1 Warrandyte Diary

May 2014

SUPERSOIL

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

GARDEN CENTRE

✆ 9844 3329

1 Mahoneys Crt, Warrandyte

OPEN 6 DAYS

Mon–Fri 7am–5pm
Saturday 8am–5pm

BUSH MULCH
$25m3

No 474, May 2014

❂ For the community, by the community

Editorial & Advertising: 9844 0555

Email: info@warrandytediary.com.au

Blood brothers
Campbell Brown and Glenn Archer to line up for Warrandyte

LOOKS like Silvan Football
Club picked a bad day to
visit the Bloods’ home turf
on June 21 in Division 4 of
the Eastern Football League.
In the recruiting coup of the
century, two of the most fearsome and talented footballers
to play AFL are lining up in
the Red & White and they’re
ready for action. Even 8-yearold junior Blood Oscar Poole
is ready to rumble. Find out
more about the big day, with
big new Bloods and a big new
pavilion that has all the locals
buzzing.

INSIDE
l Locals divided
on proposed petrol
station site. P3
l On the march for
ANZAC Day. P5
l Walter clears out
studio. P18

Report and pictures,
Pages 16-17.
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Chapman Gardner
B U I L D E R S
Established 1977

John Chapman

Registered Building Practitioner

0412 540 342
Office: 9728 8477 Fax: 9728 8422
john.chapman@chapmangardner.com.au
www.chapmangardnerbuilders.com.au

peter gardiner

LLB

general legal practitioner
40 years in legal practice
office 1, 2 colin avenue
warrandyte
(adjacent to goldfields)

telephone 9844 1111
fax 9844 1792
peter@pgardiner.com

“The first piece of luggage on the carousel never
belongs to anyone.”
— George Roberts
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NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Wednesday, June 10, 2014. Advertising
and editorial copy closes Friday, May 30, 2014.

OUR NEWSPAPER
The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood,
Kangaroo Ground and Research.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people,
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley.
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Kurdistan
Rugs

Puzzled by passwords
ARELLE,
what’s our
Facebook
password?”
“What are

you doing?”
“Well apparently Cinnamon’s
got a new boyfriend. Linda at
the bank saw their picture on
Facebook. Canoodling.”
That’d be right. These days
everyone else seemed to know
more about what their family
was up to than they did.
“I think the password is
Charles.”
“That’s what I thought but it
doesn’t work.”
“Did you try your birthday?”
“Yes. And yours.”
“Did you try Charles’ birthday?”
“The dog has a birthday?”
“Well try our wedding anniversary.”
Neville thought for a bit.
“How about you have a try.”
So Narelle took over the
keyboard and Neville confronted one of life’s big three
questions: why are we here,
where do we go when we die,
and WTF is my password?
“What about Jasper?”
“What about him?”
“Did we use him as a password?”
“…Jasper doesn’t work.”
“What about Cinnamon?”
“…No, any more?”
“We don’t have any other
children.”
“Any more ideas?”
Perhaps Gran’s system was
the best after all. She didn’t
use the computer much but

living with
The Trotts
she was registered for the
lotto results, Centrelink and
friendsinheaven.com. She
kept her passwords in a list
beside the computer. With
‘DON’T LOOK!’ scrawled
across the top.
“What about our credit card
number?” asked Neville.
“We just got a new card, with
a new PIN coming in the mail.”
“Well what password did you
use when you were on eBay

this morning?”
“I didn’t.”
“You mean they didn’t ask
for one?”
“I mean I didn’t get that far
— I couldn’t think of our user
name.”
Which is another problem.
Particularly when a site tells
you your own name is already
taken. Somehow Neville753
just doesn’t feel like you.
“What about when you were
checking our Bigpond usage?”
“Interesting,” said Narelle. “It gave me hints.”
“I remember doing those,”
said Neville.

“It asked where we went on
our honeymoon.”
“Some of the questions were
very difficult.”
“And what your wife’s middle name was, so silly me put
Shirley.”
“I knew it started with S!”
“And for my last try before
I got locked out it asked me
how many WWF titles Hulk
Hogan won!”
“Oh I would have got that.”
Narelle sighed. It wasn’t safe
to write your password down
but it wasn’t secure enough if
you could remember it! Maybe
they should change Charles’
name to #75BpO_3.
“What about the password for the online Medicare thingo?” she asked.
“That has to have about 16
characters, including alpha,
numeric, upper and lower
case, a couple of hashes and
an extinct mammal.”
Narelle was getting angry.
“And if you get that right,”
went on Neville, “you still
have to decipher the drunken
letters.”
Narelle started counting to
10 but couldn’t remember
what came after six.
“I give up,” she cried. “By
the time we find out who this
fellow is she’ll have dropped
him! Why does it have to be so
frickin’ hard?”
“So people can’t get access to
our information,” said Neville.
“Well,” said Narelle, “it’s working.”
ALAN CORNELL

Like us on Facebook at
HOURS
Tues–Sat: 11am–5pm
Sundays: 12noon–5pm

www.facebook.com/warrandytediary
Stay updated, five for Friday, videos, funnies and lots more

3 Warrandyte Diary

May 2014

Smoking
bans where
kids play

Locals split on
new station site

By KARLY HICKMAN

By BRIANNA PIAZZA

THE Warrandyte community is
divided over whether Manningham
council should allow a 24-hour petrol
station to be built in Yarra St.
Under the proposal for 1-5 Yarra
St, a 250-metre square convenience
store would be constructed along
with six fuel pumps.
It would also include 13 car parking
spaces and require the removal of
six trees.
Diary readers voiced concerns on
social media about the site lying on
a flood zone, along with other complaints that a petrol station near the
roundabout at Yarra St and Harris
Gully Rd would be “visually intrusive” and inappropriate.
“We live up off Brackenbury St near
the cemetery. There is a reasonable
amount of road noise but at least
it’s just traffic flowing. The noise
increase due to cars, motorbikes,
trucks stopping and starting would
be ridiculous,” Jodi Philpott said.
“I’m not against progress. However,
I think our community is more than
adequately serviced by the fuel
stations in Eltham, Doncaster, Park
Orchards and South Warrandyte.
It’s unnecessary, and the last thing
Warrandyte needs is more traffic
congestion problems,” Daisy Gleeson said.
But residents who disagree say
Warrandyte locals should be able to
fill up their cars with petrol without
having to travel out of the suburb.
“It offers goods and services just
like any other business … The industry is heavily regulated and I am
not convinced the arguments over
environment, wildlife, fire risk are
fully backed up by comments thus
far,” Jeff Adair commented on the
Diary’s Facebook page.
It’s the second time residents have
voiced opposition to a proposed
service station on the main road,
with United Petroleum withdrawing

An eye to the future: an artist’s impression of what the petrol station would look like (top) and a sign
put up by disgruntled residents last month (above).

an application to develop its existing
site at 44-46 Yarra Street late last year
after allegedly illegal construction
work was carried out at the site
followed by criticism from nearby
residents.
However, Warrandyte Community
Association president, Dick Davies,
says there is considerable support
for a petrol station – and more for the
current proposal than the previous
United proposal.
According to the Association’s
online poll of 150 people, 55 percent
of respondents were against the proposal while 45% were for it.
Manningham council chief executive officer Joe Carbone said
council had received more than 10
objections to the proposal, which
it will consider when assessing the
application.
He expects council will consider
the application at the council meeting in June, while those who submitted objections would be invited to a
meeting before then.

Among those who submitted an
objection was the Warrandyte Community Association.
WCA president Dick Davies said
the association raised a number of
concerns in the objection, including
the removal of trees and the potential for confusion and gridlock near
the roundabout if customers were
pulling in and out of the site.
The association is also concerned
about the lack of signage included
in advertised plans for the proposal.
“In the diagram it looks like everything has been cleaned out and
it doesn’t show any advertising or
signage that you would usually associate with a service station. If there
is signage, what will it look like?” Mr
Davies said.
“We’re not against a petrol station
in Warrandyte – in fact, there is a
considerable degree of support for a
petrol station in Warrandyte. But we
want something that fits in with the
character of the place, not something
that stands out.”

Mr Davies also said the WCA had
concerns regarding the potential
for confusion and gridlock near the
roundabout if customers were pulling in and out of the site, particularly
during peak hour times.
In last year’s traffic impact report
prepared for the owner of the site,
Platinum King Management, as many
as 1600 vehicles pass through the
roundabout during the afternoon
peak period between 5.15pm and
6.15pm.
One of the architects commissioned to design the proposed building, Mark Allison, told the Diary they
would read the objections and take
residents’ concerns on board.
“We’ve been looking into this for
four years, talking to quite a lot of
bodies like Melbourne Water and
VicRoads to make sure the building
complies with any requirements. So
we’ve done an enormous amount
of homework before even deciding
to lodge an application,” Mr Allison
said.

PLUMBING & DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS

General
plumbing,
sewer
connections,
drainage & gas
1.7T Excavator
10m3 Tipper, Bobcat
LOCAL AND RELIABLE

sean 0417 006 769
barry 0417 387 200

seanramak@yahoo.com.au

MANNINGHAM and Nillumbik councils have welcomed state government-imposed smoking bans in areas
where children play since April 1.
Manningham mayor Cr Jim
Grivokostopoulos said there were
many venues affected by the new
bans including children’s playgrounds and skate parks.
Nillumbik mayor Cr Young said:
“It’s great to see this kind of positive
legislation implemented. It’s the right
of everyone to enjoy clean places
to play with fresh air. This will now
be the case with the smoking bans
being enforced at playgrounds, skate
parks, children’s sporting events and
public swimming pools.”
The bans take effect:
l At or within 10m of children’s
playground equipment that is an
outdoor public place
l At or within 10m of a skate park
that is an outdoor public place
l At or within 10m of a sporting
venue that is an outdoor public
place during an organised underage
sporting event, including training or
practice sessions and during breaks
or intervals in play
l In an outdoor area of a swimming
pool complex that is a public place
Cr Grivokostopoulos said Manninham council supports the initiative
from the state government and will
be helping to implement the statewide bans.
“The smoking bans will enhance
the experience for those people
using our public recreational facilities, protect the health of our young
people in our city and to also help
reduce smoking rates,” Cr Grivokostopoulos.
“Our first priority will be to make
sure smokers are aware of the bans
and council will be educating the
public about what is now required.”
People found smoking in the prohibited areas in Manningham face a
penalty of $144.
Nillumbik says given the temporary
nature of smoking it is impractical for
council to respond to complaints in
time to witness the event. However,
Nillumbik council will investigate
reports of ongoing occurrences.
“We encourage residents and
community members to inform the
alleged offender of the new laws if
they feel comfortable in doing so”
Nillumbik council said in a press
statement.
For more information on the new
smoking bans visit www.health.vic.
gov.au/tobaccoreforms

Don’t leave it till June to get your business
and personal taxation affairs in order.
If you have rental properties speak to us
now to maximise your deductions.
DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery
stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service
fully insured – experienced climber

Brian Spurrell FCPA (local resident) and associate
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention
to all accounting/tax requirements and business advice.

We will visit you.

“We are the accountants who care”
Personalised Taxation &
Accounting Services Pty Ltd

Certified Practising Accountants

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113

T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au
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Roundabouts for safety
By KARLY HICKMAN

ROAD improvements to Tindals
Road will see three new roundabouts
installed including one at the notoriously dangerous Stintons and Tindals roads intersection, where there
have been four crashes involving
casualties over the five-year period
between 2007 and 2012.
The works are part of $4.1 million of
traffic and road improvement works
to reduce speed and traffic congestion and improve safety and amenity
for motorists, local residents, cyclists and pedestrians.
“The full extent of the proposed
works along Tindals Rd between
Mullum Mullum Creek and Stintons Rd will ultimately include the

construction of three roundabouts
at the intersections of Raymond
Elliot Crt, Rainbow Valley Rd and
Stintons Rd. These roundabouts
will improve traffic management,
reduce traffic speeds and improve
safety,” Manningham mayor Cr Jim
Grivokotopoulos said.
The works come in response to
safety concerns raised during community consultation for the development of Tindals Rd undertaken
in 2011.
About 7300 vehicles travel on the
road each day, used by many Warrandyte residents to link to the Eastern
Freeway and city as well as local
schools and businesses.
At the Stintons/Tindals roads in-

tersection, the new roundabout is
expected to better control all traffic
movements, improve accessibility
to and from Tindals Rd and address
the significant traffic queue lengths
that occur on the south western
approach to the intersection.
“This intersection has operated as
a standard T-intersection where all
traffic exiting Tindals Rd is required
to give way to all through traffic
movements and all turning movements from Stintons Rd,” Cr Grivokotopoulos said.
“Speeding was identified as a safety issue on Stintons Rd with 85th
percentile speeds ranging between
63km/ph and 80km/ph. The installation of the roundabout will provide

some level of speed control for traffic
movements along Stintons Rd,” Cr
Grivokotopoulos said.
Works on the $890,000 Stintons Rd/
Tindals Rd roundabout are anticipated to be completed by the end of
July, with another roundabout at the
intersection of Raymond Elliot Crt
and a third roundabout at Rainbow
Valley Rd planned.
“During the construction period
Manningham council will do everything it can to minimise disruptions
and inconvenience in the area but
the significant long term improvement to traffic flow, amenity and
safety will outweigh the short-term
inconvenience,” Cr Grivokostopoulos said.

Fire escape – a long-time local’s perspective
Could this
be the
solution?
By CHERIE MOSELEN

TO live in Warrandyte is to be
aware of two things: the unfailing
presence of the Yarra River and
the suburb’s vulnerability under
the threat of bushfire.
Forty-year resident Terry O’Connor, who has a background in
plumbing and large-scale projects
(Sugarloaf Reservoir, Tullamarine
airport, and various treatment
plants) has long known the dread
of fire – that a recent blaze confirmed – can start in any part of
town. To help combat that serious
incident on February 9, the CFA
drew water from a nearby
orchard dam.
Mr O’Connor believes, due to
aggravated dry conditions and the
severity not so long ago of serious
water restrictions, that a store of
water specifically available for
trucks and aerial support would
be of great benefit to fire fighters.
He also shares the view of many
residents that another river crossing (avenue of escape) is necessary for such a high-risk fire area.
To that end, he has drawn up a
plan suggesting the construction
of a three-metre wall at Pound
Bend, which would allow for a
crossing and permanent water
holding capacity.
The Pound Bend tunnel was constructed 144 years ago to drain
a section of the Yarra River in
search of gold. The project ultimately failed and eventually the
construction washed away.
Mr O’Connor would like to see
the tunnel used again to partially
drain the river at Pound Bend,
this time to construct a retaining
wall/causeway that would create

Man with a plan: Terry O’Connor.

an access to the other side (linking up with Glynns Rd).
The height of the causeway
would need to be referenced

against the river level entry into
the tunnel in Bradleys Lane, as a
graduating level of water would
increase around Pound Bend.
He said it was important to
remember in considering his
idea that “whatever flows in, will
flow out”, the objective being to
“hold up” water before it starts its
175km journey to the bay.
Mr O’Connor admitted he did
not have exact measurements at
this point to check the theoretical rise in water levels, allowing
because of the gradual depth increase, that levees might need to
be constructed upstream.
“Obviously a three-metre wall
would elevate the river level and
in flood conditions, water backing
up might be a problem,” he told
the Diary, “but if that could be negated there are many advantages
to this idea”.
His plan includes an area that
could be bulk excavated in future
to create a lake, benefitting wildlife, and details the potential siting of portable control offices and

floodlighting to assist fire fighters
at night.
“It may be possible to construct
a footbridge and causeway to
evacuate Bradleys Lane residents,” Mr O’Connor said. “But
most importantly the aim is to
provide truck access – in particular to the state park should a fire
start there – and water collection
for use by the CFA.”
In deeming Warrandyte one of
the most dangerous bushfire areas
in the world, the concerned resident argues councils and government must work further with the
community to increase fire safety
measures.
“The horrific loss of human
life, animal life and property that
occurred in King Lake and surrounds, could happen in Warrandyte. Something has to be done to
try and prevent a possible tragedy
occurring here,” he said.
Mr O’Connor acknowledged
there was a long way to go before
his plan, or some part of it, could
be realised as a potential support
to Warrandyte during bushfire
season, but has made a start by introducing his idea to environment
minister and Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith.
“Terry O’Conner has certainly
raised some good suggestions
for improving fire safety in the
community,” Ryan Smith told the
Diary.
“I will be discussing these ideas,
along with a number of others,
with Fire Services Commissioner
Craig Lapsley, and will keep the
Warrandyte community involved
in this process.”
Mr O’Connor felt his plan could
work because a critical part of the
structure, the tunnel, is already
there.
“I thank the tunnel builders, and
144 years from now if my idea
is successful, we might all thank
them.”

Nillumbik
launches
Positive
Ageing
Strategy
By KARLY HICKMAN

OVER the past 10 years, the
number of Nillumbik residents
aged 55 and over has grown by
an average of seven percent
each year, with 14,000 over55s currently and an expected
10,500 to join that category in
the next decade.
By 2021-2031, more than 30
percent of Nillumbik’s population is expected to be over 55,
many of whom will need assistance with health and wellbeing,
housing, social and transportation needs in their older years.
To positively influence and
enhance the lives of people
over 55, Nillumbik council has
launched its new Positive Ageing Strategy incorporating many
aspects of life such as health,
housing, transport and social
activities.
“Developed in consultation
with older residents, seniors
groups and support agencies,
the strategy outlines the actions
and priorities over the next five
years to positively influence
health and wellbeing, housing,
opportunities to engage in social
activities and transport options,” Nillumbik shire mayor Cr
Michael Young said.
Nillumbik hopes to encourage
a culture where people have
confidence and pride in growing
older and are respected, valued
and seen as valuable contributors to the community.
Despite chronological age or
health status, Nillumbik hopes
older adults are able to live the
life they choose, knowing that
support and assistance is readily available from the community
around them.
The goal of Nillumbik’s Positive Ageing Strategy is to have
an older adult population that is
informed, connected, and supported to live well and age even
better.
“We want our older residents
to be informed about programs
and services, connected to
family, friends, neighbours and
the wider community, and supported to make informed decisions to live as they choose,” Cr
Young said.
You can view the Positive Ageing Strategy on Nillumbik’s website www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Restaurants robbed
By RUTH BIRCH

POLICE are appealing for information on two
burglaries committed between March 30
and 31 on two Yarra St restaurants in Warrandyte. In both instances, small amounts of
cash were stolen.
nnn
The former Burch Memorial Kindergarten
on Old Yarra Rd in Wonga Park is now being
used as a training area for the Wonga Park
CFA. The site has since been broken into at
least twice this year, on March 27 and the
second time between March 31 and April
1. The intruders damaged the inside of the
premises and sprayed graffiti on walls.
nnn
Some time between April 17 and 22 the
Park Orchards Tennis Club was broken into.
A shed on the site was also entered and tennis gear was stolen. Anyone with information
on these crimes is urged to contact Detective
Senior Sergeant Matt Volk of the Manningham Crime Investigation Unit on 8841 3999.

