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Running hot
The inaugural Grand Hotel Warrandyte Gift
was run and won as part of the annual Run
Warrandyte event which saw hundreds

of participants take part in all the action
over the weekend. Turn to Page 35 for our
comprehensive coverage.
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NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, April 12, 2016. Advertising and
editorial copy closes Friday, April 01, 2016.

OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood,
Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Roland Rock's guide to parents
to play “I spy”, he’d say “I’m
too busy right now, ask your
mother/brother/the dog/the
next person who floats by in
a green hat.”
If on the other hand, I was
lowering the final Guinness
Record-breaking domino in
my scale reconstruction of
the Leaning Tower of Pizza
when he said to take out the
rubbish and I said “I’m busy”
he’d start counting in an extremely loud voice then yell
at me for leaving dominoes all
over the floor.

just kidding
arents are unavoidable. You can’t get
here without them,
and they never let
you forget it. Fortunately they can
be trained, but first I need to
explain a few simple home
truths I’ve learned over the
past 10 years (well 10 years
next August the 22nd to be
precise) so stop fidgeting and
pay attention.
1. Fathers are not as important as they pretend to be
You probably hear a lot
about ‘work’ and how nobody
knows what they’re doing except your dad. What you may
not know is there are people
at work who are even older
than him (I know, it’s hard to
believe) who tell him what to
do all the time. That’s why he
can’t wait to come home and
pretend he’s the boss and pay
out on the first person who
looks at him sideways. This
is a danger period!
2. Mothers who stay home
all day don’t have any fun
Don’t ask me why. If you
had the whole day to yourself
you’d be flat out watching TV,
stuffing your face or just hanging round the skate park with
Macka and Woz. But for some
reason mum’s don’t know how
to entertain themselves and if
you come home looking like
you’ve had fun it gets right
up her nose. This is another
danger period!
3. Parents can’t take criticism
Your parents spend 10% of
their time telling you what
a good kid you are, mainly
because it makes them feel
less of a failure, then spend
the other 90% of the time criticising you. You look a mess.
Your hair’s all over the shop.
You don’t hold your fork properly. Your speech is slovenly
which you could possibly do
something about if you had

any idea what slovenly means,
etcetera, etcetera, etcetera.
But say one bad thing about
them!
4. Parents are a tag team
The reason parents get together is so it will always
be two against one. “Tell
him, John!” “You’re mother’s
right , (fill in your own name
here). It’s extremely bad manners putting your elbows on
the table!” You know and he
knows he puts his elbows
on the table so often he’s
practically worn a hole in
it and he’s as embarrassed
as a fart at a funeral that he
has to get involved in these
little charades, but they have
a pact – love, honour and
hang thick no matter what
nonsense your partner comes
up with. This of course is why
kids learn the art of divide and
conquer while we’re still in

disposables.
5. Parents are consistently
inconsistent
“Don’t do that!” actually
means “don’t do it at this
particular moment I’m being
assertive”. Do it tomorrow
while she’s watching The
Chase and you won’t hear a
word about it. Like the time
she banned eating between
meals till the kid next door
came in and cleaned out the
biscuit barrel while she stood
and smiled like he was doing
us a favour? Be consistent
umpire!
6. Parents are always busy
whether they’re doing anything or not
If my dad was shipwrecked
on a desert island the size of
a beach umbrella lying under
a coconut tree for the 364th
day in a row and I asked him

7. Parents are always right
You’re playing tennis with
your little brother – partly
because that’s the kind of kind
brother you are and partly
because you can still beat him
– when you hit a miraculous
volley from under your left
armpit that lands right in the
backhand corner but clearly
just IN which he says is just
OUT and keeps saying its OUT
by more and more till its no
longer just OUT but practically landed in the next suburb
and I’m a cheat and he’s not
going to play any more and I
simply repeat in a very mature
voice it was IN and serve out
the set while he’s sitting on
the baseline crying which is
where he still is when I generously bag the court including
the spot where he’s sitting and
Dad comes along and starts
yelling at ME!!
How come it’s my fault all
of a sudden? Just because
he’s crying for no reason at
all and I didn’t even touch
him and even if I did he could
have moved or have his legs
suddenly stopped working?
And I haven’t even finished my
defence which is clearly more
convincing than the plaintive
whine of the plaintiff when
Lord Judge Infallible decides
I’m to blame AND THE GUY
WASNT EVEN THERE! Justice
just isn’t.
So now you understand
what we’re dealing with we
really should talk about obedience training for them. Just
between you and me.
ROLAND ROCK
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Market with a mission
All for one and one for all as our market consortium given nod

By DAVID HOGG

MANNINGHAM council has approved
the local consortium representing
Lions Club, Rotary Club, Local CFAs,
Warrandyte Community Association
and Warrandyte Community Church
to run the market for a three-year
period commencing with the April
market.
The group’s bid followed a formal
tender process and was enhanced by
letters sent to council from stallholders congratulating the interim committee on their good management of
the February market.
Manningham council acting CEO
Chris Potter says he welcomes the
new committee and looks forward
to the group re-invigorating the operation of the popular community
market.
“This is a great step forward for the
Warrandyte Community Market,” he
told the Diary. “We look forward to
working with the new committee to
deliver a quality community market
with local produce and handmade
crafts. The appointment of the new
committee also follows the introduction of the new market layout in
November 2015 in response to environmental works at the Warrandyte
River Reserve.”
The Warrandyte Market Interim
Committee is delighted its bid to

manage the market from next month
for the next three years has been
accepted by Manningham council.
Spokesman Dick Davies said they
are already working on new arrangements.
“Top priority will go to organising
a Traffic Management Plan to reduce
congestion and better organise
parking,” Mr Davies said. “Other
plans required by council will be for
Environmental Management, Event
Management and Safety and Risk. We
will also establish guidelines for
donations to local community interests and hold a celebration to award
donations.
“The new market committee is
keen to canvass the views of other
Warrandyte groups and will establish
a reference group to advise and comment on the event. We hope to build
on the great success over the past 30
years or so and make the market an
even more successful Warrandyte
community event!”
The Warrandyte Community Market is held in the Warrandyte River
Reserve on the first Saturday of each
month (excluding January), with
a second market held on the third
Saturday in December each year.
For more information, please call
the Warrandyte Community Market
Hotline on 0474 656 637.

Riverbank trees saved thanks to works
By DAVID HOGG

COMMUNITY and environment
groups in Warrandyte have welcomed the major works, outlined
in the August 2015 edition of
the Diary, which have now been
completed along the riverbank
between Stiggants Reserve and
Police Street.
In a report by independent
consulting arborists, a number of
significant large trees had been
suffering from compaction and
vehicle movement caused mainly
by the monthly market.
Initial works done in March
last year have been followed up
by some more substantial works

which were completed in time
for the October market. Council
placed rocks and logs around
the base of the trees that were
recognised in the report as being
those in most need of protection.
It is now forbidden for stalls and
structures to be erected within
these Tree Protection Zones, or
for any vehicular access.
Further, no market stalls are
now allowed to the east of Police
Street. Signage has been placed in
the affected areas.
As a result, the monthly market
has been reduced from 200 to 150
stalls with 12 further small trestle
stalls and with 48 car parking allo-

cations next to stalls for stallholders. All of these are now away
from the Tree Protection areas.
Warrandyte Community Association president Dick Davies was
delighted the works had been
completed.
Friends of Warrandyte State
Park were probably the instigators of these works. Treasurer
Linda Gilbert said they were
delighted with council’s prompt
response and action when the
Friends wrote to them advising
of their concern that significant
trees were starting to die.
Warrandyte Festival committee
chairman Jamie Ferguson wel-

comed the works, saying it was
great that council was keen on
preserving the riverbank. While
there were now rocks in the areas where the Eltham Steam and
Stationary Engine Club had their
display, it is hoped they would
be mostly unaffected this year as
the display did not involve the
driving of vehicles or setting up
of stalls. However that may not
be possible in future years if new
planting took place.
Whatever the situation, the festival committee would work around
it and Jamie said the works even
had a benefit to the festival in creating a more open-space feel.

New CEO for Manningham City Council
MANNINGHAM City Council has
appointed Warwick Winn as its new
chief executive officer.
Mr Winn, who will officially take up
the helm at Manningham on April 11,
is a seasoned local government executive with extensive experience in
senior leadership positions, including at CEO level, in Australia, New
Zealand and the United Kingdom.
Mr Winn will join Manningham
from North Sydney Council where
he has been the general manager
since late 2013.
Before moving to North Sydney,
he was the group manager of environment and customer services
at the Blue Mountains City Council

and before that he was city planning
manager at the Dunedin City Council
in New Zealand. Earlier in his career,
Mr Winn was professionally trained
and worked in the United Kingdom
in the urban and environmental planning field for nine years. He was also
involved in leading European Committee of Regions studies in spatial
planning and environmental policy.
His qualifications include an Advanced Diploma of Management,
Masters of Environmental and Local Government Law, Post Graduate Diploma of Town and Country
Planning, Advanced Diploma of
Environment and Development
and a Bachelor of Arts majoring in

Organisational Psychology. He is a
chartered member of the Royal Town
Planning Institute.
His appointment follows an extensive recruitment process which
attracted candidates from far and
wide, predominantly within the local
government sector.
Manningham mayor, Cr Jennifer
Yang, said Mr Winn’s extensive local
government experience in Australia
and abroad would bring renewed
depth to the organisation as it responds to significant change and
reform within the sector over the
coming years.
“I am excited by the depth of experience that Warwick will bring to

the organisation and councillors are
confident that he will work with them
and the organisation to help ensure
Manningham is ‘future ready’.”
Mr Winn said: “I look forward to
working with councillors, management and staff to build on Manningham’s reputation in the local
government sector and to ensuring
we remain responsive to community
needs and expectations.”
“Manningham is highly regarded in
the local government sector and has
accomplished many achievements
under the leadership of previous
chief executive officers. I look forward to building on those successes
and exploring new opportunities."

Small business owners

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

• Natural looking dentures • Laminated mouthguards
• Relines and repairs
• On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation
Call

9844 4321

www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

MCC CEO: Warwick Winn

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber

We specialise in helping businesses achieve
their financial goals by offering personalised
service. Contact us for a busines plan health
check. We also welcome personal tax.
“We are the accountants who care”
Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd

Certified Practising Accountants

Like us

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113

T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au
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Free home
energy
assessments

Corner of confusion
By TOBY WARD

THERE is risk of a precedent being set in the Manningham Green
Wedge after a section of land in
Warrandyte was controversially
awarded as a new title, abandoning
usual processes.
In 2010, Brad and Eve Hatfield
purchased land at 294 Tindals
Road and were told soon after
that a corner of their land, about
1000m², was subject to a claim of
adverse possession submitted by
their then neighbour.
According to the titles office –
now known as the Department
of Environment, Land, Water &
Planning (DELWP) – adverse possession is a legal principle that
“enables the occupier of a piece of
land to obtain ownership if uninterrupted and exclusive possession of
the land for at least 15 years can
be proven”.
Having successfully obtained the
piece of land from the Hatfields,
the neighbour sold the property.
However, the regular laws of subdivision were bypassed and the

piece of land acquired through
adverse possession became its
own title.
“We moved on from the adverse
possession claim and thought the
property had been sold as one
piece of land only to find out there
was a new title,” said Brad.
“It was like another kick in the
teeth. We bought the property to
build our dream home and we’ve
lost a corner of it where someone
could potentially build a house,
looking out across our land. It’s
shocking and it’s changed all our
plans.”
Manningham councillor Geoff
Gough said DELWP had circumvented the normal subdivision
procedures.
“The fact that subdivision or
small lots can be created via this
[process], and that they’re separate titles and not added to one
title, is a real issue for the future of
the Green Wedge,” Cr Gough said.
“I think the ultimate issue is with
the titles office being able to create
titles without council or anybody

knowing and creating a brand new
lot smaller than the minimum lot
size.”
Within the Manningham Green
Wedge zone, properties can not be
subdivided below eight hectares.
Former Manningham mayor Bob
Beynon argues that if an application to subdivide the property was
submitted to council, it would have
been rejected.
“Council could refuse a permit
to build on the title. But if your
application meets the requirements of the zone provisions, it’s
possible it could be taken to VCAT
and have the council’s decision
overturned,” he said. “I became
involved in this because I believe
it sets a worrying precedent,”
Beynon said. “Although council
aren’t culpable, it’s in their best
interest to start making inquiries
as to what council’s role could be
in the event that people may try to
pull the same sort of stunt.”
Teresa Dominik, director of planning and environment at Manningham council, said the correct

procedures had been followed in
the case of adverse possession and
that DELWP had created a new title
without informing council.
“The Land Title Office confirmed
that the granting of the adverse
possession application followed
the necessary legislative requirements and processes prior to the
granting of the application and
creation of the new Folio,” she told
the Diary.
“This was done by the Land
Title Office and the process did
not require any notification to
council. The parcel of land is
1088m² in size and officers were
surprised it wasn’t sold with the
main property.”
Eve Hatfield said her family could
not move on from the case while
the neighbouring title poses so
many uncertainties.
“It’s just been a constant battle
to keep the dream going,” she said.
“Our fight continues with the
intricate issues surrounding this
small parcel of land and what the
owner proposes to do with it.”

BACKUP WIRELESS SET-UP NETWORKS CLOUD INTEGRATOR SMALL BUSINESS MAC & WINDOWS

Your Warrandyte IT specialist
Bora Seker
info@bnsolutions.net.au
0438 072 895

MANNINGHAM council is working with the experts at Positive
Charge to offer residents a free
home energy assessment and find
the best ways to reduce their energy bills.
Residents in Warrandyte can
sign up for a free Home Energy
Assessment (valued at $250) until
Wednesday March 30 by visiting
www.positivecharge.com.au/
sign-up or calling 9385 8555.
The assessments are conducted
by sustainability experts from
Positive Charge and include a
walkthrough of your home to
review energy consumption, a discussion about what’s been found
and an action plan outlining the
best ways to save and reduce your
energy consumption.
A range of factors, such as passive heating and cooling, hot water systems, insulation, your appliances, draught proofing, lighting,
windows, glazing and how you
use energy can affect the energy
efficiency of your home.
Positive Charge is also offering
Manningham residents the opportunity to swap their halogen
downlights to LED downlights,
which use a fraction of the amount
of electricity, at no charge.
Offered as part of the Victorian
Energy Saver Incentive scheme,
the lights are installed by qualified electricians and have a 1.5
year warranty.
For more information, visit
www.positivecharge.com.au/
sign-up or call Positive Charge
on 9385 8555.

E.coli levels
dangerous
WHILE summer has passed, swimmers have been warned about
dangerously high levels of bacteria in the Yarra River after signs
were erected after authorities first
only used a form of social media
to announce the news.
Despite dangerously high levels
of E.coli plaguing the Yarra River
over the Christmas period, authorities only alerted the community
about the dangers with a Tweet.
The E.coli count indicates faecal
contamination which can make
swimmers extremely sick.
Water samples at the Yarra
River in Warrandyte last month
showed the highest recorded level of E. coli contamination since
2013, according to a report in the
Manningham Leader.
Community outrage ensued and
the state’s environment watchdog bowed to pressure and announced that warning signs would
be erected at popular swimming
locations in the event of heavy E.
coli contamination.

ch 2016 March 2016

Warrandyte Diary 5

Retirement village?
Developer has a grand plan but must pass council

By TOBY WARD

THE development of a new retirement village in Warrandyte has been
proposed at 44 Alexander Road, a
property spanning about 10 acres.
However, the owner of the land faces
a challenge in getting Manningham
City Council to approve it.
John Gedye believes his land
provides the “ideal setting” for the
elderly residents of Warrandyte to
spend their remaining years without
having to leave the town.
“There could be room for 40 to 60
people,” Gedye told the Diary.
“It would be designed sympathetically to the surroundings and
the council could play a big part in
that design so there’s nothing set in
concrete.”
Bordering state park on two sides,
the land sits opposite Warrandyte’s

former golf course: positioned in one
of the largest undeveloped and privately owned spaces in Warrandyte.
“As soon as the dwellings become
available, I’m sure they’d sell immediately because there’s enough
demand and enough people in
Warrandyte who want this,” he said.
According to Grant Thornton’s
2015 report, ‘Growing with Age’, there
are about 190,000 places in aged care
facilities in Australia. That needs to
increase to 260,000 places by 2022 to
meet the required demand, because
Australians aged over 85 is expected
to double in the next 20 years.
Warrandyte MP Ryan Smith said
the project warrants attention and
could suit Warrandyte’s elderly
residents.
“There are a number of local residents who would love to continue

living in Warrandyte as they get
older,” he said.
“The idea of allowing that opportunity, through appropriate development, deserves a mature discussion
and a degree of consideration.”
Gedye said Manningham City Council would play a crucial part in the
proposed retirement village.
“If there’s enough pressure on the
council and we start the process
now, in five years’ time we might
have something here,” he said. “It
will give some hope to those residents who otherwise would have to
leave Warrandyte.
“The council should be planning
ahead for those people who don’t
want to move out of this area.”
However, Manningham council’s director of planning and environment,
Teresa Dominik, said the property

was an area known as “Rural Conservation Zone 1”.
“The owner of the property met
with a council officer in April 2015 to
discuss plans, including a retirement
village. Advice was provided that
this use is not permissible under
the current Manningham Planning
Scheme,” she said.
Council has previously supported
development for retirement housing
in Warrandyte, approving the town’s
only facility for elderly residents at
the Creekside Retirement Housing
complex. Completed in 2011 under
the guidance of the Warrandyte
Community Retirement Housing
Cooperative (WCRHC), Creekside
features five units accommodating
six residents.
Managing director of the WCRHC
Andrew Yen said Creekside’s small

population was due to a desire to
foster a sense of community.
“The elderly people of Warrandyte
have a very strong connection to
the people and the town,” said Yen.
“By keeping our retirement village
small, our residents are still very
much a part of our community. We’d
like to assist and make sure it’s a
success. Our objectives are community driven and we want to provide
accommodation for people who are
in Warrandyte whose current house
may not be appropriate.”
Although planning for a second
Creekside project is underway, the
current waiting list has forced several people to leave Warrandyte. Yen
said those who had missed out had
left Warrandyte for housing options
in Lilydale, Donvale and as far as
Williamstown.
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WCB leads the way
with bushfire policy
Sewerage
works are
flowing
By DAVID HOGG

More than a bank: CFA chief officer Joe Buffone with Warrandyte Community Bank staff and WCB chairmain Aaron Farr.
By DEANNE DICKSON

OUR local community means a lot to
the Warrandyte Community Bank, so
much so the branch has joined forces with the CFA to provide local fire
risk information that aims for locals
to be better informed and prepared
if fire strikes our leafy suburb.
Copies of the CFA’s Your Guide to
Survival are available now for pick up
from the branch and provide essential information aimed at Victorians
and tourists so they are prepared for
the summer fire season.
Warrandyte Community Bank
chairman Aaron Farr said the branch
was keen to do all it could to help

local people understand the risks of
living in the fire prone region.
“This is a community our branch
has been very much a part of for
13 years and we are committed to
ensuring local residents have a good
bushfire plan and know what to do in
the case of an emergency,” Mr Farr,
a local CFA volunteer himself, told
the Diary.
In a further commitment to making
community safety a priority, the
branch – located in the heart of
Warrandyte in Yarra St – will close on
days rated as Extreme and Code Red.
This proactive approach to community safety is part of a newly

created Bushfire – Fire Danger Policy, adopted by the bank’s board of
directors.
Despite the obvious lack of business when closed, the bank’s directors have put community safety and
that of its employees well ahead of
profit. “We intend to lead the way in
supporting the CFA by discouraging
locals from entering the town and
closing our branch on days rated to
be Extreme or Code Red days,” Mr
Farr said.
The policy to close has been endorsed by the CFA, with CFA chief
officer Joe Buffone recently visiting
the branch to express his gratitude

Grants available for community
COMMUNITY groups and organisations delivering projects which involve and benefit the
Manningham community are invited to apply
for funding for 2016/17 through council’s
Community Grants Program.
Applications close at 5pm on March 24
and must be submitted through the grants
management system https://manningham.
smartygrants.com.au – applications are available in the following categories:
Community Development – $3,001 to
$20,000 for activities that benefit and meet the
needs of Manningham’s diverse community.

Arts and Culture – $3,001 to $20,000 for
activities that celebrate community life and
enhance community connections by providing access to local arts, culture and heritage.
Small Grants – funding up to $3,000 to
deliver one-off, innovative activities that
strengthen our community and enhance the
quality of life of Manningham residents.
Grant Application Assistance
Support is available to community groups
who require assistance with their grant application, including how to apply online. Please
contact Council’s project team on 9840 9305.

