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STOP PRESS!

Diary cleans
up at CNAV
awards night

Fireball of fun
Photo: Stephen Reynolds

By MICHELLE PINI

TICKETS for Warrandyte’s first ever Fireball fundraiser sold out three weeks before the big event and
emergency management commissioner Craig Lapsley
(right), pictured with South Warrandyte CFA captain
Greg Kennedy, is being a good sport in showing his
support for our Fireball.
Locals and their families, friends and supporting
businesses have embraced the gala community event,
stocking up on tickets, sponsoring tickets for firies and
donating money and goods to be auctioned.
Organisers of the event, which was instigated to say
thank you to local CFA volunteers and raise funds in

support of a much-needed fire tanker, say donations
are still being gratefully accepted and no contribution
is considered too small.
In recognition of the importance of the community
fundraiser, Victoria’s emergency management commissioner Craig Lapsley took time out from his hefty
schedule to help draw attention for the event.
Mr Lapsley, who will be attending the evening, said:
“It’s about recognising the goodwill and spirit of the
great things people do for their community – coming
together is so important.”
l For more information or to make a donation visit
facebook.com/Warrandyte.Fireball

8-page Cook-up lift-out inside. Win prizes!
Chapman Gardner
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Registered Building Practitioner

0418 654 555
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WARRANDYTE Diar y has
dominated the annual Community Newspaper Association of Victoria Awards over
the weekend, which included landing the “big one” –
Newspaper of the Year.
The awards were held at
a conference centre in Caroline Springs and the Diary
made a clean sweep of the
night with three wins and
being named a finalist for
three others. It’s an outstanding achievement given
the Diary is one of more than
200 publications across the
State registered with CNAV.
“It was a fantastic result,
not only for our great little
team, but all our contributors and the Warrandyte
community that we serve,”
editor Scott Podmore said.
“It’s a really lovely way to
cap my first year as editor of
this newspaper, the communication hub of Warrandyte.
But I was obviously given
an enormous head start
and advantage on all the
others, and that’s called the
Cliff Green factor – the best
part of 40 or so years of Cliff
building the foundations and
growing the best community
newspaper in the world, let
alone Victoria, and I’m merely steering the ship.”
The Diary was presented
with six certificates on the
night: Best Newspaper (winner); Best Layout & Design
(winner), in recognition of
designer Rachel Schroeder’s
excellent work; Best Community Content (winner);
Best Photo (finalist) for
Stephen Reynolds’ vibrant
cover photo of two roving
entertainers at the Warrandyte Festival; Best Sports
Coverage (finalist); and Best
News Feature (finalist) for
our story on Peter Stevens
and the Black Cat Trail attack in Papua New Guinea.
Full report, next Diary.

peter gardiner

LLB

general legal practitioner
40 years in legal practice
office 1, 2 colin avenue
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peter@pgardiner.com

“The first time I see a jogger smiling, I’ll consider it.”
— Joan Rivers
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NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, November 11, 2014. Advertising
and editorial copy closes Friday, October 31, 2014.

OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood,
Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

OCTOBER
Auspicious
Spring!

HOURS
Tues–Sat: 11am–5pm
Sundays: 12noon–5pm

The bard from Warrandyte
EVILLE and Narelle
had been to the
Warrandyte Youth
Theatre’s excellent
production of The
Importance of Being Earnest
and were intrigued to see
such young actors in such an
old play.
Neville couldn’t imagine
Jay-Z or 50 Cent coming out
with, “You have filled my tea
with lumps of sugar, and though
I asked most distinctly for bread
and butter, you have given me
cake.”
It occurred to him that what
amateur theatre really needed
was amateur plays. Written
by amateur playwrights. And
nobody was more amateur
than Neville.
The problem of course, one
which Diary columnists confront on a monthly basis,
was what to write about?
Neville’s first idea, about a
mining magnate as stable as
the Titanic with the insight
of a dinosaur who ends up
running the countr y, was
quickly dismissed by Narelle
as implausible.
Instead, Neville fell back on
that timeless literary dictum:
write what you know. And
Love on the 364 to Ringwood
via Croydon was born.
As the play opens, two
gauche teenagers, Melvin and
Michelle, are sitting at the bus
stop in front of the car wash.
Melvin speaks:
“Catching the bus?”
“What’s it to you?”
“Where you goin’?”
“Eastland.”
“Me too.”
From this sparkling piece
of opening dialogue the reader will quickly discern two
things.
Firstly that they’re sitting
on the wrong side of the road.

living with
The Trotts
And secondly that Neville
falls into that curious category of people who believe
that the only way to express
emotion is in verse, the barest grasp of rhyme and metre
notwithstanding. When an
elderly aunt finally joined the
silent majority, Neville placed
the following tribute in the
Herald Sun:
Auntie’s life was uneventful
Happiness was accidental
Ciggies finally took her off
I think of her each time I cough.
So having gone back and
checked that the opening
dialogue does in fact rhyme,
sort of, you’re probably keen
to hear a little about the plot.
I thought so.
Ringwood via Croydon is a

classic tale of boy meets girl,
boy stalks girl, girl falls for bus
driver. How, after all, could our
heroine resist the entreaties of
a man in uniform to move to
the back of the bus? But, and I
bet you didn’t see this coming,
her paramour turns out to be
no good and lures Michelle
into a sordid world of poker
machines and margaritas at
the Cherry Hill Tavern before
posting intimate pictures taken at Alfred’s Homestead on
Facebook.
The play climaxes in Act 2
when the driver slams the
door in Melvin’s face and
drives off into the distance
with Michelle in an otherwise
empty bus. But Melvin is not
to be thwarted and chases
them for several stops before cutting down Johanson’s
Road, through Olivignia to
Brumby’s Road and out onto

Croydon Road just as the bus
is pulling into view, a feat that
is no doubt easier to achieve
on stage than in real life. And
when the driver pulls in opposite Coleman Park, Melvin, red
as a beetroot, alights before
his nemesis can say “fares
please!”
“Melvin!” exclaims Michelle
breathlessly.
“Michelle!” exclaims Melvin
even more breathlessly; she
hasn’t dashed half way across
South Warrandyte after all.
“What?” says Michelle who
has never liked beetroot;
young girls can be so shallow.
But Melvin never gets to
answer, which is fortunate in
a way because beetroot is a
difficult word to rhyme with.
There is a mighty crash as
the distracted driver loses
control and the 364 comes to
rest wheels up against the All
Smiles Reception Centre sign.
Then, in a moment worthy of
Jean Valjean himself, Melvin
emerges from the wreckage
bearing the limp body of Michelle, straight into the path of
a passing cement mixer.
I know, it’s pretty heady
stuff. And I haven’t even mentioned the bit where the bus
runs over Michelle’s beloved
terrier Poopy, or Melvin gathering the little dog in his arms
as Poopy gives one last, pitiful
yelp, and bites him. You see
why I didn’t mention it.
Naturally Neville was excited
when he showed an early draft
to David Tynan from the Theatre Company who, while not
actually using the words tour
de force, did mention potential
several times. As Oscar Wilde
might have said, Love on the
364 to Ringwood via Croydon
may not be important, but it’s
certainly earnest.
ALAN CORNELL
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Time to help out
By SCOTT PODMORE

LIFE can change in the blink of an
eye, and that is exactly what happened in late August to Warrandyte’s
Gerard Stevenson who suffered an
unimaginable fall from the bottom
rung of his ladder and suffered
life-changing injuries – it’s time for
the Warrandyte community to band
together and support one of our own
with donations and a fundraising
event in late November at the Warrandyte Reserve Pavilion.
Gerard lost his footing and fell over
the railing of his verandah leaving
him a quadriplegic with a tracheostomy. The accident is not the only
struggle the Stevensons have faced
in recent times. Gerard’s wife Sue had
been diagnosed with breast cancer
two and a half years earlier which
resulted in a serious heart condition
following chemotherapy. Thankfully
she remains in remission.
Sue and their twin boys, Max and
Zac, were home when Gerard’s
accident happened and when Sue
reached him, Gerard was not breathing. Neighbours Helen and Hugh
heard her yell out to the boys to
call 000 and came to their assistance
performing CPR until he came back
to life 25 minutes later.
“We are forever grateful to Helen
and Hugh for their quick response
and action. Without them Gerard
wouldn’t be here today,” Sue said.
“The CFA, SES, police and ambulance paramedics were all in attendance within 20 minutes. Thanks to
another neighbour, Emma, for also
assisting at the scene and for keeping
me busy packing a bag for Gerard,
and then one for me. I realise now
it was to keep me distracted whilst
Gerard was being worked on.
“Our boys were amazing. Max kept
on the phone with the 000 operator
while Zac spent what seemed like an
eternity at the top of the driveway
waiting for the emergency services
to arrive.”
Gerard was airlifted from the Warrandyte Reserve football oval to the
Alfred where he spent the next week
being stabilised. It was discovered
during the first 24 hours that not
only had Gerard shattered vertebrae
C1, C2 and C3 and had fractured C2,
which left him unable to breathe on
his own, his fall had also permanently damaged his spinal cord leaving
him a quadriplegic.
With Gerard unable to speak and
only able to communicate with his
eyes and, at that stage, a small nod
of his head, you could still see his
determination to get through this
situation. After one week Gerard
agreed to be moved to the spinal
unit at The Austin Hospital. Within
the first week in ICU he was given
a tracheostomy and seven hours of
surgery to insert metal plates into his
neck that would enable the vertebrae
to heal and for Gerard to sit up in a
specially designed chair on loan from
the hospital.
Physios work with him three to
four times a day to keep the fluid
from settling in his body and to keep
his lungs clear. The speech therapists have taught him to control his
breathing with the tracheostomy to
allow him to speak loud and clear,
a feat he managed during the first
week which prompted the speech

Fire destroys
home in North
Warrandyte
By CHERIE MOSELEN

therapist to label Gerard as “the best
patient of all time” because nobody
else has managed more than sounds
that quickly. (It usually takes five to
six weeks) and to everyone’s amazement Gerard is now eating a full diet
having passed the “food test” first go.
Gerard, his wife Sue and their
17-year-old twin sons Max and Zac
have lived in Warrandyte since moving from Sydney in 1999. As many
are aware, he has made significant
contributions to the local and wider
communities.
The education system has benefited greatly from Gerard’s intelligence, skill and expertise as a
teacher, trainer and technological
wizard. His enthusiasm and love
for education has meant he and
wife Sue have been running their
own business, Well Imagine That,
installing and training for interactive
whiteboards and technology use in
schools all over Victoria.
The schools that have been attended by Max and Zac (Warrandyte Primary School and Luther College) are
aware of the support, both tangible
and financial, that has been provided
by Gerard and Sue. Leading on from
building Well Imagine That they have
been producing a TV show called
Today’s Schools. It showcases all the
great things happening in schools
today.
Gerard has made exceptionally
strong contributions to the football
and basketball communities within
Warrandyte, as well as supporting
the state volleyball team of which
son Zac is a playing member. Both
boys are also senior members of the
Warrandyte Venom Youth League Big
V team, a feat Gerard and Sue are
extremely proud of.
Friends in Warrandyte have been
organising meal rosters to assist
Sue and the boys who visit Gerard
daily in the spinal unit of the Austin
Hospital. On September 14 more
than 60 friends and family spent the

day in their garden pulling weeds
and laying over 50 cubic metres of
donated mulch.
“We really can’t thank Di Trenfield
enough for coordinating everything,”
Sue said. “It has been so helpful not
having to think about what to eat
after a long day at the hospital and
running around. Our garden looks
amazing and we are incredibly grateful to everyone for their kindness
and support. The Warrandyte and
Luther College communities are
sensational.”
There have been many hurdles
since Gerard’s accident. However,
they are overshadowed by the significant leaps forward by this “star
patient”.
For example, Gerard has learnt very
quickly how to control his breathing
while hooked up to his ventilator
that allows him to speak and hold
normal conversations. He has also
been given the go ahead to eat a
normal diet which meant the nasal
tube previously feeding him could
be removed.
Each day he is dressed and moved
in his specially designed loan wheelchair that allows him to occasionally
sit outside and enjoy the fresh air.
Moving forward, all being well, in
the next month or so Gerard will be
moved to Royal Talbot where staff
will be trained to look after a patient
with a ventilator. While he won’t be
able to return to Warrandyte to live,
it is hoped that Gerard will be able
to visit.
A technology specialist will travel
from Adelaide in the coming weeks
to set him up with a loan visual display computer that will allow Gerard
to operate lights and the television
using his eyes. Eventually it is hoped
that, with much fundraising, Gerard
will have his own computer and will
be able to return to his and Sue’s
business using voice and visual
commands.
This could, however, set the family

back abound $10,000 plus another
$25,000 for a specially designed
wheelchair.
Gerard appears to be taking this
all in his stride and making the best
of what is essentially an incredibly
difficult situation. Obviously his main
concern is the financial strain this is
going to put on Sue, Max and Zac.
On Saturday November 29 a major
fundraiser is being held at the Warrandyte Reserve Pavilion from 7pm
to midnight. An online auction will
begin on October 15 and will end at
4pm on November 29 (http://bcreat2.
wix.com/stevenson-appeal).
An online auction will go live on
October 15 and end at 4pm on the
day of the fundraiser. A silent auction
and live auction will be run on the
night with Warrandyte Big V Court
Announcer, Craig Davidson, offering
his services as MC and auctioneer.
Local musicians will be playing
throughout the evening. Drinks will
be sold at bar prices and barista
coffee can be purchased.
l Tickets can be purchased at
www.trybooking.com/GBKZ with
the cost of $25 per adult and $15 per
teenager aged 14-20 going directly
to the Stevensons.
Donations of goods and/or ser vices are now desperately needed.
Anything that can be auctioned
would be greatly appreciated.
Log onto http://bcreat2.wix.com/
stevenson-appeal and follow the
prompts. To donate a sum of money or pledge a periodic amount
the account details are: Bendigo
Bank – Warrandyte Branch, Account Name: S M Stevenson ATF G
J Stevenson, BSB: 633-000, Account
Number: 152981379. Please use
your surname or company name as
the reference.
If you require any additional
information please contact Dianne
Trenfield on 0404 205 247 or email
stevenson.appeal@gmail.com.

PLUMBING & DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS

General
plumbing,
sewer
connections,
drainage & gas
1.7T Excavator
10m3 Tipper, Bobcat
LOCAL AND RELIABLE

barry 0417 387 200
sean 0417 006 769

seanramak@yahoo.com.au

IT took firefighters several hours
to control the blaze that gutted a
home in Kangaroo Ground Warrandyte Road recently.
The elderly homeowner, a local
beekeeper, had gone to his daughter’s house for dinner and fortunately escaped the fire.
North Warrandyte CFA captain
Michael Keating told the Diary
about 10 CFA trucks and 40 personnel, including firefighters from
Eltham and Research, attended
the scene.
“We got the call at 10.15pm on
the Sunday night but the fire was
fully engaged end to end by the
time we arrived,” he said. “It had
probably been going for about an
hour.”
Keating described the home
as “an old miner’s cottage that
looked like it had been renovated” and said he believed it was
the first house in the area to have
electricity.
“I don’t think this fire was suspicious. It could have started because of old wiring that faulted,”
he said, “but whatever the cause,
it was fortunate the gentleman
who lived there was away at the
time.”
The incident is a stark reminder,
as we round the corner and head
towards warmer temperatures,
to stay alert this bushfire season
and to check fire alarms and fire
plans.
The day after the house fire,
North Warrandyte Fire Brigade
posted this on their Facebook
page:
“The Premier’s department announced this morning that after
a lot of hard work by members
of the North Warrandyte Fire Brigade and the North Warrandyte
community, we are to get an automated Fire Danger Rating sign for
this fire season. The exact location
at the bridge is still being discussed but it’s
happening.”
The majority
of responses
were positive, with
comments
like: “Hooray,
finally!” and
“About time!”
emphasising
community
sentiment.
l Fire season
arrives — are
you ready?
Pages 6 & 7

Will you have enough super to fund
a comfortable retirement?
Speak to us about how you can reduce your tax
and increase your retirement fund.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber

Brian Spurrell FCPA (local resident) and associate
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention
to all accounting/tax requirements and business advice.

We will visit you.

“We are the accountants who care”
Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd

Certified Practising Accountants

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113

T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au
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Funding boost: Member for Warrandyte
Ryan Smith with Warrandyte High School
principal Dr Stephen Parkin and school
captains Hugh Prescott and Jessie
Thomas-Connor. Picture: Michael Di Petta

Warrandyte High
scores $4m boost
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

IN an unprecedented move for the
Warrandyte community, a re-elected
Napthine government has pledged
to deliver a $4million upgrade to
Warrandyte High to help redevelop
and revamp the school.
A recent splurge of funding for local
schools is the result of a new initiative by government which is aiming
to upgrade a range of educational
facilities, including those based in
Warrandyte.
With Warrandyte Primary School
recently given commitments of
$807,000 towards renovations
and $104,272 to Anderson’s Creek
Primary School, it’s great news for
our only high school and its future
teenagers.
Member for Warrandyte Ryan
Smith was ecstatic to announce the
plans, telling the Diary: “The investment will deliver modern, high quality facilities for our local school and

the broader Warrandyte community.”
The Napthine government has
promised that decision making on
the use of the funding is still to be
made by those in the community
who it affects, meaning Warrandyte
locals and those affiliated with the
school can expect to join in the consultation process regarding how the
money is spent.
“Warrandyte High School has
a great opportunity to provide a
unique learning facility for their
students,” Mr Ryan said.
“I want to thank principal Stephen
Parkin and his school community
for their passion in advocating for
the upgrade of this fantastic school.”
The scale of the donation and the
colossal opportunities it provides
are not lost on principal Parkin, who
is as thrilled as anyone to receive
what will be a giant leap forward for
the school.
“The Warrandyte High School

This donation will
provide us with
the opportunity to
develop learning
spaces that
facilitate the
learning of 21st
century skills as
we prepare our
students...
community is very excited and
thankful for this promised funding
to upgrade and redevelop our school
facilities. This funding will enable us
to further improve and expand the
innovative curriculum we currently

provide,” Dr Parkin said. One focus
already outlined by Dr Parkin and the
school is to create educational areas
that better cater to the needs of the
“modern-day student”.
“This donation will provide us with
the opportunity to develop learning
spaces that facilitate the learning of
21st century skills, as we prepare our
students for future employment in
the rapidly changing technological
world,” Dr Parkin said.
With the high school now set to
undergo radical changes in the foreseeable future, the next generation
of pupils and their families have
one man to thank for his role in this
promised revitalisation, according
to Dr Parkin.
“Ryan Smith has been a great supporter of Warrandyte High School
for many years and we thank him
for his work in securing this funding
for the youth of Warrandyte and the
surrounding suburbs.”

Petrol
site still
awaits
approval
MANNINGHAM Council is still
waiting for a proposal for a 24hour service station in Yarra St
to gain approval from statutory
bodies before council hands down
its decision.
The Diary understands the applicant, Platinum King Pty Ltd,
is yet to negotiate outcomes with
VicRoads, CFA and Melbourne
Water before it can hold a consultation meeting and write a council
report.
It’s unknown how long the
process could take, but there are
suggestions it could take several
more months.
The proposed petrol station, 13
car parking spaces and 250 metre
square convenience store at 1-5
Yarra St would require the removal of six trees.
A poll of about 300 people on
the Warrandyte Community Association’s website shows almost
73% of respondents are against
the proposed petrol station.
BRIANNA PIAZZA

Goblets
and top
reviews
for Altair
By MICHELLE PINI

NOT content to offer great food,
wine and service, Altair’s Kelvin and
Michelle Shaw are also collecting
accolades.
Just a year since the Yarra Street
fine dining restaurant opened its
doors, it is kicking goals. Altair has
been awarded a prestigious goblet
rating in the Fine Wine Partners &
Gourmet Traveller Wine List of the
Year Awards as well as an inclusion
(and very favourable review) in The
Age Good Food Guide.
Continuing the sense of occasion
that the restaurant does so well,
Michelle and Kelvin are also offering
crab dinners, Oaks Day celebrations
and Christmas parties to show off
their new Spring menu.

