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Puddle jumper

Winter wonderland: No winter blues for Dan Easton as he nails a great puddle jump by the Yarra River in Warrandyte recently. Picture: LARA McKINLEY
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Sunday tutu far away

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has 
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced 
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the 
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North 
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 
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NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, August 11, 2015. Advertising and 
editorial copy closes Friday, July 31, 2015.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

JULY 
Warm  

& Wooly

ANY years ago, 
when Cinnamon 
was at Warrandyte 
Primary School, 
she had a pen-

friend in St Petersburg called 
Ludmila. Ludmila would write 
of how she dreamed of one 
day becoming a prima balleri-
na and Cinnamon would write 
of how she dreamed of one 
day becoming a nail therapist.

So you can imagine her 
surprise when Cinnamon 
got a letter from her old pen 
comrade saying she was in 
Melbourne with the St Pe-
tersburg Ballet Company and 
was enclosing two tickets to 
Swan Lake.

To be honest Cinnamon was 
more into popping, krump-
ing, jerkin’ and twerkin’ and 
wouldn’t have known a pas 
de chat if it jumped in her lap. 
But the fact remained she’d 
spent many a happy hour at 
Bhava getting in touch with 
her inner tree and countless 
Saturday mornings at Glenden 
School of Dance perfecting the 
art of kicking the floor with 
different parts of the foot in 
approximate time with the 
music. With her dance roots 
grounded in such friable soil, 
it was hardly surprising that 
the sight of Ludmila swanning 
about on stage was just the 
fertiliser she needed.

Cinnamon’s creative gland 
went into overdrive. 

With a pair of leg-warmers 
and a headful of choreogra-
phy, Cinnamon danced about 
town, pirouetting down the 
pet food aisle, frappeing into 
the coffee shop and chasseing 
down to the bus stop. She 
read everything she could find 

on Baryshnikov and Kirkland, 
Fonteyn and Nureyev, Pavlova 
and Baklava. She borrowed 
Black Swan, Billy Elliot and 
Flashdance from VideoEzy 
and listened to Tchaikovsky, 
Mendelssohn and Tortellini 
on ABC Classic FM. 

So it is with great excite-
ment that we are able to 
announce that Cinnamon 
Trott, that perky little miss 
who used to check you out at 
IGA and whose painstaking-
ly-researched reports on cat 
curfews and sewage problems 
appear regularly in the Diary 
under the name Scott Pod-
more, has now penned her 
own balletic tour de force 
entitled Duck River.

And just in case the signif-
icance of all the leaping and 
twirling eludes you on the 
world premiere and only per-
formance at the Mechanics on 
Sunday July 5, let us briefly 
outline the story.

Duck River opens at Sieg-
fried’s 21st do in the Victo-
ry Room at the community 
centre. 

The men are huddled around 
the bar and the girls are on the 
dance floor doing the Nutbush 
and the Time Warp, that sort 
of thing. 

Some of them are coming on 
strong to Siegfried, bumping 
and twerking their little back-
sides off, but being a Scientol-
ogist, Siegfried is looking for 

something nobler and purer. 
When his mates decide to 

kick on down at the river, 
Siegfried joins them and is 
just about to lob a can at an 
approaching bevy of ducks 
when he spots a mallard of ex-
traordinary grace and beauty. 
She tilts her slender neck and 
waves her arms in a gentle and 
elegant manner but you can 
see her legs are pumping like 
buggery underneath. 

Anyone familiar with this 
sort of thing will quickly re-
alise that she is not an actual 
duck but a maiden in thrall 
of a wicked spell and sure as 
eggs Siegfried falls in love with 
Odette which it must be said 
is not a name normally asso-
ciated with these parts but 
then again neither are many 
of the ducks. 

Odette does a little dance 
then Siegfried leaps about a 
bit before joining Odette for 
a pas-de-deux and possibly 
a manage-a-trois. Anyway, 
they pash under the bridge 
and swear eternal love which 
happens a fair bit at that par-
ticular site. 

Of course it all ends in tears. 
Despite the warning signs at 
the riverbank, Odette dies 
from overfeeding, and as 
Siegfried stands in the water 
cradling her warm, feathery 
body he is hit by a passing 
canoe.

Cinnamon sent Ludmila a 
DVD from one of the early 
rehearsals in the hope that 
St Petersburg might add it 
to their repertoire, and that 
one day the name Duck River 
may be as unforgettable in the 
world of ballet as Giselle and 
that other one about cracking 
nuts. 

So far there’s been no an-
swer but the Russian postal 
system is notoriously unre-
liable.

ALAN CORNELL

living with
The Trotts

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH
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at any cost.
“When you have a substantial and 

unique environment like Warran-
dyte, you have got to do what you 
can to preserve it,” she says. Ms 
Watkins is also concerned that, if 
approved, the proposal will set a 
potentially dangerous precedent. 

“If we allow the service station, 
what else will be allowed to go up in 
Warrandyte?”  

“We need to be a little more re-
sponsible as a society to recognise 
what’s valuable. We want to keep 
true to the essence of Warrandyte,” 
Ms Watkins says. 

Other objectors believe a petrol 
station next to Andersons Creek is 
illogical particularly when the creek 
is prone to flooding which would 
allow pollutants and litter to enter 
the creek. 

With the proposed development 
being next door to the Warrandyte 
Reserve Pavilion, others are con-
cerned people’s safety will be com-
promised in a bushfire emergency.  
According to the CFA, the reserve 
is the place of last resort for War-
randyte residents in the event of all 
other bushfire plans failing.

The disturbance caused by the 
construction of the petrol station 
is also a major concern.  The WCA 
lodged an amended objection reit-
erating the reasons why they object 
to the proposal, including the dif-
ficulty at access and exit points at 
the Heidelberg Road / Harris Gully 
Road roundabout and the vague 
details relating to signage, lighting 
and hours of operation. 

The impact on the character of 
Warrandyte is creating a lot of  

 

controversy. Resident Tricia Barrett 
believes the design of the building, 
along with the large bright adver-
tising and signage, lighting and 
unnatural noise would affect all res-
idents, especially those within close 
proximity to the site and visitors to 
Warrandyte. 

“It is not within the character of 
Warrandyte and we don't need it or 
want it.”

Nonetheless, not everyone is op-
posed to the petrol station. On social 
media some residents believe there 
is sufficient demand for it to be built, 
and consider the Yarra Street site to 
be a perfect location and a welcome 
alternative to the Warrandyte South 
petrol station.  

Resident Elaine Raphael says while 

a 24-hour “monstrosity” is unneces-
sary, a petrol station in keeping with 
Warrandyte’s surroundings would 
be ideal.  

Other concerned parties are asking 
the protestors to consider non-res-
idents. Sheya Atherton points out 
that many commuters pass through 
Warrandyte for many reasons and 
having a petrol station in that spot 
would be convenient.   

“Each community is made up of 
its locals and those that come into 
the suburb and there is as much of 
a positive and negative component 
to that,” Ms Atherton says.

In her objection to council, Ms 
Barrett expressed her belief that a 
petrol station at the proposed site 
is simply unnecessary. 

“We (residents) are happy with 
nearest petrol availability in War-
randyte South, Fitzsimons Lane 
roundabout, and Reynolds Road – 
these facilities service Warrandyte 
residents adequately already.”

The Diary has been told that while a 
lot of the concern is stemming from 
the location and the imposing nature 
of the proposed petrol station, the 
prospect of a fast food or retail as-
sociation being attached to the site 
is equally disconcerting with fears 
that would impact on local food and 
beverage businesses. 

VCAT will hold a practice hearing 
on July 17 before the offic ial hear-
ing on October 29.  The objectors 
are working together with the WCA 
before lodging their objections at the 
practice hearing. 

ONLINE POLL: Do you want a new 
service station in Warrandyte? 
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au

Brian Spurrell FCPA (local resident) and associate  
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention 
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Speak to us now - we welcome business and 

personal tax enquiries.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 
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Adrian Oehlmann

0419 567 107
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adrian@ashobuilders.com.au
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ASH BUILDERS

Registered Building Practitioner: 

DB-U 12635

By EMMA CARINCI
WARRANDYTE residents are furious 
the final decision regarding the devel-
opment of a 24-hour service station 
at 1-5 Yarra Street has been taken to 
Victorian Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal (VCAT).  

A $1.5 million proposal was submit-
ted by the applicant in April last year 
from site owner Platinum King Man-
agement Pty Ltd to develop a 250m/
sq petrol station and convenience 
store accommodating six fuel pumps 
and 13 car parking spaces.  Despite 
attracting a reported 69 objections, 
the proposal was neither accepted 
nor rejected by Manningham City 
Council.  

The Diary understands the appli-
cant has taken the matter directly 
to VCAT and is appealing for the 
proposal to be approved. 

Manningham City Council informed 
the Diary just before going to print 
that a full council report would be 
available on July 16 and the matter 
would be addressed at a council 
meeting on July 28 outlining coun-
cil’s position of not supporting the 
application.

In strong dialogue on social media 
pages in the past 12 months – and in 
particular last week on the Warran-
dyte Business & Community Network 
page – there have been mixed views 
for and against the service station be-
ing built at the site. Warrandyte Com-
munity Association (WCA) member 
Doug Seymour said it was surprising 
the community was not made aware 
of the decisions from Manningham 
council since objections were lodged 
14 months ago.  

“This is a complex issue and it is 
possible that council has not made 
a determination and therefore the 
applicant has lodged this application 
for review and decision. It would be 
helpful to all parties to know where 
council now stands on this issue,” Mr 
Seymour says.

Manningham council CEO Joe 
Carbone said objectors would be 
advised of council’s position on the 
application shortly.  That position 
will then be advocated for at VCAT.

Only last week objectors to the 
proposal opened a letter in their 
mail to find that their objections to 
Manningham council had not been 
successful and the decision was to 
be finalised by VCAT at a hearing on 
October 29.  

The letter, sent by the solicitor 
representing the applicant, stated 
July 10 (this Friday) would be the 
“closing date for objectors and refer-
ral authorities to lodge a statement 
of grounds with VCAT”.  
Discussion on social media has been 
divided since the information was 
released.  However, there are many 
concerns if the development goes 
ahead, including the environmental 
impact, compromising the character 
of Warrandyte, disturbance to res-
idents, and safety concerns in the 
event of bushfires.  

The development would require 
the removal of vegetation and six 
yellow box trees, as outlined in the 
initial proposal.

North Warrandyte resident Annie 
Watkins believes it is vital the envi-
ronment in Warrandyte be protected 

Servo to VCAT
IGA butcher 
fights for life
By RUTH BIRCH
A SERIOUS accident involving a pe-
destrian on Jumping Creek Rd has left 
a man fighting for his life in hospital.

On Wednesday June 24 at about 
7pm, a butcher from Quinton’s IGA 
was struck by two cars while walking 
along the road and he now remains in 
a serious condition in hospital.

At the time the Diary went to press, 
Julie Quinton, owner of Quinton’s 
IGA where the 30-year-old works as 
a fully qualified butcher, said: “From 
what we’ve been told he’s been in 
an induced coma since the accident 
with the hope of stemming the inflam-
mation on the brain. 

“All we can really do is hope and 
pray for him. 

“It’s so sad, we’re devastated here 
at work. It’s a bit surreal. He is the 
loveliest guy.”

It is believed the man had clocked 
off work and was making his way to 
his girlfriend’s house at the bottom of 
Jumping Creek Road, which is where 
the accident happened. 

After being struck by a first vehicle, 
the man was then run over by anoth-
er, resulting in serious injuries.

An off-duty flight paramedic was 
one of the first on the scene before 
emergency services arrived. 

The man was then transported by 
air ambulance to The Alfred Hospital. 

Police were quick to release the 
drivers without charge and it appears 
to be an unfortunate accident. 

WARRANDYTE Scouts are on a 
fundraising mission to help as 
many boys and girls get to Jam-
boree 2016 (AJ2016) and Calum 
Lawson managed to string to-
gether some beautiful tunes on 
his violin outside Quinton’s IGA 
last month, as captured by Bill 
Hudson-McAuley. 

Jamboree is the biggest event 
in the scouting calendar. The 
AJ2016 will be held at the 
Cataract Scout Park in NSW in 
January.Since the beginning 
of the year the boys and girls 
from 1st Warrandyte Scouts 
have been working hard to 
raise money for Jamboree and 
promote scouts throughout the 

Warrandyte community. They 
have been busy delivering 3500 
phone books, running a stall at 
the Warrandyte market, helping 
Lions with their market stall 
and most recently participating 
in the weekly IGA barbecue.
The major fundraising event 
on the scouts calendar is at the 
Grand Hotel on August 28 when 
MCs Meg Brodtmann and Peter 
Mackey will host a fun night of 
Call My Wine Bluff which is an 
entertaining game pitting the 
wits, wine knowledge and intu-
ition of the audience against the 
bluffing expertise of the panel. 

For info, contact Janie Lawson 
on 0434 827919.

It’s music to 
our ears for 
local scouts 

Photo: BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY
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By RUTH BIRCH
IN a bizarre incident last month, a girl 
has reported to police that she was 
squirted in the face with moisturiser 
by a man while waiting at a bus stop 
on Yarra Road, Wonga Park.

The offender also recorded the 
incident on his smart phone before 
running off. 

He is described as in his late 30s to 
mid 40s, Caucasian, about 182cm tall 
with a medium build, pale skin, a full 
beard of mostly grey and white, and 
possibly brown eyes. 

At the time of the offence he was 
wearing dark grey track pants, a 
medium grey polar fleece top and a 
dark grey polar fleece beanie. 

The girl also noticed he had dirty 
fingernails and appeared to be driv-
ing an old white tradesman ute with 
a rusty ladder in the back. 

The phone used to record the inci-
dent was an iPhone 4 in a dark case, 
either blue or black. 

There have been no similar cases 
reported, but police are eager to 
catch the offender due to the disturb-
ing nature of the incident.

AS reported last month, a gang of 
highly organised thieves is targeting 
streets known for their large and 
expensive properties in Warrandyte 
and surrounding suburbs. Many of 
these burglaries are happening in 
the early evenings between 5pm 
and 10pm. 

Residents may have seen the elec-
tronic sign on Heidelberg-Warran-
dyte Rd, and police urge residents 
to heed its warning.

Please start a dialogue with your 
neighbours, exchange mobile num-
bers, encourage them to keep an 
eye out for strange activity, and call 
000 immediately if you see anything 
remotely suspicious. Police are 
working hard to make an arrest, but 
rely on the public to alert them to a 
potential crime. 

Since our last report, thieves have 
committed a number of further bur-
glaries including:
• At Swansfield Court, Warrandyte, 
a rear glass sliding door was forced 

open in an early evening burglary 
and a camera and computers were 
stolen. The house was alarmed but 
not monitored.
• Three separate burglaries in 
Oakland Drive, Warrandyte, resulted 
in cash, alcohol and expensive hand-
bags being stolen. In two of the inci-
dents the doors were jimmied open 
to gain access before the homes were 
ransacked and in one case an alarm 
had been tampered with and ripped 
from the ceiling. 
• A daytime burglary took place 
in St Denys Crescent, Wonga Park, 
when the house was left unlocked. 
An iPad, computers, jewellery, cam-
eras, cash and musical equipment 
were stolen.
• In Yarra Rd, Wonga Park, a house 
was broken into, however, there was 
no sign of forced entry to the proper-
ty. A laptop bag, jewellery and coins 
were stolen. 
• A Yarra Street business was bro-
ken into after a small window was 
smashed and offenders reached in 
and unlocked the front door. The till 
was smashed and coins were stolen. 
• A Nissan Outlander had its front 
and rear number plates stolen while 
parked in Vine Crescent, Wonga Park.

• Another vehicle, parked in Sor-
rell Crescent, Warranwood, also 
had its number plates stolen. The 
offender has since been arrested and 
charged with multiple offences. 
• In Wonga Park, a ute parked in 
a driveway in Wonga Mews had the 
locks of attached tool boxes forced 
open and power tools were stolen.  

• In West End Rd, Warrandyte, a 
vehicle parked on the nature strip 
was broken into and thieves cut the 
wires of a driving light attached to 
the front of the vehicle before steal-
ing the light. 

If you witness any suspicious 
behaviour, please call triple 000 im-
mediately, even if you are not sure a 
crime is being committed. Police are 
determined to catch these offenders 
but need your help.

If you have a non-urgent matter 
that you would like to report, please 
call Warrandyte Police on 9844 3231 
or Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000.

Manningham CIU and Warrandyte 
Police would like to thank the com-
munity for their cooperation. 

Your Warrandyte IT specialist
BACKUP  WIRELESS SET-UP  NETWORKS  CLOUD INTEGRATOR  SMALL BUSINESS  MAC & WINDOWS

Bora Seker
info@bnsolutions.net.au 

0438 072 895

Squirter on the run

By LAURA DOGUET
DREARY weather did not dampen 
the spirits of those who gathered 
last month for the official turning of 
the sod at the excavation site of the 
new local fire station.

The state-of-the-art station to be 
built at 29 Falconers Road, Park 
Orchards, will be manned 24/7 by 
career staff and feature a three-bay 
drive through motor room, training 
areas and gym, protective equipment 
servicing areas, a meeting room and 
admin offices, dormitories for career 
staff and an external storage shed.

The celebration was led by the 
South Warrandyte CFA operations 

officer Jamie Hansen, who expressed 
his excitement for this new chapter 
in the brigade’s history. 

“The volunteer members of South 
Warrandyte are very much looking 
forward to integrating with career 
staff and providing an integrated 
service delivery to the community,” 
he told the Diary. 

Minister for Emergency Services 
Jane Garrett also highlighted the 
significance of this facility in keeping 
our community safe.

“Warrandyte and surrounds are a 
stunning place for people to live, but 
they do carry the risks of bushfire 
… particularly in those dry summer 

months,” Ms Garret said. “This is go-
ing to be an outstanding integrated 
facility for a community that needs 
and deserves a 24 hour presence.” 

Others involved in making this 
project possible were also present, 
including member for Warrandyte 
Ryan Smith and South Warrandyte 
CFA captain Greg Kennedy. 

They explained this project has 
been in the works for nearly five 
years between identifying land, 
seeking approval and the acquisition 
and planning processes. Both are 
extremely pleased with the outcome 
of the collaborative effort.

Cpt Kennedy reiterated the posi-

tive impact the new station will have 
for Warrandyte and nearby suburbs.

“Although it’s located here, it 
serves the greater Warrandyte area. 
It’s not just for Park Orchards and 
South Warrandyte, it’s for everyone,” 
he said.

As the sod was turned, respects 
were paid to the Wurundjeri people 
and elders both past and present—
the traditional owners of the land. 

It is expected construction will be 
complete by July next year. The CFA 
attend the Park Orchards Farmers’ 
Market every month to answer ques-
tions and update residents about the 
progress of the development.

First sod turned for the new fire station

Let the building begin: Minister for Emergency Services Jane 
Garret jumps in the driver’s seat while Member for Warrandyte 

Ryan Smith, Manningham mayor Cr Paul McLeish, Cr Meg 
Downie, South Warrandyte chief Greg Kennedy and South War-

randyte CFA operations officer Jamie Hansen roll up for the 
turning of the first sod. Picture: LAURA DOGUET

Early morning
robbery at
Ruby Tuesday

By SCOTT PODMORE
THIEVES smashed their way into 
Ruby Tuesday and have stolen 
items and caused damage estimat-
ed at $10,000 after what is being 
described as a brazen early morn-
ing attack on Saturday.

At 6.45am it is believed three 
men wearing headlamps and 
driving a “yellow-type coloured 
Mazda" used some sort of hammer 
or sledgehammer to break into 
the popular jewellery store on 
Melbourne Hill Rd.

A security camera in the top left 
hand corner on the exterior of the 
premises captured the incident on 
film and a passerby witnessed the 
men breaking in through the front 
door. At the time the Diary went 
to print no arrests had been made 
and the security camera footage 
hadn’t been viewed.

Cabinets were left shattered 
and some jewellery remained, 
including gold items. Fortunately 
thieves didn’t rob the safe, nor 
did they enter the workshop 
area, according to Ruby Tuesday 
owners Terry Rafferty and Anita 
Sigmund who believe the robbery 
must have been “a smash-and-
grab” incident. “They haven’t 
taken the most expensive things, 
it seems, and they were obviously 
in a hurry."

Crime investigation squad mem-
bers from Box Hill were at the 
scene on Saturday morning taking 
fingerprints and looking for other 
clues.

A post about the robbery on 
the Diary Facebook page reached 
almost 10,000 people in social me-
dia and drew about 50 comments 
from locals who were appalled by 
the robbery to one of our favour-
ite business houses.
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NILLUMBIK Shire Council has re-
minded residents of their legal obli-
gations to ensure pets are securely 
confined within the property at all 
times following the prosecution of 
two Nillumbik residents at Ringwood 
Magistrate’s Court after they failed to 
confine their dogs which resulted in 
in two separate dog attacks.

The first incident involved a Great 
Dane and a Boxer cross that escaped 
a property in Wattle Glen and at-
tacked a Whippet being walked with 
its owner. The owner of the attacking 
dogs was ordered to pay $2298 in 

legal costs and pound fees as well 
as receiving a $300 penalty and a 
12-month good behaviour bond.

The second incident also involved 
a Great Dane which had escaped 
and attacked a neighbour’s dog. The 
resident was ordered to pay $2055 
in legal and pound fees and also re-
ceived a $300 penalty and 12-month 
good behaviour bond.

Nillumbik Shire mayor Cr Helen 
Coleman reiterated the importance 
of pet ownership responsibilities.

“It’s very upsetting when your pet 
is attacked and we want to make 

sure that this is reduced as much as 
possible,” she said. 

“Making sure your property is 
secure and all fences are in good 
order will keep your pets safe and 
potentially those of others too.

“Keeping pets within your prop-
erty is vitally important, as can 
be seen from these two incidents. 
Dog attacks are distressing for all 
concerned but council has a duty to 
make sure our residents and their 
pets are safe.”

If a dog is found to be wandering 
at large, it will be impounded by 

council and the owners fined ac-
cordingly. The Domestic Animals 
Act 1994 states if a dog attacks and 
causes serious injury council may 
seize the dog. 

The owner then may be charged 
on summons for the alleged offenc-
es and be liable for court imposed 
penalties and victim compensation 
costs.

If anyone sees dogs wandering, 
they can contact council and ask for 
rangers to attend by calling either 
9433 3111 during office hours or 9433 
3334 outside of business hours.

