and
that’s exactly what the Warrandyte
Community Bank Branch has done
– returned $2 million in grants and
sponsorship contributions to the
community in its 12 years of operation.
That’s money for schools, sporting clubs, the CFA, for our students
and teachers, small businesses and
people in need in our community,
and even the community newspaper you have in your hands right
now.
It’s money Warrandyte deserves
and money Warrandytians have
earned by banking locally. That’s
the key to opening the vault for
money flowing back into our
community – you bank with your
Warrandyte Community Bank and
everyone benefits, including you.
It’s a bank like no other in that it
givers back, not always ‘take’ like
the others.
The Warrandyte Community Bank
Branch is part of the Bendigo Bank
group and has been an important
fixture of the Warrandyte community since 2003. It was created thanks
to funding and pledges from local
people, who are now shareholders, with a team of professional
directors made up entirely of volunteers.
It’s a bank steeped in community
spirit and which is determined to
create new avenues for community
benefit. And the vast majority of
the profit is returned to the local
community in several ways to the
tune of $2m.
Every year, money from the bank
goes towards local projects, programs, resources and infrastructure. It’s money used to support
local people, keep them safe and
improve their lives.
It’s an initiative the bank’s board
chairman Aaron Farr is proud to be
a part of.
“We’ve given $2 million back to
the community, and $390,000 in the
past 12 months, and we hope to
increase that number every year

exponentially,” Aaron says.
“We’ve given money back to
the CFA, to local pre-schools and
schools, we’ve given money to help
with the development down at the
local sports club.”
Every year, $50,000 is awarded
to the local CFA to ensure Warrandyte’s fire fighters have the
resources to keep the community

local markets
The Yarra Glen Racecourse Market
Returns on Sunday September 4, every
month through to the following June, except January – 9am-2pm. It is a beautifully
laid out market with wide walkways – no
dogs allowed – set in the lovely surrounds
of the Yarra Glen Racecourse. Everything
sold at the market has to be fresh, homemade, good value and exceptional quality.
Arts and crafts, home wares, delicious
gourmet food and homegrown produce.
Ample parking for $4.
Via Armstrong Grove, off Healesville-Yarra
Glen Road, yarravalleyfood.com.au
St. Andrews Market
The alternative market is held every Saturday between 8am-2pm. Organic fruit and
veggies, free range eggs, preserves, preloved vintage and retro goods. Handmade
soaps and organic skin care products. Delicious vegetarian and Gluten free foods. The
Chia Tent, buskers and pony rides for the
kids. Kangaroo Ground-St. Andrews Road,
standrewsmarket.com.au
Warrandyte Community Riverside Market
Held the first Saturday of every month, first
and third Saturday of December, with no
market in January. Next market is Saturday
August 6. Situated along the Yarra River
amongst the majestic eucalypts. Fresh fruit
and veggies, flowers, plants, jams, cheeses,

breads, pastries, handcrafted items and live
entertainment. Fabulous homemade fair
and coffee, or bring along a rug and have
a picnic. All profits are shared across the
community to charities and local organisations, warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au
Part Orchards Market
Held the third Saturday of every month
from 9am till 1pm at the Park Orchards Primary School, Corner Park Rd and Bowmore
Ave. Next market is this Saturday July 16.
There is a great variety of delicious foods
available from pancake wraps, honey, fruit
and veg, breads and cakes, through to a
sausage sizzle manned by Lions.
More 0487 913 494 or
admin@parkorchardsmarket.com
The Hurstbridge Farmer’s Market
Runs the first Sunday of every month,
except January. Next market is Sunday
August 7. Entry fee of $2. The market is
held in the lovely surrounds of Ferguson’s
Paddock, 12 Arthurs Creek Rd, Hurstbridge.
Some of the wonderful items available are
local King’s Boutique wines, Kookaberry
Farm jams, Grand Ridge Brewery craft
beers, free range chooks, chai tea, creamed
honey, honeycomb and bees wax candles,
and all the way from Bright and Myrtleford,
lovely fresh walnuts and mush more,
hurstbridgefarmersmarket.com.au

as safe as possible. Funds have
contributed towards a new generator, new trucks, vehicles, lockers,
defibrillators and more.
But even the small grants can
make a big difference – the kinder
kids of Burch Memorial Pre-School
have received over 100 new books,
CD books, parent resource books
and an upgrade to their Burch

Bookworm Library thanks to a
grant of $1518.
The Warrandyte Community
Bank’s scholarship program has
also changed lives, contributing
$25,000 in the past year to university-aged students who may be
facing disadvantage. Last year five
students received $5000 to put towards their education.
“Our scholarship program has
also provided funds to young
people attending university who,
without the money maybe wouldn’t
have been able to attend university
due to financial hardship or personal hardship,” Aaron says.
“I’ve been very proud of being
involved in that because we’ve
assisted those young people to
grow and to develop and get back
involved with the local community,
and further their education.”
Community funding is only generated by accounts opened at
the Warrandyte branch, which is
why it’s important to bank locally.
Money banked at the Warrandyte
Community Bank Branch finds a
meaningful purpose and helps not
only improve the Warrandyte community, but to change lives in big
and small ways.
For more info about how to
make the move and change banks,
or to find out about the Warrandyte Community Bank Branch’s
Community Funding initiative,
bendigobank.com.au/public/
community/our-branches/
warrandyte
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WTC's One Act Plays

A DOG'S Life by Pam Valentine sets a scene for
us inside the kennels of forgotten, discarded
or lost dogs.
The dialogue is from the dogs’ perspective,
locked in cages not knowing what their future
holds. We learn from their interaction with
each other their understanding of the situation, but they can’t communicate with the
humans who control their lives, who may give
them a home or have them put down. Very
emotive and thought provoking.
I have seen my favourite actresses, Simone
Keifer and Noelene Cooper, playing cows,
monkeys and chickens, all hilarious. Their
dogs, however, brought tears to our eyes. Well
done everyone.
Boise, Idaho by Sean Michael Welch – or
Paris, France – according to the narrator romanticising about what the relationship might
be between the couple on the next table. Curiosity slowly draws the couple into her plot,
turning them into her characters, causing her
to lose control of her own story. Lisa Upson, as
always, was amazing. How does she remember
all those lines? And her presentation and facial
expressions draw you in so well.
Something Old, Something New by Tony
Layton is about a rock star, at the end of his
heyday, his faithful personal assistant Angela
Heine still by his side, finally reaping the benefits of her many years of loyalty and her love
for him acknowledged at last.
Tony Clayton gets better with every performance and his take on a particular English
dialect was terrific, as was the Irish porter’s,
played by Daryll Mitchell. I suspect Angela
Heine’s English is her own and the clarity of
same was lovely to hear.
All round, a great team effort on and off the
stage.
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A DISAPPOINTINGLY small audience came to
see Warrandyte Theatre Company’s One Act
Plays on election night but bookings for the
following week were much improved with a
full house on the final night.
Come on Warrandyte, WTC deserves better
patronage for a night of great talent and excellent value. The cabaret seating style for this
had mixed reactions; nice to have a nibble and
a drink, but vision not so good.
A Dog’s Life was the first play and for me the
highlight of the evening. Four very talented
actors portrayed four dogs in the pound:
Noelene Cooper plays Ben, an old tramp’s
mongrel, Simone Kiefer plays Fritz, a German
shepherd, Susan Rundle plays Fifi, a French
poodle, and Eloise Thompson energetically
plays Ginger, a puppy.
Noelene was the star of the show for me,
firstly when she ferociously bit the visitor
(which had BB screaming in fright) and secondly when she tragically died (which had
me in tears).
David Tynan’s excellent direction completes
this masterpiece.
Boise, Idaho followed. A very clever piece in
which the narrator, brilliantly played by Lisa
Upson, is a playwright composing the story
from one table in a café about the couple at another table and the whole thing interacts well.
John Italiano plays Olston with his usual flair.
At one point he has murdered Harvey and put
him in a dumpster. We later discover to our
relief that Harvey is a hamster/gerbil/mouse.
Flora Terrens confidently plays Chastity.
An intriguing and enjoyable play, directed
by Ruth Richter.
Something Old Something New completed the
evening. Directed by Daryll Mitchell who also
played a very believable Irish porter, the scene
is set in the honeymoon suite of a hotel. Jet
Rush, a fading rock star, is played well by Tony
Clayton with a very realistic cockney accent,
has checked in with Pat, his personal assistant
and new wife, capably played by Angela Heine.
Although the play showcases the talents
of the actors, it is a poor choice. Most of the
narrative is argument between the two and
the plot drags towards its obvious conclusion.
This one was not for me.
Reserve now the dates of September 15, 16,
22, 23 for the Warrandyte Youth Theatre’s
production of Orwell’s 1984, which is not to
be missed.
DAVID HOGG
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Two pott(er)y people thrill audience
By VAL POLLEY

IT’S wonderful to hear stories as told by
our talented residents.
In the third installment of the Warrandyte Historical Society’s evening talks,
two outstanding potter/artists engaged
their audience of over 40 people with accounts of their experiences.
The first, Marjorie Beecham, led her listeners through the story of her long and
active life in pottery. Starting at RMIT
her story progressed through decades,
living in Templestowe, then Westerfolds
and finally Warrandyte. She set up lovely
word pictures of her potting, establishing
workshops, kiln moving with crane and
truck, raising children (with a lovely story about children, lunch and lamb chops
cooked in the heat of the kiln).
She became pottery tutor for the Warrandyte Arts Association in the mid
1960s. Firstly in a shed at Walsh’s bakery,
that was freezing in winter and stifling in
summer. Then at a studio in the grounds
at Potters Cottage and finally moving to
its current home in the Old Fire Station
behind the Mechanics Institute. Her audience was highly entertained and appreciative.
Marjorie was followed by sculptor/
ceramicist/potter Deborah Halpern who
spoke lovingly and eloquently of her
family and of her potter parents and life
amidst the early days of Potters Cottage.
She described how it was set up in Moonlight Cottage (still just visible in Research
Road) but rapidly outgrew the tiny building and so the potters mortgaged their
houses and bought Zock’s farmhouse in
Jumping Creek Rd.
They proceeded to establish firstly the
gallery, then the restaurant and finally
Potters School. She raised laughter in
describing how the band of diverse potters would meet where some would be
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grumpy and some difficult and how they
would be placated and eventually make
decisions.
Deborah talked about her early beginnings with memories of digging clay with
her mother and firing pots where the kiln
would drain power from the local area.
She described how she was influenced
by the work of Alexander (Hipwell) Copeland, more edgy and colourful (she had
developed a dislike of brown).
Deborah said how wonderful it was
that pottery still played a role in Warrandyte life with Jane Annois initiating
the Pottery Expo which takes place on
the riverbank each February. Deborah’s

talk was enthusiastically received by her
audience.
Unfortunately the third advertised
participant, Joff Manders, was unable to
attend due to a medical emergency but in
the event the two speakers filled the time
and thoroughly entertained the gathering. The influence of Potters Cottage was
reinforced when the audience was asked
how many had bought pots there and
practically every hand in the room went
up. The meeting then adjourned to the
museum where a wonderful supper (supplied by Lyndy Gilbert) and much chat
and conversation were enjoyed by everyone. All in all it was a great night.

WARRANDYTE Historical Society will present a talk on art legend Vassilieff on Sunday
July 17 at the North Warrandyte Family
Centre.
Author of Vassilieff and his Art, Felicity St
John Moore, and Richard Moore (film director The Wolf in Australian Art) will be guest
speakers discussing the art world of Danila
Vassilieff and his time in Warrandyte.
Vassilieff came to Warrandyte as foundation art teacher at the innovative Koornong
School in 1939 and built his house Stonygrad
close by.
He was one of the artistic circle in Warrandyte during the 1940s and early ‘50s.
Vassilieff is a notable figure in Australian art
history who has received much greater recognition in recent times, thanks to the work
of Felicity and Richard.
The event is tipped to be an entertaining
and interesting talk about a major figure in
Warrandyte’s history. DVDs and book will be
available for purchase.
The talk will be held at 2.45pm Sunday July
17 (after the AGM) at the North Warrandyte
Family Centre, 184 Research-Warrandyte
Road, North Warrandyte.
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50 Graysharps Road,
Hurstbridge
The Hub hosts a range of
activities and services including:
• Maternal and child health
• Multipurpose community
spaces for community
meetings, events, training
and exhibitions
• Community lounge, courtyard,
spaces to drop in, grab a coffee
and meet friends for a catch up
• Shared consulting and meeting
spaces for outreach and
support services
• Early years (long day care and
kindergarten)

Sustainability Awards
You are invited to
participate in the 2016
Practically Green
Sustainability Awards.
Council is seeking nominations
for outstanding examples of
sustainability in the following
categories:

Rooms are available for hire by
contacting Council’s Community
Facilities Unit.