Firing up for a free ride in a new BMW

Everyone’s chipping in to support the Fireball with a donation of their time, including
photographer Ben Galli who took this photo of South Warrandyte CFA captain Greg
Kennedy who is flanked by Angela Mosca from Doncaster BMW and Anna Gall from
Olivigna, the venue hosting the big event. Doncaster BMW has generously donated a
drive-for-the-weekend experience in a new BMW towards the night’s silent auction.
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Bushfire season is here,
Melissa Morrish, Elisabeth
Gallagher, and Samantha Eadie.

Scenario
workshop later
this month
By KIM HUMPHRIS

IN February this year, bushfire disaster hit Warrandyte. Three homes
were lost; fortunately there were no
deaths.
It didn’t “come from the north”
as so many people would have expected.
So, the big question is, what will
you do when another fire breaks out
in Warrandyte?
If your plan is to go, will you actually
leave early or wait and see? Where
will you go? Which way will you go?
Have all the family talked it through?
What if something unexpected happens? Have you a plan B, plan C?
Those and other possible situations and questions will be posed to
residents at the next Are You Ready
- Bushfire Scenario Planning Workshop at the Warrandyte Community
Church on Thursday, October 30.
It will be facilitated by Steve Pascoe and convened by Joff Manders
for the Warrandyte Community
Association’s Be Ready Warrandyte
campaign.
Steve, an emergency management
and fire safety consultant, is well
known to Warrandytians following
his facilitation of the forum after the
February fire.
He works closely with the Victorian
emergency management commissioner on bushfire safety planning
in the Dandenong Ranges. Steve is
a Strathewen resident who experienced and survived the impact and
aftermath of Black Saturday.
Joff, a well-known Warrandyte
identity, is a former commander
in the MFB and advisor to several
emergency management planning
committees including the Eastern
Metropolitan Regional Strategic Fire
Management Planning Committee.
The Warrandyte Community Association’s Be Ready Warrandyte project has held two previous scenario
events involving local emergency
services – all three local CFA fire
captains and other CFA officers,
council emergency management
officers, police, Parks Victoria and
Department of Environment and
Primary Industries officers.
“Ninety-five per cent of participants
who responded to a survey in the
last scenario event said they would
recommend this exercise to friends
and neighbours,” WCA president
Dick Davies said.
“There was a lot of helpful comment and criticism which we have
taken on board to improve and
streamline the event.
“We encourage all residents to
attend to gain a better understanding
of their fire plan and how it may be
challenged in reality.”
l The workshop will be held
at the Warrandyte Community
Church on Thursday October 30
from 7pm-9pm. To register for the
event or email Kim Humphris out
info@warrandyte.org.au
The ‘Be Ready Warrandyte’ project is funded by Manningham City
Council, Nillumbik Council, the
Warrandyte Community Market
Committee and the Warrandyte
Community Association.

Be Ready heatwave project
This article is the first in
a series over the coming
months from Be Ready
Warrandyte highlighting
the experiences of natural
disaster among long-term
locals and the resilience
they garnered from these
experiences. VICKI FAIRFAX
reports
ELISABETH GALLAGHER’S STORY
FOR Elisabeth (“Beth”) Gallagher,
the bushfires of 1962 changed
everything. With fires lapping at
her back door, she wrapped her
three-week old baby, Sam, in a
wet blanket, grabbed the baby’s
water bottle and, with her mother who was staying at the time,
jumped into the car leaving everything else behind.
She stopped just once to pick up
her neighbour, who insisted on
bringing her ironing (she didn’t
want the CFA men arriving and
discovering it unironed) and her
budgerigar.
Beth’s husband, a member of
the local CFA, stayed to defend
the house which may well have
ended in disaster for both him
and the house had not his footy
mates from Chelsea turned up to
help after first swimming across
the river.
After the ’62 fires, the women
in Warrandyte set up a women’s
auxiliary to raise money for the
CFA. They also teamed up to provide refreshments and meals to
firefighters during bushfires. Communication then was the worst
problem. Beth only heard about
the fires approaching when an uncle in Melbourne rang her to tell
her. There wasn’t much discussion
between neighbours and little in
the way of information.

Commonly, the locals first heard
about a bushfire when the CFA
captain turned up with his truck
and yelled for them to leave.
Even so, looking out at the
charred, silent landscape outside
their window when they were
finally able to go back to their
house a week later, it never
occurred to either of them to
move elsewhere.
“That’s where we belonged,” she
says without hesitation.
Beth, now 84, has lived in Warrandyte for more than 50 years
but that first experience of a
bushfire was unlike anything she
had known before. Following her
sister, she arrived in Melbourne
from her parents’ remote sheep
farm in Doodlakine, Western

Australia, in the early ’50s. Her
first job was at the French Jewel
Box in Melbourne’s celebrated
Block Arcade. Here, for the first
time, she came across newly arrived migrants, most of them men
displaced by war from Eastern
Europe who produced jewellery
from old, battered suitcases for
the shop’s owner to buy.
“They seemed strange,” she
says. “But I found them fascinating.”
Later she met and married a
man who had grown up in country Victoria.
“I was told he had a girl for every day of the week but Sunday.
I became the Sunday girl, but
pretty soon I was the Monday to
Sunday girl,” Beth says.

Soon after marriage they moved
to a two-acre bush block off the
then unsealed Research Road in
North Warrandyte. At first there
wasn’t even a telephone and
though there was no public transport Beth continued to commute
to the city to work.
Since that first experience of
bushfire and with two growing
children, Beth has become more
prepared and more vigilant,
packing suitcases and documents
and keeping the bush around the
house cleared. But the fires did
change her life in many ways,
much of it expressed in the poignant poetry she has written (and
had published) in the years since.
Beth continued to stay on her
cherished bush block weathering
a devastating marriage break-up,
children leaving and the death of
a beloved sister. In her early fifties she began a new life taking up
university studies.
“Until then,” she says, “I had
never met women who shared my
interests.”
She gained a Masters degree
and began a PhD studying – and
befriending – women here in Melbourne who are political exiles
from the Baltic States, women
who have also had to start all over
again.
It’s easy to see why these days
Beth Gallagher responds with a
shrug to questions about living
with the threat of bushfire for so
many years.
“It’s just the smell of bushfires
I don’t like,” she says. “Always
brings back traumatic memories.
When you’re older you’ve survived, not just bushfires, everything.”
l Are you a long term resident
of Warrandyte with a story to tell
or do you know someone who is?
Do you need further information
on preparing a bushfire plan?
Contact BRW on 9844 5855 or
email at info@warrandyte.org.au
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are you ready?

Spring is finally here and the grass
has started growing again!
Now is a great time to review the vegetation management
on your property. Star Contracting Services can assist you, providing
quality mowing/slashing contracting.
OUR SPECIALISED SERVICE COVERS:
H Steep and hilly terrain maintenance H Acreage lawn/paddock mowing
H Fuel reduction and fire breaks to manage your bushfire risk
Based in Warrandyte we cover all of Melbourne and its outer boundaries.

Call Jason 0425 786 462

STONEHOUSE
GALLERY
exhibition calendar 2014

OCTOBER

		

NOVEMBER

		
		
		
		

‘On the Wall’ Paintings, prints and drawings by
Stonehouse artists, Sue Trevillian and Jenny John
‘Out of the Box’ Our annual pre-Christmas and
Christmas gift exhibition for November and
December. You are invited to our Opening Day on
November 9th. There will be demonstrations by
artists and live music to celebrate the season.
OPEN DAILY 10am–5pm

103 Yarra St, Warrandyte 9844 3629 www.stonehousegallery.com

Warrandyte bunker tour

Solution to last month’s puzzle:

Ignore the speed of the Yarra as it carries both
the ball and the canoe downstream at the same
speed. Sally will find the ball 2 hours after she
sets off.

TO build a bushfire bunker or not? That
is the question. It was answered in part
by the Warrandyte Community Association’s “bunker tour” when residents
who attended last year’s very successful
‘Bunkers or Bunkum?’ forum were invited
to inspect different sorts of local shelters.
The tour was organised by Jock Macneish for Be Ready Warrandyte.
Participants visited six different types
of bunkers in the Warrandyte area and
shared their ideas within the group.
While “leave early” is still the main
message, bunkers are plan B,C or D – a
last resort and only a component of the

CYRIL

overall range of measures taken to protect against bushfire threat.
However, more Warrandyte residents
are installing them. The tour was a great
chance to get first-hand experience of the
sort of preparation people are adopting.
The WCA Be Ready Warrandyte project is funded by Manningham Council,
Nillumbik Council, the Warrandyte
Community Market Committee and the
Warrandyte Community Association.
Contact Jock Macneish, 9844 4164 or
Kim Humphris, project manager ‘Be
Ready Warrandyte’, 9844 5855 or email
info@warrandyte.org.au

Clyde’s
Conundrum
Emma brings a basket of 5 eggs
(cinq œufs) to the French
conversational class and invites the
five participants to each take an egg.
This they do. But at the end of the day
there is still one egg left in the basket.
Comment cela peut être? How come?

Solution next issue.

Jane Brydon
Hairdresser
FURNITURE • HOMEWARES • CAFE

SHOWROOM & WORKSHOP
25-31 Sherbourne Rd
Briary Hill 3088 VIC
P: 03 9434 2530
E: info@purdysfurniture.com.au
www.purdysfurniture.com.au

Precision Cutting
Ammonia Free Colour
By Appointment
0414 516 231

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Cameron Guymer
0408 348 180

Certified Practising Accountants

44 Yarra Street, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3280

By PAUL WILLIAMS

DIARY MINI ADS
AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70
years young. 3000 weddings. Still
going strong. John Byrne 9844
2155, 0418 995 189.
CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely, in style and comfort.
Airport transfers, Parties, Weddings.
City and Suburb to Suburb. Up to
6 passengers & luggage. Call
Clive for bookings 0412 556 801.
MOSAIC STAINED GLASS
Beautiful panels for doors and
windows; natural themes and small
panels a specialty. Free quotes.
Shan 9712 0024.
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943
or leave a message on 9722 2592

SHAPES BOBCAT Phone 9844
2117 or 0410 402 046.
PHILLIP ISLAND Cape Woolamai
3 bedroom Townhouse (sleeps 6).
Fully self contained. Close to surf
and safety beaches. Phone owner
0433 572 355.
SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE
We care for your pet when you
cannot be there. Honest, reliable
and professional care in your own
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.
WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest
way to send your message to the
Warrandyte community. $10 for 5
lines (30 characters per line), then
$1 each additional line, prepaid.
Phone 9844 0555.
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Facebook privacy – a big issue
FACEBOOK incidents
directly impacting local
people and businesses in
recent times have started
a conversation in the local
community about what’s
appropriate, privacy settings
and how easy it is for a
single person to damage
a business’s reputation,
especially on community
pages or open groups.
BRIANNA PIAZZA caught
up with social media and
content expert Jillian Bowen
for some advice
ANY of Facebook’s 1.1
billion users find it
difficult to understand
the privacy settings on
the popular social media
site. The content you post on social
media can easily circulate around the
worldwide web, even if your profile
is set to private.
Even Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg’s sister was caught out
when she posted a family photo on
her private Facebook page, which
was seen, copied and then tweeted
to the world.
More recently, a Warrandyte family
had concerns for their safety after
posting a warning about a random
violent incident in a public Facebook
group, with their names published
in a local news article without
permission.
Social media and content specialist
Jillian Bowen explains how
Facebook’s privacy settings work
and what we should be aware of.
Q: How can Facebook users check
their privacy settings?
A: If you click on the little padlock
symbol in the top right hand corner
of your Facebook screen you can
access all your privacy settings. If
you are unsure about your privacy
settings, a good starting point is to
select the Privacy Check-up option in
that menu. It tells you who can see
your posts, which Apps have access
to your profile and the privacy set up
for your profile. The key items you
can change here are email address,
birth date, hometown and current
city. Even if you are not age sensitive,
I would recommend making your
birthday ‘Friends Only’ and your
year of birth only visible to you as
this information is often used to
verify identity.
Is it possible to make your profile
picture and cover photo private?
Your current profile and cover
pictures are always public. Even if
you change the privacy setting of
your profile picture to Friends, it
will still display until it is replaced.
You can’t change the privacy setting
for your current cover photo, but
once you upload a new one you can
go back and change previous cover
pictures to friends. Check ‘What do
other people see on my Timeline?’

under the privacy menu. This allows
you to see what a person who is
not connected to you sees on your
Facebook profile. Then work back
through your posts and pictures and
adjust your settings.
How do you make sure that others
who aren’t on your Facebook
friends list can’t see when you are
tagged in photos?
If you are tagged in a post photo,
you can lose control over who will
see it. However you can control
whether or not you are tagged in
a photo in the first place by opting
to review tags in posts and photos
before they go live. When tag review
is enabled you get a message to
review the post, which you can then
approve or dismiss.
Ar e ther e any dangers with
checking into places?
You can also select your audience
when you check in, but I would
advise people to be very careful
about checking in publicly. Many

people have dug themselves into a
hole thanks to a little white lie and
the check in option. Imagine you told
one friend you were too tired to go
out then checked in while you were
out with another, or maybe you were
supposed to be working and checked
in at the movies. It happens.
What are the consequences of
posting inappropriate material?
Silly photos can come back to
haunt you later in life, but far worse
is the person who publicly posts
that they are on holidays. You’d
be amazed how easily someone
can figure out your address via the
crumbs you leave across the internet
– one photo of you on a beach with
the privacy settings wrong could tell
a burglar your house is empty!
What infor mation shouldn’t
people post on social media?
You should NEVER publicly post
your address, phone number, email
address or date of birth. People even
post photos of their credit cards and

license. Identity theft and hacking
are very real threats, so it’s up to the
individual as much as the platform to
protect themselves.
Can others still shar e your
material publicly, even if your
profile is set to private?
Yes – that’s the nature of a social
network. The general rule is if you
don’t want it to be seen by others,
don’t post it and when you post
something on a public page, anybody
can see it.
There was a rumour going around
that messenger was recording
conversations. Is this true?
What they can do and what they will
do are different things. I’d suggest
people actually read the terms
and conditions of any App prior
to installing it. If you’re concerned
about the access you’re granting,
don’t install the App. Allowing an
App to track your location is also
something people might also want
to think twice about – you are

providing the App, and the people
they might sell their data to, with
a lot of information about your life.
How do you stop videos from
automatically playing when using
Facebook on smartphones?
Always check your settings
whenever something is annoying you.
To stop videos playing automatically
on Facebook on your iPhone go to
settings > Facebook > settings and
change Auto-play to Wi-Fi only or off.
Any final words of advice for
Facebook users?
You can control who can contact you,
who can send you friend requests
and you can block people who are
bothering you. You can also restrict
content on your timeline from an
individual if necessary. The privacy
tools are all there, but the best privacy
advice is to look at everything you
post online and imagine the consequences if it was shared more
broadly. If the thought of that outcome
makes you squirm, just don’t post it.
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Paramedic student Cristina commended for bravery
By MICHELLE PINI

WARRANDYTE paramedic student
Cristina Courtney (second from
right) has received an Ambulance
Victoria Commendation Award for
her actions in assisting a car accident
victim earlier this year.
Cristina came to the aid of Andrew
Vagias, 18, who was unconscious
and trapped in his vehicle, bleeding
profusely and hardly breathing after
his car hit a power pole in Reynolds
Rd, Donvale. She jumped into the
passenger seat to administer first
aid, monitored his pulse and blood
pressure, and directed another
passerby to get in the back and
hold the victim’s neck still for spinal
protection.
“It happened so quickly,” Cristina,
20, told the Diary. “I didn’t really
think about how I would react, my
training just kicked in and I went
straight into the ‘systemic approach’
as we are taught to do.”
Mr Vagias suffered critical injuries
including a collapsed lung and brain
damage and has been undergoing
rehabilitation since the crash.
Paramedics who later attended
the scene explained that Cristina’s

prompt actions in clearing the victim’s airway made a huge impact
to the extent of his brain injuries
and chance of survival. Her efforts
so impressed attending intensive
care paramedic Peter Godwin that
he nominated her for the commendation.
Andrew Vagias attended the ceremony and thanked Cristina.
“The fact that she got to me so
quickly, I was blessed. A minute
later, who knows what could have
happened,” he said.
Cristina admitted feeling “a little
weird” about all the media attention.
She said meeting Andrew was a great
feeling and described the gratitude
expressed by him and his family
at the Ambulance Victoria awards
ceremony as “overwhelming and
surreal”.
“It’s weird – I felt a moral obligation
to help but I think any skilled person
would do the same,” she said.
The third year Monash University
student, who will be attending job
interviews next month, said: “It has
made me more confident in my ability to stay calm. I feel as though I’m inspired and ready to be a paramedic.”

We want a Myki outl
By BRIANNA PIAZZA
and LUCIE ROYAL

MORE than two years after Myki was
introduced, residents are still angry
that Warrandyte remains without a
Myki sales outlet.
While people can order a Myki
card over the phone or online, many
feel there’s a strong need for a local
sales point.
The closest retail outlets selling
Myki are in North Ringwood, Research and at The Pines in East
Doncaster. Warrandyte Newspower
Newsagency and Lotto manager Weil
Han says not having a local Myki
sales outlet inconveniences local
public transport users.
He says he contacted authorities
two and a half years ago explaining
there was nowhere to buy Myki cards
in Warrandyte.
“The lady was firm and told me not
to contact them, that they would
contact me if they thought there was
a need in the area,” Weil said, adding
that about 20 customers still come
into the store asking to buy Myki
cards each week.
“It affects everyone, even tourists,
and it makes it really difficult for
people.
“Not long ago an older lady’s car
broke down and she wanted to go
to North Warrandyte but couldn’t

get there because she didn’t have a
Myki card. We’re trying to encourage
people to use public transport, not
discourage them.”
Weil says there’s not much advice
he can offer unhappy bus users
except to complain directly to Myki.
The Warrandyte Post Office also
regularly receives about five customers asking for Myki cards each week,
while Quinton’s IGA owner Julie
Quinton says her store had considered selling Myki cards in the past.
“I can’t believe we can’t get a
Myki from our post office or local
newsagency,” North Warrandyte
resident Ray Kelly said.
The Diary understands Myki had
refused to grant licenses to any Warrandyte shops which would allow
them to top up and sell the cards,
saying the Warrandyte area was
already adequately served and that
residents had other alternatives for
buying and topping up Myki cards.
Public Transport Victoria didn’t
respond to the Diary’s requests for
comment at the time the paper went
to print.
Many locals say the current options
for buying and topping up Myki
cards online are satisfactory.
“I use auto top up, even for the
kids’ cards, and I never need cash,
never run out – and you can set it

up for $10. We never have a problem
with it,” Warrandyte resident Jozica
Kutin said.
Public transport users can also
top up their Myki cards on the bus
to a maximum of $20, with cash only.
However, others say it would be
more convenient if they could buy
and top up Myki cards in Warrandyte, even with an outdoor machine.
Alexandra Reeve, who recently
moved out of Warrandyte, used
to catch the bus into the city for
work from the IGA bus stop every
morning.
“I only ever went as far as East
Melbourne so never went anywhere
really close to a top up station,
which meant I was always having to
actively walk into the CBD to find a
train station or a 7/11 just to top up
my Myki,” Alexandra said.
“If there were days I was too busy
to top it up for the week I would find
myself on the way to the bus stop
with no money on my Myki.
“And to top up online takes around
two days to get from the point of payment to actually being on the card,
which means the only other option is
to top up on the bus – which would
be fine but I have never been the sort
of person to carry cash with me, I
have always just used my bank cards
for convenience.”

Ready to roll: ACPS Grade Sixers Billy and Amy are well prepared for high
school buses ordering their Myki cards online and topping up using the
internet. But many people want a Myki outlet in Warrandyte.

