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INSIDE

Celebrating resilient community

Despite the world’s troubles, there is so much to celebrate this month as Warrandyte comes together for its season of 
festivities. Like butterflies, the community has emerged, ready to show its colours and take flight. Three-year-old Isla put on 
a pirate smile at the recent Warrandyte Pottery Expo, and we can all follow her lead and celebrate coming together again at 
the Warrandyte Festival on March 18 – 19. Find the complete Festival program on pages 17–19. Whatever you do this month, 
do it with the smile and the confidence of a three-year-old wearing butterfly wings.

Photo BILL McAULEY



2   Warrandyte Diary MARCH 2022

W A R R A N D Y T E

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local 
newsletter. Although it has developed over the years, it has retained 
its strong community character, being produced mostly by volunteers 
with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its 
independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards 
the people, environment and character of the place it serves. Its 
monthly circulation is 3,500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, 
North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, 
Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands 
where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, 
and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and 
acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
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Traffic worry at school
Traffic congestion outside the Warrandyte 
State School is causing problems again this 
year.
School committee chairman, Mr R. Anderson, 
has appealed to parents to help ease the 
situation by driving correctly and leaving 
children where they do not have to cross the 
road between cars.
The school principal, Mr L. Mares, has been 
helping direct cars outside the school gate.
The school committee have approached the 
council to examine the problem.
Washaways have made the road extremely 
hazardous in the Brackenbury St. extension 

and Anderson Street.
New parents — and others still uncertain — are 
reminded of the bell times at the school.
First bell is rung at 8.50, when children should 
be at school and can enter the buildings to put 
their bags away.
It’s commonly known as the “bag and mag” 
bell.
Second bell to gather for assembly is rung at 
8.57.
Assembly starts at 9 a.m.
The natural playground area planned last year 
for a section of the school ground is now well 
underway.
The excavation for the site was carried out just 
before the holidays by Mr Ron Day.
Mr Dick Visser is supervising the construction 
of the pieces of playground equipment, 
planned by George James, who also surveyed 
the site.
These three men have donated their services 
to the school.
Other parents are asked to assist by helping at 
working bees throughout the year.
Secretary of the School Committee (Beth 
Gallagher 844 3518) will be pleased to hear 
from parents in this regard.

The money for the playground was raised last 
year by the pupils when they took part in a 
walkathon organised by the Mothers’ Club.
The canteen is open every Monday throughout 
the school year.
Starting on the first Friday after Easter, pies and 
pasties will be available.
The canteen committee has decided to supply 
wholemeal rolls and white bread sandwiches 
this year instead of all white bread and rolls.
Proceeds from the sale of lunches raises 
about $800 a year towards school funds and 
is assisting greatly towards construction of 
the new library.

About people
Nursing sister Sue Church, of Melbourne Hill 
Road, is driving to Perth where she will holiday 
for a few weeks before taking up a hospital 
appointment.

*
Mrs Sally Newton has returned to England 
after several months in Australia visiting her 
family.
Mrs Newton’s daughter, Ann Hilton, lives in 
Webb St.

Before departing, Mrs Newton said she was 
taking back many happy memories and hoped 
to make a return visit.

*
Well-known potter Marj Beecham and her 
husband, Pie, and family, have moved to 
Warrandyte.
They have bought Pie’s old family home 
“Landfall” in Castle Road.

*
John and Mireille Golding have returned after 
one and a half years visiting Ceylon, India, 
Nepal, Greece, France, Spain and England.

*
Local business woman Joan Blair appeared 
recently in several episodes of the popular TV 
serial, Bellbird.
Mrs Blair is an active member of the Warrandyte 
Arts Association.

*
Mr and Mrs Jim Horkings, of Mitchell Avenue, 
have returned from a recent holiday on the 
Gold Coast.

*
Well known local music teacher Patrick 
Murphy spent his holidays in Indonesia.

The more things change... 

Next issue of the Diary will be published Monday, April 4, 2022.  
Advertising and editorial copy closes Friday, March 25, 2022.

We return to our roots and sift through 
the Warrandyte Diary archives to find 
out how Warrandyte has changed (or 
hasn’t at all) over the past 50 years.
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Community history for sale
By SANDI MILLER
PAST AND PRESENT members of 
the South Warrandyte Fire Brigade 
and other members of the broader  
Warrandyte community are dismayed 
as the Country Fire Authority has 
placed the old South Warrandyte fire 
station on Brumbys Road up for sale.

Greg Kennedy was a member of 
the South Warrandyte Fire Brigade 
for 36 years, holding the office of 
Captain on two occasions, Lieutenant 
at various levels on several occasions, 
and President, Secretary and Treasurer.

He said he was “disgusted” to see the 
former fire station in Brumbys Road 
advertised for sale.

“Whilst the CFA is undoubtedly 
the owner of the land and therefore 
entitled to dispose of the property and 
everything that is built upon the land, 
there is a moral obligation for the CFA 
to take fully into account the history 
of this site.”

Mr Kennedy provided the Diary 
with a background of the site; he said 
the land was acquired in 1954 for the 
token amount of 40 pounds from Mr 
Pridmore.

The Pridmore family was very grateful 
for the assistance of brigade members 
in searching for their young son, who 
had become lost in the area.

“It is unclear who provided the 
funding, but I have been reliably 
informed by members from that time 
that the brigade raised the necessary 
monies — not the CFA.”

After a delay of two years, a rural shed 
donated by a resident was erected on 
the site by the brigade members — no 
cost to the CFA.

In 1963, a building suitable to house 
an appliance was acquired by the 
brigade from a resident and erected, 
again by the brigade members.

Over several years, the shed was 
refurbished with additions of a meeting 
room and communications facility and 
eventually a brick façade.

The members sourced all  the 
materials and provided all of the 
labour.

The brigade undertook the supply 
and erection of the shed at no cost to 
the CFA on the understanding that 
the brigade would be provided with 
an Austin tanker as soon as there was 
somewhere to house the appliance.

The CFA honoured the undertaking, 
and an Austin tanker arrived in 1963.

By the early 1980s, the facilities were 
inadequate.

The brigade approached the CFA and 
was advised that a new station was 
scheduled, but not for at least 10 years.

Under the leadership of Captain 
Les Dixon, the brigade went about 
designing a new station with assistance 
from a local architect who provided his 
service pro bono.

Additional land was required to 
house the new building.

The brigade negotiated on behalf of 
the CFA to acquire an additional parcel 
of land adjoining the existing site.

“I recollect that the CFA paid for the 
additional land, but the purchase price 
was well below market value — the 
only cost to date for the CFA,” said Mr 
Kennedy.

The CFA approved the plans and 
agreed to allow the brigade to construct 
the building provided the brigade met 

all costs — and that is precisely what 
the brigade did.

The brigade went to the South 
Warrandyte community and, through 
various fundraising activities, raised a 
little over $100,000.

The brigade members then undertook 
the building of the station.

Working bees were held most 
evenings and every weekend, and all 
brigade members freely gave their 
time.

Local tradesmen — carpenters, 
electricians, roofers, cabinet makers 
— gave their time without payment.

Materials were donated by various 
residents who were involved in the 
building industry.

Corporates were encouraged to 
provide materials with plant hire 
company, Wreckair Ltd, providing 
all types of machinery weekend after 
weekend for no charge.

Mr Kennedy said the only other 
financial contribution made by the CFA 
was $30,000 to assist in the final fit-out 
of the station.

“This contribution was made very 
late in the building program and only 
after the then Chairman Mr O’Shea 
was embarrassed by what he found 
the brigade had achieved without any 
financial support from the CFA.

“To me and the many members and 
especially former members of the 
brigade, the fire station in Brumbys 
Road, holds a very special place in our 
hearts — we toiled long and hard both 
in fundraising and construction to 
provide ourselves and our community 
with a decent facility with virtually no 
financial assistance from the CFA.

“The facility was provided by our 
community, for our community.

“The CFA may own the land, but it 
can never own what has been built — it 
belongs to us.

“To simply have this facility placed 
on the open market for sale shows 
no understanding of the history and 
importance of the facility.

“For the CFA to expect to pocket 
$900,000+ with no recognition of what 
the community has contributed is a 
heartless act.

“This is a community facility, built 
and paid for by the community.

“ M o r a l l y ,  i t  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e 
community,” Mr Kennedy said.

Valerie Polley of the Warrandyte 
Historical Society (WHS) notes the 
site is protected under a historical 
significance overlay.

She told the Diary that the site is an 
important part of the town’s history.

“The Warrandyte Historical Society 
is concerned that this heritage-
listed building could be lost to the 
community.
The fire station is listed as of local 
significance on Manningham’s 
Heritage Overlay (HO27).
It has strong links back into the 
community.
This building which dates to 1986/7, 
used brigade (community) raised 
funds and CFA volunteer labour.
It was listed due to its ‘elegant and 
sympathetic adaptation of an organic 
design approach to a public building’.
The citation felt it contributed to a 
future design for rural public buildings 
rather than a colonial vernacular, and 

WHS agrees.
WHS considers it detrimental to lose 
yet another well-designed community 
asset when there are local demands 
for premises, including for a Men’s 
Shed, which is currently homeless.
That its  heritage values could 
also be compromised is also a big 
consideration.
WHS is hopeful that any changes will 
not lead to the loss of the building’s 
heritage significance and contribution 
to the architectural heritage of 
Warrandyte.”
Mr Kennedy said that during the 

planning of the new station, when he 
was Captain of the brigade in 2014, 
he met with then Chief Officer, Ewan 
Ferguson, to discuss the future of the 
Brumbys Road site.

“I received an assurance that no 
decisions on the future of the station 
had been made and none would be 
made without further consultation 
with the brigade — I accepted the word 
of the Chief Officer.

“On May 24, 2016, I wrote to the 
newly appointed CEO, Lucinda Nolan 
seeking assurance that the disposal 
of the fire station would be handled 
with care and compassion, bearing 
in mind the history of how the facility 
was provided.

“I received a telephone call from 
Lucinda Nolan again advising that 
no decision had been made and 
a consultative process would be 
undertaken at the appropriate time.

“To my knowledge, neither of these 
commitments have been honoured.”

He said the CFA as the property 
owner, clearly has a right to dispose 
of the property, but there should 
be at least some compassion and 

understanding given to those who hold 
the facility dearly.

“There are retired members of the 
brigade who are very upset by the 
current actions of the CFA.”

Mr Kennedy said the decision to list 
the property without any consultation 
is “immoral, heartless and totally 
inconsiderate”.

He said he hopes the CFA will 
reconsider and is prepared to accept 
a peppercorn payment if the facility 
becomes a community centre.

“After all, the investment by the CFA 
is minimal, but the investment by 
the South Warrandyte community is 
enormous.

“I cannot believe the CFA who 
promote themselves as ‘WE ARE 
COMMUNITY’ can so heartlessly place 
this property on the market without 
any consideration of the community – 
what am I missing here?”

A CFA spokesperson told the Diary 
the Authority is not in a position to gift 
properties to other parties, nor retain 
or sell them at undervalued amounts. 

“CFA and the Victorian Government 
made a significant investment of 

more than $6m in the acquisition of 
land and construction of a new and 
modern fire station in 2015 to serve 
the community of South Warrandyte 
and neighbouring areas.  
CFA has an obligation to utilise its 
assets in the best possible manner 
to support our volunteer brigades, 
and the sale of surplus stations is 
a significant contributor to our 
program of station refurbishments 
and replacements, which benefit 
all CFA volunteers and our local 
communities.”   
Despite being placed with a real 

estate agent, the Diary  has been 
told the former South Warrandyte 
station property has recently been 
resubmitted through the First Right of 
Refusal process, which gives state and 
local government entities, including 
the Manningham Council, the ability 
to express interest in the property 
and purchase from CFA at the Valuer 
General’s valuation.  

This process takes around 60 days, 
and if there is no outcome from the 
process, CFA will relist the property for 
public auction.

RYAN SMITH MP
Member for Warrandyte 
I RECENTLY raised a very important 
issue in State Parliament regarding the 
former South Warrandyte CFA station 
on Brumbys Road.

The former station has recently 
been listed for sale for close to $1 
million, an exorbitant mark-up from 
the Manningham council evaluation 
of $120,000 in 2017.

I have been campaigning with 
local community groups for the 
past six years for the government 
to allow the community use of the 
building, ever since the multimillion-
dollar integrated station in South 
Warrandyte was completed.

Every time that I have raised this 
issue with the government, I have 
been told that the station continues 
“…to meet internal needs and will do 
so for the foreseeable future — there 
are no immediate plans for the CFA to 
vacate or dispose of these premises.”

Locals I have spoken with have been 
rightly angered by this response as the 
station has stood largely empty over 

the last six years.
In April 2021, the acting Minister 

for Emergency Services wrote to 
me stating that : “Should the CFA 
determine in the future that the site 
is no longer needed, there will be an 
opportunity for the local council to 
purchase the property for community 
purposes.”

Four months later, in August, the 
minister wrote again stating that, if 
the land was deemed surplus by the 
CFA, it must be offered through a First 
Right of Refusal process to Victorian 
government departments as well as 
to local government, whilst again 
reiterating that the CFA still require 
the South Warrandyte station for the 
foreseeable future.

Through conversat ions  w ith 
Manningham Council and volunteer 
CFA members, it appears there has 
been no offering of the former station 
for community use as promised by the 
government.

It  has become apparent that 
the government’s only vision for 
community assets is to try to sell them 
in order to fill the bottomless black 
hole of state debt.

This is just another example of 
the difference between what this 

government says and what they do.
Each Minister I have written to 

was aware of the various community 
organisations that would have 
been interested in using the space, 
including a permanent base for 
the Warrandyte Men’s Shed, the 
Warrandyte Scouts, or a dedicated 
ambulance station for the Warrandyte 
area or even for the volunteers at 
South Warrandyte to return home.

This is another disappointing result 
for the communities of the Warrandyte 
electorate, who have continued to be 
let down by this government.

I will be pursuing this matter further 
to ensure that all proper processes 
were followed by the government.

If they have not, my community will 
be made aware that this government 
continues to ignore community needs 
and expectations.

I  have asked the Minister to 
withdraw the station from the market 
and gift it to Manningham Council 
for community use or at least — at 
the very least — offer the property 
at a properly valued price as was 
promised. 

I will continue to keep the community 
updated on any developments.

opinion

Promises broken on CFA Shed

Photo: DON HUGHES
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Fifteen life saving defibrillators for our community
Each day, more than 80 Australians suffer 
cardiac arrest. Without the aid of a defibrillator, 
nine out of ten people don’t survive. 

Defibrillators save lives.

Community Bank Warrandyte have purchased 
fifteen easy-to-use, lifesaving defibrillators. 
Accessible to all, any time of the day or night. 

It’s a $30,000 contribution with a benefit you 
can’t put a price on. And it’s made possible 
because locals choose to bank with us.

Know where these lifesaving defibrillators are. 
One day, one of these 80 Australians might 
depend on you.

Find out more. Call 9844 2233 or search 
Bendigo Bank Warrandyte. 

1708256-CB-Warrandyte Defib-Press Advert-260x360mm.indd   11708256-CB-Warrandyte Defib-Press Advert-260x360mm.indd   1 24/2/22   12:43 pm24/2/22   12:43 pm
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Living with COVID in March 2022

Disruptions continue 
for Fitzsimons Lane 

upgrade

By JAMES POYNER
AFTER TWO YEARS of turmoil, our 
“community norm” is back on track, 
with festivals, and other events, on 
the cusp of making their 2022 return.

With no lockdowns in place since 
October 2021, restrictions like five-
kilometre radii are — hopefully, and 
optimistically — a thing of the past.

As of Wednesday, March 2, second 
dose vaccination for 12+ in Victoria 
sits at 94 per cent of the eligible 
population, and third dose for eligible 
18+ was at 59.4 per cent.

