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Time of remembrance
On Anzac Day, Warrandyte came out to remember those who served our country. The Warrandyte RSL saw 
hundreds attend the April 25 commemoration, dedicated to fallen and returned Army, Navy, and Air Force 
Veterans who have seen service in over a century of conflict and peacekeeping duties around the world. See our 
commemoration coverage on Pages 10–13.           Photo: BILL McAULEY



The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local 
newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it has retained 
its strong community character, being produced mostly by volunteers 
with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its 
independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards 
the people, environment and character of the place it serves. Its 
monthly circulation is 3,500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, 
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, 
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands 
where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, 
and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and 
acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people continue to play within our community.  

Readers are advised that the 
Warrandyte Diary accepts no 
responsibility for financial, health 
or other claims published in 
advertising in this newspaper. 
Responsibility for election and 
referendum comment in this 
issue is accepted by James 
Poyner.
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra 
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked 
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became 
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established 
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river 
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were 
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian 
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural 
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has 
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression 
of that spirit.
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The more things change... 

Next issue of the Diary will be published Monday, June 6, 2022.  
Advertising and editorial copy closes Friday, May 27, 2022.
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Summit meets 
on Growler’s

BY JUDY MACDONALD
Not a wave, not a cheer, not an ounce 
of ticker tape was apparent when the 
Big Three met in Warrandyte — on 
Growler’s Hill.

The meeting was conducted with all 
the solemnity of a summit conference.

The three — builder, drainer, and 
health inspector — met and stood in a 
circle gazing intently at the solid rock 
beneath their feet.

Like a small two-up school that had 

lost its coin down a drain.
Nobody moved or spoke.
The suspense was unbearable.
The builder scratched his head 

thoughtful ly ,  health  insp e ctor 
scratched his chin thoughtfully and 
the drainer just scratched.

“You did say a septic tank?” drainer 
queried.

“Er couldn’t they make do with —
er—.”

He waved vaguely towards the trees.
“No”, builder snapped.
“They couldn’t!”
“Lot of rock,” health inspector 

enlightened his companions.
“Yes,” builder mused, “we’ve noticed.”
Drainer takes a stab at a quote.
Builder is hastily brought to with 

much fanning and mopping of fevered 
brow.

“You’ve got to be joking,” builder 
feebly protests from prostrate position.

“Listen it’s no joke!
“I’ve got to carry screenings up by 

bucket and we can’t get concrete tanks 
up here — have to be fibre-glass ones.”

So the afternoon slipped away, 
while our degree of poverty hung in 
the balance.

Drainer knew that he had the 

advantage as he’d passed eight of his 
opposition firms accelerating away 
from the scene in huge clouds of dust.

Not one of them would even quote.
“One tank be O.K.?”
Builder fully recovered, pumped 

inspector.
“Well there’s a lot of rock...”
Builder looks frantically around for 

means of escape.
“Look.”
Builder tackles drainer.
“That quote is four times my quote 

to my clients — they’ll have strokes!”
“Couldn’t even bury them in all that 

rock.”
Builder and drainer ignore inspector’s 

frivolity.
Builder tries again: “But buckets!”
“Couldn’t you wheel a barrow?”
Drainer laughs into large a calloused 

hand for fully five minutes.
“Did you see your site-cleaner with 

his barrow?”
The recollection is too much for 

him — he has to sit down and finish 
his guffaws.

Builder and inspector wait.
Drainer continues: “He had a barrow 

load of brickbats and his ute was 
parked half-way up the drive with a 

plank up to the tray, so that he could 
dump the rubbish straight in.”

More chuckles.
“He had reached about 40m.p.h. 

when he hit the plank so he and barrow 
ran straight through the trailer and 
ended up on the roof of the cabin of 
the ute.”

At this point, the drainer has minor 
convulsions which end in a great fit 
of coughing.

Builder is not amused.
“But you’ll be coming uphill with 

the load — the barrow will be empty 
going down.”

“Listen mate.”
Drainer becomes serious.
“If I had to push a barrow load of 

anything up that drive, there wouldn’t 
be any coming down — I’d be finished!”

“Sure is a lot of rock.”
Inspector nods.
At this point we’ll leave our “big 

three”, secure in the knowledge that 
the rest of the conversation sounded 
very similar.

I hope that their night won’t be 
disturbed by the thought of us opening 
yet another can of bargain baked 
beans.

After all, at least we have the septic...

North centre on the move
Work has begun on the North 
Warrandyte Community Centre in 
Research Road.
The building is not expected to be 
ready for occupancy until later this 
year.
In the meantime, the North Warrandyte 
Infant Welfare and Pre-School Centre 
has rented the Presbyterian building, 
Kangaroo Ground, for two terms.
The pre-school association committee 
is grateful to the local tradespeople 
who contributed to the hamper effort 
which raised about $100.
Committee secretary Merle Foot this 
week thanked the many Christmas 
fete helpers. 
She said $470 was raised.
Bottles are proving a good money-
spinner for the association. 
They can be left at the depot at the 
corner of Floods and Kangaroo 
Ground Roads.
The association hires out sets of cutlery 
for functions. 
Several organisations still have some 
sets out and are final.

We return to our roots and sift 
through the Warrandyte Diary 
archives to find out how Warrandyte 
has changed (or hasn’t at all) over 
the past 50 years.
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When Fitzsimons Lane sneezes…
By JAMES POYNER
THE LATEST FITZSIMONS Lane 
project blitz is under way, with 
motorists being warned that significant 
disruption will occur as a section 
of Porter Street is closed for around 
seven weeks.

B u t  a s  h i s t o r y  h a s  s h o w n , 
whenever Fitzsimons Lane is heavily 
congested, commuters come through 
Warrandyte, which explains the return 
of peak period traffic backed up from 
Warrandyte Bridge to the sports oval 
— and beyond.

Major Road Projects Victoria’s 
Project Director Dipal Sorathia said 
creating a more reliable Porter Street 
junction is one of the biggest priorities 
for the Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade team.

New traffic lights will be installed 
at a Porter Street intersection in 
Templestowe to deliver a safer and 
more efficient crossing for motorists, 
cyclists and pedestrians.

Removing the Fitzsimons Lane-

Porter Street roundabout will ensure 
better traffic flow for all road users and 
help clear a significant bottleneck and 
improve safety.

Construction crews will work around 
the clock for seven weeks, from 6pm 
Tuesday, April 26 to 5pm Sunday, June 
12, 2022, to remove the roundabout 
and install traffic lights, with associated 
kerb and channel works, drainage 
works, build footpaths, earthworks, 
pavement replacement, line-marking 
and lighting.

“We thank locals for their patience 
as we get on with this upgrade and 
complete about six months’ worth of 
work over the next seven weeks,” said 
Mr Sorathia

This intersection is one of the busiest 
in Templestowe.

As traffic volumes return to pre-
pandemic levels, congestion during 
the morning and afternoon peaks 
regularly leads to queuing — causing 
delays, frustration, and distress.

Mr Sorathia said replacing the 
Porter Street roundabout with traffic 
lights will reduce congestion for the 
more than 60,000 vehicles which use 
Fitzsimons Lane every day and make 
the community safer.

Two lanes of traffic will remain open 
on Williamsons Road/Fitzsimons Lane 
in both directions.

Temporary traffic lights will guide 
north-south motorists through the 
intersection.

During this first phase of these 
works through to Saturday , May 14 
— the eastern leg of the Porter Street 
roundabout will be closed, meaning 
traffic will need to detour via Foote 
Street/Reynolds Road, Blackburn 
Road and Warrandyte Road.

Access to nearby businesses, 
Templestowe Reserve and BlueCross 
Silverwood will be maintained, but 
visitors to these businesses will need 
to approach from the Warrandyte/
Blackburn Road end of Porter Street.

Public bus services are unaffected, 
with busses given access through the 
closed intersection.

The second stage of works will be 
carried out over the remainder of May 
and into June, with one lane to re-
open for those travelling from Eltham 
turning left into the eastern leg of 
Porter Street towards Warrandyte.

W i t h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t r a f f i c 
movements throughout the period, 
motorists are encouraged to plan 
ahead and allow extra time for their 
journey.

Delays of approximately 20-minutes 
are expected along detour routes.

Pedestrian and cyclist access has 
been maintained on select shared 
paths.

However, some verge areas are 
fenced off to ensure the safety of road 
workers.

A pedestrian detour is in place 
through Templestowe Reserve.

The temporary roundabout will 

be removed, and the upgraded 
intersection will be open by early June.

Finishing w orks  — including 
asphalting, line-marking and signage 
works — will continue throughout 
2022.

The upgrade will also improve the 
reliability of public transport with 
the introduction of bus prioritisation 
signalling.

Once traffic lights are installed at 
Porter Street, the project team will turn 
their attention to major construction to 
upgrade the Foote Street intersection in 
Templestowe.

See maps below for Stage 1 and Stage 
2 road closures, detours, and business 
access options.

For more information or to sign up 
for updates, visit 
roadprojects.vic.gov.au/fitzsimons. 
For up-to-date travel information 
and to plan your journey, visit 
ptv.vic.gov.au & vicroads.vic.gov.au

Construction blitz on Fitzsimons Lane upgrade sees peaktime congestion through Warrandyte
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State Budget spends on big picture
By SUSAN FOREMAN
THE VICTORIAN State Budget 2022/23 
was released at the start of May, and 
the Andrews Government spent big 
on Health, Transport and Education 
— although very little of that directly 
flows into our local area.

Instead, the budget focussed on 
broad-brush projects, that are aimed 
at providing services to all Victorians.

Health
Premier Daniel Andrews announced 

an investment in a Pandemic Repair 
Plan, which he said will deliver more 
staff, better hospitals, and first-class 
care.

“Across our nation — and around 
the world — the pandemic has put 
unprecedented pressure on health 
systems. 

From a sharp increase of critical 
COVID patients to disrupted care, 
resulting in longer hospital recovery 
time, the last two years have really 
knocked our health system around. 

Now we’ll  ease the pandemic 
pressure on our hospitals and our 
healthcare workers. 

The Victorian State Budget 2022/23 
will invest over $12 billion to put 
patients first, with a Pandemic Repair 
Plan for more staff, better hospitals, 
and first-class care.”

He said by expanding emergency 
departments, adding more surgical 
beds to get more elective surgeries 
done and increasing maternity care 
services, “this budget will ensure more 
Victorians get the very best of care, 
close to home”.

Member for Eastern Metropolitan 
Region Sonja Terpstra said the 
budget is delivering for Victorians in 
Melbourne’s East when it comes to 
first-class healthcare.

“Making sure patients have access to 
the services they need, close to home,” 
she said.

Transport
Transport was another big-ticket 

item of this budget, from continuing 
Victoria’s Big Build projects, such as 
North East Link, Metro Rail Tunnel 
and the Suburban Rail Loop, Level 
Crossing Removal Project, as well 
as building new trains, employing 
new train drivers and providing local 
transport solutions.

And for commuters travelling into the 
CBD, the good news is that the Bulleen 
Park and Ride has been fast-tracked 
and will be completed four years earlier 
than originally planned.

However, Member for Warrandyte, 

Ryan Smith says these projects do not 
help residents get around our local 
area, highlighting the need for an 
improved bus service for Wonga Park.

“There are only one or two services 
every hour, and that’s not good enough 
for commuters who want to get around.

“Daniel Andrews is committing a 
hundred billion dollars to Suburban 
Rail Loop, but that’s not going to help 
anyone who lives in Warrandyte or 
Wonga Park,” he said.

Education
Education is another big-ticket item 

that sees investment across the state, 
but nothing specific locally.

The Premier said the budget will help 
make sure every young Victorian gets 
the education they need for the career 
they want. 

He said the new VCE Vocational Major 
and Victorian Pathways Certificate will 
replace VCAL, offering students more 
choices, a higher-quality curriculum 
and better workplace experiences — 
preparing students to jump into further 
study, training at TAFE or work as soon 
as they leave school. 

The VCAL reforms will save many 
Victorian families up to $1,000 by 
cutting out-of-pocket costs, with 
students no longer having to pay for 
essential learning materials for VET 
studies. 

There is also funding for apprentices, 
with $12 million to continue and 
expand funding for Apprenticeship 
S u p p o r t  O f f i c e r s ,  t o  p r o v i d e 
apprentices with support to complete 
their apprenticeships and get the 
training they need to get a good job. 

He said students with special needs 
should receive the same opportunities 
as every other student in our state. 

This budget allows for upgrades at 
36 special schools, including Croydon 
Special Developmental School — 
which will receive $11.75 million 
for an upgrade — giving students 
a n  u p g r a d e d  g y m n a s i u m  a n d 
hydrotherapy building. 

Ms Terpstra said: “The wonderful 
students and teachers at Croydon 
Special Developmental School deserve 
the best learning and teaching spaces, 
and that’s what the Andrews Labor 
Government is delivering in this 
Budget”.

She said this will mean every single 
special school in Victoria will have 
received funding for a major upgrade 
since the Andrews Government was 
first elected.

Gold 
Memorial 

Road 
works

By SANDI MILLER
GOLD MEMORIAL Road will be 
closed to traffic on Tuesday, May 
10 to install three additional speed 
humps.

Anyone planning to circumvent 
the Yarra Street gridlock should be 
aware that, for at least one day, this 
detour will not be available.

R a c h e l l e  Q u a t t r o c c h i , 
Manningham Council’s Director 
City Services said the road will 
be closed between 7am and 5pm 
while works are occurring. 

“This should be one day only, 
depending on weather,” she said. 

The road will be closed to traffic 
at Harris Gully Road and Husseys 
Lane. 

“We intend to maintain access for 
local residents for the period of the 
works with some potential delays,” 
said Mc Quattrocchi. 

She told the Diary, that access 
to the Gold Memorial carpark will 
be available at all times but the 
direction may change during the 
day depending on the speed hump 
being installed. 

Traffic guidance will be on hand 
to direct as required. 

Access for Emergency vehicles 
will be maintained. 

She said the road is only closed 
to vehicular traffic. 

“Pedestrians, cyclists and horses 
would be able to go through.” 

Sonja Terpstra MP gives Croydon SDS the funding news
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Jumping Creek Road plan endorsed by Council
MANNINGHAM Council adopted the 
Jumping Creek Road Design Proposal 
at its April Ordinary Council Meeting.

The design proposal outlines how the 
Jumping Creek Road upgrade project 
will be constructed.

Yarra Ward Councillor Carli Lange 
told the meeting that the proposal 
successfully balances the priorities 
of safe road usage and the need to 
preserve the unique visual amenity of 
the local area.

“What came out [of community 
consultation] as the main concerns 
were wildlife protection, enhancing 
the vegetation, the footpath network, 
the Homestead Road intersection and 
the safety concerns there, and speeding 
along the road.

“All of these have been addressed 
when preparing the preferred option.

“I ask my fellow councillors to 
support the great work that officers 
have done,” Cr Lange told the meeting.

The $17.9 million Jumping Creek 
Road upgrade project is a major project 
to reconstruct the entire length of 
Jumping Creek Road from Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road in Warrandyte to 
Homestead Road in Wonga Park.

Council endorsed the Jumping Creek 

Road Development Framework in 2016 
after serious safety risks were identified 
on the stretch of road.

A study conducted at the time 
identified that between January 2009 
and December 2013, 17 crashes 
resulting in casualties were reported 
at Jumping Creek Road, including one 
fatal crash.

It was also identified that Jumping 
Creek Road is an essential local link 
road that carries more than 8,100 
vehicles per day, with the traffic 
volume expected to double to 15,000 
cars per day by 2035.

In 2013, a Community Reference 
Panel was established to consult 
on the project with members of the 
community, Ward Councillors, and 
project officers, providing invaluable 
input on the road upgrade plan. 

Cr Andrew Conlon was one of the 
original Councillors that worked with 
the reference panel.

“One of the great outcomes for the 
reference panel was the significant shift 
in recognising the wildlife and doing 
what we could to accommodate the 
wildlife crossing.

“I think that was one of those points 
of tension — I remember from the 

very start — and I do not think we 
really committed to the solution until 
relatively recently,” he said at the 
Council meeting.

Manningham Mayor Cr Michelle 
Kleinert said that the endorsement of 
the design proposal signifies the start of 
the next chapter for this project.

“We know how passionate our 
community is about the safety of its 
members and preserving the beautiful 
natural environment we all enjoy.

“This concept plan has done a 

wonderful job of considering these 
two key elements.

“With a lot of constructive input from 
our community, we know this upgrade 
will add value to the everyday lives of 
those who use Jumping Creek Road,” 
Cr Kleinert said.

The concept plan is designed to 
improve safety for all users.

Jumping Creek Road’s original 
construction standard has resulted 
in limited locations for pedestrians to 
walk along the road safely.

With over 11 years of community 
engagement on this project, the final 
design reflects the community’s views 
that have been considered at each step 
of the process.

Works on the Jumping Creek Road 
upgrade project are expected to begin 
in early 2023, with an early works 
package commencing in late 2022.

For more information about the 
project, visit
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
jumping-creek-road-upgrade.

Federal funding pledge to fix Five Ways intersection
By SUSAN FOREMAN
COMMUNITY members, Manningham 
Council, and the State Member for 
Warrandyte, Ryan Smith, have been 
lobbying the Department of Transport 
and the Andrews Government to 
upgrade the dangerous Five Ways 
intersection at Croydon Road for 
several years.

Federal candidates have now entered 
the fray.

Liberal candidate, Keith Wolahan  
announced that a returned Liberal 
Government is committed to funding 
half of the project’s cost, up to $10 
million.

“I’ve got two young children, and 
whenever I come to that intersection, 
I feel like my heart skips a beat just 
before you pull out, and that’s what 
people have told me in all of the 
listening posts I have been to.

“So I’m really delighted, we can put 
some money on the table and help get 
it fixed, with the support of Council and 
our State counterparts — together, we 
can get this done,” Mr Wolahan said.

Labor Candidate, Naomi Oakley 
told the Diary that, if elected, she too 
“committed federal funding for the 
intersection”.

“I am also aware that the State 
Government is waiting on [Department 
of Transport (DoT)] investigations on 
the scope of works for the intersection, 

therefore it would be inappropriate to 
announce any dollar amount without 
knowing the cost of any proposal.

Member for North East Metro 
Region, Sonja Terpstra agreed that 
while DoT is still undertaking its 
assessment of the road, “it would 
be premature to announce funding 
without understanding the full scope 
of any works needed to get the right 
solution for Five Ways.”

Manningham Mayor, Cr Michelle 
Kleinert said that she was delighted that 
the upgrade of Five Ways intersection 
is being given careful consideration 
for prioritisation as it is a key advocacy 
priority for Council. 

“Five Ways intersection is where two 
State controlled arterial roads meet 
with two local roads and is managed 
by the DoT. 

“We have been advocating to the DoT 
on behalf of our community to have 
safety concerns at the intersection 
urgently addressed and have been 
encouraged by their response to date.” 

“We now need State funding to match 
this funding commitment and to 
prioritise this project so we can make 
the area safer for everyone.”

Mr Smith told the Diary: “I’ve been 
campaigning and advocating on this 
issue for a number of years; I’ve sent 
letters and correspondence to three 
different Roads Ministers over the 
years because the State Government 

does not want to step up on a state 
road, so I’m really pleased that our 
Federal Candidate will step up — 
because someone has to.

“For the state government to 
continuously say that this is not a 
dangerous intersection that they’re 
not going to help is just ridiculous, 
frankly,” he said.

When asked if the North East Link 
will alleviate the issue, Mr Smith noted 
that North East Link is still years away.

“I don’t want to see a fatality here in 
the interim”.

He said people who move from the 
north to the east use this road, so the 
North East Link might help, but local 
traffic goes through here too.

“If anyone’s here around 3:30pm, 
they’ll see the school traffic — and 
that’s all local traffic,” he said.

Cr Kleinert said the announcement 
of Federal funding from both Liberal 
and Labor means “the community has 
spoken — and it has been heard”.

“Finally, there is some money on the 
table, and it needs to happen; we want 
a safer Five Ways,” she said.

S h e  s a i d  w h i l e  t h e  f u n d i n g 
commitment is not a guarantee of the 
project proceeding, it is definitely a 
huge step in the right direction and 
Council are seeking support from all 
Menzies candidates. 

“The Manningham community 
should be proud to see that their 

feedback has resulted in this issue 
being highlighted. 

“I’d like to take the opportunity to 
thank all of the residents who provided 
details of their experiences to Your Say 
Manningham.” 

Five Ways has been the site of 
several vehicle crashes and incidents, 
including serious accidents over the 

past five years. 
The local community has recently 

provided over two hundred comments 
about their safety concerns. 

Ms Oakley said she was “very 
sceptical of the federal LNPs promise 
of funding. 

“They usually underfund things, or 
fail to deliver on promises,” she said.

Lack of crossing guards 
puts kids at risk

Your say

Manningham Mayor, Cr Michelle Kleinert, Liberal Candidate for Menzies, 
Keith Wolahan and Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith MP

Dear Diary
The Wonga Park school crossing 
remains unmanned.
There were two near misses in the two 
minutes I was at the crossing with my 
own kids. 
There is no bigger priority than the 
children’s safety crossing the road. 

It only takes one second for there to be 
an accident to completely devastate 
the community.
I ask the Council, does it take a child 
to be hit by a car for there to be an 
attendant there?
I have seen no advertising for 
someone to fill the role?
There is budget allocated for the 
crossing to be supervised, where is 
that money going?
KRISTY McKENZIE
WONGA PARK

Artist’s impression courtesy MANNINGHAM COUNCIL
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Food waste collection for Manningham
By SANDI MILLER
THE VICTORIAN Government has set 
a range of targets and requirements to 
reduce waste going to landfill.

In February 2020, the Victorian 
Government released Recycling 
Victoria — Victoria’s circular economy 
and action plan.

In a move towards meeting these 
targets, Manningham Council has 
endorsed the introduction of a Food 
Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) 
service from July 1, 2023.

The FOGO service will  allow 
residents to dispose of all food waste 
in the existing green-lidded garden 
bin along with the garden waste.

This will include fruit, vegetables, 
dairy products, eggshells, bread, 
past a,  meat,  f ish  and b ones ; 
Council will supply residents with a 
kitchen caddy and a year’s worth of 
compostable caddy liners to allow 
residents to transport food scraps 

from the kitchen to kerb.
Additionally, the existing red-lidded 

bin collection will be reduced to a 
fortnightly service.

Council said this change would 
assist residents in taking action 
and reduce their impact on the 
environment and meet Council’s 
climate action plan.

At the April Council meeting, 
councillors heard that almost 
56 per cent of kerbside waste in 
Manningham sent to landfill is food 
waste.

