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Painting community values
A new mural created by the community has been installed on the Wood Street walkway near Templestowe Village. A collaboration 
between Manningham Uniting Church, local Indigenous artist Robert Young, Colombian-Australian artist Katira, and representatives 
of Templestowe’s diverse community, the  five-part mural is an expression of community values. See more on Pages 12 and 13.

Photo: SANDI MILLER Detail of the church community mural
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The M&N Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where the 
municipalities of Manningham and Nillumbik now stand, the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung 
people of the Kulin nation, and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and 
emerging — and acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people continue to play within our community, and seeks to tell their stories.

Readers are advised that the Warrandyte 
Diary and the Manningham & Nillumbik 
Bulletin accept no responsibility for 
financial, health or other claims published 
in advertising in this newspaper. 
Responsibility for election and referendum 
comment in this issue is accepted by 
James Poyner.
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and businesses that make Manningham and Nillumbik the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production costs and 
associated expenses.
The rates listed below are for the M&N Bulletin only, for advertising in its sister 
publication, the Warrandyte Diary contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our 
website.
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Manningham and Nillumbik form the gateway to the Yarra Valley, and is a place where 
city meets country. The Yarra River and its triburaries sustained a thriving culture for 
aeons, until the gold rush of the 1850s saw settlement stretch across the region. 
The area soon became home to miners, orchardists and tradespeople, as well as 
the artists who founded the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now the outer edge 
of Melbourne, each township has developed its own character, but has much in 
common with its neighbours. We all love the beauty of our natural environment, our 
rich cultural life, and the achievements of our community members.  The Manningham 
& Nillumbik Bulletin is an expression of these values and the quest to uphold them.

The Manningham & Nillumbik Bulletin has a print run of 2,700 and is distributed 
throughout Manningham and Nillumbik.
Published about the 3rd/4th Tuesday of the month, it aims to keep the residents of 
Manningham and Nillumbik engaged and informed about art, culture, community 
sport and important issues.
It also exists to give the communities of Manningham and Nillumbik a voice so that 
they have a space to celebrate their achievements and to stand their ground when 
internal and external forces challenge their identity or local amenity.
The M&N Bulletin also serves as a contribution to the historical record, so that in 
the decades that follow, our children and our grandchildren will be able to look 
back and see what was happening now, and what your community did about it.
With a strong, independent voice, the M&N Bulletin supports the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, 
Christmas Hills, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Panton Hill,  
St Andrews, Wattle Glen, Diamond Creek, Research, Eltham, Donvale, Doncaster, 
East Doncaster, Lower Templestowe, Templestowe, Hurstbridge, and any suburb, 
group, or community within our municipalities that needs a voice.
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State of the pandemic

BY JAMES POYNER
IN THE 24-HOUR reporting period before July 19, there 
were 244 new COVID-19 cases reported in Manningham, 
taking the active caseload up to 1,322.
In Nillumbik, there were 131 new cases, totalling 656 
active cases.
These numbers are consistent with what is being reported 
in our neighbouring Local Government Areas (LGAs) and 
in LGAs across the state — Coronavirus is everywhere.
There were 12,201 new cases state-wide, with 9,953 of 
those detected through RAT kits.
In Victoria, as of July 19, there are 65,416 active cases of 
COVID-19 that have been reported.
With pandemic measures significantly relaxed and, 
in many situations, mask-wearing a recommendation 
instead of a mandate, vaccination is one of our most 
effective defences against this virus.
While first and second dose uptake hit 95–97 per cent, 
the uptake of the boosters (third and fourth doses) 
has slowed since the end of March, when the eligible 
population (16+) raced to 64 per cent in three months.
Reporting figures on July 19 indicate in Victoria that 73.5 
per cent of the eligible population has received three or 
more doses; nationally, that figure is 70.9 per cent.
Residents of Manningham and Nillumbik who have been 
able to and have received at least three doses should 
be proud as our municipalities are ahead of the curve 
at 75.7 and 78.2 per cent respectively of those eligible 
vaccinated.
There is some concern in the community regarding 
the three-month window between being infected 
with COVID-19 and getting a booster and the new 
understanding that the current Omicron sub-variants 
BA.4 and BA.5 can cause reinfection of those who have 
had the virus within 28 days (four weeks).
Reports from the Australian Health Protection Principal 
Committee (AHPPC) and the Australian Technical 
Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) address this 
issue.
AHPPC notes in its COVID-19 winter update:

“BA.4 and BA.5 are associated with increased immune 
escape, and we are likely to see rates of reinfection rise 
among those who have previously been infected with an 
earlier COVID-19 variant and those who are up to date 

with their vaccinations.
Vaccination continues to be the most important 
protection against severe illness.
Given reinfections may occur as early as 28 days after 
recovery from a previous COVID-19 infection, the 
AHPPC advises that the [official] reinfection period be 
reduced from 12 weeks to 28 days.
People who test positive to COVID-19 more than 28 days 
after ending isolation due to previous infection should 
be reported and managed as new cases.”

On July 13, ATAGI agreed with the AHPPC report but still 
recommended interval between infection and vaccine 
remain at three months.
“Evidence suggests that BA.4/5 is associated with a 
higher re-infection rate compared to previous variants, 
and this is likely to be due to immune evasion,” the ATAGI 
statement said.
ATAGI explains there is not a lot of data on the additional  
protection a booster provides in the short term, if it is 
administered soon after infection, adding:

“Immunologically, a longer time interval between 
vaccines enhances the ‘booster response’ and subsequent 
clinical protection, particularly against severe COVID-19 
disease.
The COVID-19 vaccines have a modest, short duration 
of impact against infection and as the primary aim of 
the program is optimising protection from severe disease, 
a three-month interval, therefore, remains optimal.”

Masks
Pandemic (Public Safety) Order 2022 (No. 3), which came 
into effect on July 12 and will be in effect until October 
12, states that masks must be carried at all times and 
people should wear a mask when visiting hospital and 
care facilities and when using public transport.
All levels of government and healthcare professionals are 
also recommending that people wear masks indoors in a 
public place (such as a supermarket or shopping centre) 
or in a situation where it is not possible to social distance.
In addition, the Victorian Department of Education and 
Training, Independent Schools Victoria, and the Catholic 
Education Commission of Victoria sent a joint letter to 
parents and carers stating they are asking students and 
staff to mask up for the remainder of winter.

“Students won’t be required or expected to wear masks 
when outdoors, and this expectation won’t stop student 
participation in the full range of school activities, 
including music, sport and performances.
We are asking for your support in explaining to your 
child or children the importance of this simple step that 
will help keep our schools as safe as possible.
We also ask that you make sure your child (or children) 
takes a mask to school (and wears it if they are travelling 
on public transport) or collects a mask when they arrive 
at school.
We all appreciate how important it is for students to be 
back at school.
This action will help make sure as many students and 
staff as possible are protected from COVID and other 
winter illness.”

Pandemic payments
To help reduce the spread of COVID-19, the Federal 
Government reinstated the Pandemic Leave Disaster 
Payments, which, in accordance with the COVID-19 
Disaster Payment (Funding Arrangements) Act 2021, 
which expired on June 30, 2022.
Following a meeting of the National Cabinet in mid-July, 
the following statement was released:

“In recognition of the risks associated with more 
infectious new variants through the winter period, the 
Commonwealth agreed to reinstate the Pandemic Leave 
Disaster Payment to 30 September 2022.
Eligibility for the payment will be backdated to July 1, 
2022, to ensure that anyone unable to work owing to 
isolation requirements in this period, without access to 
paid sick leave is supported.
Access to these payments will commence from 
Wednesday, July 20, with existing eligibility requirements 
to continue.
We have agreed to share the costs of the payment 
50:50, between the Commonwealth and the States and 
Territories.”

These payments are targeted to help those on lower 
incomes and casual workers maintain a basic income 
while sick with COVID-19.
To apply and to check your eligibility, visit Services 
Australia at www.servicesaustralia.gov.au.

Community Hospital site questioned

Dear Editor,
RE: The Community Hospital. 
It appears again that Vicki Ward MP for Eltham is being 
economical with the truth.
When she told the Bulletin that Main Road was 
discounted because “the old shire office site would 
require moving the protected Shillinglaw Trees, as well 
as the sale of the kinder, memorial hall, and the senior 

citizens hall”, she did not mention that the Main Road 
site has two variants — one that does require the above 
to occur and one which does not.
The second variant keeps the build on 895 Main Road 
only and so does not require the kinder, memorial or 
citizens hall to be touched.
Yet Vicki responded to you as if only the first variant 
exists.
Why our MP engages in these half-truths God only 
knows, but even if she was right, it still doesn’t explain 
how she has ignored the six other better options her own 
experts assessed to get to Ryans Road.
What is clear though is that she is not representing the 

wider community interests in picking a site rated by 
VHBA as having the worst road access, the worst public 
transport access, the joint worst access to other health 
facilities like the Austin, and the joint worst access to 
non-health services, being located nowhere near a Major 
Activity Centre.
Vicki needs to come clean on why and how this site is 
in our wider community’s best interests and not of a 
select few, or worse, of herself in a rush to be seen doing 
something before the Election.
IAN HENDRY
MONTMORENCY

TALKING POINT

New daily active cases in Victoria, data courtesy DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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Cracking down on car crime

THE “YOU’VE BEEN checked” campaign, a collaboration 
between Crime Stoppers Victoria and Victoria Police 
launched recently will continue over the course of the 
following month as these agencies crack down on car 
theft by encouraging car owners to break the habit of 
leaving their vehicles unlocked and valuables on display.
Crime Statistics Agency data shows 14,881 motor vehicle 
theft offences were reported state-wide in the year to 
March 2022.
There were 47,140 thefts from motor vehicle offences 
during the same period.
Over the next month, Crime Stoppers and Victoria 
Police members will be visiting carparks across several 

municipalities to check that vehicles are secure, and 
valuables are not visible.
Crime Stoppers Victoria Chief Executive Stella Smith 
said their teams would check cars and provide safety kits 
to encourage people to “lock and check” before leaving 
their vehicles.
“In the kit, people will find a QR code, which they can 
scan to find out how securely they left their car and how 
to avoid becoming a target for thieves,” she said.
The Crime Statistics Agency’s figures show that 45 per 
cent of the time, there is no visible force when a car is 
stolen.
Vehicles being left unlocked is a common issue; in some 
instances, stolen keys have also been used.
Crime Stoppers and Victoria Police are highlighting 
the importance of changing behaviours when it comes 
to securing your vehicles and not leaving valuables on 
display.
It only takes a second to lock your car, but replacing 
your phone, ID, credit cards, and the vehicle is lengthy.
“The most common property items stolen from vehicles 
include cash and personal documents, car accessories, 
power tools, mobile phones, and laptops.
“Theft of property from motor vehicles can cause 

considerable financial loss and inconvenience.
“Theft of your personal documents can also lead to 
identity theft,” said Ms Smith.
Inspector Paul Morgan from Victoria Police stressed the 
importance of ensuring your vehicle is secure, whether 
you are at a train station, local shops, shopping centre 
or simply at home.
“Lock your car and always physically check it is locked.
“Vehicle theft impacts people’s sense of safety.
“That’s why we’re so determined to address it.
“Working with Crime Stoppers allows us to bring 
attention to this issue.”