But our local municipalities of 
Manningham and Nillumbik are 
ahead of the curve, with official 
statistics from the Department of 
Health placing Manningham and 

Nillumbik at 64.9 and 70 per cent 
of the eligible population having 
received three doses as of February 
28, 2022.

From its peak of 51,163 daily new 
cases of coronavirus on January 7, 
new cases are trending between 
5,000 and 7,000 new cases per day, 
since February 17 with the majority of 
positive results recorded with Rapid 
Antigen Test kits (RATs) — and with 
the RAT supply issues seemingly a 
thing of the past, the general outlook 
is optimistic.

However, this does not mean it is 
all plain sailing, with self-isolation 
rules for positive cases causing havoc 
for families, businesses, sporting and 
community groups who often have 

to change plans at short notice when 
cases emerge within their ranks.

Masks and QR Codes
Mask and QR Code mandates have 

been significantly relaxed.
Since February 18, QR Code check-

in is no longer required in retail, 
schools and workplaces.

The only place QR Code check-in is 
still used is for venues and facilities 
within the vaccinated economy.

Presently, under the vaccinated 
economy, you are required to 
show your vaccination status when 
attending:
• hospitality and entertainment 

venues
• adult/higher education

• hair and beauty services venues
• community premises
• physical recreation venues.

The easiest way to do this is with 
the Service Victoria QR Code check 
in app.

As of February 25, rules around 
masks relaxed also.

Currently, masks are only required 
in the following circumstances:
• People on public transport, in 

taxis and rideshare, on planes, and 
indoors at an airport

• People working or visiting 
hospitals, and indoor areas at care 
facilities

• Workers in hospitality, retail and 
the court system

• Workers at justice and correctional 
facilities

• Students in Grade 3 or above 
at primary school and workers 
at early childhood centres and 
primary schools (masks can be 
removed in secondary school)

• People working indoors at an event 
with more than 30,000 people 
attending

• In special circumstances, such as if 
you have COVID-19 or are a close 
contact and you’re leaving home

This does not apply if you have a 
valid medical exemption, and equally, 
if you feel more comfortable wearing 
a mask in any given situation, then 
continue to wear it.

MAJOR ROADS Projects Victoria 
(MRPV) continues the works on the 
Fitzsimons Lane upgrade and has 
provided a statement on the project’s 
next stage.

Lane closures
There will be lane closures in effect 

from Sunday, March 6, as works are 
undertaken to complete drainage 
works and build up the road along 
Williamsons Road and Fitzsimons 
Lane between Atkinson Street and 
Westerfolds Park, and on Porter Street 
— west of the roundabout if you are 
driving towards Templestowe Village.

During this time, there will be lane 
closures and speed limits reduced to 
40km/h on Porter Street.

Construction crews will be in place 
Monday to Friday from 6am to 5pm, 
and Saturday to Sunday from 7am 
to 5pm.

Nightworks
There will also be some nights works 

from Sunday to Friday, between 6pm 
and 5am each night.

Traffic management will be in place 
to guide road users through the area.

Access to businesses and residences 
will be maintained during these 
works.

Foote Street
Crews will be relocating powerlines 

underground.
The installation of new drainage 

and construction of pavement will 
continue in the centre medians of 

Williamsons Road, either side of the 
Foote Street intersection.

As crews work to relocate overhead 
powerlines underground, there will 
be boring and trenching on Foote 
Street, west of the intersection.

One end of Glendale Avenue will be 
closed, with lane closures continuing 
across the Foote Street intersection.

There will also be trench and bore 
works around the southwest corner 
of Williamsons Road and Foote Street.

Main Road completion works
Following on from its  major 

construction campaign, crews will 
be tidying up around the Main Road/
Fitzsimons Lane intersection and 
finishing off work on medians and the 
Fitzsimons Lane retaining wall.

T h e re  w i l l  b e  m i n o r  t ra f f i c 
management in place for the ongoing 
safety of drivers and workers.

Porter Street road surfacing
Heading into the final stage of 

works to upgrade the Porter Street 
roundabout to traffic lights, crews will 
continue to prepare the road surface 
for the signalised intersection.

Over the next  three months, 
lane closures and changed traffic 
conditions will continue on all legs of 
the intersection as the new pavement 
is built and new drainage is installed 
throughout the area.

MRPV said it will notify directly 
impacte d residents  re garding 
nightworks.

By MARGARET KELLY
WARRANDYTE HISTORICAL Society is 
pleased to announce that the museum 
is opening again.

After being closed for almost two 
years due to the pandemic, the 
museum will reopen just in time for 
Warrandyte Festival.

In addition to the museum’s regular 
exhibitions, it will also feature its Pure 
Gold display.

This display is available to visitors in 
the Museum during opening hours.

Interesting and colourful banners will 
be on display external to the Museum 
and accessible by visitors when the 
museum is closed.

These displays showcase the discovery 
of gold and how this discovery shaped 
the township and community.

They convey the lure of gold and 
excitement around the discovery that 
continues today.

And keep an eye out for an upcoming 
talk in May from local stonemason 
James Charlwood.

More information will be published 
in the April Diary.

The museum at 111 Yarra Street, 
Warrandyte, is open for Warrandyte 
Festival on Saturday, March 19, 10am – 
4:30pm, and then every Sunday starting 
from March 20, 1:30pm–4:30pm.

Get back into history

THE FIRST ORDINARY Council 
Meeting of 2022 for both Manningham 
and Nillumbik Councils took place on 
February 22, 2022.

Both meetings are livestreamed to 
allow for remote viewing.

A recording on the Livestream as well 
as text/pdf version of the minutes are 
available via each council’s website.

Manningham
C o u n c i l  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a n d 

congratulated Warrandyte-born Scotty 
James for his recent achievement at the 
2022 Beijing Winter Olympics.

Scotty James won Silver in the Men’s 
Snowboard Halfpipe.

Council noted:

“The four time Olympian was the 
youngest male Olympian in 50 years 
when competing at this first Olympics 
in 2010.
Scotty has been an active role model 
and mentor within his sport, and is a 
great ambassador for winter sports 
and the sporting community.”
Local resident Meg Downie submitted 

questions to Public Question time 
concerning the removal of dead, 
fallen trees in 100 Acre Reserve, Park 
Orchards, and asked what Council will 
do to control rubbish dumping and 
discourage unpleasant behaviour in 
the open space behind 53-55 Aranga 
Crescent, which is where FOMDAC 
(Friends of Manningham Dog and 
Cats) has rooms.

Director of City Services, Ms Rachelle 
Quattrocchi responded to each 
question.

With regards to 100 Acres, Ms 
Quattrocchi advised that parks 
maintenance crews are currently 
working through a back log of tree 
requests from recent storm events and 
attending to all tree debris requests as 
soon as practicable. 

This request has been noted and 
alerted for action by the parks team. 

An update on the progress of these 
works will be provided once available.

In response to Ms Downie’s question 
about 53-55 Aranga Crescent, Ms 
Quattrocchi advised any complaints 
regarding rubbish should be raised 
through Manningham’s Customer 
Requests portal and that security in 
open spaces was a Police matter.

A Notice of Motion raised by Cr 
Stephen Mayne to address a drop 
in funding to the five Manningham 
Neighbourhood Houses was debated 
by councillors for more than 40 
minutes, as some councillors had 
concerns over the choice of wording 
in the notice of motion.

This motion follows funding allocation 
for the Community Partnership Grants 
program tabled at the December 14, 
2021 Council Meeting which saw 
not-for-profit funding streamlined 
and opened up to more organisations 
within Manningham, but with a 
consequence of significantly reducing 
the funding Council provides to the five 
Community/Neighbourhood Houses.

When Cr Mayne’s motion was lost, 
Cr Lange moved an alternate motion 
— which was subsequently carried 

unanimously — in which Council 
Officers will prepare a report, for 
council, outlining ways in which 
Council can further support its 
Community Houses, this report will 
be presented and discussed at the May 
Ordinary Council Meeting.

Nillumbik
Following on from decisions made 

at the November 30, 2021 Ordinary 
Council  Meeting in relation to 
the Melbourne Water land sale in 
Christmas Hills, at the February 
meeting, Council agreed to become 
Committee of Management (CoM) 
for Lots 1,2 and 3 on the parcel of land 
at 40 Simpson Road, Christmas Hills.

This land contains the Christmas 
Hills Hall, Tennis Courts and old Post 
Office.

DELWP has reported to Council the 
Strategic Crown Land Assessment 
(SLCA) process has identified the 
land as of medium public value and 
Melbourne Water intend to sell the 
land in the future.

Council resolved the CEO would 
write a letter of support to the 
appropriate body regarding the above 
CoM proposal.
To view livestreams of the 
monthly council meetings in your 
municipality, visit:
manningham.vic.gov.au/about-
council/how-council-works/
council-meetings.
or
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/council/
meetings-and-committees/council-
meetings

February Ordinary Council 
Meetings roundup

Council wrap



I am back from 

Maternity Leave 
in March
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Manningham, Yarra Ward Report

Fresh Perspectives photography 
exhibition

H O W  A M A Z I N G  w a s  i t  t o  b e 
reconnecting with the community 
d u r i n g  t h e  Fre s h  Pe r s p e c t i v e s 
photography exhibition, installed in 
wonguim wilam park?

Traditionally, this place was where 
local First Nations people met, formed 
communities, and celebrated arts and 
crafts, teaching children the skill of 
making and throwing boomerangs.

It is wonderful that we still have 
authentic art and craft culture here, 
with Warrandyte Pottery Studio 
and classes, children’s art pieces 
displayed throughout the park and the 
photography exhibitions.

It was great that Council was able to 
officially name this park in recognition 
of the local Wurundjeri Woi-Wurrung 
people, and I cannot wait for the new 
play space to take shape, with work 
due to commence this year, enabling 
children to still have prominence in 
this area.

In addition, I cannot believe it has 
been a year since the first photography 
exhibition.

At that time, we believed that the 
pandemic was over.

However, here we are, standing in the 
shadow of another year that we would 
not want to repeat.

But the Fresh Perspectives exhibition 
is not about focusing on the past.

A fresh perspective gives us a new 
outlook on the people and situations 
we are involved in.

There are many ways to get a fresh 
perspective, which is why visitors to 
the exhibition will see a different vision 
on each photograph displayed at Taffy 
Jones Hut, from their understanding of 
the world and their experiences.

Placing the exhibition at Taffy Jones 

Hut means the photographs are 
accessible and can be appreciated by 
all, acknowledging the area’s history.

Putting art in place is something 
special.

I  am glad Manningham could 
support this exhibition through the 
Community Grants Program and 
sincere acknowledgement to the 
dedicated work from Jane Annois, 
Bill McAuley, Steve Dale and Sam 
McKenzie to bring this exhibition to 
life.

Webb Street footpath
I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s e v e r a l 

communications from residents, who 
welcome the installation of a footpath 
along Webb Street Warrandyte, for 
safe access to their car and residence, 
which is steep.

Residents have commented that 
Webb Street is very slippery and 
dangerous when wet, often forcing 
pedestrians to walk on the narrow road 
in competition with two-way traffic.

A l s o ,  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s  h a v e 
commented that they want the footpath 
to blend into the environment and 
complement the natural surroundings.

I am assured that Council officers are 
working on a design solution to achieve 
a safe and aesthetically appropriate 
outcome for the Webb Street footpath. 

A letter has been sent to affected 
residents from Council notifying of the 
planned footpath works.
Old South Warrandyte CFA building

I have received several queries from 
members of the community, as well 
as Ryan Smith MP, concerning the real 
eastate sale at 12 Brumbys Road, South 
Warrandyte (former CFA site).

Manningham Council does not own 
this land, and it does not appear that 
the relevant State Government agency 
has advised Council that the land is 
for sale.

Residents have suggested the site 
could be used for a Men’s Shed.

Council has not identified the 
property as a site suitable for purchase.

However, officers are working to 
identify existing Council-owned land 
suitable for community-focused uses 
such as a Men’s Shed.

Park Orchards Lions Community 
Recovery Wall

Last month, Park Orchards Lions 
hosted a street party to celebrate the 
opening of the Community Recovery 
Wall.

The Community Recovery Wall 

was constructed as both a fundraiser 
and a demonstration of community 
resilience during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The project involved selling tiles 
within the wall to members of the 
community to be inscribed with text 
(family name et cetera) to fund the 
construction of the wall.

The project initiated in mid-2020 
continued scope expansion to include 
refurbishment of the eastern wall of 
Park Road shops where Paulin Brooke 
had painted the town map in the late 
1980s/early 90s.

This included expanding the artwork 
along the wall and the installation 
of  a  dr inking fountain for  the 
local community and their canine 
companions.

After the opening event,  Park 
Orchards Lions provided a free BBQ 
from their Snagbusters BBQ to unveil 
their new marquee, courtesy of a grant 
from Community Bank Warrandyte, 
with live music and other stalls to add 
attraction.

The idea was first floated by club 
Secretary and project leader Robert 
Ellis.

Following two years and 1,000 hours 
of work by Lions’ members and the 
Nature in Art Painters from Park 
Orchards Community House, the 

end product is something to be very 
proud of.

Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Park
The month of March is the time for 

the community to provide feedback 
on the Jumping Creek Road upgrade 
project via Your Say Manningham.

The road upgrade is a major project 
to reconstruct the full-length of 
Jumping Creek Road from Ringwood/
Warrandyte Road in Warrandyte to 
Homestead Road in Wonga Park.

Jumping Creek Road is an important 
local link road that carries more than 
8,100 vehicles per day, with the traffic 
volumes estimated to nearly double 
by 2035.

B e t w e e n  Ja n u a r y  2 0 0 9  a n d 
December 2013, a total of 17 crashes 
were reported, resulting in casualties 
and one fatality.

There has been a very thorough 
consultation process that has been 
undertaken by Manningham that has 
included a community reference panel 
to finalise the design. 

The community  and Council 
desire a road upgrade that delivers 
safe, sustainable and functional 
infrastructure that protects and 
enhances the local landscape.

I encourage Wonga Park residents to 
visit the Your Say Manningham website 

and view the concept designs, which 
incorporates community feedback, 
where minimising the impacts on 
the area’s character, pedestrian safety 
and speed reduction were voiced as 
important.

This column was written by Cr Carli 
Lange and reflects her views and 
opinions. Cr Lange is not the official 
spokesperson for Council.

Cr Laura Mayne, Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert, Jane Annois and Cr Carli Lange

Water main works on 
Brackenbury Street
YA R R A  VA L L E Y  WAT E R  w i l l 
commence works on a section of 
the water main on Brackenbury 
Street (between Mitchell Avenue and 
Mullens Road) from Monday, March 
21, with works expected to last six to 
eight weeks.

Works will take place daily between 
7am and 5pm.

Brackenbury Street will be closed 
to traffic in stages during works, and 
driveways will be impacted.

Yarra Valley Water has said it will 
work with residents to ensure safe 
access to homes and does not expect 
any disruptions to water supply.

Downer has been awarded the 
contract for these works, and Yarra 
Valley Water has indicated there will 
be no disruption to bin collection and 
no tree removal work will be required.

With Anzac Day falling in the middle 
of these works, Warrandyte Diary 
has asked Yarra Valley Water if there 
will be any disruption to access to 
Warrandyte RSL.

A spokesperson for Yarra Valley 
Water assured the Diary that works 
would not impact the Anzac Day 
service.

Please call Yarra Valley Water on 
13 27 62 if you have any questions.

Webb Street footpath

Ward report

By CR CARLI LANGE
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Clay by the riverside

THE LAST WEEKEND of February saw 
the riverbank host the 22nd Pottery 
Expo, Warrandyte, with ceramic artists 
from across Australia presenting a wide 
range of studio ceramics to another 
record-breaking crowd.

More than 60 stands featured 
over 90 local and interstate potters, 
combined with live local music, food 
and wine plus hands-on clay activities 
for adults and children, talks and 
demonstrations.

A vast range of ceramic techniques 
and clays, including stoneware, 
terracotta, porcelain, raku, and 
wood firing, were used in creating 
the extensive selection of sculpture, 
functional ware and garden ceramics.