Cr Tomas Lightbody moved the 
motion, telling his fellow councillors: 
“This new program will mean, that 
most household waste will now 
either be recycled by the yellow bin 
or, in the case of food organics, via 
the green bin.

“This goes to reducing our landfill 
and reducing the emissions that 
result from landfill as well.

“I’m confident that we’re doing 
everything right to make it as easy as 
possible, including supplying kitchen 
caddies and what’s estimated to be 
about a year’s worth of biodegradable 
bags for the food waste to our 
residents.”

Mayor, Cr Michelle Kleinert said 
that the introduction of FOGO 
is a fantastic opportunity for the 
community to reduce the amount of 
waste going to landfill.

“One of the easiest and most 
effective ways to reduce greenhouse 
gases will be disposing of your food 
waste into the FOGO bin.

“Many residents have been asking 
for this service.

“We are proud to be able to offer 
this sustainable option for food waste 
disposal,” she said.

Th e  n e w  w e e k l y  FO G O  a n d 
fortnightly garbage and recycling 
kerbside collection service will 

commence from July 1, 2023.
Until then, the existing service stays 

in place, which means food scraps 
must continue to go into your red bin 
or any alternative disposal method 
you currently use.

Cr Carli Lange said she is glad there 
is over a year until the program will be 
rolled out, which will allow residents 
to come to terms with the change.

“It is going to mean a behavioural 
change in how we manage and 
operate our waste, and that is going 
to be easier for some and hard for 
others,” she said

Cr Lange also said she believed 
the longer rollout would help the 
program succeed in the long run and 
ensure that “it is a success, not just 
now, but for future generations”.

Detailed information about the 
changes will be provided over the 
coming months.

Council  is  also planning the 

addition of a fourth bin for glass 
recycling; however, a timeline for this 
initiative has not been announced.

For more information about the 
best way to reduce your landfill, visit 
manningham.vic.gov.au/food-
organics-garden-organics-fogo. 

Time for community action on climate

M A N N I N G H A M  C O U N C I L  h a s 
endorsed a draft Climate Emergency 
Action Plan to meet climate mitigation 
targets adopted in late 2021.

Council is asking residents: “What 
actions will you take to combat climate 
change?”

Manningham has adopted climate:
• net-zero emissions by 2028 for 

Council operations
• net-zero emissions by 2035 for the 

Manningham community
Council is now seeking your feedback 

on the draft actions it is planning to 
enable it to meet its goal of net-zero 
emissions.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Michelle 
Kleinert said that the entire community 
will play an important role in meeting 
the targets.

“It was our community taking action 
that brought us here.

“Our community asked us to act, 
which led to the declaration of a climate 
emergency.

“The Climate Emergency Action Plan 
is the next step to reduce the impacts 
of climate change.

“All of the actions included in the 
draft plan were driven by community 
feedback.

“We are keen to hear from residents 
and business operators about which 
actions you want to work on first,” Cr 
Kleinert said.

What can you do?
The draft plan outlines easy ways 

you can tackle climate change in your 

neighbourhood, including:

• Switching to solar
• Learning more by attending a 

climate education event
• Applying for a LEAF grant to 

preserve the natural values of your 
property

• Managing your waste and recycling

Cr Kleinert said the introduction 
of a food and organic waste service, 
which is scheduled for implementation 
in July 2023, is one major project 
Council is implementing for its 
community, which will contribute 
to Manningham achieving net-zero 
within the community.

What has Council done?
Manningham Council has rolled out 

many initiatives over recent years to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

These initiatives have included the 
introduction of:

• energy-efficient LED streetlights
• a low emission Electric Vehicle 

Council fleet
• solar power
• green power purchasing and a 

wind-powered electricity supply 
through the Victorian Energy 
Collaboration (VECO)

Expanding Council’s renewable 
energy contract 

Council endorsed the expansion of 
renewable wind power to key buildings.

In May 2021, as a member of the 
47-council strong Victorian Energy 
Collaboration (VECO), Manningham 
signed a contract with Red Energy to 
supply wind-powered electricity to four 
Council buildings.

After analysis of current contracts, 
Council has identified the potential 
to take emissions reduction from 25 
per cent to 65 per cent by expanding 
the contract.

Cr Kleinert said Council’s draft 
Climate Emergency Action Plan calls 
for the community to act on climate 
change.

“ T h i s  p r o g r a m  s h o w s  o u r 
commitment to the Action Plan by 
seeking renewables for our power 
needs.

“Accessing renewable energy through 
the contract not only will reduce our 
emissions but also provides a financial 
benefit as the contract is considerably 
less than existing contract prices,” she 
said.

The contract with Red Energy is called 
a renewable energy Power Purchase 
Agreement (PPA).

This PPA was the catalyst for adding 
two wind farms to the Victorian 
electricity grid.

In doing so, this PPA contributes 
to reducing the carbon intensity of 
Victoria’s electricity supply.

The two wind farms are located 
23kms northeast of Mortlake (Moyne 
Shire) and 25kms north of Horsham 
(Yarriambiack Shire).

The farms have 80 and 38 turbines 
respectively generating over 2,000GWh 
annually.

Along with the power generated 
from the wind farms, the PPA will also 
draw power from the fleet of Snowy 
Hydro renewable energy generators 
as required. 

To provide your feedback about the 
draft Climate Emergency Action Plan, 
visit yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.
au/climate-action

Draft 
Asset Plan 
endorsed 

AT ITS APRIL meeting, Manningham 
Council endorsed the draft Asset Plan 
for public comment. 

The Asset Plan provides information 
for residents about the condition and 
value of Council assets as well as how 
Council’s capital works program is 
developed and prioritised. 

“Our assets are used by our 
community for a range of purposes. 
These include our community halls 
to sporting fields, open spaces to 
streetscapes and plazas,” said Mayor 
Cr Michelle Kleinert. 

“We have developed the Asset 
Plan to be easy to read so everyone 
can have a say on how we plan to 
manage these important community 
resources.” 

Cr Kleinert said an asset plan 
is a requirement under the Local 
Government Act and will feed into 
Council’s asset management plans 
next financial year. 

The Asset Plan is part of a suite 
of long-term planning documents 
which includes: 
• Council Plan
• Municipal Strategic Statement
• Health and Wellbeing Strategy 

2021–2025
• Capital Works Plan
• Financial Plan

“This is an important opportunity 
for our community to have a say 
on what is important to them for 
planning community assets,” said 
Cr Kleinert. 

To provide your feedback about 
the Asset Plan ,  visit  yoursay.
manningham.vic.gov.au/asset-
plan
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Now is the time to act for climate

WE NEVER LIKE to hear about natural 
disasters.

Apart from the sadness felt about the 
suffering and hardship experienced by 
those impacted, we may feel guilty.

It’s a terrible admission, but it’s 
important to recognise this guilt.

We, humans, have caused the 
conditions whereby natural disasters 
are becoming more frequent and more 
intense.

T h e  f l o o d i n g  a n d  b u s h f i r e 
catastrophes around Australia are 
happening more often because of 
climate change.

Climate change already has severe 
effects.

We will continue to hear about 
natural disasters — again and again, 
and again.

We will hear about flooding and 
wildfires in our media headlines.

These events are happening now.
I know you have repeatedly heard 

about the same things, and I get it; it’s 
getting repetitive.

But this is the future of my generation 
that we’re talking about.

Every decision made about climate 

change impacts my generation and 
future generations.

I fear that a future version of me will 
witness our planet being destroyed or 
irrevocably damaged.

When I was shown the findings from 
the latest Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) report, I was 
shocked.

It proved what I suspected; we are 
not doing nearly enough to stay below 
the 1.5 degrees temperature increase.

Scientists are warning us that we will 
be too late if we don’t act now.

Now is the time to apply the tools 
we have.

The report clearly states that we 
can keep global warming under 1.5 
degrees.

We must make significant changes 
rapidly, and this is possible.

Having greenhouse gasses peak by 
2025 and then halving them by 2030 is 
what we need to do to avoid the worst 

of climate change and not go above 
1.5 degrees.

This means abandoning plans for 
fossil fuel use.

We need to use the zero-emissions 
alternatives that are currently available.

Even to keep global warming under 2 
degrees by 2050, we must cut back our 
gas by 15 per cent, oil by 30 per cent 
and coal by 85 per cent compared to 
2019 usage.

But many would say that if we act now 
and try harder, we can achieve much 
better than this.

If we can keep it to 1.5 degrees, this 
will help drastically reduce the effects 
of climate change.

We can lessen the blow; we need to 
come together and fix our mistakes.

Earth has given us life, and in return, 
we should care for it and cherish it.

To sustain life, we need to look after it.
We still need our planet to provide 

for us.

We will be nothing if we kill our life 
source.

We need to start respecting what has 
given us life.

Earth is a magnificent, beautiful 
place, and I believe we should fight for 
it like no other war we’ve fought.

If we start now, there is still a chance. 
While  burning fossi l  fuels  is 

destroying our planet, we should 
escalate our investment in cleaner 
options.

Renewable energy is cheaper and 
helps create green jobs.

Luckily, the price of renewable 
energy technology has drastically 
declined, especially solar, which has 
reduced in cost by 87 per cent since 
2010.

There is no valid economic argument 
for not acting responsibly in meeting 
the opportunities offered by the 
transition to renewable energy.

Limiting global warming doesn’t 

only include reducing fossil fuel use 
but also includes changes to farming, 
manufacturing, and our buildings to 
get down to net-zero by 2040.

No country has more to gain from a 
net-zero future than Australia.

Our climate is perfect for solar and 
wind farms — Australia could be a 
world leader in renewable energy.

It is very clear that our window of 
time is closing; the sand has nearly all 
slipped through our hourglass.

The worst of climate change is on the 
horizon; every choice we make over the 
next decade is what is going to make a 
difference.

When the seventh IPCC report comes 
out, we will have dug ourselves into our 
future, for better or for worse.

This is our last warning.

WarrandyteCAN is a local Climate 
Action group that campaigns for 
positive changes to reduce the 
impact of climate change.
Amari is a local student and 
supporter; this is Amari’s second 
column for WarrandyteCAN.

By AMARI LARRATT, 
WarrandyteCAN Supporter
Year 8 Secondary Student & 
Warrandyte resident

green edge

Clarification
WarrandyteCAN’s April article 
summarised Liberal candidate Keith 
Wolahan’s responses to our questions 
about climate change.  

The article correctly stated that he 
did not acknowledge we are facing a 
climate emergency, but did not refer 
to why he took this view as stated in 
his answer to our question about the 
emergency.  

By way of clarification, Mr Wolahan 
indicated that he did not acknowledge 
we are facing a climate emergency as 
this is not a term the IPCC report 
appears to adopt.

Photo: TWENTY20PHOTOS
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Council seeks community help 
to plan against floods

ACCORDING to the CSIRO and 
Bureau of Meteorology State of the 
Climate report (2018), climate change 
is expected to result in more intense, 
but less frequent rainfall and longer 
periods of drought.

With increasing temperatures, 
evaporation rates will also increase.

In the wake of the devastating floods 
in NSW and Queensland, Councils 
across Victoria have been required to 
assess their risks of flooding.

Planned for completion in 2026, the 
Manningham Flood Mapping Project 
is being delivered by Melbourne Water 
and Manningham Council.

It will provide maps indicating flood 
extents for the regional and local 
drainage networks in Manningham, 
for a range of probable storm events.

Flood mapping involves computer 
modelling, which simulates how 
stormwater runoff travels through 
catchments.

The modelling takes account of data 
including:

• Terrain
• Built form 
• Existing drainage network, 

including the pits and pipes
• Perviousness of the catchment 
• Rainfall

Manningham Council is seeking 
expressions of interest (EOI) from 
community members to join a 
Community Reference Panel to guide 

the development of Manningham’s 
Flood Mapping Project and Integrated 
Water Management Strategy.

The Community Reference Panel 
will partner with Council to better 
understand the increasing flooding and 
stormwater management challenges 
facing the community arising from 
climate change, development pressure 
and population growth.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Michelle 
Kleinert, said she is proud Council 
is engaging with the community 
and proactively addressing these 
challenges now.

“It’s essential that we partner with 
the community to inform our strategic 
direction and implementation plans,” 
she said.

Council  wil l  undertake f lood 
mapping in accordance with the 
requirements of Regulation 148 of the 
Building Regulations 2018.

This information will allow Council 
to forecast the likelihood and impact 
of floods, understand flood risk and 
plan mitigation activities.

“The Community Reference Panel 
will support quality decision making, 
best placing us to proactively and 
sustainably meet the challenges 
ahead,” Cr Kleinert said.

“We’ve seen recent flood events 
de vastate  communit ies  across 
southern Queensland and northern 
New South Wales, demonstrating how 
climate impacts are changing and 
likely to worsen.

“We’re committed to engaging 
with our community and working 
closely with state agencies, including 
Melbourne Water, to ensure the long-
term sustainability, resilience and 
liveability of Manningham,” she said.

The panel  w i l l  consist  of  an 
independent facilitator, community 

members, Councillors, council officer 
representatives, and subject matter 
experts. 

The project duration is expected to 
be up to four years.

Community  members wil l  be 
appointed for an initial two-year 
term with an option to extend their 
appointment for a further two years 
by agreement.

Community members can register 
their interest from May 3, 2022 at 
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
flood-and-water-management. 

Hard copy application forms will 
be available for collection from the 
Manningham Council Civic Centre.

The EOI process will be open until 
Friday 27 May, 27 2022.

For more information about the 
Manningham Flood Mapping Project, 
Integrated Water  Management 
Strategy and Community Reference 
Panel EOI process, visit yoursay.
manningham.vic.gov.au/flood-and-
water-management. 

Escaped burn-offs 
prompt autumn 

warning from CFA

WITH FIRE restrictions now ended 
in all areas of Victoria, CFA is urging 
residents across the state to exercise 
extreme caution when burning off. 

Since the first Fire Danger Period 
(FDP) lifted in mid-March, CFA has 
responded to more than 120 escaped 
burn-offs. 

CFA volunteers have also attended 
35 re-ignitions from previous burn-
offs which were not extinguished 
properly. 

CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan 
warned Victorians not to add to those 
statistics. 

“We are seeing a large number of 
escaped burn-offs across the state 
which could have been avoided,” 
he said. 

“Despite restrictions ending, it 
is still important for residents to 
check local conditions on the day 
of any burn-off they are considering 
undertaking. 

“It is also vital that people register 
their burn-offs as they can get out 
of control easily with a simple wind 
change. 

“Make sure the fire is extinguished 
with water before you leave it and 
never leave a fire unattended. 

CO Heffernan said it is important 

to register all burn-offs so authorities 
know what is happening in the area. 

Landowners can register their 
burn-off by using the Fire Permits 
Victoria website:
f i r e p e r m i t s . v i c . g o v. a u ,  o r 
notifying the Emergency Services 
Telecommunications Authority 
(ESTA) by calling 1800 668 511 or 
emailing:
burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au. 

“We ask that landowners register 
burn-offs to help reduce the risk 
of CFA brigades being called out 
unnecessarily if a member of the 
public calls about smoke or a fire in 
the area,” CO Heffernan said. 

“If a burn off does get out of control, 
call ‘000’ immediately.

“People should have a fire plan 
and prepare for the event of fire, and 
never be complacent.” 

Keep your burn off safe and legal: 
• Check fire restrictions in your area 

and always register your burn at 
www.firepermits.vic.gov.au. 

• Check and monitor weather 
conditions — particularly wind. 

• To avoid unnecessary calls to 
emergency services, notify your 
neighbours beforehand. 

• Leave a three-metre fire break, 
free from flammable materials 
around the burn. 

• Have sufficient equipment and 
water to stop the fire spreading. 

• Never leave a burn-off unattended 
— stay for its entire duration. 

• If your burn-off gets out of 
control, call ‘000’ immediately. 
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Don Hughes Veterans march along Yarra Street

Pastor Andrew Fisher gives the Lord’s Prayer
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Age shall not weary them...
By SANDI MILLER
THE PEOPLE OF Warrandyte came 
together on April 25 to pay respects to 
those who have served in times of war.

Marking a tentative return to post-
COVID normality, around a thousand 
people gathered to commemorate 
Anzac Day with a march along Yarra 
Street and service at the Warrandyte 
RSL.

RSL President David Ryan reflected 
on the sacrifices made by the members 
of our defence forces.

“Anzac Day commemorates the 
landing on April 25 of the Australian 
and New Zealand forces at Gallipoli.
Today we gather because Anzac Day 
is a day that is important to us all, as 
a community and as a nation.
We are all here to commemorate not 
only this landing at Gallipoli but also 
all the brave men and women who 
served since then and the courage 
and endurance they demonstrated 
to us all.
To this day, we have men and women 
serving for our freedom and our 
way of life, for us here and for other 
countries’ stability.
As a community, we come together to 
pay our respects to the fallen soldiers 
of Australia and New Zealand, and 
also those that have served or are still 
serving within the Defence Force; these 
could be members of our families, our 

friends or work colleagues who have 
served our country at any time.
We reflect on the sacrifices these 
soldiers have made for us and for our 
freedoms.
We remember our fallen, our injured, 
our able-bodied Defence personnel, 
both past and present ; we reflect 
on those who have been injured 
in combat, during training, and 
those that, through their duty to the 
country, have suffered or are suffering 
physically, mentally, or emotionally, 
and the impact this has had on them 
and those around them.”
He said 2022 marks the 75th 

Anniversar y of  Australia’s  f irst 
peacekeeping operations.

“Although not officially combat, the 
service of our Defence Force protects 
civilians, actively prevents conflict, 
reduces violence and strengthens 
security to our neighbouring countries 
and throughout the globe,” Mr Ryan 
said.

Mr Ryan noted that this year also 
marks the 60th anniversary of the 
arrival of the Australian Army Training 
Team in South Vietnam and is the first 
Anzac Day since the withdrawal of the 
Australian Forces in Afghanistan.

The march and commemorative 
service comprised around a dozen 
returned servicemen and their families.

The Veterans were joined by 

community groups, including CFA, 
Scouts, Guides, Football and Netball 
Clubs in the march along Yarra Street.

There were also representatives of 
all levels of government, including 
outgoing Federal Member for Menzies, 
Kevin Andrews, State Member for 
Warrandyte, Ryan Smith MP, Sonja 
Terpstra MP, Mayor of Manningham Cr 
Michelle Kleinert and Councillors Carli 
Lange and Stephen Mayne.

Also in attendance were candidates 
for the seat of Menzies, Labor’s Naomi 
Oakley, Liberal’s Keith Wolahan and 
The Greens’ Bill Pheasant.

David Ryan conducted the service 
along with readings by Warrandyte 
Community Church Pastor Andrew 
Fisher.

22 Engineer Regiment provided the 
catafalque party.

The Piper was James Dimmock, and 
Bugler was Samuel Davies.

Following the service, the Club 
opened their clubrooms for a morning 
tea.

During the Anzac weekend, local 
veterans tossed the coin at the start of 
Warrandyte Football Club’s matches.

For the Senior’s matches, the coin 
was tossed by David Ryan, who saw 
service in Timor-Leste.

Vietnam Veteran Jim Pleasance 
tossed the coin for the Juniors. Piper James Dimmock

Walter Magilton Warrandyte RSL President David Ryan and Pastor Andrew Fisher



Pool and spa registration 
& inspection requirements

1 JUNE 
2022

Constructed on or 
before 30 June 1994

1 JUNE 
2023

Constructed from
1 July 1994 to
30 April 2010

1 JUNE 
2024

Constructed from
1 May 2010 to
31 October 2021

Call 0448 222 797

PBIV
POOL BARRIER INSPECTIONS VICTORIA

pty
ltd

DAVID
WAREHAM

www.poolbarrierinspections.com 
VBA Building Inspector - Pool Safety IN-PS 70409

Pool Barrier Insp Vic.

Have you had your pool or 
spa barrier inspected?
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Please look after this Ukrainian bear

Please note: readers may find 
details in this article distressing

ONE OF MY FAVOURITE stuffed toys 
is Paddington Bear.

Most of you will know that the author 
of this famous book, Michael Bond, 
based it on Jewish refugee children 
passing through Reading train station 
in Britain, escaping the Nazi horrors 
of WWII.

These orphans all adorned a label 
around their necks with their name 
and address.

They also carried a little case 
containing al l  their  t reasure d 
possessions.

Mr Bond was so touched by this 
heart-wrenching sight that he created 
Paddington Bear—known for his blue 
overcoat, bright red hat, and wearing 
a simple hand-written tag that says, 
“Please look after this bear. Thank you.”

The parallels with the conflict in 
Ukraine are obvious.

The Ukrainian comedian-turned-

President, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, even 
gave voice to the beloved animated 
character in the Ukrainian-dubbed 
version of the children’s movie 
Paddington in 2014 and Paddington 
2 in (2017).

One of Australia’s Peace Artists, 
George Gittoes, is currently in Ukraine 
and is documenting the devastating 
p l i g h t  o f  a b a n d o n e d  a n i m a l s 
throughout the country.

Documenting not only refugee 
domestic animals but animals housed 
in shelters and zoos — abandoned, 
starving, and diseased — it has 
become, quite literally, a dog-eat-dog 
world.

All involved meeting tragic and 
horrible fates. 

George reported from Borodyanka in 
early April where rescuers discovered 
an abandoned animal shelter:

“The shelter had been collecting 
family pets that had been left behind 
or had their owners killed. 
The Russians came to the shelter 
and shot or frightened off the Shelter 
workers. 
The dogs were left over 20 days 
without food or water. 
Those outside got rainwater but many 
left inside died of thirst. 
Some large dogs ate the smaller ones. 
It was going into a dog hell.”   

These are the real costs of war.
The ongoing tragedy and suffering of 

the most innocent of victims.
There are heroes working through 

this, risking their lives to rescue 
animals and humans alike.

Such as Tom, who is operating 
Animal Rescue Ambulances through 
the war zone.

He rescues abandoned, starved, and 
traumatised animals at great risk to 
his safety.

In just over three weeks, Tom and his 
colleagues have extracted over 600 cats 
and dogs and even a lion.

Tom and his team have saved so 
many animals from the war-torn 
country. 

Animals in shelters and animals on 
the streets, Tom and his team do it all. 

They have supplied and delivered 
food and medical supplies to animals 
in need.

Tom and his team are working on 
rescue missions non-stop. 

They receive calls and messages all 
day about animals in shelters and on 
the streets who are in need. 

Now, their biggest concern is food 
and how to feed the starving animals 
across the country.

They need your help. 
The team is fundraising to continue 

its efforts in Ukraine. 
The donations will go towards 

equipment for their missions, fuel for 
vehicles, equipment to rescue animals, 
medical aid, and food.

Combined with this, is the ongoing 
plight of the indiscriminate use of 
landmines.