Not the voice of reason for everyone
Dear Diary,
Everybody has the right to their opinion but it
does not qualify as a "voice of reason" (David
Hogg, Warrandyte Diary, February 2016).
How can it be reasonable to excavate through
40-year-old properties to replace the existing adequate and effective storm water
infrastructure? Properties which will have
established front gardens destroyed, many
with huge eucalyptus trees which if removed
[Council identified removal of 143 trees] will
take another 40-50years to replace; as well
as sealed driveways. Manningham council's
scheme to undertake excavation will affect 20
properties. These 20 properties are not the
problem, it is other parts of the catchment

that is the issue – the majority of which is
council land without infrastructure to discharge its own storm water runoff.
For the residents of these properties it is not
all about the cost: it is about the unnecessary
destruction and de-valuation of property.
How well versed are other residents (those
not in the MHR catchment) with the details of
this council drainage scheme? I would guess,
not well enlightened and I ask last month's
'voice of reason' who based his comment on
previous comments and correspondence,
"Would you be prepared to have this happen
to you, if you were one of the 20 residents
affected by this council scheme?"
Gina Lambe, Melbourne Hill Rd

and approval of a business taking
positive steps to ensure its customers’ safety.
Mr Buffone would like to see all
local businesses take a considered
approach to weather ratings with individualised policies in place across
the community.
“With the bushfire season not over
yet, it is important to work together
with local businesses, to assist our
communities and raise bushfire
awareness,” Mr Buffone said.
“I urge everyone to pick up a copy
of the CFA’s Your Guide to Survival
from the Warrandyte Community
Bank Branch,” Mr Buffone said.

YARRA Valley Water has completed all the streetworks and the
pressurised large sewerage rising
main in Research Rd in North
Warrandyte.
Work is also proceeding at great
pace on the sewerage pumping
station at Professors Lane. Nillumbik council has approved the
landscaping plan, which will be
implemented at the completion of
the works.
On-property tank installation
works have commenced for those
customers who will be on a pressure system and work is taking
place in Danita Drive, Floods
Road, Eileen Close, Marbert
Court, Koornong Road, Hamilton
Road and Osborne Road.
Commencement of works near
the bridge for the inverted siphon
main has been delayed. Permits
and approvals for this have been
forthcoming from Manningham
council and ParksVic, however,
Yarra Valley Water is still waiting
for a planning permit from Nillumbik council and final approvals
from VicRoads and Manningham
council for the Environmental
Management Plan.
Once the inverted siphon main
is complete, customers will be
able to connect to the new sewer.
This is now expected to be from
mid-year onwards depending on
the delays in getting approvals
and the weather conditions.
The project website at www.ywv.
com.au/northwarrandyte is being
kept updated and has all the latest
information.
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Your say...

The Diary, with its usual efficiency, carried on its Facebook page the
press announcement within an hour of it happening after we noticed
a gathering of government MPs and Manningham councillors near the
bridge on March 1.
One thing is certain: the announcement has caused controversy in the
community and there are mixed views, largely that of disappointment
about a lack of public consultation and the decisions being made.
At the time of going to press, over at the “Fix the Warrandyte Bridge Bottleneck” Facebook page out of more than 30 posts all except one were
thrilled with the outcome and congratulated organisers for their part in
creating some noise. However, on the Diary Facebook page out of more
than 40 posts all except four were totally against the idea. Interestingly
of the four, two were Manningham councillors. We'll be following up
next month with more on this, including some atrocious behaviour on
social media. An extract of some of the comments from the Diary Facebook page include:
Al Beno: Traffic lights - if that’s going to operate 24 hours a day,
that’s a crap idea.
Michael Curry: This will only encourage more traffic through Warrandyte. Those that use this road to avoid Plenty Rd etc will keep coming!
Ruth Rankin: Two lanes travelling south is not going to alleviate the
late afternoon queue along Yarra street to the bridge roundabout.
Traffic lights at KG Rd and Research Rd will be a disaster
Tague O’Callaghan: Well done twits that wanted this!!! Single lane
roads either side of a widened bridge. Does nothing more then park
more cars on the bridge in peak times.
Adam Taurian: This is brilliant!! A second bridge should have been
built off the end of Bradleys Lane decades ago, however, this will
do for now.
Ben McKinnon: Member for Yan Yean, Warrandyte is not in her electorate as far as understand...but it will make it easier for more traffic
to come from that way and increase congestion!
Robyn Curry: Wow this breaks my heart. Turning Warrandyte into
a main highway is not the answer. What is needed is the Ring Road
to be completed.
Imogene Magilton: Will more people use this street as a rat run if they
widen the bridge? We need to divert cars what happened to the missing link?????
Lyn Mcdonald: When did this campaign start and who has been
running it? Did anyone survey wider community? Nobody asked for
my opinion! Has any modelling been done on this? Where are the
results? How is it that a small group can have so much influence? A
minority gets to have its say but the majority don’t know that there
is a game in play. We need to have open, public discussion of this
issue and its “solution” before irreversible and detrimental changes
are made. ASAP!
Carolyn Mueller: This is a terrible idea!!!! It will just promote more traffic coming through town. I’m not sure which residents they claim to
be “listening to”.
Theresa Dawson: Well I hope you’re all happy now you got your
way. ....you are going to regret this. So much for the village.
Rebecca-Leigh Dawson: This is bullshit. I live in this town because it
is beautiful, little, has no lights and everyone knows everyone!!!! Well
now it will not have that. I have lived in Warrandyte for all my life
21yrs and now I want to move!!!! I am so very saddened by this.
Andrew Johnson: Don’t really think an extra lane will help people
evacuate the greater Warrandyte area.
Michael Curry: They are people avoiding other traffic jams that believe it or not are even worse than ours! The missing link in ring road
is causing this issue in many suburbs.
Michael Lynch: I’m not a rocket scientist but if for one second you
think this is a win for Warrandyte you are grossly mistaken. We
need an alternate option to remove the traffic flow ...
Carolyn Mueller: Have a look at where Danielle Green’s constituents
live, this is surely all about the daily commute for them, not us.
Eric Keys: If you are building white elephants make sure they are
big ones.
Meg Downie: A great decision and will benefit Warranditians on a daily
basis. I was pleased to be there for the announcement.
Theresa Dawson: Sorry Ms Downie, you are wrong.
Downswithups: Just what we want in Warrandyte - roads that bring
more traffic – not.
Peter Granland: You need a bypass. Finish the ring road. End of problem.
Debbie Hodgson: Well now Warrandyte is stuffed. Hope the two hour
morning grumblers enjoy the extra traffic.
Madeleine Taylor: Great news. I look forward to better Public
Transport too.
Nadine Popovski: How’s that going to be better? I’ll be even longer
waiting for my turn
Cal Egan: Bloody ridiculous idea.
Sophy Galbally How good is this news!
Richard Mt’n: About time
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Bridge over
By DAVID HOGG and
SCOTT PODMORE

IN a surprise move the Andrews
State Government has committed
to $5.1 million funding for major
works to Warrandyte Bridge that
includes widening it in an aim to
reduce congestion and boost safety
in Warrandyte by making it quicker
and easier for residents to evacuate
during emergencies.
Minister for Roads and Road Safety
Luke Donnellan, Member for Yan
Yean Danielle Green and ALP Senate
candidate for Victoria Steve Kent
made a sudden visit to the bridge last
week to announce the plan.
The works…
The funding is for a project to
widen the bridge to three lanes and
build a new pedestrian path across
the Yarra River. Two of the lanes will
be for southbound traffic travelling
from North Warrandyte to Warrandyte and the existing footpaths on
either side of the bridge will be removed and replaced with a footpath
on one side of the bridge.
Improvements will also be made
to accommodate an extra lane of
traffic from the bridge at the roundabout at the Yarra Street and Warrandyte-Ringwood Rd roundabout.
Traffic lights will also be installed at a
wider Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte
Rd and Research-Warrandyte Rd intersection. Drivers travelling across
the bridge on Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte Rd regularly experience
significant traffic congestion and
long delays. The press release went
on to state that according to traffic
modelling data about 2500 vehicles
per hour would potentially travel
southbound across the bridge during
an emergency evacuation compared
with the current 1100 vehicles per
hour during a typical morning peak.
The works will take place either
side of the fire danger season and are
expected to start next month and be
completed by the end of 2017.
Mr Donnellan said:“We’re widen-

ing the bridge to ensure the safety
of locals by reducing evacuation
times by up to 90 minutes. We have
listened to the community and we’re
delivering a safer and more efficient
bridge.”
Ms Green said: “Crossing Warrandyte Bridge, especially in the
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troubled waters

event of an emergency, has been a
serious concern for the local community for many years and we’re
fixing it. We’ve listened to local
residents and we’re building the
infrastructure that they need for a
safer community.”

The history…
This announcement comes after
increased community anger in the
past two months (and longer) at
the rapidly escalating delays to
traffic traversing Warrandyte in the
morning peak period, afternoon
school period, and the early
evening, which until this month
had no funding in sight nor any
state government will to resolve
the problem. It might be useful to
recap the events leading up to the
announcement.
At the end of 2014 VicRoads
installed folded signs and Displan
boxes on each side of the bridge
to assist in traffic control and oneway operation in emergency and
evacuation situations, but this did
nothing to solve the day-to-day
problems of peak-hour gridlock.
In April last year Jennie Hill
founded the “Fix the Warrandyte
Bridge Bottleneck” Facebook group
with many posts per day and more
than 250 members. Note: not an
official body, but merely a page with
a constructive mission to create some
noise and make something happen.
In June last year, after extensive
lobbying over more than 12 months by
Warrandyte Community Association
(WCA) and supported by Emergency
Management Commissioner Craig
Lapsley, VicRoads regional director
Adam Maguire obtained funding of
$140,000 to conduct a feasibility
study and modelling to look at the
road network around Warrandyte
Bridge in both day-to-day and
emergency situations.
In November last year at a WCA
Emergency Management forum the
results of this modelling and four
alternative scenarios and their costs
were presented, summarised as

illustrated above right:Only the second of these options
would in fact help in a non-emergency
day-by-day situation.
And that is where the situation
had stalled.
The only funding that had come
through was for the installation of
four traffic-monitoring webcams
which are the subject of a separate
article in this edition of the Diary.
So, with nothing further being done,
the rush-hour situation is getting
worse daily, and is particularly
compounded when there are traffic
accidents or blockages either in
Warrandyte or on the Fitzsimons
Lane bridge. Such major disruptions
have happened twice in February, on
the 3rd and 19th, and resulting in traffic
for Warrandyte banking up most of
the way to Research. An excellent
video of the latter is to be found
on the Fix the Warrandyte Bridge
Bottleneck Facebook group page.
And on February 18 a bad accident
closed Kangaroo Ground Road in the
morning peak hour.
Recent actions…
On February 19 Ms Hill and local
resident Belinda Steve met with
Ryan Smith, Member for Warrandyte,
to investigate what could further
be done to have some funding and
action. Mr Smith produced a large
file of correspondence on the matter including Hansards and letters
to Luke Donnellan MP the Minister
for Roads and Road Safety. He was
so frustrated with the lack of action
and funding by the Victorian gov-

ernment that he rose in the house
on February 10 to make a member’s
statement on Warrandyte Bridge. Mr
Smith told the house: “Whilst the
minister was finally pushed, kicking
and screaming, into reallocating
the funding the previous coalition
government had set aside for work
to be done to provide options for
the traffic problems in Warrandyte,
he has not provided Warrandyte
residents the opportunity for input.
Nor has any funding been allocated
for a solution to be implemented …
fed-up residents have now formed
the Fix the Warrandyte Bottleneck
group and are demanding that the
minister takes action.”
It is evident Mr Smith continues to
be a strong advocate for residents’
concerns now, although his party
(when in office) scrapped completion of the M80 Greensborough-Eastlink “missing link”, a project which
has now been pushed out into the
next decade which will do nothing to
ease the problem in the short term.
However, in more recent times Mr
Smith expressed his frustration with
the continuing "obfustication" and
lack of will to do anything about the
local traffic problem. He suggested
he may be seen as a lone voice, and
that perhaps it would make more impact if residents wrote directly to the
minister expressing their frustration.
Just as the Diar y was about to
publicise a “write to the minister”
campaign, the Government appears
to have caved in on the matter and
the new announcement was made.

Emergency Management Commissioner Craig Lapsley has also been a
strong supporter of funding and has
urged the government to act.
The media release…
We find it odd local community
groups and the local Member for
Warrandyte Ryan Smith, who has
done so much for the cause, were not
invited to attend the announcement.
We at the Diary were only informed
the day before and given we’re a parttime office missed attending. We also
find it difficult to understand the role
of Danielle Green in this as the Yan
Yean electorate does not come anywhere near Warrandyte and wonder
why defeated ALP candidate Steve
Kent was in attendance. The press
release announces traffic lights for
the Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte
and Research-Warrandyte road
T-intersection, which was not part
of the original VicRoads presentation in November. It also states the
works will take place outside the fire
danger season and are expected to
start next month. However, the fire
danger season does not officially end
until May 1.
The announcement also makes no
mention of any further community
consultation, something which has
clearly angered residents who have
vented on social media.
Dick Davies, president of the
Warrandyte Community Association, says: “It’s good that the State
Government has addressed the
concerns about gridlock after at least
10 years agitation for some action.
However, the lack of community
consultation, promised by VicRoads
in their November and December
visits to Warrandyte, is astonishing.
After all, residents who actually
use the road at different times
are most aware of the problems.
The modelling quoted in the press
release is a desk study based on
Emergency Evacuation assumptions
not actual data on daily traffic
movements as advocated by the
WCA. VicRoads will be present at
the Warrandyte Festival. It will be
an occasion to discuss the plan with
them and see if there is room to be
more inclusive of community views.”
Other initiatives the Bottleneck
group suggested:
Trial traffic lights to operate between 3pm and 6pm at the roundabout south of the bridge
Guidelines making Warrandyte
roads subject to heavy vehicle exclusions or restrictions on safety
grounds (narrow, winding roads)
Guidelines to keep roads not designed for high traffic (including
Dingley Dell, Lewis, Blooms, Boyd,
Hawkes and Floods Roads) free
from traffic trying to evade bridge
bottlenecks.
In the medium term, completion
of an emergency bridge for bushfire
management, possibly at the end of
Bradley’s Lane or at another agreed
location.
In the longer term, completion of
the M80 to Eastlink gap or construction of at least one more permanent
bridge across the Yarra somewhere
between the Eltham crossing and the
Yarra Glen crossing.

Warrandyte Diary 9

Smile,
you’re on
candid
camera
By DAVID HOGG

FOUR traffic-monitoring
webcams, two on each of
Research and Kangaroo
Ground roads facing both
ways, have been installed
outside 210 Research-Warrandyte Road and 61 Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte
Road.
The poles and cabinets
were erected early in February and recently the cameras and solar panels were
added to complete the job.
VicRoads project manager
Julius Dades says the webcams will be tested throughout March and the system
will go live for public use
from the end of this month
or early April.
The webcams are directed
only at the road and traffic,
and will not capture views
of residential properties.
They are not speed cameras
and images from the webcams will not be saved.
Once the system goes live,
images from the cameras
can be viewed by going to
the VicRoads website at
traffic.vicroads.vic.gov.au,
zooming in on the Warrandyte area and clicking on
the icon of a camera in a
pink box.
A still image will be displayed which will be updated every two minutes.
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Patchwork Barry
Teaching, writing, music and adoption: an insight into the life Barry Carozzi

By LAURA DOGUET

WHEN I sat down with my Year 8
English teacher Barry Carozzi, I
didn’t quite know what to expect. I
had vague memories of him singing
to us in class and hearing the occasional watered-down story of his life
outside the classroom.
While we had a positive relationship in school, upon meeting him
recently I soon realised I didn’t
know the half of his story. From his
long, passionate career of teaching,
writing and producing music, to his
life-changing discovery at 66 of his
adoption, there is certainly more to
Barry Carozzi than meets the eye.
This year, Barry is entering his
eighth year of teaching at Warrandyte High School and 52 years of
working in the education sector.
While teaching English is his forte,
Barry has also had an active role in
other areas of the school.
He was greatly accountable for
the rejuvenation of the school’s
own publication Scribblit: a collation of written and visual material
produced by students, teachers and
parents alike. Furthermore, in 2015
he assumed the role of music coordinator and ran the school’s first very
merged music and writer’s camp.
While his time at Warrandyte has
been his longest stint at the one
school, Barry began his teaching
career in a very different environment. In 1965, Barry took his first
teaching job at Glenroy Technical
School which contained classes of
48 delinquent students who were
barely literate.
“Some of them were actually quite
intelligent kids, but they’d never
learnt to read, and I think that
sparked my interest because my dad
couldn’t read and I was a non-reader
until I was 16.”
This effectively inspired Barry to
come up with a book that would
suit their level of competency but
still be relevant to their age group.
His book Patchwork, which featured
short, sharp sentences but nitty
gritty content, was the result of this.
It exceeded the expectations of his
doubtful publishers.
“I remember them saying we’ve
done our research, we don’t think
this will sell more than about 1000
books. So they were surprised when
the four books in the series over a
five-year period sold 100,000 books.”
Not to mention, the additional
15 “readers”, called Patchwork paperbacks, which collectively sold
almost 300,000 books.
“Patchwork changed my life. I was
suddenly invited to speak at national
English teachers conferences about
what to do with disabled kids. I was
asked to write chapters in textbooks
in the teaching of disabled kids and
so on.
“Even when I first arrived at Warrandyte which was 45 years on,
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there were a couple of teachers
there who said, ‘Oh you published
Patchwork!’ ”
After his time at Glenroy Tech and
year’s training as an educational
psychologist, Barry embarked on
a new teaching endeavour at the
Lalor ‘Little School’. He and a few

others implemented an experimental
approach to teaching which proved
to be very successful.
“It was probably the most exciting
period of my teaching, and in some
ways the most effective. Lalor Tech
had never sent any kids to university
– I think maybe one had gone to uni-

versity. And of the starting group of
50 that we had, 11 went to university
and got degrees compared to about
two of the rest of the school.”
Barry then moved onto a number
of other teaching jobs, including
principal positions and teaching professional writing in the TAFE system.
Meanwhile, Barry’s writing career
continued as he wrote numerous
novels, short stories and everything
else in between.
An editor once paid him a great
compliment when she told him
he was quite possibly “Australia’s
Roald Dahl”.
“I think she was Australia’s deluded
editor,” he says with a laugh.
Barry has written nearly100 books
to date, including the Myer Christmas books of which 2.5 million copies were printed over five years and
more recently a series of VCE exam
preparation textbooks.
One of the books of which he’s
most proud is titled The Man Who
Became A Gorilla, which was a part
of the Patchwork series.
“It was picked up by, of all people,
the Danish education department
and was set for their kids who were
doing English as a second language.
So it’s got all the Danish translations.”
With teaching and writing aside, another passion of Barry’s is music. He
and his band The Barry Creek Boys
recorded a song called Life Wasn’t
Meant to be Easy in 1983.
After having previously worked
with Jerry Speiser – the drummer

of Men at Work – on a book about
teaching music, Barry’s song ironically shared the charts with the
iconic Down Under.
“They went to No.1 whereas we
went to No.26. We were there for
eight weeks.”
“And then in 2007 I was third placegetter in the Australian Song Writers
Competition/Children’s songs.”
Despite Barry’s wildly eventful and
successful career, he always felt as
though a part of him was missing.
His life took a dramatic turn in 2009
when at 66 he discovered he was adopted. The taboo family secret was
accidentally spilled by his 80-yearold Aunty Doreen.
“It turns out that all of my family
knew. My next-door neighbours
knew, the people who had been in
my growing up years. But no one
bothered to tell me.
“I felt really betrayed that all these
people who I thought were my relatives basically had kept this.”
Barry immediately contacted an
organisation called Vanish in an
attempt to find his birth family. He
soon found out his real name was
Richard Charles Bertram and his
mother was most recently known to
live in Hayfield.
“Irony of ironies, my cousin Thelma, who had been there when I was
picked up, and her sister had both
married farmers in the Hayfield/
Sale area.”
This coincidental link led Barry to
find his family. While his mother and
two sisters had sadly passed away,
Barry found and made contact with
his older brother, Arthur.
“We talk every week or so on the
phone. We get on well and it’s lovely.”
To this day, Barry inextricably
struggles with the fact that no one in
his family told him earlier. In several
ways, the discovery did explain a lot
about his childhood.
“I was very isolated as a kid – I very
rarely went out to play with other
kids. And I think it was because [my
parents] were fearful that someone
would tell me.
“I think I always felt like a bit of
an outsider. Not really part of the
family.”
Although the experience caused
Barry a lot of emotional distress,
he has since taken it under his wing
as he is completing a PHD through
Swinburne University titled A Cuckoo
in the Nest.
“I’m about to start my first set of
interviews, I’m doing 20 interviews
with people who are late discovery
adoptees because that’s the focus
of it.”
At almost 73, Barry has the energy
and desire to continue working.
Much to his credit, he remains passionate and enthusiastic.
“When [people] ask ‘How do you
do it? How can you keep teaching?’
My answer is I love teaching, I love
the classroom.”
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Gentleman Tom our TV man