North East link prepares to tunnel
FROM WATSONIA to Bulleen, work is stepping up ahead 
of major construction of the North East Link Tunnels.
In Watsonia, the main launch site is taking shape for the 
two massive tunnel boring machines that will help dig 
the 6.5 kilometres of tunnels.
With the compound site now ready, crews will start to 
realign a 300-metre section of Greensborough Road 
between Wattle Drive and Watsonia Road in the coming 
weeks.
This will create space to build the tunnel boring 
machine (TBM) launch box while keeping traffic moving 
alongside the tunnel construction work.
Work will also start to prepare nearby Winsor Reserve, 
where a large acoustic shed will be built to support the 
TBMs.
The shed will help contain noise, dust and light spill, and 
excavated dirt will be safely loaded onto covered trucks 
inside the shed and securely carried off-site.
From August, crews will set up work compounds along 
Greensborough Road and Bulleen Road to get ready to 
build the ramps and tunnel entrances, the new tree-
lined boulevard along Greensborough Road, and tunnel 
ventilation.
Acting Premier Jacinta Allan said the North East Link is 
more than just Victoria’s biggest road project.
“It’s the biggest-ever investment in Melbourne’s North 

East, getting trucks off local roads and slashing travel 
times.
“With our TBMs on order, locals will start to see a lot of 
activity as we make changes to Greensborough Road to 
keep traffic moving before welcoming our tunnel boring 
machines.”
The significant increase in construction activity will 
include the removal of trees and vegetation within the 
project boundary in line with the project’s extensive 
environmental approvals.
State Government has said as many trees as possible will 
be kept — including avoiding the much-loved Bulleen 
River Red Gum — and more than 30,000 trees will be 
planted.
And for every tree removed, at least two will be planted 
as part of the largest tree planting program for a major 
road project in Victoria.
As construction ramps up, community groups are also 
set to benefit from a new fund to support local projects 
as North East Link is built.
The $10 million North East Community Fund will support 
projects big and small, bringing lasting community 
benefits to areas most impacted by construction.
Grants of up to $100,000 will be available for projects 
such as tree planting, community festivals, new 
equipment for local sporting clubs, and community 

centre upgrades. 
Community partnerships over $100,000 will be 
considered for larger community projects.
Member for Bundoora Colin Brooks said the new fund 
is a great opportunity for community projects while the 
government builds a road project that will change the 
way people move around the northeast and ultimately 
give local roads back to local people.
This builds on $68 million already invested in community 
sports facilities across the northeast. 
Applications for the first round of funding are open until 
August 21, with rounds each year during construction. 
Speaking further on this, Member for Eastern 
Metropolitan Sonja Terpstra said:
“Not only are we going to get trucks off local roads —
we’re going to work with the community to maximise 
the benefits of this vital project.”
North East Link is expected to fix the missing link in the 
freeway network, overhaul the Eastern Freeway, build 
Melbourne’s first dedicated busway, complete the Ring 
Road and build a North East Trail with more than 34 
kilometres of walking and cycling paths.
If you are a local community group interested in applying 
for a share of the $10 million North East Community 
Fund, visit bigbuild.vic.gov.au/projects/north-east-
link-program/about/north-east-community-fund.
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Designing the gateway to the Green Wedge
BY JAMES POYNER
WITH MAJOR infrastructure works on the Fitzsimons 
Lane/Main Road intersection completed, work in that 
area now turns to improving the facade, replanting and 
other ancillary works.
Visually, the loss of the roundabout, a symbol of the 
transition from city to the bush, is stark, but Nillumbik 
Shire Council, Major Road Projects Victoria (MRPV), 
Eltham MP Vicki Ward, and community organisation 
Southern Gateway Renewal Group (SGRG) are working 
in partnership to establish a new gateway to the Green 
Wedge.
The Eltham Gateway Project is a community-led project 
focusing on rehabilitating and enhancing green spaces 
on both sides of Main Road, between Falkiner Street and 
the Diamond Creek bridge, recreating a new gateway.
The plan is to create a sense of arrival into Eltham and the 
Green Wedge Shire while reclaiming underused roadside 
areas as public open space.
Works will involve landscaping and revegetation with 
indigenous species, a new public artwork, pathways, 
and seating.
The community now has an opportunity to provide 
feedback on the Draft Conceptual Masterplan.
Nillumbik Mayor Frances Eyre said the project was a 
great example of collaboration between various levels 
of government and the community.
“This is a unique opportunity to create a beautiful, 
welcoming, iconic entry to Eltham and the Shire.
“It’s the result of passionate advocacy by our community, 
led by the SGRG and Council.
“I would like to thank Vicki Ward and MRPV for being so 
receptive and supportive of this concept,” Cr Eyre said.
The Bulletin contacted Denis Johnston, Convenor of 
SGRG, to ask about the origins of the community group 
and its goals for the gateway project.
“We are a group of local Eltham people who survived the 
frustrations of the MRPV consultation process to replace 

the Fitzsimons Lane and Main Road roundabout.
“We were ultimately unsuccessful in stopping the 
change, which has resulted in the loss of the treed 
gateway that was the roundabout and its approaches.
“So, we lobbied State Government and Nillumbik 
Council to assist us in creating a new gateway to Eltham 
and Nillumbik Shire.
“The Gateway renewal project is the outcome of our 
work,” he said.
Mr Johnston said he hoped SGRG could advocate for the 
community to ensure its residents end up with a gateway 
they will be proud to come home to.
“We encourage the community to visit our website to 
view SGRG’s likes/dislikes about the Draft Conceptual 
Masterplan and visit Participate Nillumbik to register 
their views.
The objectives we have for the renewed gateway are: 

• Create a sense of arrival at Eltham and the Green 
Wedge Shire of Nillumbik, encouraging slower, 
safer speeds within Eltham.

• Reclaim and revegetate the underutilised roadside 
land areas for environmental purposes and public 
open space.

• Acknowledge the original owners of the land.
• Express the character and history of the area.

Member for Eltham Vicki Ward said the project was a 
fantastic opportunity to rehabilitate the green spaces 
and enhance Eltham’s southern gateway.
“The intersection upgrade at Fitzsimons Lane is working 
well, and this nearby project is an important legacy that 
the community can enjoy.”
Major Road Projects Victoria Program Director 
Dipal Sorathia said his team were excited about the 
collaboration.
“We’re excited to hear how the community would like to 
see this green space come to life as part of the Fitzsimons 
Lane Upgrade project.

“We will develop the space in close collaboration with 
Nillumbik Shire Council and local community members.”
Following consultation, work on the project will start 
later this year.
The plan will potentially be delivered in stages, 
depending on the scope.
The first stage will be jointly funded by Nillumbik Shire 
Council and MRPV and is anticipated to be completed 
in early 2023.
Other stages will be completed as further funding 
becomes available.
The Bulletin asked SGRG how it envisages the new 
gateway will replace what was lost in the Fitzsimons 
Lane works.
“We lost vegetation when the intersection was built, and 
we want this new gateway area to look natural rather 
than built.
“We believe the gateway areas need to look natural using 
predominately plants rather than hard landscaping to 
address the objectives.
“With strong community input, the gateway design 
can be seen as belonging to the community and be 
developed and maintained over the decades ahead”, 
said Mr Johnston.
As part of the rehabilitation of the area, trees that are 
dead, hazardous or in poor condition will be removed.
This is proposed to be undertaken at the same time as a 
separate project in the neighbouring Eltham Lower Park 
to remove hazardous trees and undertake rehabilitation 
works.
The opportunity to review the Draft Conceptual 
Masterplan and provide your feedback is nearly over, 
with the consultation period ending at midnight on 
Wednesday, August 3.
Those interested are encouraged to visit the Eltham 
Gateway Participate Nillumbik page, participate.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/eltham-gateway and SGRGs 
website, southerngatewayrenewal.org.

Member for McEwen thanks community

FEDERAL MEMBER for McEwen, Rob Mitchell, is keen 
to thank McEwen constituents for the faith they have 
placed in him following his re-election on May 21, saying 
his job now is to deliver on the promises made during the 
campaign.
“People have supported me and backed us to deliver on 
those promises, so that is my first priority.
“We have already written to Ministers to kick off the process 
of delivering for our community.
“The privilege bestowed onto me being elected as your 
Federal Member has always been about service and what 

we can do for our community.
“With a Labor Government and a focus on a better life for 
working families, secure jobs, a future made in Australia, 
and action on climate change, I am excited about what 
we can achieve.”
Election commitments specific to the region included 
$1.5 million for a Doreen Splash Park and play area, $1.5 
million for improvements to the Diamond Creek outdoor 
pool, $50,000 for upgrades to the outdoor learning space 
at Diamond Creek East Primary School and $50,000 for a 
new Grade 1 playground at Hazel Glen College in Doreen.
“My priorities have always been about our communities, to 
deliver on the promises I made, as I always have because 
it’s about integrity, which is important to us.
“I also think the Australian public has spoken clearly and 
asked for a more progressive government than we have 

had for the last nine years.
“They want action on climate change; they want the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart adopted; the NDIS working right; 
and an independent commission against corruption.
“They believe in a better future under Labor.
“I thank the voters in McEwen for the enormous honour of 
returning me to Parliament; I also have to thank my family 
and my amazing campaign team.
“We had over 230 volunteers on election day, setting up, 
manning booths, packing up, scrutineering the count and a 
huge amount of work was also done leading up to the day.
“It was a massive effort.
“It’s really not about being a win for me; it’s a win for the 
people of McEwen, it’s a win for them,” he said.

FEDERAL POLITICS
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Legislating the future of the green wedges

BY KAHN FRANKE 
IN THE LEAD UP to the 2018 State Election, Premier 
Daniel Andrews promised to strengthen the protections 
for Melbourne’s green wedges.
This was very welcome news.
The Nillumbik Green Wedge Protection Group, Friends 
of Nillumbik, Warrandyte Community Association, and 
at least 150 similar groups across Melbourne under 
the umbrella of the Green Wedges Coalition, had long 
been advocating for political action to better protect the 
integrity of one of Melbourne’s great assets, the green 
wedges.
The green wedges — the lungs of Melbourne — have long 
been acknowledged as one reason Melbourne is often 
listed as one of the world’s most liveable cities.
However, while all political parties pay lip service to their 
value, it usually falls to under-resourced community 
groups to fight for their protection.
This is because the legislative and regulatory framework 
governing the wedges is inadequate and needs 
significant updating and strengthening.
Community groups in Manningham and Nillumbik are 
acutely aware of how difficult it is to defend the wedges 
against well-funded private interests or negligent 
authorities.
Over decades, inappropriate decisions by various state 
governments, local councils and the Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal have led to a steady 
deterioration in the extent and quality of the green 
wedges.