At the monthly Warrandyte Market on April
5, a stallholder noticed she had left behind
two paintings after packing her car. On her
return to the stall site the paintings were
gone. Anyone with information is urged to
contact Senior Constable Leah Thowless of
Warrandyte Police on 9844 3231.
nnn
Police remind residents that any
suspicious activity, day or night, should
be reported to police immediately by
calling 000. They also stress that
residents ensure houses and windows
are always kept locked when vacant and
that items of value are not on display in
parked cars.
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Troubled waters in MHR issue
By MICHELLE PINI

THE Diary was inundated with letters
from the community after Manningham council voted last month to proceed with a controversial drainage
proposal for the Melbourne Hill Rd
stormwater catchment.
Peter Noye, spokesperson for the
residents group, said council had
“blatantly disregarded” the value and
input of the community reference
panel, which was set up by council to
find a mutually acceptable solution.
“By no means is the fight over,”
he said.
Mr Noye also indicated that residents were unhappy with the en-

vironmental impact and change in
amenity that a traditional drainage
scheme would inflict on the area,
explaining the residents would like
council to work together with the
group to implement a solution, which
has the backing of the community.
They want an option floated by Cr
Sophy Galbally (previously rejected
by council) to obtain an independent
environmental impact assessment
further investigated.
According to Mr Noye, Cr Galbally’s
suggestion to pursue available state
government funding also deserved
further exploration.
Mr Noye stressed that the reference

panel included flood-affected representation, did not wish to create
unnecessary delays and was not
solely interested in avoiding exorbitant charges.
“As Manningham’s catchment
‘most seriously affected’ by flooding,
we believe all options should be explored to achieve the best outcome,”
Mr Noye said.
Cr Galbally was disappointed with
council’s decision to disregard her
proposal.
“I am disappointed that my alternate motion to delay the decision
to allow for an external, expert environmental impact statement, was not

passed by council,” Cr Galbally said.
The deputy mayor said the possibility of an environmentally sustainable water management alternative
for the catchment would address
the ecologically sensitive landscape
of the region and would pave the
way for environmental solutions for
future generations.
Cr Galbally added: “It’s a win-win.
At least we would know if this is
possible and, if the findings were to
conclude that the option put forward
by council officers was the only
possible solution, then it would be
business as usual.”
Commenting on Cr Galbally’s pro-

posal, WCA president Dick Davies
said: “WCA believes that any such
opportunity should be thoroughly
explored before a conventionally
designed scheme is adopted.
“In view of the high level of concern
and the relative low estimated cost
of this proposal, council should
reconsider this decision.”
(See WCA’s official letter on Page 6).
A community meeting on the
Melbourne Hill Rd catchment
issue will be held at the Uniting
Church on the corner of Taroona
Ave on Wednesday, May 28. Email
mhrc.res@gmail.com for details.

Pictures: Stephen Reynolds

Lest we forget
WARRANDYTE and surrounding communities
turned out in big numbers
for the annual ANZAC Day
service in Warrandyte last
month and photographer
Stephen Reynolds was
there to capture the commemoration.
Playing a big part in the
ANZAC Day service was
Warrandyte’s Cadet Lance
Corporal Alexandra Ward
of the 31ACU in Ringwood
who was in the Catafalque
Party on the day.
Alexandra has been an
army cadet for 15 months.
Ranging in age from 12 to
19, they meet once a week
on Thursday evenings at
31 ACU for home training. Cadets at 31 ACU go
away on weekend camps
to Glenburn and attend a
one-week annual camp at
Puckapunyal in the September school holidays.
Cadets learn about navigation, map reading, field
craft, bush survival, radio
telephone procedures, first
aid, engineering, drill and
weapons training. Cadets
also learn communication,
leadership and teamwork
skills.
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WCA responds to MCC
Letter to the editor,
The Warrandyte Community Association has devoted
considerable time to assessing the proposed Melbourne
Hill Road drainage scheme
and speaking with affected
residents (both WCA members and non members) and
Manningham council representatives.
The WCA has relevant engineering expertise and experience which has been
voluntarily applied, in some
depth, to a search for a cheaper way of achieving the two
objectives of Manningham’s
scheme, namely:
l Provision of a legal point
of discharge for stormwater
for the allotments within the
estate, and,
l Construction of the infrastructure necessary to cope
with the sorts of flood flows
which have inundated a number of homes in recent years.
The scheme was first raised
with the WCA by Manningham
council in February 2012.
The accepted minutes of that
meeting recorded that:
‘The area including Melbourne Hill Rd and Lorraine
Ave saw six houses flooded
in 2011 and overland flow
affecting several other lots.

dear diary
Letters to the Diary on local
topics are welcome. They may
be edited for reasons of style,
length or legality.

The area does not have a
formal or engineered drainage
system. Many/most houses in
the area have no point of discharge for stormwater – what
comes off these allotments
and adjacent roads simply
flows overland to affect other
allotments. It is not possible
to deal only with the sites
directly affected: the flow
and discharge of all water
coming into the area has to
be addressed.
‘The problem is far greater
than a requirement for ‘better
maintenance of drains’… The
community will be properly
consulted and advised at
every step of the planning
process including on issues
of environmental appearance
and amenity. Council will
meet the greater part of the
cost of any works and WCA
will be informed of all further
developments.’
WCA supports the principle

of a co-payment on special
charge schemes. We note
that council has held extensive community consultation
with residents of Melbourne
Hill Rd.
Nevertheless, affected residents feel aggrieved that
their carefully considered
responses have been rejected. In the future, we hope
serious thought will be given
to employing professional
facilitators to help all parties
work together in a constructive manner. The IAP2 Public
Participation Spectrum is
one such model which we
recommend.
At its last meeting, council
rejected a proposal to delay moving ahead with the
detailed plan and initiate
an external assessment on
environmental grounds. WCA
believes that any such opportunity should be thoroughly
explored before a conventionally designed scheme is
adopted.
In view of the high level of
concern and the relative low
estimated cost of this proposal, council should reconsider
this decision.
Dick Davies
President, WCA

Kimmy and Ruby raise funds for RCH
Dear Diary,
We are very pleased to announce that we raised $686.85
for the Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal. Our
aim was to raise more than
we had in previous years.
Last year we raised $309.
The weather was not great
for our stall but we stuck it
out throughout the rain, wind
and the glimpses of sunshine
during the day. We had a great

day and really enjoyed our
stall (pictured right).
We would like to thank all
those people that so generously stopped at our stall in
Yarra Street and either purchased some of our pre-loved
treasures or our delicious
home-made treats.
We hope to see you all again
next year.
Kimmy and Ruby
(11 years old BFF’s)

Dogs on the loose cause havoc
Dear Diary,
To the owners of two Staffies
(or one Staffy and one same
size but brindle) dogs that
went missing on Monday,
April 7, between about 8.30am
and 10am, living around Research Rd near Blooms, Charlotte Crt, Yarra View Crt: a
kind woman saw these dogs
running wild around Blooms
and Research roads and worried that they would come to
harm on the road, contacted
you and you came and collected at least one of them…
I need you to know that
in the hours that they were
loose in our neighbourhood
they invaded my property
and finding my ancient (18
year old) cat Teddy, asleep on
the back verandah, viciously
attacked her, the two of them

pulling her between them
tearing at her as if she was a
rag doll.
My daughter, who was home
alone, witnessed this attack
on the pet who had been given
to her for her fifth birthday.
Despite being incredibly
shocked, she was able to
intervene and break up this
frenzied attack whereupon
one of them tossed Teddy into
our pond before scurrying off.
Who knows, to look for the
next bit of fun…
Thanks to my daughter’s
devotion and strength she
was able to save our old cat’s
life drying her with a hair
dryer and then warming her
in towels beside the heater.
When I got home I took
Teddy to the vet and there
is a possibility of a broken

pelvis and general infection
from dog’s teeth. The bill so
far is $700. She is still being
observed.
I am hoping that the person
who owns these dogs has
some compassion for the
damage that these creatures
can inflict when on the loose
and some concern about any
future damage on any other
small vulnerable creature that
they could inflict.
If they are such compassionate people I would be really
grateful if they could make
a commitment to keep these
animals securely locked up
and also to help me pay my
vet bill. My contact details are
with the Diary.
Yours sincerely,
Karen Throssell
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Yarra Warra unhappy
with Nillumbik policy

Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
and Arts Association
IS PROUD TO OFFER

5 x 2-hour painting and
learning sessions with noted local
painter and teacher

RON REYNOLDS
www.ronreynolds.com.au

Wednesdays 9.30–11.30am at various sites around Warrandyte
or indoors at the Mechanics Institute Hall if raining.
Wednesday 21 May till Wednesday 18 June
Cost $50 plus your own materials
Enquiries 0457 121 477
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STUDIO EXHIBITION AND SALE
Framed and unframed Oils, Watercolours,
Pastels, Gouaches and Drawings
3 WEEKENDS ONLY
May 24, 25 – May 31, June 1 – June 7,8,9
1pm–5.30pm each day
WALTER MAGILTON

By BRIANNA PIAZZA

John is a marriage celebrant.

Solution to last month’s puzzle:

YARRA Warra Pre-School says
a council policy, which gives
priority to four-year-olds living in the Nillumbik shire
under certain circumstances,
is disadvantaging the kindergarten from attracting
Warrandyte residents south
of the bridge.
Unlike Manningham, fouryear-old kinder programs in
Nillumbik shire prioritise Nillumbik residents, with parents
required to provide proof of
residency if the number of
enrolments reaches capacity.
Yarra Warra says that policy
has created a mindset that the
kindergarten is too difficult for
South Warrandyte residents
to be accepted into, despite
the kindergarten not reaching
capacity last year.
“Residents on the south side
of the bridge think that it’s too
difficult to get into Yarra War-

CYRIL

ra because they have to download forms and council has to
see them. We’re worried some
parents aren’t enroling because they think, ‘Why would
we go to all the trouble when
we probably won’t get in?’”
the pre-school’s director and
four year old teacher Connie
Solty said.
“But we want to make it clear
that parents don’t need the
proof of residency to enroll in
kinder – that only comes into
play if we’re at capacity.”
The policy, introduced seven
years ago, means that a threeyear-old child from outside
Nillumbik can attend Yarra
Warra for the three year old
program, but could still be
barred from the four-year-old
program if demand was high.
Four-year-old enrolment
officer Jen Habjan says Warrandyte parents who enrol
their children at Yarra Warra

often do so because of its
unique bush kinder program,
where children spend time
outdoors learning about the
environment.
But she says the policy unfairly prioritises Nillumbik
residents over Warrandyte
residents south of the bridge
who may live closer to the
kinder.
“We’re unique in Nillumbik
in the sense that we’re closer
to and identify more with the
Warrandyte community than
Eltham or Kangaroo Ground,
yet children in these areas get
priority access over Warrandyte residents. Many of our
children also end up going to
school at Anderson’s Creek or
Warrandyte Primary School,”
Jen said.
“The policy works very well
for the kindergartens that
have a lot of other kinders
around them, but not here be-

cause we’re uniquely placed,”
Jen said.
Nillumbik shire councilor
Michael Young says council is
working to introduce an additional layer of priority within
the existing scheme.
“This new layer will sit between residents/ratepayers
and non-residents with a
connection to identify families who are not Nillumbik
ratepayers/residents but the
Nillumbik pre-school in which
they wish to attend is the closest pre-school in proximity
to their place of residence,”
he said.
Nillumbik council is now
taking enrolments for fouryear-old kinder, with council
expected to send out firstround offers in July.
Application forms are available on the Nillumbik shire’s
website at www.nillumbik.
vic.gov.au

FVASl AGRAF

Stony Creek Studio
21 Albert Road (last house), Warrandyte
Phone: 9844 3616 Email: stonycreek@pacific.net.au
www.stonycreekstudio.websyte.com.au

Warrandyte Uniting Church 0403 169 375

Clyde’s
Conundrum
It was a tragic accident on the Ringwood
road. The father was killed instantly.
His son beside him was rushed to
Maroondah hospital and needed
immediate surgery. In the theatre, the
surgeon took one look at the patient and
said, “But I can’t operate on him…. he’s
my son!”. How can this be?
Solution next issue.

By PAUL WILLIAMS

TRUEWOOD
CONSTRUCTIONS

Design
Construction
Sustainable

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119
EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au

www.truewood.com.au
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Warrandyte

INVITATION TO JOIN US FOR A “TASTE OF ASIA BANQUET”
VISITING THAILAND, CHINA, JAPAN AND VIETNAM
Friday 6 and Saturday 7, June
For Dinner and a complimentary glass of wine
$45 per person

Cocoa Moon Café is opening its doors on the first weekend of each month
with a different culinary experience on the menu every time.

Reservations: 9844 5081
info@cocoamoon.com.au
166 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Like us on Facebook and check out our menu

Anderson’s Creek Primary School Open Day/Evening
2015 Prep Tours (Foundation) Information Session
At Anderson’s Creek
Primary School, we
are extremely proud
of the high quality
programs delivered by
our caring, dedicated
and compassionate
teachers. We
pride ourselves on
developing positive
relationships with both
children and parents.

Wednesday, May 21

We invite you to find out about our curriculum programs, including our
transition program which commences in Term 2 with Story-time.
Our transition program continues in Term 3 with our “Bridges Program” which
involves teachers from across the school. During the Bridges Program, children
will be involved in curriculum programs such as Music, Physical Education,
Science, Computers and Art. The final transition program will be for all enrolled
Prep (Foundation) students for 2015 in Term 4.
Our transition program ensures that your child has a terrific start to his/her
schooling. The open day and evening will also give you an opportunity to view
our attractive facilities.

Open Day
The entire school will be open for visitors throughout the day with tours at
10.00am, 2.30pm and in the evening at 6.30pm. Please contact the school on
9844 2757 to make a booking.

website www.andersonscreekps.vic.edu.au

phone 9844 2757

at Anderson’s Creek Primary School
Drysdale Road, Warrandyte

EVENING TOUR

6.30 – 7.15pm
Welcome School Tour with
Principal Mr Trevor Gibbs
Information Presentation by
2014 Prep Teachers
For further information regarding the school
please visit our website.

email andersons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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What becomes of Aumanns?
By MICHELLE PINI

AS Richard Aumann nears retirement, many are wondering what will
become of the property that has
housed the Aumann family orchard
since 1895.
The property also happens to occupy 66 acres within the Green Wedge.
The result of a Hamer government initiative in the 1970s, the
introduction of green corridors in
the peri-urban areas of Melbourne,
encompassed the land on which
the Aumann business was already
established.
The Aumanns opposed the zoning
of their property (as have other
established farms) since the policy
was introduced. Mr Aumann says
although there was a process of consultation, affected landowners “were
in the minority” and thus ignored.
Mr Aumann believes the imposition of this zone on his family’s
agricultural business, as well as the
expansion of suburbs around it, has
created unique issues and conflicts,
which have impacted on the cost of
production.

He also believes the property’s
capital growth (unlike neighbouring
farms in Templestowe or Doncaster)
is limited by its Green Wedge zoning,
as the permissible subdivision is
restricted.
“It’s no longer a viable proposition
to relocate as there are not many
buyers for the current business as it
stands,” he says.
The impact of the urban sprawl
on agriculture is not unique to Warrandyte, but the question of how
properties established prior to such
impositions should be managed is
one, which Warrandyte MP Ryan
Smith, believes should be discussed.
“I absolutely agree with the preservation of the Green Wedge,” Mr Smith
says. “But under the current planning
regulations, the Aumann land can be
subdivided into approximately six
properties. That landscape is going
to change – the question is, what is
the best possible use for that land?
“For example, is it best to have
that area of open space changed to
accommodate six dwellings, or to
intensely develop one corner and

preserve the rest with no development?”
Planning Minister Matthew Guy’s
controversial reforms to the Green
Wedge have extended land uses in
this category. Options for development now include a range of commercial uses including restaurants,
group accommodation, residential
hotels, function centres and schools
among others.
Mr Guy and Mr Smith have argued
that changes enabling a wide variety
of uses enable councils to consider
applications on their merits.
Critics, however, believe that the
policy of conserving green wedge
areas is not best served by individually considered applications, as
that opens the door for developers
to exploit loopholes at VCAT and
allows the concept to be gradually
undermined.
Cr Sophy Galbally said: “Statistics
show that global warming is rapidly
increasing. Areas like the Green
Wedge will become even more vital
for the health of future generations. I
would not want to be responsible for

taking part in denuding the life-giving
Green Wedge for the financial gain of
a few individuals.”
Cr Paul McLeish agrees.
“I remain strongly of the view that
we must continue to retain, protect
and conserve the Green Wedge and
associated low density residential
buffer zones,” Cr McLeish said.
“The few larger properties in our
RCZ, such as the Aumann’s, need
special attention, as any transition
from their current ownership and/
or usage presents both opportunities
and risks.”
He presents the view that privately
owned properties of that size make
them attractive to development and
therefore long-term conservation is
difficult to ensure. If supported by
the community, says Cr McLeish, a
transition to smaller, but still multiacre lots may allow the responsibility
for management of these areas to be
“supported by more than the current
handful of people”.
This issue of the maintenance of
privately owned properties for the
preservation of protected areas is

Tireless team makes a difference
ACCA doing
wonders for
environment

Apology
IN our story ‘Standing room
only on the bus’ last month,
we incorrectly referred to Ms
Kerren Sholakis as “a representative of Public Transport
Victoria”. Ms Sholakis is a
Luther College parent.

Recycling
event returns
WARRANDYTE Uniting Church in
collaboration with WarrandyteCAN
is conducting another one of its successful recycling events on Saturday,
May 17.
Items may be dropped off at the
Uniting Church in Taroona Ave
between 10am and noon, where
volunteers will be available to assist.
The items to be collected, which
will be recycled or reused, are TVs,
CDs, DVDs, bicycles, computers
and computer parts, printer ink
cartridges, mobile phones, glasses,
used stamps, buttons, household
batteries (but not car batteries),
shoes and bras.
Computers, computer screens and
computer parts can be recycled,
but unfortunately other electrical
equipment, including DVD players,
printers and household electrical
appliances cannot be dropped off
and recycled at this time.
For more info call Maurie Curwood
on 9844 3830.

By SCOTT PODMORE

THE tireless and dedicated Andersons Creek Catchment Area
Landcare Group (ACCA) has for the
past seven years planted more than
36,000 plants and removed many
weeds from the area along Andersons Creek.
“We have also rebuilt picnic furniture within the park,” proud public
officer Fritz Uhl told the Diary.
“ACCA is always looking for new
members. You don’t need to know
anything about indigenous plants or
weeds, you just need the desire to
improve this beautiful area.
“You will learn on the job. The
working bees are a great way of improving your knowledge while you
socialise with like-minded people.
We welcome new members.”
In 2007 several locals who had been
working in the environment came
together under the co-ordination
and direction of Cathy Willis, environmental officer at Manningham
council.
A public meeting was held at Stiggants Reserve on February 17 that
year and the ACCA was formed with
a committee.
“Our aim was to restore indigenous
flora and fauna to the Andersons
Creek area,” Fritz says. “Some of the
area was in really good condition
but some sites – in particular the car
park – were badly degraded.
“Restoration is a long and time-consuming process. It requires man
power – and that means volunteers.
We welcome new members to assist
with this work.”
The ACCA began with one working
bee a month and four planting days
each year in the early days. Later, it
was decided to increase the working
bees to weekly.
“Now we meet every Wednesday at
Gold Memorial picnic carpark from
10am to Noon, including morning tea.
Since meeting weekly our numbers
have grown,” Fritz says.
“In February we sow thousands of
grass seeds in our polyhouse. We
then plant these along with shrubs
and trees on our planting days.”

also a contentious point.
Mr Aumann says he is not against
the concept of the Green Wedge
and he understands that newer residents want to maintain the lifestyle
and amenity they’ve chosen. But,
he says, the “weakness of it is that
the beneficiaries make no financial
contribution”.
He believes that areas of the Green
Wedge, for those enterprise owners
who were here before its introduction, should be reviewed to allow for,
what he believes, is a more equitable
management solution. Mr Aumann
cites cluster developments where
landowners are each responsible to
maintain open areas as providing a
possible solution.
“Our forebears made a lot of sacrifices to hold and maintain that
property. I believe we have a responsibility to maximize the return for our
descendants,” he said.
Mr Smith says: “We can decide that
the current permissible changes
should be upheld, but we should be
having an open discussion about it.”