•
•
•
•

Sustainable Building Award
Sustainable Home Award
Sustainable Business Awards
Sustainable Community
Organisation Award
• Sustainable School or
Children’s Centre Award

To enquire about bookings
contact halls@nillumbik.vic.
gov.au or 9433 3733.

Nominations close Sunday
31 July.

NILLUMBIK Parenting in
PRIZE 2016 Perspective
Nillumbik Prize Finalists
exhibition
2 June – 28 July, Montsalvat
Celebrating contemporary
works of excellence by
artists with a Nillumbik
connection.
montsalvat.com.au

Backyard chooks
for beginners
Learn the basics of backyard
chicken keeping with our
farmer, Stephen.
This hands-on workshop will
cover the characteristics of
different breeds as well as the
housing and care of chickens.
This is an adult focused learning
experience and not suited to
young children.
Saturday 6 August
10am-12noon
Cost $35
Bookings essential:
edendale.vic.gov.au

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
pgawards
9433 3211

Wednesday 20 July
6.30pm-8.30pm

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

LOW IMPACT

GROUP
EXERCISE
CLASS
** FIRST CLASS FREE **

9.45 MON & WED
A
M

Artistry in Iron

Knees Rd, Park Orchards

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

Improve strength & balance,
Keep fit, have fun & socialise!

0418 357 282

At Domeney
Community Centre

love
landscapes

Carter Art

Call Liz 0427 310 881

NEIL CARTER

Transportation
in Nillumbik
and beyond

Parents of children of any age
are welcome to come along
and hear about:

Join representatives from
Council, RACV, and Metro
Trains at this free information
session where we will share
information, take questions and
allow time for discussion on
the various ways to get around
in Nillumbik and beyond.

• The link between
happiness and responsive
parenting
• Emotion coaching: tuning
into your children
• Responsive discipline
Light supper provided
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
Events/ResponsiveParenting

Wednesday 27 July,
10am-12pm
Hurstbridge Community Hub
35 Graysharps Road,
Hurstbridge

* If you live outside the
Shire the cost is
$15 to be paid in
cash at the
ﬁrst session.

www.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

grant mcgregor
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FR SSI
SE

Hurstbridge
Community Hub

Complimentary morning
tea provided.
For information and to
book contact 9433 3348
or positive.ageing@
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

@nillumbikshire

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

WARRANDYTE bradley curtis
ELECTRICIAN
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷
▲ Domestic
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Airconditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

Phone 9844 2135

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

Yoga, Meditation &
Creative Dance

Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128

bhavacentre@gmail.com

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

Economical Repairs to:
TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,
Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops
Telephones:
Repairs, Advice, Cleanup
Moves, New Batteries
Virus Removal, Wi-Fi
Extra Phone Sockets
Broadband Installation
ACA Licensed Cabler

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

Certified Practising Accountants

painting &
decorating

Andrew John

Managing Director

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC

A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte 9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

on labour only.
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Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

Footy season is BACK!!
With the footy season well underway, you may be
experiencing some post-game soreness, post-watching
anxiousness or general wear and tear.
Why not pop into Warrandyte Osteopathy for a
treatment and let us help you!

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko
Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast

We treat everything from sporting injuries to headaches,
and anything in-between.
To make a booking please go online to
www.osteopathymelbourne.org and book yourself or
call the clinic on 9844 2465.

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Shop 2, 90-92
Melbourne Hill Road
Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)
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Get ready for the Riffmasters
by Circus Trick Tease, it is a celebration of our
nation, poking fun at the good and bad things
that make up our Great South Land. Book
online at wwww.manningham.vic.gove.au/
aussie-aussie-aussie or call 9840 9382

buzz about town
Event: Family Dinner Dance
Place: Warrandyte RSL
113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
When: Sunday July 17
Time: 4-8pm
Dance and listen to the vibrant blues and soul
music of the Riffmasters while enjoying a two
course meal for $25 or just listen to the band
for $15 (this may be standing room only).
Drinks at RSL bar prices. Bookings essential for dinner on Evenbrite.com.au (search
Warrandyte Causes). Best parking at back of
Community Centre
Event: Vassilieff in Warrandyte
Place: North Warrandyte Family Centre
184 Reasearch Road, North Warrandyte
When: Sunday July 17
Time: 2.45pm (after AGM)
Guest speaker Felicity St John Moore (author
of ‘Vassilieff and his Art’) & Roger Moore (film
director ‘The Wolf in Australian Art’) talk
about Danila Vassilieff the artist, and his time
in Warrandyte. Vassilieff was the foundation
art teacher at the innovative Koornong school
in 1939 and built his house Stonygrad. He is a
notable figure in Australian art history and the
talk will be both interesting and entertaining.
Event: Warrandyte Film Society
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Friday July 15
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm start
Film: Wadjda
Cost:
Join now for July 2016 – June 2017.
Annual membership fee of $50 for 10 films.
Must be a member to attend.
A rebellious Saudi girl (Waad Mohammed)
enters a Koran recitation competition at her
school and hopes to win enough money to buy
her own bicycle.
Event: Warrandyte Music
Place: Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
Yarra Street
When: Saturday July 30
Time:
7.30pm
Cost:
$28 adult, concession $21, child $10

Kavisha Mazzella (above) – ARIA award winner
and songbird sings original songs with lyrics
including humour, poetry, social justice and
spirituality. Kavisha will be accompanied by
Matthew Arnold on violin. Bookings advised on
0401 167 223 or warrandytemusic@gmail.com
Event: Masquerade Ball
Place: Christmas Hills Mechanics Hall
787 Ridge Road, Christmas Hills
Alexander Road, Warrandyte
When: Saturday July 23
Time: 7.30pm
Cost:
$25 adults $20 concession
Early Italian Baroque featuring areias and
songs by Montiverdi and Cavalli. Featuring
‘Both Side of the River’ vocal group along with
guest singers and players. A costume extravaganza with wonderful dance floor music. Prizes
and awards for masks and attire. Supper and
drinks included. Not to be missed!
Inquiries and booking sandyjeffs@ozemail.
comau, sfavilla@bigpond.com or 9730 1026
Event: ‘Aussie Aussie Aussie’
Place: Doncaster Playhouse,
679 Doncaster Road, Doncaster
When: Tuesday July 19
Time:
7.30pm
Cost: $25 Adults $22 Concession – Contains
adults themes
Have you ever seen beer can juggling? Aerial
keg tricks? A three meter high handstand? The
evening is set to entertain audiences with incredible acrobatics, comedy, iconic Australian
songs and astounding circus tricks. Produced

Event: Exhibition Opening – ‘Creative Accounting’
Place: Manningham Art Gallery
MC2, 687 Doncaster Road, Doncaster
When: Wednesday July 27
Time:
6-8pm
Manningham Art Gallery’s latest exhibition explores ideas around money, economic systems,
perceived value and the aesthetics of currency
at a time when money is becoming increasingly
abstract. This is a free event but an RSVP is
needed to gallery@manningham.vic.gov.au. A
Curator Floor Talk will be given by Holly Wiiliams on this subject at 11.30m on Thursday
July 28. Bookings essential on 9840 9382
Event: ‘Kart Koodin 2’
Place: Manningham Art Gallery
687 Doncaster Road, Doncaster
When: Commences Wednesday May 25 – Saturday July 2
Time: Opening hours Tuesdays – Saturdays
11am-5pm
“Kart Koodin’ is a Kulin word meaning paper.
The exhibition features work by Aboriginal
artists. A range of earthy and diverse Indigenous works on paper by Baluk Arts artists will
be on display, reflecting country, connection,
history and culture. The exhibition is held in
celebration of National reconciliation Week.
Visit gallery@manningham.vic.gov.au or 9840
9367 for further information.
Event: Introduction to Pastels workshop
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Wednesday August 10
Time: 11am-3pm
Cost:
$49
Contact WNH 9844 1839 or admin@wnh.org.au
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
for more information
Event: Native Plant Nursery
Place: Pound Road, Warrandyte
When: Thursdays or first Saturday and Sunday of month
Time:
Thursday 9.30am-12.30pm Satruday

9am-1pm Sunday 2-4pm
Purchase all your local natives at very reasonable prices.
Event: Learn to knit for complete beginner
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Saturday August 13
Time: 1-3-30pm
Cost:
$30 Adult. Adult plus child $40 (additional child $10) Sorry, no unaccompanied
children.Phone 9844 1839 or email admin@
wnh.org.au. www.warrandyteneighbourhood
house.org.au for more information

Gigs
Place: RSL Warrandyte
Event: Cargo Blues Band
When: Sunday July 24
Time: 4-8pm
The band is comprised of an Italian-born front
man/singer/harmonica player, Smokin Sam
Salzone. Accompanying him is solid bassist
Delta Chris, along with Ken Hatton on guitar
and Peter Williamson on drums.
The bands repertoire is a mix of original blues
covers material. R&B, R&R, blues and soul
music. BYO nibbles platter welcome. Sausage
sizzle at 6pm. Drinks at bar prices. Band box
donation. All welcome.
Place:
Event:
When:
Event:
When:
Event:
When:
Event:
When:
Event:
When:

The Grand Hotel
Electric Intent
Friday July 15
Nick Fletcher
Friday July 22
Long Gone Daddy’s Band
Friday July 29
Threezacrowd
Friday August 5
Nick Fletcher
Friday August 12

Event: Yarra Valley View Club meeting &
luncheon
Place: Chirnside Park Country Club
When: Tuesday July 26
Time: 12 noon
We will be holding a make, bake and grow day,
always lots of fun. Visitors welcome, bookings
essential. 0438 625 556
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If you hadn’t worked out already, social media remains for the most part an unharnessed minefield
where reputations or businesses can be ruined and children can be harmed emotionally, mentally
and even physically when all goes to plan for bullies or predators. Same goes for grown-ups, as
we’ve all seen or experience on our own community Facebook pages. Talk with anyone and you’ll
no doubt hear stories of abuse, bullying and threats that have touched the lives of adults as much
as children. But help is at hand amid the gloom, as Diary editor SCOTT PODMORE catches up
with a true expert in the field of social media policy, Kirra Pendergast, the founder and managing
director of accredited consulting group Safe on Social (SoS).- www.safeonsocial.com

Safe on Social

T A time we’re all trying to get our heads
around the best way
to move forward and
manage this ‘new way
of life’, organisations
like SoS couldn’t have come along
soon enough and Kirra explains
her own horrible first-hand experience as a victim which inspired
her mission to make things “safe
on social”.
SP: Thanks for talking to the
Diary, Kirra, please tell us what
Safe on Social is all about?
KP: The socialisation of the web
means that every photo uploaded,
every post commented on and every video shared on social media
has the potential to compromise an
organisation’s security and destroy
years of community goodwill.
SoS focuses on teaching people
how to use social media with
awareness. The team at Safe on
Social “SoS” have translated decades of experience in information
security, privacy, risk management
and business consulting into the
social media realm. By implementing tools and training to enable
safe usage of social media, we
help organisations to continue to
engage and grow their online communities whilst minimising risk. We
provide specialist, real world experience based training to educate
staff, students and their parents on
personal risk management when
using social media.
Late in 2015 we were honoured
to be one of the first companies in
Australia to be accredited by the
new Office of the Commissioner of
Children’s eSafety for our work in
schools across Australia. We are
based near Byron Bay and travel
nationally.