T h e  b u z z  a r o u n d  t h e  e v e n t 
commenced on Friday as potters and 
volunteers set up.

On Saturday,  the atmosphere 
became electric, with eager buyers 
and collectors filling the riverbank 
even before the 10am opening.

Keeping the Expo strong
Event Founder Jane Annois said this 

year, the event  had even bigger crowds 
than previous years — the expo is really 
booming. 

“We are seeing familiar faces and still 
new visitors to the event, especially 
younger buyers beginning to collect 
work and buy pieces they can use 
every day.

“In our 22nd year, we are anticipating 
more sales than ever before.”

Strong support came from local 
b u s i n e s s  s p o n s o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  
Manningham Council and Community 
Bank Warrandyte.

The boost in visitors to Warrandyte 
is great for the local businesses, 
with shops and cafes benefiting this 
weekend.

Yarra Street cafes and restaurants 
were again overflowing.

This year is significant for Jane as she 
passes the baton to Rosemary Irons 
(Mt Cooper Pottery) and Janice Keen 
(Janice Keen Ceramics).

Jane will continue to be associated 
with the Expo and will  run the 
programme for ceramic workshops 
and international visiting ceramic 
artists, as well as the local music that 
is a feature of the event.

“The Pottery Expo has a solid 
foundation and formula, and with 
Janice and Rosemary being ceramic 

artists as well as having a business 
background, the event is in good 
hands, and it’s great to have some fresh 
eyes taking it forward,” said Jane.

Rosemary said it was an honour to be 
asked to support the event in this way.

“Jane has created an incredible 
festival that is highly valued by the local 
community and potters alike,” she said.

Janice added: “Rosemary and I 
are looking forward to stepping in 
making the event even stronger whilst 
honouring the traditions that have 
made the Expo so successful.”

New stallholders and prize-winners 
This year saw many potters attending 

the Expo for the first time.
Pauline Meade of Pauline Meade 

Ceramics was impressed with the 
Expo volunteers as well as the visitors 
to the Expo.

“There were so many people who 
really appreciated how much work 
goes into what we do and understood 
the value of the potters’ work.

“I loved how well organised it is, and 
the support of the volunteers who ran 
the event was great,” she said.

Prizes for the potters are a highlight 
of the two-day event.

Two new stallholders shared the 
Michael Hallam INCA Award for 
innovative contemporary ceramics 
this year, presented by the Warrandyte 
Riverside Market.

Danni Bryant won for her innovative 
use of articulation — Danni’s ceramics 
move and flex.

Her articulated sculptural work begs 
to be touched or picked up.

Danni demonstrated how the 
sculpture can be held to make it move 
or placed on the body where it wraps 
around the body, almost like armour.

“It was fantastic that so many people 
interacted with the work, it’s very 
tactile, and as an artist, it’s great to have 
the work seen,” Danni said.

The second winner was Canadian-
born artist Claire Ellis who is leading 
the way with innovative use in 
recycling the plastic wrapping clays 
are transported in.

Claire uses this recycled material in 
the lids of white cylindrical vessels.

The winner of the Warrandyte Lions 
Best Presented Stand was Chantal 
Stewart.

Chantal’s background as a graphic 
designer and illustrator was evident 
in her stand featuring crisp, clean 
silhouettes that showcased her work.

The Potters Prize is for the work of 
the favoured potter at the Expo.

The potters vote on it, and this year’s 
winner was Steve Williams from NSW.

Steve creates wood-fired work with 
an Australian character using local 
clays from his Dolly’s Flat Studio.

Steve’s prize is a piece from last year’s 
winner, Arnaud Barraud, a well-known 

potter from Kalorama.
Steve will now continue the tradition 

by donating a piece for next year’s 
winner.

Lots to learn and do
This year, the popular Clay Hub tent 

expanded with activities for children 
and adults.

Warrandyte Pottery Studio, Claytalk 
Montsalvat and Clayworks hosted a 
range of activities where everyone 
could get their hands on clay.

Visitors were invited to a sneak peek 
at six of the artists’ studios during the 
Tent Talk sessions hosted by Slow Clay 
Centre on both Saturday and Sunday.

Each of the six artists presented a 
talk, and a behind the scenes look at 
their ceramic art and studios.

Visitors could also learn how to 
build a wood-fired kiln and were 
treated to an exploration glaze and clay 
communities.

Once again, The Pottery Expo was a 
huge success, and the riverbank was 
alive with artists, music, colour, stalls, 
locals, and visitors.

Rosemary and Janice are already 
planning for next year, which will 
welcome back international artists and 
continue to grow the event and raise 
the quality of ceramic art on show — 
the organisers and potters cannot wait 
to welcome you back in 2023!

Photo: BILL McAULEY

Ceramic scupltures by Ann-Marie Gentile

Photo BILL McAULEY

Raku copper matte pots by Mark Moran
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Photo BILL McAULEY

Ceramic pots by Trevor Smith

Photo: PETER JONES

Colourful bowls by Howard Billings

Jack Latti’s vases

Kids decorate pots at the Clay Hub

Ceramic Dragon by Rob Matheson

Platter by Dianne Collins

12 Y.O. Flynn (left) entertains the crowd (and an attentive dog)

Photo: PETER JONES

Photo PETER JONES Photo BILL McAULEY

Photo: PETER JONES

Photo BILL McAULEY



OPENING NIGHT: 
*  Friday 18th, 7pm (cheese platters,  
 wine and refreshments at bar prices)  
*   Entry $5  
PUBLIC VIEWING: 
*  Sat. 19th, 10am—4pm  

*  Sun 20th, 10am—3pm 

*  Entry: $5 

Warrandyte Community Church 

57 Yarra Street, Warrandyte  

www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au   

36th WARRANDYTE ART SHOW—MARCH 18-20 
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A Warrandyte for all things
By BILL PHEASANT
STANDING ON a Manna Gum log 
jutting over the Yarra, I was looking 
west.

I was watching the light leave the day, 
when a small shape appeared on the 
river surface and remained in place, 
before a sudden plunge took it away.

That platypus, in 2015, was my first 
sighting after living near the river 
since 1999.

It made me pay more attention.
Arriving here as fairly new parents, 

raising our children was the main 
focus, but the surrounding bush 
and community life has become 
increasingly significant.

On the lookout for platypus a year 
or two later, I heard an unfamiliar 
call, and I eventually spied a pair of 
Peregrine Falcons — the world’s fastest 
birds — settling into a nook high in a 
rock face.

For two years I watched as they 
raised chicks, having witnessed a pair 
of Powerful Owls for two previous 
years do the same.

And last spring, standing still, 
watching for the return of the Sacred 
Kingfishers from their Queensland 
winter homes to their nests along 
the river, my attention shifted to a 
scratching noise along a fallen log.

After a pause, I finally saw it — an 
Agile Antechinus — a trunk-hugging 
marsupial mouse with funky moves.

A first sighting for me.
The past two years have been deeply 

unsettling for many, and there are a 
lot of people uncertain how to regain 
sure footing on a path that in early 2020 
looked pretty clear.

But there were a few things that 
seemed to emerge when Melbourne 
effectively closed up for months at 
a time.

With travel so restricted, and not 
many places to go anyway, I found I 
met neighbours on the street where 
we live that I’d never seen.

We shared shopping lists and did 
food drops, checking in on people, 
perhaps more carefully.

We bought takeaway from local 
restaurants and made sure they knew 
we appreciated each meal.

Because we did.
As a community, we tried the best 

we could to manage and help out.
As things are reopening, I can see 

the traffic is creeping back up.
The chase to keep up with living 

costs is biting, but some of the gems 
we discovered remain: that time spent 
in our gardens, parks and bushlands 
keeps us mentally well, and more 
connected.

And maybe I was more distracted 
by work or kids or plans before this.

But it still feels like the pace at the 
IGA is less frenetic.

The Carols at Christmas had a 
particular shine, and the green lawns 
of the River Reserve near Taffy’s Hut 
— wonguim wilam — were again 
crowded for the second photographic 
exhibition last month.

As I write this afternoon, while 
parrots come to raid the apricot 
leaves, I noticed a pair of tiny musk 
lorikeets — birds that have never 
ventured close to our house are 
suddenly happy to sit and preen 
nearby for a spell, and are almost 
brave enough to dip down low and 
drink at the garden pond.

To cherish Warrandyte is to want to 
look after it.

To ensure the things we hold as 

important are there for the next 
generations.

We’ve been fortunate to have had a few 
mild summers here while witnessing 
the record-breaking heatwaves from 
the Sequoia forests of California to the 
Karri forests south of Perth.

Climate change threatens our safety.
The science shows we must stop 

burning coal and cut net carbon 
emissions by 75 per cent by 2030.

To conserve these places — this 
community — we need to rebuild our 
economy with clean renewable energy.

I want my grandchildren to see 
platypuses here too.

Bill Pheasant lives in Warrandyte, 
has a degree in science and careers 
i n  j o u r n a l i s m  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 

development, and is the candidate 
for the Greens for the Federal seat of 
Menzies.

Authorised by B. Pheasant, 1/45 William St, 
Melbourne 3000

opinion Photos: BILL PHEASANT



Solar Victoria authorised retailer CEC ACCREDITED SOLAR COMPANY

Solar and battery design, installation and maintenance

22 Commercial Place 
Eltham
3095
(above Eltham Bookshop)

0409 088 772 
Wed – Sat 11 - 4

MARCH 2022 Warrandyte Diary 11

By JAMES POYNER
AS PART OF the Park Orchards 
Recovery Wall project, as reported 
in February M&N Bulletin ,  the 
community, through Park Orchards 
Learning Centre’s Nature in Art group, 
has given Pauline Brooke’s village 
map a fresh coat of paint, and a mural 
depicting local flora and fauna.

The Diary spoke with members of 
the Nature in Art group about the 
project.

Terry Napier, the founder of the 
Nature in Art group, said their goal 
was to represent the nature of Park 
Orchards on the wall.

“Our main theme in Nature in Art 
is to remind people of the beauty of 
nature and what we are losing rapidly, 
so we hope the mural is going to be a 
constant reminder.

“We have had so much reaction 
to it including all the little kids from 
school coming home, and that’s been 
tremendous,” he said.

The idea was presented to the Nature 
in Art group via local “dabbler” and 
Nature in Art member Anne Gibson 
who was approached by the Park 
Orchards Lions Club when they 
decided to give Pauline Brooke’s map 
a touch-up.

“Trevor from the Lions Club said 
‘we’re redoing the map which Pauline 
Brooke did years and years ago, do 
you want to do something on the rest 
of the wall?’.

“I just thought it would be a nice 
community project, get the Nature 
in Art students from the Community 
House involved.

“I thought we would depict the 100 
Acres.

“All of that is pretty close to my 
heart, all the mess we’re making of our 
environment,” she said.

The mural took a little over three-
and-a-half weeks to paint.

Anne and the group usually paint 
with watercolours, but for this project 
they had to use housepaint, which 
Anne explained was a challenge all 
on its own.

“I had to pick out a red, white, blue, 
green, yellow and black. 

“Because they are not primary 
colours — because they are made up 
of other colours — mixing them was a 
real challenge.

“We had a bit of fun with this, some 
strange colours,” she said.

The Park Orchards Nature in Art 
group is the second biggest group of 
its kind outside the Botanical Gardens. 

The addition of the animals to the 
town map breathe new life and new 
meaning into a long-standing town 
feature, and the mural’s message 
“tread lightly and care for country” 
is a fitting reminder we need to look 
after our environment, as well as our 
community.

See Page 21 to see how you can join 
Nature in Art classes. 

A fresh look for Park Orchards mural

Margaret Napier, Terry Napier, Deborah McNeil, Graham Pilley and Anne Gibson

CFA volunteers continue fundraising tradition
By SUSAN FOREMAN
COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY (CFA) 
volunteers will again hit the streets 
and rattle tins to fundraise for the 
annual Royal Children’s Hospital 
Good Friday Appeal.

2022 marks CFA’s 71st year, proudly 
supporting the appeal.

The sight of volunteers fundraising 
from fire trucks and at traffic lights 
across the state is an iconic feature 
of the event.

CFA has raised more than $35 
million since 1951, helping the 
hospital deliver world-class care to 
sick kids.

CFA Deputy Chief Officer Kaylene 
Jones, CFA Warrandyte Lieutenant 
Camren Jones and three of his 
brigade members joined staff and 
families at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital to launch this year’s 
campaign.

“Warrandyte has been fundraising 
for the appeal for the last six years, 
and so far, we have raised about 
$24,000,” Camren said.

“CFA volunteerism is all about 
giving back to the community, and I 
don’t think there’s any greater cause 
than helping children, especially in 
their time of need.”

Being involved in the Good Friday 
Appeal also has a special place in 
Camren’s heart.

“When I was a child, I had to see 
a specialist at the Royal Children’s 

Hospital, so I feel like I’m just giving 
back to those that helped me when 
I was younger.

“It’s really one of the major 
highlights of being a CFA volunteer 
each year,” he said.

Camren said that  2020 was 
different, with all Appeal fundraising 
held online.

It presented a unique challenge, 
however, one that he was happy to 
work through.

Though he is looking forward to 
in-person tin-rattling again this year.

CFA Deputy Chief Officer Kaylene 
Jones also attended the launch 
and praised CFA volunteers’ 
commitment.

“It’s a testament to our volunteers’ 
community-mindedness, that not 
only do they volunteer to keep 
their communities safe from fire 
and other emergencies — in their 
remaining spare time, they are also 
fundraising for other causes,” she 
said.

“We are incredibly proud of that 
effort and pleased to once again 
step-up and support the Appeal in 
2022.

“It has been a tough few years for 
many Victorians, but if you can, 
please donate to this important 
cause.”

Victorians will be able to donate to 
local brigades’ appeals online.

Firefighters Camren Jones and Louise Naus meet a grateful RCH patient



Building a better Manningham
Milestone reached for 
Jumping Creek Road 
Jumping Creek Road upgrade has 
reached a significant milestone with  
the concept design now complete.  
We asked for your feedback on the plans 
and we got it. We thank everyone for their 
valued input into this design.  
We will now be working on the detailed 
design. We anticipate the process to 
be completed by mid-2022, with works 
commencing late 2022. 
The upgrade will include:
• Traffic lights at Wonga Park 

Township intersection 
• Underground drainage system
• New roundabouts at Hooper 

and Hartley Road
• A recreational trail 
• Extensive revegetation 
• Aerial and wildlife crossings
We look forward to commencing works 
on this important project. 
For more information and to view the 
concepts plans, visit

  yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
jumping-creek-road-upgrade 

 

Masterplan for  
Wonga Park Reserve
We are developing a masterplan for 
the future development and usage 
of Wonga Park Reserve and want 
the community to get involved. The 
masterplan will provide clear direction 
for the design and development of the 
reserve over the next 15 years. You can 
have your say on the future of Wonga 
Park Reserve by providing feedback  
and ideas at 

  yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
wonga-park-reserve-masterplan

Manningham Council News

 9840 9333    manningham.vic.gov.au      

Volunteer Recognition 
Program  
Do you know a deserving Manningham 
volunteer? Between 1 March and 30 
April, Council is handing out $50 gift 
vouchers to local volunteers who have 
gone above and beyond to help others 
in our community.  
To nominate a volunteer: 
1. Go to our webform and enter the 

volunteer’s details and organisation. 
2. Tell us in 100 words or less why this 

volunteer should be recognised for 
their contributions to Manningham. 

