
P.O. Box 143, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Office: 9844 2409
Brian: 0412 011 946
Hien: 0448 012 728

E: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au
W: www.ptasaccountants.com.au

PERSONALISED TAXATION & 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES P/L

CERTIFIED PRACTISING ACCOUNTANTS

Super advice will be provided by Personalised 
Taxation and Accounting Services as an 
authorised representative of SMSF Advisers 
Network Pty. Ltd. AFSL No.: 430062

IT’S TAX TIME
Refer to our new website for more 

information: ptasaccountants.com.au
Speak to us now - we welcome 

business and personal tax enquiries “The play was a success, but the 
audience was a disaster.”  

— Oscar Wilde

No 561, APRIL 2022    

Since 1970 | Priceless
Editorial & Advertising: 9844 0555 | Email: info@warrandytediary.com.au

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

f� the c�munity by the c�munity

W A R R A N D Y T E

We specialise in
helping businesses

 Community Centre to 
get a facelift — Page 3

 Old South Warrandyte 
Fire Station — Page 5

 New Principal at 
Warrandyte Primary 
School — Page 14 

 Footy season begins 
— Page 33     

INSIDE

Out of hibernation

Photo: BILL McAULEY

Warrandyte awakened from its pandemic hibernation last month and — oh boy — did it do it in style. A shortened 
festival program was staged for the first time in two years, with town favourites like the parade, duck race, Battle of 
the Bands, and Film Feast making their triumphant return, see our Festival wrap on Pages 17-20.
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JOCK’S WARRANDYTE

Council quiet on 
White House

EDITORIAL

WHERE IS OUR 

COMMUNITY CENTRE?

Local residents are asking.
“What has become of Warrandyte’s 
proposed community centre?”
On the surface, so far as Warrandyte 
Diary can find out, nothing concrete.

It would appear the scheme is in 
danger of falling flat for want of a 
few thousand dollars.
The original intention of Doncaster 
and Templestowe Council was 
to purchase the White House 
in Taroona Ave. as temporary 
headquarters for the Community 
Youth Club and the Elderly 
Citizens.
The council then planned to 
ultimately demolish the White 
House and erect “a fine new centre” 
on the site.
Last thing we heard, the Town 
Clerk was negotiating over a price 
with the owners of the property.
Apparently, agreement has not yet 
been reached.
These premises are needed now.
Youth Club junior and senior 
groups are still meeting each week 
in totally inadequate conditions 
in the recreation ground pavilion.
The Keystone Club catering for 
the important 16–21 age group, 
is in danger of collapse for want 

of clubrooms.
Warrandyte Elderly Citizens’ Club 
is still in need of a permanent 
home after many years of battling.
In our growing community both 
organisations are serving a need.
The youth club, for example, is 
catering for many young people 
whose requirements are not being 
met by other groups in the area.
Anyone doubting this should look 
in at the club’s monthly Saturday 
night dance.
Compared to other areas in the City 
of Doncaster and Templestowe, 
Warrandyte appears to be running 
a poor last in providing for the 
young and old.
Council can rest assured that as 
the district continues to develop 
community needs will become 
greater and property values must 
increase.
Is the White House proposal to 
become another Warrandyte 
“white elephant”?

We return to our roots and sift 
through the Warrandyte Diary 
archives to find out how Warrandyte 
has changed (or hasn’t at all) over 
the past 50 years.
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Community Centre’s grand design 
By SANDI MILLER
MANNINGHAM Council is planning to 
make changes to the space behind the 
Warrandyte Community Centre and is 
seeking community feedback.

A concept design for the area has 
been developed to improve the usage 
and safety of the space, in keeping with 
the original design intent.

A Council spokesperson said the 
concept plans are a “conversation 
starter” to enable Council to gauge 
what the community would like to see 
in that space.

Council said it is taking a placemaking 
approach to understand what is 
important to local people about this 
space and how it can be made more 
user-friendly while keeping the local 
ambience.

Council said, in a statement, it has 
had many suggestions already being 
considered, including from the original 
landscape architect, Bev Hanson, 
“whose design we are keen to honour”.

Council said these inputs will help 
shape the final design.

The proposed design includes a rock 
amphitheatre, picnic tables, seating, 
and landscaping.

The improvements will create an 
outdoor performance space and 
more options for meeting and eating 
outdoors.

The rear of the community centre is 
currently an area of sloping grass and 
native gardens, which Ms Hanson 
designed.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Michelle 
Kleinert, said she is excited that the 
improvements to the outdoor space 
would allow more opportunities for 
connecting with other locals.

“Placemaking encourages us all to 
reimagine and reinvent spaces.

“The Warrandyte Community Centre 
is already a much-loved local facility.

“ T h e s e  p r o p o s e d  o u t d o o r 
improvements will provide further 
options for socialising and enjoyment.”

Council has noted its objectives for 
the space:
• A natural and quiet area with an 

amphitheatre (performance space) 
that could be easily scaled and 
played on by children

• Maintenance of easy access to the 
building

• A safe space
• A flexible and creative space — 

where locals would like to hang 
out, picnic or participate in small 
local events

• Attractive to young people
• First Nations recognition in art 

and/or signage
• Integration of the top space near 

the car park into the design
• Address drainage issues
• Create a space with more seating 

options that can support local 
traders and the creative industries.
Bev Hanson said she had attended

a site meeting and has significant 
concerns with the amphitheatre.

“It is totally out of character to the 
rest of the garden to add such a 
formal structure of rows of rocks and 
staircase right in the middle of what 
was designed to be a naturalistic, 
flowing landscape.
The rock proposed is the pink 
M a n s f i e l d  m u d s t o n e  —  a n y 
additional rocks should match the 

existing ones.
We [when developing the existing 
garden] went to great pains to 
get the Warrandyte rock from the 
quarry, which is now closed, but the 
Coldstream rock has the best likeness.
Council’s landscape architect spoke 
about raising the level at the lowest 
point of the car park to improve the 
drainage into the table drain there.
Cars have been driving down the 
lawn, [but] a couple of well-placed 
rocks would fix that.
As I see it, the lawn where is in need 
of a good upgrade, but to change 
the shape and flatten off the sloping 
lawn as is suggested we would lose the 
harmonious flow to the whole area.
The picnic tables and additional 
planting would be welcomed.”
Valerie Polley has been involved 

with the Community Centre for many 
years, having been on the Committee 
of Management.

She said it was “pleasing to see 
Council is considering an upgrade, and 
I look forward to seeing the final plan”.

However, she has expressed some 
reservations about the concept plans 
as they stand:

“The original design was for a 
naturalistic, flowing landscape with 
native plantings and local rock. 
This has always been much admired, 
and I feel so much hard landscaping 
compromises this.
I do not see an amphitheatre as 
desirable in this location.
The grassed area provided a form 

of amphitheatre for when the rear 
courtyard was an extension to the 
foyer with sizeable outward opening 
windows for music and plays.
Now the back of the centre is locked 
off and uninviting.
The design appears over structured 
and blocks off the gentle flow of the 
grassed area down to the courtyard.
I don’t visualise older people sitting 
in what appears to be quite low steps 
either.
Is the rock staircase required?
A rock staircase could be hazardous 
for older people when carefully sited 
steps and ramps are already there.
The Inge King sculpture requires 
protection; it does not seem to be 
recorded on the plan.
The picnic table area requires shading 
of some kind, either a sail or trees.
P re s i d e nt  o f  t h e  Wa r ra n d y t e 

Historical Society, and Diary Admin 
Manager, Margaret Kelly, has also 
expressed reservations about the 
concept:

“This current space is beautiful, 
relaxing and peaceful and fits nicely 
into Warrandyte.
This new plan seems overkill and very 
formal and removes the simplicity of 
the current garden space. 
Is there a need for an amphitheatre?
There is one at wonguim wilam and 
a stage at Stiggants. 
How will this additional amphitheatre 
be used? 
This new plan focuses one’s eye onto 
the rear of the Community Centre, 

which since the re-design of this 
building, is an unattractive wall 
containing many doors and a mess of 
bins — is this to be the focus? 
The Objectives of the Space list that 
‘children will be able to scale and 
climb the amphitheatre seating’ 
currently, they happily play on the 
sloped lawn. 
There is an Inge King sculpture (a 
local artist of international renown) 
currently in the community Centre 
Garden — outside the library window 
— how is this to be incorporated in 
the new plan? 
I can see the word ‘sculpture’ on the 
plans, but it seems an afterthought. 
As for the owl seat, how does this 
relate to Warrandyte? 
Why is there a need for a reading area 
in this position as it does not link to 
the library up at that level? 
The reading area is also not shaded 
at all. 
I welcome a picnic table, but this also 

would benefit from some shade, as it 
is very exposed as proposed.
I work in the building and am a 
resident, and I would be disappointed 
to see council funds being spent on a 
re-work of this nature. 
Some simple alterations/additions, 
e.g. picnic table, some trees for shade, 
and some areas of the grass top-
dressed, would seem like a much more
appropriate ‘upgrade’.”
Council would like to understand 

residents’ perspectives on community 
connections, activation opportunities 
and any safety or mixed-use issues.

Feedback on the concept design can 
be provided until April 12, 2022. 

For more information and to have 
your say, visit yoursay.manningham.
vic.gov.au/warrandyte-community- 
centre-outdoor-upgrade. 

This project is being delivered by 
Manningham Council and funded 
through the COVID Safe Outdoor 
Activation Fund 2021.

Images courtesy MANNINGHAM COUNCIL
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Future remains uncertain for
former South Warrandyte Fire Station 

By SANDI MILLER
A S  D I S C U S S E D  i n  t h e  Ma rc h 
Warrandyte Diary, the future of the 
former CFA Station in Brumbys Road, 
South Warrandyte, is uncertain with 
the CFA putting the site up for auction.

Member for Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith, pointed out the property 
is required to be offered to other 
government bodies,  including 
Manningham Council, on a first-
right-of-refusal basis, which had not 
happened.

The Diary understands that the 
auction has been postponed, and 
this first-right-of-refusal process has 
commenced.

Former South Warrandyte CFA 
Captain, Greg Kennedy acknowledges 
the CFA has made an investment in 
providing the new station in Falconer 
Road.

However, he notes the current 
fire station in Falconer Road has 
no different facilities than the FRV 
stations at Ringwood, Nunawading, 
Croydon or Templestowe.

“The CFA has done nothing special 
with this facility.
CFA has a statutory obligation 
to provide the infrastructure, 
including buildings and equipment, 
to discharge its duties under the Act.
The CFA made the decision to upgrade 
the facilities at South Warrandyte to 
include career staff — this was simply 
the CFA undertaking the function 
that it has responsibility for.
There were no favours, nothing 

special, so there are no grounds for 
accolades.”
Mr Kennedy said the greater 

Warrandyte community appreciates 
the high bushfire risk level in this area, 
and the community support has been 
and continues to be significant.

Each of the brigades in the area — 
South Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, 
Warrandyte and Wonga Park — 
have over the years appealed to the 
community for financial support.

“The community has been very 
generous, and I estimate that over 
the past 40 years, our community has 
provided at least $2 million to the 
annual brigade appeals,” he said.

He said the level of support and 
commitment our community has 
towards their CFAs is exemplified by 
Fireball.

“In 2014, North Warrandyte brigade 
were raising funds to replace their 
ageing brigade owned tanker by 
holding a sausage sizzle outside 
Quinton’s IGA on Saturday, February 
8. 
The next day a fire destroyed three 
houses in Warrandyte.
Julie Quinton was gobsmacked that 
the volunteers had to sell sausages to 
raise money to buy a fire truck.
Julie and a few colleagues then 
organised a one-night event, Fireball, 
which raised a little over $80,000 
in the one night — to me, that’s a 
community that gives.
North Warrandyte CFA was able to 
replace its truck.

Over the next three years, two more 
Fireball events were held, raising 
more than $80,000 on each occasion.
Warrandyte brigade replaced 
their ageing slip-on, and South 
Warrandyte replaced their FCV.
COVID came along and delayed 
Wonga Park’s opportunity to benefit 
to date.”
Local government and services 

clubs have also provided additional 
financial support to the Brigade. 

He said the brigades used these 
funds to provide members with 
appropriate protective clothing in the 
earlier years, additional equipment, 
including hoses and couplings, and 
additional appliances.

“ The contr ibution has  be en 
significant and has saved the CFA 
financially,” Mr Kennedy said.

He said the Greater Warrandyte 
community has financially supported 
their CFA brigades with significant 
contributions over a very long period. 

“It is now opportune for the CFA to 
return the favour,” he said.

As we go to print, Manningham 
Council has not been offered the 
property under the first-right-of-
refusal provisions.

Lee Robson, Acting Director of 
Planning and Community, told the 
Diary: “While there has been recent 
discussion in the community around 
the former CFA site in Warrandyte 
South, Council has not identified 
this location as a strategic site for 
community use.”

She said the site has a 
heritage o v e r l a y  w i t h  v e r y  
r e s t r i c t i v e controls, but  when 
Council receives notification, the 
property will be considered.

Mayor of Manningham Michelle 
Kleinert said there are several issues 
that Council must consider, including 
potential users of the facility, what 
expenditure will Council need to 
undertake to bring the facility up to 
the required standard, and whether 
the potential user of the facility is 
willing and capable of making a 
financial c ontribution t owards t he 
necessary works.

Expressions of interest
Mr Kennedy said now is the time for 

community groups interested in the 
property to come forward.

L e t  t h e  D i a r y  k n o w  i f  y o u r 
community group could use the old 
South Warrandyte Fire Station, in what 
capacity, and whether you could make 
a financial (or in-kind) contribution to 
the upkeep of the facility.

The Diary will collate details for 
the working group, headed up by Mr 
Kennedy, who will make a submission 
to Council.

Write to editor@warrandytediary.
com.au to show your interest.

Warrandyte Men’s Shed still homeless

Warrandyte 
Fire Brigade 
needs you

A neighbourly perspective on Brumbys Road fire station

By CHRIS CHEWY PADGHAM
WARRANDYTE MEN’S SHED
AS SOME OF you may know, a 
group of men from the Warrandyte 
Community have been working to 
establish a Men’s Shed in Warrandyte.

A Men’s Shed is a men’s health 
initiative aimed at improving the 
mental and physical health of older 
men in our community through social 
inclusion in an environment that is 
meaningful and comfortable for men.

The success of  Men’s  Sheds 
throughout Australia and abroad 
is a testament to the valuable 
contribution that they make to the 
welfare of the community in which 
they are present.

I  have been working on the 
establishment of a Men’s Shed in 
Warrandyte for the last five years, and 

it is fair to say that everyone I have 
spoken to agrees that it would be a 
magnificent asset for Warrandyte, 
including Manningham Councillors, 
and our State and Federal Members 
of Parliament.

There is one major obstacle in our 
progress: a suitable site to house it.

I m a g i n e  m y  p l e a s u re  w h e n 
it became apparent that the old 
South Warrandyte CFA building was 
available for Council to acquire.

It is fit for purpose and ideally 
located close to public transport.

However, Council’s current position 
on the old South Warrandyte Fire 
Station is: “the South Warrandyte 
Fire Station has not been identified 
by Council as a strategic site for 
acquisition.”

And its position on finding an 
appropriate site for a Warrandyte 
Men’s Shed is :  “work is being 
undertaken by officers to identify 
existing Council-owned land that 

may be suitable for community 
focussed uses such as a Men’s Shed.”

For five years, I have heard that line.
It seems it takes the council a long 

time to identify their own land.
It is frustrating, but we will continue 

to meet at the Scout Hall, which 
is falling down because of council 
neglect.

I worked with the council to specify 
appropriate upgrades to address its 
glaring deficiencies. 

That was completed in July 2021; 
the last informal word I had was that 
it might make it into the budget for 
2023/2024.

I know councils like to think of 
themselves as businesses these days; 
a key performance indicator for them 
is the provision of appropriate and 
well-maintained facilities to benefit 
the community.

From my perspective, Manningham 
Council is comprehensively failing 
Warrandyte on this KPI.

WARRANDYTE Fire Brigade’s next 
General Fire Fighter course will 
commence in July.

The brigade is holding a volunteer 
information session intake on 
Wednesday, April 27, at 7:30pm.

Brigade Secretary Jaime Noye said 
both men and women are welcome 
to join as operational firefighters.

“The brigade is particularly 
seeking community members 
who work from home and with 
availability to respond during the 
day and on weekends,” she said.

For more information, visit : 
warrandytecfa.org/join

Dear Diary,
The advertising of the old CFA Station 
has made a few large assumptions 
about future use which conflict with 
current zoning and planning, but as a 
long-term resident of Warrandyte (20 
plus years) and a long-term reader of the 
Warrandyte Diary, I would like to offer 
a comment as a first time contributor.
The Warrandyte Diary  has a rich 
background of the history of the fire 
station at Warrandyte South over many 
years as I have read with interest. 
I do not propose I know the full history, 
but I offer my thoughts and views to 
gauge if others within Warrandyte have 
similar thoughts, other ideas about what 
is a great locally owned and built asset 
that deserves to be utilised by those 
that built it.

By way of short history, the station was 
established through the generosity 
and sweat of local Warrandyte people 
— the land was, through a special 
council subdivision, donated for use as 
a fire station for the local CFA brigade, 
the construction was mostly through 
donated labour and materials by 
Warrandyte South residents and CFA 
volunteers. 

This was a community at its best.

With the growth and merger with the 
MFB to new facilities in Park Orchards, 
the site was deemed an engineering and 
research site for a few years. 

In 2017-2019, the site was offered to 
Council for other purposes of use to 
the community, but in my opinion the 
offer was confusing and lacked clarity 
and sadly any interested party never 
ventured any further back.

The current sale process will see any 
funds put into a “special capital account” 

with the CFA/MFB according to the 
current property officer of the CFA. 

My concern is if they are successful in 
achieving a possible windfall of $900,000 
plus, will these funds be domiciled to the 
Warrandyte community or to the wider 
pool of CFA/MFB? 

I note the main CFA pumper truck is ten 
years old and as we have just finished 
donating for a fire support vehicle for 
Warrandyte South, could this money 
be directed/restricted to those and the 
area that made this CFA/MFB windfall 
happen? 

I would not enjoy being involved again in 
a drive to fundraise for a support vehicle 
and equipment for one of Australia’s 
most highly rated fire zones, when our 
treasured local volunteers should have 
the best and newest equipment, but this 
“windfall” disappeared into the ethers of 
the combined CFA/MFB with unknown 
use or purpose.

As to a future use, I am sure if it was 
again offered to the local community as 
a re-purposed asset and location that the 
words local, community, involvement, 
have changed in the new COVID world, 
since a technically confusing offering 
back some 3–5 years ago. 

We now live in a different world and 
such a significant asset built with local 
goodwill, has a future better than the 
real estate agent’s offering as a brewery 
et cetera!

My family and I would be prepared 
to offer up adjoining land for use as a 
community garden to assist a possible 
use as a not-for-profit community café/
artist display et cetera and in some way 
recognise the locals that gave and made 
the site a reality.

Donna Smith 
Croydon Road  
Warrandyte South

opinion

Your say
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Works underwway at wonguim wilam playspace
STAGE 2 of construction has begun 
on the play space at wonguim wilam, 
Warrandyte.

Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert said Stage 
1 created new open space parklands, 
picnic spaces, an exercise station, and 
a renewed car park.

“This next stage is even more 
exciting.

“This is all for the children — they 
will love the new play space, and the 
artwork will add even more colour and 
vibrance to this beautiful area,” said 
Cr Kleinert.

The upgrade will include: 
• a new play space
• a new shelter, drinking fountain, 

BBQ and picnic area
• new art, including community 

pottery pieces created at the 
Warrandyte Pottery Expo.
“ Wa r ra n d y t e  i s  a  p a s s i o nat e

community with great appreciation 
and respect for its heritage.

“The new play space is designed to 
connect children with nature and offer 
play opportunities for children of all 
ages and abilities,” said Cr Kleinert.

The pathway through the play space 
will be closed during the construction, 
which is expected to take around 
three months, depending on potential 
weather delays.

The Victorian Government supported 
this project through the Local Parks 
Revitalisation Program, contributing 
$300,000, with Council allocating 
$700,000 in its annual capital works 
budget.

For further information, go to 
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
wonguim-wilam.

Manningham recognised for the inclusive 
naming process of wonguim wilam

M A N N I N G H A M  C o u n c i l  h a s 
been honoured for acknowledging 
traditional owner language, preserving 
culture, and inclusive engagement 
at the Asia Pacific Spatial Excellence 
Awards.

Council received the Excellence 
in place naming award for naming 
Warrandyte riverside park wonguim 
wilam.

The award recognises the process 
taken to engage the community and 
respect the First Nations cultural 
heritage of the area, acknowledging the 
traditional owner’s language.

In accepting the award on behalf of 
Council, Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert 
said:

“This award is for everyone involved 
in the naming process — it has been a 
community effort.”

The Mayor thanked Aunty Doreen 
Garvey-Wandin, Aunty Gail Smith, 
Aunty Julieanne Axford, and the 
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Corporation 

for their support and guidance 
throughout the process.

“This historic moment is the start of 
many more naming opportunities,” 
said Cr Kleinert. 

She also thanked Geographic Names 
Victoria for nominating Council and 
their advice and expertise in the 
naming process.

The name translates to “Boomerang 
Place”, and Aunty Doreen provided the 
reason for this name.

“Aboriginal people were seen making 
spears and boomerangs from tea tree 
in the vicinity of Trezise Street and 
Cemetery Road.”

She said Aboriginal activist Bill Onus 
is recorded as giving boomerang 
demonstrations at the old Warrandyte 
Cricket Ground in the 1950s.

Cr Kleinert said this outcome 
wouldn’t have been possible without 
the participation and support of local 
organisations, including The Lion’s 
Club of Warrandyte, the Warrandyte 

Historical Society, and the Warrandyte 
Community Association.

T h e  n a m i n g  o f  w o n g u i m 
wilam involved several Council 
departments, who collaborated 

to actively consult, engage, and 
educate the community throughout 
the process.

A playground refurbishment is 
underway, and an official park 

opening will be held once completed 
in mid-2022.

For further information, go to 
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
wonguim-wilam. 



Community Bank 
Warrandyte

BEAN quoted on your
insurance?
Grab an obligation free insurance quote and enjoy a coffee on
us!

Visit the branch on 4 April until 29 April any time between
9.30am to 5pm.

Find out more. Call 9844 2233 or search Bendigo Bank
Warrandyte.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 acts under its own
Australian Financial Services Licence number and under an agreement with a range of insurers. A1404492 OUT_14200606,
23/03/2022
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Construction begins on MHR drainage project
By SANDI MILLER
INITIAL WORKS have begun on the 
long-awaited Melbourne Hill Road 
(MHR) Drainage Project.

The project was first proposed by 
Manningham Council in 2013, following 
a flooding event in 2011 in which six 
houses flooded and overland flow 
affected several other lots on Melbourne 
Hill Road and Lorraine Avenue.

The drainag e s cheme create d 
controversy when, in 2015, Council 
voted to impose a special levy on 
the residents of the Melbourne Hill 
Catchment to pay for drainage.

A strong response followed, with 97 
per cent of residents saying they did 
not want it, stating that the proposed 
curb-and-channel solution was out 
of character for the area and that the 
average $15,000 per property price tag 
was “too steep”.