George says Europe has not seen this 
intensity of bombardment of civilian 
targets since Bosnia.

Deviously, or just haphazardly 
placed, these weapons cause untold 
carnage to both humans and animals 
alike.

Often causing horrendous wounds 
and loss of limbs, the victim either has 
a slow, agonising death or becomes 
crippled for the remainder of their life.

Ukraine is not our close neighbour, 
but they belong to our global village.

Australians are world leaders in 
humanitarian landmine clearance and 
the care of animals. 

Surely we can help?

“Please look after all the Bears of 
Ukraine. Thank you.”

The delicate fragility of peace and 
freedom has been exposed in the tragic 
and unwanted war in Ukraine.

The misery and destruction created 
leaves lives shattered, cities reduced to 
rubble and a quarter of the population 
displaced.

The ongoing effects of this trauma 
will last for generations.

Peace is fragile, and the tyranny of 
war highlights that it should never be 
taken for granted.

We must be ever vigilant and help 
our global village in any way we can.

Like Australia’s gift of Bushmaster 
vehicles, it is the practical and heartfelt 
assistance to a neighbour in their time 
of desperate need that helps them not 
only immediately but also on their 
long road to recovery.

The plight of Ukraine animals is 

foremost in my mind.
They need our help.
My  h u m a n  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n 

humanitarian de-mining.
His small team established the 

program that eventually led to the first 
country in the world (Mozambique) 
being declared “landmine free”.

The task took 20 years to complete.
But every journey in life starts with 

the first step.
But that first step cannot be taken 

until the shooting stops because, my 
human tells me, sending our troops 
into Ukraine would be an act of war, 
potentially escalating the conflict to 
WWIII.

And no good can come from that.

To help the work of animal 
rescuers, consider donating to a 
charity such as War Paws. 
warpaws.org/donations/aid-for-
ukraine-animals

Drawing by Olga Wahnich

BY ZEUS
CANINE CORRESPONDENT

Illustration by RW ALLEY
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Sapling a symbol of service and sacrifice
By SANDI MILLER
DURING A MOVING ceremony to 
commemorate Anzac Day, ELTHAM 
College was presented with a small 
tree, which now takes pride of place 
on the school grounds.

The service commemorated the 
sacrifice of Australian and New 
Zealand soldiers and placed it in 
the context of today’s freedoms and 
democracy.

With an imminent Federal Election 
and a State Election earmarked 
for November, the ceremony also 
highlighted the impor tance of 
community service our local politicians 
and government officials perform, with 
the students encouraged to give a 
round of applause to those in public 
service in attendance, the Mayor of 
Nillumbik, and members of State and 
Federal Parliament.

The students then learnt about the 
heritage of the tree they were being 
gifted.

No ordinary tree, the sapling of a 
Pinus brutia is a direct descendent of 
the tree known as Lone Pine.

This tree grows on a plateau above a 
sandy beach once known as Suvla Bay, 
now Anzac Cove.

In 1915, the Lone Pine witnessed a 
fierce and bloody battle, which saw 
ANZAC and the Turkish Army fight 
for control of this strategic part of the 
Gallipoli Peninsula.

The Battle of Lone Pine was a battle 
fought by the Australian 1st Brigade, 
which started on the afternoon of 
August 6, 1915, preceded by a massive 
artillery bombardment.

The battle lasted three full days and 
nights.

Lone Pine produced some of the 
highest casualties of the Gallipoli 
campaign on both sides.

Over 2,000 Australian lives were lost, 
and the Turkish 16th Division was said 
to have lost more than 6,400 men — 
soldiers could not move in the trenches 
they occupied without crawling over 
bodies of both sides.

A surviving soldier said the only 
respect which could have been paid 
to the dead was to avoid treading on 
their faces.

In subsequent days, Thomas Keith 
McDowell from the 23rd Battalion was 
involved at the site.

He picked up a pinecone from near 
where he stood on the battleground.

On his return to Australia, McDowell 
gave the pinecone to Ms Emma Gray 
from Grasmere in Victoria.

Emma successfully grew four young 
pine trees from the pinecone.

The fourth tree was planted in 
Warrnambool Botanic Gardens.

The sapling, presented to the college 
by Mr Glen Ferrarotto, President of 
the Montmorency/Eltham RSL, is a 
direct descendant of that fourth tree, 
the original Lone Pine sapling, and 
is said to be one of the last saplings 
that will ever be produced from the 
Warrnambool Lone Pine, which is now 
itself approaching 100 years old.

“I am very honoured to be presenting 
this beautiful little tree to you today, 
which represents the ultimate sacrifice 
made by thousands of young men 
during the Gallipoli campaign.

“I know this tree will be cared for 
and respected, and as a very proud 
resident, I look forward to watching 
this small tree grow and become a 
significant part of the school,” said Mr 
Ferrarotto.

Principal of ELTHAM College, Simon 
Le Plastrier, said the school was pleased 
to have the tree as a symbol which will 
join a Gallipoli Oak Tree to “bookend” 
their memorial garden.

“It will be lovely to see it growing over 
the coming years,” he said.

Bob Ellsworth, Victorian State 
President of the Vietnam Veterans 
A s s o c i at i o n  o f  Au s t ra l i a,  s a i d 
he felt privileged to be part of the 
commemorations at ELTHAM College.

“Great dignity and great honour not 
just for the diggers, but for all veterans, 
and it’s an honour to be part of it.

“The students reflect the values of this 
place, and it’s so wonderful that they 
fundamentally ran the service.”

Bruce Atkinson, Member for Eastern 
Metropolitan Region and President of 
the Victorian Legislative Council, said 
the Lone Pine was “a symbol, which 
helps us recognise the connections in 
the past, but also the relationship we 

have with Turkey today”.
He said the school put some real 

thought into the students’ reflections 
on what Anzac means to them.

“It is just so insightful — the dignity 
of the service and the respect shown 
for those who have sacrificed for all 
of us, especially with what is currently 
happening in Ukraine,” he said.

Mayor of Nillumbik, Cr Frances 
Eyre, said that after seeing schools 
participate in the public events on 
Anzac Day and the in-house ceremony 
held at ELTHAM College, she thought 
it was wonderful to see our history is in 
such safe hands with our local schools.

“I think it’s wonderful to have so 
many young people involved, and the 
stories and the history are told — not 
only here at ELTHAM College, but all 
the schools have been represented 
really well as part of the Anzac Day 
services.

“I’m just  really  proud of  our 
community, and it is amazing to have 
this Lone Pine in our community,” Cr 
Eyre said.

College Captain, Year 12 student 
Darcy Wenn said he thought the way 
the school commemorated Anzac Day 
was important for young people.

“I think to have a moment to 
acknowledge the sacrifice that these 
veterans made for us, and even though 
it was over a hundred years ago now, 
its effects are still felt today, and I 
think that it’s important to keep that 
spirit alive.”

When asked if Anzac Day still held 
its relevance, Darcy was adamant that 
it did.

“Anzac is representative of that initial 
joint force, which means, Australian 
New Zealand Army Corps in World War 
I, but even in World War II, throughout 
Vietnam, even in modern conflicts,  

Australia, and New Zealand have still 
stood together, in a military sense.

“As much as we hope for no conflicts 
for the future, I’m confident that we will 
stand together in the future as well.”

College Vice-Captain George Chen 
said Anzac Day “shows the solidarity 
that our generation has with other 
generations, and shows that a country 
is formed by different parts of history 
that we need to acknowledge.”

College Captain Emily Barker said 
that it doesn’t matter how long ago 
these wars were.

“If those sacrifices weren’t made, we 
wouldn’t be standing here.

“So, no matter how long ago it was, 
we should still acknowledge that these 
people went to war and fought for us 
and our country, and I think it is an 
incredible thing and should also be 
acknowledged and remembered.”

Photos: MICHELLE COULING

Planting the Lone Pine sapling in the college grounds

Principal Simon Le Plastrier
Grandchild sapling of 
original Lone Pine Dignitaries watch on the commemorative service

Young bugler plays the Last Post Lighting candles for those on the Eltham Role of Honourw
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Nillumbik artists opened their studios
By SANDI MILLER
NILLUMBIK Artists Open Studios, 
which has been running for more 
than 35 years, allows art lovers to 
take a behind-the-scenes look at the 
studios of some of Nillumbik’s best arts 
practitioners.

This year the program welcomed 
several new artists to their program, 
including two Warrandyte artists, 
Wayne Rankin who has a studio in 
Osborne Road, and Esther Schouten 
who works out of her studio in Kruses 
Road.

The Diary visited their studios to chat 
about their art, their studios and how 
they came to be in the Open Studios 
program.

Wayne Rankin
Wayne Rankin is a graphic designer 

by trade having worked in corporate 
life, including designing stamps for 
Australia Post, designing corporate 

logos, and producing monoprints.
Then, Wayne tells me, in 2018 he 

found his new passion, glass.
“I always wanted to do glass because 

it really excites me, the transparency, 
and the reflections you get from it. 

“What I wanted to do is take my 
monoprint feel, this abstract feel, 
through the glass. 

“I’m trying to create this painterly 
approach to things, rather than being 
sharp-edged.” 

In December 2020, Wayne made 
the decision to join the Open Studio 
program.

He built his mud-brick studio 38 
years ago, but over the years it had 
become a storeroom.

“Basically, over the last six weeks, I’ve 
cleaned it out painted it, pulled the loft 
out, and the cellar, and then three or 
four days ago I set up the studio with 
my glass in here. 

I just wanted to get things happening 

this year — so it was a new year’s 
resolution.

Esther Schouten
Esther Schouten is a painter who 

works en plein air creating beautiful 
Monet-esque landscapes and in 
portraiture.

“I work, mainly in oils — but I do work 
in watercolour.

“I like the challenge of oils, the 
richness and the textures, and also 
the historical practice in oil painting 
— following the footsteps of the great 
painters. 

“I did a residency at Blue Lotus 
Water Garden and they have water 
lilies and lotus and they have a Monet-
like red bridge to make it look more 
like Monet’s Garden and they have a 
weeping willow. 

“I don’t want to copy his work but I 
feel inspired by him.”

Esther said she loves to work with 

light.
“I love how light falls and how light 

changes colour and shape and trying 
to capture that — I like doing portraits 
too — I like trying the challenge of it, 
capturing the planes of the face, the 
changing tones and capturing the 
character.”

She told me she joined the program 
to connect more with the community.

“I want to start teaching classes in 
watercolour and oil painting. 

“‘Enriching people’s lives with 
art’, that’s my motto, this is a good 
opportunity to do that.”

She tells me she has enjoyed being 
part of the Open Studios program and 
her first open weekend.

“It’s been lovely getting to know 
the other artists and I’ve had some 
beautiful comments come from 
different visitors — that’s been very 
encouraging,” she said. 

Esther will be holding beginners’ 

workshops in July covering oil painting 
or watercolour.

She says she is also gathering interest 
in afterschool art sessions for kids.

“Not classes, because kids have had 
enough classes, so it’s an Art Club 
— for kids who love art and can’t get 
enough of it. 

“Like I was as a kid, but I never had 
anyone to show me how to do stuff, I 
had to just do it myself, so that’s why I 
want to do it,” she said.

The Nillumbik Artists Open Studios 
program will return for two weekends 
in November.

For more about the program, visit 
artistopenstudios.com
To contact Esther about her art 
workshops, or to express interest 
in joining Art Club, contact 
schoutenea@yahoo.com

Have your say on Nillumbik’s 
draft Arts and Culture Strategy

THROUGHOUT 2021, Nillumbik 
Council performed a ‘pulse check’ on 
the community’s attitudes around arts 
and culture in the Shire.

This feedback, provided through the 
‘artbeat’ of Nillumbik consultation, 
has gone in to produce Council’s draft 
Arts and Culture Strategy.

Nillumbik Mayor Frances Eyre said 
the strategy aims to keep the heart and 
soul of Nillumbik going strong for the 
next four years and beyond.

Cr Eyre said arts and culture are the 
lifeblood of the Shire, and Council is 
committed to supporting a creative 
Nillumbik. 

“This draft has been informed by 
the most extensive consultation ever 
undertaken by Council for arts and 
culture planning.

“We heard from more than 2,200 
people, who shared their thoughts on 
what arts and culture meant to them.

“The intent of this draft strategy is to 
guide our work in supporting arts and 
culture to grow and thrive.

“We now want to check in with our 
community to see if we have got this 
strategy right, and we encourage 
feedback to Council via Participate 
Nillumbik,” Cr Eyre said.

Cr Geoff Paine said arts and culture 
is highly valued and an integral part 
of the Nillumbik community.

“It’s how we express ourselves, it’s 
how we challenge each other with 
ideas, it’s how we lift our existence 
above just basic survival,” Cr Paine 
said.

The strategy identifies four key goals 
representing the strong themes that 
emerged during consultation. 

They are:  
• An interconnected and creative 

community
• A visible and supported creative 

community
• A diverse and resilient creative 

community
• A distinctively Nillumbik creative 

community
Feedback is being sought on each 

of these goals, and the strategy as a 
whole, via Participate Nillumbik.

The consultation closes at 11:59pm 
on Sunday, May 22. 

Community members can apply 
t o  a d d re s s  t h e  P l a n n i n g  a n d 
Consultation Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, July 12, with the final strategy 
being presented for endorsement by 
Council in September.

Wayne Rankin discussing his glassmaking process

Esther Schouten in her studio

Glasswork by Wayne Rankin
Blue Lotus Water Garden Study No.3 (Red Bridge)
by Esther Schouten
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Echoes of the sound of silence
YOU COULD smell it in the air.

If you took a step outside, had a big 
stretch, opened up the lungs and had 
a great big gulp of it.

Preferably not in bare feet, as old 
mate wombat had taken to marking his 
territory on my backstep, and not after 
9am on the weekend when everyone 
on over an acre was burning off.

But there was hope in the air.
Life appeared to be returning to 

normal.
My email inbox was popping off with 

rosters for footy games, containing 
kind invitations asking me to be a 
boundary umpire in Brunswick at 3pm 
and trainer in Parkside at 1pm, but 
could you also be back in Warrandyte 
by 3pm for a second game for the kid 
whose game in Parkside won’t have 
even finished?

And by the way, where the hell even 
is Parkside?

Meanwhile — apparently — the 
basketball team text message chain 
had approximately 38,000 unread 
messages.

My bad.
Three weeks ago, I went to the 

Comedy Festival.

Remember the “whole life returning 
to normal” business?

Anyway, a great night, dinner and 
a show with friends, phone turned to 
silent, and notifications switched off.

I can highly recommend the no 
notifications and silent phone caper.

The kids — not so much.
All was going well until one Saturday 

morning; there I was attending my 
place of business when I got buzzed 
by my receptionist:

“I have one of your offspring on line 
two”.

Well, this was novel.
They had gone old school, googled 

my name, found my workplace phone 
number and tracked me down.

Gut instinct told me to ignore them 
and pretend I was busy; curiosity got 
the better of me.

Always trust your gut.
A Gen-Z voice with one part pride at 

mustering up the courage and actually 
making a phone call and two parts 
barely contained anger poured out the 
phone at me.

“Mum, it’s round one of basketball 
today, the game starts at 1:30pm at 
Andersons Creek Primary, and you’re 
on scoring….”

Wait, what? More sport?
And of course, I’m on scoring, the 

joy of a surname near the start of the 
alphabet.

“Sorry….the line’s breaking up….I 
can’t hear you,” I stutter desperately.

“Mum, you’re on a landline.”
“I won’t be able to make it home in 

time,” I fib.
“Mum, I’ve already checked with 

your receptionist; you’ve finished work 
for the day.”

Why do all these really useful, smart 
young people have to gang up on me?

So rather than fire said useful young 
receptionist, I put them to work out 
why my mobile has been so blessedly 
quiet and predictably, within 2.8 
nanoseconds, they have solved the 
case, and my phone erupts as they 
switch notifications back on.

Sure enough, amongst all the other 
texts, there are the ones for basketball.

Is it wrong of me to still feel a nervous 
twitch and not want to hit reply to 
confirm that yes, I had received the 
messages and yes, I could score?

Could I still feign ignorance?
An avalanche of three weeks’ worth 

of messenger chats cascades down 
my screen.

What a shame; how had I not noticed 
the lack of invites to social events?

A glance through the threads revealed 
most of the events had already been 
and gone.

Maybe the other way of looking at 
things was, should I be worried that 
no one had noticed that I had been 

missing in action?
But it was one WhatsApp group chat 

that piqued my attention.
One party we’d been to had been a bit 

of a COVID-19 super-spreader event.
Here was my chance, maybe a 

positive RAT could get me sent back 
to the “end-room-of-doom” for a 
seven-day time out.

Could I be lucky enough to get sick 
twice?

So, a week to catch up on some 
reading, a bit of TV, and some room 
service would be all right.

No, I’m not so lucky.
Another family member got a positive 

RAT and was sent to the “end-room-of-
doom”.

I got to provide the 5 star room 
service and accept the kind invitation 
to be the boundary umpire even 
though I haven’t run for 30 years, be the 
trainer even though I haven’t trained 
for 30 years, and score — even though 
I can’t admit in a local award-winning 
community paper the last time I scored 
and what it was that I scored.

So yes, life has returned to normal.

By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado

Gifts galore on Colin Avenue
By JAMES POYENR
LINA DE FRANCESCO and Vanessa 
Fraraccio are the mother-daughter 
team behind gift shop Bacio and Co., 
which recently opened on the Colin 
Avenue shopping strip.

Bacio and Co., along with Wellness by 
PP, Baby Spa and the recently opened 
Pick & Pan café, has revitalised a tired 
shopping strip that is becoming the 
centre for mums and bubs and gifts.

The Diary met with Lina and Vanessa 
to talk about their new Warrandyte 
business.

Lina said the business opened in 
late March/early April, and it was 
something she and her daughter 
“always wanted do, but never really 
had the opportunity, until now”.

“So, this came along, and we thought 
why not?”

Vanessa added: “I’ve always wanted 
to own a gift shop — I love homeware 
and baby gifts, and everything.

“So, yeah, I’m excited; I’m excited to 
have my mum here too.”

Lina also said they felt it was “destiny” 
when the new retail spaces became 
available.

The shop sells Australian designed 
and made gifts for all genders and ages, 
and business has been going well. 

The team is getting used to the ebb 

and flow of running a business in 
Warrandyte.

“In the first couple of weeks we were 
pretty busy and then over the Easter 
and school holidays, business died 
down a little bit, we will probably 
look at shortening hours when it’s the 
quiet period.

“We’ll just go with the flow, and if 
we see there are people, we’ll stay 
open, and if it is like a ghost town, 
we’ll shut early.”

Bacio and Co. is still finding its 
feet, working with known Australian 
brands, forging connections with local 
makers, and investing in community 
sport with sponsorship.

The mother-daughter team want 
their store to be “the place to go” in 
Warrandyte for gifts and is seeking 
feedback from local shoppers about 
what gifts they would like to see 
stocked.

They have already rolled out a 
service where customers can make 
up a bespoke hamper or get their 
purchases gift-wrapped.

From annual events like Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day and Valentine’s Day, 
to birthdays and anniversaries, Bacio 
and Co have something for everyone, 
and if they don’t — let them know.

Three new retail spaces on Colin 

Avenue are all now up and running, 
a n d  h av e  j o i n e d  Wa r r a n d y t e 
favourites, Indian Affair, Dyason Legal 
and Baby Spa, in a location that is 
becoming a popular place to hang out.

So now is a great time to do some 
meditation, grab a coffee or pick 
up a unique, Australian designed/
made gift.

Pictured: Vanessa Fraraccio and Lina de Franscesco
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Council calls on candidates to support local issues
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL is calling 
on candidates in the upcoming Federal 
Election to support and commit 
to issues affecting Manningham, 
including s olut ions for  better 
affordable housing outcomes, youth 
mental health services, and improved 
transport infrastructure.

Social housing
As a signatory to the Regional Local 

Government Homelessness and Social 
Housing Charter ,  Manningham 
has joined 12 other councils from 
Melbourne’s east and south, calling for 
urgent action for more social housing 
to end homelessness.

“Providing a safe home is the best way 
to stem the increase in homelessness,” 
said Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert.

“Homelessness is more likely to 
affect those most vulnerable in our 
society.

“This includes women and children 
fleeing family violence, people with a 
disability, people living with a mental 
health condition, people living in 
poverty, and marginalised groups.”

She said the last census showed 
that an estimated 3,390 households 
were in rental stress, social housing, 
or homelessness in Manningham 
during 2016.

The pandemic is expected to have 

caused this number to rise.
“We are calling on additional 

Commonwealth stimulus funding to 
registered housing services to work 
with Council to support vulnerable 
residents — particularly those with a 
disability.

Transport infrastructure
Council is also advocating for 

upgrades to Manningham’s roads.
C r  K l e i n e r t  s a i d  i n c r e a s e d 

population, major road works, and 
congestion change how we move 
around our city.

“As key routes are restricted, arterial 
roads are reaching capacity.

“State and Federal government have 
an important role in the upgrade of 
infrastructure to meet current and 
future needs.

“We are advocating for funding to 
complete necessary infrastructure to 
support our community.”

She said Council is calling for Federal 
funding of:
• $55 million for Templestowe Road 

duplication.
• Up to $10 million towards 

improvements for Five Ways 
intersection.

• $7 million for upgrades and 
improvements to Jumping Creek 

Road.
Cr Kleinert said roads and transport 

are a priority for the community under 
the Council Plan theme Liveable 
Places and Spaces, and the community 
has asked Council to advocate for 
key transport infrastructure and 
improvements.

Youth mental health
After years of lobbying, young 

people will soon have access to a 
local headspace youth mental health 
service.

Cr Kleinert said Council welcomes 
the recent announcements by Gladys 
Liu MP, Federal Member for Chisholm, 
Keith Wolahan, Liberal candidate for 
Menzies, and Carina Garland, Labor 
candidate for Chisholm, about a 
commitment of $1million a year for 
a headspace service in the Menzies/
Chisholm area.

Cr Kleinert started fighting for a 
headspace service during her first 
Mayoral term in 2016/2017, and her 
passion has not waned.

Now in her second term as Mayor, she 
has been actively working on raising 
the awareness of the most significant 
health issue facing Manningham: 
youth mental health.

Ma n n i n g h a m  y o u n g  p e o p l e, 

along with Cr Kleinert, recently met 
with Keith Wolahan to share their 
experiences and the consequences of 
the lack of services.

She said the young people were very 
clear; they need the support and early 
intervention services that headspace 
offers.

Within their age group, headspace is 
known and trusted.

“Young people in Manningham are 
facing a mental health crisis.

“With no dedicated youth mental 
health service, those suffering are 
facing wait times of months for 
services outside of the municipality.