SP: You’re obviously passionate about this whole initiative/
business for a very good reason.
Would you like to share your own
experience in the social media
space?
KP: Let’s just say that after 18
months of constant bullying online
about my looks, my weight and
everything else in between, I have
some great primary research! I am
also dealing with the fact that I was
recently informed that my bully
had been posting on Instagram that
there is someone trolling them and
my bully has made the ridiculous
assumption that it is me! When I
think it might actually be my bully
trying to gain sympathy. We are
seeing that a lot in high school:
bullies setting up fake accounts
and bullying themselves to gain
sympathy and deflect their terrible
behaviour.
Adult online bullying is very
real, people say to switch off but
it is very, very difficult as people
who care about you will continue
to send screenshots with “have
you seen this”, for example. The
bullying brought me to my knees;
I barely left the house. I was in a
very dark place and it is very easy
to see why people take their own
lives. After a 22-year Information
Technology career predominantly
focused in Information Security,
I had already spent the last eight
years working in social media security, privacy and risk mostly with
large government departments and
healthcare. So during this time I decided to fight back and re-focused
my eight-year experience in this

guns and respect the fact that
there are age restrictions on social
media platforms for a reason. I see
a load of kids under the age of 13
(the age requirement) on Instagram, for example. Parents think it
is OK if they have their account set
to private, always worried about
people looking at their kids, but
often forgetting they can’t monitor
24x7 what their kids are looking at.
Take, for example, a 10-year-old girl
who loves cats typing in #pussy on
Instagram. Guess what she is going
to see?
SP: Our own Warrandyte Facebook pages can be a complete
disaster at times with some really
hurtful and damaging content
being posted. There’s an argument about freedom of speech, of
course, but I’ve seen businesses
almost get mauled to death and
have talked to people who have
been seriously affected. What are
your thoughts?
KP: Freedom of speech is all well
and good, but administrators of
pages need to realise that in the
eyes of the law they are considered
the publisher of every comment on
that page. So if someone is threatening or defaming someone in any
comment or post - they are just as
liable as the person who posted it.

space and founded Safe on Social.
I decided to focus on educating
students first and foremost, in an
effort to change the culture in a
generation. I am now working with
36 schools in NSW and Queensland,
state, private and Catholic, and we
have a suite of online tools available to them as well as face to face
classes.
SP: Kirra, what do you believe
are the main things people forget when it comes to social behaviour/common courtesy when
tucked away behind the safety of
keyboards?
KP: Common courtesy, respect
and manners. My grandmother always used to say, “If you can’t say
something nice, don’t say anything
at all.” Behind a keyboard there is
very little accountability as the law
is yet to catch up. I tried to take
out a Personal Violence Protection
Order when my bully repeatedly
threatened me online and the judge
refused, calling that facet that the
threats were being made through
social media “journalistic and vexatious”. I was being stalked and was
very scared.

SP: That’s terrible. And no one
is untouchable, would you say? It
clearly can affect everyone from
small children up to celebrities,
businesses, sportsmen and everyday people?
KP: Correct. Everyone is vulnerable. I am seeing an enormous rise
in anxiety issues in teens. There
has been a phenomenal rise in
students getting their parents to
call the school and ask to excuse
their child from public speaking,
for example, as they suffer from
anxiety. I could almost guarantee
that this anxiety, in a lot of cases,
is caused by the constant worry
about being filmed on Snapchat or
photographed while they are doing
their speech and openly criticised
on social media platforms by other
students.
That is a real concern. Most
schools try and ban smartphone
usage in class but it still happens.
Teachers are targets as well.
SP: OK then, for a school or
business, in a nutshell what would
you recommend as the bare essential requirements for social media
policy and/or saftey protocols?

KP: A robust social media policy
is a must in small businesses. Most
bigger businesses and government
agencies have them, however, they
are often out of date and need to
be reviewed by an expert in the
field. It protects them and their
staff.
Schools should consider guidelines to support the state government policies in place to cover
such things as contractors taking
photos of students when they are
on the campus and posting them
and to make sure that staff and
students really do understand what
can and should not be shared on
social media to respect the privacy
of others and protect the wellbeing
of students.
Ongoing education is key. Parents need to step up and realise
that a teacher can not also be a
parent. They bought their child a
smartphone so they should take
the responsibility to guide them in
how they can and can’t use it. You
wouldn’t hand your 13-year-old the
keys to a car and let them drive
down a busy highway without lessons would you?
Parents should also stick to their

SP: Is there anything else you’d
like to say about the topic?
KP: One thing I really want to
point out to your readers is that we
post photos of our kids online all
the time and then we complain that
they don’t respect their own privacy. We have shared their photos of
everything they are doing without
their permission for years! No
wonder they have no respect for
privacy and massively overshare
everything they are doing online.
The horse has bolted - we cannot
stop our children from using social
media. Everyone under the age of
15 now has never known a world
without social media. We need to
catch up and realise that this is the
primary communication channel
for them. Their phone is their social brain and they can not manage
their social life without it. We need
to teach them how to use social
media with awareness, respect
their privacy and understand personal risk.
We (safeonsocial.com) have a
range of solutions that can help
and is available to schools and
through P&C associations where
we donate a percentage of the cost
back to the school for fundraising.
SP: Speaking of schools, I hear
there’s been an interesting development regarding school holidays. Is it true social media may
even affect your insurance claims
when it comes to being robbed?
KP: Yes, believe it or not that’s
correct. When you’re posting photos that clearly state you’re away
you’re effectively advertising the
fact that no one’s home and therefore opens the door to be robbed.
It’s likely that insurance companies
could deny claims for break and
enter if you’re not there. That’s a
big one to think about, so if you
want to post photos do it when
you get home. The crooks can see
from photo maps where you live on
Instagram.
For more info visit the website
www.safeonsocial.com

HIGH FIVE
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Bravo, Bhava, three
By SAMMI TAYLOR

1

By MARIE BAKER

NESTLED in the quiet of West End Rd, Warrandyte, is the
Bhava Yoga and Dance Centre - and though it looks like
any other home on the street, it’s an important place for
many community members.
This July, the Bhava Yoga and Dance Centre is celebrating
it’s 30th anniversary. That is three decades of yoga, dance,
community spirit and coming together to practise harmony, meditation and relaxation.
Nowadays, Yoga is a widely used and gratefully accepted
form of exercise. There are daily classes at every gym, with
different styles like ‘hot yoga’ and Bikram Yoga. There are
even overseas yoga retreats at spas and resorts in Bali.
But Bhava has been around long before yoga was the exercise of choice for the Warrandyte community.
“This studio was started back in the day when yoga was
an unusual pursuit, before it went mainstream,” says
Wendy Bradtke, co-owner of the Bhava Centre.
“Lyn [founder] had the vision and she was a bit of a yoga
pioneer back in the day. To have built a building like this

Organic farming is strict!
Organic crops must be grown in safe soil,
have no modifications and must remain
separate from conventional products.
Farmers aren’t allowed to use synthetic
pesticides, bioengineered genes (GMOs),
petroleum-based fertilizers or sewage sludge-based
fertilizers.

2
3

A stronger, more energetic body
No pesticides, chemicals or processed additives bogging down your system means a
smaller risk of disease, illness and disorders
in your body. Nothing leaves you feeling tired
and more gross than unhealthy junk food.

Organic meat & milk are richer in nutrients
That includes omega-3 fatty acids which are
up to 50 percent higher in organic meat and
milk than in conventionally raised versions.
This may be because organic milk and beef
come from cattle that graze on a natural diet of
grass, while conventional meat and milk usually comes
from animals fed with grain.

4

It tastes better
It may not taste as good if you’re accustomed to the addictive qualities of junk
food additives, such as processed sugar
and MSG. But after just a short time of your
body experiencing truly healthy food, you’ll
be craving it, and all the crap will start having a bad
after-taste.

just for yoga 30 years ago, it just shows the level of commitment she had.”
Wendy and business partner Gabrielle Boswell have been
running Bhava for the past eight years. The centre teaches yoga and dance classes and covers a wide range of
exercise and techniques including relaxation, breathing,
postures, meditation and more. Wendy says Bhava aims
to offer a “complete practise” that covers all facets of the
hatha yoga style.
While yoga is a great way of keeping fit and letting go of
tension, it’s also a very personal pursuit, says Wendy.
“Yoga is my way of life. I can’t imagine life without this
centre, it’s almost like my second home,” she explains.
“I’ve always had a passion for teaching yoga and I love
being able to connect with people on that yogic level,
which is a little bit different to the day-to-day level because
you’re really reaching into their hearts and minds and
working with their body. When you see people come in the
door from their work week and they’re tired and stressed,
but at the end of the class they walk out relaxed and happy - that’s a good feeling.”
Bhava teaches dance as well as yoga, with classes for
young children, teenagers and adults of every skillset and
level of commitment. Some students have been visiting
the centre for over 20 years because of its beautiful atmosphere and nurturing style of teaching. Bhava prides itself
on being able to offer something for everyone that walks in
the doors.
“We go to great lengths to ensure that all ages and body
shapes are accommodated in our classes and are assisted
to feel comfortable,” Wendy says.
“We’ve always been a very community minded centre.
We’ve always taken a fairly personal interest in our students as well. When you come in the door you’re not just
another person… people come here because they have
difficult lives and they just need to unwind and find a bit
of peace during their week. If we can help them with that,
we are really contributing not just to the community but to
families as well.”
To celebrate the centre’s 30th anniversary, students can
bring a friend for free to any adult yoga or meditation
class from July 11–30.
For more visit www.thebhavacentre.com

Malcom taps into the
Warrandyte hypnotherapist Malcolm
Dart tells the Diary about his work and
the benefits hypnotherapy can have for
people. Malcolm’s work treats people
with issues ranging from a fear of spiders
to alleviating stress.

5

It’s better for the environment
Organic farming practices reduce pollution
(air, water, soil), conserve water, reduce soil
erosion, increase soil fertility and use less energy. Farming without pesticides is also better for nearby birds and small animals as well as people
who live close to or work on farms.

Q: How did you find yourself in the hypnotherapy industry?
A: I changed careers and I’ve been doing hypnotherapy for
about four years. I’ve got a diploma in hypnotherapy from
the Academy of Hypnotic Science but I’ve been fascinated
and impressed by hypnotherapy for about 15 years.

DID YOU KNOW

How can hypnotherapy help?
It’s very effective for a range of problems. People use
hypnotherapy to quit smoking and lose weight. I also see
people who suffer from stress and I’ve had great success
treating people with anxiety. If you suffer from insomnia,
hypnotherapy can be very helpful. Phobias are also something I see people for. Fear of flying, for example, is quite
common but is very treatable.

Sedentary or ‘still’ time spent watching TV, surfing
online or playing computer games is linked to children
becoming overweight or obese. Kids should spend no
more than two hours a day on ‘small screen’ entertainment. Plan a range of active indoor and outdoor games
or activities for your kids as alternatives to watching TV
or being on their smartphone.

Our Specialist Orthodontists look forward to providing
your family with personalised orthodontic care.
Children, teens and adults welcome
Traditional braces, invisible braces and
Over 15 years experience
No referral necessary

9846 3811 lavrinortho.com.au
Templestowe & Melbourne

Invisalign

Hypnotherapy & H
Hypnotherapy
Healing
ealing
Are you stuck? Confused? Needing to find direction?
Caught up in compulsive or addictive patterns? Need to quit
smoking? Or to lose weight? Depressed, anxious, & wanting
change? Needing change but unsure how to proceed?

Hypnotherapy is a safe & effective way
to find the future you want.
Malcolm Dart | Dip Clinical Hypnotherapy, Member AHA
Ph 0412 041 402 | LiveYourLightHypnotherapy.com.au
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decades of nurture

A natural kind of
powerful partnership

subconscious mind
Can hypnotherapy be dangerous?
No, it is very safe. In hypnotherapy people are taken into
a hypnotic trance but people remain very much aware.
People still know what is going on while they are in trance.
Often people don’t even feel like they’ve been in a trance
because they expect something a little more dramatic. I
also have a certificate in counselling so I’m very aware of
offering a safe and responsible session.
-

How does it work?
What happens is that the conscious mind moves to one
side or becomes less dominant. And the subconscious
mind becomes more available and is very open to suggestion. What a hypnotherapist does is make safe and sensible suggestions which the subconscious mind takes on
board and assists the changes to occur.

