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Here’s lookin’ at you, kid!
What the hell are you? No, what the hell are you?! Two
babes in the woods came face to face in North Warrandyte
recently when the Diary’s hotshot photographer and Our
Living Treasure columnist Bill Macauley caught the magical

moment from his veranda through a telephoto lens. “I saw
the baby magpie land on the box having a sticky beak and
the baby possum stuck his little pink nose out in broad
daylight! You wouldn’t read about it,” Bill told the Diary.
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“I have kleptomania, but when it gets bad,
I take something for it.”
— Robert Benchley
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NEXT ISSUE
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OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood,
Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Neville grins and bares it
’M having an…
um…,” Neville
produced a letter
and pointed to the
delicate bit, “re-

moved”.
“Sister!” called the receptionist to someone on the
other side of a closed door, the
entire waiting room and anyone else who wanted to know,
“The Nevillectomy’s here!”
Really, they might as well
put a sign on every hossy reception desk saying “Abandon
all personal dignity here”. It
doesn’t matter who it is - a
zookeeper coming in for rhinoplasty or Joe Hockey having a
co-payment removal - we just
throw ourselves at the feet of
anyone wearing a showercap
who uses their elbows to turn
a tap on.
Like our lives depended
on it.
Now anyone in the postcode knew which of Neville’s
‘embarrassing body’ bits a
specialist from Malvern was
removing today, along with
most of their ‘holiday in Fiji’
fund. And before you could
say bend over and cough,
Neville was dangling his legs
over the edge of a gurney in a
theatre gown that was inadequate at so many levels.
In this age of wondrous
technology, of planes without
pilots and phones that spell
better than you do, you’d
think somebody could come
up with a theatre gown that
doesn’t expose the crack of
dawn or require the dexterity
of a Houdini to tie bows behind your back.
And the last thing Neville
wanted to hear now was
“What are you in for?”
His first instinct was to pretend he hadn’t heard, but
since the voice came from
less than a metre away in the
next cubicle with only a sheet
on curtain rings between

loss of function last year
so that was a comfort
wasn’t it.
“Could I have one on the
other arm and leg as well,”
asked Neville.
Then a shot-putter from
Omsk in a hairnet gripped
his trolley and cannoned it
along the corridor, into the
lift, and out to a waiting bay
where two more nurses, the
anaesthetist and a passing
tea lady laboured through
Neville’s file again, before he
was swept through the theatre
doors and tumbled onto the
operating table.
The room was absolutely
buzzing with smock people
including the surgeon who
poked the offending area and
said, “Fingers crossed!“
“Just a small jab before we
start Mister...…,” mumbled
the anaesthetist. Did he say
Trott or Knott or Watt?
Neville waved his wristband.
“Trott! Neville Trott! I’m in for
a… a…aaahhh…”

living with
The Trotts
them, he felt obliged to say
something.
“Just a…um… small procedure.”
Surely the woman wouldn’t
probe any further. Some
things are too personal to discuss, thought Neville, wrongly
it turned out as his neighbour
proceeded to outline the
most intimate details of her
own internal malfunctions
and the lengths Doctor was
about to go to. Specifically
about twenty metres of
her alimentary canal and
a couple of superfluous
organs.
Fortunately, Florence Nightingale arrived to run through
Neville’s file before
Mrs. Nextdoor could
empty her bowels
any further.
“And what are we having
done today?” asked Nurse
Butter-wouldn’t-melt-in-hermouth.
If we’re both having our…
ums…removed, thought
Neville, why do you have
to ask? But that didn’t
stop her turning to page
one of a folder only slightly slimmer than the telephone
book and reading in a big
voice as Neville crossed his
legs modestly under a gown
that suddenly seemed too
short by about half a thigh.
“That’s gotta hurt,” said his
neighbour.
And Nurse Couldn’t-youcurl-up-and-die continued
to read out Neville’s every
intimate detail and embarrassment till Mrs. Nextdoor was
sufficiently briefed to offer a
second opinion.
“Any speech or hearing
problems?”

“Pardon?” said
Neville, who believed humour could
ease any situation.
“Have you organised a responsible adult to pick you
up?”
“No, my wife’s coming,” tried
Neville. You can’t help a bad
audience.
Neville lay back while Nurse
Wetblanket taped a nametag
around his wrist and ankle
with the news that only four
procedures involving the
wrong patient had resulted
in death or major permanent

“Mr. Trott? Mr. Trott?”
Neville rolled his eyes as
the mists parted and an angelic face came slowly into
focus. Maybe angelic wasn’t
altogether a good thing - were
they harps or was someone
playing Enya on the radio?
“Have a sandwich, Mr.
Trott,” said the recovery
nurse who sounded as though
she came from Ringwood so
chances were he was back in
the land of the living.
“Have you organised a responsible adult to pick you
up?”
Neville spotted Narelle coming through the doorway at
that very moment.
“No, my wife’s coming!”
“Ah!” smiled Narelle. “At
least they didn’t take out your
sense of humour!”
ALAN CORNELL
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Marching up the hill with hope
Packed house as residents
meet with councillors present
By MICHELLE PINI

IN the continuing saga to reach a
compromise on drainage issues in
the Melbourne Hill Rd catchment
area, there have been several recent
developments in what is considered
a step in a positive direction by both
Manningham council and the catchment area residents.
At a meeting attended by more
than 80 community members, as well
as the three Mullum Mullum ward
councilors, a community meeting
held late last month was described
by residents for the most part as
“constructive”.
Manningham council’s plan to
address the 2011 flooding of six
houses during what is described as
a one-in-100-year-storm-event has
met continued ratepayer opposition.
Residents have criticised the
scheme’s lack of environmental planning, costly price tag and its purported urgency of flooding issues, which
residents say have been ignored by
council for more than 40 years.
In addition, council rejected a plan
put forward by Manningham council
deputy mayor Sophy Galbally to
obtain an independent, environment impact study, together with
an application for state government
funding for a more sustainable solution in the environmentally sensitive
catchment.
Warrandyte Community Association’s Dick Davies believes the issue
needs more attention and consideration.
“WCA believes that any such opportunity should be thoroughly
explored before a conventionally
designed scheme is adopted,” Mr Davies said. “Council should reconsider
this decision.”
Council resolved, instead, to proceed with the concept prepared
by council officers for drainage improvements and, according to CEO
Joe Carbone, “development of detailed design plans has commenced”.
Geo-technical investigations are
also proceeding.
However, following growing com-

munity disapproval of its approach
to resident concerns, Mr Carbone
also advised that council was “continuing to meet ... and to engage
with residents of the Melbourne Hill
catchment”.
In addition, council has implemented an online information portal
through which residents are encouraged to keep updated about the
proposed drainage scheme.
Peter Noye, spokesperson for the
residents, said: “The rep panel has
highlighted a number of shortfalls in
the project process to date, and we
have asked Mr Carbone for current
project works to be put on hold until
other options are considered.”
Mr Noye said the panel had also
met with council engineers to clarify
several areas of the current proposal
and obtained independent civil and
environmental engineering advice,
which they forwarded to the CEO for
consideration.
Koonung ward’s Cr Steve O’Brien,
who voted in favour of proceeding
with the council officers’ plan, told
the Diary he was now “entertaining
the idea that there may be a better,
more environmentally friendly alternative”.
Cr O’Brien said after discussing
the matter in detail with Cr Galbally,
he was now willing to consider all
alternatives.
“I think we owe it to the Melbourne
Hill residents not to rush and move
to the next phase until we consider
every alternative,” he said.
Mr Noye said the rep panel would
continue to work with council to
ensure a mutually beneficial outcome
by investigating more sustainable
aspects and reduced scope or staged
implementation of works.
Mr Noye and residents also acknowledged and appreciated Mr
Carbone’s commitment to improve
community engagement.
Councillors are expected to vote on
whether to adopt the special charge
scheme and commit the detailed
design for tender in about August
this year.

Downie meltdown sours meeting
DESPITE a positive meeting and
step in the right direction as far
as harmony between council and
catchment area residents goes,
the event was soured at its conclusion when residents witnessed an
outburst by Cr Meg Downie who
verbally abused rep panel leader
Peter Hookey.
The incident left onlookers
“shocked and disappointed”,
according to those present.
“She was really aggressive when
she verbally attacked Mr Hookey,
with a finger pointing right in
close to his face and she was yelling in a confrontational manner”,
according to one resident who
preferred to remain anonymous
due to “fear of the same thing happening to me”.

The incident surprised those
who witnessed the outburst because Mr Hookey had earlier
stressed the importance of “showing respect and decency” towards
the councillors who attended the
meeting, which was adhered to
by all present in what was aimed
at being a peaceful, constructive
meeting as part of a positive and
transparent communication process.
While Manningham council
has proven it is willing to listen
to catchment area residents and
work with them, residents believe
Cr Downie has let her own Warrandyte constituents down with
what they describe as “bullying
behavior” on the night.
SCOTT PODMORE

Service station is likely despite objections
By BRIANNA PIAZZA

MORE than 60 people have lodged
objections against Platinum King
Pty Ltd’s proposed 24-hour service
station at 1-5 Yarra St.
The proposal would see a 250m/sq
convenience store, six fuel pumps
and 13 car parking spaces constructed at the site owned by Platinum King
Pty Ltd, along with the removal of six
yellow box trees.
Manningham council chief executive Joe Carbone said council had
received 64 objections to the $1.5
million proposal as well as one letter
of support.
Council could vote on the issue as
early as July or August, but is waiting
for the applicant to gather requested
information, a process that could
require several more months.
“Council is still waiting to receive
all of the responses from the statuto-

Artist’s impression

ry referral authorities,” Mr Carbone
told the Diary. “Council will set a
consultation meeting date once it
has received all of these documents
including further response from the
applicant.”
The Diary understands the plan’s
issues concerning Melbourne Water
have been resolved in favour of
the applicant. It’s also believed the
applicant has begun considering
objections to the proposal and is reconsidering the removal of two trees.
However, Axiom Architects, the
company responsible for the project’s design, wouldn’t confirm this
or respond to requests by the Diary
for further information.
President of the Warrandyte Community Association, Dick Davies,
says the local group is not against
the idea of a service station in
Warrandyte, but says any proposed

PLUMBING & DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS

General
plumbing,
sewer
connections,
drainage & gas
1.7T Excavator
10m3 Tipper, Bobcat
LOCAL AND RELIABLE

sean 0417 006 769
barry 0417 387 200

seanramak@yahoo.com.au

service station should be “appropriate” and “keep with the character of
Warrandyte”.
The organisation’s concerns with
the current proposal, which it has
raised with the applicant, include
the impact entry and exit points
near the Harris Gully Rd roundabout
could have on passing traffic, signage
lighting and operating hours.
At the end of last month, the WCA’s
online poll showed 70% of almost
250 respondents were against the
proposal. Mr Carbone says council
will accept objections and submissions of support from individuals or
groups until a final decision is made.
Interested par ties can send
objections or support letters to
statutoryplanning@manningham.vic.
gov.au – have your say: visit www.
warrandyte.org.au to vote in the
WCA’s poll.

Don’t leave it till June 30
to get your business and personal
taxation affairs in order.
Speak to us now – we can help you

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber

Brian Spurrell FCPA (local resident) and associate
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention
to all accounting/tax requirements and business advice.

We will visit you.

“We are the accountants who care”
Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd

Certified Practising Accountants

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113

T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au
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Budget jugglers
By KARLY HICKMAN

BOTH Manningham and Nillumbik
councils’ budgets demonstrate the
juggling act between maintaining
and upgrading services and facilities while keeping a tight rein on
spending.
Echoing the sentiment of the day,
Manningham says it aims to balance the demand for services and
infrastructure with the community’s
capacity to pay.
“A key challenge for council in preparing the draft Budget is to maintain
and improve
services and infrastructure while
managing external cost impacts,”
Nillumbik mayor Cr Young said.
While Manningham has been focussed on trimming the organisation’s operating costs to achieve an
average increase in rates and charges
of 3.8%, Nillumbik has been looking
externally to secure grants to help
deliver its capital works program.
Nillumbik’s rates and charges will
increase by an average of 6.65%,
helping fund a program of capital
works and new initiatives, including
two days of free green waste disposal

to help reduce fuel load prior to the
bushfire season.
Scrutiny will be on both councils
as residents observe how they continue to deliver essential services
and maintain vital community assets
while being leaner and more efficient
with the public purse.
“It is essential we levy property
rates that are sufficient to meet the
outgoings of council, and which are
fair and reasonable to our ratepayers,” said Manningam mayor Jim
Grivokostopoulos, whose Budget will
raise the average combined rates and
waste charges bill increase by 3.8%.
For the average Manningham
household, combined rates and
waste charges will increase by less
than $1.30 a week which will help
fund $31.23 million for the continued
development of infrastructure.
Both councils have undertaken a
community consultation process
on their Budgets, with the final
documents set to be adopted by the
respective councils on June 24.
To see the budgets visit: www.
manningham.vic.gov.au and www.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Sewerage
services
connected in
Warrandyte

Council budgets at a glance
Manningham average combined
rates and charges increase (3.8%)
Highlights:
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Roads, streets, drainage and
footpaths $13.09 million
Park and Tindals roads upgrade
$2.21 million
Road related refurbishments,
including reseals and re-sheeting
$4.56 million
Drainage improvements to
protect properties from
inundation $2.73 million
Construction of new footpaths
$0.85 million
Improving bicycle path network
$0.44 million
Aquarena Leisure Centre
upgrade $4.40 million
Refurbishment and upgrade of
council’s community buildings
$2.68 million
Planning for and design of the
new Mullum Mullum highball
facility $1.05 million
Wonga Park sports ground
upgrade $0.64 million

Nillumbik average combined rates
and charges increase (6.65%)
Highlights:
l Eltham Town Square
$2.45 million
l Drainage renewal and upgrade
works $500,000
l Diamond Creek Community
Centre design – Stage 1
$400,000
l Diamond Creek to Hurstbridge
Trail $350,000
l Bell Street Masterplan works
$250,000
l New footpath construction
$400,000
l Traffic improvements $200,000
l AE Cracknell Oval cricket
facilities upgrade $145,000
l Diamond Creek Trail Concept
Plan and Cultural Heritage Study
$130,000
l Additional roadside weed
management $25,000
l Pre-fire season free green waste
disposal (two days)
$70,000

Business excellence awards return
By SCOTT PODMORE

THE Manningham Business Excellence Awards return for 2014 after
Warrandyte had great success last
year with Quinton’s IGA being the big
winner while other local businesses
including Riveresque, CreekSide and
former Warrandyte resident and
Fletcher’s real estate top gun Chris
Chapman faring well.
A breakfast to launch this year’s
business excellence awards was
held at Manningham Civic Centre
recently with special guest presenter Steve Moneghetti delivering a
keynote presentation on ‘It’s About
The Journey Not The Destination
– Understanding how to focus and
evolve to be successful in business’.
The popular marathon man was
entertaining, inspiring and held a
captivated audience.
Quinton’s IGA’s Julie Quinton said
winning the Contribution to Community category in last year’s Manningham Business Excellence Awards
was “an absolute thrill”, but to then
be announced as overall winners of
Manningham’s Business of the Year
“absolutely blew us away”.
“My son Dale Farrugia was with
me when we were announced and
we were both overcome with so
much emotion,” Julie told the Diary
this week. “To us it meant acknowledgement for all the difficult times
and hard work we had endured for
the last six years since Brian (Julie’s
husband) died. Such a fabulous ac-

Inspiring talk: Marathon Man Steve
Moneghetti at the Manningham
Business Excellence Awards launch
last month. Inset: Julie Quinton and
Dale Farrugia after winning the
major prize last year.

knowledgement to our fabulous team
at Quinton’s and our family.”
Julie says she encourages every
Warrandyte business to consider
nominating for this year’s awards.
“They really should, because the
whole process takes you on a journey
of deeper understanding of the significance of your business and what
you do,” Julie said.
“Last year I was very reluctant to
nominate but we were receiving so

much encouragement from others
to do so. It’s not the Aussie way to
talk about what you do; we just get
on with things and do them. So it was
quite difficult for me to get started on
the process.
“However, the process made me
think very deeply and clearly about
the importance of our own particular
business in the Warrandyte community and in doing so is helping us in
our future planning for our business

and the community.”
The Manningham Business Excellence Awards are a joint initiative of
the Rotary Clubs of the City of Manningham, Bendigo Bank - Community
Bank (East Doncaster, Templestowe
Village and Warrandyte branches),
Manningham Business Network and
Manningham Business.
The award nomination forms are
available from www.ManninghamBEA.com.au and the nomination
workshops can be booked on www.
ManninghamBusiness.com.au (held
on June 16 and July 28).

ALMOST 600 properties in Warrandyte are in the process of
receiving new sewerage services
provided by Yarra Valley Water.
Yarra Valley Water managing
director, Tony Kelly, said the new
system would allow residents to
replace their current septic tank
systems with more environmentally friendly sewerage services.
“Work has recently been completed in South Warrandyte allowing
some customers to connect to the
sewerage network,” Mr Kelly said.
“The sewer backlog program is
also currently underway in North
Warrandyte, where we recently
held a community information
session about the proposed designs.
“Consultation with the affected
community in South Warrandyte
helped to shape the project after
the area was identified for Yarra
Valley Water’s backlog sewerage
program by the local council.
“The remaining customers in the
vicinity of the Warrandyte High
School will be able to connect after
power has been made available to
our pumping station in Alexander
Road.
“We expect this to occur in July
and will be advising customers accordingly.”
Properties on the program have
septic tanks to manage their domestic wastewater, which do not
meet adequate treatment standards, potentially creating public
health and environmental problems.
“When most of these septic systems were installed, environmental standards were very different
from today.
“The new sewerage services will
provide enormous benefits to residents, such as reduction of odours
around the home, no need to
maintain or upgrade their septic
tank system, as well as protecting
the health of the community and
local environment.
“We are working with Warrandyte residents to give them an
opportunity to have their say on
the sewerage servicing options
recommended for the area. The
final sewer design for South Warrandyte took into account any
feedback we received from residents; a number of sewerage options were discussed with the local
community to find the best solution possible to meet their needs.
Some construction has already
started in North Warrandyte with
completion expected towards the
end of 2015,” Mr Kelly said.
To find out more about the project visit www.yvw.com.au/backlog

Banking on our generosity to feed the hungry
By BRIANNA PIAZZA

WARRANDYTE Food Bank is thanking the
community for its generosity in helping hungry
locals after receiving several food donations.
Judith Lightfoot, from the Rotary Op Shop,
says her car was full of food she collected just
weeks after she posted a plea for more food
donations on the Warrandyte Business and
Community Network Facebook page.
“It was a brilliant response. After I put the
call out on Facebook we were just inundated
with food afterwards. We were a bit concerned
about where we were going to get the money to
buy food as the shelves in the food bank were
looking very empty,” Judith said.
Head of the Warrandyte Food Bank, Margory
Lapworth, says demand for food from the local
charity has more than tripled in the past year.
She says those coming to them for help
include individuals who can’t find work and
parents who can’t afford to buy nutritious food
for their children after struggling with rising
electricity, gas and heating bills.
“It’s getting really bad. We need to show kids
that it won’t always be like that and I can’t believe how generous the Warrandyte community
was over the past few weeks. We had virtually
no food left,” Margory said.
“I want to thank everybody in the community
who donated food, especially the schools who
often donate. We are so appreciative of what-

ever comes our way.”
Tony Mooney from the Warrandyte Donvale
Rotary also presented the Warrandyte Food
Bank with a $2000 cheque last month, which
the Food Bank says will go a long way to helping volunteers buy food for those in need.
The charity says the need for food is ongoing,
and welcomes donations of non-perishables
items, such as long life milk, canned food,
pasta and pasta sauce, sugar, flour, coffee and
packets of soup.
People can donate food at the collection bin
at Quinton’s IGA.
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Police catch ‘bag lady’
Thieves stole three hot water units
to the value of $3000.