In late 2015, Council went back to the 
drawing board to come up with a “more 
ecological solution”, and in 2017 said it 
would not impose the levy but fund the 

scheme entirely out of Council’s budget, 
aside from the cost of upgrading vehicle 
crossing culverts.

In February 2020, a new design plan 
was endorsed by Council.

The new (and current) plan will 
provide every property in the catchment 
with a point of connection but, to 
reduce costs to Council, properties 
whose private drain is unable to be 
located, does not have an adequate fall 
or is more than five meters from the 
connection point will need to pay for 
the connection themselves, through a 
private plumber.

Once complete, the new drainage 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  m i n i m i s e 
uncontrolled overland flows during 
storm events and significantly reduce 
flood risk.

Director City Services Rachelle 
Quattrocchi said contractors have 
now commenced the early stage of 
the drainage works to the front of 16 
Lorraine Avenue and through the 
easement along the 14 and 16 Lorraine 

Avenue boundary.
“The drainage works will end at the 

south corner of 16 Lorraine Avenue 
and will be completed by late March or 
April,” she said.

The project engineer told the Diary the 
project is utilising boring technology to 
ensure the least ecological disturbance 
possible.

Manningham is at the final stage of 
completing the concept design for the 
remainder of the project. 

“We will be contacting all residents to 
provide an opportunity to provide their 
feedback on the concept design plan 
before its finalised.

“Currently, we are progressing with 
the land survey, arborist, underground 
services and geotechnical investigations 
at the site.

Once these assessments have been 
completed, plans for easement creation 
will be prepared, and owners of affected 
properties will receive a copy of the 
plan with detailed information on the 
next steps.

“We don’t  anticipate  fur ther 
disruption to traffic to Melbourne 
Hill Road or roads in the vicinity,” Ms 
Quattrocchi said.

For updates and more information, 
visit yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.
au/melbourne-hill-road-drainage-
upgrade.

Filling the gaps in the Main Yarra Trail
BY SANDI MILLER
IN AUGUST 2021, Manningham 
Council withdrew a planning permit 
related to the construction of a 
bike path along Taroona Avenue, 
Warrandyte.

A public information session to 
allow Council Officers to meet with 
the community about this project had 
been planned; however, this has not 
been able to occur due to lockdown 
restrictions.

Rachelle Quattrocchi,  Director of 
City Services, said Council hopes to 
arrange the meeting at Warrandyte 
Reserve in April “to discuss options for 
a path that links from the traffic signals 

to Everard Drive”.
The announcement last year said an 

information session would be held to 
discuss possible solutions to complete 
this missing section of the Main Yarra 
Trail, which would minimise tree 
removal, provide smoother surfaces 
for cyclists and enhance safety for all 
users.

“Our Traffic Engineers have been 
discussing any arising issues with 
affected residents to ensure any newly 
created paths would be designed to 
preserve and maintain the street’s 
appearance and protect any established 
large trees,” Ms Quattrocchi said.

The project is expected to be funded 

in the 2022/2023 financial year.
Ms Quattrocchi said the second 

proposed section provides a critical 
link to the Yarra Trail’s shared path, 
which runs along the northern side 
of Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road from 
Beasley’s Nursery to Alexander Road.

The proposal for this section has 
been submitted to the Department of 
Transport (DoT) for approval. 

“A large part of the proposed shared 
trail follows an existing track to avoid 
removing significant indigenous trees,” 
she said. 

She said funding for this section 
would be available once Council 
receives approvals.
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Investment given towards the Victorian Deer Strategy

March Ordinary Council Meetings roundup

COUNCILLORS in Manningham and 
Nillumbik assembled in Chambers 
once again for their respective 
Ordinary Council Meeting.

Ordinary and Special Council 
Meetings of public interest are 
livestreamed, with recordings and 
minutes available for the public to 
review on council websites and social 
media platforms.

See the end of the story for a link to 
each Council’s council meetings page.

Manningham
Councillors endorsed the Footpath 

Priority Program, allowing Council 
to assess and prioritise footpath 
construction across the municipality 
quickly.

In 2018, Council rolled out its Local 
Footpaths Program, which addressed 
requests for footpaths outside of the 
Pedestrian Priority Network and 
Bicycle Strategy; these requests often 
come from residents by phone or 
email.

The new program, which will be 
available to read on Council’s website, 
will allow officers to place the footpath 
with the biggest needs at the top of 
the list.

Cr Lange seconded the motion 
and noted that “the Green Wedge 
Management Infrastructure Plan will 
need to be prioritised for the balance 
between urban environments, natural 
areas with the footpath infrastructure 
required, as stated in the report”.

The Capital Works at Risk Projects 
and Corrective Actions report was 
tabled; the report outlines projects 
which will not meet their spending 

targets for the 21/22 financial year 
and the work of officers and project 
managers to address the spending 
shortfall.

The report notes corrective actions 
to address the shortfall and minimise 
a spending carry-over, including 
bringing forward projects — such as 
the Webb Street footpath — as part 
of the Pedestrian Priority Network, 
which is now slated to begin at the 
end of March.

Cr S. Mayne tabled an alternate 
motion to accept the report and 
allocate $500,000 for sports netting 
for sports reser ves around the 
municipality.

An amendment by Cr Chen was to 
include open space furniture and street 
furniture in the $500,000 allocation, 
noting the shortfall in spending has 
been due to supply issues around 
materials and contractors due to the 

pandemic.
The alternate motion was lost, and 

the original alternate motion was then 
voted on and lost.

Eventually, the original motion, as 
per the agenda, that council notes the 
report was carried.

Nillumbik
Council adopted its draft Budget 

2022-2023 and intends to adopt the 
2022/23 Budget at the May 24 Ordinary 
Council Meeting.

Included in the budget is an increase 
of 1.75 per cent in rates and an 
increase of 21.98 per cent for waste 
management charges.

Participate Nillumbik website 
indicates the significant increase 
in waste management is due to the 
rehabilitation of the former Kangaroo 
Ground landfill and the increased cost 
of dealing with recycling and landfill.

The Participate Nillumbik website 

also includes an opportunity to 
provide feedback.

Those who wish to present their 
feedback in person will  have a 
chance to at the May 10 Planning and 
Consultation Committee meeting.

Council also repopulated positions in 
its Youth Council Advisory Committee 
and recommended that Niamh Coffey, 
Martina Charalambous, Ava Crzechnik 
and Rhys Warrillow be appointed 
to the vacant positions on the Youth 
Council.

For minutes/recordings of previous 
council meetings and dates and 
agendas for future meetings, visit:
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
about-council/how-council-works/
council-meetings 
and 
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/Council/Meetings-and-
committees/Council-meetings

Council wrap

Vegetation devastation remains unpunished
By SANDI MILLER
READERS will recall, or may have 
w itnessed,  in  November 2021, 
significant tree felling at a property on 
Harris Gully Road.

Residents were distressed at the 
alleged illegal works, which occurred 
over a weekend, and reported the 
activity to Council.

However, Council Officers did not 
have anyone available to attend out of 
office hours.

At that time, Council said it would 
investigate the event and report back.

At the beginning of March, the Diary 
returned to Council with the following 
questions:

Can you please provide the results of 
this investigation and advise:
• What, if any, action has been taken 

by Council regarding this issue?
• Whether the landowner had any 

permits to allow the felling?
• What the penalty is for clearing 

land without a permit?
• What remediation, if any, will be 

undertaken?
• What measures have you put in 

place to deter future occurrences?
• What can residents do if similar 

incidents happen, especially on 
weekends?

• Have Council changed their 
weekend response protocols?

Warrandyte Diary  has received 
the following response from Lee 
Robson, Acting Director of Planning 
and Community at Manningham City 
Council:

“Manningham Council is aware of 
significant vegetation removal at a 
property on Harris Gully Road.
The removal of vegetation protected 
by the Manningham Planning 
Scheme without a planning permit 
is a breach of the Planning Scheme 
and can attract hefty penalties.
Vegetation removal without a 
planning permit in areas protected by 
our Planning Scheme is a concern for 
the community and our environment.

Our biodiversity, including native 
vegetation, is an important part of 
what makes Manningham a great 
place to live.
Protecting our floral diversity, 
especially in the Green Wedge, is an 
important role for Council.
Council has several measures in place 
to reduce illegal flora removal, such 
as education programs around good 
land management and sustainability.
In severe circumstances, these can be 
escalated to enforcement, including 
fines and court action to discourage 
inappropriate tree felling.
At the end of the day, we rely on the 
community to do the right thing. 
We encourage concerned members 

of the community to contact Council 
and report any incidents of illegal 
activity, including tree removal.
These will be investigated, and if 
necessary, action will be taken.”

Ms Robson added that “as the issue 
is subject to legal action, we cannot 
comment on individual cases”. 

The Diary will continue to follow 
the issue.

To find out more about vegetation 
management on your property, 
please visit, Manningham.vic.gov. 
au/property-and-development/
guides-and-maps/trees/remove-
tree-your-property.

By HELENA POWELL
FERAL DEER are one of Australia’s most 
severe environmental and agricultural 
threats, and Victoria has possibly the 
largest deer population in Australia, 
estimated at more than a million 
animals.

Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio 
launched the Peri-urban Deer Control 
Plan, announcing a long-term managed 
approach to control feral deer numbers 
in the outskirts of eastern and northern 
Melbourne.

The announcement came on Saturday, 
March 26, declaring an investment of $1 
million will go towards reducing the 
devastating environmental impacts 
feral deer pose with Victoria’s first 
region-specific deer control plan.

Th i s  $ 1 M  p l a n  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
Government’s near $500M investment 
into biodiversity.

Manningham, Knox ,  Cardinia, 
Whittlesea, Nillumbik and Yarra Ranges 

council areas will be the focus on 
reducing the feral deer population in 
high priority waterways, national parks 
and reserves.

Feral deer cause a significant threat 
to native plants, wildlife habitat, and 
water quality and damage community 
resources and sites of Aboriginal 
cultural significance.

Feral deer also pose a risk to public 
safety, causing a rising number of traffic 
accidents.

Minister  D ’Ambrosio said the 
investment is a significant amount of 
money and hopes that this investment 
can isolate the population of deer in 
some areas, resulting in a massive 
reduction in the population and 
allowing a sense of control.

“There is probably about a million 
deer in the state, so that’s the challenge, 
it’s massive, and it has just grown 
exponentially. 

“With every bushfire that you have, it 
provides greater opportunity for them 

to take over even further because when 
the regrowth comes, they eat the newly 
grown vegetation, and that knocks out 
the native animals as well; the impacts 
are numerous,” she said. 

So far, Minister D’Ambrosio said they 
have managed to remove 500 feral deer 
from Nillumbik. 

Minister D’Ambrosio was also joined 
by Vicki Ward MP, State Member for 
Eltham, who is very passionate about 
the Victorian Deer Strategy.

“This $1 million in funding for our 
community is no small feat and will 
make a huge difference in controlling 
the local feral deer population.

“We know that deer are a problem 
in areas like Kangaroo Ground, 
Wa r ra n d y t e  a n d  e v e n  p a r t s  o f 
Eltham; this announcement is very 
welcome,” she said.

Ms Ward said there is certainly a high 
chance that feral deer can be eradicated 
in some areas, especially in areas of high 
biodiversity.

T h e  p l a n  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n 
collaboration with Traditional Owners, 
land managers, local governments and 
conservation, hunting and community 
group representatives.

It supports the Victorian Deer 
Control Strategy  as part of the 
State Government’s  long-term 
plan to protect Victoria’s natural 
environment, Biodiversity 2037.

Pictured: Federal Member for Jagajaga, Kate Thwaites, State Member 
for Eltham Vicky Ward and Minister Environment Lily D’Ambrosio
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Mayor responds to March’s planning concern letters
Dear Diary, 
Re: Letter to the Editor — Better planning 
by Bev Hanson & Five Ways by Michael 
Hubbert - February Warrandyte Diary 
There were two letters to the editor last 
month referring to Council projects where 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
provide some further detail.

In regard to Bev Hanson, I agree 100 per 
cent that Warrandyte and surrounds are 
truly a unique part of Manningham and 
indeed Greater Melbourne.

This is reflected through planning 
controls and overlays designed to protect 
the natural environment and character 
of the area.

Since 2016 we have been engaging with 
the community around Jumping Creek 
Road and have worked closely with a 
community reference panel to finalise 
the design.

This reference panel, like other similar 
community panels, was formed following 
an Expression of Interest process where 
we encouraged people closest to the issue 

to get involved. 

Please visit Your Say Manningham for 
more details, yoursay.manningham.vic.
gov.au/jumping-creek-road-upgrade.
We continue to work on a range of 
projects to improve pedestrian safety and 
movement.

These include the extension to the Main 
Yarra Trail along Taroona Avenue and a 
new footpath along Webb Street.

Both these projects have involved 
community consultation and are being 
designed to protect the natural landscape. 

In the case of Webb Street, following 
feedback from the community, the 
concrete path will include a colour tint 
to soften the impact while maintaining 
a safe, accessible surface up the steep 
grade.

The path will weave around trees and 
match into the existing footpath near 
the shops.

Regarding Michael Hubbert’s letter about 
Five Ways.

Council continues to advocate to the State 

Government’s Department of Transport 
(DoT) about the need for a solution to 
this dangerous intersection.

Five Ways is part of our advocacy plan, 
which includes letter writing and 
meetings with politicians.

The feedback gathered from the Your Say 
Manningham page has provided valuable 
evidence, which we have been able to 
relay to the DoT as part of our advocacy.

I encourage you all to continue to post 
incidents on the page.

The forthcoming State and Federal 
Elections give us opportunities to push 
hard for a solution to this intersection.

Please visit Your Say Manningham 
t o  i n c l u d e  c o m m e n t s,  y o u r s a y .
manning ham.v ic.g ov.au/admin/
projects/5-ways. 
We look forward to working with the 
whole community to meet the current and 
futures needs in a safe, sustainable, and 
environmentally mindful way.

Cr Michelle Kleinert
Manningham Mayor

A vote of thanks to our volunteers
Dear Diary,
Over the past two months, the Warrandyte 
Electorate has played host to a number 
of fantastic community events which 
have been largely run and organised by 
dedicated volunteers.

With life now returning to normal after 
two years of lockdowns and cancellations, 
recent community events have been jam-
packed with people wanting to make up 
for the missed opportunities.

If anything positive has come from the 
past two years, it is the increased sense 
of wanting to be out in our community 
and sharing these events with our family 
and friends.

During March, we saw the return of many 
loved events including the Pottery Expo, 
Run Warrandyte, Park Orchards Car 
Rally, Warrandyte Art Show and, recently, 
the return of the Warrandyte Festival and 
Film Feast.

This is on top of our regularly scheduled 
markets at Park Orchards, Tunstall 
Square and along the river in Warrandyte.

I would like to thank the army of 
volunteers who have put so much of 
their time towards bringing these events 
to our community.

These events don’t just happen, there are 
many hours of unpaid time and effort 
given to plan and organise what seems 
to be a seamless production.

As the summer sports season comes to a 
conclusion, we will see the footy, soccer, 
netball and basketball seasons start to 
take shape.

These sports clubs are again indebted 
to the tireless work of volunteers — the 
runners, canteen workers, coaches — the 
list goes on.

A big thank you to all our amazing 
volunteers, you deserve our gratitude. 

Ryan Smith MP 
Member for Warrandyte 

Kangaroo carnage across Nillumbik
By ALYSSA WORMALD, 
VICTORIAN KANGAROO ALLIANCE
VICTORIAN kangaroos are in crisis. 

Since the commercialisation of 
kangaroo shooting in 2014 average 
quotas have tripled, rescuers deal with 
horrific wounding, and shooters are 
desperately soliciting for access to a 
dwindling kangaroo population. 

On top of lethal Authority to Control 
Wildlife permits, Nillumbik comes 
under the “Central Harvest Zone” 
where an additional 65,050 kangaroos 
are earmarked for profit-driven 
slaughter. 

As Nillumbik locals, we are outraged 
that the amenity of the area, known 
as the “Green Wedge Shire’” is being 
negatively impacted by kangaroo 
shooters. 

The Kangaroo Harvest Program is 
overseen by the Victorian Government, 
and councils are unable to opt-out of 
the program, despite objections based 
on environmental, amenity, human 
safety and tourism concerns. 

Speaking on his  ow n behalf,  
Nillumbik Council Deputy Mayor 
Ben Ramcharan states, “one thing 
that stands out about the Nillumbik 
community is how much we love our 
wildlife. 

“People move to the Green Wedge 
Shire to be amongst nature and take 
pride in sharing our homes with the 
incredible range of wildlife Nillumbik 

has to offer, including kangaroos. 
“The profit-focussed kangaroo 

harvesting program is decimating 
healthy kangaroo populations and 
leaving injured animals behind to 
suffer a truly horrific death. 

“It is heartbreaking to think that 
this is happening right here in our 
backyard.” 

Kangaroo shooters have been 
reported doorknocking, leafleting 
and soliciting on Facebook community 
groups looking for kangaroos in the 
Nillumbik area. 

A Kangaroo Ground wildlife shelter 
operator said, “I live in what should 
be kangaroo heaven, but I will not 
release my hand-raised joeys here 
because I often hear shooters in nearby 
properties.” 

In the almost four years she has been 
rescuing kangaroos in Nillumbik, she 
says she and fellow rescuers have 
attended dozens of kangaroos that 
have been shot and left wounded. 

“We’ve seen kangaroos with half 
their face missing, kangaroos with 
bullet holes in their rumps, legs, and 
abdomens. 

“We are called  by concerned 
residents who find them suffering 
unimaginable pain and fear, slowly 
dying of infection.” 

She describes how wildlife rescuers 
deal with suffering every day, “but 
s e e i n g  t h e s e  k a n ga ro o s  b e i n g 
deliberately slaughtered and maimed 
is absolutely soul-destroying. 

“We dedicate our lives to helping 
wildlife while our neighbours call in 

shooters to needlessly kill them — 
there is no justification needed, no 
reason.” 

She adds, “studies have shown 
that kangaroos do not compete with 
livestock in any measurable fashion, 
and damage to fences can be avoided 
with very simple and cost-effective 
modifications. 

“Yet our government continues to 
encourage the persecution of our 
beautiful native fauna.” 

A Kangaroo Ground resident, Robyn 

Dahl, feels similarly indignant. 
“I live in the heart of the Green 

Wedge. 
“That means most residents choose 

to live here because of our love of 
wildlife and nature. 

“We love our kangaroos which 
already contend with increasing 
urbanisation, carnage on our roads, 
unsuitable fencing and now shooters! 

“We feel let down by our state 
government — our kangaroos deserve 
better.” 

It is a disgrace that nature-loving 
communit ies  are  subj e cte d to 
kangaroo shooters. 

Nearby residents  may not  be 
informed about impending shoots 
and are unable to stop the slaughter. 

We are sick of the relentless killing 
of kangaroos and tormenting of 
communities that love them.

We want progressive leadership from 
Victorian Labor to genuinely protect 
our kangaroos and foster respectful 
cohabitation.

Letters to the Diary must include full name, address and 
phone number, even if not intended for publication. Content 
may be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

your say

opinion
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Building a better Manningham
We are committed to managing our 
city’s infrastructure to better meet  
the needs and expectations of our 
growing community. 
Our capital works program brings  
this commitment to life by managing 
the maintenance and improvement  
of council assets, facilities and 
community spaces. 
Projects being delivered in Warrandyte 
and surrounds include:

Improvements at 
Warrandyte Community 
Centre 
A concept design has been developed 
for the outdoor area at Warrandyte 
community centre. It includes a rock 
amphitheatre, picnic tables, seating  
and landscaping. 
The improvements will increase safety 
and usage, with more options for 
meeting and eating outdoors. 
You can provide feedback on the plan 
until 12 April 2022 at

 yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.
au/warrandyte-community- 
centre-outdoor-upgrade 

Play space upgrade 
underway at wonguim 
wilam
Stage two of the play space 
commenced in March and will include:
• a new play space
• a new shelter, drinking fountain,

BBQ and picnic area
• new art, including pottery pieces

created by community.
The pathway though the play space 
will be closed during the construction, 
which is expected to take around three 
months. 

Manningham Council News

 9840 9333    manningham.vic.gov.au 

Volunteer Recognition 
Program  
Do you know a deserving Manningham 
volunteer? Until 30 April, Council is 
handing out $50 gift vouchers to local 
volunteers who have gone above in our 
community.  
To nominate a volunteer: 

1. Go to our webform and enter
the volunteer’s details and
organisation.

2. Tell us in 100 words or less why this
volunteer should be recognised
for their contributions to
Manningham.

For more information, visit 

   manningham.vic.gov.au/
volunteer-recognition

Join our Advisory 
Committees
We are looking for people to join our 
four Advisory Committees: Multicultural 
Communities, Gender Equality and 
LGBTQIA+, Health and Wellbeing, 
or Disability. If you have lived and/or 
professional experience, we’d love you 
to get involved. Expressions of interest 
close 19 April. To apply, visit

   manningham.vic.gov.au/
community-wellbeing-advisory-
committees

Manningham Heritage 
Festival returns in 2022 
The Manningham Heritage Festival 
will run for two weeks from 18 April  
to 2 May, joining the month-long 
Australian Heritage Festival. 
The Warrandyte Historical Society 
and the Doncaster and Templestowe 
Historical Society will be running 
activities to celebrate the rich history  
of Manningham during that time.
To see the list of activities visit

manningham.vic.gov.au/news/
manningham-heritage-festival

Provide feedback on 
our domestic animal 
management plan  
We have developed a draft Domestic 
Animal Management Plan 2021-2025 
following community feedback. 
The draft plan outlines key actions for 
Council in its management of dogs  
and cats. You can provide feedback  
on the draft plan until 12 April.
Review the draft plan at 

yoursaymanningham.com.au/
damp 

Subscribe to receive 
news in your inbox
Stay in touch with everything that 
is happening at Council and around 
our community by subscribing to 
our monthly eNewsletter. 
Receive the latest news about our 
essential services, programs, projects 
and activities, straight to your inbox 
using the our online form.

manningham.vic.gov.au/
subscribe

10 Warrandyte Diary APRIL 2022

Manningham, Yarra Ward Report

Warrandyte Festival 
SINCE THE RETURN to “so called” 
normal life, it has been wonderful to 
attend events in person and socialise 
within the community again.

The Warrandyte Festival was a perfect 
example of socialisation with laughter, 
celebration, and many festivities.

All the community groups who 
participated, in the parade and stalls, 
did so with enthusiasm and cheer.

Likewise, the many events, from 
the Rotary Art Show, to the famous 
Duck Race along the Yarra River, to 
the magnificent sound of the Battle of 
the Bands (supported by Cr Andrew 
Conlon), were warmly welcomed by 
the local community, visitors and 
participants.

The Battle of the Bands was an 
awesome event to end the Warrandyte 
Festival, with 11 bands competing, 
and three professional  judges, 
who gave their time, expertise and 
encouragement to our young and 
emerging musicians.

Congratulations to The Stewartz for 
taking 3rd place, and to 3am Already 
for 2nd place.  

And huge congratulations to Krackers 

and Koolaid for taking both 1st place 
from the judges and the People’s 
Choice award.