Before and after: The ACCA has been giving up their time for the past seven years and have made a difference to
the Andersons Creek area.

Third clothing
bin installed
MEANWHILE, the generosity of the
people of Warrandyte has forced the
installation of a third clothing bank
in the Goldfields Shopping Plaza car
park (above).
Joe, from Southern Cross Recycling, told the Diary “the people of
Warrandyte are very generous, so
this is a good thing”.
Joe says he does two collections a
week and said it has become obvious
in more recent times a third clothing
bank was required.
But Joe said people must remember
it’s for clothing only and not a place
to dump unwanted items like furniture, toys, whitegoods, televisions
and computers.
“We don’t want it to become a
dumping ground, which has happened in other suburbs,” Joe said.
“Besides, there’s a big penalty if
you get caught, as you can see on
the sign.”
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Warrandyte’s historical Slab
By VAL POLLEY

Big cat
legend
continues

By SHAUN EWART

IS THERE a beast lurking in the
bush around Warrandyte? Is it
possible a dark terror is seizing
the very heart of this town as its
people are left questioning where
the elusive shadow will fall next?
The saga of the Warrandyte big
cat continues.
Big cat hysteria reached fever pitch with kids and adults
alike late last year as sightings
emerged. But in more recent revelations by locals, it appears sheep
and other wildlife continue to be
slaughtered in the Warrandyte
area by mysterious large carnivorous animals.
Local veterinarian Stuart Turner,
of Warrandyte Veterinary Clinic,
studied photographic evidence of
mutilated carcasses sent in by a
reader for the Diary in an effort
to determine what exactly had
killed the animals.
“Wild dogs may be high on the
list for many fatalities that are
seen in local sheep,” suspected Dr
Turner.
Perhaps feral cats could have
brought down a “sick” or “injured” sheep, he also said.
Still, the rumours of panther-like
black cats stalking from the undergrowth persist.
After the Diary revealed possibile photographic proof from
a long-time resident, firsthand
encounters with a similar creature
have poured in from locals and
visitors to the area.
Social media has fired up as
readers take to the Diary’s Facebook page to share and find a
sense of closure in the knowledge
that others have seen “it” too.
Urban legend or something your
cousin’s friend saw with his own
eyes? The legend of the Warrandyte big cat persists.
Email us at info@warrandyte
diary.com.au if you have any big
cat reports.

THIS year Warrandyte celebrates 30
years since the discovery of the Slab
Hut. This tiny remnant of an earlier
bush dwelling was revealed in March
1984 and caused great excitement at
the time. Over recent months there
has been a resurgence of interest
in the hut, its history and, perhaps
more importantly, its future.
In 1984 a local builder, Max Green,
bought a block of land with an old
house in Castle Rd, North Warrandyte. His aim was to demolish the
old dwelling and build a new house.
To his surprise, when starting to pull
down the old house he discovered
a small, intact miner’s hut incorporated into the building. He called in
the Warrandyte Historical Society
(WHS) whose president, Cliff Green,
was excited by the discovery of an
original, primitive, bark-roofed hut
in situ, and in near-perfect condition.
Max Green offered the hut to the
society provided it could be moved.
The society called in experts from
the National Trust and elsewhere for
advice. They advocated not moving
the building partly due to its fragility
and also because it is rare to find a
building like this in its original state
on its original site. So the society
determined to purchase the site for
the community.
Max and Jenny Green, the owner-builders, were generously cooperative and a project committee was
formed which then worked tirelessly
on plans for the hut. Ultimately it
was the municipalities, Eltham and
Doncaster and Templestowe who
provided funding of $35,000 to purchase the property, vesting it in the
National Trust on behalf of the community. A provisional citation was
prepared in support of classification

citing the hut as “a rare example of
an intact slab cottage on its original
site with a roof of bark, in places up
to 10cm wide, and an unusual sapling
and pug lining”.
Many articles appeared in the local
press. Local resident Eric Houghton
refuted the claims of the Victorian
Archaeological Survey that the hut
was built between 1890 and 1910.
Over the following years, however,
there have been many examinations,
assessments and reports by various
authorities and experts that have
upheld the hut’s authenticity. The
Victorian Archaeological Survey
(now part of Heritage Victoria), heritage architect Peter Staughton, local
archaeologist Lee Scott-Virtue and
leading authority on early vernacular
buildings Professor Miles Lewis from
Melbourne University all provided
input in the early days.
Their consensus was the building
was of historical significance. Miles
Lewis concluded that it was “an extremely rare example of (a) framed
tent converted into a permanent
dwelling, which was a characteristic
Australian practice”.
The single roomed hut with its intact bark roof, clay floor, stringybark
slab exterior walls, wattle and daub
interior walls and split hessian bag
roof-lining was considered to be in
excellent condition when discovered. It is classified by the National
Trust and listed on the Heritage
Overlay of the Nillumbik Planning
Scheme and the Register of the National Estate.
Investigations were carried out
into the history of the hut. It was
thought to have been originally built
on Crown land, possibly in the 1880s.
Miles Lewis believed it was probably
used by a fossicker at the turn of the

century. Records show that in 1904
the land was purchased by a Mary
Morrison. Miss Morrison called the
property ‘Stoney Brae’ and lived
originally in the weatherboard house
still standing overlooking the bridge.
Sometime around 1920, it appears
she decided to build a smaller house
on her land, enclosing the tiny slab
cottage that remained in her orchard.
In the middle 1930s it is thought she
moved to a nursing home and the
property then changed hands a number of times. The daughter-in-law
of Mrs Florence Cashmore, whose
family owned the building from 1956
to 1982 wrote in a letter in 1984:
“My late Mother-in-law had that little
home furnished and kept like a little
dolls house, and in that special room
was her bedroom, containing a Brass
Bed, Marble Top wash stand containing jug and basin, Single Wardrobe
plus small dressing table.’ Later in the
letter she states ‘We all understood
the room was a miner’s mud hut. But
was built on to it in later years.”
By 1987 a gable roof and boardwalk had been built to protect the
hut but frustration was soon being
expressed that preservation of the
hut was “falling between the cracks”
and that the local committee was not
able to do any work on the property.
In 1988 a wall had started to break
away and so a steel band was put
round the structure. In 1990 a lack
of action by the National Trust was
blamed on lack of funds and future
plans were put on hold. However the
protective roof structure was further
extended in1998 thanks to a Parks
Victoria grant and the site protected
by an encircling fence. Further plans
for the site however did not proceed,
due to a lack of clarity about responsibility and a shortage of funding.

After setting up our tents and the
under croft, we unpacked our bags to
make sure the head of the thermarest
was on the upside.
After all the unpacking we enjoyed
a game of Capture the Flag (for the
record, Noah’s team won!)
Afterwards, as we were preparing
dinner, sadly it started to rain. We all
put on our raincoats and continued
making our own dinner.
After dinner the rain became heavy,

so we went up to the scout hall for
cover. While there we started a game
of charades: everybody loved it and
worked as a patrol to put on the best
charade. The winners, Lachie’s Lot,
won by about three points.
Once the rain eased off we went
back to the campsite to have some
warm supper.
“The cookies and whipped cream
were the best,” according to Kate.
It was raining as we woke-up, but

we didn’t care because we enjoyed
a delicious breakfast.
Dylan’s scrambled pancakes were
a hit and were eaten very quickly.
After breakfast, the rain was easing and we started our orienteering
course.
Unfortunately, about halfway
through the course, it started raining
again. We finished the course quickly
and returned to the hall to pack up
and go home.

Survivor camp for scouts
The Diary has teamed up
with Warrandyte Scouts
and we have organised
for quarterly reports so the
community can see what
the scouts have been up to.
By DYLAN REID (assistant patrol
leader, Warrandyte)

EIGHTY scouts took part in survivor
camp recently and it was named so
for a very good reason.
It was basically a camp where the
main purpose was to collect keys to
unlock a chest filled with items from
lollies and $50 notes, to vouchers
and inflatable rafts. The activities
included canoeing, auctions, the
gross food challenge and many more.
My personal favourite would have
to be pole standing. That was great
fun because the contestants had to
stand on a pole in the wet at night
with nothing to do and it was before
dinner so we were starving.
The leaders of the camp would
bribe you to come down, but many
refused. I ended up coming fifth to
a great deal of five grilled cheese
sandwiches, two cans of coke, five
chocolate bars, an orange cake and
a bowl of pasta. My record was three
hours and 15 minutes. People wanted
those keys so much that in the gross
food challenge, they would scoff
their face with haggis, down some
brains or even eat ox tongues. That
made me very sick so I didn’t eat
the sardines that I was supposed to.
Over all, the theme of the camp was
Reflection and Friends. It gave us lots
to think about for our future.

The wicked ducking

(Troop Report: our first camp at
Wishart Lodge)
By JARRAH SMITH and
KATE FOSTER

WE arrived at the camp at noon,
pulled our bags down to an open
area and then went searching for a
safe place to put up our tents which
was preferably flat and away from
dangerous trees, sticks and rocks.

11 Warrandyte Diary

May 2014

Hut revisited

Photographs courtesy of the Warrandyte Historical Society. The Cashmore
House (pre discovery) in 1979 (above). The Slab Hut after its discovery in
1984 (top left), and the Slab Hut today (bottom left).

In 2003, following discussions
between local historian Dr Richard
Morton and the Trust, WHS was advised that there was no formal agreement between it and the Trust. The
Trust further stated it had no active
oversight of the property and relied
on local community input for monitoring and reporting of problems.
Dr Morton sought advice from Geoff
Hewitt from La Trobe Archaeology;
Latrobe University who considered
the physical structure had been well
investigated but some further site
inspections could be carried out.
However, due to other demands on
both its members’ time and funding,
it proved impossible at that time
for WHS to respond to the demands
of the site and the preservation of

the hut.
Fast forward to 2014 and current
action. The current WHS committee
has decided that action is again
called for if the Slab Hut is to survive into the future. It also wants
to acknowledge the many years of
dedicated hard work by the project
committee and later committees of
the WHS. Following a site visit and
photographic record, a report was
submitted to the National Trust with
a request for action. A further site
visit was then organised with WHS
members, Martin Green, Learning &
Interpretations Manager from The
National Trust of Australia (Victoria)
and Samantha Westbrooke, the Trust
conservation architect.
The trust no longer considers

WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL RESULTS

preservation or restoration as part of
the future management of buildings
such as this but rather manages their
gradual deterioration. Their Conservation Architect has submitted a
report that recommends working out
a management plan including roles
for stakeholders such as the WHS. It
noted the stability of the site and effectiveness of existing protection and
states the hut is a highly fragile structure that should be allowed to deteriorate naturally while preventing
any accelerated deterioration due
to vegetation, vandalism or weather.
The Trust has indicated it will
work through any proposals it received from the WHS so the society
is currently putting a plan together
that it hopes will receive favourable
attention from the trust and result in
some action in the near future. Until
an agreement is reached, no action
is permissible on the site.
Unfortunately small, vernacular
buildings from earlier years such
as this have largely disappeared,
succumbing to the ravages of time,
weather and modern development
pressures. Now in its 30th year
since its re-discovery, Warrandyte
is fortunate that the Slab Hut has
been preserved thus far, thanks to
the many dedicated community
members who ensured its purchase
and have worked on its preservation
over the decades. Today there is a renewed optimism that the community,
together with the National Trust,
can ensure this small but important
building continues to play a role in
the history of the town for decades
to come.
To register an interest in the
Slab Hut’s future, please email the
Warrandyte Historical Society whs.
secretary@hotkey.net.au

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
Winner: “Cash The Madmen”

BILLY CART DERBY
1st place: Dylan Reid,
2nd place: Oakie
3rd place: Ryan de Rooy
Best cart: Callum Sterry
Best try: Harry Canty
Parents’ race: Matt Drew.
COMMUNITY GARDEN PUMPKIN WEIGHT
Winner: Rebekah Pocock of Warranwood.
Guess: 18.32kg, Actual weight: 18.35kg
DUCK RACE
1st place: #588 Alex Veckert from Yarra
Warra Preschool,
2nd place: #109 Erin Black from Anderson’s Creek Primary School.
3rd place: #57 Caitlin Channon from Anderson’s Creek Primary School.
4th place: #350 Devan Hamilton from Warrandyte Primary School.
5th place: #56 Amy Channon from Anderson’s Creek Primary School.
PET PARADE
Biggest Dog:
1st Great Dane ‘Larry’, 2nd Groodle ‘Romeo’, 3rd Chocolate Labrador ‘Myki’.
Smallest Dog:
1st ‘Ollie’, 2nd ‘Hamish’, 3rd ‘Max’.
Waggiest Tail:
1st ‘Sam’, 2nd ‘Harvey’, 3rd ‘Toby’.
Best Groomed:
1st ‘Cardigan’, 2nd ‘Blair’, 3rd ‘Harry’.
Shaggiest Dog:
1st ‘Harley’, 2nd ‘Pingo’, 3rd ‘Maggie’.
Cutest Dog:
1st Pug ‘Popeye’, 2nd ‘Marly’, 3rd ‘Lilly’.
Most Appealing Eyes:
1st ‘Tuggy’, 2nd ‘Charlie’, 3rd ‘Stella’.
Best Trained Dog:
1st ‘Toby’, 2nd ‘Bingle’, 3rd ‘Gabba’.
Dog Most Like Its Owner:
1st ‘Oppy’, 2nd ‘Happy Gilbert’, 3rd ‘Stella’.
Dog With The Most Appropriate Name:
1st ‘Scooby Doo’, 2nd ‘Dash’, 3rd Equal
‘Sooty’ + ‘Sooty.
Loudest Dog In Warrandyte:
1st ‘Jasper’, 2nd ‘Molly’, 3rd ‘Harley’.
Judges’ Choice: Best Dog in Show
1st ‘Pip’, 2nd ‘Grover’ + ‘Wini’, 3rd ‘Panda’

PARADE RESULTS
Most Warrandytish: Hugh McSpedden.
Most Imaginative: Warrandyte Kinder.
Best Costume or Make Up: Warrandyte
Mechanics Institute and Arts Association.
Most Colourful: Yarra Warra Preschool.
Best Overall: Anderson’s Creek Primary
School. Encouragement Awards: Warrandyte RSL and Warrandyte Primary School.
TENNIS – Radar Gun Top Serving Speeds
Seniors: Male John Chapman – 115 km/hr,
Female Judy Green – 77 km/hr.
Adults: Male Tully Greve – 198 km/hr
Female Nardia Harding – 126 km/hr.
Under 18: Male Matt Nagel – 186 km/hr,
Female Ruby Bradford – 111 km/hr.
Under 13: Male Jarryd Wildsmith – 134
km/hr, Female Phillipa – 87 km/hr.
Under 9: Male Blake Haslam – 98 km/hr,
Female Amy Murray – 43 km/hr.
‘THE GRAND’ ART PRIZE
Winner: Milica Stanojlvic, painting title
“Gold” (large scale work – gold acrylic on
linen).
People’s Choice: went to Esther Schouten.
KIDS’ MARKET
There were 48 stalls this year – a record
attendance!
Colourful Awards: Sophia, Ava and Keira all
from Warrandyte Primary School.
Green Awards: Brandon from Warrandyte
Primary School, and the African inspired
balls from students of Warranwood Primary.
Creative Awards: Hamish & Emille from
Warrandyte Primary School, Natasha & Ally
from Anderson’s Creek Primary School,
and Remy from ACPS. ‘Awesome’ and ‘Outstanding’ certificates were presented to all
the talented and hard working stall holders,
so everyone was a winner!
We also had over 70 kids enter the Jellybean Races – so many we ran out of Jellybeans! Every racer received a bag of beans
and a certificate.

Middle Yarra Landcare Network
Activity Calendar 2014

myln@netspace.net.au | 0415 383 328
http://portphillipwesternport.landcare.vic.net.au/myln
DIFFICULTY RATINGS
EASY: Even terrain, some light lifting, kneeling and
bending involved. Few tripping hazards.
MOD: Uneven terrain, light to heavy lifting, kneeling
and bending involved. Tripping hazards present.
DIFF: Steep terrain, light to heavy lifting, working in
overgrown areas and lots of bending. Many tripping
hazards and slippery surfaces present.
SITE

Make a difference now and stop weeds choking indigenous flora,
restore indigenous habitat, learn which indigenous plants are best
suited for your garden and be as close to nature as you can.
Meet at the Nursery at 9am for a 9.15am departure (if TAG offsite) or
9.15am start (if TAG onsite). Please remember to wear appropriate
footwear and clothing for the weather, and please bring your own filled
water bottle. Please note that these events will be cancelled in the event of a
Total Fire Ban day or when weather conditions are deemed harzardous.

DATE

DAY

TIME

15/5/14
18/5/14
24/5/14
5/6/14
19/6/14
29/6/14
3/7/14
12/7/14
17/7/14
19/7/14
27/7/14
7/8/14
21/8/14
24/8/14
4/9/14
7/9/14
18/9/14
2/10/14
16/10/14
18/10/14
25/10/14
6/11/14
20/11/14
4/12/14
11/12/14

Thu
Sun
Sat
Thu
Thu
Sun
Thu
Sat
Thu
Sat
Sun
Thu
Thu
Sun
Thu
Sun
Thu
Thu
Thu
Sat
Sat
Thu
Thu
Thu
The

9.00–12.00 Koornong
23:C10
10.00–1.00 Warranwood Reserve
36:C9
1.00–3.00 Gold Memorial Rd Carpark 35:E2
9.00–12.00 Three Bridges PB
23:C10
9.00–12.00 Lower Orchard Track
23:C10
1.00–3.00 Gold Memorial Rd Carpark 35:E2
9.00–12.00 Boys Rd
23:C10
2.00–4.00 Currawong Bush Park
34:H6
9.00–12.00 Three Bridges PB
23:C10
1.00–3.00 Gold Memorial Rd Carpark 35:E2
9.00–12.00 Lower Orchard Track (NTD) 23:C10
9.00–12.00 Lower Orchard Track
23:C10
9.00–12.00 King Lake (old dairy)
23:C10
9.00–12.00 Special sites at Jumping Ck TBA
9.00–12.00 Hochkins Ridge Reserve
23:C10
9.00–12.00 Lower Orchard Track
23:C10
9.00–12.00 Mullum Mullum, Beckett Rd 23:C10
9.00–12.00 Fourth Hill, Whipstick Gully 23:C10
9.00–12.00 Rifle Range
23:C10
2.00–4.00 tbd		
6.00–9.00pm Jumping Creek Carpark
24:A9
9.00–12.00 Blue Tongue Bend
23:C10
9.00–12.00 One Tree Hill, Osheas Rd
23:C10
9.00–12.00 Fourth Hill
23:C10
12.00
Folly
23:C10

ACCA is holding a weekly working bee every
Wednesday from 10am–12noon
Meet at Gold Memorial Rd carpark
Melways 35:E2

For FOWSP activities meet at 9am for 9.15 start
or go direct to site (ring nursery first).