Come along to Slab Hut open day
THERE will be an Open Day at the
Slab Hut, 2 Castle Road in North
Warrandyte, on Sunday October 26
between 2-4pm.
The Slab Hut is a small, relatively
intact, single-roomed hut with timber
walls and a stringy bark slab roof.
This small vernacular building had
been protected within an existing
timber house for many years and was
only discovered during demolition of
that house in 1984.
The community and the Warrandyte Historical Society worked
very hard at the time to see the hut
preserved.
For the past 30 years it has been
managed by the National Trust of
Australia (Victoria), (the Trust) on
behalf of the community, on a fully
fenced site and protected by a large
overhanging roof.
There is no parking available in Castle Road so those wishing to attend
should park in the riverside car park
at the bridge then cross the bridge
and follow the signs up the path to
the site. Be prepared as the path is
steep and unsurfaced.
VAL POLLEY

Parents called to
shape program
BEING a parent is one of the hardest jobs
in the world and Nillumbik council
has programs on offer which provide
guidance and assistance to parents.
But council is now calling on parents to say if it has missed anything
and what they would like council to
provide in the shape of a parents program. A survey has been set up and
can be found on council’s website
which asks parents what they need
to assist them with their journey
through parenthood.
Nillumbik mayor Michael Young
said there were already programs on
offer ranging from antenatal groups
to ‘Pitstop’ for dads.
“As a parent myself I know the
value of sharing information and so
being able to tell us what you need
will mean that we develop a program
aimed directly at your needs.
“The survey should only take a few
minutes to complete and then we will
be able to schedule a program that
will be valuable and informative.”
There will also be some one-hour
focus groups organised to further
explore any issues raised by parents.
To take part in the focus groups
parents need to complete the survey
and leave their contact details.
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Times are a-changin’

By VAL POLLEY

CHANGE. It can be large scale and
immediately life changing or small
scale and incremental. Whereas the
former is immediately noticeable and
can be dramatic – think major road
widening or multi-storey buildings
– the latter can be just as transformative but in a much less obvious
way. Indeed, sometimes change just
creeps up on the community before
the full consequences are realised.
A letter in the September Diary
started that line of thought. It complained about new asphalt footpaths
with “hideous white lines” down the
middle. It probably referred to the
bike/pedestrian path from Pound
Road to Oakland Drive that has just
been installed. It would be nice to
think it could have remained a gravelled, unformed, if not much-used
track. However, realistically and for
safety reasons, it seems it must be
asphalt and the line is to prevent
cyclists running into each other. (I’m
assured it can happen).
Change has crept across many of
the unsealed roads that once were a
feature of Warrandyte. Most are now
asphalted but at least they are more
aesthetically pleasing compared
with earlier straightened, kerbed
and channeled roads installed at
great cost in the 1980s and ‘90s. Now
they follow the contours, twists and
bends and remain much more in
keeping with the local environment
to the approval of the residents.
However, the change did not stop
there. Once their roads were asphalt-

ed, many residents then saw advantages in sealing their driveways,
particularly if they were steep or had
drainage issues. But you can still find
some residents mourning the loss of
the old graveled country roads that
have disappeared.
By now most residents will have

noticed the change to the speed
limit through the township. Now
the 50kph restriction commences
at Stiggants Reserve, not the Gospel
Chapel car park. That means slowing
down much earlier to drive through
the township. It’ll take a little while
to take hold, it’s hard to remember

despite new signs warning of the
change. There is a tendency not to
slow down until the approach to the
Gospel Chapel area.
The old signs have not been removed, either, so now there are even
more roadside signs along Yarra
Street. There was a real push to reduce the number of roadside signs
some years back and it is interesting
to note how many are creeping back
in along with changes such as the
speed limit. Will the next change be
the electronic signs such as those
at the High School? At least speeds
could be programmed to suit conditions and the other signs could be
removed but this would introduce
yet another major visual change that
some residents would approve and
others hate.
One of the biggest streetscape

changes in recent months has been
the extensive renovations to the Old
Wine Hall (Folkart). This two-storey
building has been a feature of Yarra
Street close to the bridge since the
late 1800s. It was operated firstly
as a wine hall by Heinrich Kruse in
the early 1900s servicing groups of
friends and tourists. It was then sold
to the Robertson family who ran it
as a tea rooms for many years. The
story has often been told of the piano
being lowered from the balcony and
taken over to the bridge for the traditional New Year’s Eve celebrations.
Les Gilholm ran a milk bar on
the ground floor during the 1960s.
Famous for jam and cream sponge
cakes on Sundays and the amount of
goods he could stock in the limited
space, the shop was an institution
in the town. Pam Hipwell’s Folkart
store has now occupied the ground
floor for so many decades it has also
become a fixture in the streetscape.
However, over the decades the building’s fabric had deteriorated with
the roof leaking and upper floors
standing empty. Following its sale in
2013 to sympathetic new owners, extensive renovations were approved
and these are currently underway.
When completed the building once
more will be a proud feature in the
streetscape.
Many residents have expressed
fears of the township turning into
suburbia. The Diary letter protested
ugly white lines but what about the
allocated parking spaces, named
in white, in the car park at the rear
of the Yarra Street shops near the
bridge? Each business has been
allocated specific spaces that can
present a quandary to visitors at
busy times. What to do when the
spaces allocated to the business you
want to visit are all full and others
stand empty? Will this action start
a trend that will see all the car park
areas with specifically designated
spaces - for shops, seniors, families
with prams and so forth such as in
shopping malls elsewhere?
Change, too, is always evident in
the various shopping areas. It is sad
to see some long standing businesses
such as Australiana Aspect pack up
and leave. For so long purveyors of
Australian themed gifts and goods it
attracted many tourists and visitors.
Over time the shopping areas in the
centre and eastern end of the town
have gradually altered in line with
changing demands. Once mostly
comprising crafts shops and galleries
they now feature life style stores,
restaurants and cafes.
So change – a threat or opportunity? It depends on one’s outlook perhaps. One thing is for sure though –
change will keep on happening. How
to manage the change is probably
the issue rather than change itself.
Perhaps there is a cautionary note
here (be careful what you wish for)
the outcome may not always turn out
to be what you expected.

Spooky business down at Stiggants Reserve
HOLLYWOOD came to Warrandyte
late last month – well, kind of, perhaps a smaller version of it - when
the film crew from Sonnigsburg came
to town and required some “extras”
for a film shoot at Stiggants Reserve
near the Yarra River.
The Diary heeded the call and posted a shout out on our Facebook page
for locals to roll up on the coming
Sunday. Pictured with top Aussie
actor Ian Stenlake, who stars in the
series, was Liz Marsh.
Stenlake said he was enjoying his
short time in Warrandyte, saying “it’s
beautiful here”.
“It really is a lovely place, I love the
river and the trees. It’s a great place
to get some fresh air.”
Sonnigsburg is a supernatural drama series of six episodes that will
air on Channel 31 about the middle
of next year.
“We had a great time in Warrandyte,” said one of the head honchos

of the production team Fiona Bulle,
who, as it turns out, is no stranger
to the area.
“I actually grew up in Park Or-

chards, just off Warrandyte-Ringwood Rd, so I know the area very
well, which is why we’re doing a lot
of the filming around here,” Fiona

told the Diary. “We’re also filming a
lot in Warrandyte State Park around
Geraghty’s Mine.
Sonnigsburg sounds like a must
watch next year. So the synopsis
goes: On her way to research the
ghost town of Sonnigsburg, Savannah
becomes more and more haunted
by her own past. Welcome to Mount
Sunshine, the place that’s on the
way to nowhere in particular. Savannah, a city girl who has no time
for country living, has stopped in to
visit her ex-girlfriend, Jade. But in a
town whose facade looks like it did
100 years ago, and where technology quickly gives up the ghost, it’s
difficult to find answers to even the
simplest of questions. Savannah has
made it this far, but will she make it
all the way to Sonnigsburg?
You can stay in touch with the
Sonnigsburg saga on Facebook at
facebook.com/sonnigsburg
SCOTT PODMORE
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dear diary
Letters to the Diary on local
topics are welcome. They may
be edited for reasons of style,
length or legality.

Just another
money grab
I am a business owner in Warrandyte
and had to visit my office on Saturday
October 4 (Warrandyte market day).
On arrival I found that as usual there
are no parking spaces available for
business owners, even after checking
the carpark behind the Neighbourhood House.
I had my son in the car who had just
been diagnosed with pneumonia and
therefore could not park miles away
from my office and leave him in the
car. I chose to double park in front of
my office for literally no more than
two minutes to get a file for a client.
Whilst doing that a council officer
booked me for double parking (fine
$89), despite the fact that she would
have seen my son in the car and
could have asked where I was. I’m
sorry but that is just a money grab.
Paul van Loon
Warrandyte
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Watch your step at Post Office
Informative
river walk to
remember

WARRANDYTE Post Office has
raised concerns about a dangerous area on the footpath at
the front of it’s building on Melbourne Hill Road which they say
poses a risk of a serious accident
after three elderly residents have
fallen in recent times.
“Manningham council have
refused to fix it,” Warrandyte
Post Office’s Marg Agius told the
Diary.
“We asked one of their representatives to fix it after telling
them about what we consider to
be a hole in the footpath, or at the
least, a dangerous section near
the drain pipe.
“The council worker came over,
had a look and told us if people
fall flat on their face then that’s
their problem.”
He said, “I thought you said
there was a hole there?” And we
basically said no, there probably
wasn’t, but we explained that it
was dangerous and anyone who
walks near it or over it could hurt
themselves. As it turns out we’ve
had three people go over now, so
it really is dangerous.”
Marg said she tried to put a sandwich board sign over the area in
question so people would avoid it,

but given the sign promoted one
of the Post Office’s services she
was informed by council there
would be a fee to have it on the
footpath for advertising reasons.

stitute of Medical Research (WEHI).
Together with colleagues he has
made a start in his goal of making
medical research accessible to the
general public by promoting conversation between scientists and the
community.
The first talk concentrated on
breast cancer. Sarah Best, who attended with Doug and local student
Gabrielle Mitchell, both addressed
the audience. Gabrielle is new to
the institute, but Sarah has already

taken on specialising in breast cancer research.
Part of the talk included discussion about several different types of
breast cancer and although cancer
isn’t hereditary, if you inherit one
of the BRCA genes the chances of
getting cancer are increased.
Professor Hilton, who along with
Gabrielle began their life of learning
at Warrandyte Primary School, explained just how far medical research
has come in the past 10 years.

By BRIANNA PIAZZA

“Council said for us to have it
out there it would cost a couple of
hundred dollars, but the idea of
putting it out there was purely for
safety reasons, so we can’t now.”

Listening to wonders of science
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI

SOME time ago, Professor Doug Hilton approached Warrandyte’s Maxine Chapman and asked her if she
would become a community ambassador to help take science research
out to the Warrandyte community.
Maxine willingly took this on and
recently a small group of locals were
privy to a very informative evening
hosted by the professor himself.
Professor Hilton is resident and
director of Walter and Eliza Hall In-

PEOPLE of all ages turned up for the
Riverkeepers’ walk along the Yarra
River in North Warrandyte earlier
this month.
Yarra Riverkeepers president Ian
Penrose guided the two-hour walk,
taking 30 people along a hidden trail
with picturesque views of the Yarra.
He talked about the river’s fascinating history and its surrounding
wildlife and vegetation.
Ian also educated walkers about
introduced animal and plant species
threatening the river’s natural habitat, while explaining how they could
help preserve the river.
“The walk was fully booked and I
was delighted to see so many people
from across the city wanting to see
such a beautiful part of the Yarra,
which is unknown to many Melburnians,” Ian said.
“People protect what they love –
that’s one of our mottos. So the idea
is if we show people how special
the river is, its beauty, wildlife and
tell them about the river’s history,
people will feel that the Yarra is
something they need to take care of.”
The Riverkeepers will run another
heritage walk along the river with
the Warrandyte Historical Society on
Sunday October 19.
Beginning at 10am at the foot
bridge adjacent the Everard Drive
Car Park, walkers will also learn
facts, myths and tales of the Yarra
River’s history.
Cost is $5 per person and bookings
are essential.
Contact David on 0418 967 514 for
bookings.
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INVITATION TO JOIN US FOR A

TASTE OF INDIA BANQUET
Friday 31 October and Saturday 1, November from 7pm
$39.90 per person with a complimentary glass of wine

Cocoa Moon Café is opening its doors on the first weekend of each month with a
different culinary experience on the menu every time.

Reservations: 9844 5081 info@cocoamoon.com.au
166 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Like us on Facebook and check out our menu

•

Warrandyte

Celebrate Christmas
this year with a classic Christmas dinner
(including a traditional roast) at Cocoa Moon
with full decorations, music and bon bons.
Bring the family, friends or work colleagues.
With 4 evenings to choose from: Friday 5,
Saturday 6, Friday 19 or Saturday 20 December
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Vanilla Orchid offers
great tasting dishes
with the option of being:
gluten free, nut free,
vegan or vegetarian.
We are also following
the lead of Quinton’s
IGA and using free
range eggs exclusively.

OPEN
Tuesday to Saturday, 5.30pm to 10pm
Sunday, 11am to 10pm
Dine In and Takeaway
Licensed and BYO (wine only)

188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
(opposite the Bakery)

Phone 9844 5778

www.vanillaorchid.com.au
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Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Olivia Rimington
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm
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Youthful zest in Earnest pursuit
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI

THANK you, Lawrence Phelan, for requesting a forum for aspiring, young actors to
strut their stuff. The outcome is a great
success, especially the opening night of
The Importance of Being Ernest.
One could expect some hiccups on opening night, but that was not the case. It was
presented with no evidence of nerves or
memory loss. As it turned out, the day after
the opening night I attended a performance
of The Last Confession with David Suchet.
It was brilliant, of course, but I couldn’t
help thinking how the young members of
the Warrandyte Youth Theatre were every
bit as professional and comfortable in their
roles as the professionals.
The entire cast of the Importance of Being Ernest was excellent. I wondered what
the youth of today made of the pomp and
ceremony of the upper class British youth
in the late 19th century. The costumes

A big rap
for Robbie
By LUCIE ROYAL

SIX years into a budding career, Warrandyte’s Robbie James is finally getting his
name out there on the Australian rap
scene.
With music inspirations such as Bliss N
Eso, Drapht and Hilltop Hoods, Robbie has
become a local rapping sensation within
the local music scene and is getting some
traction on social media, too, under the
name of Selby MC
“I uploaded my first video onto Facebook
in 2010, it was so terrible,” Robbie says,
laughing. “I wouldn’t show anyone! It has
been challenging making a name but I’m
continuing to work on my own in my room
with a pen and paper doing my own thing.
So I’m very happy with how everything’s
going now.”
Robbie recently released his first mixtape
Wazza D Chills and said the theme was
mainly about the very place he’s grown
up – Warrandyte.
“The whole idea was to talk about Warrandyte, my home town, and to spread the
love,” he said.
A popular track off the mixtape Moving
Forward has even had a music video produced by another local Ella Robison. It’s
scoring plenty of attention on YouTube.
Robbie says Ella has been “a big support”
for him since Day 1. Robbie has also performed at some local gigs, including the
upcoming Eltham Fair on November 9.
And the Warrandytian isn’t about to slow
down now that he has a taste for it.
“I want to change the world, help people
out and make people happy,” Robbie said.
Download Wazza D Chills (explicit, may
not be suitable for younger listeners) at
www.soundcloud.com/selbymc

Thomas goes from the stable to the stage
By BRIANNA PIAZZA

WHO would have guessed that the boy
who spent most of his life growing up near
Tandivale Equestrian Centre would one
day play a lead role in one of Australia’s
most colourful and creative stage plays,
Strictly Ballroom The Musical?
Thomas Lacey moved away from Warrandyte only a couple of years ago, but
the 21-year-old says he has fond memories
of riding his bike around Warrandyte and
learning to dance in the area from the age
of two.
“Warrandyte will always be a special
part of my life. I spent most of my life in
Warrandyte with my family, my mum was
a farm girl, dad was a racing car driver and
my older sister started dancing at two then
I basically followed,” he said.
“It’s also where I did a lot of my early
dance training and I used to practice my
competition routines at the community
hall.”
Now Thomas is spending his time between Sydney and Melbourne, playing
Scott Hastings in the critically acclaimed
Strictly Ballroom The Musical.
Based on the much-loved classic 1992
film Strictly Ballroom, the play tells the
story of a championship ballroom dancer
who defies the rules of ballroom dancing
to follow his heart – much to the horror of
his parents and peers.
“It was quite a long audition process and
I was at the airport flying from Sydney to
Melbourne and my flight had been delayed.
Next thing I got a call from my agent, there
were tears and I was like, ‘What’s wrong?’
And she said I got the part,” Tom recalled.
“Then I had to get on a plane, turn my
phone off and just be with my thoughts. On
the plane was when it really sank in and I
thought about what was going to happen
with the next portion of my life.”
The hit play is coming to Her Majesty’s

Golden Ticket up
for grabs

The Croydon Cinemas
Gold Pass giveaway is alive
and well and proving to be
a great opportunity for one
lucky family from Warrandyte to snap up the major prize – almost
300 locals have become Loyalty Club
members at the nearby cinema complex
with the best prices in Melbourne.
They’re all in the running for a family
pass (two adults, two kids) every day for
a year in 2015! Don’t forget to check out
the deal at www.croydoncinemas.com.au
and click on the Loyalty Card link. Every
person from within the Diary’s circulation
area is a chance to win the Golden Ticket!

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT MAT T IS BACK!

MODERN AUSTRALIAN CUISINE

meal special
BUY 1 MAIN
MEAL
GET 1 FREE
Expires 30.11.2014
Free meal of equal or lesser value
One voucher per table

Alfresco Dining BYO (wine only) Extensive Wine List – Stage
Dance Floor – Specialising in functions (10 to 250 people)

104 Melbourne Hill Rd, Warrandyte

were gorgeous and Ernest and Algernon
looked particularly dashing in their first
outfits.
Eloise Thompson, as Lady Bracknell, Nick
Vander Haar, as Reverend Frederick, and
Christopher Fahey, although he played
two small parts, must have found it particularly difficult to pull off characters about
50 years their senior. But they did it, and
most convincingly.
Due to illness, one of the directors had
to step in and play Miss Prism, no doubt a
nerve-wracking experience. But other than
the fact she was a little older than the rest
of the cast, no one would have realised.
It was a great job of directing by her and
Louise Phelan.
As always, I can’t wait for the next
production. And talking of David Suchet,
rumour has it that when he heads home
to England he will be taking up the role of
Lady Bracknell!