Words and photo by
BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY

OMMY Kerkhof is Warrandyte’s
best-known television personality. He is the man behind our TV
screens. This year his television
repair business celebrates a 50-year
milestone. For almost half a century, Tom has
toiled and tinkered with our Panasonics and
adjusted our Samsungs and Sonys.
From the clunky boxes of the 1950s to the
sleek flat screen models of today, he has kept
us tuned in and switched on.
“But times have changed,” said Tom. “I’m
basically in forced semi-retirement because
hardly anybody gets their TVs repaired anymore, they just throw them away. But if any
work turns up, I’ll do it.”
Tom and the rest of his family arrived in
Australia from Holland when he was only nine.
The year was 1952 and Tom could hardly speak
a word of English. They first went to live in
Hepburn Springs, but Tom’s dad heard about
a house to rent at Warrandyte and he came all
the way down here to inspect it.
“Dad was a nature lover,” said Tom. “And as
soon as he saw the beautiful river across the
road from the house, he knew it would be a
great place for the four kids to grow up.”
The family, moved into 304 Yarra St and Tom
remembers becoming excited the day they
arrived.
“I saw the Warrandyte sign as we drove into
town and thought to myself, this is the place
where we are going to live.”
Tom attended Warrandyte Primary School
the very next day.
“The first thing they asked me was, can you
play football? Although I could only understand a few English words, I could understand
the question,” remembers Tom. “I replied, yes,
and they handed me a red oval-shaped ball and
it looked nothing like a soccer ball.”
Although Tom knew nothing about footy at
that stage, he was convinced by fellow student
Ray Girling to barrack for Essendon and Tom’s
been a red and black faithful ever since.
Tom’s lack of English was to get him into
trouble early at his new school.
“My classmate Johnny Smith set me up a
beauty,” he says, laughing. “He told me to go
over and tell the teacher to go and get, well,
a very rude word. She blew up and seemed
surprised at my colourful language but she
soon realised that I had been set up by Smithy
and I was let off.
“Our teacher Mrs Cowden cottoned on to the
fact that I could hold a tune and later that year
she cast me in a school play that was held at
The Mechanics Institute. She introduced me to
the crowd saying that although I had been in
Australia only four months, they should listen
to me as I sang to my fellow student Margo
Forder. The crowd stood up and applauded at
the end of the song and I had to sing an encore."
Tom picked up English quickly and today
speaks without any accent at all. He attended
Ringwood High School and remembers travelling on the school bus with fellow Warrandytians such as Frank Schubert, Daryl Pike, Laurie
Warr and Willie Merbis.
“The bus driver Dick Termorshuizen wouldn’t
take any nonsense,” remembers Tom. “And if
there was any ruckus he’d pull over and throw
the offending kids off the bus and they’d have
to walk home to Warrandyte.”
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Tom was keen on high jumping and joined
Ringwood High’s athletics team. The ability to
jump would serve him well in later years when
he played first ruck for the 1966 Warrandyte
premiership team.
Tom also became keen on electrical things
and interested in radio. In 1956 when TV came
in, Tom was even more interested.
“I thought TV repairs could be a good job
because it was mostly indoors and would keep
me out of the heat and rain.”
After finishing Year 10, a teacher gave Tom
some good advice saying: “If you are interested
in radio and TV then there is no point in staying
on at school.” Tom took his advice and started
his apprenticeship at Stoney’s, an electrical
retail store in Ringwood. His course lasted five
years as an apprentice radio and television
technician, which included studying one day
a week at RMIT.
“At Stoney’s I started out fixing irons, jugs
and toasters but finally progressed to radio
and TV,” said Tom. “I also met my wife Penny at
Stoney’s where she worked as a sales assistant.
I was 20 and she was 16. We’ve been together
ever since.
“Penny and I got off to a slow start because
I used to squire her around in Stoney’s Vauxhall ute. She wasn’t too keen to be seen in
the ute, but she brightened up considerably
in 1961 when I pulled up in my newly bought
FC Holden.”
Eventually Tom and Penny were married in
the Ringwood Catholic Church in 1968. They
honeymooned in Surfers, driving there in the
FC Holden that Penny much admired.
“The first night of the honeymoon was spent
in a motel in Springvale,” remembers Penny.
“We couldn’t understand why it was so hot
and we spent all night trying to get cool. We
opened all the windows and doors of the motel
unit and it wasn’t until the morning that we
noticed an air conditioner in the room. If only
we’d switched it on!”
Tom started playing football with the mighty
Bloods when he was 17.
“I started in the reserves but rapidly improved and within two years I was playing in
the seniors,” said Tom. “I trained hard because
I had a passion for footy, I just wanted to get
better and better and better.”
Tom remembers when they won the 1966
Grand Final. “It’s a great feeling when you’re
doing what you love, playing well as a team
and actually winning the flag.”
Tom’s hard training paid off when he was
voted Warrandyte’s best and fairest player in
1971. He was invited to train with Fitzroy but
declined saying, “I just started my own business and I love playing with the local boys.”
Tom and Penny started up Tom Kerkhof
Television in 1966 when his job at Stoney’s
began to interfere with playing football with
Warrandyte. It’s interesting to note they have
loyally advertised their business in every single edition of the Warrandyte Diary since 1970.
Tom fully acknowledges his wife’s involvement
in the family business saying: “Penny has
done all the paperwork for the past 50 years.
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with the tennis club.”

She has also worked for 40 years as a medical
receptionist.”
The Kerkhofs had one daughter, Melissa, now
43, and they spend a lot of their time with their
granddaughters, Ebony 7 and Chloe 2.
Penny looks back on her time living in Warrandyte: “I really love Warrandyte even though
I didn’t live here as a child,” she says.
“We do a lot of socializing with our friends
and neighbours and have a long and close

For Tom it’s been a wonderful journey for a

little Dutch boy who came to live here 63 years
MARCH ISSUE
ago. One who quickly learnt to speak English
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and then assimilated into the melting pot of
our culture, business and sport and found a
place to call his home.
Tom has the last word: “I’ve never had a
reason to shift and never thought of leaving.
We’ll probably live here forever.”
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Hearty turnout for a
By CHERIE MOSELEN

Ready to ride: Matthew Orchard receiving his jersey from 2016 Tour de Transplant leader Phil Anderson. Picture: IAN STUBBER

A COOKING Extravaganza, which
included recipe demonstrations like
the world’s fastest lemon yoghurt
cake (only one minute!) hit the sweet
spot as part of a fundraiser held at
Anderson’s Creek Primary School
last month.
About 140 people – friends, parents,
Warrandyte Lions Club, teachers and
ex teachers, and fellow transplant
recipients – attended the event in
support of Matthew Orchard who
is raising money for Heart and Lung
Transplant Trust Victoria (HLTTV).
Matthew and his mother, ACPS
teacher Rosette Orchard, first spoke
to the Diary in February 2014 about
organ donation in a story titled “Donate Life… it’s worth a chat”.
A sufferer of congenital heart
disease, Matthew was born with a
cocktail of heart defects that left
him with only half a heart. To make
things even more complicated, all his
internal organs, including his heart,
were on the wrong side.
At 36 hours old he had his first
major surgery, another at two years,
then open heart surgery at age 20.
After years of experiencing cardiac
emergencies and a low tolerance to
exercise (just climbing stairs left
him exhausted and gasping for air),
Matthew was put on the waiting list
for a heart transplant.
Following more than 800 days of
nerve-wracking anticipation, the
phone rang one midnight. At age 28,
Matthew received his new heart.
Two years on, after intense rehabilitation, the grateful heart recipient
is fit and well and ready to ride his
bike an impressive 600km along the
Great Ocean Road to help those with
a second chance at life.
The March 2016 Tour de Transplant
is the second bike ride to raise funds
in support of HLTTV’s Second Chance
Accommodation Program.
The program provides apartments
for country and interstate heart
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good cause
Sweet charity: Rosette Orchard and Philip
Webb auctioneer Robert Groeneveld selling
cakes for a worthy cause.

Casting The Big
Umbrella over Nepal
By SCOTT PODMORE

and lung transplant patients, which
become their homes during post-operative rehabilitation.
So far, the not-for-profit association
has been able to provide six apartments to needy transplant families
in an effort to see “families from outside Melbourne receive a ‘hand up’
rather than a financial penalty during
this critical three month period.”
Later in the evening, MC for the
night Rick Gordon (Matthew’s ex
Grade 5 teacher at ACPS) introduced
an auctioneer from Philip Webb Real
Estate.
With accomplished humour, Robert Groeneveld tempted the audience to bid on a range of donated
cakes, knocking several down at
prices upwards of $100. Proceeds
from the auction, ticket entry and

raffle, raised just over $3000.
Matthew told the Diar y he was
the first person to sign up for this
year’s tour, which will be led by cycling legend Phil Anderson between
March 2-6.
“The last two years have been
great – life is literally 180 degrees
after a transplant,” said Matthew.
“I was struggling to shower and put
my shoes on, now I’m jumping on
the bike for a spin every other day
like it’s nothing. I don’t think I’ve
even grasped just how amazing the
transformation is.”
Matthew said, after a life of struggling with health issues – being in
heart failure for a decade – he now
feels “normal”.
“For my one year transplant anniversary I ran 5km for the first time

ever in my life. I travelled Europe for
two months last year and now I’m
about to ride 600km to raise money
for other transplant recipients,” he
said.
“The common story I’ve heard is
that transplant gives you your life
back, but I feel as though I’ve been
given a chance at life that I never
had.
"My life and everything I do has
changed so much, because a family
out there decided to do something
great in the worst time of their lives,
to donate the organs of their loved
one.”
Info about Tour de Transplant
2016 and HLTTV’s Second Chance
Accommodation Program can be
found at: tourdetransplant.org.au

LOCAL Big Umbrella crusaders
Sean Ramak (above right) and
Nicole Gangell will head head back
to Nepal next month to see how
the charity’s rebuilding programs
are progressing, including the
construction of an entire school.
“We are heading there as part
of the 12-month anniversary since
the 2015 earthquake,” Sean said.
“Since the earthquake we have
raised about $44,000 which has
now totally been spent in Nepal.
We contributed to rebuilding a
school and a house in Waafel village, with one of our volunteers
Mortar Life Builders building a
house in Pritee village.
“We have also totally built an
eight-room school in Pritee village including desks and whiteboards among other materials for
$29,000.”
The school is now officially
called The Big Umbrella School
through the education department in Nepal.
The couple is also in the process
of helping develop a school bag
program.
“We’ve already raised funds for

800 bags and we are trying to get
this project to 1000. We are selling
the bags for $25 each and they are
full of school goodies, toothbrushes, toothpaste and a hair brush,”
Sean said.
“We are really excited to be
heading back to Nepal to see
how all our rebuilding programs
have gone. We also have a lot of
celebrations to attend as The Big
Umbrella have really made an
impact over there and are very
well known.
The couple is on the lookout for
sponsors for their airfares and
accommodation.
“The Big Umbrella is 100% volunteer driven, we have no paid
staff and have achieved far more
in the remote villages of Nepal
than anyone else has been able
to,” Sean told the Diary.
“That’s something we are very
proud of.”
Donations for the school
bag program are welcome at
www.thebigumbrella.org and
you can keep updated about
The Big Umbrella on its official
Facebook page.

Billanook College

Upcoming College Tours
Thursday 17 March
Friday 17 June

An Independent, Co-educational
School of the Uniting Church
Educating children from Early
Learning to Year 12

Reserve your spot now at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark
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The Grand Read
Poetry and Prose featuring award winning poet
Jennifer Harrison
And
Sandi Jeffs, John Jenkins, Lisa Jacobsen, John Jenkins,
Karen Throssell, Carmel Macdonald Grahame, Graeme Henchel
Plus announcement of the inaugural Cliff Green short story competition winner.

Tuesday March 22nd, 7pm for a 7.30pm start
Chandelier Room, Grand Hotel
Bookings
http://www.trybooking.com/JUXZ
or call 9844 1839
Tickets include light supper: $20/$16

Try our new dishes!
We have added some authenic Burmese dishes
to our menu. Delicious!
Vanilla Orchid will be closed for good Friday
- Open for dinner on Saturday & Sunday.

Open

Dine in & takeaway
Tues to Sat from 5.30pm
Licensed & BYO (wine only)

188 Yarra St, Warrandyte
(opposite the Bakery)

984 4 57 7 8
w ww. VA NI L L A O R C H I D. CO M .AU
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Petrol station VCAT
decision next month
By SCOTT PODMORE

TO go ahead? Or not to go ahead? That’s
the big question surrounding the controversial proposed petrol station at the
Yarra Street roundabout.
A five-day VCAT hearing will take place
on April 11 and while local views are
mixed for and against the petrol station, a
burst main last month at the Warrandyte
car wash certainly caught the attention
of Warrandyte Character Protection
members.
“Thankfully the gushing leak was downhill of the industrial heart of the facility
and carried no evident pollutants into the
Yarra,” Warrandyte Character Protection
member Tricia Barrett told the Diary.
By 1pm that day a Yarra Valley Water
repair crew had stemmed the flow across
the road, diverting it into the stormwater
drain.
“It then flowed for some hours before
the leak was permanently stemmed under
the road and into the creek,” Tricia said.
“The site of potentially contaminated
water flowing unrestricted into a protected waterway provided a graphic image of
local environmental risks. It illustrates
why Melbourne Water at first objected to
the proposed Yarra Street service station,
and then imposed strict conditions on
its permit.”
The latest amendments to the service
station design were due at the end of
February and some locals are worried
about the “flood, fire and traffic risks” in
the underlying proposal.
While many residents are in favour of
the proposed petrol station, the Warrandyte Character Protection group believes
Melbourne Water flood maps “show how
difficult it would be for any chemically
based business on that site to control
toxic runoff”, which, they say, only adds

strength to their ‘no’ case.
“New modelling integrates Yarra flood
levels with stormwater runoff from
Fourth Hill and Melbourne Hill for the
first time. The maps, which will become
part of the Manningham Planning Scheme
later this year, show the Andersons Creek
roundabout and its surrounds will be
impassable in a severe flood,” the WCP
group said in a letter sent to the Diary.
“Predicted flow rates across the proposed service station site dwarf those
from the car wash leak. We are concerned
that the service station would act like
a dam and floodwaters would back up
impacting low lying neighbours in Blair
St and upstream along the creek.”
Robin Gillespie, coordinator of the Andersons Creek Catchment Area Landcare
Group (supporting WCP), weighed into
the argument, saying: “Everyday spills
and leaks from the South Warrandyte
service station are already impacting
Andersons Creek. A flood across the
proposed new petrol station would carry toxic chemicals into it and the Yarra
River. It’s just common sense to avoid
exposing sensitive aquatic habitats to
this kind of risk.”
Tricia added: “Flood risk is not the
only matter for consideration. Local environmentalists fought hard to preserve
a remnant patch of Eucalypts when the
roundabout was built.”
In a letter to the Diary, WCP stated:
“Flooding is just the latest in a series of
issues and conflicting reports in planning
documents raised since the Petrol Station
permit application was mooted at council
in September 2013. The applicant has
also struggled to meet the traffic flow
requirements demanded by VicRoads.
Both entry and exit crossovers adjoin the
roundabout. The latest design employs

removable bollards to separate incoming
and outgoing traffic. Computer simulations show the single lane roundabout
would soon be unable to cope with the
new traffic loads, creating yet another
congestion point along Yarra St.
VicRoads engineers remain concerned
that queuing, especially during peak
times and on petrol discount days, would
disrupt the flow at the roundabout and
create hazards for vehicles and pedestrians.”
Members of the community have also
expressed concern about fire risk, especially given our high bushfire zone rating.
“The CFA has determined that there is
inadequate defensible space on the site,”
the WCP team said in an official statement. “While it is rare, service stations
can ignite and it has happened in Australia. The most dangerous time is during
petrol deliveries. Is it worth the risk, so
close to the school and Goldfields plaza,
for a small improvement in convenience?”
A group of 54 local objectors and two
community organisations are working
collaboratively with Manningham council, VicRoads, Melbourne Water and the
CFA to establish these and other negative
impacts before the VCAT meeting in April.
“Whether you present at VCAT or not,
your own official, individual objection
counts hugely at VCAT,” the WCP team
told the Diary.

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE
BY THE SEA!
Available all year

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

‘WYTALIBA’
Mudbrick Cottage
at Aireys Inlet
Set on two acres of bush and
cottage garden it has three bedrooms
(two queen beds, two singles),
a fully equipped kitchen, open fire,
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk
(three minute drive) to beach,
general store and close to bush walks
in the Angahook State Forest.
Available Jan/Feb and all school
holidays. Minimum two night stay.

Call Karen on 0425 609 789
for bookings and inquiries

To arrange your personal objection,
email: warrandytecharacterprotection@
gmail.com. WCP asks residents for donations to help fund legal advice. Bank:
BSB 633000, Account No: 155176894,
Warrandyte Character Protection, Ref:
Surname. Visit WCP on Facebook and
or the fundraising site www.chuff.org
for more information.

Not a great sign of the times

Solution to last month’s puzzle:

Chris was born at 4am. His parents phoned his
grandmother in England and told her the good
news. It was still the previous day in England.

Dear Diary,
Did you see this sign at
the end of September last
year? Concerned residents
of Warrandyte opposed to the
development of a 24/7 petrol
station and convenience store
at the gateway of Warrandyte,
spent their time and money
to try and raise awareness
about, and seek support from
concerned residents to fight,
the proposed development.
The sign was erected on
private property. Within days
(not even weeks) and in the
middle of the night on Sunday
September 20 thieves entered
private property and removed
the whole sign (including the

Clyde’s
Conundrum
It's not the day the Dairy hits the streets nor
the day that gave its name to the Addams
family’s daughter. It isn't the day that
Warrandyte Market is held. Neither North
Warrandyte’s nor Warrandyte’s rubbish bins
were emptied today. The day after tomorrow
isn't Saturday. What day is it?
Solution next issue

CYRIL

large steal stakes to which it
was attached).
Not only was that a wilful
and criminal offence of theft
and trespass (which was reported to Warrandyte Police)
but, more importantly, the
thieves denied residents of
Warrandyte the right to raise
awareness about just one of
many important issues which
affect the Warrandyte community, its environs and culture.
This begs the question – who
would do that? I leave that to
your imagination but given
the sheer size and weight of
the sign, and the type of motor vehicle which would have
been required, I have my own

ideas on that point!
Is this an indication of what
Warrandyte is becoming or
the types it is attracting? If
you care about Warrandyte
and what it represents, and
you know anything about the
theft, report it! If you care
about Warrandyte and the
community in which we live,
and feel it is worth respecting
and preserving, help support
the fight. The case comes before VCAT in April. United we
can make our voices heard.
All assistance and donations
(whatever type and size) will
be wholeheartedly welcome.
Rosie Pane
Yarra Street, Warrandyte

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS
Economical Repairs to:
TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,
Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops
Telephones:
Repairs, Advice, Cleanup
Moves, New Batteries
Virus Removal, Wi-Fi
Extra Phone Sockets
Broadband Installation
ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360
By PAUL WILLIAMS

WARRANDYTE
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.)
& Associates
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment

Phone 9844 3071

NEW WEEKEND HOURS
SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12
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You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING
REBECCA VAN DER JAGT
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

bradley curtis
ELECTRICIAN

▲ Domestic
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Airconditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

Yoga, Meditation &
Creative Dance

Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128

bhavacentre@gmail.com

ACT GLOBALLY
—SHOP LOCALLY

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D

Halls for Hire

Uniting Church Hall ...............................9844 0674
Anglican Church Hall ...................... 0423 093 967
Mechanics Hall ................................ 0408 443 368

Gone are the days of talk back
hanker for the days
when you could tune
in to your radio at any
time of the day to find a
proper presenter interviewing experts on all sorts of
topics. Interspersed amongst
the calm and studied discussion was music appropriate to
the time of day.
Contentious issues were
discussed by experts from opposing positions. Nowadays,
we have to endure the horrors
of ‘talk back radio’.
When did all this nonsense
begin? What probably started
as a throwaway idea in a Texta
and butcher’s paper brainstorming session at the fagend of a compulsory in-service day, has been adopted by
the boards, desperate to try
anything to increase ratings.
Appealing to the lowest
common denominator is always a winner so, since its
introduction, the format has
spread across the media like
herpes in a kissing booth.
Experts, nowadays, are relegated to an introductory talk
of a few minutes and then
the airways are opened to
whichever loonies are selected by the producer, keen to
fuel the airwaves with hype
rather than accuracy. Most
talk back segments plummet
to sessions of no more than
pooled ignorance within a few
minutes.
Dara O’Briain’s is my favourite stand up comedian. His
Irish delivery is machine gun

kibbled
rapid and he is able to feed off
his audience like no one else.
Like all the best comedians,
he is intelligent, perceptive
and uses his routines to highlight what he sees as the
follies of human nature and of
our society. As I was watching
one of his gigs, screened on
SBS the other night, I roared
with agreement as he touched
on insanity of the notion that
‘all views are equally valid’.
He was explaining how angry he becomes when astrology gets the same air time as
astronomy. Astronomers are
scientists who have devoted
decades to the scientific method of hypothesis, testing, retesting, eliminating variables,
peer review of papers and
painstaking research before
committing their thesis to
their critical peers.
Astrologists, on the other
hand, do none of this. The
charts printed in the papers
and magazines area frivolous,
fun section, no more than a
‘filler’ for the editor. In most
cases, the charts are written
by the latest cadet reporter
who trawls old magazines
and newspapers to find some

past nonsense to assure ALL
the Capricorns that they will
find love next week and ALL
the Virgos that they are about
to come into a fortune if only
they can stay focused on their
main game. What they write is
the newspaper equivalent of
the Christmas cracker jokes.
Cracker jokes are deliberately ‘groan inducing’. Christmas
is a time for happiness and
positive, warm, fuzzy feelings.
Often jokes don’t help with
this. Too often a ‘good’ joke
will divide the room. One
half, ‘get it’ and roar laughing
whilst the other half don’t and
feel either stupid or angry that
such a pointless joke has been
aired. Christmas jokes, on the
other hand, are deliberately
‘pathetic’. We all groan together and no-one feels left out.
Sort of ‘joke Muzak’.
So, why is it that we have
accepted the dumbing down
of most of the media? On commercial radio, we start the day
with your choice of banality. Is
it because the individual presenter can’t manage the shift
alone or is the audience so
discerning that they can differentiate between the inane,
cackling and shrieking of the
ubiquitous duo or threesome
of third-rate comedians?
It is not without a great
deal of irony that the ABC’s
Red Symons mocks the other
stations when he describes
his team a Red, Tubby and
The Girl.
After the breakfast session,

the airwaves are taken over
by the ‘shock jocks’ of all degrees of arrogance, bias and
even-handedness. They rely
on their producers to ‘oversee’ the calls to ensure that
extreme views are presented
on air, not to clarify an issue or
to ensure some sober reflection, but to feed the monster
that is ‘talk back’.
Manna from heaven for the
broadcaster is the opening
line “I usually don’t listen to
you because you are a left/
right wink wanker, bu… “After that, you can be assured
there will be five minutes of
rudeness and warnings about
vilifications and ‘that’s’ your
opinion and you’re entitled
to it’. The topic, meanwhile
drags along in the dirt.
It’s true that in a democracy
we are all entitled to our own
views about things That’s
why we have the right to
vote at elections. Too often,
however, ‘liberty’ is confused
with ‘licence’. The former is
the right to act, speak within
parameters. The latter is
unfettered, self-centeredness
and disregard for anyone else.
I saw a New Year’s interview
with three embarrassingly drunk girls. When asked
about the night one managed
to mumble, “We’re bloody
Aussies and we do whatever
we want and don’t give a stuff
what anyone thinks!” Sadly,
her view took up airtime on
the news.