MELWAY ACTIVITY (R) Ranger Attend

Woody Weeding (R) boneseed
Planting
Planting
Planting
Planting (NTD)
Planting
Planting (NTD)
Building Nest Boxes
Planting
Planting
Planting
Planting
Planting Acacia Leprosa (R)
Tour Private Properties & AGM
Weeding Sallow Wattle (R)
Planting Bushcare’s Major Day Out
Planting spring flowers (R)
Woody Weeding (R)
Weeding Floribunda (R)
AGM
Spotlighting/Next Box Monitoring
Track Maintenance & Clearing (R)
Weeding Agaphanthus (R)
Seed Collection
Christmas Party

CONTACTS:
Fritz
ACCA
Nursery FOWSP
Tracey JCCLG
Margaret WWRC
Paulina WPEG

0439 443 703
0408 317 327
0403 739 938
9876 3094
9722 2332

RATING GROUP

CONTACT

Diff
Easy
Easy
Mod
Easy
Easy
Mod
Easy
Mod
Easy
Easy
Easy
Mod
Easy
Mod
Easy
Mod
Diff
Mod
—
Mod
Diff
Mod
Easy
—

Nursery
Margaret
Fritz
Nursery
Nursery
Fritz
Nursery
Artur
Nursery
Fritz
Nursery
Nursery
Nursery
Tracey
Nursery
Nursery
Nursery
Nursery
Nursery
Fritz
Tracey
Nursery
Nursery
Nursery
Nursery

FOWSP
WWRC
ACCA
FOWSP
FOWSP
ACCA
FOWSP
JCCLG
FOWSP
ACCA
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
JCCLG
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
ACCA
JCCLG
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP
FOWSP

Andersons Creek Catchment Area Landcare Group
Friends of Warrandyte State Park
Jumping Creek Catchment Landcare Group
Warranwood Reserve Group
Wonga Park Environment Group

is open every first Saturday (9am-1pm) and Sunday (2-4pm) of the month and every Thursday
(9.30am–12.30pm). Location: Pound Bend Rd, Melways 23:C10
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Warrandyte
Consulting Rooms
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors
now taking new patients
Dr Olivia Rimington
Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein
Dr Esther Ko

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm
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Pushing the boundaries
By CHERIE MOSELEN

WE all know the saying about the
picture and the thousand words.
For Warrandyte resident Scott
Nye, a 35-year old man with autism
and Tourette’s syndrome, there is
no comparison. The picture comes
out on top.
An accomplished artist who has
sold many pieces of art over 11
exhibitions in Melbourne and NZ,
Scott has been painting since the
age of three.
His mother Cheryle, who along
with husband Geoff cares for Scott
in the family home, says creating
art has always been fundamental to
Scott’s wellbeing.
“It comforts him when his anxiety
is almost uncontrollable,” she told
the Diary, “and rewards him when
other people can only see his disability.”
Scott lives and is able to have as
normal and full a life as possible
with all of his challenges. A fact
made easier, Cheryle says, because
this community affords her son a
“safe network”.
“For years, people have seen
Scott sitting outside Warrandyte
cafes, drawing,” said Cheryle.
“They have looked out for him,
been very tolerant of his behaviour
and helped him move freely and
creatively in the area.”
Equally, as an artist and valuable
community member, Scott has conceivably helped Warrandyte to be
proud of one of its more eccentric
residents.
“Scott has exhibited his art regularly here for over a decade but
hasn’t had an exhibition for three
years now. It’s a perfect time to try
something new.”
That something is to be a pilgrimage of sorts, as mother and son
head off in a caravan to follow the
Murray River from its source in the
Currawong to its entry to the sea in
South Australia, a total of 2508 km.
The pair aims to photograph,
draw and paint, as they explore the
remote parts of the Murray River,
its unique country towns and communities along the way.
As part of Scott’s package of care,
a small arts grant from the Department of Human Services will help
make the trip a reality.
A busy CEO of two successful Melbourne companies, and
self-confessed “frustrated artist”,
Cheryle says the trip is as much
about building a relationship with
her son as it is improving his quality of life.
“After a lifetime of looking after
Scott and struggling to find normality, a few years ago I stepped back,
and although he has found some
independence and a good life, it
is very limited and habitual,” she
said.
“This trip will challenge his need
to interact with life and people, and
we will be documenting that – the
good and the bad – on video, in
photographs, through a blog, and
in our art.”
Cheryle admits the two of them
have drifted apart lately, and to

Artistic flair: Scott Nye and his mother Cheryle are hitting the road to showcase the Warrandyte man’s art when they head off on a caravan road trip.

becoming a little complacent about
their relationship.
Cheryle said she hopes this adventure together will give courage
and a fresh vision to families that
also may have grown tired and
complacent over their long journey,
and trusts it will lead to a greater

understanding of autism and how
relationships can be built around
adversity.
“I’m hopeful this experience will
open our minds – inspiring Scott to
appreciate life as an adventure, and
to never give up.
It would be really encouraging

for both of us if people logged on
and followed our progress,” said
Cheryle.
At the completion of the trip,
Scott and Cheryle would like to
exhibit and sell their work, and
donate profits to organisations that
directly help families with autistic

children and adults in their own
communities.
l To follow Cheryle and Scott’s
journey, beginning May 14, go to
www.cresults.com.au where you
can check in via Facebook, Twitter or Word Press.
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Meets Tuesdays 6.30pm for 7pm at Natalie’s Restaurant
669 Maroondah Hwy, Mitcham. All welcome.
www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au

Rotary thanks
Warrandyte and
congratulates Art
Show winners
The Rotary Club wishes to
thank all the people who
were involved with our
recent Art Show – contributing artists, donors to raffle, auction and silent auction, art
show visitors, buyers of paintings, raffle tickets and auction items, and importantly
the many people who helped organise and run the show. This has been the most
successful art show ever in our history. The local CFA will benefit to the amount of
around $20,000 as a result. Well done Warrandyte!
ART SHOW PRIZE WINNERS
l 1st Prize: Mary Hyde for “Summer Haze” (pictured)
l 2nd Prize: Cherry Manders for “Afternoon Rest”
l 3rd Prize: Walter Magilton for “A Morning Ray of Light”
l Small painting Award: Alex Short for “Goldfields Pub, Moliogul, Vic”
l Student Art Winner: Daisy Atkins-Harrison for “Untitled”
l Raffle Prize Winner: Eric Conlon from Doncaster won the raffle prize,
“Hot Summer Morning – Amalfi Coast” by Agnes Percesepe.

VISIT OUR OP SHOP — YARRA STREET, WARRANDYTE
www.facebook.com/RotaryClubOfWarrandyteDonvaleOP

TUNSTALL SQUARE TRASH
& TREASURE MARKET
Last Sunday of every month
9am–1pm

Like Us on Facebook
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THERE WILL BE BLOODS... big, brave and brilliant
Brown, Archer line
up for Bloods at
home on June 21

ARRANDYTE Reserve
will come alive to a
carnival-like atmosphere on Saturday,
June 21, when two
former AFL champions will grace
the turf wearing the red and white,
in celebration of the new pavilion
opening recently.
Campbell Brown, who retired in
controversial circumstances before
the 2014 season started, played
205 AFL games with Hawthorn and
Gold Coast from 2002 to 2013. An
All Australian representative in
2007, Brown was known for his aggression and attack on the football.
He recently purchased a house in
Hurstbridge.
“This new pavilion is magnificent,” the former Hawk and Sun
told the Diary. “It’s impressive and
is obviously going to make a big
difference to the club’s supporters
watching the game while enjoying
the facilities. They are ripper clubrooms for the players, too.”
Also playing for the Bloods on the
day is “Shinboner of the Century”
Glenn Archer. No stranger to the
club, Archer who last played for
Warrandyte in 2009, is an assistant
coach in 2014.
Warrandyte will be playing Silvan
in the Division 4 battle at 2pm on
June 21. Admission is only $7.50
and Under 16s are free. An Auskick
grid match will take place at halftime of the senior game.
Bloods president Stephen Bell
believes it is a massive coup for
the club securing Brown for the
game. He says the club is also excited about the opening of the new
pavilion introducing a new era for
Warrandyte sporting clubs, not just
the footy clubs.
“It’s finally arrived, we’ve been
waiting for this new pavilion for a
long time and there’s a real buzz
around the whole Warrandyte community,” Bell told the Diary.
“Securing Campbell Brown was
something we have planned since
November 2013. The demand to
generate non-traditional revenue at
local level is increasing. We have
been waiting for final confirmation
that the new facility at Warrandyte
Reserve will be fully operational
before announcing the date, and
it’s going to be an amazing day for

Blood oath: Standing a few inches
taller during a photo shoot at the
new Warrandyte Reserve club rooms
last week with Campbell Brown and
Glenn Archer were Warrandyte Junior Football Club players (from left)
Josh Huntly, Finn Swedosh, Oscar
Poole, Niels Withoff, Jarrah Sofarnos
and Jack Poole. Meanwhile, far left,
in true Warrandyte fashion a little
dog burst into the rooms to
get out of the wet weather
and say g’day to
Campbell and Oscar.

the club.”
Bell says anyone who thinks the
former Hawks and Suns star is past
it should think again.
“He had completed a full pre
season with the Gold Coast Suns

before the ‘incident’ occurred so
this is no over-the-hill ex AFL player – he is fully fit still,” Bell said.
“And of course, Arch - he has
been sensational for the Bloods so
far, helping out at training and on

match day.
“If you are going to come to one
game this season then this is the
day to come.
“We want everyone in the community – and their friends - to

come and see two champion AFL
footballers wearing the Warrandyte
jumper.”
Pictures: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Lawrie’s all about Bloods, sweat and tears
Words and picture
by BILL MCAULEY

Bloods in the blood: Lawrie Sloan with junior Warrandyte footballers recently and (right) with Rose Jackson.

AWRIE Sloan bleeds red and
white, the colours of the
mighty Bloods. Lawrie loves
the Warrandyte Football Club
and makes no bones about it.
His passion for the club shows in his
face as he talks to the Diary about his
65-year association with the Bloods.
He is also passionate about his long
time partner Rose Jackson and tells
the Diar y about his hurt when he
was cut off from the Catholic Church
because of his divorce from a marriage
45 years ago.
The football experience began for
Lawrie in 1950 when he donned a
white shirt and ran boundary for the
local team when he was only 11. Three
years later he pulled on the red and
white jumper and began playing with
the seconds.
“I was only a skinny kid and got
belted around a bit when I played up
against the fully grown men,” Lawrie
said.
Although Lawrie managed a few

games in the firsts, he mostly represented the club playing in the
reserves.
“I had trouble with my knees,” he
said. “I paid two shillings a week for
insurance but the insurance never
covered my medical expenses.”
Lawrie retired from the field at the
end of the ’63 season and joined the
committee the very next year, saying it
was a very political situation in those
days and quite a few players left the
club. After the issues were resolved,
the previously disgruntled players
returned to the fold and reunited into
what became a mighty local team
winning the 1966 Grand Final. The celebrations in the clubrooms that night
were legendary and well remembered.
The players and supporters danced
joyfully in a giant circle with their
arms around each other and sang the
club song well into the early hours.
“It was a home-grown team,” Lawrie
recalls. “The win was unexpected, we
didn’t realise how good we were until
we were premiers.”
The local boys in the 1966 super
team included five sets of brothers
who were all born and bred in Warrandyte, including: Laurie and Johnny
Warr, Billy and Barry Valentine, Toby

and Brian Thomas, Ron and Brian
Tomlinson and Paddy and Joey Read.
Other locals were Tommy Kerkhof,
Frank Schubert, Robert “Butch” Stewart, Ken Sergeant, Alan Cornhill, Keith
Rochow and John “Smithy” Smith. The
club achieved more success as the
years went by, winning more premierships in 1983, ’93, ’99 and 2006.
After nine years on the committee,
Lawrie took over as president in ’73,
a position he retained for a record 11
years. Lawrie says his most important
contribution to the club was introducing the junior football competition.
“The best thing for me was starting
off the Warrandyte Junior Football
Club,” he told the Diary. “We started
the Under 13s in 1974 and the Under
9s and Under 11s in 1975. Today there
are 10 junior teams and they are fully
self sufficient.”
Lawrie shared his life and love of the
footy club with his long time partner
of 43 years, Rose Jackson. They have
both been great servants to the club
and Lawrie proudly showed the Diary
the awards Rose had won. They have
pride of place on a table in his home
and sit next to the many trophies and
citations that he has been awarded.
Unfortunately, Rose passed away

two years ago after a long battle with
breast cancer.
“She was a bloody big fighter,” said
Lawrie, fighting back his emotions.
“They put her in a nursing home and
she fought the cancer for over five

years. I miss her, bloody oath I do, I
used to bawl my eyes out at the start,
don’t worry about that. It’s been a
tough time for me but fortunately I’ve
been supported by Anne Drew from
the club. She and her husband Roger

have taken me under their wing and
I’m very grateful.”
The Sloan family has been in Warrandyte since 1851 when Lawrie’s forebears came to mine gold at the start
of the gold rush. Although Lawrie is
from one of our oldest families he went
to school at St Mary’s in Ringwood.
“That’s because I was a Catholic
then,” said Lawrie, whose faith has
been somewhat diminished after he
was cut off from the church after he
was divorced in 1969. That was the
custom of the day.
The experience of being cut off from
the church of his faith affected Lawrie
profoundly and the hurt cut deeply.
“I received a letter from St Patrick’s
Cathedral informing me that I could
no longer take communion or go to
confession. That letter stuffed up my
life a fair bit because I couldn’t get
married to Rose if I couldn’t receive
the sacraments. I was devastated by
that letter because it prevented me
from marrying the love of my life,”
Lawrie said with sadness.
The Sloan family’s long association
with the Catholic Church began when
the first mass in Warrandyte’s history
was held at Lawrie’s grandparents’
home in 1896. When they celebrated

the centenary of that mass in 1996,
Lawrie was an invited guest but ironically couldn’t receive the sacraments
on that occasion. Recently a chance
meeting with a priest has changed
all that.
In March of this year, Lawrie was in
Box Hill Hospital with a chest infection
when a Catholic priest who was doing
the rounds approached his bed. After
Lawrie told him his story the priest
informed him that times had changed
and then he absolved him and blessed
him and gave him communion for the
first time in 45 years. He told Lawrie
that he could return to the church
anytime he liked.
“It felt good having communion
again because I had been so resentful
for all those years,” said Lawrie. “Yes,
the priest had blessed and forgiven me
but I felt it was too late because Rose
had gone by then.”
Lawrie has a life threatening kidney
disease but he keeps it in remission
by attending dialysis sessions three
times a week.
“It cleans my blood out and makes
me feel better for the next few days,”
he said. “But I always time my dialysis
sessions so that I never miss watching
a Warrandyte match.”
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Local arts
Pauline Cross is a plein air impressionist painter, influenced
and inspired by the local bushland and who in turn has
inspired many other locals. PAT ANDERSON writes
E have all recently
enjoyed another successful Warrandyte
Festival: the parade,
the music, the stalls,
the Follies, the regular events, and,
the plethora of attractive banners
hanging from the telegraph poles,
reminding us of the marvellous community in which we live.
How many people know when the
Festival Banner project began and,
more particularly, who started the
initiative?
The answer is the 1983 Warrandyte
Festival and the initiative came from
Pauline Cross who was at the time
(and until her recent retirement) the
co-ordinator of the Painting Group of
the Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
and Arts Association. Pauline had
seen a banner display a few years
previously at the Adelaide Festival
and thought, “We can do this in our
own community”.
Pauline was involved with a Saturday morning children’s art group
at the time and saw the potential for
involving the youngsters of Warrandyte in this initiative.
So she sought the support of the
various local school art co-ordinators, joined the festival committee
and obtained financial support from
the Australian Arts Council.
There was considerable organisation involved, procuring the correct
materials and paints, inviting schools
and other community groups to take
part and, of course, liaison with
council, the State Electricity Commission (the banners hang from the
power poles) and the Country Roads
Board. The Warrandyte Arts Association contributed further monetary
support, members of the WAA craft

Picture: Lyndi Hall

group helped with hemming and the
Apex Club manufactured the hanging
brackets for the cost of materials.
After some teething troubles with
two days of stormy weather, the
banners had to be taken down and
reinforced, but after re-hanging, they
proudly added colour and local input
to the festival and were left hanging
for three weeks until Easter as they
were such a tourist attraction.
From time to time the banners get
replaced or updated and even added to by other groups, but the idea
continues and how much better it is
for the community to own its banners than having uniform, municipal
banners as appear in some other
places or even commercial banners
advertising businesses?
The name “Pauline Cross” is a
household name throughout Warrandyte and beyond. So many
people have fallen in love with her
beautiful paintings of the bush in
her unmistakeable impressionist
style in shades of blues and yellows,
and have subsequently purchased
one or more of her paintings at one
of the many Warrandyte Arts Association exhibitions she has helped
co-ordinate.
One of my neighbours boasts of
having at least six of Pauline’s paintings. Pauline’s particular style of
painting is so appealing to anyone
who loves the bush.
Many locals will have stumbled
upon the Warrandyte Arts Association Painting Group at work around
Warrandyte on Wednesdays, come
fair or foul weather although mainly
in the former, diligently painting
landscapes and streetscapes out of
doors from the genuine article, without recourse to painting from pho-

Duncan’s Thai Kitchen
Now on
Traditional recipes filmed on location
in Thailand. We invite you to enjoy
some of our delicious dishes at Vanilla
Orchid. Each week we highlight one of
the dishes from the episode played that
week.
Duncans Thai Kitchen
@Duncansthai
www.duncansthaikitchen.com
Weekly episode shown Monday
@ 2pm. Repeats Tuesday 10.30am
and Saturday from 12pm.
OPEN
Tuesday to Saturday, 5.30pm to 10pm
Sunday, 11am to 10pm
Dine In and Takeaway
Licensed and BYO (wine only)

188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
(opposite the Bakery)

Phone 9844 5778

www.vanillaorchid.com.au
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icon retires from her post

tographs – surely a more advanced
skill. So what is this group and where
does Pauline fit into the story?
Pauline developed her unique style
over several years. When she first
joined the WAA in 1968, it was as a
young mum who had been encouraged to return to her artwork and she
attended one of two classes run at
the time by Christine Aldor. Pauline
recalls what an excellent teacher
Christine was, encouraging her students to explore different styles and
media and to think laterally about
what they wanted to achieve.
Consequently it was a great loss
to WAA when Christine died in 1971.
Initially, after Christine’s passing,
the painters floundered with no
leadership, but Christine’s husband,
Emil, came to their aid, followed by
Cyril Ardern, who took interested
painters out on Wednesdays for
some years, a tradition that continued until the end of 2013. The group
was also tutored by Dale Marsh until
1974 and then by Ken McFadyen
until 1977. Pauline also took lessons
over the next few years from Daryl
Carnahan (Victorian Artists’ Society), Wesley Penberthy (Melbourne