For more information, visit 

   manningham.vic.gov.au/
volunteer-recognition

Basketball? Dirt jumps? 
Something else...?
We want to hear what you think of our 
sporting facilities and how we  
can improve them. 
Select the sport you have an interest in 
and tell us what you want to see.
Complete our community member 
survey by Wednesday, 9 March 2022.

  yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
sports-facility-development-
plan

Provide feedback on 
our domestic animal 
management plan  
We have developed a draft Domestic 
Animal Management Plan 2021-2025 
following community feedback. 
The draft plan outlines key actions  
for Council in its management of  
dogs and cats. You can provide 
feedback on the draft plan until 
Monday 4 April 2022. 
Review the draft plan at 

  yoursaymanningham.com.au/
damp 

Last call to apply for the 
Community Grant Program 
Manningham not-for-profit 
organisations and sporting clubs can 
still apply to receive up to $20,000 
in funding to deliver programs and 
activities for the community.
There are three grant categories 
available under the 2022 Community 
Grant Program. 
Applications close Monday, 14 March 
2022.
For more information, visit

  manningham.vic.gov.au/
community-grant-program 

  9840 9333

Subscribe to receive  
news in your inbox
Stay in touch with everything that 
is happening at Council and around 
our community by subscribing to 
our monthly eNewsletter. 
Receive the latest news about our 
essential services, programs, projects 
and activities, straight to your inbox 
using the our online form.

  manningham.vic.gov.au/
subscribe-to-our-enews
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Be kind to your pet and your vet
By JAMES POYNER
WHEN SINEAD GREER decided to 
press pause on her veterinary nursing 
career at the end of 2021, it was with 
mixed feelings.

Sinead worked in mixed practice 
for eight years and is well known 
to the clients and patients of North 
Warrandyte Veterinary Clinic.

As almost all of us have realised, the 
pandemic restrictions forced us all to 
shine a spotlight on where and how 
we work and live.

Realising the damage she was doing 
to herself, working in a physically, 
mentally, and emotionally demanding 
environment, Sinead decided to 
step back from veterinary nursing to 
rebuild, reassess and find a better path 
— not just for herself, but hopefully for 
all veterinary nurses.

The Diary sat down with Sinead 
to talk about her time at North 
Warrandyte Veterinar y Clinic, 
highlight the stresses of veterinary 
nursing, and talk about her plans to 
improve the mental health and well-
being of veterinary nurses across 
Australia.

“I had been in larger hospitals, 
working in emergency and also at Lort 
Smith Animal Hospital.

“S o  w h e n  I  t o o k  t h e  j o b  i n 
Warrandyte, I saw it as a bit of a 
challenge because I was managing 
a branch clinic, and it was mixed 
practice which means you’ve got your 
farm animals, your horses, as well as 
dogs, cats, and chickens, and I hadn’t 
done mixed practice before.”

Sinead worked across both the 
North Warrandyte and Yarrambat 
clinics.

“Over the eight years, I became, 
pretty much, a part of the community 
because you build that rapport with 
the clients, and I took a lot of pride in 

getting to know the clients and their 
pets and being able to care for and 
support both of them.

“I always knew I had pretty good 
connections and friendships, but 
it wasn’t really apparent until I left, 
when I was overwhelmed by the 
community’s kindness and generosity.

“I was quite taken aback by the 
impact I had made,” she said.

After working for eight years in a 
growing mixed practice, with the last 
two during the pandemic, Sinead 
realised that something had to change.

“It was hard for me to make the 
decision.

“The clinic was already getting busier 
with the number of people getting 
pets, but COVID just exacerbated that 
a lot — from pet adoptions and just 
more people getting pets in general.

“Also, they’ve been at home, so their 
increased awareness in their pet also 
made the demand for that care a lot 
larger and a lot bigger.

“But, it also then put a lot of pressure 
on us. 

Staff sickness protocols changed 
during COVID — our clinic was split 
into two teams, so if one team was 
to go down due to COVID, the other 
could continue to provide the service 
and care.

“It was like we were at half the staff 
but double the amount of work.”

Sinead talked about how, like many 
other industries during the pandemic 
with similar protocols, the pandemic 
set-up was a recipe for burnout in 
an industry that already suffers from 
excessive workloads and the risk of 
compassion fatigue.

“I just realised that we cannot all 
be superheroes, we have to take a 
step back and be realistic, and I was 
getting to the point where it was going 
to affect my life at home.

“Recognising those things and 
realising that I was struggling a little 
bit with burnout, and that I just 
needed a break — and I just felt like it 
was probably the best time to do that.”

Poor mental health practices and 
an inadequate employment award 
contribute to serious mental health 
issues in the veterinary industry.

A Parliamentary Committee on 
mental health and suicide prevention 
heard, in 2021, that suicide in the 
veterinary sector is four-times higher 
than in the general public.

While there are a few charities who 
are raising awareness on mental 
health in the industry, such as Flynn’s 
Walk and Love Your Pet Love Your Vet, 
there is a need for more, and Sinead 
is currently undertaking a Diploma in 
Counselling as a pathway to perhaps 
re-entering the industry in a mental 
health and wellbeing role.

When your pet is injured, taking 
it to the vet can be a stressful and 
emotional experience for both you 
and your pet.

For the staff at your local clinic, often 
working 10–12-hour days, four to six 
days per week — and who love your 
pet as much as you — it can be an 
emotionally stressful time for them 
as well.

Sinead is beginning a journey to 
bring much needed mental health 
reform to the sector.

She will miss her time at North 
Warrandyte Veterinar y Clinic, 
especially the goats and lambs.

“It’s always fun when the little goats 
and the little lambs come in with little 
nappies on — I’m a a bit of a sucker for 
those and anything that’s a little bit out 
of the ordinary.

“I mean, you do have your favourites.
“I’m definitely a dog person, even 

though I do have a dog and a cat.

“But I can’t go past the little goats, I 
guess little goats and the little lambs 
— they are a lot of fun.”

Remember, the next time you are 
at the vet, be kind, especially when 
your animal is injured or in distress. 
As Sinead puts it : “Be kind, and 
understand that we’re not money-
hungry.

“We are thinking of your animal just 
as much as you are, and that’s why if 
we say no, it is because we want what’s 
best for your pet.”

To find out more about Flynn’s 
Walk and Love Your Pet Love Your 
Pet visit : flynnswalk.com.au and  
loveyourpetloveyourvet.com.au.

Sinaed Greer and friend

Photo supplied
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New head of your Neighbourhood House
By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
House is going through some exciting 
changes.

Lana Bedford is  taking over 
the Manager role and says she is 
pleased to deliver some exciting and 
varied programs to the Warrandyte 
community.

Lana has lived in Warrandyte for 
more than a decade but has spent 
much of that time managing a large 
Neighbourhood House in the west of 
Melbourne.

“COVID has seen everyone rethink 
their lives, and I was spending so 
much time commuting, it will be 
wonderful being able to walk to 
work.”

She told the Diary that her passion 
is for community.

“I think that, if anything, the last two 
years have shown us how important 
communities and how important 
community spaces are.

“I’ve got a very strong belief that any 
issues we face as a community, we 
can solve as a community.

“If we come together, we consult; 
I’m open to hearing about the issues 
that we’re facing because I think there 
are some that have been bubbling up 
throughout the pandemic”.

She said one of the big problems 
that have come out of COVID is 
mental health.

“We know the people in our 
community that are struggling with 
mental health issues and really 
need to feel the support of their 
community — and that’s what we’re 
here for.”

She said that some great programs 
on offer can help people connect 
with the community, such as exercise 
programs and creative classes, but 
there are other ways to get involved.

“We always welcome volunteers; 
we want to make sure that this is a 

place where people who want to give 
back to their community can go.

“ There are some interesting 
projects that we’re doing for people 
with specific skills — maybe you’re 
a graphic designer, you’ve just 
graduated, and you want some 
experience — this is a great space.

“It’s a really exciting time for the 
House, there’s new staff, there’s a lot 
of new people on our board, and I 
think we can look really creatively at 
what we’re doing and how we might 
do things differently.”

She told the Diary she was keen to 
hear from the community about what 
programs they would like to see in the 
Neighbourhood House.

“It’s not really what I want to do with 
the House; it’s what the community 
wants from the House… making sure 
it is very responsive to community 
need.”

She said that new participants and 
volunteers are always welcome.

“I think we acknowledge that 
coming in anywhere for the first 
time can be a little bit intimidating, 
but that’s not true for Neighbourhood 
House; it’s got a really friendly feel.

“People bend over backwards to 
make your experience welcoming 
— and that is not just the paid staff, 
but all the volunteers and all the 
participants of the program want 
people to feel included.

“We’ll make sure that we are 
responding to your needs, so if you 
have any special needs, in terms of 
access, we will make sure we address 
that”.

She said she will be building on 
some fantastic foundations.

“We are going to continue to run all 
those programs that are well-loved in 
our community, and introduce some 
new projects and try and get different 
demographics into the House.

“We want to make sure that there is 
something for every life stage — there 

should be something that everyone 
can enjoy.”

Community Pantry
During the pandemic, Warrandyte 

Neighbourhood House partnered 
with CareNet to provide food relief 
to families in need.

Unfortunately, Lana said, due to 
resourcing, they will not be able to 
continue the mobile pantry.

But, they will contribute to a 
permanent pantry that is currently 
being set up at the House.

“People who have excess food in 
the community can contribute, and 

people that need it can take from it.
“A lot of people in our community 

are not used to asking for help, 
but it’s going to be a really lovely 
community initiative where people 
can give and take in the spirit of 
community — give what you can, 
take what you need”.

Warrandyte Rocks!
The Neighbourhood House is 

very excited to be a big part of the 
Warrandyte Festival this year.

As well as hosting workshops to 
create the lanterns that will be the 
centrepiece of the festival site, the 

Neighbourhood House stall will 
be the start of an ongoing project 
around Warrandyte.

Drop into the stall at the festival 
and paint a rock.

It will then be hidden around 
Warrandyte for anyone to find.

You can then take a selfie and upload 
your photo to social media using the 
hashtag #warrandyterocks.

You then have the option of taking 
it home or re-hiding for the next 
person to find.

So, look out for the WNH stall at 
Stiggants and decorate a rock for 
this Warrandyte-wide treasure hunt.

Lara Bedford looks forward to delivering a varied program at WNH
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Community Bank 
invests in saving lives

COMMUNIT Y BANK Warrandyte 
has installed four more Automatic 
External Defibrillators (AEDs) at 
shopping precincts in Warrandyte, 
Park Orchards, and Wonga Park as part 
of its Defib Your Community Program, 
taking the total number of units to 15 in 
the Greater Warrandyte area.

Thanks to this innovative program, a 
Community Defib is also available for 
loan by community groups.

Branch Chair Aaron Farr said the 
defibrillators were one of the most 
important investments the bank has 
ever put into the community.

“If one defib over the next 20 years can 
save a person’s life, it was worth all the 
money we’ve invested,” he said.

“For us, it is a no-brainer.”
According to Ambulance Victoria, 

approximately 6,000 people per year in 
Victoria suffer a cardiac arrest outside 
of hospital, including at home, the 
shops or while playing sport.

Th e  n e w  d e f i b r i l l at o r s,  f i xe d 
externally to buildings throughout the 
community, are accessible 24/7 and 
are designed to assist in these exact 
emergency scenarios.

Aaron said the new defibrillators were 
especially valuable to the community 
because they are available outside of 
working hours.

“Most places that I’m aware of have 
defibs inside their premises.

“These are only accessible for a 
certain period of time.

“So, if you’re going for a 7am walk 
along the river, they may not be 
available.

“Hopefully, there is never a need to 
use one, but our external defibs are an 
insurance policy just in case.”

As well as providing a priceless 
benefit to the community, the new 
defibrillators will relieve some of the 
stress for emergency services workers 
and volunteers who respond to these 
calls.

Aaron, who also volunteers as 
Captain of the Wonga Park CFA, said 
if a defibrillator is applied early, the 
patient may essentially already be 
“saved” before the emergency services 
arrive.

“If we turn up to an emergency 
and someone has been able to apply 
the defib, they’ve got the ball rolling 
pretty quick, which is excellent for the 
recovery and survival of the individual,” 
he said.

Aside from funding the program, 
we also work with our recipients, 
requesting they register devices with 
Ambulance Victoria.

If a defibrillator is registered, 
emergency 000 call takers will notify 

the caller if there is an AED available 
nearby.

Aaron said the need to register 
defibrillators is vital for them to be 
useful and not sit idle.

“There’s no point in someone calling 
000 and the operator not knowing there 
is a defib two doors down because it’s 
not registered,” he said.

“If they can locate that defib, that 
could be the difference between life 
or death.”

Community Bank Warrandyte may 
be driving the Defib Your Community 
program, but it’s our customers we 
need to thank for helping to fund 
important projects, such as this.

Aaron said, “People are making a 
difference just by banking with us.

“The profit that comes from their 
business is what funds these defibs.

“It’s that simple.”
Members of the community with 

defibrillators can register them 
with Ambulance Victoria via www.
reigstermyaed.ambulance.vic.gov.
au or call 1800 233 734.  

Drop into the branch at 144 Yarra St, 
Warrandyte or call 9844 2233 to find 
out more.

Have your say on 
Wonga Park Reserve
M A N N I N G H A M  C O U N C I L  i s 
seeking community input as it begins 
to develop its Wonga Park Reserve 
Masterplan.

The 7.7-hectare reserve is currently 
used for activities including cricket, 
football, netball, tennis, walking and 
jogging, BMX riding, play, barbecues 
and picnics.

The masterplan will establish a 
clear direction for the design and 
development over the next 15 years 
of one of the largest open spaces 
managed by Manningham Council in 
the Wonga Park area.

Manningham Mayor Cr Michelle 
Kleinert said council wants to know 
what the local community wishes to 
see in the future of its reserve.

“The reserve is a fabulous community 
resource that offers sporting and 
leisure activities unmatched in Wonga 
Park.

“We want to know what is important 
to our community about Wonga Park 
Reserve and improvements that they 
would like made,” she said.

The development of the masterplan 
will include:

• a review of the existing management 
plan;

• significant consultation with key 
stakeholders including the Wonga 
Park Sports Club and the wider 
community; and

• the development of the masterplan, 
inclusive of cost estimates for 
recommended infrastructure 
upgrades.

Council has engaged sport and open 
space leisure consultancy @Leisure to 
assist in developing this project.

@Leisure has over 23 years of 
experience in this field and has worked 
with Manningham Council on the 
Templestowe Leisure Centre Masterplan, 
and has worked on similar projects 
across Australia.

Ma n n i n g h a m  C o u n c i l ’s  Yo u r 
Say website is currently accepting 
community comment via the forum 
on the Wonga Park Reserve Masterplan 
page and will post details about the 
development of the Masterplan and 
any consultation sessions as they arise.

Visit yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.
au/wonga-park-reserve-masterplan for 
more information and to have your say.
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Cool Runnings, Warrandyte style

THE XXIV WINTER Olympiad had 
completely captivated my teeny-
tiny-little brain.

If only I were 30 years younger, 
20 kilos lighters, a foot taller, co-
ordinated, motivated, talented and 
for anyone that knows me, a little 
less accident-prone.

I, too, could have been proudly 
wearing the Green and Gold atop a 
mountain in the middle of a desert 
on the outskirts of Beijing.

What a bonanza of headlines the 
past 16 days had bought us.

No Aussie will forget Scotty James, 
the Wizard of Warrandyte pulling a 
Silver Medal out his Halfpipe bag 
of tricks, or Tess Coady scoring a 
Bronze medal with a broken ankle 
in the slopestyle.

How about the Silver Medal for 
Jac Narracott sliding 127 km/h 
head first for a mile down an icy 
waterslide or Jakara Anthony 
making our collective knees pop 
and lower backs groan as she glided 
down the mogul field for Gold.

O t h e r  p e r s o n a l  f av o u r i t e s 
included snow delaying snow-
based events at wait for it… the 
Winter Olympics, or the Finnish 
X-Country Gold Medallist finishing 
50km with a frozen penis.

Some sports just aren’t as safe as 
they appear.

Meanwhile, in the searing heat of 

the land Down Under, the grossly 
underfunded, probably due to its 
poorly written statement of intent: 
“We want to have fun and win gold 
medals”, and its non-existent safety 
procedure manual, the WWOIS 
(Warrandyte Winter Olympic 
Institute of Sport) had begun its 
recruitment and training program.