9844 0325
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Theatre in January, following its global
premiere in Sydney earlier this year.
Bringing the story to the stage is the
creative team behind the hit film, including
one of Australia’s iconic directors, Baz
Luhrmann, who holds the story close to
his heart.
He devised the original play with a group
of students at the National Institute of Dramatic Art in 1984, before the story became
his first motion picture.
“The simple message that there isn’t
only one way to cha cha cha, and that
within us all we have the true potential
to dance through life with our own steps
is something that appeals to all of us,” Mr
Luhrmann said.
“The message that life doesn’t have to
be strictly ballroom is something I hope
to have our audiences carry with them as
they dance down the aisles.”
Tom says he enjoys playing Scott Hastings – part of him can even relate to the

character.
“Defying the odds and defying the federation, that’s what I like about Scott. I once
read that no matter what every character
that you could or will play is in you. It’s
just a matter of finding where it is in you,”
Tom said.
“I grew up playing classical music on
piano as a kid and I defied my teacher so
many times, I’d always put in blues notes
but I was told I couldn’t’ do that ... I fought
against my teacher and I got my way in
the end.”
Tom has spent years training for his
career, having started dancing at the age
of two.
He’s trained in ballet, tap, jazz, contemporary, hip hop, acrobatics, music theatre,
Latin and commercial dance.
He has also performed in The Wizard of
Oz, Singing in the Rain, Oliver! and Oklahoma, to name a few.
He made his television debut in the main
role of Ben Tickle in ABC3’s teen series
Dance Academy and has also had a recurring role in Winners and Losers.
“You can’t get enough training and it’s
also really important for aspiring actors
and singers to get out there, get a taste of
everything and see how other actors and
singers do their thing,” he advised.
Yet Tom’s first adult role in Strictly
Ballroom The Musical isn’t without its
challenges.
“The show goes for two hours and 23
minutes and I’m on stage for something
like two hours and 19 minutes, and I’m
dancing and singing and acting the whole
time,” he said.
“Fitness is probably the biggest thing I’ve
had to work on. It wasn’t until five months
into the season that I was actually able to
relax and didn’t have to think about where
to take a breath, or have some water.”
www.strictlyballroomthemusical.com

Pictures: Stephen Reynolds
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Grey wolves among us
Top honours for
Warrandyte’s
Harry and Abbey
By RUTH BIRCH

TWO young Warrandytians have
achieved the impressive milestone of becoming Grey Wolves
this month, an accomplishment
that only four members of the
Ringwood Scout Group have ever
achieved.
To receive the award, Abbey
Burke and Harry Klein, both 11
and in Grade 5, completed various tasks and responsibilities
and learned different skills, such
as community service, attending
dawn services, camping, bushwalking and knot tying. After each
task is completed they are given
a badge, and Harry’s uniform
is decorated with an impressive
armful of badges that he has
amassed in his three years at
the club. It is no surprise he has
aspirations of being a paramedic
when he grows up.
While younger members are still
considered Scouts, those between
6 and 10 are in the Cubs group,
while older members between 11
and 15 are classified as Scouts,
which according to Abbey and
Harry involves more physical and
challenging activities.
The fact that both are only beginning the transition into the
Scouts group makes their dedication all the more impressive.
Harry’s favourite activity is the
fast-paced ice blocking, in which
the group gets together to race
down a large hill at Lilydale Lake
on large ice blocks with ropes
through them.
After five years with the Ring-

wood Scout Group, Abbey prefers
the more relaxed, bonding focused camping trips.
Both agree the best thing about
Scouts is that they are always
making new friends and learning
things in fun ways.
The week-to-week happenings at

Scouts vary, and both Harry and
Abbey are excited about visiting
the State Emergency Services and
going to bowling and DarkZone in
coming weeks.
The group meets every Wednesday at 7pm (Cubs) and Thursday
at 7.30pm (Scouts) during school

term at the BJ Hubbard Reserve
in Ringwood and are always welcoming new members, who are
encouraged to come and check it
out for free.
For more information and to
find your local scout group visit
the website www.vicscouts.com.au

Scouting
adventures
THE Taco/
Eagle Patrol
have been
enjoying their
adventures at
Warrandyte
Scouts the past
few months
and some of
the team share
their thoughts
for Diary readers and anyone who may be interested in joining them.
Jake: We’ve been doing some
really cool stuff lately like building
billy carts, making “can stoves” and
rock climbing. I think more people
should do scouts. It’s really fun
and I can’t see anyone not having a
good time in scouts.
Horatio: It is sometimes good to
have a dad who is a scout leader.
But it is sometimes annoying as
well because you have to get there
extra early.
Jo: This term we have built can
stoves and rock climbed. We made
billy carts to prepare for camp.
Ming Jin: My time at scouts has
been great. We have done camps,
hikes and much more. There are
many activities such as capture
the flag or eating marshmallows
around a fire. Once a year, scouts
do a “showtime” where kids dress
up and act.
Jack (picture): Lately I have been
really enjoying scouts as I have just
achieved my pioneer badge and
my red cord. To get these, I had to
arrange a patrol activity and complete work for five different badges.
For the activity, I planned a night
hike. The hike went around Warrandyte in the dark with no adults
involved and we survived! We have
also been making a billy cart for a
race with my patrol. We hope we
get our billy cart done soon so we
can win the race as a team.
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Think Pink fundraiser
PRUE Garner, owner of the fast fashion boutique Frankies in Yarra Street,
will be hosting a runway event in an
effort to raise money to help find a
cure for Breast Cancer on October
23 at the Grand Hotel Warrandyte.
Tickets are available for $55 and
include champagne and gift bag on
arrival, free flowing canapés, a free
‘Think Pink’ cocktail courtesy of the
Grand and an indulgent candy buffet.
Frankies will be showcasing their
SS14 collection to guests, who will
also have access to an exclusive

‘Think Pink’ cocktail menu, photo
booth and entertainment from Melbourne’s dance music scene.
A silent auction, with products
from Frankies and other local businesses available, will be held to
raise money for the National Breast
Cancer Foundation. Guests will also
have the opportunity to participate
in a raffle (each entry is $10) to win
three nights accommodation at the
luxurious Villa Garner Ma in Seminyak, Bali. Visit www.villagarnerma.
com for more.

The event is something close to
Prue’s heart. Villa Garner Ma is the
namesake of Prue’s mother and
grandmother. Her grandmother successfully beat breast cancer at the
age of 55. Tragically, cancer hit her
family again in 2011 when Prue lost
her mother to pancreatic cancer, so
she is all too aware of the devastating
effects that cancer can have on an
individual and their family.
Generously, Prue will be donating
100% of profits made from the event
to the National Breast Cancer Foun-

Sasha’s year of
life and death
By MICHELLE PINI

SASHA Reid is a North Warrandyte CFA
volunteer, photographer, student of paramedics and law, recipient of the National
Emergency Medal and twice published
author.
But the accomplished local resident has
had her share of tragedy. In the same year
she and husband Troy Lowther, a professional firefighter and fellow CFA volunteer,
lost their IVF baby, she was diagnosed
with breast cancer and her father was
diagnosed with melanoma. Irving Reid,
long-time Warrandyte resident, passed
away barely a year after diagnosis.
In spite of successful treatment, her experience with cancer has meant that she
cannot have children, as women who have
had a cancer diagnosis are unable to adopt
or even foster children. Not being able to
be a parent, she says, “is an ever-enduring
heartbreak”.
Her latest book, A Year of Medical Thinking, chronicles this very difficult year
in her life in which she attempts to talk
openly and honestly about her personal
experiences.
Sasha says: ”It sounds like a cliché but I
was possessed by a need to write, to work
through my issues.”

The book delves
into what Sasha
calls “the change
in consciousness”
which occurs
when we are confronted with our
own mor tality.
It looks at the
thought processes and emotional challenges that accompany terminal
illness and loss, in a sensitive but truthful
light.
Sasha also believes there are many misconceptions and stereotypes about cancer
in wider community attitudes.
“There is a stigma associated with cancer
I found disturbing and alienating, so part
of the motivation was to push back against
this,” she explains.
Although writing the book has been
cathartic for Sasha, she hopes it will help
others who have challenges like that
thrown at them: “If only to know they are
not alone – I would like to think it might
be a comfort to people in a similar place.”
A Year of Medical Thinking (2014),
Jane Cur r y Publishing, $24.95 is
available in retail bookshops or visit
skreid.com.au

Raw power in print
JANETTE Murray-Wakelin, one of the
Warrandyte residents who ran around
Australia for charity last year, has released
a book about her inspiring journey.
Her book Running Out of Time – Running
Raw Around Australia was launched in
Melbourne at the Kindness House in late
September.
The story tells of her time spent running
around Australia with her husband, Alan,
in 2013, causing them to become the first
couple aged over 60 to run around the
country.
At the book launch, attendees were also
treated to a preview of their forthcoming
documentary, which would involve filming
scenes in Warrandyte.
Alan and Janette recently returned from
their book and film preview tour of the USA
and Hong Kong and say they have been
happy with the response so far.
They are still campaigning to raise funds
for the documentary and have commenced

a book tour of Australia, which will continue into next month.
Copies of Janette’s book are available
at www.runningrawaroundaustralia.com
BRIANNA PIAZZA

dation. NBCF is Australia’s leading
community-supported organisation
that is dedicated to funding high
quality research into the prevention,
detection and treatment of breast
cancer. Every dollar donated to the
fund helps take NBCF one-step closer to their goal of zero deaths from
breast cancer by the year 2030.
For further information, or to get
involved, email info@frankies295.
com.au. For more details about the
National Breast Cancer Foundation
visit www.nbcf.org.au
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Show me the
way to Europe
Q: Dear Carolyn, I’m in my fifties and thinking of going to Europe next year. Who, what,
where, when? I need all the help I can get
because I don’t even know where to start!
(Jeff, Research)
A: Hi Jeff, the good news is you can relax,
because it’s easier than you think. Whether it’s
your trip of a lifetime or your second or third
time around, the mystical charm of Europe
never fails to disappoint anyone. We are spoilt
for choice when it comes to travel options enabling us to style a holiday which best suits our
individual needs, so it’s just a case of working
out what’s yours.
While many travellers have seen the wellknown sights, the trend lately is that they are
now looking for “experiences” rather than
just “sightseeing”, and that’s a good thing for
Warrandytians to keep in mind because for so
many travellers it’s a lot more rewarding.
While the tried and true coach tour is still
a favourite, small group tours are becoming
increasingly appealing for the second or
third-timers who don’t necessarily want to do
it on their own or are time poor. These tours
allow you to mix it up with the locals, stay in
charming accommodation, travel along local
roads and enjoy amazing culinary experiences
in intimate restaurants. If physical activity is a
key requirement, consider a cycling or walking
holiday.
But for those who prefer Europe to come
to them, consider all inclusive luxury river
cruising. A river cruise offers unrivalled convenience – unpack once in your deluxe stateroom,
relax and enjoy everything the journey has to
offer. If you like to travel independently you
may choose to lease a brand new Citroen and
drive yourself. Alternatively, the rail system is
more efficient than ever and rail passes continue to offer excellent value. Planning ahead is
the key to independent travel. This will save
time and headaches along the way if you have
pre-booked accommodation.
Earlybird offers are now on sale so there is
no better time to book.

Diary goes global...
LOCAL fitness fanatic Dee Sheffrin did her
best in taking the Diary to the streets in the
United Kingdom recently. Whipping out our
beloved local rag, she posed by one of of the
roundabouts decorated for the Tour de France
in Leeds.
But wait, there’s more.
Our famous RAW runners Janette and Alan
(below) also snapped a photo of themselves
reading the Diary in Hong Kong, “taken when
we were there last month to speak at the first
Chinese Raw Vegan Festival held in Hong
Kong”. And Liz Marsh managed to put a Balinese life guard (right) to work on the beach
with a Diary in hand.
The winners of the Diary Goes Global competition will claim a nearby weekend escape
to Crystal Brook Tourist Park opposite Beasleys in a two bedroom cabin next July, so
make sure you pack your Diary on your next
adventure interstate or overseas.

Diary Travel Tip
Don’t try and do or see too much! Include
in your itinerary the opportunity to totally
immerse yourself in a place instead of just
ticking off landmarks from a bucket list. A
well-balanced itinerary leaves time for spontaneity and unexpected opportunities that may
arise along the way.
The Diary’s travel expert Carolyn is the
manager of Warrandyte Travel and Cruise.
Email: carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

The only place to stay in
a cabin, in a caravan or
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover
‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!
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Monkey biz for Andrea

By BRIANNA PIAZZA

IN recent years when the United Nations
warned people to evacuate from her village
in eastern Congo as rebels stormed the area,
one of Warrandyte’s newest residents Andrea
Coleman was adamant that she stayed right
where she was.
“The military have never attacked our sanctuary, we knew they were not after us, we’re
not part of their fight. Also, it can send a bad
message to our staff and people in the community if every time something goes bad you
leave,” Andrea recalled.
“In the earlier years the vet would always
insist I left because I was young, but in the
last few years she’d let me stay. Strangely, I’m
grateful for that because the people living there
don’t have the option to leave and it’s really
hard to get into a car and leave them behind.”
Andrea recently spent five years between
Congo and Templestowe, coming home to work
and to save some money to fund more trips
to the dangerous Central African zone, where
she was working to save endangered primates.
The Democratic Republic of Congo is one of
the world’s poorest countries, devastated by
years of conflict.
In the Lwiro village in South Kivu, near the
border of Rwanda and Burundi, is the Centre de
Rehabilitation des Primates de Lwiro, providing
refuge to 58 chimpanzees and 73 monkeys.
It’s one of only two chimpanzee sanctuaries
in Congo – and the number of sick, injured and
psychologically scarred primates entering the
sanctuary is ever growing.
These animals bear some of the tragic consequences of Congo’s poverty and conflict, with
habitat destruction from logging and mining,
the hunting of primates for food and the illegal
wildlife trade threatening their existence.
“A lot of the baby chimps we receive are
very cute and cuddly but there’s a really nasty
side to it,” Andrea said. “Their families have
been killed, their mums are shot dead on the
ground, the babies are prized off their mothers,
screaming and then they’re thrown into a sack
and travel like that for days, sometimes weeks,”
Andrea said.
“They come to us really sick and scared,
sometimes they still have snares on them or
bullets stuck in them.”
Mostly 30 Congolese staff now run the sanctuary, set up by foreigners in 2003.
They rehabilitate the orphaned primates,
who have suffered immensely at the hands of
humans and integrate them into social groups
with the other primates.
While it’s still too dangerous to release the
orphans into the wild, out of fear they could
be shot and captured again, the sanctuary
recently raised enough money to build a fourand-a-half acre enclosure for the animals in a
small forest near the sanctuary.
Andrea says they’re not only helping to conserve wildlife, but they also provide a source of
income for locals, many of whom are widowed
women with few employment opportunities.
The sanctuary also supports local projects,
such as weekly classes that teach villagers
about health, personal hygiene and caring for
the environment.
“Conservation projects have to involve locals, especially when you’re putting in so much
infrastructure for chimpanzees, feeding them
so much, giving them so much and there are humans there who don’t have that,” Andrea said.
“Despite everything they’ve gone through,
the locals are so friendly and they want to
give you so much. During the war, sometimes
they couldn’t get through to the animals for

several days because of the fighting and when
they could, they would risk their own lives to
take table scraps to the animals. They’re just
amazing people.”
Andrea says her work unexpectedly involved
educating soldiers, with the military responsible for much of Congo’s illegal activity.
Congo’s mostly poor and uneducated soldiers
are paid little – if at all, joining the army only
because they had no other choice.
So they often turn a blind eye when they steal
from villages and take monkeys from the forest
for food, often eating the older monkeys and
selling the babies.
“We needed to train them and let them know
it’s illegal. So we invite them into the sanctuary
with the hope of getting them to feel some kind
of responsibility towards their own wildlife,
and explain how conserving that wildlife will
benefit their families.
“It is quite scary dealing with soldiers but I

truly think that underneath all of that aggression, they just really want to see the animals.
What we found really gets the message through
is to tell them that the wildlife belongs to their
president and that it’s illegal to take what belongs to the president.”
Reflecting on her time in Africa, Andrea says
she has grown to love the people in the Lwiro
community, but had never imagined she would
end up in Congo.
A zookeeper by trade, Andrea wanted to do
something hands-on with primates and asked
around.
“When I received an email saying I should
go to Congo, I was like ‘are you crazy? But I
thought about it and I knew I just had to go,
that’s really the frontline of wildlife conservation. There’s no point going somewhere where
they don’t really need you.”
Having returned from Congo earlier this year
to get married, Andrea continues to fundraise

and organise the Lwiro sanctuary’s social media from her new home in North Warrandyte.
From time to time residents will find her
holding a sausage sizzle outside IGA or at the
Warrandyte Market, raising money for the
monkeys and chimpanzees back in Lwiro, her
second home.
She even says that Warrandyte’s community
feel reminds her a lot of Congo.
Trying to raise enough money to meet the
monthly $10,000 price tag of running the sanctuary keeps her busy, and while she intends
to return to Congo, starting her own family in
Warrandyte is on the cards for now.
“I have days where I might miss Misisi more
than anyone else, then I’ll think about Goma
and I’ll wonder what he’s doing right now. You
develop a bond, even from afar and I miss them
a lot, everyday.”
l For more info visit www.lwiroprimates.org
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Yoga, Meditation &
Creative Dance

Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128

bhavacentre@gmail.com
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bradley curtis
ELECTRICIAN

▲ Domestic
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Airconditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

TRUEWOOD
CONSTRUCTIONS

Design
Construction
Sustainable

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119
EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au

www.truewood.com.au

The world according to Daniel
• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D

painting &
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

KEITH WALKER

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Lawn Mowing
Garden Tidy Up
Pruning
Handyman Services
0488 553 594
keith.walker24@gmail.com

S soon as we left
the ferry that took
us from Mallaig in
Scotland to Armadale on the Isle of
Skye, Daniel threw a wobbly.
Daniel is ‘the voice’ on my
Garmin GPS system and until
then he had been a ‘stout
chap’.
He had navigated us through
the lakes district, the Dumfries, the Scottish lowlands,
Glasgow and up the coast
through Inveraray and on to
the ferry terminal at Mallaig.
Once we had taken the half
hour crossing, however, he
chose not to work longer than
advising us to go ‘off road’.
Now those of you who have
been to the Isle of Skye or, if
not, have looked at a map of
it, you’ll know that there are
very few roads on this very
big island.
Basically, they ring the island with a few cross island
joiners and some other local
roads that can be ‘challenging’. So when Daniel suggested that we should go ‘off
road’, he was being either
deliberately malicious or just
hadn’t bothered to contact
his satellite.
We relegated Daniel to the
glove box, and followed the
line of cars heading along the
only possible road to Portree.
Most of the signs along the
way, pointing to goat tracks
were in Gaelic, (here pronounced GALLICK) so, I don’t
know how Daniel would have
coped anyway. He can only
relate to words written in
the Oxford dictionary and
anything outside that gets
changed to something like a
word in the dictionary.

kibbled
“So when Daniel
suggested that
we should go
off road, he
was being either
deliberately
malicious or just
hadn’t bothered
to contact his
satellite...”

He coped very well in Cumbria. We hired the car in
Leeds and he was instructed
to take us to an address a
few doors up from Beatrix
Potter’s house, Farm Hill at
Near Sawrey, just along from
Sawrey and further still from
Far Sawrey.
The trip was of about three
hours and as we left the Leeds
airport at 5.30pm, I was eager
to get to our B&B before it
was dark.
Of course we reached the
wiggly, stone-fenced narrow
roads of Cumbria as the sun
set.

Dan took us through Windermere and Ambleside, both
of which were uncharacteristically traffic free.
He kept telling us to turn
right, then left and to travel
another seven hundred metres then turn left on Croft
Maggot Road.
It was at this point that we
started to ‘doubt’ and tempers started to be tested.
“He’s mad! This is totally
ridiculous. He’s still showing
that we’ve still got 40 minutes
of driving. We’re just going
to have to ring them and ask
directions.”
“Just trust him. Look, there’s
a sign leading to Windermere.”
“But we’ve just been through
there 20 minutes ago!”
After another 30 minutes of
silence punctuated by exclamations, profanities and sullen silences, we spied a sign
directing us to Near Sawrey.
This was soon followed by a
Hill Farm sign and then one
for our accommodation.
The next day we discovered
that he was correct. After
leaving Ambleside we had to
go all the way around Lake
Windermere to reach our
accommodation.
The second sign to Windermere was correct as it was a
short cut there, via a ferry. So,
well done, Daniel!
But telling us to go ‘off road’
on the Isle of Skye was unhelpful but oddly accurate.
Apart from the very major
roads, of which there are few,
most roads are designed for a
single vehicle with regular pull
offs to allow for you and an
oncoming car to pass. Which
is OK if you can see.
Day 1 was the perfect day;

blue sky, sunny, 20 degrees
and no wind. Day 2 dawned as
the name Skye means; island
of mists.
“It’ll burn off by 11”, our
host confidently assured us.
It didn’t.
We got lost getting out
of Portree and wondered
where we were when we came
across a sign stating Warning:
children and shop.
Eventually we found a local
lady who gave us directions
for the road to the north but
then added, “Good luck”. In
hindsight, the sign should
have warned against precipitous cliffs, sheep grazing
alongside as well as on the
road and that scenic views
aren’t all that scenic in thick
mist.
Tourists aren’t easily daunted. We ‘did’ the circuit along
with many others.
We knew their pain when we
saw a coach load of tourists
stopped at a scenic viewpoint, with the undaunted
tour leader pointing out what
they might have seen had not
the mist blocked everything
more than three metres in
front of them.
It cleared, in patches, and
Skye was magnificent. Even
with the mist, the island is
spectacular.
The day after tomorrow we
head back to the mainland. By
that time Daniel might have
had sufficient rest and hopefully, he will lead us through
the Highlands, to Edinburgh
and back to Leeds.
If we get back over the
bridge and he still is difficult,
I’ll feed him to Nessie.
ROGER KIBELL

Acupuncture
Warrandyte
Sam Dudgeon
B.Hlth Sc (Acu) Dip RM. TTM. REF,
Member ATMS, AHPRA

Specialising in Restoration of Classic Bikes & Cars

ACUPUNCTURE – HERBAL MEDICINE – TRADITIONAL CUPPING
REMEDIAL MASSAGE – THAI MASSAGE – REFLEXOLOGY – TUINA

Randal Gibson
0416 164 421
randal@relive.net.au

82 Yarra Street 0402 087 693 www.tcmwarrandyte.com

20 Rudolf Crt
Ringwood North
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Build it and the bees will come

ATIVE bees are reappearing around
Warrandyte.
Most spend the
winter within their
brood nests and don’t emerge
until the weather warms. The
combination of blooms at
ground level and a warm day
has sent me running for my
camera.
My first capture is a photo
of a resin bee on a purple
Wax lip Orchid. The bee, like
the orchid, is a marker of the
start of spring. This bee has
no common name but his
scientific name is Megachile
(meaning large lip) ferox, (latin for wild or fierce). In fact,
like most native bees, it is not
at all aggressive to humans
and of course the males have
no sting at all.
Native resin bees are closely
related to leaf-cutter bees,
also Megachile species. Both
have powerful mandibles or
jaws and I find it hard to tell
them apart on flowers or in
photos. One difference is that
the abdomen of the leaf-cutter
is slightly broader and flatter.