Random acts of kindness

IT’s festival time and that
presents an opportunity to
create your own Random Acts
of Kindness and Good Deeds.
A few years ago I made up
dozens of signs and posted
them around the festival.
They had tear off notes with
lines like ‘take as much as you
need’ and tear off words such
as courage, love, strength,
patience and so on. It was
simple, entertaining and fun.
Making your own RAOK can
make someone else’s day and
often doing the simplest thing
can bring a smile to another
person’s face.
What’s more it can be contagious. Science supports that
doing something good for
someone has major psychological effects for both the giver and the receiver. This then
has a roll on effect and has
others continuing your great
work, therefore benefiting the

With DEBI SLINGER

whole community.
Many years ago I remember
being stuck in a traffic jam
with my brother near the
MCG. A car had broken down
in the left lane and was causing tempers to be frayed and
much horn honking at the
poor driver.
My brother pulled up behind
the broken down car and said,
“Come on, let’s help.” Within
five minutes we had managed
to push the car far enough off
the road that traffic resumed
its normal route. That kindly
act has stuck with me and the
appreciation on the face of
the driver still brings a smile
to mine.
Don’t do an act of kindness
if you’re looking for reward,

acknowledgement or notoriety. That defeats the purpose.
Just the joy of knowing you’ve
made someone’s day a little
better.
In the words of aviator
Amelia Earhart: “A single
act of kindness throws out
roots in all directions, and
the roots spring up and make
new trees.”
To get you started, I’ve put

together for you a list of ideas.
One … Walk you friend’s
dog.
Two … Take a friend to the
movies – your shout.
Three … Give a tip when you
get exceptional service.
Four … Help a neighbour by
volunteering to take their bins
out or in on rubbish day.
Five … Join a local Clean Up
Australia Day group.
Six … Make a pact with
yourself to always open the
door for people.
Seven … Offer to take a photo of tourists on the camera/
phone.
Eight … Someone asks for
directions – don’t point, take
them.
Nine … Pick up random
rubbish and put in a bin.
Ten … Bring new neighbour
a welcome gift.
Visit debislinger.com
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Festival countdown
WARRANDYTE Festival. It’s a battleground for young musicians, a race to glory for daredevil ducks and a feast for funlovers. Coming your way on March 18, 19 and 20, CHERIE MOSELEN guides you through some of what’s on offer.

BATTLE
Watch local youth bands at Stiggants Reserve main stage fight for the top prize, a
day in a recording studio. Battles rage from
6.30pm on Friday 18 March with featured
headliner this year, Amiko. Soft drink, water
and BBQ will be available for cash purchase.
This is a drug, smoke and alcohol free event.
Admission is FREE.
ART
Warrandyte Rotary’s 32nd Art Show will exhibit work by local and interstate artists.
Preview the art around 500 paintings as you
enjoy a gala champagne opening at 7pm on
Friday 18 March. Venue: Warrandyte Community Church, 57 Yarra Street. Tickets cost
$25. The Art Show opens on Saturday and
Sunday from 10am.
ROAD CLOSURES
Yarra Street (between the Kangaroo Ground
Road bridge roundabout and Harris Gully
Road roundabout) will be closed to traffic
from 10.30am until 12pm on Saturday 19
March 2016.
PARADE
Watch Warrandyte’s fabulous street parade
boogie on down to Stiggants Reserve! The
official ceremony starts at 11am on Saturday
March 19. Parade marchers leave from Mitchell Avenue. Community groups, schools,
sports clubs, your CFA and fabulous floats
you won’t want to miss it!
MAIN STAGE
The official opening kicks things off at noon.
Meet your monarchs and get ready for entertainment from local school and bush bands.
The Scrims (formerly known as the Scrimshaw Four) and Teskey Brothers slot into
a fabulous line up on Saturday afternoon.
Sunday’s program starts at 11.30am and includes acts: Pinball Machine, Little Stevies,
Chocolate Lilies and The Demon Parade. (If
you love a bit of banjo twang, don’t miss final
band, ARIA nominated Mustered Courage!)
RIDES
Cruise along the Yarra on board the festival’s
faithful ships of the desert. Camel rides leave
from the bottom of Police Street at 8.30am
throughout the weekend.
If it’s extra speed you want, try the Scouts’
Giant Water Slide from noon Saturday and
Sunday. Charges apply for both activities.
Family Bike Ride leaves on Sunday 9am from
Warrandyte Netball Courts, Taroona Avenue.
Conditions apply (see program).
RIVERBANK STAGE
Children’s performer Carmen Up brings on
the entertainment at noon on Saturday, with
African Star Olly Friend and Side Glance,
among others carrying the show. Sunday’s
fun gets underway with the Pet Parade at
9.30am. Get excited for Sergei & Svetlana

The Scrims are back to entertain at the Warrandyte Festival

(the strongest people in the world!) and stay
tuned for bands featuring young Melbourne
up-and-comers.
BOOGIE CENTRAL
Located downhill adjacent to the Warrandyte
Community Church this is the place to drop
the kids on Saturday afternoon. Puppeteers
show, The Funky Monkeys, drumming, ukuleles and jujitsu for those with plenty of beans.
All for FREE!
On Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon,
the boogie is live. Tango lessons, Hip-hop,
Tribal and Bollywood, Go Go or Belly dancing… this is your chance Warrandyte, to get
your groove on.
BILLY CARTS
The Derby is back and the challenge is real.
Carts line up at the top of Police Street from
Sunday 9.30am. Registration takes place between 8.30 – 9.15am for children ages 8 to 15
years. Parents’ race, trophies and great prizes… it doesn’t get any bigger. Carts MUST
meet strict safety criteria. For enquiries and
registration call 0418 357 282 or email
contact@warrandytefestival.org.
DUCK RACE
Up to 1000 plastic ducks dive into the Yarra

Front
page
news
The Warrandyte Diary is excited
to be a part of the festival action
this year, so make sure you track
down our "front page news"
structure and get your head on
Page 1!

on Sunday at 2.30pm… but only one will
make it downriver to Stiggant Street as the
winner! Ducks can be pre-purchased from local schools or from the Information Caravan
at the festival, for $3. Ducks will be displayed
at the Kid’s Activity Top Tent on Sunday from
11.30am – 2.30pm. Launch takes place from
the bottom of Police Street.
DISPLAYS
Local groups and service providers will offer
information and a range of opportunities.
Check the program for the complete list of
static displays situated along the riverbank.
Furthering this year’s festival theme “Boogie
in the Bush”, Warrandyte Historical Society
Museum will house a special exhibit called
Decades of Dance, showcasing dance and
dancing in Warrandyte over the years.
GRAND READ
In its 19th year, this year’s Grand Read feature
guest is Jennifer Harrison, 2011 winner of
the Christopher Brennan Award for lifetime
achievement in poetry. Enjoy the work of
quality poets and writers at this much-loved
literary event, from 7.30pm on Tuesday 22
March upstairs at the Grand Hotel. Adult $20
(Concession $16) includes a light supper.
Please purchase in advance from Warrandyte

Neighbourhood House on 9844 1839. Visit
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
NATURE’S PLAYGROUND
Imaginative outdoor art and craft for children of all ages, Nature’s Playground is
proudly supported by Manningham council.
Located next to the children’s playground,
discover a unique play space to create cubbies, nests and sculptures influenced by local flora. From 12pm to 4pm, Sunday only.
FOLLIES
‘Follies Goes Viral’ is the latest contribution
of laugh-out-loud comedy from Warrandyte
Theatre Company. A clever look at society’s
fascination with ‘things that go viral’, show
dates as follows: 31 March and 1, 2, 7, 8, 9,
14, 15, 16 April, from 8pm at the Mechanics
Institute Hall.
Check out warrandytefestival.org for more
info: program details, accessibility info,
road closures, maps and registration forms.
Warrandyte Festival is dedicated to reducing the amount of waste produced each
year. Please do your part. Find a bin, bring
a water bottle and consider using your own
cutlery and crockery. Your efforts will not
be wasted!
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Festival 2016

Warrandyte Festival Online:
Download the
Warrandyte
Festival iPhone App
from the App Store.
www.facebook.com/warrandytefestival

www.facebook.com/warrandytefestival

ATM
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Beauties behind the banners

By CHERIE MOSELEN

WARRANDYTE is a place rich in
artistic talent. Haven to writers,
painters and pottery-makers, it
even boasts a band of Christmas
Ninjas who have taken to sparkling
up the bridge come the festive season. But undoubtedly, some of the
brightest stars among its creative
assets are the ladies who keep the
banners flying each year for the
Warrandyte Festival.
Since 1982, when festival committee member Pauline Cross first
came up with the idea of hoisting
community made banners throughout the town, fabulous flags have
marked Warrandyte’s annual village celebration.
Collectively, they tell a story of
a vibrant community, which preserves its reputation as home to
a number of supremely talented
artists, while embracing those who
“just want to have a go”.
The original 20 canvases are long
gone, but the joy of making them
has thrived and some 60 banners
are hung every March.
Denise Farran was in her first
year as art teacher at Warrandyte
Primary School in 1982, when Pauline Cross brought her a bundle of
fabric and a heap of enthusiasm.
“Pauline was remarkable in getting the whole project going. She
sourced the material and steel to
make the banner poles and brackets. And we provided some very
excited young painters!” Denise
told the Diary.
The grade five and six children
were teamed into small groups.
“It was all very democratic.
The kids came up with individual
designs, chose the one they liked
best and then worked together on
replicating it,” Denise said.
“Some of those students, grown
up now of course, tell me they still
remember the kick it gave them to
see their art, proudly displayed in
the main street.”
In 1997, a fresh round of banners was commissioned. This

time fabric was cut and sewn by
Festival Committee volunteers Kerrie Boyle and Janet George. The
primed canvases were handed out
to community groups and schools,
along with a limited amount of
(very expensive) paint.
“We had a terrific response
from everyone,” said Kerrie.
But not everything went to plan.
“Artist Cherry Manders and the
CFA painted their banners ‘wide’
instead of ‘long’ so we had to get
special poles made. Now, these
banners can only ever hang in the
same spot. But that’s the beauty of
the Warrandyte community… one
size doesn’t fit all!”
With the introduction of the “artist’s banner”, renowned ceramicist
and one of the founding members
of Warrandyte’s Potters Cottage
in 1958, Gus McLaren, painted his
canvas in 2000.
That same year, Gus (now deceased) and long-time partner
Denise Farran, collaborated on a
new banner for the Warrandyte
Theatre Company.
Gus’s original canvas has been
retired now and handed back to
Denise for prosperity. But thanks
to an idea from resident psychologist and prior banner maker (for
Stony Creek Landcare) Bernadette
Walsh, to paint “retrospective”
banners, Denise has joyfully accepted the invitation to paint one
“in honour of Gus.”
“I was looking for inspiration
when I remembered a painting
Gus had done for me and inscribed with words of love,” said
Denise. “A lot of people didn’t
know Gus as a painter – he was
widely known as a potter – but
Gus loved to paint.”
Denise said she felt the painting
was a good fit as it reflected both
Gus’s love of fantasy and science
fiction and his stellar career in
animation.
This retrospective banner will
join two others:
A painting of last year’s festival

monarchs by Cherry Manders,
(she and husband Joff rode a pair
of camels to Stiggants Reserve)
and a piece by resident artist
Denise Keele-Bedford, which captures the theme “To dream and
inspire: a celebration of talent”,
from Festival 2012.
New banners will also come from
the Bellbird Singers (helped by
local artist Walter Magilton) and
Warrandyte CAN. A representation
of the festival’s iconic Billy Cart
Derby will round out the community-inspired mix.
Bernadette Walsh has painted a
banner featuring honorary monarchs Glen Jameson and Hugh McSpedden, as part of this year’s festival theme “Boogie in the Bush”.
Bernadette told the Diary she
really liked the banner that was
done when the Boyles were king
and queen, which got her thinking
about banners embracing the festival’s yearly themes.
“It was fun to abandon the size
000 brush I use in my botanical
art and pick up a huge brush and
slap the paint on!” she said. “I’m
not sure how much space there is
for more, but I’m certainly willing
to help anyone who’d like to make
banners in the future.”
The handmade treasures, (once
wrapped and stored “at home in
tea chests”) make their way out
of the Lions shed at the council
depot, to Eastern Energy workers
who put them up each year.
Due to the need for constant
retouching of paint on canvas,
banners are now made from
specialised PVC as favoured by
screenprinters.
“It costs the festival about a
$1000 each time to provide fabric
and paints to replace banners.
Add to that the cost of traffic management. But we manage to find
the money somehow,” said Kerrie
Boyle, “because everyone loves
them. The banners highlight what
a great community Warrandyte is
to be part of."

Banner bold: Ex Warrandyte Primary art teacher Denise Farran creates an
honorary festival banner.

Warrandyte Donvale Rotary Club welcomed Gerard and Sue Stephenson at a
recent meeting they attended so Gerard could thank the club. We assisted with
the purchase of an expensive, high tech. specialized shower chair which helps
Gerard go about his activities of daily living.
Here are Sue and Gerard with the club’s Community Committee members Judy
Hall, Rob Edwards, Theodora McKail and Tony Mooney.
Club Meetings
Tuesdays 6:30 for 7:00,
Natalie’s Restaurant,
669 Maroondah Highway, Mitcham.
All welcome.
www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
Do you want to be part of an ethical organization
which combines helping your community, business
networking, great social interaction, personal growth
and flexible volunteering?
CALL US…

Contact:
Rob 0409 258 744
Judy 0419 201 231

The club also recently helped fund a special desk chair for one of Donburn
Primary School’s disabled students. The school confirmed that the parents were
considerably stretched therefore we happily agreed to fund the full cost of $649.

Our Rotary Club Op Shops: OPEN EVERY DAY
Yarra St. Warrandyte – East of roundabout behind the terrace shops.
Tunstall Square Trash & Treasure Market
Last Sunday of each month except January – for stall holders phone Heather on 9005 2331 and leave a message on the
answering service. Your call will be returned.
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buzz about town
Event: Yarra Valley Club Meeting &
Luncheon
Place: Chirnside Park Country Club
When: Tuesday March 22
Time: 12 noon
Our quest speaker is a doll maker.
Visitors welcome, but bookings essential. Call Wendy 0438 625 556 or
Lyn 0409 403 968.
Event: Pop Up Cinema at Heide
Place: Heide Museum of Modern Art
When: Sunday March 13
Time: 7.30pm
Family activities from 5.30pm. Movie
screening of ‘Tomorrow Fest’ short
films begins at 7.30pm. ‘Paper Planes’
at 7.45. BYO blankets and deck
chairs. Free family event. Drinks
and treats available. No bookings
required. For more information visit
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/cinema
Event: Warranwood Art Show
Place: Rudolph Steiner Hall,
213 Wonga Road, Warranwood
When: April 16 & 17
Contact: Becky Thyssen for more
Information – 0419 937 273
Come along and see this wonderful
event showing the work of local artists.
Event: Playgroup
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House
When: Thursday mornings
Time: 9.30 – 11.30am
$10 introductory offer for Term I
Contact 9844 1839
Event: Exhibition - Breadth
Place: Monsalvat, Eltham
When: March 17 – May 8
Time: Exhibition Opening March 17
6.30 – 8.30pm
A wide variety of techniques and explorations of intriguing diversity.
Contact Jeannette Davison 9439 7712
or 0400 045 856
jeannette@monsalvat.com.au
Event: The Paris Underground Cabaret
Place: Doncaster Playhouse, 679
Doncaster Road, Doncaster
When: Thursday 17, Friday 18 and
Saturday 19 of March
Time: 8.00pm

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
Gorgeous, crazy, sexy and cool. An
eye to the dark side and a night to
remember. Bookings essential $35 or
$30 concession manningham.vic.gov.
au/playhouse Or call 9840 9382

Event: The Grand Read
Place: The Grand Hotel Warrandyte
Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Tuesday March 22
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm start
Cost: $20 Concession $16
Poetry and Prose featuring award
winning poet Jennifer Harrison, along
with Sandi Jeffs, John Jenkins, Carmel MacDonald Grahame, Graeme
Henchel. Also, announcements of inaugural Cliff Green short story
Competition winner.
Bookings: http://www/trybooking.
com/JUXZ Or call 9844 1839
Event: Chien-Hsiu Ong & Alister
Barker
Cellists. Bach, Barriere, Haydn &
Mozart.
Place: Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Saturday March 12
Time: 7.30pm
Bookings on 9439 0662 or
warrandytemusic@gmail.com
Event: Introduction to Nordic
Walking
Place: Ruffey Lake Park, Boulevard
entrance carpark
When: Friday February12 - Friday
March 18
Time: 9.30 – 10.30am
Walking includes hire of Nordic
walking poles. Details: 8841 3000
www.mannchs.org.au

Like us on Facebook

Event: The Taste of Health
Place: Warrandyte Community
Church
When: Tuesday March 22
Time: 6.00 – 8.00pm
Come along and sample Blue Pear
Pantry’s pre-prepared healthy and nutritious take home meals. Understand
Chris Sharp’s passion for health and
fitness. rivvaPT is the only fully
equipped community training establishment in Warrandyte. Learn how
to gain more energy by combining
what you eat from nutritionist Paula
Homlberg.
Call Deb Graham 0415 170 733 for further information.
Event: Easter Services of the Cross
Place: Stiggants Reserve
When: Saturday February 27
Time: 10.30am Good Friday
Anglican Church: 9am Good Friday
Easter Sunday 10am
Community Church: Good Friday
9am
Easter Sunday 10am
Uniting Church: Good Friday 9am
Easter Sunday 10.15am
Catholic Church: Good Friday 3pm
at Warrandyte.
Easter Saturday 7pm at Park Orchards
Easter Sunday 10.30am at Park Orchards.
GIGS
Event: Paulie Bignell & the Thorbury
Two
Place: RSL Warrandyte
When: Sunday March 20
Time: 4-8pm
BYO nibbles platter welcome. Sausage sizzle at 6pm. Drinks at bar prices. Band box donation. All welcome.
When: Friday March 11
Place: Grand Warrandyte
Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Event: Long Gone Daddy’s Band
When: Friday March 18
Event: Juke Box/House Music
When: Friday March 25
Event: Ruckus
When: Friday April 1
Event: Peter Grant
When: Friday April 8
Event: Electric Intent
When: April 15

facebook.com/warrandytediary

maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

love
landscapes

TOM KERKHOF

TELEVISION
Servicing the area for 40 years

DIGITAL Televisions,
Stereo Systems, DVDs,
Digital Set Top Box Systems,
New Digital Television
Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

painting &
decorating
Andrew John
Managing Director

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

Stay updated, five
for Friday, videos,
funnies & lots more.