Inappropriate development and land uses have led to 
the loss of bushland and biodiversity.
Urban uses such as private schools and mega churches, 
data centres and exhibition halls have all been allowed, 
resulting in further loss of agricultural land.
Soil dumping and roadside clearing have further 
contr ibuted to undermining agriculture and 
conservation.
Even acceptable development, which is consistent 
with the conservation, recreational and agricultural 
purposes of the green wedges, has often been allowed 
without proper regard to its impact on the land because 
of a failure to manage the extent and footprint of such 
development.
Following Premier Andrews’ election promise, the 
Department of Planning produced a draft document, 
Planning for Melbourne’s Green Wedges and Agricultural 
Land.
While not perfect, this draft offered some hope that 
legislative action might follow to address the current 
planning shortcomings and give effect to the Premier’s 
promise.
However, the final document has yet to see the light of 
day and has languished on the desk of outgoing Planning 
Minister Richard Wynne for over 12 months.
There would appear to be little hope that this Government 
will take action before the November election or share 
with the community its future intentions.
The opportunity for the Andrews Government to rank 
as one of the defenders of Hamer’s Green Wedge vision 
is fast diminishing.
The question is, why has this report been buried? 
There is a growing urgency in conserving the remaining 
bushland and biodiversity.
There is a growing urgency to support farmers and 

preserve agricultural land close to Melbourne to secure 
our food supply and reduce food miles.
There is a growing urgency to reduce the impact of global 
warming by preserving bushland and rural open spaces.
Planning changes are not for the timid and faint-hearted.
They take courage and a single-minded focus on the 
public interest because vested private interests will 
always resist the common good.
Rupert Hamer, as Liberal Planning Minister and later 
Premier, demonstrated great vision and courage in 
creating the green wedges.
The Bracks Labor Government strengthened them by 
creating a strict urban growth boundary to stop creeping 
urbanisation more clearly.
If the Andrews Government is to take its place among 
the green wedges’ defenders, it must fulfil its election 
promises.
At least, let us see the report Planning for Melbourne’s 
Green Wedges and Agricultural Land, and let us see 
whether effective legislative and regulatory reform can 
follow from it.
Hopefully, new Planning Minister Ms Lizzie Blandthorn 
will act where her predecessor has failed.

ABOUT KAHN
Kahn is the President of the Green Wedge Protection 
Group. 
Wedge Talk is the united voice of the Warrandyte 
Community Association, The Friends of Nillumbik and 
the Green Wedge Protection Group, their aim is to educate 
and inform on green wedge issues.
To read more about the issues of this alliance, visit the 
Wedge Tales blog at wedgetales.org.au

WEDGE TALK
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Trail extension officially opened
THE DIAMOND Creek Trail extension was officially 
opened with a community celebration in Hurstbridge.
Minister for Energy, Environment, and Climate Action 
Lily D’Ambrosio opened the trail on Saturday, July 16, 
together with Yan Yean MP Danielle Green and Eltham 
MP Vicki Ward, Nillumbik Mayor Cr Frances Eyre, 
other Nillumbik Councillors, community members and 
organisations.
The 5.5 kilometre extension was constructed in two 
stages and includes eight creek crossings.
Thousands of people have already been enjoying the 
benefits of the shared path for pedestrians, cyclists 
and horse riders since the second stage was finished 
in March.
Cr Eyre said the project was a wonderful example of what 
could be achieved when different levels of government 
and the community worked closely together.
“I would like to thank all those community members and 
groups involved for your drive and advocacy over many, 
many years — this is your legacy.
“I would also like to thank Minister D’Ambrosio and 
our local members Danielle Green and Vicki Ward 
for your generosity, foresight and receptiveness to our 
community’s needs and for making this dream a reality,” 
Cr Eyre said.
Bunjil Ward Councillor Karen Egan said the trail would 
bring thousands of new visitors to the region.
“Hurstbridge is a bit of a hidden gem, but thanks to the 
Diamond Creek Trail, it’s not going to be a secret much 
longer.
“This is a huge boost for our townships, local businesses, 
and Nillumbik as a whole,” Cr Egan said.
Ellis Ward Councillor Peter Perkins said the trail was the 
result of a great collective community effort in advocacy 
stretching back many years.

“I remember attending the first meeting of the 
Trailblazers all those years ago, a meeting which we 
can look back on now as the catalyst for what we’re 
marking today, so it’s great to see Helen Legg and Rex 
Niven at the opening.
“This is a great outcome which will lead to health, 
environmental and economic benefits to our 
community,” Cr Perkins said.
Helen Legg, President of Trailblazers Inc, said she was 
pleased the years of advocacy to all levels of government 
had been worthwhile and had achieved such a positive 
outcome for the community.
“This trail is a legacy for future generations and a safe and 
healthy way for all to enjoy this beautiful environment 
in which we live,” she said.
Also in attendance were members of local running group 
Diamond Creek Runners (DCR).
Its large member base is a feature at Run for the Firies, 
and as they train regularly at the Marngrook Oval in 
Diamond Creek, club runners can often be seen on the 
Diamond Creek trail, as well as on many other local trails.
Sonia Gleeson, DCR President, spoke to the Bulletin 
about what the trail extension means to the running club.
“The opening of the new trail linking Diamond Creek to 
Hurstbridge has been a great addition to the DC trail for 
all of our members at DCR.
“As a local running club, it gives us more options for safe 
and scenic places to run and walk and connects us all 
the way to the city.
“It is wonderful to see so many members of the Diamond 
Creek and surrounding communities enjoying the trail 
at all times of the day,” Ms Gleeson said.
Victoria Walks Executive Officer Dr Ben Rossiter, who 
attended Saturday’s launch, said walking was the most 
popular recreational activity.

“Research has shown there is a growing demand for trails 
providing access to our green spaces where people can 
connect with nature.
“This trail is not only beautiful but public-transport 
friendly with easy access to train stations along the 
Hurstbridge rail line so you can walk in one direction 
and travel by train in the other,” he said.
The Diamond Creek Trail extension was funded with $4 
million through the Department of Transport’s Towards 
Zero initiative (Stage 1) and $5.1 million through the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning’s 
Suburban Parks Program (Stage 2).
Council has contributed more than $4 million toward 
the trail construction across the two stages.

Photo courtesy NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL

Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre sparkles

THOUSANDS OF visitors have enjoyed the Diamond 
Valley Sports and Fitness Centre since it has undergone 
its $16.5 million redevelopment.
And the centre in Greensborough was in sparkling form 
last night during celebrations for its official opening.
Deputy Mayor Ben Ramcharan and Councillors joined 
Eltham MP Vicki Ward, representing Minister for 
Community Sport Ros Spence, Bundoora MP Colin 
Brooks, centre managers Aligned Leisure, sporting 
associations and clubs for the ribbon cutting ceremony.
The redevelopment has seen the centre, first built in 1976, 
completely transformed.
The existing building has been extensively refurbished 
with an extension more than doubling the centre’s 
original size.
Features include:

• Four new sports courts, bringing the total number 
of courts to eight

• New reception and administration area with café
• New and refurbished change rooms and toilets
• Expanded gym with 24-hour access
• Improvements to ensure accessibility for all.

“This would not be possible without the continued 
advocacy on behalf of our community from our local 
members.
“We’ve also worked closely with our leisure centre 
managers — Aligned Leisure — as well as all the local 
sporting associations and clubs who call this centre 
home.”
Blue Lake Ward Councillor Richard Stockman said the 
completed facility continued the revitalisation of the 
Civic Centre precinct.
“This, in many ways, is the crowning achievement in the 
revitalisation of the precinct.
Along with the recently refurbished Diamond Valley 
Library and the playground and outdoor performance 
area, the redeveloped DVSFC will help ensure that the 

precinct is something of which the Apollo Parkways 
community — and indeed the broader Nillumbik 
community — can be rightly proud,” he said.
Nillumbik Leisure Manager Liam O’Brien from Aligned 
Leisure said the centre was fast becoming a key hub for 
a diverse range of activities and health and wellbeing
options.
“From table tennis, badminton, dodgeball and of course 
basketball and netball, DVSFC caters for all. 
Congratulations to all involved in the concept, 
development and completion of this amazing project,” 
he said.
“Aligned Leisure are excited to deliver a range of exciting 
opportunities in the future on behalf of Nillumbik Shire 
Council and the broader community.”
The Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre 
redevelopment has been funded with $6 million 
from Council, and $10.5 million from the Victorian 
Government comprising $8 million from Sport and 
Recreation Victoria and $2.5 million from the Growing
Suburbs Fund.
For information about opening hours and membership, 
go to the Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre 
website.
Outside visitors are greeted by a vibrant 40m mural 
by Indigenous artist Fiona Clarke that reflects on the 

importance of the centre as a gathering place for the 
community as well as improving health and wellbeing.
Deputy Mayor Ben Ramcharan said the centre was the 
second-largest infrastructure project undertaken in the 
Shire, after the Eltham Leisure Centre.
“I would like to thank the Victorian Government, who, 
through Sport and Recreation Victoria and the Growing 
Suburbs Fund have provided very generous support to 
help us create a truly world-class hub for our region,” Cr 
Ramcharan said.

Photos courtesy NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL
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ASPECTS OF PRINT PUBLISHING FOR ADULTS
SUNDAY AUGUST 7 FROM  3PM – 4:30PM

Have you ever wondered about being published? Do 
you have an unfinished manuscript lurking in your 
wardrobe? Come and find out how to go about it.
Come and hear Dr Euan Mitchell, publisher, editor, 
writer and former lecturer at RMIT and Cathy Oliver, 
editor at the helm of Streamline Publishing discuss what 
it takes to get your book published.
Cathy has been an editor in-house and a freelancer for Cathy has been an editor in-house and a freelancer for 
35 years in trade and educational publishing. She 
trained at Heinemann Australia, Macmillan Australia and 
Horwitz Grahame/Ashton Scholastic. Cathy was also a 
Children’s book buyer at Dymocks CBD.

FREE BUT PLEASE DO REGISTER as without sufficient numbers by COB Wednesday, August 3, this event will not proceed. 
RSVP: Cathy Oliver 0409 088 772 or  Streamline Publishing, 22 Commercial Place, ELTHAM 3095 (above Eltham bookshop), 
enter from Town Square) Tues - Sat 11am–4pm, every second and fourth Sunday 10:30am–2:30pm.

Topics include
Publishing options in 2022
Traditional, Self, Indie? Open access? What do these 
terms mean and which is right for you? What costs are 
typical? 

The publishing process: editorial and production
From the final first manuscript to a finished book: what do From the final first manuscript to a finished book: what do 
editors do? What happens in production? Editorial and 
production schedules and costs. How much control will 
you have over your work? 

What do publishers want in submissions? 

FREE
EVENT

Aspects of Print Publishing for Adults

Dr Euan Mitchell | Cathy OliverTalkfest
Streamline Publishing & Gallery Presents...