Based out of the Stiggants Reserve 
carpark, purely for its central 
location and a drink tap, numbers 
grew rapidly amongst the local teen 
community.

Ever resourceful, the aerial jump 
site was quickly located on Snap-
maps, a trampoline was found on 
local hard rubbish and carried on 
the future Olympians’ bare backs 
to the edge of the river.

The training was occasionally 
disrupted when a hapless kayaker 
paddled between the trampoline 
and the supreme athlete trying to 
land their quad-twisting-triple-
somersault into the river, or an 
irate “Karen” would start yelling 
something about the youth of today, 
how dare they get off their screens, 
get outside, be sociable and have 
fun.

The uni-directional aisles and the 
year-round subzero temperatures 
of IGA proved to be the perfect 
training ground for the budding 
Bobsleigh team, with the added 
bonus of each pass through the 
checkout gaining reward points for 
the WWOIS.

Fourth Hill appeared bountiful 

for possible boarder-X or skier-X 
courses; every nook and cranny was 
trawled for the perfect raceway until 
it was noted that technically it was 
under Parks Victoria, and well, if 
you’re not allowed to ride your bike 
there, I guess riding a snowboard or 
skis was out of the question?

Fortunately, just up the road was 
the wicked Park Orchards BMX 
track and let’s face it, boarder-X is 
just like racing BMX but a lot colder.

The Big Air jump was set up at the 
bottom of the Pigeon Bank Hill. 

And this is where things started to 
get a little wobbly.

We made up for what our WWOIS 

coaches lacked in qualifications, 
experience, knowledge, or fear in 
enthusiasm and TikTok clips.

Due to COVID, the Victorian 
Hospital Sector was in a Code 
Brown. 

This may have been a reflection 
of the condition of the Warrandyte 
parental laundry baskets after 
w a t c h i n g  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g 
participating in the various antics 
of the WWOIS.

The Sector was quickly moved 
onto an even rarer used Code 
White, involving only Orthopaedic 
Surgeons and Anaesthetists being 
asked to return from their holiday 

homes in Portsea to piece together 
all the WWOIS collarbones, wrists, 
elbows, ankles and legs claimed by 
the Pigeon Bank Hill.

As the iron curtain falls on the 
Closing Ceremony in Beijing’s near-
empty Bird Nest Stadium, it is time 
to reflect that maybe Warrandyte 
isn’t the best place to set up a Winter 
Olympics Institute.

A fact our Wizard resigned himself 
to years ago when he had to move 
overseas.

But it is a damn good place to lie 
on the couch and watch it all on TV, 
get up in the morning, and play in 
the river.

By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado



WWW.QUINTONSIGA.COM.AU

AVAILABLE IN OUR DELI
TUESDAY TO SUNDAY

PRE-ORDERS WELCOME
(24HOURS PRIOR) - VEGAN DONUTS

AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
We are currently searching to �ll sta� in the following positions:
- Casual or Part Time Produce sta� - must have Produce experience.
- Fully Quali�ed Butcher - must have certi�cate IV in meat processing.
- Meat Room Cleaners - Suitable for those under 18 who are willing to
  work on a regular basis after school (will also be trained to work in Grocery),
  must be competent to work alone and adhere to our strict
  Food Safety Standards.
 
Please email resumes to: employment@quintonsiga.com.au
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Third time’s a charm

WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL
LIFT OUT PROGRAM

By PETER CURRY
F O L L O W I N G  t h e i r 
coronation in 2020, and 
t h e n  t w o  s u b s e q u e n t 
cancellations due to COVID, 
this year’s parade will finally 
be led by Festival Monarchs 
Val Polley and Tom Bone, 
royally carried down Yarra 
Street in a beautiful horse-
drawn Landau Carriage.

Parade participants will 
include an interesting 
variety of stilt walkers, 
bubble machines, a Giant 
Elephant and Giant Giraffe, 
fabulous roving musicians 
and pipe bands, plus many 
community groups, local 
organisations, schools, 
kindergartens, musical 
groups, performers and local 
businesses of Warrandyte 

and neighbouring areas all 
adding to the festive flavour.

Organisers would love 
all paraders to proudly 
celebrate together again by 
embracing the theme with 
lots of colour, movement 
and noise.

The Festival theme is used 
for each parade participant 
to interpret in their unique 
way.

This year, we expect to 
be the best one ever, with 
participants and audience 
e m b ra c i n g  t h e  t h e m e 
Celebrate  — Together 
Again.

Schools and community 
groups are encouraged 
to explore and express 
unique,  colourful  and 
vibrant creations to be on 

show during the parade 
celebration.

Parade time is  11am, 
starting at the Warrandyte 
Community Centre with an 
approximate finish time of 
12pm at Stiggants Reserve.

A perpetual trophy will 
be awarded for the entry 
judged to be best overall.

Aw a r d s  w i l l  a l s o  b e 
presented in the following 
categories: Most Magical, 
M o s t  C r e a t i v e ,  M o s t 
Environmental, and Most 
Colourful.

Enjoy the parade and 
other programmed events 
across Stiggants Reserve 
on Saturday, March 19. See 
over for your guide to all the 
festivities.

Photo: BILL McAULEY

Festival Social Rides 
with MTB3113

By JOZICA KUTIN

WARRANDYTE MTB3113 
will host a Social Ride 
of the Orange Route 
(Warrandyte Diary March 
2021) on Sunday, March 
20 from 9am — a great 
13.5km course that takes 
in Warrandyte’s hills, 
trails and local history
This ride is open to 

members of the general 

public, but they must 
s u p p l y  t h e i r  o w n 
equipment and will need 
to register prior to the 
event.
It will be a great way to 

start the day following 
the musical festivities on 
Saturday night.
To register visit: www.

warrandytemtb.com.
au/events/134542
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All you need to know to have a fantastic Festival
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All you need to know to have a fantastic Festival
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Short but ‘suite’, 
a showcase of 

local talent

The first Warrandyte Festival was held in 1852

By ADRIAN RICE
WARRANDYTE MECHANICS’  
INSTITUTE ARTS ASSOCIATION
THIS MONTH, Warrandyte Theatre Co 
presents a suite of short one-act plays.

Following our recent competition 
in which plays were submitted by 15 
local writers, we have chosen, with the 
help of a dozen readers, the favourites 
to perform.

Directed by Adrian Rice, Susan 
Rundle and Emma Woods (also one 
of the writers) we present five fabulous 
original plays.

We are sure we have something for 
everyone and while we haven’t yet 
found a logical theme to link the five, 
someone might — they are all short 
and very different.

Consideration by Damian Vuleta is 

a quirky challenge to make us think 
what a useful single wish might be; 
Women of the World by Emma Wood 
celebrates independence (almost); The 
Distance Between by Michael Fiddian 
examines a father-son relationship; 
and his second play The Replacement 
asks us to imagine — what if we could 
wind back time?

The final play, Love, Death and that 
Three Letter Word is a hilarious take on 
the “coming of age” of an older woman 
and the freedom she is beginning to 
enjoy.

Shows are March 18,19,25,26 at 8pm 
and 20, 26 at 2:30pm

Tickets are available through www.
trybooking.com/bxhbs

Note, these plays replace The Follies, 
which has been postponed until 
November.

THIS YEAR, IN MARCH 2022, the 
Warrandyte Festival will again be 
celebrated after a two-year hiatus due 
to COVID.

It is 45 years since this modern 
version of the festival began, but it will, 
in fact, be the 170th anniversary of the 
first-ever Warrandyte Festival.

This was held in March 1852, and it 
was the last ever great Gaggip of the 
Kulin Nation.

In late 1850, the colonial government 
had finally agreed to establish an 
Aboriginal Reserve at Pound Bend, 
so Simon Wonga, who had been 
living near Dandenong, moved to 
Warrandyte.

At the beginning of 1851, he was 
invited to take up the role of supreme 
leader of the Kulin Federation.

In his four years at Dandenong, 
Wonga had developed a plan for the 
survival of his people.

This was for them to gain employment 
with local settlers to develop the 
farming and construction skills 
necessary to establish an independent 
economic base.

For his people to say goodbye to 
much of their traditional life, Wonga 
decided to hold one last Gaggip and 
play all the traditional games.

So, toward the end of 1851, Wonga 
despatched messengers to the tribes 

around Port Phillip Bay, saying that 
a Gaggip would occur in March 1852.

On hearing this, Murrum, an Elder 
who was a close friend of my great-
great-grandfather, John Chivers, 
approached Wonga with a suggestion.

He said that since the arrival of white 
men, many young men had lost their 
culture.

Many had drifted away to the urban 
fringes and lost themselves in alcohol, 
violence and degradation. 

Murrum had started to go down such 
a path, but with the death of Wonga’s 
father, Billibelleri, five years before in 
1846, he had redirected his life.

Murrum had taken his two sons out 
of the Aboriginal Protector’s school at 
Merri Creek and taken them bush, to 
teach them to be “real blackfellahs”.

Murrum then suggested to Wonga 
that all the young men who had kept 
their culture should be rewarded with 
formal initiation, so they could then 
participate in the Gaggip as adults.

Wonga readily agreed that it was a 
good idea, but this had to be acted on 
immediately. 

This was because it was already 
November, which was the start of the 
traditional season for the initiation 
ceremonies for young men.

Ngyelong, (ung-eye-uh-long) now 
known as Hanging Rock, was the 
most important Kulin initiation site 
for men, so they would have to leave 
straight away.

Murrum was grateful for Wonga’s 
agreement as Headman but told him 

there was a problem. 
He had established a close friendship 

with a local settler, John Chivers, whose 
wife had died the previous year.

So, whenever John was away carting 
goods to other parts of the colony, 
Murrum and his family looked after 
John’s two sons, Willie and Tom.

Both these boys had learnt the 
language and embraced the culture, 
but right now, Murrum and his wife 
were caring for Willie and Tom, so he 
could not leave them behind.

Wonga did not hesitate and told 
Murrum that the future of their people 
lay not only with Aboriginal people 
embracing the economic realities of 
the white man’s world, but with white 
people embracing the Aboriginal 
world, just as Willie, Tom and their 
father had done. 

Ultimately, Willie and Tom made 
the trek to Hanging Rock and, to 
my knowledge, are the only white 
boys ever to attend a male initiation 
ceremony in Victoria. 

When an old great-uncle told me the 
story, he said his father Tom had said 
cryptically, “they sang all the way”.

I only realised many years later that 
this meant they had learnt the Song 
to Hanging Rock, encoding the travel 
directions along the Songlines they 
followed.

The half dozen boys, whom Willie 
nearly 12 and Tom aged seven had 
accompanied, returned home as men 
with Mohawk style hairdos, ritual 
chest scarring and knowledge of adult 

dances and body painting.
This included Murrum’s sons Billy 

(17) the oldest, and Ben (10) the 
youngest of the group. 

They accordingly participated in 
the 1852 Warrandyte Gaggip as fully-
fledged adults. 

John and his sons Tom and Willie 
were invited guests, and along with 
many other curious settlers, they 
attended and watched the many 
different events. 

For the next 14 days, they watched 
the daily and nightly performances of 
all the traditional games and dances.

Probably the most exciting of these 
games the settlers witnessed was the 
game of Aboriginal football called 

Marngrook.
A hundred or more players were 

often involved in these matches, which 
lasted about five hours.

The most memorable feature of 
the game was how Aboriginal men 
launched themselves on the backs of 
others to catch the possum-skin ball 
in flight six feet in the air. 

And the AFL still refuses to believe 
Marngrook was a  precursor  to 
Australian Rules football.

Jim Poulter is a local history author. 
His artlices are freely available on the 

Reconciliation Manningham website, 
reconciliationmanningham.org.au, 
or through social media via their 
Facebook page.

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

Musical hat-trick feature 
for Night at the ‘Dyte

By MATTHEW QUICK
THE NIGHT AT the Dyte is an annual 
celebration held at Warrandyte Cricket 
Club started in 2020, which aims 
to bring Warrandyte Cricket club 
together, celebrate the season, and 
raise funds for the club.

Due to COVID there was no Night 
at the ‘Dyte last year, but now its back 
up and running again for its second 
outing.

The night kicked off shortly after 
stumps, with the first of three bands 
getting started around 7pm.

The first two bands played on a stage 
set up on the oval to allow the large 
crowd to watch from the oval and 
clubrooms’ balcony.

The crowd was varied with a great 
family environment, with young kids, 
teenagers, seniors and veterans all 
enjoying the night — and it wasn’t 
just the club members in attendance, 
players were encouraged to invite their 
friends and family, which created a 
diverse environment.

The focus of the night was the music, 
with some fabulous local talent 
entertaining the receptive audience.

The first band that played was a 
young local band called Doomsday 
Pilot.

The hard rock band play their own 

songs and some popular covers.
Doomsday Pilot consists of four 

members, including Warrandyte 
former First XI Halley Simpson who 
plays Drums, along with Gus Foletta 
on bass, Skyte O’Malley on guitar and 
Pablo Benzon Tuke on vocals (make 
sure to get onto their debut EP, which 
was released late last year).

The Second band was Red Tooth, 
which featured a mix of club cricketers 
including Bruce Whetters, Shaun 
Dixon, Chris Callow, James Weatherley, 
Al Helmore and young gun on the 

drums Max Malley.
After their set, the remainder of the 

crowd then drifted into the clubrooms 
where the headliners, Long Gone 
Daddys, started their set.

Long Gone Daddys is a unique and 
very popular band known for their 
wide range of classic covers that got 
everyone up on the dance floor.

The atmosphere was great with 
lots of music, dancing and good old 
Warrandyte Cricket Club festivities.

Don’t miss this great night out when 
it rolls around next season.

Red Tooth rock the outdoor stage

Photos: BEN SPROAT

William Barak Wurundjeri people Corroboree, 1895

National Gallery of Australia

Doomsday Pilot
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Event:  Open Mic Night
Where: Warrandyte RSL, 
 113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
When:  Every Thursday from March 10, 6:30pm
Info:  Warm up your vocal chords or dance the night 
away.

Event:  Warrandyte Knitters
Where:  Warrandyte Library, 168 Yarra Street
When:  Every Saturday 11am–1pm
Info:  Join us for a weekly catch up and share ideas. 
Knitters of all abilities welcome — BYO knitting. No 
booking required.

Event:  Rose Riebl and Ceridwen McCooey 
Where: The Long Gallery, Montsalvat
 7 Hillcrest Avenue, Eltham
When:  Thursday, March 10, 6pm-9pm
Info:  Tickets $20. Pianist and post-classical composer 
Rose Riebl will be performing her soulful explorations 
of emotion, joined by cellist and electronic looper 
extraordinaire Ceridwen McCooey.

Event:  Book Chat
Where: Warrandyte Library, 168 Yarra Street
When:  Friday, March 11, 2022, 2pm–3pm
Info:  Are you an enthusiastic reader of fiction or 
non-fiction books? Are you one who loves to talk about 
what you have read to like-minded people? Then we’d 
love for you to join our book club. The discussion will 
led by a librarian from the branch, but you can come 
prepared to talk about a good book you have read lately 
and would like to recommend to others. No bookings 
required.

Event:  Doncaster View Club Meeting
Where: Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Road, Bulleen
When:  Tuesday, March 15, 2022, 11am
Info:  Guest Speaker:  Carol Pethic “To Hell and Back”. 
We warmly welcome ladies to join this friendly group 
who support “The Smith Family” in providing education 
for disadvantaged Australian Children. Ladies of all ages 
are most welcome — all must provide proof of double 
vaccination. Contact Shirley: 98792380 for more details.