By DAVID HOGG  
WARRANDYTE’S Michael Bethune, 
CEO of Australia On Line, has written 
to the Diary following recent com-
ments about the state of our “con-
nection issues” and would like to put 
on the table two special offers for 
ADSL2+ broadband internet available 
exclusively to readers of the Diary.
1. Unlimited ADSL2+ (standalone, 
use your existing supplier for home 
phone) to anyone in Warrandyte 
who connects directly to the ex-
change (excludes those on the 
North Warrandyte RIM exchange in 
the Valias St, Boulevard and adjoin-
ing areas).
• No contract on one-off setup fee 
of $79.
• $25 donation to either Warrandyte 
or Anderson’s Creek Primary Schools 
(at the customer's choice).
• $59.99/month.
 2. Unlimited ADSL2+/and home 
phone bundle
• No contract on one-off setup fee 
of $79.
• $25 donation to either Warrandyte 
or Anderson’s Creek Primary Schools 
(at the customer's choice).
• Includes home phone line rental 
(no included calls).
• $79.94/month.
 The special is offered on the TPG/
AAPT network (not on Telstra) with 
ADSL2+ equipment at the local ex-
change. It is month to month. It is not 
on the slow, often congested Telstra 
network. It is much cheaper than their 
standard Warrandyte rates ($79.94/
month for unlimited ADSL2+ stand-
alone) They provide local, in-country  
support. They know great local com-
puter technicians that they can recom-
mend. Readers can take advantage 
of this special by calling Australia On 
Line on 1300 650 661 and mentioning 
the Warrandyte Diary. 
Visit www.ozonline.com.au

By DAVID HOGG  
THERE has been much debate in 
recent months concerning slow 
internet speeds in Warrandyte and 
the lack of plans for provisioning the 
NBN.  But a leading industry player 
has contacted the Diary since our 
last issue and is laying the blame 
squarely on the Warrandyte com-
munity itself.  

There is a reason why Warrandyte 
and North Warrandyte in particular 
are poorly served for internet. There 
was significant local opposition to 
the roll out of cable in the Warran-
dyte area back in the 1990s when 
Optus and Telstra were rolling it out. 
So Optus bypassed Warrandyte and 
so did Telstra.

This local opposition has had the 
long-term consequence of no local 
infrastructure competition to Tels-
tra and consequently poor internet.  
Why was there local opposition? The 
suggestion at that time was that the 
roll out of cable was greedy corpo-
rates degrading the bush charm of 
Warrandyte because the addition of 
another aerial cable would impact 
the beauty of the treed environment.

Interestingly a couple of years later 

the power companies did a restring 
of power cables without any murmur 
of protest whatsoever which was 
much more extensive than anything 
proposed by Optus.

Indeed these comments are borne 
out by a front page article in the 
Diary back in October 1996 by Da-
vid Wyman entitled Roll Back the 
Cable and Optus – We Won’t Say 
‘Yes!’.  Had Warrandyte gone ahead 
with Optus or Telstra cable in those 
days, local residents would by now 
be enjoying a base download speed 
on broadband of 30 Mbit/sec with 
an option to upgrade to a premium 
package providing 100 Mbit/sec. Fur-
thermore, the lack of installed cable 
in Warrandyte now puts us way down 
the waiting list on the priorities for 
implementation of the NBN.

The long and short is, the Warran-
dyte community did a good job of 
depriving itself of competition and 
fast internet speed.  Hence, here we 
are today.  The commentator sug-
gests the lesson the local community 
might be best made aware of, is: be 
careful of jumping on public cam-
paigns that serve to limit infrastruc-
ture and competition in the area. 

Community to blame?
Special offer

Hefty fines for owners of rampant dogs

SATURDAY
25TH JULY

7.30PM - MIDNIGHT
Warrandyte Sports Complex

cNR. tAROONA AVE & yarra ST’S WARRANDYTE

DON YOUR GLAD RAGS
20’S INSPIRED ATTIRE   

ENCOURAGED
Brush up on your foxtrot and charleston,

because we’re cuttin’ a rug
BUBBLES, TASTES AND BITES

BAND - DJ - POP UP ENTERTAINMENT
GAMES - PRIZES - SILENT AUCTION

tickets: www.trybooking.com/HRUN
First 100 tickets sold get first drink free card

per person
$35

WARRANDYTE
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
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Christmas in JULY
DINNERS

Friday 24th & 

Saturday 25th July

$ 30pp

From 7pm

03 98445081

iinfo@cocoamoon.com.au 
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Quinton’s
WWW.QUINTONSIGA.COM.AU

1/402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte 3113  |  info@quintonsiga.com.au  |  9844 3089

NEW  PRODUCTS AT QUINTON’S NEW  PRODUCTS AT QUINTON’S NEW  PRODUCTS AT QUINTON’S NEW  PRODUCTS AT QUINTON’S

NEW  PRODUCTS AT QUINTON’S NEW  PRODUCTS AT QUINTON’S NEW  PRODUCTS AT QUINTON’S NEW  PRODUCTS AT QUINTON’S

By MICHELLE PINI 
LONG-TIME supporter of the 
needy in our community the 
Warrandyte Housing and Sup-
port Service (WHSS) is closing 
its doors at 95 Yarra Street after 
more than two decades. 

Instigated by Warrandyte’s Lou-
ise Joy in 1990, the volunteer 
organisation began as a food 
bank coordinated by Margory 
Lapworth (pictured).

Margory enlisted help from 
other charitable institutions, no-
tably Warrandyte Donvale Rotary 
Club, and expanded the service 
to include housing support (with 
41 state houses allocated by the 
department of housing), financial 
assistance and advocacy. 

Referrals initially came from oth-
er over-burdened aid institutions, 
community service organisations 
and by word of mouth. 

“Many people were referred 
by [then Warrandyte Police Ser-
geant] Keith Walker, who believed 
that kids in trouble, in particular, 
were better off if formal charges 
were avoided,” Margory told the 
Diary. 

Over the years those who lost 
their jobs or became incapaci-
tated, kids fleeing difficult home 
circumstances and several other 
people with nowhere else to turn, 
were helped by the service.

Largely funded by the War-
randyte Community Market 
(also run by Margory), WHSS 
has remained decidedly unbu-
reaucratic, non-denominational 
and non-judgmental, and is best 
known in the community for the 
successful Warrandyte Food Bank 
and annual Christmas Hamper 
initiatives. 

Margory, who has received 
many awards including an Order 
of Australia for her service to the 
community, says due to the recent 

withdrawal of federal funding, 
combined with her own ill health, 
WHSS will cease to operate and 
the premises will be vacated in 
August. 

Manningham mayor Cr Paul 
McLeish presented Margory with 
a Certificate of Appreciation in 
acknowledgment of her tireless 
work in the community at the 
council meeting last month. 

Cr McLeish said: “Margory has 
a passion and commitment for 
helping those people most in need 
which is demonstrated by the 
activities she has been involved 
in over the years and is to be 
commended for her contribution 
in making a difference in the 
community.”

Margory, who was accompanied 
by 14 original WHSS volunteers 
and committee of management 
members at the council presen-
tation, told the Diary: “Thank you 
to all my volunteers since 1990. 
Without them this service would 
never have taken place. I am very 
grateful for all their tireless work 
and their friendship, and I will 
miss the service greatly – I can’t 
say much more because I’ll be in 
tears.”

Warrandyte institution
closes doors in Yarra St

The big market squeeze

By DAVID HOGG 
A GROUP of North Warrandyte resi-
dents is up in arms about excessive 
noise made by heavy trucks on Re-
search-Warrandyte Road as they de-
scend the winding hill from Camelot 
down to Stony Creek on their way 
to Warrandyte using engine brakes 
all the way.

Local resident Geoff Neagle told the 
Diary: “As the road curls around in 
a semi-circle,  the noise stays with 
us for quite a while. One frequent 
culprit is a heavy garden supplies 
truck, but we also have problems 
with low-loaders transporting large 

earthmoving equipment.”
Approaches have been made to 

VicRoads who have given tacit 
approval to an advisory sign being 
erected asking trucks not to use 
engine brakes in residential areas.  
However, they point out such a 
sign is not legally enforceable.  The 
Environment Protection Authority 
advise that they would only take ac-
tion if the noise is outside the design 
specifications for the vehicle and the 
matter has been referred to them by 
police, as is currently the case with 
vehicles having modified exhausts.

VicRoads have passed the matter 

on to Nillumbik council which is 
progressing this matter. 

A spokesman told the Diary be-
fore such an advisory sign can be 
approved it has to be confirmed 
that a certain level of traffic is using 
the road. As VicRoads are unable to 
provide any statistics in that regard, 
council will be putting a temporary 
traffic-monitoring radar meter on 
the road in the next few weeks when 
one becomes free.  Subject to the 
required traffic volume being con-
firmed, council is hopeful of being 
able to erect an advisory sign in the 
coming months.

Noisy traffic

Manningham council is proposing to reduce the area in which the 
Warrandyte Community Market can operate in response to an an 
environmental report to address environmental impact of activities at the 
Warrandyte River Reserve. Stay tuned for more details in the Diary.
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By EMMA CARINCI 
JULIE Quinton has some sound        
advice for business owners: 
 “You have got to be involved in your 
community in every aspect. You 
have got to be part of it, you have to 
get to know people and know what 
your customers want.” 

Julie is the progressive owner of 
Quinton’s IGA in Warrandyte – and 
also the inaugural winner of the 
Manningham Business Excellence 
Awards, which return for a third time 
this year.

After losing her husband in August 
of 2007, Julie’s life changed in many 
ways.  Brian Quinton bought the su-
permarket in 2000 and ran the busi-
ness successfully for seven years.  

Although Julie admits she was nev-
er inclined to run her own business, 
she felt compelled to continue her 
husband’s legacy.

“It’s been a real learning curve,”  Ju-
lie says. “I had no aspirations before 
he passed away – now I do.”

After taking out first place in two 
categories at the 2013 Manningham 
Business Excellence Awards, includ-
ing Manningham Business of the 
Year and Manningham Contribution 
to Community Business of the Year, 
Julie and her staff felt a great sense 
of pride and affirmation. 

“When we won, that was the great-
est reward and it felt like we were on 
the right track.  It was a wonderful 
moment,” she recalls. 

This year marks the third Manning-
ham Business Excellence Awards, 
a joint initiative of the four Rotary 
clubs in Manningham; Doncaster 
East, Templestowe Village and War-
randyte Community Bank branches; 
Manningham Business and the Man-
ningham Business Network.

The awards provide a platform for 
business owners to not only cele-
brate their success but to undertake 
a more detailed analysis of their busi-
ness strengths and identify potential 
areas for improvement. 

Event manager for the awards Liz 
Small says they are a great way for 
businesses to review their activity 
and an opportunity for businesses 
to look at their operations in a much 
deeper, analytical sense.  

Tony Welsh, owner of H2Pro Plumb-
ing and winner of the 2014 Man-
ningham Business of the Year and 
Manningham Professional Services 
Business of the Year awards, believes 
the MBEA have helped his business 
move forward and plan more effi-
ciently for the future. 

“The Manningham Business Excel-
lence Awards give you a chance to 
look at your business and its struc-
ture from the outside in and realise 
what you do have in place and what 
you need to put in place,” Tony told 
the Diary. 

Recognising business achieve-
ments is important to Tony and 
although he regrets often being too 
busy to acknowledge his business’s 
success, the MBEA gave him the 
chance to do just that.  Receiving rec-
ognition from others in the business 
industry, such as business coaches 
and marketing professionals on the 
awards judging panel, was especially 
gratifying, he explains.

Tony concedes running a business 
can sometimes be a “lonely road” 

because it can be difficult for owners 
to judge exactly how well everything 
is progressing.  However, winning 
the awards pushed those feelings of 
uncertainty aside.  

“It felt like the hard work had paid 
off and it was recognition that the 
business is moving forward,” Tony 
says.

Liz Small, of the MBEA, says while 
the awards provide an ideal opportu-
nity for local businesses to showcase 
themselves and their achievements, 
one of the key criteria for nominees 
is the contribution they have made 
to the community. 

“The key reason why they (the 
awards) were arranged was to 
recognise the businesses that give 
back to the community … that’s the 
big driving force behind the whole 
thing,” Liz says. 

Quinton’s IGA aligns with that 
philosophy.

Julie says an important part of 
running her business is conducting 
forums with customers to determine 
what they like or dislike and what 
they want from the business. 

“You need to work in your business 
and not just on it.  Business owners 
cannot just do only what they want 
all the time,” she says. 

The MBEA celebrate the point of 
difference offered by businesses and 
how that allows them to stand out 
from competitors.  Both Julie and 
Tony share the philosophy that the 
quality of what they offer is foremost.  

“I don’t think you could compare 
our produce to the larger supermar-
ket chains. Our quality is superior 
and exceptional,” Julie says. 

Tony says competitive pricing is 
something he considers, but he mea-
sures his business more on the qual-
ity of service provided and how the 

customers respond to that service.
“We always try to go beyond the 

call of duty and over deliver.  We aim 
to give that ‘wow’ factor”.

Naturally, two successful business 
owners such as Julie Quinton and 
Tony Welsh know that running a 
business is not possible without 
commitment, energy and, most of 
all, passion.

“You can’t go into business 
half-heartedly.  You have got to 
have a passion for what you do and 
always aim to be one of the best in 
your profession,” Tony says. 

Julie’s passion stems from a signif-
icant personal experience and adds 
another dimension to her perspec-
tive on running her business.

“I’m not driven by money, it’s not 
my passion.  My passion is Brian’s 
legacy.  I focus on my staff and what 
we provide to our community and I 
truly believe that has been the secret 
to our success,” she says.

Julie and Tony  believe the future 
for businesses in Warrandyte is 
bright, especially given the commu-
nity’s willingness to support local 
business. “I think as long as you try 
and run your business to the best of 
your ability and do so with integrity, 
you’ll definitely succeed,” Julie says.

Businesses operating within Man-
ningham or servicing suburbs within 
the municipality are encouraged to 
nominate themselves for the 2015 
Manningham Business Excellence 
Awards.  The awards breakfast 
launch will be held on Tuesday July 
28 at the Manningham Function 
Centre.  There will be an opportuni-
ty to hear from past award winners 
and how the Manningham Business 
Excellence Awards have benefitted 
their business.  For more information 
visit www.manninghambea.com.au 

Best in business
Manningham Business Excellence Awards return

Julie Quinton and Tony Welsh know what it takes to run a successful busi-
ness and were rewarded with major acknowledgments in the Manningham 
Business Excellence Awards. Photo: SCOTT PODMORE
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S H A P E S  B O B C AT  C a l l 
9844 2117 or 0410 402 046. 

HOUSE PAINTING Call your 
local painter. No job too small.
Seniors discount available. Clint’s 
Progressive Painting Service 
9844 4969 or 0424731830.

PORT DOUGLAS 2 bedroom, 
se l f  conta ined,  beachs ide 
appartment for rent. A/C & ceiling 
fans. Heated pool/spa. 2 mins 
wlak from Four Mile Beach. 
Call Kerrie 0409 359 240.

IRONING  Basket overflowing? 
Reliable quick service shirt 
s p e c i a l i s t .  N o n - s m o k e r. 
F ree  p ick-up  &  de l i ve ry.  
Call Judy  0488 738 458.

SEEKING HOUSE/DOG SITTER 
For June, July & August 2016 in 
North Warrandyte. Non-smokers 
only. Call Cathy 0432 740 465. 

DOG WALKER ‘Four Paws 
Walk’  Rel iable,  affordable, 
Veternary nurse experience.  
Call Milica 0423 764 147.

VCE MATHS Tutoring available from 
experienced VCE mathematics 
teacher. Reasonable rates. Call 
David on 9844 5727 for more info.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189.

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024.
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943  
or leave a message on 9722 2592.

CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in stye & comfort. 
Airport transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & subrub to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

DIARY MINI ADS

WANT A MINI AD? Phone Briony 9844 0555.

9844 5083

ELECTRICIAN
▲ Domestic  
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

bradley curtis

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings

Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE 
5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128
bhavacentre@gmail.com

Yoga, Meditation & 
Creative Dance

KEITH WALKER
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Lawn Mowing
Garden Tidy Up
Pruning
Handyman Services

0488 553 594
keith.walker24@gmail.com

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE 
BY THE SEA!

Available all year
‘WYTALIBA’ 

Mudbrick Cottage  
at Aireys Inlet

Set on two acres of bush and  
cottage garden it has three bedrooms  

(two queen beds, two singles),  
a fully equipped kitchen, open fire, 
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk  

(three minute drive) to beach,  
general store and close to bush walks  

in the Angahook State Forest. 
Available Jan/Feb and all school 
holidays. Minimum two night stay. 

Call Karen on 0425 609 789  
for bookings and inquiries

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS 
CALL BRIONY ON 9844 0555

SHOULD we be careful what we wish for? 
The Manningham Leader carried a story 
last month under the heading One Bridge 
Not Enough saying hundreds of “squeaky 
wheels” were “demanding VicRoads build 
a second crossing of the Yarra River in 
Warrandyte”.

The impetus behind this demand is 
a petition launched by local resident, 
Jan Freeman, which is receiving much 
attention on social media. Long traffic 
queues at peak times and concern about 
outcomes in the event of a major bushfire 
have fuelled support for the petition.

Historically, the problem has arisen 
because Warrandyte has one of only 
three bridges that span the Yarra River 
in the north east of Melbourne. The oth-
ers are Fitzsimons Lane at Templestowe 
(also very busy at peak times) and Vasey 
Houghton Bridge at Yarra Glen. With 
population growth and greater vehicle 
numbers, traffic through the township 
has increased over the years leading to 
the long queues at peak times. 

This severely impacts Warrandyte 
residents, particularly those who live 
north of the river, in both the morning 
and afternoon peak periods and there is 
naturally a desire to see improvements. 
But more bridges mean more roads, a 
wider bridge means widened roads and, 
no matter what, better traffic conditions 
leads to more, not less, traffic as im-
proved travel times attract more drivers 
from other congested routes.

There is anecdotal evidence that the 
failure so far to link the Metropolitan 
Ring Road to the Eastern Freeway and 
Eastlink has led to traffic finding alterna-
tive routes and river crossings through 
the north-eastern suburbs. Despite calls 
to complete the so-called “missing link”, 
through the Banyule Flats and Yarra River 
area which would entail another river 
bridge, no action appears forthcoming. 

That is despite calls as recently as April 
this year when the RACV identified the 
“missing link’’ as its No.1 priority and 
called on the state government to fund 
it. However, the Banyule plan is actively 
opposed by local groups seeking to pro-
tect their area’s environmental values. 

There is no doubt that Warrandyte’s to-
pography, environmental sensitivity and 
history also presents many challenges for 

road and traffic planners seeking to im-
prove traffic flow and the river crossing. 
The question must be asked, how much 
is the Warrandyte community prepared 
to compromise to achieve a better traffic 
outcome at peak periods?

Many solutions have been suggested in 
the past, ranging from a proposed Yarra 
Street widening and realignment in the 
1980s (vehemently opposed by the com-
munity) to a bridge from Bradleys Lane to 
Everard Drive more recently (discounted 
by authorities). Dick Davies, president of 
the Warrandyte Community Association 
(WCA), said recently that up until now ev-
erybody had a solution to Warrandyte’s 
traffic problems but nobody had data, so 
a VicRoads traffic report on the bridge 
road network, due in August, will be most 
welcome and should assist in identifying 
problems and solutions.

In addition, $140,000 has been bud-
geted to investigate ways to improve 
the bridge’s traffic capacity during an 
emergency, including widening and 
strengthening the bridge. An emergency 
situation is the greatest impetus for 
change. The current bridge has served 
our community well for nearly 60 years. 
No doubt the community will wish to be 
involved in any plans for change in order 

to protect the amenity and historical 
connections particularly if change leads 
to modifications to Yarra Street or the 
historic streetscape. 

To return to the original question – do 
we need to be careful what we wish for? 

While much attention has been focused 
on the bridge do we want to see it vastly 
altered, especially if it leads to major road 
changes as a result? 

While much attention has been focused 
on the traffic line in Yarra Street at peak 
periods which so infuriates motorists, 
what changes can we hope for given this 
type of congestion happens at most ma-
jor river crossings (even those on major 
arterial roads such as Fitzsimons Lane or 
Banksia Street)? 

Can we accept that traffic congestion 
has the effect of deterring some traffic 
and that increasing capacity will attract 
more, not less, traffic as has been expe-
rienced elsewhere? Should we be more 
focused on the broader area solutions 
such as the Northern Arterial extension 
from Reynolds Road to the Maroondah 
Highway?

One thing is for sure – the debate, pe-
titions and lobbying will persist as long 
as the line of traffic continues to snake 
along the township’s roads.

Bridge too far?
comment

By VAL POLLEY

Photos supplied courtesy of the Warrandyte Historical Society
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Arrive 
Safely in 
Style & 
Comfort

Airport Transfers, Weddings, Suburb to Suburb 

City Trips, Special Occasions 

Call Clive for bookings 0412 556 801 
Email: peecees@optusnet.com.au

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

Halls for Hire
Uniting Church Hall ...............................9844 3547
Anglican Church Hall ............................9844 2193 
Mechanics Hall ................................ 0408 443 368
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ft. Clyde’s 
Conundrum
Jim is taking a fox, a chicken, and a 
bag of grain home to North Warrandyte 
on foot across the bridge. Due to a 
bushfire emergency, he’s only allowed 
to take one item across the bridge with 
him at a time. If the fox is left alone 
with the chicken, the fox will eat the 
chicken. If the chicken is left alone with 
the grain, the chicken will eat the grain. 
How can Jim cross the river without 
any of his possessions being eaten? Solution next issue.

PET MINDING
I visit your house to look after your pets. Have peace 
of mind while you’re away. Includes house security.

Call Di, (Warrandyte local)

By KIM HUMPHRIS
IN a special thank you celebration for all 
those who have helped in the Be Ready 
Warrandyte campaign over the past 
three and a half years, WCA president 
Dick Davies awarded Certificates of Ap-
preciation to committee members, those 
who gave special assistance to events, 
local emergency services personnel and 
sponsors.

Deputy Chief of Emergency Services 
Victoria, Tony Murphy, praised the 
campaign and said the current Heatwave 
project anticipated the next big phase in 
emergency management.

“Be Ready Warrandyte has recognised 
that more people die of heat stress ev-
ery year than perish in bushfires and is 
equally important,” he said.

Also in attendance at the Warrandyte 
Community Church were Ryan Smith 
MP, Manningham mayor Paul MacLeish, 
Nillumbik mayor Helen Coleman and 
representatives of the other project 
sponsors: Warrandyte Community Bank, 
Warrandyte Community Market com-
mittee and the Warrandyte Community 
Association.
Top: Recipients of Certificates of 
Appreciation. Top right: Margory Lap-
worth, Warrandyte Community Market 
Committee, and Dick Davies. Top left: 
Dick Davies and Jock Macneish.
Bottom left: Tony Murphy, Deputy Chief 
Emergency Services Victoria. Bottom 
right: Be Ready Warrandyte’s Warwick 
Leeson and Linda Lawrie with Pastor 
David Molyneux from the Warrandyte 
Community Church.