“We are transport disadvantaged 
with limited public transport options; 
young people face extensive travel 
times to get to the nearest headspace,” 
said Cr Kleinert.

With youth mental health already 
worsening before COVID-19, in 
Manningham, there has been a 48 
per cent increase in demand for these 
services in the past year alone.

“We will continue to advocate 
for the service to be delivered in 
Manningham, where the demand and 
impact will be the most beneficial.

“We are committed to engaging our 
community and raising awareness of 
the need for dedicated local youth 

mental health services.”
She said Manningham looks forward 

to working with the Federal members 
to deliver an accessible service for 
young people.

She said  Counci l  i s  op en to 
partnering with any organisation 
expressing an interest in delivering 
this service in Manningham.

Anyone experiencing distress 
can seek immediate advice and 
support through Lifeline (13 11 14), 
Kids Helpline (1800 551 800), or 
the Government’s digital mental 
health gateway, Head to Health 
www.headtohealth.gov.au.

Time to have your say
As May 21 gets closer and candidates 

ramp-up their campaigning and 
community engagements, Cr Kleinert 
said this is a great opportunity to let the 
candidates know what you want to see 
from federal government.

“ T h e  Fe d e ra l  E l e c t i o n  i s  a n 
opportunity for our community to let 
candidates know what concerns them.

“I am encouraging all members 
of our community to contact your 
local candidate and tell them what 
Manningham needs.”

To see Manningham Council’s 
complete list of advocacy projects, visit 
manningham.vic.gov.au/advocacy.

Dear Diary,

I  thought your readers might be 
interested in a significant rockfall at 
the entrance (Bradleys Lane end) to the 
Pound Bend Tunnel which occurred 
recently.

Tonnes of rock have slid off the steeply 
dipping sediments above the entrance 

forming a neat row about one metre high 
across the bottom of the entrance.

This may impact on flows through the 
tunnel, particularly during higher river 
levels.
Paul Fitzsimons, 
Bradleys Lane

Your say
Pound Tunnel rock fall
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Federal Election 2022
CAMPAIGNING has well and truly 
begun for the Federal Election, to be 
held on May 21.

Many babies have been kissed, dogs 
patted and tradesmen’s hands shaken.

The Diary has approached each 
of the candidates in Menzies and 
Jagajaga to let readers know what they 
stand for and what is most important 
to them for their electorates.

While efforts were made to contact 
all candidates in these electorates, not 
every candidate was able to supply 
a statement before we went to print. 

However, all candidates have been 
included, in alphabetical order.

So please take the time to peruse the 
following pages to see who you want 
as your voice in the Parliament for the 
next three-or-so years.

Voting locations
The Australian Electoral Commission 

(AEC) has published a list of all polling 
places.

We have included a guide to all the 
locations within the Shire of Nillumbik 
and the City of Manningham on Page 
22, including an indication of their 
accessibility for disabled voters. 

Other locations can be found on the 
AEC website, aec.gov.au.

Pre-poll voting commences on, 
Monday, May 9. 

To be eligible for a pre-poll vote, you 
must be unable to attend a polling 
place on election day.

You can vote early either in person or 
by post if on election day you:
• are outside the electorate where 

you are enrolled to vote
• are more than 8km from a polling 

place
• are travelling
• are unable to leave your workplace 

to vote

• are seriously ill, infirm or due to 
give birth shortly (or caring for 
someone who is)

• are a patient in hospital and can’t 
vote at the hospital

• have religious beliefs that prevent 
you from attending a polling place

• are in prison serving a sentence of 
less than three years or otherwise 
detained

• are a silent elector
• have a reasonable fear for your 

safety.
On Election Day, if you are enrolled 

in a state outside of Victoria, you will 
need to vote at a special polling place 
specifically for interstate voters.

There is at least one interstate voting 
centre in each region.  

D o n c a s t e r  E a s t  i s  t h e  o n l y 
interstate voting centre within either 
Manningham or Nillumbik.

COVID-19
While the prevalence of COVID-19 

remains in the community, the AEC is 
taking measures to mitigate the spread 
at polling places.

Voters will be given pencils to use 
when voting, that should be returned 
to be sanitised after each voter.

AEC staff will all be wearing masks 
and will sanitise touch-points regularly 
and will be enforcing distancing 
measures.

These additional measures are likely 
to increase wait times at voting venues, 
so allow extra time and remember 
to be kind to AEC staff who will be 
doing their best to keep queuing to 
a minimum, while they work to keep 
everyone safe.

While  you are  in  the queue, 
remember to support the school or 
club that is hosting the polling place by 
buying a cake or a democracy sausage.

Democracy sausages

To find out where to get the best 
democracy sausage on election day, 
head to the crowd-sourced map of 
polling place sausage sizzles and cake 
stalls.

The site provides an interactive 
map of the location of polling place 
fundraisers so Australians can “snag a 
snag on the day”. 

If you’re planning an Election Day 
fundraiser, you can submit the details 
beforehand at democracysausage.org. 

Hu n g r y  v o t e r s  c a n  h e l p  t h e 
D e m o c r a c y  S a u s a g e  t e a m 
“crowdsauce” data on the day by 
getting in touch via Twitter, Instagram, 
or Facebook to report both sizzling and 
sausage-less sites. 

Senior Sizzle Advisor, Helen Ensikat, 
confirms preparations for the day are 
well underway at Democracy Sausage 
HQ. 

“In 2019, we had a banger of an 
election, serving up a sausage status 
for 35 per cent of polling places across 
the country, and we’re looking forward 
to cooking up more tasty Election Day 
content this time around. 

“Whether you relish the thought 
of an upcoming election, or remain 
unthawed by the prospect, you can still 
take part in this uniquely Australian 
tradition and support a worthy cause.” 

On a serious note, in Australia’s 
first Federal Election since the 
emergence of COVID-19, voters and 
stall volunteers should be aware of 
current public health regulations and 
follow them on the day.  

To snag a snag on polling day, head 
to democracysausage.org.
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Jagajaga electorate

Liz Chase
The Australian Greens 

— Victoria
I am a fifth generation Australian and 
Jagajaga local of 25 years. 
I feel strongly about addressing disadvantage 
in our society including access to affordable 
housing, healthcare and free education. 
But top of my list is real action to tackle the 
climate crisis.
Raised on a dairy farm in West Gippsland, I 
spent much of my youth working the farm. 
I am married with two step-children and also 
care for my disabled sister. 
My professional background is in business 
management and graduate recruitment in 
the industrial sector but I originally trained 
in science with a Masters in Public Health.
As a civilised and wealthy country, we can 
provide basic health services and housing to 
all Australians regardless of income. 
Greens policy will address disadvantage 
in society by getting dental and mental 
healthcare into Medicare, providing free 
childcare, making university and TAFE free, 
and increasing public housing stocks. 
We can pay for this by closing the tax 
loopholes that allow one in three big 
corporations in Australia to pay no tax. 
Having a rural background I have seen first 
hand the impacts of climate change and we 
all experienced this with the Black Summer 
bushfires. 
Australia must adopt climate policies 
that bring us into line with the rest of the 
developed world. 
Sadly, the science shows that neither Liberal 
nor Labor climate policies will do this. 
The Australian Greens are the only political 
party with carbon emissions targets that are 
driven by science, not by donations from 
fossil fuel companies.
By voting Greens in this election, you could 
put us in the balance of power. 
Then we can tackle the climate crisis and 
kick-start the renewables revolution in 
Australia. 
Let’s restore free education, get dental 
and mental healthcare into Medicare, and 
properly care for our aging population.

Maya Tesa
Liberal Democratic Party

Hi my name is Maya Tesa and I am the 
Liberal Democrats candidate for Jagajaga.
The Liberal Democrats stand for greater 
freedom, smaller government, and personal 
responsibility.
Along with being a mum to four beautiful 
children, my husband and I run a family 
business. 
We have seen first-hand the effects of 
decisions made by entrenched politicians 
with no real-world experience. 
Australia is crying out for real representation.
The Liberal Democrats aim to restore to 
individuals the right to make their own 
choices and to accept responsibility for their 
consequences.
The following Principles represent our 
enduring values.
Economic principles: Free markets and 
freedom of choice; small government, low 
taxation, limited government spending and 
regulation; widespread ownership of private 
property.
Social  principles :  Civil  society and 
volunteerism; civil liberties and individual 
freedom; individual liberty and personal 
responsibility under the rule of law.
Government principles: Constitutional 
liberal democracy; ethical and impartial 
government under the rule of law.
International principles: Free trade in goods, 
services and capital; free trade in ideas and 
culture; freedom and human rights.
I have been a passionate advocate for human 
rights and have worked hard supporting 
local not-for-profits and charities.
I believe strongly in freedom and equality 
for all, and that governments must be held 
accountable to their constituents for any 
actions and decisions they make.
As a local resident, I understand the 
importance of engaging in local and 
community issues.
My priority is to give a much needed 
transparent and honest voice to the people 
of Jagajaga.
My aim is to help alter Australia’s roadmap 
by pushing for economic reform, holding 
government accountable,  restor ing 
individual freedoms, and reducing national 
debt.
Australia is at a turning point and having 
honest, transparent and accountable 
government is what is going to lead Australia 
to greater growth and prosperity.

Zahra Mustaf
Independent

I am ZAHRA MUSTAF — Independent 
candidate for Jagajaga.
I am currently a resident in Ivanhoe and 
have been for well over 18 years, forging 
many strong friendships and networks in 
this community.
Volunteering and community building are 
important ideals I personally value. 
And serving on committees around the 
community has become a highlight for 
me to cherish always, various schools and 
organisations include Ivanhoe Primary 
School, Kew High School, Ivanhoe Junior 
Football Club, as well as being a team 
manager for the Ivanhoe Knights Girls 
Basketball team and member of the 
committee of Somali Community Victoria 
and the Kew High Chaplaincy.
My participation in the community has 
allowed me to work closely with the Australian 
Airforce Cadets, my endeavours there to 
create and foster positive engagement 
between the Anzac ceremony at all the local 
RSL and attending Anzac ceremonies at the 
community of Jagajaga. 
Through my architectural training I have 
prepared myself to imagine things before 
they happen, having a vision of what we can 
deliver and determine the benefits to the 
community.
As a businesswoman, I understand and feel 
the challenges many small businesses face 
in the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It is my goal to support business, to further 
enrich my community in its continued 
development. 
As a mother, I have also had the privilege to 
raise two wonderful, empathetic, and self-
motivated children. 
My daughter is currently in her last year of 
high school, while my son is undertaking 
tertiary studies.
I stand for: NDIS, and health services, 
including a Tax break for healthcare workers; 
Federal ICAC; Climate Change; Mental 
health; Business; Local manufacturing.
Please visit my website to find out more. 
zahramustaf.com.au

Brendan Palmarini
Australian Federation Party

Jagajaga is a community that I care for and 
am an active member of. 
I studied in Ivanhoe and have lived in Eltham 
for the past 14 years with my wife and three 
school-aged children.  
I coach at the Research Junior Football Club 
and have witnessed kids develop and their 
confidence bloom. 
I believe all children should have equal 
opportunity to play in any sport they desire 
or be involved in the arts, regardless of their 
socio-economic situation. 
I currently work in our family business, 
manufacturing caravans and motorhomes.  
We strive to maintain a good culture and a 
healthy balance between work and family.  
I will work towards initiating more interaction 
and consultation between government and 
small businesses. 
My intentions are for the people. 
I want to be the voice — to listen and to act 
upon the expectations of my constituents.  
We must move beyond Band-Aid fixes and 
courageously tackle the root core of issues. 
We need to build governance and trust back 
into all of our systems.  
It is the right thing to do. 
I am standing as a candidate for the 
Australian Federation Party because I believe 
in honesty and integrity in politics.  
I truly want to effect change and bring 
confidence back into the community. 
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Meet your candidates

Allison Zelinka
United Australia PartyUnited Australia Party

I’m Allison Zelinka, I’m 35 years old and have 
lived in Jagajaga for 32 years.
I went to school here, I got my first job at a 
local Woolies here, and I have settled in my 
forever home here.
Prior to this, I had a successful 21-year career 
in the retail industry with roles covering store 
operations, local sourcing management and 
buying.
I believe that every Australian has the right to 
the Great Australian Dream; to own their own 
home, to work, to have access to healthcare 
and a good education.
I believe that Australians have the right 
to a happy and prosperous life without 
government interference.
The past two years, for many, have resulted 
in hardship and pain.
House prices have skyrocketed, access to 
healthcare has been hindered, children’s 
education has suffered, and many people are 
now unemployed solely due to government 
mandates.
I will ensure that everyone in Jagajaga has 
a fair go.
To save home ownership, The United 
Australia Party will introduce a cap on home 
loan rates at 3% for the next 5 years, provide 
$40 billion directly into hospitals and $20 
billion directly into the education system.
We will also abolish the HECS/HELP debt, 
so all Australians have the opportunity to 
complete tertiary education.
A 15% export license on iron ore will be 
introduced and super investments brought 
back home.
These policies will ensure that we avoid an 
economic catastrophe in Australia.
Everyone has the right to work, and everyone 
will go back to work.
Mandates will end for good.
I will represent the Jagajaga community with 
respect, integrity and transparency.
We all want our future generations to live in 
times of freedom, fairness and prosperity, not 
in times of oppression and hardship.
Join me in shining the light on our children 
and future generations.

Kate Thwaites
Australian Labor Party

(Victorian Branch)
I love our community and I want to see a 
better future for all of us here in Jagajaga.
We deserve better than the Morrison 
Government’s lies, rorts and failures.
Since being elected in 2019, I’ve worked hard 
to ensure that the voices of our community 
are heard in Canberra.
I’ve called out the Morrison Government 
for their failures to support our community 
through the pandemic, the ongoing crisis 
in aged care, rising costs of living, and their 
absolute lack of action on climate change.
I know people in Jagajaga want urgent action 
to address the climate crisis.
An Albanese Labor government will make 
Australia a renewable energy superpower.
Our Powering Australia plan has been 
independently modelled and will achieve 
a 43% emissions reduction by 2030 and net 
zero by 2050.
It will create 604,000 jobs and cut household 
power bills.
A Labor government will also invest in the 
services we all rely on.
We will make childcare cheaper to support 
families and help more women get back to 
work.
We will fix the crisis in aged care and we will 
strengthen Medicare and make it easier to 
see a doctor.
Our community  values our natural 
environment and our community facilities.
A Labor Government will invest $2 million 
to make Eltham Lower Park an even better 
place for our community to come together, 
and $150,000 to support revegetation along 
the Diamond Creek in Eltham North, as part 
of at least $3 million to restore and enhance 
the Yarra River corridor.
Importantly, Labor will end the rorts that have 
been a feature of this Morrison Government.
We will introduce a powerful, independent 
National Anti-Corruption Commission.
I believe trust in our democracy matters, and 
we should be confident that our national 
government is acting in our interest and not 
their own.

Authorised by K Thwaites 
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John Booker
Pauline Hanson’s  

One Nation

Also runningSahil Tomar
Liberal Party of Australia 

(Victorian Division)

I am proud to stand as the endorsed Liberal 
Party candidate for the seat of Jagajaga at this 
federal election. 
I am local, having lived my whole life in 
the electorate and having served these 
communities, I would be honoured to be 
given the chance to be your strong voice in 
our federal parliament. 
I will deliver for Jagajaga unlike Labor that 
has failed to deliver for our community over 
the last 25 years. 
My career in corporate finance will help 
guide our national economy and in Jagajaga. 
Our economy is strong with a 4% national 
unemployment and 0.1% interest rates. 
Don’t jeopardise this by putting a high taxing 
Labor government in charge of the national 
treasury. 
Service means putting others first so I will 
listen to you and deliver on what is important 
to you.
Working together, from Ivanhoe to Eltham, 
from Viewbank to Watsonia, Bundoora and 
Greensborough, I commit to standing up 
and delivering for Jagajaga on the issues 
which matter — including more local jobs, 
better infrastructure, healthcare and the 
essential services to support those most in 
need including seniors, children and people 
with disability. 
I am passionate about protecting our 
environment and our responsibility to future 
generations. 
At this very challenging time for our nation, 
protecting lives and livelihoods remains the 
Federal Government’s number one priority.
Only the Liberal Government will provide 
the defence we need against future threats 
within our region. 
Liberal Governments have a proud record 
of protecting our borders whereas the 
alternative Labor/Greens parties have 
demonstrated in the past that they will cut 
spending on defence and will not stand up 
to the “bully” nations in this troubled world 
we live in.
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Naomi Oakley
Australian Labor Party

(Victorian Branch)

I grew up locally and went to Blackburn 
Primary School.
Growing up, my family was interested in 
politics, and my dad was involved in the 
local council.
It is here I saw the power of politics and how 
it can positively influence people’s lives.
I finished school in Year 11 thinking about 
further studies in Agriculture.
But after a suggestion from my brother about 
joining the police force, that is exactly what 
I did.
I joined Victoria Police in 1989 and spent the 
next 13 years serving the people of Victoria 
keeping the community safe.
I decided to stand for the Federal seat of 
Menzies because Australia needs more 
women at the table.
I think that politics shouldn’t be about 
politicians.
It is the job of politicians to give voice to 
the community, to the vulnerable, to those 
people who struggle to be heard.
In a post-COVID world, a different approach 
is required.
And challenges like climate change requires 
us to think big and bold to find the solutions 
necessary to save our planet from the ravages 
of extreme weather events.
I’m a grassroots person from the local 
community.
I’ve served my community as a member of 
Victoria Police for many years, and now I 
want to continue my public service, but in a 
different capacity.
One where I can represent the needs of the 
community in Menzies, from our beautiful 
parklands to our great public schools and 
ensuring that our elderly citizens are treated 
with dignity and respect rather than neglect.
The Age Care crisis needs to be resolved.
A different approach in Menzies is needed, 
where community is at the heart.
I hope to bring that passion and commitment 
to the people of Menzies in the Federal 
election and I hope you will place your vote 
with me.

Greg Cheesman
Liberal Democratic Party

Greg Cheesman is the Liberal Democrats 
candidate for the seat of Menzies in the 
upcoming federal election May 21, 2022.
Born and bred in the eastern suburbs of 
Melbourne, Greg is a fierce advocate for the 
democratic principles of self-determination, 
personal responsibility and limited but 
sensible government intervention. 
In recent times, our governments have failed 
to follow the core principles of a liberal 
democracy. 
Having been stripped of the fundamental 
right to work, access education, earn an 
income, exercise medical autonomy, speak 
freely, cross state borders and return home, 
Victorians have ultimately been condemned 
should they wish to seek government 
transparency to hold our elected leaders to 
account. 
Ignored by the federal government and 
Victorian federal MPs in a position of power, 
all Victorians, and indeed all Australians, 
have had their constitutional and legal 
rights as citizens overridden by arrogant 
government officials who have failed to 
uphold the values by which all Australians 
have a right to live and which have been the 
basis upon how we have successfully thrived 
and overcome past challenges as a nation.  
In Victoria, in addition to the economic 
crisis caused by years of state government 
fiscal mismanagement, we have succumbed 
to a serious and debilitating mental health 
crisis which has fuelled increased suicide, 
mental health decline, domestic abuse, 
homelessness and family breakdown. 
Every sector of our society has been betrayed 
by governments who have turned a blind eye 
to the suffering of the people in this state.  
As a family man, previous small business 
owner and passionate Victorian, Greg is 
determined to restore to our government 
true representation of the Australian people. 
Greg’s hope is for his electorate of Menzies 
to contribute to reinstating freedom to all 
Australians — the freedom fought for, won 
and defended by previous generations 
of determined, sacrificing and proud 
Australians. 

Bill Pheasant
The Australian Greens 

— Victoria

I am standing to bring accountability and 
hope back into politics: Accountability for 
promises made and for failures in conduct. 
Accountability to young people to ensure 
their future is not ruined.
Australia needs policies that face up to the 
impacts of climate change, and leaders who 
will act with the urgency needed to ensure 
our children have a liveable future.
Residents and businesses can see the clear 
benefits of adopting renewable energy, 
ending our reliance on imported oil and on 
the continued use of expensive polluting 
fossil fuels — coal and gas. 
We need to take the billions of dollars 
in annual subsidies for those outdated 
industries and  move to clean power that 
creates good jobs for our community.
I’m a long-term resident in Menzies. 
I have a degree in science and a career in 
communications. 
I know that facts matter. 
The Greens have policies based on science 
and fairness that will help to restore the 
fraying social and environmental fabric that 
we all rely on.
In holding the balance of power, the Greens 
will work to restore fairness to the tax 
system, and ensure that big businesses and 
billionaires make a fair contribution. 
We have been reminded through the COVID 
pandemic of the chronic low pay for teachers, 
health care, aged care and other essential 
workers. 
We were also reminded about the importance 
of strong local communities. 
I’ll work hard to ensure our local areas are 
sustainable, healthy and thriving.
Some simple steps will help. 
We need full disclosure of political donations, 
and a robust Federal anti-corruption body. 
Your vote is powerful and can make a world of 
difference by getting the Greens into balance 
of power in Parliament: power to influence 
policies and spending that will make society 
fairer.
As your representative, I’m committed to 
making a difference.