University) and David Veltman (Box
Hill Technical College).
This eager WAA group of artists
was both keen to make progress
with their skills as well as working
towards having their own studio.
Doncaster and Templestowe council
was approached for permission to
hold outdoor art shows by the river,
under the Warrandyte bridge, the
first being in 1972. Over the years,
paintings sold well, but the outdoor
shows gradually fizzled out, partly
because of problems with the site
such as smelly sludge and stormwater.
By 1978, the group had 47 members
as a great interest in the arts was
emerging. Rotary groups, private
schools and charitable organisations
saw the potential of art shows as
alternative fund-raisers to the traditional bazaars. These gave members
of the WAA painting group other
options for displaying and selling
their work and many prizes were
won. The first Warrandyte Rotary
Art Show was held in 1985 in the
Warrandyte Primary School and the
“This is Warrandyte” award was won
by Pauline with a watercolour of the
Yarra River.
May 1974 saw a group of 11 WAA
members, including Pauline, set off
on its first ‘safari’ to the Howqua, inspired by the golden hues of autumn.
This proved to be a rather wet experience by all accounts, but was the first
of many more painting expeditions
to places like Maldon, Wye River,
Walhalla, Yallourn, Eildon Sorrento,
Walhalla, Daylesford, Tarnagulla and
the Castlemaine area.
Sometimes they stayed in caravan
parks and at other times in holiday
houses belonging to members, sleeping on an assortment of lilos and
stretchers. These trips provided the
inspiration for a great many varied
paintings that were displayed at the
annual exhibitions in the Mechanics
Institute Hall. They also added to

the camaraderie of the group from
which Pauline and most members
found friendship, support, personal
growth and self esteem.
For several years Pauline assisted
with the co-ordination of this painting group in various roles and, after
joining the central committee of
WAA in 1980 as the painting group
representative, she assumed the
responsibility of co-ordination of
the painters. She also served as secretary of the amalgamated WMI&AA
from 1986 to 1992 and continued
her group co-ordination role until
the end of 2013. For her enormous
contribution to the association, she
was given life membership in 1998.
Pauline’s many other awards include Signatory Membership of
Distinction for continuous artistic
achievement from the Victorian
Artists’ Society (1994), a Menzies
Community Australia Day Award for
20 years of valuable contributions to
community arts (2004) and Life Membership of the Melbourne Society of
Women Painters and Sculptors for
outstanding service (2007).
Pauline has had many successful
‘one person’ exhibitions and her
works are in various collections
both in Australia and overseas. In
1992 she was invited to exhibit her
works by an Australian director of a
gallery in Brussels. This invitation
came with sponsorship from the Australian Embassy in Brussels, which
enabled Pauline to accompany her
works and to spend time painting in
the South of France, in Holland and
in England. Pauline was also invited
to send paintings to an exhibition in
Toronto in 2006 that preceded the
Commonwealth Games.
In spite of these honours, Pauline
is very modest about her achievements and, when asked about the
highlights of her painting career,
she stresses that it is the friendship,
mutual support and personal growth
that she has acquired from the local

Walter’s wonderful
world of art for sale
By SCOTT PODMORE

HEN legendary Warrandyte artist Walter
Magilton says he’s
having a big clearance sale over several
dates, anyone who knows his work
is quick to pay attention.
After all, he doesn’t mind a little
bit of attention. And, of course, we
love him for it.
“Someone asked me if I was having
a mini sale the other day, but I want
to make it clear I’m having a maxi
sale! I have more than 360 paintings
and drawings I’ve done from 1975 onwards,” the diminutive and eccentric
art teacher told the Diary.
With his distinctive appearance
of mutton chop sideburns and
unmissable bowler hat and feather, Magilton is also a man of great
insight, integrity and experience.
He’s someone the Warrandyte community clearly adores and he’s been
known for being charitable when it
comes to donating works for good
causes.
Aged in his 80s, he makes it perfectly clear he may be clearing out the
shed, but he’s by no means slowing
down.
Walter’s sale over several days
later this month and early June is on
at his bushland Stony Creek Studios
set on the banks of the Yarra River in
North Warrandyte at the very end of
Albert St, a property he shares with
equally known artist and wife Denise
Keele-Bedford.
Late for our interview scheduled
for 1pm, I phoned quickly to let him
know I’d be 15-20 minutes late.
“About 15 or 20 minutes late? That
means if you get here in 20 minutes it

will be about twenty past one. That’s
right on one o’clock Warrandyte
time,” he says with typically affable
Walter Magilton charm.
The drive downhill to the studio
itself is a rustic, visual experience
amid some of North Warrandyte’s
finest bushland. A home-made “slow
down” sign halfway along adds to the
enchanting journey, especially when
you discover his works in the studio.
I’m first welcomed by the very
relaxed tail-wagging Roxy, his loyal
12-year-old red kelpie, before the
artist who has been teaching all
forms of art for the past four decades
takes me for a look around the studio

where he teaches anywhere between
30 and 40 students each year.
Magilton is a big name in the Australian art world, not only for his
own distinctive work of “boats and
gum trees” and versatility in all art
mediums, but also as a top judge at
art shows such as Victor Harbour
and Camberwell Rotary.
“It’s quite a big clear out,” he says,
matter-of-factly, pointing out there’s
more than four decades of work
being offered to the public. “There’s
some old chestnuts gathering dust in
here. Even some award winners – one
has even won for me seven awards
(see advertisement on Page 7). The
economy has been a little depressing
and it’s very hard to sell artworks,
no matter how good they are. Some
of the work hasn’t even been shown,
to be honest.”
It’s the harsh reality of his craft, admits Magilton, but true to his nature
he’s upbeat about it being a labour
of love since a career “tree change”
from the rat race in his role at a high
school 40 years ago, and he’s positive
about the clearance sale which he
says “will be a good one for locals”.
“It’s a great chance to clear the
brain and clear the shelves,” he says
with a wink and a smile. “There’s
something for everyone, from basic
sketches to paintings I spent many
hours on.”
Walter Magilton’s art sale will
be held at Stony Creek Studios in
Albert Rd, North Warrandyte, on
May 24-25 and May 31, and June 1,
7, 8 and 9. Hours are 1pm-5.30pm
each day. Visit his website at www.
stonycreekstudio.websyte.com.au
for more information.

group that counts for most in her
estimation.
That said, there have also been
some local highlights for the group.
Two of these were in 2001. First of all,
there was the launch of The Women
of the Heidelberg School website,
where, with other art groups, members shared in the celebration behind the Warrandyte Historical Society Museum, painting along the Yarra
together. Then later that year came
Warrandyte Celebrating Gold – 150
years. Various members of WMI&AA,
including painters, took part in the
re-enactment and tent city along the
river at Stiggants Reserve. Then of
course, Pauline recalls the pleasure
of the build up to the themed annual
exhibitions that were held in November with the potters and craft groups
of WAA up until 2001.
So now, with Pauline’s retirement
from the group, WAA is looking at
new directions and new ways of
fostering the arts in the community
in addition to the on-going pottery
workshops, the craft group and
the active theatre company. As the
painting group as we have known it
for many years grew out of painting
classes, there are plans to organise
a number of short courses to develop various aspects of art. The first
of these will be conducted by Ron
Reynolds (see story on these pages).
So many people have been involved
with the WAA Painting Group over
the years and so many people have
benefitted from Pauline’s dedication
and inspiration. For this and for
her contribution to the Warrandyte
community in general through the
Festival Banner, the Warrandyte
Mechanics Institute and Arts Association wishes to say a great big thank
you to Pauline!
For more information about the
painting group and the activities
of the Arts Association, visit www.
warrandytehallarts.asn.au

Learn from one
of the best
WELL-known and awardwinning artist Ron Reynolds is
offering five two-hour painting
and learning sessions at the
Mechanics Institute and various sites around Warrandyte
on Wednesdays from May 21
to June 18.
Born in Mount Gambier, the
Kew artist has held several
one-man and group exhibitions
throughout Melbourne and
some of his achievements include first prize RSPCA
Melbourne 1995 and 1997
(judges from National Gallery
of Victoria), the Victorian Artists Society Artist of the Year
in 1996, and the VAS Norman
Kaye Medal in 1997.
Cost is $50, plus your own
materials. For more information phone 0457 121 477.
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Tibet comes to town
TIBET arrives in Warrandyte at the
Mechanics Institute on Friday, May
16, when Tibet Unplugged (Concert
for Tibet) presents talented performer Tenzin Choegyal and friends.
Born in Tibet, before escaping
into exile, Nepal then to India, and
now living in Australia, Tenzin
Choegyal draws on his traditional Tibetan roots to create original compositions which uniquely express his musical lineage.
Tenzin was born to a nomadic family
in Tibet, escaped the Chinese occupation and was raised in Tibetan Children’s Village in Dharamsala, India.
There, where His Holiness the Dalai
Lama actively encourages his people
to preserve their culture, Tenzin first
began to explore his musical talents.
He feels a particular connection to
the music of the wandering people of
his homeland. He recalls his father’s
mastery of the lingbu (bamboo flute)
and his mother’s beautiful singing,
and attributes much of his passion
to those early influences.
The event is a 100 per cent benefit
concert, meaning all proceeds are
donated to the Tibetan Children’s
Village.
The night will include other guest
Tibetans: Gen Thupten Khedup, a
senior Buddhist monk living in Mel-

bourne, Tenzing Yeshe, who trained
at the prestigious Tibetan Institute
of Performing Arts in India, singer
Tsering Dhondup, a recently arrived
Tibetan who was imprisoned by
the Chinese for having a photo of
His Holiness Dalai Lama, and who
is from a Nomad family, Kalsang
Decki, a student in Melbourne who
escaped Tibet by walking across
the Himalayas as a 10-year-old and
now studying in exile in Melbourne,
and the immensely talented Tarella

Strings.
Chris Hooper of North Warrandyte
has been organising the fundraising
event for the Tibetan community
and several charities for Tibetans for
several years.
“My passion for Tibet and Tibetans
in exile is immense,” Chris told the
Diary.
“This year we are having more
Tibetans perform at the concert to
help keep their culture alive and to
support and encourage the young

musicians from Tibet, living in exile
in Australia.
“Everyone who is working on this
small project are volunteers, including all the musicians.
“We will have traditional Tibetan
food being sold before the commencement of the event and during
the break, the food being a fund
raising effort for Melbourne Tibetan
Community, who are the only multicultural community in Melbourne
who do not have their own communi-

ty centre. We are doing fund raising
for them as well.
Tibet Unplugged: A Concert for
Tibet, Friday May 16, from 7pm–
9.30pm (doors open at 6pm), Warrandyte Mechanics Institute, cnr
Yarra and Mitchell streets in Warrandyte. Tickets $25 pre-booked or
$30 at the door.
Visit www.chrishooper.com.au/
tibet-unplugged-concert-for -tibet.
html for more info.

BOOK REVIEW
Artist: Carmel Macdonald
Grahame
Title: Personal Effects

Raw runner
to talk
at library
INTERNATIONALLY acclaimed
marathon runners, Janette Murray-Wakelin and her husband,
Alan, recently completed RunRAW
2013 and Janette will be conducting an author talk at Warrandyte
Library tomorrow (May 7).
The dynamic duo ran 42.2km
journeys every day for 365 days
and raised $20,000 for charity.
The pair also run workshops on
healthy lifestyle choices and positive ageing.
Janette’s book, Raw Can Cure
Cancer, will be released later this
year.
Bookings are essential so contact
the Warrandyte Library front desk
or phone 9895 4259.

Didgeridoo at its finest
By GREG SWEDOSH

IT seems somewhat incongruous
that perhaps the finest exponent of
the didgeridoo in the world is Czech.
More than just a supreme player
of the instrument, Ondřej Smeykal
is also an innovator, expanding on
traditional and dance beat styles

to create a new and unique way of
playing.
Simultaneously creating percussive
rhythms, hypnotic long breathy
tones and expressive melodies using
voice and harmonics, Smeykal took
those assembled for his performance at the Warrandyte Community

Church on a mesmerizing musical
journey last month.
With eyes closed it seemed that
there must be three or four musicians sharing the stage, rather than
solely this extraordinary one-man
didgeridoo orchestra producing
music of great beauty.

Lilith has moved over the
years, from Cervantes in
Western Australia, to Canada,
and places in between.
Now, middle-aged, she returns to Calgary with husband
Ross to weather yet another
“new” beginning.
Curving through time and
distinctly contrasting landscapes, the author uses the
prism of memory to explore a
breadth of ideas: the notion of
“home”, community and culture, love and family and the
significance of loss.
If words were droplets from
heaven, Personal Effects is
proof Macdonald Grahame is
blessed with a divine pen.
Those who prefer a diet of
sequential prose will need to
buckle up. However, fans of
work such as poet Anne Michael’s Fugitive Pieces will sip
from this book, savour it, and
be left wanting more.
A literary novel that is at
once elegant and evocative,
Personal Effects delivers a
keen insight into the human
spirit and its ability to consistently endure the ever-changing nature of life.
Books available from Eltham
Bookshop, Readings: Carlton,
Hawthorn and St Kilda.
CHERIE MOSELEN
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Escape to the Amazon
This month’s guest travel
writer is the Diary’s own
BRIANNA PIAZZA who visited South America recently.
HERE are few places in the
world that truly touch your
heart and feel like a second
home, and when you leave
it seems as if you are leaving an important part of you behind.
I experienced this feeling as my taxi
driver drove through Lima’s outrageous peak hour traffic on my way
to Peru’s international airport. The
beaches, street-sellers, run-down
houses and honking cars passed me
by, and before I knew it I was on the
plane home.
Peru is a destination that has
everything you’re looking for in an
adventure holiday. It offers lively
cities full of Spanish architecture,
surf beaches and delicious Peruvian
cuisine. For the adventure traveller,
there are ancient ruins to be explored and treks in the Andes, while
toucans, caimans, and strange bugs
surround you in the Amazon rainforest. Then there are snow-capped
mountains and lakes of every colour
imaginable – turquoise, lime, red and
black, to name a few.
When you find a countr y as
dynamic and interesting as Peru,
it’s difficult to name just one or two
highlights, but here goes.
Set on top of a mountain in the
Andes, surrounded by green valleys,
clouds and rivers, it’s little wonder
why Machu Picchu is one of South
America’s most famous landmarks.
Its history is fascinating and so is
the story of how the historian Hiram
Bingam accidentally discovered the
site in 1911. Most of the thousands
of people who visit ‘the lost city of
the Incas’ catch a bus from the small
town of Aguas Calientes to the top
of Machu Picchu, with many saying
Machu Picchu was the highlight of
their trip. However, in my case, the
highlight was the journey to Machu
Picchu – trekking the Inca trail and
walking the same path that pilgrims
took centuries before me.
For me, Day 1 of the Inca Trail
began at 4am with not even two and
a half hours sleep and a backpack
that was missing some essentials.
After realising I didn’t have warm
gloves and a poncho (important
when trekking through the Andes
in March), I was lucky enough to
find a woman who sold me some. As
for my friend who forgot his pair of
pants and could only wear shorts for
three chilly nights while camping, he
wasn’t so lucky.
For most of the trek, our group –
four Aussies, two Canadians, a French
and a Mexican along with 15 porters
and tour guide – hardly saw any
tourists until the final night. Mostly
it was just us and the surrounding
wilderness. There were times when
there didn’t seem to be a single
soul around as we heard waterfalls
cascade down the mountains, or
noticed alpacas curiously watching
us from a distance. Then there were

BRIANNA’S TRAVEL TIPS
l It’s best to book an Inca Trail
tour well in advance, particularly
if you’re traveling during the peak
tourist season between July and
August.
l Before picking a tour company,
do your research. If a tour
sounds too cheap, it generally
means the porters aren’t paid
fairly.
l If you want to follow one of the
less touristic routes to Machu
Picchu and experience culture of
the Andean people, consider one
of Apus Peru’s treks to Machu
Picchu (www.apus-peru.com)
times when a long line of porters ran
past us, effortlessly bouncing down
the steep, narrow stairs. Us “gringos”
would stand there in amazement,
clutching our water bottles and at
times struggling to breathe when we
hit high altitudes.
The Inca Trail was not only a
physical challenge and an adventure,
but a special and almost spiritual
journey. We not only learnt about
the history and beliefs of the Inca
people, but also how today’s Andean
communities still continue with
many of the old Inca traditions.
Perhaps the most magical moment
was when we stopped near Dead
Woman’s Pass at an altitude of 4200
metres and our guide, Freddie,
started playing a traditional wooden
flute as we rested and watched the
clouds descend from the jagged
peaks above and come toward us.
We passed ruins of temples and
residences, once symbols of a
peaceful but influential empire
before a sibling rivalry caused a civil
war, severely weakening the Inca
Empire before the Spanish invasion
in the 1530s caused it to crumble.
Trekking the Inca trail gave us a
deeper understanding of Machu
Picchu and its significance to the
Inca people. Also, because the Inca
Trail was physically challenging
at times, reaching the Sun Gate,
which overlooks Machu Picchu, was
rewarding. It was an accomplishment.
We had witnessed such incredible
scenery and during those four days
we became a family.
Those are the memories, the feelings
that you never forget when you board
your flight home to Melbourne.

Diary goes global: China, Rome and the US
DENISE Keele-Bedford travelled
from the fires in Warrandyte to a
frozen lake in China and certainly didn’t miss the opportunity to
enter our great Diary Goes Global competition.
“An invitation to participate in
an International Women’s Day
Exhibition took me to the northern perimeter of Inner Mongolia
2km from the border of Russia,
where dinosaurs walked the
Earth,” Denise told us.
“At Manzhouli we drove to the
frozen Hulun Lake where the
temperature on the ice was
minus 30 degrees.”
So, what does one do on International Women’s Day, March
8? “Well, of course, we read the
Warrandyte Diary under clear
blue skies and on clear blue
ice,” Denise said, where she
was joined by artists from USA,
Spain, France and Belgium who,
she said, all love to read the
Diary.
Big thanks also to Karen Tipping for doing as the Romans
do (left) and Grand Hotel Warrandyte manager Peter Appleby
catching up on all the news
while in New York.
Winner will be announced in
July and is in the running to win
a weekend away in a luxury cabin at nearby Crystal Brook Tourist Park in Doncaster East.