Well done, Be Ready Warrandyte
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The winter’s heavy chest 
hangs too close to the tops 
of the manna gums. The rain 
has made the river rush and 
the mouth of the tunnel is 
heaving with water as if it is 
itself drowning. 

Frothing white water throws 
itself against the back of the 
tunnels throat, the black hole 
in the stone is gagging and 
choking. 

The tunnel howls of a 
winter-long death, singing 
from the bottom of its belly, 
deep underground. Then up 
through the bush walkers’ 
heels and into their shivering 
ribs. Muddy water washes 
around in cavernous chests.   
  
It will be months before it is 
warm enough to swim, but 
the children have taken their 
shoes and socks off anyway. 

They let the icy water lap 
their toes. Their small 
squeals pierce the tunnels 
low moan. Children’s fists 
sink softly into the muddy 
riverbank, jeans slowly 
soaking brown, shrieking and 
giggling peeling like light; 
too quick to be swallowed by 
the bellowing tunnel. 

When eclipsing binary stars 
cross one another’s paths, 
viewed from the riverbank, 
they look as if they are one 
star. 

When the smaller of the 
two stars is closest to the 
earth, there is a faint drop 
in luminosity. When the 
stars switch and cross again, 
locked in one another’s orbit, 
there is a million-year-burst 
of the brightest light against 
the black throat of night; too 
quick to be swallowed. 
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Dear Diary,
WARRANDYTE RSL would like to 
send out a big sincere thank you 
to the Warrandyte community for 
their support of our Anzac Day 
and our first ever Dawn Service 
to commemorate the 100th year 
anniversary, it was a huge success. 
This was a big change from the 
traditional 10am march and service 
normally held in the memorial 
grounds.

We particularly wish to acknowl-
edge the community spirit shown 
in paying tribute to our fallen, both 
at the dawn service and then back 
in the RSL club rooms on the day. 
The genuine recognition given to 
this important day by the young 
children, youth and adults of all 
ages was remarkable.

Many thanks to those many 

people who donated their time 
helping the RSL in so many ways: 
the inspirational and professional 
John Bryne as master of ceremo-
nies, the Catafalque Party, the 
Bagpiper, the wonderful solo voice 
of Barry Carozzi, Warrandyte’s 
own Bellbird Singers led by Lise 
Moran, the beautiful hand-crafted 
poppy wreaths and tributes and 
the special donation to our RSL of 
a painting of Simpson and his Don-
key created by local artist Cherry 
Manders, on show forever for all to 
view at any time in the club rooms.

There are many others who 
helped organise the day prior to, 
on the morning and after the cer-
emony. This included setting up 
Stiggants, transporting seats, work-
ing in the kitchen, preparing and 
donating food platters and cleaning 
up Stiggants by the local scouts 
and the list goes on.    

The logistics effort by the 
SES and police to manage the 
enormous turnout of locals who 
marched and attended the service 
was truly commendable. 

The RSL committee members 
along with volunteers from Warran-
dyte Lions Clubs managed to pro-
vide to hundreds of people gunfire 
breakfasts and refreshments after 
the service.

The RSL operates with a com-
bined membership of service and 
non-service people as you don’t 
have to be a returned veteran to 
become a member and to enjoy the 
facilities and the club which oper-
ates as a social venue opening from 
4.30pm on weekdays and Sunday. 

The RSL would like to emphasise 
that it is a community club and we 
extend a warm welcome to anyone 
interested in joining. The commit-
tee runs live music sessions on the 
last Sunday of the month this is for 
the whole community to enjoy and 
families are very welcome.

Thank you everyone who helped 
or participated in this very special 
day. 

The Warrandyte RSL Committee. 
Club rooms: 113 Brackenbury St. 
Inquiries 9844 3567 after 4.30pm 
weekdays.

RSL thanks community
dear diary
Letters to the Diary on local topics 
are welcome. All letters —including 
emails—must include the writer’s full 
name, address and phone number, 
even if not intended for publication. 
Letters may be edited for reasons of 
style, length or legality. Letters can be 
posted to: Warrandyte Diary, PO Box 
209, Warrandyte Vic 3113. They can 
be emailed to: info@warrandytediary.
com.au; or left at the Diary office at 
168-178 Yarra St (above the library).

Dear Diary,
Thank you. Thank you so much 
the litter picker-uppers who are 
keeping the main roads in the 
centre of our bit if urban Mel-
bourne as rubbish free as they 
can.

I’ve seen you out there with 
your pickup pincer devices (about 
$5 at the cheapwares shops), and 
your fast-filling plastic bags.

I’ve seen you picking up the 

coffee cups, takeaway food bags, 
the drink cans, water bottles and 
empty cigarette packets that are 
among the most common of the 
garbage people now feel free to 
fling out of their car windows, or 
leave where they parked to eat it, 
on the presumption that someone 
else can pick it up.

Here in the former garden state 
that could be relabelled the state 
of abandoned trash and dumped 

mattresses; where the freeways 
and country roads are fast turn-
ing into lineal rubbish dumps, in 
our neighbourhood you are doing 
a terrific job keeping the high tide 
of flung rubbish at bay.

So thanks for being that some-
one who picks it up. And imagine 
if more of us pitched in now and 
then to clean up what others feel 
so free to toss away? 

Jenny Brown. Osborne Road.

Gratitude to the street cleaners

Dear Diary,
MANY people either love or dis-
miss music from the 1980s.  I’m in 
the former category, but for me the 
1980s was also the decade I learnt 
to read and play music. I was fortu-
nate to have been taught piano by 
Mrs Ann Arnold, initially in group 
lessons as part of the Warrandyte 
Primary after-school music pro-
gram, then later at her house over 
the river.  It had a big music room 
containing both an upright and a 
grand piano, which I was thrilled 
to be allowed to play.  What I most 
enjoyed however, was hearing Mrs 

Arnold play as she demonstrated 
the pieces.  It was amazing to me 
then - as it is now - how she could 
play something perfectly on first 
attempt, something that would take 
me weeks to master.

I did not know or care that her 
house had been designed by a well-
known architect, I just liked her 
cat.  Although, it was an interesting 
place to visit.  I remember being 
intrigued by the little books about 
the childhoods of famous compos-
ers that I read while I waited for 
my turn.  There was always a lot 
of waiting as Mrs Arnold would be 

engrossed in the music and lose 
track of the time.  She’d always give 
make-up lessons at the end of term 
if your time had been cut short as a 
result.She encouraged me to bring 
in whatever I was interested in, 
whether it was Chopin, the Black & 
White Rag, or the theme from the 
Muppet Show and delighted in new 
pieces of music, humming along 
cheerfully to Whitney Houston and 
Bon Jovi.

What I appreciate now is the 
encouragement of individual prog-
ress and effort.  It didn’t seem to 
matter whether you had talent or 

not, so I ploughed on regardless.  
Mrs Arnold provided a nurturing 
environment and opportunities for 
us to perform in concerts in the 
Warrandyte Primary multi-purpose 
room and AMEB examinations if we 
wished.  She also encouraged the 
study of musical theory.

Mrs Arnold must have been one 
of the most patient people I have 
ever encountered.  Such was her 
dedication, that when I was to be 
tested on pitch for part of an exam, 
she did not despair at my attempts 
to sing the notes.  Instead, she took 
on the challenge and gave extend-

ed lessons, enduring my warbling 
in the weeks leading up to the 
exam with good humour.

Even now, decades later, I can 
still see the backs of her hands and 
her fingernails of sensible length.  I 
hear her reminding me not to drop 
my wrists. While I will always be 
grateful for what she taught me, I 
will remember Mrs Arnold for her 
kindness, enthusiasm and twinkly 
eyes most of all.  She was a won-
derful part of my childhood and I 
will always enjoy music because 
of her.

Alysa Johnson (former resident)

Nillumbik out  
of touch
Dear editor, 
Mayor Helen Coleman's so called 
community engagement process 
regarding rate capping ("Nillumbik 
rate cap review", June 2015, page 
27) shows how out of touch our 
profligate council is with ratepay-
ers. 

The state government rate cap 
framework was introduced to 
moderate excessive year on year 
rate increases from local councils.  
Nillumbik is now the single highest 
taxing council in Victoria. Mayor 
Coleman has overseen yearly rate 
increases well above inflation 
during her tenure.  Mayor Coleman 
is now flagging an exemption for 
Nillumbik shire council from the 
rate capping framework which can 
only mean higher rate increases 
above the rate cap.  It is time for 
a change.  Local council elections 
due in 2016 will provide the only 
real opportunity for "community 
engagement" and to rid wasteful 
council spending from the Shire.

Kyle Gillan 
North Warrandyte

Dear Diary and Warrandyte com-
munity,
Does Warrandyte need a service 
station … in the gateway to War-
randyte?

Do we need more traffic enter-
ing and exiting the road in War-
randyte during the afternoon traf-
fic congestion in Yarra Street?

Do nearby and surrounding 
residents want to be affected by 
the noise pollution of fuel tanks 
coming and going in the early and 
late hours of the morning and 
evenings?

Do we as a community wish to 
increase our safety risk in the case 
of a bushfire?

These are just a few questions 
that concern me.

Not only is this site very close 
to "our last place of resort", it is 
next to the main road that leads to 
our last place of resort and is also 
next to the oval where the heli-
copters land in an emergency.

The proposed service station 
site (1-5 Yarra St) has Andersons 
Creek running along side it, the 
feeder creek to the Yarra River. 
The environmental impacts of the 

development are not fully known 
at this stage.

The proposed development of 
this site for a service station does 
not respect the neighbourhood 
character of the area, as it is still 
zoned residential and is subject to 
minimal change codes.

Residents are also concerned 
as to the likelihood of criminal 
aspects relating to after hours con-
venience stores.

There are a large number of 
community issues and concerns 
surrounding this proposed de-
velopment such as traffic, light-

ing, environmental issues, noise 
pollution, crime, of which I have 
mentioned.

Council's Warrandyte Township 
Heritage Guidelines state that 
the precinct has "..aesthetic sig-
nificance as an informal almost 
semi-rural village where the 
buildings are often secondary to 
the landscape element ... which 
give rise to the description of the 
‘Warrandyte Style’ that is a nota-
ble and distinctive element of the 
character of the area today".

Your sincerely,
Concerned resident,Warrandyte.

Remembering Ann Arnold

Do we really need a service station?

ONLINE 
POLL
Do you think Warrandyte 
needs a new service station?

Have your say on our website
www.warrandytediary.com.au
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www.billanook.vic.edu.au
197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

An Independent, Co-educational School of the Uniting Church                                                                            
Educating children from Early Learning to Year 12

Next College Tour: Monday 3 August, 10.30am

Billanook/Warrandyte bus extension
Now coming from Doncaster

Doncaster       Warrandyte       Billanook College

Billanook College

  On the last Sunday of every month the Warrandyte RSL is proud to present
the Hideout Sessions, featuring the best of local & international
recording and touring artists hiding out right here in Warrandyte.

Don Hillmans Secret Beach
From early days busking and playing on the Melbourne folk circuit,  Don found his passion for songwriting and formed his first band. 

Don cites Bob Dylan and Van Morrison as major early influences, and also Richard Clapton.
Reviews have drawn favourable comparisons with Australian artists, Colin Hay and Paul Kelly.

Andy White & his Band of Gold
We are excited to welcome this Belfast troubadour to the Warrandyte RSL. With his group The Band of Gold and new album How Things Are. 

Released to critical acclaim it received extensive airplay, ending up in Jeff Jenkins’ end of year top 10 lists. 
Andy is match-fit and raring to go. Reviews have drawn favourable comparisons with Australian artists, Colin Hay and Paul Kelly.

the Detonators
The “Dets” have been touring nationaly and internationaly for many years building a reputation for knockout live performances and 

winning dedicated fans everywhere.  There authentic roadhouse roots sound is difficult to pidgeon hole, often described as a
Rock n Roll/Rockabilly/Blues mash up, whatever it is doesn’t matter, audiences are guaranteed a great time. 

the Hornets
The Hornets are one of our best blues bands and feature some of the country’s most respected musicians.
Singer song-writer Craig Horne together with guitarist Jeff Burstin ( Jo Jo Zep / Falcons / Black Sorrows),

is joined by guitarist Wayne Burt (Jo Jo Zep /Black Sorrows), Wayne Duncan (Daddy Cool), Chris Tabone (Bad Loves) 
and Bruce Haymes on keyboards (Paul Kelly / Renee Geyer bands).

Rust
This relative new commer to the sceen is winning friends wherever they play. You can look forward to a mix of Blues,
Roots Rock and a bag of originals. This talented line up features Jo Pearson, Mark Lowrie, Gary Young and Wayne Earl.

Keep an eye out for their forthcomming Album due for release later this year.

The Warrandyte RSL is unique, it is a pokie free, layed back, relaxed venue and 
makes a great choice for your next function.

The Warrandyte RSL, 113  Brackenbury St, Warrandyte ( off Mitchell Av.)

Entry is Free, Doors at 4:30pm

Sunday 25th October

TBA
This mystery band will be fabuoulas whoever they are.

Sunday 29th November

Sunday 30th September

Sunday 30th August

Sunday 26th July

Sunday 28th June
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA
MOST artists can only dream 
of having their work pub-
lished, admired, screened, or 
critiqued by a body of peers. 
For Dannika Horvat, this 
dream became a reality. 

Recently nominated for 
young Australian filmmaker 
of the year, Dannika’s film 
The Summer of ABC Burns 
received the audience choice 
award at the prestigious St 
Kilda Film Festival and is be-
ing aired at the Palm Spring 
International Short Film Fes-
tival in California.

For the young Warrandyte 
filmmaker who works at 
Quinton’s IGA it’s almost too 
good to be true.

“It’s been really well re-
ceived and we’ve just been 
blown away by the feedback. 
We didn’t expect it to do as 
well as it’s done. I had hardly 
any expectations and they’ve 
been exceeded,” Dannika 
says.

“With St Kilda film festi-
val, I’ve been the last three 
years, so it was so cool to 
actually see my film in it. 
We were nominated for best 
screenplay, even though 
other people in the catego-
ry were quite established 
and had all made quite a 
few films, so we really just 
couldn’t believe it.”

The film, which was origi-
nally made as her university 
grad piece, was first con-
ceived in 2013 and shot over 
a six-day period last year. 
It explores the nature of in-
teractions in high schools, 
particularly those made by 
young girls.

“The film was for my 
Bachelor of Film and TV at 
Swinburne. I first wrote it as 
a short story in mid-2013 and 
then I wrote the script for 
about six months. It’s about 
two girls in high school and 
their toxic relationship. 
ABC burns are something 
I learned about in primary 
school, you scratch some-
one’s hand and you have 
to come up with a word for 
each letter.”

The film combines an Aus-
tralian approach with a focus 
on women and their interac-

BEV HANSON sent in this photo of a pair of phascogales that live in one 
of the 25 nest boxes her son Peter has built and placed around their 
property. These animals, also known as tuan, are a rat sized carnivorous 
marsupial with black brush tail. They are endangered so need our pro-
tection. Cats and foxes are the main predators.

By EMMA CARINCI 
THE Mullum Mullum Reserve 
works will not only gener-
ate improved access, car 
parking, landscaping and 
connectivity to the Mullum 
Mullum Creek Trail, but will 
protect and conserve the 
surrounding environment, 
according to Manningham 
council.  

One of the features of 
the works will be the con-
struction of stormwater 
raingardens to treat carpark 
runoff.  

Stormwater contains harm-
ful pollutants including oil, 
litter, animal droppings, 
organic matter, nitrogen 
and phosphorus. The raing-
ardens are designed to 
capture stormwater runoff, 
reducing the nutrients and 
pollutants from entering 
creeks and rivers.  

The raingardens at the 
reserve form part of a col-
laborative research project 
between Melbourne Water, 
Manningham council and 
the Water Sensitive Cities’ 
Cooperative Research Cen-
tre (CRC).

Melbourne Water’s 10,000 
Raingardens program ran 
from 2008-2013.  Melbourne 
Water Waterways’ John 
Woodland says the program 
was a great success, reach-
ing its goal of creating 10,000 
raingardens. 

According to Melbourne 
Water, raingardens are be-
coming an important part of 
garden design, particularly 
in Melbourne. Mr Woodland 
says most of the 38 councils 
in Melbourne Water’s operat-
ing area are adopting water 
sensitive urban design initia-
tives such as the installation 
of raingardens.

The Mullum Mullum Re-
serve Management Plan 
also outlines a proposal 
to build a stadium which 

will include five multi-use 
sports courts and up to 500 
seats. A planning permit 
application for the stadium 
will be submitted within the 
coming months, according 
to council.

However, Manningham 
council wants to ensure that 
the building does not impact 
on the long-term viability of 
the trees along the southern 
boundary of the reserve.  

Arborists have been en-
gaged to assess the health 
of these trees and determine 
whether the construction 
will impact on their long-
term viability.  

Director of assets and en-
gineering at Manningham 
council Leigh Harrison says 
the impact of any proposed 
works on the local environ-
ment is always a consider-
ation for the council. 

The works will include 
reconfiguring the existing 
carpark, widening and up-
grading the entrances at 
Springvale and Reynolds 
roads, the construction of 
a roundabout within the 
reserve as well as additional 
car parking spaces, new pe-
destrian and bicycle paths 
including the new connec-
tion to the Mullum Mullum 
creek trail and landscape 
improvements. 

Access to and around the 
reserve and the current car-
park will be affected by the 
works, however, council will 
minimise disruption by ar-
ranging traffic management 
and signage to inform users 
of any relevant changes.  

The works, which com-
menced in mid-June, are ex-
pected to be complete within 
three months.  To keep up-
dated with the progress or 
for more information, visit 
www.yoursaymanningham.
com.au/MullumMullum
ReserveManagementPlan. 

Dannika’s burning ambition

tions, two key elements Dan-
nika feels strongly about.

“I love writing about wom-
en and I really wanted to ex-
plore their relationships and 
how they can be negative. I 
also really like to tell stories 
that are uniquely Australian. 
It’s my dream to be a part of 
the Australian industry and 
I want the Australian film 
industry to be more widely 
accepted by Australians,” 
Dannika says.

Stepping into the role of 
director was one of the more 
engaging opportunities for 
the young filmmaker, who 
plies her trade mostly as a 
scriptwriter.

“The whole process was 
my favorite part about the 
process,” Dannika says.

“I was really lucky in how 
well it went, because we did 
a lot of planning and had a 
great crew. I directed, along 
with the help of my producer 
Steph, and I worked with 
friends. It was a really, really 
beautiful crew, we had a 
pretty breezy shoot and we 
were really happy with it - it 
had a really nice energy. I 
really enjoy directing and it’s 

not something I get to do as 
much because screenwriting 
is my main hang and that’s 
what I want to do.”

Certainly selecting a skilled 
and reliable cast and crew is 
a key element of good film-
making and Dannika reaped 
the rewards of choosing 
well.

“We got the most incredi-
ble cast. The girl who played 
the lead role, Jess Yates, it 
was her first piece fresh out 
of high school and she was 
incredible. Our supporting 
actress Ariel O’ Neil I saw 
in another Swinburne film 
and I knew I wanted her. We 
knew it would be a good film 
as soon as we cast them, 
because they just worked so 
well together.

“Choosing who you work 
with is really important and 
I was working with friends. 
Making people know how 
grateful you are really mat-
ters. I was just stoked to 
have them there, working for 
free, in the middle of winter. 
I was so  grateful to have 
people doing that for my 
project.”

The sky is clearly the limit 

for Dannika, who has taken 
the first step in what looks 
to be a highly promising 
endeavor. However, no one, 
least of all Dannika, is getting 
carried away.

“I’m doing my masters of 
screenwriting at VCA at the 
moment and I’m just about 
to start writing a feature film. 
I’ve never written anything 
longer then 13 minutes, so 
it’s a whole new challenge 
that I need to attempt. The 
goal and big pipe dream will 
be to get it picked up and 
made somewhere down the 
line. That’s what I’m dream-
ing of at the moment.”

For those interested in 
viewing the film a little pa-
tience is required, as regu-
lations dictate that the film 
cannot be shown while on 
tour.

“Because we are doing 
a festival circuit at the 
moment, you can’t have it 
online because it disqualifies 
it,” Dannika says.

“I don’t really know what’s 
next for the film, but I want 
people to see it and it’s real-
ly nice to show it to people 
and hear feedback.”

Environment matters 
for Mullum works

Phascogales nice and cosy

In the frame: Dannika Horvat is forging ahead with a career in film. 
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The  
Scrimshaw 
Four

Members: Jesse Sheers – guitar, 
vocals, Geordie Schellhorn – Con-
traBass, vocals, Matt Sheers – violin, 
vocals,  Sam Plummer – banjo, guitar, 
vocals .

Genre: Bluegrass/Gypsy/Jazz.
If you’re a regular at the Warran-

dyte market, it’s likely that you’ve 
crossed paths with The Scrimshaw 
Four. 

We sat down with Matt and Geordie 
to talk about their lives as musicians.

Since meeting at school, the guys 
began their journey by busking 
regularly at the Warrandyte Market.

 They officially formed the band 
three years ago, when asked to per-

form a gig at the Warrandyte Festival.
“The Warrandyte festival has been 

great every year—I think it’s proba-
bly our favourite gig,” Matt said. 

“All our family and friends are there 
and so many familiar faces that we’ve 
seen and played for in Warrandyte 
over the years.”

Interestingly, all members of The 
Scrimshaw Four come from classical 
backgrounds. 

Their sound is unique; a combina-
tion of acoustic violin, contrabass, 
banjo and guitar. 

The guys describe it as a combina-
tion of “gypsy doof doof, bluegrass 
and gypsy jazz.”

Although regulars at bars and ven-
ues in the Fitzroy area, The Scrims 
have seemingly covered all bases 
when it comes to shows.

“We’ve played a lot of random gigs, 
just sort of different things from 
weddings, to pubs, to birthdays. We 
did a baby shower once,” Geordie 
told the Diary. 

“I really like the 60ths, they know 
how to party.”

“But we always love coming back 
to Warrandyte to play,” Matt added.

As for the song writing process, 
it is a collaborative effort, with all 
band members bringing something 
different to the table. 

“We can sort of test songs by busk-
ing with them [so] we don’t have to 
play them at a gig for the first time,” 
Geordie explained.

Matt added: “The good ones are the 
ones that people respond to when 
we’re playing on the street -the ones 
where people stop and listen.” 

Matt and Geordie whole-heartedly 
recommend busking as a way to 
combat nerves, experiment with new 
songs and put yourselves out there, 
all the while earning a bit of money.