Sanjeev Sabhlok
Australian Federation Party

I took a PhD in economics from the USA and 
came to Australia from India in 2000 where 
I’d been a senior civil servant. 
Unfortunately, in March 2020, Australia 
turned on a dime, from being a role model 
to a totalitarian nation, with society-wide 
lockdowns, border closures and mandatory 
masks in open parks. 
A full-blown Police state was unleashed. 
Western civilisation has two main pillars: the 
government must not interfere in the life of 
citizens without a strong justification, and 
public policy must be based on evidence, 
not on the arbitrary whim or imagination of 
the government. 
Australia had a stringent regime of risk-based 
regulation and a requirement for cost-benefit 
analysis, both being matters on which I 
advised Victoria governments for 15 years 
as a senior economist. 
Both these were thrown out of the window 
in 2020.
I’m a great admirer of Robert Menzies and 
want the Australian Federation Party to 
become Australia’s real liberal party. 
The apparatchiks of the Liberal Party have 
supported Scott Morrison’s deceit : his 
blatantly false comparison of covid with 
Spanish flu to justify his CCP-imitation 
policies, and his claim that he’s saved 30,000 
lives. 
The world’s most cited epidemiologist, John 
Ioannidis, confirmed to me personally that 
covid is 50 to 500 times less lethal than the 
Spanish flu. 
And I’m assisting Prof. Gigi Foster in a cost-
benefit analysis that confirms the enormous 
harm caused to Australia by the major 
parties. 
The worst thing for Australia to do was to 
adopt China’s policies and reject its own 
pandemic plans.
I resigned my job in the Victorian Treasury 
Department in September 2020 to protest 
the totalitarian policies of the Liberal and 
Labor Parties. 
I’m committed to best-practice policies and 
liberty, and will sign a Community Pact with 
the people of Menzies to commit to listening 
to them.
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Meet your candidates

Nathan Scaglione
United Australia PartyUnited Australia Party

I’m Nathan Scaglione, a 39-year-old builder 
from Templestowe.
I have lived in Menzies for the last 35 years.
I went to school here, I got my first job in a 
little video store here (remember them?) and 
now my beautiful wife and I raise our two 
children here.
There is a disconnect between our community 
and elected officials both at a state and 
federal level that needs to be repaired.
When I speak with people in the community, 
they tell me “what’s the point, nothing’s going 
to change”, “they’re all corrupt” and “they’re 
just in it for a cushy pension”.
Unfortunately, the community have lost faith 
in our MPs and the democratic process.
This needs to change.
We need to instil confidence back in the 
community.
We need to make sure those elected are 
honest, hardworking and transparent people 
who will listen and who will be a voice for 
their community — this is what a vote for 
me means.
Along with restoring our freedom of choice, 
I as a member of the United Australia 
Party will ensure the economic future of 
Australia is secured for generations to come 
with a capped 3% interest rate that will 
save Australians from mortgage stress and 
subsequent foreclosures.
Additional to this the United Australia Party 
will introduce a 15% export licence on all 
iron ore, of which the proceeds will be used 
solely to repay our abhorrent $1 Trillion 
national debt given to us by our previous 
Governments.
I will work hard to represent Menzies, I will 
be a voice that is always accessible to the 
community and I promise to always stay true 
to the phrase my Grandfather instilled in 
me growing up “Sii il cambiamento che vuoi 
vedere nel mondo” — Be the change you want 
to see in the world.

Keith Wolahan
Liberal Party of Australia 

(Victorian Division)
Service is important to me. 
It means putting others first.  
It means listening and delivering results.  
That is what guided me as an Army officer, 
leading young Australians overseas.  
I saw them make sacrifices for a safer 
Australia and a fairer world.  
Some didn’t come home.  
They inspire me to do more to leave a better 
country than we found.
As a first-time candidate, I have placed a 
premium on getting out into every part of 
our electorate.  
You have told me you want me to fight for 
better infrastructure, more support for small 
business, cost of living relief, protection of 
our world-class environment, a world-class 
defence force, and investments in the things 
that keep us healthy and happy — including 
schools, sport, hospitals and mental health.  
I am ready to earn your trust and serve as 
your local voice.  
If elected, I commit to working every day for 
you and for our nation.  

Also running
John Hayes

Pauline Hanson’s  
One Nation
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Voting locations in Manningham and Nillumbik
Menzies

Location                  Wheelchair Access
Beverley Hills Primary School      None

Birralee Primary School Assisted

Bulleen Heights School

  (Manningham Road Campus) Assisted

 (Pleasant Road Campus)                  Full 

Donburn Primary School       None

Doncaster East RSL           Full

Doncaster East Secondary College  Full

Doncaster Gardens Primary  Assisted

Doncaster Secondary College         Full

Donvale Primary School       None

Gum Nut Gully Kindergarten Assisted

Milgate Primary School          Full

North W’dyte Family Centre    Assisted

Onemda (Main Campus)      None 

Park Orchards Comm Centre          Full

Serpell Primary School Assisted 

Ss Peter & Paul’s Parish Hall Assisted

St Gregory the Great Primary  Assisted

St Kevin’s Primary School          Full

St Peter’s Anglican Hall             Assisted

St Timothy’s Anglican                Assisted

Templestowe Leisure Centre Assisted

Templestowe Park Primary  Assisted

Templestowe Heights PrimaryAssisted 

Templestowe Valley Primary  Assisted

Tende Beck Scout Hall Assisted

Warrandyte Primary School Assisted

Warranwood Primary School Assisted

Whitefriars College           Full

Wonga Park Primary School Assisted

McEwen
Location               Wheelchair Access
Arthurs Creek Primary School        Full 

Diamond Valley Secondary  Assisted

Hurstbridge Primary School Assisted

Kangaroo Ground Primary            None

Panton Hill Primary School       None

Sacred Heart Parish Hall Assisted

St Andrews Primary School       None

St Helena Secondary College Assisted

Wattle Glen Primary School Assisted

Jagajaga
Location                   Wheelchair access
Bundoora Secondary  Assisted

Diamond Valley SDS Assisted

Eltham East Primary School Assisted

Eltham North Primary             None

Eltham Primary School      None

Greenhills Primary School Assisted

Greensborough Primary      None

Greensborough Secondary       None

Holy Trinity Primary School Assisted

Kangaroo Ground Primary         None

Lower Plenty Primary School       None

Montmorency Primary   Assisted

Montmorency South Primary          Full

Research Primary School Assisted

Sherbourne Primary School Assisted

St Helena Secondary College Assisted

St Peter’s Anglican Church Assisted

Early Voting
Monday, May 9 –Friday, May 13

8am–8pm
Saturday, May 14

9am–4pm
Monday, May 16–Thursday May 19

8am–8pm
Friday, May 20

8am–6pm

Doncaster Rover Soccer Club 
Early and Interstate Polling Place
Assisted Wheelchair Access
117 Andersons Creek Road, 
Doncaster East

20 Main Street, Greensborough 
Assisted Wheelchair Access

St Marks Anglican Hall 
(from May 14)
Full Wheelchair Access
cnr High Street & Dellfield Drive, 
Templestowe Lower 

Local candidate eyes Senate seat

Leonie Green 
Australian DemocratsAustralian Democrats

 Senate candidate 
Menzies resident 

I am a business owner, qualified 
lawyer, wife of a primary school 
educator, and a proud mother of a 
teenage daughter.  

My professional career to date has 
been about helping businesses build 
workplaces that get the best out of 
their people and align their people 
strategy with their business strategy.  

I have worked with small business 
through to large multi-nationals as 
a lawyer, manager, consultant, and 
a director. 

I have also worked in the education 
sector as a lecturer in employment 
law, human resources, business 
strategy and people leadership.  

As the youngest of nine, I learned 
from a very young age to negotiate, to 
appreciate difference, and to work to 
find consensus.  

One of my many frustrations with 
federal politics has been the lack of 
listening that takes place. 

We can’t have meaningful dialogue 
and move our country forward unless 

we listen to one another; lean into the 
harder conversations and forge a path 
forward towards equity for all people 
in Australia, leaving no one behind.  

I have stood up in this election 
because I can’t stand on the sidelines 
any longer, frustrated by the conduct 
of our current politicians. 

I want a parliament that represents 
the full diversity of the Australian 
population, many of whom can’t 
or find it  too hard to step up 
themselves due to their own personal 
circumstances, whether it’s looking 
after others, their own business or 
simply just surviving.  

I am running for the Senate so that 
my teenage daughter, my 89-year-old 
mum and the people of Victoria can 
see that their vote counts and change 
is possible.  

I  wil l  f ight  for  changes that 
bring about balance, fairness, 
accountability and more equitable 
outcomes for all.  

I will keep the bastards honest. 
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what’s happening
Event: Kim Charbonneau exhibition
Where:  Now & Not Yet Café 
 148 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Now until June
Info:  Kim Charbonneau’s beautiful photography on display 
at the NaNY Gallery.  See Page 25 for more details.

Event:  Open Mic Night
Where:  Warrandyte RSL
 113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
When: Every Thursday from 6:30pm
Info:  Get up and sing, play or dance the night away.

Event: Local / Remix: The Cultural Collections of 
 Nillumbik Shire Council
Where: The Barn Gallery, Montsalvat
 7 Hilcrest Avenue, Eltham
When:  Until May 29
Info:  Local / Remix: The Cultural Collections of Nillumbik 
Shire Council is an exciting new exhibition featuring works from 
Council’s art, civic and public art collections.This free exhibition 
considers what art and artefacts can tell us about place and 
perceptions of local identity.

Event: St Stephen’s Anglican Church Reopening
Where: Stiggant Street, Warrandyte
When: Monday-Friday, daylight hours
Info: St Stephen’s Anglican Church is open again to the 
public for private prayer on weekdays, after being closed for 
nearly two years due to COVID restrictions. The quaint ‘country 
church’ style of the building, lends itself to reflection and private 
prayer. Clear glass windows look out on trees and greenery.

Event: Ringwood VIEW Club
Where: Club Ringwood
 Corner Oban Road and Maroondah Highway, 
 Ringwood
When: 2nd Wednesday of the month, 11am
Info: VIEW is a valued part of the Smith Family’s Learning 
for Life program, helping disadvantaged students through 
their education.  Visitors and new members will be made very 
welcome.  Details and Bookings — Glenys 0421 722789.

Event:  Book Chat
Where: Warrandyte Library
 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Friday, May 13, 2pm-3:30pm
Info: Are you an enthusiastic reader of fiction or nonfiction 
books? Are you one who loves to talk about what you’ve read 
to like-minded people? Then we’d love you to join our Book 
Chat. The discussion will be led by a librarian from the branch, 
but you can come prepared to talk about a good book you have 
read lately and would like to recommend to others. Bookings via  
wml.spydus.com

Event: Kokedama
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
 168 Yarra Street
When: Tuesday, May 17, 7pm-9pm $60
Info: Koke’ ‘dama’ is the Japanese style Hanging String 
Garden that is a hot trend in indoor plants. A selected plant is 
encased in soil and moss and entwined in string, to create a living 
sculpture. Stacey Parapouras (Entwine Home Décor) teaches 
the technique in fun, instructional workshops. She will share 
her love of the artform, indoor plants and artistic flare. In this 2 
hour class you will make your own medium sized Kokedama, 
and learn how to care for your plant. Materials supplied. 
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Event: Doncaster VIEW Club
Where: Manningham Club
 1 Thompsons Road, Bulleen
When: Tuesday, May 17, 11am
Info: Guest Speaker Fiona Denmark “Life Lived as Legally 
Blind”. We warmly welcome ladies to join this friendly group who 
support “The Smith Family” in providing education and to make 
a difference to the lives of disadvantaged Australian children. 
Ladies of all ages are most welcome — all must provide proof of 
double vaccination. Contact Shirley: 98792380 for more details.

Event: Riverflow Recycle and Upcycle sale
Where: Warrandyte Uniting Church
 Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte
When: Saturday, May 21, 10am-12pm
Info: RECYCLE — Bring your items to be recycled 
and reused — TVs, CDs, DVDs, bicycles, ink cartridges, 
phones, glasses, stamps, fabric, wool, craft items, buttons, 
batteries, light globes, warm clothes and blankets, sleeping 
bags, new soaps and toiletries, and more. We have had a 
special request for dining chairs, TVs (digital), rice cookers, 
kettles and microwaves all in good condition. UPCYCLE — 
Goods for sale — nab a cheap bargain and save our landfill.  
www.riverflow.com.au or call Ken on 0407 839 718. Riverflow 
Recycling, a peace project of Warrandyte Uniting Church in 
collaboration with WarrandyteCAN.

Event: Beeswax wraps
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
 168 Yarra Street
When: Saturday, 21st May 21, 2-4pm
Info: Make your own beautiful Beeswax Wraps! Beeswax 
wraps are an eco-friendly and natural food wrap alternative that 
can be used time and time again. This workshop is suitable for 
those over 14 years with a parent or guardian. Bring your own 
100% cotton material, details will be supplied upon booking. 1 
week $20
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Event: Responsible Serving of Alcohol
Where: 8 Taroona Ave, Warrandyte
When:  Wednesday, May 25, 6:30pm-9:45pm
Info:  Responsible Serving of Alcohol training gives people 
working in licensed venues the skills and knowledge to provide 
safe and responsible licensed premises. Enrolments open to 
17-25-year-olds
$10 including pizza
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Event: Yarra Valley VIEW Club
Where: Chirnside Park Country Club
 68 Kingswood Drive, Chirnside Park
When: Tuesday, May 31, 12pm
Info: “Make, Bake or Grow” Auction. A fun time to be had 
by all. Visitors are always welcome. Booking essential, please 
contact Val 0429 007 728

Event:  Warrandyte Repair Café 
Where:  Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute Hall
 Corner Yarra Street and Mitchell Avenue, 
When:  Sunday, June  5, 10:30am–12:30pm
Info:  What do you do with a broken toaster? Or with a bike 
when the wheel runs out of true? Or with a sweater full of moth 
holes? Toss it? No way! Bring it to Warrandyte Repair Café on 
the first Sunday of each month.

Event: Steps Back in Time
Where: Warrandyte Community Centre
 Victory Room
 168 Yarra Street
When: Sunday, June 5,  2pm-3:15pm 
Info: ‘Steps Back in Time’ is a showcase of music and dance 
from the Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque eras, performed in 
vibrant court dress, with live music on period instruments. After 
enjoying an hour of music and dance, the audience can view the 
instruments and costumes, and chat with our performers.
Tickets: $25. $20 senior / student
www.trybooking.com/BYMDG  

Warrandyte 
Riverside Market
Saturday, June 4
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

Tunstall Square Market 
Sunday, May 29
9am–2pm
Tunstall Square Centre, 
Donvale.

Hurstbridge Market 
Sunday, June 5
9am–2pm
Hurstbridge Primary School

Park Orchards Market
Saturday May 21
10am–2pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

St Andrews  
Community Market
Saturdays
9am–2pm 
Kangaroo Ground -  
St Andrews Road,  
St Andrews 

Local markets

 

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Learn local
Book your next course 

with us



Solar Victoria authorised retailer CEC ACCREDITED SOLAR COMPANY

Solar and battery design, installation and maintenance
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Finding Coranderrk’s Lanky Manton

GROWING UP, I heard many stories 
about my great-grandfather’s lifelong 
friendships with Aboriginal people.

In particular, there was one person 
whose name was never attached to 
the stories; all I knew were several 
random facts.

He had grown up from childhood 
with my great-grandfather Tom Chivers 
and Tom’s brother Willie.

Tom was born in 1844 and Willie in 
1840, so it seemed that their friend was 
between them in age.

It seemed most likely that he was 
born between 1841 and 1843.

Another snippet was that their friend 
and his older brother had been in the 
group of youths taken to Hanging 
Rock for an initiation ceremony in 
November 1851 and that this involved 
the tribal leader Simon Wonga.

Tom and Willie Chivers had attended 
this ceremony as guests.

The impression was that their friend 
was the youngest in the group and his 
brother the oldest.

This made his birthdate more likely 
to be 1841.

After disappearing for a while, stories 
emerged about their friend going on 
wild rides between Healesville and 
Templestowe on a chestnut horse.

Tom’s youngest  daughter,  my 
grandmother Ruby, remembered her 
father being visited by an Aboriginal 
man when she was about five in 1894.

However, the most detailed account 
was in mid-1923 when my Aunty Isobel 
was aged five.

She and her younger brother Harold 
were staying with their grandparents 
when an old Aboriginal man visited.

He had come to say goodbye because 
Coranderrk Station was being closed 
down, and he and his family were being 
shifted to Lake Tyers.

Aunty Isobel said the two men 
talked under a tree together in 
Aboriginal language for a few hours 
while she listened intently, without 
understanding a word.

During the visit, 82-year-old Uncle 
Willie,  who was suffering from 
dementia, slept in a wheelbarrow.

No matter how many enquiries I 
made with Aboriginal friends, I was 
never able to determine the identity 
of Tom’s lifelong friend.

But, in 2015, I had a breakthrough.
I found a document that gave the 

names and ages of the last six elderly 

residents at Coranderrk when it closed 
in 1924.

The oldest man was Lanky Manton, 
whose age was estimated variously 
around 80.

Surely this had to be him?
So I  began to research Lanky 

Manton’s background.
He was said to have come to 

Coranderrk from Swan Hill about 1870.
He worked there as a drover when 

the Bourke and Wills expedition went 
through in September 1860.

However, the year quoted on his 
birth certificate was 1853, meaning he 
was an impossible seven years of age 
working as a drover.

I then turned up a photo of Lanky 
Manton, saying he had died in 1929, 
which was true.

But the problem was that the photo 
had been taken in 1932.

The answer was that there had been 
two people named Lanky Manton.

Both had taken the surname of their 
employer, but they had been born 12 
years apart.

Armed with this information, I 
scoured the diaries of the Aboriginal 
Protector William Thomas, who had 
recorded his daily activities for 28 years 
from 1839 to 1867.

Thomas frequently mentioned an 

Elder named Lanky Murrum who had 
a son, Ben Lanky, who had been born 
in June 1841.

So, I tracked these references to 
the Lanky family and found many 
coincidences with our family oral 
history.

Murrum and his wife Mary had lived 
in the Templestowe area and had 
another son who was eight years older 
than Ben.

Murrum was also good friends 
with Simon Wonga and was in the 
deputation of Elders who met with 
William Thomas in February 1859, 
seeking to establish an Aboriginal 
Station at Acheron in the Upper 
Goulburn.

After this, all reference to Lanky 
Murrum ceased, so I was forced to 
conclude he had died at Acheron 
around 1860.

This dovetailed nicely into the fact 
that Ben Lanky had shifted to Sawn 
Hill in 1860 at age 18 to take up droving.

He took his employer’s surname and 
became Lanky Manton, with another 
Lanky Manton being aged seven.

Ben Lanky then moved to Coranderrk 
Station in the Yarra Valley about 1870, 
with the other Lanky Manton staying 
on in Swan Hill, their two biographies 
remain confused.

At Coranderrk, Lanky Manton 
married Annie Rees, raised a family 
and re-established contact with Tom 
and Willie Chivers at Templestowe.

After  making his  last  visit  to 
Templestowe in 1923, he and Annie 
finally agreed to be shifted to Lake 
Tyers in East Gippsland in 1927.

The now toothless 86 year old Lanky 
took with him his prize possession, 
a meat-grinder he referred to as his 
false teeth.

Lanky and Annie were taken to 
Melbourne for the train trip to 
Gippsland, and for the first time, Lanky 
saw the electric lights of Melbourne.

He drily commented, “It beats my 
firestick holler, but not in the bush 
because you can’t carry electric wires 
around.”

Lanky died at Lake Tyers in 1929 
at age 88 as the last initiated man in 
Victoria.

Jim Poulter is a local history author.  
His articles are freely available 
on the Reconciliation 
Manningham website, 
reconciliationmanningham.org.au, 
or through social media via their 
Facebook page.

Childcare centre’s reconciliation in action
By SCOTT MACKAY
WARRANDYTE CHILDCARE AND 
PRESCHOOL
TO SIGNIFY the beginning of its 
relationship-building journey with 
the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
Nation, the Traditional Owners of 
whose land and water the Centre and 
its community reside, Warrandyte 
Childcare and Preschool held its 
inaugural Welcome to Country and 
Smoking Ceremony. 

This was an incredibly important 
e v e n t  s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  C e n t r e ’s 
commitment to reconciliation as 
detailed in its recently released 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). 

The Ceremony was led by Wurundjeri 
Elder, Uncle Perry Wandin (pictured, 
top). 

The Centre’s vision for Reconciliation 
is for the realisation of an Australian 

nation that embeds and celebrates 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
culture at the core of its national 
identity. 

Reconciliation for all is a life-long 
journey of un-learning and learning. 

I t  i s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d 
acknowledgement of the hard truths 
of Australia’s past, and a commitment 
to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
self-determination. 

To achieve this,  the Centre’s 
Reconciliation journey ahead involves 
building a culturally safe Centre with 
strong connections with First Nations 
peoples. 

It includes embedding Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander histories and 
ways of knowing into our curriculum, 
nurturing our children to be champions 
of Reconciliation, and growing the 
cultural capability of our staff.

Photos BILL McAULEY

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories
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WTC return for a challenging second season
F O L L O W I N G  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f 
Warrandyte Theatre Company’s One 
Act Plays, the players return to the stage 
at the end of May for its production of 
Blackbird, originally penned in 2005 by 
Scottish playwright David Harrower.

The play was inspired by the 
surrounding US sex offender Toby 
Stu d eb a ke r  w h o  g ro o m e d  a n d 
subsequently abducted a 12-year-old 
British girl in 2003.

So, we can already say — this isn’t 
going to be an easy watch; here’s the 
synopsis:

Fifteen years ago, Una and Ray had 
a relationship that resulted in a jail 
sentence for Ray.
He’s done time and believes he’s left it 
all behind him.
Una has been robbed of her youth.

She has carried the burden of trauma 
ever since and needs answers that only 
Ray can provide.
Now she’s found him.
He’s apprehensive.
She’s resolute.
Harrower’s multi-award-winning 

and visceral play shines a light into 
some dark corners and, taking no 
sides in the ensuing dialogue, leaves 
the audience with many questions to 
answer for themselves.

This  play  is  a  raw and frank 
conversation between victim and 
abuser, trauma and recovery, woman 
and man at its core.

It  opens questions of  blame, 
accountability, and consequence that, 
while addressed, may not be resolved.

Challenging plays are nothing new 

at Warrandyte Theatre Company, so 
we know the cast and crew are up to 
the task.

But note, this is a story of survival, 
resolve, and determination that avoids 
blame, but please note that it contains a 
discussion of child sexual abuse.

It is strictly for 16+ audiences.
The production opens on May 27, and 

there will be a review available online 
shortly after and in print in June’s 
Warrandyte Diary.

WTC has elected to offer table seating 
for this performance.

Blackbird will star Erin Brass and 
Bruce Hardie and be directed by Lisa 
MacGibbon.

T o  b u y  y o u r  s e a t s  v i s i t 
www.trybooking.com/BYBOA

Cast call A View from the Bridge by 
Arthur Miller, Season 3

Warrandyte Theatre Company is 
currently looking for supporting cast 
members for its Season 3 production, 
A View from the Bridge.

The company is looking for several 
men to play supporting roles — aged 
from 20s to 60s.

No previous theatre experience is 
necessary.

The show runs from late July to mid-
August, and supporting cast members 
will need to attend one or more 
rehearsals each week from mid-May.

If you’ve always wanted to tread the 
boards, this opportunity is for you.

If you are interested in joining, contact 
Grant Purdy, Director 0412121631  
grant_purdy@me.com.

In profile at NaNY: Photographer Kim Charbonneau
WARRANDYTE’s gallery space, Now 
and Not Yet Café’s NaNY Gallery, is 
currently running its third exhibition.

In partnership with NaNY Gallery, 
Warrandyte Diary will be publishing 
a series of Artist Profiles on NaNY 
Gallery’s current exhibiting artist or 
photographer.

The first in this series is local 
photographer Kim Charbonneau; 
GREG SWEDOSH interviewed Kim 
for the Diary.

“If I haven’t taken any photos 
within a week, I have this need to get 
out there and take some”, says Kim 
Charbonneau.

“Even when I’m driving, it’s like I’m 
looking at the scenery through the 
lens of a camera.