By RUTH BIRCH and
SCOTT PODMORE

WARRANDYTE police have made a
major breakthrough with the arrest
of a woman who has allegedly stolen
items from local stores in recent
months.
Carrington Crafts in Yarra St had
a bronze statue of a horse and foal
worth $700 stolen one weekend in
early April.
Unfortunately there were no suspects at the time, but an incident
last week and some great work by
our local officers resulted in a search
warrant on a woman’s house in Heidelberg Heights where the discovery
of several stolen goods was made.
Including the bronze statue belonging to Carrington Crafts.
“We seized about three years worth
of stolen goods, some of it identified
from stores in Warrandyte but there
is a lot that hasn’t been identified,”
Warrandyte Police sergeant Stewart
Henderson told the Diary.
“On a recent Saturday she was
hanging around Warrandyte and one
of the shop owners was suspicious,
contacted another shop owner and

nnn

20 seconds later noticed she had
walked out with an extra handbag.”
The incident was reported before Warrandyte police spoke with
another nearby shop and a search
warrant was obtained as a result of
the information. Sgt Henderson said
about 220 items including cosmetics,
clothing, bags, shoes and other items
were seized.
“We have at least $10k worth of
goods, I’d say,” Sgt Henderson said.
“We’re more than happy for people to
contact us if they feel they have had
goods stolen in the past few months.”
nnn
AT some stage overnight between
May 21 and 22 the building site at
the Warrandyte Sporting Club (home
to the Warrandyte football, cricket
and netball clubs) was broken into.

Use green bins correctly
NILLUMBIK residents are being
urged to use their green bins
correctly, with plastic bags, food
packaging, nappies and glass
common contaminants in the
shire’s green waste.
Garden waste and food scraps
recycled in Nillumbik residents’
green bins now goes to a new
purpose-built organics recycling
facility to create compost for
farms, parks and gardens.
Nillumbik shire council is asking
residents to urgently help reduce
contamination by checking you’re

using your bins correctly and encouraging others to do the same.
Then pledge your commitment to
a contamination-free green bin at
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/mypledge
and receive a ‘We put our green
waste to good use’ bin sticker.
Green bins are for garden materials such as clippings, small branches, grass and weeds and food
scraps including fruit, vegetable,
dairy, meat and bones, which can
be wrapped in a small amount of
newspaper or paper towel, but not
in plastic bags or packaging.

ON May 4 there was an altercation
outside the Grand Hotel in Warrandyte. A 20-year-old male from North
Ringwood was later interviewed by
detectives from Manningham CIU in
relation to the assault.
nnn
THROUGHOUT the month of May
police received two reports of cars
being broken into in Warrandyte.
Senior Constable Matt Volk said
residents should remember not to
leave items of value on display and to
ensure cars were locked at all times.
nnn
Police remind residents that any
suspicious activity, day or night,
should be reported to police immediately by calling 000. They also stress
that residents make sure houses and
windows are always kept locked
when vacant and that items of value
are not on display in parked cars.

Back in good hands: Sgt Stewart Henderson with the statue from
Carrington’s Crafts. There are hundreds more stolen items at the station.

Nillumbik survey results are in
By KARLY HICKMAN

THE race to the polls is almost on,
with Nillumbik jumping out of the
gates early to advocate to the pollies on the issues that matter most
to you.
The results of Nillumbik’s Annual Community Survey are in and
indicate that public transport,
road maintenance and traffic management are the most common
issues affecting residents.
“Residents identified 58 separate
issues, however the most common

were public transport (12.4%),
roads maintenance and repairs
(11.2%), road development/access
to the ring road (9.4%) and traffic
management (9.2%)” said Nillumbik mayor Cr Young.
Heeding the community’s call,
Nillumbik met with state and federal Labor members for a briefing
on the priority issues affecting
council and the community.
Nillumbik shire hosted Members
of Parliament Rob Mitchell, Andrew Giles, Danielle Green, Steve

Herber, Jenny Mikakos, Nazih
Elasmar, Brian Tee and ALP candidate Vicki Ward.
The briefing comes as part of
council’s advocacy campaign for
a better deal for Nillumbik in the
lead up to this year’s state election, with council set to meet with
government MPs in June.
Cr Young said Nillumbik council
would also seek state government
funding for a number of priority
projects in Nillumbik in the coming year.

6 Warrandyte Diary

June 2014

Right in the
SPECIAL REPORT

Fire captains Adrian Mullens and Greg Kennedy are presented with a
cheque by Judy Hall of the Rotary Club Warrandyte–Donvale.

Rotary art show
donation makes
a pretty picture
By CHERIE MOSELEN

GRATITUDE was on the menu at
the Grand Hotel Warrandyte last
month when local CFA groups
were handed a $20,000 cheque
from Warrandyte Donvale
Rotary.
About 50 guests applauded
the donation, the result of funds
raised from the club’s 30th annual art show.
Described by art show chairman Tony Mooney as the “flagship of the Rotary year”, the
much-loved exhibition featured
almost 500 works, resulting in
record sales of 77 paintings.
“It’s the first time the club has
given all of the show’s proceeds
to just one group,” Tony Mooney
told the Diary, “but we decided
it would greatly assist the CFA
who do so much for us, under
tough conditions.”
Warrandyte brigade captain
Adrian Mullens, who accepted
the cheque along with South
Warrandyte brigade captain
Greg Kennedy, said the money
would be put toward the purchase of another slip-on tanker
to supplement the town’s fire
fighting assets.
“These rapid intervention vehicles are critical to our efforts
because they get into areas that
a 13-tonne tanker simply can’t
go,” Adrian explained.
Greg Kennedy also rated the
slip-on, advising: “The addition
of another versatile appliance
will be of great benefit to us and
therefore this community.”
He spoke of “stretched resources” as brigades fought the
serious fire that threatened Warrandyte on February 9, citing
the day as one of the worst since
Black Saturday for Victorian firefighters.
“We are very grateful to Rotary

for this donation,” he said.
“It’s great to see Warrandyte
people helping Warrandyte people.”
Guests at the special meeting
included residents from Amersham Drive.
Rob Hammond, who lives close
to homes burned out in the
recently fire affected area, was
warmly acknowledged for raising $700 by putting himself up
as a “tradesman for a day” at the
art show auction.
As well as the cheque presentation, resident artist Walter Magilton made a special donation of
one of his oil paintings, Bushfire
in Warrandyte.
The recipient, Greg Kennedy,
was disappointed to have missed
out on buying the landscape
because he could not attend the
art show opening due to work
commitments.
Walter said he was happy to
paint one similar for the hardworking captain, declaring it
“a great privilege to have one’s
artwork hang in a public space”.
(The painting is most likely to
grace the new fire station commissioned for South Warrandyte).
As a final thank you, Tony
credited the Warrandyte community for the success of the
fund raising venture, making
special mention of: the club’s
strategic partners, art show
judge Chris White, Warrandyte
Café for sharing parking space at
the event, and local high schools
for their support.
Rotary is a worldwide network
that aims to change lives in communities by involving its members in various areas of service.
To learn more about Warrandyte Donvale Rotary visit www.
warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au

Earlier this year fire
destroyed three Warrandyte
properties and almost
swept through the township.
While we realise how
invaluable our brave firies
and emergency services are,
there’s a lot going on behind
the scenes. The Diary’s
MICHELLE PINI caught up
with key players including
chief fire commissioner
Craig Lapsely.
FROM three different vantage points,
the Warrandyte fire in early February
was an exercise in putting extensive
planning to practice.
At 12.18pm, Warrandyte CFA captain Adrian Mullens led the first
crew on the scene. Having received
simultaneous calls from “reliable
sources” including an off-duty CFA
officer and a former team captain,
Mullens’ crew was able to arrive before official word was received from
regional headquarters.
“The predictions we had received
indicated that fire conditions were
to be the worst since Black Saturday,
so we had already prepared for the
full week prior and arrived with our
‘A’ team,” Mr Mullens told the Diary.
Only three minutes later, after making an assessment on the ground,
Mullens sent a message to headquarters: “Make tankers 10.” The quick,
simple message asking for more
appliances hit home.
All the way from Flannery Court to
the chief fire commissioner, those
three words laden with meaning,
conveyed what everyone had feared:
a complex fire in extreme conditions
had struck at the urban interface – in
Warrandyte.
Soon-to-be incident controller
of the Warrandyte fire, regional
director Chris Hardman, was at the
Kangaroo Ground monitoring point
already managing the Mickleham
Road fire to which some Warrandyte
crews and appliances had been sent.
Others had also been directed to the
Gladysdale fire.
“We saw the (Warrandyte) fire
come up on screen and while the
local brigades were fighting, we were
monitoring activity and preparing
ourselves for the worst case scenario,” Mr Hardman said. “We knew any

Craig Lapsely and Ryan Smith in the Diary office. Picture: Michelle Pini

fire would hit hard and fast.”
He explained that when CFA captains transfer control to the incident
control centre due to escalating fire
activity, nothing changes on the
ground except the line of reporting.
The centre coordinates the combined emergency service crews as
well as the preparation of mapping
and fire-spread predictions with
several available resources and a full
warnings and advice team.
They are also responsible for releasing information to the public,
drafting community warnings, advice
and media releases.
Chief fire commissioner Craig Lapsley was already at the State Control
Centre in East Melbourne where
representatives from all relevant
agencies were meeting to discuss
strategy and prioritise resources on
a day when 958 fires burned across
the state in a 24-hour period.
Mr Lapsley described his main job
on the day as coordinating the fire responses of the combined emergency
services and “ensuring operational
ability is effectively utilised on days

of highest fire risk”.
Mr Lapsley has also recently been
appointed as Victoria’s first emergency management coordinator
(effective from July 1), extending his
area of responsibility to include any
emergency.
Although the fire danger index did
not warrant a Code Red classification, that day had been preceded by
multiple total fire ban days and the
anticipated fire conditions were the
worst since Black Saturday.
As is normal procedure during the
extreme fire season (on every day
throughout that period), all applicable agencies came together at the
control centre to plan and prepare,
including the combined emergency
services but also representatives
from Vic Roads, local councils and
education and tourism bodies.
Mr Lapsley explained: “Although
it was not Code Red, we knew it was
going to be a big day. We are resource
rich but the challenge is to make the
most effective use of resources. Our
job is about prioritising and providing a strong line of control without

Be Ready delivers the goods
BE Ready Warrandyte created
much interest and inspired excellent feedback and responses from
all present at the recent 17th Australian Community Engagement and
Fire Awareness Conference (ACEFA)
in Wollongong when South Warrandyte CFA captain Greg Kennedy and
Jodi Clark delivered a compelling,
informative and entertaining presentation.
A video of the presentation can
be viewed via the live stream
http://new.livestream.com/nswrfs/
ACEFA
“We were the only community
group invited to present at the
conference and we presented to all
430-plus delegates in a plenary session,” Jodi told the Diary.
“The presentation focused on the

project purpose, the partnerships
created, our ‘toolkit’ and the challenges we faced along the way. It
was also an opportunity to learn

what is happening in the community engagement space across the
other states of Australia and New
Zealand.”

Fireball to raise the roof at Olivigna
FIREBALL, the highly anticipated
social event for Warrandyte in
2014, has found a home at Olivigna
in South Warrandyte on Saturday,
October 18.
The event will raise money for
Warrandyte’s three Country Fire

Authority brigades as a thank you
from the Warrandyte community in
appreciation of our dedicated firies
and all their hard work each summer. Sponsorships and donations
are being sought to raise “as much
money as possible” for the three

CFA brigades, said Julie Quinton,
one of the organisers of the event.
“A Facebook page has been set up
(search Fireball Warrandyte) which
will help keep people up-to-date
with our progress and ticketing
down the track.”
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line of fire
“Warrandyte residents should treat
fire as an absolute potential threat
they will face. Fire takes away
control of your life and is
destructive in its psychology – you
need to be prepared for that
one day that will change your life.”
– chief fire commissioner
Craig Lapsley

June 2014

Allen & Son Excavation

EXCAVATOR – BOBCAT – DINGO – TIPPER
Trenching
Stump/Post Holes
Site Cuts
Soil/Concrete Removal
Basement Excavation
Retaining Walls
Limited Access Specialist

For all your earth works... call

0435 343 215

STONEHOUSE
GALLERY
exhibition calendar 2014

‘All for One and One for All’ Stonehouse Artists
Launch of new branding for Stonehouse Gallery
JULY 2–31
‘Black & White with a Touch of Red’ Guest artist
		
Michelle Hagger with Stonehouse artists. Etchings
		
and lino cuts depicting Austrlaian flora and fauna.
AUGUST 2–31 ‘Journey Forward’ The Vally Potters.
		
A celebration of 35 years for this creative group.
JUNE 11–30

		

OPEN DAILY 10am–5pm

103 Yarra St, Warrandyte 9844 3629 www.stonehousegallery.com

WARRANDYTE
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Solution to last month’s puzzle:

The surgeon was the injured boy’s mother.

being bureaucratic – it’s about making
and enabling quick decisions.
“We had extreme fire activity in other
areas of the state which put pressure
on appliances. Of course, Warrandyte
is always a high priority because the
potential for disaster is huge.”
An air-crane, for instance – a relative of
‘Elvis’ which is no longer in operation –
remained in Melbourne in anticipation of
fire activity in the metropolitan interface.
As a consequence of that emergency
planning, over 70 appliances, including
major aircraft, were utilised in the Flannery Court incident within an hour and
a half.
Aware of Warrandyte’s vulnerability due
to the extreme conditions, Member for
Warrandyte Ryan Smith was also at the
State Control Centre.
“The response Warrandyte received on
the day despite over 950 fires burning
across the state, demonstrates its priority and prominence on the radar,” Mr
Smith told the Diary.
Inquiries into early reports indicating
an electrical fault as the possible cause
of the Flannery Court fire have not yet
been completed.

CYRIL

The commissioner’s department is
coordinating investigations into the
cause of the Warrandyte fire, along with
16 reviews pertaining to other incidents
across the state, and it is envisaged the
results will be released sometime this
month.
Mr Lapsley confirmed that the findings
of the royal commission were still being
implemented within the allocated tenyear time frame. The first stage of works
pertaining to “cut-outs” of power lines
has been completed.
The commissioner said underground
power was not viable in all circumstances
due to topographical issues, therefore all
fire-risk areas were being mapped with
a range of suppression methods being
considered including devices which cut
power before lines touch the ground.
The commissioner commended the
emergency services of the Greater Warrandyte area, saying they work closely
together despite being in different fire
region classifications and separated by a
river. He also praised Warrandyte’s community driven approach and the many
passionate people involved in education
and planning.

Clyde’s
Conundrum
The Warrandyte Co-op has received three boxes
of fruit. One contains just apples, one contains
just oranges, and one contains a mixture of
both. Each box is labelled — one says “apples”,
one says “oranges”, and one says “apples and
oranges”. However, it is known that none of the
boxes are labelled correctly. How can Doug label
the boxes correctly if he is only allowed to take
and look at just one piece of fruit from just one
of the boxes?
Solution next issue.

Captain Mullens said: “I feel so heavily
for the people who lost their properties
despite our best efforts. But the potential
of what could’ve unfolded – there was no
loss of life and no injuries. We were well
prepared but we were also lucky.”
Mr Hardman praised the reaction of
fire crews: “The first attack mounted by
the CFA crew was extraordinary. In an
inaccessible area, the efforts of fire fighters on the ground resulted in a fantastic
save,” he said.
Mr Hardman also stressed the importance of planning and education and
praised the efforts of WCA and the Be
Ready Warrandyte campaign. “We need
to repeat it and keep repeating it – knowledge is power,” he said.
Although all three men agree that
people are more aware than they were
before Black Saturday, they each stressed
education and awareness for the future.
“Warrandyte residents should treat fire
as an absolute potential threat they will
face,” Mr Lapsley said.
“Fire takes away control of your life and
is destructive in its psychology – you
need to be prepared for that one day as
it will change your life.”