The Scrimshaw Four will be playing 
at The Workers Club, Fitzroy every 
Monday night in August. Check them 
out on Facebook at facebook.com/
TheScrimshawFour

Striking a
It’s no secret Warrandyte is home to a 
creative bunch of people and the music 
scene is no exception. With that in mind, 
the Diary embarked upon a musical 
investigation to track down some local 
bands to get a taste of what they have 
to offer. LAURA DOGUET sat down with 
members from The Scrimshaw Four, 
Selling Time and Sunborne to learn about 
their musical journeys — from the initial 
challenges to the milestone moment of 
releasing a first single. They also offered 
some advice to any budding musicians 
hoping to crack into the music industry. 

CHORDSelling 
Time

Members: Jackson Price – guitar/
vocals, Soren Maryasin – drums/
backing vocals, Harry Morley – bass/
vocals.

Genre: Alternative Rock
From jamming at lunchtimes at 

Warrandyte High to playing packed 
gigs at The Espy, Selling Time have 
come a long way since their incep-
tion three years ago. Jackson and 
Soren told the Diary all about their 
musical journey so far, and offered 
their advice for aspiring artists. 

Despite playing all over Melbourne, 
Soren and Jackson agreed the most 
recent Battle of the Bands in War-
randyte was one of their favourite 
performances.

“I mean obviously we didn’t have 
2000 people watching us but the 
small crowd we had was really good 
and really energetic and it was great 
to see that,” Jackson said.

Selling Time released their debut 
single You Know Me earlier this year. 
Exceeding 1000 plays on Sound-
cloud, the guys were stoked with the 
reception of the song.

“It was really cool to get that to-
gether and finally sort out mixing and 

instrumentation,” Soren said. 
When asked if it’s difficult to gain 

momentum as a band living in the 
eastern suburbs, Jackson and Soren 
agreed that where there’s a will, 
there’s a way. 

“I think it’s about the attitude. I 
mean we all have cars, we all have 
opportunities to go wherever we 
want. And I think it’s just up to what 
you want to do. If you want to do it, 
you can do it,” Soren advised.

Jackson also stressed the impor-
tance of originality when creating 
your own music. 

He said that sometimes having 
varied tastes or styles to your band 
mates is not necessarily a bad thing. 
Jackson and Soren are also in an-
other band called Sideglance along 
with Jackson’s sister Maxine. The 
two bands allow them to experiment 
with different sounds and venues, 
improving their skills overall as ver-
satile musicians.

Due to current Year 12 commit-
ments, the guys have been forced to 
slow down the pace of their musical 
endeavours to focus on their studies. 
They are looking forward to the end 
of the year, so they can redirect their 
attention to what they love most. 

Check out Selling Time on Face-
book for updates and information 
about upcoming shows at facebook.
com/sellingtimemelbourne

Sunborne
Members:  Mathew Dukovcic 

– vocals, guitar, Anthony Burke 
– lead guitar, vocals, Patrick 
Chaanin – drums, Georgia Knight 
– bass guitar.

Genre: Indie Rock/Folk.
Local band Sunborne are 

bound to put you in a good mood 
with their blissful vibe and pas-
sionate tunes. 

We had the pleasure of meeting 
Matthew, Anthony and Patrick 
from the four-piece indie rock/
folk band.

The foursome met in high 
school and began casually jam-
ming a couple of years ago. Since 
then, they have played shows all 
over Melbourne from Warran-
dyte’s Now and Not Yet to Bruns-
wick’s The Penny Black.

The guys agreed the early days 
of networking and securing gigs 
was challenging. 

“It’s hard when you start out, 
like trying to email venues. 

When no one knows who you 
are, they won’t take the chance 
sometimes as they don’t know if 
you can pull a crowd or if you’re 
any good,” Patrick explained to 
the Diary.

The group were not deterred 
by the initial challenges. Mat-
thew said that from putting them-
selves out there and saying yes, 
the offers started rolling in. 

“That felt really good, really 
good. [We] couldn’t believe it.” 

As young adults, they are jug-
gling their studies, part-time jobs 
and music. 

Patrick explained the difficul-
ties he and Georgia face when 
it comes to prioritising between 
their music and intensive art and 
design degrees.

“There are moments where 
we can’t do as much with the 
band as we’d like, and we’re a 
bit more inactive for a couple of 
months of the year.”

Matthew and Anthony study 
music business and are encour-
aged to immerse themselves 

within the local music scene. 
Their launch event earlier this 

year for their debut single Of 
That It Seems was a memorable 
night for the band as they took a 
risk with a Beatles medley.

“It was five Beatles songs in 
about six or seven minutes and 
everyone went crazy. It was the 
most fun we’ve had on stage and 
everyone got into it,” Patrick 
said.

When asked what advice they 
would offer new bands starting 
out, they all exclaimed in sync, 
“Just say yes!”

They also agreed networking, 
making friends and being active-
ly involved in the music commu-
nity is essential for success.

“If you play a gig make sure 
you communicate and network 
with the people at the venue,” 
Anthony advised.

Patrick added: “The music 
scene is all about community.”

Sunborne can be found on Face-
book at facebook.com/sunborne.
band

Check out othe video of our  
Warrandyte bands at
www.warrandytediary.com.au
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SEND US YOUR PET PICS!

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to work out Warrandyte is a pet paradise. Everyone loves their pets. So we at the Diary put the call out 
for a new Pets in Paradise page and you answered the call! Here’s a selection of our first contributions, so be sure to send yours in for 

next month’s edition with PETS IN PARADISE in the subject line, a photo and brief blurb about your pet to info@warrandytediary.com.au
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It’s time to start thinking about Christmas 
events. Dates are already starting to fill for work 
functions, family get togethers and social club 

events. Let us do the hard work for you.  
Call us to arrange a personal tour.

Country rock band ‘Ruckus’ will be playing  
at the Grand on Friday 31st July. Having played 
all over the country, including the Tamworth 
Country Music Festival, these guys sure know 

how to put on a great show.

 Don’t forget, we boast the biggest screens  
in town for you to view all of the live sports 

action every weekend. Come down with your 
mates for a meal and a cold beverage  

to catch all the action.

CHRISTMAS Hills’ Mechanic Insti-
tute Hall echoed with warm ap-
plause last month for the launch 
of a collection of poems by award 
winning poet and self-confessed 
“public loony” Sandy Jeffs. 

A valued regular at Warran-
dyte’s Grand Read, Sandy has 
been moving patrons with her 
insightful poetry for many years. 
The Mad Poet’s Tea Party is her sev-
enth published volume.

Sandy has lived with schizophre-
nia and all its moods since 1976. 

Her first book Poems from the 
Madhouse (also published by Spin-
ifex Press) was awarded second 
place in the FAW Anne Elder poet-
ry prize 1994. Her memoir, Flying 
with Paper Wings: Reflections on 
Living with Madness, was shortlist-
ed for the 2010 Age Book of the 
Year, named SANE Book of the 
Year 2010 and commended in the 
2010 Human Rights Awards.

About 80 people sat down to the 
gracious introduction by award- 
winning poet and Melbourne 
child psychiatrist Dr Jennifer 
Harrison.

Jennifer described Sandy’s latest 
collection as being “thematically 
concerned with madness – what 
it’s like, what it means in contem-
porary culture, society and in 
history”, and her poetry as “polit-
ically bold, urgent, frank, directed 
and controlled – but sweeping 
ahead”. 

 She commented on the position 
of the voice, which at times has 
“more of a collective inclusive-
ness in sensibility”.

 In The Madwoman in This Poem, 
the reader is invited to reflect and 
identify with the speaker: 

The madwoman in this poem 
is everywoman
is any woman
is a mother, daughter
sister, lover, friend – 
the madwoman in this poem –
is me

“When writing is this direct,” 
Jennifer said, “stigmatisation 
about madness cannot thrive be-
cause stigmatisation requires a 
sense of distance, of otherness, of 
being ‘not me’. 

Everything about this poetry 
challenges preconceptions about 
mental illness.”

Jennifer remarked on Sandy’s 
poetics and her use of humour: 

“Sandy’s poetry continually 
tweets madness back to social 
culture – cheeky bombs that land 
right where ignorance might be 
having a rest.” 

She quoted Andrew Denton’s 
back cover comment: “If you be-
lieve that ‘blessed are the cracked 
for they let in the light’, then dou-
ble-blessed is Sandy because she 
lets in the funny too.”

It’s a solid achievement to have 
one book publically recognised, 
let alone two in the same month.

Sandy acknowledged the sup-
port of Spinifex and also Black 
Pepper who recently published 
her sixth collection, Chiaroscuro.

“I feel very privileged and lucky 
to have two books launched with-
in two weeks,” said Sandy. 

“It’s very affirming that people 
think enough of my poems to 
want to publish them.” 

A trailblazer in public advocacy 
for the mentally ill and their car-
ers since the late ‘80s, Sandy has 
spoken out at many conferences 
and presentations. 

Her advocacy work was formally 
recognised in 2001 as one of 250 
women whose names were placed 
on the inaugural Victorian Honour 
Roll of Women. 

In March this year, the talented 
writer enlightened listeners as a 
guest on Community Radio Station 
94.1FM’s Big Life Conversation, 
where she talked about her life, 
schizophrenia and how poetry 
had saved her. 

Sandy told the Diary her agenda 

had always been about “compas-
sion, respect and understanding” 
for people living with mental 
illness.

“If I can invite people into the 
world of madness by telling my 
own painful story, I can show 
them I’m not an ogress – my baf-
fling behaviour is not something 
to be scared of or judged,” Sandy 
explained.“My words might en-
courage people, from all society, 
to be more understanding of oth-
ers like me.” 

In bringing her commendation 
of The Mad Poet’s Tea Party to a 
close, Jennifer agreed:

“This book should be read by 
every medical student, GP, psychi-
atry trainee, psychiatrist, allied 
mental health practitioner and 
government minister whose port-
folio includes mental health. I’ve 
suggested to the Australian and 
New Zealand College of Psychia-
try that Sandy’s work should be 
part of the scientific program at 
their 2016 Congress.” 

Living with schizophrenia, San-
dy wakes daily, vulnerable to the 
madness she calls “the housemate 
from hell”. 

As a reflection of what it is to 
make it through this assault, The 
Mad Poet’s Tea Party is at once 
fragile and hopeful. 

Parts will make you cry. Al-
though, Sandy’s sharp wit (unin-
hibited in poems like The Sanity 
App and McMadness), will have 
you laughing – often! It’s a clever 
read. 

However, it is our privileged 
entry into the halls of madness – 
our chaperone a dexterous poet, 
clearly in command of her lan-
guage – that makes it an unforget-
table one.

The Mad Poet’s Tea party can be 
obtained from Eltham Bookshop, 
Readings, Collected Works, or by 
contacting Sandy at: sandyjeffs@
ozemail.com.au

Mad poet’s tea party
By CHERIE MOSELEN

The Mad Poet’s Tea Party: Author, Sandy Jeffs. 
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hree One Act Plays, another 
thought provoking, enter-
taining evening. 

We all have family issues 
and A Special Occasion 

covered some of the more serious 
ones. 

The play started with many of us 
relating to the difficulties of three 
generations living together and their 
interactions with each other. A few 
laughs were had at first - how could 
there not be with Noelene Cooper as 
the grandmother - but by the end of 
the play, silence prevailed and tears 
welled. 

Humans often do the wrong thing, 
with the very best of intentions. I 
felt however, the excessive use of 
blasphemy in the script took away 
from the strength of the characters.

The Blizzard was spooky. One cou-
ple expected to join another in their 
hideaway in the snow. A blizzard 
prevails and the couple who arrive 
are not the expected couple. 

Lisa Upson made her feelings 
quite clear with words, while Angela 
Heine didn’t say much at all, but her 
expressions sent chills down the 
spine. The men go outside to “look 
around”.  Did the unknown couple 
really know the expected couple, or 
had they murdered them?  Or were 
they just opportunists hoping for a 
“swinging” weekend?

Surely only Alan Cornell could 
have directed the bizarre comedy, 
Artic Fevers. I was spellbound by the 
stupidity of Captain Edmonsonson 
and the fear and frustration of his 
offsider, Elwood Fife.

Tony Clayton deserves a medal. 
Not just for remembering so many 
lines, but remembering such loopy 
ones. Comedy wise, this was not my 
cup of tea, but clearly I was in the 
minority as there were many laughs. 
Someone likened it to Monty Python 
humour. Say no more.

Direction and acting, as always, 
were fantastic and the Italiano duo 
will no doubt have their own produc-
tion company one day.

BRIONY BOTTARELLI

ARRANDYTE Theatre 
Company usually save 
the best until last, but 
this year they reversed 
the order. 

A Special Occasion opened the eve-
ning.  A very clever play poignantly 
exploring suicide in the family, how it 
affects the family members and how 
much we should tell our children.  It 
also highlighted how support ser-
vices serve the community much 
better now than in earlier days. A 
tale well told.

The subject matter a little too close 
to home for this reviewer, and it took 
a while to brush away the tears.  Ver-
dict: Brilliant.

The Blizzard followed. A short 
piece in which a couple in a remote 
country house in a blizzard are vis-
ited by a very strange couple who 
have arrived in lieu of their expected 
guests whom this couple obviously 
know.  The plot becomes one from a 
horror movie, and just as we think 
the play is about to explain things, 
it finished abruptly and we are left 
wondering whether murders have 
just occurred or are about to occur.   
Verdict:  Spooky.  Mention must be 
made of the excellent set and lighting 
effects with a realistic wood fire.

After an interval with warming 
soup, wine and refreshments, Arctic 
Fevers concludes the evening. A 
farcical story of a mad Arctic expedi-

Mixed bag of  plays

tion captain and his hapless offsider 
awaiting either death or rescue, 
conducted in the offbeat style of 
Monty Python, Blackadder or The 
Young Ones. 

Again plaudits to the effects cre-
ators with realistic polystyrene snow.   
Unfortunately, as with Python, the 
original humour is continued for far 
too long.   Verdict: Boring.  Some of 
the audience may disagree with this 
verdict as many laughed heartily 
throughout, but this one was not 
for me.

No individuals singled out for 
appreciation because, as always, 
the acting was marvellous by all 
the company across all three plays 
and the difficult job of the directors 
well handled. After the Warrandyte 
performances, WTC take this show 
on the road to One Act Play Festivals 
in Emerald, Macedon and Foster. We 
wish them every success.

  DAVID HOGG

PICTURES: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Jon Italiano

Farhad Zaiwal and David Creedon

Eloise Thompson, 
Jon Italiano and  
Tony Chapman

Noelene Cooper
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Grand effort snares Diary Goes
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WINNER

Global title for Ferguson family
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Have you been to Warrandyte Osteopathy??

Here at Warrandyte Osteopathy we have over 13 years of clinical 
experience. We treat conditions such as:

Back Pain
Neck Pain
Headaches

Sporting injuries
Pain during and post- pregnancy

Hip, knee and ankle pain
Shoulder, elbow and wrist pain

We also treat all age groups, including new-born infants, children 
and the elderly. 

For your convenience we also have a clinic in Ringwood, located at 
35 Warrandyte Road, Ringwood, just near the freeway exit. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years
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Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Olivia Rimington 

Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients

OPEN 
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm

Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Diary sharp-shooting photographer and columnist BILLY HUDSON-MCAULEY captured a magic moment one 
morning recently while wandering around our beautiful Yarra River. As we hit the mid-point of winter, residents 
have noticed a return this year to frosts, 0-degree mornings and icy windshields. 

One chilly day in beautiful Warrandyte …
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JUICE UP AT COCOA
COCOA Moon keeps reeling out the 
innovations and fresh juice lovers can 
look forward to carrot, apple, orange, 
banana and all sorts of fruity concoc-
tions at the café in Yarra Street. Given 
the amount of cyclists or joggers 
who pop in after their exercise, the 
venture is sure to be a hit for Andres 
and his team.

SHOW ME THE MUFFINS
Speaking of Cocoa Moon, rumour 
has it a certain White Owl spoiled the 
party for one eager Quinton’s IGA 
employee recently when the editor of 
this newspaper Instagrammed a pho-
to of Cocoa Moon’s daily choc chip 
mocha muffins. Not realising where 
these tasty treats were created, Toby 
dashed next door into The White Owl 
desperate for a choc chip mocha 
muffin only to find they were up the 
other end of town in the main street.

COOK-UP COOK BOOK
Stay tuned for more information 
about the inaugural Great Warrandyte 
Cook-up cook book featuring some of 
the best recipes dished up by locals 
and our celebrity chefs later this year. 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR
Dinner To You, an online food order-
ing service created by Warrandytian 
Karen Luke is getting lots of attention 
on social media. The website is  
www.dinnertoyou.com.au for more 
info, but in a nutshell Dinner To You 
is passionate about “good health 
and great food” with a mission to 
help busy people eat well and feel 
great with quality dinner kits made 
with fresh Aussie produce, free 
range meat, prepared and ready to 
cook and delivered free. Best of all? 
There’s no preservatives or additives 
like so many other pre-packed meals. 
There’s also gluten, dairy and nut free 
dinner kits available.

IGA ONLINE
Speaking of deliveries to your door, 
locals are abuzz with news of Quin-
ton’s IGA rolling out the order online 
service in four to six weeks time, 
according to Dale Farrugia, general 
manager of IGA. “It’s exciting and we 
have a lot of interest in it,” he told 
yours truly. “The app’s ready to go, 
but we just have to integrate the back 
end system and away we go.” Stay 
tuned for more information.

with Basil Fettucine

By LAURA DOGUET
OVER two nights in December, Cocoa 
Moon Café will be spreading Christ-
mas cheer, providing wholesome 
Christmas dinners to under-privi-
leged families.

Co-owner of the café Andres Vivado 
came up with the idea as a way to 
offer families a Christmas experience 
they may not otherwise have. 

Cocoa Moon will cater for the event 
and funds received by monthly raf-
fles—currently underway—will go 
towards presents for the families and 
children who take part.

Mr Vivado will ask families to send 
their Santa letters through prior to 
the dinner. 

“There will be face painting, a 
Santa, a Christmas tree, decorations 
…” Mr Vivado explained and said he 
hopes the fun-filled event will bring a 
smile to the children’s faces. 

Mr Vivado’s idea was inspired by a 
family tradition from his childhood 
in Bolivia. 

His father would graciously open 
their doors to children in need 
during the festive season to offer 
food, toys and company.

Staff, family and friends of Cocoa 
Moon have generously volunteered 
their time on the night to help out. 

Monthly raffles have included 
vouchers from restaurants Altair 
and Vanilla Orchid, as well as items 

purchased by Mr Vivado himself. 
Unique indigo denim tote bags are 
also available, with all proceeds 
going towards the cause.

Mr Vivado said he would not be 
able to go forth with this act of 
kindness without the community’s 
ongoing support of his business. 

“I’ve been really lucky and blessed 
to have the support of Warrandyte 
and surroundings to make this busi-
ness successful enough to be able to 
do this,” he told the Diary.

To help make this event truly spe-
cial, support Mr Vivado’s mission 
by purchasing a raffle ticket and/or 
a tote bag from Cocoa Moon Café in 
Yarra Street.

BY LARA MCKINLEY 
A WONGA Park man has won two 
gold medals and a silver at the world 
marmalade championships in the 
United Kingdom. 

It’s a record-winning haul for an 
Australian company. After all, win-
ning a marmalade contest in England 
is a bit like winning a pasta contest 
in Italy: there’s centuries of tradition 
and national pride to contend with. 

“It’s a pretty big deal, I just couldn’t 
believe it,” says Dr Lachlan Shackle-
ton-Fergus, who runs his marmalade 
business J.B. Shackleton’s, out of his 
home in Wonga Park.  

But Lachlan has a secret weapon – 
he is from an old marmalade making 
family, and has two centuries of his 
own traditions and recipes to draw 
from.  

Lachlan’s business J.B. Shackle-
ton’s started out in Yorkshire in the 
late 1700s, then moved to Glasgow 
and onto London, before the original 
J.B (John Barstow) Shackleton set 
up shop in Melbourne in 1880 at the 
Eastern market. 

“I remember my grandmother Alice 
Mary making deliveries in her horse 
and cart. She’d tie the horses to the 
lamp-posts. She was still at it when 
she was in her 80s.” 

The prize-winning preserves – 
old-fashioned tangelo, Tahitian lime 
and Cara Cara breakfast – were based 
on family recipes at least 150 years 
old, but using modern fruit varieties. 

“The recipes have been handed 
down through our family for more 
than five generations,” Lachlan says.  

Even the pans the marmalades are 
made in – five kilos of fruit is all they 
can handle – are family heirlooms, 
virtually impossible to buy now. 

“We use the traditional ‘open pan’ 
technique,” Lachlan explains. “The 
pots are thick and transfer the heat 
evenly.” 

“We do it all by hand. There’s a real 
technique to it; a lot of skill in doing 
it accurately and consistently. 

“The setting temperature has to 
be just right. If you don’t get it right, 
the marmalade is like glue. It’s a very, 
very precise process.” 

But there was no whiff of marma-
lade glue for the judges at the World's 
Original Marmalade Awards in Cum-
bria, England this year. 

The tangelo was “magnificent 
with an excellent, complex flavour,” 
according to judges. The lime was 
also “excellent, with a beautiful green 
colour; an even distribution of peel”. 

No improvements were needed, the 
judges said. What they didn’t say is 
these preserves taste like a bit of 
colonial sunshine, having a dance 
on your tastebuds. 

They are that good.  
These are not the first awards Lach-

lan has won with his marmalade, but 
this is his first double-barrelled gold 
medal haul from a global field of 2300.  

And that’s where his second secret 
weapon came in: top quality, Austra-
lian fruit. 

“The trick is to start with the finest 
quality fruit, absolute A-grade. It’s a 
myth you can buy the cheap stuff. It 
just muddies the product,” he says. 

“I only deal direct with the growers. 

Call me Dr Marmalade

And I get the fruit ready and sliced 
within a week of getting it picked. 

“For lime and cumquats I do it the 
day after it’s picked, otherwise you 
lose the pectin.” 

Lachlan says he came to the family 
business later in life and is rather 
proud to have resurrected the tradi-
tion – although he has taken a rather 
tangled path to get there. 

“When my grandmother died in 
1966, that was the last time we were 
producing and selling marmalade in 
Australia.” 

His family moved to Gozo, a tiny 
island in the Mediterranean in the 
late 1960s and set about rebuilding a 
400-year-old farmhouse surrounded 
by ancient olive trees. 

But marmalade making was in the 
blood. “We planted hundreds of fruit 
trees in formerly barren areas,” he 

said.
“There was beautiful citrus on the 

island but no tradition of doing any-
thing with it, no culture of making 
marmalade. 

“The preserves soon became very 
popular, and are still made today.”

The move was prompted by his 
father’s career as part of the dip-
lomatic corp. Lachlan, who was in 
his early 20s at the time, eventually 
moved to Cambridge and earned a 
PhD in international law. He went on 
to work as a consultant on multi-bil-
lion dollar tenders. 