East Doncaster students shine in Premier’s Awards
BY SANDI MILLER
VICTORIA’S best performing VCE students have been 
recognised at the Premier’s VCE Awards, celebrating 
their outstanding efforts and achievements amidst the 
challenges of 2021. 
Minister for Education Natalie Hutchins congratulated 
the high-achieving students, which includes three 
awards for students from East Doncaster Secondary 
College. 
Victoria’s top performing VCE students received their 
Premier’s VCE Awards during a special ceremony on 
July 20 at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition 
Centre. 
Minister for Education Natalie Hutchins said the award 
winners are testament to how well Victorian students, 
with support from their school communities, families 
and friends, adapted to the challenges of a global 
pandemic and still produced outstanding results.
“Massive congratulations to our top-performing 2021 
VCE students who worked incredibly hard to achieve 
these amazing results,” she said. 
A total of 298 Victorian students received 324 awards 
across 90 subjects, including 296 Study Awards, 25 Top 
All-Round VCE High Achiever Awards and three Top 
International Student Awards. 
The Top All-Round VCE High Achiever awards 
recognise those students who achieved study scores 
of 46 or higher out of 50 in at least five VCE subjects, 
while Study Awards recognise the best performers in 
individual VCE subjects. 
East Doncaster Secondary School students Kristy 
Arulrajah, Alina Chan and Mark Knight received top 
honours this week for their outstanding VCE results 
in 2021.

Kristy Arulrajah received a Premier’s VCE Award for 
being a Top All-Round VCE High Achiever. 
Alina Chan received a Study Award for Further Maths, 
and Mark Knight received a Study Award for Biology. 
East Doncaster Secondary College Principal John 
Roberts said the entire school community was proud 
of their Premier’s VCE Award recipients. 

 “We are delighted that Kristy, Alina and Mark received 
recognition for their significant achievements. 
These awards are a testament to the effort, application 
and resilience of these students to achieve such great 
outcomes within the context of extreme community 
disruption and uncertainty given the circumstances 
of 2021. 
We are very proud of them and are sure that their 
pathways will be successful and fulfilling.”

A high proportion of the Awards were received by 
students from private schools, so the M&N Bulletin 
contacted the Department of Education and Training 
(DET) to ask how the Government are supporting the 
government school sector in addressing the apparent 
disparity in VCE outcomes.
A spokesperson for DET told the Bulletin:

“Victorian government schools deliver world-class 
outcomes, educating over 648,000 Victorian students 
in over 1,550 schools across the state.
Government schools cater for students of every 
background and ability, and the diversity of the student 
cohort is one of the key strengths of our system. 
A range of initiatives supports students based on their 
individual strengths, including a suite of programs to 
extend the learning of our highest achieving students. 
The Student Excellence Program is the Victorian 

government’s flagship initiative for high ability 
students, providing up to 100,000 students with 
additional opportunities to realise their full potential.”

In a statement, the DET said the Andrews Labor 
Government’s $60.2 million Student Excellence 
Program investment is equipping schools with the 
resources, tools and professional learning opportunities 
needed to support high-ability students and make sure 
they have the tools they need to follow their passions 
and talents. 
Every government school now has a high-ability practice 
leader to coordinate their school’s participation in these 
programs and to support their high-ability students. 
As part of the funding, $11.2 million will go towards 
the Victorian High-Ability Program, providing the 
opportunity for up to 57,000 government school 
students in Years 5 to 8 to participate in intensive online 
extension and enrichment programs across English 
and mathematics.
A further $6.4 million will enable continuation of the 
Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series, delivering 
engaging extension activities for up to 100,000 
government school students from Foundation to Year 
12 through universities, tech schools and other expert 
partner education organisations.
The 2022-23 State Budget included a further $37 million 
to continue our Student Excellence Program for a 
further four years.
The DET statement said it recognises the great work of 
government schools through the Victorian Education 
Excellence Awards, which includes a category for 
Outstanding Provision for High-Ability Students. 
The 2022 winners will be announced in October this 
year.
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Planning prevents party disasters
BY SANDI MILLER
PARTIES ARE an excellent chance for people to get 
together, socialise and have fun.
For teenagers, when they may encounter their first 
experience of alcohol and other drugs, risky behaviour 
becomes more likely.
This means things like:

• drinking too much alcohol (sometimes called 
binge drinking)

• unprotected or non-consensual sex
• drink driving — or getting into a car with an 

intoxicated driver
• drink spiking
• drug overdose or alcohol poisoning
• getting into a fight
• getting injured

Domestic security expert Naomi Oakley is encouraging 
parents to take greater control of teen parties with the 
rise of pre and post-event parties seeing teens as young 
as 14 getting intoxicated at friends’ homes before going 
on to other events.
She warns that the parents of the host teen could be liable 
should adverse incidents occur.
“Parents need to step up and ensure that they’re doing 
the right thing and not allowing the kids to roll out of 
their house drunk off their faces.
“There is a responsibility when these young ones leave 
their house after drinking.”
She says parents need to be aware of “secondary supply” 
legislation, which would see parents fined over $7,000 
per offence for supplying alcohol to minors without 
written consent from parents.
“Even with a note from parents, some parents are not 
providing any kind of duty of care,” she said.
“What parents need to do is if they are having pre-parties 
— or any party really — is to make sure that the alcohol 
is managed properly.”
She recommends having a person that has experience 
serving alcohol.
“It would be great if you could use someone with a 
Responsible Serving of Alcohol certificate (RSA), but 
not everyone has that.”
She said certification could be obtained online for 
around $60.
“This will give parents an understanding of the effects 
of alcohol, responsible serving, and that sort of thing.
“When their kids come up to them and want a party, 
at least they have an understanding of how to observe 
someone who’s intoxicated, what sort of things that you 
can have in place to ensure that the young ones are not 
going to drink too much — such as a responsible person, 
serving or managing the alcohol; plenty of food and 
water, and also having a mixture of beer and wine, and  
moderating any sort of spirits.”
Ms Oakley said that even if the party is not at your house, 
parents should work together to help manage the party.
These parties are not an opportunity to drop and run to 
have a night without the kids.
She suggests one responsible adult for every 20 
teenagers.
“Things can happen, and parents need to understand 
they need to make sure they cover every base, so there’s 
no push back on them, because you’re dealing with 
young ones, and you should have alert parents with the 
correct ratio of parents to kids.
“It might be parents serving food, parents monitoring 
toilets, parents watching the back fence for gate-crashers.
You have a list of which parents are present and what 
they are doing.
That might include in your bar setup, and food service.
“You know it’s always a good party when you don’t see 
security within, and that’s true, providing that you’ve 
had your parents tasked to do certain things, you have 
your security at the gate and parents can do something 
like serving food because then it’s low key.
“But then if they see anything they can get amongst the 
group, with some food distraction, if they still can’t sort 
it out, they go and get Security from the front to deal 
with it.”
She said parent helpers have to commit to remaining 
sober throughout the night because there is no point in 
having parents that want to “get on the sauce” because 
that adds to the chaos.
“If you can afford it, engage security. 

You should also notify the local police and your 
neighbours.
“We found that if you have some systems in place for 
these private parties, then there are strategies to ensure 
that the guests have a good time — safely.
“At least have parents at the front to ensure the kids have 
safe modes of transport.”
Naomi said she spent 13 years within Victoria Police and 
responded to a large portion of out-of-control parties.
“I left the police force to develop a Party Security service.
“What we found is with the events we do, and I’ve 
probably planned over 5,000 of these events, is if there 
are some boundaries in place, then the young ones will 
respond.
“They find it’s not over the top; they just know that we’ve 
got the systems to ensure they have a good night.”
She said 14 is the new 16.
“Our high-risk age is between 14 and 16 — experimenting 
with alcohol and other substances — and on top of 
that, you’ve got cabin fever, COVID lockdowns all that, 
and you have a lot of young ones who have been pretty 
anxious over the last few years as well, so there are all 
these factors.
“But whatever party it is, there is an absolute responsibility 
for parents putting on these events not only to ensure 
that there is parental consent for underage drinking 
but also to manage any party responsibly and provide 
a duty of care.
“With the planning that we put in place, I do a risk 
assessment with every event that we do, and that means 
meeting people at the property, liaising with the parents, 
and talking about the risk.
“We know the kids are the priority at the end of the day, 
so it’s essential to red flag all those issues.”
She said that despite all the measures, sexual assaults 
can still occur.

“The parents are worried that they will be liable when 
some of those situations happen, but because they have 
done everything a reasonable person could, it doesn’t 
come back on them.”
She said she defines any event under 30 people as a 
gathering, but parents still need to look at strategies for 
harm minimisation.
“Parents can contact me for advice; it’s not going to cost 
them anything, or ring me when it gets over that number.
“We say parties are over 40 to 50, and that’s when you 
need to start considering professional security, not 
private — there’s a big difference.
“Professional security is a business with the right 
insurance.
“If you get inexperienced guards, or your uncle, or your 
mates, or whoever to do it, they may not have the skills 
to cope when there is a fight, or someone advances on 
someone without consent — just about every scenario 
— and gate-crashers on top of that.
You can minimise most of your risk with these private 
events, but there are some things that you also can’t 
predict, so it’s about just making sure that we have those 
plans in place to protect our young ones.
“With social media now you just need to let it drop that 
there’s a party at 47 Smith Street — or Snap Maps are 
a nightmare, kids can see where there are 200 people 
gathered — and the word is out.
“It is a legal minefield, and if you are going to consider 
having these parties, you need to make sure that you 
have the right systems and staff members in place to 
assist you with the event,” Ms Oakley said.
Naomi Oakley is the Director of U-Nome Security and 
provides party security, domestic violence support and 
safe party education.
u-nomesecurity.com.au

Karolina Larbey

Angels and Gargoyles

Artscape

Photo: UNSPLASH



JULY 202210M&N BULLETIN

THE MENTAL health crisis facing our young people is 
still front of mind this month as we continue to advocate 
for a headspace service here in Manningham.
In June, we ran our #manninghamneedsheadspace 
campaign, engaging our community of young people, 
their families, and other supporters through our 
activities.
We held information stalls across the municipality, 
asking for input through surveys, polls, social media and 
ideas boards and holding giveaways and prizes.
The stalls were a fantastic success, with over 1,000 people 
getting involved — we heard about your experiences with 
youth mental health and why you think a headspace 
service is vital in Manningham.
Some of what you shared included:

“Everyone has a right to have access to affordable mental 
health services.” 
“If you don’t have a licence, it’s very hard [to travel to 
the closest headspace].” 
“[We want] services specifically for young people in 
accessible spaces.” 
“[I want a headspace in Manningham] to help other 
younger people and myself have a chance to have help.” 

Keep updated at yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
youth-mental-health

Mayoral Ball
The Mayoral Ball is back in 2022!
This promises to be the signature community event of 
the year.
Celebrating the theme “Let’s have a ball!”, join our 
community, business leaders, and me in coming 
together to reconnect in 2022.
The event is on October 28, from 7pm to 12am at the 
Manningham Function Centre. 
Visit manningham.vic.gov.au/events/2022-mayoral-
ball to find out more.