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.)
& Associates
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment

Phone 9844 3071

NEW WEEKEND HOURS
SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D

POSH CULTURE
PROPERTY STYLING
Pre-sale consultancy & styling
Home Staging F Interior Design
poshculture@hotmail.com

Catherine Wilson
0418 591 290

Melbourne

Australia

By PAUL WILLIAMS

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING
REBECCA VAN DER JAGT
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia
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What
a close
shave
FOUR brave boys from Wonga Park
Primary School shaved their heads
for cancer last month as part of
their mission to “make a positive
difference” to the community, specifically Wonga Park and the McGrath
Foundation.
They raised more than $5400, Wonga Park Primary School reports, and
anyone interested can
still donate at the link
provided at the end of
this article.
Before the shave, Kai,
Harr y, Ben and Alex
helped host a morning
tea where a spokesperson from Breast Screening Australia talked
about symptoms, myths
and preventions about
breast cancer. After a
successful morning, one of the local mums checked in for a breast
screening.
The shave was held later and the
boys say it was a great feeling in
knowing what an amazing difference
they have made and are now inspired
to make even more of a difference in
the community when they are older.
Wonga Park Primary School informed the Diary that in 2008 Ben’s
mum, Megan, passed away from
breast cancer. Ben was in Grade 1 at
the time and the community came to-

gether to support Ben and his family.
The school’s newsletter reports:
“We supported his older brother by
helping him host a head shave with
his friends to raise money for Breast
Cancer Australia. The strength of the
community was exceptional and the
boys raised a significant amount of
money. Ben wants to make a difference like his brother.
Ben also has a deeper
motivation – he doesn’t
want any other child to
have to go through what
he and his family went
through. He wants women to understand how
to detect breast cancer
and to know how to act
quickly. Ben also wants
the research to continue
and he is aware they
need money to support this: thus
the reason they are raising money
to send to the McGrath foundation.
Ben’s motivation is moving and he
has unwavering support from his
good friends.”
Cancer Australia figures show that
89.4% of women diagnosed with
breast cancer survive and is eager
to increase this percentage.
If you would like to donate visit
http://mcgrathfoundation.
gofundraise.com.au/page/
WongaParkHeadShave

Hair today, gone
tomorrow:
Wonga Park
Primary School
students Kai,
Harry, Ben and
Alex, raised more
than $5400 for
the McGrath
Foundation
recently when
they shaved their
heads.

Raising funds and hope
in battle against cancer

Pretty proud in pink: Georgia Walker (centre) surrounded by friends at the MCG.

FOR Georgia Walker’s birthday
last year, her friends Ashleigh Hosier and Shona Valentine gathered
a group and started a page on
Facebook to ask friends of Georgia’s to donate money for research
into breast cancer, as her mother
Peta had just been diagnosed with
cancer again.
They hoped to raise $500, but
instead raised about $2800 for the
cause.
Most of these young people were
Uni students and not working
full-time. On Georgia’s birthday
they surprised her and her Mum
with the Facebook page and the
amount they had raised.
For Georgia’s birthday this year,

she met with good friends at the
MCG to participate in the Field of

Women fundraiser for breast cancer on May 10.
As this group was featured on
Channel 7 a few times, Georgia
and her Mum received calls from
everywhere.
Taking part in this fundraiser
was a wonderful and generous
gift from Georgia’s friends and,
more importantly, confirmation
they are there to support her and
her mum, Peta,” Georgia’s proud
father Keith Walker said.
“Knowing that there are so many
people out there doing their best
to eradicate cancer by fundraising
for research, in the hope that one
day we will be rid of this insidious
disease, is of great comfort.”
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One Warrandyte
Redistribution joins both sides of the river

By VAL POLLEY

WHO remembers ‘One Warrandyte’,
a campaign run by the Warrandyte
Environment League (WEL) back in
the 1970s?
The goal was to get all of Warrandyte, both north and south of the
river, incorporated into one area
for governance purposes, rather
than being divided by the Yarra
River. The river has always been
the dividing line, separating the
township into two parts. In local
government this has meant north
of the river falls into one area (now
the Shire of Nillumbik) and south
of the river in another (the City of
Manningham). The river has always
been the dividing line for state and
federal government elections as
well. This has meant that at times
the different portions of the township have been represented, not
only by different representatives
but different political parties, with
various degrees of success.
Several decades on, the principle
of a ‘One Warrandyte’ appears to
be coming true, at least in part.
The recent voting redistribution in
Victoria has seen the boundaries of
the state electoral district of Warrandyte changed to cross the river
and incorporate North Warrandyte.
True, it is only for state elections,
but who knows what future redistributions will bring.
Meanwhile, local member Ryan
Smith, Minister for Environment
and Climate Change and Minister
for Youth Affairs, will be responsible for the whole of the township
in regard to state government
matters.
It would seem likely that the
redistribution has made a safe Liberal-held seat even safer. Safe seats
in election campaigns can be rather
dull as all the activity tends to be
concentrated on marginal seats
where change can be effected. It
was not always thus and Warrandyte has been the subject of some
fierce campaigning in the past. It
would be great to have the kind of
atmosphere crackling with energy
such as when Warrandyte was on
the urban edge of Melbourne and
part of the then federal seat of
Casey. This was a very marginal
electorate in the 1970s and considered a ‘bellwether’ (something that
leads or indicates a trend) seat.
The state seat of Warrandyte,
the area south of the river, was
established in redistribution in
1976 and was considered a marginal seat traditionally. It was first
won by Liberal Norman Lacy who
had transferred from his seat of
Ringwood. He was then defeated in
1982 by Labor’s Lou Hill. Liberal
Phil Honeywood won the seat in
1988, the only Liberal to win a seat
against the trend at that election.
He was the Liberal party’s youngest
MP and served as a minister in the
the Kennett government and later
was deputy leader of the Liberal
Party. Over time the seat became
increasingly a safe Liberal seat and
following his retirement at the 2006
election, fellow Liberal Ryan Smith
contested and easily retained the
seat and has held it since that time.
Warrandyte has had several effective local members, no matter
from which political persuasion.

There are many examples of their
achievements, too numerous to list
but some, such as the Warrandyte
High School resulting from Norman
Lacy’s tenure, remain as a legacy.
Lou Hill was a local resident and
promoted the Warrandyte township
and townscape studies; Phil Honeywood was a great supporter of the
Green Wedge and the uniqueness of
Warrandyte while Ryan Smith has
promoted the redevelopment of the
clubhouse at the recreation reserve
in recent times.
The outcomes for the township
can be diverse; especially given the
area north of the river is often held
by a member of the opposing party.
Sometimes the differences have
worked to the township’s advantage. It will be interesting to see if
benefits envisaged all those years
ago by WEL eventuate. Time will
tell.
Federally the political fortunes
of those contesting the seat south
of the river have also fluctuated.
Once included in the federal seat of
Casey, the electorate saw frequent
changes and see-sawed between
the Labor and Liberal parties.
However redistribution in the
1980s saw the area of Warrandyte
south of the river included in the

very safe Liberal seat of Menzies
where it remains today.
When the balance of the various
seats were more at risk, there was
much more excitement and involvement at election time.
Sir Robert Menzies was the Federal Liberal Prime Minister for 18
years ending in 1966. Sir Henry
Bolte was Liberal Premier of Victoria for 17 years ending in 1972.
Following their departure after
such a long period in office, politics
became much more volatile with
several Liberal governments. Local
political parties became very active
with many local activists raising
issues and encouraging local residents to play a role in changing
the nation or the state through the
ballot box.
During the lead up to the 1972
federal election, local artists such
as Clifton Pugh were involved; he
organising a meeting at his property Dunmoochin where the guest
speaker was interrupted by a pet
wombat that strolled into the room
causing much mirth. That year saw
the election of the Labor Whitlam
Government. In its short life it
ushered in many major changes
and reforms. This was a challenging time in politics with a hostile

senate, refusal of supply and all
kinds of political machinations that
ultimately saw the Whitlam Government dismissed by the then Governor-General Sir John Kerr. After the
dismissal of this government, there
was a protracted period of peace
under a Liberal Fraser government
followed by the reformist Hawke/
Keating Labor years, the economically prosperous Liberal Howard/
Costello time and then the Labor
Rudd/Gillard period. The latter, under the first female Prime Minster,
was a minority government that
faced many difficulties. Today it is
the Liberal Abbott/Hockey government that swept to power in 2013,
though facing a difficult senate with
several minor parties holding balance of power positions.
As personal interface and public
meetings have given way to social
media and the 24 hours news cycle,
it would appear that there is an
ever greater disconnect between
the voter and the members that
serve them.
In local elections it is rare that
voters even meet their candidates.
Postal voting has seen voters having to form their judgment of a candidate’s worth, based on a short
paragraph circulated to them. A

cynicism about politics and politicians has crept in over recent years
that is at odds with the excitement
of, say, the 1972 ‘It’s Time’ election
campaign that galvanized so many
voters from both sides of the political spectrum.
Without compulsory voting it
is doubtful that the standard and
often boring material dropped into
letterboxes would entice voters out
to the polling booths. Thank goodness for the pre-election forums
run by the Warrandyte Community
Association. However, even at
these, candidates tend to stay ‘on
message’ and rarely produce the
kind of fireworks once plentiful at
community meetings.
Still, later this year, for the first
time, the voters of Warrandyte will
all be voting for the same field of
candidates. Many will know the
local sitting member Ryan Smith
who has been working hard for
them and who has had a significant
presence within the community. It
remains to be seen if anyone will
know, or meet, any of the other
candidates vying for their attention. It is doubtful the State Premier
or Opposition Leader will visit the
area to bolster support. Such is life
in a safe electoral seat.

Making sense of new residential zones

By KARLY HICKMAN

WARRANDYTIANS and surrounding
suburbs in Manningham can now
make sense of the new residential
zones at an interactive website.
Manningham council’s new portal
www.newresidentialzones.manningham.vic.gov.au allows you to enter
your address to search your current
zone and the new zone, making it eas-

ier to understand the new arrangements endorsed by council in April.
“The introduction of the newly
named zones will provide more
certainty for local residents and developers,” said Manningham mayor
Cr Jim Grivokostopoulos.
In July last year, planning minister
Matthew Guy introduced new residential zones to reshape Melbourne

and accommodate a growing population.
The Residential Growth Zone
(RGZ), General Residential Zone
(GRZ) and Neighbourhood Residential Zone (NRZ) will be adopted by all
Victorian Councils by July 1.
Manningham council has now
endorsed the preparation of Amendment C105 to introduce the new res-

idential zones into the Manningham
Planning Scheme.
“Although the names of the zones
will change, the overall intent is
that a development that would be
permitted under the current zone
would also be permitted under the
new zones,” Cr Grivokostopoulos
said before pointing out “residential
growth is a reality and with it comes

an increasing demand for more
diversity, affordability and housing
choice”.
“Council needs to plan and manage
how we will respond, in a considered
way, to meet the diversity of demand
within the City driven by new households, changing housing preferences,
affordability, an ageing population
and migration.”

10 Warrandyte Diary

Family
violence
increases
By SHAUN EWART

SOON to be released crime figures
show an increase in reports of family violence by almost 18 percent
in the police service area of Manningham.
Police numbers have also decreased by 15% in the one-year
period, causing the opposition and
anti-domestic violence groups to
question the government’s efforts
to quell the problem.
The shire of Nillumbik has also
seen a 13.4% increase in reportage
of family violence over the past
12 months and an almost 20%
decrease in police.
Labor member for Yan Yean and
shadow minister for the prevention
of family violence, Danielle Green,
criticised the government’s action
as a continuation of failed policies.
“The same policies will just mean
more tragedy,” Ms Green said.
“There’s no way that funding has
kept up at all with the increase in
reporting... there are 60,000 cases
reported each year.”
Ms Green also criticised the government’s neglect of Melbourne’s
north. The region has a high rate of
family violence crimes but was the
only area of the state that didn’t
receive funding for the family violence prevention program.
Despite the rise in reports of family violence, funding to preventative
programs has increased significantly, according to Member for Warrandyte Ryan Smith.
“The opposition says it’s not
enough but it’s a 30% increase
on the previous government,” Mr
Smith said. “So what is enough?”
Mr Smith told the Diary he had
not had anyone from the electorate
of Warrandyte come to him directly
to speak about violence in their
home though he acknowledged it
remained a serious issue.
“Domestic violence does happen,
you’d be foolish to think it isn’t
happening (in Warrandyte).”
The Victorian government has
allocated an additional $22.7million
for programs to reduce family violence over the next four years. The
figure comes on top of the $90million of funding that was allocated in
the 2012 budget.
However, the money provided
by the government was only one
quarter of what Domestic Violence
Victoria chief executive Fiona McCormack believed was necessary.
“It’s like building a new hospital
without the beds or the staff,” Ms
McCormack said. “It’s an absolute
disgrace.”
The Victorian Labor Party has
promised to launch a Royal Commission into family violence if it
wins the November state election.
Opposition leader Daniel Andrews
said the system was broken and
did not protect the vulnerable or
punish the guilty.
“Family violence is a national
emergency and only a Royal Commission will find the answers,” Mr
Andrews said.
“Victims who come forward face
endless waiting lists, an underfunded support network, a police force
that’s under pressure and intervention orders that mean nothing.”
But the proposed Royal Commission would only see money diverted from preventing family violence
and wasted on lawyers, Minister for
Health David Davis said at a press
conference in Bendigo.
“We would actually run the risk
of seeing tens of millions of dollars
squandered on lawyers and barristers... when much of what we know
needs to be done just needs to be
got on with.”
Family violence costs the Victorian economy $3.4 billion a year and
constitutes 40% of police work.
One woman is murdered by her
current or former partner every
week and family violence is the
leading contributor of death and
disability in Australian women
under 45.
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Our girls dine

By CHERIE MOSELEN

WARRANDYTE Neighbourhood
House held its first youth mentoring
event when it hosted an Inspiring
Young Women Dinner as part of
National Youth Week recently.
The special dinner gave 23 young
students the opportunity to be mentored by a group of local business
and experienced women.
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
manager Emma Edmonds told the
Diary she was thrilled to be introducing the inaugural dinner, which has
the theme: Our Voice, Our Impact.
“Inspiring Young Women is about
getting young and experienced
women together to share stories
about the world of work and career
pathways,” she said.
“The event is focused around information and knowledge sharing,
connecting young people to their
community, and inspiring them with
a ‘can do’ attitude.”
Emma said the motivational initiative struck a personal chord with her.
“When I was 16, I dropped out of
study and was apprehensive about
what lay ahead for me. I remember it
as quite a depressing time,” she said.
“Fortunately I found a job and
eventually went back and studied to
get the grades I needed for Uni, but
an evening like this would have been
helpful to me as a 16-year-old.”
Australian Bureau of Statistic figures released recently showed Australia’s unemployment rate jumped
to 6% for the first time in more than
a decade, making the outlook particularly dismal for young people
looking for work.
Figures estimated 22% of 23-yearolds were not fully engaged in education, employment or training, with
females more likely to not be fully
engaged (28%) than males (17%).
Last year, a University of Queens-

land education forum on participation in the workforce identified
gender barriers for young women
and suggested a number of steps
to overcome them. These included:
widening of school based career education to ensure girls get exposure
to a range of careers and the opportunity to explore them; and school
based programs creating links with
local employers, non-government
associations, individual women, and
the wider community among others.
Most young women attending the
mentoring event (aged 15-17 years)
were selected from Warrandyte High
School, with several from the broader community.
Mentors offered tips to students
from their own work experiences.
O p e r a t i o n s m a n a g e r Te re s a
McLelland suggested the young
women “try different things, possibly
through volunteering, in order to

taste-test a vocation first”.
Teresa said she was pleased to
have been asked along as a mentor
as it gave her an opportunity to meet
young people in the community, and
the chance to reflect on her own
career path and share what she had
learnt.
Along with the mentors, two motivational speakers engaged the
guests.
Kim Wooldridge, a midwife and
former soldier, shared her affection
for both the army and the birthing
ward with an entertaining flair for
costume drama.
Meanwhile, young up and coming
chef Zoe Bircher (recently featured
in The Age) gave an insightful talk
that balanced passion alongside
hard work.
Warrandyte High student Zoe
Bishop (Year 9) told the Diary she
thought the evening was “a great way

to make contact with Warrandyte
women who do all different types
of work”.
Likewise, Chloe Davies (Year 11)
said of Zoe Bircher’s speech: “It was
great to get someone’s real life experience and confirmation of what a
job is really like. I would recommend
it (the evening) for girls my age,
definitely.”
Early in the evening, Emma thanked
Minister for Youth Affairs and Member for Warrandyte Ryan Smith for
helping to secure funding for the
evening. Mr Smith, who attended the
dinner, described the event as a great
opportunity for young women to be
connected to the local community.
“This is a night for young people
to be career coached and supported to build on skills, improve their
education and employment options,
and hear the insights of others that
have paved the way,” Mr Smith said.

forum entitled “Australia’s Climate
and Energy Dilemma – the Case for
Emergency Action”.
Climate change is not without
controversy and Ian Dunlop is not
averse to controversy. Ian is a former international oil, gas and coal
industry executive who chaired the
Australian Coal Association in 198788 and the Australian Greenhouse
Office Experts Group on Emissions
Trading from 1998-2000. He was
CEO of the Australian Institute of
Company Directors from 1997-2001,
and is currently Director of Australia21, Chairman of Safe Climate
Australia, a Member of the Club of

Rome, and Fellow of the Centre for
Policy Development. He brings his
expert knowledge of the fossil fuel
industry to fostering a change in direction for Australian industry. His
address will be followed by a Q&A
session including Iain and Carol
Ride, convener of Psychology for a
Safe Climate.
Forum Time and Place: Thursday,
June 26 at 7.30pm, Function Room
2, Manningham Civic Centre, 699
Doncaster Rd, Doncaster.
See www.agrandstandforthe
environment.org/events-1
Julie James
Alan Place, Warrandyte

Climate change emergency forum

Dear Diary,
WARRANDYTE residents and
community groups have long been
involved in conserving and protecting our environmental heritage.
For many the escalating impact of
climate change increases the urgency of our concerns. But we cannot
deal with the local impact without
supporting the broader environmental movement.
Manningham and Nillumbik
councils sponsor a wide variety
of awareness raising and practical
activities, involving Warrandyte
residents. Manningham is again
supporting a forum sponsored

dear diary
Letters to the Diary on local
topics are welcome. They may
be edited for reasons of style,
length or legality.

by a Grand (as in grandparents)
Stand for the Environment Inc., a
locally-based group of (mainly senior) citizens concerned about the
impact of climate change on future
generations.
On June 26 Grand Stand will feature Ian Dunlop in a community