But eventually, Australia called him 
home and he set up shop in Wonga 
Park with his wife, children’s book 
author Julia McClelland. 

When he couldn’t find marmalade 
he liked, he dug out those family 
recipes and pots, built a new kitchen, 

made friends with local orchardists 
and started cooking. 

He’s not sure how much longer he’ll 
keep the business going: at 69 he is 
thinking about retirement. Like his 
marmalade, it’s bittersweet. 

“We are the last of our line. It would 
be nice to pass it on, but perhaps it 
doesn’t appeal to young people as a 
way of life.” 

He says it’s not rocket science, but 
that it does take a lot of craft and 
skill. He does, however, admit with 
the Dr in front of his name and a 
bunch of letters behind it, his quali-
fications might be overkill. 

He chuckles: “Oh well, just call me 
Dr Marmalade.” 

J.B. Shackleton’s marmalades and 
jams can be bought from Warran-
dyte’s very own Lollies and Treats, 
on Yarra Street. 

Bolivian Christmas tradition 
to help families in need

Lachlan Shackleton-Fergus shows marmalade judge Jane Hasell-McCosh his products and kitchen. Photo: Her-
mione Hasell-McLosh. Recipe for marmalade success (bottom right): use the family’s 150-year-old copper pots to 
make small batches, by hand. 
Marmalade in the blood (bottom left): the original J.B. Shackleton’s stall at the Eastern market.  
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North & South
America
Save 10% when you book any Globus 2016 
USA, Canada, Alaska or South America tour 
by 15 September 2015

INCLUDING CANADA & ALASKA

Save 
10%

Book by 15 Sep

*

Conditions: Save 10% discount applies to new bookings only, before 15/09/2015. Discount is based on land-only portion 
of core tour on twin share price, not including extra night accommodations, extensions, taxes/fess, tips, supplements and 
reductions.  Not combinable with other offers except second tour and repeat traveller discounts.  Non-refundable deposit 
of $250 per person per tour is required within 14 days to secure booking.  Further restrictions apply – enquire Warrandyte 
Travel & Cruise.

Paddle for Nepal
By LARA MCKINLEY
WHITEHORSE canoe and kayaking 
club will be holding a fundraising 
paddle and BBQ for Nepal Sunday 
July 19 starting at 10.30am in War-
randyte.

According to event organiser 
Alison Boyes, the river trip – from 
Jumping Creek to Warrandyte – is 
suitable for beginners with some 
basic river skills. 

“It’s a good opportunity to appre-
ciate the river, which has some nice 
little rapids,” Alison says.

“You feel like you are a million 
miles away, and you might even see 
a platypus.”

Experienced members of the club 
will be on hand to guide paddlers 
down the river.

Even those without paddling gear 
can join in, either by borrowing 
equipment or by jumping on the 
Whitehorse raft. Potential paddlers 
need to get in touch beforehand so 
equipment can be organised.

“We have a limited number of boats 
and other equipment we can loan 
out, so give us a call. It’s a question 
of first in, best dressed,” Alison says. 

Organised kayaking trips through 
commercial operators cost between 
$150–$200, so this is a good oppor-
tunity for those keen to try out the 
sport.

“Even if people don’t want to 
paddle, they can come along to our 
BBQ and help support Nepal.” The 
BBQ starts at Noon at Jumping Creek 
reserve.

The close-knit paddling community 
is keen to help Nepal following the 
devastating earthquake in April, Al-
ison says. The earthquake left 8700 
dead and nearly 800,000 homeless.

 “Many of us have gone over 
there over the years—it’s really 
fantastic paddling and the people 
are so beautiful and warm—when 
the earthquake struck we knew we 
wanted to help.”

All money raised will be going di-

rectly to help rebuild the Shree Jala 
Kanya Parimaki Primary School in 
the Trishuli Valley. 

The fundraising efforts to rebuild 
the school—which has 350 students, 
and is not much bigger than War-
randyte Primary School—are being 
coordinated by Ram and Georgia 
Bhandari, an Eltham-based couple 
who run kayaking tours in Nepal.

Ram is Nepalese, and the school 
is a two-hour trek from his village 
Baireni. It sits above the Trishuli 
river, a popular kayaking destination.

“The school was completely de-
molished by the earthquake. It was 
completely flattened to the ground. 
It was really lucky there were no 
classes,” Georgia explains.

“We have already done some small-
er fundraisers to buy some wood to 
build makeshift classrooms so the 
kids can go to school.”

There is no prospect for govern-
ment aid to rebuild a more perma-
nent school, according to Georgia.

“All the schools are getting $1000. 
That’s just not enough.”

The Bhandaris estimate between 
$20,000-$30,000 is needed.

She said she is touched by how 
many people want to help.

“It’s great. People want to do some-
thing to contribute, to put something 
back. The fact Ram is from Nepal, 
people know us and know that we 
are directly helping the school is 
definitely a drawcard.”

Ram says they plan to have the 
new school built by December—in 
time for winter. 

Three crews of volunteers, includ-
ing one group of paddlers who al-
ready had a trip booked, are pitching 
in to fast-track the building process.

“Thanks to everyone. The chil-
dren of Nepal really appreciate the 
support.”

To book a spot on the paddle, email 
Alison at boyesm@ozemail.com.au 

To donate to the school, email 
georgia@whitewaternepal.com

Paddle power: Join Nepalese kayaking guide Ram Bhandari and Paul Sorrentino from Whitehorse Canoe Club on a fundraising paddle from Jumping 
Creek to Warrandyte Sunday July 19. Funds raised will help rebuild the Shree Jala Kanya Parimaki Primary School, which was flattened by the April 25 
earthquake in Nepal. Photo: LARA McKINLEY

Dear Carolyn, why is Can-
ada a ‘bucket-list’ coun-
try? Jeremy from Warran-
dyte North

It’s a no-brainer, Jeremy, 
Canada offers awe-inspir-
ing scenery and great 
value for money.  In par-
ticular, the Rocky Moun-

tains and iconic locations such as 
Lake Louise and Banff National Park 
in British Columbia lure thousands of 
Australians across the Pacific Ocean 
each and every year.

For many, a trip on the Rocky 
Mountaineer is one of the best ways 
to enjoy the majesty of the spectac-
ular Canadian scenery.  With the 
ability for guests to travel in either 
SilverLeaf or GoldLeaf depending 
on preference of service level and 
budget, the experience is revered as 
one of the world’s great rail journeys. 

The west coast of Canada has much 
to offer and most visitors select Van-
couver as the gateway to the region.  
Beautifully located between moun-
tains and coastal waters, it offers 
a multitude of attractions, sporting 
facilities, entertainment and culinary 
experiences. 

Across the waters, Vancouver Is-
land’s Victoria is a must. Aptly named 
the Garden City, this charming city 
is full of character.  Stroll along its 
vibrant harbour, browse the myriad 
shops or pop in for afternoon tea at 
the iconic Empress Hotel. 

Perhaps the greatest drawcard is 
the world famous Butchart Gardens. 
Covering an area of 22 hectares, the 
wonderful floral displays are a sight 
to behold.  No matter the season, 
the gardens are designed to please 
the eye and delight the senses.  From 
spring to autumn the riot of colour, 
dazzling bedding plants and sweep-
ing lawns can’t be missed. 

Canada has long been the gateway 
to Alaska’s Inside Passage and a 
plethora of cruise ships depart from 
Vancouver most days, connecting 
the Rockies experience with a taste 
of Alaska. Travellers with more 
time can also explore Canada’s east 
coast; Toronto’s CN Tower and the 
mighty Niagara Falls being definite 
drawcards.  
Our travel expert Carolyn is the 
manager of Warrandyte Travel 
and Cruise. Email her at carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au

Spectacular Canada
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From the hills of Warrandyte 
to the Great Wall of China, 
local fitness femme BEC 
ROSTRON completed 
a marathon from great 
heights recently and is this 
month’s guest travel writer. 
A proud Warrandytian for 
the past 12 years with her 
husband Marty and three 
children, Hudson (13), 
Archer (11) and Rose (9), 
Bec has also played a big 
part in our local community, 
including transforming many 
local women’s lives with 
her fitness business called 
Femmex. That provided the 
building blocks to launch 
her into becoming our latest 
Marathon Woman.

UNNING a small women’s 
fitness business for the 
past four years, I’ve re-
ally enjoyed specialising 
in high intensity work-

outs that are certainly not for the 
faint-hearted. I love motivating all 
those local dedicated girls who come 
to my classes and see them achieve 
their fitness and weight loss goals.

I work my butt off in the classes, 
too, so that girls are constantly 
pushed to another level. Through 
these classes my fitness has in-
creased and so too did the length of 
my runs. I started my love of running 
about 10 years ago, but definitely 
was not doing big runs for the first 
few years. I have now done one mar-
athon, three half marathons, three 
Puffing Billy runs and countless oth-
er fun runs in and around Melbourne.

I first decided to do a marathon in 
my 40th year as kind of a tick on my 
bucket list. I have had rheumatoid 
arthritis since I was 23 and was told 
I’d be in a wheel chair by the time I 
turned 40. So when, after limitless 
visits to hospitals, doctors, nutri-
tionists, acupuncturists and so on, I 
found just a change in my eating hab-
its sent my arthritis into remission 
(where it has now been for about 
eight years) and I decided to take my 
running a bit more seriously. 

With 5164 steps and endless hills to 
be climbed, the Great Wall of China 
Marathon has been billed as one of 
the toughest running events in the 
world: which is why I eventually 
chose this one. 

I was lucky enough to have talk-
ed a friend from Queensland into 
conquering this marathon with me. 
Chantal grew up in Park Orchards 
and attended Aquinas with me so I 

Bec hits the Wall

have known her for many years. 
We arrived in China and had a day 

of sightseeing around Beijing before 
heading to the Tianjin Province, 
Jixian, to settle in before checking 
out the hardest wall portion of the 
run. The photos just don’t let you 
know exactly how steep the steps 
actually are, but the views are out of 
this world. I wasn’t expecting it to be 
as breathtaking as it was. The 3.5km 
section we completed felt really hard 
and woke up with sore calves the 
next day: we questioned whether we 
were ready for such a feat. What had 
we got ourselves into? Already sore 
with only steps and no kilometres! 

We had a day to rest before waking 
up at 5am on Saturday May 16 and 
were shuttled on a bus to the Yin & 
Yang Square where the run would 
commence.  It was a crazy atmo-
sphere in the square as 2500 runners 

were all milling about waiting for 
their turn. We had a very funny 1980s 
aerobics-inspired warm-up for a few 
minutes and then it was time to line 
up at the start.

It was going to be 30 degrees and 
sunny so the morning chill didn’t 
last very long once the race began.

I started out strong and thank 
goodness for all the hours spent 
training on the hills of Warrandyte 
as there were a lot more hills than I 
was expecting. I felt strong climbing 
the wall and headed out to complete 
26km around the villages for what I 
thought was the flat part of the run 
(I was wrong!).

Despite the continuous hills, this 
was also one of the best parts for me 
as the streets were lined with chil-
dren wanting high fives and shouting 
words of encouragement. It definitely 
kept me in great spirits for the rest of 

the run. Despite accidentally taking a 
5km detour (serious blonde moment 
and bad signage), I absolutely loved 
every part of it. 

Climbing back up the wall for a 
second time was devastatingly hard 
after completing 36km, but I powered 
through it still on the adrenalin rush 
I began the race with - that and about 
five energy gels to help me along 
my way. 

There were plenty of people strug-
gling to get through this last part of 
the run and the steps were lined with 
exhausted and seriously depleted 
runners. To give you an idea of just 
how steep and hard this section was, 
every kilometre on this part of the wall 
took about 18 minutes to complete.

Running back into the square and 
over the finish line was out of this 
world, I can’t describe how ecstatic 
I was. I couldn’t believe during and 

after such a hard marathon I was 
still feeling energetic and extremely 
elated. 

Even after all the steps, heat, hills 
and accidental detours, I’d do it all 
again in a heartbeat.

I finished in 5:07hrs and with that 
time managed to come second in my 
age group (40-44) and was the 17th 
woman across the line. 

Despite all the challenges it was 
one of the most scenic, beautiful 
and rewarding runs I have ever done. 
It was one of the best moments of 
my life.

Beijing also was a great place for a 
celebration, that’s for sure!

Simply China: From $2,179 - 9 
Days, fully inclusive from Mel-
bourne. For more details contact 
the team at Warrandyte Travel 
And Cruise.

The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area

n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)

n We host local birthday parties!

n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends

n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au
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Meet the

SELLS: Sausages, hot chips and Devonshire tea, 
with genuine whipped cream.

“Down at the market there are about six to eight 
of us Lions people. It’s very hard work, all that 
standing up on concrete. It’s a busy six hours, but 
it’s good.

“We are a charity, we get the site for nothing. Ev-
eryone’s a volunteer, we just have to buy the stock. 
So we make a few dollars out of it – about $50,000 
over the years we’ve been doing it.

“It’s pretty good, to help the community. There 
are a lot of people out there, needing us.

“We help all the Warrandyte schools, six local 
CFAs, and the Warrandyte tennis courts.

“There’s a whole series of projects. We do driving 

for the blind every year. A lot of them say, ‘This is 
the best day of my whole life’.

“We do house repairs if people have an incapacity 
and need a ramp. We pay for two houses in Licola so 
disadvantaged kids can have a country experience.

“Why do I do it? I worked for 35 years in the 
pharmaceutical industry, as a sales rep. I reckon 
I’m having a pretty good life and want to give a 
little bit back.

“I’ve got a little bit of time and a bit of freedom 
and this is a good way to do it.

“And you get to meet a lot of people; there are 
really terrific people in the Lions. It’s all good stuff.” 

Pete has lived in Warrandyte since 1973. He says not 
much has changed, but the shops are better.

SELLS: Wearable art, hand spun, hand-made alpaca 
wool creations.
“I spin and weave alpaca wool. I knit and crochet 
with it. I do it ‘cause I love it. It’s a passion of mine.
“All my alpaca wool is from Chum Creek. I have a 
bit of a barter for the wool and make beanies for 
the farmers.
“The wool doesn’t have lanolin like sheep’s wool; 
it’s not heavy, it’s not itchy and it’s warmer. When 
children touch it they say, “It’s like clouds, so light 
and silky’. 
“It’s very therapeutic to hold a clump of wool and 
turn it into a thread, a yarn. 
“When I lost my job, I got a bit of a payout and I 
bought an electric spinning wheel, a drum carder 
and a loom.
“I thought, ‘This is what I do then.’

“The market is good, you get to meet people who 
also weave and spin. They say, ‘Oh, your work is 
really good!’ and it gives me confidence.
“I take my spinning wheel to demonstrate how 
clothing starts, as a thread. Most of the time I even 
know the name of the alpaca the wool has come 
from. It makes it more special.
“And people take such an interest. It brings back 
memories. Old people—it doesn’t matter where 
they are from—say, ‘Oh, my mum used to do this.’
“I used to think I was born in the wrong time, but 
things are changing now. It’s slow, but people are 
getting back to nature.”
Fiona lived in the tropics for 20 years. She had to 
give up spinning (too hot!) but was known as the 
‘Mad Crocheter’.

SELLS: (Very delicious) European-style sourdough 
breads.  
“I have my daughter during the week and work Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday—50 hours in three days.
“I love the bakery. I wake up early, when all the 
streets are quiet. It’s consistent work, routine—put 
the bread in the oven, take it out, put it in the car 
and come to the market.
“Then all the people come. It’s beautiful, really; 
talking to everyone, the community, the stall-hold-
ers. I take in the market’s life. It’s a living thing. 
“In my history I was a photographer and an artist. I 
was in marketing. I was an activist; for many years 
that was my full-time job.
“I came to Australia from Israel 15 years ago, as a 

pastry chef. I couldn’t live [in Israel] anymore. The 
political situation was stupid beyond my ability to 
accept. 
“I had been an activist for so many years, but it was 
not going to get better. I thought, ‘Now is my time,’ 
and I decided to leave.
“I didn’t think I could learn a new language so I had 
four countries: England was too dark, America, well, 
too fascist and Canada was too cold.
“That left Australia, and it’s so beautiful. I am very 
happy I chose Australia. My daughter now is eight. 
She’s a total Australian girl. I love it.”
Hagai is one of the main movers and shakers at 
Easter Confest.

SELLS: Freshly made gozleme, a Turkish flat-bread 
with fillings and baklava.
“We’ve been at the Warrandyte market for three 
to four years. We love it. The river is amazing. The 
people and the environment … everything is lovely. 
All the stall-holders are so friendly and helpful; the 
customers too.
“People try to make gozleme at home, but it’s hard. 
“But for the ladies who make it here, it’s easy, be-
cause it’s in the Turkish culture. People are very 
amazed when they see it. ‘It’s a form of art,’ they say.
“Food in the Turkish culture is very important. It’s 
part of our family gathering. It’s how people come 
together. 

“People love our food. Everyone knows us and 
comes to visit. We have the same customers, rain, 
hail or shine.
“My uncle owns the business, mum runs it and I 
help on weekends. I’m 26.
“I was born in Australia and raised in Turkey. Twelve 
years ago we moved back to Australia, when I com-
pleted my year eight studies.
“My English was not that well. It was so difficult to 
communicate. I had some hardship.
“Now, I can speak English, but it’s not perfect. I am 
really happy. I don’t plan to move anywhere else.”
During the week Naz is a dental nurse. Sunday is 
her only day off. 

The gozleme lady
Naz Siper, Turkish Kitchen and Catering

The spinner
Fiona Hall

The volunteer
Pete Moloney, Lions Club stall

The bread guy
Hagai Erman, Mattisse Bread
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The first Saturday of the month is 
Warrandyte market time. Last month, the 
Diary’s Lara McKinley took some time out 
from shopping to chat to some of the stall-
holders, and found some surprising stories.

SELLS: Fine art photographs—landscapes and 
architectural prints.
“Not many people buy photographs these days; 
they don’t have the wall space, so for me this is 
more about a bit of fun than money.
“I didn’t do photography to be commercial. It gives 
me satisfaction.
“Landscapes are my thing. They talk to you in a 
way. 
“For me, each photograph is important. It’s about 
the place I’ve been and how I feel. The images have 
to conjure something that takes me beyond what 

is just a pretty scene. 
“Take that picture of Lake Eyre. The horizon is 
100km across, left to right. It’s flat as far as the 
eye can see. At dawn, the light hits the ridges.
“Nobody else was around. It’s hard to describe, 
but it’s quite spiritual. I can understand why 
Aboriginal people are so attached to the land.
“I travel to pretty remote places. My ideal is: 
if the mobile phone stops working, then I am 
heading in the right direction.”
Robert is also a travel writer. Before doing pho-
tography he worked in finance.

marketeers

SELLS: Hard-to-resist hand-crafted resin jewellery, 
made in North Warrandyte.

“I make resin jewellery. It starts as a liquid, I put 
colours in it, I layer it and then sculpt it. After chilling 
and tumbling, I put it all together. 

“People can’t resist touching the jewellery. 
“I love the Warrandyte market. There’s a really loyal 

customer base, I get repeat customers—often they 
are all friends with each other. I feel like I have great 
local support. 

“My background is in interior design, and I started 
doing the jewellery at university. I sold little bits to 
friends and shops, and eventually at the markets.

“When I had kids, I tried to do both [interior design 
and jewellery], but I found it too hard. This is better. 
The working hours are really good, and being able to 

work for myself. 
“I had Max [the youngest of her three children] 

three and a half years ago, and we had a stint over-
seas, in Singapore, so I had a break from the business.

“Now I’m finding my feet again. 
“It is very necessary to have a creative outlet, to 

stop me going crazy. That’s the kind of person I am. 
I’m constantly creating. It’s sort of a problem. I bake 
bread, I cook, I paint.

“But to get an income from it, that’s very useful. It’s 
a positive thing to be able to create something there’s 
a bit of a demand for.

“The girls see, if you want something, you have to 
work for it.”

Rosie says she doubts her talents all the time, but it’s 
just part of the creative process.

SELLS: (Seriously good) free range pork, straight from 
her Wandin North farm.
“We are the only free-range certified pig farm in Victo-
ria with Humane Choice. I started with the first pigs in 
2011 and we produced meat in 2012.
“I started because I received an email about sow stalls, 
and how they bred the pigs, with factory farming. 
I thought, ‘There should be an option to buy pork 
produced ethically and humanely.’
“I had no idea about either world when I started. I had 
worked in business before that!
“People come here and see how they are raised. We 
don’t hide the pigs away. We are open farmers, sharing 
what we do with everyone.
“All our breeders have happy names. Like Joy, Comic 
or Chatter. We have Chipper the boar. We don’t name 
the piglets, because they are meat pigs. That’s too hard. 

“It’s very hard physical work, especially hard on the 
back. The weather is the most challenging thing. When 
it’s miserable, that makes more work. 
“We are very small and we do the whole lot. But it’s 
worth doing.
“So many people thank me at the farmer’s markets. 
They say, ‘Don’t you stop doing this’. 
“These are people who tell me they haven’t eaten 
pork for 20 years. We’ve even converted one veg-
etarian.
“People want to know what they are eating. People 
care, they really do.
“There’s a real dollar value to buying local, ethically 
and humane. It’s a challenge for some people to 
get their heads around, but once you commit to 
it, you can’t turn back.”
Jo won ABC’s Livestock Producer of the Year in 2014. 

The photographer
Robert Norman 

The sculptor
Rosemarie Gassner, Farbe Design

The pig farmer:
Jo Stritch, Happy Valley Free Range

Pictures LARA MCKINLEY.
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VER the past few 
months I’ve been 
having bird food 
for breakfast. Not 
the solid block sort 

with an iron hook poking out 
the top but the free flowing, 
loose sort. Some people call 
it muesli.

Now breakfast bird food 
comes in a variety of forms. 
At the VW campervan end 
is the bog plain version with 
lots of dusty bran with a few 
sad pieces of dried fruit and 
one or two pre-loved nuts. At 
the top end is the all singing, 
all dancing style, crammed 
full of shredded biodynamic 
coconut, dried pygmy cran-
berries, diced and candied 
watermelon, dehydrated wa-
terfall droplets, marinated 
moonbeam portions and all 
these freeze-baked in goose 
fat in a wood fired pizza oven. 
Once the latter blend is mixed 
with yak milk it becomes ho-
meopathetic.

My preference falls about 
half way. I scorn the baked, 
unhealthy version, the sort 
that features in ads in the 
glossy magazines. They are 
usually shown luxuriating 
in a crystal cereal bowl with 
slow motion, fat-free, taste-
free milk cascading onto the 
freshly picked strawberry, 
and lovingly sliced kiwi fruit 
segments atop the pyramid of 
dustless gorgeousness. In the 
background awaits the Vogue 
model mum, fully made up, in 
designer clobber.