Green Waste
We’re also excited that FOGO will come to Manningham 

in July 2023.
The food organics and garden organics service, or FOGO 
for short, will mean you can put all your food and garden 
waste into your existing green lid garden bin.
This will help divert thousands of tonnes of waste from 
landfill and significantly reduce harmful greenhouse 
gas emissions.
You can find out more about FOGO at:
manningham.vic.gov.au/FOGO 
If you want to stay up to date with news and events 
around Manningham, our eNewsletter is a great way to 
stay in touch.
We feature news from both Council and our community.
Visit manningham.vic.gov.au/subscribe to subscribe.
Warm regards

MAYORAL REPORT

CR MICHELLE KLEINERT
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ONE OF COUNCIL’S key roles is to help support our 
community to lead active and healthy lifestyles, so 
it’s been hugely satisfying, and exciting, to see the 
official opening this month of both the extension to the 
Diamond Creek Trail and the redeveloped Diamond 
Valley Sports and Fitness Centre.
These have been two of the biggest infrastructure projects 
undertaken in the Shire and will benefit thousands of 
residents and visitors for generations to come.
The openings were the culmination of years of hard 
work and collaboration by our community and different 
levels of government, and I thank everyone who has 
been involved.
Both these facilities support active lifestyles in different 
ways, one through more organised community sport 
including basketball, netball, volleyball and badminton, 
the other through more unstructured recreational 
activities including walking, cycling and horse-riding.
These types of activities are vital in maintaining and 
improving our social connections. 
Keeping physically and mentally well is more important 
than ever as we continue to deal with the impacts of 
COVID-19.

Community Grants
In another boost for our community, I was pleased to 
recently announce this year’s recipients of the Nillumbik 
Community Fund grants. 
More than $115,000 will be shared among 28 grassroots 
initiatives including music concerts, bushfire information 
webinars, environmental and sustainability programs, 
family activities and much more.
We have a number of other grant opportunities available 
— for more information on these and how to apply, go 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/grants.

Eltham Gateway
Many of you would enter our Shire via what is known 
locally as the “Eltham Gateway”, which has undergone 
some major changes over the past year. 
Council is now involved in a new community-led 
project to revitalise and enhance this area, working in 
partnership with Major Road Projects Victoria, Eltham 
MP Vicki Ward and the Southern Gateway Renewal 
Group.
 The Eltham Gateway Project will see the rehabilitation 
of areas on either side of Main Road near the Diamond 
Creek bridge. There will be revegetation with indigenous 
species, new pathways and seating, and a key public 
artwork. 
A draft plan has been prepared and is available to view 
at Participate Nillumbik, participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/eltham-gateway. 
Your feedback is really important, so jump online before 
Wednesday, August 3 and tell us what you think.

Diamond Creek Community Infrastructure
We’re also seeking feedback on our draft Diamond Creek 
Community Infrastructure Strategic Plan. 
This proposes future community infrastructure needed 
in the township. 
We’re particularly interested to hear about the different 
options proposed for a Youth Hub. 

Find out more at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/dccisp
General Assembly

And finally, I was pleased last month to attend the 
National General Assembly of the Australian Local 
Government Association, the peak national body for 
the local government sector, with Deputy Mayor Ben 
Ramcharan.
It was an opportunity to exchange ideas with colleagues 
from across the country and to see the different 
issues — and the many common ones — faced by our 
communities. 
It was also a chance to meet with key members of the new 
Federal Government, including the Local Government 
Minister, to continue our advocacy on the community’s 
behalf.

MAYORAL REPORT

CR FRANCES EYRE

Councillors and local MPs cut the ribbon on the 
Diamond Creek Trail extension
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Detail of the Social Justice and Equality panel

Robert Young’s Indigenous panelMemorial to SEIV-X disasterDetail of the Indigenous panel

Detail of Sustainability and Environment panel
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Art reflects community’s heart

BY SANDI MILLER
COMMUNITY is at the very core of a new mural unveiled 
at Templestowe’s Manningham Uniting Church (MUC).
The five-part artwork encompasses themes important 
to the local community.
The mural has been installed on the walkway that runs 
down the side of the Wood Street church, and Emma 
Hanna, MUC’s Community Development Worker, said 
the mural is part of making the site welcoming for the 
whole community.
“The creation of this building came about with four 
congregations coming together to form one.
“We went through a process of wanting to utilise our 
assets to serve the community better, and we wanted to 
be a space where people could come and be who they 
are — wherever they come from — and feel like it is theirs 
and that we can equally share it.
“Some of the feedback that we got was to maintain the 
walkway through the site because lots of the residents 
use it to get to Templestowe Village, which means we 
were left with this large retaining wall, so it provided an 
opportunity for us to the create something beautiful on 
it,” Ms Hanna said.
The mural is centred around an Indigenous artwork 
created by First Nations artist Robert Young.
Upon the recommendation and blessing of the 
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal 
Corporation, in 2020, the church engaged him to 
design and install an Indigenous artwork on the theme 
“community” to form the central part of the five-part 
mural.
“MUC acknowledges that this centre is on Wurundjeri 
land and wished to emphasise this with this prominent 
Indigenous mural.
“Robert’s artwork has strong markings representing 
Indigenous culture and visually shows the dawning of a 
new day, celebrating First Nations people.
“We remain committed to reconciliation with First 
Nations people and creating opportunities for more 
dialogue with the Wurundjeri people and to listen to 
their story,” Ms Hanna said.
In December of 2021, four community workshops 
then engaged with the four themes: social justice and 
equity; refugees and asylum seekers; sustainability 
and the environment; and intergenerational, to create 
content for the accompanying sections, which were then 
represented on the wall by Colombian-Australian artist, 
Katira (Katherine Gailer).
Ms Hanna said those who participated in the workshops 
were local Manningham people from various walks of life 
who were passionate about the topic areas.
“People with lived experience willing to give of their 
time and of themselves to create a public artwork with 
impact and meaning”.

She said the carefully designed workshops motivated 
participants to engage in sharing exercises, in which their 
ideas are valued and carried further as a driving force to 
create something new, a collective voice.
“By the end of each session, each group produced one 
statement and a clear vision of the visual narrative for 
the mural.”
Ms Hanna thanked Katira for her work on the mural.
“You led the process of creating a collective voice with 
with conviction and integrity, and you have produced a 
most stunning and formidable public artwork.
“Thank you for taking this journey with us — thank you 
for gifting the world with your art and talent and teaching 
us so much,” she said.
Ms Gailer said the workshop process was “really 
beautiful” and had been very enriching.
“I believe the capacity to find common ground is very 
important in times like today.
“It is where beautiful ideas spark — where beauty starts 
growing.
“We have too many extremes in our society, and we need 
to find ways to listen and negotiate — negotiate a little 
bit between each other.”
Mayor of Manningham, Cr Michelle Kleinert, spoke at 
the launch event where she acknowledged that the arts 
industry was incredibly challenged during the pandemic 
and said Council sought to promote local arts projects 
within the municipality.
“Providing a $4,400 Community Arts Grant for this mural 
was one example,” Cr Kleinert said.
She said that this project demonstrates the magic of 
investing in art.
“It shows that if you invest in art, it invests in you.
“We provided the grant funding to support this project 
and, in return, this mural and our artists supported our 
community by unifying us and connecting us to story 
and place.”
Cr Kleinert read the statement the workshop produced 
for the Social Justice and Equity mural:

I’m creating a world where you and I are equal. 
I will grow a garden where we are all welcome. 
A place where we can be fully who we are and aspire 
to be. 
Where every kind of seed and flower will be seen and 
nourished to grow.”

“It’s so beautiful that you as a community have created 
visions like this. 
“And I just trust that we can inspire others to come and to 
be part of this community and feel connected, feel safe 
to love, feel the kindness that this artwork does bring 
about,” Cr Kleinert said. 
The project was also supported by the Uniting Church 
and the Kirk Robson Theology and the Arts Memorial 
Fund.

And Ms Hanna acknowledged Mr Robson’s parents in 
attendance at the launch.
“It is an honour to host you, and we hope we have 
honoured Kirk’s memory through this project.”
Yarra Ward Councillor Carli Lange told the Bulletin she 
found the outcome to be “breathtaking, compelling and 
intriguing — taking the viewer to a place of empathy, 
understanding and compassion”.
The mural is co-located with a memorial to the SIEV-X 
disaster, which is part of a national memorial to the 365 
asylum-seekers who lost their lives when their boat 
capsized off the Australian coast.
The mural is at the Manningham Uniting Church at 
109 Wood Street, Templestowe.

Photos: SANDI MILLER

Chris McRae, Katira, Mayor Cr Michelle Klienert, Emma Hanna

Detail of the refugee panel
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A lifetime of stunning portraiture
AWARD WINNING photographer Bill McAuley has been 
behind the lens for more than 53 years.
He started as a cadet photographer for The Age, later 
working around the globe, with his images in newspapers 
in London, Sydney and Canberra. 
He has covered natural disasters, crime, sport, arts and 
politics.
His photographs have won prestigious awards and many 
grace the walls of the National Portrait Gallery.
And now in semi-retirement, he says he can’t put the 
camera down, so teaches photography from his home 
studio, as well as continuing to produce many beautiful 
images for M&N Bulletin and Warrandyte Diary.
Bill has now produced a stunning book with some of his 
favourite portraits of famous, and not-so-famous people, 
captured in a way that brings out their personality.  
Bill has called his book Portraits of the Soul, because he 
said portrait photography reveals who people are. 
“It shows a little bit of the subject’s soul, as well as the 
photographer’s. 
“As a photographer, it is the choices you make with the 
setup, your connection with the subject, and the moment 
you fire the shutter — it is all to do with your empathy — 
using a camera is one way of revealing the truth about 
another person.
“Because often, during the process of image-making, the 
photographer will feel things — that’s his investment in 
the process of capturing a soul.
“It’s an emotional thing — being able to share these 
emotions is a photographer’s privilege.”
He said photography is a weird, hybrid, transformative 
art, both technical and soulful. 
“Consider the irony, the camera is a machine, able to 
clinically capture something as abstract and fleeting as 

human emotion.”
Bill has photographed rockstars, politicians, religious 
leaders, crime figures and everyday people in the street.
He said the best images have come from when he has 
built a rapport with his subject.
His all-time favourite person to photograph was Gough 
Whitlam.
Portraits of the Soul contains two sides of Whitlam, the 
first taken during the rapturous night in 1974 when Labor 
swept to power following the It’s Time campaign.  
The other photograph was taken in the throes of the 
1977 Dismissal.

“I treasure one photograph I took on that famous 
election night — Whitlam wears a huge grin, the crowd 
of true believers adoring him as if he were the Messiah.
I also photographed him outside the Harbord Diggers 
club, at Freshwater overlooking the Pacific.
Later, inside the club after finishing his speech, we 
enjoyed a quiet beer together. 
In the half-hour or so that we chatted, he came across 
as a polite and sincere man who seemed genuinely 
interested in my thoughts.
Whenever I photographed him afterwards, he would 
make a point of acknowledging that brief chat.
He’d shake my hand and say, ‘How are you today? I 
remember talking with you at the Harbord Diggers. Are 
you still at the Telegraph?’
I was chuffed that he’d remembered me because Gough 
Whitlam had become one of my heroes: in my opinion, 
a great man.”

He said the images seemed insignificant at the time, but 
almost half a century later — and since Whitlam’s death 
— these images are strong and powerful.