Re-emerging: Local resin bees and wildflowers. Photos: Linda Rogan

nature
By LINDA ROGAN

Each type has a different nesting strategy.
The resin bees choose a
narrow, deep hole in wood or
rock and line their brood cells
with resin, then seal the hole
at the exit, also with resin,
sometimes mixing in chewed
leaves. The leaf-cutters, as
mentioned in my March article, line and seal their nests
with circles cut from leaves
from nearby vegetation.
Strangely, rose leaves are one
of their favourites. Megachilid
bees are between half to three
quarters the length of a honey
bee and often plumper.
Some of my earliest bee
photos were of these bees. In
2008 I photographed a group
of male resin bees roosting.
Twelve were roosting together
on a twig in the local bushland
but I haven’t seen this species
there again. Males of many

solitary bees roost at night
and on cool days, apparently
not allowed into the nesting
burrow, but little is known of
the reasons for this behaviour.
In order to observe more of
their behaviour, I am increasing the attractiveness of my
garden to native bees. My
garden has been exceptionally
weedy since the Christmas
flood of 2011 when I lost most
of the native ground flora. I am
doing two things to get more
wildflowers growing in the
garden. First I have cleared
weeds from a small hillock
and have planted flowering
Victorian plants, many of them
indigenous to my area.
A prime bee plant, the Tufted Bluebell, is doing very
well, growing thick enough
to discourage chickweed and
spreading over several metres.
A pink flowered shrub,
Crowea or Waxflower, not local
near Melbourne but common
in north and eastern Victoria,
is also planted on the hillock.
A friend with a native nursery

in Maffra refers to the form
I’m growing as “bee magnet”.
It has a long flowering season
over summer and Autumn.
Other plants include Rock
Isotome, with its blue star
flowers that grows well in
rocky areas of Victoria, Austral Stork’s-bill and Magenta
Stork’s-bill, both Pelagoniums
that flower in summer.
In addition I am growing several species in self watering
pots on our deck where I can
control snails and slugs as well
as weeds. Doing well in these
conditions are Common Billy
Buttons, Grass Trigger-plant,
Blue Pincushion, some daisies
as well as Pelagonium. I have
also tried Rock Isotome in
self-watering pots but I don’t
think it likes wet feet. In order
to provide potential homes for
these large lipped bees in my
garden, I plan to drill narrow,
deep holes in some standing
tree stumps and make clusters of hollow bamboo to
scatter around the wildflower
area hoping that “if I build it,
they will come”.

Buried alive in obfuscation
’VE never phoned a
radio station, but last
Friday I came close.
Red Symons was interviewing an expert about
school reports.
“We want parents to understand that their child is making progress,” he explained.
“A student might score a D
year after year … nevertheless he is progressing, but
there’s probably more that
could be done to help him.
Parents need to know that.”
That sounded reasonable.
What’s the problem? “We
need to find a way to convey
that information to parents,”
the professor concluded.
Huh? Why couldn’t they just
say that? Obfuscation is not
actually compulsory. Yet.
Unfortunately we are so
swamped with fact-twisting
these days that I sometimes
wonder if people have forgotten what “truth” means.
And I’m clearly not the only
one. Saturday’s Age had two
cartoons on that very subject.
The Wizard of Id made fun
of two opposing politicians
interminably interrupting
each other with “facts”. In
Non Sequitur, young Danae
was supposed to have written

a science report. “You can’t
just make up things you want
to believe are true,” reproved
her teacher, “and pass it off
as science.” Why not?” countered Danae. “Lots of adults
make a good living at it.”
I was brought up in an honest household, and a memorable aspect of growing up was
discovering that other people
weren’t necessarily quite like
that. Some memories still
rankle.
Hepatitis raged through our
little school when I was in
Grade 2. Missing two months
of “John and Betty”, threading pink plastic beads onto
dirty elastic and cringing
while left-handed kids were
cracked over the knuckles
with a corrective blackboard
ruler didn’t bother me in the
least. Home was much more
interesting.
While I recuperated my Mum
taught me to knit, and an
exciting world of 3-ply, casting on and off, k1p1, k2 tog,
k1s1psso, rib and moss stitch
opened up. When I returned to
the drudgery of school, I imagined the teacher would be as
excited as I was about my
newfound skill and I couldn’t
wait for Show and Tell. Big

Need help?

Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business
Experienced Technicians

We come to you
Phone 1300 264 552

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

mistake, as it turned out.
“Don’t you lie to me,” admonished Mrs Meal crossly.
“You didn’t knit those things.”
It didn’t occur to me that
there might be grown-ups
who couldn’t read a knitting
pattern. I swallowed hard
and stuck to my guns. “I did
knit them! You can ask my
mother …”
“Give them to me.” She put
the offending garments, a pair
of doll’s nightdresses with a
pretty checked edging, in her
desk drawer. “Now tell the
class that ‘bad girls tell lies’.”
Never had I felt so stunned,
insulted or mortified.
“I’m NOT telling lies!”
“Don’t you argue with me,
young lady. You’ll do as I tell
you. Now!”
I could see her reaching for
the dreaded ruler, so shamefully mumbled the horrid
words.
“Go and stand in the corner. Face the wall! You can
stay there until playtime.
Don’t ever let me catch you

lying again!” It could have
been worse, I supposed. The
teacher in the classroom opposite used to lock kids in the
coat-cupboard.
So when did the world
change? At what point did it
become OK to tell lies? I’m
absolutely fed up with professional liars, slogan peddlers,
obstructive jargon and every
other sort of truth-twisting.
It seems that these days you
can’t get a ticket to govern the
country until you’ve mastered
the art of ‘fact management’.
Worse, most people seem
to think it’s OK. Well I don’t.
I’m outraged. Outraged on
behalf of scientists, whose
work is no longer respected,
and outraged on behalf of our
children and grandchildren,
who will bear the brunt of
Australia’s complacency. So
outraged that I recently joined
30,000 others in last week’s
protest rally in the city. Ha!
Fancy that. Me in a demo!
Even the ancient Romans
recognised that there might
be a fine line between being
articulate and dishonest. Why
else would fleet-footed Mercury combine the tricksy roles
of God of Eloquence, Trade,
Deceit and Thieving?

PILATES

Uniting Church, Cnr Taroona Ave & Westend Rd, Warrandyte

Tuesday & Thursday 6.30pm
Friday 10.30am
Improve posture, balance, flexibility, strength
Improve health, confidence and decrease back pain
Pelvic Floor First Member – Level 2 Pilates Instructor – Personal Trainer
30 yrs Nursing experience – Suitable for All Ages – Mature Adults Welcome
Bookings: Dee 0425 747 819, info@deetermination.com.au
www.deeterminationfitness.com.au

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING
REBECCA VAN DER JAGT
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

ACT GLOBALLY SHOP LOCALLY
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A BIT OF WARRANDYTE
BY THE SEA!
Available again after 2 years
(sorry to all those who have missed it)

WYTALIBA
Mudbrick Cottage
at Aireys Inlet

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.)
& Associates
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment

Phone 9844 3071

NEW WEEKEND HOURS
SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

Set on two acres of bush and
cottage garden it has three bedrooms
(2 queen beds, two singles),
a fully equipped kitchen, open fire,
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk
(3 min drive) to beach, general store
and close to bush walks in the
Angahook State Forest.
Available Jan/Feb and all school
holidays. Minimum 2 night stay.

Phone Karen on 0425 609 789
for bookings and enquiries

Come and meet the Pollies
THE community has a chance
to meet the politicians representing Warrandyte on Thursday, October 23, at 7.15pm
for a 7.30pm start. North
Warrandyte Community Centre. Come along and chat to
Ryan Smith (Liberal Party),
Steven Kent (Labor Party) and
Richard Cranston (Greens).
For more information contact
Warrick Gleeson 0439 347 797.
Check out our comprehensive
coverage of the upcoming
election in the next Diary.

RSL gigs
Tina Fersterer MAPS

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

PORT
DOUGLAS

BEAUTIFUL PORT
“Shout Yourself to a Holiday”
APARTMENT – POOL – RESORT

HOLIDAY BOOKINGS NOW
OPEN FOR 2015
2BR fully self contained 2 min
walk to famous 4 mile beach,
short walk to Macrossan
Street shops and world class
restaurants.
CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY:

0409 359 240

Child and Family
Psychologist in Warrandyte
0404 657 473
Specialising in:
• Assessment & Counselling
• Positive Behaviour Support
• Autism Spectrum Disorders
• ADHD
• Mental Health
• Learning Disabilities
• School funding applications
• Medicare rebates available

Pointon Builders

PTY LTD

CARPENTER &
REGISTERED BUILDER

Call Nick
0419 355 905
Extensions, Renovations,
Decks, Pergolas
and Maintenance
HIA Member for
over 20 years

TELEVISION
FROM ONLY

DIGITAL Televisions,
Stereo Systems, DVDs,
Digital Set Top Box Systems,
New Digital Television
Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

grant mcgregor
0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

love
landscapes

Grand gigs

Commencing 8.30pm. Long
Gone Daddys Band, Friday
October 17. Peter Grant,
Friday October 24. Electric
Intent, Friday October 31,
Threezacrowd, Friday November 7. Also, every Thursday
night from 8pm, Harry Healy
from ‘The Voice’ will be playing in the Public Bar.

Vocal Eisteddfod

The Diamond Valley Vocal Eisteddfod at All Saints Anglican
Church Tuesday November 4.
Five open vocal sections: Aria,
Ballad, Art Song, Musical,
Comedy and Novice. For more
information contact Graham
Ford on 0419 361 487.

Garage sale

A big garage sale will be held
at the Warrandyte Uniting
Church, Taroona Ave, Warrandyte on Saturday October 25
between 9am and 2pm.

Nursery visit

TOM KERKHOF

Servicing the area for 40 years

Live music sessions. Monthly
Bands by the Bridge. Wonderful local band Ruff Kharma playing classic pub rock
covers. Sunday October 26,
4-8pm. Sausage sizzle available from 6pm. BYO food platter welcome. Band donation
appreciated. Inquiries: 9844
3567 after 4pm weekdays. RSL,
113 Brackenbury St (enter
from Mitchell Ave).

Call Scott: 0403 169 727

WARRANDYTE
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS
CALL BRIONY ON 9844 0555

Have you visited your local nursery? Come along on
Thursdays between 9.30am
and 12.30pm, or the first Saturday of each month from
9am-1pm and the first Sunday
of each month from 2-4pm.

out of the inbox
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI

Rankin, president of WarrandyteCAN followed by informal
discussions and an overview
of the last year’s program. Contact Wayne Rankin, 9844 4438.

Publicise your coming events.
Items for Out of the Inbox are
welcome. Include full details
of date, place and time and
post to: Warrandyte Diary,
PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic
3113 or emailed to: briony@
warrandytediary.com.au.

Pre-school AGM

Purchase all your local native
plants from $2.50.

Volunteers

Storytime

Warrandyte Library, Wednesday from 11-11.45am for a
lively program of stories,
songs, rhymes and activities
for children aged 18 months
to five years, their parents or
caregivers.

Cooking classes

Check out all the wonderful
Italian masterclasses being
held at Olivigna during October, November and December.
Children’s and adult classes.
9844 4676 www.olivigna.com.
au or www.facebook.com/olivigna or bea@olivigna.com.au

Design night

H2Pro Plumbing is hosting a
kitchen and bathroom design
night at the Grand Hotel with
Lisa Grounds from Blink Interiors. Wednesday October 15,
6-8pm. Come along and have a
chat with Lisa while having a
drink and canapés. It is a free
event, but registration is necessary on www.h2pro.com.au
or RSVP Tony on 9844 1444.

WNG AGM

Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House AGM. Community and
financial members welcome.
Wednesday October 22 at 2pm
at the Warrandyte Neighbourhood House in the Community
Centre. Contact: 9844 1839.

CAN AGM

WarrandyteCAN AGM Thursday November 6 at 7.30pm
in the upstairs meeting room
at Warrandyte Community
Church, 57 Yarra St, Warrandyte. Delivery by Wayne

Warrandyte & District PreSchool Association Inc. Annual General Meeting to be
held at kinder premises in
Taroona Ave, Warrandyte on
Monday October 20 at 7pm.
All welcome.

Work with a great bunch of
people for three hours a week
(within school hours). The
Information Centre in the Warrandyte Community Centre.
Our service covers tourism,
health, support and social issues. Local groups and courses, legal and tax assistance.
Training provided. Please call
9844 3082 between 10am and
4pm, Monday to Friday for
further information.

Heritage walk

Yarra River Heritage Walk.
Sunday October 19 at 10am.
Hear the facts, myths and
tales of the river’s history
from local historians and the
Yarra Riverkeeper. Contact:
david-carty@dodo.com.au or
0418 967 514.

Alpha course

Explore the meaning of life!
Come along and ask some
challenging questions. This is
a free event. Alpha runs over
10 Wednesday nights, starting
October 8 at 7pm. Commences
with dinner, a short talk and
then discussion. To be held at
St Stephen’s Anglican Church,
5-7 Stiggants St, Warrandyte.
For registrations and more
information contact Maria on
0423 093 967 or ststephenswarrandyte@gmail.com.

Probus club

The Warrandyte Probus Club
is celebrating its 25th anniversary on Monday November
10 from 10am-noon at the
Warrandyte Senior Citizens
Centre in Taroona Ave. Previous members and visitors
welcome. For more details
contact Gloria Holding on
9844 1454. Special Care Nurs-

ery craft group, from Box Hill
Hospital, will display items
made over the last 12 months.

Arthritis

Healthy changes for arthritis.
Take charge of your condition
with an eight week education
and exercise program. Begins Wednesday October 22
at 1-3pm at the Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House. 9844
1839.

CFA info

Fire Ready Victoria ‘musthave’ information for the
upcoming fire season. Thursday October 16 at 7pm at the
Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House 9844 1839

Bushfire planning

Plan to survive this fire season. Receive practical, handson guidance from the CFA to
help you start, improve or
review your plan. Use local
knowledge to prepare for a
range of fire scenarios. Saturday October 25, 10am-1pm.
A free event, but bookings
required 9844 1839

Swap & sale

Toy swap and sale. Pick-up
some bargains or clear out
your cupboards. Bookings required for stall holders. Thursday November 13, 11am-2pm
at Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House. 9844 1839.

artyfacts
Stonehouse

Stonehouse Gallery, Discover
‘One out of the Box’ special exhibition showing from
Noverber 9 till December 25.
Open daily at 103 Yarra St,
Warrandyte.

Monsalvat

Winged Life, an axhibition of
Works on Paper by Denise
Keele-bedford. August 5-November 3 at The Boulevard
at Monsalvat, 7 Hillcrest Ave,
Eltham.

LAM creative collective opens
its doors at the roundabout
IN a space no larger than a
small tool shed, three friends
have gathered a collection of
works and offered them for
sale at the LAM Creative Collective in Yarra Street directly
opposite the Roundabout
Cafe. The official opening took
place on a gorgeous Spring
day earlier this month.
“It’s a place where lovers
of beautiful things are drawn
to,” Andrea Glueck, the “A” in
the collective, told the Diary
with a great sense of pride in
her joint venture. The other
members of the team are
Lou Clark, a florist, and Mark
Whitaker, an artist.
Situated behind the roundabout heading to North Warrandyte and bordered by a
charming café and pottery
studio, the revamped contemporary retail space has
re-emerged with little notice
or much commotion – until
the official opening recently,
that is.
Lou, Andrea and Mark collectively believe that it’s the

“thought that counts” and
there has been a lot of thought
put into the eclectic mix of
flowers, candles, jewellery,
sculptures and art all providing great options for locals
(and visitors) looking for gift
ideas.
“We focus on craftsmanship
and quality. Everything is displayed neatly but informally

to entice customers to interact with the merchandise and
engage all their senses in the
tactile, visual and aromatic experience that shopping should
be,” Andrea said.
The trio of creative talents
say they are conscious that
Warrandyte moves at a slightly slower pace and is surrounded by nature and “what

happens outside must have
an effect on what happens inside one’s home and personal
space”.
“Everything we stock has
an expression of someone’s
skill, time and creativity. They
believe that to purchase an
object that carries the experience of the person who made
it and designed it and can not
compare with an object produced en masse in a factory,”
Andrea said.
“A visit to the collective is
a perfect complement to a
stroll along the Yarra River
and coffee at the Roundabout
café. We also feature ceramic
wear, beautiful prints, hand
made bags, dainty butterflies, dreamy florals; it’s an
ever evolving virtual treasure
trove of inspiring objects and
people.”
LAM Creative Collective is
open Thursday to Sunday
from 10am to 5pm at 230-232
Yarra St, Warrandyte.
Photo: Aurélie Desombre
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Warrandyte
Kinder
rewarded
Pictures: Scott Podmore

ACPS arts festival

ANDERSON’S Creek Primary
School’s most creative students
were hard at work last term when
they were involved in presenting
visual and performing arts displays.
Children spent about an hour
each week for nine weeks developing their visual art displays
with the classroom teacher or art
teacher Mrs Zanatta or Miss Allen.
In addition, all children were
involved in singing and dance
routines that were rehearsed as
part of the music program with
Mrs Emily McKenzie.
The culmination of a term’s
work was displayed in several
classrooms around the school
along with three public performances in the school’s Performing
Arts Theatre.
There were two evening and one
matinee performances that hundreds of people attended. There
was a variety of performance presentations with children involved
in Greek dancing, Italian singing,
instrumental music, cheer leading
display, hip hop dance routines,

dances from favourite musicals
and melodramas from popular
story books.
The success of the event was
characterised by the collective
work of the students, teachers and
parents over the term.
“Special acknowledgement goes
out to Emily McKenzie, Linda
Zanatta and Jude Allen for their
leadership and direction leading
up to and during this special
whole school event,” principal
Trevor Gibbs said.
In other school news, as part
of Anderson’s Creek Primary
School’s focus on creating closer
links with Warrandyte and surrounding communities, produce
has been harvested from its vegetable patches by the students.
These fresh vegetables are then
being donated to Doncare to distribute to needy families in the
community.
“A big thank you to Megan
Goodman for her work with our
children in giving something back
to those in need in our community,” principal Trevor Gibbs said.

WARRANDYTE Kindergarten has
recently been rewarded for its commitment to children and families in
Warrandyte and surrounding suburbs by receiving an overall rating
that exceeds the National Quality
Standard (NQS).
The kindergarten, which recently
changed its name from Warrandyte
& District Preschool to Warrandyte
Kindergarten, has been operating
in Warrandyte for 70 years and is
proud of its reputation within the
community. The committee says it is
also thrilled with the recent national
assessment outcome as it recognises
the kindergarten for its wide range of
outstanding practices and programs
that aim to improve outcomes for all
children and families.
The kinder has “a wonderful excursion/incursion enrichment program”, according to the teachers,
which includes a trip to the ballet,
a visit from Murrindindi, and the
Australian Wildlife Lectures and an
excursion to Edendale Farm.  
The kinder is planning an exciting
new edition to its outdoor play space
with the instalment of a bike track.