Do we really need another petrol station?
Dear Diary,
Thank you so much for the article in last month’s edition (‘Locals
split on new station site’).
I couldn’t help but think that it
is downright insulting for Axiom
Architects to assume Warrandyte
residents are so gullible as to believe that those images published
(artist impressions) provide a genuine representation of what the
property will really look like from
each frontage. Unbelievable.
All you have to do is look at any
petrol station, for example United
Petrol in Reynolds Road near The
Pines Shopping Centre, and many
others to get the real image. Not
quite so unassuming, sleepy, neat
and sleek.
And Warrandyte really needs
a petrol station and food outlet
opened 24/7? Do we have any other 24/7 businesses in Warrandyte?
When we already have a service
station which is only 3km from
the Warrandyte township and
could not support the other two,
we objected to the over-development at 44- 46 Yarra St for a petrol
station which would, by comparison, be more suitable given it
originally was a petrol station, we

objected to the commercialisation
of Warrandyte with the proposed
advertising splashed all over the
bus stop shelters and objected to
Vodafone’s proposed telecommunications tower, I shake my head
in horror at this latest proposed
development.
All the grounds for objecting to
the Vodafone Tower at Taroona
Avenue by Warrandyte residents
are even more relevant in this
instance. For many of us, particularly those who live in and
around Yarra St near Harris Gully
Rd, Blair St and Cemetery Rd, this
development with all its hazards,
entry and exit points, and 24/7, is

going to completely destroy our
way of life and destroy our right
to quiet enjoyment of our properties.
Personally, I did not move to
Warrandyte 21 years ago to have
this type of development literally
on my front doorstep and I certainly don’t appreciate such blatant disregard to everything that
Warrandyte represents.
Again, many thanks for keeping
us all informed of what is happening in and around our community.
A very valuable and welcomed
publication.
Rosie Pane
Warrandyte

Warrandyte – it’s all gold
My non-Warrandyte friends don’t
always understand my obsession
with my community so here is a
snapshot of why I love this area...
On Saturday I went down to local
Goldfields to shop. Had a good chat
with old Warrandyte basketball
friends in the butchers, was served
by one of my boy’s Anderson’s Creek
school friends in the chemist, had
a coffee with an old friend I met
through our local scouts at White
Owl Cafe owned by former kinder
and school mums, in IGA chatted
with neighbours, was helped by
friend’s sons working there, served
by ex-kinder boy (now 21!), outside
had a sausage at Warrandyte Primary
School’s sizzle, being served by the
principal and ex-kinder children, got
hugs from old and current parents
and children, and along with our local vet and a local restaurant owner,
I listened to talented ex-kinder girl
busking for the school. To top it all
off, on the way home traffic stopped
by the river to let two ducks cross
the road... now this is why I love
Warrandyte!
How blessed I am to live here.
Meegan Hall
(Yarra Warra Kinder teacher)
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out on inspiration
ORE than 30 years ago
after the 1970s recession, Warrandyte found
itself in the grip of
unemployment before
uniting in a community effort that
led to an exciting experiment: the
Warrandyte Community Workshop
Cooperative Limited (Co-op).
The Co-op set up a wood yard, a
mud-brick making business and a
childcare centre.
It ran a labour exchange system,
youth coffee chop, citizens’ advice
bureau (now Information Warrandyte) and finally secured funding
for an organisation to carry on its
work of supporting community. Its
legacy, Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House (WNH), has filled that role
for 24 years. Twelve months ago
“the House” took on a new manager.
Diary reporter Cherie Moselen
popped in to find Emma Edmonds
well and truly on the job.
Cherie M: Hi Emma. How are
you enjoying working in the renovated Warrandyte Community
Centre?
Emma E: It’s fantastic! Going
through the relocation process
was a little challenging, lots of
hair pulling (laughter) with all the
packing and unpacking. Still, it was
all worth it to finally have better access so people could find us more
easily. The committee was so supportive, I can’t speak highly enough
about the work everyone put in.
This place couldn’t operate without
its hard-working volunteers.
It is great to finally see the
House with street frontage.
Yes, we’re really pleased with
the space council has created for
us. Our prior location meant many
residents didn’t know we existed,

but dedicated committees and
innovative coordinators kept the
House going in spite of this difficulty. Every time I look up at that quilt
(an impressive wall hanging that
depicts the history of Warrandyte)
I’m reminded of why I always wanted to work in the Neighbourhood
House movement.
And why is that?
I just love what they do. They are
community managed grass-roots
organisations, which support and
include so many people. The initiative for that wall hanging came
from one of the House’s “founding
mothers”, Jean Chapman. Co-ordinator Karen Throssell brought it
to life, and when I took over about
60 people were involved in making
it. Some have a long history here
but can’t come in any more due
to illness. This piece is a reminder
to me of their connection to the
House and what can be achieved
when a community comes together
to work collaboratively.
Speaking of achievements, what
has the House been involved in
this past year?
Scenes on the Yarra was probably the biggest event in terms of
numbers – about 200 people. WNH
formed a partnership with a young
arts graduate to promote her
vision, which was to create a Yarra
River-based storyline. Local artists,
environmental experts and keepers
of Indigenous knowledge came in
for an intensive five-day workshop.
It was great to introduce them to
what the House offers as a community resource. The Sunday-night
walking performance was fantastic
and we’ve had brilliant feedback
from those who took part.
WNH runs adult education classes day to day. It must be gratifying
to mix things up by hosting a

Big impact: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House manager Emma Edmonds.

novel event like ‘Scenes’.
Our aim is to promote connectedness and this event brought together a varied group of people. But the
classes do the same thing and are
the lifeblood of our operation. The
House will always stay true to its
goal of providing opportunities for
life-long learning.
The way we go about things may
have changed a little – like using
Facebook to update and increase
our communication – but our
ideology is the same. We recently
hosted an Inspiring Young Women
evening that was all about supporting youth, which harks back to the

very genesis of this Neighbourhood
House.
Some of those young women
would never have been here.
Most of them! It was a great
opportunity to introduce these
students to WNH and help them
realise the community centre belongs to them too. That’s why we
hosted the dinner here and not in a
restaurant, which would have been
much easier.
So, are more people finding you?
Yes, enrolments are up. I think the
library helps bring in new faces.
And it means another partnership
for us, which is important in our

aim to connect with community
groups as well as individuals.
To remain relevant Neighbourhood Houses have to reflect the
needs of their communities, so
what can Warrandyte look forward to?
We want to build on the family
activities we are now offering (Go
Girls club for 7 to 12 year olds,
Playgroup, Preschool dance and
music). We’ve been talking to local police about the possibility of
running a blue light disco here and
Warrandyte High about expanding
our Inspiring Young Women event.
I have also met with the WCA to
see where we might help with their
Heat, Fire and Frailty project. We’ll
be looking at more ways to grow
the idea of “loving, living, and learning local”. At the moment we’re
talking about a food swap, where
locals can get together and swap
excess produce from their gardens
and share ideas.
And the House has an important
milestone coming up?
It is the 25th anniversary next October, so we will be planning some
special events to celebrate.
It sounds like things are going
well.
More people across all age groups
are connecting through the Neighbourhood House. It is really exciting and I love being part of it. You
could say it’s my dream job!
Thanks Emma.
Warrandyte Neighbourhood
House is located in the Community Centre and is open every
day from 9am to 4pm (except for
Fridays when the office closes at
12pm).
For information visit: www.
warrandyteneighbourhood
house.org.au or phone: 9844
1839.
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Wellers is rocking
Kangaroo Ground

review
By MICHELLE PINI

F you live in the greater Warrandyte area and live music
is your thing, then forget the
Corner Hotel (too far), Rod
Laver Arena (too crowded)
or the Palace (no longer operating)
and take a short drive to Wellers of
Kangaroo Ground to cure the winter blues and caress your senses
with a nice meal and sweet music.
Even mid-week, which can seem
like a big effort, top Australian
musicians play to a packed house
in a cozy, relaxed and unpretentious setting.
On the night fellow Diary reporter
Cherie Moselen and I went along,
we were treated to the pure, baritone sounds and untamed sex
appeal of Tex Perkins, accompanied by Charlie Owen’s crisp,
resonant guitar tones.
Sprinkling breaks between songs
with his mischievous, suggestive
charm, Perkins joked about the intense heat of the stage lighting, but
managed to raise the temperature
in the room by oozing intimacy
with every song.
A menu of mainly comfort-style
food is prepared with care, served
on time (top acts won’t be kept
waiting) and complemented by a
small, but considered wine list,
which pays tribute to the Yarra
Valley.
Or, you can have an early dinner
at home and turn up just for the
show and a few after-dinner drinks
from the well-stocked bar.
Icon acts coming to Wellers include: Joe Camilleri and the Black
Sorrows, Diesel, Mark Seymour and
Wendy Matthews.
Wellers is open Wednesday to
Sunday from Noon till late. Phone
9712 0266 or visit www.wellers.
com.au for more information.
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Diary bites
with Basil Fettucine

SUNDAY ROASTS
IT’S a Grand Hotel with a grand new
winter menu, so it should come as no
surprise innovative head chef Brad
Hawker is also now serving up the
traditional Sunday roast lunch with
a grand reception. Brad, who spent
over four years cooking up a storm
in England, says it’s not “the normal
run-o’-the-mill roast you would find in
your typical pub”. The traditional Sunday roast is a passion he has missed
since being back in Melbourne and
he’s serving the roast, which changes
weekly, with all the trimmings that you
would expect if you were in an English
pub on a Sunday. As an example, one
recent offering was slow roasted beef
sirloin with Yorkshire pudding, to-diefor roast potatoes and pumpkin with
Brussels sprouts.

GRAND RENOVATION
WHILE on the subject of the Grand
Hotel, the pub’s kitchen reno starts
on Monday (June 16) and will temporarily move into Lobosco’s during
that time. “We will be open for normal
business and there’ll be no noticeable
distractions to our customers while
undergoing the renovation,” general
manager Peter Appleby said. “It will
be the first new kitchen in over 50
years at the pub and the end result
will be state of the art, allowing us to
offer our customers more variety and
speedier service.”

BEN’S SPICY TREATS
WHO caught celebrity chef and
Warrandytian Ben Cooper shine on
TV show Masterchef recently? Up
against one of the best contestants
in a chilli cook off, our Ben took a
risk with a spicy stew, weaving his
magic in the kitchen and completely
nailing a winner with high praise from
the judges. Big Ben also told Diary
Bites he caught up with superchef
Heston Blumenthal last month and
had the honour of cooking for him at
famous Melbourne restaurant Chin
Chin where Ben is head chef. “I was
blown away to be able to cook for
him, he’s amazing and a legend of our
industry,” Ben said. But did Heston
approve? “He absolutely loved it.”
The local mohawked top gun chef
has also launched a new restaurant
called Kong in Church St Richmond,
which specialises in utilising barbecue
techniques in what is a mix of both
Japanese and Korean styles. Several
Warrandyte locals joined him for the
launch recently (pictured) and came
away with plenty of positives to report
on the food being served up. Find
more at https://www.facebook.com/
kongbbq
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AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC

Treatment for acute and chronic muscular problems
Headaches & Migraines
Neck & Shoulder Pain
Sciatica & Back Pain

Heel Spurs & Sprains
Tennis / Golf Elbow
Hip and Knee Pain

A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning muscles,
tendons and ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte 9844 5495

Warrandyte

INVITATION TO JOIN US FOR A
“TASTE OF SPAIN BANQUET”
Friday 4 and Saturday 5, July
For Dinner and a complimentary glass of wine
$45 per person

Cocoa Moon Café is opening its doors on the first weekend of each month
with a different culinary experience on the menu every time.

Reservations: 9844 5081
info@cocoamoon.com.au
166 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Like us on Facebook and check out our menu
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Meet the skate park transformers
By MITCHELL HALL

ARRANDYTE residents
would have noticed a
fresh coat of paint on
the bathroom block
next to the skate
park by now, but not just any average coat of paint. Despite Friday’s
attempt by “taggers” to deface it,
council jumped to attention and
restored it and Warrandyte Police
were right on the trail of the culprits
at the time the Diary went to print.
As part of a community project
called Warrandyte Street Art, Manningham council welcomed teens
and young adults between the ages
of 13 and 24 to attend the workshop
that was held at the park early last
month. The group participated in
designing a mural for the skate park
under the watchful guidance of professional Indigenous urban artist,
Reko Rennie, who has commissioned
large-scale murals across the globe.
Reko said the skate park mural was
“one of the most rewarding projects
he has ever facilitated”.
The 15 young people designed
and painted the vibrant mural, in
the hope it will stop graffiti and vandalism in the park and promote the
space as a fun, safe and welcoming
community facility.
The program was a joint venture
between Manningham council and
Neighbourhood Watch Australia,
both groups putting $6000 each into
the effort.
On May 17 and 18, Reko and all the
participants in the workshop met at
the skate park to paint their finished
design.
Anissa Gracie, community safety
officer for Manningham council, was
there helping to supervise the event.
“The area was being tagged a
lot, so we (the council) thought
we should re-brand it and make it
uniquely Warrandyte,” Anissa said.
She explained that the initial design
consisted of the word ‘Warrandyte’
written in a bold font with a painting
of the Yarra River running through
it, along with the additional designs
added by the children.
The design also incorporates
the Pound Bend river shape and
repetitive line work, which reflects

Small thing
with such a
big impact

the traditional line drawings of the
Wurundjeri people who once lived in
Warrandyte.
“They picked the images they’d
stencil themselves. So one girl’s chosen to paint a tree, another boy over
there is painting a bird. It’s all things
they find meaningful to Warrandyte.
Everything’s very symbolic.”
Reko, the artist helping the kids
with the mural, spoke to the Diary
about the project.
“The council had an idea about a
basic design they wanted. We workshopped it with the kids,” Reko said,
adding how great it was to see the
kids working on their own designs
independently, each taking initiative,
as well as helping each other out.
“Credit to the kids, they came
up with a lot of ideas of what they
thought represented Warrandyte.
Things like its history, the community, local sports, the CFA, flora and
fauna. Whatever they felt was important to Warrandyte. They made
all the stencils themselves.”
One of the girls involved, Natalie
Canargo, was painting her dog,
Pingo. She explained that Pingo
had been in an accident with a car.
Luckily, though, it happened right
outside the local vet’s. Pingo lost her
tail, but thanks to the veterinarians
is on the way to making a full recovery and even showed up to oversee
Natalie’s work and to make sure she
captured Pingo’s likeness. Natalie
said her design was a dedication to
the vets in appreciation of all the
great work they do.
Manningham mayor, Cr Jim
Grivokostopoulos, thanked the volunteers and local organisations who
supported the community project.
“This mural was only made possible with the help of the Warrandyte
Uniting Church, Warrandyte IGA,
Warrandyte Diary and the many
volunteers from Manningham Neighbourhood Watch.”
Manningham council and Manningham Neighbourhood Watch
will proudly unveil their joint youth
based arts project at the Warrandyte
Skate Park in the near future.

By KAREN THROSSELL

Pictures:
STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Hey Ben Jones, we salute you, Digger
Words and main picture
by BILL MCAULEY

HEN I was a boy, Ben
Jones always seemed
to be somewhere in
the background, a gentle man quietly going
about his business. I played footy in
the juniors and Ben was there in a
white jacket waving the flags as he
stood in the cold and bitter winter rain
week after week, doing his duty as a
goal umpire for the footy club.
Later when I played seniors, Ben
was there again, working hard as a
trainer as he rubbed liniment into my
cramping legs at half-time. I can also
remember Ben marching in the Anzac
Day Parade in the early 1970s.
Ben never owned a driver’s license
and just walked everywhere, that’s
how he’s moved around the town all
these years, shank’s pony. Hardly a
day went by without seeing the tall
man strolling down Yarra St, perhaps
on his way to the footy club or to sell
Remembrance Day poppies outside
the supermarket.
“I never drove anything in my life,
never had an inkling to drive,” says
Ben, chuckling. “And I’m still walking
everywhere.”
That’s the thing about Ben, he is
a constant and as perennial as the

Yarra River. Even today he is seen
on a daily basis somewhere around
the town as he quietly goes about
the business of outliving most of his
amazing generation.
Benjamin Hector Jones was born
92 years ago in Rushworth where he
spent his childhood. He moved to
Warrandyte in 1953 and within a year
of arriving he had met and married
his wife Jean (nee Chapman, pictured
left).
Ben’s face lights up as he talks about
his first meeting with Jean.
“I was on the bus one day and I
overheard Jean telling a friend that
she would like to go to the pictures
but had nobody to take her. Although I
was a couple of rows back I immediately piped up and said, ‘I’ll take you’. She
said righto and that’s how it started.”
That marriage and union produced
seven children, from oldest to youngest they are Judy, Karen, Helen, Kevin,
Brenda, Gary and Sandy. Sadly, Jean
passed away in 2008 from renal failure.
“We saw 53 Christmas’s out together,” Ben said. “It was pretty bad when
she died. Although I struggle with
the words to describe her, I can say
she was a bloody good wife and my
best mate.
“She did all the money work and
business and was a loving and caring
mother.” Ben still connects with his
best mate Jean and visits her gravesite
at Warrandyte Cemetery at least once
a week. Today, Ben has 16 grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren.

“By the time this story comes out
there will be another great grandchild
born,” he says, smiling.
Ben worked as a farm labourer in the
early days and later worked for the
Public Works. In 1960 local contractor
Austin “Ozzie” Beat recognised Ben’s
work ethic and put him on as a local
“Garbo” for the next 10 years. In 1971
Ben was involved as a passenger in a
motor accident and badly broke his
hip. He never worked full time again
apart from some casual cleaning and
gardening work.
“I was a jack of all trades and master
of none,” Ben quipped.
Ben has had a special association
with the Warrandyte Football Club. He
played for 10 years, was a goal umpire
for 10 years and then a timekeeper
with the seconds for 10 years. He
then graduated to another 15 years
as timekeeper for the first grade team.
Ben pulled on the boots for the last
time at the age of 48.
“The team was short of players one
Saturday,” Ben said. “So I nailed some
stops into my normal shoes and took
to the field to make up the numbers. I
got a few kicks too.”
Ben tells the Diary about the day he
collected 49 kicks during a match in
the seconds.
“We were getting a thrashing and I
was full back. They kicked 39 behinds
on the day so I had to kick in 39 times
plus I got 10 other kicks on the day,”
Ben said.
“The most kicks I ever had in one

match!” Ben and his son Kevin have
given service to the WFC for a record
59 consecutive years.
He served in WW2 after joining the
army in 1941. Nowadays Ben is also a
permanent fixture on April 25 and has
been marching in the local Anzac Day
parade since 1972. He is the last WW2
member of the Warrandyte RSL to take
part in the march.
In April this year, Ben’s great granddaughter Sarah marched proudly arm
in arm with Ben (right) as the bagpiper
led the procession past the village
shops and a crowd of enthusiastic
onlookers.
“I won’t forget this year’s march
because Sarah was with me,” Ben said.
Most people know Ben from seeing
him sitting outside the supermarket
selling Anzac Day badges and Remembrance Day poppies.
“I started selling the badges 28
years ago. These days I collect around
$10,000 a year from the sale of the
badges and poppies. I love the local
people, every bugger seems to know
one another and they seem happy.”
A budding poet was once inspired
by seeing Ben selling badges outside
the IGA and penned a poem that she
presented to him. The poem has pride
of place on Ben’s living room wall and
somehow sums up his attitude to his
past war comrades.
“I love doing it and I’m still helping
my war buddies,” Ben said. “Once
you’re in uniform you’re mates whether you know one another or not.”