Also, congratulations go to Ride on 
the River for taking the Mayor’s Award, 
presented by Manningham’s previous 
Mayor Cr Andrew Conlon, whose 
passion is encouraging young people  
to pursue their dreams and ambitions, 
especially within the music sector.

Cr Conlon also gave special mention 
for  a  fabulous performance to 
Doomsday Pilot.

Café struggles
As we enjoy sitting in our favourite 

cafés enjoying food, coffee, drinks, 
and company, let’s remember the 
hardships that the hospitality industry 
is enduring from over-staffed to 
under-staffed, due to customer trends 
being difficult to predict after COVID 
lockdowns.

In addition, the reduction and 
the lack of staff in the hospitality 
industry in general, is leaving cafés and 
restaurants owners without managers 
and staff shortages.

Therefore, let’s support our local 
cafés and restaurants. 
Fire Season — Manningham Green 

Waste Disposal Days 
The declared Fire Season is now 

over and residents in Bushfire Prone 
Areas have continued to prepare their 
properties for the next Fire Season by 
cutting grass, clearing fallen branches 
and trees, chipping and mulching and 
preparing for Manningham’s April 
Green/Garden Waste Disposal Days.

To help you remove garden/green 
waste and prepare for bushfire season 
you can drop off either one car boot, 
station wagon, ute or a 6’x4’ level trailer 
load of garden/green waste on certain 
dates throughout the year.

You need to live in a Bushfire Prone 
Area to use this service and will be 

asked to show proof of residency 
(either a driver’s licence or rates 
notice) at the check-in point on the 
day.

If someone else drops off the garden 
waste for you, make sure you provide 
them with your proof.

Garden Waste Disposal Days are on 
Saturday, April 9 and Sunday, April 
10, between 8am and 4pm, at Mullum 
Mullum Reserve.

Please register to attend via www.
manningham.vic.gov.au/events/
garden-waste-disposal-days. 

Rubbish
I have heard from a number of 

residents and visitors lately regarding 
their concerns about the increase in 
dumped rubbish and dog poo along 
the Warrandyte Yarra River and in 
local reserves.

Residents say there has been a 
noticeable increase in dog poo left 
on ovals, reserves and along paths on 
popular walking tracks.

And visitors have commented on 
the increase of rubbish along popular 
roads and especially the Eastern 
Freeway.

Most people do their part and take 
their rubbish home with them or place 
their rubbish in nearby or local bins.

However, dumped rubbish is still 
being brought to my attention with 
active locals left to clean up others’ 
rubbish.

Please report dumped rubbish to the 
appropriate authority, so an official 
clean up can be organised.

Warrandyte Community Centre
Te n a n t s  o f  t h e  Wa r r a n d y t e 

Community Centre have contacted 
me regarding their thoughts about the 
proposed draft landscape plans for the 
back of the Warrandyte Community 
Centre.

Some residents have expressed their 
desire to have the grass area flattened 
with some additional natural seating 
such as rocks and benches.

Some residents have expressed they 
really like the area as it is, with its 
simple and private design and would 
like to keep it intimate and “low key”.

Alternatively, some residents have 
expressed they really like the proposed 
natural amphitheatre draft design, 
allowing for small and intimate shows 
and celebrations.

However, many residents have 
acknowledged their appreciation 
towards Manningham Council for 
extending the community consultation 
period until April 12 and for taking a 
placemaking approach towards the 
“low key” upgrade by understanding 
what is  important to the local 
community about this space and how 
Manningham might make it more 
user-friendly while keeping the local 
ambience.

Please review the draft design 
and have “your say” at ; yoursay.
m a n n i n g h a m . v i c . g o v . a u /
warrandyte-community-centre-
outdoor-upgrade.

Ward report

By CR CARLI LANGE

Rubbish left along the river Cr Andrew Conlon (right) with Battle of the Bands Judges



36th Warrandyte Art Show

Award Winners
Best in Show: Craig Davy — Coastal Bunkers
Best Oil or Acrylic: Chris White — Calm Morning Apollo Bay
Best Work on Paper: Julian Bruere — Misty Snow Gums
Best Small Art: Carol Toogood — Side by Side
People’s Choice Award: Isobel Goodman — River No.1

Highly Commended
John Kodric — John Kodric — Pallarang Homestead
Walter Magilton — Along the Darling
Alan Murdoch — Stony Rapids Warrandyte
Do Noble — Mystical Evening
Pamela Pretty — Golden Moment

Raffle Winners
1st Prize (Julian Bruere Painting): Janis McFarland
2nd2nd Prize (Ceramic pot): Norada Bartley
3rd Prize (Bunnings voucher): Pippa Birch

The Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale would like to thank its Major Sponsors 
Community Bank Warrandyte and Warrandyte Riverside  Market as well as 
Nadine Kelly (Judge), Beasley’s Nursery (plants), Obrien’s Real Estate Blackburn, 
Jellis Craig, Hoskins and Noel Jones (advertising boards), Selkirks (lighting), Rotary 
Op Shop of Warrandyte (catering) and Manningham Rotary clubs for their 
sponsorship of the Highly Commended  Award.

03 9841 5166 RyanSmith.com.au Ryan Smith MP
Suite 2 /1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East 3109

Ryan
SMITHMP

MEMBER FOR WARRANDYTE
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Surprise visitor
By SANDI MILLER
STAFF AND customers at Warrandyte 
Rotary Op Shop got a surprise one 
lunchtime in mid-March when a car 
drove through the front door.

Fortunately, no one was injured when 
the driver of an MG mistook the brake 
for the accelerator and drove across the 
pavement and through the glass door.

Acting Sergeant Greg Russell of 
Doncaster Police said the building 
was damaged in the event, so both 
the Op Shop and the café below were 
evacuated while building surveyors 
assessed the damage.

“Fire Rescue Victoria from Croydon, 
three Police units — Highway Patrol, 
Warrandyte and Doncaster — all 
attended the scene to ensure the safety 
of everyone concerned,” he said.

Sgt Russell told the Diary the driver 
was taken to hospital as a precaution 
but had no obvious injuries.

“No one was injured at all, including 
the driver,” said Sgt Russell. 

The Manager of the Op Shop, Judith 
Lightfoot, told the Diary that it had 
been just a normal day until they got 
“a bit of a surprise”.

She said  there were quite a few choice 
words said by staff and customers as 
the car burst through the doorway.

“It was a bit of a fright,” she said.
The shop was closed for nine days 

before reopening on March 28.
Judith said as they prepared to 

reopen: “The nerves of the volunteers 
are still a bit jumpy, but I think when 
we open, they will be okay”.

Making Five Ways safer Plan ahead for Porter Street roadworks
MANNINGHAM Council has been 
collecting community feedback on 
the Five Ways intersection.

The junction is a notorious 
intersection where Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road, Croydon Road, 
Husseys Lane and Brumbys Road 
meet, near the South Warrandyte 
Shell service station.

The Five Ways intersection is 
on State-controlled arterial roads 
managed by the Department 
of  Transport  (DoT,  formerly 
VicRoads).

A  C o u n c i l  s t a t e m e n t  s a i d 
Manningham Council has been 
discussing this intersection with 
the Department of Transport 
(DoT) at various levels since 2014.

R a c h e l l e  Q u a t t r o c c h i , 
Manningham’s Director of City 
Services, said Council is currently 

collating the feedback that the 
community has provided and 
getting it ready to send to the DoT.

“We have already received over 
200 comments relating to safety 
concerns,” she said.

In Januar y,  in  conjunction 
with the community feedback, 
Council undertook a survey at the 
intersection, which provided useful 
information about the number of 
users of the intersection and the 
direction that vehicles travelled.

Traffic volumes are returning 
t o  p r e - C O V I D  l e v e l s ,  a n d 
more vehicles would make the 
intersection more dangerous.

Residents are encouraged to 
provide details of their experience 
now at yoursay.manningham.vic.
gov.au/5-ways.

CONSTRUCTION teams are about to 
embark on another roadworks blitz, 
completing six months work in seven 
weeks. 
They will  be transforming the 
Fitzsimons Lane/Porter  Street 
roundabout into an traffic light-
controlled intersection.
Residents are advised that the Porter 
Street/Fitzsimons Lane intersection 
on the eastern (Warrandyte/Donvale) 
side of the road will be closed from 
April 26 for the seven-week period, 
24-hours a day, seven days a week.

From April 26, until May 14, there
will be no access to eastern end of 
Porter Street. 

Traff ic  Diversions wil l  be in 
place, taking diverted traffic along 
Williamsons Road, Foote Street, 
Blackburn Road, and Warrandyte 
Road.

Major Roads are advising there may 

be delays of up to 20 minutes for road 
users in this area during works.

There will also be no access to 
Hawtin Street from Porter Street; this 
street will be local access only.

Entry to Water Tunnel Car Wash, 
MarketPlace Fresh, Templestowe 
Reserve and BlueCross Silverwood 

will be from the Warrandyte side of the 
road closure.

Local bus route 905 is also likely to 
be affected by these works, the Diary 
and M&N Bulletin will have additional 
information about how this service is 
impacted closer to the time.

Map of Stage 1 diversion, courtesy Major Roads
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Liberal for Menzies

Authorised by C McQuestin, Liberal Party of Australia (Victorian Division), Level 12, 257 Collins Street, Melbourne VIC 3000.

Please get in touch. I’m keen to listen to you and learn how 
together we can make Menzies an even better place to live.
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The 1789 Constitutional Crisis in Australia

WHEN AUSTRALIANS hear the term 
“Constitutional Crisis”, we, of course, 
think of when Governor-General Sir 
John Kerr sacked the Prime Minister, 
Gough Whitlam, in 1975.

Subsequently, we became more 
aware that a constitution was more 
than a written document.

It also consists of conventions, 
protocols, and abstract notions, like 
the “Reserve Powers” of the Governor-
General.

What must be borne in mind is 
that the Australian Constitution of 
1901 was, in fact, an Act of the British 
Parliament.

But it was not the first British statute 
of constitutional importance to 
Australia.

The original decision in 1786 to 
colonise Australia as a dumping 
ground for Britain’s convicts and the 
excess population was all enabled by 
specific legislation and regulations that 
set out the powers and duties of the key 
players in the First Fleet.

The conflict that began to manifest 
itself when the First Fleet arrived in 
January 1788 had two major players.

The Governor, Captain Arthur Phillip, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor, Major 
Robert Ross, who was also the Military 
Commander of the colony.

Historians have tended to view the 
rancorous conflict between Phillip 
and Ross in 1788/89 as essentially a 
personality conflict, but it was much 
more than that.

The conflict also represented a 
clash in the primary purposes for 
establishing the colony, as represented 
in the enabling legislation and the 
respective Letters Patent of Phillip 

and Ross.
The reality was that Britain hoped to 

“peacefully settle” Australia but had a 
contingency plan in the event of violent 
objection by the local inhabitants.

The Lords of the Admiralty had 
learned a hard lesson in the North 
American Indian Wars of the 1760s, 
that native forces could cause great 
embarrassment to the British Army.

The only things that had saved the 
British from annihilation in Pontiac’s 
Rebellion were the survival of the Pitt 
and Detroit Stockades, plus the use of 
smallpox as a biological weapon.

Major Ross had prior firsthand 
experience with the use of smallpox 
for military purposes.

Not only had he served in the Indian 
Wars, but he had also served in the 
American War of Independence when 
the British had again used smallpox as 
a biological weapon.

So, the plan of the British in 
establishing the NSW colony was 
crystal clear.

It was going to be a peaceful invasion 
— or else.

The plain fact is that Ross was placed 
at the head of a military force of 250 
Marines.

By the 1786 Decree of King George 
the Third, Ross had the duty to ensure 
civil order in the colony and “defence 
of the settlement against incursion by 
the natives”.

On the other hand, the Letters Patent 
for Phillip emphasised the prior hope 
for peaceful settlement. 

King George accordingly instructed 
that Phillip should: “...conciliate their 
affections, enjoining all our subjects to 
live in amity and kindness with them...”

This instruction has in the past been 
given great prominence by historians, 
but the ulterior needs of Empire were 
also covered by the powers vested in 
Lieutenant Governor Ross.

His Letters Patent gave him explicit 

superiority over Governor Phillip in 
“the rules and disciplines of war”.

The colonists enjoyed convivial 
relationships with the Eora for the first 
few weeks after they arrived.

However, when the Eora went to 
share a catch of fish, Marines fired a 
volley of shots over their heads to stop 
them from “stealing” the fish.

By midyear, the harbour had been 
fished out, and both the colonists and 
the Eora faced starvation.

Relationships plummeted over the 
rest of 1788, attacks escalated, and by 
the beginning of 1789, Ross considered 
that a full-scale attack was imminent.

To  m a k e  m a t t e r s  w o r s e,  t h e 
Marine Corps was practically out of 
ammunition.

So Ross recommended that Phillip 
authorise the urgent construction of 
a stockade. 

When Phillip refused, Ross was livid 

and considered it a breach of his legally 
stipulated authority over Phillip in 
matters of war.

Ross complained by letter to the 
Admiralty, but any reply was at least 
six months away.

The colony, therefore, seemed to be 
on the brink of insurrection, save only 
for the fact that Ross was alienated 
from his Marine officers, who were all 
loyal to Phillip.

The only officer firmly in Ross’ corner 
was his second in command, Captain 
James Campbell.

Then at the peak of the crisis, seven 
Marines under the direct command 
of Campbell were found to have been 
systematically robbing the government 
store.

They were tried on March 25, 1789, 
and duly hanged.

Then, by fantastic coincidence, 
three weeks later, on April 15, 1789, 

smallpox broke out in the Aboriginal 
community. 

It swept around the continent, 
ultimately killing at least 2.5 million 
Australians.

Problem solved.
The imminent attack, the need 

for a stockade and the looming 
c o n st i tu t i o na l  c r i s i s  su d d e n l y 
disappeared on April 15, 1789.

However, it is somewhat puzzling 
why historians have never thought 
to ask if the end of this constitutional 
crisis and the outbreak of smallpox at 
Sydney Cove was a coincidence?

You be the judge.

Jim Poulter is a local history author.  
His artilces are freely available 
on the Reconciliation 
Manningham website, 
reconciliationmanningham.org.au, 
or through social media via their 
Facebook page.

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

First Fleet arrives at Sydney Cove
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Be prepared to have some fun in the great outdoors
AS AUTUMN rolls towards winter, we 
are blessed with some of the loveliest 
weather around Easter. 

A great time to go boatin’, campin’ 
or fishin’!

Warrandyte Scouts do this all year 
round and have taught me to “Be 
Prepared”.

This Easter, my extended family 
“pack” is mustering in the wonderful 
Grampians (Gariwerd). 

I need to be prepared. 
Here is a guide to essential gear every 

well-prepared dog should consider 
bringing along.

Doggie Sleeping bags, which are 
now available in a range of sizes along 
with pup tents and portable kennels.

An old blanket will always suffice — 
or I can just cuddle up to my human. 

My “drizabone” jacket comes in 

handy on those crispy autumn nights.
For any activities involving boats, 

a canine lifejacket is a must — it’s a 
long doggie paddle from the middle 
of a lake! 

A doggie seatbelt is mandatory 
whilst travelling in my “mobile kennel”. 

Remedies for travel sickness are 
readily available.

To protect my eyes, sturdy sunglasses 
are recommended. 

To remain trendy, they come in many 
fashion colours. 

When being a pillion passenger on 
a Harley, some robust goggles are a 
must — and don’t forget a helmet to 
protect the scone.

Protection of the old paws is critical 
in difficult and rocky country. 

Some doggie boots, as worn by Army 
dogs, also protect the paws on hot 

bitumen surfaces.
Dehydration can be fatal. 
A variety of different size water 

dishes are available that can quench 
the thirst between billabongs and 
creeks. 

You can never have too many!
Collapsible bowls are great for 

hiking or camping and come in many 
sizes. 

I never neglect food. 
To supplement my hunting and 

gathering techniques, it is wise to 
bring some dry doggie food along that 
contains all the correct vitamins and 
minerals et cetera. 

I always store a large cache at my 
base camp. 

For emergencies, long-lasting and 
freeze-dried snacks are available.

Don’t forget your poo bags. 

I carry biodegradable bags in my 
“poo pouch” around my neck. 

It’s also a good spot to keep your 
human’s Mastercard and mobile 
phone. 

You never know when you may need 
to ring Uber Eats!

Your local Doggie Doctor can 
advise on worming, flea, and tick 
treatments.

L o a d-carr ying e quipm ent  i s 
lightweight and sturdy these days. 

I mix and match to suit my daily 
adventures. 

I can also be fitted with a GPS tracker 
in case I get lost!

Overall, stay close to your humans 
and be respectful to the locals — 
human and wildlife alike. 

After all, it is their home, and you 
are a visitor.

Drawing by Olga Wahnich

BY ZEUS
CANINE CORRESPONDENT

Don’t let private fires escape, warns CFA

WHILE SUMMER is officially over and 
fire restrictions are ending for much of 
the state, CFA has warned that higher-
risk days could still occur well into 
autumn and urged Victorians to take 
care with open fires such as campfires 
and other private fires.

One in 10 grass, scrub, and bushfires 
are caused by escaped private fires, 
equating to more than 2,000 fires 
over the past 10 bushfire seasons that 
should never have happened, new 
CFA data shows.

CFA data shows that during the 
period of November 1 and March 
31 over the last 10 years, out of 
the vegetation fires that brigades 
responded to, 6.3 per cent were 
caused by inadequately controlled 
fires and 3.3 per cent were caused 
by fires escaping after being left 
unattended.

Another significant proportion of 
fires were caused by previous fires 
re-kindling after not being properly 
extinguished (13.9 per cent) and by 
high wind (4.1 per cent).

CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan 
said it was a timely warning to 
Victorians to take the utmost care if 
undertaking burn-offs in areas where 
the Fire Danger Period has ended 
or enjoying campfires and other 
recreational fires.

“Unfortunately, many vegetation 

fires start from escaped campfires and 
recreational fires.

“It’s vital to know how to properly 
light and maintain a campfire to make 
sure it doesn’t go bush.

“Before lighting a fire, check fire 
restrictions and weather conditions 
— not only the day of your fire but 
in the following days when a badly 
extinguished fire can flare up in warm 
and windy weather,” he said.

Victorians were reminded to never 
leave a fire unattended, even for a 
short while, as campfires can spread 
quickly without supervision.

Campers should extinguish their 
fire using water, not soil, as fires can 
still smoulder under soil for several 
days and reignite under the right 
conditions.

If a fire is cool to touch, it is safe to 
leave.

With the majority of fire restrictions 
winding up across the state, some 
residents may undertake burn-offs as 
part of property maintenance.

Still ,  Chief Officer Heffernan 
said these burn-offs can also be a 
significant risk when not done safely.

“We continue to have warm and dry 
weather across some parts of the state.

“These weather conditions have 
seen CFA crews responding to 
several escaped private burn-offs 
over the past few weeks,” Chief Officer 
Heffernan said.

“We urge people to exercise extreme 
caution when cleaning up properties 
using private burn-offs and encourage 
people to visit our website for tips on 
how to do that safely.

“It includes advice such as always 
checking fire restrictions with your 
local council and registering your 

burn on 1800 668 511, checking and 
monitoring weather conditions, and 
having sufficient equipment.

“Registering your burn-off ensures 
that if somebody reports smoke, the 
incident will be cross-checked with 
the burn-off register, which will then 
prevent volunteer firefighters being 
taken away from workplaces, families 
and potentially genuine emergencies.”

Landowners can now register their 
burn-off online at www.firepermits.
vic.gov.au.

Alternatively, you can register 
w i t h  t h e  Em e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e s 
Telecommunications Authority 
(ESTA) by calling 1800 668 511 or 
emailing burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au.

When conducting burn-offs, remain 
alert and always have resources on 
hand to extinguish the fire.
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A brief history of Warrandyte women’s work
By VALERIE POLLEY
INTERNATIONAL Women’s Day is 
celebrated in March every year.

This year it was on March 8, and as 
always, there was a flurry of newspaper 
articles and TV programs relating to 
women’s issues.

Despite the various waves of 
women’s movements seeking greater 
equality, diversity, and opportunity, it 
appears that COVID-19 has succeeded 
in reversing many of the past gains of 
the women’s movement.

However, there is much to celebrate.
Warrandyte can look back at 

generations of women who have 
endeavoured to improve their world.

Their achievements are all the greater 
because, in past times, their place in 
the world was often restricted to home 
and hearth.

These women banded together to 
achieve outcomes for the greater good.

The Warrandyte Women’s Auxiliary 
Association (WWAA) was one such 
group, with Dr Ethel Osborne as its 
long-term President.

Ethel Osborne was an international 
pioneer in women’s health with a 
lifelong interest in women’s education.

She represented Australia at several 
forums and conferences overseas.

She had both a strong will and 
boundless energy that made her a 
formidable advocate for the causes she 
championed.

The WWAA was formed during the 
early part of 1930 to promote the 
district’s welfare and foster good 
fellowship between residents and 
visitors.

Th e  A s s o c i at i o n  f i r s t  s ou g ht 
to improve the surroundings by 
petitioning Council to permit tree 
planting along the Main Road.

However, it was the Depression years 
that galvanised the group.

The Association established a fund 
to relieve local unemployment and 
organised a “Back To Warrandyte 
C h r i s t m a s  Ca r n i v a l”  ov e r  t h e 
Christmas/New Year period.

Part of the proceeds to this effort was 
also to be contributed to pay off debt 
on the new Mechanics’ Hall, the rest 
to providing funds for the relief of the 
unemployed.

Fundraising events, ranging from 
sports and aquatic carnivals to band 
performances and art shows, helped 

fund the various projects undertaken 
by the group.

WWAA was instrumental in the 
building of Everard Drive.

It provided funds for the project 
and Ethel cut the ribbon at the 
official opening in the presence of the 
Governor, Sir Stanley Argyle.

The Gold Memorial Cairn was 
another WWAA initiative suggested in 
1934; it was officially opened in 1937.

These two projects, which exist today, 
provide an everlasting reminder of the 
work of the WWAA, which appears to 
have declined once Ethel retired to 
her farm in Kangaroo Ground in 1938.

T h e r e  w a s  s o m e  o v e r l a p  i n 
membership between the groups.

The amount of work and fundraising 
they carried out was impressive, 
considering they usually managed 
their homes and raised families.

At the same time, in 1930, another 
group of Warrandyte women met 
under the guidance of Dr Osborne to 
form the Warrandyte Branch of the 
Women’s Hospital Auxiliary.

Soon, it was busy raising funds for 
the fledgling Melbourne hospital 
dedicated to treating women.

At  the same t ime,  they were 
fundraising; they were contributing 
hugely to the town’s social life with 
Lilac Balls, Wattle Teas, community 
singing, Fancy Dress balls, and working 
alongside the WWAA with fetes and 
other fund-raising activities.

This auxiliary continued its work well 
into the 1990s.

Warrandyte South ran its own 
auxiliary for the hospital, similarly 
engaged in fundraising and support.

The 1930s also saw many women 
playing an integral role in establishing 
an Infant Welfare Clinic in Warrandyte.

They formed an Infant Welfare 
Committee for the Warrandyte Centre, 
located in the Supper Room of the 
Warrandyte Hall and opened by Dr 
Vera Scantlebury (Director of Infant 
Welfare of Victoria) in May 1938.