If my breakfast was featured 
in an ad it would be in a 
chipped dessert bowl, half full 
of high quality bird seed and a 
lot of sultanas, chopped dried 
apricots and a few dollops 

of Greek yoghurt with just a 
splash of full cream milk. It 
would be held lovingly by an 
ageing, unshowered, unshav-
ed, balding man in striped 
flannelette pyjamas. 

Before the bird food era, I 
had a patch where I could only 
contemplate eating porridge, 
sweetened with Golden

Syrup for breakfast. Surely 
you would think I was on 
safe territory with that. But 
no, porridge is not just por-
ridge. I was quite happy to 
use instant porridge whilst 
other “porridge friends” were 
openly dismissive of my way-
ward ways. Whereas I would 
happily dispense half a cup of 
instant porridge into a bowl, 
add enough milk and water to 
liberally cover it, microwave 
it for two minutes, stir and 
microwave again for another 
minute or until it starts to 
bubble over the rim, my other 
friends knew the “proper way 
of making porridge”. 

Evidently, you need to take 
un-anythinged, stone ground 
oats and on the night before, 
you need to place it in a sauce-
pan, cover it with distilled or 
imported spring water from 
the Outer Hebrides, recite 
some Robbie Burns doggerel 
over it and go to sleep with a 
sprig of heather under your 
pillow. In the morning, you 
need to chip away the icicles 
to get into the stone flagged 
kitchen, light the peat fuelled 
fire and wait until the fire has 
enough heat to melt the ice on 
the top of the overnight oats 
mush. Eventually, that can be 
heated, with constant stirring, 
over the acrid smoke of the 
fire until the wooden spoon 
can stand upright, unaided.

The real porridge is then 
splodged into a hand turned 
wooden bowl. The only per-
missible topping to the por-
ridge is a knob of butter, 
that you have made the day 
before, and a teaspoon of salt. 
Any other way is a Sassenach 
fad. 

Over the course of our mar-

riage we have been through 
food fads. Herself is a fabu-
lous cook and loves exper-
imenting with different cui-
sines. I remember when we 
were first married, fine dining 
was de rigueur. To assist the 
home cook came the Cordon 
Bleu magazines. Each edition 
taught a new set of techniques 
and also suggested a dinner 
party menu. One particular 
one I have never forgotten and 
it involves soup.

I came into the kitchen and 
asked if I could help. I was 
given a kilo of cooked green 
peas and told to peel them.

“You must be joking!”
“No, it says you can’t get a 

really creamy soup unless you 
get rid of the cellulose.”

It takes about an hour to 
peel a kilo of peas. The soup 
was great but we have nev-
er had it again. Recently, 
however, kale has made an 
appearance. A wonder food, 
evidently, full of vitamins and 
minerals and water and other 
things. The fact that it tastes a 
little bitter and is unpleasant-
ly fibrous proves that it’s good 
for us. In fact, it’s so good that 
we have had quite a lot of it.  
You could say that now I’m 
very kale and hearty.

But, is a fad a problem? Well, 
it depends on your definition. 
To try something and then 
lose interest and move on to 
something else that appears 
more exciting or trendy, is a 
fad. It means you have the 
choice. It’s a first world prob-
lem and is a bit sad. Changing 
foods because you have to is 
called “survival”. What three 
quarters of the world’s popu-
lation have to do!

ROGER KIBELL

grant mcgregor

love
landscapes

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design  
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.) 
& Associates

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &  
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

TOM KERKHOF 
T E L E V I S I O N
Servicing the area for 40 years

 DIGITAL Televisions,  
Stereo Systems, DVDs,  

Digital Set Top Box Systems, 
New Digital Television  

Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE 
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

DIARY ADVERTISING DEADLINE 
COPY CLOSES LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH

The Warrandyte gym in the 
heart of the village.

Workout indoors with your fitness coach at 
the same time as other members, working at 
your own pace. Motivation, dietary advice, 

friendship & fun!

NEW MIDDAY MEMBERSHIPS
Only $125 per month unlimited visits 

 
 

Get in touch for 3 FREE sessions

Need help?
Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business 

Experienced Technicians

We come to you
Phone 1300 264 552

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 •  Taxation Return Preparation
 •  Electronic Lodgement Service
 •  Accounting & Business Consultants

A seedy kind of breakfast

“I scorn the 
baked, unhealthy 
version, the sort 
that features in 
ads in the glossy 
magazines. 
They are usually 
shown luxuriat-
ing in a crystal 
cereal bowl with 
slow motion, fat-
free, taste-free 
milk cascading 
onto the freshly 
picked strawber-
ry, and lovingly 
sliced kiwi fruit 
segments atop 
the pyramid of 
dustless gor-
geousness.”

kibbled
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SOMETIMES it seems like 
everyone in Warrandyte is 
connected to everyone else. 
Siblings, cousins – first, sec-
ond and third – ad infini-
tum, in-laws and outlaws; 
we all seem to be related. Be 
careful when you’re slagging 
someone off; you’re probably 
maligning their cousin by 
marriage thrice removed: you 
might even cross the Great 
Yarra Divide.

I grew up, seemingly without 
relatives: no aunts, uncles, 
cousins or grandparents. I 
was the youngest in my family 
by many years, so I secured 
two brothers-in-law at an early 
age. I was an uncle by the time 
I was four-years-old.

My immediate family migrat-
ed to Australia from England 
in 1926, eight years before 
I was born: Mum, Dad, two 
sisters and a brother. As well 
as being a profound surprise, 
I was the only “Aussie”, a 
position in the family that 
I rigorously defended. My 
father took me to watch Test 
Cricket. He, of course, quietly 
supporting “the Poms”, me, 
vociferously backing Austra-
lia: both from the stands and 
around the dinner table.

We were not of the genera-
tion that travelled widely in 
their 20s, so Judy and I didn’t 
get to Britain until our 40s. 
(Judy’s mother was an English 
war bride who married her 
dashing young Aussie officer 
and came with him to Aus-
tralia in 1921. We discovered 
her childhood home in the 
London suburb of Sidcup, 
but not a single living relation 
could we find).

I had much better luck. I 
had brought with me a letter 
my paternal grandfather had 

written to my father in Aus-
tralia in 1929. We managed to 
decipher a number of obscure 
references that finally led us 
to a string of villages in the 
Vale of Aylesbury in Bucking-
hamshire.

I had bought a copy of The 
Shell Book of English Villages 
in a London bookshop. Cud-
dington, in the Chilterns, was 
mentioned in the letter from 
my grandfather. I looked it up: 
“In Spurt Street a rather splen-
did house dated 1884 has an 
elaborate display of Victorian 
ironwork.” I knew from my fa-
ther’s reminiscences that my 
great grandfather had been a 
successful builder, renowned 
for his “high Victorian style”. 
A premonition. This had to be 
one of my great grandfather’s 
houses!  

Finally we drove through 
the county seat of Aylesbury 
and following a network of 
beautiful country lanes, we ar-
rived at the charming village 
of Cuddington. We found the 
house in Spurt Street, proudly 
displaying my great grandfa-
ther’s initials: ‘GG’. We went 
to the little post office and the 
postmaster directed us to the 
local historian, who following 
a hunch, looked up “Green” in 
the local school records. 

No contemporaries, but 
a family of Greens, living at 
Nether Winchendon for a 
short period around 1900 
caught our eye. “Probably 
related to you, But long gone. 

Have a look at Haddenham. 
There are lots of Greens 
around there, dating from 
way back.”

And so there were. “Just 
around the corner,” replied 
the Haddenham postmistress. 
“You can’t miss them.” A cou-
ple of shops, a smithy and an 
engineering works: all Greens. 
And all established by George 
Green, my great grandfather. 
Suddenly we appeared to be 
related to half the village!

That George Green (there 
are plenty more, up and down 
the family tree) married a 
miller’s daughter from nearby 
Winchendon. George worked 
as the village carpenter – as 
had his father and grandfather 
before him. But times were 
tough, and in 1863, George 
set out to walk to London, 
leaving all he possessed – 
2/6 – with his young wife. He 
was a skilled tradesman, and 
legend has it that he ‘built’ the 
interior of the Grand Hotel in 
Brighton (where years later, 
the IRA attempted to blow 

up Margaret Thatcher!) This 
job established young George 
Green in his own firm as a 
high quality builder, and he 
prospered in London. 

New railway lines were criss-
crossing Britain in the de-
cades before and after these 
times. George Green was right 
in there, building with the 
best of them: signal boxes, 
railway stations, warehouses 
at St Pancras station, housing 
developments around new 
stations.

But no railway line came 
near the village of Hadden-
ham. The branch line connect-
ing them to the market town 
of Thame had been promised 
for generations. Then the 
word was out. The new line 
was imminent. Rumours were 
rife. But George Green’s close 
association with the railway 
company gave him the inside 
running, a unique chance to 
single handedly climb aboard 
the gravy train. But that’s 
another story.

CLIFF GREEN

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

Warrandyte Health

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!

Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

ON’T you just love 
it? Words sound so 
much more impres-
sive if you make 
them longer  or 

more complicated. 
Federal Minister for Immi-

gration, Peter Dutton, raised 
a few eyebrows last week 
during his interview with 
Kieran Gilbert for Sky News.

Mr Dutton was speaking 
about Australians who choose 
to fight overseas. 

“If they serve or fight in the 
name of a prescribed terrorist 
organisation, by their very 
conduct they have renunciat-
ed their citizenship.” 

Renunciated? Did I hear 
that right? Yep. He repeated 
it several times on ABC radio 
during the day. He said it again 
on the ABC’s 7:30 Report when 
attempting to explain himself 
to Leigh Sales. Clearly it was 
the word of the day. “So if the 
person has conducted them-
selves in a way, in a certain 
way, they have, by effect of 
that conduct, renunciated 
their citizenship …”

Talk about contagious – 24 
hours later, I couldn’t believe 
the number of people saying 
“renunciated”.  Fools! But 
perhaps I was wrong. Perhaps 
“renunciated” is a word. When 
I got home I looked around for 
my treasured Shorter Oxford 
English Dictionary. Bother! I 
forgot I’d left it at work last 
December, having sadly ban-
ished it from the high fire-risk 
of a Warrandyte summer. 
Some things live permanently 
at work, other things come 
and go, and I often forget 
where I’ve put what. 

Next port of call was the 
Macquarie, right here on the 
shelf. I don’t use this dictio-
nary quite so often. I know 
it’s universally used by Aus-
tralian publishers, but I’m less 
than keen on its philosophy. 
Oxford and Macquarie lexi-
cographers work under quite 
different rules of engagement 
when it comes to defining new 
words. As a result, the Mac-
quarie is much more reactive 
to changes in usage, listing the 
most recent as the primary 
meaning. Such definitions 
effectively risk becoming 
self-fulfilling prophecies.

Sadly for Mr Dutton, “renun-
ciated” is not yet an official 
word, even by Macquarie’s le-

nient standards. However, the 
way it’s taking off, the overly 
cumbersome “renunciated” 
will probably replace good 
old-fashioned “renounced” 
before you can blink.

Then again, perhaps not. I 
am delighted to report that 
another extraordinary term 
commonly seen on packets 
of disposable nappies – “elas-
ticated” – does not appear in 
the official lexicon despite 
decades of attempted use. 

While the dictionary is open, 
I’ll look up another word that 
appears to have maddeningly 
changed its meaning: “visita-
tion”.

 Government Ministers, ABC 
presenters (once oracles of 
correct usage), journalists 
and editors have, of late, 
been quoting numbers of 
“visitations” to national parks, 
galleries and events as if that 
were some type of scientific 
descriptor. Visitation? I’ve 
always associated that word 
with ghosts or some other 
supernatural intervention. 
Not the mundane comings 
and goings of ordinary human 
beings – comings and goings 
such as taking Buster to the 
dog park, or nipping up to 
Port Douglas for a few weeks 
to escape Warrandyte’s chill 

winter mornings.
Oh dear. Sadly for me, Mac-

quarie’s primary definition of 
“visitation” is “the act of vis-
iting; a visit”. But, unlike the 
good Mr Dutton I am vindicat-
ed somewhat, as Macquarie’s 
list of previously common 
uses of this word includes: 
“Visiting with comfort … or 
punishment … as by God”; 
“any experience … regarded 
as occurring by divine dis-
pensation”; or “an affliction or 
punishment from God”.

I wonder which pompous 
nong was the first to think that 
the word “visitation” sounded 
so much more convincingly 
proper than “visit” or “visi-
tor”? A popular mistake, evi-
dently, and now we’re stuck 
with it.

I don’t expect that any of the 
homegrown words used by 
our family would ever make 
it into the Macquarie, but 
you never know. We’re almost 
certainly not unique in our 
eccentricities. Several times 
over the years, for example, 
I’ve heard others highjack the 
word “awry” in exactly the 
manner of my father, re-pro-
nouncing it to mean “spookily 
awe-inspiring”.  It’s such a 
handy little word. Quite unlike 
“renunciated” or “visitation”!

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

Taking definitive action

Finding a family

In Spurt Sreet, a rather splendid house has an elaborate dis-
play of Victorian ironwork
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Warrandyte Film Society 
First on the list is the Warrandyte Film Society. With its first 
ever movie showing on August 14, Warrandyte Neighbor-
hood House is very excited to announce its latest initiative. 

The first screening will be Australian classic Picnic At Hanging 
Rock introduced by the film’s screenwriter and Warrandyte 
Diary’s own godfather, Cliff Green. 
Bookings: Picnic at Hanging Rock, book with try booking or call 
our office. www.trybooking.com/IBXX  - to join the Warrandyte 
Film Society call 9844 1839. Memberships will be $25 for the 
first year.

Pottery for children
Kids are bound to grow 
reckless being kept in-
doors but Warrandyte 

Neighborhood House is here 
to save the day and is offering 
Pottery for Children classes 
in the Mitchell Ave pottery 
studio. This six-week course 
runs every Saturday from 
August 1 and is an excellent 
opportunity to give the kids 
a productive activity. With 
a new piece of art each week they’re certain to leave happy 
with their achievements.  Starts Saturday August 1. From 10am-
11.30am for six weeks. Costs $110.

Digital Photography
Here in Warrandyte we are blessed with endless photo 
opportunities given we are surrounded by natural beauty. 
However, taking a quality photo requires more than a qual-

ity camera. The Warrandyte Neighborhood House is offering 
digital photography classes suited for complete beginners as 
well as the more experienced photographers. Learn how to use 
shutter speed, aperture, ISO as well as focusing techniques and 
other image controlling tools. 
Begins August 17 every Monday 10am-12.30pm for five weeks. 
Cost $15

Warrandyte Walk
Looking to get fit, make friends and get outdoors? The 
Warrandyte Walk is the perfect opportunity, running 
every Monday morning for 10 weeks. Warrandyte beau-

tiful scenery creates the perfect location for a morning walk 
with friends. Especially in winter when a nice mist sits on the 
water and the air is fresh. Mondays 9.15am-11am. Begins July 
13, cost $5 per term

Chess Club 
Join the Warrandyte Neighborhood House Chess Club. By 
challenging opponents, this club is an excellent way to 
test and improve your mental ability and improve your 

chess skills. Meeting every fortnight on a Monday, the chess 
club is an excellent and relaxing winter activity.
Begins July 20 from 1pm-3pm. Cost $5
 

1-2-3 Magic Parenting
With a program specifically designed to help parents raise 
well-mannered, happy and competent kids, Manningham 
Community Health has set up a three-session course for 

parents teaching healthy techniques to manage their children’s 
behaviors and emotions with a calm approach to parenting 
that promotes positive and healthy interactions. Designed for 
parents with children between 18 months and 12 years of age. 
Session dates:  September 2, September 9 and September 16 

Author talk 
Author of Poppy Pretzel and Levi Sprocket, what’s in my 
pocket and Diary Around The Home columnist Debi Slinger 
invites you to join her as she shares her story of how she 

became an author and how she has made it with publishers, 
self publishing and dealing with the changes in the industry. 
Debi is also known around town for her sustainability posts 
and created the Warrandyte Secondhand Page on Facebook. 
July 28 at 1.30pm. Cost $1-$2
 

Cheese making 
Tassie cheese maker and chef Adrian Matthews comes 
to Warrandyte Neighbourhood House to teach the A to 
Z of cheese making, beginning with culturing the milk to 

finished cheese ready to take home. Learn how to make a deli-
cious white mold cheese as well as whey ricotta. Adrian will also 
prepare a yum lunch for the group. August 16 from 10am-4pm  

French Club 
With a lengthy 10-week program, the local French Club 
guarantees to keep your French skills alive. Not only is 
the club a fantastic social experience but it will also teach 

you the basics of French and 
the French culture.
Ever y  Wednesday 1pm-
2.30pm starts July 15, Cost $40

Learn to meditate
Get away from the 
stress of home and 
work this winter 

and learn to meditate. The 
Learn To Meditate class ex-
plores the techniques and 
approaches to the art of med-
itation. With this class the aim is to improve your general 
wellbeing along with your health and stress levels. August 3, 4 
weeks 6pm-6.45pm, Cost $40

A REGISTERED arts therapist 
studying Guided Imager and 
Music Therapy will run a mu-
sic workshop later this month. 
One skill required is the imag-
ination to listen and respond 
to music. Cost $10, afternoon 
tea provided. RSVP cut off is 
July 18. Bring along a mat, 
blanket and pillow. For more 
information contact Annette 
on 0428 419 241 or Maria on 
0423 093 967. Saturday July 25, 
1pm-4.30pm, at St Stephen’s 
Anglican Church, Warrandyte.

AGM’s
Warrandyte Historical So-

ciety is holding its AGM on 
Sunday July 19 at 2pm in the 
North Warrandyte Community 
Centre, Research Road, North 
Warrandyte. Meeting will be 
followed with guest speaker 
Jock Macneish. His talk is 
titled A Cartoonists’s Insight 
into Living in Warrandyte. 
Afternoon tea will follow with 

books and photos on display 
and for sale. For more infor-
mation contact Val Polley on 
whs.secretary@hotkey.net.au

Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House will be holding its 
Annual General Meeting on 
Thursday September 3 at 
1pm. All current and pro-
spective members are warmly 
invited. 9844 1839 for further 
details.

No Lights, No Lycra
Dance like no one is watch-

ing. Every Wednesday night 
7pm-8pm in the Mechanics 
Hall. $5 entry.

Movie
SOME say Dirty Business 

is the movie Tony Abbott 
doesn’t want you to see. 
WarrandyteCAN presents 
this 90-minute US production 
investigating the real cost 
of coal. Mechanics Hall on 

Thursday July 16 at 7.30pm. 
Wine and cheese. Gold coin 
entry.

Performance
The Diamond Valley Singers 

with the Eltham Orchestra will 
present The Merry Widow from 
Bluegum Creek! at Warrandyte 
High School from July 3-11. 
Tickets are $30, concession or 
group bookings $25. Proceeds 
from the production will be 
donated to World Vision Aus-
tralia, Open House Ivanhoe 
and the Elizabeth Nursery 
School in Malawi. For further 
details visit www.dvsingers.
org  or contact 9439 7843.

RSL gigs
The Warrandyte RSL is excit-

ed to welcome Belfast Andy 
White and his group Band 
of Gold, complete with their 
new album How Things Are. 
Sunday July 26, 4pm-6pm.  
BYO food platter welcome.  
Inquiries: 9844 3567 after 4pm 
weekdays. RSL Club rooms, 
113 Brackenbury Street

Grand gigs
C o m m e n c i n g  8 . 3 0 p m . 

Threezacrowd, Friday July 
17. Long Gone Daddy’s Band, 
Friday July 24. Ruckus, Friday 
July 31. Threezacrowd, Friday 
August 7. Peter Grant, Friday 

August 14. Also, every Thurs-
day night from 8pm, Harry 
Healy will be playing in the 
public bar.

Thread
Engaging links, connections 

and interwoven ideas. July 23 
to September 6. Offical open-
ing on July 23 by Dr Tammy 
Wong Hulbert, artist/curator, 
at  6.30pm. Long Gallery Mon-
salvat, Eltham 9439 7712. 

Expo
Greater Warrandyte Busi-

ness Expo will be held at 
the Warrandyte Community 
Church on Wednesday August 
19 from 9am to 6pm. Entry 
is free. Check out local busi-
ness exhibitors and pick up 
some great business advice 
in the business development 
seminars.

For more information visit 
www.warradytebusinessexpo.
com.au 

Botanical exhibition
Nature in Art presents its 

annual exhibition of botani-
cal, birds and butterflies art. 
Park Orchards Community 
House & Learning Centre, 572 
Park Road, Park Orchards. 
Saturday and Sunday July 11 
and 12. From 10am-4pm. Free 
admission.

For more information con-
tact 9876 4381 or www.parkor-
hards.org.au

Ceramic exhibition
Stonehouse Gallery, 103 

Yarra Street, Warrandyte, 
presents Lots of Pots in July.

Open dai ly  10am-5pm, 
phone 9844 3629 or visit  
www.stonehousegallery.com

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

artyfacts

Music therapy workshop

Top 10 things to do for the rest of winter
By SYDNEY LANG
AS we move into the back half of the biting cold of Melbourne’s 
notorious winter, for many of us in Warrandyte that means lock-
ing ourselves in, turning on the heater or lighting a fire and going 
into hibernation until spring. However, hibernation is not your 
only option. Warrandyte Neighborhood House hosts a range 
of activities for all ages throughout the rest of this month and 
August. Here are 10 things to do in Warrandyte during the winter. 
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By LAURA DOGUET
A NEW mental health program aimed 
at helping Warrandyte youth has 
been launched by Manningham Com-
munity Health Services (MCHS). The 
program is supported by a $22,000 
grant from the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Bank (WCB).

Mandy Hudson, community edu-
cator at MCHS, is excited about the 
potential of their Teen Mental Health 
First Aid program to change the face 
of mental health in the local area.

“In the first part of the project we 
worked with Warrandyte High School 
to train their staff and teachers from 
the school cluster in youth mental 
health first aid. By the end of the 
year, we will have provided training 
to Warrandyte High’s entire cohort of 
year 10 students,” Mandy explained. 

“Teen Mental Health First Aid will 
not only provide [the students] with 
skills to support their friends but 
also to manage their own mental 
health and wellbeing—skills they 
can take with them into their adult 
lives,” she added.

MCHS will also provide on-site 
counselling opportunities at the 
school and inform students of ways 
MCHS can assist them further.

It will extend the training to equip 
coaches, trainers and managers of 
local junior sporting teams with the 
skills and education in youth mental 
health first aid.

“I have met with the president of 
the Warrandyte Junior Football Club 
and work is underway to set up dates 
for the training,” Mandy said. 

This is such a well-placed group to 
train in this area as they have ongo-
ing contact with many young people 
from the community.” 