As if in answer to a bugle call,
Twice each year outside the mall,
An old digger makes his stand,
Armed with poppies and tin in hand.
He bunkers down on borrowed chair,
Smokes his fag and his tired eyes stare.
Surely he can see his mates,
Those gone ahead to take the gates,
Still dressed in desert and jungle green,
Strong they stand and young and keen,
Now all about him rallied round,
As again their mate holds his ground,
This digger’s fight not over yet,
He stands his watch.
Lest we forget.

WE have done so well making
Warrandyte free of plastic bags
… almost.
Early last year our community
showed how much it cares for
our environment both locally
and globally by chucking the
plastic bag habit for the most
part. For a while you could see
locals in their droves walking
into Quinton’s IGA clutching
their new jute recyclable carry
bags.
But, unfortunately, it’s like
dieting. You’re strong at first
but it’s easy to slip back into old
habits.
It may be a case you forget to
put your green or jute bags back
into the car and perhaps some
of the staff occasionally forget to
ask you, or automatically offer
you that plastic bag. Meat? Plastic bag. Flowers? Plastic bag. Too
many items for your small jute
bag? Plastic bag.
Why not put the lot in?
The team at WarrandyteCAN
know that sudden changes in
habit are hard to maintain without reminders, and so here it is.
Just a gentle one offering a few
pointers about why such a small
act (reducing the number of
plastic bags in the environment)
can be such a powerful help to
the environment:
Plastic bags are used for an
average of just 7-20 minutes, but
they last in our environment
for 400-1000 years. Aussies use
enough plastic bags to circle the
earth 42 times per year.
Every year thousands of animals and birds die because of
plastic bags. They include marine animals and birds including
turtles, seals, whales, dolphins,
fish, and birds from the albatross to little penguins and platypus. We regularly see plastic
bags littering the Yarra River.
Plastic bags are serial killers.
Because they last in the environment for hundreds of years, a
single plastic bag can kill many
animals. They also clog drains
and can contribute to flooding.
Plastic bags are made of oil
or natural gas by-products.
Most are made overseas. Their
production, transportation and
disposal produce greenhouse
gases, which damage our atmosphere, contributing to global
warming. Bringing your own bag
helps stop this pollution being
generated.
Plastic bags are entering our
food chain.They eventually begin to break down into smaller
pieces that are eaten by fish,
which are then eaten by us.
We need your help in making
our campaign more effective.
WarrandyteCAN has designed
a short survey (www.surveymonkey.com/s/CHG92LD) about
our initial ‘No Plastic Bags for
Warrandyte’ campaign. What aspects of the campaign were most
effective? Please let us know so
we can improve our tactics.
As well as packing your supply
of green jute bags into your car
(it does become a habit eventually) you can help us by filling in
our survey. Just go to the Warrandyte CAN website (www.
warrandytecan.com.au) and
give us five minutes of your
time. Remember every small
step helps.
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Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

Osteopathy is a
gentle approach
to restoring health
and is suitable for
treating all age
groups, including
new-born infants,
children and the
elderly

For conditions such as...
l back pain
l neck pain
l headaches
l plantar faciitis and other foot pain
l sports injuries
l pain with pregnancy
l hip/knee/shoulder pain

and many more

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Olivia Rimington
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko
Dr Paul Proimois

ONLINE BOOKING NOW AVAILABLE

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients

Warrandyte Osteopathy 9844 2465
Ringwood Osteopathy
9870 4924

OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

www.osteopathmelbourne.org
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One Act Plays
WINTER is here and that
means the Warrandyte Theatre Company’s production
of One Act Plays is also just
around the corner – from
June 26 to July 5.
This year there are four
plays on offer including Dock
Brief by John Mortimer, Cicatrice by Mark Lucas, Writer’s
Block by Lauren Dunlop and,
back by popular demand,
Universal Language by David
Ives, which is being staged by
the Warrandyte Youth
Theatre Company.
All four plays are then going
on the road to compete in
various One Act Play festivals
throughout Victoria.
“We have some wonderful
new talented young actors
treading the boards for the
first time with the company,”
WTC’s Lisa Upson told the
Diary.
One of these is 10-year-old
Jaz Harwood, a student at
Anderson’s Creek Primary
School who picked up the acting bug after starring as Cinderella in the school’s production of Roald Dahl’s Revolting
Rhymes. She is also a member
of the Kidz Act drama company and says she would like to
be an actress and an author
when she leaves school. Jaz
really loves to perform and
in this play she is playing a
boy, something, she says, she
doesn’t mind.
“Any character is a good
character,” according to Jaz.
So come and enjoy some
wonderfully entertaining
theatre and of course a bowl
of warming soup.
Dates for the production are
June 26, 27 and 28 and July
3, 4 and 5. Bookings through
Trybooking or visit http://
warrandytehallarts.asn.au/
theatre

Festival fun night
should be someFling special
By CHERIE MOSELEN

Picture: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Magic at St Stephens
MAGICIAN and balloon artist Sam Hume impressed the children with his skills recently
at the St Stephen’s Anglican Church family
service and lunch.
People of all ages and backgrounds are invited to join in the fun at these special services
and community lunches on the fourth Sunday
of each month.
St Stephen’s will also be hosting a Magic Show
on June 28 at 7.30pm featuring Sam, an award
winning magician. The proceeds from the evening will go towards the building fund and the
Asylum Seekers Centre. Tickets are available
at: trybooking.com/85647

May Day brunch shouts for $1200
By TRICIA BARRETT

FUELLED by a delicious “Mayday” brunch
at Warrandyte Community Church, local
women “collectively shouted” against the
exploitation of girls and women as sexual
objects in media, advertising and popular
culture.
This important issue affects our girls,
boys, wider community and society. At the
brunch, the women were alerted to the
depth of the problem, and guided on what
they can do about it.
Catherine Gerhardt, of Kidproof Safety, said the event was inspiring and
thought-provoking.
“As a mother it is crucial that we understand the implications of sexploitation on
our children. As a safety educator, I loved
the awareness and topics that the session
highlighted; it gave us all a great place
to start having conversations with our
children about the mixed messages media
gives. Let’s empower ourselves and kids
with the right information so we can all
start making better choices.”
Warrandyte Community Church was
delighted to raise much-needed funds for
Collective Shout, giving $1200 towards programs pertinent to children and schools.
“Warrandyte is a special place that values
dignity and respect for all. We can Collectively Shout to keep it that way, and hope

others will hear it as well,” Lin Mealy says.
Collective Shout is an activist organisation
that works to repair the image of women,
and operates by empowering people to act
against denigration of women wherever it
occurs in public media.
Anyone interested in more information
is advised to watch the DVD Too Sexy, Too
Soon from Melinda Tankard Reist and visit
collectiveshout.org.

GET ready for a good time this
Saturday with preparations well
under way for festival committee
fundraising event, The Warrandyte
Fling.
Organisers are encouraging the
community to ditch the winter
woollies and throw on some party
gear for a night of music and dancing at the Mechanics Institute Hall.
The Fling will feature local entertainers Heather Jameson and The
Riffmasters, Vocal Agents a capella
group, with light show by Hugh
McSpedden.
Committee member John Boyle
used the word “frivolity” to describe the evening he says will
also be an important night for volunteers who work tirelessly to put
the festival on each year.
“It’s a chance for us to get together in a social way rather than just
coming together at our monthly
committee meetings,” John told the

Diary. “We’re a fun bunch, so this is
a great opportunity to enjoy a meal
and a dance with each other, and
everyone else that comes along.”
Funny man and former local
Martin Walker will keep everyone
entertained as MC for the night,
which also promises door prizes
for lucky ticket holders.
Partygoers can also get their own
special groove on when the lovely
Sanett takes them through her
dance moves – bound to bring the
cameras out.
The event starts at 8pm, Saturday
June 14, and goes until the wee
hours.
The venue: Mechanics Institute
Hall, Cnr Yarra and Mitchell streets.
Please note: Flingers will need to
bring their own supper and drinks.
Tickets $15 online via TryBooking trybooking.com/FALD or $20
at the door. For inquiries contact
John Boyle on 0409 561 283.
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Vanilla Orchid
is turning 4.
The staff at Vanilla Orchid wish
to say thank you for the support
and love from the people of
Warrandyte. It has been a privilege
to not only serve you but to meet
you all. How wonderful to be a part
of this great community.
We hope to see on Friday 4th
of July when we celebrate our
fourth birthday dinner.
DUNCAN, JULIA AND
THE VANILLA ORCHID STAFF

OPEN
Tuesday to Saturday, 5.30pm to 10pm
Sunday, 11am to 10pm
Dine In and Takeaway
Licensed and BYO (wine only)

188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
(opposite the Bakery)

Phone 9844 5778

www.vanillaorchid.com.au
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Diary goes global

Cabins, camping, kids’ parties... Crystal Brook Tourist Park is a destination with the lot.

Crystal palace
of the bush

By SCOTT PODMORE

CABIN accommodation and camping
experiences have become the most
popular form of travel for Australians
in recent times and nearby Crystal
Brook Tourist Park is one place that’s
not missing out on all the action, especially when it comes to the influx
of locals staying there.
In the past, Crystal Brook Tourist
Park has largely gone unnoticed over
the years by many who live here – it’s
tucked away off the road opposite
Beasley’s and known as much for being a peaceful little sanctuary for the
resident wildlife including rabbits,
ducks, rosellas, kookaburras and
lorikeets as it is for visitors staying
in caravans, cabins or tents.
But Crystal Brook’s Robyn Pearce
says the holiday park has “well and
truly” become a part of the Greater
Warrandyte community in the past
12 months.
Aside from making a decision to
become actively involved in hosting
Open Days to allow the broader
community a chance to discover this
little hidden “escape just around the
corner”, it also sponsors Run Warrandyte, holds children’s birthday
parties, and, of course, offers the
major prize for the Diary’s extremely
popular ‘Diary Goes Global’ competition which includes a weekend in
a deluxe cabin for one lucky winner.
And there are loads to choose from
when we draw the winner’s name
next month!
But there are plenty more reasons
why locals are taking notice of

beautiful Crystal Brook, according to
Robyn, not the least being the perfect
retreat while renovations are taking
place at home.
“It’s funny, we’ve had so many
families stay in our cabins while
their floors are being sanded and
stained, or other works,” Robyn told
the Diary.
“They treat it like a little adventure
escape, even though they’re only a
kilometre or two away from home.”
Given Warrandyte is an area filled
with dog lovers, Crystal Brook even
has pet-friendly dedicated cabins
so your pet pooch can enjoy the
escape, too.
Other reasons it’s becoming a hot
spot is the budget-friendly rates for
family and friends who are visiting
for special functions or catch-ups,
parties and weddings. Otherwise
it’s a great destination to park their
wheels knowing they have quick
access to either the city in one direc-

tion or the Yarra Valley attractions
in the other.
“I think the fact we offer something
totally different from a hotel or motel
is making parks like ours stand out
as preferred option,” Robyn said.
“For starters, the cabins are fully
self-contained and low maintenance,
we have the barbecues, jumping
pillows and heated swimming pool,
games room and all-weather camp
kitchen and undercover al fresco
outdoor dining area.
“And, of course, there’s the low
cost. Cabin accommodation varies
from the low $110 to $165 depending
on their size and time of season.
“We also have an area for tents and
our brand new Canvas Cabins, a kind
of hybrid between a tent and small
cabin from only $55 a night. They’re a
great way for families wanting to give
camping a try while being surrounded by great facilities before they go
out and buy all the gear. Otherwise
it’s a fuss-free way to have a couple
of nights in a really well-structured
cabin/tent.”
Part of the popular Family Parks
chain, Crystal Brook is also gaining
rave reviews on websites and media
for its nearby walking tracks, public
transport at the front gate and its
very popular bird feeding hour when
the kookaburras, lorikeets, galahs,
rosellas and king parrots flock in for
a feed late afternoon.
For more information drop in and
say hello to Robyn and the team,
otherwise visit www.cbtp.com.au
or find Crystal Brook on Facebook.

The Diary keeps spreading the news all
over the planet, this time making our
presence felt in Japan when Bill and Liz
Wood made sure they packed a copy
of the newspaper. This photo (top) was
taken in Niigata Prefecture while they
were enjoying a sake tour. The Sado
Gold Mine is on an island (Sado Island)
off the coast of Niigata City, the couple
informs us.
Janita Martin and Dianne Phillips
travelled through southern Spain,
Andulucia, and made sure they were
snapped reading our beloved newspaper
with the Castillo de Segura (a Moorish
castle, bottom) in the background while
they were walking in the Parque Natural
de las Sierras de Cazorla.
Not to be outdone, the Diary also
made its way to the London Tower where
Michael Huntly (below left) kept this
beefeater updated on our latest news.
Diana and Graeme Lawrie, from Kembla
Cottage, put the Diary flag on the map at
the Rock of Gibraltar (right) while Diary
stalwart Jan Tindale made sure “Aunty
Alicia”, a bus driver on a tour in Kauai
(in Hawaii, below right), knew what was

happening back home.
Great work, guys and girls!
Remember to send your Diary Goes
Global photos is in for your chance to win
a weekend escape around the corner at
Crystal Brook Tourist Park in a cabin.

LOOKING FOR A GREAT ESCAPE CLOSE TO HOME?
Crystal Brook Tourist Park is the place to go …
n Great cabin accommodation
n Powered/unpowered sites – some including ensuites
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover ‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties
n Van storage a speciality
n The cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

CRYSTAL BROOK TOURIST PARK
182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte (opp Beasley’s Nursery)
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au
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PILATES at the Uniting Church

Cnr Taroona Ave & Westend Rd
Tues & Thurs 6.30–7.30pm — Fri 10–11am
BYO mat, drink bottle and small towel
Are you flexible without mobility or strength?
Are you strong without being flexible?
Pelvic Floor First Member – Level 2 Pilates Instructor
Personal Trainer –Registered Nurse
Suitable for All Ages – Mature Adults Welcome
Bookings contact Dee 0425 747 819
email: info@deetermination.com.au
www.deeterminationfitness.com.au

KD’s Garden

Pointon Builders

& Handiworks

CARPENTER &
REGISTERED BUILDER

lawn mowing
weeding
mulch
tall grass slashed
pruning
clean ups
small landscapes
general household maintenance
guttering

Call Nick
0419 355 905

PTY LTD

Extensions, Renovations,
Decks, Pergolas
and Maintenance

Phone mary 0421 967 933
or kosta 0434 994 729

HIA Member for
over 20 years

New & Custom Made
Professional Design & Dressmaking
Clothing Alterations
Ph 0419 158 144 or 9844 1905

TRUEWOOD
CONSTRUCTIONS

Design
Construction
Sustainable

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119
EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au

www.truewood.com.au

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS
Economical Repairs to:
TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,
Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops
Telephones:
Repairs, Advice, Cleanup
Moves, New Batteries
Virus Removal, Wi-Fi
Extra Phone Sockets
Broadband Installation
ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

Barking mad but having
oodles and oodles of fun
FRIEND has just acquired a cavoodle.
Once you used to
say, “I’ve just got a
new dog” and the
listener would know pretty
much what that meant. It
would be of average size, indeterminate breed, be short
haired and was usually either black, black and white
or brown with white snips.
It would be called Mate or
Butch or Sally or Penny and
would live outside. They were
thrown table scraps, bones
and off cuts from the butcher and occasionally some
canned food that bore a striking resemblance to spam.
The mutts, however, were intelligent, loyal and invariably
smelled of dog.
Ours were different. Oh yes,
they smelled of dog but there
the similarity ended.
One of Dad’s mates bred
cocker spaniels and he used
to give us the runts. And this
happened regularly because
they never lasted long. They
weren’t called runts for nothing. Whereas Sally and Butch
were intelligent mongrels,
ours were inbred and were
invariably mad. They had
brainstorms and bashed their
heads against walls until they
died, got out and slept, not
regularly, in the middle of the
main street outside our place.
They took baits because they
barked too much or had to be
‘put down” because, embarrassingly, (no one neutered
dogs in those days), they
insisted on humping the legs
of visiting aunties.
Nowadays pet ownership is

kibbled
“Not possible!” I thought.
I looked again.
Large head,
black eyes and
smallish ears. It
pulled back into
the car and left
me wondering...

different.
Times are different and owners’ needs and accommodation are different. Without the
ubiquitous large house and
large backyard, large, lolloping dogs don’t always fit. So
we have had the proliferation
of smaller dogs. In fact we
are a case in point because
when we downsized to The
Shoebox, we had a cat (wash
my mouth out!) and installed
a cat flap.
When moggie went to the
cat aviary in the sky, we decided to get a dog but it had to be
able to fit through the cat flap.
Hence the RSPCA lost Millie
to us. Millie was a Chihuahua

crossed with something that
was anything but cross at the
time of conception. So Millie
avoided the breeding problems of the aristocracy and
was a well adjusted mongrel.
When she died, we went back
to get a replacement from the
RSPCA but couldn’t find any
dog similar so I lashed out
and had installed a slightly
larger dog flap to accommodate Monty, a Bichon Frise
crossed with something that
also smiled at conception.
Well we were told Monty
was a “cross” but I’m not so
sure. Bichons were bred to
be a French aristocrat’s lap
dog. He exhibits all the characteristics elaborated on the
many websites we checked.
He is determined, doesn’t take
kindly to negative discipline,
sulks, is a stickler for timetables and loves laps.
On the good side, his hair
doesn’t fall out, so clothing,
beds and carpets remains
hair free. Like the poodle,
their hair just keeps growing
so therein lies the problem.
Bichon breeders and interior
decorators love to sculpt
them. I am happy to stay with
the pompom, curled tail and
the floppy ears but, there, I
draw the line. I give Monty
a butch hair cut every nine
weeks or so, much to the
dismay of Herself who would
rather Monty had a more
Brighton look.
So we are part of the change
in dog ownership that has
occurred. Hence the proliferation of mix ‘n’ match breeds
of dogs. Not only have ‘they’
bred more appropriate sized

Injured
wildlife?
CALL:

Wildlife Victoria
1300 094 535
Help for Wildlife
0417 380 687

dogs but ‘they’ have also
worked hard to breed out
some of the worst characteristics of some of the breeds.
It seems poodles are ‘loose’
and will breed with anything,
even those who need to kneel
or use a stepladder. The ‘...
oodle’ dogs are great for the
new clientele, however, there
are still those out there who
like to have a larger, boofier
type of dog. Which is why I
shouldn’t have been as surprised as I was the other day.
Stopped, first, at the lights I
looked across at the oncoming, stopped, line of cars. A
few cars up was a very small
Fiat or something similar and
poking out the back window
was ... a panda. “Not possible!” I thought. I looked
again. Large head, black eyes
and smallish ears. It pulled
back into the car and left me
wondering.
The lights changed and as
the car passed, the head was
out again, enjoying the breezy
smells. But it was not a panda
but a larger-than-a-husky dog
wearing swimming goggles.
Goggles!
I drove off feeling inadequate. Monty requires lots of
coaxing to do anything so how
did they manage to get a mega
fauna to agree to goggles? Did
he ask? “I hate the wind in my
eyes! Could you fix something
for me?” or were the owners
sick of vet’s bill to fix eye
problems?
I’m still pondering. Some of
these First World problems
are really difficult.
ROGER KIBELL

SHAPES
BOBCAT

PHONE 9844 2117
0410 402 046
Shop Locally
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When Mother Nature
holds her breath in May
nature
By LINDA ROGAN

AT U R E s e e m e d
to be holding its
breath last month in
Warrandyte’s back
yard. In spite of mild
temperatures, I’d only seen
tight buds on wattles, little
insect activity and few orchid
rosettes, as I climbed from
Whipstick Gully up to Fourth
Hill; perhaps more convincing
soaking rain was needed.
I was huffing with the effort
near the top before I came
across a shrub heavily in
bloom with pale yellow balls.
I scrambled over the bank for
a closer look, coming sharply
into contact with the pungent,
needle sharp tips.
The isolated blooming made
me wonder whether this might
be one of the wattles that
has come from another part
of Australia and was now a
weed in local parklands and
bushlands. I am sensitive to
such things because of the
hours I have spent with various Friends groups removing
unwanted colonisers.
Fortunately this was a desirable local plant, the Spreading
Wattle, Acacia genistifolia. The
flora of Warrandyte indicates
that it blooms from March
through October. I have since
learned from the Friends of
Warrandyte State Park (FOWSP) nursery that we have both
Autumn blooming forms and
spring blooming forms of this
species. On this day, there was
only one representative of the
Autumn blooming form seen
on Fourth Hill.
I sought more information
about acacias from the FOWSP
nursery. Here, amongst the
plantings, I found another Autumn blooming acacia, locally
called the Juniper Wattle, Acacia ulicifolia. The Australian
National Botanic Gardens Australian Plant common name
database states: “There is no
standardised set of common

grant mcgregor
0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

love
landscapes

These are believed to minimise water loss in hot,
dry climates. Generally the
wattles with feathery true
leaves, locally including Silver
Wattle and Black Wattle, tend
to occur in areas with higher
rainfall.
Why are these prickly wattles essential elements of our
local plant community? While
the flowers of most acacias
lack nectar, glands on the
stems or phyllodes produce
it and both the pollen and
the nectar attract insects
which in turn attract birds,
particularly important when
little else is in bloom.
The prickly nature of the
shrubs provides protective
habitat for the small birds as
they feed.
From the human point of
view, they are lovely when
in bloom, grow well in dry
areas and it can provide a

good barrier hedge in areas
to be protected from people
and dogs.
While still at the nursery, a
bright flash of yellow caught
my eye near the Rangers
office. This young acacia had
phyllodes like small leaves
at right angles to the stem.
I could just see short hairs
that gave a soft feel to the
phyllodes.
This was Acacia lanigera,
Woolly Wattle; lanigera means
“wool bearing”. This species
was listed as rare and endangered in the Warrandyte
district in 1999 and it was
found in WSP and also in the
Research area. I saw evidence
of the nectar produced from
a pore on a phyllode as I
photographed a small brown
ant feeding. A pleasing end to
my search for local wattles
blooming in Warrandyte this
Autumn.

Toot! Toot! Thanks for the
birthday present, Mr Premier

A! Two free train
tickets! Who’d
have thought it? I
can go anywhere
in Victoria. And
back. For free. Ding!
I do love train journeys.
What an apt birthday present
from the premier! I opened
up a map of Victoria and laid
it out across the scatter of
newspapers and books that
seem to multiply daily on
our kitchen table. On second
thoughts, I decided to check
with the resident railways
expert, Mr Google. Which of
the state’s rail lines still host
an active passenger service?
Tucked away somewhere,
I do own a historic railway
map of Victoria. Back in the
day, of course, it didn’t seem
so much an historic map as
an important map. I think it
came out of a show bag or
some such thing. I remember
taking it to school for Show
& Tell in about Grade 4. Back
then, knowing where the
trains went seemed like one
of those basic life skills that
everybody should learn.
“Change here for Reedy
Dam!” my father would cry as
our ancient VW Beetle pulled

up in the driveway at home
and kids spilled out in all directions. We could recite the
stops on many lines, including
one north of Warracknabeal
that followed the ephemeral
course of the wandering Yarriambiack Creek. Batchica,
Lah, Brim, Galaquil, Beulah,
Rosebery … most of these
towns no longer exist, much
less the railway stations. If my
brother were to recount the
tale of how, as a schoolboy,
he got stranded at Galaquil
late one Friday night, hardly
anybody would be able to
picture the vast expanse of
Mallee country with its tiny
one-horse shed of a railway
station, water tank and silos.
On this particular occasion
the train driver didn’t think
anybody was inside his little
one-carriage rail motor – I
think he’d turned the interior lights off back at Brim or
somewhere – so at Galaquil,
instead of continuing north,
he shut down the diesel engine and went home for the
night.
Kids these days just don’t
have the same opportunities
to exercise their initiative, do
they? Mobile phones have

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

killed that sort of thing.
Back to the stretching of my
own initiative. According to
Mr Google, passenger trains
run to Warrnambool, Bendigo,
Ballarat, Shepparton, Wodonga and Bairnsdale, and less
frequently to Echuca, Swan
Hill, Ararat, Maryborough
and Nhill. And with connecting V-Line buses, you can go
almost anywhere. Which to
choose?
I could copy the Sydneyside
Seniors and round up a horde
of giggling gerties to enjoy a
country lunch. Sydneysiders
usually head to Katoomba,
Bowral, or Berowra. Lunch at
Geelong, Ballarat or Castlemaine mightn’t have quite the
same exotic ring, but I know
all those places well enough
to know some good eateries.
An overnight stop would provide extra time to sample the
excellent local galleries and
shopping. Nice!
Another plan would be to
start with the furthest desti-

nation and steadily work my
way through the list, as it
seems I’ll get two vouchers
each year from now on. Lots
of train and cycling options,
too. I could take the train to
Ballarat, ride to Castlemaine,
then catch another train home
again. Or I could start a new
collection of photographs:
Victoria’s Grand Old Railway
Stations, shamefully disused
these days, more often than
not. While some stations, such
as Maryborough’s magnificent
edifice, have been restored
and recycled, others are falling into disrepair. Seymour,
for example, used to be an
important junction, evidenced
by the large turntable rusting
in the rail yards. The lovely
old station building, although
still partly in use, is mostly
boarded up – a poignant illustration of the passing of a
once-great rail service.
Perhaps what surprises me
most is the fact that I don’t actually know anybody who has
put their annual gift from the
premier to good use. Why not?
I reckon it’s a great excuse for
a little getaway.
So I’m off, folks. Toot toot!
See ya.

WARDROBES
Specialising in inbuilt
wardrobes and carpentry
More than 20 years
experience
FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE ARTHUR ON

0412 55 05 85
TOM KERKHOF

TELEVISION

Clockwise from the top left: Spreading Wattle in bloom on Fourth Hill (Photo by Peter Rogan).
Close-up of Spreading Wattle; Juniper Wattle; Woolly Wattle (Close-up photos by Linda Rogan).

names for the Australian flora”. Because of that, and to be
sure we are talking about the
same plant, I like to use the
scientific names for wattles.
As an example of possible
confusion, one of the names
given to A. ulicifolia is Prickly
Wattle, a name that applies to
a very different species here.
Juniper Wattle is shorter and
denser than the Spreading
Wattle and is another prickly customer. It has shorter
phyllodes that are broader at
the base.
It is difficult to talk about
acacias without understanding what is meant by phyllodes. When growing from
seeds all acacia initially have
bipinnate or feathery leaves.
In most of the local species
these are replaced by phyllodes or flattened modified
stems that function as leaves
as the plant grows.

WARRANDYTE

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

Servicing the area for 40 years

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

DIGITAL Televisions,
Stereo Systems, DVDs,
Digital Set Top Box Systems,
New Digital Television
Set-ups

NEIL CARTER

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274

Yoga, Meditation &
Creative Dance

bradley curtis

0418 357 282

Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128

bhavacentre@gmail.com

27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

ELECTRICIAN

▲ Domestic
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Airconditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

PORT
DOUGLAS

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE
BY THE SEA!

APARTMENT – POOL – RESORT

Set on two acres of bush and
cottage garden it has three bedrooms
(2 queen beds, two singles),
a fully equipped kitchen, open fire,
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk
(3 min drive) to beach, general store
and close to bush walks in the
Angahook State Forest.
Available Jan/Feb and all school
holidays. Minimum 2 night stay.

BEAUTIFUL PORT
“Shout Yourself to a Holiday”
2 bedroom fully self
contained 2 min walk to
famous 4 mile beach,
short walk to
Macrossan Street shops
and world class restaurants.
CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY:

0409 359 240

Available again after 2 years
(sorry to all those who have missed it)

WYTALIBA
Mudbrick Cottage
at Aireys Inlet

Phone Karen on 0425 609 789
for bookings and enquiries

Halls for Hire
Uniting Church Hall.......................... 0403 169 575
Anglican Church Hall.............................9844 2193
Mechanics Hall................................. 0408 443 368
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TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

Fun festival fundraiser on Thursday
The Riffmasters will be playing at a special event at the
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute , corner Yarra and Mitchell streets, on Saturday June
14. This will be a fun night of
music and dance from 8pm
until late. BYO supper and
drinks. Inquiries: John Boyle
0409 561 283. Tickets $15
online via TryBooking http://
www.trybooking.com/FALD or
$20 at the door.

Montsalvat class
30 years Building
Experience. New Homes
and Additions, Labour Hire
and Building Consultancy.

Adrian Oehlmann
0419 567 107

adrian@ashobuilders.com.au
ashobuilders.com.au
facebook.com/asho.builders
REGISTERED Building Practitioner
DB-U 12635

painting &
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au
Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

Need help?

Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business
Experienced Technicians

We come to you
Phone 1300 264 552

Denise Keele-bedford – ‘Marks,
Makings and Memories’, until
Friday July 18, at Monsalvat
Studio. Investigating environments, places of history, of
beauty, intrigue, mystery and
the relationship between site,
structure and memory.
www.denisekeele-bedford.
com or denisekeeleb@me.com

Hello Dolly

Diamond Valley Singers present Hello Dolly. Performances
at Warrandyte High School
Theatre, Alexander Rd, Warrandyte, on July 4, 5, 9, 11,
12 at 8pm and July 5, 6, 12 at
2pm. Bookings on 9439 7843
or http://www.trybooking.
com/ENIH. Tickets: $30, $25
concession and for a group
of 10 or more. Under 16, $10.

RSL gigs

Uniting church crew go with the flow
The Uniting Church teamed up with WarrandyteCAN last month for the Riverflow
Recycling Program and collected a range of goods including bikes, computers,
televisions, batteries and much more. The bicycles will be sent to Africa.
on Thursday June 19 at 2pm.
Gold coin donation at WNH.

out of the inbox

Live music sessions. Monthly
Bands by the Bridge. Greg
Champion & the Useful Members of Society performing
Sunday, June 29, between 4
and 8pm. Sausage sizzle available from 6pm. BYO food platter welcome. Band donation
appreciated. Inquiries: 9844
3567 after 4pm weekdays.

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
Publicise your coming events.
Items for Out of the Inbox are
welcome. Include full details
of date, place and time and
post to: Warrandyte Diary,
PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic
3113 or emailed to: briony@
warrandytediary.com.au.

Grand gigs

Felted scarf class

Commencing 8pm. Electric
Intent, Friday June 13. Long
Gone Daddys Band, Friday
June 20. Peter Grant, Friday
June 27 and Threezacrowd,
Friday July 4. Also, every
Thursday night from 8pm,
Harry Healy from ‘The Voice’
will be playing in the Public
Bar.

Theatre

One Act Plays, June 27 and 28
and July 4 and 5. Don’t miss
out on another wonderful
event at the Mechanics Hall,
put on by the Warrandyte
Theatre Company.

Felted Scarf class, using Australian Merino wool. A beautifully felted scarf is completed
in this one day workshop.
Saturday June 14, 10.30am
- 4.30pm at a cost of $78. At
the Neighbourhood House in
the Warrandyte Community
Centre. Contact: 9844 1839.
info@wnh.org.au

Author talk

Diary editor and author Scott
Podmore has written and
co-written five books, including two bestsellers. He’ll be
talking about his latest book,
Conversations With Mediums

Prayer

Warrandyte and Park Orchards churches are combining for a service for the
Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity. This will be held at St
Stephen’s Anglican Church,
Stiggants St, on Sunday June
15 at 7.30pm.

Airport bus

You can now arrange to be
collected at the Gladstone
Park shopping centre where
there is plenty of free parking.
You can catch a 901 Smartbus
outside the QANTAS domestic
terminal, that will drop you off
at the centre. This bus also
goes on via The Pines and
Ringwood, on its way through
to Frankston.

Planting

Andersons Creek Landcare
Group will be planting at Gold
Memorial Rd car park, on Sunday June 29 from 1-3pm. Come
along and give nature a hand.
Tools will be provided, sturdy
shoes and weather gear are

recommended. Contact Fritz
on 9844 3703 for catering
purposes.

Nest boxes

‘Boxing Day’ on July 12. Jumping Creek Catchment Area
Landcare Group will build
nest boxes for the endangered
Brush-Tailed Phascogale, out
of prepared timber sets. No
experience required. You can
take one box home to attract
Phascogales. Bring your battery-drill and Philips drill bits,
paint and brushes provided.
Meet at Currawong Bush Park
Cente. MEL. 34GH6 from
2-4pm. Call Tracey on 0403 739
938 or email myln@netspace.
net.au

Skate Park

Thursday June 12, 5.30-6pm
celebrating the achievements
of young artists whom under
the guidance of urban artist
Reko Rennie have taken aspects of Warrandyte life and
created a vibrant urban arts
mural that transforms the
Warrandyte Skate Park into
a bright iconic youth space
for the whole community to
enjoy.

The Beekeeper

DIARY MINI ADS
AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70
years young. 3000 weddings. Still
going strong. John Byrne 9844
2155, 0418 995 189.
CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely, in style and comfort.
Airport transfers, Parties, Weddings.
City and Suburb to Suburb. Up to
6 passengers & luggage. Call
Clive for bookings 0412 556 801.
SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE
We care for your pet when you
cannot be there. Honest, reliable
and professional care in your own
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943
or leave a message on 9722 2592
DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified
structural, civil and geotechnical
draftsman, 32 yrs. (Autocad 25yrs).
Ring Ian 0401 050 191.

VCE MATHEMATICS TUITION
Current senior mathematics
teacher available for after-school
tutoring in VCE maths subjects at
very reasonable rates. Call David on
9844 5727 for more details.
M O S A I C S TA I N E D G L A S S
Beautiful panels for doors and
windows; natural themes and small
panels a specialty. Free quotes.
Shan 9712 0024.
PHILLIP ISLAND Cape Woolamai
3 bedroom Townhouse (sleeps 6).
Fully self contained. Close to surf
and safety beaches. Phone owner
0433 572 355.
HOUSE PAINTING Call your local
painter for friendly and efficient
service. No job too small. Seniors
discount available. Phone Clint’s
Progressive Painting Service 9844
4969 or 0424 731 830.

She bends to look into the pastel painted high rises.
Folding softly over with the same curve
as the spear grass that cedes
to the onshore breeze.
Hundreds of thousands of pale wheat coloured heads,
shake and weep
The wind shivers off the ocean
and up through their thin spines.
They are an exultant crowd pouring down,
the low slumped hills, to the bases of the hives.
They throw their battered crowns
at the bottoms of the towers.
They pause, exhausted, pushed flat against the hives
before they run wildly over the crest of the hill,
towards the sky.
She wades into the thick of their jubilant whispers
as she moves along,
the sunset strip.
She bellows smoke fiercely as she moves
from one stack to the next,
exhaling it gently around each uniform block.
Every soft puff is snatched and torn
into pieces of nothing
by the wind.
Gently prying the roofs of the houses upwards,
sliding a sticky old shelf bracket into the cracks,
between the floors.