How does it assist with stress or giving up smoking?
It is so helpful for stress because the experience of hypnotherapy is very relaxing. When you are taken to a calm
state of mind I think that is helpful in itself because it
allows people to learn more about relaxation which can often lead them towards meditation or yoga which is greatly
beneficial for their health.
People can wrestle with quitting smoking for years and
they will try a range of methods such as patches and may
struggle for a long time. But hypnotherapy has a very high
success rate and can be achieved very quickly.
Malcolm can see new patients in Warrandyte and Eltham and can be contacted on 0412 041 402 or visit his
website at www.liveyourlighthypnotherapy.com.au

LONG time friends Kylie McGregor and Erica Lambert
made their dreams a reality last year when they opened a
Natural Therapies clinic in Ringwood North.
“We had always talked about opening a shop where people could come and access a range of natural treatment
options and wellness products, all under one roof,” Kylie
said.
In a powerful partnership, Kylie specialises in massage
therapy, kinesiology counselling and reiki healing, while
Erica sources the best in natural health food and organic
skincare for customers to purchase in store.
Since it’s grand opening in November last year, Naturale
Niche has been getting busier each week.
“A lot of people walk in because they work or live locally,
and have just noticed us,” Erica says. “After their first visit,
they quickly become regulars!”
Erica enjoys helping customers find the right products to
suit their needs. Originally from New Zealand, Erica knows
the fantastic benefits of organic Rotorua Mud and Manuka
Honey, and couldn’t wait to share these fantastic skincare
products with others. She also creates recipies using the
Bodyism health food supplements that she stocks.
“My favourite is Beauty Food berry balls - quick, easy and
will make your skin glow,” she says.
Wanting to offer more to their customers, Kylie and Erica
approached other highly skilled practitioners to join the
clinic and the duo quickly grew to a team of six. Natural
Niche now proudly offers the services of hypnotherapy,
reflexology, homeopathy and naturopathy as well as ear
candling, iridology, foot detox spas and other natural remedies.
“It’s all about a client centered approach,” says Kylie.
“We work together to help the client get the best possible
outcome for their health and wellbeing. For example, a
massage client may chat to me about wanting some help
to lose weight. I can book them in with someone I recommend within the clinic like our hypnotherapist or homeopath.”
Kylie is very passionate about the benefits of natural treatments and takes an empowering approach towards healing.
“The body is extremely powerful and often holds the answers to it’s ailments. It just needs the right tools. A perfect
example of this is kinesiology counseling,” she says.
Receptionist Lisa says Naturale Niche is the most relaxing
place she has had the pleasure of working at.
“The energy here is calm and nurturing,” says Lisa. “From
the moment you walk in the door you are greeted with soft
music and aromatherapy. The practitioners are friendly and
welcoming, it’s impossible to feel stressed here.”
Customers looking for a perfect gift can also purchase a
gift voucher for a relaxing treatment.
“I would recommend a beautiful hot stone massage, or a
reflexology session - they are pure bliss,” says Lisa. “Not
to mention the fine selection of artisan giftware and jewellery, great gifts for all.”
More information visit www.naturaleniche.org or find
them on Facebook

Hearing Problems?
AFFORDABLE & STRESS-FREE
hearing solutions to make your life easier!

TRY
BE FOR E
YOU B U Y

Award-winning Hearing Care

IVORY HEARING 9844 5863

Therapeutic massage
Relieves tired & sore muscles
Nurtures & nourishes your body |
Re-energises & revitalises | Calms
the mind | Relieves stress & anxiety

WINTER SPECIAL $60

(Normally $90!) Present this ad, valid until Aug 31

Call Dee 0429 881 103 | ZenQua, Tills Dr, Warrandyte
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Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

It’s switching your banking to us.
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s $2 million poured back into Warrandyte
and surrounding communities.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so just by
banking with us, you automatically become part of
something bigger. Bigger than a bank.
Drop into your branch at 144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte or
phone 9844 2233 or apply now at bendigobank.com.au

Savor our midweek special
2 COURSES & A GLASS OF ESTATE WINE
LUNCH & DINNER, WED-THUR
$55
bendigobank.com.au
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit
Licence 237879. S48164-12 (309248_v2) (29/06/2016)

Your great Italian escape…
54-56 BRUMBYS RD STH WARRANDYTE OLIVIGNA.COM.AU 9844 4676
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Mushroom mayhem

By JAMES POYNER

IT started with a Facebook post.
Earlier this month, Lauren and
Damon De Angelis, of Park Orchards, posted about an incident
involving a stranger on their property.
“I think they have been here before,” explained Mrs De Angelis.
“Because the dog’s barked and I
have seen them up by next door…
[I] was here with the cleaner and
my mother-in-law, so I had three
cars in the driveway… I’ve come
outside and there he is, in the middle of the lawn, just going for his
life.”
The gentleman is an unknown
mushroom picker who wandered
up the driveway of Mr and Mrs De
Angelis’s house and began picking
the wild mushrooms growing on
their front lawn, without asking
permission to be on the property
first.
Mr De Angelis told the Diary his
post on Facebook was a request for
information.
“I wouldn’t just walk onto someone else’s property and start picking wild flowers or something …
we just wanted more information
on why they were so desperate for
them,” said Mr De Angelis.
May and June were wet in Warrandyte and the forecast for July,
August and September indicates it
is going to be wet right into Spring.
Inspired by the De Angelis’s post
on Facebook, the Diary decided to
look into the increased mushroom
picking activity.
“This year has been the wettest year for five or six years,”
explained Bob, a local mushroom
picker.
“Mushrooms like drizzle so this is
the best year we have had in a long
time.”
Which explains a noticeable
increase in mushroom pickers as
there is a noticeable increase in the
numbers of mushrooms out there.
The increase in numbers may
also be due to an increase in the
popularity of alternative lifestyle
choices as Hans from North Warrandyte suggests.
“It has become trendy … the
various different food movements;
foraged, local grown, low food
miles. When you see other people
out there they are either old and
European or young and, dare I say,
hip – Instagramers and all that,”
said Hans.
Foraging for mushrooms is
fraught with danger as there are
many species of mushroom growing in Victoria and not all of them
are edible but not all of them will
kill you.
One particular species of field
mushroom named Amanita phalloides or Death Cap is quite common
in Victoria as it grows under oak
trees.
This particular species carries a

high mortality rate.
“When they [Death Caps] get old
they get a greenish shine to them
but when they are young they look
like the mushrooms you buy in the
shops,” explained Bob.
“They kill you about six days
after eating them and there is nothing you can do. You get sick, you
get better, you get sick again and
there is nothing you can do. Your
kidneys are shot, your liver is shot.
You’re dead.”
That does not apply to all species
of poisonous mushroom but Bob
believes that this black or white
view of ‘eat the wrong mushrooms
and you die’ may help manage
the public interest in mushroom
picking.
“The stigma is probably a good
thing because it deters a lot of
people who don’t know what they
are doing, but there is a huge bit of
grey in the middle,” said Bob. (Pardon the pun).
Jonathan MacGibbon, from Selby, runs a small internet-based
business called Selby Shrooms
(selbyshrooms.com.au) which specialises in the selling of edible wild
mushrooms.
Jonathan agreed to an interview
about wild mushrooms in Victoria.
“There are probably about 12 or
15 known species of edible wild
mushrooms. A lot of them are introduced species or have come over
with settlers. These species have a
history or European consumption
so we know they are edible,” said
Jonathan.
Around Warrandyte there seem
to be a few species of edible mush-

rooms that are very common.
“Usually under Pine trees there is
the Slippery Jack, which is pretty
common… there are also the Saffron Milk Cap which are pretty easy
to find as they are found under
Pine trees and are sort of an orange
colour,” said Jonathan.
All of the mushroom pickers we
interviewed expressed the same
view and it seems if one was interested in picking and eating wild
mushrooms then these two species
would be a good place to start
as they are common in this part
of Victoria and relatively easy to

[rich beef stew], Slavinken [bacon
wrapped spiced pork], and lashings
of creamy mashed potato and pickled red cabbage. All the mains were
delicious and filling.
The food was complemented by
a wine list of quality Australian and
Chilean wines including Pepperjack,
an Aussie Shiraz Cabernet, and Montes, a pleasing Sauvignon Blanc all
the way from Chile.

Fortunately there was a break until
the hard working waiters Andrew
and Lee brought out the delicious
desserts. We feasted on Apple and
cinnamon cheesecake, Kersenvlaai
[cherry pie] and very tasty stroopwafels.
The diners came from near and
far to sample the traditional Dutch
food. Sebastian from Holland gave
the food a big ‘ja!’ and said the food
was authentic.
Suzaan from South Africa agreed
the food was excellent and very
enjoyable.
An Aussie diner declared the food
was “as Dutch as a windmill, mate!”
and gave the three-course meal a big
thumbs up.
What’s next at Cocoa Moon? Andres has decided to keep the international food nights going and in July
will host a Cuban night, followed by
an Indonesian night in August.
Cocoa Moon bookings 9844 5081.

identify. Identification is the key to
mushroom picking.
“The problem is that you may
have one species of mushroom and
depending on what they grow in
and how much rain there has been
can make them look very different,” explained Bob.
There are many ways to identify
a mushroom, too many to go into
in this article but features to look
at include: colour, bruising, gills,
spore print, where it is growing and
what it is growing.
Most of the mushroom pickers
I spoke to received some of their
knowledge from a close friend or
relative before doing additional
research with books or the internet. All of them also explained how
you can only really know if your
research is correct by picking and
eating them.
“It’s like kicking a footy; you can
read how to do it but you can’t
actually do it until you go out there
and kick the ball,” said Bob.
The mushroom pickers I interviewed seemed to get a lot of joy
from the act of picking mushrooms.
“I do enjoy it, it is good fun,” said
Bob. “I take the dog, we’ve seen
echidnas, wombats, koalas, kangaroos … I reckon I’ve walked over
every square metre of state park.”
Teresa Kutin is originally from
Croatia. Mrs Kutin and her departed husband used to own a paddock
where they cultivated wild mushrooms for consumption. While
talking to Mrs Kutin she reminisced
a story from mushroom picking
back in Croatia.

“My aunty’s brother, he was so
lazy when picking mushrooms.
“He used to pick the mushrooms,
stick them in the moss and when
he saw his mother coming, he
would pick them and say, ‘See, I’m
doing my job, I pick them’, we never forgot that,” Mrs Kutin said with
a chuckle.
The practice of picking wild
mushrooms can be dangerous but
it is also a happy and fun experience and if you have the right
knowledge and are careful it is also
a great way to forage from the land.
With regards to the law and foraging.
Our research suggests that on
public land foraging is allowed but
in state parks foraging is controlled
and may require a permit.
If you find yourself on private
land then seek permission from the
land-owner before you start.
There are many books and websites with information on identification of edible species of mushroom
but as it is an increasingly popular
pastime you probably already
know someone who forages.
If not, then companies like Selby
Shrooms or websites like the Royal
Botanic Gardens Victoria (rbg.vic.
gov.au) have some good information on the types of mushroom
species around.
As always, if you suspect you or
your child has eaten a poisonous
mushroom then immediately
call the poison information line
on 131 126 for advice or 000 for
medical assistance.