“Even if I haven’t taken the photo, 
I can still recall some images in my 
mind that I know would have been 
the most amazing shot”.

This is the passion behind Kim’s 
work and what constantly drives her 
to seek out subjects to capture.

Having parents who were both 
photographers, she grew up constantly 
around cameras and developed a 
keen interest in photography from a 
young age.

Kim has travelled extensively, both 
overseas and within Australia, and 
her SLR was a regular companion on 
any voyage.

The eventual birth of her three sons 
meant that her camera gave way to 
the more pressing matter of raising 
a family.

The advent of  the pandemic 
lockdown brought her back to 
photography anew.

She decided to document lockdown 
in a photo diary, taking a photo every 
day of what her family was doing 
and then compiling the pictures 
into a book for her children to have 
as a record of their lives during that 
strange time.

Like many of us, her 5km radius 
confined her to Warrandyte, and she 
spent a lot of time outside, walking 
through the bush, getting back in 
touch with nature, and having some 
time for herself.

Accompanied by her camera, she 
captured photos of the forest and its 
inhabitants.

Kim particularly loves the challenge 
of wildlife photography.

From ibis nurseries around Park 
Orchards in spring to the fox dens 
and blue wrens of Whipstick Gully, 
she sometimes spends hours hunting 
for her subjects, walking quietly 
through the forest searching for the 
perfect shot.

Her family insisted that she needed 
to share the incredible pictures that 
she was capturing.

“I’ve always been passionate about 
nature.

“I think that comes from my parents; 
they were always the parents driving 
along on car trips, pointing out the 
clouds, scenery, animals, and birds.

“For years as a teenager, I would 
spend time in Hoddles Creek on my 
uncle’s farm, and we were always 
outside.

“I’ve always been an outdoors 
person”.

As well as wildlife photography, 
Kim loves working with more abstract 
images.

This, she feels, allows her to express 
herself more artistically.

“I love to take photos of the 
branches in the river with the mist 
and the spider webs showing, finding 
the things that other people aren’t 
looking at or really seeing”.

The exhibition at NaNY Gallery, 

entitled Coast to Country, is Kim’s 
first solo exhibition; but she has also 
recently exhibited in the Warrandyte 
Community Association space next 
to the library as part of a group show.

Her work has also been featured 
in the last two Fresh Perspectives 
exhibitions at Taffy’s Hut.

The feedback on Kim’s work on 
display at NaNY Gallery, and the 

striking natural timber frames she 
has used, has been extremely positive, 
with several pieces having already 
been purchased.

“Warrandyte is such a supportive 
community.

“The opening felt like a room filled 
with love.

“I  me et  p e ople  through the 
exhibitions.

“People, often from the Warrandyte 
c o m m u n i t y ,  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e 
themselves; that’s what I love”.

Kim’s work is on display at NaNY 
Gallery until Saturday, June 4.
To see more of her photos, check 
out @kimpic_photography on 
Instagram. 
NaNY Gallery is at Now and Not Yet 
Café, 148 Yarra St, Warrandyte.
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Achieving atmospheric images in low light

SHOOTING in low light situations can 
create some wonderfully atmospheric 
images, there’s something about low 
light at dusk and sunset and other 
ambient light situations that give your 
images that extra zing.

Stage lighting, for example is always 
very dramatic and time exposure 
photography at night is also very 
exciting as you can create trails of 
moving lights to flow through your 
frame.

I prefer to shoot portraits using soft 
light coming through a window rather 
than blasting away with electronic flash 
which can destroy the atmosphere.

There are a few basic tricks to 
shooting in low light and if you follow 
these recommended tips, your pictures 
will be sharper and better exposed and 
you can eliminate camera shake.

Your first step is to increase your ISO 
setting to 800 or higher. 

Your ISO setting will determine how 
sensitive your camera is to light. 

The modern digital receptors are 
much more efficient these days and 
you can shoot as high as 2000 ISO 
without a lot of ‘noise’ or grain.

Adjust the aperture
The aperture determines how much 

light enters your camera’s image sensor 
so open your camera to the widest 
possible aperture, the smallest F stop 
number such as F4 or even wider at 
F2.8.

Use a slower shutter speed
A longer exposure time will allow 

more light on to your digital receptor. 
When you are using a slow shutter 

speed such as 60th of a second you 
will need to be mindful to keep your 
camera as still as possible as any 
movement could make your image 
blurry.

Reduce camera shake by switching 
on your camera’s image stabilisation 
feature. 

This option may be found on the 
camera body or the camera lens. 

Different brands of cameras have 
different names for this feature. 

Nikon has Vibration Reduction [VR] 
and Canon has Image Stabilisation [IS] 
Fujifilm has [IOS]

Using a tripod is another way to 
steady your camera and this technique 

will allow you to shoot time exposures 
many seconds long. 

The effect of moving lights such as car 
taillights moving through your frame 
can be rather beautiful.

Use a faster lens 
If you want to shoot a lot of low light 

situations you can invest in a faster lens 
that has a wider aperture such as F2.8 
or even F1.4. 

Although these lenses are expensive, 
they will allow you to shoot at a faster 
shutter speed.

Once you set up your camera 
following the above suggestions you 
will be able to capture the atmosphere 
that low lighting often brings and 
create some memorable and exciting 
images. 

Step out of your comfort zone and 
take chances with your photography, 

after all, who dares wins!

1: A time exposure of the Milky 
way in Broome WA.
11 mm lens at F3.5, 33-second 
exposure, 1600 ISO

2: Dame Edna in her element 
on the stage with her trademark 
gladioli.
200 mm lens at F2.8, 250th-sec 
exposure, 800 ISO
3: This is a wonderful shot of the 
Docklands reflection taken before 
dawn by Peter Jones. 
16 mm lens at F4, 6-second 
exposure, 160 ISO
4: A choir boy’s face is lit by 
candle light.
200 mm lens at F 2.8, 60th-second 
exposure, 800 ISO

with BILL McAULEY

talking images
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True colours come out when the top job is on the line

Executive Suite (1954)
William Holden, Walter Pidgeon, 
Fredric March, Dean Jagger, Paul 

Douglas, Louis Calhern,  
June Allyson, Barbara Stanwyk, 
Nina Foch, and Shelley Winters.

WHEN THE PRESIDENT of a large 
furniture manufacturing business dies 
suddenly, the machinations of the five 
Vice-Presidents, as they vie for his 
position, are revealed in glaring detail.

In its day, this movie received almost 
universal plaudits and with a cast like 
that, well, of course.

Even against such powerhouse talent, 
the ageing Fredric March is a stand-out; 
but a young William Holden still holds 
his own.

March plays the ambitious head 
of Finance: a meagre-talented but 
reptilian accountant whose control 
over the purse strings gives him undue 
power over the other departments.

His penny-pinching and narrow 
s i g h t e d n e s s  h a s  d i m i n i s h e d 
the company’s reputation, once a 
benchmark for vision, innovation and 
above all, quality.

Holden, on the other hand, plays 
an idealistic designer/engineer who 
joined the company precisely for that 
reputation and has struggled against the 
parsimony of March’s character.

Walter Pidgeon plays the second in 
command, a President-in-Waiting, who 
has waited just too long and has lost the 
support of his younger, more ambitious 
competition.

Paul Douglas is a very popular 
salesman who has probably risen to the 
limit of his talent: he is a salesman and, 
almost by definition, not presidential 
material.

Dean Jagger plays a somewhat 
embittered head of manufacturing, 
envious of those younger than him, 
proud of his trade background, but who 
has given up and retired from the race.

The only other two members of the 
board with the power to elect the 
new President are the two largest 
stockholders: Barbara Stanwyk, the 
neurotic daughter of the late founder 
of the company, and Louis Calhern, 
so focused on the dollar that, when on 
discovering that he is the only one to 
know about the death of the President, 
his first thought is to sell his stock in 
expectation of a drop in the share price.

The women in this  movie are 
stereotypically 1950s characters.

Barbara Stanwyk, as the only female 
member of the Board, is wealthy and, 
of course, neurotic.

As a woman who came by her stock 
when her father died, she is hopelessly 
in love with the now-dead president 
and is suicidal without a man to tell her 
what to do.

On the other hand, Nina Foch is the 
quietly efficient executive secretary.

She has absorbed her business 
acumen by osmosis from her now-
deceased boss and probably has a 
deeper understanding of the running of 
the business than any of them.

Rather pretentiously, she wears the 
office keys — a symbol of her status — 
on a long chain around her neck, and 
we know without being told that she 
is single, married to her position, and 
deeply in love with her now-dead boss.

She, too, is only a woman after all.
Shelley Winters has a pivotal role as 

the secretary and secret lover of her 
boss, Paul Douglas, the hail-fellow-well-
met head of sales.

Their plan to spend a weekend 
together is both discovered and foiled 
by the creepy Accountant, and thus 
Douglas is blackmailed into voting 
for him.

Realising that she is a dark, secret 
shame and not the true love she hoped 

to be, Winters faces reality and drops 
out of the picture.

A scarlet woman will never have a 
happy ending in any 50s film.

The wives of Walter Pidgeon and 
Dean Jagger are similar in that they are 
embittered by the years of standing by 
their men and want their due — one 
wants the social status of being married 
to the President of a large company; one 
wants the peace of retirement and no 
longer having to play second fiddle to 
the company.

And that leaves June Allyson, playing 
herself: the girl-next-door grown into 
a loving, domestic goddess who wants 
her husband to be recognised, but not 
so much that she will lose him to the 
company.

She wants him to take his talent 
elsewhere, to gain the recognition he 
no longer receives.

The early part of the film, when we 
know that the President has died, but 
none of the contenders do, shows us 
much of their situation and what drives 
them, both at home and at work, before 
they swing into campaign mode.

Once the machinations start, our 
loyalties are already set.

The choice is — as in all these films; 
Spotswood, Desk Set, even Kinky Boots 
— old versus new.

Almost always, the old ways are 
deemed the best, yet somehow dressed 
up to look like the new.

In any case, anyone with a graph or a 
slide rule is the bad guy.

It makes me wonder what is happening 
behind the scenes at AFL headquarters 
right now?

At the t ime of  writ ing,  Gil lon 
Mc L a ch la n  ha s  a n n ou n c e d  h i s 
departure as CEO of the AFL.

The names of suggested replacements 
(with accompanying stipulations and 
provisos) are being bandied about, and 
members are now choosing sides.

I wonder what effect the women of the 
2020s will have on the result…

By JUDY DUNGEY 

classic movies

Images courtesy MGM

Celebrating Neighbourhood House Week

WARRANDY TE Neighbourhood 
House is celebrating  Neighbourhood 
House Week 2022  with an exciting, 
free Community Morning Tea on 
Monday, May 9 at 11am and the whole 
community is invited.  

Neighbourhood House Week, 
happening May 9–15 is a national 
initiative, which celebrates the role of 
over 1,000 neighbourhood houses in 
local communities across Australia. 

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
is one of 400 in Victoria.   

“ We  a re  su p e r  e xc i t e d  t o  b e 
bringing our community together to 
celebrate what makes Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House such a special 
place for so many locals,” Manager 
Lana Bedford said. 

“It’s been a tough time with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but we are proud 
of everything we have done to make it a 

little easier for our community.  
During lockdown the organisation 

launched a food relief program 
in partnership with CareNet and 
made welfare calls to our vulnerable 
participants who live alone, just to 
have a chat and make sure they were 
doing ok. 

It was so important to us that no one 
felt completely isolated during such a 
difficult time.” 

Lana said the morning tea would 
include a number of guest speakers 
including Hanh Tranh, from local 
Warrandyte business PoppySmack. 

Hanh will share her stories and 
culture and will also demonstrate how 
to make delicious rice paper rolls.

Beautiful Zeus, the Diary’s very 
own Canine Correspondent, had also 
agreed to make a special appearance. 

His owner Don will share how Zeus 
became a Service Dog. 

Morning tea will be provided. 
Nicole Battle, President of the national 

peak body Australian Neighbourhood 
Houses and Centres Association, said 
this year’s Neighbourhood House Week 
theme was about re-emerging and 
rebuilding a harmonious and resilient 
community after the lockdowns that 

saw so many Australians isolated.
Ms Battle said:
“I am so proud to lead such a resilient, 
responsive and adaptive sector, 
made up of so many selfless and 
hardworking individuals. 
Neighbourhood and community 
houses and centres have truly 
demonstrated their weight in gold 
over the past two and a half years. 
While so many other services closed 
during the lockdowns, Victorian 
neighbourhood houses stepped up. 
Around 96 per cent of neighbourhood 
houses continued to deliver in varying 
capacities, and 60 per cent ran food 
relief programs, responding to a 
significant rise in demand.  
Other services our houses provided 
included childcare, remote adult 
education, home deliveries, wellbeing 
calls, letterbox drops, online social 
gatherings, technology support and 
device hire. 
Neighbourhood houses also played a 
valuable role during the rollout of the 
vaccine program, creating awareness 
and combating vaccine hesitancy. 
Some even hosted pop-up vaccination 
sites at their premises to make the 
vaccine more accessible to vulnerable 

community members. 
This Neighbourhood House Week we 
acknowledge this incredible effort and 
the staff, volunteers and community 
members who made it all happen.
However, now as we begin to re-
emerge, we are looking to rebuild 
those strong social connections that 
many people lost, building a stronger, 
more resilient community than ever 
before.” 

NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 
WEEK MORNING TEA

Date:  Monday, May 9, 2022
Time: 11am–12.30pm
Venue:  168 Yarra St, Warrandyte
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
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The autumn garden in all its glory
APRIL INCLUDED a wedding in the 
garden. 

It seems like all the little garden jobs, 
even from years ago, resulted in the 
crescendo of colour on a sunny April 
afternoon.

For the week before I was shouting (yes 
crazy I know) at the trees dropping their 
Autumn leafy coats.

Confetti, as such, that I would have 
rather kept for the videographer rather 
than the Stihl blower.

The kangaroos, rosellas and cockatoos 
also arrived a couple of days early, 
showing off to all who wanted to see 
them, in this case, only me.

The Crepe Myrtle outside the lounge 
window and the Crab Apples along the 
drive were resplendent in their reds and 
oranges with berries/apples glinting in 
the morning dew.

The dried flowers of the sedums, olives 
and herbs from the herby garden made 
attractive garnishes on the charcuterie 
board. 

The wrens came to watch as well in 
the salvias that are brightening the 
Autumn beds.

I used the miscanthus heads inside to 
decorate (giving them a good squirt of 
hairspray to keep them from shedding 
their seeds around the lounge room).

The arbour for the bride and groom, to 
have photos beneath, I simply decorated 
with cotoneaster branches with their 
red berries. 

The oranges, reds, ochres and golds 
were everywhere as a backdrop. 

Liquidambar, Japanese maples, 
ginkgo, Gleditsia, dogwoods, oaks, elms, 
and the thorny berberis all clinging to 
the last of their colour. 

This is a great time to wander around 
the local garden centres and check out 
all the new varieties of deciduous trees. 

Finally, I had some huge gates installed 
to divide off another “garden room”.

A room in which hopefully the deer get 
the memo that they are not allowed into. 

All the work that we put into the 

garden will all reveal itself at the 
appropriate moment.

Hopefully, it is a time when family and 
friends can enjoy it but more often than 
not you might only be able to share it 
with some of our beautiful wildlife and 
bird life passing through. 

And you know what? 
That is kind of OK.
May is the month for planting new 

natives, planting strawberry plants for 
Spring, cutting back hydrangeas and 
just sitting back looking at the last of the 
summer flowers and roses adding blobs 
of colour to a dimming garden bed. 

Camellias will now be coming into 
bud always an exciting time here. 

A beautiful indoor plant (I have one 
outside that gets minimal care) is Oxalis 
triangularis purpurea.

Beautiful delicate pink flowers on 
deep purple three-pointed (thus the 
name) clover type leaves. 

Hunt it out. 
It’s worth it. 
Ikebana “arranging flowers” or 

“making flowers alive”, is the Japanese 
art of flower arrangement. 

Autumn is the perfect season to do 
some googling and some plucking of 
unusual and striking branches and 
single blooms and have a go at this 
relaxing pastime.

It is a matter of finding a simple 
ceramic vase and paring down your 
flowers and branches to three elements.

Ikebana is seen as more than just a 
decorative art; it is a spiritual process 
that helps you develop a closeness with 
nature and merge the indoors with the 
outdoors.

Creating an ikebana arrangement is 
ideally done in silence to allow you to 
observe and meditate on the beauty 
of nature and gain inner peace — 
something we all need in this crazy 
world we live in at the moment. 

Wander your gardens this month, 
look out for interesting branches with 
moss attached or with a single leaf left, a 
single bloom and the evergreen branch 
and see what you can make of it.

Enjoy the silence that May can bring. 

Growing bushfood in the Community Garden
By Warrandyte Community Garden

IT WAS A FRUITFUL harvest time for 
the community garden plot holders 
following a damp spring and mild 
summer.

Their stall at the Warrandyte Festival 
was stocked with brightly topped jars 
of jams, jellies, marmalades, relishes 
and chutneys.

It showcased the crops and the 
gardeners’ work while returning a profit 
of over $1,000.

This has already funded a pile of 
mushroom mulch to enrich the plots 
for the winter season crops, and the 
remainder will go towards the next 
round of ground improvements.

Over the past 12 months, several 
Aboriginal bush food plants have 
been added to those already in the 
communal areas of the garden.

At the next working bee (held on 
the first Sunday of the month), those 
present will be sampling the tuber of 
the Murnong Yam Daisy (Microseris 
lanceolata), which will be roasted over 
the fire pit.

This should give them a somewhat 
nutty flavour.

These tubers were a major food staple 
of First Nation people.

The gardens have always had a 
plentiful supply of Warrigal Greens 
(Tetragonia tetragonioides), another 
bushfood and Australia’s answer to 
English spinach.

A bushfood crop now coming to 
fruit ion is  f inger l imes (Citrus 
australasica).

This highly sought-after Aboriginal 
bush food is packed with flavour and 
nutrition.

The gardens are fortunate to have a 
mature bush that is now presenting a 
meaningful crop of fruit.

Finger lime muffins (pictured) were 
already sampled at a previous working 
bee, and finger lime marmalade was 

declared victorious.
As the various bushfood plants grow 

and develop, it will be interesting to 
sample them and develop ways to use 
them in today’s cuisine.

This sharing of food, ideas, and 
knowledge is just one of the many 
benefits of plot ownership.

Another is the enclosed and fenced 
garden keeping out rabbits, kangaroos 
and deer.

Not all fruit-loving wildlife can be 
excluded, however.

King parrots took a liking to the 
tomato crop this year.

Netting now has to be used more 
often.

Current plot holders are busy putting 
in their winter crops now that there has 
been rain.

If you are interested in joining 
community garden activities, ring 
Barbara on 0435 011 333 and reserve 
the next available plot.

It’s fun and healthy, and the produce 
tastes great.

BY KATHY GARDINER

gardening
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Shoes off to barefoot intelligence
A reflection inspired by the 
Forest Therapy practice of sit 
spotting.
WE ATHER dependant,  there is 
something I love to do when visiting 
my sit spots. 

I love to take my shoes off, stretch my 
toes and feel the air on my skin. 

Barefoot walking is one of the many 
activities that can be offered on a Forest 
Therapy walk, and recently I’ve been 
researching the shoe versus barefoot 
thing to look for relevant information 
to introduce barefoot walking to my 
walk groups.

A publication titled Barefoot Walking 
cites growing taller, abs of steel, no foot 
pain, and... “baby feet again”? 

OK, each to their own. 
Healthline.com talks about the 

development of toddlers learning 
to walk and how necessary barefoot 
walking is during this time as it allows 
appropriate development of foot 
muscles and bones to improve motion, 
balance and awareness of body space. 

This is to do with better positioning 
when our feet touch the ground and 
therefore better foot mechanics. 

Barefoot walking helps us maintain a 
good range of motion in our feet and 
ankle joints while building strength 
and stability.

It’s logical if you think about it; we 
haven’t evolved to wear shoes.

However we haven’t evolved to walk 
on concrete either, so ultimately, a 
good mix perhaps?

To shoe or not to shoe — that is the 
question.

But then there is the dilemma of 

“what kind of shoe...” 
So moving along, our feet allow us 

to remain balanced while in motion 
or standing, and are divided into 3 
sections: the forefoot containing 5 
toes and 5 longer bones, the midfoot 
that forms the arch of the foot, and the 
hindfoot of heel and ankle containing 
the bones that connect to our legs.  

Barefoot walking is therefore a 
delicious treat for this appendage that 
spends its entire day working to move 
our weight around.

I’ve been experimenting with 
reintroducing my feet to the earth 
inspired by author and prolific walker, 
Robert Macfarlane, who often walks 
barefoot. 

In his book, The Old Ways, he 
poetically describes limestone like 
glassy marble and paths as soft as 
rouge powder, noting changes in 
temperature of leaf matter and picking 
up stories of the forest life through sap 
stuck to his soles. 

Calling them “footnotes” from 
the skin of the walker meeting the 
skin of the land, he recalls many 
of his ventures “chiefly as textures, 
sensations, resistances, planes and 
slopes: the tactile details of landscape 
that often pass unnoticed”

He goes on to cite research by 
Scottish naturalist, Frank Fraser 
Darling that demonstrated there 
is insightful knowing only feet can 
enable; memories of place that only 
feet can recall.

Such things remind me of thoughts 
expressed recently by journalist, Kerry 
O’Brien when he talked about the 
eradication of intelligence.

O’Brien was speaking about social 
decline, however if we apply this to 
our feet, I wonder if shoes effectively 
render parts of our memory dormant.

Could walking barefoot assist us 
in remaining alert and connected 
to our life and environment rather 
than shuffling into our latter years all 
padded, protected and unaware?

Either way, I’m experimenting. 
Apparently it takes approximately 

two weeks for our feet to begin to adjust 
to the barefoot experience, so each day 
I am exploring the garden terrain with 
new “eyes”. 

It isn’t so comfortable, but it does 
make me not only look more closely at 
the path I am on but see it more clearly. 

My brain is being exercised by giving 
the 7000-plus nerve endings in my feet 
a long-lost experience. 

My feet are learning to recognise 
o b j e c t s  t h ro u g h  t o u c h ,  u s i n g 
a combination of somatosensory 
p e rc e p t i o n  ( t ou c h  d e t e c t i o n ) , 
proprioception (space detection), 
nociception (pain detection) and 
thermoception (temperature). 

Collectively this is called haptic 
perception: the exploration of surfaces 
and objects by a moving subject. 

Left  brain information aside, 
the lived experience is an array of 
sensations: silky, squishy, prickly, 
sharp, rough, soft, soggy, damp, 
dry, and spongey accompanied by 
squelching, sploshing, cracking, 
rustling and the yielding whisper of 
soft sand underfoot. 