Unearthing treasures
in a Cornwall village
THERE’S a fine line between quaint and
barmy. When you’re in a tiny Cornish
village, and the thirst of a day’s exploration drives you to the centuries-old
inn to sample the local cider, it’s no real
surprise to find an old codger propped
up on the end of the bar.
An old codger of Dickensian splendour,
what’s more. Tartan felt carpet slippers;
well-worn trews hanging loosely on legs
collapsing under even the light load of
his small wiry frame; colourless shirt
and waistcoast; specks of beery foam
on sprawling matted whiskers; ancient
hat immovably fixed to grey unkempt
head; rheumy pale eyes fixed on some
invisible thought pinned to the back wall
of the bar; the inevitable pot on the beerstained bar mat in front of him.
We’d come to this part of the country
to pay our respects to my father’s Cornish ancestors, who’d first emigrated
to South Australia nearly 170 years
ago, before the great gold rushes of the
1850s. It was amazing to discover the
number of family sayings that had their
origins in Cornwall. I don’t know where
I thought they’d come from – I guess I’d
never thought about it – but no doubt my
mallee-farming ancestors brought them
via South Australia from their roots in
Cornwall. After all, a huge percentage of
the early settlers at Burra and Bendigo
were Cornish. It wouldn’t have been hard
to keep the lingo going. No TV to corrupt

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

the culture in those days!
Back to the Cornish pub and the wiry
little man with the bandy gait. The phrase
‘duck’s disease’ immediately sprang to
mind. No doubt the small object being
rotated rhythmically within the old
man’s left palm was a ‘wim-wam for a
goose’s bridle’. I didn’t quite like to ask.
The pub was otherwise empty just then
and it seemed rude to ignore him, so we
cautiously invaded his space. He’d made
no sign that he saw us there. Whether he
was a ‘zack short of a shilling’ or merely
‘hiding his light under a bushel’ remained
to be discovered.
‘G’day!’ A distinctively Aussie greeting,
but I can’t help it.
Slowly the old farmer turned his
watery gaze in our direction. Did he
grunt? Maybe not. Perhaps he was deaf.
I repeated the greeting a bit louder. Still
no response. We amused ourselves for a
time by admiring the interior of the bar,
with its ancient heavy-beamed low ceiling
strung with bridle badges dating back a
century or two.
This seemed to be a village where time
moved slowly. It was going to move very
slowly indeed if we didn’t score a drink

soon. Surprisingly, the old guy suddenly
volunteered the exact information we
needed.
“I know eez een therr cuz I seed en
come out …”
Priceless! We could only laugh and wait
until the busy landlord returned, which
wasn’t long. We sipped appreciately as he
regaled us with the history of the harness
pieces, the ship’s compass embedded in
the bar, the excellent cider … Meanwhile,
the old man, perhaps the pub’s greatest
treasure, returned to his vacant-seeming
inspection of the invisible speck on the
wall.
There’s a few old characters like that
– although, being Greek, not nearly so
taciturn – who catch my bus in Brunswick. Comfortably dressed in shapeless
clothes, faded relics of their former glory,
and a weird array of hats, they provide
considerable entertainment on my way
to work.
‘Are you lost?’ one big guy is fond of
shouting at frail old ladies with shopping
jeeps. ‘You gotta know where you’re
going!’ he recommends, bending to peer
closer into their surprised faces. ‘You
were lost last week, too!’ he bawled at
one of his victims. ‘Driver! This lady’s
lost again …’
It’s remarkable how often they get off
at the next stop.
I wonder how the Greeks say ‘a zack
short of a shilling’?

DIARY MINI ADS
PORT DOUGLAS 2 bedroom,
self contained, beachside
appartment for rent. A/C & ceiling
fans. Heated pool/spa. 2 mins
wlak from Four Mile Beach.
Call Kerrie 0409 359 240.

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort.
Airport transfer, parties, weddings.
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6
passengers & luggage. Call Clive
for bookings 0412 556 801.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE
We care for your pet when you
cannot be there. Honest, reliable
and professional care in your own
home. Call Norma 0904 137 246.

COWES BEACHHOUSE Close to
boat ramp and main street, 3BRMS,
pet friendly. Avail Easter. Call Denis
0407533342

MINI ADS Call Briony 9844 0555
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Oh, what a lovely war
IN early 1942 Japanese forces began
bombing Darwin. We kids were quick
to mobilise.
Sunshine was a tempting target.
There was an explosives factory at
Deer Park, Maribyrnong Munitions
was just down the road, McKay’s Harvester Works was building Bren Gun
carriers; Sunshine was a major rail
junction: the town was surrounded
by searchlight stations and anti-aircraft batteries.
Our house was perched on the edge
of suburbia. Beyond us, hundreds
of acres of grassland stretched for
miles towards a huge RAAF storage
depot at Tottenham.
A wet spring, followed by a hot
summer had caused the tall rye
grass to dry out, creating miles of
fuel for grassfires. What a target
for Japanese bombers loaded with
incendiary bombs!
The council cut the grass with
horse-drawn mowers, and we kids
took over, building a battlefield of
dried grass, placed in an abandoned
bluestone quarry and along the
banks of a heavily polluted creek. As
well as dried rye grass, the mowers
had included prickly pear, blackberry bushes, boxthorn and scotch
thistles in their harvest.
Across the road from our house
our gang built a full-blown Wellington
bomber. Action stations were established and ranks were determined.
The biggest kid appointed himself
first pilot and squadron leader;
navigators, bomb aimers and gunners were allocated their positions
aboard the aircraft.
As one of the smallest, I was sent
to the very rear of the plane as tail

gunner. This position was considered
the most dangerous on the aircraft:
“they hosed them out”. In an emergency I was to bail out into a patch
of stinging nettle. I managed to avoid
this lonely death trap by securing
two sets of sergeants’ stripes from
a brother-in-law in the RAAF and
nicking a pair of earphones from my
older brother’s crystal set. These secured my position within the aircrew
as Sergeant Radio Operator. (I also
owned a Japanese soldier’s jungle
cap. I was fascinated by its strange,
acrid smell. I was reluctant to wear
this souvenir as it instantly relegated
me to the status of “enemy”.)
All that was missing was a well-

equipped armory. So we set out in
single file, walking miles along a
railway spur line across the plain,
to a lonely hamlet known to us as
Tiny Town. In a large scrap metal
yard, stacked with First World War
weapons, surrounded by a rickety
wire mesh fence and with no one in
attendance, was our weaponry. All
had been subjected to fire: barrels
twisted, wooden stocks burnt off,
sights shattered, firing mechanisms
twisted beyond repair.
Gathering together as much as we
could carry, we set out on the long
journey home, carrying these precious burdens back along the single
railway line. My mate and I had se-

cured the best weapon of them all: a
Hotchkiss machine-gun! It was heavy.
We carried it between us, stumbling
over railway sleepers, falling into
drains, constantly listening for the
wail of an approaching train, until
we finally reached our battlefield,
there to have the biggest kid forcefully “swap” our machine gun for a
couple of .22 cadet rifles with badly
twisted barrels.
Another big kid had secured a
.303 rifle with “everything nearly all
there”. He took it home, and in the
privacy of his father’s shed, worked
on it with screwdriver and oilcan,
until the firing mechanism clicked
reassuringly. “If only we had some

Parenting in perspective

Poets from across Australia are invited
to respond to selected artworks from the
Shire of Nillumbik exhibition Laughing
Waters Road; Art, Landscape and Memory
in Eltham in poems up to 12 lines long.
Entries now open and close 31 March 2016.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/arts

NILLUMBIK
PRIZE 2016
A celebration of contemporary artists and
works of excellence from the Nillumbik
region. Sponsored by Nillumbik Shire
Council in association with Montsalvat.
$5,000 First Prize non-acquisitive
Entries now open and close Thursday
17 March
Submit entries online at montsalvat.com.au

Australian writers are invited to
enter the 31st Alan Marshall Short
Story Award.
Entries now open and close 31 March
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/arts

Nillumbik Community
Fund Annual Grants
Open 1 April 2016

Council has a new Parenting in
Perspective Program which features
eight programs for parents of toddlers,
newborns and those expecting.
These programs provide practical and useful
information for parents and are suited to
both male and female parents, with sessions
specifically for dads and mums.
The Parenting in Perspective Program
works in conjunction with our maternal
and child health visits that parents are
encouraged to attend.
All sessions are free and are held at the
Civic Centre, Civic Drive Greensborough.

ammo we could try a few pot shots.”
Eager to curry favour, I recalled
fossicking around in my brother’s
Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC)
uniform pocket and finding two or
three unfired .303 bullets. These I
presented to the would-be sniper
with due ceremony.
He clamped his “restored” .303
in his father’s vice, loaded it, tied
a piece of string to the trigger and
trailed the ball out through the shed
door, across the vegetable patch and
into the family’s home-made air raid
shelter. Then he pulled the string.
The explosion blew the side out of
the shed.
The Second World War ended on
August 15, 1945. We were told to go
home. No school today. A holiday
had been declared. But my mate and
I didn’t go home. When everyone
else had left, we began to ring the
school bell in celebration.
We rang that bell, turn and turn
about, for a couple of hours. No one
told us to stop. No one came near
us. The bell carried the good news
right across Sunshine. Occasionally,
McKay’s factory whistle joined in,
wailing along with us in celebratory
counterpoint.
That afternoon my brother scored
an old Union Jack flag from somewhere. He attached it to a tent pole
he had discovered amongst our
camping gear and tied the pole to
our side fence. It snapped bravely
in the breeze all that day. The wind
blew up that night, sending pole and
flag crashing to the ground.
Over the next few days, news began
seeping out that final Allied victory in
the Pacific had been secured through
the dropping of two American super
bombs, the virtual destruction of two
Japanese cities and the annihilation
of their populations. This was our
generation’s nightmare.
Bells and whistles…
CLIFF GREEN

More dedicated L2P
mentors wanted
The L2P program matches
mentor volunteer drivers
with eligible learner drivers
to provide them with 120
supervised driving hours.
If you are available to mentor for
one hour a week or more and you
like the sound of volunteering that
makes a real difference to the
lives of young people, email
l2p@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
Access to L2P cars is provided and
our next round of training is in May.

Bookings are essential.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/pip
9433 3190

communities within the Shire
of Nillumbik.
The 2016-17 annual grants open on
1 April and close at 5pm on 27 May.
Grants of up to $5000 are available
in the categories of Arts and Culture
and Community Projects.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

School Crossing Supervisor
of the year nominations
Nominate your Lollipop person for the
2015/2016 School Crossing Supervisor
of the year award.
Pick up a nomination form online at
schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au
Nominations close 6 May.

www.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

@nillumbikshire

Nillumbik
Youth
Festival
World Jam –
Bringing it in
Saturday 16 April, 12-5pm
FREE entry, Edendale Farm, Eltham
Join us at this year’s Youth Festival
where we will be celebrating art,
music and performances from
diverse cultures.

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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Old-fashioned fun: Warrandyte Historical Society members in period costume in 2012.

Celebrating 40 years of history
By VAL POLLEY

IT’S hard to believe but the
Warrandyte Historical Society celebrates its 40th year
in 2016. Over the decades it
has grown strongly and gone
from strength to strength as
times change and new challenges continue to emerge.
The Society cannot rest on its
laurels but must always adapt
and change to suit the times.
It all started in August 1975
with the celebrations for the
centenar y of the original
stone building at Warrandyte
Primar y School No. 12 in
Forbes Street. The school
planned a day of social events
such as old-time dances and
a Back-to-School to mark the
occasion. There was to be
a Cobb & Co coach, a street
parade, period costumes, a
time capsule, folk bands and
class reunions. All in all it was
to be a momentous event in
the township’s history.
That year also, the City of
Doncaster and Templestowe
was celebrating its centenary and as its contribution
to a citywide program, the
Warrandyte Environment
League had planned an ‘Old
Warrandyte Weekend’ with
an exhibition of historic items
from around the area, an art
show and music events. A decision was made to combine
the two events as together
they contributed to a wonderful festival atmosphere
and raised enormous public
interest.
The historic display at both
the school and in the exhibition raised a great deal of curiosity in the town’s long and
interesting history. The many
tributes and accolades received following the weekend
encouraged several major
participants in the festivities,
Ted and Shirley Rotherham,
Geoff Coles, John and Bev
Hanson amongst them, to
consider the formation of an
historical society.
In the early months of 1976
there were two exploratory
meetings and then the first
official meeting of the newly
formed Warrandyte Historical Society Inc. was held on
20 May 1976 with 11 people
present and five apologies.
The driving force behind the
formation of the society had
been Ted Rotherham whose
love of, and passion for, his-

Poster: Inaugural meeting in 1976

tory so inspired other people.
He became the inaugural
president; the secretary was
Wendy Cookes; the treasurer
Jo Laurence and Adrian Bendeler was publicity officer.
To see how far the Society has travelled over its 40
years, first consider Warrandyte back in May 1976. It was
a much smaller and more
integrated community then.
The Diar y had just recommenced with a four page,
black and white edition after
three months absence.
The Peter McDougall Real
Estate advertisement, in its
traditional front page spot,
featured a three bedroom
brick veneer home with carport, lined workshop and a
five minute walk to the village,
and priced at $38,500. The
new Holden Torana car as
advertised by Lloyd Holyoak
Motors in Yarra Street cost
$5761 (plus rego, insurance
and fees). Some of the businesses of that time have gone;
Ken Gedge’s chemist, Philp
the butcher, Potters Cottage
and Potters Restaurant, BillTinn Cupboards, Clay Pot
Gallery, Old Bakery Leather &
Craft, the Golden Gate Store.
Many remain, Stonehouse
Craft, the Grand Hotel, Folkart
and Albatross Pools among
them. Norman Lacy won

Flashback: Ted Rotherham & Betty Coles, 1975.

the newly formed Electoral
District of Warrandyte that
year, St Gerard’s Church was
built and the West Warrandyte (now Andersons Creek)
school was proceeding on
schedule. There were plans
for a new High School. The
Warrandyte Environment
League and the Warrandyte
Arts Association were both
very active. It was an ideal time to capture historic
events both from the past and
those then taking place.
The fledgling Society started
off without premises but with
big ambitions. Its inaugural
exhibition ‘Past Painters of
Warrandyte’ was a major
success featuring many works
from local renowned artists.
It was followed by ‘Warrandyte’s Golden Past’ and the
mounting of significant exhibitions has been a feature of
the Society over the decades.
During those early years
the Society had no home to
call its own. However by the
early 1980s it was pressing
for inclusion in the new community area on the corner of
Webb Street. By 1982 it had
been allocated some space
in the old Getson buildings
and proceeded to set up a
museum and working blacksmith’s shop.
Concurrently the Old Post

Office building, which had
been the focus of a Post Office
Preservation Group, was the
subject of an arson attack and
badly damaged. Eventually
the Society had to quit the
Getson site when the building of the new Community
Centre commenced but was
eventually able to occupy
the rebuilt Old Post Office.
Ted and other members of
the society worked tirelessly
to turn the interior into a
workable museum space and
it remains the focus of Society activities today. The Old
Post Office building stands
testament to the efforts of all
those community activists
who worked so hard to ensure
it remained as part of the historic streetscape.
Forty years on the Society is
still working hard to preserve
and protect the township’s
history and heritage. During
those decades many hard
working members have done
so much to ensure this historic township retains its sense
of the past. Ted and Shirley
Rotherham, Geoff and Betty
Coles, Brian and Jo Laurence,
Cliff Green, Alan Alder, Gina
and Andy Bevan-Jones, Margaret and Neil Abbott (and
many more too numerous
to mention here) are to be
thanked for their foresight

and invaluable contribution
to the task.
It has not always been an
easy assignment given lack
of funds and sometimes limited support. Think of all the
changes that have taken place
over the past four decades
and the task of recording
them for posterity. The Society owes a debt of gratitude to
those past members who contributed so much as well as
the current ones who provide
archive support, open the museum to visitors, host group
visits and undertake projects.
The present hard-working
committee under president
Margaret Kelly has continued
with a busy program of exhibitions and events. It is grateful
to both Manningham and
Nillumbik councils for their
recognition of the importance
of maintaining the history
of Warrandyte and for their
financial contributions.
Where to from here? The
Society has moved further
into the digital age with its
popular Facebook page (click
in and LIKE if you haven’t already!) and is working on an
upgrade to its website (due
for release in May).
Digital innovation has
meant a greater reach into
the wider community but
brings a greater workload. It
launched a ‘40 new members
for the 40th year’ campaign
to increase membership and
action. While many people express their interest this needs
to translate into strong and
positive support, particularly from younger Warrandyte
residents. The more members
the Society has the better; the
more members willing to take
on a task even better! The
Society will be at Stiggants
Reserve at the Warrandyte
Festival with their new market canopy (thanks Bendigo
Bank) with a display and
books for sale.
Do you care about preserving and protecting Warrandyte’s, history? If so, do come
and join up there and demonstrate your commitment.
Enquiries: email info@
whsoc.org.au, phone 9844
4176. Facebook: .facebook.
com/warrandytehistoricalsociety. Val Polley is currently secretary of the Warrandyte Historical Society.

I BELIEVE that to create a
home you love, you need to
start at the heart of things
– yourself. Why? Because
fundamentally, your home
reflects all aspects of who
you are and, if both are really in sync with each other,
you are more likely to experience a greater quality of
life and wellbeing.
Consider this. Rather than
get caught up in the latest
styles and what’s ‘on trend’,
(bearing in mind that trends
change) perhaps we are
better served by asking ourselves “What makes me truly happy in a space/room?”
Each of us really does
know this, although sometimes it may not be easy to
access. It may be having a
sense of space, lots of light,
rich textures, bold colours,
clean lines, books everywhere, the smell of beeswax
– you name it. The things
that make you feel, well, at
home, will be as diverse as
we are.
A wonderful American
architect, Anthony Lawlor,
has written beautifully on
this idea of our homes having the potential to nourish
us in many ways. Here’s a
little of what he has to say
when he invites us to “create a home for your soul”.
“A comfortable and beautiful house is vital to your
well-being. A home provides something deeper. It
nurtures and inspires your
soul (and reflecting our)
true natures is the basis for
creating living places filled
with comfort, meaning and
delight.
A home designed from the
core of your being honours
what brings you peace and
makes you come alive. It
encourages the unfolding of
your human journey. If the
outer design of where you
live doesn’t reflect the inner design of who you are,
the most beautiful house in
the world won’t provide a
satisfying home.”
I came across Anthony by
accident and felt as if I had
found a soul mate in my
own work as a home design
coach, and in fact got in
touch via email to say how
much I resonated with his
philosophy. He reinforced
my own beliefs about home
and that the starting point
in creating a home we love
is getting in touch with who
we are and hope to become.
I warmly encourage you
to reflect upon this as you
continue to create your own
home so that it can nurture
and inspire you on every
level.
Deborah Burnett
Home design coach
0408 027 781
love-your-home.com.au
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Your blood under
By SCOTT PODMORE
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Gluten is a compound protein found in all
wheat, barley and rye, causing gut inflammation in at least 80% of the population while
another 30% of the population develops
antibodies against gluten proteins in the gut.
Furthermore, 99% of the population has
the genetic potential to develop antibodies
against gluten.
Gluten’s inflammatory effect in the gut causes intestinal cells to die prematurely and
causes oxidation of those cells. This effect
creates a leaky gut, allowing bacterial proteins and other toxic compounds to get in the
blood stream, which can also lead to autoimmune attacks on the body.
The main problem-causing gluten protein can
be similar in structure to other proteins found
in tissues of organs such as the thyroid or
the pancreas, antibodies against gliadin can
end up attacking those organs and ultimately
cause autoimmune diseases like Hypothyroidism and Type 1 Diabetes.
Gluten is creating havoc in our intestinal tract
by damaging our Villi (hair-like structures
within our intestinal wall) and severely affecting the absorption of the nutrients found in
our food, causing nutrient deficiencies and
health problems.

NO, she’s not a vampire, nor is she dangerous. Quite the
contrary, in fact. Tania Delahoy of Haemanalysis in Wonga
Park is a medical scientist with an integrative approach who
wants to check out your blood in action. It’s all in the name
of a healthier you.
“I love my work,” Tania says. “I’m a science nerd sometimes, but I’m finding people are actually interested in it. I
find it fascinating, of course.”
Using a sophisticated blood-testing program, she puts
together a report that is sent to a naturopath or nutritional
medicine practitioner to help set you on the path to good
health now and into the future.
Tania says it’s simple when it comes to our wellbeing.
“It’s about actively taking part in managing and understanding your own health,” she says. “It’s important to know
what’s going on in the inside.”
This form of blood analysis is quick, non-invasive and an
entertaining experience for a first-timer like me, despite the
fact she dons a white lab coat and starts talking about what’s
going on with my red and white blood cells while peering
into a microscope at 400X magnification.
While things are moving around under her microscope,
they’re also moving around in my head. A little nervy early
on, I start to ask questions.
“Shhhh, I’m on the hunt for a neutrophil that’s moving,” she
says politely and quietly as I sit back wondering whether I
have cancer, rabies, diabetes or something else sinister.
While she adjusts her condenser, I adjust my collar.
“Aha, now there’s a neutrophil,” she says like a birdwatcher
spotting a rare species on a faraway branch. After a minute
or two of silence she brings up a bright light on the slide.
My eyes nearly pop out of my head. What the hell is a neutrophil, I think to myself. And what’s that elongated white
thingy on the computer screen!
She continues: “It’s moving, stretching out and that’s going
to start hunting around for something to eat, something to
phagocytose.”
With that – particularly the last word – I’m wondering how
long I have.
“I don’t diagnose and, no, you’re not going to die,” she says
with a chuckle and reassuring smile. “This is a screening
tool, not a diagnostic one, a highly sensitive process that’s all
about picking up indicators of subtle, early changes influencing your health.”
The blood testing, Tania explains, is particularly useful for
people starting out on a health improvement plan or weight
loss journey so they can see the differences outside, like losing the weight, but also see the differences on the inside: the
healthy changes to their blood.
Before long I rest easy and words like “neutrophil”, “lymphocytes”, and “aggregating platelets” no longer represent in
my mind like menacing little creatures holding pick axes.
Tania, a highly qualified medical scientist with about 20
years experience in Haematology – in particular specialist
blood morphology – has the communicative knack for break-

Madeline Kessler

Here’s the deal. Positive changes are often
noticed immediately after removing wheat
and other gluten containing grains from the
diet. Some health experts suggest removing
gluten from your diet for 14 days, then on the
15th day indulge in gluten and see how you
feel. It is extremely hard to totally eliminate
gluten from the diet, especially if you aren’t
celiac, or gluten intolerant. But it is imperative for our long-term health and wellbeing
to be aware and make the choice to cut
back where possible.