There is a sleazy satisfying pop
as the top comes away.
Tearing the honeycomb along its perfect hexagonal seams.
The running honey leaks.
Yellow streamers hanging in curves,
decorating some open dance hall for a moment,
in the sun.
SARAH JONES
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Popsy, a once-in-a-lifetime gem
Tom Bone and Heather Jameson, with Popsy’s three
sons, Rodger, Gregory and Colin Craig, her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, would like to thank everyone
who attended Popsy’s funeral and all those who have
supported them with kind messages. Popsy was truly one
of Warrandyte’s treasures. A hard-working, caring and
loving woman who will be sadly missed. The family has
allowed the Diary to run most of Heather’s eulogy from the
funeral, which has been carefully edited back.
HANK you all for coming
to share the celebration
of my darling Mum’s life.
Those who Mum touched
in her long, very wholesome, useful and joyous life will
be aware of our great sadness and
loss. I feel honoured to be able to
bring you this story of her life.
Mum was born 16 May 1916 to
Maximilian Joseph and Loveday Ellen Wagner at their home in Noble
Park. Maximilian was borne in Munich Germany 1891. Loveday was
borne 1891 into the Bunn family
of Bright in Victoria. Mum was the
eldest of seven: there was Mum,
Jo, Norman, Walter, Betty, Roy and
Iona. Thank you Aunty Oni and Uncle Roy and your families for being
here today.
Grandpa didn’t like people calling
his wife “Love”, so he nicknamed
her Ruby. When mum was born
they named her Ruby and because
she was always bouncing up and
down they nicknamed her Popsy.
This stuck, and all her friends and
relations knew her as Popsy or
Aunty Pops. In 1931, Max, even
though German, was allowed by
the government a selection of land
at the end of Pound Bend, now the
rangers depot, to put in a market
garden and orchard. Mum, being
the eldest, worked as hard as any
man clearing and planting the land,
and this was the beginning of a lifetime of back problems for our poor
Mum. One old fellow used to come
and visit the farm and say, “You
shouldn’t have that girl doing such
hard work, Max,” to which Max
would reply, “She’s my best man.”
“Yes,” this friend would say, “but
she will suffer later in life.”
How wise this friend was and if
only Max would have taken notice,
Mum would not have had to suffer
chronic back pain for the last 17
years of her life. Mum and I would
often say “they can send men to
the moon but they can’t find a
decent pain killer for back pain”.
This was war and Depression time.
Her mother cut holes for head and
arms in a hessian bag for Mum to
wear when her Dad would throw
her the cut cabbages and collies,
they would be full of water, she
would throw them up to her brother Jo in the truck. She would be
on one end of a cross-cut saw with
Max, day after day clearing the
land.
Mum’s schooling was undertaken
in Noble Park to the age of 13 when

she gained her Merritt Certificate.
The family moved to Warrandyte
but Mum had to stay with the
local green grocer in Noble Park
to work. Jo, then 12, used to ride
his push bike from Warrandyte to
Noble Park every Saturday with a
sugar bag and collect 12 shilling
and thruppence worth of groceries
to keep the family going. That was
all Mum saw for her hard work.
She worked there for six months
and hated it as she was not treated
kindly, so was allowed to return
home.
As many of you will know, Mum
had the most joyous singing voice.
She won her first singing prize of
thruppence at the local Gospel
Hall. She opened a bank account
and when asked her name she said
Ruby Thora “worst luck” Wagner.
When she was given her book they
had put Ruby Thora Ursla Wagner.
“What’s this?” she said. They said,
“You said Ursla”. “No,” she said, “I
said ‘worst luck’.” She hated her
middle name. She loved to tell this
story.
Mum worked on the farm until
she was 21 when Jack Moore, the
grocer, told her Mr and Mrs Naxton needed help at the Riverview
tearooms. They were situated on
the high side of the road just past
the Warrandyte bridge. Mum’s
job was to light the stove in the
morning and fill the kero lamps.
One morning Mr Naxton got up
after Mum lighting the fire and said
to Mum, “Did you let the cat out
of the oven?” Mum said she never
forgot that smell as long as she
lived. Sandy and Mrs McDougall
took over the tearooms and this is
where Mum learnt her wonderful
baking skills. The little money she
was allowed to keep from this work
allowed her to go into Melbourne
once a week for singing lessons at
Allans music store from Madam
Ethel Ashton and piano lessons
from Ethel’s daughter.
Mum wanted to sing like Gladys
Moncrief, but we think she was
better. See what you think when we
show the picture show later and
we play some recordings of Mum.
There were many sing-alongs in
Warrandyte in those days which
mum loved to attend and she
organised the Lilliac time dances
with her girlfriend Lilly Beaston.
Mum had such a full and interesting life … I had better move on.
In 1942, Mum met a dance band
player James Craig. “Jim” played

sax, clarinet and violin, and Mum
sang with his band often at dances
in Box Hill and Blackburn. She used
to catch the bus to and from the
dances, so she probably got in late
at night and she would walk down
Pound Road and over the hill on
the bush track singing at the top of
her voice; she was fearless.
Mum and Jim moved to Blackburn where they set up house and
had three sons, Rodger James,
Gregory Daniel and Colin Maxwell.
One night on the way home from
playing, Jim had an accident. It was
not long after he became sick and
lung cancer was diagnosed. Mum
nursed him at home until his death
in 1951. Colin was a week off his
second birthday. Mum moved back
to her family home in Warrandyte,
she thought it was the end of the
world for her.
This was a very tough time for
Mum and her boys. However, a
couple of years later at the Box
Hill dance she met her soul mate
and devoted partner Tommy Bone.
Mum was 36 and Dad was fresh
off the boat from Scotland, aged
21. She said, “You probably won’t
want to dance with me, I have three
small boys at home.” Tom said,
“We’ll see what happens.”
They courted for a year then married. Mum, Dad and the three boys
were on bikes heading down to the
family home when Greg’s foot got
caught in one of the bike wheels.
Dad and Greg went head over turkey, Dad’s head split open and the
doctor said “you were very close to
becoming a widow again, Ruby”.
Mum always wanted a girl and
along came Heather - she checked

the nappy three times to make sure
I was a girl.
Mum worked for an orchardist in
Doncaster packing pears and was
asked by the Warrandyte postmaster Fred Prince to become postmistress. “I’ve never done this kind of
work,” she said. “Never mind, duckie, you’ll do well.”
Mum rode her push bike to and
from the post office six half days
a week and four times a day when
the postmaster went on holidays.
She lifted large heavy mail bags
and sorted the mail. Mum was
very popular and knew everyone
in Warrandyte and their business.
Billie McCulloch was the last postie
on horseback. Mum, being the kind
soul that she was, made a boiled
fruit cake for Billie. He had retired
by this stage, had lost a lot of
weight and came hobbling up the
driveway with his pants four sizes
bigger than needed, held up by
braces, and his false teeth clacking.
She was in her garden and as she
turned around he gave her a big
kiss and spat at her, “Thanks for
the cake, Popsy.” She never quite
got over that visit. Bill never got
another cake.
There was also an old fellow, Ray
Spendlove, who lived on the river
in a caravan and although times
were tough at home, at Christmas
Mum would make up a cardboard
box of food for Ray. She was always
thinking of others. There was always someone else living with us:
Alec Thompson, Uncle Peter, old
Pop Allen, Michael from New Zealand, Margaret Fish and Graeme,
John Law, Colin, Robin and family.
She made everyone so welcome.

Mum always cooked on a slow
combustion stove. Dad still uses
it. Her Sunday roasts, especially
the spuds, were to die for. Her
cakes were many. Every Saturday
afternoon up until she couldn’t,
she would bake a couple of slices, a
boiled fruit cake, scones and an apple or rhubarb pie – all delicious.
Her sister Betty and husband Jim
moved to Queensland in the early
1960s. Most September holidays
Dad would drive us along with my
Aunty Eve, Denise and Kay up to
visit. She missed her sister. Thanks
for making the trip down all our
family from Queensland.
Mum and Dad bought an acre
with an old weatherboard three
bedroom house in Keen Ave. Mum
made use of this acre, turning it
into cottage garden and the most
wonderful veggie garden that kept
us all fed. She mowed this acre tirelessly and then when she heard of
someone else needing their lawns
mowed she would do theirs too.
She would help Dad at the old saw
bench, sawing wood for both fires,
she had ducklings, chooks, her
loved dogs Rover and Panda. She
would put Dad’s butchers coats
out on the back concrete, get down
with a scrubbing brush to get the
sausage meat off - she was such a
hard worker.
Rodger, Marion, Onica, Elliot and
Travis moved interstate in the
early ’80s and mum missed them
terribly and at every opportunity
travelled up to visit them.
When she retired from the post
office after 17 years, she got back
into singing. Mum was given life
membership at the Warrandyte
Seniors Club and sang at every
concert until last year. There were
many wet eyes when she sang, it
was a moving experience. She also
performed with Dad with a group
who visited nursing homes and entertained, Bella as the pianist.
Mum and Dad had many lovely
trips overseas and around Australia. Their love for one another was
eternal. They made a great partnership and, like us all, Dad will miss
her terribly. I am often told that
eight days off turning 98 is a good
innings. It doesn’t matter how old
your mum is, when you lose your
mum, you lose a part of yourself.
Now you are out of pain mum, I
miss your infectious laugh, your
smiling face in the audience when
I sing, your advice and our conversation, a part of me is with you, till
we meet again.

Celebrating Warrandyte with a wonderful book
HE Warrandyte Historical
Society’s new publication
is entitled Wonderful Warrandyte: A Portrait. It could
just as easily have been
sub-titled A Celebration. For that is
what it is, celebrating the survival
of this place as a living community
across 163 years of struggle and
triumph.
Gold was discovered at Anderson’s
Creek in 1851, marking the beginning
of Victoria’s momentous Gold Rush.
But people had lived and prospered
in this beautiful river valley for
countless generations. We glimpse
their story through legend and
river mist: through the memories,
songs and dances of the Wurundjeri
people.
Land hungry, would-be squatters
were among the first white settlers,
but sheep don’t do well on steep,
heavily-timbered, dry sclerophyll

review
country. Then came gold! And Warrandyte awoke…
This is no conventional local history, for the Warrandyte story is a
wide, sweeping account of tragedy
and endeavour that fitted no pattern
of rural and urban development. A
new format had to be found.
This volume does us proud. Although organised in a rough chronological structure—from Aborigines
to the present day—author Valerie
Polley has allowed herself to be

sidetracked and to explore stories,
personalities and legends along the
way, many of which seamlessly tie
the overall account to its principal
theme: the development of a socially
rich, self-supporting community.
Wonderful Warrandyte: A Portrait
owes its genesis to the remarkable
pictorial archive of the Warrandyte
Historical Society. This collection
grew out of a great endeavour by
locals Ted and Shirley Rotherham—
and others—to mark, in 1975, the
centenary of the Warrandyte Primary School. Pictures came in from near
and far, and in order to preserve this
incipient collection and sustain the
interest and enthusiasm generated
by the centenary, the Warrandyte
Historical Society was born.
(One current project underway
at the society’s museum is the
archiving of the Warrandyte Diary
photo library, telling as it does the

story of the most recent 43 years
of this community. What a feast lies
there for future local historians!)
Striking as it is in telling the story
of this place in pictures, this book
is much more than a coffee table
picture book. The succinct, elegantly
written text is essential to the overall success of the book. The words
explain the pictures; the pictures
illustrate the words. The two are
inextricably linked.
The design of the book plays a
major role in its success. Designer
Wayne Rankin has used his wide
page, landscape format with great
flair, preserving the passing panorama, enlarging the essential detail.
Picture rehabilitation and reproduction is remarkable.
Of course Wayne Rankin is a Warrandyte local. But so is everyone
else associated with this wonderful
production. Researchers, archivists,

historians, author, publishers, designer and printer: all are locals. This
book was created by a community,
about a community, for a community.
CLIFF GREEN

l Wonderful Warrandyte: a Portrait
is available from Yarra Cottage
Books, 189 Yarra St; the Old Post Office Museum, 111Yarra St; or online:
whs.secretary@hotkey.net.au
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Taylor wins Pierre de Coubertin Award
WARRANDYTE High School is
thrilled to announce Taylor Padfield (right) as being the successful nomination for the 2013 Pierre
de Coubertin award.
The award acknowledges a
young person who epitomises the
ideals and spirit of the Olympic
movement and who has demonstrated sports leadership skills
and personal sporting excellence.
Taylor is a natural athlete who
is an all-rounder. Since starting
in Year 7, Taylor has taken on
every opportunity to represent
the school including being part of
the basketball, netball, athletics,
cross country, tag rugby, football,
hockey, volleyball and swimming
teams.
A highlight for Taylor was
receiving a bronze medal in
the state triple jump in 2013. In
addition to that, Taylor has also
coached and umpired numerous
teams including the junior tag rugby and netball teams.
The school says Taylor is a
sporting role model for all fellow
students and always strives to give
100% in everything she does. Taylor was formally acknowledged at
the Pierre de Coubertin awards

ceremony on Sunday, May 18.
As part of her application process, Taylor had to complete an
artistic piece that looked at ‘Youth
and the future of Olympism in a
digital world’. Taylor’s fantastic
artistic piece linked the ideas
that through education, unity and
inspiration we can engage youth
online to be active offline.
MEANWHILE, Warrandyte High
had another successful trivia
night recently with this year’s
theme being Gardening. In keeping with the topic a number of the
participants’ tables dressed up to
reflect everything from garden
gnomes to pansies, while some
individuals donned blue tongue
lizard outfits, ladybirds and everything in between.
Master of ceremonies and trivia
whiz, Kev the “Trivia Tradie”
(and appropriately decked out
in his handyman outfit) kept the
questions coming with a mix of
general knowledge interspersed
with gardening subjects including
sampling and identifying plants
and seeds for one of the rounds.
Funds raised from the night go
towards outdoor student seating
and a school vegetable garden.

WPS
budget
winners
By SCOTT PODMORE

WARRANDYTE Primary School is
thrilled to receive $807,000 from
the May state budget to improve
and upgrade facilities.
After a visit from the Minister
of Education Martin Dixon along
with Member for Warrandyte
Ryan Smith late in 2012, the state
government recognised the innovative work that WPS was trying
to achieve. The money will assist
in creating learning spaces that
utilise the beautiful Warrandyte
environment as well as upgrade
existing facilities, in particular the
main building and office area.
“The funds allocated for Warrandyte Primary School continue the
commitment to education through
key investments in education by
the Napthine Coalition government,” Mr Smith said.
“Education is the cornerstone of
our community, ensuring students
have the best learning areas is
something I am passionate about.”
Delighted principal Gill Binger
announced the school’s news to
the community last week.

Exciting news:
Ryan Smith
(above) with
principal Binger and school
captains. Warrandyte Community Bank’s
Mark Challen
(left) at the new
school sign.

“It means we can make a real difference to the learning environment
for students. Warrandyte PS has been
recognised for its quality education
and its efforts to make learning excit-

ing and challenging,” Gill said.
It is hoped works will start next
year.
In other developments at the
school, the WPS bus shelter has

recently been completed thanks to
the support of Warrandyte Community Bank who, through the annual
sponsorship grants, contributed to
the school to construct a shelter just in time for the winter months
where students can wait for the
school bus.
It is also used for outdoor lessons, a place to sit while eating
lunch and many casual chats by
parents.
A school sign made from mosaic
tiles has also been added.
“The sign has been created by a
special parent, staff and student
group,” principal Binger said.

ACPS brave
winter chills
PARENTS and children braved the
cold and wet conditions last month
to participate in the Walk Safely to
School Day.
Anderson’s Creek Primary School
parents walked from the bridge
along the river, collected families
along the way and then on to ACPS.
The initiative was promoted by
the Victorian Government and DEECD to promote healthy lifestyles
and to encourage children and
parents to walk to school safely.
“With the volume of cars increasing, this is a viable option for many
parents who live in and around
War randyte,” school principal
Trevor Gibbs said.
Meanwhile, children, parents and
teachers at Anderson’s Creek are
working hard together to reduce
their environmental footprint.
A new indigenous garden has
been established at the rear of the
school with partial funding from
Manningham council.
In addition a new vegetable garden has been created by the children in Grades 1 and 2 with the
support of a very passionate group
of parents.
Produce is grown and then used in
lunchtime extra-curricular cooking
classes as well as being offered as
produce on sale at the front office.
Donations of money offered for
the vegetables are used to raise
funds to buy more plants and seedlings for the vegetable patch.
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Jong’s taekwondo journey
By BRIANNA PIAZZA

JONG Park’s taekwondo journey began when he was only six years old.
The taekwondo instructor, who
runs classes on Tuesdays at Anderson’s Creek Primary School, says he
was forced to attend a taekwondo
class after a girl beat him up at
school.
“I came out of it with a blood nose
and my dad wasn’t happy so he
dragged me to a taekwondo class
and at first I didn’t like it because I
was shy and didn’t like the idea of
hurting people,” the Korean-born
instructor said.
“But it didn’t take long before I realised taekwondo wasn’t about hurting
people or being aggressive. It‘s more
about pursuing harmonised growth
and improving yourself through spiritual and physical activity.”
“Master Park”, as his students
know him, started his classes in
Warrandyte one year ago with only
two kids. Now he is teaching about
70 locals and hopes to make Warrandyte the headquarters for his
taekwondo school.
“I really like Warrandyte’s environment and atmosphere, it reminds me
of when I was living in New Zealand
and this place just feels right for me.
I definitely see a future for myself in
Warrandyte.”
Zhann Nesbitt was one of the
first students who started Master Park’s classes at after school
care at Anderson’s Creek Primary School one year ago.
The seven-year-old has his yellow
belt and loves coming to the weekly
classes.
“I am learning to defend myself in a
way that is not about hurting others,
it is not about fighting! Master Park
also respects me and likes me, I like
that,” he said.
Master Park says he uses taekwondo as a channel, teaching kids that

it’s not only about training to become
physically fit, but to teach them the
principle of life and culture as an
inherent system of fighting skills,
which has been developed in the
background of Korean culture.
His school, the Dream Army Youth
Fitness Academy, also teaches meditation techniques, which he believes
helps students gain inner peace,
increase self-awareness and become
grounded and calmer.
After seeing the difference the
sport had on her four children who
attend the classes, Kerry Todero
asked Master Park to start an adults

class in Warrandyte.
She has only been attending for a
few weeks but already has her sights
set on a black belt.
“It gives us a sense of empowerment and I’ve always wanted to do
a martial art. I had this realisation
that if I don’t do it now I never will,”
she said.
“It’s fun – some of us are hopeless
but it’s still good fun!”
Having grown up in Korea, Master
Park moved to New Zealand with his
family when he was 12.
He went to the London and Beijing
Olympics to assist the coach of the

New Zealand team – an experience
he says was “mind-blowing”.
“Taekwondo is the only martial
arts that’s in the Olympic Games. It’s
very dynamic using a lot of kicking
with active motions and the principles of motion accord exactly with
those of spiritual training and of life
in the philosophical depth. This is
why it is the most trained martial
arts in the world,” Master Park said.
A work transfer brought him and
his family to Australia four years
ago, but it was his love for working
with children that caused him to quit
his corporate job of nine years and

start his own taekwondo academy
in Melbourne. It’s a decision he says
was difficult at the time, but one he
doesn’t regret.
“I wanted to go out there and work
in the community,” he said.
“I love helping people. I wanted
to pursue that dream and be living
proof that you really can make it
happen.
“This is why I call my academy
the Dream Army and I endeavour
to empower my students to be the
masters of their life.”
Visit www.dreamarmy.com.au for
more information.