A new Infant Welfare Centre was built 
in Yarra Street in 1946.

The funding for this modernist 
building was once again raised 
by public subscription and local 
fundraising.

It was designed by architect Fritz 
Janeba and built by local stonemason 
George Stringer using locally quarried 
stone.

Despite its additional role in helping 
the recovery after the 1962 bushfires, 
this building was demolished in the 
mid-1960s, and the Infant Welfare 
Centre moved to the kindergarten 
building on Taroona Avenue.

This, in turn, was demolished, and 
the current kindergarten/maternal 
health centre was built. 

Even this maternal health clinic is no 
more, and mothers and babies now 
have to travel out of Warrandyte to 
access the services.

Women’s role at Warrandyte Primary 
school cannot be underestimated 
either.

Across Victoria, Mother’s Clubs 

numbered over 100 by 1925.
They were a vital part of a school’s 

establishment. 
For decades, the Warrandyte Primary 

School Mother’s Club was instrumental 
in fundraising, reading help, and 
school picnics and excursions.

It ran the school canteen, providing 
lunches for students.

By the 1970s, however, with more 
and more working women, the focus 
of Mother’s Clubs changed to Parent’s 
Clubs.

The overall state organisation became 
Parents Victoria in 2000, reflecting the 
changes in membership.

Warrandyte women have never 
rested on their laurels. 

In the years after the Second World 
War, they formed the Warrandyte 
branch of the Country Women’s 
Association in 1948, which ran until 
1955, when it morphed into the 
Warrandyte Arts Association.

Warrandyte women were also 
instrumental in setting up a local 
Meals on Wheels service, establishing 
a Citizens’ Advice Bureau (1983) and 
creating support groups and church 
groups too numerous to mention.

Following the women’s liberation 
movement in the 1970s, moves towards 
greater inclusion for both men and 
women in the various community 

groups led to groups becoming mixed 
gender, more broadly based and 
focussed, influential and active.

H o w e v e r,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f 
Warrandyte benefitted hugely from 
the early work carried out by these 
women-only groups over the years. 

The organisations may have long 
ceased (or been absorbed into 
other organisations), and their work 
unrecognised or forgotten.

Women’s Day can, and should, serve 
as a reminder for us to remember 
them.

This article first appeared in the 
Warrandyte Historical Society 
Newsletter.

Nieta Manser appointed Principal at Warrandyte PS
By CLAIRE LAMBERT
STUDENTS, parents, and teachers alike 
were delighted when it was announced 
that Nieta Manser, the current Acting 
Principal at Warrandyte Primary 
School (WPS), is to be appointed as 
their substantive Principal. 

A f t e r  u n d e r g o i n g  a  f o r m a l 
recruitment process, School Council 
President, David Wells, announced the 
great news to the school community. 

As the new Principal, Ms Manser 
will continue the work she has been 
undertaking since she took the Acting 
role at the beginning of 2021. 

Nieta is a passionate educator 
and leader who uses her teaching 
and leadership experiences as 
the springboard for the work she 
undertakes at WPS. 

She is a fervent believer in building 
a team of educators who excel; 
supporting staff as they become 
involved in new initiatives and 
Professional Development.

As an advocate for Literacy, when 
arriving at Warrandyte Primary at 
the beginning of 2021 as the Acting 
Principal she began a campaign to get 
high-quality texts into the classroom 
for teachers and students to use during 
their Literacy block. 

The drive was so successful the 
school was able to purchase over 150 
books across all age groups.  

These texts are known as “mentor 
texts” that can be used to teach reading 
and writing strategies to students as 
they learn what good readers and 
writers do. 

The push for more books in the 

classroom is also part of a schoolwide 
shift to promoting student voice and 
agency in the classroom.  

“Students should be able to read 
quality literature from texts of their 
choice when practising their reading 
goals and apply the strategies taught 
in the lesson,” said Nieta.

In 2020 Nieta joined the Northeast 
Victorian Regional office as an 
Education Improvement Leader for 
Inner East schools, working with 
school leaders to build staff capacity 
to deliver improved student outcomes.  

S h e  b r i n g s  w i t h  h e r  a l l  t h e 
knowledge that she gained in this 
role and has begun to drive an agenda 
that complements and builds on 
the current practices at the school, 
including the application of the ten 
High Impact Teaching Strategies 
(HITS) that are proven to improve 
student outcomes. 

She regularly leads staff development 
and training, and has an ongoing 
commitment to creating a culture 
where students and teachers are all 
working together towards excellence. 

“Our new instructional model sets 
clear roles for the teacher, the student 
and the peers in the classroom and 
supports explicit teaching, student 
voice and differentiation,” said Nieta.

It  is  not just the pedagogical 
knowledge that Nieta is known for 
around the school. 

Anyone working with her knows that 
she strongly believes that wellbeing 
and academia are equally important.  

After two very disruptive years 
for students, families and teachers, 
this will continue to be a focus for 

Nieta as she becomes the substantive 
principal. 

“Recovery from a difficult time is a 
big consideration this year,” she said. 

Having attended War randyte 
Primary School herself, Nieta says 
she is thrilled to be able to give back to 
the community that instilled a strong 
sense of community in her.  

“Warrandyte Primary has a strong 
history and connection to our broader 
community. 

“In many ways, it still reminds me of 
how things were when I was a student 
here, but Warrandyte Primary is 
anything but the small country school 

I went to. 
“Our teachers have a very strong 

pedagogical knowledge and are 
passionate about their students 
achieving positive outcomes,” said 
Nieta. 

She believes the students get the best 
of both worlds at WPS. 

“The open spaces, strong cross-age 
relationships and of course the iconic 
Bushband are all still here, but when 
the students are in the classroom, 
they get to work with their teachers 
towards achieving their learning goals,” 
said Nieta.

Dave Wells, President of the WPS 

School Council, congratulated Nieta 
on her appointment.

“Nieta is to be congratulated — she 
submitted an outstanding application 
and her interview with the council was 
a delight.”  

“Of course, Nieta is well known to the 
school having been interim Principal 
throughout last year.  

“We would like to thank her for 
the wonderful  work to date and 
congratulate her on being appointed to 
the role. 

Nieta, we are very proud of our 
school and proud to have you leading 
it,” he says. 

Ethel Osborne and her children

Photos courtesy WARRANDYTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Everard Drive Opening

Photo supplied

Principal Nieta Manser witth students



Save time.  
Book today. Book now

Did you know you can receive your
FLU and COVID-19 Vaccination  
at the same time?
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Bring back that loving feeling
By SANDI MILLER
TRACY BARTRAM has a frypan she 
loves. 

That love has lasted longer than her 
two marriages.

She has just renewed her vows with 
her frypan at the Warrandyte Repair 
Café.

“I was with my second husband 17 
years, and I took the frypan when I 
left — I took the frypan when I left the 
first one — even though it was his best 
friend who gave it to us.”

There’s something about cast iron 
frypans — they get better with age.

She explained that even though the 
iron was still great, the handle was 
perished, so she couldn’t hold the 
pan straight.

“Where the handle went into the 
frypan itself, when I picked it up, it 
would swivel — that was dangerous, 
so I thought I’ll take it to the Repair 
Café,” she said.

I had only been to the Repair Café 
once or twice before, and — full 
disclosure — the idea of going to a 
Repair Café filled me with anxiety.

“I live with anxiety, and I live with 
depression — I’m a recovering 
alcoholic — I can go into a room with 
thousands of people that need me to 
entertain them or do a keynote — that’s 
my job —but if you ask me to go to a 
dinner party or make small talk with 
people, I have enormous trouble,” 
she said.

She considered the Ringwood Repair 
Café, but Tracy feels a real connection 
with Warrandyte having spent her 
happiest times in Warrandyte when 
her family first migrated to Australia.

“And because this was in the 
Mechanics’ Hall — and I know the 
Mechanics’ Hall — and because 
Warrandyte is my spiritual home — I 
felt less anxious.

“The first time I went, I had something 
to repair and found Carol, who sews; 
she can fix anything.

“Then I was hanging on to this frypan 
pan over lockdown.

“When I walked in with it, it was like 
an old home week, because everyone 
was like ‘Tracy, how are you going,’ 
and I saw Carol and I saw Greg down 
the back and David the coordinator 
came, he said ‘what have we got today, 
Trace?’ and I said ‘well…’ and I showed 
him my frypan.

“I just love the whole process,” she 
said.

Tracy said three men were involved 
in repairing it.

“Dave came down with some 
washers, they took the handle off, and 
there was a guy called Jelle who had 
some wood putty, and they put that in.

“And then put another washer on 
the end and he said, ‘let it sit there for 
24 hours, so it gets harder, and then 
you can use it’ — and I was just beside 
myself,” she said.

“It just makes me feel really happy to 
do that — and  I’ve got my frypan back!

“The first thing I did was go home and 
re-season it and cook something — 
boom! I’m back in the game,” she said.

Tracy said the whole idea of “reduce 
and recycle” was a foreign concept 
when she was a child.

“I didn’t grow up with that — I’m 
a kid who grew up in the 70s where 
everything was thrown away.

“My parents had a giant bin in the 
kitchen, and everything went in that, 
bottles, cans, everything.”

She said she is glad things are now 
moving toward more sustainable 
practices.

The other item Tracy had repaired 
on that day was a pair of denim jeans.

Tracy had a pair of jeans she adored 
but were now just good for gardening, 

so she brought them in to get a bit 
more life out of them and put a patch 
on them.

“I bumped into my friend Christie, 
and she came up to me and said, 
‘I’ve just taken a pair of jeans to get 
shortened, and Carol’s going to use the 
denim offcuts from my jeans to fix your 
jeans’,” Tracy said.

“I just love the fact that everyone’s 
so excited when things are repaired — 
and I’ve seen people getting chargers 
for computers fixed, instead of them 

going into landfill — even the most 
mundane things can be brought 
back to life — the whole vibe is very 
Warrandyte.” 

She said she is surprised that more 
people are not using this incredible 
resource we have in the Warrandyte 
Repair Café.

“And it doesn’t matter what it is, just 
take it down, because if they don’t have 
someone to fix it, they’ll say ‘leave it 
with us and come back next month’, 
Tracy said.”

The Repair Café is run by the 
Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute 
Arts Association. It is open 10:30am–
12:30pm on the first Sunday of every 
month at the Mechanics’ Hall, corner 
of Yarra Street and Mitchell Avenue, 
Warrandyte.

The Repair Café is always looking 
for more fixers, so if you can help 
out, contact the Warrandyte Repair 
Café Co-ordinator, David Tynan, at 
davidtyn@gmail.com.

Tracy with her fixed frypan



Judy Watson

22 Commercial Place, ELTHAM. 3095. Above Eltham Bookshop, enter from Town Square.
0409 0887 72  www.streamlinepublishing.com.au.  info@streamlinepublishing.com.au

Hours: Wed–Sat 11am-4pm, every second and fourth Sunday of the month 1pm-4pm. Also by appointment.

Also in the SP Gallery
Lynne Muir: Calligrapher and illustrator extraordinaire
David Adam: Wonderful bird photographer 
Jessica Callaway: Original art from Terri Triceratops is Free!

Books
Under a Different Star by Michael Metzger
Terri Triceratops is Free! Terri Triceratops is Free! by Cathy Oliver and Jessica Callaway

Exhibiting 
Now
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SINCE THE LAST Federal Election in 
May 2019, we’ve witnessed many more 
extreme events of the kind climate 
science tells us are becoming more 
frequent and more severe as our planet 
gets warmer.

For example, in Australia alone these 
have included the particularly bad 
drought in outback Queensland and 
NSW (which started in early 2017 and 
ended in late 2019), the bushfires that 
devastated large parts of NSW and 
Victoria in the summer of 2019-2020, 
and the recent catastrophic floods in 
Queensland and north-eastern NSW.

S o  n o w  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r, 
WarrandyteCAN believes it is crucial 
that representatives elected in the 
forthcoming election be strongly 
committed to urgent climate action.

In order to ascertain the “climate 
credentials” of candidates for our 
electorate of Menzies, we asked them 
the following questions:

1. Do you acknowledge that we are 
facing a climate emergency?

2. If not, please give reasons for your 
answer.

3. If you are successful in the election, 
what action would you personally 
take as MP for Menzies to address 

global warming and climate 
change?

4. If your climate action objectives are 
stronger than those of your party, 
how would you go about pursuing 
your objectives?

5. What is your view about the 
adequacy or otherwise of 
Australia’s current emissions 
reduction target of 26–28 per cent 
(below 2005 levels) by 2030?

6. If you regard this target as 
inadequate, what do you say the 
target should be?
At the time of writing, the Liberal,

L a b o r  a n d  G re e n s  c a n d i d at e s 
responded to our questions, while the 
United Australia Party and the Liberal 
Democrats have not.

What follows is a summary of the 
responses received.

Keith Wolahan (Liberal)

• Supports net zero emissions by 
2050 and says climate change 
should be taken seriously as part 
of our stewardship of the natural 
environment and wildlife, but he 
does not acknowledge that we are 
facing a climate emergency;

• recognises that action is required 
in the current decade, indicating 
that it is important “we focus on 
science and practical solutions 
to this incredibly complex global 
problem”;

• says that, if elected, he would 
advocate for practical measures, 
driven by technology, to achieve 
our targets and build community 
confidence to scale up our targets 
in future years;

• regards the government’s current 
interim emissions-reduction target 
of 26–28 per cent by 2030 as the 
right target, but says that if we can 
deliver on that commitment — 
with the evidence showing we will 

likely deliver up to 35 per cent by 
2030 — “we will then be able to 
scale up that ambition further.”

Naomi Oakley (Labor)

• Acknowledges that we are facing a 
climate emergency.

• Supports Labor’s climate policy 
which involves a 43 per cent 
reduction in emissions (below 2005 
levels) by 2030, saying that this is 
“ambitious but achievable” and 
would put us well on the way to 
net-zero emissions by 2050.

• Stresses the importance of a 
comprehensive climate policy, 
and of consulting with traditional 
indigenous owners in regard 
to sustainable environmental 
management.

• Expresses a commitment to 

working within the Parliamentary 
Labor Party to craft legislation to 
address climate change.

• Also strongly supports moving to 
renewable energy in an effort to 
lower electricity bills, create better 
local jobs, and lower emissions. 

Bill Pheasant (the Greens)

• Acknowledges that we are facing 
a climate emergency, and says we 
have about 10 years to stabilise 
global temperatures by rapidly 
bringing down CO2 and methane 
emissions.

• Says that if he were elected, and the 
Greens hold the balance of power, 
he would push for a 75 per cent 
reduction in emissions by 2030, 
as recommended by scientific 
consensus, and that in the process 

this would bring down the average 
electricity price for households.

• Says his objectives align with the 
Greens’ position, which is for 
urgent strong action on climate 
change, and supporting affected 
communities as coal and gas are 
phased out.

• Regards the Coalition’s emissions-
reduction target of 26-28 per cent 
by 2030 as reliant on “magical 
thinking” that we will discover 
new technologies to avoid climate 
catastrophe while still allowing 
emissions to continue to rise.

WarrandyteCAN urges voters to
prioritise climate change as an issue in 
the impending Federal Election and to 
ask who would be the best candidate 
to represent the electorate in terms of 
effective climate action. 

Make your vote a vote for climate action
By JEFF CRANSTON
WarrandyteCAN

green edge
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Best of the Fest
By SANDI MILLER
THE LONGEST serving monarchs of 
the Warrandyte Festival have finally 
had their parade.

Festival Monarchs Val Polley and Tom 
Bone led the parade to mark the official 
start of the 2022 Warrandyte Festival.

Held on the banks of the Yarra on 
March 18–19, it was a joyous occasion, 
after having been postponed since 
March 2020.

T h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  e m o t i o n 
expressed by all participants was one 
of happiness that the community could 
come together after such a long time.

This was reflected perfectly in the 
theme of this year’s Festival: Celebrate 
— Together Again.

Instead of a whole weekend activity, 
this year was a condensed affair, 
with Warrandyte Film Feast held on 
Friday night, and the rest of the event 
restricted to Saturday.

But the Festival organisers packed 
in the fun.

The weather was spectacular, which 
made the Scouts’ waterslide a hugely 
popular activity.

But so too was entertainment on 
the main stage, including the school 
performances, Battle of the Bands, and 

entertainment from a range of bands, 
headlined by The Scrims.

And if that wasn’t enough, there was 
Riccus Circus on the Riverbank Stage, 
WildlifeXposure, the Butterfly tent, 
the Flutterella Puppet Show, Silent 
Disco, roving performers as well as art 
activities, community group stalls, face 
painting a laser light show — and of 
course the Duck Race.

Results
Duck Race

First: Lovell Family 
Second: Georgie Rose Hannan 
Third: R e m y  L ,  W a r r a n d y t e 

Childcare & PreSchool
Hampers for the winning duck trainers 
were provided by Nicky White

Winners for the 2022 Warrandyte 
Festival Parade

Best overall: Warrandyte PS
Most creative: Anderson’s Creek PS
Most environmental: 
Park Orchards BMX Bike Club
Most colourful:
Warrandyte Kindergarten
Most imaginative: Duck Truck
Most magical: Yarra Warra Pre 
School

Battle of the Bands
First: Krackers & Koolaid
• a day of recording at Jets Studios
• a $300 voucher for Hans Music 

Spot in Croydon
• tickets to Summer Salt Festival 
• an Afterlife 12-inch LP 
• and long sleeve t-shirt from Ex-

Olympian, Peking Duk t-shirts and 
Teskey Brothers music

Second: 3am Already
• A $200 voucher to Hans Music Spot 

in Croydon, 
• tickets to the Summer Salt Festival 
• an Afterlife 12-inch LP 
• and long sleeve t-shirt from Ex-

Olympian, Peking Duk t-shirts and 
Teskey Brothers music.

Third: The Stewartz
• A $150 voucher to Hans Music Spot 

in Croydon, 
• tickets to the Summer Salt Festival 
• an Afterlife 12-inch LP 
• and long sleeve t-shirt from Ex-

Olympian, Peking Duk t-shirts and 
Teskey Brothers music

Mayor’s Award: Ride to the River
• A $200 voucher to Hans Music Spot 

in Croydon

• an Afterlife 12-inch LP 
• and long sleeve t-shirt from Ex-

Olympian, Peking Duk t-shirts and 
Teskey Brothers music

The People’s Choice Award: 
Krackers & Koolaid

• $100 voucher to Hans Music Spot 
in Croydon

• an Afterlife 12-inch LP and long 
sleeve t-shirt from Ex-Olympian, 
Peking Duk t-shirts and Teskey 
Brothers music

Guess the Pumpkin
The circumference of the Community 
Garden’s papier mâché pumpkin was 
258cms.
The closest guess was Emilia from 
North Ringwood with 250cms.

Film Feast
First:  Fallout
Second: Blood Rule
Third: How to Understand the 

Opposite Sex
Fourth:  Phil & Alex
Audience choice: The Wazza Award: 

Hamlet for the Fireys 

Rotary Art Show
Best in Show:

Coastal Bunkers —Craig Davy
Best Small Art:

Side by Side —Carol Toogood
Best Oil or Acrylic:

Calm Morning, Apollo Bay 
—Chris White

Best Work on Paper:
Misty Snowgums —Julian Bruere

The People’s Choice Award: 
River No 1 —Isobel Goodman 

Highly Commended Awards: 
Pallarang Homestead 
—John Kodric, 
Along the Darling
—Walter Magilton, 
Stony Rapids, Warrandyte
—Alan Murdoch,
Mystical Evening
—Do Noble,
Golden Moment
—Pamela Pretty.

For all the colour of the weekend 
see pages 18–19 and a full report of 
both Film Feast and the Rotary Art 
Show see Page 20.
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Photo STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Best Overall Float: Warrandyte Primary School

Decorated Ducks

Anderson’s Creek Primary School Town Crier: Ian Craig Doomsday Pilot

David Tynan: Warrandyte Theatre Company The Scrims

Photo STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Photos: SANDI MILLER

Kinder kid takes in the view from the float Those darn ducks

WIldlifeXposure

Doomsday Pilot Festival favourite, fairy floss

Duck racing

Photo: BILL McAULEY

Everyone loves a CFA Donut

Community Bank Warrandyte 

Festival Monarchs Tom Bone and Val Polley
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Warrandyte film makers come out to play

A sight for sore eyes — Warrandyte Art Show returns

By MARC BARRETT
IT’S BACK baby!

On the evening of Friday, March 
18, Warrandyte Film Feast emerged 
from the cultural black hole of the 
COVID years to reclaim one glorious 
late summer evening, in the name of 
celluloid culture.

Around 200 people were treated to 
local and international short films, 
music, food, and a few surprises, all 
in a wonderfully festive atmosphere.

The food, supplied by local cafés, 
CoCoa Moon and Now & Not Yet, was 
fast and delicious, and the Dylanesque 
slow groove of Marsden Williams & 
245T Band and Misty-Lite allowed 
the audience to slide into the evening 
with style.

VIP guests lent a touch of glamour, 
including actor and stunt man Richard 
Norton (Mad Max: Fury Road), and the 
one and only rap artist Coolio (yes, that 
Coolio, of Gangsta’s Paradise fame!), 
along with local artists, actors and 
film critics.

“Two years ago, I said the curtain 
will rise again,” said MC and actor 
Peter Flaherty, as the film festival 
got underway, “and now, finally, it’s 
happening!”

And on a night just cool enough for a 
nanna rug on the knees if you were so 
inclined, the eclectic mix of short films 
commenced.

Locally made  Mis-placed Paw-
prints kicked off proceedings.

Hamlet for the Fireys was next, 
paying tribute to local firefighters 
and raising awareness of the post-
traumatic stress disorders that so 
commonly impact those on the front 
lines.

Snakes and Ladders brought an air 

of international sophistication to the 
evening, while Sinc or Swim provided 
some novel comic relief.

Fallout was the standout of the first 
half of the program. 

W e l l  p r o d u c e d ,  w i t h  s o l i d 
performances and a polished script, 
the film depicted two young women 
held captive in a basement by religious 
fervour and a fear of the outside world.

Restart was one of several films 
to comment on the addictive and 
destructive nature of social media. 

Blood Rule presented a powerful 
portrait of bigotry and hysteria. 

And then, as if as a tonic, came one 
of the few documentary films at the 
festival, Brooms In: A Quidditch 
Story. 

This tale of odd-balls finding a 
“family” of like-minded people while 
playing a real-life version of the game 
of Quidditch, from the Harry Potter 
stories, hit just the right notes.

By the end of the film, you wanted to 
give them a big hug!

Black comedy, Phil & Alex, achieved 
impressive production quality for a 
low-budget sci-fi. 

Tight ly  s cr ipte d,  w el l  e di te d 
and performed, it was thoroughly 
entertaining.

When intermission was announced, 
no one could have expected the treat 
to come. 

Dragged up on stage by adoring fans, 
Coolio gave the crowd a spontaneous 
rendition of his big hit from the 90s, 
Gangsta’s Paradise, accompanied by 
Marsden Williams & 245T Band and 
Misty-Lite!

Not many people on the planet could 
get a tent full of Warrandyte’s finest 
to their feet singing raucously about 

gangster life, but Coolio had what it 
took to “raise the roof”. 