Event: Certificate IV in Training and Assessment 
Where: Park Orchards Learning Centre, 52 Knees Road
When: From Wednesday, March 16, 9am-4:30pm
Info: This 26-week, nationally recognised and 
accredited qualification is required to be a trainer in a 
Registered Training  Organisation, and you will find this 
qualification invaluable as a trainer in a business. This 
course develops your skills to design and implement 
training programs for adults in workplaces, organise 
and deliver training, and facilitate learning and 
assessment in the workplace.
Our class sizes are small, so our trainers have time to 
personally interact with you.
People can study this course for only $342 — recent 
changes to JobTrainer funding mean you only need 
to be an Australian citizen (or permanent resident), 
not currently employed and for this to be your first 
JobTrainer funded course.  
For more info or to book visit parkorchards.org.au or 
call 9876 4381.

Event:  Warrandyte Trippers — Mont De Lancey
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:  Wednesday, March 16, 9:30am-1:30pm
Info:  Enjoy a day out in the Yarra Valley with 
devonshire tea and a guided garden tour of the historical 
homestead Mont De Lancey.  See below for contact and 
booking details

Event: Come and try: Nature in Art
Where: Park Orchards Learning Centre, 572 Park Road
When: Saturday, March 19, 9:30am–3:30pm
Info: Inspired by the Park Orchards mural, always 
wanted to try your hand at this great art form? This is 
a great opportunity to work with the wonderful Terry 
Napier. Be introduced to the world of botanical art using 
pencil and watercolour. 
In this intensive one day “Come and Try” workshop 
you will be guided in:
    - An overview of botanical and natural history art
    - Sketching and illustrating techniques
    - Principles of composition
    - Watercolour techniques, dry brush and wet on wet
This is particularly designed for people who wish 
to learn more about natural history art and who are 
interested in continuing in our term classes.
Cost of course includes notes and drawings to guide 
you. Bring your own pencils, sketch pad, however you 
will have access to our class set of brushes, paints and 
watercolour paper. Course cost: $100.
**To assist us in planning, we appreciate you enrolling 
7 days prior to start date**
To book visit www.parkorchards.org.au

Event:  Warrandyte Film Society — A Little Chaos
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
 168 Yarra Street 
When:  Friday, March 25 (3rd Friday each month) 
 7pm-10:30pm
Info:  Enjoy a social evening watching the 2015 Alan 
Rickman film followed by coffee and cake afterwards, 
with wine available for purchase by the glass. See below 
for contact and booking details

Event:  Celebrating the Platypus in Diamond Creek 
Where:  Edendale Community Environment Farm, 
  Gastons Road, Eltham 
When:  Saturday March 26, 1:30pm-6:30pm
Info:  After being postponed due to lockdowns last 
year, our Celebrating the Platypus in the Diamond Creek 
event is going ahead. All are welcome for a jam-packed 
day of family fun. The event is being run by Council in 
conjunction with Melbourne Water.
Book at edendale.weteachme.com/classes/1039738

Event:  Bands by the Bridge
Where: Warrandyte RSL, 
 113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
When:  Sunday March 27, 4pm
Info:  Bands by the bridge returns with the 
Crawdaddys, a rocking party band that will have you 
rocking in the aisles. They play all the anthems from 
the 60s, 70s and the 80s. Cold Chisel, Dragon, Angels, 
INXS, Skyhooks and many more. The band has been 
performing for over a decade and will play three 
dedicated sets that will get you singing and dancing. 
Over 18 event tickets $10 from Trybooking.

Event:  Stop playing around and 
 start playing seriously
Where:  Warrandyte Library, 168 Yarra Street
When:  Thursday, March 31, 2pm–3pm
Info:  Play is not just fun and games. Our deep drive 
to play has shaped our cultures and our philosophies, 
our working lives, and our civilisations since we first 
started playing. No part of human history is untouched 
by the way we play. In this session, Daniel Teitelbaum 
will convince you that our drive to play is at the heart 
of how we make meaning, is essential to our self-
expression, can be a guide to our values, and creates 
our communities. Bookings at wml.vic.gov.au

Event:  Children’s Easter Fluid Art Workshop
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
 168 Yarra Street 
When:  Saturday, April 2, 9:30am-10:30am 
Info:  Cost: $40. This class is a basic, easy to understand 
introduction into the world of acrylic pouring, complete 
with written notes so you can continue to practice at 
home. Each student will go home with a set of 4 MDF 
themed shapes in their favourite colour combinations. 
All children must be accompanied by a guardian on 
the day. All Materials supplied. BYO apron or smock 
to protect clothing. See below for contact and booking 
details.

what’s happening

 

Warrandyte 
Riverside Market
Saturday, April 2
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

Tunstall Square Market 
Sunday, March 27
9am–2pm
Tunstall Square Centre, 
Donvale.

Hurstbridge Market 
Sunday, April 3
9am–2pm
Hurstbridge Primary School

Park Orchards Market
Saturday March 19 
10am–2pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

St Andrews  
Community Market
Saturdays
9am–2pm 
Kangaroo Ground -  
St Andrews Road,  
St Andrews 

Local markets

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au



SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to your 

design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

Subscribe

warrandytediary.com.au 

to sign up to our mailing list

Warrandyte Diary  

straight to your 
inbox
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The art of the hard copy print
IN THIS DAY of digital photography, 
we can often forget the value of 
having a “blow up” print done of 
our work.

It may be a cute picture of our 
children or grandchildren, or 
perhaps a fabulous holiday pic, or 
an arty image of the Yarra River on a 
misty morning. 

Warrandyte birds anyone? 
Yes, it’s great putting these images 

on FB, Instagram or having them as 
a screen saver but these images can 
look great beautifully mounted or 
framed and up on your wall at home 
or at your workplace. 

Let’s rescue these images from 
cyberspace and release them into the 
real world as hard copies.

When I decide to get a print done, 
I use two printing services for my 
photographs — either CPL Digital or 
Pharos Editions.

OPTION ONE: CPL Digital
If I want a quality print done that 

is guaranteed for 50-80 years, I send 
my images via email to CPL Digital. 

I have used their service for over 
20 years, and they have consistently 
supplied me with superb quality 
prints at a very competitive price. 

You can log onto their website to 
check on their vast array of services 
including mounting.
• Prepare your image in Photoshop, 

Lightroom or similar application.
This print will be a bespoke item 
and you should crop the picture 
with the strongest composition in 
mind.  
This may mean the frame has to 
be specially made, but this is your 
art and you will never regret going 
to the extra effort and expense as 
it will probably be up on your wall 
for a long time.

• Export as a TIF or JPEG at at least 
300dpi at your desired size

• Use WeTransfer to email the pic 
to CPL

• Send to: print@cpldigital.com.au 
Google WeTransfer and follow the 
prompts.  
WeTransfer is a free service, 
which allows you to send multiple 
large files at the same time. 

• Be very clear about the size of the 
print and I suggest you have it 
printed on “Chromira Lustre.”  
I usually include the size of the 
print on the file name of the 
image as well. 
If you want CPL to mount your 
print you can look up their 
website for options and prices.  
I usually get the prints mounted 
on 8mm Kapa board and ask 
them to black out the sides of the 
mount. 

• Include your name and telephone 
number in case the printing lab 
needs to get back to you for any 
extra information.

• CPL will ring you when the print 
is ready so you can pay using a 
credit card. 

• Then you have the option of 
picking up the print or asking 

them to post it to you.  
I usually get the print posted to 
me [express] after paying for the 
postage when I pay for the print.
You may prefer to have the picture 

framed once you have it in your 
possession.

I always use AG Framing in South 
Melbourne.

Ring Andrew Green on 9191 5487 to 
organise a meet. 

Then head down to his shop in 
South Melbourne to look over the 
options. 

Andrew is an experienced framer 
and will be only too happy to help 
you decide on the type of frame and 
mat et cetera.

OPTION TWO: Pharos Editions
Pharos Editions is located in St 

Andrews. 
Dr Brian Giles is the director of this 

bespoke printing service. 
I have used Pharos Editions for my 

last two exhibitions at Montsalvat 
and Manningham Gallery and was 
completely satisfied with Brian’s 
commitment to each print. 

Once they were up on the walls 
of the galleries they looked exactly 
as I had imagined them, and it was 
comforting to know that they were 
printed on seriously archival paper. 

P e r h a p s  m y  g r e a t - g r e a t -
grandchildren will view those prints 
one day.
• Prepare your print in Photoshop, 

Lightroom or similar application
• Export as a TIF or JPEG at at least 

300dpi at your desired size.
• Ring Brian on 0409 017859 to 

discuss your needs.
• Email your files to 

pharoseditions@bigpond.com 
including all the pertinent 
information such as size of print 
and paper finish.

• Brian can post your print to you, 
or you can organise to pick it up.
Master printer Dr. Brian Giles says: 
“At Pharos Editions we offer digital 
editing and archival fine art printing 
services to artists and photographers. 
The studio specialises in the refining 
of image files to enhance detail, 
depth and presence to enable higher 
competitiveness with sales and 
acceptance by museums and galleries. 
Pharos prints have been exhibited 
and purchased by commercial 
and National Galleries as well as 
in extensive private collections 
t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a  a n d 
internationally. 
Pharos Editions takes a special 
interest in local and emerging artists 
and offers mentoring and educational 
programs.” 
O n e  t h i n g  i s  t r u e  a b o u t 

photographic prints — “Bigger is 
better”. 

Larger prints always look better up 
on a wall but be mindful of the quality 
of your jpg or tiff file. 

If you blow your image up too big 
you will probably see a lack of quality 
which could affect the sharpness or 
create too much noise.

I think about 45cm wide is a good 
size for a digital image and will look 
great up on your wall with a frame 
and mat around it. 

If your image is of super quality, 
go bigger! 

Take your time and pick 10 of your 
favourite images. 

Carefully narrow down your choices 
until you have the one or two pics that 
you want to see up on your wall. 

These framed prints will also make 
a great gift, especially for people who 
love the river and our local wildlife.

Here are four of my images that I 
have displayed in our Warrandyte 
home.

Pic 1: Portrait of Cathy Freeman. 
Monotone image printed 60cm x 
42cm at CPL Digital [Chromira 
Lustre] and mounted on 8mm 
Kapa Board with black edges. 
This image hangs in the TV 
room. 
Pic 2: Heron landing on branch 
in misty Yarra. Printed 45cm 
x 25cm on archival acid free 
cotton paper by Pharos Editions.  
Framed by AG. Framing with 
blonde wooden frame and white 
mat. This image hangs in the 
living room.
Pic 3: Warrandyte Wallaby 
by the river. Printed 75cm x 
60cm at CPL Digital [Chromira 
Lustre paper] and mounted on 
8mm Kapa Board with black 
edges. This image hangs in our 
bathroom.
Pic 4: Portrait of actor Reg 
Evans [RIP]. Monotone image 
printed 37cm x 26cm on archival 
acid free cotton paper by 
Pharos Editions.  Framed by 
AG Framing, with black wooden 
frame and white mat. Exhibited 
at Montsalvat. This image hangs 
in our hallway.

By BILL McAULEY

talking images
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Melbourne...On top, on top!

Residential roof report & quotation on:
   Cement & Terracotta Tile Restorations.
 High pressure cleaning  Rebed & repoint

 Seal & colour resurfacing

Does your Roof 
need Attention?

All work guaranteed - Fully insured - Pensioner/Senior discount

Our promise is you will be delighted
9897 1688‘FREE

OZ VENT’
Est’d 1982

*conditions apply

#530717#11174

Warrandyte 

Servicing you & the Community 
since 1989

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Shop 5 Goldfields Plaza Shopping Centre 

P: (03) 9844 2029
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New gallery showcases local talent
By CATHY OLIVER
A RANGE OF talented locals are on 
display for the inaugural exhibition 
at Streamline Publishing and Gallery 
in Eltham. 

A painter, a photographer, and an 
illustrator have lent their support to 
this bold new venture located at 22 
Commercial Place in Eltham, above 
Eltham Bookshop.

Warrandyte folk especially will be 
delighted to hear that renowned 
Impressionist Landscape Artist Pauline 
Cross has been invited to share the 
exhibition space.

The energy and wonderful colours 
of her paintings in oils are on display 
until March 18, and later in the year, 
her soft impressionist watercolours 
will be exhibited from May 31–July 14.

Pauline is a plein air impressionist 
painter, greatly influenced by the 
Eltham and Warrandyte environment 
in which she lives, with frequent visits 
to other areas for further inspiration.

A painter of all genres in various 
mediums, Pauline lets the mood of the 
day influence how and what she paints.

According to Pauline, her method 
is to paint really fast on location and 
return as many times as it takes to catch 
just the right light.

Pauline’s work has been exhibited 
widely in exhibitions and galleries, 
and her works are represented in 
collections both in Australia and 
overseas.

She has had many successful one-
person exhibitions and has received 
numerous awards.

In the 1970s, Pauline had the 
good fortune to study under Wesley 
Penberthy at  the University of 
Melbourne, and David Veltman taught 
her Life Studies at Box Hill Technical 
College.

Pauline has given tirelessly of herself 
to promote the profession she loves.

As well as painting, she has tutored 
and served on various committees 
relating to the Arts.

Well-known for her work as a member 
of the Warrandyte Arts Association 
with Christine Aldor since 1968, she 
studied with Ken McFadyen between 
1975–1977.

In 1998, WAA honoured her with a 
Life Membership for her untiring work 
in the Arts.

Pauline also has a long-standing 
involvement with The Victorian 
Artists’ Society, studying under Daryl 
Carnahan in the 1970s. 

In 1994, the society bestowed a 
Signatory Membership of Distinction 
upon Pauline for her continuous 
artistic achievement.

The accolades don’t stop there.
In 2004, the Menzies Community Day 

Award was presented to Pauline for 
over 20 years of valuable contributions 
to community arts.

In 2007, the Melbourne Society 
of Women Painters and Sculptors 
awarded her a Life Membership for 
outstanding service.

Pauline is also a member of the 
Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute and 
Arts Association and the Victorian 
Artists’ Society.

Now is your chance to see Pauline’s 
extraordinary talent on view in an 
exhibition.

Come into the gallery, love Pauline’s 
art and take home an excellent piece 
for your collection now.

Also on display in this inaugural 
exhibition is the photography of bird 
photographer David Adam.

His talent and patience to capture 
the essence of these birds, many 
endangered, come to the fore with 
astonishing results.

His focus and awareness of colour 
are amazing.

David worked at the University of 
Melbourne’s Central Photographic 
Unit for 30 years. 

His passion for photographing native 
birds began in the early 2000s after 
trips to Central Australia.

Always eager  to  explore new 

environments,  especially since 
lockdown, David often discovers new 
places in his home LGA of Nillumbik 
and surrounds but is also a regular 
visitor to places like the Western 
Treatment Plant, Toolangi State Forest, 
the Mallee and East Gippsland.

The third of the local trio is talented 
emerging illustrator Jessica Callaway 
who has illustrated the first picture 
book brought out by Streamline 
Publishing, entitled Terri Triceratops 
is Free!

Come in and see the original artwork, 
which has prompted a Terri Triceratops 
toy, masks for the kids, pencil cases 
and library bags, stickers, and cards, 
which are available for purchase.

Another delight to see is the work 
of Calligrapher Extraordinaire Lynne 
Muir (Lynne Tracey), who explores 
the lettering styles from traditional to 
contemporary interpretations based 
on the alphabets of ancient Celts, 
Persians, and Europeans.

S o m e  o f  h e r  aw a rd - w i n n i n g 
Australian series picture books are 
now out of print and available for sale.

Completing Streamline publishing’s 
fit-out are Red Gum tables by Ross 
Buchan and Woodwork by Research 
resident Alan West.

Upcoming exhibitions include Judy 
Watson and Eltham High School 
students.

The gallery is open every Wednesday 
to Saturday and the second and fourth 
Sunday of the month.

Where to from Glasgow for our climate?

LAST NOVEMBER’S United Nations 
climate summit in Glasgow ended with 
an unfortunate compromise, which 
will make it more difficult to limit 
global warming to 1.5oC.  

Australia’s own performance was 
also disappointing, as it was the 
only major developed country that 
refused to increase its 2030 emissions-
reduction target at the summit.