Mandy said it is important these fig-
ures of authority know how to handle 
emerging mental health issues in the 
young people they are working with.

This program would not be possi-
ble without the financial assistance 
from the community local bank. 
MCHS is extremely grateful for the 
grant and the difference it has made 
in their capacity to assist the com-
munity.

According to the Mental Health 
Foundation of Australia, one in five 
Australians will experience a mental 
illness or serious mood disorder 
during their lives.

Mental illness and mood disorders 
take a serious emotional, social and 
financial toll not only on those ex-
periencing in the condition, but also 
their families and friends. 

And tragically, every year, lives 
are lost.

Despite the impact of these illness-
es, a stigma surrounding mental 
health remains. Conditions can be 
overlooked or misunderstood, and 
people can be reluctant to speak 
openly about their mental health 
or seek the help that exists in the 
community.

MCHS is seeking to change this 
through the implementation of this 
new program. 

WARRANDYTE Child Care and Pre-
school Centre will celebrate its 30th 
year on Saturday August 8 starting at 
Noon with an Open Day. The centre 
was established in 1984 to provide 
jobs for unemployed youth and to 
provide child care for local families. 

The committee of management 
discovered a level of experience 
and professionalism was essential 
if it was to be a success and Jenny 
Lynch joined the staff a few months 
later and has been there ever since, 
primarily as the centre director.

“In the 30 years I have been at the 
centre there has been many changes 
in our profession,” Jenny said. “Now 
there is a much greater emphasis on 
the importance of early childhood 
education. Several staff, including 
me, now hold university degrees in 
early childhood education and our 
kindergarten program is run by an 
experienced pre-school teacher.

“It’s a lovely environment to work 
in especially in autumn as the co-
lours are so beautiful. The children 
can play outside and get muddy and 
dirty, play with water and have the 
opportunity to explore the world 
around them. My great joy is seeing 
the sense of awe and wonder in a 
child’s eyes as they discover some-
thing new. 

“Also, seeing children develop and 
master new skills, using their imag-

ination and having the freedom to 
be creative in all areas of their play. 
These are the things that inspire 
me to come to work each day. I am 
so lucky to be working with such a 
dedicated group of like-minded pro-
fessionals who hold similar ideals 
about the type of environment that 
we believe is important for young 
children.”

Staff member Georgie Shepherd 
attended the centre as a child.

“There's something very special 

about being back here after 25 years, 
now working as an educator in the 
place where I used to play, imagine 
and explore as a child,” Georgie told 
the Diary.

“Even more special, is that I get to 
work alongside the wonderful Jenny 
Lynch, the woman who cared for me 
with such warmth, created environ-
ments that made me feel like I was at 
home and most importantly gave me 
the freedom to simply 'be' a child.

“I now work in a learning environ-
ment that mirrors my own expe-
rience as a child, an environment 
that fosters creativity, imagination 
and wonder. 

“I hold many strong memories of 
my time at childcare, like rolling 
around with my friends in the mud 
patch and creating imaginary worlds 
in the bamboo forest.”

Jenny said it was great to have 
Georgie return as a staff member 
and mentioned a number of other 
children she cared for are returning 
with their own children.

Melanie, a long-time parent of the 
centre, has two children attending.

“Both of my boys come here two 
days a week and I know that each 
time I drop them off they are sure to 
have a day full of excitement, engage-
ment and most importantly, a place 
where they will have fun,” she said. 

The best part of attending child 

care, according to Melanie, is the 
learning environment that is created 
for all children.

“It really is a child-centred program 
where all children are encouraged 
to explore, to investigate and to use 
their interests to discover and learn. 
No two days are the same.”

Melanie’s four-year-old Aiden said 
the best part of coming to kinder is 
“all the painting we do, and riding 
bikes with my best friend Charlie”.

Aiden also said he really enjoys 
story time and his favourite book 
to read is I Love You, Blue Kangaroo. 

Melanie’s oldest son, Sebastian, 
who participated in the kinder 
program last year before starting 
primary school this year, still has fun 
memories of his time at the centre.

“The best part about Kinder was 
being able to spend the whole day 
playing with my friends, especially 
when we got to play on the pirate 
ship or play footy,” he said. 

Sebastian’s parents agree the kind-
er program was “the perfect fit”. 

“Everyone who works at the cen-
tre, Jenny and the team, make it the 
special place it is. They have created 
a place where the children want to 
keep going back to, a space where 
they feel safe, where they feel wel-
come, and where special childhood 
memories are created for all the chil-
dren and their families,” Melanie Said.

WARRANDYTE Community Bank’s Mark Challen 
attended the grand opening of Warrandyte Prima-
ry School’s new cooking room, which has an extra 
focus on catering for “special kids” at the school.

Every Friday a small group works with support 
staff to cook a variety of delights and treats as well 

as cook a lunch for themselves. 
Lachlan (pictured to the left of Mark) planned a 

complete Mexican lunch,  hats and all. Robbie’s 
favourite food is homemade pizza while Dante 
likes dessert.

The Warrandyte Community Bank has been very 

generous over the years sponsoring many pro-
grams (a total of $24,000 has been provided so far).

Warrandyte Community Bank sponsored $4000 
for the Working with Special Kids program en-
abling the school to install a new oven, fridge, 
microwave, furniture and cooking utensils.

LAST month Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School’s junior school 
council members conducted a Cup 
Cake Day.

Families were invited to bake 
cupcakes of all different sizes 
and shapes including some that 
catered for varying dietary re-
quirements.

A cheque for $443.55 was pre-
sented by Junior School Council 
members to Gary Birkett, repre-
senting Manningham SES and who 
is also a school parent, during the 
final school assembly in Term 2.

“Thank you to the school com-
munity for embracing this Junior 
School Council initiative,” school 
principal Trevor Gibbs.

30 years of care

Tasty treats at Warrandyte Primary

ACPS Junior School Council donates to Manningham SES 

Safe place: Warrandyte Child Care 
and Pre-school director Jenny 
Lynch helps little Benita.

Mental 
health 
program for 
Warrandyte 
teenagers

CLYDE &
OCKER

“It can’t be Warrandyte, 
Ock. There’s no bridge!”
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Hooked on the Bloods
By BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY

E goes by the name of 
“Hookles”. Some call 
him “Hookey”. His real 
name is Ian Hook and his 
heartfelt passion is the 

Warrandyte Football Club and being 
part of the local community.

Hookles has been awarded a life 
membership at the footy club, which 
is like a second home to him.  

“I love it, absolutely,” he says with 
a radiant grin. “And I always look 
forward to Saturdays.” 

Hookles is a quiet achiever, a 
behind the scenes type of guy who 
doesn’t make a show of the hard 
work he’s been putting in at the club 
for the past 50 years.

He came to Warrandyte from Kew 
at the age of nine in 1956. 

“It was pretty exciting, really,” he 
says. “It was like an adventure ride 
compared to Kew. On the way to 
school we walked down a bush track 
before crossing the bridge and some-
times we made our way to school 
along the riverbank.” 

There were four Hook kids who 
arrived in Warrandyte with their par-
ents, Joy and John. Peter, the eldest 
was already attending high school 
and Ian, Cathy and Helen were off to 
the local high school.

“My best mate was Alan Cornhill 
who lived down the hill from us. 
None of us had a phone on in those 
days, so we communicated by yelling 
up and down the hill to each other, 
from our place in Somers Road to the 
Cornhills on KG Road. I also made 
lifelong friends with Toby Thomas 
and Casey Merbis.”

Ian went on to Norwood High 
School but left at the end of his 
fourth year. In 1968 he started an ap-
prenticeship at Gladstone Motor and 
Panel in Carlton and worked there for 
16 years. His career as a panel beater 
ended in 1981 when Ian badly injured 
his spine in a motor accident. 

“I was a passenger in a car that hit 
a lamppost in Dingley Dell,” he tells 
the Diary. “I’ve struggled with the 
pain from my back injury, especially 
over the past few years, but I’ve got 
to accept it and try to do my best.”

For the next 10 years Ian worked as 
a barman at the Grand Hotel. 

“I get on OK with people,” he says. 
“And I enjoyed my time there. There 
was a procession of amazing char-
acters that came in the bar in those 
days; you just don’t seem to see 
these characters around anymore.

“There was the military bloke. One 
day he’d be in an army uniform, com-
plete with a swagger stick under his 
arm. On another day he’d be in a full 
navy uniform and sometimes he’d be 
dressed as an airforce officer. He was 
a real character.

“Another bloke was an artist: he’d 
set up his easel in the hotel car park 
and paint a picture of the pub,” 
Ian says with a laugh. “When he’d 
finished the painting, he’d bring 
it across to the bar and try to flog 
it so he could pay for a few beers. 
The trouble was the painting was 
still wet.”

The long-time Warrandyte resident 
remembers the police coming in and 
closing down the bar on a very hot 
Friday night.

 “It was no worries, though. The 
manager took the locals upstairs 
to the Bali Hai Room where we all 
proceeded to drink the bar dry until 

about seven in the morning.”
Ian certainly has earned his life 

membership at the footy club. Over 
the past 50 years he has worked 

as a gateman, barman and was on 
the committee for 16 years. He also 
makes the coleslaw for the Thursday 
night meals and bakes a chocolate 
cake for the Saturday home games. 
He helps with the afternoon teas, 
acts as an umpires escort and is 
available for any general help around 
the club.

“I just love being part of the club,” 
says Ian. “I’ve made some lifelong 
friends at the club too including An-
thony Giles-Peters, Anne and Roger 
Drew and Caroline and Daryl Speers. 
We are all heavily involved with the 
club and help with the fundraising. 
We make the ‘Blood Burgers’ on game 
days and they are famous throughout 
the league.”

Ian, now 68, lives in Yarra St in a 
house he bought in 1987. 

“It’s centrally located and walking 
distance to the shops and the footy 
club,” he points out. “And it’s near a 
bus stop if I want to go into town.”

One of Ian’s other hobbies is boat 
circuit racing and he drives all over 
Victoria to attend the meetings. 

“It’s exciting and fast. The boats 
travel at speeds exceeding 200kmph, 
they are very fast.” 

He also works five days a week as 
a crossing guard outside Warran-
dyte High School and says the kids 
are “wonderful and treat me with 
respect”.

“I love helping the community and 
feel that I’m putting something back 
in by helping to keep the kids safe,” 
he says.

“I won’t forget Remembrance Day 
last year when I had a heart attack 
at the crossing. 

“I started to feel really awful and 
rang Doctor Dixon who in turn rang 
an ambulance. It was pretty lucky 
because I had a massive heart attack 
in the ambulance and they managed 
to save me.” 

Fortunately, everything worked 
out OK and Ian is fit and healthy 
again. He’s more than ready to assist 
the kids at the school crossing and 
helps keep our football club alive 
and kicking.

“I’m so lucky to have lived in  
Warrandyte. It’s a relaxing and lovely 
place to be and I’m very fortunate to 
have made connections with people 
who have always been good to me. 
The family’s been wonderful, too.”

Bloody legend: Ian Hook is a life member at the Warrandyte Football Club (above) and he also mans the Warrandyte High School crossing.

NOW that winter is well and truly 
here, creating a warm and cosy home 
is so important, especially when you 
feel the cold as I do here in Warran-
dyte. There’s a real sense of wanting 
to go inwards, to cocoon ourselves 
and layer up – with our clothes, hot, 
nourishing food and in our living 
environments.

We’re already on to our second 
delivery of fire wood at our house 
and the gas heaters are coming into 
their own – thank goodness. I’m also 
a big fan of throw rugs on our sofas 
so that it’s possible to snuggle down 
and not only feel warm but have a 

sense of nurturing.
For me, the hardest thing about 

winter is getting out of a warm, cosy 
bed in the mornings when the sun 
is barely up, there’s frost outside 
and I can see my breath.  That first 
sensation of putting my feet onto the 
floor has to be pretty darn good to 
get me going, so thick woollen rugs 
in my bedroom are a must.

Given that we have slate floors 
throughout our home, I have gone to 
town with all sorts of rugs of differing 
textures, colours and pattern from 
woven woollen rugs, sisal floor rugs 
and hall runners, to Turkish rugs 

(from my long-ago travels) and a 
mixture of others in between.

By layering colour, texture and 
pattern – whether it’s on the beds, 
couches, floors or windows – we 
can create softness, comfort and 
warmth. It also makes for a more 
interesting living environment and 
is one that can be easily changed: 
with the seasons and to reflect our 
changing needs, moods and tastes.

It’s also worth checking for 
draughts from ill-fitting windows or 
doors and investing in a few draught 
stoppers. 

Aside from keeping the warmth 

you’ve created in and the cold out, 
they can make a difference to your 
power bills too. 

You might also want to check for 
any gaps, however small, in floors, 
walls and ceilings and have those 
filled (there are many easy-to-use 
and inexpensive products available 
for DIYers).

Having followed my own advice, I 
am getting a little better at coping 
with Warrandyte’s winters and, with 
a hot cuppa in hand, curled up under 
a cosy throw in front of the fire, I can 
honestly say that at times, I can (al-
most) enjoy the cold weather.

DEBORAH BURNETT

Warm house, warm heart in the middle of a chilli winter

0408 027 781
love-your-home.com.au
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HE Murnong or Yam 
Daisy, planted in my 
semi indigenous gar-
den, begs my attention 
this month. Thin green 
stems stretch above the 
leaves and arch elegant-

ly downward like a swan’s neck, the 
tip of a bud pointing downward; per-
haps indicating the nutritious yams 
below. When conditions are right this 
stem will straighten and the daisy 
will open revealing its sunny golden 
face. It closes at night but later lifts 
its head to scatter fluffy, white seed 
heads in the wind. That won't happen 
in the chill of this winter solstice day. 
I must search my archives to find 
blooms for the photo composition 
seen here. 

Murnong's beauty attracts me and 
its pollen attracts native bees and 
other insects; a sure subject for 
photos on a warm day. It provides a 
cosy shelter in cool weather as the 
daisies close with the bees tucked 
inside. Bees now use the weedy 
dandelions in the same way, perhaps 
not so strange as they are in the same 
botanical tribe. 

Its tubers are dormant in the heat of 
summer and leaves sprout with the 
autumn rains. If grazed at this stage 
it will die. A staple food plant for the 
traditional owners of the Yarra Valley 
and much of south eastern Austra-
lia, Murnong has a long history of 
cultivation by these people. This 
cultivation over thousands of years 
likely favoured the forms with tastier 
roots and influenced selection and 
distribution of this plant producing 
the forms of Yam Daisy we know now. 
This process of selection still occurs 
to some degree via indigenous plant 
nurseries. 

Most early settlers had no aware-
ness of these crops and their impor-
tance to the local people. With white 
settlement, hard hoofed livestock 
virtually destroyed Murnong in many 
areas. This plant is listed as vulnera-
ble in Victoria.

Much has changed along the Yarra. 
Aboriginal lands and homesteads 
along the river are now part of Yarra 
Valley Parklands. Native vegetation 
that had survived grazing and farm-
ing in patches is threatened yet again 
by a growing population of feral deer. 
Revegetation works now require tall 

plant guards or deer fences for a 
chance of success. 

I have been inspired by accompa-
nying the Wurundjeri's Narrap Team 
as they began planting the Murnong 
Garden, in Yarra Valley Parklands. 
This is a part of the greater Eel Trap 
Project. It is a conservation project 
aiming to return as wide a range of 
the indigenous plants as possible 
to the riverside property but it is 
much more.

The team spent the early part of the 
morning propagating rare plants via 
cuttings and pricking out previously 
prepared cuttings. Murnong seed-
lings were already growing well in 
a seedling tray. The real excitement 
began for me when the team moved 
to the site of the Murnong Garden. 
Previous work had built deer proof 
fencing and roughly terraced the 
hillside. 

Each terrace had already been 
cultivated and edged on the down-
hill side with fallen logs. Each of 
several food plants was planted in 
its own terrace, to facilitate weeding, 
self-seeding and harvest. When fully 
established, this garden will be a 
protected area of rare plants. It will 
be a place for the Wurundjeri to meet 
and gather Murnong and other food 
plants for festivals. 

It will be a place of education, 
reminding all that the Wurundjeri 
have been cultivating food crops 
since long before the arrival of the 
first fleet. 

The Eel Trap project includes cere-
monial ground for the local Wurund-
jeri. The three prominent Wurundjeri 
family groups, the Wandin, Nevin and 
Terrick families, will be honoured by 
artwork in Wurundjeri style on each 
of three large Red Box trees near the 
ceremonial circle. 

Later a functioning Eel Trap will 
be built. The potential is great for 
Wurundjeri and for educational and 
reconciliation activities. At least in 
this small local area the Murnong 
will bloom in profusion again. I look 
forward to following the progress of 
the Murnong Garden.

Magic of the 
Murnong

nature
By LINDA ROGAN
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FOR the third year running three 
Warrandyte adventurers, Paul 
Gruber, Karina Vitiritti and Angus 
Rodwell, headed north to Hawks 
Nest in New South Wales for Aus-
tralia’s premier adventure race, 
Mountain Designs Geoquest. 

This year  the trio recruited a 
gun New Zealand racer, Sakkie 
Meyer, to make up their team 
of four. Geoquest 2015 involved 
48hrs and 240km of non-stop 
endurance racing in the major 
disciplines of trekking, mountain 
biking and kayaking. Teams had 
to self navigate with map and 
compass and be within 100m of all 
teammates at any given time.

Competitor Paul Gruber com-
piled a match report that sum-
marises the event in detail.

Leg 1 Ocean Kayak 12km
The countdown began as we 

stood with skis in hand on the 
edge of the water. The buzzer 
went off just as a set began to 
come through. We dared not look 
behind us but knew some mayhem 
had been caused by the poorly 
timed waves. As we neared the 
point, the waves became more 
and more unpredictable, as they 
bounced off the nearby rocks but 
we managed to avoid swimming.

Leg 2 Trek 7km
We reached the shore in Shoal 

Bay in about fourth position and 
quickly transitioned to the trek. 
We began at a steady pace, trying 
to ensure we kept to our own 
speed on the trails to Fingal Bay.

Leg 3 Mountain bike rogaine/
snorkel 18km

After marking up the optional 
CPs on the MTB rogaine map, we 
took off in pursuit. Arriving at the 
bike drop/snorkel leg with the 
lead teams, we decided to swim 
without flippers, opting to run and 
swim in bike shoes. After swim-
ming to the three CPs I got over 
excited following the other teams 
up the beach before realising we 
had missed punching CP S5 at the 
beach end of the trail. By the time 
we ran back 100m, we'd lost con-
tact with the lead groups.

Leg 4 Trek/raft 14km
Arriving at the transition we 

searched the car park to find our 
support crew had not arrived. 
We had a forced 15 minutes rest 

here, which gave us incentive to 
trek strongly. This trek took us 
around some amazing rocky coast-
line and then across the Stockton 
Dunes before a long flat road 
run to our rafts. Our raft worked 
well enough, but with two six feet 
something guys at the back, we 
ended up taking on a little water 
on the two crossings. 

Leg 5 Kayak 13km
A quick transition to the skis put 

us out on the water in sunny condi-
tions. We had to keep an eye out to 
avoid oyster beds, but otherwise 
an uneventful leg and we were 
running ahead of schedule.

Leg 6 Trek 22km
Arriving at the first CP at dusk, 

ready for our river crossing, the 
water was freezing! The next sec-
tion was frustrating for all teams, 

given the majority of tracks shown 
on the map were totally missing 
or overgrown. A detour followed 
and we were accompanied by the 
Quality Nude Time boys team for 
the last two checkpoints.

Leg 7 Kayak 12km
This kayak included two stops 

to collect a few of the trek check-
points. It was the team’s choice to 
collect these on the Trek or Kayak 
leg. I can't help but laugh about a 
guy at the first stop we took. Two 
top quality camper trailers, set up 
at a secluded Karuah River camp 
site must have seemed perfect, 
until 100-plus adventure racers be-
gan walking through the campsite 
all night. However, this guy didn’t 
seem to mind. I'm not sure if he 
chewed the ears off every team as 
they landed while standing there 

in his undies, or it was just special 
for us?

Leg 8 Mountain bike 56km
We started this leg on fast flat 

roads feeling good but looking for-
ward to some upcoming hills. Just 
before we hit the smaller tracks 
and hills, we heard a large crack 
from Sakkie’s bike. His seat post 
had cracked off at the very top, 
lucky no nasty injury inflicted, but 
a serious engineering problem to 
solve. Some tape wrapped around 
the stub of the seat allowed us to 
slot it into the frame.... and voila! 
A BMX bike! The new bike didn't 
make uphills muddy tracks easy 
for the rest of the ride, but kept us 
moving. Team Neverest passed us 
as the sun rose before a flowing 
downhill and we rode into the 
transition at 7:30am just behind 

them. 
Leg 9 Trek rogaine 10km
We got the first point easy 

enough, but our walking had 
slowed and we struggled a little 
with checkpoint U. Our interpreta-
tion of a mapping alteration had us 
looking further west of the mark. 
Eventually we stumbled upon it 
and then proceeded up the track 
and then climbed a "mountain" 
up to checkpoint. We felt pretty 
stuffed walking back into transi-
tion, but were thankful we weren't 
heading out on the rogaine like 
many teams.

 Leg 10 Mountain bike 25km
Taking our time climbing the 

short uphill we found that Sakkie's 
BMX bike was great at downhills, 
he was loving the descents and 
working the legs hard out of the 
saddle for the small short inclines. 
A straightforward leg meant we 
were rolling into town ready to 
jump on the water, but figuring 
there would be a team hunting us 
down. 

Leg 11 Kayak 24km
We took off on the Myall River 

knowing a Neverest were close be-
hind. We headed down river, but 
I began feeling decidedly drowsy 
and inefficient. Remedy came in 
the form of No Doze, and Sakkie 
telling me stories of past races for 
10km. We managed a reasonable 
pace after that.

Leg 12 Mountain bike 21km
Our support crew had raided our 

rental house on the way through 
town and found the kids mountain 
bikes around the side of the house 
had a seat pole the right size to fit 
in Sakkie’s frame. It was a train 
heading into town at full steam 
ahead! We were racing to get to 
the finish ahead of Neverest, but 
with our speed, we knew they had 
no chance in catching us. 

The finish
Across the line in 33 hours 41 

minutes and achieving fifth place 
was an excellent result for the 
team, especially considering bike 
issues and suspect injuries.

The team extends thanks to Kel-
vin and Sue for being a terrific 
support crew and “keeping us 
going” and families for “letting us 
go away (and train) for our adven-
tures”.

Conquering Geoquest

Geoquest for success: Warrandyte’s Karina Vitiritti, Angus Rodwell and Paul Gruber with New Zealand team mem-
ber Sakkie Meyer (second from right). The crew in action (main photo). 
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA
TWO young superstars of the War-
randyte sporting community have 
had their efforts recognised in grand 
fashion. 