WHS students
on a mission
By LUCIE ROYAL

WPS returns to
school spectacular
WARRANDYTE Primary School was
thrilled to again be a part of the
Victorian State School Spectacular
this year.
The annual event brings together
thousands of government school
students from Prep to Year 12.
“Our children love working as a
team, spending time focusing on a
common goal and then reaping the
rewards when it comes to crunch
time at the show,” principal Gill
Binger said.
The students get to meet others
from neighbouring schools and make
friends throughout the year. They
also really enjoy overcoming their
fears about performing.
Last year the school performed in
the mass dance but this year it is
the mass choir. Music teacher Kirsty
Teamwork: Kasey helps Jack negotiate his way through the tunnel at WPS. Wolters has encouraged the students

throughout the term, planning extra
practice times before and during
school.
“I love going to watch the children
perform. You get the opportunity to
witness first-hand the amazing talent
that government school children
possess,” principal Gill Binger said.
In other news, Year 5 students have
been working with the preschool
children helping them understand
what school is all about during Story
Time sessions.
“School can be a bit daunting for
these little people,” Principal Binger
said.
“Story Time allows the three and
four year olds to experience schoollike activities.
“It also provides an opportunity for
our older students to develop their
leadership skills.”

NEXT month 19 Year 10 and 11 students from Warrandyte High School
are travelling to Malaysia and Borneo
for World Challenge for a monthlong adventure that will give them
the chance to experience a different
culture while helping out in local
communities.
“We will be helping with a community project in a local village, Kelabit
Highlands (Borneo)” Taylor Padfield
told the Diary. “Trekking and immersing ourselves in the local culture.”
The Diary’s very own Brianna
Piazza went to Borneo with World
Challenge when she was in high
school in 2007 and says the trip gave
her the ‘travel bug’.
During her expedition she trekked
through the jungle, undertook some
volunteer work in a local village and
visited orangutans.
“I found my trip to Borneo was
quite challenging in a lot of different
ways but I think the biggest impact
it had on me was that it gave me a
greater sense of what the world really looks like outside of Australia,”
she said.
“It opened up my eyes to some of
the issues in developing countries
and in many ways it influenced where
I want to go with my career. It was
fantastic and despite some concerns
parents might have, backpacking
across Asia is probably the best thing
for your kids when they’re 16 and
have little or no world experience.
I really hope the students gain as
much out of the experience as I did.”
Over the past few months the
students have been working hard
to raise money for their trip, setting
up a stall at the market where they
sold home-baked foods and they also
held a sausage sizzle at Quinton’s
IGA. The funds raised as a group will
go towards providing assistance in
the community project as well as
purchasing items such as sports
equipment, school stationary and
toys for the people in the village.
Donations are encouraged and
for more information about World
Challenge visit www.worldchallenge.
com.au
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A dog’s dinner and some battered type
HE late Lee Tindale did
more to hold the Diar y
together during its most
difficult years than anyone
else.
Local resident Peter Lovett offered
to help me produce the paper at
about the fourth issue of the little
monthly newsletter – as it was then.
Lee and Peter both worked in The
Herald building in Flinders Street. Lee
shifted to Warrandyte and he and
Peter travelled together on the same
Warrandyte bus. Peter constantly
badgered Lee to join the Diary ‘team’.
For months Lee resisted, until
finally he turned up, with Peter, at
my A-frame studio at the rear of our
house: an historic moment in the
ongoing saga of the little paper.
Peter had helped me transform the
newsletter into a ‘real’ newspaper
by this time. Lee immediately began
writing his iconic (and ironic) gossip
column, ‘In Red and White by Smokey
Joe’; he also started contributing
sports stories.
I had founded the paper about four

years before this time and since I had
no intention of turning it into a lifetime project (ha-ha!) I began to pull
back, intent on leaving the task to
this pair of professional journalists.
But then Peter wanted ‘out’, and
suddenly Lee was left – with the lot!
The paper failed to appear for a
couple of months, and faced with the
disappearance of their beloved Diary, the community rallied. A public
meeting was called. Both Peter and
Lee attended, I kept well out of the
way. The organisers called for volunteers to edit the paper. (Legend has it
that big Peter sat beside Lee, pushed
up his hand and held it there!)
Two locals stepped into the breech
and volunteered: Judy McDonald and

Jan Vagg. Judy had been contributing
to the paper for some months –
mainly humorous domestic pieces.
Jan was a total beginner. Lee agreed
to assist with ‘technical help on a
temporary basis’.
Soon Jan and Judy were turning
out first-class news stories, tackling

sometimes controversial local issues
with courage and flare. Lee was
always there, advising on layout,
covering sports and continuing his
wonderful column as Smokey Joe,
ably assisted by wife Jan.
The ‘close shave’ the paper had
experienced inspired other locals to
volunteer for behind-the-scene roles
and soon such tasks as distribution,
advertising sales and accounts were
all in competent and eager hands; a
real collective.
Ultimately, after several years
of sterling service, Jan and Judy
moved on. Following another standin period by Lee, Ken Virtue stepped
up, to become the latest of Lee’s
‘apprentices’.
By this time the paper was being
printed by Wally Cornhill in his workshop in Research Road. Production
in those pre-computer days involved
a complicated trail of hard copy,
layouts, proofs and illustrations
wending their way, back and forth
between homes and letterboxes,
advertisers and typesetters, all over

Warrandyte, North Warrandyte and
far beyond.
One night Ken Virtue’s dog demolished a parcel of copy and galley
proofs left under a rock outside Ken’s
house: all the news that’s fit to eat…
Late one night we awoke to hear
the phone ringing.
“It’s Wal Cornhill. I’ve dropped
several pages of the Diary and the
type and blocks are all over the
floor! You’ll have to come and help
me sort it out!”
“Sorry, Wal, I replied, “I’m well out
of it. Ring someone else.”
“You served your apprenticeship as
a compositor, didn’t you?”
“Yes…”
“Then get over here!”
We worked into the small hours.
It was probably one of Lee’s more
complicated layouts. The resulting
issue was somewhat beaten up, with
scratched blocks, damaged type,
battered headlines and a few oddly
transposed paragraphs. But it came
out on time and no one complained.
Not even Lee.

Time to think about the real costs
By LAUREN MUELLER

IT has taken billions of years for the
earth to get to this point. It doesn’t
even take one generation to destroy
it. A finite planet cannot support a
linear production system. A system
created by corporations and governments that is fed and supported by us.
We have so much reusable “waste”
and a great deal of renewable resources such as plantations and wind
farms, so surely we shouldn’t still be
logging old growth forests or limiting
the lives of others less privileged
just so we can buy another pair of
cheap jeans? Why do we demand
the latest fashion every month and
a flatter screen every year? Would
we still want these things if we knew
their journey?
From ripping the keystone out
of habitats and placing it into the
greedy hands of the corporations,
who often “employ” some desperate
children to risk their wellbeing making it into products which end up in

our stores. We then buy it, use it for
a year or two and then dispose of it.
It’s not totally our fault for demanding these things; planned and
perceived obsolescence is the tricky
way for corporations to get into our
subconscious and keep us buying
their latest products.
Could it be we simply have to stop
falling for the ploys of the corporations? Just because we may not
have the newest smart phone or the
fastest car doesn’t mean we are out
of date or “uncool”.
There are so many alternatives in
life. Do we really need brand new
products every time we want something? There is probably a perfectly

good second-hand version of what
you want in an op shop or online.
Warrandyte has two fantastic op
shops run by the Lions and Rotary
Clubs. Then there’s the Warrandyte
Secondhand Page on Facebook.
There are also many charities such
as Oxfam, which sell many beautiful
gifts and delicious foods. Or next
time you feel like shopping for fun,
do something else instead: the
temporary fix of shopping can often
leave you less satisfied, whereas
getting outdoors will give your mind
fresh air and promote a positive and
motivated outlook. Henry David
Thoreau said: “It is preoccupation
with possessions, more than anything
else that prevents us from living freely
and nobly.”
Warrandyte has so many nice
walking tracks down by the river and
through the state park. Think about
what you really care about. Next time
you look at a price tag, consider what
the cost really is.

Don’t mention the F word…
It was her old face I noticed.
This once pretty waitress, about nineteen
Peculiarly lined for one so young
Wrinkles carved across her forehead
Lines etched from nose to chin
Old lady lines

What is she thinking
As she serves all this food?
The smell of bacon, garlic, warm bread
Hammering on that craving stomach which all day
Has only had three spoons of no-fat yoghurt.
She doesn’t notice the aromas, abhors the F word.

Worse when she smiled
Skin stretched so tight it could crack
Like the wizened masks of
Tiny babies with old men’s faces
Africa, India…
Starvation masks

Spidery stick insect in her sad stripy apron,
Proudly displaying
That malnourished body,
Not swathed in sarongs, saris.
But accentuated, oblivious
by tight stretch black .

Her body explains it
Impossibly frail, chop-stick arms
Legs so thin that her spindly thighs
Are the same size as her calves.
Encased in thick black tights
On this hot Perth day

And it’s not Africa and famine
But affluent Australia, self-inflicted
and delusional:
Look at me, I’m beautiful.
I have control, mastery of this body.
Almost succeeded,—,nearly not here.

KAREN THROSSELL
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Eric and Marian Houghton

Red & White in Eric’s blood
Words and main picture
BILL MCAULEY

HEN Eric Houghton
was being born, the
doctor who delivered
him was wearing red
and white football
socks. That might explain Eric’s
successful career as a footballer and
his unabashed love of our river town.
His doctor, Ethel Osborne, also
lived in Warrandyte and delivered
Eric at the Royal Woman’s Hospital
in 1933. She was a huge supporter
of the Warrandyte Football Club and
the maternity ward wasn’t heated in
those days, so that explains the red
and white footy socks.
Baby Eric was the newest member
of the Houghton family who can trace
their ancestry all the way back to the
gold rush era of the 1850s.
“I loved growing up here. I loved the
wildflowers, the river and the girls,”
says Eric with a grin.
He attended Warrandyte Primary
School and can remember his classmate Roy Wagner bringing a bag
of watermelons to school from his
father’s Pound Bend orchard.
“We used to sit in the shelter shed
staring at the bag and waiting for Roy
to share the treasure around. Then
we gorged ourselves on the ripe
melons,” Eric says. His classmates
at school number 12 included Judith Nankivell, Audrey Walsh, Peter
Upwood, Roy Haslem and Kenny
Donald.
When Eric was a kid, some other
youngsters talked him into pinching
some apples from old Sam McAuley’s
orchard (my grandfather). Eric snuck
into the apple grove and performed
the deed but he had an uneasy feeling that old Sam might have seen
him. Later that day, Eric’s mother
sent him up to the Trezise Street

orchard to buy a lettuce for dinner.
“I felt guilty as hell,” Eric says. “And
when old Sam handed me the lettuce
he looked me straight in the eye and
said, ‘Here’s a really nice lettuce for
you young Eric, because you’ve been
such a good boy’.
“Well, I was suitably shamed, and
that was the end of my thieving career right there and then,” Eric points
out with a twinkle in his eye.
When Eric was nine his parents
moved away but that didn’t stop
him coming back most weekends to
visit his grandparents. It was only
a matter of time before Eric would
move back to live in the place he
loved, even though it would be over
30 years later.
Eric married the love of his life
Marian in 1959 and they lived in Park
Orchards until moving to Warrandyte
in 1972 after they had bought The
Coffee Bean Restaurant. Eric built
an A-frame house at the back of the
restaurant for them to live in.
“It was a hectic but rewarding life
running the Coffee Bean,” Marian
says. “Our very first customers were

the Vizard family with their four
children, Steve, Andrew, Jenny and
Fiona.”
Eric chips in: “There were some
funny times too.”
He explained one Sunday they
were having the best day ever and
the money was piling up, by late
afternoon they had taken over
$900. Suddenly two tough looking
bikies appeared at the window and
Eric thought they were going to be
robbed for sure.
“I reached under the counter and
put my hand on the baseball bat I
kept there,” Eric says, who is a man
not known for taking a backward
step. “I was ready to defend our
money.” But that was until one of
the bikies said, “Er, can you tell us
the way to Eltham mate?”
Eric was so relieved he invited the
tough guys in and gave them a free
Devonshire tea.
“Which they loved,” Eric says with
a laugh. “Complete with raspberry
jam and lashings of cream.”
One month later they were having the worst day ever, hardly any

customers all day. At 4.30pm they
thought all was lost and they sent
the staff home. Suddenly the same
two bikies appeared and then the
whole bikie gang came in behind
them and more than 30 bikers sat
down to a feast of scones, jam and
cream. A gang of happy paying
customers dressed in their leathers
saved the day for The Coffee Bean
on that Sunday.
Another time there was a very
raucous crowd at a function where
they had been drinking too much
and getting slightly out of control.
Marian looked out the back window
and noticed there was another crowd
of about 15 youths coming through
the back gate.
Marian had said, “God help us if
these two crowds join up, we will
lose control completely.”
Wearing a dressing gown and no
makeup, Marian grabbed their old
air rifle and stormed out the back
door to confront the intruders. She
shouted out in the gruffest voice she
could muster: “Stop right now or I’ll
shoot you.”
The intruders quickly dissipated
into the inky blackness completely
believing her threat.
“Funny thing was the gun barrel
was bent and wouldn’t have fired
anyway,” she says with a cheeky grin.
One day a customer with a rough
sounding voice rang to book the venue. He said he was from Broadmeadows and told the couple to expect a
crowd of 70 people. Eric quickly got
the staff together and warned them
about a rough and tough crowd coming from the western suburbs. The
Coffee Bean crew went on full alert
and began to prepare for a night of
heavy drinking and rioting.
“But we were wrong, they were a
Welsh Choir from Broadmeadows
and they were perfectly behaved,”
Eric says.
“At one wedding the bride’s father had inappropriately booked a
stripper to perform and the band
walked out because she wasn’t in

the musician’s union. We then had a
wedding without any music,” Marian
says, remembering back.
“We spent 15 priceless years at The
Coffee Bean and made some great
friends from Apex, the Lions and
the Bulleen Baptists. They were all
wonderful people.”
Eric was a very talented footballer.
He played VFA football for Box Hill
and during some interleague games
he played against Ted Whitten and
Polly Farmer from the VFL. Eric was
picked to play for St Kilda but Box
Hill wouldn’t give him a clearance.
Later, Eric coached East Burwood to
a premiership.
Eric was involved with the Warrandyte junior teams for 10 years acting
as coach and team manager. Marian
did her share, too, one Sunday morning she washed the boys’ muddy
football jumpers and put the white
umpires gear into the wash too. The
next week the umpires were dressed
in a lovely pink after the red had run
out of the boys’ jumpers. The league
wasn’t impressed with the fashion
statement and fined Eric for sporting
the “pink gear”.
Eric and Marian had only one
daughter, Milissa, who joined the
WAA and did dancing and drama
with Yvonne Reid. Marian jumped
in right behind her and supported
Yvonne and Milissa by becoming
stage manager. Unfortunately Milissa
passed away in 1998 when she was
only 31 years of age.
In the early 1990s Eric spent four
years building their large and impressive home in Brackenbury Street.
“He built it all himself, brick by
brick,” says Marian proudly. Recently
the house was sold and the couple
will be moving to a brand new home
in Numurkah.
The community will miss the good
humored and vibrant couple and
we at the Diary certainly wish them
well. Good luck, Eric and Marian,
with your new life and new home at
Numurkah and thanks for being such
great contributors to our culture.
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A day out at the garden
ITTINGLY on a lovely Spring
day, Bev and John Hanson
opened their beautiful native garden to the public
under the Open Garden
Scheme for the last time. Sadly, the
Open Garden Scheme has had to
cease as it is no longer financially
viable due to costs involved in the
organising of, advertising for, and not
least of all public liability.
A Probus group visited the Hanson
garden last week, so hopefully there
will be other opportunities in coming
years to still see the garden.
About 400 people attended the
open garden. Anne Latreille, author
of Garden Voices attended and was
selling autographed copies of her
book. Of the almost $3,000 taken on
the weekend, two thirds went back to
the Open Garden Scheme organisers
and Bev and John donated the last
third to the asylum seekers cause.
Bev said it is a great deal of work
and they have many volunteers helping, but it was “always a joy”. They
have always had a very respectful
public visiting their garden and are
thanked often, both personally and
in writing.
BRIONY BOTTARELLI

Photos: Stephen Reynolds

Post-fire recovery project a great success
S a result of the Warrandyte fire on February 9
earlier this year, Conservation Volunteers Australia in conjunction with the
Warrandyte Community Bank organized a second working bee recently
to assist residents in re-vegetation
activities to restore the local habitat
and flourishing biodiversity.
Much of the area worked on was
characterized by open forested
country, with an understory of native
grasses, creepers, orchids and other
wildflowers.
The efforts of 20 volunteers (who
included students, backpackers,
regulars and four from Warrandyte)
focused on invasive weed removal of
boneseed and pittosporum to assist
in ensuring native species thrive.
The volunteers also planted indigenous species along the banks of the
creek-bed in the valley to support
the tree planting effort commenced
in August.
Resident Ian McMillan said an earlier working bee was a “great community and post fire healing event and a
credit to everyone involved”.
“We planted a forest of 470 plants
and spread a mountain of mulch, all
160m3 of it.”

Photos: Stephen Reynolds
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Redbacks score perfect 10

Ask
Mark
Health & fitness advice

By CHRIS WILLIAMS

WARRANDYTE Redbacks had 17
teams participate in grand finals for
the Saturday domestic competition
with 10 coming away with grand final
victories in a fantastic effort by the
club’s youngsters.
Half of the wins came in the U13
Boys division in which each team in
the age group that reached the big
day managed to come out on top. In
an impressive showing, all five U13
Boys teams brought home winning
medals making them the strongest
age group for the season. Congratulations to the U13 WR2 Boys, WR4
Boys, WR6 Boys, WR7 Boys and WR
8 Boys.
The WR6 and WR7 Boys had more
than winning a grand final in common
- they also shared the same coach. Jo
Larkin coached both teams throughout the season and dedicated her
time and efforts into getting the best
out of both teams who in the end
were very successful. In testing out
the nerves of the coach, Larkin had
to cope with some tense moments as
both her teams won the grand final
by just one point.
“The feeling of winning both teams
grand finals by one point was a mixture of excitement, relief and total
pride in how the boys fought right
till the final siren,” Jo told the Diary.
“Winning was a fantastic reward for
their hard work throughout the season. I am unbelievably proud of the
two teams and their premierships
but if they had lost I still would of
been just as proud! They listen and
are eager to learn.”
Larkin was not the only person to
coach two teams this season.
The U9 WR4 Girls (pictured) and
U11 WR1 Girls were coached by Mark
Whiting and both made grand finals.
Unfortunately the U11 Girls couldn’t
get the win, however the U9 Girls
pulled off a great victory.
In a hard fought game, the U9 Girls
put in the required effort from start
to finish to seal the win.
Aimee Whiting-Le Cras had a strong
game and played some stellar defense to lead her team to victory.
Her performance was backed up by
Tiannah Smith and Darcie Birkett
who both showed off their superb
dribbling and passing skills.

Coach Whiting was very focused
this season on making sure his girls
improve on their skills.
“My main focus this season was for
the girls to enjoy the game of basketball, have fun in all games, play
a team game and all be able to say
at the end of the season ‘I can now
do something new or do something
better’,” the coach said.
“Every team player contributed
through the season and earnt their
place in the final. It was a privilege
to coach two groups of girls who
listened to what I had to say, tried
their hardest and played as a team
and not as individuals. Even when
losing, they never gave up and
walked off the court still smiling and

having a laugh.”
In the end it was a successful weekend of basketball for the Redbacks
and congratulations to the U9 WR2
Boys, U11 WR3 Girls, U17 WR2 Boys
and the U19 WR1 Boys who also won
their grand finals.

Grinners: The Boys 9 were winners.