“Time has made them more significant and given them 
‘wow’ factor”.
The same goes for images he has taken of locals, including 
artist Mirka Mora who was an instrumental figure at the 
artist colonly at Heide, and Bend of Islands founder and 
artist Neil Douglas.
The book contains many black and white portraits amidst 
some truly glorious colour images.
Bill says without the distraction of colour, the viewer can 
more readily access the emotional state of the subject.
“Humans see the world in colour, and therefore a 
black-and-white can have a more dreamlike quality and 
distance the subject matter from reality.” 
He said some consider a black-and-white photograph to 
be more “artistic”.
“Black-and-whites also tend to be more compelling 
because they accentuate light and shadow. 
“Dramatic lighting quickly captures a viewer’s attention.
But he doesn’t dismiss colour photography.
“Colour has advantages, too. 
“It catches the eye, immediately drawing the viewer into 
the image.
“And colour creates mood — warm tones suggest positive 
emotions such as optimism while cold tones can elicit 
sadness or emptiness. 
“Photographers freeze moments in time, making images 
that later become historical documents, and we have a 
duty to archive these images for future generations to see.”
Portraits of the Soul is available from Quinton’s IGA, 
Warrandyte Post Office and Now and Not Yet Café 
(NaNY). 
Or you can order a copy direct from  Bill: billymc0905@
hotmail.com and he will deliver locally.

Photos: BILL McAULEY

Heide’s Mirka Mora

St Andrews legend, Ozzie Straede

Bend of Islands artist and environmentalist, Neil Douglas

Singer Archie Roach Prime minister Gough Whitlam
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Over 50s inspired to embrace life
BY PETER CLARK, 
OM:NI HURSTBRIDGE
ON A COLD June morning, more than 180 older people 
attended OM:NI Hurstbridge’s Get on With Life event 
at Eltham Community and Reception Centre.
OM:NI (Older Men: New Ideas) is a men’s discussion 
group for over 50s, supported by the Council on the 
Ageing (COTA).
OM:NI Hurstbridge’s event Get on With Life was open 
to all aged 50+. 
It featured a complimentary breakfast and a great 
morning of entertainment with an EXPO of 10 tables 
exhibiting services and activities to help attendees stay 
connected and get active and a panel of speakers — 
Gerard Mansour, Carol O’Halloran and Tony Shaw — to 
provide additional inspiration.
Gerard Mansour, Commissioner for Senior Victorians, 
spoke strongly and personally about the great benefits 
to physical and mental health and wellbeing, as well 
as general happiness in life when participating in the 
activities available in the community.
He spoke of the value of keeping family connections 
through different phases of development, change and 
maturity over time.
Carol O’Halloran, Energy and Exercise Trainer and 
TV Presenter, got everyone moving and shaking while 
inspiring the audience with examples of older men and 
women, some over 100, who maintained social activity 
and physical mobility mixed with a dash of derring-do.
Tony Shaw, a well-known AFL star and accomplished 
speaker, delivered a moving but inspiring account of 
his early family life and how listening to role models 
and mentors had given him direction and confidence 

to make life’s decisions, push through the bad times 
and grasp opportunities.
The audience was congratulated for being there 
and encouraged to look out for family, friends and 
neighbours who seem to be dropping out of things and 
perhaps need a little nudge of encouragement to help 

them reconnect.
Carol told everyone to subtract their age from 100 to 
get their life span from now.
Then, she said, plan the things you want to do — make 
your “bucket list” — and keep smiling.

Pictured from left; Peter Clark of OM:NI Hurstbridge, Tony Shaw, Carol O’Halloran, Gerard Mansour 
and Philip Green of OM:NI Hurstbridge

Photo: SUPPLIED
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Art is in the air at Eltham
BY ELTHAM ROTARY ART SHOW
THE ART HERITAGE of the Nillumbik Shire will be on 
full display September 1–4 at the Eltham Community and 
Reception Centre.
With less than two months to the Gala Opening of the 
inaugural Eltham Art Show, the heritage Nillumbik artist 
community is taking an interest. 
With over 190 artists registered and more than 400 works 
already submitted for selection, the event will be an 
opportunity to view a comprehensive collection of local 
art.
The decision to limit its intake to artists associated within 
the Shire has engaged an identity of those proud to be 
associated with a common bond — Nillumbik.
Artists with a strong connection to Nillumbik and 
its artistic heritage, be it residential, educational or 
institutional, are invited to submit.
The submissions already extend beyond the Shire’s 
borders, demonstrating the influence this region has had 
on Australian art.
An example of this includes Twenty Melbourne Painters 
Society, a 100+ year artists society of traditional realist, 
tonal and impressionist painters, whose founding 
members include Max Meldrum — who not only taught 
but was friends with Justus Jorgensen.
When Justus established the Montsalvat art colony, 
he embraced students of many art styles — including 
tonalism.
Max’s tonal style (tonalism) continues today.
Submissions by Twenty Melbourne Painters Society 
include tonal paintings representing this strong heritage 
style.
Of course, styles have developed into other interpretations 
as life does. 
The show will represent the development of those styles 
with works from local artists such as Ev Hales, Angela 
Abbott, Hilary Jackman, John Orlando-Birt, Don James, 
Ona Henderson and Syd Tunn, Jacquie Hacansson, Sally 
Bowen, and Ron Reynolds.
A strong representation of other creative mediums will 
be exhibited, such as Glass, Ceramics, Sculpture and 
Photography, with works from Mary Lou Pittard, Annette 
Nobes, Wayne Rankin and many more.
Strong sponsorship support from local businesses has 
created an attractive prize pool for recognised award 
achievements.
Let’s not underestimate the impact of this magnificent 
gathering.
Artists have until July 31 to submit their works — Terms 
and Conditions apply.
The Gala Opening will provide the opportunity to purchase 
first-sighted works and enjoy a gathering of art lovers, with 
light refreshments and beverages being served.
We invite you to purchase your tickets to the Gala Opening 
and the day attendance on www.elthamartshow.org.au.
The show commences with a Gala Opening on Thursday, 
September 1 and runs until Sunday, September 4.

Dreaming of Banksias, Trudy Rice

Swim with me, Sally BowenBlue Gum, Bill Caldwell
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Manningham for everyone

AS A MANNINGHAM resident of over 12 years, I’ve 
grown to love living here.
The beautiful parks and outdoor facilities for quiet 
walks, Aquarena’s pool (and coffee shop coffee — this 
is Victoria), the great food everywhere, and warm 
friendliness make Manningham a great place to live.
Now that I’m working from home (as a self-employed 
person), I get to enjoy my home patch even more.
As a 56-year-old who is relatively settled in my journey 
as a trans and bi/pan woman, that’s all fine; the thing 
is, what about other LGBTIQA+ people — and people 
of other diverse backgrounds?
This is why I applied and was excited to recently be 
appointed to Manningham Council’s Gender Equality 
and LGBTQIA+ Advisory Committee.
It has been a journey, and I really want to offer the 
combination of my lived experience and professional 
expertise to ensure Manningham not only feels warm 
but is a warm place for more people.
I still feel that sense of extra warmth when I see 
Manningham’s involvement in Midsumma and Pride 

March and feel all the parts of me coming together 
inside.
In that light, someone who is more isolated or in a more 
vulnerable position than me most definitely needs this 
sort of connection even more than I do.
I often say inclusion has two parts: do the work to be 
inclusive and communicate that it’s happening.
One without the other is logically not fully productive.
For example, simply putting a rainbow sticker on the 
door (which is a form of communication) is not enough 
if your organisation doesn’t have the paperwork or 
systems to record people’s information inclusively and 
accurately.
I’m also a big believer in the idea that we all “don’t know 
what we don’t know,” which is a part of unconscious bias.
Council has advisory committees representing 
many sectors of the community, including disability, 
multicultural and youth, to give people from a whole 
range of backgrounds a chance to share what works to 
make a setting inclusive and what pitfalls to avoid.
I’m quite sure that there are aspects of life beyond my 
experience that include things I’ve never considered.
What exactly do people experiencing mobility issues 
need?
What about cultures and faiths beyond my experience?
The great range of people involved can help us share 
information for everyone’s benefit.

Manningham is a great place to live.
Let’s keep making it even better for more people — and 
we can all enjoy where we live even more.

ABOUT SALLY
Sally Goldner AM can be contacted via 
sallygoldner.com.

PAN ABOUT TOWN

BY SALLY GOLDNER

Broadway comes to Eltham Little Theatre
BY JAMES POYNER
ELTHAM Little Theatre’s next production is American 
playwright Ken Ludwig’s Moon Over Buffalo, a situation 
comedy that promises some energetic slapstick humour.
Moon Over Buffalo sees Sean McKenna playing George 
Hay, alongside Emma Wood as Charlotte Hay, with 
Alison Jones (Ethel), Ada Jean (Rosalind), James 
Anderson (Howard), Georgina Topp (Eileen), Travis 
Eccles (Paul), and Philip O’Brien (Richard).
Director Steve Saul spoke to the Bulletin about this 
production.

“George and Charlotte Hay are great actors — just ask 
them!
But as the curtain begins to fall on their long, almost 
successful careers, they find themselves touring their 
repertory company in upstate New York, hoping for that 
one last big break.
Could that break be about to arrive in the form of an 
injured Hollywood star and a visiting film director?
Will George and Charlotte’s true value finally be 
recognised?
But wait — where’s George?
And why is that coffee so good?
Come to Buffalo, and all will be revealed.”

Written in 1995 but set in 1953, Moon Over Buffalo is an 

old-style farce.
Steve told the Bulletin that it combines clever writing with 
fast-paced action, frantic searches, mistaken identities 
and even a touch of slapstick to deliver two hours of 
laugh-out-loud entertainment.
“That is why I sought to put on this play at this time.
“After the two and a half years that we have struggled 
through, and more trials yet to come, what we need right 
now is a good laugh.”
The original play sees some of the action taking place 
off stage, but due to the pandemic, this production will 
confine itself to the behind the proscenium arch.
The play is set in one room in a regional theatre, a room 
with five doors, and Steve says the doors are so pivotal 
that they almost become the ninth character.
Rehearsals are currently underway, and Steve says he is 
looking forward to presenting this play.
“The laughs are flowing already in the early rehearsals, 
and this can only get better by opening night.”
Moon Over Buffalo has nine performances between 
September 2 and 17, including a matinee on Sunday, 
September 11.
Visit elthamlittletheatre.org.au/coming-next to book 
tickets and learn about what else is happening at Eltham 
Little Theatre.
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In profile at NaNY: Bron Elmore
WARRANDYTE’S gallery space, the NaNY 
gallery in Now and Not Yet Café, will launch 
its fifth exhibition on August 7.
GREG SWEDOSH interviewed the artist 
Bron Elmore to give our readers an insight 
into Bron and what to expect from her art.