LOOKING FOR A GREAT ESCAPE CLOSE TO HOME?
Crystal Brook Tourist Park is the place to go …
n Great cabin accommodation
n Powered/unpowered sites – some including ensuites
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover ‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties
n Van storage a speciality
n The cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

CRYSTAL BROOK TOURIST PARK
182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte (opp Beasley’s Nursery)
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au
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Marcus
Clifton

0412 139 420
Fax: 9844 3706
20 years experience
in the area

Painter &
Decorator
SHAPES
BOBCAT

PHONE 9844 2117
0410 402 046

VCE Maths
after school tuition
Call David

9844 5727
Senior Maths Teacher

POSH CULTURE
PROPERTY STYLING
Pre-sale consultancy & styling
Home Staging F Interior Design
poshculture@hotmail.com

Catherine Wilson
0418 591 290

Melbourne

Australia

ACT GLOBALLY SHOP LOCALLY

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING
REBECCA VAN DER JAGT
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

A change of direction
brings its sweet rewards
OMETIMES doing
the unexpected can
lead to unexpected
results.
I am a creature of
habit and so too is our dog,
Monty. Each morning, at 8am,
Monty props in front of me
and gives me the eye until we
go for “a walk”. He does this
again at 4.30pm. At 8.30pm
he heads off to bed, not to be
seen until he leaps onto our
bed at 6.30am.
When we go for a walk,
Monty and I automatically
turn right at the front gate.
However, for some inexplicable reason, last Sunday, I
broke with convention and
turned left.
“It’s a fine morning, just
about time for the trendies
to be up and about, ready for
a coffee or a breakfast at the
local cafes. It might be fun to
stroll along the strip and just
have a look at what the interesting people do”, I thought
to myself. Monty looked at
me quizzically but unfamiliar
smells got the better of him
and off he set, alert but definitely not alarmed.
We walked along some
streets not unfamiliar to me
but for Monty these were treasure troves of unmarked trees,
lamp posts, odd twigs and
apparently barren pieces of
dirt. It was not too long before
he was motoring on empty but
that didn’t seem to matter;
he just had to go through the
motions. Speaking of which,
Monty always goes through
the motions whenever we go

kibbled
“Monty looked
at me quizzically
but unfamiliar
smells got the
better of him
and off he set...”

for a walk. A fine habit as far
as our backyard is concerned
but it does mean that we
always have to travel with
plastic bags.
I knew there was a public
rubbish bin along the barista
drag so I headed for that.
Being in a well populated
shopping precinct, the bin
was almost full and as I executed a backhand toss of
the plastic bag to the top of
the pile, I caught a glimpse
of gold balls and a black foil
bottle top. A few steps on, the
penny dropped. Back I went.
Ten o’clock, Sunday morning,
everyone eating and drinking, unconcerned about an
ageing gentleman with a dog.
Unconcerned as he retraced
his steps to the bin where his

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre

suspicions were confirmed.
Years of experience has
taught me that a bottle with
a bulging top, covered in foil
is bound to be a bottle of
champagne, unopened. And
it was. Not just any old bottle
but it was one that had come
all the way from France. Next
to it was a two-tiered plastic
container, still hermetically
sealed and glowing with gold
foil wrapped balls of chocolate truffles. What to do?
I hate waste of any kind and
I admire recycling so I had no
option but to save the truffles
and champagne from an ignominious end as landfill. As
Monty and I scuttled away, I
examined my treasures for
cleanliness. They were in
pristine condition, but how
and why? What story could
be behind the abandonment
of such love tokens? As Monty
continued to sniff and cock
his leg for the rest of the walk,
I pondered the possibilities.
A petty theft. Some yobbos
had pinched the champers
and chockies from the nearby
grog shop and dumped their
haul in the bin when they
realised they had been seen
and didn’t want to be caught
with the spoils on them? Nah!
Too unlikely. Such yobbos
would have brazened out the
confrontation and would be
well away by now.
A ‘bucks night’ prank? The
groom’s friends had discovered the present designed
to be handed over to the
dewy eyed bride the following morning. What a laugh if

he discovered, the next day,
that his peace offerings were
missing. Once again, nah! I’m
living in the 1950s.
My conclusion was more distressing. Imagine the scene.
Things hadn’t been going
too well between the lovers.
A misunderstanding had occurred. He hadn’t read the
signs accurately. She had
assured him that unless he
changed his ways, that was
it. After talking with his mates
about these “weird women”,
he worked out a strategy to
restore the lovers’ harmony. A
phone call was made, a lot of
quick talking took place and a
meeting was agreed upon. She
insisted they meet in a public place, a coffee shop or a
restaurant perhaps. He agreed
and on the way, dropped by
the bottle shop to collect
some gift ammunition.
He should never have bothered. It was recriminations
from the first word. He was
insensitive, selfish, only concerned with his interests and
didn’t take enough care of his
appearance, She stormed out
and he was left, numb with
his hands full of unwanted
love tokens.
Outside, the rubbish bin
beckoned, a symbol of his
love life. He deposited the
gifts and left.
Nearing home, I tallied up
the brownie points a bottle
of French champagne and
chocolate truffles were going
to buy me.
ROGER KIBELL

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

• Taxation Return Preparation
• Electronic Lodgement Service
• Accounting & Business Consultants

New & Custom Made
Professional Design & Dressmaking
Clothing Alterations
Ph 0419 158 144 or 9844 1905
Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540

JOHN ROBERTS

and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

23 Warrandyte Diary

May 2014

Three birds better than one
nature
By LINDA ROGAN

OW I envy my
friends who can
confidently identify almost any bird
on hearing its call
or catching a quick glimpse as
it flies from tree to tree. Except
for the most common locals,
I find I need a good photo to
have confidence in identifying
birds I am seeing.
This month three birds have
competed for my attention.
Largest and most remote
from Yarra valley, a big raptor
circling overhead caught my
eye. We were camping along
the Sapphire Coast in NSW. I
had a hunch what it may have
been and I had my camera in
hand and ready to go. Five
quick shots then it was gone.
One shot was in focus and
the graceful bird was entirely
in frame and the brown to
cream pattern underneath was
distinctive.
It was definitely not a wedgetailed eagle as it lacked the
diamond shaped tail. Being
by the sea, I immediately
thought it may be a white-bellied sea-eagle, commonly
found all around the Australian coastline. A check of my
bird books confirmed this
bird was a juvenile. For me,
photographing such a bird in
flight is a rare and welcome
occurrence. It makes my day
for a week or more.
This campground had another surprise for me.
A natty olive-green bird with
a distinctive black head and
crest and fluffy white cheeks
was hopping about, occasionally sitting on the fence wire
then disappearing into the
scrub when I reached for my
camera.

Pointon Builders

& Handiworks

CARPENTER &
REGISTERED BUILDER

lawn mowing
weeding
mulch
tall grass slashed
pruning
clean ups
small landscapes
general household maintenance
guttering

Call Nick
0419 355 905

Phone mary 0421 967 933
or kosta 0434 994 729

TOM KERKHOF

TELEVISION
Servicing the area for 40 years
The Common Bronzewing
posing on the fence.
Photo by Linda Rogan

The distinctive whip cracking call of the male, followed
almost immediately by the
answering “choo, choo” of
the female confirmed that this
was the eastern whipbird. In
the past, I’ve seen it in the distance in wet forest shadows of
East Gippsland and in the enclosure of the Museum Victoria’s Forest Gallery. This is an
iconic Australian bird found
in wet forests and rainforest
habitats from eastern Victoria
and north as far as Cooktown
where appropriate habitat
remains. It is more often heard
than seen. Eremaea Birdlist
reports sightings at Jumping
Creek Reserve, Warrandyte
State Park, in 1987 and 2011.
What can trump an eagle
and a whipbird? Strangely, for
me, the common bronzewing.
This bird has crept gradually
into my awareness since my

earliest sojourns into the
bush after immigrating in
1979. To me, it was usually an explosive clatter of
wings with a whirr of feather
noise when I had approached
too closely, or the mournful
persistent oom oom oom I
couldn’t trace. Pizzey and
Knight tells me that this is
the breeding call and that it is
“repeated at three second intervals”. At least five species
of pigeon and dove are listed
at Warrandyte State Park. The
common bronzewing is in fact
the most commonly appearing on the Eremaea Birdlists.
My husband has lived in
Greensborough since the
late 1960s and remembers
watching them grazing under
the acacia trees that he had
planted. By the time I arrived
in the garden in 1982 the only
pigeons or doves I remember

seeing in the garden were the
spotted turtle-dove. It arrived
in Australia from Asia in the
1860s onward. In recent years
and especially this autumn,
the bronzewings have been
seen pecking at seeds in our
back garden each time I go
out. They sneak behind the
acacias and grasses, frustrating attempts for photos.
Once again, my husband’s
“birthday birdbath” has paid
off, attracting a wary male
bronzewing. Upon the fence
it eyed the birdbath. The iridescent patches on its wings
showed to great effect. A veritable rainbow of iridescent
colours as he turned this way
and that, with my photos
catching mainly the red, yellow, greens and blues. I am
lost in the display. Now I feel
I have truly seen the common
bronzewing.

Dog biscuits in the dunny

AV I N G c h e m o therapy isn’t a
massive amount
of fun, I’ve discovered.
On day one you leave the oncology ward with an armload
of books and pamphlets, most
of which remain largely unread. Scanning the contents
tells you enough. At the time,
I really didn’t want to know
any more.
In one book, a chapter
called Managing side effects
includes masterly understatement after masterly understatement: “feeling tired”,
“lacking energy”, “loss of appetite”, “nausea or vomiting”,
“hair loss”, “skin problems”,
“constipation or diarrhoea”,
“mouth sores”, “memor y
or concentration changes”,
“effects on the blood and
immune systems”, “nerve and
muscle effects”, “changes in
hearing”, “sex and fertility” …
Each of their little paragraphs begins with a few
gentle words such as “many
people experience this” or
“some people experience

KD’s Garden

that” – statements which any
normal person would read
and think: “That’s not going
to happen to me!”
Yep. I was going to bulldoze
my way through it. Strength,
endurance and a cast-iron
stomach would stand me in
excellent stead.
One or two things did puzzle
me, however. Near-fatal doses
of highly cytotoxic substances
can’t possibly be good for
you, and the accompanying
safety information strongly
reinforced this point. You
go home from the oncology
ward positively dripping nasty
chemicals, substances that it
would be extremely bad for
anybody else in the family to
come into contact with. There
are dire warnings about bodily
fluids, contact with others and
disposal of toxic waste. I started to wonder how our septic
system would cope. Flipping
through the book, the only
instruction I could find was to
“contact the manufacturer of
your septic system”. Cripes.
What would a concrete caster
know about cytotoxins?

KEITH WALKER

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Lawn Mowing
Garden Tidy Up
Pruning
Handyman Services
0488 553 594
keith.walker24@gmail.com

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

Being a thorough sort of
researcher, and finding nothing specifically useful via Mr
Google, I decided to phone the
council, since they use septic
inspectors from time to time.
The girl at the shire offices
was immediately hooked. How
come nobody had ever asked
this question before? There
are literally hundreds (if not
thousands) of people having
chemotherapy in Victoria on
any given day. At least some of
them must have septic tanks.
I left her in a flurry of activity.
Coincidentally, I bumped
into a neighbour a few days
later.
“How’s your septic going?”
was one of his first questions.
“Are you using dog biscuits?”
Dog biscuits?
“Yes. When my father-in-law
was having chemo, we were
told to put dog biscuits down
the toilet every day …”

Any particular type or quantity? No amount of asking
around provided an answer
to that.
Meanwhile, the girl at the
shire offices had got onto
one of the septic inspection
contractors. He phoned me
back a day or two later. He’d
never heard of anybody using
dog biscuits.
“What you probably need
is a dead chook,” he decided,
although admittedly it wasn’t
something he’d tried. “If you
kill off the septic system,
you’ll need to kick-start it
again. In the olden days they
used to throw in something
dead …”
Right. No wonder the “Safety” chapter left that topic
alone! We decided to experiment with the dog food option
and hope for the best. It seems
to have worked. After three
months, there are no unpleasant smells wafting down the
hill. The septic has survived.
I too have survived, but it’s
changed my life. The prospect
of feeling even vaguely normal
again is SO exciting!

DIGITAL Televisions,
Stereo Systems, DVDs,
Digital Set Top Box Systems,
New Digital Television
Set-ups

PTY LTD

Extensions, Renovations,
Decks, Pergolas
and Maintenance
HIA Member for
over 20 years

WARRANDYTE

WARDROBES
Specialising in inbuilt
wardrobes and carpentry
More than 20 years
experience
FOR A FREE QUOTE
PHONE ARTHUR ON

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

0412 55 05 85

bradley curtis

Yoga, Meditation &
Creative Dance

ELECTRICIAN

▲ Domestic
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Airconditioning Installation
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

Release your stress
Improve your well being
Calm your mind in serene
surroundings
Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128

bhavacentre@gmail.com

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS
CALL BRIONY ON 9844 0555
A BIT OF WARRANDYTE
BY THE SEA!
Available again after 2 years
(sorry to all those who have missed it)

WYTALIBA
mudbrick cottage at Aireys Inlet

Set on two acres of bush and cottage
garden it has three bedrooms (2 queen
beds, two singles), a fully equipped
kitchen, open fire, courtyard with bbq.
15 min walk (3 min drive) to beach,
general store and close to bush walks
in the Angahook State Forest.
Available Jan/Feb and all school
holidays. Minimum 2 night stay.

Phone Karen on 0425 609 789
for bookings and enquiries

Support local traders

PORT
DOUGLAS

BEAUTIFUL PORT
“Shout Yourself to a Holiday”
APARTMENT – POOL – RESORT

2 bedroom fully self
contained 2 min walk to
famous 4 mile beach,
short walk to
Macrossan Street shops
and world class restaurants.
CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY:

0409 359 240

grant mcgregor
0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

love
landscapes

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

Functional products with
artistic qualities – hand
rails, screens, gates, house
hardware, handmade to
your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER
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Hello Dolly at Warrandyte High
Diamond Valley Singers present “Hello Dolly”. Performances at Warrandyte High School
Theatre, Alexander Rd, Warrandyte, on July 4, 5, 9, 11, 12
at 8pm and 5, 6, 12 at 2pm.
Bookings on: 9439 7843 or
www.trybooking.com/ENIH.
Tickets $30, $25 concession
and for a group of 10 or more.
Under 16 is $10.

Need help?

Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business
Experienced Technicians

We come to you
Phone 1300 264 552

RSL gigs

Live music sessions. Monthly
Bands by the Bridge. RUST
performing Sunday, May 25,
between 4 and 8pm. Sausage
sizzle available from 6pm.
BYO food platter welcome.
Band donation appreciated.
Inquiries: 9844 3567 after 4pm
weekdays.

Grand gigs

Electric Intent, Friday, May 9.
Peter Grant, Friday, May 16,
Threezacrowd, Friday, May
23 and Electric Intent, Friday,
May 30. From 8pm.

Open studio

Nillumbik artist open studios
open again on weekend of
May 10-11. Inquiries www.
artistopenstudios.com.au

out of the inbox
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
Publicise your coming events.
Items for Out of the Inbox are
welcome. Include full details
of date, place and time and
post to: Warrandyte Diary,
PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic
3113 or emailed to: briony@
warrandytediary.com.au.

awareness of breast cancer
and money for research. This
walk is in memory of a member of the WTC, Sara Sharpe,
who lost her battle with breast
cancer. See story in sport pages. Please join us on Sunday
May 11. Details: www.mothersdayclassic.comlau/event/
vic/melbourne.

Classes at WNH

Felted Scarf, using Australian
Merino wool. A beautifully felted scarf is completed in this
one day workshop. Saturday
June 14, 10.30am–4.30pm at a
cost of $78. Also, learn basic
beading and jewellery making
techniques. Suitable for beginners or those with previous
knowledge. Two sessions,

1pm-3pm on May 24 and 31,
at a cost of $48. Warrandyte
Neighbourhood House in the
Warrandyte Community Centre. Contact 9844 1839.

Storytime

It’s on again at the Warrandyte
Library on Wednesday May 21
at 11am. ‘Too many elephants
in this house’, by Ursula Dubosarsky with guest storyteller.
Free, no bookings required.
Inquiries 9859 4250

FOWSP Walks

Friends of Warrandyte State
Park are taking a 5km easy
stroll from Candlebark Park
to Beasleys Nursery on Thursday, May 22, at 9.30am. To book
call 9840 9124 or email eepadmin@manningham.vic.gov.au

Join the RSL

The RSL club situated in
Brackenbury Street, opposite
the bridge, is open every week
day from 4pm-7 or 8pm, for
that after work drink and chat
or a game of pool. Sundays
are open from 4pm–8pm with
a monthly band performing
for the enjoyment of one and
all. At 6pm a sausage sizzle is

Mother’s Day

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS
Economical Repairs to:
TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,
Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops
Telephones:
Repairs, Advice, Cleanup
Moves, New Batteries
Virus Removal, Wi-Fi
Extra Phone Sockets
Broadband Installation
ACA Licensed Cabler

WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest
way to send your message to the
Warrandyte community is a mini ad
in the Warrandyte Diary. $10 for 5
lines (30 characters per line), then
$1 each additional line, prepaid.
Phone 9844 0555.

SUPPORT LOCAL TRADERS

WARRANDYTE
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷
All types of
glass, glazing,
mirrors, shower
screens

Terry Ryan
9879 0373

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Thanks again to the RSL for
providing our community with
the opportunity to remember
all soldiers, sailors and airmen,
past and present. A wonderful
service followed by an equally wonderful morning tea.

Uniting Church
Hall

F o r Wa r r a n d y t e U n i t i n g
Church bookings for the
months of May, June and
July, contact Kerry Podmore
on 0403 169 575.

Gold and silver shine and glitter
give them chocolate, give them sugar.

Lots of rabbits reproducing
laying eggs that last forever.

HOUSE PAINTING Call your local
painter for friendly and efficient
service. No job too small. Seniors
discount available. Phone Clint’s
Progressive Painting Service 9844
4969 or 0424 731 830.

ANZAC Day

Easter toll

DIARY MINI ADS

PHILLIP ISLAND Cape Woolamai
3 bedroom Townhouse (sleeps 6).
Fully self contained. Close to surf
and safety beaches. Phone owner
0433 572 355.

One act plays, June 27 and 28
and July 4 and 5. Don’t miss
out on another wonderful
event at the Mechanics Hall,
put on by the Warrandyte
Theatre Company.

To Chapman Gardner for all
the wonderful work done on
our home, during a time of
distress. Tom and Ruby Bone.

How we love them, watch them quiver
scouring honeyed hiding places.

M O S A I C S TA I N E D G L A S S
Beautiful panels for doors and
windows; natural themes and small
panels a specialty. Free quotes.
Shan 9712 0024.

Theatre

A big thank you

The Warrandyte Theatre Company would like members of
the community to join them
for a walk around ‘The Tan’
with ‘Team Sara’, to raise

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70
years young. 3000 weddings. Still
going strong. John Byrne 9844
2155, 0418 995 189.
CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely, in style and comfort.
Airport transfers, Parties,
Weddings. City and Suburb to
Suburb. Up to 6 passengers &
luggage. Call Clive for bookings
0412 556 801.
SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE
We care for your pet when you
cannot be there. Honest, reliable
and professional care in your own
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943
or leave a message on 9722 2592
DRAFTING SERVICE Qualified
structural, civil and geotechnical
draftsman, 32 yrs. (Autocad 25yrs).
Ring Ian 0401 050 191.

available. It is the volunteer
members who organise and
provide the entertainment,
along with manning the bar.
The band days are great fun
for all ages. Members are
dwindling and the club would
welcome more people to join
this well established, enthusiastic group and keep our local
RSL going.