Under a full moon, with a plate of 
wood-fired pizza and Coolio pumping 
out the beats, it could have been 
Splendour in the Grass.

Very cool.
Runner, a no-dialogue genre piece, 

kicked off the second half. 
Social  and UNTAG once again 

placed social media centre stage, while 
Blue was the strange story of a young 
woman managing the odd affliction 
of turning completely blue — a visual 
metaphor for depression.

Impulse — the Flash Fan Series was 
more film trailer than film, and the 
curiously titled We Don’t Want your 
Chicken Nuggets, was a hoot.

Number 27 continued the sci-fi trend 
with a tale of a clone who begins to 
question her place in the world. 

The Queen of Diamond Creek 
Hospital  and Humdingers  were 
intriguing mixed-genre films.

The final film of the night served up a 
comic delight in How to Understand 
the Opposite Sex. 

A couple’s casual night out quickly 
descends into chaos when the subtext 

of their conversation, appearing as 
subtitles on the screen, becomes 
visible for all the characters to read. 

There’s no hiding when everyone 
can literally read what you’re thinking!

After one last beverage and some 
mingling time (and a lucky door 
prize going to local, Bronwyn), the 
winners of this year’s Film Feast were 
announced!

Fourth place, from Palace Films, went 
to the witty sci-fi, Phil & Alex. 

Third place, from Ember Dining, 
went to the cleverly written How to 
Understand the Opposite Sex. 

Second place, from Ozflix, went to 
the powerful Blood Rule. 

And the big one, the $1,000 Best Film 
award, went to the excellent Fallout. 

T h e  au d i e n c e  c h o i c e  aw a rd , 
“the Wazza” went to worthy local 
production, Hamlet for the Fireys. 

Director David Black pledged to 

invest the $500 prize in his next short 
film project about the heightened risks 
of cancer for firefighters.

The Warrandyte Film Feast was an 
exceptional community experience.

And if  the reactions from the 
delighted crowd were any indication, 
it’s an event that Warrandytians will be 
revelling in for a long time — the Film 
Feast is back, in a big way!

By MARGARET KELLY
AS WITH S O many aspects  of 
Warrandyte Festival, it was a welcome 
relief after a two-year hiatus to see the 
return of the Warrandyte Art Show, 
run by the Rotary Club of Warrandyte 
Donvale.

The restrictions caused by the 
Pandemic hit many hard, and artists 
have particularly done it tough, so 
it was wonderful to see their art 
so beautifully displayed in the 
Warrandyte Community Church.

The opening took place on Friday, 
March 18, and attendees seemed 
delighted to be able to gather together 
and were enthralled by the artwork 
on display.

There were almost 300 pieces from 
86 different artists included in the 
beautifully curated exhibition.

It was an eclectic collection — all 
sizes, mediums, topics and price 
points were included, as well as 

artworks from artists of all ages — and 
all artists are to be congratulated for 
the wonderful works they produced.

The 36th Warrandyte Art Show was 
officially opened by the MC for the 
evening Mr David George — one of 
two Rotarians who have been involved 
in every Art Show since its inception, 
the other being Rob Edwards.

Mr George welcomed, in particular, 
the renowned local artist Walter 
Magilton, who has exhibited in the Art 
Show since it began and has previously 
been a judge and a great show mentor.

The Warrandyte Donvale Rotary 
President, Judy Hall, took to the stage 
and wished all artists exhibiting every 
success before welcoming Nillumbik 
Deputy Mayor, Cr Ben Ramcharan and 
Manningham councillor Carli Lange.

Ms Hall went on to thank the 
Wa r ra n d y t e  R i v e r s i d e  Ma rk e t 
C o m m i t t e e,  C o m mu n i t y  Ba n k 
Warrandyte, Beasley’s Nursery, and 

Warrandyte Community Church for 
their sponsorships and contributions 
to the Art Show.

“Funds raised by this Art Show will 
go back into the local community,” 
Judy Hall told the Diary.

Also thanked were the volunteers 
from the Rotary Op Shop who provided 
the wonderful cheese boards and 
charcuterie which were appreciated 
by attendees.

The judge of the show was Nadine 
Kelly — an award-winning artist with 
a particular love for working with soft 
pastel — and what a difficult role she 
must have had.

There were so many captivating 
pieces across all four categories.

Nadine however did an excellent job, 
all pieces she selected were worthy 
winners and the audience was audibly 
impressed by the winning pieces, as 
there were many gasps of appreciation 
as they were unveiled.

The winner of the Best Small Art 
category was Side by Side – a water 
colour depicting a horse and his 
handler, a young boy, walking together 
by Carol Toogood.

Ms Kelly said, “you really have a 
sense of the bond that the two have 
as they are walking along.”

In awarding Best Oil or Acrylic, 
Nadine Kelly said Calm Morning, 
Apollo Bay, an oil on canvas by Chris 
White was “a beautifully executed 
painting of boats in a harbour, there 
is a sense of calm and the colour 
choices and brushwork showed great 
maturity”.

The third category announced was 
Best Work on Paper, a category Ms 
Kelly said was “very hard to judge 
because the categor y includes 
linocuts, watercolour, pencil, pastel 
and blush”. 

The recipient was Julian Bruere for 
his watercolour piece Misty Snowgums.

And finally, Best in Show was 
announced.

This was awarded to Craig Davy for 
his oil painting Coastal Bunkers.

“A stunning painting — the play of 
light and shadows across the sand 
dunes give it a depth and a great sense 
of distance,” Ms Kelly said.

The People’s Choice Award went to 
Isobel Goodman for River No 1 and 
Highly Commended Awards went to 
John Kodric for Pallarang Homestead, 
Walter Magilton for Along the Darling, 
Alan Murdoch for Stony Rapids, 
Warrandyte, Do Noble for Mystical 
Evening and Pamela Pretty for Golden 
Moment.

The 36th Warrandyte Art Show was a 
pleasure to attend, and well-deserved 
congratulations go to the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte Donvale for all the 
hard work that must have gone into 
producing a show of this calibre.

Photos: JUDY HALL

Best Work on Paper

Best Oil or Acrylic
Best in Show winner Craig Davy 
with Coastal Bunkers People’s Choice winner Isobel with her work

Do Noble with his piece Mystical Evening

Best small art, Side by 
Side, Carol Toogood

Coolio with Rosalie Ridler
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A successful first course for WTC in 2022
By JAMES POYNER
THE STAGE was set, the lights were lit, 
and the curtain raised once more on 
Warrandyte Theatre Company at the 
Mechanics’ Hall.

Our entrée for the 2022 season was 
four, original, one-act plays written by 
local writers.

The four plays on offer delved deep 
into human emotions and challenge 
social norms.

The first act consisted of two plays 
that explored the ethics of choice.

In Consideration, we find out the 
truth behind the legend of the genie in 
the lamp and learn that no wish is ever 
simple and that the old proverb “you 
can’t have your cake and eat it too” 
rings true in our modern lives.

The Replacement explores the nature 
of sacrifice.

If you could sacrifice your life, to 

save another — to save your hero — 
would you?

The uncaring, indifferent Agent of 
destiny played by Caroline Shaw is 
reminiscent of both the Angel in It’s a 
Wonderful Life and the dry rhetoric on 
the machinations of reality as written 
by Douglas Adams in his Hitchhiker 
series, and provides humour as we 
spend 20 minutes exploring one of 
the deepest questions in the human 
psyche — why am I here?

With the philosophy of life slowly 
digesting, washed down with a glass 
of wine or two, we moved on to the 
second Act with two plays that explore 
the changing dynamics of what the 
words “family” and “relationship” 
truly mean.

Michael Fiddian’s The Distance 
Between is intentionally heavy and 
emotionally challenging but highlights 
the complexity of male emotion, 
especially in the family setting, and the 
intergenerational dynamic between a 
father and son — who is now also a 

father himself.
While this piece was written and 

performed well, it is a challenge to 
watch — but is also timely and can 
be a catalyst to help men in similar 
situations find a way to talk about their 
feelings.

The final play, Love, Death and that 
Three Letter Word, written by Suzy 
Wilds, also tackles and challenges tired 
social norms and family dynamics, 
but this time between a mother and 
daughter.

Casting off the shackles of an old-
fashioned marriage, the mother is 
exploring her new found freedoms, to 
the horror of her daughter.

The author’s work in a sexual health 
clinic is a clear influence for this piece, 
in which both Caroline Shaw and Lisa 
MacGibbon handle the light and shade 
of the script adeptly — a script filled 
with ugly truths about stereotypes 
and some good humour to help lift 
the tension.

The simple beauty of these pieces 

is framed by the simple sets, a shared 
black bench with a few accent props 
to establish the mise en scene, along 
with some inspired lighting and sound 
design — a particular nod to the 
lighting of the genie.

This was an enjoyable exhibition of 
local writers and local actors with four 
theatrical morsels which made the 
audience laugh and encouraged one 
to question the status quo — two hours 
I was happy to give to Warrandyte 
Theatre Company.

If you are kicking yourself for missing 
these gems, look out for the future 
offerings on the  Warrandyte Theatre 
Company calendar.

Up next is Blackbird, by David 
Harrower, which will open at the 
Mechanics’ Hall in late May.

Director Lisa MacGibbon discusses 
her reasons for choosing this play:

“It  is  a multi-award winning, 
(challenging) play (and film) that 
lays open thoughts on victimhood 
and blame but is also a story of 

perseverance, survival, and rebuilding, 
which leaves us with questions to 
consider,” she said.

This is followed in July by Arthur 
Miller’s A View from the Bridge.

Director, Grant Purdy, for whom this 
is his favourite Miller play, will stage 
the play on the floor, enabling the 
audience to surround and focus on the 
characters and the action — a perfect 
way to absorb the intensity of Miller’s 
superb writing and the emotion of the 
dialogue.

Then, fingers crossed, the long-
awaited Calendar Girls will finally have 
its time in the spotlight.

The 2022 season is shaping up to 
have something for everyone and the 
company is making a determined 
return to the stage and continuing 
to show that our community theatre 
is something our town can be proud 
of — I am especially looking forward 
to the Miller piece and a chance to 
reconnect with a play I haven’t read 
since High School.

review

Photos supplied WARRANDYTE THEATRE COMPANY

Caroline Shaw and Tony Clayton in The Replacement Jack Stringer and Adrian Rice in The Distance Between

Simone Kiefer and Rebecca Rose in Consideration Caroline Shaw in Love, Death and that Three Letter Word
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what’s happening

Warrandyte 
Riverside Market
Saturday, May 7
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

Tunstall Square Market 
Sunday, April 24
9am–2pm
Tunstall Square Centre, 
Donvale.

Hurstbridge Market 
Sunday, May  1
9am–2pm
Hurstbridge Primary School

Park Orchards Market
Saturday April 16
10am–2pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue, 
Park Orchards

St Andrews  
Community Market
Saturdays
9am–2pm 
Kangaroo Ground -  
St Andrews Road,  
St Andrews 

Local markets

Event: Kim Charbonneau exhibition
Where:  Now & Not Yet Café 

148 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Now until June
Info:  Kim Charbonneau’s beautiful photography at 
the NaNY Gallery.

Event:  Open Mic Night
Where:  Warrandyte RSL

113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
When: Every Thursday from 6:30pm
Info:  Get up and sing, play or dance the night away.

Event: Local / Remix: The Cultural Collections of 
Nillumbik Shire Council

Where: The Barn Gallery, Montsalvat
7 Hilcrest Avenue, Eltham

When:  April 7– May 29
Info:  Local / Remix: The Cultural Collections of 
Nillumbik Shire Council is an exciting new exhibition 
featuring works from Council’s art, civic and public art 
collections.This free exhibition considers what art and 
artefacts can tell us about place and perceptions of a 
local identity.

Event: Eltham Jazz, Food & Wine Festival 2022
Where: Edendale Community Environment Farm

30 Gastons Road, Eltham
When: Saturday, April 9, 1pm–10pm
Info:  Chill out and kick back to the sounds of jazz, 
blues and soul artists among the leafy gardens while 
enjoying a delicious variety of food and a glass of local 
wine, pint of beer or tipple of gin.

Event: Warrandyte Rocks Treasure Hunt
Where: All over Warrandyte
When:  From April 9
Info:  During the Easter holidays Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House will launch a treasure hunt 
encouraging kids to get creative and enjoy nature play 
whilst hunting for painted rocks. Like W’dyte Rocks on 
Facebook. See Page 24 for more details. 

Event:  Yarning with Uncle Chris
Where:  Hodson Road, Warrandyte
When: Sunday, April 10, 10am–12pm
Info:  You are invited to sit with Arrernte elder, Uncle 
Chris Peltherre Tomlins in circle. He will be sharing his 
personal journey, the way colonisation has impacted his 
family, and continues to impact his people today. 
More infomation and bookings: 
www.trybooking.com/886669

Info: Sunday Sessions at the Grand
Where: Grand Hotel Warrandyte

110 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: Sundays, April 10 and 24, from 3pm
Info: Follow Grand Hotel Warrandyte on social 
media or visit grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au for 
session details.

Event: Kids Yoga
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House

Corner Yarra and Webb Streets, Warrandyte
When:  April 20, 2–3pm
Info:  FREE trial class in school holidays.  
8-week course starting in Term 2. Mindfulness and yoga 
classes for kids aged 5-9 years. Bookings required
Visit www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au for 
more information.

Event:  Anzac Day March and Service
Where:  Warrandyte RSL

113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
When:  April 25, 10:30am – 1pm
Info:  March along Yarra Street beginning at 
Whipstick Gully carpark, followed by commemorative 
service at the RSL.  Clubrooms will be open with limited 
numbers.

Event:  Bands by the Bridge
Where: Warrandyte RSL

113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
When:  Sunday, May 1, 4pm
Info:  Bands By the Bridge is on May 1, due to Anzac 
Day. This month Jason McDaniel, country music and a 
regular at Tamworth will make you want to get up out of 
your seat, grab a drink and hit the dance floor.

Event:  Cake Decoration
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House

Corner Yarra and Webb Streets, Warrandyte
When:  Wednesday, April 27, May 4 12:30pm–2:30pm 
Info:  Always wanted to learn how to make an insta 
worthy cake? Why not try our hands on cake decorating 
workshops. Not only will you be guided by a professional 
cake maker — but you will then have access to our 
Library Of Things (LOT) cake decorating kits to use at 
home. The course is designed to guide you, step by step, 
while providing you with countless tips and tricks along 
the way. $70, including membership to LOT.
Visit www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au for 
more information.

Event:  Warrandyte CFA volunteer recruitment
Where:  Warrandyte CFA 

2 Harris Gully Road, Warrandyte
When:  Wednesday, April 27, 7:30pm
Info:  Information session for operational firefighters.  
Recruit intake commencing July 2022.
www.warrandytecfa.org.au/join
Event:  Nillumbik Artists Open Studios
Where:  Various locations around Nillumbik
When:  April 30, May 1, 10am–5pm
Info:  28 Artists across Nillumbik open their studio 
doors. See Page 27 for more information.

Event:  Website Design
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House

Corner Yarra and Webb Streets, Warrandyte
When:  Starting May 2, Mondays and Thursdays 

10:15am–1:15pm
Info:  Cost $20.  Learn how to make a website from 
start to finish.  Ideal for small businesses.
Refer to www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 
for more information

Event:  Warrandyte Repair Café 
Where:  Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute Hall

Corner Yarra Street and Mitchell Avenue, 
When:  Saturday, May  7, 10:30am–12:30pm
Info:  What do you do with a broken toaster? Or 
with a bike when the wheel runs out of true? Or with a 
sweater full of moth holes? Toss it? No way! Bring it to 
Warrandyte Repair Café at the Mechanics’ Hall on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Event:  Beeswax Wraps
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House

Corner Yarra and Webb Streets, Warrandyte
When:  Saturday, May 21, 2pm–4pm 
Info:  Beeswax wraps are eco-friendly, reusable and 
make a great gift.  Learn how to make your own beautiful 
and natural food wrap in this fun workshop. Cost $20.
Refer to www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 
for more information.

Easter Church Services
Uniting Church

Friday, April 15,   9am  
Good Friday Service
Sunday, April 17,  10:15am  
Easter Sunday Service

Community Church
Friday, April 15, 9am 
Good Friday Service
Sunday, April 17, 10am  
Easter Sunday Service 

Anglican Church
Thursday, April 14, 7pm  
Passover Seder 
Bookings Required  
($5 Cost to cover food )
Friday, April 15,  9:30am  
Good Friday Service  
Sunday, April 17  10am  
Easter Sunday Service

Catholic Church 
Tuesday, April 12, 7:30pm  
Forgiveness Service 
Holy Spirit North Ringwood
Thursday, April 14, 7:30pm  
Last Supper at St. Anne’s Park 
Orchards
Friday, April 15,  3pm  
The Lords Passion, 
St. Gerard’s Warrandyte
Saturday, April 16, 7pm
Vigil  Easter Mass at St. 
Gerard’s Warrandyte
Sunday, April 17,10:30am
Easter Mass 
St. Gerard’s Warrandyte

Good Friday  
Stations of the Cross at 

Stiggants Reserve 10:30am
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Unexpected encounters by the river

“Fool, death ain’t nothin’ but a 
heartbeat away
I’m livin’ life, do or die, what can I 
say?”

SOUNDS DRAMATIC much? 
I think not. 
There I was, sauntering along, 

heading to the Warrandyte Film Feast, 
nibbling on a handful of berries and 
some dodgy-looking mushrooms I’ve 
foraged on my journey out my back 
gate, down the embankment and it’s as 
I’m sliding into the river when I feel IT.

I feel not just the squelching of mud 
between my toes. 

Nor just the slight tearing of sword 
grass on my shin skin. 

But that sphincter tightening feeling 
of scales, as old-mate tiger snake is 
sliding out of the water, in a direct line 
to my inner thigh.

My dubious-at-best, high school 
physics knowledge deserts  me 
completely here. 

There is a complete rip in the space-
time continuum. 

Marty McFly has enough time to go 
Back to the Future and Forward to the 
Past as I perceive all 68 years as it takes 
the wild reptilian beast three seconds 
to glide along the Yarra and between 
my currently paralysed lower limbs.

With a flick of a forked tongue, a 
wink of an eye and a shake of a tail, 
we part ways. 

I continued on my wobbly-legged 
way across the river, straight into the 
Film Feast and to calm my nerves with 

a pizza and a keg of Kellybrook Cider.
The Wazza-D film nerds must have a 

wilder reputation than their outwardly 
mild-mannered, if not slightly dorky 
appearance would suggest. 

For not only was there at least four 
security guards crunching up the 
gravel with their chunky security guard 
grade footwear. 

Their walk-bys are timed to perfection 
to accelerate the viewer’s heart rate at 
the suspenseful moments on screen. 

Surprisingly, we were also graced 
with the presence of  the local 
constabulary numerous times. 

Someone must have made an 
appointment. 

Perfect when you have a film festival 
on an outdoor screen and they keep 
going past with high beams on at two 
miles an hour with their diesel engine 
rumbling.

A few short films before intermission 
I was beginning to regret my pre-film 
berry and mushroom forage. 

Out the corner of my eye, I swore I 
could see a little Orange Fraggle sitting 
a couple of seats away. 

It didn’t matter how many times 
I blinked my eyes, the apparition 
remained. 

Imagine my discombobulation when 
the Fraggle arose from its seat, grabbed 
a microphone, and began to rap:

“As I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death
I take a look at my life, and realise 
there’s nothin’ left”
Deja vu rippled through me.
Now I knew what was going on in 

the kitchen. 
Although it made absolutely no 

sense that there would be an American 
Grammy award-winning R+B singer at 

the Warrandyte Film Feast, after the 
night I’d had — of course — Coolio. 

Why not?
I have braved using the pedestrian 

crossing on the bridge at 5:15pm, I’ve 
dodged all the dog and duck poo on 
the footy oval at night without a torch, 
hell I’d just wrestled the fifth most 
venous snake in the world with my 
bare hands. 

I had earned the right to join the 
chorus: 

“Been spendin’ most their lives, livin’ 
in the gangstas’ paradise
Keep spendin’ most their lives, livin’ 
in the gangstas’ paradise”.
After a lot of short films, this loc’d out 

Gangsta had run out of adrenaline and 
it was time to go home.

I was stuck between the river or 
walking the long way home. 

Neither appealed. 
It was time to hitch a lift, but my 

chant of ‘We’re all going home in the 
back of a divvy van” was correctly 
ignored.

A big sleep was required, for the next 
day was the Warrandyte Festival. 

Like the Film Feast, it hadn’t been 
able to run since 2019. 

Those CFA hot jam doughnuts were 
not going to eat themselves. 

The Warrandyte Primary School’s 
Fairy Floss was not going to decay teeth 
from a distance. 

I had a moral obligation to eat 
and drink my way through all the 
community stalls to make up for the 
last couple of years. 

“Been spendin’ most our lives, enjoyin’ 
livn’ in Wazza D Paradise
Gonna keep spendin’ most our lives, 
enjoyin’ livn’ in Wazza D Paradise”

By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado

A community captured in time for future generations
By JAMES POYNER
THE LIONS CLUB of Park Orchards has 
buried a time capsule in Park Orchards 
as part of the Community Recovery 
Wall project.

On Monday, March 14, current 
Club President Trevor Street, Club 
Secretary Robert Ellis and previous 
Club President Stephen Scott sealed 
away a collection of CDs, USB sticks, 
drawings, photos, Coronavirus/
lockdown paraphernalia, and local 
newspapers, which are not expected to 
see the light of day until 2072.

The time capsule,  along with 
the Recovery Wall, symbolises the 
resilience and coherence of the Park 
Orchards community over the previous 
two years.

Club Secretary Robert Ellis told us he 
hoped the Park Orchard’s community 
of 2072 would be able to unseal the 
capsule and get a sense of what life 
was like for their community in the 
early 2020s.

Photos supplied
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into the green
By JENNAH ROSE

There is abundance in the understorey

INTO THE GREEN is a monthly 
reflection inspired by the practice of 
Forest Therapy.

As I sit, all around me are the sounds 
of autumn gardening, and what a 
pleasure many of us have to own a 
garden. 

During lockdowns last year, I took 
time to reconsider the garden where 
I live and its transformation in the 
ebb and flow of 54 years of Australian 
seasons. 

My parents built on their acre in 1968 
in an area empty of houses.

With clay soil  devoid of ideal 
nutrition, they landscaped minimally 
around the house. 

Gardening was trial and error, and 
eventually only survivors remained, 
w i t h  re p l a c e m e n t  b e i n g  l o c a l 
indigenous flora. 

Aside from hakeas and a ponded frog 
area, it has become a thriving native 
bushland offering seasonal meadows 
of chocolate lilies and exquisite native 
orchids. 

And by “thriving” I don’t just mean 
the greenery but insects, reptiles, birds 
and mammals too. 

Over the years we kept records of the 
birds sighted and to date have listed to 
86 species. 

O f  l at e,  t hat  l i s t  ha s  g re at l y 
diminished, the last Aussie Backyard 
Bird Count being just 14 species, 
dominated by larger birds. 

We no longer see microbats, sugar 
gliders, jewel spiders or giant emperor 
gum moths. 

And so, quietly watching, I ponder 
this decline.

Sure there is Climate Change, but 
what seems evident is the “tree-
change” activity — the clearing of 
trees and understorey and the fencing 
of properties. 