Both in Year 12 at their respective 
schools, Luke Killey of Warrandyte 
High School and Zac Stevenson of 
Luther College have been awarded 
the Pierre de Coubertin award for 
“sporting achievements and demon-
strating those endeavours which 
are consistent with the aims of the 
Olympic movement.”

The award, named after the found-
er of the modern Olympic Games, 
recognises not only sporting excel-
lence, but academic efforts as well. 

Both boys have been major con-
tributors to their school sporting 
programs, as well as various teams 
in the Warrandyte community.

Luke, the Warrandyte High sports 
captain for 2015, has fast become 
one of the most talented young 
cricketers in Warrandyte, playing a 
big role in the First XI’s grand final 
winning season.

“It’s a school-based award and each 
school sends one person a year that 
participates well. I think they (War-
randyte) picked me because I have 
a go in all the sports and give it a 
crack,” Luke says.

On the other hand, Zac has been 
a star player in various Warrandyte 
Venom teams over the years, as 
well as breaking school records in 
athletic events.

“At school I do athletics and 
cross-country and I’ve been playing 
Warrandyte basketball since I was 
eight, so about 10 years I guess,” 
Zac says.

The awards were presented at the 
Melbourne Sports and Aquatics Cen-
tre on June 21, with various Olym-
pians including swimmers Matson 

Lawson and Belinda Hocking.
For Luke and Zac, who have had 

many sporting achievements over 
the years, it’s hard to pick a favou-
rite, but there are certain moments 
that stand out.

“In Year 9 I jumped 1.90m in the 
high jump, which broke the ISM and 
school high jump record, so that was 
probably the best thing I’ve done,” 
Zac recalls.

“Obviously winning the First XI flag 
this year was great, but probably 
last year winning the Twos flag was 
even better. Me and another put on 
32 runs for the final wicket, so that 
was pretty phenomenal,” Luke says.

For both the boys, who are still 
finishing up their high school com-
mitments, sport is very much a part 
of future plans.

“I’d love to go to college in America 
for basketball, so I’d say that’s the 
aim,” Zac says.

“For cricket, I’d like to give it a 
good crack, and go as far as I can go. 
Obviously if I can’t make it in cricket, 
I’d still like to do a job in that sort of 
area,” Luke says.

Warrandyte’s two latest young 
sports stars are fully focused on the 
sporting opportunities ahead and 
we can certainly expect big things 
to come.

Bloods cricket club 
puts call out
By RYAN HOIBERG
WARRANDYTE Cricket Club is ex-
ploring the opportunity to field a 
women's cricket team in the local 
Sunday afternoon competition. 

This exciting move by the club 
will continue to expand the com-
munity’s association with the 
third-oldest cricket club in Victoria 
and become a key pillar in local 
cricket for years to come. 

Following a highly successful 
season from the junior, senior and 
veteran teams, new club president 
Greg Warren is looking to continue 
to expand the club’s importance 
within the community by launching 
this exciting stage for the club. 

Warrandyte has previously field-
ed a women's cricket team and Jen-
ny Chapman has been kind enough 
to put together the following 
historic brief to allow us to under-
stand the honoured past within the 
Women's Cricket Association.

The Warrandyte women’s cricket 
team played its first match in Oc-
tober 1975, competing in C Grade 
of the Victorian Women’s Cricket 
Association. Suzanne Martin (Chap-
man) and Jenny Chapman were 
the only two players with previous 
cricket experience, having both 
played for Mitcham. Their father, 
Allan Chapman, coached the team 
after finishing an illustrious associ-
ation with Warrandyte as a player. 

The team won every match, in-
cluding the Grand Final in its first 
season and several players, in-
cluding Jenni Chapman (McLaws), 
Maria McGhee and Sandy Jeffs 
displayed talent that would see 
them play a major role in the years 
ahead. 

Major highlights included a high-
est team score 6/403, Jenni Chap-
man recording 10 centuries, Jenny 
Chapman taking 91 wickets in a 

season and Suzanne Martin holding 
a season batting average of 113. 

The team enjoyed many years 
together not only playing cricket, 
but also partaking in vitally im-
portant post match discussions 
(usually accompanied by much 
laughter!), attending and organising 

social functions and forging lifelong 
friendships.

Following Allan’s death in 1981, 
Brian Chapman coached the team 
and another premiership followed 
in 1991-92. 

Jean Chapman was the team scor-
er during the first seasons and Ben 

Jones became scorer in the later 
years. Other team stalwarts were 
Jean’s Mum, Alma Gray, and Ian 
Hook. The team played for nearly 
20 years and many wonderful mem-
ories were created for the women 
who played for the Warrandyte 
women’s cricket team. 

We are hoping to field a women’s 
team again in the upcoming season, 
2015-16, which will play matches 
on Sunday afternoons. Women/girls 
interested in playing cricket please 
contact Geoff on 9844 2423 or Jen-
ny on 0438 587 135.

with Jenny Chapman

By FRANS BROUWER
FOLLOWING the Annual General 
Meeting on May 13, the Hawks are 
pleased to announce its new com-
mittee. Changes have been made to 
multiple leadership roles as the club 
aims to keep its momentum going 
into the upcoming season. 

New president is Mick Mulqueen, 
who replaces Scott Brasher after 
two highly successful seasons as 
president. 

Brasher retired from the committee 
after years of sterling service, not 
only as president but also as vice 
president and a general committee 
member. His focus now turns to 
assisting junior co-ordinator Matt 
Fasan and liaising with Manningham 
council on the Colman Park change 
room project, which is expected to 
kick off mid-year.

Mulqueen’s cornerstone for season 
2015 is to develop existing talent, 
especially in the 18 to 25 year old 
bracket. These players, together 
with others leaving juniors in the 
next couple of years, must be ready 
to step up as club greats progres-
sively retire. 

Furthermore, the club has re-
cruited Gavin Maslen to run a de-
velopment squad and Paul Foley is 
assisting with fitness training.

Junior co-ordinator Matt Fasan is 
adding vice president to his port-
folio, whilst Alan Duffus and Frans 
Brouwer continue as treasurer and 

secretary respectively.
Michael Sweeney and Adrian Smith 

remain from previous seasons and 
new committee members include 
youngsters Troy Donis and Matt 
Manuell.

The slightly older Peter Chamings 
will serve as veterans co-ordinator 
and the club is seeking another two 
to three committee members.

Steve Garrett has retired as coach 
due to work commitments, but is 
eager to continue playing.  The club 
is delighted to have secured Stuart 
Batten as coach and Matt Manuell 
as his assistant.  The coaching com-
bination of mature analytical mind 
and graduate teacher will serve 
the club well.  Last month about 
60 members attended a pre-season 
launch, at which Stuart introduced 
the coaches and outlined his plans. 
Guest speaker David Hussey kept the 
crowd entertained with anecdotes 
and responses to questions from the 
floor.  One question about sledging 
revealed some of the humour in 
Shield matches that compensates for 
the nastier moments in international 
cricket.

As the Diary hits the streets, it is 
mid-season for footy but the start 
of the cricket season is “only” three 
months away.  New players are 
welcome – juniors (Matt Fasan 0432 
732 564), seniors (Frans Brouwer 
0408 222 365), and veterans (Peter 
Chamings 0419 693 097).

Plan for women’s team 

Let’s go girls: Coach Jenny Chapman with keen cricketers Lizzy Ellis and Maddy Edsell.  

Hawks look 
forward to  
next season

School stars rewarded

Efforts recognised: Luke Killey and Zac Stevenson.



34 Warrandyte Diary July 2015

By TRICIA BARRETT
WARRANDYTE Tennis Club took 
another step towards being named 
club of the year with the Friday Night 
Competition Flag. The WTC team 
defeated their opposition eight sets 
to love in the semi-final showdown, 
but it was quite different in the final 
rematch.  

It came down to Johnno to win it for 
WTC, coming back from 4-1 down to 
claim victory 6-4, giving WTC a one-
game victory.

Congratulations to Josh Fehring, 

Jonathan Dao, James Buckley, Colin 
Chan, JunShen Soong and Matthew 
Neil (pictured). Furthermore, thanks 
to the efforts of coaches Tony, 
Alistair and Judd, WTC Friday night 
juniors have a record number of 
teams for next season. 

It wasn’t just the juniors taking 
the plaudits as Warrandyte brought 
home a winning pennant in the Fern-
tree Gully and District Ladies Tennis 
Association Thursday’s grand final.

Played on Thursday June 4, the 
section six team who had topped the 
ladder all season faced Mooroolbark 

in the grand final, a team it had not 
been able to beat in past matches. 

But the Warrandyte aces were 
much more comfortable in the grand 
final, defeating Mooroolbark 48 
games to 20 games and winning all 
six sets. The team comprised Lois 
Windridge, Mandy Bence, Atsuko 
Parker, Angela Dziedzic (captain) 
and Amy McLellan, coached by Pat 
Allgood.

For  more in format ion v is i t  
warrandytetennisclub.org.au for 
information on social and comp  
opportunities, including FAST4.

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
WARRANDYTE suffered an upset 
one-point loss to Kilsyth at Pinks 
Reserve on the weekend, in one 
of the most captivating games of 
the Eastern Football League Divi-
sion 4 season. 

Despite holding a slender lead 
into the final change, Kilsyth 
surged late in a frantic last quar-
ter to topple the Bloods, who 
were without key player Arthur 
Lamaris. Warrandyte was the 
victim of a couple of questionable 
umpiring decisions late in the 
final term, which shifted momen-
tum and allowed Kilsyth to see the 
game out.

The loss means Warrandyte 
holds top position on the ladder 
over Forest Hill only by percent-
age, with both sides recording 
10 wins and two losses so far this 
season.

Both sides started slowly out of 
the blocks in icy conditions and 
shots on goal were at a premium. 
A lack of talk in the middle be-
tween Warrandyte players was 
evident, as poor communication 
resulted in turnovers and errors 
as the Bloods tried to break the 
lines.

Poor kicking for goal cost the 
Bloods dearly in the opening 
term, registering four behinds af-
ter kicking their opener. 

Warrandyte was playing the 
game in their half of the ground, 
but star Kilsyth forward Jay Sher-
lock kicked true after a strong 
constested mark to give the home 
team a three-point lead going into 
the first change.

The second term began much 
in the same vein as the first. Luke 
Dunn managed to boot an early 
goal to give the Bloods the lead 
back, but again Kilsyth respond-
ed. 

A lack of presence at ground 
level in the forward line for War-
randyte meant Kilsyth was able to 
mop up when the ball hit the deck 
and rebound effectively before 
the Bloods could set up.

Another classy Sherlock goal at 
the end of the term gave Kilsyth a 
nine-point lead at half-time.

Often known as the premiership 

quarter, Warrandyte showed 
an increased level of desire at 
the beginning of the third term. 
Chad Gauci, who had the ball on 
a string throughout the first half, 
kicked a terrific goal to start the 
Bloods surge.

Suddenly, Warrandyte’s tall for-
ward line was firing on all cylin-
ders and three quick goals to Lee 
Evans had the Bloods fans in full 

voice approaching the final term. 
The six-goal period saw War-

randyte start the fourth quarter 
with a 17-point lead. What fol-
lowed was a terrific display in 
running end-to-end football, with 
both sides using the corridor at 
breakneck speed. Kilsyth kicked 
the opening major to cut the 
lead down to 10, but Luke Dunn 
replied just seconds later for War-

randyte. 
However, Kilsyth’s big names 

stood up when it counted. Sher-
lock and Ben Mullett began to win 
the footy in dangerous areas and 
Mullett put through a big goal to 
give Kilsyth a seven-point lead 
just minutes from time.

Warrandyte scrambled one 
through late to bring the deficit 
to just one point, but the siren 

sounded to deny the Bloods vic-
tory. The final score: 13.5.83 to 
12.10 82.

The defeat ends a run of three 
consecutive victories for the 
Bloods, including a 120-point 
crushing of Surrey Park and wins 
over Ferntree Gully and Glen Wa-
verley. Ashley Froud was particu-
larly dominant, booting 19 majors 
in the three games to cement his 
place on top of the goalkicking 
table.

With six games left of the reg-
ular season, the Bloods are in 
prime position to secure a top 
two position heading into finals 
and with key players Luke Dunn 
and Lee Evans returning to fit-
ness and key onballer Lamaris to 
come back, the side will only get 
stronger.

The Reserves have also contin-
ued their good form, defeating 
Kilsyth in a scrappy affair. Dom-
inant 100-plus point victories 
against Surrey Park and Glen Wa-
verley book-ended a convincing 
victory over Ferntree Gully. 

Gareth Hitchman’s goalkicking 
has been spectacular in recent 
weeks, backing up an 11-goal 
performance against Surrey Park 
with eight majors against Ferntree 
Gully. 

Hitchman now has 60 goals for 
the year in just 11 games and a 
couple more large hauls could 
bring the century within reach. 

Sitting second on the ladder 
with 11 wins behind the unbeaten 
Forest Hill, the Reserves will aim 
to chase down the division lead-
ers throughout the back half of 
the season.

The Under 19s have moved into 
third place on the ladder after a 
routine win against Kilsyth, re-
stricting their opposition to just 
one goal. A close loss to Surrey 
Park and a defeat at the hands 
of Ferntree Gully saw the U19s 
slipping slightly, but a big win 
over Forest Hill steadied the ship 
ahead of the Kilsyth fixture. 

The Bloods face off against For-
est Hill away this week, in a big 
clash which could decide who 
tops the EFL ladder come the end 
of the season.

Warrandyte tennis teams coming up aces

Bloods fall in thriller

Dejected Bloods: Warrandyte’s senior team ponders what went wrong after its one-point defeat on Saturday.
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By NICOLE HOWARD
COINCIDING with the 50-year anni-
versary of Warrandyte basketball, 
it is fitting that the club pays tribute 
and says goodbye to one of its lon-
gest serving players. This coming 
Saturday night, Chelsea Beal (nee 
Ransom) will be suiting up for

her last home game of Big V for the 
Warrandyte Venom. 

A member of the Venom Women’s 
side since their induction into Big V 
in 2007, Chelsea will finish her Big 
V career with 179 games, spanning 
both Division 1 Women (2007 – 2013) 
and State Championship Women 
(2014 – 2015). 

In a career filled with highlights, 
nothing tops the championship in 
2013 and a chance to play at the 
highest level in the last two seasons 
with a promotion to SCW.

No one is more fitting to pay tribute 
to Chelsea’s terrific Warrandyte ca-
reer than her coach for most of her 
games, Justin Nelson.

“It goes without saying that in re-
tirement Chelsea leaves a huge lega-
cy at Warrandyte Basketball. Chelsea 
has displayed an incredible level of 
loyalty, work ethic and dedication to 
the club, her teammates and coach-
es,” Nelson says. “I was fortunate to 
spend seven years coaching Chelsea 
and to this day I still rate her among 
the very best shutdown defenders 
across the league over the last de-
cade. To all of her teammates across 
the journey, and her coaches, we are 
all better off for having had a chance 
to walk out on the court alongside a 
champion.”

Current Venom coach Nicole How-
ard is also pleased Chelsea is going 
out at the top of her game. 

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
two seasons of coaching ‘Chela’, 
having of course worked with her 
as an assistant to the women’s side 
before that. She has a tremendous 
defensive capability, which was ap-
preciated at Division 1 but perhaps 
not fully comprehended until she 
has had the chance to match herself 
up against some of the very best,” 
Nicole says.

“In her two years at SCW I have 

given her a defensive job every game 
and she never failed to disappoint, 
having limited the impact star play-
ers such as Tegan Cunningham and 
Kendall Rodriquez.”

Chelsea has been a Warrandyte 
basketballer for over 20 years, 
having played domestically for the 
Warrandyte Redbacks since Under 
8s. She was a member of the inaugu-
ral Big V side in 2007 along with the 
likes of Jo Metcalfe and Kate Cohen, 
and played alongside further greats 
such as Sally Phillips. 

‘Chela’ has also seen the growth 
and development of the junior 
Venom program first hand, with 
young players coming through the 
ranks eventually becoming her Big 
V teammates. 

Close friend and Venom captain, 
Meg Dargan, has only positive words 
for Chelsea as a person, both on and 
off the court.

“For me, basketball at Warrandyte 
has always been played alongside 
one of my best pals ‘Chels’,” Dargan 
says. “She’s an absolute pleasure 
to have as a teammate and I can’t 
thank her enough for the years of 
friendship and support.”

Howard says: “She shows her 
opposition respect and has been an 
absolute example of a team player 
both on and off the court. She has 
taught our younger players so much 
about the art of defending and I can 
safely say any of our wins at SCW 
level would not have eventuated 
without Chelsea on task. She will be 
sorely missed and every accolade 
that comes her way as she steps 
out of the game is well and truly 
deserve.”

Chelsea will play two more games 
for the Venom. The first of these 
against Eltham at 8:30 on Saturday 
July 4 will be her last home game.

In a first for Warrandyte Basket-
ball, Chelsea’s number five singlet 
is to be retired in recognition of her 
commitment and contribution to the 
club. We encourage everybody to 
get down to WSC on Saturday night, 
and congratulate her on a wonderful 
career.

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
DON’T let his infectious grin and 
joking nature fool you, Max Morley 
is one tough customer. 

The 10 year old from Anderson’s 
Creek Primary School recently 
proved just that, winning the gold 
medal at the Victorian Taekwondo 
Championships in June.

Max took home gold for the third 
year running after a couple of tricky 
fights, in which his competition 
wasn’t always fighting fair.

It’s been a busy couple of months 
for the young fighter who, in ad-
dition to competing in the Vic 
champs, recently had his first black 
belt fights.

“My trainer put me up against a 
really hard fighter because I’m go-
ing overseas soon. I was fighting a 
kid who was 12 and weighed in the 
40-45kg division and I lost by one 
point,” Max said.

“But the next kid I fought I man-
aged to beat by one point and he 
was the Australian champion I had 
lost to last year at nationals.”

A competitor in the 30-35kg 
weight class, Max has been learning 
Taekwondo since the age of five at 
the Eltham Taekwondo Centre and 
has risen through the ranks at a 
remarkable rate. His next challenge 
awaits in Malaysia, where mum Bi-
anca Morley will accompany him.

“Originally they were going to Ko-
rea, but unfortunately that’s been 
cancelled because of the murder 
rate, but he’s going to the World 
Tournament in Malaysia. I’m going 
with him to chaperone him and 
he will be competing against the 
world’s best, a lot of great fighters 
are coming from everywhere,” Bi-
anca says. 

Max’s vast improvements have 
also seen him become a mentor at 
Eltham Taekwondo Centre under 
trainer Mark Nolasco, whom Max 
says is a great teacher.

“Mark, my trainer, his sense of 
humour is really good; he’s not too 
strict. They teach us to be safety 
aware, to be fully aware at all times. 
Now I’m getting to help by critiqu-
ing younger kids with their kicking, 
that’s what I do,” Max says.

Determining what makes Max a 
superstar of his age group comes 
down to a combination of physical 
and mental traits. The fighter puts 
it down to “speed and footwork” 
but Bianca thinks his work ethic is 
what makes Max strong.

“He’s so self-driven and it’s not 
just with his taekwondo but it’s 
with his schoolwork as well. He’s 
such a hard worker and everything 
he achieves, it’s all down to him, 
he’s dedicated to doing well,” Bian-
ca says.

Outside of taekwondo, Max is a 
keen footy player at Warrandyte, 
provided his martial arts commit-
ments don’t impede on games. For 
mum, Max’s success in taekwondo 
has multiple benefits as he learns 
the valuable art of self-defense. 

“I was actually really eager for 
him to start sparring - my dad was 
a professional boxer. But obvi-
ously the boys were too young to 
box, so this is really a good way 
to train them in self defense. The 
way things are today, young people 
need to know how to look after 
themselves,” Bianca says.

The future is certainly bright for 
young Max, who has a chance to 
complete one of his major goals at 
the upcoming national champion-
ships in Adelaide later this year.

“My goal right now is to win na-
tionals, but my biggest goal is to 
make the Olympics,” Max says.

It really is hard to believe the fe-
rocious fighter is only 10. Fight well 
young Max.

By TAYLOR PADFIELD
TYSON Sproule-Carroll debuted 
for the Warrandyte Junior Foot-
ball Club as a member of the 
Tackers. 

Since then, he has played an 
impressive 120 games for WJFC 
and recently had the honour of 
receiving the club captain me-
morial shield, a grand achieve-
ment. Despite the ever-present 
temptation for young players to 
join school friends at other clubs, 
Tyson has showed impressive 
loyalty to the Bloods. His attitude 
towards the game, displayed 
well by his favourite advice “run 
there, rest later” has been out-
standing and has subsequently 
been rewarded. 

The award, given each year to 
the club captain, was created in 
honour of Ben McKellar, captain 
of the Colts team in 1998. 

Ben tragically passed away 
from leukaemia in 1995 and the 
Ben McKellar Memorial Shield 
acts as a lasting tribute to a fine 
young person whose life was tak-
en too quickly. 

The significance of the award 
was not lost on Tyson.

“It is a great honour to receive 
such a prestigious award and it is 
one that I will treasure for life. It 
feels like a massive achievement 
to be able to lead the club that I 
have been a part of for so long,” 
Tyson said.

For the Colts, who are a stand-
alone team separate from Tem-
plestowe Junior Football Club 
for the first time in two seasons, 
it’s proven to be a little challeng-
ing, with two wins so far.

“It’s been hard for us due to 
not having as long a pre-season 
as we would have liked to have 
had, in order to get as fit as we 
need to be for the season. 

“It has taken us longer to bond 
as a team and we hope to be 
more competitive in the second 
half of the season.”

As the club captain, Tyson 
knows he can directly influence 
the club’s playing group through 
his actions and can work to help 
improve the club’s standings by 

the end of the season.
“I would say that the most 

important attribute to have as 
a captain is that you need to be 
able to show leadership for the 
younger players and to be able 
to speak up for others,” Tyson 
says.

For club captain, one of the 
most impressive aspects of War-
randyte Junior Football Club has 
been its ability to implement sig-
nificant changes, including the 
upgraded clubrooms.

“The clubrooms give our club 
better facilities and makes our 
family night more enjoyable and 
comfortable,” Tyson says.

“It has been amazing over the 
years from a player’s perspective 
on how Warrandyte as a football 
club has changed.” 

The future of junior footy is 
certainly in good hands at War-
randyte and the club needs the 
support of the community as 
they launches into the second 
half of season 2015.

Mighty Max 
state champ

Chelsea calls it a day

Farewell champ: Chelsea Beal in action. Picture: JENNY TREWELLA

Meet the Junior Bloods skipper 

Top gun: Junior Bloods leader Tyson Sproule-Carroll. Picture: JENNY TREWELLA 
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