AFTER 20 years of nursing in oncology and palliative care,
Madeline Kessler has seen the limits of pain and suffering.
Her experiences in this industry, coupled with her unique,
intuitive abilities to connect with people, led to the creation of
her own Healthy Mind Coaching business in 2013.
“I’ve always had a real passion to nurture people and to
relieve people’s suffering,” Madeline said.
During her time in oncology nursing, Madeline became increasingly aware of the mental suffering and lack of holistic
care people were experiencing.
For that reason, Madeline wanted to provide a service focused on healing the mind: relieving people of any sadness,
anger, guilt and blame which she had so often witnessed in
her field of work.
“We focus on our physical health; we’re mindful of our appearance, we take care of our hair, our skin, our physical fitness,
but I think now it’s even more important to look at the health
of our mind,” Madeline said.
“I do find there is a big gap within the mental health care
system.”
In 2012, Madeline undertook the study of Neuro-Linguistic
Programming (NLP) which uses a variety of techniques, such as
hypnosis and timeline, to help people tap into the core issues
behind their sadness.

DID YOU KNOW?
Blood has a long road to travel: Laid end to
end, there are about 100,000km of blood vessels in the human body. And the heart pumps
about 8000 litres of blood through those vessels every day.

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC

A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte 9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

Meet our
By STEPHANIE DELLER

MARIE BAKER

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

ing things down and explaining what’s happening.
Through a comprehensive screening assessment and an understanding of the most recent health research, she is able to
give you a clear overview of the results and the importance
of these on your health. A report of findings include two to
four photos with explanations and recommendations sent to
your practitioner who will then work with you to develop a
comprehensive health restoration plan to get well and stay
well.
“It is an ideal screening tool for those wanting to optimise
their health and wellbeing, including athletes, weight loss clients and those people struggling with chronic or unexplained
poor health,” Tania says.
“It is also particularly suitable for children as it is minimally
invasive, and not to mention the fact they love it. Seeing their
blood magnified in front of them is fun and fascinating. It
enables them to have a better understanding of their health,
too.”
To get technical, several different important health parameters are assessed including: nutritional status such as iron,
Vitamin B12 and folate and essential fatty acids; oxidative
stress, or the free radical damage to our DNA which ages
us; inflammation, an important driver of cardio-metabolic
disease and atherosclerosis; gastrointestinal health such
as Leaky Gut Syndrome; immune status, for the right types,
numbers and proportions of white cells; liver stress; and
metabolic health regarding fats and sugars.
“I’m the only medical scientist doing it in conjunction with
natural health practitioners, and I’m probably the only medical scientist who is also mobile. Quite new to this area still,
I just love the Warrandyte community,” says Tania, originally
from Christchurch in New Zealand. “I see private clients here
and in Croydon North, but I’m pretty mobile and do clinic
work and offer this integrative pathology service to stand
alone practitioners and larger clinics.”
What’s the most startling moment for her with what she
knows and what she’s seen?
“My own child, to be honest,” she says. “It wasn’t too serious, but I had a healthy six-year-old child, I test her blood
and I see that she has a nutritional deficiency, most likely
B12 folate. I notice she was showing signs that her blood was
lacking in essential fatty acids, so she needs to be supplemented with B12, folate, iron and fish oil.
“A particular count was up. Given she had no allergies and
in the absence of any other symptoms, for a six-year-old you
would think most likely intestinal worms for her because
I know she had the personal hygiene of a sewer rat, so I
thought great. I had to worm her and the entire family. I took
her to a naturopath to have her assessed. So, for a seemingly
healthy child, this process is great for children.”
Tania points out she has some incredible examples of early
changes that aren’t picked up in routine pathology testing,
a conventional method which covers really broad ranges. A
naturopath or nutritional medicine practitioner will work in a
very narrow range because they want you at optimal health,
she explains.

Natural Therapies Meditation
Workshops Courses Regular Groups
Psychic Art Tarot and Rune Readings
Natural Products Crystals
Books Unique Gifts
256 Yarra St, Warrandyte 03 9844 5294
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the microscope

Blood on the tracks: Tania Delahoy of Haemanalysis.

“I have one example of a 12-year-old girl under the microscope with a very clear iron insufficiency and she went to
a doctor and was in the very normal range. So I went back
to my mentor naturopath and said, ‘Well this doesn’t make
sense to me?’ She looked at the result and said, ‘Oh no,
that’s within normal range but it’s too low’. So she was heading towards iron deficiency. Yet we picked it up before she
became symptomatic.
“Changes were there and the reasons they’re not picked up
in the routine testing is because such fine, subtle changes
aren’t detected on the machine and they make blood films
on very few of those. So they don’t do a blood film on everybody and that’s where you see the fine, subtle changes. In
those it’s fixed and stained whereas this way I’m doing it it’s
live: you’re actually seeing the shape of the red blood cells

without them being collected
into an anticoagulant tube, then
delayed getting to the lab and
then put through the machine
fixed and stained – so there’s a
lot that happens to red blood
cells.
“Whereas what I do is live, right
before your very eyes, testing
live blood cells.”
With a science background, Tania has kind of put one foot over
the fence for a more integrative
approach. It’s a conscientious
decision.
“It is just a slight shift in direction, really. I’m really passionate
about integrative medicine so
it’s a great way of combining my
clinical haematology experience
with my love of integrative medicine,” she says.
So, when all is said and done,
what are the most common early
signs Tania sees? “Inflammation
is the most common, of varying
degrees, of course. I’ve seen a
49-year-old woman who is in a
sedentary job but had a reasonable diet, 25kg overweight and
didn’t exercise, who had a really
marked inflammatory picture –
she was a walking heart attack!
“We could see she had a lot of
red cell aggregation and fibrin,
her blood was going to start clotting a lot easier, really full-on telltale signs. But her glucose was
normal and her cholesterol was
normal. She was not happy, but
I had to tell her she really had to
get back to the naturopath, lose
weight, clean up her diet and exercise because it was quiet
serious.
“I also had another man in his 40s with a history of previous heart attacks who had a mild inflammatory picture but
quite marked platelet aggregation – it showed a very high
platelet count and they were clumping together very quickly
and easily in the blood testing. Looking down the microscope I could see his platelet count was much higher than
what the blood machine was testing. There’s a direct correlation between heart attacks and strokes and platelet aggregation. Interestingly one of the simple treatments for it is high
dose fish oil and that’s what his practitioner put him on.”
To make an appointment call Tania on 0423 077 033. Visit
haemanalysis.com.au or email tania@haemanalysis.com.au

healthy mind coach
“NLP is quite different to counselling work in that we are
looking and addressing more unconscious core issues,” Madeline said.
“That could be an event that may seem unrelated at the time,
but that event has triggered that feeling of sadness within
them.”
By tapping into those core issues, Madeline aimed to help
people shift their mindset so they were no longer burdened
by their feelings of sadness.
While Madeline’s business initially focused on people overcoming grief, her Healthy Mind Coaching evolved to incorporate a spiritual element.
“The difference with my coaching business and other people’s is that I work intuitively as well, so the first session does
incorporate a bit of a reading,” she said.
Of particular importance was also Madeline’s emphasis on
strengthening one’s beliefs, values and feelings of connectedness.
She says this was an integral part of the changing scope of
mental health care: people were yearning for a greater connection to themselves.
“There definitely has been a transformation in terms of what
people want, and it’s possibly because of the age of technology
and social media,” she said.
“People are wanting to build a stronger connection and to be

Reconnect Your Life
AMAZING & AFFORDABLE
hearing aids that will improve your life!

FREE
TO
T R Y!

CALL 9844 5863

SOUL FOOD

honest with themselves, and that can be really challenging – to
stand in your truth and be honest.”
Madeline said one of the best ways to connect with oneself
was to have a firm understanding of your core beliefs and
values.
Often people needed to reassess what they valued in various
aspects of their lives, such as their careers or relationships.
“Creating healthy beliefs and values flows on to your relationships and creates that pathway to have a greater connection,”
she said.
“As human beings we all just want to feel connected and have
that feeling of love.”
Over the years, Madeline has seen her clients reap the benefits
of her Healthy Mind Coaching.
She says everyone has the ability to improve their mental
health, but it is our responsibility to ensure we make it a
priority.
“The greatest joy I get is that moment when people realise
they don’t have to suffer,” Madeline said.
“They can change their story, they can work through, and
they know they can do it again.”
Contact Madeline on 0414 432 143, mkess@outlook.com or
search Healthy Mind Coaching on Facebook.

Healthy
Mind
Coaching
Madeline Kessler
Master Life Coach
Call 0414 432 143
mkess@outlook.com

Massage with healing
Hot rocks, crystals, reiki, reflexology & meditation
ZenQua Tills Drive, Warrandyte

For appointments call Dee 0429 881 103

MAKE
THIS
YOURS
To book an ad in our
health & wellness pages
CALL BRIONY AT THE DIARY 9844 0555
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Agent or online?
Bricks and mor tar travel agent versus online.
What is your take on that?
– Scott, Warrandyte.
I liken this discussion to
comparing eating at McDonald’s against a la carte dining
at a fine dining restaurant.
At McDonald’s you are offered a
simple menu whereas at a fine dining
establishment you have a choice of
interesting taste combinations that
you may not have ever thought of
yourself.
If your needs are simple and you
are happy to take what’s offered by
a robotic search engine then there is
nothing wrong with online booking.
However, if you are looking for more
than just point to point travel and
one hotel then you will benefit from
working with an expert on the other
side of the desk in a bricks and mortar travel agency.
For example: we recently had a
client wanted to go to Malaysia,
Mainland China and Hong Kong.
The online booking sites, as was our
system quoted a fare in the vicinity
of $8000. Our human expertise was
able to apply some creativity, rework
the fare and reduce it by half.
Q: What else do you consider to
be the makings of a great travel
booking experience?
A: A great travel experience starts
the minute you walk in the door and
are greeted by a consultant who
genuinely cares about travel needs.
It is vital your travel professional
gets to know you, knows your likes
and dislikes and works as your best
advocate to provide great holiday
arrangements – tailored to suit your
requirements, taste and budget.
Invariably your consultant has travelled to the destination. They have
great travel tips, can recommend
restaurants and of course the best
places to stay.
I recently travelled to Rajasthan in
India – one of my favourite parts in
the world. The back alley tours in the
cities of Jaipur and Jodhpur provide
a wonderful insight into the vibrant
life that is India – for me these little
gems are a must but rarely promoted!
A reputable travel company takes
pride in providing their clients with
all options enabling them to make
informed choices. Your booking
experience should be almost as enjoyable as the journey itself.
Our travel expert Carolyn is the
manager of Warrandyte Travel
and Cruise. Email her at carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au
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Debi's memories
Our very own
Ethical Girl and
Diary contributor
DEBI SLINGER cast
aside her generous
time running the
Warrandyte Second
Hand Page as well
as taking time out
from her day job to
head to the Middle
East. She shares her
experience

WITH conflict in Syria and refugees
spilling into surrounding countries,
these days tourists are uncertain
about their safety in Jordan and, consequently, taking their holiday dollars
elsewhere.
I have travelled to many countries
while neighbouring hostilities have
continued but never have I seen the
effects so great on a country’s economy
as I have in Jordan.
With an unexpected gap in my calendar and an offer to travel to the Middle
East, I signed up for another Intrepid
Tour knowing they take safety seriously. For two weeks I was privileged
to visit sights and have experiences
such as see T.E. Lawrence’s presumed
desert home, snorkel in the Red Sea,
float in the Dead Sea, and be in awe
of the stunning views to Israel, Saudi
Arabia and Egypt. I also spent nights
camping in Wadi Rum under the stars
(the movie Martian was filmed there),
climbed mountains to watch sunrises,
got up close and personal with camels
and visited local markets to find the
best shawarma.
However, the most worthy time was
meeting the local people who are welcoming, generous and kind. And suffering from the conflict in Syria. Tourism
has dropped by over 50% in the past
five years in Jordan and consequently
hotels are empty and restaurants are
closing.
With so little tourist money coming
into the country, we were treated with
high importance and priority to ensure
we had a safe and enjoyable experience
so we could return to our own country
to spread the good word.
No more was this relevant than in
Petra, Jordan’s biggest attraction, and
worthy of its Ancient Wonder of the
World status and UNESCO World Heritage Site significance.
Although the ‘rose city’ has only
more recently become famous from
the Hollywood movie Indiana Jones
and The Last Crusade (the one with
Sean Connery), it nevertheless has been
on the avid travellers’ bucket lists for
many years.
Petra’s sandstone outcrops were originally carved by the Nabataean people
about 300 BC and by the 1st Century
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from the road to Petra

Diary goes global
AD had become a major trading centre
and home to 30,000 people.
In the mid 3rd century the civilisation declined due to earthquakes that
destroyed buildings and damaged the
important water systems. Another
earthquake in 551 AD saw Petra abandoned with only local Bedouins living
nearby for centuries, until Swedish
adventurer Johann Burkhardt rediscovered it in 1812.
The Treasury is the iconic feature of
Petra located 2km from the entry gate,
downhill on a well-defined path until
you reach the Siq (shaft) where enormous rock outcrops shoot skyward as
high as 80m, and at some parts only
three metres wide, with streaks of sun
giving light and texture to the most
exceptional Wonder of the World that
I’ve travelled to.
After around 40 minutes of exploring the Siq, my guide asked me to
walk along the left side of the chasm,
look down and see if I could spot the
carvings. After 10 metres of not seeing
anything, he said “look up” and there it
was. That first magical glimpse of The
Treasury. It was a touching way to have
your first glimpse of this breathtaking
place.
However, with tourism numbers low,
The Treasury was virtually empty of
people which meant a good opportunity to take photos with no one in front of

the façade but not good for the traders
and vendors. Speaking with the staff at
the information centre I was told there
were under 400 visitors to the site that
day, somewhat less than the 5000 who
would have visited five years ago.
Despite Jordan’s government consistent work of preserving and conserving
Petra with excellent facilities that cater
for everyone, the hostilities to the north
are encumbering visitors.
As I left Petra on the second day, I
recorded a brief 10-second video of the
sound of horse hooves clip-clopping
with their cart through the Siq, one
that will stay with me forever but also
the memory of abandonment of such a
beautiful country.
January was an ideal time to explore Petra with sunny days but cool
temperatures. There were plenty of
opportunities to investigate the many
walking tracks that take you high above
the tombs and temples or chat with
the locals enjoying a cup of Bedouin
tea. A visit to The Monastery is a must
but the walk up is serious and not for
the faint-hearted. Beware donkeys
carrying tourists, too, which in itself is
a treacherous act to undertake.
After three days in Petra I left with
great photos, beautiful memories of
the people and a sadness of the perils
of war.
Visit www.debislinger.com/petra

THE Warrandyte Diary certainly has been making its presence felt all across the globe in the
past two years and we thank you, our loyal readers, for continuing to send in your Diary Goes
Global photographs.
This month we haven’t ventured too far afield,
but still overseas nonetheless, as Paul and Jake
Van der Zant caught up on all the local news and
goss while overlooking the Great Lake in the Tas-

manian Highlands.
Send your entries to info@warrandytediary.com.
au with “Diary Goes Global” in the subject line
with your name, address and a brief description
of your photo.
The winner will score a weekend in a cabin at
Crystal Brook Tourist Park for a weekend away
“just around the corner”.
For more visit www.cbtp.com.au

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

The only place to stay in
a cabin, in a caravan or
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover
‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!
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Limoncello, rum tasting and food treats
and concepts, so stay tuned. The
cook book from the last event is
still available for sale with a few
copies left, so make sure you get
yours by either contacting Briony
at the Diary office on 9844 0555
or check Quinton’s IGA and other
participating stores around town.

NOW And Not Yet Café are quick
off the mark when opportunity
presents, and the café’s crew
made sure they caught a quick
snap of food celeb Gary Mehigan
recently to share on Facebook.
If you didn’t already know,
Mehigan is an English-Australian
chef, restaurateur and a judge of
the Network Ten series MasterChef Australia. While at Olivigna
recently he asked a staff member:
“Where can I get the best coffee
in Warrandyte?”
While little did he know there
were plenty of great options for
great coffee, he was pointed to
one of the best - Now And Not Yet
in Yarra Street.

with Basil Fettucine
OLIVIGNA, Warrandyte’s
award-winning winery, olive
grove and restaurant, has just
released its first handcrafted
liqueur – a wonderfully fresh limoncello.
It’s made with the estate’s own
lemons and alcohol which is produced at the onsite distillery.
As for the recipe? That’s a closely guarded secret of cofounder
Anna Gallo who will reveal more
in the next issue of the Diary, including an exclusive cocktail for
you to make at home. Salute!

GET your tastebuds ready for
Warrandyte Cellars’ first special
event for the year on Thursday
March 17 to be held in conjunction with Diplomatico, one of the
best rums in the world.
Five other Diplomatico varietals
will also be open for tasting on
the evening featuring this splendid drop from Venezuela. Finger
Food will also be served and the
event will take place from 7pm
to 9pm with a $10 cover charge,
but be quick! There are only 30
places available so you’ll need to
get in fast and email the team at
warrandytecellars@bigpond.com
to express your interest and book.
John Raphael from Emporium
Distributors has provided the
tasting notes for the evening of
“discovery and decadence”.

Clockwise: Olivigna's Limoncello; Ben Cooper from Chin Chin; Gary
Mehigan; Diplomatico rum; and the Grand Hotel crew with Rob Dolan.

DID someone say hot cinnamon
donuts? You bet they did – it’s
the gang from Quinton’s IGA who
have decided to bring in one of
those fancy machines that create
the heavenly sweets in just minutes.

It’s an unmissable event for lovers of rum.

NOT one to let his staff get rusty
on their food and beverage nous,
Grand Hotel Warrandyte manager
Peter Appleby occasionaly takes

his pub staff on excursions for
some career development.
A crew from the Grand had a
tour and tasting at Rob Dolan
Wines in Delaneys Road in South
Warrandyte.
“It was an educating afternoon for
all with the winery in the middle
of vintage and our guys got to see

the winery in full operation,” Peter told the Diary.
PLANS are underway for this
year’s The Great Warrandyte
Cook-up Mark II after organisers
chowed down at Olivigna recently
and discussed some new ideas

MELBOURNE restaurant Chin
Chin, driven by executive chef
and Warrandyte’s own Ben Cooper, has won the award for Tastiest Pork Dish in Asia at the Chowzter Asia Awards 2015, beating a
strong field of pork dishes from
across Asia.
The caramelised sticky pork dish
has been a big hit with diners at
Chin Chin ever since it appeared
on the menu since the early days.
“To win is amazing,” big Ben

Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years

Do you suffer from back pain?
Does it affect your normal activities?
DON’T let back pain run your life!
Here at Warrandyte Osteopathy we TREAT back pain!
Whether it is caused by muscle tightness, joint sprains
or nerve irritation we treat it all.