The planning and controlling that 
occurs when designing our patch. 

Each to their own, but intuition tells 
me there is a likely link. 

So being the person who now takes 
care of the acre, I decided on a new 
approach.

I knew that some smaller birds only 
fly to the ground to eat from a perch 
no more than 1 metre above, and that 
the food chain begins in leaf matter on 
the ground.

I  questioned the following of 
convention to cut, trim, pull out and 
turn soil.

I thought about time, and how the 
four European seasons reduce my idea 
of gardening to growing, flowering, 
seeding and dying back.  

Researching the Wurundjeri way, 
I found seven seasons: bierap, luk, 
waring, guling, poorneet, buath garru 
and gunyang, which opened my eyes 
to the interconnectedness of all garden 
life. 

There are areas on the property that 

have been left as natural bush, but for 
the rest, I usually relentlessly mow the 
grassy areas in spring, clear all dead 
wood and fallen trees, and keep the 
understorey to a minimum, all in the 
name of fire safety.

It is not that I in any way advocate 
not paying attention to fire safety, 
but frankly on a hillside property of 
beautiful trees and with “new normal” 
fires being gargantuan, unpredictable 
goliaths that demolish everything in 
their path in under a minute, our safety 
plan is to simply get out. 

So last spring, tossing up between an 
abundance of exquisite natural life or a 
dried up, water-hungry, patch was an 
easy decision.

I mowed only till the spring growing 
slowed, and these areas remained short 
while the rest went to seed, collapsing 
to shade the earth from heat and 
provide cover for numerous life forms 
while reducing its watering needs.

The little lawn became a feast for 
bees and spiders that roll themselves 

up in leaves made an appearance after 
more than a decade.

Blue tongue lizards have been seen 
again and joy or joys, the LBJ varieties 
have increased.  

Commonly known as little brown 
jobs (LBJs), we once had an abundance 
of them: seven species of honeyeaters, 
four of robins, three of thornbills, two 
each of pardalotes, swallows, fantails, 
whistlers and tree creepers plus, 
flycatchers, shrike tits, sitellas, silver 
eyes, Jacky Winters, swallows, finches 
and blue wrens. 

T h e s e  l i t t l e  b e i n g s  r e q u i r e 
understorey; thicker, bushier foliage 
closer to the ground that protects them 
from competitors and predators and 
houses the food they eat. 

Aside of the blue wrens and eastern 
spinebills, all the above LBJs had 
disappeared... until recently!

We have water stations situated in 
good viewing range, and everyday 
this summer yellow robins, striated 
thornbills,  pardalotes and New 

Holland Honey Eaters have share a 
morning wash. 

Of course there could be other 
reasons for this, but I am left to wonder 
if my strategy may be working. 

Meanwhile it is good to hear the 
whistling of a powerful owl chick and 
witness its silent glide through the 
night air and to see skinks scuttling 
about and sun highlighting elegant 
stalks of native grasses. 

I don’t want to live a life in fear of 
climate issues. 

Rather, taking time to connect shows 
me that every fallen leaf or gumnut has 
its place, and living with such things is 
easier and preferable to control. 

I am surrounded by curious, lively, 
rich and vivid abundance, and in this 
way, it takes on a whole new meaning. 

 Jennah Rose is a certified Forest 
Therapy guide running walks in 
the Dandenong Ranges. You can 
find her at www.temple4.life or on 
Instagram at temple4foresttherapy

We are going on 
a rock hunt!

By LANA BEDFORD
WARRANDYTE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
HOUSE

DURING THE Easter school holidays 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
will launch a treasure hunt encouraging 
kids to get creative and enjoy nature 
play whilst hunting for painted rocks. 

You may have joined us at Warrandyte 
Festival where we invitied festival-
goers to decorate rocks.

We are hiding them in locations 
across Warrandye — under trees, in 
cafés, shops and playgrounds.

You never know where they might 
turn up.

There are two ways to take part — you 
can hunt for rocks in Warrandyte, or 
you can create your own painted rocks 
for others to find.  

This activity is a brilliant way to get 
kids away from screens.  

It is creative, active and social and, 
most importantly, it is exciting.  

It really is a fun-for-all-ages activity.  
To play please like the new W’dyte 

Rocks Facebook page for further 
information about the hunt.

Photo supplied

Spotted Pardalote Chocolate Lily

Photo Supplied

Warrandyte Rocks!
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Tree Pruning And Removal

Weeding And Mulching

Hedge Trimming

Property Maintenance

& Odd Jobs

Jake Clancy
Qualified Arborist

    0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare

mob.
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I DON’T REALLY want to write a 
political piece.

I am more into flowers and peace 
than pointing fingers at situations 
happening in the world.

But I thought that I should not ignore 
the situation in Ukraine. 

I think of Ukraine and think of 
sunflowers, as I imagine we all do now. 

I never envisaged their fields of 
sunflowers before. 

Southern France and Tuscan 
sunflowers… yes. 

I am sure we all have memories or 
dreams of them.

Last Summer or maybe it was pre-
lockdown/COVID/stress, I travelled 
down to a stunning sunflower field 
near Geelong. 

I  stood amongst the 2m high 
sunflowers that stretched as far as the 
eye could see.

No one was around to watch as I 
stood there fascinated by the size, 
variety and complexity of the flower 
heads. 

Funny stories have been told of 
wedding couples sneaking into the 
field for private photos much to the 
horror of the farmer. 

I saw Van Gogh’s Sunflowers in the 
National Portrait Gallery in London 
on my last trip overseas. 

A vision of loveliness at the end of 
a gallery. 

But one of the most beautiful 
experiences came today when I 
popped a request for all my garden 
group members to send me photos of 
sunflowers in their summer gardens. 

Photo after photo of beauty, colour 
and variety came to me through 

Messenger. 
Community. 
Friends with gardens. 
Peace.
It made me emotional to see just how 

a simple flower image could invoke 
such joy for so many. 

Pride of a beautiful photo taken, a 
green thumb effort or just a memory. 

I am hoping the people of Ukraine 
living in such desperate situations 
think of the flowers of their country.  

I hope they are comforted to know 
that a packet of simple seeds and 
some soil will bring memories of 
their homeland wherever they end up 
relocating. 

Autumn really isn’t the time for 
planting sunflowers. 

They don’t like frosts… they like 
full sun, with protection from strong 
winds, which can break their stems. 

The best time to plant sunflower 
seeds is in spring, although in many 
parts of Australia, they will grow year-
round, if you take into consideration 
it can take between 55 and 70 days 
between sowing and producing 
flowers in ideal situations. 

The narrow end of the seed is where 
roots will emerge, so putting this end 
down saves the plant from having to 
right itself in the ground. 

Place the sunflowers one to two 
inches deep, point-down, every six 
inches or so, and then cover them up.

They’re an easy plant to grow, 
as long as they get plenty of water 
and sunshine — and are perfect for 
teaching kids how to garden. 

Part of the magic of sunflowers is that 
the flowers will turn to face the sun as 
they grow.

Often a sunflower head can have up 
to 1,200 seeds. 

As we know they are often attacked 
by cockatoos and other parrots, which 

love the oil-rich seeds. 
For parrots, sunflower seeds are like 

a candy store. 
Giving native birds black sunflower 

seeds should be avoided altogether; 
though a small quantity of grey-striped 
sunflower seeds is fine.

April is the month of autumn leaves, 
berries, and bulbs.

It is the time to plant your winter 
vegetable seedlings. 

Maybe try something new this year. 
Cauliflowers, cabbage, broccoli, 

leeks, silverbeet, spinach and onions 
are all ready to be planted now in 
your vegetable gardens that have been 
cleaned up from summer crops. 

Make sure you add blood and 
bone, compost, manure or complete 
fertilisers so your seedlings have the 
best start. 

Make sure you keep the water up to 
them all. 

The days are still very dry with the 
Autumn rains being elusive. 

Now is the time to also plant foxglove 
seedlings. 

Always a favourite of mine in the back 
border of the garden. 

Also, I have to have a shoutout for 
my nandinas that are at the moment 
a vivid blur of oranges, reds and lime 
greens. 

They never cease to amaze me that 
they survive all summer with minimal 
if no effort and then only complement 
the colours of autumnal falling leaves. 

A brilliant reliable plant that loves 
Warrandyte. 

Remember, while the trials of COVID, 
isolation and the uncertainty of the 
world around us is a weight... stand 
tall and face towards the sun. 

It will make you warm.

BY KATHY GARDINER

gardening

Sunflowers bring thoughts of happy times
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Pottery Expo founder praised by Council

Walking through a Waterlily Wonderland

M A N N I N G H A M  C o u n c i l  h a s 
recognised Jane Annois for her 
outstanding contribution to ceramics 
and her stewardship of the Warrandyte 
Pottery Expo. 

Jane established the expo in 2001 with 
24 potters and has grown the event, 
which has hosted 2,000 potters over 
the 22 years. 

“Jane has maintained a high level 
of quality for the Pottery Expo,” said 
Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert. 

“The Expo’s success has been in no 
small part influenced by the selection 
and curating of some of the best works 
from potters and ceramic artists across 
Australia. 

“In 2021 the Expo hosted the 
International Academy of Ceramic, 
showing the importance and impact 
in the ceramic community.”

Thousands of visitors experience 
the Expo each year, experiencing 
the displays and stal ls  as  well 
as  par t icipating in workshops, 
demonstrations and presentations. 

The Expo has continued to act as 
professional development for novice, 
student and expert ceramic artists alike. 

Further testament to the cross-
cultural impact, French artists who 
have visited on multiple occasions 
now regularly meet and colloquially 
call themselves “the Australian Group”. 

The Expo has been the springboard 
for other exhibitions and opportunities 
in Australia, including exhibitions at 
Manningham Art Gallery. 

The Expo is an important event 
for the Warrandyte community, 
solidifying artistic connections in the 
area, which has supported other art-
based opportunities such as the recent 
photography exhibitions at Taffy’s Hut. 

“The Expo is well supported through 
the community with sponsorship and 
support from local businesses and 
community organisations. 

“I was honoured to open this year’s 
Expo and announce our commitment 
t o  i t s  f u t u re  w i t h  a  f o u r- y e a r 
Community Partnership Grant” Cr 
Kleinert said. 

Jane will still be heavily involved in 
the expo, organising guest artists and 
music, though she is  handing the 
reigns to Rosemary Irons and Janice 
Keen. 

PHOTOGRAPHERS living in the 
Yarra Valley are surrounded by 
a smorgasbord of photographic 
opportunities.

Here, in Warrandyte, we have the 
wildlife and the heart-aching beauty 
of our wonderful river that winds 
through the mist-laden valley. 

The birds are a speciality of our 
local photographers; just look at 
the Warrandyte Nature page on 
Facebook to appreciate the talent of 
Warrandyte’s photographic artists.

Nearby we have countless ways to 
capture the beauty of the Valley.

Our cameras can focus on the 
sunsets, wildflowers and the beauty 
of the rolling hills and vineyards, all 
the way across the Yarra Valley to the 
Healesville Sanctuary.

There is  a  special  place for 
photography at Blue Lotus Water 
Garden at Yarra Junction. 

You can enjoy the spectacular 
beauty of thousands upon thousands 
of lotus and waterlily flowers spread 
over acres of beautiful gardens.

April is the best time to come 
a n d  s e e  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f 
perennial Autumn flowers such as 
bougainvillea, sunflowers, hibiscus, 
impatiens, salvias and petunias 
provide a kaleidoscope of colour. 

Other highlights include the world’s 
biggest waterlily species, the Giant 

Amazon Waterlily. 
April is also when our display of 

Native Australian waterlilies and 
lotus flowers are at their best.

This month’s column will focus 
on capturing the simple beauty and 
vibrant colours of waterlilies.

Firstly, attach a telephoto lens to 
your camera. 

This will enable you to get up close 
to some of the beautiful lilies that 
may be just out of your reach and 
closer to the middle of the pond.

T r y  t o  b e  b o l d  w i t h  y o u r 
composition and make the lily the 
star of the show.

Choose a small aperture for your 
F-stop, such as F11 or F16, and focus 
on the closer petals, rather than the 
petals further away from the camera. 

This will give you the maximum 
depth of field you will need to ensure 
the whole flower is sharp and in 
focus.

Set your ISO to 800; this will also 
increase your depth of field. 

The lilies open up towards the sky, 
so the flower should be evenly lit 
whether you are shooting in sunlight 
or cloudy conditions.

Now you are set, start walking and 
stay ready.

Photography is an adventure, and 
you never know what’s around the 
next corner. 

It could be the most spectacular 
bloom you’ve ever seen, or perhaps a 
tiny frog or a bee may have landed on 
a lily flower just as you come around 
the corner. 

Snap, that’s one for the collection!
The array of vibrant colours and 

different types of blooms set in this 
water wonderland is truly inspiring.

I would like to share some images 
with you that I took with my new 
Fujifilm Mirrorless Camera.

In fact, this shoot was the first time 
I used my new camera.

Blue Lotus Water Garden
2628 Warburton Hwy
Yarra Junction 3797
Ph 5967 2061

1. These beautiful pink Nymphaea
Nouchali [Pink Lily of India]
Taken with a Fujinon 70mm-
300mm telephoto lens, 220th
second at f16, 800 ISO

2. This vibrant Nymphaea Tina was
bred by Van Ness Watergardens in
1974. Taken with a Fujinon 70mm-
300mm telephoto lens, 640th
second at f8, 800 ISO

3. A busy bee gathers pollen in
this beautiful pink Nymphaea
Gloriosa.
Taken with a Fujinon 70mm-
300mm telephoto lens, 1300th
second at f8, 800 ISO

4. This beautifully mauve/blue
Nymphaea blue Gigantea is native
to Northern Australia.
Taken with a Fujinon 70mm-
300mm telephoto lens, 140th
second at f8, 800 ISO

With BILL McAULEY

talking images

1

2
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Cr Laura Mayne, Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert, Jane Annois and Cr Carli Lange
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A classic Western with a message for today

Visit Nillumbik artists in their natural environment

High Noon
Stars Gary Cooper, Grace Kelly and 

every movie bad guy — ever.

A LONE SHERIFF, abandoned by 
his entire community, stands up to a 
menacing bully and his cronies.  

Everyone else is afraid of enraging 
the bully. 

Now, why would this movie come to 
mind just now?

High Noon was indeed a film with 
a message for its time, and that 
message still stands, although its target 
audience has now expanded onto the 
world stage.

This movie was made in 1952 when 
the US was in the grip of McCarthyism 
— an era of fear, especially of the 
“Other”, and when “Reds under the 
Bed” were everywhere.  

With Hollywood in particular in 
his sights, Senator Joseph McCarthy 
fought a ruthless battle against actors, 
writers — anyone in the film industry 
who might be sending subversive 
messages to the public and turning 
them into Communists. 

The infamous hearings (at the 
well-named House of Un-American 
Activities), when even the biggest 
celebrities were asked not only to prove 
themselves to be NOT Communist, but 
to dob in anyone they thought MIGHT 
BE a Communist.

This led to the even more infamous 
Black List  — naming all  those 
suspected of being even the lightest 
shade of pink, who would never work 
in Hollywood again.

Against this background of “conform 
or be damned”, came High Noon.  

Gary Cooper plays John Kane, Sheriff 
of the little town of Hadleyville, who 
has taken the town from a wild, 
uncivilised settlement where a “good 
woman couldn’t even walk down the 
street” to a decent, civilised place.  

In almost the first scene, with his 
job seemingly done, Kane marries 
his sweetheart, Amy Fowler, a Quaker 
girl half his age (played by a gorgeous 
Grace Kelly) and is about to leave 
Hadleyville to become a storekeeper 
in another town.  

But news breaks that the notorious 
Ben Miller (who Kane caught and 
sent back East to be hanged until 
the do-gooders there commuted his 
sentence), has served his five years 
and is due on the noon train to wreak 
vengeance on Kane.

At first, Kane takes off with Amy to his 
new life, so he simply won’t be there 
when Miller arrives. 

Then he realises there will be no rest 
until he faces the bully and stops the 
harassment of both himself and the 
town he loves.  

Amy is horrified and, as a Quaker, 
refuses to be part of any violence.  

She gives him an ultimatum, saying 
she will leave on that noon train unless 
he continues with her to their new life.  

Heartbroken, Kane — knowing there 
will be no safety for either of them 
unless he faces the implacable Miller 
— refuses.

Good as her word, Amy buys a ticket 
at the train station, where Miller’s 
buddies wait for their leader.  

At the station master’s suggestion, 
she moves to the lobby of the town 
hotel to wait. 

The big clock ticks the minutes away.
Kane now has little over an hour to 

collect a posse of special deputies to 
help him confront Miller.  

Almost in real time, Kane moves 
through the town to find his volunteers.  

Shots of the empty train tracks, 
the big clock, the empty street of 
Hadleyville flicker in rotation and, 
together with the plaintive theme 
music, Do not Forsake Me, Oh My 
Darling.

A feeling of rising tension and dread 
is created, which follows him through 
the rest of the movie.

None of the townspeople will help, 
except for the town drunk and a 

16-year-old boy.
One able-bodied man is ready to

help until he finds he is the only one.  
Suddenly he has a wife and child to 

think of and, “well, you understand...”
The local barflies are on Miller’s side 

as a matter of principle — although we 
wonder if, had the odds been in Kane’s 
favour, the principle would have been 
different.  

The Church people debate back and 
forward until self-interest and plain 
cowardice win out.  

Each group presses Kane to get out 
of town while he can. 

Kane and his new wife will be safe 
in their new town, it’s suicide to face 
Miller.  

What they don’t say is: that if Kane 

runs, Miller will follow him and leave 
them alone.  

The big clock ticks the time away.
At last, the train arrives, the street 

is deserted and Kane must go to face 
Miller.  

It is four against one.  
But still he goes.
The shoot-out ranges through the 

town and, against tradition, none of 
the townspeople appear at the last 
minute to save the day.

How Kane comes out on top is not 
the point.  

But the final scene when he and 
Amy get into their carriage to drive 
away is beautiful — as he glares at 
the townspeople, now magically 
appearing and cheering, and throws 

his tin star in the dust at their feet.
High Noon  was showered with 

Oscars and awards.  
Its writer, Carl Foreman, called 

to face the House of Un-American 
Activities during the shooting of 
the film, was black-listed and his 
passport revoked — so he went to live 
in England and wrote Bridge on the 
River Kwai.

In the end, High Noon  simply 
leaves us with a hollow feeling that 
a community, professing to cherish 
civilisation and democracy, could be 
so filled with self-interest and fear 
that it can turn its back and leave one 
man (or country) to be destroyed by a 
malevolent power based on bullying 
and intimidation.

THE NILLUMBIK Artists Open Studios 
program has evolved over the past 35 
years, from what was once seen as an 
occasion for a number of local artists 
to get together collectively and share 
their creative spaces, to what is now a 
large event that attracts people from all 
over Victoria, providing a unique and 
privileged opportunity for people to 
step into the heart and soul of artists’ 
studios twice a year.

This year, the studios will once again 
be open, on April 30 and May 1 from 
10am until 5pm, and then again for the 
last two weekends in November. 

The program involves 28 studios 
working across various art forms, 

i n c l u d i n g  p a i n t i n g ,  c e ra m i c s, 
metalwork, sculpture, printmaking, 
and glasswork. 

Some artists will also be offering 
workshops throughout the year, 
which you could sign up for, or maybe 
purchase your own unique artwork at 
one of the studios.

Coordinator, Annette Nobes said, “all 
our artists have been busy creating, 
making and preparing in anticipation 
of our open weekend”. 

“We’re excited to announce four new 
artists joining us this year — Maria 
Fernandez, Vivienne Fiori, Wayne 
Rankin and Esther Schouten — and 
we also welcome back Linda MacAulay 
and Susan Woodfall to the program”, 
she said.

The Artists Open Studios program 
gives visitors the opportunity to take 
a walk along a picturesque sculpture 
trail, get lost in painting studios, be 
mesmerised by spinning potters’ 

wheels, chat with working artists, and 
witness demonstrations of how they 
create their exquisite works.   

“We would like to extend our sincere 
appreciation to the Nillumbik Shire 
Council for its continuous support, 
and to our enthusiastic sponsors for 
their valued assistance.

“We hope you can visit us and take 
the opportunity to see the artists of the 
Shire working in their own studios,” 
said Annette.

This event will be run according 
to the Victorian State Government 
COVID-19 regulations and vaccination 
mandates.

For further information contact 
coordinator Annette Nobes 0408 518 067

Before visiting the studios, please 
check the Artist Open Studios website 
for further information, including a 
digital guidebook, online shop, artist 
profiles and virtual studio tours.

www.artistsopenstudios.com

By JUDY DUNGEY 

classic movies Images courtesy UNITED ARTISTS



Book a tour online
billanook.vic.edu.au
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Maths, Accelerated 

Miles and miles of slimy smiles

By ROBBIE GEDGE 
Mathematics LEAP Teacher, 
Warrandyte High School 
OUR YEAR 7 Learning Excellence 
Accelerated Program (LEAP) students 
engage in a challenging activity each 
week in maths. 

Each activity requires students to 
work with others to devise a strategy 
for solving a complex mathematical 
practical problem. 

The students put their numeracy 
skills to the test as they figure out what 
information they need to use, how they 
can collect additional data and how 
best to come up with a solution.

Recently the Year 7 students at 
Warrandyte High School devised a 
strategy for estimating the number of 
blades of grass on the oval using only 

Google Maps and a ruler. 
They found this mathematical 

challenge interesting and enjoyable. 
In their most recent mathematical 

LEAP class, their challenge was to find 
a way of representing model cars on 
the same scale to see the difference in 
their sizes. 

Again, the students loved the activity, 
the thinking that it provoked! 

The engagement of our Year 7 
mathematical accelerated learning 
students is  both engaging and 
rewarding. 

The mathematical skills they are 
learning is moving them forward in 
leaps and bounds. 

It’s all happening at Warrandyte High 
School. 

By LORETTA HIGGINS
WARRANWOOD Primary School 
was a huge array of colour and 
goo last week with their Slime Run 
Spectacular.

On March 25, there was much 
excitement and anticipation in the 
air as the students prepared for one 
of the most fun afternoons in the 
student calendar and had the “slime 
of their life”.

In the weeks leading up to it, 
students were encouraged to source 
donations (with parental assistance) 
for their participation in the event. 

One lucky class even won an extra 30 

minutes of lunchtime play by raising 
the most money. 

On the day, students eagerly attended 
school in their Slime Run clothes and 
waited excitedly for the event to 
start after lunch, when Mr Harrop 
introduced Monty the Monster, who 
was extremely popular with all the 
classes. 

All classes ran four laps of the 
school oval, while some very keen 
and delighted parents squirted slime 
enthusiastically over children and 
teachers alike, as a crowd of their 
families enjoyed the spectacle. 

All students were treated to a 

sausage in bread after their sliming 
and families were also able to savour 
this favoured treat. 

This huge fundraising event was 
even more popular due to the prospect 
of raising some extra funds for their 
Shade Sail Project — erecting large 
shade sails over the central courtyard 
area so that more outdoor learning and 
assemblies can be held in a SunSmart 
and COVID Safe environment.