FINISHING top of their respective
ladders and with semi final wins on
the previous Saturday, the Warrandyte Boys Section 9 and Section 13
teams won the rights to a home final
at Taroona Avenue last month.
Despite the perfect weather, a
sizeable crowd of supporters on the
balcony, some excellent tennis and
protracted rallies, at the end of play
unfortunately it was to be a mixed
result for Warrandyte. The Boys 9
team prevailed over Koonung Park
by 5 Sets to 3, 46 games to 32, but
Boys 13 went down to Parkwood 3
sets to 5, 31 games to 39.
“Finals are always close and so
much comes down to form on the
day. Win or lose, finals or otherwise,
it is great to see Junior tennis alive
and well at the club. I am proud of all
my players,” Juniors convenor Tony

Honeyborne said.
On the same day the WTC Junior
Development Competition (JDC)
Team also won the premiership.
This is the youngest team to ever
win a flag for WTC. The team finished
second on the ladder by half a point
and lost in the final regular season
match to their opponent by two
games. So the final was always going
to be close.
The boys lost the first set 6-2 but
held their composure to win the final
two sets 5-3. The match was even on
games but WTC prevailed on sets.
Most games came down to “sudden
death” so the spectators were on the
edge of their seats the whole match.
Finals MVP was Jordyn who won
both his sets.
Not to be outdone by their junior
counterparts, the Men’s Section 2

Stay hydrated
in the spring
and summer
Mark, just how important is drinking water
before, during and after
exercise? Some say you
should drink 7 litres a
day but I also work out 4
times a week at Jetts at the Pines?

Bollands runner-up
LATE last month Eleanor Bollands
received the runners up award in the
Girls Got Game 2014 program.
The Girls Got Game program aims
at increasing the awareness of the
participation of women and girls
in basketball in Victoria, while also
providing opportunities for associations to promote women and girls
basketball in Victoria.

Bollands, who was a part of the
12.1 Girls Venom grand final win, was
lucky enough to meet WNBL Melbourne Boomers star Tess Madgen
and also received a limited edition
Spain 2014 World Cup basketball
on a day she will not be forgetting
anytime soon.
The Diary would like to thank
Chris Williams for his excellent
coverage of the Warrandyte basketball scene over the past 12
months. Chris has taken up an
opportunity to pursue his basketball coaching opportunities with
the Hawthorn Magic Basketball
Club and we wish him all the
best.

Mixed results for our tennis juniors

Little Aths is up and running
By ED MUNKS

THE first weekend in October saw
the Little Aths season kick off in
great Spring weather with the East
Doncaster club again proving to be
strong contender for the Doncaster
Barry Phillips’ Shield which is won
by the club with the best aggregate
performance of all athletes in all the
age groups over the season.
Warrandyte’s Under 16 athlete Emily Sharpe has been training strongly
during the lead up to the season
opener and has been in great form
in between seasons where she competed at the Eastern Inter-Schools
Melbourne Athletics Championships
at the home of athletics, the magnificent Lakeside Stadium.
Running for Luther College, Emily
ran in the Under 15s 400m, 800m and
1500m and ran away with three gold

medals. She then progressed to the
championship carnival competing
against all the schools in the highly
competitive Eastern region and again
came first in all three events.
During those competitions Emily
also managed to compete in the winter cross country season where she
came first in her 3km race at Ruffey
Lake Park.
Luther also won the school trophy
for athletics and cross-country,
helped in no small part by Emily’s.
Anyone interested in having a try
out or to register any time during
the season is welcome to visit the
East Doncaster Little Athletics at the
Tom Kelly Track, Rieshiecks Reserve,
George St, Doncaster. Ope to children
of all abilities aged 5 to 16. Visit www.
doncasterlac.org.au or contact Margaret Kelly on 0447 693 561.

team also won the flag and included
Stuart Langridge, Matt Cook, Tristan
Jackson, Michael Ashfield and Andrew Barrett.
Meanwhile, earlier in the year it was
first season success for the newly
formed Wednesday evening ladies
team at the Warrandyte Tennis Club,
taking out the Autumn Diamond Valley Section 2 flag in June.
After some fairly comfortable wins
during the season which saw them
finish top of the ladder, the team had
to dig deep during the Grand Final to
see off very spirited and determined
opposition from the Panton Hill
ladies in a come-from-behind 4 sets,
27 games to 2, 19 games win.
Where to from here? The team will
be back next season but will have to
shift their tennis to another level in
Section One!

Wazza trio turn it on at futsal nationals

THREE Warrandyte Primary School students, William Dean, William
Drummond and Tim Fenton, were part of the Victoria Metro Futsal team
late last month at the national school Futsal championships held in
Bendigo. Futsal is fast-paced, intense form of indoor soccer played on
a basketball court with five a side. Vic Metro won the semi final against
Queensland 6-1 but then lost to Newcastle in the final 3-0.

Good nutrition and hydration are essential to
help you perform at your
best when exercising.
For anyone who will be
exercising for an extended period,
it is important to plan what you eat
and drink before, during and after
exercise.
It’s especially important for
anyone involved in sport where
optimal nutrition and hydration
can make a significant difference to
your performance. For anyone exercising at a more moderate level, a
healthy diet that includes plenty of
fruit, vegetables and water will usually be enough.
The body’s
main sources of
fuel during exercise are fat and
carbohydrate,
and the one you
need to focus on
is carbohydrate.
That’s because
we all have ample
stores of fat to
undertake even the longest bouts
of exercise (unless in a state of
starvation). However, our carbohydrate stores (in the form of muscle
glycogen) are more limited and
can become significantly depleted
during vigorous exercise for 90
minutes or moderate exercise any
longer (eg several hours).
Carbohydrate stores can also
become depleted over the course
of several exercise sessions, if not
replenished through appropriate
nutrition between times. Depleted
muscle glycogen will impair your
ability to exercise, limiting how fast
you can run, cycle or swim. That’s
obvious, for example, in some people at the end of a marathon when
their muscles have become depleted of glycogen and they struggle
to maintain a speed faster than a
slow jog.
Maintaining your body in a fully
hydrated state is important for
both your health and performance
when exercising. If you are dehydrated you will have a reduced
blood volume and less fluid available to form sweat. Dehydration
will reduce your capacity to deliver
oxygen to your muscles and your
ability to prevent your body from
overheating, both of which will adversely affect your performance. So
it’s important to be fully hydrated
when you start exercising, and to
maintain a regular intake of fluids
while exercising to prevent dehydration.
Ask Mark is sponsored by Jetts
The Pines. Come and see us now
for no joining fee until October
31. For more visit jetts.com.au/
clubs/doncastereast or find us
on Facebook. Send your questions to info@warrandytediary.
com.au with ASK MARK in the
subject line.

THE PINES
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Vet Bloods full of beans

By RYAN HOIBERG

WITH increased numbers last year
and tremendous onfield success,
veterans cricket is alive and well at
Warrandyte Cricket Club.
This season the Bloods will again
field four veterans cricket teams in
the Over 60s, Over 50s and two in
the Over 40s.
Sean “Smithy” Smith will again
captain the 40-1s and Peter Baird
and Dave Molyneux will take over
the reins in the 40-2s. Last season’s
premiership winning captain Rod
Dungan will again lead the 50s and
the evergreen John Chapman will
marshal the troops in the 60s.
Games are played fortnightly on
Sundays and are always played with
great spirit as vets cricket is all about
participation and camaraderie.
Skipper Smith says he is looking
forward to another year at the helm
and when questioned about the
upcoming season he laid down the
following mission: “Our objective
is to provide more opportunities
to play cricket regardless of age or
ability and to ensure that we create
a really enjoyable environment for
players and families and have a lot

of fun along the way.”
To coincide with the regular season, the club will also host the “veterans versus young guns” grudge
match in November, where some of

our up and coming talent from the
Juniors take on the old boys from
the Vets. In December, Vets Twilight
T20 comes to town when the 40s will
take on the 50s for bragging rights.

The club is always looking for new
members, so if you’d like a game
please contact the WCC Vets coordinator John Ryan on 0479 007 464 or
email veterans@warrandytecc.com

Hawks out to replicate footy namesakes
By FRANS BROUWER

THE AFL Hawks have just gone
back-to-back and while that was
happening, the South Warrandyte
Hawks were quietly preparing for
cricket season 2014/15 and were
able to announce some significant
recruiting coups.
Two former players have returned
after a couple of seasons at Premier
Grade clubs – Nathan Willoughby,
who played for Hawthorn-Monash
Uni, and Steve Garrett, who was with
Richmond. Steve was coaxed back
for another stint as playing coach
and has brought with him Jarrad
Loughman, one of Cricket Victoria’s
top development coaches.

Jarrad has overseen dramatic
improvement in fielding that should
help to improve our win/loss ratio in
close games.
Another player to arrive is wicketkeeper/batsman Sean Humphrey
from Croydon Ranges.
The club rather ambitiously went
for six senior teams this season and
forfeited its Sixth XI in the very first
round. However, it remains confident
numbers will increase as players
return from school holidays, injury
and VCE studies.
This, of course, provides opportunities for prospective new players
of any standard to come to training
and challenge this correspondent

(the go-to player each week when all
else fails) for the last selection spot.  
The Juniors are thriving under new
Junior co-ordinator Matt Fasan, with
standalone U16-1, U14-2, U12 and
U10 teams.
This season we have changed
from Milo Cricket toT20 Big Blast, in
which the youngsters play modified
games of T20 cricket under a Cricket
Victoria qualified co-ordinator. The
season runs on Wednesdays from
November 12 for nine weeks (five
before Christmas and four after) at
East Ringwood Reserve between
5pm and 6.30pm.
To register visit T20bigblast.com.
au, enter your postcode into the Reg-

ister Now section and select South
Warrandyte Cricket Club.
This season there is one Over 40
Veterans side plus the Over 50s. Several O40s could no longer resist
moving into O50s.
Others have gone back into Seniors
and will provide support to the 16
to 23 year olds coming through,
imparting wisdom to match youthful
exuberance.
The club is confident of success on
and off field after the sustained effort
put in by coaching staff, players,
parents, supporters and committee
almost since the Annual General
Meeting in May.
Now to emulate those other Hawks!

Personal
best lands
Breanna a
sweet victory
By SCOTT PODMORE

WARRANDYTE’S Breanna Large
has won the women’s javelin at
the University Games in Sydney.
Representing RMIT where she
is studying both social work and
psychology, she won with a personal best thorw of 43.51m in
windy weather. The runner-up
threw 43.15m.
Breanna was thrilled with the result, especially given it’s only the
start of the athletics season and
she has put in a winter season of
hard work by training twice daily
along with university studies and
her job with Interchange.
The result is particularly sweet
after her last competitive meet in
March when she came eighth in
the Australian Athletics Championships. At the time she was hindered by injuries and illness so it
was a frustrating end to the track
and field season.
“She has been throwing since
the age of 12 when she was first
introduced to the event by Alan
Watson in Little Athletics,” her
proud mum Dee Sheffrin told the
Diary.
Breanna is a popular member of
the Doncaster Athletics Club having been captain and enjoys her
current role as social secretary.
Since training with throws coach
Ian Simmonds in Essendon for 12
months she has shown gradual
improvement but has had to learn
a completely new technique. Her
training consists of track work,
resistance training, plyometric
training, pilates and javelin technique work.

DIARY
ADVERTISING
WORKS
CALL BRIONY 9844 0555
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Hookey voted top Blood
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

WITH the dust settling after the
Warrandyte Football Club’s seniors
and reserves missing out on a flag
this year, the season proper was
wrapped up for the Bloods with
the completion of the club’s annual
presentation night.
Held at the Warrandyte Reserve
facilities in front of more than 180
people, the night provided an opportunity for all to reflect on what was
an immensely exciting year.
Moreover, the occasion gave the
opportunity to recognise and reward
the efforts of individual players who
displayed consistent excellence
throughout the course of the season.
The Bloods saw many players raise
the bar this year, perhaps none more
so then tireless running player Tim
Hookey who capped off a stellar year
by taking the senior best and fairest.
Although he missed the final three
games of the year, Tim’s explosive
run and carry off the half back line
was crucial to the team’s first finals
run in three years, and his contributions were subsequently rewarded
by the voters, including coach Michael Tout.
“Tim can play small or tall and was
never beaten by his opponent all
year,” Tout reflected.
Trailing by just one vote to finish
in second place was 100-goal full forward Luke Dunn who showed all the
attributes of a lead up target man to
spearhead the Bloods’ potent attack.
In addition to his runners-up,
Dunn snagged the John O’Brien
Club Champion award, decided by a
combination of best and fairest and
player votes.
Veteran Todd Holman rounded out
the top three after another year of
ever-reliable service to the football
club.
In the Reserves count, club favourite and retiring player Ben
Taylor took the plaudits after year
of dominating performances. He
was awarded the best and fairest in
front of teammates Jake Bentley and
Nick Prelorenzo, leaving the club on
a high note after years of sterling
performances in the red and white.
The club’s future also looks to be in
a healthy state with the abundance
of quality young talent on display for
the Under 19s outfit. At the forefront
of this in 2014 was Brayden Pynt,
who was rewarded with best and
fairest in Under 19’s count.
Just behind him were Scott Ternes
and Sid Phillip-Owen to take second
and third respectively, with all three
sure to give reappointed senior
coach Tout plenty in the bank at the

Junior
Bloods on
the hunt for
coaches

Top Bloods: Warrandyte
Football Club’s senior best
and fairest Tim Hookey
(right) and leading goal
kicker Luke Dunn.

selection table in the near future.
The night also accommodated the
farewell of two key members of the
senior side. Josh Eyre, known to
many as “Killer”, retired after army
commitments have caused him to
depart for Sydney.
Also hanging up the boots is club
folk hero Michael “Magic” Morello,

who so often could be seen kicking
bags of six or more down at Warrandyte Reserve along with a few
hangers.
For so long one of the most feared
forwards in the EFL, Morello won the
club’s goalkicking honors a record
ten times throughout the course of
his career, establishing himself as a

genuine Bloods legend.
Having lost important members
from both the seniors and reserves
outfits, the club will look to recruit
and attract new players for the upcoming challenges awaiting in 2015.
Preseason training will commence
next month as all three sides gear up
to better their performances.

WITH the 2014 Yarra Junior Football League season finished, the
Warrandyte Junior Football Club
is already planning for season
2015.
Applicants are invited for all
coaching positions.
It is club policy that existing
coaches need to re-apply for the
position each season and the club
also urges any other individuals
who are interested in coaching to
throw their hat into the ring.
“The more people sticking their
hands up to coach, the stronger
our club,” outgoing president
Ross Snowball said.
“Our junior football club provides training for new coaches by
paying for your participation in
official AFL coaching accreditation courses.”
To apply for a coaching position,
you will need to complete the
coaching application form that
can be found on the website at
warrandytejfc.org
Nominations will close on Friday
October 17 and interviews for
each position will be conducted in
November.
Best and fairest winners for
each Junior Bloods teams were:
Tom Heffernan (Under 10s), Tom
Jackson (Under 11s), Brady Poole
(Under 12s), Ben Munks (Under
13 White), Aaron Castagna (Under
13 Red), Lachlan Ruth (Under 14),
Hayden Lennon (Under 15), and
Ben Richardson (Colts).

Meindert’s back in town... and back on his bike
By TERRY PIEPER

YOU may see him flying around
the streets of Warrandyte on his
motorised wheelchair, but Meindert
Withoff has finally got some new
wheels and is on his way back to
some new found freedom thanks to
a group of friends and local support.
You see, Meindert is a keen cyclist,
not only completing cycle tours
around Europe including a tour from
his native home in the Netherlands
all the way across Europe to the desert sands in Egypt, Meindert also met
the love of his life, Jozica Kutin, on a
cycling tour in Italy. They shared the
same campsite in Florence, where he
immediately fell head over wheels
when Joz took a shine to his bike
and followed her back to Australia,
eventually moving Warrandyte.
Having a small family consisting
of Emma, Tessa and Niels in Australia and his son Anne Rogier in
the Netherlands, Meindert, now 51,
had a stroke in 2008 which left him
vision impaired and suffered severe
loss of movement and feeling in half
his body.
Forced to move from North Warrandyte and across the river to cater
for Meindert’s wheelchair, the locals
rallied behind the family and assisted
in making their new home accessible
and helped in the transition of dealing with the substantial changes and

limitations that we take for granted in
everyday living and freedom.
But for Meindert, the dreams of
free-wheeling never stopped. So,
after a visit back to the Netherlands
saw a group of his cycling friends

hire a tandem trike where he could
ride again and feel the wind in his
face. Back here in Australia, a few of
his friends got together and with a
bit of fundraising and the fantastic
support from our Warrandyte Lions

purchased a recumbent tandem trike
so he could get back on his bike right
here at home as well.
When living in the Netherlands,
Meindert typically rode 60km-80km
every day and cycled in and around

Europe four to five times per year on
some of Europe’s most demanding
tours. In fact, after moving to Australia and continuing his cycling tours
here including the Alpine Classic,
just two weeks before his stroke,
Meindert completed the gruelling
200km Otways Classic.
Now with his new-found freedom
Meindert can fulfil one of his dreams.
To get back on his bike once again
and join Joz and his family on cycling
trips.
But there is one more challenge
ahead that Meindert is riding for,
and that is to take part in the Great
Victorian Bike Ride in 2015 with his
ultimate team and supporters, his
son Anne Rogier and friends from
the Netherlands and his family and
friends from Australia.
Intense training, desire and commitment and support will see Meindert
on the road again to fulfil his dream.
But modifications to a dedicated
trailer for easy transport and loading
are still in progress, plus the need
for a small motorised adaptation
to cater for his loss of mobility are
required.
It has been a long ride for Meindert
and his family. But thanks to a circle
of friends and supporters in Warrandyte, he can once again, feel the
freedom of the wind on his face and
again enjoy the ride of his life.
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Queen of the kids: Warrandyte
Lollies & Treats owner Francesca
Longfield is our answer to Willy
Wonka thanks to all her amazing
treats in Yarra St. Find out more
inside. Photo: Brianna Piazza

Hello, Sweetie

By MICHELLE PINI

THE date and venue for our cook-up community event is now confirmed and the
countdown is on!
Save the date for Sunday November 16
between 4pm and 6pm at the Warrandyte
Sports Complex to taste finalists’ recipes
and watch our judging panel in action.
We want to see as many culinary mas-

terpieces as possible give their creators
the chance to win a share of the amazing
prizes on offer and so we will be ramping up the countdown to the event on our
Facebook page by giving away plenty of
spot prizes.
This month, in our final special lift-out,
Warrandyte Berry Farm’s Frances Pantalone offers her top tips with strawber-

ries, we learn what it takes to be a great
country pub from the Grand’s Peter
Appleby and chat with Deb Ranieri about
the lure of Warran Glen’s botanic setting.
We discuss the secrets of a great night
out with Stephanie Wolfe from Wellers
of Kangaroo Ground, discover the keys
to authentic Indian cuisine with Indian
Affair’s Dilpreet Lamba and have a sweet

experience with Francesca Longfield
from Warrandyte Lollies and Treats
(pictured).
The deadline for recipe entries has
been extended to October 31 so get those
entries in!
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au to
download an entry form or pick one up
from Quinton’s IGA.

Vanilla Orchid is pleased to support
all the cooks of Warrandyte
in the Great Warrandyte Cook-Up!

OPEN
Tuesday to Saturday, 5.30pm to 10pm
Sunday, 11am to 10pm
Dine In and Takeaway
Licensed and BYO (wine only)
188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
9844 5778
www.vanillaorchid.com.au

$5 DEAL
Present this
coupon to claim
our special deal!
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Country
fare from
a new
kitchen
By Michelle Pini

THE Grand Hotel Warrandyte will
soon have a new kitchen!
The historic 1895 building has
been undergoing a gradual process
of change: the heritage-listed façade
has had a facelift with a new lick of
paint, construction is underway for a
new beer garden and the kitchen is
having a complete makeover.
It may surprise many to discover
that for the past few months, all the
food has been prepared and transported from the neighbouring restaurant kitchen, formerly known as La
Bosco’s. According to manager Peter
Appleby, the existing kitchen was
tired and in need of an upgrade to
accommodate the new emphasis on
food at the hotel.
Peter, who grew up in Warrandyte,
admits it’s been a challenge since
taking over the reins but our “local”
is now buzzing with excitement.
“It’s been a challenge, but the food
has been very well received. It took
some trial and error but we listened
to our staff and, of course, our cus-

Picture: Lucie Royal

tomers – we hope the end result is
all about seriously good food in a
relaxed atmosphere,” Peter said.
Chef and fellow Warrandytian
Bradley Hawker (pictured at the
makeshift kitchen) has a strong leaning to local produce and the menu
focuses on country-style fare with
dishes such as Wagyu Beef Burgers,
Pan Roasted Lamb Rump and Seafood Linguine.
“The Grand is going to go to a new
level once the new kitchen kicks
in,” Brad told the Diary. “Exciting
times.”
Steak lovers are looked after, as are
vegetarians and the well-priced wine
list has a small but quality range,
including good local representation
and several wines by the glass.