H o w e v e r,  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ’s 
a c h i e v e m e n t s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
u n d e r r a t e d  ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
commitment to provide renewed 
targets by the end of this year.    

At the conference, representatives of 
some 197 nations focussed heavily on 
trying to reach agreement on measures 
aimed at  l imiting temperature 
increases to 1.5oC, based on a common 
recognition of the severe impacts of 
global warming above that level.   

As carbon emissions from burning 
coal are such a major cause of global 
warming, it was widely recognised 
that nations needed to commit to the 
“phase-out of unabated coal power” as 
provided in the draft agreement.  

But consensus on the draft agreement 
could not be reached.

In the tense closing stages of the 
conference, agreement was finally 
reached due to a late amendment 
proposed by India and China (and 
supported by other coal-dependent 
nations such as Iran, Nigeria and 
South Africa) to change the call 

for a “phase-out” of coal power to 
“phasedown” (sic). 

The disappointment over this 
change was highlighted by the 
COP26 President, Alok Sharma, in an 
emotional address to the conference.  

He said: “May I just say to all 
delegates, I apologise for the way this 
process has unfolded and I am deeply 
sorry.” 

Sharma also said: “I think today we 
can say with credibility that we’ve kept 
1.5oC within reach.  

“But its pulse is weak, and we will 
only survive if we keep our promises.”

These words don’t give huge cause 
for optimism, but they do underscore 
the key importance of the parties 
doing what they’ve agreed to do under 
Glasgow Climate Pact.  

This represents the first time that 
nations have agreed to phasing down 
“unabated coal power” (which means 
power generated by burning coal 
without using technology to capture 
the resulting emissions).  

T h e  a g re e m e n t  s e t s  n o  n e w 

emissions-reduction targets, but 
requests participating nations to return 
in 2022 with new, more ambitious 
targets to reduce emissions.  

This pledge will place further 
pressure on the federal government 
to improve on its highly inadequate 
target of a 26–28 per cent reduction 
by 2030 — a target that to date it has 
steadfastly refused to alter.

After the summit, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Barnaby Joyce, disavowed 
the Glasgow Climate Pact as far as the 
Nationals were concerned.

Whereas the Minister for Industry, 
Energy and Emissions Reduction, 
Angus Taylor, was more strategic.  

He claimed that at the summit 
Australia “updated and enhanced” 
its agreed contribution under the 
Paris Agreement in a number of ways, 
including our target of zero emissions 
by 2050 and “our latest emissions 
projections to 2030 that will see 
Australia achieve up to a 35 per cent 
reduction by 2030 …”

On the other hand, moderate Liberals 

like David Sharma, Jason Falinski, 
Katie Allen and Trent Zimmerman are 
wanting the government to go beyond 
mere “projections” and commit to an 
improved 2030 target in response to 
the Glasgow agreement.

In view of the divisions in Coalition 
ranks on the issue, it is unclear how the 
present government would respond 
to the Glasgow request for more 
ambitious interim targets if it retains 
power after the forthcoming election.

By contrast, a Labor government’s 
response would presumably be quite 
clear, given Labor’s policy is to commit 
to a 43 per cent reduction in emissions 
by 2030.

Accordingly,  WarrandyteC AN 
expects the outcome of the Federal 
Election will be crucial in determining 
how Australia responds to the Glasgow 
request.  

And we ask all voters to consider 
carefully where candidates for their 
respective electorates stand on this 
vital issue.

By JEFF CRANSTON
WarrandyteCAN

green edge

Yarra at Warrandyte, Pauline Cross

Pauline Cross practices her art

Pauline’s exhibition at Streamline Publishing

Photo:LYNDI HALL
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Let peace and love grow in the garden

The Food Swap is back!

WELL, HERE I am again — another 
column and another year 

I  was given a huge bunch of 
hydrangeas today. 

Albeit dried ones. 
But still the colours were exquisite. 
They are a beautiful plant, but I 

have a black thumb when it comes to 
growing them. 

I just don’t think I have a fertile 
enough spot in the garden.  

The hydrangea represents gratitude, 
grace and beauty. 

Its colours symbolise love, harmony 
and peace. 

I love giving flowers to friends. 
Especially from my own garden 

wrapped in a piece of brown paper 
with string. 

If you get a chance, try and get your 
hands on a beautiful little book called 
The Language of Flowers. Pages and 
pages of flowers and their meanings.  

I love my well-thumbed copy. 
As the cooler months of autumn 

quickly approach, I feel relieved that 
we have survived another summer 
without huge bushfires in Warrandyte. 

It is always a huge weight on my 
shoulders. 

It has been a nasty year for falling 
trees and punishing winds. 

It’s so dry out there. 
Just the other night was the scary 

noise of a huge Red Box Gum being 
torn from the ground. 

A dreaded tearing noise. 
This is always followed up with big 

clean-ups in the garden of cutting up 
fallen trees and branches. 

At least it is free mulch and stashes of 
logs for fire pits and indoor fireplaces. 

Traditionally the end of summer is a 
time for us and the garden to breathe 
a sigh of relief. 

A time to cut back and recuperate. 
Cutting back the summer flowering 

plants is always a massive job in my 
garden. 

This year I have resorted to outlaying 
the dollars in investing in a lithium 
battery powered brush cutter, hedge 
trimmer and long handed chainsaw 
to cut dead and unwanted branches 
up to 3m overhead. 

I have never been a mechanically 
minded person and the thought of 
pulling the cord on a chainsaw to rev 

it up fills me with dread. 
Will I cut my foot off this time? 
The two-stroke, the choke and the 

sheer strength needed means it is a 
dreaded job. 

Now the power tools are permanently 
ready to use. 

The battery is interchangeable 
between the tools (or skins). 

I can use my brush cutter in knee-
high grass for approximately 20 
minutes before I run out of power  
(both me and the Stihl).

I feel like a warrior as I head out 
with my safety glasses, earmuffs and 
harness that I can attach the tools to 
support their weight.

I find that not having a fuel tank 
attached to the machines and the 
battery instead means that I can hold 
the tools overhead to get to tricky 
pruning without needing to be a 
muscle person. 

The battery sits in its charger between 
expeditions into the garden. 

I feel like I am finally on top of 
keeping the garden in check. 

Weeds... well they are another matter. 
This year has been a shocker for 

weeds. 
And it seems like every time I pull 

them they are replaced quickly by 
some other nasty. 

The windflowers are starting to bud 
up. 

They are always one of the joys of 
March. 

Their long stems swaying in the 
breeze. 

They are easily divided and shared 
with friends. 

They reach a height of about 1 metre, 
so they are great for the back of garden 
beds. 

They come in whites and pinks now 
you can get double and triple varieties 
with delicate perfect flowers on long 
swaying stems. 

They make a great groundcover and 
can be cut down at the end of the 
flowering cycle with a hedge trimmer 
or brush cutter. 

They grow best in a shaded and 
sheltered position, they like a bit of 
moisture but do quite well in poor soil. 

It is best to plant them in large drifts 
to make an impact.

Belladonna Lilies or “Naked Ladies” 
also do very well in Warrandyte. 

They require very little maintenance 
once planted. 

Their only requirement is that the 
bulb is planted half in and half out of 

the soil. 
Nerines are similar and like the 

same conditions as the Belladonna 
Lily. I always love the displays of new 
nerine varieties at the Melbourne 
Garden Show. 

Oh how we have missed it over the 
last years.

Again, they come in whites and 
pinks. 

You need to be very careful as 
virtually every part of the Belladonna 
Lily is poisonous both for people and 
pets.  

Do not plant them where children 
and pets might be tempted to eat them.

I do have to say one of the flowers that 
does survive over summer and into 
autumn without much maintenance 
is the good old penstemon. 

I have beautiful “Blackbird”, “Hidicote 
Pink”, “Port Wine”, and “Alice Hindley“. 

They again are best planted in drifts. 
I think when we are time poor in 

the garden, we need to think about 
reducing the number of different 
varieties and instead mass-plant — 
far easier to plant, maintain, water 
and prune. 

They grow about 50cm high and 
love a hacking back at the end of their 
flowering — even as severely as to the 
ground and they will recover quickly. 

Again, this means that you can 
actually run over them with the brush 
cutter or whipper snipper. 

Well worth looking into. 
They are often available as tube 

stock in the local nurseries, which is 
a cheaper option than full size pots. 

Plus, they are easy to strike by 
snapping off a healthy stem and 
planting straight into moist and fertile 
soil.

I truly think a garden of salvias, 
anemone, sages and penstemons 
make the easiest to maintain gardens. 

Remember now is the time, if you 
haven’t already done it to deadhead 
lavender as well. 

I love playing in the garden around 
the lavender. 

You always end up being brushed 
with the leaves so when you come in 
from the garden you smell like a virtual 
potpourri. 

I still maintain that all clotheslines 
should be underplanted with lavender 
so the clothes as they swing around 
brush against the lavender heads. 

Sometimes you end up with clothes 
coated with bees, but I think it is worth 
the risk. 

I am sure you have all cut back your 
agapanthus flowers and disposed of 
them properly. 

I harp on about it every year. 
I really don’t mind agapanthus in 

Warrandyte, as long as you deadhead! 
Look out for new agapanthus 

varieties as well. 
Last year I invested in some of the 

miniature or fairy agapanthus and 
popped them in pots and have been 
so happy with the result. 

The bees seem to be happy with my 
choice as well. 

As with my dried hydrangeas on my 
sideboard, representing love, harmony 
and peace, I hope the world with all its 
violence and war can be showered with 
flowers instead of bombs. 

For me, flowers and gardens mean 
peace. 

I hope you find peace in yours during 
March.

AFTER A SUMMER break, the monthly 
Warrandyte Food Swap is on again.

On the first Saturday in February 
2022, gardeners from Warrandyte 
and nearby came to the Warrandyte 
Community Garden to share their 
backyard produce, including onions, 
spring onions, zucchini, potatoes, 
rhubarb, tomatoes, parsnip, basil, 
lemons and limes, as well as seedlings, 
preserves and seeds.

Warrandyte Food Swap is just one 
of 36 food swaps that have sprouted 
up in the northeast of Melbourne 
from Bayswater to Thornbury and 
everywhere in between.

At  f o o d  s w a p s,  n o  m o n e y  i s 
exchanged, and everyone goes home 
with something to eat, something to 
plant, or something to try.

T h e  r e g u l a r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f 
the Warrandyte Food Swap are 
encouraging more people to join them.

They say all you need to bring is your 
curiosity about getting involved in an 
activity that’s great for your health, 
great for your community and great 
for your environment.

No gardening expertise is required.
To find out more, visit Local Food 

Connect at localfoodconnect.org.au 
and click on the Food Swaps tab.

There you’ll find out how a food 
swap works and what happens at the 
Warrandyte Food Swap.

The next Warrandyte Food Swap is on 
Saturday, April 2, 9am–10am.

Where? Under the gazebo, just inside 
the community garden at the eastern 
end of the Warrandyte Riverside 
Market.

The Warrandyte Food Swap is 
not affiliated with the Warrandyte 
Community Garden but thanks 
the Community Garden for their 
generosity in letting it use the beautiful 
space.

BY KATHY GARDINER

gardening
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Forest Therapy and Sit Spot ponderings

WELCOME TO Into the Green, monthly 
reflections that come about while 
wandering through daily Shinrin-yoku, 
or Forest Therapy practice. 

In early 2021 a friend called me to 
suggest I look into a new public health 
practice called Forest Therapy.

At the time I was still chasing work 
that felt meaningful and engaging, 
and having just participated in a Forest 
Therapy walk at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, she thought it was right up 
my ally. 

She wasn’t wrong.
I took myself on the same walk and 

was fully inspired to embark on the six 
months training to qualify as a guide. 

And here we are, 12 months almost to 
the day, I am certified and venturing on 
a new and forested path. 

So, what is Forest Therapy?
As the introduction above states, 

its foundation lies in the Japanese 
practice of Shinrin-yoku which loosely 
translates as nature immersion. 

The term was coined in the 1980’s 
by the then Japanese Minister for 
Agriculture and was in response to 
high levels of stress and stress-related 

illnesses in the workforce, particularly 
in the IT sector. 

Quality time in nature was, and still 
is in Japan and Korea, prescribed by 
doctors for both cure and prevention, 
and extensive, peer-reviewed research 
has shown that Shinrin-yoku — or 
the Westernised version called Forest 
Therapy — performs exceptionally well 
in both instances.

A quiet wander in the greenery 
reduces blood pressure and heart rate 
while also balancing levels of cortisol, 
the fight or flight hormone produced 
under stress. 

On its own, cortisol is not a problem 
if serving the fight or flight survival 
purpose. 

But if present consistently through 
low levels of stress, the detrimental 
effect on our human body is significant. 

Forest Therapy also supports our 
immunity. 

Trees and plants emit beneficial 
anti-fungal, anti-bacterial and anti-
inflammatory defence molecules 
called phytoncides, and again research 
has shown phytoncides to also be 
beneficial for us. 

Then there is the research using 
psychological models of monitoring 
mental and emotional states of mind. 

As little as 20 minutes can shift a 
negative mood to a more positive 

outlook. 
A Forest Therapy walk encompasses 

a number of gentle sensory and/or 
creative activities designed to slow us 
down and draw attention to the here 
and now, and of these there are four 
core activities.

One of them is named Sit Spot, and 
it is required of Forest Therapy guides 
to maintain a regular Sit Spot practice. 

What a bonus!
I have never had a job that requires 

spending time in nature, and where 
sitting quietly on a regular basis is part 
of the program. 

Into the Green, then, is intended to 
be the sharing of reflections that occur 
while out there sitting. 

This month, I’m keeping it simple. 
Sit Spot has grown to be a practice 

that calls and today I am under the 
pump with a “to do” list that is running 
away. 

Time for a break in the green. 
It’s raining softly, relief after a spell 

of dry. 
Not so up north, and as I sit, the 

flooding in NSW and QLD comes to 
mind.

I wonder about the path of water and 
the stories it creates on its travels. 

It is mesmerizing in its ability to form 
both the magic of patterned snowflakes 
or the thunderous power of an ocean 

tempest.
Consider a single drop that travels 

from ocean to sky, back to land, to 
creek, river, then dam, through tap to 
drinking glass, through a body, into the 
sewer.... (too much information?)...but 
either way back to a holding pond and 
returning to the sky by evaporation.

This is a process recognised as four 
cycles: evaporation, convection, 
precipitation and collection.

On average, a drop can sit in the 
ocean for 3000 years before reaching 
the sky where it will spend just nine 
days before falling again to earth. 

So, when you look at a cloud, what 
do you see? 

Water is mist, fog, snow, ice, sleet 
and steam. 

It is brook, creek, stream, pond, lake, 
sea and ocean, gas, liquid and solid.

I t  f r e e z e s  f o r  m i l l e n n i a  i n 
unfathomably gigantic icy continents, 
creates thunder as well as rainbows 
over waterfalls while equally waiting 
quietly in rockpools for the return of 
the tide, swayed by the ebb and flow 
of the moon’s gravity.

In the vast aquifers of Australia, it 
flows through permeable rock, making 
its journey to drinking water in Alice 
Springs, for example, 10,000 years in 
the making. 

The surface of our planet is 71 per 

cent water, and our own human 
bodies are 60 per cent of this clear, two 
hydrogen/one oxygen molecule that is 
the substance from which life evolved 
and on which life depends. 

I first wrote this prior to the floods 
and want to acknowledge here the 
devastation we know water can also 
cause. 

However, it is also extremely precious, 
a substance on which life depends.

Sit Spotting isn’t always a stream of 
facts. 

Ultimately it is whatever arises, so I 
look forward to sharing what appears 
each month in the quietude of green, 
and hope you too find a little time to sit 
and contemplate.

Jennah Rose is a certified Forest 
Therapy guide running walks 
in the Dandenong Ranges. For 
more information, please email 
jennahmrose@outlook.com.