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko
Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Come in for an assessment and treatment and let us
help you!
To make a booking please call the clinic on 9844 2465
or go online to www.osteopathymelbourne.org and
book online.
We also have a clinic in Ringwood, located at 35
Warrandyte Road, Ringwood.
Shop 2, 90-92
Melbourne Hill Road
Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)
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Music to our ears
MAINLY Music at St Stephen’s Warrandyte celebrated its fourth birthday recently in
fine fashion.
Do your children enjoy singing and dancing? Looking for an engaging, quality activity
to enjoy with your little one? The Mainly Music team encourages you to join them on
Thursday mornings at 10am at St Stephen’s Anglican Church, Stiggant St, Warrandyte.
Mainly Music is a fun music group for parents or primary care givers to enjoy together
with their young child. Throughout the morning, children develop gross and fine motor
skills, language, imagination, mathematical and pre-reading skills as well as creating the
opportunity to socialise with others. “There is always something exciting happening at
Mainly Music – last year we had a visit from Santa on the fire truck,” Rev Maria Brand
told the Diary. Mainly Music is run by volunteers from St Stephen’s Anglican Church,
Warrandyte. Visit bit.ly/1Tt2vbW

Molly the little Trouble maker
“This book is dedicated to my
Mum who was diagnosed with
breast cancer in 2012. I hope that
I can help find a cure one day
so that no other Mums need to
be that brave and that no other
kids need to see their Mum in that
much pain. My Mum believes that
regardless of the hurdles we face
in life, family, love, courage and
strength can always be achieved.”
- Molly Sizer, 11

ST ANNE’S Primary School student
and Warrandyte 11-year-old Molly
Sizer has written and illustrated her
first book in honour of mum Shelley’s
battle with breast cancer.
“I’m proud of mum for being so
brave,” Molly told the Diar y last
week. “And two of my favourite
things at school are writing and art
so I really enjoyed doing this,” she
pointed out about her book that
follows the adventures of her and
her real life dog Moet. The book was
also put together for Zara, Molly’s
buddy at school.
T h e Wa rr a n d y t e c o m m u n i t y
is invited to attend and support
Molly’s cause at the official book
launch of Trouble, which will take
place on Sunday March 20 from
2pm-5pm in the Chandelier Room at
the Grand Hotel Warrandyte. Along
with the sale of the book for $29.95,
there will also be show bags full
of donations from generous local
businesses as well as breast cancer
research collection tins. Proceeds
from the book will be donated to
Breast Cancer Australia.
Among the many wonderful local
businesses donating to the cause
are Warrandyte Community Bank,
the Grand Hotel Warrandyte, War-

randyte Lollies & Treats, Earth’s
Choice, Fletcher’s Real Estate, Your
Indulgence Skin Clinic, Lombards
Nunawading, Indian Affair and Cocoa
Moon Café.
With a beautiful big smile and much
excitement surrounding her grand
entrance into the literary world,
Molly points out there were some
really tough times beforehand that
she wouldn’t wish upon any other
child or family.
“It was in 2012 after we had a big
camping trip and we were having so
much fun,” Molly said. “Mum started
getting really sick and couldn’t get
up in the mornings. Then she was
rushed to hospital in an ambulance

one day. It was really scary to hear
mum had breast cancer.
“We went to the guidance councilor
at school and mum explained she
was always going to get better in the
end. She was really brave.”
For mum Shelley life suddenly
became incredibly different … and
difficult: after being diagnosed in
2012 she endured chemotherapy and
radiation treatment, had a double
mastectomy, which failed and she
ended up in ICU for two weeks. Her
body was rejecting everything foreign in what was one of the toughest
years of her life. Yet where there’s a
will and the power of love from and
for two beautiful children in Molly

and her younger brother Charlie,
there was a way forward.
“I literally hit a brick wall,” Shelley
said. “But I was always going to get
better. I’m in remission now. I’m
so proud of Molly and what she’s
achieved and the foreword in the
book is really moving for me.”
In true Warrandyte spirit, the
community rallied upon hearing of
Shelley’s battle. St Anne’s Primary
School were “incredibly supportive”,
not only in supporting Molly’s dream
to be a published author, but also
in coming to the aid of one of their
families going through tough times.
“We received a hamper from St
Anne’s full of cookies, wine and pudding along with lots of other items,”
a bright-eyed Molly said, before
Shelley explained how friends and
neighbours also helped in all sorts
of special ways.
“Every day out the front door
someone would leave us dinner - pasta, noodles, lasagna, muffins and so
on. There was an Esky out the front
and each day it would be filled up,”
Shelley said.
Rather than go back to her old
marketing job, Shelley has chosen
a different path – hairdressing. She
now runs her budding business, Warrandyte Mobile Hairstylist & Home
Studio, from home.
“I guess one of the biggest things
for me and the kids was when a
girlfriend of mine took me to a hairdresser to have my hair cut, which
was fine and not so traumatic …
until it started falling out in clumps,”
Shelley told the Diary.
“So I guess one of the reasons for
me choosing hairdressing was for
the work/life balance in being here

for the kids. And I realised it was
something I could do for myself in
my own time and went straight into
a course. I finish the course in June.
“One of the big things I love from
it is the other day I did this ponytail
donation for breast cancer research.
It’s all to do with hair. I volunteer in
the oncology unit at Epworth; there
are a lot of women who go through
this aspect of battling breast cancer,
and this is part of Molly’s thoughts
for her second book - what’s it like
for a person going through breast
cancer but also from a child’s perspective. So I’ve got two booked in
and one at the hospital, I just take
my broom and shovel. For me it’s all
about the connection and knowing
what it’s all about first-hand makes
it easier to connect with people who
are going through it.
“The ultimate reward for me from a
hairdresser’s perspective is going in
to do their hair: I can cry with them
or at them, but really understand
what it’s like to not only lose your
womanhood but your hair, too.”
As for Molly, is she famous at
school?
“No, they just treat me like Molly,
nothing special,” she says modestly.
“But Charlie my brother thinks it’s
pretty special and there’s a display
in the window at school about me
being author, so that’s really cool.”
Trouble is available for $29.95
with a percentage of profits going to
Breast Cancer Australia. Either purchase the book at the official launch
at the Grand Hotel Warrandyte on
March 20 or contact Shelley 0410
637 863. Find more information on
the official Facebook page – search
for Molly Sizer Author.

Come and visit Warrandyte High
WARRANDYTE High School is
open to the public on Thursday
March 17 from 4pm-6pm and
6.45pm-8pm for school tours and
an information session at 6.15pm.
You will have the opportunity to
view and discuss what the school
describes as excellent academic
results, student leadership opportunities, sister school in China
exchange program, a wide range
of VCE acceleration opportunities,
extensive sporting program, dynamic musical productions, broad
VET offerings and a wonderful
maker space.
Meanwhile, student Claire Bice
is Warrandyte Lions Youth of
the Year and runner up is also a
Warrandyte High School student,
Luan Phillip-Owens.
Both students took part in a
process that included writing
an application, experiencing an
interview followed by answering
on-the-spot questions, and speaking in front of Warrandyte Lions
members for five minutes on a

In the Nic of time
By THOMAS (Year 6)

Aye, aye, captains: School leaders Tylar Findlay and Ben Willis.

subject of their choice.
Warrandyte Lions Art Scholarship this year was awarded to
Georgia Coutts. Each year the

Lions Club of Warrandyte assists
a student in their first year of
university with a substantial monetary reward.

WARRANDYTE Primary School students were excited when a
former student came to talk about his experiences as a published
illustrator.
Nic George came all the way from California to Warrandyte to
talk about his book, The Power of Henry’s Imagination, and how
he did his powerful illustrations.
Nic’s book has been written in 12 languages and sold all around
the world. He uses real materials to make maximum effect in his
illustrations.
Nic has become successful and is thinking of writing another
book, and he has even started doing an animation. He was a great
inspiration to all of us.

30 Warrandyte Diary

March 2016

One beautiful Day
obituary
Tribute by Jamie Day read by Jamie at
Lilydale Memorial Gardens 19/02/16.
Jamie is Ron Day’s son.
THANK you everyone for coming
today. I know Dad wouldn’t have
wanted all the fuss. However, here
we all are.
Looking around the room is a testament to the wonderful man that
was my father.
So what do you say about the man
Ron Day? A man who could talk to
anyone on any level and debate
almost any topic.
There are many words that could
describe Dad. Well read, fair, reasonable, intelligent, articulate, a
husband, a father, a grandfather but
most of all, my best friend.
As a child I remember the sound
of the ACCO starting up in the early
hours of the morning and arriving
late at night. If not that, then it was
swearing and tools hitting the shed
floor as a repair was made for the
next day’s deliveries. A man who’s
work ethic is a forgotten attribute!
As most of you all realise there was
always a project with Dad and never
enough time to finish it. Dad always
said if you're disorganised you're
always busy! Maybe there is a lesson
in there for all of us.
I could write a book on “Quotes by
Ronno” and I’m sure it would outsell
“Shit my Dad says”, for those of you
who know the book!
I remember speaking to him from
Indonesia and telling him how great
we were doing financially.
“We’re living like kings,” I said to
which he answered: “Why don’t you
live like a prince and put a bit in your
pocket!" Always a leveller to bring me
down to earth.
I rolled his beloved Massey Ferguson onto his Falcon ute. After
the dressing down that I rightly
deserved, we walked across to Gallatly’s Lane, he winked at me and
said, “Go get the camera.” Lesson
learnt nothing more to be said. That
was Dad's way.
We sometimes borrowed his motorbikes when we were younger, not
necessarily legally. He laughed about
it later, it was much, much later.
Screaming around in the Commer
van. Dad yelling at us: “That thing
wouldn’t pull a fart off a shit.”
I had the privilege of travelling to
Turkey with Dad and sitting in a boat
off the coast of Gallipoli looking at
the beach his father fought on so
many years before.
One of the few times I ever saw
him express emotion, I am so lucky
to have known him and spent time
with him for so many more years
than he had the chance to with his
own father.
My wife Annie and our three beautiful girls have been able to travel
with my parents, sit with our kids
on beaches in the Philippines; travel
through Europe looking at the wonders of Rome, Milan and old cities
in France whilst listening to Dad
explain the history of these places
to our children.
He also had to explain how he put
diesel in a petrol car! Probably the
hardest thing he has ever had to do!

obituary

Farewell Keith

Jamie Day [Ron’s son] with his
daughter Kianie aged 9.
Pictures: BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY

Maybe that’s a story for later.
He wondered at history and was
amazed by the world in general.
The Soil Shop was the proving
ground for our relationship.
After Dad decided it was a good
idea to go to the auction for the
Soil Shop and then subsequently
purchase it, he was dragged kicking
and screaming into the computer age
and our years at the Soil Shop were
tumultuous at times to say the least.
It wasn’t always an easy road but we
got there in the end.
After some time he finally agreed
to pay me! His quote was: “Jamie has
finally learnt the value of a dollar.”

I think I always knew the value, it
was just he never gave it to me!
It was these great few years which
forged the friendship between Cameron and myself.
Mum soldiered on with the computer age whilst Dad bowed three
times to Windows 95 then went on to
deliver the next load of crushed rock.
A lot of my friends spent a great
deal of time at Pound Bend and
experienced the hospitality of Mum
and Dad.
Michael and Jacqui were both accepted as one of Mum and Dad's own
at different times.
There are so many stories of how

Dad touched different people's lives,
but no time to recount them here
today.
There will be no filling the void that
has been left behind since Dad has
gone, so all I can do is try to fill it with
all the great memories that I have.
He was constantly steering me in
the right direction throughout my
life, which at times made no sense,
although as I matured, a point on
which some may disagree, his advice
and wisdom became clear.
He was a special man, a rough
exterior with a heart of gold and
for those of us who knew him we’re
better off for it.

KEITH and Bobbi Wilson arrived
in Warrandyte in 1954, making
their home in Magpie Lane.
They had two children Craig and
Lindi and moved to Webb Close
in the early 1970s. Keith’s community involvement and service
spanned his entire life, his dedication to helping others and giving
back to the community was inspiring, though he was never one to
talk about it.
While living in Warrandyte he
was president of the local welfare
service and started providing
Meals on Wheels for Warrandyte citizens. He was president
of the Warrandyte Tennis Club
for 25 years, on the committee
of Warrandyte Badminton Club
and a member of the Warrandyte
Football Club, playing in the 1958
premiership and kicking the winning goal.
Keith served as a Doncaster and
Templestowe councillor from 1958
to 1961. As president and treasurer of the Warrandyte Liberal
Party, he was respected by many
of his political opponents. After
the 1962 fires he became president of the Warrandyte Rural Fire
Brigade.
He was on the Advisory Council
for Ringwood and Norwood High
Schools and president of the Warrandyte Scouts, a trustee of the
Anderson Creek Cemetery and
played a leading role in the Uniting Church.
Keith and Bobbi enjoyed a wonderful social life in Warrandyte
and made many lifelong friends,
however in 1988 they decided to
move north to Nambucca Heads
and Keith’s community service
continued on with him becoming
president of the Nambucca Heads
Tennis Club only two weeks after
his arrival! Keith was on the radio weekly reporting on the Nambucca Valley Council meetings,
became very involved in various
other community roles and pursued his interests in pottery and
reflexology.
In 1995 Keith and Bobbi
returned to Victoria to the
beachside town of Mt Martha and
soon after enjoyed the arrival of
their granddaughter Eliza. Keith
devoted much time to supporting
the widows and families of ex service personnel through Legacy. He
became president of Probus and
through Dromana Tennis Club
coached disadvantaged youth. He
was also involved once again in
several other community organisations.
Keith was recognised for his outstanding community contributions
with a Commonwealth Recognition Award for Senior Australians
in 2000.
Keith sadly passed away on January 21, 2016. He was always the
first one to offer a hand to anyone
in need and encouraged everyone
to participate and be the best they
could be. He was a true gentleman
and will be greatly missed by his
family and friends. We are all better people for having known him.
- LISA COULTON on behalf of the
family
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Venom does America

By MICHAEL DI PETTA

IT’S still very early days, but excitement is building in the Warrandyte
basketball community about the
announcement of a US tour in 2017.
Venom players born in the years 2000
and 2001 will have the opportunity to
take part in the Junior Varsity tour
in January of 2017, and early interest
has been excellent, according to
director of coaching Nicole Howard.
“If numbers are any indication, I
think we will be taking two boys
teams and a girls team," says coach
Nicole.
"There has been a lot of interest,
the age group we are aiming at, a
lot of those kids are really into their
basketball,” says Nicole.
The initial interest meeting was
held late last month and attendees
learned details of the trip, which included match play, sight-seeing and
chances to see NBA action.
“The trip we are looking at would
include stops in Texas, California and
Oklahoma City. Normally we tie in a
few NBA games, a couple of NCAA
games and then ice hockey and American football as well. There is a Junior
Varsity tournament that takes place
in Texas and we want to compete
in that, and we are looking at about
seven or nine games per team each
over the 19-day tour,” Nicole says.
The tour isn’t only basketball focused, and is more of a “sports
lovers fest” according to Nicole. The
trip would most likely see the crew
visit the Dallas Mavericks stadium,
but also places like Disneyland.
Better yet, there are nights allotted
in which players will be billeted to
stay with players from America and
gain a taste of the lifestyle through
living with them and their families.
The trip is also welcome to parents
as much as the kids, as the club
looks to open up the option to full
families. Overall, the organisation
is just pleased to be able to offer a
Warrandyte exclusive tour of the US.
“The last one we did as a full club
was in 2013, in 2015 we had some
Warrandyte kids who went as a
collaboration with other clubs, like
Latrobe. So it’s nice to be able to
offer our own again,” says Nicole.

Cool, calm and collected: A Warrandyte
Redbacks junior gets set to nail a two-pointer.
Picture: SCOTT PODMORE

Gold medals for
Fraser & Ryan
By NICOLE HOWARD

DYNAMIC duo Fraser Trenfield and
Ryan Holloway have received the
ultimate prize returning from the
Australian Junior Basketball Championships as gold medallists.
Fraser (a Warrandyte Venom
U18s player) and Ryan (a Warrandyte Basketball Association
coach) were selected last year as
representatives of the Ivor Burge

Victoria Metro Men’s side, as player
and assistant coach respectively.
The Ivor Burge Championship is an
open age state competition and what
makes Fraser’s involvement quite
remarkable is that he stands at about
198cm (6’6” in the old scale) but is
still only 15-years-old, with more
growth likely.
For the pair, this was a major
honour and certainly quite a feather in the cap for Warrandyte Basketball’s program and reputation.
After months of preparation, Fraser
and Ryan began participation in
eight days of competition in Ipswich,

Queensland, battling it out with other states and territories. After fierce
competition, Fraser and Ryan were
able to advance to the final dance; a
faceoff with South Australia for the
gold medal.
Victoria was able to defeat South
Australia by 14 points in a fantastic
result for the Ivor Burge side, as well
as Fraser and Ryan respectively.
The commitment required by
those involved in the state program is substantial, and the medal paid testament to Fraser and
Ryan, as well as families and supporters, who committed them-

selves wholly to the process.
Special acknowledgement also needs
to be made of Julie Quinton, owner
of Quinton’s Supa IGA Warrandyte,
and Member for Warrandyte Ryan
Smith, who kindly offered to sponsor
Fraser after his state selection was
announced.
The community support for Fraser
was overwhelming, with nothing
more impressive then local figures
donating time and money to allow a
player to compete at an elite level,
and now locals can celebrate the
success of Fraser and Ryan, as well
as a Victorian gold medal win.

Championship season is in for Little Aths
By ED MUNKS

Catch me if you can: U6 girl Indi Travis from Kangaroo Ground laps it up at Little Aths.

ATHLETICS season championships are in full
swing for Warrandyte and Park Orchards athletes, who have notched some terrific results
in recent major competitions.
With competitors in the Victorian Youth
Championships, Little Athletics Eastern Metropolitan Championships and the Athletics
Victoria Shield Final, East Doncaster Little
Athletics has stamped itself as a powerhouse
on the scene in past months.
It was the Abbey Caldwell and Nicole Reynolds show at the Victorian Youth Championships held in South Melbourne. Abbey,
a 14-year-old runner competing in the U16
grading, claimed silver in the 3000m event,
before following it up with a gold in the
1500m with a time of 4 minutes 39.42 seconds, surging ahead just before the finish
line.
Nicole Reynolds also competed out of her
age group, running with the U18s despite being only 16. Despite that, she won the 100m
hurdles category, even recording a personal
best time of 13.8 seconds. In doing that,
Nicole also achieved an U18 World Youth
qualifying time in the event, but unluckily,
this year the event will be running only for
U20s, not U18s.
However, Nicole is scheduled to compete
in sunny Perth this March for the National
Australian Championships, once again in the
100m hurdles event.
More runners had success in the Athletics
Victoria Shield Final. Hugh Parrott ran well
in the U16 800m event, finishing strong in
sixth place with a quick time of 2.06 minutes.
Under 18 up and coming middle distance
runner Emily Sharpe knocked off her personal best time by a second in the 800m final to
take another solid sixth place.
Nicole Reynolds starred again in the AV
Shield event, clocking a time of 25.66 sec-

onds in the 200m final to finish second
overall, and also teamed up with Samantha
O’Connell and Emily Sharpe to run second in
the 4x400m relay. This result gave the club a
first place overall over Diamond Valley in the
U18 section of the event.
Results didn’t stop there, with East Doncaster competitors also performing well
in the recently held Little Athletics Eastern Metropolitan Championships at the
Nunawading track. In perfect conditions,
Marchella Rusciano-Barrow won a silver
medal in the U14 girls 80m hurdles, with her
quickest ever time of 13.27 seconds. Younger
sister Odette was not to be outdone in her
first major competition, winning bronze in
the U9 60m hurdles race and grabbing a top
eight place in the long jump.
Best yet was her display in the 80m sprint,
finishing the race smiling and with only
one shoe after a fall. Others to do well were
Abbey Caldwell, who won gold in both the
800m and 1500m, Ben Munks grabbed a
silver medal in the U15 javelin, as well as a
sixth in the 1500m final.
Teammate Hugh Parrott was a silver medallist in the discus with a mighty heave of 31.2
metres, and also snared bronze in both the
400m (56.31 seconds) and in the 800m (2
minutes 13 seconds).
In the U11s “The Fast” Parrott, Matthew,
won two silver medals in the 100m (14.4 seconds), 200m (29.38 seconds) and a bronze
medal in the 800m (2 minutes 38 seconds).
Lachlan Parrott also competed in the long
jump and triple jump, recording distances
of 3.38 metres and 8.27 metres respectively.
These young athletes have qualified for the
state championships, which are to be held
later in the month at Lakeside Stadium.
For more information on joining East Doncaster Little Athletics, contact director of
coaching Peter Sharpe on 0413 777 107.
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Young Bloods lead charge
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

BACKING up a triple premiership
year is no easy task, especially
when having to deal with significant personnel changes. Losing a
head coach and 26 players across
the three sides that won flags is
not exactly the ideal start to a title
defence.
While that information has left the
community slightly less confident
about season 2016 prospects,
but the mood at the club is by no
means flat – just ask new head
coach Peter Muscat, who says
Bloods fans should be ready to get
behind the boys for what looks to
be an entertaining 2016.
“I’m excited. Also I feel that with a
club coming up and winning three
flags, there’s going to be some
expectations, and we are looking
forward to the challenge. Looking
at the list last night, 26 boys from
last year are gone, and that’s a fair
whack, but it gives opportunities
to the younger guys, and with the
drills and scratch matches we’ve
been having it’s been those young
guys leading the way,” Muscat says.
Big names including star ruckman
David Hand, as well as big-bodied
midfielder Josh Barrett, are just a
couple of the key seniors to depart.
But there have already been key
youngsters identified in training
who may well be able to fill the
void.
“Young Scott Ternes has been
really good, he’s a solid boy and
should be able to play a role. Sean
Bowers is another young guy who’s
been great, and Charlie Johnson
who played defence last year in the
reserves, he’s looked really good
too,” Muscat says.

Furthermore, the star young
midfield duo of James Appleby
and Chris Tout have been training
with VFL sides and are sure to only
learn and improve from that experience.