There is a children’s playroom to
help parents while out for a couple
of hours, $18 lunches for seniors
(Monday to Thursday), live music
on offer every Thursday and Friday
night and, of course, the newly instigated courtesy bus.
The Grand also provides a range of
private function options. The upstairs
Balcony Bar and Bull & Bush room
accommodate between 25 and 180
people and cater for everything from
terrace barbeques overlooking the
river, to more formal cocktail and sitdown events.
Peter says he is happy overall with
the pub’s progress and he is thankful
to the supportive Warrandyte community for seeing the Grand through
its early teething problems.

Grand Hotel, 110 Yarra St, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3202 grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au

*For the month of October 2014

As summer approaches The White Owl has you covered, pop
in from 6.30am weekdays and 8am Saturdays for fresh juices,
and stop by in the afternoons for ice cream in cones and cups!

Special Promotion

A great night out at Wellers
By Michelle Pini

HUSBAND and wife team Stephanie
and Shawn Wolfe have created a
unique food and music venue tucked
away in a bushy setting in Kangaroo
Ground.
“Wellers is about a great night out,
without having to go too far,” Stephanie says.
Starting with good quality, wholesome food accompanied by locally
sourced wines, the restaurant and
function venue also happens to
feature fantastic acoustics, which
are regularly put to good use by big
name Australian acts such as James
Reyne, Tex Perkins and Joe Camilleri
and the Black Sorrows.
Dinner and show packages are
available or you can have an early
dinner at home and turn up in time
for the show and a few drinks at the
bar. In summer, you can also take in
the show from an outdoor vantage
point, on the verandah surrounded
by bush land.
Wellers are also function specialists with an array of events for up to

200 people, from weddings to 100th
birthday celebrations catered for in
the rustic, rural setting.
Acts coming soon to Wellers include Mark Seymour, Diesel and
even Thirsty Merc in their first live
show in 10 years.
Open Wednesday to Sunday from
noon till late.

Wellers of Kangaroo Ground
150 Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd
Kangaroo Ground
Phone 9712 0266
wellers.com.au

James Halliday 5 Star Winery HHHHH

Real wine Real people Real character
21-23 Delaneys Road Warrandyte South
www.robdolanwines.com.au | (03) 9876 5885

15% off

any purchases over
$10 during the
Cook-up campaign!
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Welcome to Warran Glen’s wonderland
By Brianna Piazza

WARRAN Glen’s unique botanical setting charms visitors young and old.
When you walk across the bridge
to reach the café, which sits higher
on the hill and overlooks a tranquil
lake, you feel like you’re entering
another world. It’s a sanctuary of
delicious treats with a relaxed atmosphere.
Manager Debbie Ranieri says she
loves coming to work every day
because of Warran Glen’s stunning
garden and peaceful ambience. She
describes it as a “hub” that brings
people together from all different
walks of life.
“There’s always something going
on. If it’s not a mother’s group outside, then it’s kids having fun on the
playground at lunchtime or friends
getting together for a coffee on the
balcony overlooking the lake. Then
there’s the garden centre and the gift
shop, so there’s something for everyone,” Debbie says.
Regular customers get to experience the colours of Warran Glen’s
garden change throughout the seasons. Spring is a particularly beautiful time to visit, as flowers bloom in
every colour imaginable.
And as the garden changes, so does
Warran Glen’s menu.

“We have our own veggie garden
and we’re always changing what’s
on offer depending on what produce
is in season. Now that we’re getting
more into spring, our menu will
feature lighter and fresher dishes,”
Debbie says.
Then there’s the café’s changing
array of mouthwatering cakes,
sweets and condiments.
Every year on Oaks Day the café
holds a Pink Ribbon Breakfast to
raise money for cancer research in
support of women affected by breast
and gynaecological cancer.
Debbie says: “The chefs get dressed
up in pink aprons and hats and we
decorate the place in pink. Last year
we raised more than $6600. We have
a breakfast and silent auction and
100 percent of proceeds go to the
Cancer Council.”

Warran Glen Garden Centre & Cafe
373 Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd
Warrandyte.
Phone 9844 1322
warranglen.com.au

Sweet taste sensations of our special shop
By Michelle Pini

REMEMBER Pollywaffles, Cobbers,
Fads and Bertie Beetles? A childhood fantasy to equal Willy Wonka,
Warrandyte Lollies & Treats is a
whimsical indulgence specialising in
the unusual. The candy striped confectionary shop is also a sumptuous
feast for the senses with rainbow
coloured displays and unique memorabilia. Francesca Longfield began
the business in 2011.
“I really wanted to open a family
oriented shop with a heartbeat and
my kids had always asked if we
could visit a lolly shop,” she said.
Just about anything sweet and
decadent can be found there including locally produced gingerbread,
honeycomb and Unforgettable
meringues. There’s personalised
wedding candy, chocolate pasta,
dessert toppings, Persian fairy floss,
Hibiscus flowers in syrup, cocktail
mixtures and even themed loot bags,
piñatas and lolly buffets for parties
and events. Special dietary requirements are also accommodated.
Ice-cream will feature strongly this
summer with the famed Ben & Jerry’s, Italian Sorbet and Mini Melts
and, Francesca says, the store will
open later on weekends for those

looking for an after dinner treat.
Francesca, a visual merchandiser
for many years, prides herself on
the store’s colourful displays and in
being the only Melbourne stockist of
Sovereign Hill confectionary. Francesca says the store also aims to offer
“old-fashioned service”.
Warrandyte Lollies & Treats will
throw a huge ‘street party’ this
Halloween (October 31) with entertainment, themed lolly parcel giveaways for every child who attends,
face-painting, balloon artists, prizes
for best costumes and even a coffee
cart for parents, so don’t miss out.
Francesca says much of her clientele is made up of visitors as well
as what she terms “my regular after-school VIPs”.

Warrandyte Lollies & Treats, 207 Yarra St, Warrandyte. Phone 9844 3011 warrandytelolliesandtreats.com.au

More than just a pizza restaurant

Oaks Day
Join us for lunch on Thursday 6th November and enjoy
4 decadent courses with matching sparkling wine.
$75pp Places limited

Christmas Party Time

BUY TWO BLOCKS
FOR $6.50
*For the month of October 2014 only,
one coupon per customer

With only 12 weeks left until Christmas,
now is the time to book your Christmas Party @ Altair.
3 course Party Menu
$70pp drinks additional.
1 5 2 YA R R A S T R E E T W A R R A N D Y T E

9844 5548
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Strawberry

fields forever
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Frances’s top tips with
strawberries...

1

Look for the reddest strawberries for extra
flavour and store in fridge in a container lined
with paper toweling to prolong freshness.

2

Frozen ripe fruit is best for jam. Once thawed and drained, the
water content is reduced and produces thicker, more flavour-intensive jam.

3

For a quick, delicious dessert, marinate fresh strawberries in
balsamic vinegar and sugar, add mascarpone cheese and enjoy.
Replace vinegar with Grand Marnier for a more refined dessert.

4
5

Warrandyte Berry Farm sauces are multi purpose and produce
instant and decadent deserts, toppings and bases for smoothies
or cocktails. For an elegant, intensely flavoured dessert, turn out
Warrandyte Berry Farm individual strawberry ice cream cups onto
plates and top with strawberry sauce and fresh berries.
Make your own strawberry ripple ice cream by allowing vanilla
ice cream to soften slightly before swirling Warrandyte Berry Farm
strawberry (or other berry) sauce through the ice cream and popping back into freezer to set.

Fisher & Paykel is
cooking with gas

By Michelle Pini

By Michelle Pini

FISHER & Paykel has teamed
with Camberwell Electrics as our
generous major prize sponsor of
the Cook-up, offering amazing
prizes including a French door
fridge valued at $2500 for one
lucky winner.
Fisher & Paykel’s state manager
Ken Anderson says: “Together
with Camberwell Electrics, our
retail partner for 25 years, we
are excited to be involved with
The Great Warrandyte Cook-up.”
Ken said community events
such as the Cook-up, which focus
on local produce and food-oriented endeavours, help to showcase
Fisher & Paykel’s state of the
art culinary products, which
are designed for both “gourmet
cooking” and “mid-week convenience.”
Camberwell Electrics chief
Graeme Hawkesford, says the
new range of F&P products “do
everything but cook for you”.
“Although we have long had a
reputation for white goods, we
are keen to increase consumer
awareness of our specialist cooking appliances,” said Ken.
Celebrating its 80th year, industry leaders Fisher & Paykel
is also launching their own cooking school in mid November to
further demonstrate the inbuilt
culinary ease of its latest, high
performance kitchen arsenal.

Changing the world,
one egg at a time

Picture: Andrew Beck
By Michelle Pini

E

STABLISHED in the late 1970s by
Italian-born Tony Di Pietro, Warrandyte Berry Farm is a local landmark
providing fresh strawberries and
freshly grown and homemade produce,
as well as decadent treats direct to the
public.
Tony’s daughter, Frances Pantelone,
has been running the market garden and
roadside food van since her father passed
away in 2005, maintaining his traditional
techniques in the business he began with
wife Nellie.
Frances says she is happy to continue

Warrandyte Berry Farm

her father’s legacy: “His dream was to live
off the land and he started with nothing.
I don’t know if I’m doing as good a job as
he did but I’m trying to follow in his footsteps.”
Frances has continued Tony’s approach
to the cultivation of strawberries – treading lightly, respecting the land, using as
few chemicals as possible and only hand
spraying when weather conditions necessitate it.
“Dad believed in quality over quantity
and he was pedantic about keeping the
fruit scrupulously clean and protected
from frosts – that’s the main secret to

healthy crops,” she says.
Frances has also continued his approach
to customer relationships.
“Dad was laid back and friendly and just
loved people – he didn’t care if his English
was bad, he would chat away and joke
with everyone. Some customers have been
coming here for over 30 years,” she says.
Only strawberries are cultivated on the
property but the farm also offers other
locally grown berries, free-range eggs,
lemons and preserves from other neighbouring producers.
And there are homemade jams and sauces made fresh each week by Frances and

451 Warrandyte-Ringwood Rd, Warrandyte South

Flashback:
Smiths
Gully Stew
With the Diary’s Bill Mcauley ...

“Back in 1976 I played guitar with
The Smiths Gully Bush Band at The
Warrandyte Hotel every Thursday
night. In those days there was a
cover charge of $3 to get in to hear
the rollicking bush music that the
band rocked out. It was law that the
bar could stay open until midnight
if there was a supper provided for
the patrons, so the band took it
upon themselves to do the catering. We obtained a giant pot from
somewhere, the sort of pot that
you could cook a missionary in!
We chucked in diced beef, stock
cubes, onions, carrots and potatoes
and stirred the pot until there was
a rich and meaty supper ready for
our patrons. We called the concoction ‘Smith’s Gully Stew’ and served
it on paper plates to our hungry
rabble of band supporters.”
(Bill is the guitarist far left)

mother Nellie, which have achieved a cult
following.
“I can’t share the jam recipe, it’s a Nellie
family secret!”
Famous takeaway hot doughnuts, milkshakes, smoothies and Warrandyte Berry
Farm homemade ice cream are also on offer at the property’s food-van, with homemade frozen yoghurt planned for summer.
Aided by husband John and their two
daughters, Frances admits the labour-intensive farm has its challenges but isn’t
going anywhere.
“I love it,” she says, “And I will stay here
forever.”

Phone 9844 2178 or 0400 411 402

MAJOR cook-up sponsor Quinton’s IGA has had a
meteoric rise to fame in recent weeks. Following on
from trailblazing owner Julie Quinton’s landmark
decision to ban caged eggs from the store, the decision has been supported and gained recognition all
over the world.
“The mentality in the business world, due to
price-driven considerations, has always been, ‘Don’t
do it!’,” Julie said. But emails of support from as far
as Utah indicating that Julie’s decision has helped
put the issue on the international agenda, would suggest otherwise.
And back home, momentum has gathered on the issue with increasing pressure brought to bear on fast food giants McDonalds
and Subway, both of which recently indicated they would be following suit and phasing out caged eggs.
Julie says: “I think we’ve helped in some small way to highlight
the plight of the chickens and this has had a flow-on effect. It’s reinforced my belief that morals have to come first.”
Quinton’s, as well as generously supporting the competition,
stock everything needed to create your cook-up recipes.

An affair to remember
By Brianna Piazza

LUCKILY for Warrandyte locals, they don’t
have to travel far from home for an
authentic Indian culinary experience.
Butter chicken, tandoori platters, saffron
rice, samosas and mango lassi are just
some of the dishes that melt hearts and
keep customers coming back for more at
An Indian Affair.
The family restaurant, located in
Drysdale Road, has been running for
six years, offering a wide selection of
Indian breads, rice, desserts and gluten
free curries as well as vegetarian and
tandoori specialities.
Chocolate naan bread, scattered with
chocolate chips, has proven to be a favourite with customers, who can opt to dine
indoors as they admire the luxurious Lake
Palace and other iconic Indian attractions
depicted on the walls, or outside in the
fresh air. Delicious takeaway dishes are
also available.
An Indian Affair’s meat dishes are also
very popular, with owners Dilpreet and
Meenu Lamba saying their meat is
extremely tender and juicy thanks to the
restaurant’s traditional, charcoal fired
oven.
They say their oven, which isn’t used in
all Indian restaurants, gives their meat a
unique, smokey flavour.
Above all, they say the key to creating
delicious, authentic Indian food lies in
using fresh herbs and spices.
“Using fresh ingredients enhances the
flavour and makes the curries really nice
and flavoursome, leaving a long-lasting
taste,” Dilpreet explains.
“Always use fresh whole spices and if
you need to grind them, make sure you
roast them first and then put them in the
curries for a totally different experience. It
will make the food taste a lot fresher and
crispier.”

An Indian Affair 1/35 Drysdale Rd, Warrandyte Phone 9844 4974 indianaffairrestaurant.com.au
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Wednesday
to Friday
2 courses &
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Bookings: 9712 0266 or visit www.wellers.com.au
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La Familia Real Paella

October 2014

(serves 8)

Sharon Royal – Roselillion Court

From Quinton’s IGA:
1 litre Stock Merchant chicken stock
Pinch saffron threads
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 teaspoons Bolero sweet smoked paprika
2 brown onions
1 red capsicum
2 cloves garlic
Salt
2 cups Santo Tomas Bomba paella rice
(or any short grain rice)
2 vine ripened tomatoes, cut into 6 pieces
1 cup frozen peas
Parsley
1 lemon
From Warrandyte Quality Meats:
2 home-smoked Chorizo sausages
4 chicken thigh fillets
16 raw prawns
1 calamari
Place stock and saffron in a saucepan and,
whilst preparing the other ingredients, bring
to boil. Then remove from heat.
Sharon says: “My family often enjoy this meal on a
Heat 1 tblsp olive oil in a paella pan or large
Saturday night where we can all get together and reflect
fry pan. Add sliced chorizo and fry until goldon the week that has been. While perhaps not an
en – remove from pan.
authentic paella, it makes the most of the wonderful
Next add the quartered chicken thighs in two
gourmet ingredients available right here in Warrandyte.”
batches and fry until golden – remove from
pan.
Add sliced capsicum and cook for two minutes – remove from pan.
If needed, add I tblsp oil. Cook the finely chopped garlic, paprika, salt and rice. Stir for three minutes.
Add the stock mixture and bring to boil.
Reduce heat to low and return chicken, chorizo, capsicum and tomatoes to pan, arranging in a circular
pattern. Cover pan tightly with foil and cook for 15 minutes.
Add prawns, peas and sliced calamari, cover and cook for a further 10 minutes.
Sprinkle with fresh parsley and serve with a wedge of lemon and a nice, cool glass of Yarra Valley Chardonnay.

Present this coupon at Indian Affair

ONLY
$25!

$ 41 v
alue

Butter Chicken Bonanza
This crazy deal includes ...
2 Serves of Butter Chicken, 2 Naan and 1 Saffron Rice
1/35 Drysdale Road (near IGA) Ph: 9844 4974
This takeaway deal valid until September 30 2014

Fusion Salmon Risotto
Alannah Drijfhout Aged 12

4 pieces Atlantic salmon rubbed
with olive oil, salt and pepper
2 tblsps olive oil
1 onion chopped
30g butter
4 spring onions chopped
2 cups Arborio rice
2 tblsps green curry paste
2 cups chicken stock
2 cups coconut milk
1/3 cup grated Parmesan cheese
Ground black pepper
Heat fry pan and cook salmon for
2-3 minutes each side, until cooked
but still a little pink in the middle.
Heat another pan with olive oil and

(serves 4)

butter. Add onion and cook for
three minutes.
Stir in green curry paste and Arborio rice and cook over medium
heat for three minutes or until rice
slightly colours.
Add ½ cup chicken stock and simmer to absorb the liquid, stirring
constantly. Begin adding the rest
of the stock and coconut milk, alternating ½ cup at a time until all
absorbed well.
Stir in spring onion, cheese and
pepper.
Plate up with rice on plate, then
salmon on top a little green spring
onion to garnish. Enjoy!

Warrandyte

“Everyone’s favourite cafe
... furry friends included”
OPEN 7 DAYS - FULLY LICENSED
PHONE 9844 0365

gluten free - almond cakes - dark choc brownies
cookies - great coffee - light lunches - preserves
486 Ringwood-Warrandyte Road

yarralicious.com.au

9844 5081
info@cocoamoon.com.au
166 Yarra St, Warrandyte
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Vegan Curried Tofu Sandwich
By Amy Shaw, The Boulevard
Olive oil for frying
1 250g packet Blue Lotus firm tofu
1 onion
1 tsp soy sauce
1 tsp turmeric
1 tsp curry powder
1 lettuce
1 loaf bread
Soy milk as needed
Praise 99% fat free mayonnaise
Nuttelex for spreading
Lightly cook the onion in olive oil in a large frypan
on medium heat – do not brown or
burn.
Crumble the tofu into fry pan and mix
with the onion.
Add splashes of soy milk to prevent
the mix from drying out.
Add soy sauce, turmeric and curry
powder and mix through.
Continue to cook for five minutes, adding splashes of soy milk to keep the
texture slightly creamy.
Remove from heat and allow to cool.
Butter each slice of bread with Nuttelex.

Place a tablespoon of tofu mix and spread
over half the slices of bread.
Squirt mayonnaise over the tofu topped
slices of bread – be generous.
Wash and tear lettuce into small pieces,
pat dry.
Place lettuce (small handful) on top of the
tofu and mayonnaise.
Place the buttered slices of bread on top
of those with toppings, and cut each piece
into four triangles. This is a must … all
sandwiches taste better this way! Enjoy!

Councillor Steve’s Nam Tok Nua
(Grilled beef salad, Thai style)
Serves 2 people

451 WARRANDYTE–RINGWOOD ROAD
WARRANDYTE SOUTH 0409 411 402

300g Scotch fillet beef			
Olive oil spray
5 - 7 chillies
About 2 tbsps rice		
½ tbsp lemon or lime juice			
½ tbsp fish sauce 				
½ tsp sugar					
2-4 sprigs mint leaves 				
2-4 sprigs basil leaves				
½ red onion				
Spray frypan with a little oil and
lightly toast 5-7 dry chillies in pan
until dark in colour; crush in a mortar
and pestle or a blender.
Spray frypan with a little oil and cook dry rice in pan
until browned; crush in mortar and pestle or a blender.
Finely chop mint, basil leaves and red onion and put
aside.
Grill beef until cooked as preferred.
Meanwhile, mix ground chili, ground rice, lemon juice,
fish sauce and sugar together in a large bowl.
Slice cooked beef thinly. Mix meat and all ingredients
together.
Best washed down with a glass of Chardonnay. Enjoy!

Cooking with love: Councillor O’Brien and family