Pile them up in mounds of plenty,
pile them up on groaning tables.
Moaning Jesus hanging
up there, smiling Jesus full of love.
Creeping cars on crawling freeways, petrol stations
of the cross, fill your faces while you’re waiting.
Angry drivers full of chocolate,
angry Romans full of hate.
“Who‘s this cultist, all forgiveness?”
give them chocolate, hang him up.
And they die of too much eating,
kill themselves with too much rage.
Easter takes too great a toll,
give us back benign Ostara —
one more ritual Christians plundered.
But all they did for celebration
is drink some wine
and plant some seed.
KAREN THROSSELL

painting &
decorating
Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.)
& Associates
Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte
Consultation by Appointment

Andrew John
Managing Director

Phone 9844 3071

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au
w: fourwallspainting.com.au

NEW WEEKEND HOURS
SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes
• Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490

selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993

A L L

W O R K

G U A R A N T E E D
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Duncan’s tasty Thai kitchen
By MICHELLE PINI

ARRANDYTE’S Duncan Robertson and
Andrew Beck have
created a hot new
cooking program.
Filmed on location in Thailand,
Duncan’s Thai Kitchen follows Warrandyte chef Duncan Robertson of
Vanilla Orchid fame, as he journeys
around Thailand mixing with locals
in the mountains, learning to grow
rice, cooking up a storm on beaches
and discovering exotic new ingredients.
Produced by Andrew and Duncan,
using recipes developed by Duncan
and Thai-born wife Julia, with music by (brother) Doug Robertson
and cinematography by Andrew,
the TV series is a true Warrandyte
production. Even post-production
and sound mixing was done in local
studios.
The show is breathtakingly colourful, capturing stunning, rainforest
waterfalls and bustling markets filled
with fresh produce as backdrops.
“We set out to make a cooking program that celebrates Thai food and
culture but we didn’t want it to be
pretentious,” Duncan says.
The rapport between Duncan and
Andrew is obvious.
“We just got on and had a great
time. It opened my eyes to what Thailand is all about: colourful and earthy
with the freshest, most diverse food
and the warmest, happiest people,”
Andrew told the Diary.
“Andy’s talent in finding perfect
locations and using available light
to bring it all to life, took away the
stress and made the whole experience relaxing for me,” Duncan says.

New show and a new book:
Duncan Robertson with Thai chef
Chiang Mai. Inset: the new book.

Together, they have created a
visual feast, which also provides
easy-to-follow instructions on how
to make exotic dishes such as jungle
pork curry as well as favourites such
as pad thai.
Working with nine crew members
out of a van, which also held all the

television and cooking equipment
as well as luggage, the trip posed
organisational challenges.
The team slept in shacks in high humidity, with chickens running around
and worked from 7am to midnight on
most days but “we never got tired”,
according to Duncan.

Andrew agrees. “The crew were incredible, with such positive energy”.
Duncan has since adapted many
new ingredients and techniques
from the trip into the menus at his
restaurants, Vanilla Orchid and River
Kwai. He says, “I also learned from
the locals along the way and used

Grand winter menu is a pub grub winner
review

l Duncan’s Thai Kitchen screens
on Channel GEM Mondays at 2pm,
and is repeated 10.30am Tuesdays
and noon Saturdays. The cookbook
is available from Vanilla Orchid
restaurant in Yarra St.

Diary bites
with Basil Fettucine

TAKE ME TO THE MOON
News came through that Cocoa Moon
clocked up its three-year anniversary
last week, which is hard to believe –
hasn’t it been something more like 10
years already? Such a mainstay in the
main street these days, it’s difficult to
imagine life without Andres and his
team. We also noticed the cool little
café on the corner is officially aligned
with the terrific “suspended coffees”
concept: Suspended Coffees is the
advanced purchase of a cup of coffee.
It is a pay-it-forward, anonymous act
of charity and kindness to those less
fortunate.

By SCOTT PODMORE

OU know the pub grub
must be pretty good
when the head chef is
more than happy for a
journo to check out his
fare while he has the day off and
lets the sous chef take the reigns.
It speaks volumes about the faith
he has in his kitchen team and confidence in his new menu.
Post-renovations, the “new”
Grand Hotel Warrandyte has well
and truly cruised into its second
year with balance, great food, regular entertainment and a top atmosphere, and manager Peter Appleby
and team have proven they were
prepared to listen to the punters in
giving them what they want on the
food front.
Head chef Brad Hawker’s new
winter menu demands you come
back for more. It’s all about hearty
meals to fend off the winter chills,
interesting fusions and colours,
and it’s big on flavours.
Complementing the tasty treats
is an inviting simple and elegant
restaurant setting. Floor to ceiling
windows, plenty of space and a
snazzy cocktail bar to retreat to for
pre or post dinner drinks.
Our eyes immediately were drawn
to the masterstock fried chicken
wings for something to share and it
didn’t disappoint.
The wings aren’t smashed on the
grill, but rather cooked to sticky
perfection with added Szechuan
salt and soy caramel flavours, proving to be a match made in tastebud
heaven when blended with the
coleslaw salad comprising coriander, mint and baked garlic crisps.
For main, I couldn’t resist the new
ribs offering: 400g fall-off-the-bone
American-style pork spare ribs
with smokey whiskey BBQ glaze,
rosemary salt-sprinkled chips and
scrummy coleslaw.
My better half launched into
something a bit lighter with the
salt & pepper spiced calamari with
Asian salad, Vietnamese dressing,
fried shallots and lime juice.
Just to make sure we didn’t starve

things like pickled bamboo, dried
fish and rainforest flowers.”
Julia, who Duncan describes as “an
amazing chef”, went to the markets
each day with her sister Nong to
find inspiration and steered many
of the dishes.
Duncan and Andrew completed the
tour and filming in 23 days, resulting
in a series of 12 episodes as well as
Duncan’s Thai Kitchen, in cookbook
form. They are already planning the
next series.
“We’ve had some fantastic feedback and the ratings have exceeded
our expectations,” Duncan says.

MAKE MINE A MANUKA
Manuka honey – who knew the health
benefits aside from the great taste?
Basil was alerted to the fact by “the
mayoress” of Warrandyte at Quinton’s
IGA, Julie Q, that Manuka honey,
sourced from New Zealand’s remote,
pollution-free forests, is renowned
for its unique flavour and health benefits. The bees feed off the Manuka
plant (Leptospermum scoparium)
which has delicate pink or white flowers and is native to New Zealand. So
what does it do on the health front?
Studies show it can be super effective
against a wide range of bacteria, so
things like rashes, wounds and other
skin infections; not that Basil claims
to be a doctor, mainstream or alternative, mind you. But people swear by it
so maybe the next time you get that
giant bull ant sting, well … slop some
Manuka on it. “We have heaps of it in
varying strengths,” Julie Q says.

– in case a Melbourne Hill Rd flood
swept through town – we sealed
the deal with a $10 lemon meringue
tart that was so well presented you
could be forgiven for thinking it
was hand-delivered by the Stony
Creek Studio in North Warrandyte.
There’s no point banging on
about the Grand Hotel’s impressive
and diverse wine list, either, as
everyone knows it’s one of the best
around for great bubblies, reds,

whites and stickies.
While well satisfied with our orders, one look around at the other
diners’ tables (yes, it was flat out
which is a sign of a great lunch
venue) and you can’t help but take
mental notes about what to have
next time – think haloumi, blackbean and toasted corn quesadillas
with sour cream, Spanish style
mussels, chunky chicken kievs,
lamb steaks, huge braised Wagyu

beef pies, beer battered barramundi, and a Surf & Turf that will make
your eyes pop out.
Verdict? Chef Brad and his team
are serving up the ultimate $100 (a
couple of wines included) winter
lunch for two, and everything of
value either side of that.
l Visit www.grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au for more details.

DIP INTO DUNCAN’S RECIPES
Want to cook like our Duncan Robertson does on Duncan’s Thai Kitchen
(see main story)? Well don’t forget to
subscribe, or at least visit, the official
YouTube channel bit.ly/1m3dF2N for
the TV show where there are scrumptious How To videos where our Vanilla
Orchid main man is whipping up all
sorts of goodies like massamun curry,
pad thai noodles and green chicken
curry.
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The environment
was Joan’s great
passion in life
Joan MacMahon
(13 October 1948-12 April 2014)
OAN MacMahon was a
local identity – a person
of strong conviction who
cared about things that
matter. The environment
was her great passion and she was
happiest when planting trees. She
lived in Warrandyte for 22 years.
More than 250 people attended Joan’s funeral last month, at
Montsalvat, a place where she
worked as a volunteer and a place
with which she had a great affinity.
Joan’s love of the community –
and her involvement in multiple
facets of community life in Warrandyte – meant that she had friends
in many places. She could often be
seen wading through the river, in
her river shoes, to go to the market
or the IGA. It was practical, environmentally friendly and probably
wiped about 3km off the trip from
her home in Bradleys Lane.
Warrandyte resident and senior
aquatic scientist with Melbourne
Water, Trish Grant, first met Joan
when Joan offered to volunteer
with the monitoring of water health
at Andersons Creek. She arranged
to meet Joan at the wooden bridge
near Stiggants Reserve and was
amazed to see Joan coming across
the river from the back of her home
on the opposite side. Trish said
that this spoke of Joan’s “sense of
place” and commitment to live by
her principles, treading lightly on
the earth – qualities in Joan she
found deeply inspiring.
Joan loved plants and gardening
and worked tirelessly for the local
environment, especially during
her 20-year association with the
Friends Of the Warrandyte State
Park (FOWSP).
She was a highly valued committee member, enthusiastic worker
and well respected for her ecological insights. Joan’s earlier working
life, for many years, had been as a
microbiologist. Her knowledge and
friendship were greatly appreciated
by the group, as was her passion
for bushland, both local and across
Australia. Ben Gotlib shared a
striking memory: “Joan led a small
group on a walk to a sparse hilltop
in Warrandyte. Near a flowering
golden wattle Joan explained, in
less than half an hour, the relationship of the geology, soil type,
altitude, local weather and flora
and fauna, in the clearest way. I’ve
been on many walks with highly
knowledgeable people but this was
the most inspiring.”
Joan probably had a hand in
weeding and revegetation of almost every corner of Warrandyte

State Park and her son, Daniel,
remembers regular times of tree
planting at Pound Bend – followed
by damper on a stick and billy tea.
The FOWSP group intend to have a
tree planting in Joan’s honour later
in the year.
For many years Joan operated a
business, Warrandyte Garden Care,
from the back of the family Holden
Commodore. Through the business, she looked after the Warrandyte Community Centre garden for
many years, where she planted and
tended many native plants. The
Warrandyte Bakery garden was another place of Joan’s garden handywork. The tall, graceful sheoaks
growing in front of the Warrandyte
Community Bank, in Yarra St were
also planted by Joan.
Joan taught a Colourful Natives
for Cottage Gardens course at the
Panton Hill Living and Learning
Centre. Family friend, Janet Hodgson, said Joan had an extraordinary
appreciation and knowledge of the
bush and inspired others to care
for the environment.
In many ways, Joan was blissfully
unaware of fashion, trends and
popular culture in general. She
was happy wearing her clothes on
a long-term basis whether fashionable or not. She would often
show off her “new” clothes, but, of
course, this meant they were probably new from the Op Shop.
Sadly, depression played an
almost constant role throughout
Joan’s adult life. Treatment included excessive ECT, which resulted
in the loss of much of her memory
and, importantly, a lot of her cognitive function. This caused her
extreme distress and frustration
and made her depression worse.
Old friends would often bump into
Joan, and to her huge frustration
she sometimes wasn’t able to re-

member them clearly.
The following quote from Chief
Seattle, an American Indian who
lived in the 1800s, was a favourite
of Joan’s and summed up her approach to life.
“All things are connected. Whatever befalls the Earth befalls the
people of the Earth. Humans did
not weave the web of life, we are
merely a strand in it. Whatever we
do to the web, we do to ourselves.”
Joan was greatly loved by her
husband, Ken and sons Daniel and
Rowan and will also be hugely
missed by a large number of friends
and family.

Family farewells
Joan Elaine Dines
ONG-TIME resident of Warrandyte Joan Elaine Dines
has died at the tender age
of 91.
Joan, her husband and
daughters moved to Warrandyte in
1962 where she lived until last year.
Joan quickly became involved
in the community with Red Cross,
Meals on Wheels, Sunday school
and school canteen. She worked
at McDonald’s newsagent in the
1970s. A long-time member of the
Warrandyte Arts Association pottery group, her work included her
contribution to the path tiles near
the bakery, the folly statues in front
of the hall and various other com-

munity projects.
She started the first girl guide
group in Warrandyte and many of
the girls of local families attended
throughout the 1960s.
She continued her interest in pottery, attending classes at the old
fire station while maintaining her
passion for kiln form glass in her
home studio.
Joan lived with her daughter after
her health deteriorated and died
peacefully among family.
Joan has seven grandchildren and
eight great grandchildren.
She will be sadly missed, a lovely
lady and our mum.
Sueann, Debby and Mandy
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Students hold The Golden Key
WARRANDYTE High School’s Year
12 theatre studies class presented a
new work last week, set in an Irish
traveller gypsy camp.
The audience were invited onto
the stage to sit at the campsite,
where the show was performed in
the round. The travellers emerged
from their tents and introduced
themselves – a wonderful array of
colourful characters developed by
the performing ensemble.
They proceeded to tell a traditional Swedish folk tale, which was
full of magic, drama and romance.
They were able to move between
their story characters and gypsy
characters, which enabled them to
comment on the nature of fairy stories and their importance.
Pictures: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Australian Ballet visits WPS
THE Australian Ballet visited
Warrandyte Primary School last
month with its flagship education program, Out There – The
Australian Ballet, aimed at students aged five to 12.
A specifically trained dance
education ensemble, two male
and two female dancers, teach
children that ballet is more
than just tutus and tights.
The program is designed to
foster movement skills, promote fitness and encourage
engagement. It is both fun and
informative.
Out There offers students
practical experience, highlighting the range of physical and
social skills engaged in dance
learning.
Students who may have some
initial reservations end up responding enthusiastically.
Each year the Australian Ballet conducts a survey of participating schools and 100 percent
note that they would like a
return visit.
A recent report from the Australian Council of Educational
Research found that children
who participate in arts experiences perform better academically, stay in school longer, engage more in learning and have
higher self-esteem.
Out There is now in its eighth
year with 60,000 children
around Australia having had
the opportunity to experience
dance.

ACPS respect the ANZACS
ALL children and teachers at Anderson’s Creek Primary School were
involved in their own Anzac Day
Service on Tuesday April 23 with
a service conducted around the
school’s flagpole in bright sunshine.
Children listened to the history
surrounding Anzac Day to deepen
their understanding of the landing
of the ANZACs at Gallipoli.
As part of the commemoration,
Amy Marsden, a parent, led many

others in making, labeling and wrapping Anzac biscuits for sale.
A percentage of the sale of the Anzac biscuits will be donated to the
Warrandyte RSL.
Anderson’s Creek Primary School
student leaders also laid a wreath of
Australian native flowers at the Manningham Schools Annual Schools
Anzac Day Service conducted by
the Rotary Club of Templestowe the
following day.
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Panthers spinning their wheels
Silly Old
Buggers
skipper
scores a
Broadbent
BMX racing is not for the faint-hearted, from four years olds through to
adults (over 50s), and they are all
out enjoying the sport and racing at
Park Orchards Panthers BMX Club
at Stintons Reserve Park Orchards.
Fifteen Park Orchards Panthers
entered the Victorian State Series,
which meant they would race at six
different tracks (Lilydale, Oakleigh,
Warrnambool, Bendigo, Shepparton,
Wyndham) over three months, with
the best five results giving them their
placing as part of the series.
Families and competitors travelled
across Victoria to compete on a
diverse range of tracks all requiring
different skills to be successful. Over
300 riders registered at these events,
with many from interstate in practice
for the nationals which were to be
held in Shepparton at the time the
Diary went to print.
Park Orchards Panthers had a very
successful series: Sam Paxton scored
second place in the 11 year old boys,
Jake Seeber came fifth in the same
age group, and Lachlan Kelly finished

seventh. In the 10-year-old girls, Tayla Bonham achieved a third placing
while Mia Webster snaffled a second
in the 8-year-old girls.
All racers’ skills have been further
developed over the series as they
have had to practice and refine
new techniques to suit the different
tracks.
BMX is a quite technical sport with
many elements affecting their race:
a good start when the gate drops,
manualling, pumping, jumping (getting air), peddling, high-lows on the
burms and planning your line and
strategy through to the final push
over the finish line. The regular

coaching sessions have paid off for
this group who seemed to pull it all
together for the series.
Sam Paxton and some of his Panthers’ colleagues were competing
this past weekend at the BMX National Championships in Shepparton. Over 3000 riders from around
Australia and New Zealand were
competing to grab a much sought
after “A” plate. The top eight riders
of each class earn the right to ride
for 12 months with their award plate.
Who said the Black Panther didn’t
exist?!
Pictures: IAN DUGGA McLEAN

LOCAL cricketer Ian Sharp was
honoured at the Victorian Over 60s
Cricket Association (VOSCA) annual
dinner last month with the presentation of the Alan Broadbent Trophy
for 2013-14.
Sharp, the skipper of the Warrandyte Cricket Club’s Over 60s team
(affectionately called SOBs – Silly
Old Buggers) received the award
that honours a player who has gone
above and beyond in his role of serving the interests of his club.
As an inaugural member of the
VOSCA competition, established in
2000, holding leadership with Victorian representative teams, including
captaincy of the victorious Victorian
Over 70s at last season’s national
championships on the Sunshine
Coast and acting as WCC delegate
to the VOSCA general committee, on
top of his commitment to the Warrandyte Cricket Club Veterans, Ian was a
popular recipient of the award.
Not only that, Ian was awarded
Life Membership of VOSCA for his
tremendous contribution to VOSCA
since its inception.
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Conquering the High Country
A WARRANDYTE team of four
“semi-serious adventure seekers”
last month embarked on a three-day
hike during Easter into the Victorian
high country to raise awareness for
multiple sclerosis.
Organiser and team leader Peter
Sharpe told the Diary last month
that the group had come together
with a simple plan – “To get out and
get active, and to choose a charity
to raise some money for.”
The other men in the group, Dale
McCartin and Matt Elliott, have
known each other for a long time
with Peter and Dale having played
cricket together for Warrandyte in
the 1970s.
“We have at separate times hiked
the Kokoda Track, the Sandakan
Death March Route in Borneo, and
Peter and Matt were part of a local
team that tackled Oxfam in 2013,”
Peter said.
“Each year I think up a new challenge and then a new charity to support. I then asks friends who want
to join in. Local author and close
friend Suzanna Paxton was the first
to commit. She just said, ‘Great idea,
I’m in’, which was terrific.”
Suzanna had not met the other men
but from the outset was “the motivator”, according to Peter.
“If it needed doing it was her drive
that got it across the line,” he said.
Peter chose the alpine region for
its challenge and grandeur. He also
chose the MS Society, but for significantly different and personal reasons.
“My nephew’s fiancé has been
diagnosed with MS and has battled
so calmly and defiantly that she is
a constant inspiration,” he told the
Diary. “MS affects a large number of
the population and it is a disease that
has no known cause or cure.”
Peter said he wanted to raise funds
and in no small part raise awareness
of the need for support for sufferers
and their carers.
The foursome headed off from
Harriettville in the foothills of Bogong high plains. Some adrenaline
and nerve issues, mainly from new
recruit Suzanna, followed the group
up the steep early traverses of the
Bungalow spur. The first aim was to
reach the Federation Hut below the
summit of Mt Feathertop – reaching
it in daylight would be the bonus.
But rain and subzero wind hit the
group about half way up.
“It was a big shock to the system
as we were sweating heavily from
the hike and also trying to keep dry

from the rain,” Peter said. “Visibility
was down to less than 20 feet so any
chance of enjoying the view was
replaced with visions of wondering
whether I packed spare clothes!”
After reaching the first hut, tents
and food was organised and the
group leader said the “enjoyment of
a hot cuppa” at such a moment was
an understatement.
“Other hikers were sheltering at
this site and great tales of adventures
were passed around. We didn’t have
much to add except Dale had nearly
stepped on a baby snake on the way
up,” Peter said.
“By the end of the night, and with
a little Dale McCartin spin, the snake
ended up being a five foot man-eating
monster and he had literally saved
all our lives!”