Also key to the Bloods’ pre-season have been imports to replace
those who have moved on, including top ups to the ruck and
midfield.
“We’ve brought in Michael Cul-

lum from Templestowe, he’ll be an
onballer, and we will have him in
rotations as a rover and put him up
with Jimmy Appleby. We also have
Nathan Grimes who’s had a year
or two off, but previously played

at Hurstbridge, and he will come in
as a bit of a replacement for Dave
Hand,” Muscat says.
Most important for Muscat is
allowing the young players time
to develop, and creating a style of
football which allows Warrandyte
to remain competitive in the higher
division.
“I’m really looking at the internal
development and bringing the
young kids through. If you get
young boys playing together and
you’ve got them for a long time,
you can really make something
happen.
“Spending time under Denis Knight
for a couple of years, he’s been a
very successful player and coach,
and I spent a good couple of years
taking in a lot of information. The
difference from Division 1 to Division 3 is the quickness of the game,
and there’s some of the Warrandyte game style I want to keep, but
there’s stuff of my own I want to
bring in too,” Muscat said.
Certainly, speed is going to be an
emphasis, and Muscat has identified moving the ball faster, lowering
eyes and getting the ball quickly
into forward targets as key to the
club’s success.
With Scoresby first up for Warrandyte in season 2016, the three
Bloods teams are set to face a
tough test.
“They have come down from Division 2, three years ago they were a
Division 1 team. There ground isn’t
a big ground, we are playing them
away and we don’t want to defend.
We are just focused on getting that
first game under our belt and seeing how we go.”

All about the kids for junior Bloods in ‘16
By SARAH DREW

IT’S all about the kids – that’s the
motto for Warrandyte Junior Football Club this season as the club
aims to bring players, staff and the
wider community together. Warrandyte Juniors got their season off to
the ideal start with the club launch
at Clifford Park on February 21,
which went off without a hitch in
perfect weather.
Practice matches have already been
scheduled for April 10 at Warrandyte
Reserve, a little over a month away.
Coaches for the new season have
also been announced. Dave Greenstreet and Michael Hodgson are to
take charge of the U8s, while John
Rogan will lead the U9s.
David Boell has been handed the
reins for the U10 side, and Trent
Ferguson heads up the U11s.
Travis Reddaway and Peter Sharpe
will coach the U12s and U13s respectively, and Owen Humphris and
Andrew Wallace will join forces to
look after the U14 outfit.
Finally, Eugene Hansen has been
charged with taking care of the U15s
and Mark Trewella will lead the Warrandyte Colts into battle.
Registrations are still possible, so
if players or volunteers are interested they should not hesitate to contact a committee member or coach.
Visit warrandytejfc.org
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Danger man:
Brady Poole storms in.

with CHRIS SHARP

Let’s go out to eat
IT may sound mundane, ordinary, and so inconsequential that the average person
wouldn’t understand the fear
it brings to many of my clients,
but eating out at a restaurant
still throws them into a panic.
Some people I know won’t
eat anywhere they don’t know
how the food’s been prepared
and, for them, there’s a mental
barrier to cross when it comes
to eating on the go.
There are others who basically
eat clean nearly every day and
simply abstained from 'nonclean' foods, then went and
binged as soon as they got the
chance to, hence, restaurant
eating is not always easy from a
psychological standpoint.
This can be overcome though
and I'll run through two different
ways of going about it.
Option 1: the “strict” approach
“Strict” in this sense doesn’t
mean having to stick to your
meal plan, only ordering chicken breast or lean steak, along
with grilled veggies, or sitting
there sipping on a Diet Coke or
mineral water while everyone
around you eats delicious food.
Rather, it means going for a
meal, but doing your best to
hit your ideal amount of macros
(short for macronutrients, proteins, fats, and carbohydrates).
The first step to take here is
to plan the rest of your day’s
nutrition around your meal out.
If you know, for instance, that
you’ll be going somewhere
like an Italian restaurant, then
chances are your meal will be
pretty carb-heavy, with pizza,
pasta or bread, so you’re best
served to make the rest of your
day’s food a little lower carb.
Likewise, it’s difficult to find
low-fat options at a burger joint
(even if you go bun-less and skip
the fries, you’ll still have a fatty
burger, maybe some cheese, or
sauces) so keep your fat lower
during the day.
Option 2: Not-so-strict approach
This option is to be a lot more
flexible. Whether people are
aiming for muscle gain or slow,
steady fat loss, or those just
looking after their health, you
should stick firmly to these tips.
Be calorie conscious
That doesn’t mean you have
to precisely count every single
calorie you eat, or scour menus
and websites before going out,
but look for easy ways you can
save calories. Perhaps you skip
the bread that’s put on the table when everyone sits down?
Maybe you go for two courses
instead of three, order low-fat
cheese on your pizza, or a chicken burger instead of beef.
The key is to enjoy yourself,
and have flexibility, without
going overboard.
Another top tip is to always
pick something with protein in
it. Eating mindfully is a big one
too – do you really need to gorge
as much as everyone else, or are
you better off just eating what
you fancy, but stopping when
you’re full? Additionally, go a bit
more moderate during the day,
perhaps by cutting your carbs
a little, skipping your first meal
of the day, or even burning off
a few extra calories with a short
interval session at some point..

Warrandyte juniors
field strong teams
highlight was chasing down 172 runs
against Montrose to finish 4/186, an
innings that included seven sixes
and 17 fours.
This rapid club development
owes a lot to the efforts of players
who have also toiled away playing
senior cricket in the afternoons
across various grades, from the
Second XI right down to the Sixths.
Darcy Poole, Ben Jackson and Bailey Bowyer have also done WCC
proud, earning places in representative teams for the U16 age group.
The club also wishes to recognise
the dedication of junior coordinator
Chris “Jacko” Jackson, who has been
an outstanding clubman. A growth
from two teams to eight in a short
amount of time is no coincidence,
and a lot of that is owed to the efforts
of “Jacko”.

By JANIE LAWSON

IT’S been another terrific year for
the Warrandyte Junior Cricket Club,
with a record eight teams competing
during the 2015/16 season. With
over 100 boys and girls registered,
Warrandyte has become one of the
biggest junior cricket clubs in the
Ringwood District Cricket Association. The major strength for the club
has been the efforts of outstanding
coaches and team managers, who
have worked tirelessly to develop
an entertaining and constructive
environment.
Supporters of the U10 White side
have never been disappointed. Fans
have witnessed spectacular catches,
impressive fielding performances,
individual batting and bowling
efforts and celebrations worthy
of champions. Most memorable
perhaps was the effort that saw the
side win all three games in the first
round robin tournament. The kids
were exhausted, but exhilarated by
their own performance.
Meanwhile, the U10 Red side gelled
well on and off the field, with a mix of
first time players quickly befriending
a few seasoned campaigners. This
camaraderie made for enjoyable
trainings and Friday night matches,
and the side became a force to be
reckoned with.
The U12-1 side played for the first
time in the RDCA top division in
the 2015/16 season. The increase in
competitiveness was noticeable and
the boys acquitted themselves well,
finishing the season mid-table in the
long 46 over form of the game. In the
U12 20/20 competition, Warrandyte
fielded a composite squad from the
U12 Ones and U12 Fours. The team
made it through to the semi finals,
going down to Croydon Ranges.
The aforementioned U12-4 side
was made up of a mix of 10, 11 and
12-year-olds. Skills are improving
every week, with bowling performances certainly standing out. The
team is currently sitting on top of the

ladder and is finals bound.
The U12-6 team has also developed
into fine young cricketers over the
course of the season. The boys
have shown great determination,
highlighted by their first two-day win
in the second-last round. The boys
week in, week out, have practiced
and trained hard, and have shown
enthusiasm on every match day.

The U14-2 side have also impressed,
with players Chris Rakuscek and
Brady Poole (team captain) impressing enough to represent Warrandyte
in the RDCA representative team. A
strong grasp of the game has given
the side a top four finish this season,
which the club hopes will translate
to bigger things in the 2016/17 campaign.
The second U14 team was entered
in Division 4 of the competition,
with a large number of the boys new
to cricket. Efforts have been concentrated on bowling, which have
started to bear fruit, although there
is a fair way to go. A focus on one on
one training has been taken, which
will hopefully ensure skills develop
quickly
The U16 squad is well placed for
a tilt at a premiership in Division 2,
after a very consistent season. It
has been an even and team oriented
campaign, with all players stepping
up at different times and contributing throughout the season.
In the 20/20 competition, a major

Warrandyte Milo
In2Cricket keeping
kids excited
By STEVE PASCOE

FRIDAY evenings have played host
to plenty of activity at Warrandyte
Reserve, with most of the club’s 66
registered “Milo kids” dispersing
around the boundary of Under 12
matches and enjoying their introduction to the game of cricket.
The emphasis of the Milo In2cricket program is placed on
having fun while learning basic
skills, and the Warrandyte kids
have done just that, beginning to
develop a passion for the game
which for some may last a lifetime.
The club wishes to extend special thanks to the mums and
dads who get involved on the
ground, supervising exercises enjoying proceedings themselves.
Participants are already looking
forward to next year’s program, or
even to progress to one of the Under
10 non-competitive teams.
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Bloods on the verge

By RYAN HOIBERG

WARRANDYTE is in great shape
once again on the cricket scene,
with five out of six senior teams in
the Ringwood District Cricket Association (RDCA) set to play finals in
March, with the Second XI the only
exception.
This position is no more than the
club deserves, though in the final
two rounds Warrandyte’s ladder
positions approaching March have
slipped due to some disappointing
results across most teams.
Warrandyte’s First XI went into
Round 9 on top of the premier division (the Trollope Shield) looking to
secure an important double chance
going into the finals. Poor results
against Ainslie Park and Warranwood saw it falter, and now the side
must play a home elimination final
against Warranwood.
Warrandyte can blame two poor
showings with the bat for their two
recent defeats, with baffling batting
collapses leaving the squad short
of making competitive targets. In
Round 9, Warrandyte batted first at
Ainslie Park and could only post 117
runs from 71 overs.
On a slow ground, Warrandyte lost
early wickets to sit at 6/46 before
rear guard action between Chris
Barry and veteran Dave Mooney
pushed the total to the 117 run final
total. Warrandyte had a glimmer of
hope it they took a wicket with the
first ball, but Ainslie Park passed the
score with three wickets in hand by
the 51st over.
The following week Warrandyte
needed a positive result to ensure a
home final was secured. Warrandyte
hosted Warranwood and bowled
first, hoping to catch the opposition
off guard. Despite the best efforts of
coach Jake Sherriff (4/63) and Luke
Killey (3/39) with the ball, Warrandyte struggled to restrict Warranwood’s first innings, as they posted
a score of 223.
Warrandyte only managed 104 runs
from their 74 overs with Aryton Dehmel’s 28 a long slog at the crease the
only positive. Warrandyte’s rematch
against Warranwood again in the first
round of the finals is now eagerly
anticipated, and the Bloods must
perform better to progress.
The Second XI has managed to
avoid relegation in the Steve Pascoe
Shield, allowing the club a chance at
improvement next season. Despite
fielding a very young team under
skipper Luke Warren, the team held
on to second last place to avoid the
drop. Warrandyte suited up a strong
batting line up in Round 9 including
Stephen Goddard, but it was Ross
Brown (40) who provided backbone
in the 97-run innings.
Warrandyte’s total was quickly

passed the following week, with Ben
McMellan’s three wickets the only
support for Warren. However the
team avoided the outright defeat,
and did so again in the final round
against Croydon Ranges, despite
another batting collapse.
The Third XI will host an elimination final after an incredible finish
to the season. Warrandyte finished
third on the ladder, however, could
have finished fifth if it had scored 100
less runs in the season.
Warrandyte’s final round game
sent potential shockwaves around
the club when its extremely strong
batting line up (with aforementioned
Goddard batting 11th after his stint in
the Second XI) collapsed to be all out
for 50, and was passed by the opposition on the first day. Warrandyte
managed to bat out, with Cameron
Day posting another half century, to
secure third.
Warrandyte’s Fourth XI will also

host an elimination final, despite
comfortably losing their final two
games of the season. On a positive
note, Warrandyte did face two finals
bound sides in the final rounds,
which gives it no excuse to be unprepared for the business end of the
campaign.
Standouts for the team have been
James Weatherley with the bat and
Luke Philpott with the ball. Warrandyte veteran bowler John Prangley
has also secured the division’s best
bowling average, with close competition from Philpott and Dylan Burns.
The Fifth XI has finished on top of
the ladder, following a strong end
to the season. Captain Nathan Croft
may well be in the form of his life
heading into finals, with a century
and a half century in consecutive
games. Warrandyte has managed to
post more than 200 runs in consecutive games, which bodes promising
signs for finals totals.

Warrandyte’s Sixth XI has also
topped the tree, and looks extremely competitive for the finals. Travis
Jackson, a popular member of the
community and in red-hot form, celebrated the final round of the season
with an excellent century, joined by
Stubbs with a strong 62 not out.
Results:
First XI
Round 9: Warrandyte 117 (Barry
30) lost to Ainslie Park 7/121 (Sherriff 3/45). Round 10: Warrandyte 104
(Dehmel 28) lost to Warranwood 223
(Sherriff 4/63, Killey 3/39).
Second XI
Round 9: Warrandyte 97 (Brown 40)
and 5/88 (D Poole 36) lost to Ainslie
Park 7/189 (McMellan 3/24, Warren
2/15). Round 10: Warrandyte 123 (D
Poole 28) lost to Croydon Ranges 201
(Warren 4/30, Brown 3/38).
Third XI
Round 12: Warrandyte 261 (Day 60,
Chapman 52) d. Lilydale 125 (Ellis

3/43, B Jackson 2/20). Round 13:
Warrandyte 50 (Ison 19) and 4/151
(Day 52, Ellis 32*) lost to Ainslie Park
5/171 (B Jackson 3/47).
Fourth XI
Round 12: Warrandyte 148 (Hoiberg
53, Molyneux 33) lost to Lilydale 204
(Philpott 3/37, Lockie 3/74). Round
13: Warrandyte 160 (Weatherley 56)
and 3/98 (Hoiberg 23) lost to Chirnside Park 8/210 (dec) (Philpott 4/20).
Fifth XI
Round 12: Warrandyte 6/342 (Croft
103*, Grocott 52, D Closs 41) d.
Croydon Ranges 114 (McAlary 2/8,
Huntly 2/13). Round 13: Warrandyte
203 (Croft 52, Bansal 47) d. Kilsyth
178 (D Closs 3/13, Dean 3/32).
Sixth XI
Round 12: Warrandyte 166 (Rees
64) lost to Eastfield 5/196 (Rees
3/29). Round 13: Warrandyte 335 (T
Jackson 100, Stubbs 62*) d. Croydon
Ranges 165 (Rakuscek 3/26, Warren
2/6)

run partnership and then two more
wickets. Rob Little restored some
order by retiring on 40, but the loss
of two batsmen at 97, including Ian
Weeks (23) caused a flutter before
the total was passed.
The team stayed strong to progress
to its second straight Alan Duffus
Shield Grand Final – named after a
Hawk life member and the club’s
current treasurer, but couldn’t quite
get over the line to complete a dream
season. Croydon North posted 8/150
off its 36 overs and dismissed the
Hawks for 115 off 27 overs.
The Masters 2 team also made
finals after a win in one of their last
two fixtures to jump from fifth into
fourth, but lost its semi-final against
Mooroolbark 9/151 (Darren Johnson
37, Mal Ellard 26no) to 8/191 (Ellard
2/20, Dale Owen 2/34).

After being deep in relegation
territory at the Christmas break,
the top three senior grades turned
their seasons around with several
fine wins. Despite all three losing
their final-round matches, they completed the great escape and avoided
the drop.
The Fourth XI was fifth heading
into the last round, but successfully
chased down fourth-placed Lilydale’s 205 (Lachlan McMahon 3/46,
Sean McMahon 80, Ben Hartrup
81no).
The win propelled them into fourth
on percentage, and earned them an
Elimination Final away to Warrandyte.
The Fifth XI, mainly a team of U14s
and their fathers, won only one
match, but was placed two grades
higher than last season despite

finishing last.
With one round to go, the U16-2 and
U14-2 are top, while the U14-4 sit fifth
and are able to make finals with an
outright win against fourth-placed
Warranwood.
The U12-2 is sixth, and the U12-4
side is locked in a three-way tie for
third.
Better still, the U12-6 side are
comfortably second. The results
are a tribute to junior coordinator
Matt Fasan’s hard work, and follow
the selection of three U16 and three
U14 players in representative teams.
On the social front, the veterans’
double-header was held on January
31, trivia night was on February
13, and the last junior ‘Wrap of the
Round’ took place on February 27.
Up next are the Junior and Senior
presentation nights on March 20 and

April 2 respectively, and last on the
agenda is to seek nominations for
next season’s committee.
Furthermore, immediate past-president Scott Brasher has toiled away
in the background, representing the
club at innumerable meetings with
Manningham council, local councilors, Park Orchards Sharks FC and
other key stakeholders.
At long last, and after several near
misses, it appears that the Colman
Reserve change room project will
go ahead – hopefully commencing
before Christmas.
Both the cricket and football clubs
have been looking forward to permanent change rooms and an expanded
kitchen area for a couple of years.
The days of portable change rooms
occupying part of the car park finally
look numbered.

Veteran Hawks lead the way

By FRANS BROUWER

IT was the old heads who led the
charge down in South Warrandyte,
with the O40s Veterans teams surging into finals relevance with late
season results, just falling short of
the ultimate prize.
Hopes rode with the Masters 4
team, who stormed home in their last
two games without losing a wicket
to rise from fifth into second place,
earning a home final on the back of
a minuscule run rate difference of
0.0186.
After losing the toss and batting
first, South Croydon fell quickly 3/17
before recovering to 61. Another
three wickets fell to leave South
Croydon 6/63, but an unbroken
partnership brought them to 6/99.
The Hawks innings followed a
similar path, 3/22 followed by a 40-
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Community gets a jog on
By MICHAEL DI PETTA
and CALLUM O’CONNOR

WARRANDYTE Reserve was awash
with cones, colour and competition
yesterday as runners of all ages
and abilities took part in the fifth
annual Run Warrandyte event.
Record numbers were recorded
as runners competed across the
six events. Everyone from parents
in prams, school kids, Warrandyte
Bloods players and dedicated
athletes like the Westerfoldians
parkarun group took part. Five-kilometre runner Simon Tu, a member
of the parkarun group, believes
running truly is a sport for those of
all abilities.
“No matter quickly or slowly you
run, everyone is going at full capacity. So it’s the most democratic
sport there is,” said Simon.
Most exciting was the introduction and running of the inaugural
Grand Hotel Warrandyte Gift. After
a series of heats involving over 30
competitors, it was Rory Ashton
who won out in a photo finish,
crossing the line milliseconds
ahead of Sharlotte Rimelowe and
Kellie Appleby (main picture).
The first three placing’s received
cash prizes courtesy of the Grand
Hotel, ensuring the hard work of
runners was rewarded.
Long distance runner Stephen
Rennick was the star of the show
in the Ringwood Warrandyte Osteopath 15km event, leading the
field with an exceptional time of 55
minutes 40 seconds, beating out all
comers, including a brave runner
who finished the track barefooted
while drumming along to music.
Not to be outdone was Wendy
Mountford, who clocked a rapid
time of 1 hour 7 minutes and 14
seconds in an outstanding effort in
the 15km female event, just beating
out Clare Oliveira who came in a
minute later.
Simon Bull and Jennifer Wood
took out the Harding’s Swift
Caravan Services 10km honours
respectively, while Simon Tu and
Alicia Callahan were the winners
in the Ruby Tuesday Jewellry 5km
category.
Perhaps the most hotly contested
was the Quinton’s SUPA IGA 2.2
kilometre run, in which youngsters
led the way, treating the race like
a sprint early before pushing each
other all the way to the line.
The U8s Crystal Brook Tourist
Park Oval Dash was also a crowd
favourite, with the little ones run-

Pictures: Stephen Reynolds, Scott Podmore and Gavin D Andrew.

ning as fast as anyone in front of
excited spectators. All events were
eagerly supported and watched by
a crowd of friends, family and volunteers who cheered each runner
over the finish line.
Community favourites were present, such as Grand Hotel manager
Peter Appleby, who put the running
shoes on with son Liam, to represent the pub, sponsor for the 2016
gift event. Member for Warrandyte
Ryan Smith was present to award
medals to the winners and announce the raffle, and the Warrandyte football players also completed various circuits, despite playing

a game the previous day.
Participation was strong and
impressive MC Steve Ballard was
extremely satisfied with the day as
a whole.
“It’s been fantastic, probably better than ever," Steve said.
"We had really strong numbers,
the weather was perfect and that
really helped.
"It was nice and overcast for the
distance runners, and then the sun
came out for the Gift. Our sponsors
have been really good, there was
really good spirit and camaraderie
between runners, and we saw some
really good times especially in the
distance runs."
Plans are already underway to
make the day even bigger in 2017,
including more involvement with
the local sports clubs.
“It’s a great way to kick off the
junior and senior footy season and
the netball season, it’s great to
see competitors from the different
clubs in all the races," Steve said.
"Next year what we’d like to do is
try to set something up to get the
sporting clubs to compete as clubs
in the races, set them up against
each other."
Special thanks are in order for
major organisers, including David
Dyason who worked tirelessly
along with all the volunteers, the
White Owl Cafe who provided
exceptional food and coffee for
runners and spectators, and, of
course, the Warrandyte Community
Bank.
For all the results visit:
tomatotiming.racetecresults.com/
results.aspx?CId=16&RId=28450
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