Over the Moon about going Dutch
review
By BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY

IT was Dutch Dinner Banquet night at
Coco Moon Café late last month and
although Warrandyte was in the middle of a cold snap, the atmosphere
inside the café was warm and convivial as the traditional Dutch fare
was served to a full house of diners.
We started with a plate of four
entrees. Kaasbroodjes, crisp and
delicious cheese pastries, Gerookte
Paling [smoked eel], a Kroket of beef
and well-seasoned mussels cooked
in a wine broth. The entrée tasting
dish was more than ample and we
were wondering if we could fit the
mains in afterwards.
The main course was beautifully
presented with Rookworst [spicy
Dutch smoked sausage], Hachee
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Irish eyes smilin'
My husband and I are
considering including
Ir eland in our Eur opean travel plans for 2017.
What are your thoughts?
(Janette, North Warrandyte)
Ireland may be a small country but has an abundance
of splendid scenery, rich
heritage, magnificent castles and fascinating folklore. The
island is politically divided into two
countries: the sovereign Republic of
Ireland and Northern Ireland, all of
which is part of the United Kingdom.
Having just completed a coach tour,
I can thoroughly recommend it as the
ideal introduction to the Emerald
Isle. I received a real insight into this
simply wonderful country and at the
same time was completely spoilt by
warm Irish hospitality.
Day 1 we were introduced to our
driver guide, not surprisingly one
Patrick O’Donohue, a very proud
Irishman who recounts the dramatic
history of his country with passion.
He also provides a candid and sometimes sobering insight into current
Irish society and its issues. Patrick
is a professional to the nth degree
but his wonderful Irish humour never
deserts him.
Along with my fellow travellers who
have gathered from all parts of the
globe we set off to circumnavigate
the Emerald Isle. We visit dramatic
sights of natural beauty including the
the Cliffs of Moher and the Giant’s
Causeway. We visit cultural icons
such as Dublin’s Trinity College and
the final resting place of the great
Irish poet W.B. Yeats. Ireland offers
real variety, from the sophistication
of the university city of Galway, for
example, to the wild and remote Aran
Islands where only the most resolute
of shepherds tend the toughest of
sheep!
At the end of each day we are all
very grateful to enjoy true Irish
hospitality in the comfort of characterful hotels and inns. One thing
that strikes me as we undertake our
journey is that the Irish are some of
the friendliest, warmest, and most
outgoing people you will ever meet.
Having kissed the Blarney Stone, I
can also personally guarantee that,
like so many of the Irish, you will
return home smiling, and with a new
found ability to rhyme the tick of time
and the remarkable ability to talk
under water!
Our travel expert Carolyn is the
manager of Warrandyte Travel
and Cruise. Email her at carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au

Diary goes global...
Diary scribe Debi Slinger has been enjoying her travels and made
sure the Diary was appreciated on the world stage.
First we have the locals catching up on our news at the front of
the Patriarchal Cathedral Basilica of Saint Mark (inset right) and
commonly known as Saint Mark’s Basilica, the cathedral church of
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Venice in Northern Italy. It is the
most famous of the city’s churches. Debi’s Diary Goes Global frenzy
continued on to Iceland (top), Notre Dame in Paris (above) and also
Versailles (above right).

Meanwhile, Warrandyte youngsters Lou and Ayden were on holiday in Noosa and tried valiantly to keep a copy of the Diary together
while swimming down to a glass viewing bay. We reckon they just
passed the test!
Over in Africa, John and Bev Hansen made sure the Kenyan Masaai were up to speed on all happenings in the ‘Dyte.
Send your entries to info@warrandytediary.com.au with Diary
Goes Global in the subject line and be in the running to win a weekend away at Crystal Brook Holiday Park.

WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN
& AEGEAN MEDLEY
14 nights
Royal Princess®

FRANCE

Marseille Genoa Florence/Pisa
(Livorno)
Toulon
Rome
(Civitavecchia)
Barcelona
Mykonos
ITALY

SPAIN
Mediterranean
Sea

Between Barcelona and Athens

Cartagena
Gibraltar

Messina
SICILY

GREECE

Athens
(Piraeus)

Valletta
MALTA

Chania

Kusadasi
TURKEY
Aegean
Sea
CRETE

Departure date: 27 May 2017

Sale
fares

Interior
from*

Balcony
from*

Mini Suite
from*

$3,399

$4,359

$5,079

*Fares are per person twin share.

ONBOARD SPENDING
MONEY PER $
STATEROOM UP TO ^

200

*
Fares are per person, in AUD, in complete twin accommodation, based on lead stateroom categories available at time of printing, inclusive of all discounts, taxes, fees, and port expenses (which are subject to change). Campaign commences 1 July 2016 and ends 31 August 2016. Advertised fares available until allocation is exhausted
and may fluctuate during the campaign period. Whilst information is correct at the time of printing, offers are subject to change or withdrawal. ^Onboard credit is available on marked itineraries within this ad only and applied to the first 2 passengers in a stateroom.Credit is not transferable, non-refundable, not redeemable for cash
and cannot be used at the medical centre or casino. Valid for new bookings and not combinable with any other offer or fare types. Offers subject to availability. Some oceanview staterooms have obstructed views. To be read in conjunction with the Booking and Passage Conditions available at princess.com/legal/passage_contract/
index.jsp which passengers will be bound by.
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Capital to the coast
Diary cartoonist and
Warrandyte legend
Joff Manders is this
month’s guest travel
writer.
MY wife Cherry and I recently
planned a two week road trip.
We wanted to see beautiful
countryside, rain forests and
pristine beaches. Additionally,
Cherry, ever the artist, wanted to
visit some regional galleries, while
my interests were more focussed
on fishing and exploring places less
visited.
Surprisingly all this we found practically on our doorstep.
We plotted a route that would take
us firstly to Canberra, then east to
follow the South Coast of NSW down
to Lakes Entrance.
The saying goes “Canberra is wonderful place to visit, but you wouldn’t
want to live there”. We arrived there
on a Thursday afternoon but had
also scheduled a visit to artist Arthur
Boyd’s home on the Shoal Haven the
following Sunday.
Accordingly we limited our time in
the capital to squeezing in visits to
the National Galley, the Australian
Portrait Gallery and the war museum, but in hindsight would recommend a longer stay as there is so
much more on offer to see.
And take your time getting to the
capital, too. There are also some
great galleries and historic sites to
explore in the many little townships
bypassed by the Hume such as Euroa, Benalla and Gundagai.
Continuing on the Hume we turned
off at MossVale on a high cool plateau before descending southward
through the dense temperate rainforest and dramatic escarpments of
Morton National Park toward Nowra.
From Nowra a 13km unsealed road
takes you to Bundanon, the 850-acre
property which in 1979 became the
home and studio of Arthur Boyd.
The iconic Shoal Haven River
runs through the Boyd property
and features in many of his paintings
that hang in the National Gallery in
Canberra. Arthur so loved the heat,
colour and clarity of the Shoalhaven
landscape that he considered it too
precious to be owned by just one
man and gifted it to the people of
Australia in 1993. Today the property
continues to operate as a working
farm, is home to many artists in
residence and is open to the public
on Sundays. Insightful tours are
given through the homestead (still
occupied by the Boyd family) and
his studio. You can stroll down to the
river, perhaps for a swim, or there are
also a number of nature walks to be
enjoyed around Bundanon.
Back on the coast a short way
south of Nowra, we began our
discovery of the Sapphire Coast
starting at Huskisson on Jervis Bay.

It doesn’t take long to figure out how
this stretch of shoreline got its name.
Along much of it, and beyond Eden
and Green Cape, sections of rich red
rock separates the clear blue Pacific
from verdant forests.
An ongoing chain of national parks
has helped to preserve this stretch
of coast, where clichés, such as
‘untouched’, ‘pristine’ and ‘unique’
equally apply. In many places great
stands of spotted gum provide
shade to an understory of rich green
cycads, ferns and the occasional
cabbage tree palm.
The numerous estuaries along the
way lead into dense fern gullies and
vine entangled patches of bushland.
The many varied rocky outcrops are
broken by dozens of hidden sheltered beaches of fine white sand,
which are good for swimming for
many months of the year – even as
late as May when we were there!
If you can manage to travel here

out of holiday time, you can expect
to have much of this all to yourself.
Huskisson’s history talks of ship
building and whaling. It boasts a
small picturesque port, an extensive
maritime museum and mangrove
boardwalk, and an expansive sandy
beach with views across Jervis Bay
to the dramatic profile of Cape Perpendicular. Accommodation in the
town ranges from luxury self-contained apartments through to camping and a caravan park. Nearby in
Boodereen National Park there is
further opportunity for camping
around a number of picturesque
isolated beaches.
Onward down the coast our next
stop, which we came across just by
chance, was in the Murramurrang
National Park near the ‘one store
town’ of Durras. Here the NRMA
have established a well-appointed
Eco Resort on the shore of the Tasman Sea.
The manicured palm dotted gar-

dens surrounding the beachfront
cabins here could lead one to believe they had arrived in tropical
Queensland. The family friendly
resort abounds with wildlife. You
can expect to share the pathways
and lawns with kangaroos and other
fauna.
The resort management here have
struck a fine balance between preserving all the natural attributes on
offer while also providing restaurant
and conference facilities for larger
groups as well as families. The resort
also caters for caravans and camping. More active visitors can fish
from the beach or rocks, kayak, drive
or walk to the many destinations
within the Murramarang National
Park, swim in the bay, or enjoy the
outdoor resort pool.
A couple of hundred kilometres further south we stopped at Boydtown
on the southern end of Twofold Bay
just below the fishing port of Eden.
Ben Boyd a Scottish born millionaire
and entrepreneur (no relation to Arthur Boyd) came to Australia in the
1840s with a vision of establishing
Australia’s capital city in his own
name. He spent a fortune building a
large mansion, schoolhouse and other structures including a lighthouse,
but soon after went broke.
After lying in ruins for nearly 100
years, The Seahorse Inn as it is now
known has been beautifully restored.
Sitting on the shore of the bay it
provides luxury accommodation
reflecting older times and offers the
choice of two restaurants.
What was to become the highlight
of our trip was Green Cape where
we had booked three nights accommodation in the remote lighthouse
cottages. As has been done with
The Seahorse Inn, these 140-year-old

cottages have been fully restored
and cater for every comfort. Linen,
bedding and crockery are all provided, however you will need to bring
your own food. A park ranger lives
on-site and is more than happy to
take you on a tour of the lighthouse
and share the fascinating history of
this wild part of NSW.
Despite the presence of the lighthouse, there have been many shipwrecks around the cape over the
years, the worst being that of the
Ly-ee-Moon in 1886 with the loss of
71 lives. Perusing the guest book,
there are numerous mentions of
ghosts, and according to the ranger
the washed up bodies from the Lyee-Moon were stored in the cottages
until arrangements were made to
have them buried. The ranger says
the most common siting is that of a
woman in a claret dress who wanders through the cottages from time
to time, perhaps looking for a child.
Aside from the light station there
are a number of picture postcard
beaches around the cape such as
Saltwater Creek, Bittangabee Bay
and Disaster Bay, but be warned
some of the roads can be challenging
if you don’t own a 4WD.
We finished our journey with an
overnight pampering in Lakes Entrance at The Esplanade Resort and
Spa. Our fully contained apartment
looked out over the picturesque fishing fleet moored in the Cunningham
Arm. Our holiday was as enjoyable
as any we have had, here or overseas
with the added benefit that it was so
easy….no racing to catch flights, no
hidden expenses and no long stints
in the car, plus the flexibility to stay
as long or as short in the places we
found along the way. Yes, we’ll go
back again next year!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

The only place to stay in
a cabin, in a caravan or
for a camping experience
■ Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover
‘al fresco’ area
■ Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
■ We host local birthday parties!
■ Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
■ Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!
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Warrandyte a hotspot for powerful owl

By TOBY WARD

AN elusive member of Warrandyte’s
wildlife is the focus of a Deakin University study analysing the living
patterns of Australia’s largest owl.
The study led by Nick Bradsworth
is designed to find out how the
powerful owl (Ninox strenua) travels
throughout urban spaces.
Working under the guidance of
associate professors Raylene Cooke
and John White, Nick says the project is a result of his love for birds and
interest in technology.
Standing at 65cm tall, the powerful
owl is often thought of as being a
forest-dependent raptor but has
been seen in metropolitan reserves
around Melbourne. It is listed as a
threatened species in Victoria and
Nick believes a greater understanding of the powerful owl is needed.
“The powerful owl is one of few
apex predators left in Melbourne.
Apex predators contribute to greater
biodiversity through the ‘top-down’
pressure placed on other faunal
species,” Nick told the Diary.
“Our fieldwork is almost complete
and we can report we have been
able to include five powerful owls in
our study across Melbourne. This
data has been incredibly important
in showing how these birds utilise
urban space and how much space
they actually use.”
The study is using modern GPS
technology to track the owl and Nick
says Warrandyte’s untouched nature
is an ideal home for the bird.
“Warrandyte’s powerful owls provide a perfect comparison against
birds in urban areas closer to Melbourne because Warrandyte owls
have more bush land available
compared with their metropolitan

cousins,” says Nick.
“Warrandyte and the surrounding
Warrandyte State Park are home
to many species of unique wildlife,
including powerful owls. The Yarra
River corridor includes large tracts
of bushland for the owls to roost,
forage and nest. They require large
natural hollows to breed, which can
take up to 400-plus years to form.
Hollows are not only critical for the
powerful owl, but also many other
birds and mammals.”
Despite it’s size, the powerful owl is
notoriously hard to find and is often
confused with the smaller tawny
frogmouth which is not actually
an owl. Nick says there are several
features to identify a powerful owl.
“The powerful owl is dark brown
with white barring above and offwhite with dark v-shaped patterns
below. Their large talons and a sharp
hooked beak are distinctive, along
with their call ‘woo-hoo’, with one
note higher than the other.”
Nick’s project works closely with
BirdLife Australia and is striving to
gain more information about the
powerful owl. Sightings can be sent
via email to the BirdLife Australia
Melbourne Powerful Owl Project.
“If you see or hear a powerful owl,
send it into the address below with
the day, time and specific location it
was sighted. If you are able to take
a photo, video or audio recording of
the bird/s and include it with your
email that will greatly help us too,”
says Nick.