It is a whole, new sensory practice 
that makes returning to the wood, 
tiled or carpeted surfaces in the home 
relatively ordinary and wearing shoes 
a bit of a letdown. 

Obviously I won’t be bare-footing to 
the supermarket, but I’d like to highly 
recommend barefoot in the garden as 
a re-wilding past-time. 

Kerry O’Brien had much to say about 
the eradication of intelligence.

I lean towards suspecting it is 
as much to do with the nannying 

practices of making sure all the dots 
and crosses are in place so everything 
and everyone is fully protected from 
the tiniest scratch.

Everything and everyone is insured 
just in case we might be sued, for 
example, by someone who isn’t looking 
where they are going, falls over on our 
property and needs to cover expenses.

Dare I propose that barefoot walking 
is an insurance unto itself? 

I hope you might give it a try and 
indulge your toes in the slightly-nippy-
but-gratifying sensations of winter’s 
chill. 

It’s a much milder version of cold-
water swimming but equally worth 
the effort.  

Jennah is a certified Forest Therapy 
guide operating in the Dandenong 
Ranges. 
You can find her at temple4.life

Ramp up the love vibration for mental health

WHAT THOUGHTS make you feel 
great — like you can run a marathon, 
leap tall buildings in a single bound, 
or get through the day as if every task 
is a breeze?

Our day usually stays in the flow of 
our vibration from the moment we 
wake up, and often it’s linked to how 
we slept the night before.

When we are in the desired flow, 
keep doing that; if not, be the creator 
you were born to be and learn the skills 
to change it.

The universe does not decide which 
frequency you are in and how you feel; 
it does not judge you; that’s our “free 
will” — we have the choice to change 
how we feel.

So, when you are in a flow that is not 
uplifting, you can change it through 
various techniques.

It may not be easy depending on the 
momentum of the energy flow — but 
your wellbeing depends on the flow 
of energy and feelings that is emitted.

Building the momentum of energy 
you want may require some direct 
action.

The best time to start generating this 
energy-momentum is:
• Just before you fall asleep
• Upon waking up
• Making your morning cuppa

The list can go on; you can restart 
it any time of the day and continue 
strengthening it throughout the day.

Create a habit of anchors to this step, 
which means your body gets a feel-
good boost and desired response often 
throughout your day.

But, what are anchors (also known as 
trigger points)?

Anchors are automatic reactions to 
a behaviour, situation or event; they 
can be neutral, uplifting, or draining, 
where you have an automatic response 
before you even have a thought to 
contemplate.

We may not even know our trigger 
points until something happens.

Common examples:
• You may reach for coffee, a 

cigarette, a shower, or something 
else as soon as you get out of bed

• Get into the driver’s seat of a 
car and prepare to drive — you 
automatically do all the steps 
unconsciously

• Music —can uplift you or lower 
your vibration

• Traffic lights — you automatically 

react; some will try and jump the 
lights

• Baby smiling — you may smile too.
• For Sale sign — you can’t help but 

look at what’s on sale
• Smells, such as food — you weren’t 

hungry until you smelt it, or coffee 
brewing; you realise you want one 
now too

• You see or hear a person you 
severely dislike — your body reacts

You can collate a l ist  of  your 
automatic anchors, and if they serve 
you, keep them; if not, change them 
by neutralising them or creating a 
different response.

They serve a purpose, but only you 
know if it benefits or hinders your 
wellbeing.

It’s sometimes hard to do what you 
want when you want, but you can 
choose how you feel about the event 
or situation.

Decide how you want to feel and find 
things that increase those feelings.

Thoughts, feelings and reactions can 
be changed by conscious awareness, 
then shifting the new desired response 
into the subconscious program of our 
minds.

Start by implementing a simple daily 
process to change your automatic 
patterns.

Set up a 1, 2, 3 daily program for 
positive change

This process allows you to add, 
subtract and create change that’s easy 
to remember, simple to do and starts 
a new trajectory of more uplifting 
moments in your life.

Start with straightforward steps; 
most people want to achieve the 
most significant things first, but this 
potentially sets you up for failure as it 
can become too overwhelming, and 
you give up.

Examples:
• It could be that you choose to put a 

smile on your face before anything 
else when you wake up

• It could be putting something 
away that’s been on the bench or 
floor for days or longer or ringing 
a person you have been thinking 
about calling

• This process is the most powerful, 
choosing how you feel through 
thoughts and emotions
Note: Don’t try to like a person you 

despise; set up winning strategies first, 
then they won’t matter as much.

Hold a thought of one happy memory 
until you can feel your emotions shift 
into that pleasant memory and milk 
it for all you can, then do two more; if 
you can’t find a happy memory, create 

a future outcome you desire.

• Add one daily task you want to do, 
something you have been putting 
off and can do easily

• Finish two things outstanding that 
you need to get around to and 
haven’t; keep them achievable and 
easy to do

• Hold a thought or thoughts in your 
mind that makes you feel good; 
keep the joyous feeling for at least 
three minutes

Your thoughts can shift how you feel, 
become the creator of how you want 
to feel, and become less reactionary.

Find ways that bring love and joy 
into your life, your cells in your body 
will start to thrive, and with time and 
practice, your frequency will rise, and 
you can get through life with greater 
ease.

Maree Zimny is a qualified 
Clinical Hypnotherapist, Quantum
Frequency Coach, NLP and 
HeartMath® Certified Trainer
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress, 
Emotional Wellness
Communication and Anger 
Management
0403 325 858
Facebook.com/
thereliefcliniconline

into the green
By JENNAH ROSE

By MAREE ZIMNY

wellness
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Champagne on ice
By BAS LE RICHE 
TRAVELLING to a holiday destination 
with temperatures below zero would 
not, to many, sound very inviting.

It didn’t to me either, until a couple of 
months ago when my wife suggested, 
enough of this COVID thing — we have 
endured 2 years of lockdowns.

Surely, we thought, a place like 
Antarctica would be relatively COVID 
free.

And that was it. 
Plans were made.
Antarctica is certainly not the easiest 

place to access from Australia.    
So, flying via the United States, off we 

went to Buenos Aires in Argentina with 
a couple of nights’ stopover.

Then we headed further south to the 
most southern city on Earth, Ushuaia, 
where we boarded the Scenic Eclipse.

We had no idea of the extraordinary 
journey we were about to undertake. 

The notorious Drake’s Passage lies 
between Ushuaia and Antarctica; it is 

the location of some of the roughest 
seas on the planet.

Good fortune smiled upon us with 
calm waters for our two-day voyage 
to the ice. 

The weather was good, in fact so 
good that the ship’s Captain pressed on 
further south than he had sailed before, 
with temperatures hovering just below 
freezing it was remarkably more like 
a winter’s  morning in Warrandyte, 
rather than our position of some 68 
degrees south.  

But for the ever-growing sea ice, one 
would not have believed  we could 
possibly be on the Antarctic Peninsula.

The next day we awoke as dawn was 
breaking to the sight of snow-capped 
mountains and icebergs.

Slowly the sun rose between 
mountain peaks, turning the sky 
through shades of pink and orange.

The ship offers helicopter flights, with 
the spectacular weather and cloudless 
skies, the views from above are almost 

as one would expect to find on another 
planet. 

For those seeking a truly “Captain 
Nemo” experience, the Scenic Eclipse 
even has its own submarine! 

Off-ship adventures to shore are 
made by climbing into Zodiacs, with 
opportunities to get up close and 
personal with penguins — such cute 
little critters — and seals — well don’t 
get too close, they are a lot bigger.   

We sighted the occasional Orca and 
even Humpback whales breaching, to 
the delight of onlookers.

An incredible sight greeted us the 
following morning, we were literally 
pushing our way through pack-ice 
in the “Gullet” with very little sea to 
been seen at all,  a huge mass of white, 
as far as the eye could see, stopping 
only when it met the snow-covered 
mountains.

So solid was the ice that the Captain 
announced that we would be lowering 
a gangway, which would allow us to 

leave the ship and walk onto the ice.
The Scenic Eclipse is equipped with 

state of the art navigation, which allows 
her to remain virtually stationary 
without the use of an anchor.

So a pop-up bar was duly positioned 
at the bottom of the gangway where 
drinks and champagne were served 
on ice! 

Ca n o e i ng  d ow n  t h e  Ya r ra  i n 
Warrandyte is one thing, but kayaking 
in Antarctica is quite another. 

Pretty much the same principles 
apply — however capsizing is not an 
option in these waters.  

Once again, we were able to witness 
the wonderful wildlife on this coldest 
of all Continents, more penguins and 
inquisitive seals, one even popping its 
head up for a photo opportunity.

Coincidently the wreckage of Sir 
Ernest Shackleton’s ship the Endurance 
was discovered while we were cruising 
not so very far away.

It had been some 107 years since 

Shackleton’s ship had been crushed 
by the relentless ice.  

Understandably the news of this find 
was very exciting for the passionate 
Scenic Discovery Team on board.

These expert guides were always 
available — in fact eager — to provide 
us with information regarding our 
incredible Antarctic surroundings.

With a ratio of almost one-to-one, 
the hospitality staff and crew members 
were quite remarkable.

Every suite on board had its own 
dedicated butler, and the ship has 10 
dining options — pampering has 
reached a new level.

Sadly,  all good things come to an 
end and our trip to Antarctica was no 
exception.  

We sailed North toward Tierra del 
Fuego saying goodbye to an amazing 
wonder of plant Earth and the creatures 
that have made it their home.
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I’ve been to 
Thailand

(post-COVID)

I AM THRILLED to be writing this as we come out the other side of 
what can be described as a turbulent two years in the travel space.

The fallout from COVID-19 was felt as a complete halt to any 
form of travel, albeit International or Interstate.

International entry caps and the requirement to have a travel 
permit made international travel impossible for the majority.

The uncertainty of state border restrictions and lockdowns saw 
most of us cut a hole in the doona and sit on the couch.

Fast forward to 2022, and we see people’s enthusiasm for travel 
returning.

Some are happy to test the waters by venturing interstate.
Others, myself included, have navigated their way through an 

international holiday and survived.
Travel is slowly returning to a sense of normality; however, it is 

still a case of “traveller beware”.
Know where to go to keep abreast of entry requirements.
It is great to see Australia has relaxed COVID-19 testing 

requirements, but this is not the case for many other countries.
Some countries require you to produce a negative PCR or 

Antigen test taken 24 or 72 hours before departure.
Thailand, for example, requires you to apply for a Thailand Pass.
This involves prepaid accommodation and PCR testing on 

arrival.
Every country is different, so do your homework and stay 

informed.
Taking a holiday in a COVID-19 world is becoming easier and 

easier every day.
Insurance companies are now offering some COVID-19 cover 

in their travel insurance policies.
Make sure you read the relevant Product Disclosure Statement 

to understand what is covered.
When securing your travel arrangements, do so with the 

knowledge you are booking in COVID times.
Book accommodation which will offer you a refund right up to 

the last moment.
Purchase airfares that will allow you to change should you 

need to.
You might pay a bit more for this flexibility, but it is worth it for 

peace of mind.
As your departure date draws closer — consider laying low 

during the week before.
Protecting your health at this time ensures you will be able to 

travel on your intended date.
You’ve come this far, and I promise you — that the long-awaited 

holiday will be worth it!

Carolyn Allen is the Owner of Warrandyte Travel and 
Cruise. Call her on 03 9844 2477 or email: 
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au.



Billanook College 
Senior School Scholarships

• Wellbeing and Pastoral Care

• Subject breadth and choice in VCE

• Each timetable tailored to every student

Applications are invited from students who are entering Years 10, 11 or 12 in 2023. 
 
Contact us to find out more about our College, and to tour our new Senior Learning Precinct.

www.billanook.vic.edu.au
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Warrandyte High makes a splash
By KATIE COOK
SPORTS LEADER
IT WAS THE perfect sunny day for the 
annual Warrandyte High School House 
Swimming Carnival. 

Students and teachers, dressed in 
house colours and amazing costumes, 
descended on Boroondara Sports 
Complex ready for a day of competition 
and team spirit.

The warm weather provided perfect 
conditions for students competing 
in swimming events, participating in 
the annual bomb contest, or relaxing 
around the pool. 

It was great to see students “having a 
go”, whether it be in strong competition 
in the pool or by cheering loudly and 
congratulating teammates — all in 
the pursuit of gaining points for their 
house. 

A highlight for most of the students 
was the annual bombing contest. 

Contestants leaping from the three-

metre diving board provided spectators 
with a wonderful display of different 
bombing techniques.  

The splash and, at times, the agony 
of the impact could be heard from the 
other end of the pool. 

In the end Stiggant House reigned as 
the 2022 Champions, way out in front of 
Newman, Michel and finally Anderson.

 House Sw imming Champion 
Trophies  were awarded to  the 
competitor from each house who 
gained the greatest number of points 
for their house during the course of 
the day.

The House Swimming Champions 
were:

• Stiggant:  Jack Brennan (Year 8)
• Newman: Toby Potter (Year 8)
• Michel: Wylie Hunter (Year 7)
• Anderson: Samuel Ferguson (Year 11)

A special mention goes to Jack 
Brennan who broke three school 

records, one of which had stood since 
2002, and to Coco Whelan who broke 
the Under 17 breaststroke record. 

Coco also went on to compete in the 
Divisional Swimming Competition 
where she placed first in all her events 
and was awarded the female 17-year-
old age group champion. 

Now it is off to the regional finals 
for Coco. 

The swimming carnival is not only 
about recognising swimming success.

It is also about building house 
spirit, leadership and cross-year-level 
friendships for all students, as well 
as giving students and teachers an 
opportunity to build relationships 
outside the classroom setting. 

These positive relationships and 
experiences are carried back into the 
classroom and days like this contribute 
to the community spirit of Warrandyte 
High School.

Bombing acrobatics Coco Whelan, age group champion Race off for the finish

Proud Stiggant House Captains
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Festival of Kindness at Warrandyte Primary School
By CLAIRE LAMBERT 
AT WARRANDYTE Primary School 
we take our core values of Respect, 
Responsibil i ty,  Resi l ience and 
Kindness very seriously.  
Wanting to celebrate ‘Bullying No 
Way Day,’ and ‘Harmony Day,’ which 
both fall in March, teachers Eliza 
Campanaro and Nikki Tenberge 
decided to roll them together into a 
Festival of Kindness!

This festival involved many activities 
which ran alongside the teaching and 
learning programs throughout the 
school. 

Students were involved in games, 
discussion,  stor ytimes and art 
activities, all with the intention of 
celebrating our uniqueness, and 
learning to champion differences.

After thoughtful discussions around 
the book I am Enough, by Grace Byers, 
students started thinking about what 
kindness means to them, and about 
how we are all different, but are all 
enough. 

In the foyer a collage has been created 
with the message: ‘We celebrate our 
uniqueness and appreciate differences 
in others!’

During recess and lunchtimes 
throughout the week, students were 
encouraged to share their thoughts 
and ideas on an “interactive kindness 
wall.”

The week culminated in an assembly, 
where each class presented a “Class 
Cheer,” representing their  values.  

Children contributed ideas and 
thoughts, and put them together in 
songs and chants.  

The assembly also included special 
presentations on activities; sharing 
and celebrating the work that had 
been done. 

There was lots of positive feedback 
from the students: Amelie liked 
making a chant about being kind, and 
Annie enjoyed learning about how we 
can help other people.  

Jed enjoyed the competition for the 
best chant.  

“I thought ours was the best because 
we had the Tigers theme song in the 
background!” he said.

Archer liked the bookmark activity.
“I enjoyed making it and trying to 

make it look like me.” 
While Poppy loved working out 

actions to go with her class’ chant. 
Nash and Jarrah enjoyed the fact 

that everyone was involved, working 
together, and James loved hearing the 
story, I am Enough. 

Luca liked seeing so many students 
cooperating together. 

The message of Harmony Week is 
that everyone belongs.  

It is about inclusiveness, respect 
and belonging for all Australians, 
regardless of cultural or linguistic 
background, united by a set of core 
Australian values.  

We love celebrating our uniqueness 
at WPS — we all belong here! 

Super sport program at WPS
By CLAIRE LAMBERT
IF YOU WENT down to the river on 
the last Thursday of Term 1, you may 
have seen flashes of colour as the 
Warrandyte Primary School students 
ran past on their annual cross-country 
run!

Students in Years 3 to 6 have arguably 
one of the most beautiful cross-country 
courses in the country, as they run 
along the river track of the Yarra in 
Warrandyte. 

The 8,9 and 10-year-olds run 2 kms, 
and the 11 and 12-year-old students 
complete 3kms.  

The students encouraged each other 
and celebrated with high fives as they 
crossed the finish line. 

It is a day of great excitement that 

all the students have trained hard 
for during their Physical Education 
lessons. 

At the same time, the younger 
students participated in a fun-run 
back at school on the oval, with parents 
helping to record the laps completed 
and cheer the children on to do their 
best. 

Physical Education Teacher Sally 
Freemantle said: “I have been so 
impressed with the students’ effort 
and perseverance in the lead up to 
our House Cross Country/Fun Run 
this year.

“Years 1-6 participated in a lap-a-
thon and recorded their laps in the 
Physical Education lesson warm ups 
in Term 1. 

“This acts as the motivation for their 

training and if they want to they can 
also run before school, at recess and 
lunch time. 

“This year our 133 students ran an 
incredible 2,063kms — the equivalent 
of  running from Melbourne to 
Townsville! 

“I’m expecting great results from our 
students at the District Cross Country 
competition in May.” 

Also during term 1 this year, Sally 
has taken the opportunity to introduce 
the students to new sports, by way 
of clinics run by clubs who visit the 
school.  

Children have enjoyed basketball 
clinics, run by our local Redbacks, and 
have been introduced to the game of 
hockey by members of the Doncaster 
Hockey Club.
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Promoting sustainability at Andersons Creek
By AMANDA CALLAWAY
THIS YEAR, Andersons Creek Primary 
School (ACPS) participated in the 
TreadLightly Recycled Shoe Drive to 
celebrate Earth Day.

TreadLightly is a national recycling 
initiative that takes unwanted sports 
footwear and recycles it to make new 
gym mats, floors and playgrounds.

Did you know it takes 1,000 years 
for sports shoe components to 
decompose?

The ACPS student sustainability 
team — The Green Thumbs  — 
enthusiastically led by Grade 2 teacher, 
Ms Sarah Bailey, promoted the shoe 
drive.

“The ACPS community collected over 
a whopping 1,100 shoes, weighing just 
over 200kg.

“A special mention is given to 3/4Z 
and our Prep class, who collected at 
least 180 shoes each.

“What an excellent way to reduce 
landfill and see ingenious ways 
materials can be recycled.

“Thanks to everyone involved,” she 
said.

Acting Assistant Principal, Ms 
Meredith Thornton, was proud to 
announce that the school had won 

the Victorian award for the most shoes 
donated.

The school also held a dress-up 
day to celebrate Earth Day, with 
students dressing up as animals, 
insects, spiders, landmarks, blossom 
trees, et cetera.

Ms Bailey thanks the students and 
teachers for their efforts.

“The school was filled with many 
wonderful dress-ups representing 
what we love about the Earth.

“Thanks to all the students and 
teachers for their efforts to educate 
themselves and others, conserve 
energy as part of School Earth Hour, 
and discuss ways we can help the 
planet.”

Ms Thornton added:
“Together, we can do great things.
“Well done, Ms Bailey and all The 

Green Thumbs, on this great initiative.”

New chickens arrive
The school is proud to welcome its 

new flock of beautiful, healthy, Rhode 
Island Red chickens.

Ms Bailey said the students were 
already enjoying visiting and feeding 
the chickens.

“We have arranged a roster and are 
very grateful to the families who have 

generously donated their time to help 
care for them each week.”

The children’s garden
Just beside the chicken coop, work 

has commenced rejuvenating the 
children’s garden.

Thanks to the dedicated families 
in the school community, work has 
been done to clean up this space and 
prepare it for the students to begin 
their work.

The students were excited to share 
their stories about the children’s 
garden.

Grade 1 student Cleo said: “We 
helped scoop up some tan bark with a 
shovel and put it around the chicken 
coop.”

Atanaz, from Grade 2, said: “We 
have watering cans, and we fill the 
white tubes in the garden to keep the 
soil wet.”

Grade 3 student Emily reflected on 
her time in the garden last year and 
said: “We got to go to the children’s 
garden and pick from some of the 
plants like mint, tomatoes, carrots and 
potatoes.

“We put some mint in our water 
bottles to make it taste minty.”

The Grade 1 and 2 students have 

prepared a roster to work in the garden 
this term.

G r a d e  1  t e a c h e r  a n d  t e a m 
coordinator, Ms Jessica O’Sullivan, 
said: “Our literacy focus this term 
is based around facts/opinions, 
information texts and procedure texts.

“The student’s work in the garden will 
be connected to their learning through 
information reports, facts and labelled 
diagrams about plants.

“Procedural writing will outline 
the steps involved with planting and 
growing vegetables in the garden.”

“The students have already enjoyed 
picking some cherry tomatoes this year 
and are looking forward to planting 
strawberries and a herb garden,” she 
said.

Children exploring and forming links 
with nature is important to provide the 
opportunity to create connections with 
their environment, to learn their place 
within the world and their ability to 
influence things.

ACPS hopes that by allowing the 
children to see the entire cycle 
of growing food, it gives them an 
appreciation for sustainability and 
nurturing their environment.
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Time to prepare for tax time in 2022 —Part 2

L A S T  M O N T H  t h i s  c o l u m n 
explained the importance of getting 
your deductible expenditure records 
in order, to ensure you maximise 
your work-related deductions.

It focused on the two options 
available for claiming work-related 
motor vehicle expenses.

This month’s column will explain 
the three alternative methods for 
claiming home office expenses at 
label D5 in your tax return.

During the 21/22 financial year, 
many of you would have been 
required to or would have elected 
to work from home and most likely 
incurred significant additional 
expenses.

You may have received financial 
support either by reimbursement 
of specified costs such as Zoom 
s oft ware  or  computer/of f ice 
equipment or by way of a specified 
allowance.

Employer reimbursements for 
out of pocket home office expenses 
are neither treated as assessable 
income or the expenses claimable 
as allowable deductions.

The provision of an employee 
working from home allowance will 
appear on your income statement 
provided by your employer or 
available from your ATO myTax 
account.

This allowance is taxable income 
and must be disclosed in your tax 
return in the salary or wages section 
in the box labelled Allowances.

Alternative options for claiming 
working from home expenses

To offset the tax on your allowance, 
you will need to claim deductions 
at D5 for the actual costs you have 
incurred; three methods for doing 
this have been outlined below.

a: The temporary COVID hourly 
rate of 80 cents per hour method.
This simple method requires 

minimal record-keeping and applies 
from March 1, 2020, to June 30, 2022, 
and I expect it will be extended to 
June 30, 2023.