We went on to elect the executive committee: president, Lance
Ward, vice president, Stewart
Lewis, secretary, Wendy Snowball
and treasurer, David Paterson.
The committee members are all
Warrandyte residents and enthusi-

astic riders.
The club also formed various
sub committees to handle social
events, fundraising, a logo and a
club jersey. “We have taken off
with flying colours, the club is
now incorporated with the logo
and jerseys on the way,” president
Lance Ward said.
In other plans for the future:
l There is a large group of riders competing in the many mountain bike events held throughout
the year, so look out for them
training on some of our many
Warrandyte hills.
l The Warrandyte Mountain
Bike Club, the Warrandyte Festival Committee, Parks Victoria and
the Manningham YMCA are in early planning stages for a proposed
2015 Festival Hill Climb Challenge, which will include time
trials and a race to determine the
winner.
l Group rides are held regularly
for mountain bike riders ranging
from basic to advanced riders,
look out on the Facebook page
for posts – search for Warrandyte
Mountain Bike Club.
l Skills classes for both adults
and kids and for those just starting out or those that want to
brush up on their skills is on the
agenda.
l Existing trails are to be assessed in liaison with Parks Victoria such as Candlebark Park
as well as the bike paths linking
Westerfolds out through to Warrandyte.
If you have any queries regarding membership or being active
within our club, feel free to contact Wendy Snowball via email
at snowballefectpt@gmail.com or
Stewart Lewis warrandyte.cyclopaths@gmail.com

Warrandyte
Mountain
Bike Club
is born
By WENDY SNOWBALL

LOCAL resident Lance Ward and
some friends went to the Mornington Peninsular recently to do
some mountain bike riding. What
he discovered at Dromana was an
intricate set up of walking tracks,
fire trails, horse trails and single
tracks for riders, all created by
the local community, Parks Victoria and their mountain bike club,
Red Hill Riders.
He found the area was full of
life, with mountain bikers and
bush walkers all exploring and
enjoying the one area while preserving and protecting the bushlands and native vegetation. The
local businesses were also fully
supporting and benefiting from
the riders who came to experience
this fantastic outdoor experience
and in turn spending in the community.
This discovery has fired a vision
in Lance for Warrandyte to get
people out to explore and enjoy
what beauty we have around us,
the potential business community
spin off, and one way to do this is
on your bike. To create this sense
of riding community, (respect for
the bush, and all stakeholders)
we needed a club to represent all
the riders of Warrandyte and our
surrounds, hence, the start of the
Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club.

The newly formed WMBC held
it’s inaugural general meeting in
April at the Grand Hotel. There
was a great turnout with about
60 interested members attending, from local Warrandytians,
through to those from Donvale,

Templestowe and Ringwood. In
addition we now have up to 100
interested as word has passed
around.
The first meeting went off with
a bang; everyone motivated to
help and keen to join as members.
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Bloods on the rampage
By CHRIS CHAPMAN

AFTER a well deserved break over
this past Queen’s Birthday long
weekend, Warrandyte will complete
the first half of the EFL season with
a match this Saturday away against
Ferntree Gully.
With eight games down, the
Bloods sit ominously in third position with only two losses to their
name - the first in the season opener away at the hands of Silvan and
the other against talented league
leader and new kids on the block,
Park Orchards.
But that loss to the Sharks seems
to have triggered the Red & White
into another gear. Earlier on in
the season Warrandyte has belted
other teams including the Eastern
Lions by 136 points, Surrey Park by
75, Nunawading by 64 but the most
recent games saw the Bloods kick
29 goals in consecutive weeks to
thump Coldstream by 155 points
and Kilsyth by 152 leading up to
the Queen’s Birthday Weekend
break.
The recent white-hot form suggests the Bloods are only strengthening which sends a clear message
to the other top teams.
In his first injury-free season for
several years, Luke Dunn has been
a revelation in the Warrandyte forward line averaging over five goals
per game and leading the Division 4
goal-kicking table.
The Reserves also appear to
be on track for their first finals
campaign in recent years, sitting
third on the ladder. It looks to be a
four-way race in the Reserves competition, with the top four sides all
with seven wins from eight games.
Silvan sits on 12 points and a massive 260 percentage points clear in
fifth place, so there is a large gap
between the top half and the bottom half of the teams.

After a string of narrow losses to
start the year, the Under 19s have
notched two consecutive wins to
find themselves within striking
distance of the top four. The team
looks to have settled and is growing in confidence.
There are exciting times ahead
for the Bloods both on and off the
field, with anticipation building
for the June 21 clash at home
against Silvan when a huge crowd
is expected. Former Hawthorn and
Gold Coast champion Campbell
Brown will be pulling on the boots
for the Bloods, along with North
Melbourne legend Glenn Archer in
what will be his fourth game for the
Bloods this year. The club will also
host guests and sponsors for the
president’s luncheon, a fantastic
opportunity for supporters to get a
taste of the new facilities at Warrandyte Reserve.
For tickets or more information,
contact Warrandyte President
Steve Bell on 0400 331 754.

Bloods on fire: Pat Heffernan handballing off during a recent game. The new stadium (left and below) is a winner.

Bloods welcome sports chaplain
By CHRIS WILLIAMS

LONG-time Warrandyte resident Bram Bektash was recently announced as sports
chaplain for Warrandyte Football Club. This is the first time
the club has ever appointed a
chaplain to assist and support
the club and its families.
Bektash has lived in Warrandyte for 14 years with his wife
Rose and five children. His
involvement with the Warrandyte Football Club spans over
10 years and he is appreciative
of the club’s ability to provide
an outlet for his children to
develop as players and as
people.
“The Warrandyte Football
Club is one of those organisations which through the efforts of associated individuals
has contributed to my families
wellbeing,” Bektash said.
“My son Josiah is currently
playing for our Under 17s
and has benefited from the
relationships he has formed
within the club over the years.
Relationships with other players he would call his mates
and coaches like Steve Rowarth, Tim Poole and James
Yoffa who regularly speak
into the lives of the next generation and help to shape our
boys into community minded
young men.
“These are the people who
help families like mine to raise
their children. These are the
people who create community
and I am very thankful to all
of them for their friendship,
sacrifice and the one percenters that they give so that our
children feel they belong and
have self-worth.”
The new role as club chaplain for Bektash didn’t come
out of nowhere as he has
been providing guidance to
assist people’s lives for quite
some time. With a wealth of

experience in this profession,
the football club will no doubt
benefit from the services provided by Bektash.
“In recent years I have run
my own business but in past
years I have been a trained
church minister and have
dedicated myself to helping
others discover a holistic approach to life,” he said.
Having a chaplain will give
those who have some involvement with the club a person to speak to should they
need guidance, advice, or just
someone to talk to about life.
“My role as sports chaplain
for Warrandyte Football Club
is to make myself available
anytime, anywhere for anyone
directly or indirectly associated with our club should
someone have the need to just
sit over a beer, a coke, a coffee

or a pie and talk with someone
who cares to listen –  someone
who can coach them to find
greater spiritual emphasis to
their lives in the hope that
they can achieve and express
a more balanced lifestyle for
themselves, for their loved
ones and for our community.”
Club president Stephen Bell
shared his thoughts on Bektash and his new role at the
club.
“It is important for the club,
particularly the players, to
have someone independent
like Bram to talk to if they feel
the need to.
“Sometimes it is hard to talk
to a family member or friend
if you are experiencing a time
of uncertainty. We thank the
Warrandyte Community Bank
for assisting us with this program.”
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High five
represent
Vic Metro
By SHAUN EWART

FIVE former Warrandyte Junior
Football Club players were selected in the Vic Metro side for
the 2014 AFL Under 18s national
championships recently.
Zac Ballard, Christian Petracca,
Reece McKenzie, Jason Castagna
and Ryan Tester have all made
their way through a gruelling
series of cuts to gain a spot in
the squad of 40. The Warrandyte
boys are representing their state
alongside future AFL stars in the
highest level of Under 18s football
in the country.
Former junior president and
Zac’s father, Steve Ballard, credits
the junior club’s emphasis on player development as a contributing
factor in the boys success.
“There’s a strong focus on player
development in the Warrandyte
Junior Football Club that seems
to have paid off with this age
group,” Steve said.
“We have a partnership with a
company called Dynamic Football Skills (DFS) and they were
involved in coming in the pre-season and the off-season and training quite a few of the kids.”
But despite the focus on developing young players into quality
footballers, Steve says the sense of
community around the club is the
backbone of the Bloods.
“We’re a small club and we’re always conscious that we can’t compete in terms of resources with
some of the bigger football clubs,”
he told the Diary.
“So what we really had to do
was have a focus on player development and on really supporting
local families. Stressing the local
nature of the footy club but also
helping kids to achieve to the
highest of their capacity.”
However, even with strong programs and a tight-knit community,
Steve was still amazed to see five
boys who had all played for the
same club make it this far.
“It’s extraordinary... I don’t
think it has ever happened.”
Ryan, Jason and Zac all played
their entire junior football careers
with Warrandyte while Reece and
Christian moved to other clubs after spending their early years with
the Bloods.
The 2014 NAB Under 18s national carnival started on Sunday,
May 18, with a clash between Vic
Metro and Vic Country in which
Metro lost by 15 points.
Jason played in the first round
match against Country and after
an outstanding game was listed as
one of the best on ground.
Christian, too, is already shaping
up as a future star of the game.
He was appointed a member of
the Vic Metro leadership group
and has trained at the Australian
Institute of Sport. He was rested
for the Round 1 clash but was expected to make a big impact in the
forward line throughout series.
Zac and Reece were unable to
play due to injury but have made
the squad and were set to make
their debuts when they recover.
Ryan played in the second
match, a final trial game to determine the final squad of 40. He
made the final cut and will line up
with the other boys in the coming
weeks.
The national carnival is comprised of a representative team
from each state and territory,
Victoria being the exception with
two: Vic Metro and Vic Country.
Each year the carnival is keenly
watched by AFL club scouts on the
prowl for draft prospects. Come
next year Warrandyte may be able
to lay claim to a new AFL recruit,
or perhaps a few.
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Mullum Mullum road block
By CHRIS WILLIAMS

WARRANDYTE Basketball is rallying
to have the new Mullum Mullum
Reserve highball facility approved
which would provide the club with
desperately needed space as it grows
significantly each year.
Despite the enormous benefits a
new stadium would bring, it is believed a group of Donvale residents
are opposed to the development
of the facility at Mullum Mullum
Reserve.
Manningham council recently announced it would be working with a
$1.05 million budget for the design
of the new stadium and there is no
doubt, according to Warrandyte Basketball members, the Manningham
area requires a larger facility to accommodate for the growing number
of teams at all clubs and most people
agree that having a five-court stadium in their local area would solve
quite a few problems.
Coaches who wish to run two training sessions per week to aid in the
development of their players would
have a greater opportunity to do so.
Players, competitions and teams
would no longer need to be turned
down due to lack of court space.
The new stadium would not only
benefit the sport of basketball, but
also cater for multiple indoor sports,
which would give even more people
in the area the opportunity to participate in the sport of their choice.
Warrandyte Basketball president
Bruce DeLacy says a new stadium
is “crucial” and “important” for the
club.
“The region needs a multi-court
stadium that allows for greater participation, opportunity for growth,
and diversity in competition availability. It would allow us to start and
build competitions for people with a
disability,” DeLacy says.
Warrandyte Basketball and asso-

ciated families are believed to have
sent council letters supporting approval of the facility.
Redbacks grading
THE Redbacks teams have been
battling it out every Saturday to
find a suitable grade this season. As
always with grading, there can be
quite big difference in scores at the
end of some games due to completely different skill levels.
Luckily, most of that is levelled out
after grading and the games become
a lot closer and more competitive.
The Under 13 Warrandyte 5 Boys
won comfortably against Balwyn 6
in a game that was never close. The
Redbacks ran away with a 56-15 win.
In other games, the Under 15.1
Boys coached by Matt Lane played
in a close game against Collingwood
3. Warrandyte had its opportunities,

such as a breakaway layup and free
throws late in the game. Unfortunately the Redbacks couldn’t convert it
into a winning score as Collingwood
3 scored the win 36-33.
Despite the loss, Lane was pleased
with his team’s performance so far.
“I’m happy with how the boys are
coming together and starting to get
used to how each other play,” Matt
said. “They are perfecting their offences and defence is slowly coming
along. It should be a good and competitive season.”
The Under 19.1 Girls scored a huge
win over Nunawading 2, winning 4614, and the Under 13.1 Girls enjoyed
a hard fought 18-point victory over
Collingwood 1, 36-18.
Youth League women dominate
AS we move past the halfway mark
of the Big V 2014 season, the Youth

League One Women have continued
their good form and sit atop the ladder with 11 wins and one loss.
In what has been an impressive
season so far, the women are looking
unstoppable.
Coach Damian Clarke, in his first
season at the Venom, is certainly
proving his worth as Warrandyte is
looking like serious title contenders.
Casey Scullin is leading the team
in scoring, averaging 13.3 points per
game while Margaret Kershaw is
dominating the rebounds averaging
10 a game, and Ellen Pattison is distributing the ball well averaging 3.1
assists a game.
As we get closer to finals, the women will be hoping to secure another
championship and at this stage it’s
looking like they have a very good
chance.

JUST as winter kicks in, things are
hotting up at the Warrandyte Junior
Football Club, reports Bloods president Ross Snowball.
After a hectic beginning to the season, the club is excited to be settling
into brand new facilities and enjoyed
the first Family Night last weekend in
the beautiful function room upstairs.
Highlights of the season so far
include an expansion to 10 teams,
including two Tackers sides and two
Under 13s teams. More than 200 local
kids look forward to donning the
Bloods jumper each weekend.
Earlier in the season the Colts were
special guests of the Fremantle Dockers and played the curtain raiser
to the Fremantle versus Essendon
match in April. This was a terrific
experience and gave the boys a firsthand look at what it’s like to play in
the AFL.
In other highlights, both Tackers
sides celebrated Tackers’ Day in late
May, and joined hundreds of other
Tackers in a round robin tournament
at Bulleen Park. In a busy season, the
club has also celebrated Mother’s
Day and Anzac Day with local legend
Ben Jones tossing the coin prior to
the Under 14s and Colts games.
Snowball says that in looking
ahead, and with the grading period
now over, all sides can look forward
to playing competitive football, with
a number of teams likely to feature
heavily in the finals action come
August.
The Warrandyte Junior Football
Club coaches take us through their
respective team’s progress about
a third of the way through season
2014.
TACKERS WHITE
If a game of footy could be won
on enthusiasm alone, then the
Tackers White team would have
it in the bag every time. A small
team of 16 players, consisting
mostly of first-year Tackers kids,

Brad and Michael are giving them a
crash course in footy and a love for the
game. Hungry for all things red and
white, the boys and our Ella command
attention with fearless tackling and
solid marks.
Improving each week, learning the
rules and reading the play, the Tackers
White team will prove to be a force to
be reckoned with in years to come.
UNDER 10
To summarise the Under 10s start
of the year, we are a great team that
has had some bad luck. Before the
start of the season we struggled to
get a full team. Through great recruiting we now have a super bunch of
kids who are all focussed on getting
better as the year goes on.
Nearly half of our team are playing
in their first year of football at Warrandyte: Ruben Harris-Allen, Flynn
Connolly, Tyler Read, Alex Thompson, Taj and Eden Jorgensen, Charlie
Wilson, Blake Haslem and Aiden
Kovacs. All have made significant
contributions in each of the games
we have played.
The first five games of the year
didn’t see a lot of joy for our team as
we were confronted by some mighty
teams who managed to get the better
of us by the end of each of the games.
Our last game however saw us hit
peak form and we are now officially
underway. We played extremely well
as a team and followed all of the team
instructions. Some highlights for the
year: Seb Stark, Neils Withoff and
Oscar Poole all playing up from the
Tackers, each of the boys have started fantastically and are key members
of the team. Our goal kickers this
year have had some memorable celebrations: Jaxson Moore nearly running the length of the field and Aiden
Kovacs who jumped into his waiting
teammate’s arms. Elliot Corcoran
kicked a goal after the siren, not to
win, but you wouldn’t have known
it, and Blake Haslam’s run down the

wing bouncing twice and nailing the
goal from 35m against the wind.
Tom Heffernan, Max Morley, Campbell Reid, Max Bell, Tom Curnow,
Jarrah Aitken and Noah Reddaway
have all improved on last year and
are playing extremely well.
UNDER 12
The Bloods Under 12s had a great
start to the season with an impressive undefeated run of four wins
before being upgraded to the second
highest (of six) divisions and then
toppled the highly fancied St Mary’s
team comfortably, before losing to
Kew by a point and top-of-the-table
Whitehorse by five goals.
The boys are working together
beautifully, linking up and showing
great skill as the likes of Austin
Humphris, Bailey Trevorrow, Lewis
Downie, Billy Podmore, Brady Poole,
Noah Kendall, Ethan Ward and Marcus Green lead the charge.
UNDER 13 RED
THE Under 13s have had a testing
start to the season with too many
players for one team and not enough
for two, however, we have started off having a red hot go with
only 14 players on occasion, but our
efforts in both Red and White teams
have been fantastic with our first win
coming from behind at half-time on
the weekend. If we could attract a
few more players in this age group it
would be a great help to our football
club going forward.
UNDER 13 WHITE
The first four weeks of the season
were tough in the higher division and
most games with less than 18 players
on the field. However, the re-grading
to the more suited Black division has
seen the team become competitive
with a close loss to one of the top
sides in Heidelberg.
In 2014 we welcomed new players
in Spencer, Ky, Josh and the return
of Chris after a brief stint on the
sidelines having a rest from footy.

Some of the memorable occasions
were Nick Alexander convincing
the team to stay out on the ground
at half-time at Bulleen when it was
freezing cold and raining, leading Heidelberg at quarter time and half time,
Spencer Birkett’s rapid improvement
as a player to be a highly effective
key position up forward and leading
the goal kicking for the team.
Nick A, Ben J, Ben M, Alec, Nick B,
Spencer and Aaron have been the
mainstays of the team, but it has
been good to see the improvement
in others.
UNDER 14
After playing off in the U13 Black
division grand final last season, the
boys found themselves going up two
divisions this season to play in Green
due to less teams being in the U14
competition this year.
Early losses in the grading games
to teams that have since gone up a
division find us having only two wins
from six games so far. It has been a
tough season for the boys so far with
injuries and ailments prevalent, but
we are building and if all goes well
in the coming month or so, and with
lots of hard work, we should hopefully find ourselves being in a position
to play finals.
UNDER 15
After a solid pre-season and the
announcement of a leadership group,
the boys have intensified their
training sessions with renewed endeavour to continue to improve both
individually and as a team.
The coaching staff is now implementing focus on game structure
and strategies to support the boys
improvement.
The ‘Vibe of our Tribe’ is excitement and determination for success.
Our boys are sitting third on the
ladder after Round 6. Train hard,
play harder!
l Some teams did not file reports
before the Diary went to print.

Junior Bloods battling their hearts out
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