Having lived in Warrandyte for over 35 years, it is no 
wonder that Bron Elmore’s main muse is nature itself.
“Warrandyte is such a unique place.
“We’re lucky to have access to nature here close to 
Melbourne.
“When I think visually about living here, I feel that 
there’s been this wallpaper of blue/grey gum leaves, the 
polyanthemos, which I absolutely love, and which I use 
in my work a lot.
“We look out on a valley of trees, like many people here 
in Warrandyte.
“And so much birdsong.
“We’ve watched the changing dynamics of birds through 
the seasons and across the years.
“Different birds come and go.”
Bron’s upcoming Bird+Bloom exhibition reflects her 
time in Warrandyte during lockdown.
“My first thoughts on lockdown were ‘fancy telling an 
artist to stay in the studio and get on with things.
“Beauty, that’s great!’
“But to my surprise, I found I wasn’t quite as self-
contained as I had thought.
“What I did find was that with the traffic noise subdued, 
the bird sounds were just incredible.
“And I used that as my inspiration”.
Art has always been a significant part of Bron’s life, with 
her parents being art teachers and artists in their own 
right.
They had a gallery in Launceston where they exhibited 
leading Tasmanian painters and their own work.
“I grew up in an artistic family, so I’ve been drawing as 
long as I can remember.
“I grew up mixing with artists, going to openings and 
going to artist studios all the time.
“So, art was our vocabulary.
“We were a very visual family.
“That was our language.
“During lockdown, we dug an enormous veggie patch, 
and I was outside a lot.
“In that process, I’d notice a lot of the same birds coming 
back.
“I saw who would buddy up with others.
“I found that being in the garden, observing things, 
listening to things, was just incredible.
“I was inspired by the birds who were going about their 
lives.
“Here were we, huddled inside, fearful, and out there, 
they were just doing their thing”.
Bron worked as a design professional for several years, 
including for a car company where her job involved 
drawing from the beginning to the end of the day and 
coming up with ideas.

She feels that the regularity of that job helped give her 
the work ethic that she has today for her art.
“Get into the studio, get started — doesn’t matter what 
you’re doing; just get into something, and then it takes 
you from there.”
Recently one of Bron’s paintings was acquired by the 
Maroondah Council Mayoral Art Award — this work was 
titled Don’t Look Away in response to the theme of the 
exhibition, which was to encourage artists to explore and 
reflect on recent challenges and, in a time of recovery 
and transition, upon hopes for the future.
Bron’s work referenced the climate crisis through 
the still life genre to understand how the world is 
experiencing a rapid escalation in global temperatures 
since industrialisation.
“I did a piece that reflected the climate crisis, which is 
very important to me.

“I think it’s the most important issue that we’re facing.
Bron’s Bird+Bloom exhibition at NaNY Gallery is a 
collection of beautiful oil paintings displaying different 
species of birds in vivid settings of bouquets of flowers.
All are invited to the opening on Sunday, August 7, 
5pm–7pm.
The exhibition runs until October 1, 2022.
NaNY Gallery is located inside Now and Not Yet Café, 
148 Yarra Street, Warrandyte.
A limited-edition print of one of the featured artworks 
from the exhibition will be raffled during the exhibition 
program, with 100 per cent of profits from ticket sales to 
be donated to BirdLife Australia’s vital bird and habitat 
conservation programs.
To check out more of Bron’s work, visit her website at 
bronelmore.com.

Artist Bron Elmore

Rosella with 7 Blooms Bottlebrush with Spinebills Don’t Look Away
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22 Commercial Place, ELTHAM. 3095. Above Eltham Bookshop, enter from Town Square.
0409 0887 72  www.streamlinepublishing.com.au.  info@streamlinepublishing.com.au

Hours: Tue–Sat 11am-4pm, every second and fourth Sunday of the month 10:30am-2:30pm. Also by appointment.

Reaching for the Sky

Tuesday August 2 − Saturday August 27
Project Managed by U3A art teacher Leanne Ipsen.
Official opening Thursday, August 4, 5pm – 6pm.
All paintings are for sale.

Presents...
U3A Nillumbik Art

Plant a tree on Tree Day: July 31
BY JAMES POYNER
THE LAST SUNDAY of July marks National Tree Day and 
is an opportunity for Australians across the country to 
get their hands dirty and give back to their community 
and our planet.
Since 1996, National Tree Day events have resulted in 
26 million trees being planted by more than five million 
volunteers.
Manningham Council’s local National Tree Day event 
returns to Ruffey Lake Park this year.
The last time this event ran was in 2019, volunteers 
planted over 500 trees at Ruffey Lake Park, and Council 
is preparing for another huge turn-out this year.
With Council providing native trees and shrubs, plus 
tools and other equipment, Manningham Mayor Cr 
Michelle Kleinert said this is one event in which everyone 
can get involved.
“For years to come, participants will walk through the 
park, knowing they contributed to the beautiful plants 
around them,” she said.
Plants are critical in tackling climate change, improving 
air, soil, and water quality, and restoring habitats.
Each year, National Tree Day contributes to the 
restoration of Ruffey Lake Park, which has been 
underway for over 10 years.
Previous plantings worked to develop the habitat with 
eucalypt trees and tall shrubs.
This year, volunteers will plant indigenous shrubs and 
grasses to build the understorey vital for smaller species 
such as lizards and skinks and remove toxins from the 
creek water. 
“The main request we received from submitters 
during the development of the Ruffey Lake Landscape 

Masterplan was to add more trees.
“This year, we’ve planted 173 new climate-tolerant trees 
and hope to plant around 500 more plants as part of the 
National Tree Day event”, said Cr Kleinert.
The Rotary Club of Doncaster will provide a free sausage 
sizzle to support the event.
The event is on July 31 from 10am to 12pm.
To get there, enter through the Victoria Street entrance 
and walk down the path on the southern side of Ruffey 
Creek until you reach the footbridge over Roseland 
Grove Drain.
Registration is required, but can be done at the event 
on the day.
For further information or to register before the event, 
go to manningham.vic.gov.au/events/national-tree-
planting-day.

If you are interested in taking part but Ruffey Lake 
Park is not convenient, visit the National Tree Day 
website treeday.planetark.org where you can use their 
interactive map to find events near you.
Some alternative events currently include Pound Bend 
in Warrandyte, Watery Gully in Kangaroo Ground, 
Rosanna Parkland in Macleod, and Challenger Street 
Reserve in Diamond Creek, where Nillumbik Shire 
Council hope to plant 1,200 indigenous plants adjacent 
to the ephemeral wetland below Windmill Rise as part 
of an ongoing revegetation project that aims to improve 
water quality whilst strengthening the habitat value of 
Challenger Street wetland.
Contact details and registration is through the National 
Tree day website, treeday.planetark.org.

Photo courtesy PLANET ARK
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The training of Indigenous Elders

ELDERSHIP in traditional Aboriginal society was of two 
types, Elders with a capital ‘E’ and elders with a small ‘e’.
All older people were due respect simply because of their 
age, but age alone did not give you a position of authority 
in clan or inter-clan decision-making.
The older people in this situation — with little specific 
formal authority — I, therefore, refer to these persons as 
elders with a small e.
To be an Elder with a capital E required a lifetime of 
training and grooming, with potential Elders being 
identified early in childhood.
The dual term “training and grooming” is used advisedly 
because the acquisition of specific knowledge and skill 
was by itself not sufficient for high Eldership.
The twin tests for the high formal Eldership were 
Knowledge and Character.
This meant that not only must Elders have mastery of 
a particular field of art, science, diplomacy or law, but 
they must also possess and display character traits of 
patience, humility and inclusion.
As Aboriginal society did not have a written language, 
everything had to be memorised.
So, over the millennia, a range of memory techniques 
were developed around story, song, dance, ritual and 
environmental coding.
That is, the landscape itself and the rituals of daily life 
became agents for the transmission of knowledge.
The most important and the most powerful people in 
Aboriginal society were those that knew the most songs 
and stories.
With this requirement for structured learning, it is 
scarcely surprising that those children displaying 
the best memory for detail were those chosen to be 
mentored into future leaders.
Regardless, each child received close tuition in individual 
and group situations, with their abilities, leanings and 
interests given every encouragement and opportunity 
for expression.
After being exposed to a learning experience, children 
were asked to recall details or demonstrate the skills they 
had been shown.
The lesson was repeated until each child gained mastery.
Children were therefore not given instructions in age 
cohort groups like in present-day school classes.
Nor were they instructed in mixed-gender groups.
They were instead grouped by gender, learning speed, 
and level of functioning.
The most precocious children progressed in their group 
contexts quickly and were given additional individual 
instruction by their male or female Elders.

For instance, locally, by the time Batman met the Woi 
Wurrung on the Plenty River at Greensborough in 1835, 
people like Simon Wonga and William Barak had been 
identified for future leadership roles.
Wonga was at that time aged almost 14 and Barak nearly 
12.
Wonga had already been initiated into adulthood by the 
time of the meeting with Batman, and it is most likely 
that Barak had been initiated in November 1834, after 
turning 11.
Some historians have opined that Barak was not 
formally initiated because of the interruption caused by 
colonisation, but I believe this to be incorrect.
In his later years, Barak was seen to have keloid initiation 
scars on his chest, and when asked if it had hurt, he 
replied, “I was a man”.
The confusion comes from an initiation ceremony that 
Barak underwent at the Botanic Gardens in 1839 when 
he was 16.
At that time, his cousin Wonga was an Elder in Training 
who had been seriously injured on an initiation trial at 
Mount Dandenong.
It was feared at the time that Wonga might die.
Therefore, the ceremony that Barak underwent was to 
formally elevate him to Elder in Training so that he would 
take his place in the event of Wonga’s death.
Wonga recovered, and on the death of Billibelleri in 
1846, Billibelleri’s brother Berberry was asked to assume 
leadership.
However, Berberry proved ineffective, so by the end of 

1850, at age 29, Wonga was asked by the Elders to assume 
tribal leadership.
Barak later became “number two man” to Wonga in 1860 
and succeeded him as leader when Wonga died in 1874.
Had this been traditional tribal times rather than the 
colonial period, both Wonga and Barak would have had 
to wait patiently for much longer before assuming their 
destined roles.
First, a senior Elder would have retired, appointing his 
(or her) successor to “speak with my voice”. 
Then when the retired Elder finally died, their nominated 
successor would then be able to speak with their own 
voice.
By that time, the new Elder would have completed the 
equivalent of two PhDs, one in Divinity and one in Arts, 
Law or Science.
We only know about Wonga and Barak because of the 
advent of the colonial period, so how many iconic Elders 
preceded them?
We know nothing about these people, only that they had 
maintained a society free of war, pestilence, poverty, and 
inherited privilege for untold millennia.

ABOUT JIM
Jim Poulter is a local History author.  His articles are 
freely available on the Reconciliation Manningham 
website reconciliation-manningham.org.au, or via 
their Facebook page.