If you elect to use this method, 
enter “COVID hourly rate” in the 
Description box — the letter H in the 
expense type box — and enter 100 in 
the business per cent box.

You should also indicate how you 
derived the number of hours worked 
in the space provided.

The 80 cents rate per hour covers all 
costs associated with working from 
home, including heating and cooling, 
electricity, cleaning, mobile phone, 
internet, computer consumables, 
and office furniture and equipment 

depreciation.
You cannot claim separately any 

other costs of working from home.
Apart from simplicity, the other 

advantages of this method are:
• You don’t need to have a separate 

or dedicated area of the home 
set aside for working as a private 
study.

• If the household has more than 
one resident working from home, 
they can also claim under this 
method.

• The only records required to be 
kept are time records such as 
diary records, timesheets, rosters, 
or any employer documents 
setting out required working 
hours and dates you commenced 
and ceased working from home.

b: The 52 cents per hour rate plus 
expenditures not included in the 

hourly rate method.
This alternative method prevailed 

prior to March 1, 2020, and is still 
available and may be preferred when 
significant costs are incurred that are 
not fully recovered by the 80 cents 
hourly rate method.

Home office expenses covered in 
the 52 cents hourly rate are running 
costs, including electricity and gas 
and depreciation of office furniture.

Other costs that may be claimed 
separately include office stationery 
and supplies, telephone and internet, 
and depreciation of office equipment 
such as computers, printers, scanners 
et cetera.

However, a disadvantage of this 
method is that you will need to 
apportion the costs not covered in the 
52 cents rate between work-related 
usage and private usage.

For guidance on acceptable 

methods for apportioning phone, 
computer and internet expenses, go 
to the ATO website and search for 
document QC 46119.

This method is often favoured 
because it avoids the need to record 
and apportion gas and electricity and 
may regain popularity again once the 
80 cents COVID hourly rate ceases to 
be available.

c: The actual expenses method.
The equation:
(Expense x percentage of floor 

area) x percentage of weeks the 
area used for work

This method may be used as an 
alternative to claiming 52 cents per 
hour for running expenses such 
as lighting, heating, cooling, and 
cleaning.

You will need to work out the floor 
area of the part of your home that is 
used exclusively for work purposes 
and calculate that as a percentage of 
the total floor area.

Next, work out the percentage of the 
year you have used your dedicated 
work area or study for work-related 
purposes — after allowing for days 
in the year the work area was not 
utilised due to weekends, holidays, or 
illness — and then apply the reduced 
percentage to the amount of each of 
the above running costs.

Example: Annual electricity cost is 
$5,600, the study area as a proportion 
of total floor area is 12 per cent.

Total weeks the study was used (in 
the financial year) for work purposes 
after allowing for four weeks of 
holidays and one week for illness is 47 
out of 52 weeks which is 90 per cent.

Therefore, the deductible portion 
of the annual electricity bill claimed 
would be:

(5600 x .12) x .90 = $605.

Choosing a method
Suppose you cannot quantify your 

deductible home office expenses 
using either the 52 cents per hour 
method (method b) or the actual 
expenses method (method c).

In that case, I suggest you use the 80 
cents method (method a), but make 
sure you can demonstrate how you 
arrived at the number of hours you 
worked at home.

If you have significant running costs 
but have insufficient expenditure 
records, you may prefer to use 
method b.

However, you will still need to work 
out the deductible portion of all other 
home office costs.

If you elect for method c, you 
must have records to show how you 
have calculated the work-related 
portion and have evidence of the 
costs incurred.

Claiming home office expenses is 
one area of your tax return where 
diligence on your part in retaining 
records and using the method that 
gives you the highest deduction may 
be well worth the effort.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice and should 
not be used as such.
If you have any questions, you 
should consult a registered tax 
agent.
Brian Spurrell B A, B Com, Dip Ed, 
FCPA, CTA, Registered Tax Agent. 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113 Ph: 
0412 011 946
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance
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Local athletes go for gold
APRIL was a massive 
month for local athletics on 
the national stage.
Local athletes came first 
at the 2022 Chemist 
Warehouse Athletics Track 
and Field Championships 
in Sydney and the 
Powercor Stawell Gift.
ED MUNKS filed this 
report.

Abbey sets sights on 
Commonwealth Games

Abbey Caldwell ran a sensational 
race to win the Women’s 1500m Open 
Final in 4.10.75 at Sydney Olympic 
Park.

Abbey is now looking at racing 
overseas in her bid to make the 
Australian team for this  year ’s 
Commonwealth Games being held in 
Birmingham.

View Abbey’s race at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=4KsMKfvHLz0.

Nicole Reynolds also made the trip to 
Sydney and ran 6th place in her race of 
the 400m hurdles. 

The Harding girls performed well at 
their first national titles; Jamison won 
the Under 14 Women’s Pole Vault, 
Jamison jumped 2.75m in very wet 
conditions and also finished 2nd in the 
Under 15 Pole Vault, jumping 2.80m 
— which was also an equal personal 
best (PB).

Shakira finished 2nd in the Under 
16 90m hurdles, running a PB of 13.03 
seconds.

She entered the final 200m hurdles 
after qualifying fastest in the heats.

Unfortunately, she hit the ninth 
hurdle quite hard and finished 4th.

Harrison takes the sash at Stawell
Local sprinter Harrison Kerr took out 

the prestigious and lucrative 120m Gift 
final at the 140th running of the event.

Running 11.845 from a mark of 
9.25m, Harry smashed the competition 
and the record with the fastest time 
recorded in 27 years.

Harrison’s heat and semi-final run 
ensured he was a warm favourite for 
the final.

Harrison remained focused and calm 
in the lead up to the final; he was fast 
out of the blocks and executed his race 
plan on the day, maintaining his form 
to take out the big race.

Harrison’s journey to the Gift has 
been a long time coming; he first 
started going to Stawell in his early 
teens to watch his brothers compete 
and then started competing as a 
13-year-old.

In May 2021, Harrison underwent 
a shoulder reconstruction due to a 
football injury whilst playing for Old 
Aquinas; his arm was in a sling for three 
months, which meant that his only 
training was on a spin bike.

He then began an intense strength 
and conditioning programme to build 
his core strength.

The Victorian Athletics League (VAL) 
season then saw him win three races to 
get back into form.

In other results, South Warrandyte 
coach and athlete Todd Ireland 

finished 6th in his semi-final of the 
Henk Neil Masters 100m.

Other members of Team Ireland 
competing were 2021 men’s Gift finalist 
Jake Ireland 3rd in his Gift semi-final, 
Jake also came 3rd in the Arthur Postle 
70m final, and a 2nd in the 200m semi-
finals.

Cam Dunbar also ran a 5th in his Gift 
semi-final, 4th in the 70m semi and a 
2nd in his heat of the 200m.

Darcy Ireland had a heat finish of 
4th in the 200m along with a 5th in the 
heats of the 400m.

Ebony Ireland in the Bill Howard 
100m was 6th in her heat and 4th in the 
semis of the U18 girls 100m.

Abbey Caldwell, fresh off her national 
open 1500m win, competed in a star 
studded field of Olympians and Open 
National titleholders in the AIA Vitality 
1000m race, where she finished in 2nd 
place.

Having just completed the Australian 
Open National Championships, Nicole 
Reynolds made the final of the Sypac 
Lorraine Donnan Women’s Handicap 
400m, where she finished 5th.

Nicole also placed 3rd in her heat of 
the Women’s 120m Gift.

Former Women’s Gift winner Olivia 
Ryan has now stepped up to the longer 
400m distance and was 2nd in her heat 
along with Sophie Sykes (5th).

Olivia also ran 5th in her Gift heat and 
5th in the Arthur Postle 70m.

Holly Hansen, running her first full 
season in the VAL, finished 5th in the 
Under 18 Girls final and came 3rd in 
her Women’s Gift heat.

Little Athletics update
In the Little Athletics Victorian races, 

Willow Glover ran a sensational 400m 
final to finish 2nd from a fast-finishing 
Chloe Baldock.

Chloe also placed 9th in the final of 
the 1600m and Willow a 12th in the 
800m.

Macey Hansen was 8th in the 100m 
semi and 11th in the 400m heats.

Shakira Harding, who competed in 
the age group nationals, finished 2nd 
in her 400m heat.

Zoe Garden also finished 5th in her 
heat of the 100m.

Photo LUKE HEMER / STAWELL GIFT

Photos PAUL REYNOLDS

Abbey CaldwellNicole Reynolds

Harrison Kerr takes the Gift
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Basketball 
season gets 
underway

By CATHY DAVIDSON
PRESIDENT, WARRANDYTE 
BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION
AS WE COME into the start of the new 
term, our Redbacks EDJBA teams 
started their new winter season on the 
last Saturday of April.

We have 44 teams ranging from U9 
girls and boys up to U21 girls and boys 
this season.

It is great to see so many of our 
children playing basketball again on 
the court.

We have been lucky to secure a new 
two-court stadium at Donvale Christian 
College, and having all our teams in one 
place has been excellent.

O u r  5 – 7 - y e a r- o l d s  s k i l l s  a n d 
development program, Redback 
Rookies, has recommenced with the 
start of the school year’s Term 2.

Our sessions are run by experienced 
coaches who will introduce our future 
Redbacks to passing, dribbling, and 
shooting skills before they venture into 
competitive basketball.

Basketball is an excellent way for your 
child/ren to get active, socialise with 
other young kids keen to play the game 
and learn new skills — all within a fun 
and safe environment.

Redback Rookies takes place at 
Warrandyte Sports Complex (WSC) on 
Friday evenings.

Our VJBL season is in full swing with 
14 teams ranging from U12 boys to U20 
boys and U14 girls to U18 girls.

We are currently up to Round 7 of an 
18 round season, and our teams are all 
having a great time.

This term sees us start up our 

tournament squads for Friday night 
Venom, who will then play at the 
Nunawading tournament over the 
Queen’s Birthday weekend.

This will be an excellent opportunity 
for those children to have some fun 
playing lots of basketball.

The Big V season commenced in 
March with three of our four teams with 
new head coaches, with our Division 1 
Women coach still with the team from 
last season.

It has been an up and down start to 
the season for all four teams, but with 
hard work and persistence, we will 
all strive for the success we aim for. 
Please come and join us at WSC on a 
Saturday night or Sunday afternoon, 
where you will experience some elite-
level basketball that is always enjoyable 
to watch.

If you are interested in getting your 
child or children into a fabulous sport 
played indoors out of the rain, make 
sure you reach out via our website 
www.warrandytebasketball.com.au 
or our administration guru Briony at 
admin@warrandytebasketball.com.au.

Become a mental 
health first aider

By SUSAN FOREMAN
MANNINGHAM spor ting clubs 
identified mental health as a critical 
issue they’re currently dealing with. 

To help local clubs support their 
communities, Council is sponsoring 
two people per club to become a 
recognised and accredited Mental 
Health First Aider. 

Warrandyte Football Club’s Welfare 
Officer, Dee Dickson said she signed 
up for the Mental Health First Aid 
course to refresh her understanding 
of common mental health conditions 
and to update her knowledge about 
how to best support someone who was 
struggling. 

“As a member of the Warrandyte 
Football Club’s wellbeing team, I now 
feel better equipped to help someone 
needing support,” she said.

Council has partnered with the 
Richmond Institute to provide 
the blended online and in-person 
program, delivering an accredited 
course by Mental Health First Aid 
Australia. 

“By granting our clubs access to 
leading sports industry education, 
we want these organisations to feel 
capable, confident and prepared to 
help their communities with mental 
health concerns,” said Mayor Cr 
Michelle Kleinert. 

“Having completed mental health 
first aid myself, I can’t express enough 
how much this course can benefit 
the wider community,” said Mayor Cr 
Kleinert. 

When it comes to addressing mental 
health issues, sometimes knowing 
how to reach out and navigate a 
conversation with someone who may 

be struggling can be the hardest part. 
The course will teach participants 

how to recognise the signs and 
symptoms of mental health problems 
and develop their skills and confidence 
in supporting people experiencing a 
mental health problem or crisis. 

“ E v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e 
opportunity to understand mental 
health issues,” said Mental Health 
First Aider Karyn, who completed the 
course. 

“We now have the confidence and 
understanding to support not only 
our members but our families and the 
community.” 

Council is looking for the next round 
of volunteers to complete the course. 

Council has provided Manningham 
sporting clubs with further details 
about the course and how to register. 

If you’re interested in participating, 
please contact your club committee 
members.
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Warrandyte has that winning feeling
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
WARRANDYTE has made a solid start 
to season 2022, despite several key 
injuries in the Seniors.

Winning 10 out of the 12 games to 
Round 4, with tight, tough contests to 
goal-fests, all three teams are picking 
up from last year’s form and look to 
occupy the top spots on the table.

Seniors
After a tough and tight win to start 

the season and needing to make seven 
changes to the Round 1 side, facing 
newly-promoted Coldstream away 
was going to be a scrap.

Coldstream had a dominant 2021, 
and with the bye in Round 1, they were 
eager to prove themselves at this level.

For three quarters,  the score 
remained within a kick, with both 
sides not taking all their chances up 
forward.

In the final quarter, the dam wall 
broke as Coldstream’s onballers were 
able to win enough of the contested 
ball to put pressure on the Warrandyte 
backs and ultimately ran out 16-point 
winners.

The Easter long weekend meant that 
the players had to wait an extra week 
to bounce back, and hosting Donvale 
on Anzac Round was the perfect way 
to do so.

Inaccuracy again plaguing the 
Bloods, who were behind for most of 
the match but winning enough of the 
ball to keep Donvale within distance.

That distance, however, stretched 
out to a three-goal margin at three-
quarter time, and Warrandyte needed 
to dig deep to get back in the game.

Just 30 seconds into the final quarter, 
the Bloods had the goal they needed 
and were able to pile on four more to 
Donvale’s one, and in front of a great 
crowd, ran out eight-point winners.

Round 4 and the Bloods travelled to 
Ferntree Gully to take on the winless 
Eagles.

Winless, but with two of those three 
losses being less than a kick, the 
Eagles had plenty to prove.

The first quarter saw Gully get the 
better of the contest, but their entry 
in the forward line was poor, and the 
Warrandyte defenders were able to 
take intercept marks for fun.

These marks started a chain of 
long accurate kicks forward, with the 
Bloods backing their ability in the air 
and Ryan Phillips presenting well and 
kicking three in the first quarter; it was 
a good start for the Bloods.

From that point on, Ferntree Gully 

dominated the possession and the 
territory but were wasteful with 
the ball and allowed the Bloods to 
slingshot a few goals and remain two 
goals up to halftime. 

For the first five minutes of the 
third it looked as if Warrandyte were 
evening out the contested ball, kicking 
the first of the third and opening the 
lead out to three straight kicks.

However, Gully got the instant reply 
and then set up camp in the forward 
half, peppering the goals but still 
unable to convert.

Warrandyte with a 10-point lead into 
the final change.

The difference in a game of footy 
can often be how clean you are going 
forward with the footy.

If ever there was a case for that, it 
was this match, as a quick goal to 
start the last was almost the only time 
Warrandyte troubled the scorers.

Such were the numbers back for 
Warrandyte that when full-forward 
Phillips took a strong contested mark, 
he was closer to Ferntree’s Goal than 
his own.

The Eagles put Warrandyte under 
siege in the last, but the final entry 
was consistently poor, and as the 
final siren sounded, a free-kick and 
goal 25 out for the Eagles meant that, 
somehow, Warrandyte left Wally Tew 
Reserve with a three-point win.

You could say it was unlikely that 
luck was a key factor.

Yet this is the third tight game out of 
four that Warrandyte has won.

The defence standing up time and 
again, with a timely spoil or smother, 
those one-percenters win you games 
of football.

Scores
Round 2

Coldstream 9.15.69 
def  

Warrandyte 7.11.53
Goal Kickers: N. Prelorenzo 2,  
M. Morris, S. Jellie, C. Bowden,  

N. Brooking, L. Shelton 
Best Players: J. Powell, J. Appleby,  

Q. Clark, S. Jellie, M. Morris, M. Skien

Round 3
Warrandyte 10.14.74 

def  
Donvale 10.6.66

Goal Kickers: R. Phillips 3,  
T. Grimes 2, L. Buckley 2, M. Morris, 

N. Prelorenzo, J. Meyers 
Best Players: J. Moss, S. Jellie,  

M. Skien, T. Grimes, L. Pollock,  
R. Phillips

Round 4
Ferntree Gully 8.13.61 

def by  
Warrandyte 10.4.64

Goal Kickers: R. Phillips 4,  
Q. Clark 2, N. Brooking,  

N. Prelorenzo,  
T. Grimes, J. Moss 

Best Players: A. White, J. Moss,  
T. Grimes, N. Brooking, R. Phillips, 

D. Poole

Reserves
If you wanted a blueprint for how to 

be successful, you only need to look 
to the Reserves.

So many players in and out of the 
side, games finishing at 2:10pm 
regardless of the time on the clock 
could easily disrupt any side, yet at a 
glance, it would seem that this team 
has been playing together for years 
and thrives under adversity.

Off the back of a decisive win in 
Round 1, Warrandyte was ruthless 
against Coldstream, winning by 88 
points on the back of a first half that 
saw the forwards able to isolate the 
one-on-ones.

The focus has been to be stronger 
for longer, and this team is certainly 
showing it is capable. 

The Anzac Round match against 
Donvale proved as another chance to 
flex their collective muscle.

Despite the visitors kicking the first, 
it was all Warrandyte from there, 
being able to run and spread well and 
make the forwards look threatening 
every time the ball got close proved 
too much for Donvale; who, despite 
kicking two-zip in the last, were no 
match for the Bloods.

Winning by 34 points, the Bloods 
set themselves up for an early top of 
the table clash with Ferntree Gully in 
Round 4.

In a tight first quarter with both 
sides looking for a way to break the 
game open, it was Warrandyte who 
were able to take the game, kicking six 
goals to one in the second and never 
looking back.

From that point, Gully were unable 
to get back into the contest; with few 
forays on goal, the game intensity 
dropped overall, and at the final 
change, the Bloods were ahead by 40 
points.

Any hope of a late charge was 
quashed with an early Bloods goal, 
the margin drifting out to 46 points 
at the nine-minute mark of the last 
quarter.

The siren blared over the ground 
with 10:36 left on the clock, as is 
becoming the norm. 

Pushed for time, the Reserve games 
end at 2:10pm, and while Warrandyte 
have won all four of their games with 
comfortable margins, you would hate 
to cut a close game short in the future.

The Diary hopes that the Reserves 
can continue their dominance 
throughout the season and not have 
to think about games cut short.

Scores
Round 2

Coldstream 2.2.14 
def by 

Warrandyte 15.12.102
Goal Kickers: G. Hitchman 4,  

J. Gebert 3, M. Brown 2, M. Wilson 2, 
A. Dib 2, J. Blanck, L. Brewis 

Best Players: M. Brown,  
G. Hitchman, D. Poole, L. Brewis,  

A. Dib, J. Gebert

Round 3
Warrandyte 13.6.84 

def 
Donvale 7.8.50

Goal Kickers: G. Hitchman 4,  
L. Dunn 3, C. Padfield 2, L. Brewis,  

J. Daley, J. Gebert, M. Wilson
Best Players: J. Kennedy,  

J. Cullen-Hall, T. Tout, H. Wilson,  
L. Dunn, R. Paterson

Round 4
Ferntree Gully 6.3.39 

def by 
Warrandyte 13.7.85

Goal Kickers: K.Appleby 3, J.Gerbert 
3, G.Hitchman 2, B.Richardson, 
C.Addison, L.Dunn. A.Dib. J.Daley

Best Players: C.Addison, O.Hodgson, 
K .Appleby, M.Wilson, J.Gebert, 
B.Davies

Under 19s
After a disappointing start to the 

season, the 19s were keen to travel out 
to Coldstream and get on the board for 
season 2022.

A big ground meant that the ability 
to run both ways, and do so for the 
whole four quarters, would be the key 
to victory.

Coldstream had some bigger bodies, 
but the skill and the ability to go harder 
at the ball by the Bloods meant that they 
were able to create several chances 
while stifling the home side.

It was not until the final term that 
Coldstream kicked their first goal, but 
the Bloods had piled on 12 goals, and 
the final margin was 89 points.

Only inaccuracy prevented a bigger 
margin, which was obviously worked 
on at training.

Two weeks later, the 19s were seeking 
a first home win for the Anzac Round.

Warrandyte kicked 20 goals, 10 

behinds, to convincingly defeat 
Wantirna South White.

Both of these wins demonstrated an 
appetite for the contest, and although 
both games had lapses for a quarter, 
the overall work from the 19s allowed 
for solid victories.

Round 4 and the Under 19s joined 
the Seniors and Reserves at Wally Tew 
Reserve, the U19s facing an opponent 
with a 2-0 record going into the game.

The game was essentially won by 
quarter time, with the Bloods kicking 
six goals to nothing.

The second quarter was more of an 
arm wrestle as the Eagles tried to get 
into the game.

The backline held firm and managed 
to keep the home side goalless for the 
half, going into the main break with a 
45-point lead.

The contest was even, but the Bloods 
were in control and Gully were never 
close enough to threaten.

It really was a four-quarter display of 
Bloods footy.

Scores

Round 2
Coldstream 1.3.9 

def by 
Warrandyte 13.20.98

Goal Kickers: E. Phillips 4,  
S. Nitschinsk 4, A. Humphris 3,  

L. Haberfield, F. Swedosh 
Best Players: S. Nitschinsk,  

L. Haberfield, W. Hatfield, N. Sharpe, 
E. Padfield, S. Paxton

Round 3
Warrandyte 20.10.130 

def 
Wantirna South White 4.4.28

Goal Kickers: F. Swedosh 4,  
S. Nitschinsk 2, B. Matheson 2,  

M. Green 2, S. Van der ree 2,  
P. Downie 2, A. Humphris 2,  

W. Hatfield, B. Poole, B. Perkins,  
C. Rakuscek 

Best Players: F. Swedosh,  
S. Van der ree, S. Paxton,  

A. Humphris, B. Poole, N. Sharpe

Round 4
Ferntree Gully 5.2.32 

def 
Warrandyte 14.7.91

Goal Kickers: S. Nitschinsk 3,  
F. Swedosh 3, B. Poole 2, M. Morena, 
S. Van der ree, E. Miller, W. Podmore, 

M. Standfield, M. Green 
Best Players: N. Sharpe,  

S. Nitschinsk, M. Standfield,  
S. Paxton, P. OBrien, E. Padfield
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