Warranwood Primary School is so 
lucky to have so many parents who 
committed their time and energy to 
ensure that this event was enjoyed by 
everyone. 

Photos supplied

Photo supplied
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Expression through art at ACPS
By AMANDA CALLAWAY
ANDERSON’S CREEK Primary School 
(ACPS) is privileged to have such a 
passionate and dedicated visual art 
teacher as Ms Julie Clarke.

ACPS students, from Foundation 
through to Grade 6, have focused on 
self-portraits in art lessons this term.

Across the different age groups, 
students have created images of 
themselves using a variety of materials.

“Our Foundation students have 
experimented with ‘Slicks’, which are 
solid paint sticks, to draw an outline 
of themselves.

“The drawings were then painted 
over with a coloured food dye wash,” 
explained Ms Clarke.

The Grade 1 and 2 students have had 
fun creating self-portraits through 3D 
modelling with plasticine.

“The use of plasticine helps to 
develop fine motor skills, as students 
work to flatten the face and mould 
shapes to create the nose, eyes and 
hair,” she said.

In Grades 3 and 4, students made 3D 
paper collages. 

“With these portraits, students have 
chosen from a large range of colours to 
create an image of themselves.

“The face and nose are positioned 
so they pop out and give a 3D effect.

“The children paid close attention 
to personal features such as freckles, 

skin and hair colour, and used layering 
techniques to create hairstyles,” said 
Ms Clarke.

Our senior students in Grades 5 and 
6 drew a small picture of themselves, 
which was then traced onto a page 
from a vintage book.

“Students were asked to trace their 
drawing with a fine layer of white paint.

“They then traced around their 
portrait and painted the face, leaving 
the detail of the print in the book, 
showing behind their drawing,” she 
said.

Festival colour
ACPS students have also been busy 

making clay works for our float at this 
year’s Warrandyte Festival. 

“Their work looked amazing — we 
were very proud of what they created!” 
said Ms Clarke.

In response to the theme, Celebrate 
— Together Again!  students in 
Grades 1-6 were busy in art sessions 
making a clay flower or leaf, while our 
Foundation students painted some 
paper plate flowers. 

Together, all the flowers and leaves 
were displayed on a picket fence on our 
float; making ACPS a beautiful, vibrant 
garden once again. 

Each student made a flower or a leaf 
for the float, which showed that we are 
no longer isolated as individuals, but 
have come together once again to be 

like a vibrant, colourful and growing 
garden. 

The 2022 Art Captains, Kai, Daniel 
and Cass, shared their experiences of 
helping during the preparations for the 
float and their enjoyment of the parade 
at the Warrandyte Festival.

“The Grade 6 students came together 
with Foundation students in a buddy 
activity, to make flowers together and 
to help the Foundation children make 
their flowers.

“It was my job to help show the 
Grade 6s how to make their more 
complicated flowers, which Ms Clarke 
had shown me,” said Kai.

“We were awarded the ‘Most Creative’ 
float at the festival — and our float was 
definitely the most colourful.

“I felt proud of the work we had 
done,” said Cass.

“I saw the stall that ACPS had at the 
festival and it was busy!

“It was a great turnout from all the 
students at our school,” said Daniel.

Overall, the school community was 
proud of their contributions to this 
year’s festival and the occasion was 
enjoyed by all. 

There is still so much to look forward 
to in the school’s visual art program 
this year.

After the success of the school 
musical production last year, ACPS 
now looks forward to celebrating its 
visual arts at an Expo later in 2022.

A showcase of potential on show at WHS open night
By JUDITH STEEL
WARRANDYTE High School opened 
its doors recently to prospective and 
current parents, students and friends. 

The annual Open Night, held on 
March 22, showcased all that the school 
has to offer, and shone a spotlight on 
the creative, academic and sporting 
prowess of the students and staff.

Visitors could take a self-guided tour 
and after visiting each of the rooms on 
their WHS Passport were rewarded 
with a prize. 

Alternatively, student tour leaders 
showed the way and offered insights 
into their school experience as they 
guided guests through the various 
rooms and displays.  

Every faculty provided activities and 
information about the subjects they 
offer.

In the Gymnasium visitors could test 
their agility, flexibility, and strength as 
well as experience a simulation of how 
too much alcohol impairs their abilities 
by wearing “beer goggles”.  

A “Night at the Museum” was the 
theme of the Humanities Faculty where 
Geography, History and Commerce 
subjects were featured. 

Mathematical challenges were a 
focus in the Maths department but 
perhaps the most popular challenge 
was trying to guess the number of 
easter eggs in the jar.

Always a highlight is the Science 

Faculty; one of the most interesting 
d i s p l a y s  w a s  t h e  “ E g g s e l l e n t 
Membrane”, and the demonstration 
of a “Flaming Atoms” experiment by 
some of the school’s senior science 
students was spectacular. 

But more spectacular, in the opinion 
of many, were the apple and cinnamon 
muffins freshly baked by students and 
delivered warm and aromatic into the 
hands of hungry visitors.

The Library housed three faculty 
areas: English, Italian and Digital 
Technology. 

The school has a strong focus on 
developing reading at all levels and 
this was reflected in the display of 
reading comprehension strategies and 
a wide range of texts that are the focus 
of English teaching in the school.  

A virtual trip to the famous beaches 
of Italy, and the opportunity to 
photograph of yourself beside a 
world-famous landmark (aka the WHS 
Lizard) were also on offer.

Special programs such as the Sport 
Academy (Basketball and Football) 
and the LEAP (Learning Academic/
Acceleration Excellence Program ) 
demonstrated the broader curriculum 
offerings and how the school caters for 
a wide range of abilities and interests, 
aiming to extend and challenge.

Warrandyte High School has a 
strong heritage of the creative and 
performing arts. 

The Art, Visual Communication, 
Technology and Music departments 
did not disappoint. 

There was much to see and enjoy — 
in particular, the heart swelling voices 
of ex-student Caitlyn Bull and current 
Year 11 student Amber Gedge who 
sang at the information sessions.  

Several students also presented 
speeches describing their experiences 
at the school. 

Congratulations to our School 
Captains, Brandon Robb and Lili Al 
Gawi, Year 8 Sports Academy students, 
Toby Potter and Jesse Grenfell and 
new Year 7 students Chloe Minogue, 

Anais Anastasiou and Mia Fadel 
for their confident and informative 
presentations.

The night was well attended and the 
response from visitors positive. 

Many of whom have already booked a 
Wednesday morning school tour.

Photo SUPPLIED

Photos supplied

A Foundation student’s “slick” portrait A Grade 1-2 student’s plasticine portrait A Grade 3-4 student’s 3D Paper portrait Grade 5-6 student’s portrait on vintage book

A panel on the Festival float

Flaming Atoms
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Time to prepare for tax time in 2022

Keeping mind 
and body active

THE TIME IS rapidly approaching 
when you should be getting your 
deductible expenditure records in 
order to ensure you maximise your 
work-related deductions.

In order to claim a deduction, 
you must be able to reply yes to the 
following three criteria:

• you must have spent the money 
yourself, and you weren’t 
reimbursed

• the expenditure must directly relate 
to earning your income

• you must have a record to prove it

One of the most challenging expenses 
to claim in your 2022 tax return and is, 
therefore, the focus of this month’s 
column is item D1 on your tax return.

Work-related 
car expenses

Two events may impact your claim 
for car expenses:

• Your car usage pattern for work-
related purposes may depend upon 
whether you worked at home or 
from home, possibly resulting in 
work-related kilometres varying 
significantly from prior years.

• The recent increase in fuel prices 

has risen approximately 55 per cent 
above the normal range applicable 
in prior years.

If these events, together with any 
other factors, have impacted your 
deductible kilometres travelled and/or 
the total cost of running your car, you 
may need to have a rethink if you have 
previously claimed your deduction 
under the cents-per-kilometre method, 
as the alternative logbook method may 
deliver a much higher deduction.

Claiming cents-per-kilometre
If you elect to use this method, you 

can claim 72 cents per kilometre for 
all of your deductible car expenses 
without itemising them.

Unfortunately, at the time of writing, 
this rate has not been increased to 
reflect the increase in fuel costs.

Note, you can only claim up to a 
maximum of 5,000 work/business-
related kilometres per car used in the 
income year.

You must also have written evidence 
showing how you worked out your 
work-related kilometres by way of diary 
records or using the ATO app to track 
your work-related trips.

Claiming with a Logbook
If you choose this method, your 

record keeping requirements are 
much more onerous but may well be 
worth the extra effort, particularly if 
your work-related usage is above 5,000 
kilometres.

However, you must have a valid 
logbook recording the odometer 
readings for the start and end of the 
logbook period, which must be a 
continuous period of at least 12 weeks.

If you are not already doing this and 
are planning to claim with a logbook, 
it is recommended that you start 
recording your mileage in a logbook 
immediately to meet the requirement 
when it comes to lodgement.

You must also have evidence of the 
odometer readings at the start and 
end of the whole period you owned or 
leased the car during the income year.

If this period is less than 12 weeks 
before the end of the year, you can 
extend the 12 weeks into the 2022/23 
income year.

You can obtain a paper logbook from 
a newsagent or stationery supplier or 
keep an electronic record using the 
ATO’s myDeductions tool.

The work-related percentage of 
kilometres is calculated by adding 
up the number of kilometres of work-
related trips and expressing that total 
as a percentage of the total kilometres 
travelled during the logbook period.

When calculating your fuel and oil 
costs, you can use actual receipts or 
credit card records of purchases.

Estimating fuel costs based on 
kilometres travelled multiplied by 
the average fuel price for the period is 
less reliable now that fuel prices have 
fluctuated significantly.

You will need written evidence for 

all other running costs, including 
registration, insurance, servicing, 
repairs, tyres and battery replacements, 
interest on a car loan and electricity 
charging costs for EV vehicles.

You will  also need to include 
depreciation based on the purchase 
c o s t  o r  l e a s e  p ay m e nt s  i f  t h e 
purchase was financed under a lease 
arrangement.

Many taxpayers find the logbook 
method rather daunting or haven’t 
maintained the required records and 
have no choice other than to use the 
cents-per-kilometre method.

So, if this is you and you are not able 
to claim under the logbook method 
yet again this year, give some thought 

to the impact of current fuel prices 
that could otherwise be reflected in a 
much higher tax refund in the future if 
you switch over to the logbook method.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice and should not 
be used as such. 
If you have any questions, you 
should consult a registered tax 
agent. 
Brian Spurrell B A, B Com, Dip Ed, 
FCPA, CTA, Registered Tax Agent.  
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113 Ph: 
0412 011 946
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

ARE YOU RETIRED or semi-retired, 
over 45 years old and looking for 
daytime activities?

R i n g w o o d  U 3 A  o f f e r s  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  k e e p 
y o u r  m i n d  a n d  b o d y  a c t i v e . 
Join this small and friendly organisation 
and share in a wide variety of classes.

U3A offers discussion groups, 
exercise, computer and language 
classes, art, craft and social groups. 

Classes are held at two convenient 
sites in Ringwood offering spacious 
and modern rooms and amenities with 
plenty of parking.

Check out the low-cost membership 
on offer at U3A Ringwood.

Full details are available at 
www.u3aringwood.org.au, or  
email: info@u3aringwood.org.au.

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance



Shop 7, 35 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte
bacioandco@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

NOW
OPEN
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Childhood trauma and how it affects your adult life

OUR CHILDHOOD should be full of 
love, laughter, joy, feeling safe and 
secure, with guidance on navigating 
challenging experiences, learning to 
pick ourselves up and try again.  

But have you ever wondered how it 
has shaped you today, affecting your 
beliefs, values, decisions, relationships, 
self-image and even career?

Most people don’t realise trauma 
can be first degree or second degree, 
and both can significantly affect your 
childhood life through to adulthood. 

Maybe an event or comment by 
someone, or something, left you 
surprised by  your emotional reaction, 
and you struggled to cope effectively 
with the situation. 

Some people have grown up in 
an environment called  tough love; 
others have experienced or seen things 
a child — or even an adult — should 
never go through.

Many of our behaviours, choices, 
actions and the circle of friends we 
choose, come from how we learnt to 
navigate life through our family home, 
school, extended family, social circles 
and even what we listen to, watch on 
TV, and read.

Early childhood trauma can lead 
to physical health symptoms, affect 
early brain development and change 
a child’s behaviour.

If you have children, learn to watch 
or reflect on their behaviour and 
personality; did it change at some 
point?  

If so, what happened and is it a 
concern to investigate further?

Example:  A happy young outgoing 
child, personality changes and goes 
quiet and becomes introverted, 
parents think nothing of it, but they 

hold inside the damage caused by a 
predator, too afraid to tell anyone.

Many events can cause early 
childhood trauma ; you may not 
find the event traumatic, but it can 
profoundly change a child’s life; 
which may have been triggered by 
abuse, neglect, mistreatment, or even 
witnessing an event.

Childhood trauma can take many 
forms:
• physical or sexual abuse
• witnessing a highly traumatic event 

(even in a movie)
• having a severe illness requiring 

surgery and hospitalisation
• witnessing domestic violence
• experiencing intense bullying
• witnessing large-scale natural 

disaster
• being left with a family member 

or sitter who may make you very 
fearful

• death of a family member, 
including the pet
P e o p l e  w h o  e x p e r i e n c e  o n e 

significant event may experience 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

Those who experience trauma on 
multiple occasions over the years are 
likely to experience complex post-
traumatic stress disorder (C-PTSD).

As adults, trauma experienced as a 
child can impact them in many ways:
• self-image
• not good enough
• unworthy of love and loving
• under accomplish
• lack of drive and ambition
• settle for less
• shift the focus off themselves by 

helping others (overcare)
• may feel alone
• directionless

A report by Psychological Science 
says childhood trauma affects adults 
in various ways, including a high 
likelihood of depression.

Common symptoms are:
• insomnia
• hopelessness
• loss of energy levels
• ongoing sadness to severe sadness
• anxiety
• poor concentration
• give up easily
• suicidal thoughts/actions
• poor coping skills

If you or someone you know has a 
form of childhood trauma, various 
support services are available where  
they can receive help.

Healing childhood trauma is 
possible with the right desire to help 
oneself and seek a source that makes 
them feel safe, heard and can help 
release some of their trauma triggers 
and help them realise it wasn’t their 
fault; they were a child. 

Now they can break the cycle and 
learn to live an improved quality of 
life.

When a child has been abused, 
physically or sexually, by someone 
they trusted, who was close to them, 
or a carer, it can affect their behaviour 
and future relationships with others.

They can often end up in substance 
abuse with drugs or alcohol and not 
trust the people around them as their 
once-safe place has become unsafe.

The unconscious mind creates a 
filter and pattern of not trusting people 
too much, so feeling safe around 
others may be short lived, as their 
trauma triggers will subconsciously 
feel others will hurt them or find 
reasons to end the relationship. 

Hence, the traumatised person 
finds faults in others to create an exit 
strategy seeking safety in their mind; 
this becomes a habit.

Often childhood trauma will cause 
people to lash out, to blame, to think 
it’s everyone else’s fault, and not look 
to healing their pain inside — “it’s 

everyone else, not me,” is often a 
common saying.
Where to start the healing process

It’s about starting the process of 
understanding you were a child; it was 
not your fault, and you no longer need 
to use the defensive, offensive path to 
protect yourself from harm.

Your life, health and happiness 
m a t t e r,  a n d  y o u r  c h i l d h o o d 
experiences were far from genuine 
love and safety. 

Yo u  d e s e r v e  t o  b r e a k  t h e 
unconscious mind’s self-destruction 
patterns of fear, guilt, rage, anger, and 
so forth and learn to trust yourself 
and find peace within your heart 
and mind.

Forgiveness does not mean you 
have to forgive others for what they 
did, but close that chapter and move 
on with self-love, self-kindness.

The forgiveness is for you to embrace 
the complete healing within.

Changing your memories of the 
past trauma pain

Whilst we can’t get our childhood 
back, we can see things from a new 
perspective and choose to loosen the 
hold of the pain and make choices to 
put our wellbeing first.

Some resources to help
Seek out professional help with 

someone who you feel will help work 
with you to help heal the past and 
empower you into a happier and 
healthier you.

Yo u  c a n  g o  t o  m a i n s t r e a m 
professional help: psychologists, 
counsellors, clinical hypnotherapists, 
mental health organisations; or there 
are alternative methods, trust your 
heart and instincts on which one is 
a better option to start the process.

If in doubt, start with the mainstream 
professionals, and you can then make 
new choices later.

Beyond Blue: www.beyondblue.
org.au/the-facts/trauma
Health Direct: www.healthdirect.
gov.au/post-traumatic-stress-
disorder-ptsd
1800 Respect: www.1800respect.
org.au/

Lifeline: www.lifeline.org.au
Alternative resources and methods

Take up hobbies and activities that 
you think you will enjoy

Seek out things that bring out the 
best in you 

Focus on your future
Your past is the past; choose to focus 

on the actions you can take now for an 
improved future.

You can’t change it, but you can 
empower yourself more as an adult 
with new skills and knowledge; you 
deserve more.

Art Therapy
Drawing can be a great way to 

unblock the subconscious mind.
Inner Child Therapy
Getting into the inner child can 

help you understand, broken hearts, 
emotional wounds, abandonment 
issues can keep you stuck in the past.

Heart Connection
Get in touch with your heart, use the 

heart and mind to help your nervous 
system, rewire your brain patterns and 
help shift the emotions that still haunt 
you, disempower you, and come to a 
place of peace within.

Maree Zimny is a qualified 
Clinical Hypnotherapist, Quantum
Frequency Coach, NLP and 
HeartMath® Certified Trainer
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress, 
Emotional Wellness
Communication and Anger 
Management
0403 325 858
Facebook.com/
thereliefcliniconline

By MAREE ZIMNY

wellness

Detecting platypuses
By ZEUS
CANINE CORRESPONDENT
B R O W S I N G  t h r o u g h  s o m e 
magazines in the waiting room 
at my local veterinary surgery, I 
stumbled upon a new initiative by 
Zoos Victoria.

A project to learn more about the 
elusive platypus is underway using 
detection dogs to gain critically 
needed population data.

Little is known about our national 
treasure, the amazing platypus. 

In January 2021 the Victorian 
Government marked the platypus 
as a threatened species. 

Due to their dark colouring, darkly 
lit habitats, and the fact that they 
are nocturnal, makes platypuses 
difficult for humans to track.

Enter Kip, a six-year-old Kelpie 
cross. 

Kip works alongside Naomi 
Hodgens, a Zoos Victoria wildlife 
detection dog officer, who ensures 
Kip follows the platypus scent 
and perseveres through the most 
challenging environments, while 

avoiding any disturbance to our 
duck-billed friends.

Once Kip detects a burrow 
occupying a platypus, his training 
has him sitting at a respectful 
distance away and alert his handler, 
who will then hand him a treat. 

Sounds like a great job. 
I wonder if they are recruiting?

Photo : ZOOS VICTORIA

Kip on the trail of a platypus



Noble One 
Doggy Playcare
& Holiday Care

*private training dependent on availability.
Have your dog cared for in a  arge yarded, safe, secure home Have your dog cared for in a  arge yarded, safe, secure home 
environment in Nunawading by trainer with over 20+ years 
experience.
Two dogs trained to assist with your dogs obedience and 
socia isation.
No cages or kenne s here.
24/7 human supervision means your dog is never a one.
A   dogs require assessment and one day induction.A   dogs require assessment and one day induction.
P ease PHONE Steve for a   enquires inc, pricing and 
avai abi ity  0418 847 201.
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Diamond Creek Trail to Hurstbridge open

THE LONG-AWAITED second stage 
of the Diamond Creek Trail extension 
from Wattle Glen to Hurstbridge is now 
open to users.

The 3.2km section is a shared path 
for pedestrians, cyclists and horse 
riders and runs from Wilson Reserve 
in Wattle Glen to the Hurstbridge High 
Oval in Graysharps Road.

The second stage of the trail extension 
has been funded with $5.1 million 
through the Victorian Government’s 
Suburban Parks Program. 

Nillumbik Council has provided 
more than $4 million over both stages 
of the project.

The extension connects with the 
2.5km first stage from Diamond 
Creek to Wattle Glen and provides a 
continuous path from Hurstbridge to 
Eltham.

It’s now possible to travel along the 
trail from Hurstbridge to Eltham, then 
join the Main Yarra Trail all the way 
into the CBD.

Nillumbik Mayor, Cr Frances Eyre 
was joined by councillors Karen Egan, 
Peter Perkins and Geoff Paine as well 
as Eltham MP Vicki Ward recently to 
test out the new section. 

An official opening to celebrate with 
the community will be held soon.

Cr Eyre said the completion of both 
stages of the trail extension from 
Diamond Creek to Hurstbridge was 
exciting news for the community.

“This is something our community 
and Council championed for many 
years and it’s wonderful to see the 
dream finally become a reality,” Cr 
Eyre said.

“Whether you’re a walker, cyclist or 
even horse rider, we know how much 
everyone has been looking forward to 
the trail opening and trying it out.

“I would like to thank the Victorian 
Government and our local MPs 
Danielle Green and Vicki Ward for 
their tireless advocacy and support, 
which has been critical in making this 
project happen.

 “This has been one of the biggest 
c a p i t a l  w o r k s  p r o j e c t s  w e ’ v e 
undertaken in the Shire and it’s been 
a fantastic collaborative effort between 
the Victorian Government, Council 
and the community.”

Bunjil  Ward Councillor Karen 
Egan said the new trail would be a 
huge boost for Hurstbridge and the 
surrounding area.

“It’s estimated up to 350,000 people 
will use the trail each year, many will 
end their journey in Hurstbridge 
and get to experience everything our 
wonderful town has to offer,” Cr Egan 
said.

“It’s also great news for local horse 
riders who have a safe and enjoyable 
way to travel between our townships.

“I’ve already gone for a ride and it’s 
fantastic.”

Ellis Ward Councillor Peter Perkins 
said the first stage of the extension 
from Diamond Creek to Wattle Glen, 
which was completed in March 2021, 
had been hugely popular with both 
locals and visitors alike.

“The completion of this second stage 
really puts Nillumbik on the map,” Cr 
Perkins said.

“This trail  is one of Council’s 
biggest infrastructure projects and 
complements the many new facilities 
that have recently been completed in 
Diamond Creek and across the Shire 
that will benefit our community for 
many years to come,” Cr Perkins said.

Photo supplied

Photo: MATTHEW QUICK
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Parkrun comes to Warrandyte
By JAMES POYNER
SAT URDAY MORNINGS on the 
Warrandyte Riverside track have 
changed forever with the global 
phenomenon that is Parkrun finding 
a new home in our town.

Parkrun, which originally started in 
the United Kingdom, is a free, weekly 
5km run where runners pit themselves 
against the clock, and each other, over 
5,000 metres.

The inaugural Warrandyte Parkrun 
took place on Saturday, March 26 
and had little publicity, with Parkrun 
keeping any promotion to its network 
of followers.

The launch event saw 69 runners take 
to the new course, which is a two-lap 
out-and-back between Warrandyte 
Bakery/wonguim wilam reserve and 
Police Street, along the river walking 
track.

The event organisers have said the 
run will take place at 8am every 
Saturday, including market weekend.