After dark and with grim weather
set in, a stark realisation of potential
dangers was to come. Two girls who
left the base of the mountain late,
and who subsequently bore the
brunt of the rain, arrived at camp
very late. One of the girls collapsed
into the hut and was suffering what
the Warrandyte crew thought was
some mild hypothermia.
“Suzanna, a qualified nurse, was
quick to act,” Peter said. “Calmly
warming and getting the girl’s body
core stable was paramount. Her
blood pressure was very low and
with some basic leg elevations and
energy foods, she slowly regained
composure and normality.
“The temperature was a bracing
-5 and waking up to ice on tents and
sleeping bags was a bit surreal. Also

surreal was the beautiful clear sky
and view. The day ahead could not
have been a greater contrast than
the previous one.”
A hard but inspiring hike up to the
summit of Mt Feathertop was first
and then along the famous Razorback to Mt Hotham was achieved
by the group.
“The support crew of partners and
children was so welcome. The kids
ran out about a kilometre to meet
us and proudly carried our heavy
packs to the Mt Hotham carpark,”
Peter said.
“We undertook an afternoon hike
to Mt Loch which gives a great view
back to the range we had just hiked.
The group encountered another
cold morning the next day as they
embarked on a 14km downward

journey on the Bon Accord Spur to
Harriettville.
“That was very testing on the
knees, but five arduous hours later
we proudly walked into the Sunline
Hotel Harriettville for a well-deserved counter lunch,” Peter told
the Diary.
At the time the Diary went to press,
the team had raised more than $1500
towards MS and is still receiving
pledges of support.
“Doing something for others isn’t
hard, it just takes an idea, a plan and
some action,” Peter said. “The group
has already started planning the next
challenge.”
If you would like to support MS
visit https://ms-communityfundraising-vic.everydayhero.
com/au/the-spamms

enced squad have so far stood up
well to the challenges of the Big V
competition.
Holding Coburg to just 57 points
and gathering 14 steals showed
that the Venom came to play and
succeeded on the defensive end in
what was a good win.
The experienced players led the
way as captain Jed Bentley had 13
points, while Ryan Holloway and
Jessie Aitchison contributed 10 each.
The Divison One Men started the

season off well with a great win but
have since dropped off with four
losses in a row. Sitting sixth on the
ladder in their pool, they will be
looking to get some more wins on the
board to give themselves a chance at
playing finals.
In their last game they went down
to Latrobe City, 70-90. Former Venom star Vashon Weaver punished
Warrandyte with 17 points and nine
rebounds.
Solid performances by Nathan
Marsh and Johnathan Murphy unfortunately weren’t enough to get
Warrandyte the win.
Successful Easter tournament
Over the Easter break some Venom teams took part in the Easter
Classic basketball tournament held
in Adelaide. Five Warrandyte teams
including the 14 Girls, 18.3 Girls, 18.1
Boys, 18.2 Boys and 20.1 Boys all
made the grand final. Just two out
of the five teams won.
The 14 Girls won a close one
against the Salvo Saints, 33-31.
Finally the 18.2 Boys won a nailbiter against Knox 3. Warrandyte
was two points up with six seconds
left in the game, however, a tough
shot from one of the Knox players
made the scores even. The Venom
quickly inbounded the ball and went
coast to coast and earned two free
throws with just one second left on
the clock.
Despite only hitting one of the
shots it was enough to get them over
the line. The game was not over yet,

however, as the clock expired when
it shouldn’t have and after a strong
protest from the Knox head coach,
they were rewarded with one second
being put back on the clock but failed
to score off an alley oop play. Final
scores were 27-28.
This is the second tournament win
of the year for the 18.2 Boys and the
team is keen to participate in the
Queen’s Birthday tournament to go
for the three-peat.
Coach Phil Noone said: “There
were about 30 supporters cheering the team on, including seven Adelaide locals related to the
coach, which provided a substantial
groundswell of support and it’s loud
cheering seemed to help propel the
boys into that last barnstorming finish. It made for a terrific atmosphere
and a very memorable occasion.
The boys have now won both their
tournaments this year and the parents and coaches are enormously
proud of their efforts to date.
He said the support of parents
and friends was always very helpful
as it “seems to propel the boys into
better efforts than a normal minor
round game”.
“The ‘cheer squad’ has been really
good and most magnanimous in their
support for the team. I’ve always felt
that makes a difference,” he said.
Saturday Redbacks competition
resumed this past weekend so stay
tuned for reports next month.
Winners: The 18.2 boys after their
grand final win in Adelaide.

Mixed results for Warrandyte Venom
By CHRIS WILLIAMS

WITH Round 5 completed, the Big V
competition is just getting warmed
up and has so far produced mixed
results for the Venom.
There is still plenty of room for
improvement for all four Warrandyte
teams who still have plenty of games
ahead of them.
Since the start of the season, the
state championship senior women
have been struggling and are currently sitting at the bottom of the ladder
with a 0-5 record.
As it is only their first year at this
level and not even halfway through
the season, they still have lots of
time to improve as a team. In a recent game they couldn’t overcome
the Eltham Wildcats who defeated
the Venom 62-31. Warrandyte was
close at half-time but only scoring
two points in the third quarter made
getting the win a tough ask.
Top scorers were Tiff Hodgson with
nine points and Amanda Hederics
with six.
The Youth League One Women
have started the season on a fantastic note and sit on top of the ladder
with six wins and no losses. So far the
girls are on track to be as successful
as they were last season when they
took home the championship.
With a good mix of young talent
the girls are looking like a force to
be reckoned with and haven’t even
looked like losing a game yet. Their
most recent success came against
the Camberwell Dragons when the

Venom scored the victory 72-51. In an
impressive showing for Warrandyte,
the team recorded 27 assists and 48
rebounds, which helped the girls on
their way to the win.
Maddison Taylor and Amber Saunders both scored 15 points.
In men’s action the Youth League
Two Men knocked off top-of-the-ladder Coburg very comfortably, 76-57.
Currently sitting fifth on the ladder
with three wins and two losses, the
now younger and more inexperi-
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Dyters third on ladder

Real test coming next fortnight
By CHRIS CHAPMAN

FOUR rounds into the 2014 season
and Warrandyte’s senior team has
already notched up as many wins
as it could manage in 18 rounds
in 2013.
After stumbling at the first hurdle in Round 1 against Silvan, the
Bloods haven’t looked back and
have comfortably accounted for
Eastern Lions, Surrey Park and
a depleted Nunawading side on
Saturday to sit in third position
on the Eastern Football League
Division 4 ladder.
After a tough 2013 campaign
that included the players having
to settle for temporary change
rooms and the senior citizens hall,
there was an air of excitement as
players and coaches settled into
the newly opened change rooms
at Warrandyte Reserve for their
match against Nunawading on
Saturday.
The Bloods dominated play
from start to finish in slippery
conditions, leading by eight goals
at half-time before taking the foot
off the accelerator and running
out 64-point victors, 12.13 to 3.3.
Livewire forward Luke Dunn
continued his good form with
three goals, following a career
best eight-goal haul against Surrey Park in Round 3. Warran-

dyte’s Glenn Archer also provided
a big presence in the first half up
forward and contributed with one
goal.
One of the real success stories
for the club early in the season
is the Reserves who have established themselves as Division 4
bullies, sitting undefeated on top
of the ladder with a percentage of
757. Saturday’s result was indicative of their season so far, defeating Nunawading by 155 points (26
goals). Jack Wright booted five,
while Ben Taylor and Pat Heffernan snagged four apiece.
The Under 19s are yet to register
their first win, but are showing
signs of improvement and have
been far from disgraced with
hard-fought losses of 32, 25 and
10 points.
A Round 4 bye gave them a
week’s rest due and a chance to
regroup.
The next two weeks will be a
timely test as the Bloods face two
of the stronger Division 4 sides in
Forest Hill (this Saturday at home)
and the highly anticipated local
derby against Park Orchards (May
17 at Park Orchards).
The club will be boosted by the
return of talented key position
player Lee Evans who returns
from injury.

Killer on the loose: Josh “Killer” Eyre clears the ball out of defence against Nunawading on Saturday.

In memory of Sara
By SHAUN EWART

THE Warrandyte community has
rallied around a team of locals preparing to participate in the Mother’s
Day Classic to raise money for breast
cancer research in memory of North
Warrandyte resident Sara Sharpe
who tragically lost her battle with
the illness earlier this year.
Sara’s husband Colin says he is
“astounded” by the level of support
that his family has received from the
local community since she passed
away in March.
“It was just constant phone calls
and offers of help from everyone in
the community,” Colin says. “People
would be on the doorstep with food
and so many offers of anything they
can do.”
Team Sara will participate in the
annual event while thousands of others enjoy the day at the 97 locations
throughout country.
The Melbourne Mother’s Day Classic involves a 4km and 8km walk or
run around Alexandra Gardens and
the Tan Track.
The Mother’s Day Classic started in
1998 and has since raised $19.8 million for the National Breast Cancer
Foundation.
Sara was first diagnosed with
breast cancer in 2012 and while
undergoing chemotherapy decided
to attempt the walk for the first time.
This was yet another feat of
strength that her loving husband
describes as one of Sara’s defining
characteristics.
“Sara was quite ill at the time and
was undergoing chemotherapy,” Colin says. “Mother’s Day was coming
up and she thought, ‘Rather than just
going out for breakfast why don’t we
go and do this walk’.”
With a team of 15 supportive
friends and family members, Sara
completed the walk despite her
illness.
It was that strength Colin was
grateful his wife instilled in their two
children, Kate and Elise.
“The main thing for my family now
is the way that she has really rubbed
off on the children… they’re very
strong girls,” he says. “They really
take after Sara.”
Towards the end of 2012, Sara had
finished her treatment and her health
was rapidly improving so the team
assembled once again to participate
in the event, raising over $2000 for
the cause.
Tragically, Sara was re-diagnosed

with secondary cancer in December
of 2013 and passed away in March
of this year.
“It was really, really quick,” Colin
told the Diary. “We knew that we
have to keep going on with the legacy
of doing the Mother’s Day Classic.”
This year Team Sara hopes to raise
$5000 for breast cancer research, an
amount Colin believes the team will
easily surpass.
“So far we have about 24 people on
the team and have raised just under
$4,000,” Colin says. “We’re in the top
20 teams. Our goal is $5000… we’ll hit
the goal quite easily.”
The team hopes to grow to over 30
members for this year’s event and
will sport specially made Team Sara
T-shirts when they participate.
The event has people on stage
giving talks about their fight with the
illness and others supporting their
loved ones in pink costumes.
“There are a lot of people there who
are fighting breast cancer… there are
a lot of women in pink and men in
pink tutus and T-shirts,” Colin says.
“It’s pretty tough for a man to go
out in a pink tutu but they’re doing
it for a good reason.”
Colin lovingly describes his wife as
being a popular and caring woman
who really knew how to take care
of people.
“Sara was someone who had lots of
friends and she looked after them…
she knew how to keep in contact with
them,” he says.
Sara’s influence on the lives of her

friends was clear as mourners came
all the way from her native England
for her funeral.
“There were a few people who came
over that were childhood friends and
it just astounded me that she could
keep in contact with these people
after 40 years,” Colin says. “They
felt so strongly that they hopped on
a plane and came over for a week to
go to her funeral.”
In a moving gesture, Sara’s employer, Origin Energy, organised a bus to
transport her many work friends to
the funeral.
After living in Adelaide for 12 years
Colin and Sara found themselves at
the Grand Hotel Warrandyte one
evening and decided at that moment
that Warrandyte was where they
wanted to live and raise a family.
The Sharpe family easily immersed
themselves in the Warrandyte community once they arrived in Melbourne. The girls joined the Warrandyte Netball Club and Colin
soon found himself involved in the
administration of the club.
Sara was a member of the Warrandyte Theatre Company and performed in the comic sketches of the
Follies at the Warrandyte Festival.
Her many friends at the theatre
company dedicated this season’s
Follies to Sara’s memory.
l You can support Team Sara
and make a donation to breast
cancer research on the Mother’s
Day Classic website at www.mothersdayclassic.com.au

Sharks or Bloods? Battle begins
By PETER MACAULEY

IT’S what the local football world has
been waiting for: the beginning of what
could be a fierce rivalry between Park
Orchards and Warrandyte football clubs
when they come head to head at Domeney Reserve on May 17.
After all, we know what happens
when blood is in the vicinity of a shark.
While the Bloods have had a hiccup in
dropping down to Division 4, they are
eager to make a big impact and return
to Division 3 next season. Part of that
will mean taking on the mighty Sharks
who have been impressive in Division
4 since the Park Orchards Football Club
began three years ago.
This season, especially, they have
been solid.
In fact, the Sharks have built up an
enviable record in Division 4 of the
Eastern Football League. The Park Orchards Under 19s side has twice won
the premiership and the club’s stated
goal of providing a pathway for the
Park Orchards Junior Football Club is
being achieved.
After forming in 2011, the club’s senior team has steadily improved.
New coach John Brown has built on
the foundation that former coach Peter
Nicholson set and at the time the Diary
went to print the senior team was undefeated and sitting second on the EFL
Division 4 ladder.
But it’s obvious what the biggest day
in the club’s short history will be – and
that’s taking on next-door neighbour
Warrandyte on the Sharks’ home turf at
Domeney Reserve (known as the Shark
Tank) on Saturday, May 17.
The two clubs are looking to develop
a fierce and ongoing rivalry as they
seek bragging rights for the Greater
Warrandyte area and be the first to
claim the Warrandyte Community Bank
Cup.
Both club presidents told the Diary
they would like to thank Mark Challen

and his team at the Warrandyte Community Bank for their great support.
Adding spice to the game will be the
return to senior football of Shinboner
of the Century and Kangaroo great Glen
Archer who will turn out for Warrandyte after a one-off appearance for the
Sharks last season.
The Eastern Football League has
advised that the Park Orchards v Warrandyte match will be the broadcast
game on Radio Eastern 98.1FM for that
round.
“Park Orchards patron Kevin Sheedy
and No.1 member Alan Richardson,
the senior coach of St Kilda, will both
be offering advice to the Sharks in the
lead up to the match,” Sharks president
Stephen Harrington told the Diary.
Richardson, Sheedy, Archer and two
teams hungry for the inaugural Warrandyte Community Bank Cup … there’s
no doubt all roads lead to Domeney Reserve, Knees Rd, Park Orchards to see
who will win the battle on May 17.

Ready for battle: Park Orchards coach John Brown shakes hands
with No.1 member and St Kilda coach Alan Richardson recently.
Top: Warrandyte Community Bank’s Mark Challen with the cup.
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Crash, bang – let the mighty Bloods through

Smiling assassin: Warrandyte Junior Football Club’s Under 12s player Tynan Kontos burst through the banner for his 50th game recently. Pictures: Sallyanne Hartnell

Jarrah’s fighting spirit rewarded
By RUTH BIRCH

SEVENTEEN-year-old Jarrah Sofarnos was a popular choice as
vice-captain of the Warrandyte Junior Football Club for 2014.
Renowned for his bravery on the
field, that courage and determination
extends well beyond the footy field.
Only last year Jarrah was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma after noticing a large lump
growing fast in his neck.   
Even though he was sick while
battling the disease, the Year 11
student was determined to continue
supporting his team and the club,
still getting along to as many games
as possible as a spectator.
Jarrah is the first to admit he
wasn’t as concerned as he probably
should have been when he was first
diagnosed. Last year he was picked
to head off on an exchange program
to Germany for three months in July
with his school, Rudolf Steiner. Unfortunately he had to postpone after
finding out he was sick just days
before he was due to leave.
“I was more annoyed about missing
my trip to Germany than anything
else! I mean, you hear people get
cancer and you think, oh, that’s
really sad and it must be hard, but
you don’t know what it’s like until
you have it and I didn’t realise what
I was in for,” Jarrah says.
“You just have to be positive in
those situations, if you go in negative, it makes things 10 times worse
and it seems like it goes a lot slower.”
While Jarrah was first told he
would need to have six to nine
months of treatment, his positive
attitude could have had a lot to do
with the fact that he was given the
all clear after just three months,
meaning his trip was back on the
cards and he left in October.
During his treatment, the team
rallied around him and it was Jarrah now on the receiving end of the
support of the Warrandyte Junior
Football Club. He was blown away
when the club presented him with

Picture: Gareth Dickson

a signed jersey of his favourite
team, Essendon, on presentation
night last year in recognition of his
determination.
He says the best part about playing footy for Warrandyte is getting
to run on the field with the guys on
his team.
“They are my teammates, but they
are also my friends. I also just got
back from a fooy trip to Fremantle
where we got to play on Paterson’s Stadium which was great, it
really brought us together,” he says.
“Warrandyte is a great club – everyone there really cares and they
were a big support for me last year.”
Along with team captain Jack Poole
and teammates Ben Richardson and
Josh Huntly, who make up the rest
of the club leadership group, Jarrah

hopes to use his new role to bring the
team together, as well as inspiring
closer bonds at the club.
Almost 200 local kids will don
the red and white for the Bloods in
season 2014, proving how important
the leadership group is in supporting
young men and boys in the community.
The group has been discussing
ideas on how they can benefit the
team and club in general and create
a feeling of one big family through
family nights. They also aim to encourage the younger guys to commit
to training by offering them support
as mentors.
As Jarrah puts it: “That’s where it
starts, if they give up when they are
young, it’s harder to get pick up when
they are older.”

Positive spirit: Jarrah Sofarnos has overcome cancer and is ready to rumble.

After finishing VCE, Jarrah hopes
to either travel or study outdoor
education, before possibly heading

Cyril helps out Junior Bloods
MEANWHILE, 3aw’s Good For
Football program, supported by
YV Toyota, helped bring another
current AFL star, Hawthorn’s Cyril
Rioli, to Warrandyte Reserve for
a training session with the junior
Bloods players last month.
The Hawks wizard trained with
the Warrandyte Junior Football
Club Under 15s and “Junior”
stayed around to sign autographs

and have a bit of a kick with all the
juniors.
“It was a great night,” WJFC president Ross Snowball said. “We are
especially grateful to Dave Lennon
and the team at Yarra Valley Toyota
for their tremendous ongoing support of the Warrandyte Junior Football Club. The kids and plenty of
grown-ups got a real buzz in seeing
Cyril train with the boys.”
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to Camp America where he will no
doubt be a fantastic role model for
the kids he will mentor.

Winter netball
is in the swing
for new season
THE 2014 winter netball season
has kicked off with a bang for
the Warrandyte Netball Club.
The club has 23 teams participating in the Doncaster and
Districts competition held in
Templestowe this season, with
age groups ranging from Under
9 through to Open age.
This year also sees the club
with the most Open teams participating that is has ever had.
Four rounds have been completed so far with 16 out of the
23 of the Warrandyte teams
sitting in the Top 4 on their section ladders.
Due to the school holidays
and public holidays there were
a few weeks off, but all teams
and coaches have launched
back into action in May.
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