Mystery of the
Mendelssohns

For more information visit: http://
birdlife.org.au/melbourne-powerful-owl
Send your sightings to: power
fulowl-melb@birdlife.org.au

Farewell Mr Piano Man

RAYMOND Frederick Haynes, a
well known and loved local musician, passed away on June 22
aged 76.
Ray was born in Preston. He
attended Preston State School
and at age 6 commenced piano
lessons. His mother made him
practice an hour each day and by
14 Ray was playing the piano professionally.
Ray’s other big passion in life
was carpentry.
At 14 Ray left Preston Tech to
become an apprentice carpenter/
builder for his father. By 18 Ray
had some money saved and asked
his father whether he should
buy a piano or a car. His father
advised him to buy the piano,
because “once you have a car
you’ll never afford a piano”. He
followed this advice and bought a
piano. Subsequently, his girlfriend
of the time dumped him for a
bloke with a car.
At age 21 Ray married Rose and
they had two daughters, Debora
and Michelle. Following his first
marriage, Ray moved to Warrandyte in the early 1970s where he
bought a small cottage in Castle
Rd.
In 1979 he married Roslyn at
the Warrandyte Uniting Church.
Together they turned the little
cottage into their very own castle, complete with rooftop deck
overlooking the Yarra. During this
time they welcomed a daughter,
Vanessa, to the family, and Ray
completed a diploma of education
to become a teacher.
Ray had many hobbies. He
built fishponds, cooked stews
and painted everything within
reach. He collected every music
software program he could find

and since many of them were not
compatible with later versions of
Windows he had an assortment of
computers running almost every
version since Windows 3.1. He
taught percussion at Warrandyte
High School, where he was a
much loved teacher and leader of
the ‘Percussion Ensemble’. Over

his life, Ray loved to teach and
play his music.
He graced halls, homes, restaurants and nursing homes around
Melbourne and helped young musicians as an accompanist during
their exams.
In the past months, Roslyn
and Ray sold their family home,

bringing to a close 36 happy years
together in Warrandyte, and had
planned to move into a retirement
village together. Ray is survived
by his wife Roslyn, brother Ivan,
daughters Debora, Michelle and
Vanessa, and grandsons Thomas
and Mitchell.
We wish them well.

Everyone in Warrandyte reads the Diary
For local advertising that works call Briony on 9844 0555

DOES anyone know who this old
photo belongs to? Aside from the
image of two fine looking people
on their wedding day, two names
appear on the back of the photograph – Mendelssohn and Kibble.
(And before you ask, no, not our
one only Kibbled correspondent,
Roger Kibell).
As they say, every photo equals
a thousand words, and the mystery of this old photograph continues as Dave from Warrandyte
Newsagency and Lotto has it on
display behind his counter.
“It’s created a lot of interest but
we’ve had no takers so far,” Dave
said.
The Hawkesfords from Tindals
Road in Warrandyte are the only
ones who can shed any sort of
light on the mystery photo.
“Our house in Tindals Road was
one of the only ones in the road
about 30 years ago and the kids
used to explore the bush behind
the house,” Maree Hawkesford
told the Diary.
“Our son Daniel was looking for
possums and rabbits, he was in
about Grade 2, and he stumbled
upon some rubbish and found an
old photograph and brought it
home. He obviously thought it was
too good to be in the rubbish and
we agreed.
“It was put in a good place and
forgotten about but recently I
brought it out again and thought
I would approach the Diary to
see if anyone knew who it might
belong to.”
If you think you may know who
this photograph belongs to please
contact the Diary on 9844 0555
or email info@warrandytediary.
com.au

Ryans say
goodbye to
old friend

Terry and Lisa Ryan are sad to
inform us their beautiful horse
Sheik has passed away at the age
of 37.
Sheik was pictured with the couple on their wedding day in the
Diary back in 1997.
“Lisa had him for 31 years, but
he had lived in Warrandyte for at
least 34 years, so was very much
a local,” Terry told the Diary.
“He went to Donvale, Kangaroo
Ground and Wyena pony clubs.”
Sheik passed away on June 22.
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Alpacking for the Royal
THE great comedian W.C. Fields is
credited with the line, “Never work
with children or animals.”
Fortunately Donvale Christian College did NOT take his advice. Show
preparation of the College’s pure
bred chickens and alpacas was in full
swing with students busily training
their animals in recent times for the
Royal Melbourne Alpaca & Poultry
show that was held over the weekend at the showgrounds..
The ‘DonChristCol’ Farm is one of a
handful of rural education programs
in the Melbourne metropolitan area
offering a very popular elective in
Animal Husbandry. Students from
years 3-9 enjoy a unique opportunity
to develop skills in animal handling
and study the history of animal
domestication, genetics and farm
management.
Starting with smaller animals like
rabbits and guinea-pigs in the primary animal nursery through to the
larger animals like alpacas, students
develop a close bond with their selected alpaca (a species of Camelid)
and together they navigate their
way around a series of ‘obstacles’
or ‘stations’ to test the skills of the
student handlers.
“The animals get to know you so
well they recognise your voice. We
enter shows and win ribbons and

ACPS pirates unite for a cause
By TAMARA BROWN

THE Junior School Council at
Anderson’s Creek Primary School
ran their second event of the term
last month. Pirate Day Friday was
created by Nathan Colgan, whose
son Conor was diagnosed with a
brain tumour at the age of 5.
Sadly one of the effects of
Conor’s treatment was the loss of
sight in one of his eyes. Conor’s
family developed the Pirate Day
Friday concept after decorating
Conor’s white eye patch to cheer
him up.
The students at Anderson’s
Creek Primary had a fun day participating in a range of activities
including dressing up, decorating
their own eye patch, craft activities, talking like a pirate and participating in a special assembly.
The assembly had a costume
parade where students could
show off their inner pirate and included a ‘Pirate Joke Award’ being
presented to a student from each
year level who had entered the
joke competition.
Anderson’s Creek Primary
School was proud to be part of
this special event, not only having
fun dressing up but to raise important funds. The Junior School

Council is proud to announce
$434.65 was raised. This money
will continue to fund vital medical
research, with the hope of one
day finding a cure and improving
treatments for kids with cancer.
Unfortunately childhood cancer
isn’t preventable like a lot of adult
cancers. Young children can’t reduce their risk by eating healthier
or exercising more. It can happen
to anyone at any time. The only
way to stop this awful disease

is by finding a cure and the only
way to do that is with research.
Schools and child care centres
across Australia who participated
in Pirate Day Friday have raised in
excess of $140,000 for childhood
brain cancer research.
Pirate Day is a fun way to raise
money and awareness for an important cause.
The Kids’ Cancer Project is very
proud to be a charity partner of
Pirate Day Friday 2016.

have a heap of fun learning about
animals,” says Josh, who despite
graduating continues to volunteer
and mentor younger students on the
farm once a week.
A strong sense of community has
developed around the farm with
families getting on board, hitching
up the trailer and heading around
rural Victoria to a number of shows
on offer.
“The camaraderie and support
of families enriches the program
considerably with everyone feeling
a sense of belonging to the Farm,”
said farm manager and teacher
Peter Jones.
The college also has pairs of top
quality black Australorp and white
Wyandotte bantam chickens which
are cleaned and preened for the
show pen.
“If they get dirty you sometimes
have to wash and blow-dry them
but mostly it’s about cleaning and

oiling their legs to look shiny,” explains Leah.
Students attend both the mid-year
Royal and the major Royal Melbourne show in September.
The DonChristCol farm is part of
a broad program of sustainability
within the college with fully fledged
systems in gardening, composting,
worm farms as well as animal management.
Readers are encouraged to check
the Royal show website: www.rasv.
com.au/Events/RMS_Alpacas_Home
or contact Peter Jones on 9844
2471 (extn 218) for inquiries on the
program.
(In the absence of an article
from Warrandyte High School
this month the editor welcomed
this contribution from Donvale
Christian College. WHS will be
back with another great story in
the August Diary)

Lachlan helps homeless
By JO FRENCH

WARRANDYTE Primary School’s
Lachlan Myers (right) has achieved
an ambitious fundraising goal to help
the homeless people of the City of
Melbourne.
Earlier this year, Lachlan, 10, travelled to the city with his family and
was troubled to see homeless people
in the streets.
Realising he couldn’t build a home
for them to live in, Lachlan started
planning a fundraiser.
Lachlan asks: “Why doesn’t the
world help more, so they can get a
home?”
Over the following months, Lachlan
and his friends raised over $250.
Warrandyte Primary School has
adopted an inquiry based learning
program to enable children to bring
their own ideas to the classroom for
investigation and research. With the
assistance of integration aide, Lea
Price, Lachlan and fellow student
Ben Holland tackled the issue of
homelessness.
Lea has enjoyed working on the
project with the children and told
the Diary she was “very proud of
them all”.
To kick off the project, a donation
box was designed and built by the
boys.
At the school fun night, Lachlan
asked for donations and raised $38.
That encouraged him to continue
and at the Warrandyte Festival he,
along with his brother Hamish, set
up a stall selling seeds in packets
with hand-drawn labels and raised
a further $34.
Secretary of the Warrandyte Lions
Club, Geoff Taylor, is helping Lachlan
in ensuring the money will make a

positive impact for those in need.
Geoff will introduce Lachlan to the
Avalon Centre, an organisation run
entirely by volunteers that regularly
distributes clothing, bedding and
other services to the homeless.
“It’s marvellous to see a boy of his
age thinking of others whose needs
are much greater than ours and
wanting to help them,” Geoff says.
Upon hearing how much Lachlan
had raised, Geoff said the Warrandyte Lions Club hope to match the
amount.
Fellow Year 3 and 4 students Olive
Dunkley, Flynn Canty and Bailey Elam
were inspired by Lachlan’s enthusiasm for the task and have worked
side by side with him and Ben in a
support program that assists students with learning difficulties.
“I didn’t think he was going to raise
that much money,” Olive said.
Flynn and Bailey agree Lachlan has
done a great job and said it was fun
working on it together.
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Pilates equals adventure for Joelle

By TOBY WARD

JOELLE Careedy’s Pilates Health and
Fitness classes are keeping many in
Warrandyte fit and active, but there’s
a worldly mission each year for her
family that makes it even more special … more about that later.
Joelle’s home-operated business
is steadily growing and attracting
new clients every day. Offering 10
weekly classes, Joelle’s business
accommodates six to 14 clients to a
session and guarantees a challenging
workout and a positive, motivating
atmosphere.
“I love what I do and my customers
do, too. It creates a friendly environment but we’re all here to work hard
and get results,” says Joelle.
“I’m a qualified personal trainer
and I have a certificate in nutrition
but my love is Pilates. That’s what
I’m passionate about so that’s what

my business is based on. There are a
few personal trainers in Warrandyte
but I feel I offer something different.”
Joelle’s sessions utilise a range
of innovative equipment such as
suspension training (TRX) to deliver
fitness results to both her male and
female customers, as well as providing a unique workout experience.
“My goals are to stay fit and strong
and help the men and women of Warrandyte get greater core strength,
muscle tone and all round awesomeness. Fitness has given me many
things, but the greatest gift is the
people I’ve met through it.
“Most people think Pilates is a female thing but it’s really not. Active
and competitive blokes would have
a really tough challenge; it’s far from
easy. It definitely helps young footballers because their cores become
so much stronger. For women who

have had kids, aside from the core
being improved, your pelvic floor
can benefit immensely.”
Joelle’s business also stands out
because of the added incentive her
hard work offers to her family. Each
year the Careedy family of five embark on a month-long trip, directly as
a result of Joelle’s business earnings
and her desire to give her family new
and exciting experiences they can
enjoy together.