The popularity of the riverside path 
is well known and there is a delicate 
balance between families, recreational 
walkers, fitness enthusiasts, dog 
walkers, photographers, and cyclists 
— and the Parkrun has the potential 
to increase traffic on an already 
congested Warrandyte walking track.

I spoke with Warrandyte Parkrun 
Race Director, Adrian Fittolani, 
about the introduction of Parkrun to 
Warrandyte.

I  s tar te d by  asking him why 
Warrandyte needed a Parkrun, as 
there are already very popular Parkrun 
events in Westerfolds Park and along 
Mullum Mullum Creek at Schwerkolt 
Cottage Reserve; and why the riverside 
walking track.

“This is not the first time a parkrun 
has been proposed by Warrandyte 
locals, but previously a course that 
did not encroach on the area where 
the market is held couldn’t be found.
The development of the wonguim 
wilam park created a meeting and 
starting point that made it possible.
The Manningham City Council has 
been very supportive of establishing 
an additional local parkrun, helping 
with guidance and permits.
Their community grants program 
seeks to encourage participation in 
healthy outdoor events.
We applied, in order to fund safety 
equipment, such as a defibrillator, 
and were successful.
This support provided great impetus.
T h e  l o c a t i o n  o f f e r s  r u n n e r s , 
especially those further north-east 
of Warrandyte, their only option of a 
parkrun less than a 30-minute drive 
away.”
As a resident, and a local runner, I 

had concerns about congestion along 
the river,  especially during market 
weekend.

Greg Rowell from the Warrandyte 
Riverside Market committee told me 

the congestion would not be an issue 
and that it had the potential to increase 
market and local business activity.

“We don’t believe that it will have any 
impact, in fact, it may bring additional 
visitors into the market area looking for 
great coffee and to shop after the run!

“As the run commences at 8am and 
the majority of the market patrons 
arrive between 9am and 9:30am the 
finish of the race is well-timed and 
should just add to the atmosphere of 
Warrandyte as a happening place,” 
said Greg.

Adrian added to the sentiment:
“We think of Parkrun as a contributor 
to the local Warrandyte scene, 
bringing some colour and movement 
to a Saturday morning.
It may also mean a little extra trade to 
the cafés at the bridge end of town and 
some extras at the market, but we’re 
really just about providing a safe, 
healthy way for locals to start their 
weekend with friends, in the place we 
love to call home.”
Adrian also said the 69 runners 

present at the first event were “very 
manageable”.

H o w e v e r ,  a n  u n i n t e n d e d 
consequence of Warrandyte’s Parkrun 
is that it may have displaced local 
running group Warrandyte River 
Runners, who have run a weekly social 
running event along the same track 
for 12 years.

The launch of Warrandyte Parkrun 

was also a surprise for the local running 
group, only hearing about it via social 
media, although it is understood that, 
early in the Parkrun formation process, 
Adrian had spoken with the group.

He told the Diary:

“In planning Warrandyte’s Parkrun 
we engaged local groups we believed 
might be interested.
The Warrandyte River Runners were 
amongst these.
The River Runners are a great local 
running group, of course, with a 
unique event.
Parkrun aims to be another.”

Despite concerns expressed by 
members of Warrandyte River Runners 
following the inagural Parkrun event, 
the groups says it hope the two events 
can co-exist.

River Runners is held at 7am in 
summer and 7:30am in winter, on 
a course which the Parkrun course 
overlaps, running on Sundays on 
market weekends as their start/finish 
is at Stiggants Reserve.

Paul Kelly who is a core member 
of Warrandyte River Runners (WRR), 
which gets up to 10 runners each week, 
provided a statement about the arrival 
of Warrandyte Parkrun.

“The aim is for all runners to finish 
the run about 30 minutes after the 
start time.
This time was chosen by our founders 
in part to take into consideration all 

of the users of the riverbank reserve.
We also choose to run on a Sunday 
morning on weekends when the 
Riverside Market is operating.
The structure of WRR means that most 
runners would have been through the 
section of the riverbank that Parkrun 
is using (from the bridge to Police 
Road) by 7:45am.
As a result, there is unlikely to be a 
clash between the new Parkrun and 
the existing River Runners program.
We believe all users of the river track 
need to be mindful of other users of 
this special place — runners, dogs, 
walkers, prams, cyclists, and all 
riverbank users.
W R R  ha s  al way s  e n c ou rag e d 
new members at any stage and 
accommodates all levels of ability and 
offers different lengths of walk/run.
Parkrun is a very positive event 
providing a 5km distance, that 
encourages many people to be 
involved in a healthy sporting activity.
We think that the two groups can 
co-exist happily and offer different 
options for people to participate in 
running in Warrandyte.”
Time, and numbers, will tell on 

the impact Parkrun will have on the 
riverside reserve, and with more 
reasons to get out for a run or a walk 
on a Saturday morning, there are more 
reasons to enjoy the Warrandyte bush 
environment, hopefully, we can all 
share it.

Local Footy is back, Bloods overcome the Blues
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
NOTHING marks the first round of 
local footy better than a cold, overcast, 
and rainy day. 

With conditions a little greasy, 
and the rain and the morning dew 
combining into one, Warrandyte had 
a packed house for three home games 
to start the season. 

Under 19s 
Warrandyte vs Donvale 

Unfortunately, the start was not what 
the Under 19s would have hoped for, 
kicking just one goal to Donvale’s 9.9 
until halftime. 

In the second half they gave a better 
account of themselves, outscoring 
Donvale in the 3rd but ultimately it was 
not enough, going down by 69 points. 

Warrandyte 6.6.42  
def by Donvale 16.15.111 

Scorers: A.Thompsin 2, F.Swedosh 2, 
N.Sharpe, E.Phillips 

B.O.G: H.Rostron, F.Swedosh

Reserves 
Warrandyte v Waverley Blues

The first quarter saw Bloods’ Luke 
Brewis dominating in the ruck, 
allowing the midfielders first use 
forward of the centre. 

Some skills were a little rusty, also 
due to the conditions, but as the 
pressure from Warrandyte lifted, their 
dominance showed on the scoreboard, 
kicking 5.3 to zip. 

After quarter time the game evened 

up around the ground.
Waverley rotating two rucks through 

the middle on Brewis, and evening up 
the hitouts. 

Despite this Warrandyte still looked 
dangerous going forward, but were 
wasteful in front of goal kicking 1.5 
for the term. 

Waverley were more accurate and 
at halftime the lead was 17 points to 
the bloods.

A fast start for Blues, but this time the 
Bloods could answer back and were 
not as wasteful forward.

Unlike the first half, which saw 
mostly one on one contests in 
Waverley’s forward line, the extra 
numbers and congestion helped 
stem any momentum the Blues could 
muster, and at the final change the lead 
was out to 24 points. 

You see a lot of strange things at 
local footy, but when the siren blew 
nine minutes into the final term, both 
sets of players and supporters were 
perplexed.

 The reason given was that the 
Seniors game was due to start at 
2.20pm, and that was unchangeable, 
so because the first two games may 
have run a little late, the game ended 
very anticlimactically, with a 26-point 
Bloods win.

Warrandyte 10.11.71  
def Waverley 7.3.45.

Scorers: Luke Shelton 2,  
James Gebert 2, Luke Dunn 2,  
Gary Hitchman 2, Ben Davies, 

Callum Padfield  
B.O.G: Luke Shelton

Seniors 
Warrandyte v Waverley Blues

The rain was holding off, allowing 
a fiery start to the match, both sides 
itching to get at each other and show 
some physicality. 

After a goal either way, the game 
settled into a congestion, with skills 
still not the sharpest and the end 
product not there. 

It took some great body work and a 
nice snap from Ryan Phillips to kick the 
game into life.

Warrandyte with a 12-point lead at 
the first change.

The star t  of  the  s e cond,  the 
Warrandyte defensive had held strong, 
in part due to the great work of Lachlan 
Buckley. 

So when he went off the ground with 
a knock to his left shoulder, it gave the 
Blues a sniff, looking more dynamic 
forward. 

The game was still mostly in tight, but 
whenever a team were about to get on 
the outside, it meant a score. 

Inaccuracy costing the Bloods, who 
saw their lead shrink to just seven 
points at the main break.

With the rain holding off, the Blues 
got the second half off to a fast start. 

There were small moments of free 
flowing footy, but the game was still 
mostly contested, and it was the Blues 
who were well and truly on top around 
the contest which allowed them to go 
forward regularly. 

Only inaccuracy meant that they had 
just a 4-point lead at 3/4 time despite 

having 10 scoring shots to four in the 
quarter. 

The final term began with the flood 
lights being switched on and while the 
game opened up, the first 15 mins saw 
just a goal either way. 

A tight game needing someone to 
step up it was Phillips kicking his 4th 
along with a goal from Skien that saw 
the lead get out to nine points, 18 
minutes into the final term. 

The rain that had threatened but 
stayed away most of the game was 
back, a light covering drizzle that was 
doing nothing to dampen the intensity 
of the game as a late goal to the Blues 
at the 25-minute mark had the crowd 
louder than ever with the Bloods 
holding a two point lead. 

The ball then spent the next two 
minutes in Waverley’s forward half, 
Warrandyte clinging to the lead and 
throwing everything at the contest. 

A stoppage, 60 out from Waverley’s 
goal, rain intensifying, players and 
supporters yelling, siren. 

No doubting this one, the Bloods had 
held on to win by just two points.  

Warrandyte 10.9.69  
def Waverley Blues 9.13.67

Scorers: R.Phillips 4, T.Grimes 2, 
Q.Clarke, M.Buckley, C.Tout 
B.O.G: R.Phillips, C.Bowden, 

T.Hayton
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Games record-breaker for Netball Club
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
MILESTONE games are one of many 
opportunities to celebrate the most 
important part of sport — the players. 

Be it elite or amateur, played in front 
of a crowd of thousands or on an 
outdoor court in Warrandyte on a cold 
and windy Saturday. 

The bigger the milestone, the more it 
represents the longevity and passion 
for the game. 

On March 5, Cherise Angelotti-Casey 
played in her 450th match for the 
Warrandyte Netball Club, a club record 
number of games. 

Not realising at the time that it was a 
club record, Cherise said that she was 
running late to the game, only just 
made it on time and saw that they were 
announcing something.

“I was clapping because I thought it 
for was someone else, and I was trying 
to figure out who it was,” she told the 
Diary.

Cherise, now 33, started when she 
was nine years old, in Under 11s, and 
said a lot of the same players from her 
early days at the club are still playing 
now, which is one of the main reasons 
she has kept playing. 

Cherise said that “quite a few girls 
have played together since Under 13s 
and 15s, quite a core group”. 

During that time, the relationships 
between the players have become 
close,  attending each other ’s 
birthdays, weddings, and baby 
showers, all while battling the 
elements on the outdoor court most 
Saturdays. 

Having played now for over two 
decades, Cherise says the passion is 
still strong, adding that she also plays 
in several social leagues during the 
week, including in a team with her 
mum.

She said she is hoping she “can just 

continue to play for as long as I can; 
hopefully, the girls can stick around 
for a while longer as well”.

When asked to pick a favourite 
moment from her career, Cherise said 
it is hard to pick the best moment. 

They have won some finals, been 
runner up a lot, and had some good 
comeback wins but “I enjoy every 
week; I enjoy close games — win or 
lose — because they are competitive.”

While her record will be hard to 
beat, Cherise added that anyone 
wanting to play netball at Warrandyte 
should give it a go, as netball is a great 
way to stay fit.

She added that “if you take a break 
for whatever reason, you will always 
be welcomed back.” 

A massive milestone for Cherise, 
one that takes a great deal of passion 
and competitiveness to achieve and 
ought to be celebrated to the fullest. 

Razorback Run 2022
BRYNTON Ashton recently competed 
in the 64km Razorback run in the 
Victorian Alpine National Park in a 
time of 9 hours, 37 minutes and 14 
seconds. 

His journey started 20 years ago 
when he rocked up to Little Athletics 
one Saturday morning and has 
continued via AFL Victoria boundary 
umpiring, and various Warrandyte 
fun runs.

The Razorback starts at 6am, in the 
dark, at the Harrietville caravan park, 
with runners starting out using head-
torches. 

The run provides “stunning ridge 
running and scenery”. 

Not for the faint-hearted, runners 
have to be self-supported and be able 
to navigate with maps and a compass 
on an unmarked course with few 
checkpoints. 

Brynton and his elder brother 
Rory, who are both still residing in 
Warrandyte, can be seen training 
along the river and through the State 
Park; both young men were Andersons 
Creek Primary School Captains and 

both started their running careers 
at the East Doncaster Little Athletics 
Club, competing at State level. 

The fun and enjoyment both had 
from competing at Little Athletics has 
seen them each continue running, 
having been AFL Victoria boundary 
umpires for nearly a decade, and 
both are previous winners of Run 
Warrandyte. 

Blowing the whistle  
on mental health

Rory and Brynton will head to 
Adelaide Oval for the Anzac Day round 
to umpire for the Australian Combined 
Emergency Services round-robin 
Grand Final. 

Teams competing come together 
from the Australian Army, Navy, 
Airforce, Fire Brigades, Police and 
Paramedics. 

More importantly, in the week 
leading up to the Grand Final, the 
various emergency services get 
together to support each other in areas 
of mental health and Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder.
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Brynton Ashton on Mt Feathertop

Cherise Angelotti-Casey

Fastest nine-year-old girl in the state
By ED MUNKS
THE VICTORIAN Little Athletic 
Championships were held at the 
Lakeside Track in mid-March in 
perfect weather for running with local 
Warrandyte and Park Orchards athletes 
amongst the medal winners.

Harper Harding in the Under 10 Girls 
did extremely well, winning five gold 
medals and, as someone mentioned on 
the day, is “officially the fastest 9-year-
old girl in the state!” 

On the first day of competition 
Harper won the 200m and was then left 
with a big programme on the Sunday 
after winning the shorter sprint events. 

H a r p e r  w a s  c o n t e m p l a t i n g 
withdrawing from the 400m but was 
convinced by her elder sisters to run 
the event. 

In the race Harper led at the 200m 
mark but was overtaken, she then 
fought back to regain the lead at the 
100m mark to eventually win the event 
by one metre. 

Harper’s gold medal haul included 
the 60m hurdles, 70m, 100m, 200m and 
400m — all in Personal Best (PB) times.

Shakira Harding also won the Under 
15 Girls 300m Hurdle — and is now 
quicker than her mum Sonia at the 
same age.

Sonia went on to compete at two 
Commonwealth Games, Manchester 
in 2002 and Melbourne in 2006. 

Shakira also won a silver medal in 
the 90m hurdles and finished 6th in 
the 200m.     

Jamison Harding, in the highly 
competitive Under 13 Girls won a 
bronze medal in 80m hurdles and an 

eighth in the 200m hurdles
Shakira and Jamison are now up 

in Sydney competing in the senior 
athletics age group Nationals.

Chloe Baldock, competing in the 
Under 11 Girls Little Athletics State 
Championships, won two silver medals 
in the 800m and 1500m and  5th in 
the 400m, with Macey Hansen an 8th 
placing in the 100m in 14.44, 13th in 
the 200m in 30.72 and 12th in the high 
jump with a jump of 1.15m.

A t  t h e  D o n c a s t e r  C e n t r e 
Championships Macey Hansen 
continued her fine local form with 
gold medals in the Under 11 Girls high 
jump, discus, 100m and 200m, and a 
silver medal in the shotput.

East Doncaster teammate Chloe 
Baldock won a gold medal in the 
1500m in a new Doncaster record of 
5.12.94 and silver medals in the 100m 
and 200m. 

Zoe Garden won a bronze medal in 
the 200m and Talise Botha took bronze 
in the 100m.  

50 Year Celebration
A n y o n e  w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o 

Doncaster Athletic Club, past and 
present, are invited to join the club in 
celebrating 50 years. 

A dinner will be held on Saturday,  
April 30, more details are on the club’s 
website www.doncasterac.org.au

For any queries on joining East 
Doncaster Little Athletics please 
contact   Lisa  Wil l iams on 0408 
140 461,  and for the older athletes 
Doncaster Athletics Club President 
Campbell McLennan on 0414 533 677.
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200m photo finish Harper Harding U10 Girls
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200m medal winners, Zoe Garden, Macey Hansen 
and Chloe Baldock Shakira, Harper and Jamison Harding
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By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
DESPITE entering the finals with seven 
Senior men’s sides, Warrandyte were 
unable to bring home a Men’s Senior’s  
flag this season, with the 6th and 8th XI 
being beaten comfortably in both their 
respective grand finals.

The 2nd XI came agonising close, 
falling just four runs short of a victory, 
with a last wicket partnership for the 
ages.

The consistent and high level of each 
team throughout the year will be a 
positive moving forward, as all teams 
will be looking to repeat much of what 
was ultimately a strong season, but with 
a stronger finals campaign. 

President Bill Stubbs remarked on 
the season being hugely successful, 
with record participation during a 
COVID affected season, along with a 
larger number of families participating 
at the club, and the addition of a 
Women’s competitive cricket team, 
who finished the year as Premiers in 
their competition.

“For the first time ever, we had a 
junior Girls team, who were Grand 
Final contenders and were runners up 
by just one run.” 

A  number of Veteran teams played 
this year, as mentioned in the previous 
edition, the Over 40s won the flag, while 
the Over 50s also competed in finals.

With so many teams making finals but 
just falling short, President Stubbs said 
that the key measure of success “lies 
in the opportunities we have provided 
everyone to participate in community 
sport with great spirit.”

Results
Preliminary Final

North Ringwood 2nd XI 6/197 
def Warrandyte 2nd XI 194

J.Stubbs 2/25 & 41, P.Grocott 40

Grand Final
Warrandyte 6th  XI 103 

def by Mooroolbark 4th XI 4/106
N.Reddaway 2/10

Mount Evelyn 5th XI 1/110 
def Warrandyte 8th XI 109

2021/22 Senior 
Award Winners

On Saturday, March 26, Warrandyte 
Cricket Club held its annual awards 
night, Warrandyte’s 2021/22 season 
legends are listed below.

Steve Pascoe Medalist: Lakshan 
Madushanka
Darryl Valentine Cricketer of the 
Year: Adam White
Maria McGhee Best Performed Junior 
Playing Seniors: Isaac Rakuscek
Club Person of the Year: Matthew 
Whitbread
President’s Award: Rachel Watts
Spirit Of Thommo Award: Bailey 
Dixon

1st XI
Jack McAuley 1st XI Club Champion: 
Lakshan Madushanka
Gerald Walshe Medalist: Lakshan 
Madushanka
Batting Award: Ben Taylor 355 runs 
@ 32.27
Bowling Award: Lakshan Madushanka 
19 wickets @ 16.95
Fielding Award: Jack Ellis
Captain’s Award: Harry Brown

2nd XI
Brett Kline Medalist: Adam White
Batting Award: Adam White 372 runs 
@ 53.14
Bowling Award: Adam White 
15 wickets @ 18.20
Fielding Award: Patrick Grocott
Captain’s Award: Tyson Jaksic

3rd XI
Nathan Croft Medalist: Ned Mooney
Batting Award: Simon Bowyer 
224 runs @ 74.67
Bowling Award: Ned Mooney 
16 Wickets @ 15.19
Fielding Award: Daniel Mcgrath
Captain’s Award: Thomas Jackson

4th XI
Jim Gathercole Medalist: Nathan 
Croft
Batting Award: Nathan Croft 180 runs 
@ 25.71

Bowling Award: Shaun Ison  
20 Wickets @ 8.95
Fielding Award: Calum Lawson
Captain’s Award: Flynn Whetters

5th XI
Rob Leguier Medalist: Isaac Rakuscek
Batting Award: Drew El Moussalli 301 
runs @ 37.63
Bowling Award: Rohan Bansal 
13 Wickets @ 16.85
Fielding Award: Hunter Hodgson
Captain’s Award: Benjamin Sproat

6th XI
I v a n  Vo j l a y  M e d a l i s t :  Ja m e s 
Weatherley
Batting Award: James Weatherley 
261 Runs @ 43.50
Bowling Award: John Prangley 

10 Wickets @ 14.80
Fielding Award: Mark Butcher
Captain’s Award: Ian Broome

7th XI
Andrew Thomas Medalist: Diarmuid 
McAlary
Batting Award: Damian Closs 
163 runs @ 32.60
Bowling Award: Diarmuid McAlary 
13 Wickets @ 15.69
Fielding Award: Diarmuid McAlary
Captain’s Award: David Retief

8th XI
Greg Warren Medalist : Orlando 
McDowell
Batting Award: Stephen Grocott 
239 runs @ 23.90
Bowling Award: Royce Jaksic 

13 Wickets @ 15.46
Fielding Award: Ethan Padfield
Captain’s Award: Nathan Berry

Under 18
Champion Player: Tom Heffernan
Batting: Tom Heffernan
Bowling: Anthony Dale
Fielding: Tom Heffernan
Captain’s Award: Matthew Quick

 Women
Batting Award: Andrea Cummings 90 
Runs @ 90.00
Bowling Award: Yasemin Ziada 7 
Wickets @ 6.29
Fielding Award: Yasemin Ziada
Captains Award: Samantha Saunders

Cricket season wraps up at Warrandyte Reserve

Meditation and raising money for flood-affected Aussies

LOCAL WELLBEING studio, Wellness 
by PP, hosted an afternoon of Pilates, 
Yoga and Meditation sessions to raise 
funds for those affected by the recent 
New South Wales and Queensland 
floods.

Held on March 20, the mix of 
regular studio instructors all donated 
their time to teach and 100 per cent 
of the proceeds supported Givit 
Australia and Pips Plate — two 
organisations assisting with the flood 
effort through clean-up and cooking 

meals to support the flood affected.
With the support of 53 Warrandyte 

locals, Wellness by PP raised more 
than $1,100 from the afternoon of 
classes, a huge achievement for a 
small community business.

Starting the fundraiser with Mat 
Pilates, the session involved a flow 
movement inclusive of a fusion 
of traditional and contemporary 
Pilates — helping attendees activate 
core strength, improve posture, 
circulation, and flexibility.

Vinyasa Yoga soon followed with 
a more dynamic practice for both 
beginner and experienced local 
yoga lovers.

Locals worked to increase strength, 

endurance, balance, focus, flexibility, 
and patience — something that many 
of the flood victims would have 
endured.

In the afternoon, Yin Yoga was 
on the cards, with a slow-paced 
calming session aimed at releasing 
any tension in the body to help create 
the feeling of space and freedom in 
both the body and mind.

Finally, to finish, a group meditation 
to express gratitude for our living 
situation here in Warrandyte and 
for the ability to come together and 
raise funds for those who are in need 
of support in other areas of Australia.

Wellness by PP is very grateful for 
all the community support to help 

other Australians who are currently 
going through a challenging time.

The funds raised are going to a great 
cause to help those in need and who 
continue to be affected by some of 
Australia’s worst natural disasters.

Laura is the owner of Wellness by 
PP. 
The Wellness by PP studio offers 
Pilates, Yoga, meditation and 
other wellness workshops. 
It provides a space not just for 
movement, but for community 
and connection as well. 
If you are interested in trying a 
session, visit: 
www.wellnessbypp.com

By LAURA ROODHOUSE

wellbeing

Grand final outing for the 6th XI

Photo: SANDI MILLER

Past and present Pascoe winners 21/22 Women’s Premiership teamA cavalcade of Champions
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