Birrarung

BY JIM POULTER

William Barak at Corranderk courtesy STATE LIBRARY OF VICTORIA
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1C Game Studios creates new experiences 

BIG THINGS are happening in IL2 Sturmovik: Battle of 
Stalingrad (BoS), one of the most popular PC military 
flight sims out there.
New skyscapes, aircraft, theatres, and an expansion 
into WW1 air combat have breathed new life into this 
venerable simulator — and more is coming.
IL2 Sturmovik: BoS, by 1C Game Studios, brings realistic 
air combat to the virtual skies of WW2.
While not quite reaching the extreme high-fidelity 
models of Digital Combat Simulator (DCS) World (there 
are no clickable cockpits, for example), IL2 Sturmovik: 
BoS nevertheless delivers a convincing depiction of 
aerial combat.
Instruments shake, sunlight gleams, smoky tracers 
crisscross the sky, and engines growl under pressure.
Since its release in 2012, IC Game Studios has steadily 
improved the background graphics against which all this 
happens; where we have now reached the point where, 
when flying at high levels, it is hard to distinguish CG 
landscapes from real-world photographs.
It significantly adds to the all-important “suspension of 
disbelief” factor toward which all good flight simulators 
strive.
In many ways, IL2 Sturmovik: BoS surpasses rival DCS 

World in the overall player experience.
Unlike DCS World, which relies on the technical 
brilliance of its aircraft models to stay relevant, IL2 
Sturmovik puts considerable effort and time into creating 
convincing single-player campaigns and career modes 
that allow the player to fully appreciate the incremental 
improvements in graphics, aircraft models and AI.
A dynamic and active fanbase, including some innovative 
third-party developer products such as Pat Wilson’s free 
Campaign Generator, adds to this.
You would have thought that the developers at DCS 
World would have gotten the message by now that there 
is almost no point in releasing high-fidelity aircraft 
models without the concomitant campaigns and careers 
to fly them.
Yet, IL2 Sturmovik continues to surpass its rival in this 
regard and helps explain how it has continued to develop 
in leaps and bounds a decade after release.
Initially focussed solely on Eastern front air combat 
with campaign battles for Moscow and Stalingrad, 
IL2 Sturmovik: BoS branched out over the years to the 
Western front with the battle of Bodenplatte, where 
players simulate late-war tussles between Allied and 
German air forces over the patchwork fields of Western 
Europe.
It also released a new module and aircraft depicting WW1 
aerial combat over Belgium and France for those who feel 
the need to replicate the careers of the Red Barron in his 
Fokker triplane or Biggles in his trusty Sopwith Camel.
If that were not enough, it has unexpectedly taken the 

war down to ground level with a foray into, of all things, 
tank combat — where players can face off in German or 
Russian tanks in a reasonably convincing depiction of 
armoured warfare, although that remains very much a 
work in progress.
But the big news is the impending release of the Battle 
of Normandy campaign.
1C Game Studios has been steadily releasing aircraft in 
preparation for that theatre, including the newly released 
Mosquito.
While It is not as high fidelity as the DCS World Mosquito, 
it looks almost as good, flies very well, and trumps DCS 
World in that there are more meaningful things to do with 
your Mossie in IL2 Sturmovik: BoS in various campaigns, 
careers and single missions that come with the simulator.
So, if you’re interested in military flight simulation, take 
the time to update yourself on the significant expansions, 
in-game improvements, new aircraft, and ambitious 
plans that have emerged over the past years at IL2 
Sturmovik: BoS.
You won’t be disappointed.

ABOUT SAM
Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, 
military and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer 
simulations for more than 20 years.

PLAYER ONE

BY SAM BROWN

Images courtesy 1C GAME STUDIOS
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Publishing servicesEditorial services Manuscript assesment/advice

Gallery

Publisher of Adult non-fiction 
and Children’s books

info@streamlinepublishing.com.au |0409 088 772 | streamlinepublishing.com.au

Streamline Publishing exists to bring to life true stories of deep humanity for adults, 
joyous tales for children, and engaging educational resources.

Exhibiting* established and 
emerging local artists, 
photographers & craftspersons
*all works are for sale, see website for current exhibitors

22 Commerical Place, Eltham (above Eltham Bookshop)
Wednesday-Saturday 11am-4pm & 2nd & 4th Sunday 10:30am-2:30pm

Exercise boosts your immune system

EXERCISING IN winter always takes a little extra 
commitment.
Sometimes, it’s the cold weather or the rain, or maybe 
the shorter days.
They all combine to discourage you from getting outdoors.
So even though it’s a bit more challenging to keep up your 
exercise routine in winter, the benefits to your immune 
system and general health mean it’s worth the effort.
Our immune systems work most efficiently when we are 
fit and healthy, and exercise plays a significant role in 
this outcome.
Cardio exercise supports our aerobic fitness, and strength 
training provides the additional benefits of maintaining 
strong bones and muscles.
A strong immune system is essential with the high 
number of colds, cases of flu, and viruses circulating in 
the community.
Being fit, healthy and strong all combines to maximise 
our health.
Exercise helps to reduce inflammation in our bodies, 

which is the immune system’s response to foreign toxins 
and pathogens.
Exercise also helps to flush our bodies of toxins and 
bacteria, which provides further protection and aids in 
preventing illness.
Exercise also helps to modulate our stress responses, 
assisting our immune function and improving our mental 
health and general wellbeing.
The relationship between exercise and sleep is also a 
major factor to consider.
When we feel fatigued, exercise is often the last thing we 
want to do, particularly in winter.
However, the right amount of exercise will improve sleep 
quality and boost energy levels.
Spending too much time indoors in a warm environment 
can promote bacteria growth.
Even though heading outdoors in the chilly air might feel 
overwhelming, adding extra layers will provide protection 
and keep you comfortable.
Once you get moving, the benefits of exercise will far 
outweigh the discomfort of those first few minutes of 
chilly conditions.
Your body temperature will increase with the exercise, and 
you won’t even feel the cold; it’s invigorating.
So, how much exercise is good for our immune system?
Research suggests that 30–45 minutes of moderate to 

vigorous exercise on most days of the week is a good level 
to provide health benefits.
It is also suggested that two sessions of strength-based 
exercise per week provide greater benefits than aerobic 
exercise alone.
So, think about ways to add some extra activity to your 
week.
Maybe suggest a vigorous walk with friends before coffee 
in your favourite local café.
Exercising with a buddy is always more fun, so if you 
want to try something new, get a friend to join you, then 
you both get the rewards, and you will have more fun in 
the process.
Keeping up your exercise all year round is the best option 
for good health.
Too often, we see people who choose Spring or the New 
Year to kickstart their exercise and healthy eating plan.
This creates the yo-yo effect on your health and can be 
detrimental in the long run.
So, focus on being fit and healthy all year round.

ABOUT JANE
Jane is the owner/operator of Fitness energy in Park 
Orchards — Jane and her team offer a variety of sports 
training services.  info@fitnessenergy.com.au

FITNESS

BY JANE KILKENNY

Local athletes set to compete in Birmingham
BY ED MUNKS
DONCASTER ATHLETICS Club has two athletes on 
the Australian squad at the Commonwealth Games in 
Birmingham.
Abbey Caldwell has been selected for the 1500m, while 
Mitcham raised, 16-year-old Anthony Jordan will compete 
in the T45-47 100m sprint.
Abbey was selected for the Australian athletics team after 
winning the Australian national 1500m event in Sydney 
earlier in the year; Abbey travelled to the USA to achieve 
a Games qualifying time and successfully ran a 4.03.18, 
which was 0.02 seconds under the qualifying time and 
was one of three women selected for the upcoming 
Commonwealth Games.
Abbey is now in training camp in England with fellow 
Commonwealth Games athletes.
The first round of the Women’s 1500m event is on August 5.
Australia is currently in a unique situation with four 1500m 
women athletes achieving the 1500m qualifying times.
Abbey narrowly and controversially missed selection for 
the World Championships held in Eugene, Oregon, USA.
A lot has been reported on Abbey’s non-selection to the 
Worlds.
However, Abbey received an enormous amount of support 
that picked her up, and she is now ready to race in her 
biggest event so far, the 2022 Commonwealth Games 
1500m.
Anthony Jordan, at 16 years of age and still in Year 11 at 

high school, is the youngest member of the Australian 
athletics team.
After being spotted by his primary school teacher, 
affectionately known as Mrs G, as having a talent for 
sprints and long jump in Grade 2, Jordan was encouraged 
to pursue athletics as a para-athlete and joined the 
Doncaster Athletics Club.
Initially coached by local Warrandyte coach Peter 
Sharpe, then Matt Oakley, and now Tony Marsh, Anthony 
developed the skills required to compete as a high-
performance athlete.
Athletics Australia then selected Anthony in the National 

Athlete Support Structure (NASS) programme at the 
Victorian Institute of Sport.
Anthony competes as a T47(upper limb difference), 
and this is his first time competing for Australia at an 
international level — it is also Anthony’s first time away 
from Australia.
His event is the T45-47 100m sprint on August 2.
For any queries on joining East Doncaster Little Athletics 
Club, please contact Lisa Williams on 0408 140 461, and 
for the older athletes, Doncaster Athletics Club president 
Campbell McLennan on 0414 533 677.

Photos courtesy DONCASTER ATHLETICS CLUB
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Get down to the Pickledome
BY HANH TRUONG
EVERYONE IS STARTING to talk about Pickleball — a 
fun sport with a strange name, so what is it?
It’s a racquet sport described as a cross between tennis, 
badminton, and table tennis.
Pickleball can be played indoors or outside on a 
badminton size court with a net slightly lower than a 
tennis net.
It uses a hard paddle, like an oversized table tennis bat 
and a plastic ball with holes.
Developed as a recreation activity that could be played 
by all ages and abilities in the United States about 50 
years ago, it was only recently introduced to Australia 
but has been growing in popularity.
Pickleball Victoria now has over 230 registered members, 
with an estimated 1,000 more playing regularly.
The game has some peculiar rules that encourage rallies 
and strategy — like the underarm serve and the two-
bounce rule where the ball has to bounce before being 
struck on both the serve and return.
Players can then start to volley the ball.
However, there is also a Non-Volley Zone and an area 
close to the net known as the Kitchen — where players 
cannot enter to strike the ball on the full.

Players develop the skill of dinking and drop shots where 
they can hit the ball into this zone to stop aggressive play 
from their opposition and start lengthy and strategic 
rallies.
Pickleball Victoria President Mark Taylor said: “Pickleball 
is really popular because it’s new, fun, easy to learn and 
available for all ages and abilities.
“It caters for all fitness and skill levels.
“It is most commonly played as doubles, and from its 
origins as a social activity, we encourage all players 
and skill levels to mix, helping our newer participants 
to learn and improve.
After my first hit, I was hooked, and I am sure that once 
you start playing, you will enjoy being part of the evolving 
pickleball community.
If you are after something more competitive, there are 
a range of tournaments — often divided into skill and 
age levels.
Or, you could represent Victoria to battle against NSW for 
Battle of the Border or Australia at an international level.
It’s an excellent activity for involving the whole family.
My family and I play regularly with the Maroondah Nets.
I play at a lower skill level, but I enjoy its social aspect.
My Melbourne family recently travelled to Queensland 

to play in a tournament with other family members who 
live in Brisbane.
Eight of us played in different skill levels and age groups, 
but we were there to support and encourage each other 
and our friends from other Victorian clubs.
It was a delightful weekend.

Where can I play?
In Melbourne and Victoria, new venues are opening all 
the time  — so look up Pickleball Victoria (Australia) on 
Facebook or visit its website pickleballvictoria.org to 
see an updated list of venues and session times.
Some venues currently offer single weekly sessions, 
while others, such as Maroondah Nets, offer sessions 
on various days and times to suit people’s availability, 
ages and abilities.
Other nearby venues currently listed on the Pickleball 
Victoria website include Manningham DISC and 
Boroondara Sports Complex in Balwyn.
The sport is looking to grow, so if there is a venue near 
you that would be suitable and you want to play, but it 
is not listed, contact Pickleball Victoria.
The organisation can also provide some equipment on 
loan to venues and contact details for nearby qualified 
coaches.

Photos: SUPPLIED

The Truong’s

The Victorian team
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