“We’ve been to several countries in
recent years. We want the kids to get
out there and see different things.
We love to get stuck in and immerse
ourselves rather than just blazing
through. It’s not for everyone, but
we love it.
“For our most recent trip, we
motor-homed around New Zealand
and it was incredible. We all get
along so well and there are never
any fights because we’ve become

so used to spending long periods of
time together.
“We’d rather share these moments
as a family than collect possessions.
Travelling gives the whole family
something to work towards and the
trips have been great fun.”
To get involved with Pilates
Health and Fitness, call Joelle on
0411 714 972 or visit the website
pilateshealthfitness.com.au

Day scores life
membership
By RYAN HOIBERG

CAMERON Day has been named
Warrandyte Cricket Club’s newest
life member, becoming just the 30th
person to be inducted in the organisation’s 160-year history.
At the club’s most recent Annual
General Meeting, Day was proposed and subsequently accepted
with great excitement.
He joins an exceptionally small
group of members who have
passed a tight set of criteria, with
an impeccable resume that could
not be ignored.
Day has played at the club since
1979, beginning as a junior member of the team and has set many
records for the club.

A premiership captain through
generations, Day has amassed a
record amount of runs and has
worked in multiple leadership
roles. In 2015/16, Day took over as
the head of match day selection
for the club and had the pleasure
of introducing his daughter Sophie
to the team as well.
At the AGM, it was also announced Greg Warren returns for
another year as club president,
while Jake Sherriff remains coach
of the juniors and seniors.
Slight changes were made to
the club’s executive, with Ryan
Hoiberg becoming vice president,
Mitch Gaffney named as secretary
and Mick Canty as treasurer.

MICKY'S IS GROWING! 5/1637 MAIN ROAD RESEARCH
(just 400m from the existing gym)

State of the art group fitness facility with over 40 classes weekly
Brand new boxing ring + 25m sled track + heaps of cool equipment!
+ Existing gym upgrade with new equipment + No joining fees!

Mention this ad & receive a special
membership price of $19.95 per week
+ Highly educated & passionate personal trainers
+ Our members call it their “happy place”
+ Health food & wellness store (Health Bar Melbourne)

5/1637 MAIN RD AND 2/7 CANDELBARK CRT, RESEARCH
CALL 9437 0132 VISIT WWW.MICKYSFITNESS.COM
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Saint visits Junior Bloods

By JOSHUA HUNTLY

ST KILDA Football Club veteran
midfielder Leigh Montagna visited
Warrandyte Junior Football Club’s
training session on June 29, working
with all age groups on another exciting night for sport in Warrandyte.
In 2015, locals provided a terrific
turnout for visiting Hawthorn legend
Sam Mitchell, and it was no different
this time round for “Joey” as footy
fans both young and old braved the
chilly conditions to catch a glimpse
of the AFL star.
As part of the Toyota Good For
Footy program, Montagna, a stalwart
of the Saints for over 10 years, spent
the night imparting his extensive
wisdom on the Warrandyte footballers.
For the younger age groups, the
focus was on improving handballing
and kicking capabilities and encouraging players to enjoy themselves
and the game they may grow to love.
When working with the older
groups, Montagna became very

engaged with the finer mechanics
of the game. He was curious about
what the boys’ strengths and weaknesses were and gave tips focusing on congested footy, spreading
out and using voice effectively.
At the end of training, Joey spent
time answering questions about
his favourite players (Nat Fyfe),
who he barracked for growing up
(Collingwood), and even how many
boots he goes through in a season.
It was an exciting opportunity for
the young boys and girls to gain an
insight into the life of an AFL player

and learn what it takes to make it at
an elite level. The experience was as
rewarding for Montagna as it was for
the audience, who notes the importance of giving back to grassroots
communities and teaching young
players skills that they can use.
“It’s our responsibility as footballers to help out. I remember Tarkyn
Lockyer (former Collingwood Magpie) came down to a training session
when I was younger and that was
really great, so it’s important that we
do the same,” Montagna said.
“Joey” preached the emphasis of
fun over other factors, and maintaining the focus on entertainment.
“At this age it’s just about kids
enjoying their footy and that’s what
I encourage them to do.”
Speaking on his own football situation, Montagna refused to speculate
on a potential finals run, believing it’s
currently just out of reach. “Look I
wouldn’t think so. When we play our
best we know we can win, but maybe
not this year.”

Rock climber Oceana is off to China
By JOSHUA HUNTLY

OCEANA Mackenzie has qualified for
the Australian Youth Rock Climbing
Team, which is set to compete at the
World Youth Rock Climbing Championships in China this October.
The young Warrandyte climbing
prodigy, 13, topped all her climbs in
both the Lead and Bouldering disciplines at youth tryouts to qualify for
a place on the team.
Coming off strong performances
at the Queensland and New South
Wales State Championships, the
climber will be a force to be reckoned with come October.
Oceana, who has been competing
for five years, is aiming for a strong
showing and is not afraid to outline
her ultimate goal.
“No.1 obviously. My main goal is
to enjoy my climbing and feel I’ve
performed at my best, but making
top five is definitely on my mind,”
Oceana said.
With a skill set like Oceana’s, it’s
very likely that will be the case.
Although she is competing against
some of the best youth climbers in
the world, her abilities are highly
regarded by her peers and coaches.
For Oceana, to be representing
her country at such a young age is
an exceptional effort, but for the
young climber the chance to extend
her knowledge of climbing is the
true reward.
“I look forward to competing with
some of the most talented climbers

in the world and getting to broaden
my experiences in climbing and
representing Australia of course!”
Oceana is set to compete in the
Lead and Bouldering disciplines.
For the unfamiliar, Lead is the more
conventional style of rock climbing
that one would see at a local rock
climbing facility, whereas Bouldering is basically free form climbing
without restraints.
Her preparation seems unfathomably difficult but Oceana is pleased

her persistent and gruelling training
regime has paid dividends.
“I need to make sure I’m keeping
up my training in both disciplines.
Which means a lot of strength and
conditioning as well as a fair amount
of mental preparation.”
It’s an exciting time for the local
athlete and with Olympic Sports
Climbing on the agenda for the 2020
Tokyo Olympics, Warrandyte may
well have a gold medal chance in the
years to come.
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Bloods steady the ship

By MICHAEL DI PETTA

A TURBULENT month for the Warrandyte Football Club ended with
jubilation after the seniors recorded a crucial win that may be the
difference between relegation and
survival.
The Bloods’ 14-point victory over
South Belgrave lifted Warrandyte
into 10th position on the Division 3
EFL ladder on percentage and out of
the relegation zone.
Warrandyte was dogged from start
to finish at South Belgrave Recreation Reserve with young players
setting the tone early and leading
from the front. Missed opportunities made for a nervy final term, but
South Belgrave also spurned chances and the Bloods ran out relieved
winners 8.15.63 to 6.12.48.
Unfortunately, the Under 19s and
the Reserves were beaten, the former unlucky to lose a thriller by less
than a goal in a game that will be
remembered by a sickening injury to
Warrandyte youngster Michael Bilos,
who left in an ambulance after being
knocked out.
Bilos was out cold for over a minute
while the stretcher made its way
onto the ground, but became more
coherent as the ambulance arrived.
With the next fixture scheduled
against cellar-dwellers Silvan, Warrandyte has the opportunity to move
four points clear of South Belgrave if
results go its way.
A muddy pitch and frosty conditions provided an uncomfortable
atmosphere for the Under 19s who,
ironically, started red hot. Welcoming back senior players Ben Richardson, Nikoda Brooking and Matthew
Green into the fold, Warrandyte hit
the ground running hard.
It was Richardson who struck the
first blow, slotting one from an unlikely angle to rev up the Bloods outfit. Brooking threw himself around
in the middle and Jack Poole made
his presence felt across the half forward line, creating opportunities for
teammates and providing forward
pressure.
Sloppy South Belgrave play out
of defense allowed Warrandyte to
capitalise and Nick Kenealy booted
a running goal to make the home
side pay and help Warrandyte to a
six-point lead at the quarter.
Throughout the second term momentum shifted slightly – South Belgrave made opportunistic moments
tell, kicking goals from tight scenarios. Poole continued his fine game,
working as a linkup player in the
middle of the ground, while Brooking’s accurate snapshot ensured
Warrandyte hung close, trailing by

Lookout: Sean Bowers
gets ready to lay a tackle
on Saturday.
Photo MICHAEL DI PETTA

just one at the long break.
The third term became a scrappier
affair, with packs forming all over the
ground. Zeph Hilton began to force
himself on the game and the Bloods
pressure was unrelenting. The forward pressure was particularly
notable and a long stretch midway
through the term culminated in
Brooking’s third.
Leading by five points at the final
change, Warrandyte remained in
control of the contest until Bilos
suffered his injury after a tackle. Following the incident, South Belgrave
rattled off three straight majors as
the Bloods were clearly a little dazed.
Bailey Campbell’s superb snap put
Warrandyte back in front momentarily, but the home side was able
to close it out and take the honours
9.6.60 to Warrandyte’s 8.7.55.
On the other hand, the Reserves
never really got out of the blocks and
were unable to trouble a controlling
and confident South Belgrave side.

Notably, Kyle Speers returned for
Warrandyte after a lengthy layover
on the sidelines and gave fans something to cheer about with the Bloods’
first goal of the game.
Warrandyte’s grit and determination was admirable in the first
term and Speers looked lively in the
forward line, acting as a solid target
for midfielders.
However, entry wasn’t always accurate and Warrandyte trailed by four
goals at the first break.
The trend continued in the second
term – South Belgrave ran the ball
with pace and precision through the
centre of the ground and Warrandyte
had no answer. A Gareth Hitchman
bomb on the halftime siren may have
given the Bloods hope on another
day, but the second half proved more
difficult than the first.
South Belgrave continued to dismantle Warrandyte, using the ball
well inside 50 and kicking accurately
to ensure the lead blew out to 79

points by the time the final whistle
blew.
The seniors took the field knowing
a win was essential to provide some
stability to the Warrandyte outfit. A
troubling month - in which teams
folded due to a lack of players,
injuries were sustained and form
dipped - left the senior side sitting
in a dangerous lowly position on
the ladder.
The response was emphatic from
the get go. Youngster Josh Beasley
started like a bull out of the gates,
leading up the ground to take marks
and setting up old hand Luke Dunn
for the game’s opener.
It was Sean Bowers’ turn next, with
the speedster kicking true after a
terrific rebound off half back. Tom
Naughtin played his usual quarterback role brilliantly, using the ball
well down the left hand side of the
ground and initiating offence. Ross
Ansaldi capped a terrific term with
a 50-metre bomb, and the Bloods

Kyle and James take centre stage
By ANDREW REILLY

BUDDING young member of
Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club,
Kyle Donohue (left), who many
locals may have seen jumping
and mono’ing around town, has
used his bike skills to make a
real community difference.
The 14-year-old recently completed the Challenge for Kids
MTB event at the You Yangs on
May 15, raising $2000 for kids
with cancer.
Kyle’s terrific efforts not only
supported those in need, but in
raising the largest fundraiser
amount.
He received money to set towards a new bike. On the day of
the event, Kyle placed second
in racing to receive additional
credit towards a new ride.
Kyle displayed focus, dedication and persistence throughout
his fundraising and it all paid off
when he was able to purchase a
Specialized Stump jumper FSR
by using his credit and selling
his old bike.
Kyle’s individual achievement,
as well as his desire to help others, must be commended and
has been well acknowledged by
the Warrandyte MTB Club.

With Winter and rain firmly
upon us, there’s been some
slipping and sliding out on the
tracks of Victoria.
Mt Buller is closed for the MTB
season to make way for the skiers and rider favourite Buxton
was closed after Queen’s Birthday long weekend.
Active members David Barnes
and his son James have been out
and about and getting around all
tracks.
James, 13, is feeling out his
new bike and specialises in
down hill and endure, and will
no doubt be one to watch in the
down hill scene in the future.

led by three snags at the first break.
The second term saw much of the
same from a Warrandyte perspective. Naughtin and Charles Johnston
continued to hold steadfast in the
Bloods’ defence and the pressure
levels didn’t waver. Some questionable umpiring calls put Warrandyte
under more duress than it deserved,
but it still managed to hit the scoreboard. A classy pass from James
Appleby to Arthur Lamaris for a goal
contrasted with South Belgrave’s
wastefulness at the other end, and
Warrandyte took a deserved 21-point
lead into half time.
Despite continuing to win the midfield battle and the clearances, the
Bloods had significantly less joy in
the second half, partially because
of poor goal kicking. Usually reliable
forwards were off target, whereas
the South Belgrave attackers finally
clicked into gear, rattling off four
goals.
Steven Rizzo and James Appleby
continued to ply their trade across
the ground, but Warrandyte forwards
could not capitalise, registering six
behinds for the quarter.
The jitters continued throughout
the final term and the umpires were
once again perhaps guilty of some
poor calls towards Warrandyte.
Beasley and Froud missed set shots
that may have sealed the deal, before
Luke Dunn stepped up to give the
Bloods a two-goal lead.
South Belgrave rued missed chances to close the gap, kicking 2.4 for the
term, allowing Warrandyte to take
home the four points in a memorable
14-point win.
This Saturday’s fixture against
Silvan at Warrandyte Reserve is
no less important for the Bloods,
who require a victory to make the
win against South Belgrave truly
meaningful.
Under 19s: Warrandyte 8.7.55 def
by South Belgrave 9.6.60
Goals: N. Brooking 3, N. Kenealy 2,
B. Richardson, N. Parker, B. Campbell
Best: J. Sofarnos, Z. Hilton, M. BIlos,
J. Poole, N. Kenealy
Reserves: Warrandyte 6.5.41 def by
South Belgrave 19.6.120
Goals: D. Corke, M. Munro, G. Hitchman, S. Beasley, R. Douglass, K. Speers
Best: T. Beasley, G. Ratten, K. Speers,
M. Munro, G. Hitchman, D. Corke
Seniors: Warrandyte 8.15.63 def
South Belgrave 6.12.48
Goals: S. Rizzo 2, L. Dunn 2, S. Bowers, L. Evans, R. Ansaldi, A. Lamaris
Best: J. Beasley, T. Naughtin, S. Rizzo,
R. Ansaldi, J. Appleby, J. Deer

Lynch on a misson
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

MANY athletes have voiced concerns about unsafe conditions and
exposure to disease at the 2016
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro next
month. Some have even pulled out,
most recently golfing star Rory McIlroy, but one Warrandytian is refusing to let the threat of the Zika virus
disrupt her or her team’s campaign.
Rachael Lynch, goalkeeper for
the Hockeyroos, has quashed any
fears that the side might be having
second thoughts, saying the team
feels “really informed” and “trust
the advice” they have been given.
The Zika virus has received widespread media attention over the
past few months with links to brain
damage or impairments in babies,
which immediately puts pregnant
women at risk.
But Australia’s hockey stars are
fully committed to the cause and
Lynch claims that while “preparations are going well, there is still a
lot of work to do”.
Lynch says despite some inconsistent performances, the Hockeyroos
can make waves over in Brazil and
won’t be letting their recent loss to
Argentina in the Champions Trophy
sway optimism. The team members
fly over to Chile to begin training
ahead of the games, looking to iron
out any kinks that may trouble them
in Rio.
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Movements and milestones
at Warrandyte basketball
By CRAIG DAVIDSON

VENOM Youth League 1 Men’s
player Zac Stevenson has recently
confirmed he will attend Augustana
University in South Dakota as early
as next month. Stevenson, a familiar
face around Warrandyte Basketball
is a tremendous talent and is overjoyed to complete a personal goal.
“I am excited to announce that this
August I’ll be attending Augustana
University in South Dakota,” he said.
“I am fortunate to have such a great
opportunity to live my dream of both
studying and playing basketball in
the USA. Thanks to everyone who
has helped me along the way and a
special thanks to my mum and dad
who have sacrificed so much for me
to make this happen.”
Zac’s big step shows the pathway
offered by Warrandyte Basketball,
from Aussie Hoops all the way to
Big V, really does help players reach
their goals, whatever they may be.
Other basketball players from
Warrandyte are in the process of
developing and milestones are a
clear indicator of commitment and
improvement in the game. Congratulations are in order for Venom Youth
League 1 Men’s player Taylor Hayton
on reaching 100 Big V games. Taylor
began playing Big V in 2012, and in

CHRIS SHARP from RivvaPT

Should kids
lift weights?

YEARS ago, a video emerged showing Tiger Woods driving a golf ball
like a pro. The only catch: he was
just two years old at the time.
The message to parents: if you
want your kids to excel in sports,
you need to start them young.
Of course, beyond developing
specific skills—such as throwing,
kicking, and swinging—improving
strength, power and speed are key
components of sports performance
training. Which leads many parents
to wonder, should my child lift
weights? Some experts warn weight
training at a young age can damage a
child’s growth plates. And that concern has merit. There are dangers
to growth plates found at the end
of long bones.
The issue is, however, these injuries are almost always the result
of using too much weight with the
wrong technique. Smart strength
training is absolutely acceptable
as long as the right exercises are
chosen and that the youth has an
appropriate level of base strength
and mobility.
Exposure to spor ts and fitness-based games is the best approach for younger kids. But as they
reach Year 5 and 6 and high school
age, you can start implementing
more of a structured approach to
strength training.
But we need to proceed with caution. People put too much focus on
popular exercises like the bench
press and start piling on weight
even before a child can do 10 good
push ups. Before a kid ever touches
a weight, make sure he or she can
perform basic body-weight exercises with perfect form.
As mentioned, push ups are a great
start, pull ups, overhead squats,
dips and lunges are others that can
be put into perfect practice.
5 rules for kids
1. Master the basics first. Work
on the two movements above – the
push up and overhead squat – until
they can be completed correctly.
(Check YouTube for video help)
2. Focus on compound, multi-joint
movements. Choose exercises that
emphasize the upper back, core and
hips. Less benching, more rowing.
Smart exercises to include: stability-ball leg curls, inverted rows and
reverse flys with light dumbbells.
3. Stay away from most machines.
Many gym machines – such as the
leg extension, leg press and chest
fly (pec deck) – force kids to work
through unnatural movement patterns that have little carry over to
sports and activities of daily living.
(Cable machines are the exception).
4. Watch the weights. Poor form
and excessive loading are the reasons kids wind up injured. Once
they’ve mastered their own body
weight, start with a resistance that
allows for 12 to 15 repetitions with
perfect technique. Just one or two
sets per exercise is fine initially,
working up to a maximum of three
once strength and endurance improve. Be sure not to take any sets
to the point of muscular failure.
5. Use a variety of strengthening
equipment. Medicine balls, bands,
and cable-based machines allow
for three-dimensional movement.
These are ideal because they offer
kids variety, while training balance
and stability just like free weights.
If your kids are keen to improve
their skills and strength, improve
their performance on the netball
court or football ground, get them
started correctly with some perfectly performed strength and functionality training exercises.

season 2016 averaged 10.8 points
and 10.6 rebounds for the side, including a season high of 26 points
and 12 boards against Coburg.
“Taylor came into the youth team
after playing a couple of seasons
in the senior men’s side and has
become an integral part of the team
and his experience has been a huge
factor in the good form the guys have
shown thus far. Congratulations on
your 100th game Taylor, with many
more milestones to come,” Coach
Bill Nicolaidis says.
Callum Langmaid and Max Stevenson have also brought up 50 games
each for Big V, a terrific achievement
for both players. Callum has averaged 8.1 points, 2.1 rebounds and
2.2 assists in 14 games throughout
2016, while Max has averaged 7.2
points and 7.2 boards in 15 games.
“It has been a pleasure to coach
Callum for the past couple of seasons. Callum is a hardworking,
passionate and devoted team mate
who is always willing to put the
team first,” coach Nicolaidis said.
“Max is always the first player in the
gym and the last to leave. He is very
dedicated and determined to improve his game, which has resulted
in Max gaining a college position at
the end of the season.”

Ben sets sail for exciting horizons
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

THE ocean can be a strong and
dangerous thing to contend
with for the inexperienced,
but this isn’t the case for Warrandyte’s Ben Jesudason. At
the tender age of 13, Ben has
realised a special talent in the
sport of sailing and is learning
to make the ocean his ally.
Despite only beginning 15
months ago, Ben has already
progressed to an intermediate
fleet sailing level, a stunning
achievement given his lack of
experience on the water. The
decision to sail was never on
Ben’s agenda, until he had a
conversation with some friendly faces.
“I got into sailing because a
couple of neighbours of really
good friends were always telling me to give it a go. They told
me to head down, do the level
one training and see if I like it
because it’s a great sport,” Ben
said.
In less than a year and a
half Ben has already sailed in
extreme 35 knot conditions,
which is over the limit for
sailors, and his stellar efforts
down at the Sorrento Sailing
Couta Boat Club earned him
the Bill Russell Award.
The commendation is awarded to a junior skipper who
tried their hardest, and implies
a junior sailor in his/her first
full season as a skipper, without receiving recognition of
another trophy, as explained
by Jorja Crowe of the Sailing
Club.

“We weren’t expecting it, it’s a
club award which Ben got as
the Junior Youth Sailor. He got
it for encouragement, courage
and behaviours exemplary of

members at the Sorrento Sailing Couta Boat Club,” Rachael
(Ben’s mum) said.
Ben’s affinity with sailing
came as a surprise to the fam-

ily, as he hadn’t previously
found a connection with any
other sport.
“I like to feel the wind,
knowing you’re not sailing in
manmade conditions, it’s a
really natural sport. I think my
goal this year is to get my techniques down because once you
get those you are good to go,
and then the next step is being
able to face different conditions, light, heavy or medium
winds,” Ben said.
Apart from providing a new
hobby and pastime, sailing has
had multiple other benefits
on both Ben and the family,
according to Rachael.
“I can’t believe Ben’s courage, to be out one to two kilometres of the beach with no
sightline of him. Ben’s capsized
a few times but he just gives
the thumbs up. I can’t believe
Ben can do all that. I’m rapt,
if Ben hadn’t sailed I wouldn’t
have seen his courage,”
Rachael said.
The benefits aren’t just realised on the water, but also
off it.
“Ben’s one of four kids so it’s
nice to have that one on one
time together, and the family
loves the beach play.
"They’ve had a few women on
water programs so I’ve got out
there and Anthony (Ben’s dad)
has gone out too,” Rachael
added.
For Ben, the opportunity to
help others and become a leader down at the sailing club has
been the biggest reward of all.

Council calls on Commonwealth to support regional sporting hub
MANNINGHAM Council is investing
in an exciting multi-purpose community indoor sports facility over the
next two years, a new state-of-theart, five court facility that will add
significantly to the region’s capacity
to support netball, basketball, volleyball, badminton, table tennis and
a range of other sports.
“This $20million facility is a long
term investment by council in the
health and sporting future of our
community,” explained mayor Cr
Paul McLeish.

The State Government has so far
contributed $878,000. Council is
actively seeking $2 million in grant
funding from the Commonwealth.
Mayor McLeish said: “We have an
outstanding project of regional significance in Mullum Mullum Stadium
and we call on the Government to
also show support by making a financial commitment to this premium
sporting facility.”
Visit yoursaymanningham.com.
au/mullummullumreservemanage
mentplan
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