Comedy straight from the horses mouth

Francis the Talking Mule 
Stars Donald O’Connor, 

Patricia Medina, Chill Wills 
and Molly the Mule 

Director: Arthur Lubin  
From the novel by David Stern
IS THIS FILM series any good?  

In the words of the eponymous 
Francis, “I hope to kiss a duck it is!”

Francis the Talking Mule, based on 
the book by David Stern, kicked off a 
six-sequel series about — obviously — 
a talking mule.  

Donald O’Connor, the triple-threat 
dancer-singer-actor of such films as 
There’s No Business Like Show Business 
and Singin’ in the Rain — a film 
where he literally bounces off walls 
to entertain us — found, arguably, his 
greatest fame in this series, as foil to a 
talking Army mule.

Kids these days have superheroes 
such as Thor and Iron Man to look 
up to. 

In the nineteen forties and fifties the 
kids had much better models — such 
as Hopalong Cassidy, Davey Crocket 
— and Francis, a mule who could talk.  

Well, given the cheesy nature of 
the Batman and Superman-type 
heroes of that time, a mule who 
more or less knows everything and 
looks with complete disdain on any 
authority figure, is vastly superior to 
any character in a spandex costume. 

Francis didn’t wear his underpants 

on the outside — he wore no pants 
at all!

Donald O’Connor plays Peter, a 
mild-mannered bank teller who 
has to explain to his boss about the 
reputation he has acquired as, well, 
a weirdo.  

In flashback we hear about his time 
in the Army during WWII in Burma, 
where he was a second Lieutenant in 
a combat unit. 

This is where context is important: 
in the late 40s and early 50s, ninety 
per cent of the men (and women) 
in the workforce were still vaguely 
institutionalised following their years 
of military service.  

Say what you will about the war, but 
the men of that generation all knew 
how to make a bed, boil an egg and 
shine their shoes. 

Peter meets Francis while lost in the 
jungle and under barrage, and the 
conceit in this one-gag film is revealed: 
Francis can talk. 

Voiced by Chill Wills (an inspired 
choice), Francis sounds just the way 
you’d expect a mule to sound — if he 
could talk. 

Peter thinks he must be delirious, 
particularly when Francis displays his 
contempt of any rank above Sergeant, 
especially that of Second Lieutenant 
(an opinion that resonated with ninety 
per cent of that institutionalised 
audience).

Not only can Francis talk, he has 
opinions and — more than knowledge 
— Francis has wisdom.

Peter — still assuming that Francis is 
nevertheless a “dumb” animal — asks 
Francis to carry him back to base and 
is affronted when the mule refuses, 

indicating he has his own war to win. 
A bomb explodes and Peter is 

wounded, so Francis relents and 
carries Peter back, saying that he 
wouldn’t carry a whole Peter, but 
there’s a principle involved with a 
wounded man.  

Francis also has ethics — what a guy!
And from here the fun starts.  
Afraid of becoming a guinea pig, 

Francis refuses to speak with anyone 
else except Peter.  

He starts feeding Peter top secret 
information to help him improve his 
standing in the Army, even leading 
him on an expedition to single-
handedly take out a Japanese spying 
outpost close to the base.

We never really find out how he gets 
his information, but assume it is a 
mule thing.  

Of course, everyone wants to know 
where Peter got his information and, 
with alarming regularity, he winds up 
basket-making in the psychiatric ward.

Most of the laughs come from 
Francis’s refusal to talk and the 
dithering trouble Peter blunders into 
time and again, leading inevitably to 
more basket-weaving.  

His high point comes when he meets 
a beautiful French woman (Patricia 
Medina), much to the envy of the rest 
of the soldiers — including a certain 
bit player: Tony Curtis.

By the end of the story, of course, 
Francis has saved the day, Peter is a 
hero, all is finally right with the world, 
and we are back with Peter the bank 
teller. 

And once again Francis has to talk to 
Peter’s boss, or Peter’s banking career 
will be over.

Will Francis talk?
By the time Francis Goes to Westpoint 

(having been at The Races and prior to 
his going To the Big Town, Joining the 
WACS, the Navy and In the Haunted 
House) a myriad of soon-to-be stars 
have earned their keep working with 
the mule in minor roles and bit parts. 

Not only Tony Curtis, but also stars 
like Leonard Nimoy (Star Trek), David 
Janssen (The Fugitive), Clint Eastwood 
(Rawhide), Marty Milner (Route 
66), Paul Burke (Naked City), John 
McIntyre (Wagon Train, Naked City) 
Robert Anderson (My Friend Flicka) 
and James Best (Dukes of Hazzard).

By the way, Francis is NOT a girl’s 
name. 

It’s Francis with an “i”: the joke being 
that “Francis” was actually a female 
called Molly.  

It is said that Donald O’Connor 
missed his chance to star in White 
Christmas because he caught an 
ailment from Molly.

Critics hated this film, both then 
and now, disdainful of its silliness and 
refusing to suspend their disbelief, but 
the public of the day loved it.

Agreed, it is low comedy, but oh 
so much (predictable) fun; not to 
mention that both Peter and Francis 
are just plain likeable.  

The public loved it so much that 
Director Arthur Lubin took the 
concept to television eight years later 
and introduced us to Mr Ed, a horse 
who could talk, but only to his one 
human friend.  

Another one-gag TV series, it was a 
huge hit in the 60s.  

Batman, Superman, Wonder Woman 
all have their alter-egos.  

In many ways, by staying silent, so 
did Francis.  

The Justice League fights for Truth, 
Justice and the American way – and so 
did Francis, except that Francis did not 
leave a trail of destruction and broken 
infrastructure behind him that would 
bankrupt any city.  

And perhaps, as a side-connection 
to Australia: Francis often made 
reference to his “great aunt Regret who 
won the Derby”.  

Could Francis be related to our “colt 
from “Old Regret” from the Man from 
Snowy River”?

Nah.  
Nobody’s that great a superhero.

By JUDY DUNGEY 

classic movies

into the green
By JENNAH ROSE
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By ZEUS
CANINE CORRESPONDENT
AS I DRIVE PAST in my mobile kennel, 
the lollypop men and women always 
give me a wave. 

One of Warrandyte’s long term 
L o l l y p o p  p e o p l e,  o r  C ro s s i n g 
Supervisors, Ian Hook (pictured 
below), has returned to duty near his 
“home ground”.

Usually supervising at the Warrandyte 
High School Crossing, Ian has been re-
deployed to the “Goldfields Crossing” 
adjacent to the home of the Bloods — 
the Warrandyte Reserve.

I see this brightly coloured man each 
morning as I practice my ball chasing 
skills on the oval!

As a result of the ongoing COVID 
ramifications impacting on the 
availability of Crossing Supervisors, 
they have become a limited community 
human resource. 

Another on the list of essential 
workers?

Their crucial work assists with the 
safety of our children and commuters 
alike.

I should know, crossing a busy road 
is on top of the list of the many skills 
taught at my Doggie School — Young 
Diggers Victoria.

We all need a bit of help to cross 
the road.

Ian explained that although he 
“loves supervising at the High School, 
the level of supervision needed at the 
Goldfields crossing is more critical.  

“The diversity of ages coupled with 
an increased complexity of traffic flows 
make it a high priority for Warrandyte.”

With the current shortage, a Council 
spokesperson said it needs to deploy 
Supervisors wisely to ensure the most 
dangerous crossings are covered  

With not enough supervisors to 
meet the need, Manningham Council 
is currently advertising for casual 
crossing supervisors on its careers 
page www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
about-council/careers and on other 
jobs boards, such as Seek.

Councillor for Yarra Ward, Carli 
Lange, said she considers “the safety 
of our children is paramount. 

“Crossing Supervisors play a crucial 
role not only supervising safe crossings, 
but just as importantly, providing a 
mentoring and friendly frontline face 
of a caring community”.

As a canine, I would love to give the 
lollypop people a big lick, but Doggie 
School won’t allow it. 

Instead, I  give them my total 
admiration and respect.

Tips to help you get your first job

New super measures 

By KAREN SAMUEL
THE LAST TWO years have seen some 
big changes made to the job market in 
Australia.

Those changes, of course, were 
caused by COVID-19.

Some industries became unstable 
such as the travel and hospitality 
industries, while other industries such 
as construction, IT and healthcare 
boomed.

However, not much has changed 
for those looking to get their first job 
in 2022.

It can still be tough to secure your first 
job out of school or university.

Your first job is essential, as it sets 
the path for the first five years of your 
career — and potentially your whole 
career.

The challenge lies in setting up your 
resumé so that you stand out from 
other new graduates or school leavers.

I have set out four tips below to help 
you stand out from the competition 
and create a tailored application for 
your dream job.
1. Use keywords 

Every job advert will contain 
several key words describing the 

qualities, values and skills that the 
company is looking for. 
If you possess those qualities, try 
using the same keywords in your 
resumé and cover letter.  
Keywords help you demonstrate 
quickly that you are a fit for the 
job.

2. Have an easy-to-read, well-laid 
resumé that is the right length for 
the job you are applying for. 
For example, school leavers should 
have a 1-2 pages maximum resumé 
due to their limited experience. 
Others who graduate in a 
particular field should research the 
industry norm and expectations 
and create a resumé to match. 

3. Always have an easy to read, well-
formatted resumé. 
Carefully consider every word you 
are using on your resumé.  
The goal is to communicate as 
quickly as possible that you fit 
the advertised job and have the 
necessary skills.  
Using unnecessary wording or 
including irrelevant experience 
will make your key message less 
clear.

4. Focus on skills.  
If you don’t have much experience, 
emphasise the transferrable skills 
that you do have. 
Read the job advert closely 
to understand the skills that 
employers are seeking, and ensure 
you are mentioning those skills on 
your resumé if you possess them.

If you need to strengthen your 
resumé further, you can build up your 
experience by taking on voluntary 
work.

For example, a graduate lawyer 
can significantly increase their 
chances of getting hired by taking on 
a voluntary role with a community 
legal organisation.

Not only will you build valuable skills, 
but your resumé will also start to look 
pretty impressive with this additional 
experience.

HR Insider is  bas e d in North 
Warrandyte. 
They help you get your dream job by 
creating tailored resumés and cover 
letters that sell your skills on paper 
and help you get noticed.

IN THE 2021 Federal Budget, a number 
of welcome superannuation proposals 
were announced.

On February 10, 2022, the Treasury 
L a w s  Am e n d m e n t  ( En h a n c i n g 
Superannuation for Australians and 
Helping Australian Businesses Invest) 
Bill 2021 was passed by both Houses 
of Parliament and signed into law by 
the Governor-General on February 22.

From July 1, 2022, you will need to 
be aware of several financial measures 
when planning your financial future.

Reduced eligibility age for the 
downsizer super contribution

Currently, individuals aged 65 
and above can make a downsizer 
contribution of up to $300,000 to their 
super fund from the proceeds of selling 
their home.

There is no upper age limit on this 
opportunity which can be a windfall 
gain for  those who are under-
superannuated for their retirement.

From July 1, 2022, eligibility for 
downsizer contributions will begin 
at age 60.

The eligibility age is tested when the 
contribution is made to the super fund 
and not the date the home was sold.

However, it is important to remember 
that the contribution must be made 
within 90 days of receiving the sale 
proceeds, which is usually the date of 
settlement.

If you have sold your home or plan 
to sell your home and you are in the 
60 to 65 age range or older, please 
consult your financial advisor if you 
wish to take advantage of this once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to transfer 
wealth into your super fund.

Work test reforms relating to 
eligibility to make superannuation 

contributions
This measure introduces a new 

provision in the Tax Act, which will 
apply the “work test” to individuals 
aged 67 to 75 years who wish to claim a 
deduction for personal superannuation 
contributions.

Presently, persons in the age group 
from 67 to 74 wanting to top up their 
super have to satisfy a work test that 
requires you to work 40 hours within 
30 consecutive days in a year to make 
personal deductible contributions, 
salary sacrifice contributions through 
salary from an employer or non-
concessional contributions.

Under the new rules, no work test is 
required to make non-concessional 
and salary sacrificed contributions.

However, the work test will still 
need to be satisfied to make personal 
deductible contributions.

A further benefit that is not currently 
available, allows persons aged 74, 
and prior to turning 75, to make 
non-concessional contributions of 
up to a total of $330,000 using the 
bring-forward rule, which allows for 
contributions up to $110,000 in the 
year prior to turning 75, plus $220,000 
pulled forward from the subsequent 
two years.

If you are in this age category, you 
should consult your accountant or 
financial adviser to ensure you satisfy 
the new requirements and make 
contributions at the relevant time to 
be compliant.

Removal of the $450 per month 
minimum super guarantee 

threshold
Employees, including casual staff 

who earn less than $450 per month 
from a single employer, will be entitled 
to the 10 per cent superannuation 
guarantee contribution.

If you are in this category, you should 

ensure your employer is aware of the 
change and that your entitlement is 
paid into your nominated super fund.

First home super saver scheme 
maximum releasable amount from 

your fund
Since July 1, 2017, individuals 

have been able to make voluntary 
concessional contributions and non-
concessional contributions into their 
super fund and subsequently have 
those funds released to help pay for 
their first home.

From July 1, 2022, this maximum 
amount will be increased from $30,000 
to $50,000.

Under the new rules, the maximum 
amount of voluntary contributions 
eligible to be released will remain at 
$15,000 per financial year plus the 
amount of income earned in the fund 
in relation to those contributions.

Couples wanting to buy their first 
home would be able to contribute a 
maximum amount of $100,000, but it 
would take a minimum of four years 
to accumulate that amount and bear 
in mind you cannot include employer 
super guarantee contributions.

The way housing prices are escalating 
at present, it is understandable that 
many first home buyers will also need 
to be on good terms with the bank of 
Mum and Dad.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice and should not 
be used as such. If you have any 
questions, you should consult a 
registered tax agent.

Brian Spurrell B A, B Com, Dip Ed, 
FCPA, CTA, Registered Tax Agent. 

Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 

PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113  
Ph: 0412 011 946 
Web: www.ptasaccountants.com.au

Lollypop people 
— not licked yet!

Photo: DON HUGHES

Coffee, art and collaboration 
at Warrandyte’s newest cafe

By RAYMOND CHOW
AFTER BEING vacant for three years, 
the café at the five-ways junction 
reopened in January, not just as a 
meeting place of the locals for coffee, 
but also a community hub.

The newly opened Smart@me Café 
offers not just mathematics tuition but 
other programs helping community 
development. 

Parents of autistic kids recently 
experienced painting circles and 
patterns to express their feelings 
through arts with geometric figures. 

Circle Painting was first developed by 
Hiep Nyugen 15 years ago, using circles 
as the theme to produce vibrant and 
collaborative projects.

 It was found to be easy to start with 
and help to connect the participants 
to communicate. 

It has been found to be helpful for 
autistic kids to express themselves 
and to work with others together to 
produce art.

The artwork reflects how people can 
interpret and express their emotions 
through colours and patterns. 

Each participant contributes to 

produce a collective expression 
artwork to share and to be understood.

Hong Kong native, tutor Joe Chan, 
is an experienced teacher of arts 
for disabled people and trained in 
Melbourne. 

Two groups of mothers celebrated 
the joy of painting and encouragement 
after the pandemic through circle 
painting together (on such painting 
as above).

Smart@me provides coffee and light 
food for you to share with friends 
and also community art programs 
and others to share your heart and 
encouragement.

Opening hours for Smart@me: 
Tuesday–Saturday 8:00 am–3:00 pm

Activities are held after 3pm.
Those interested in circle painting can 

contact smartatmecafe@gmail.com.

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance
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A positive start for 2022 at ACPS
By AMANDA CALLAWAY
ONE OF THE school values at 
Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
(ACPS) is optimism — searching for 
the positive aspects of any situation.

This year, emphasis is being placed 
on being optimistic and celebrating 
the examples seen around school.

Students, teachers, and parents were 
eager for the return to school and to 
be able to enjoy all facets of the full 
school program.

Grade 3–6 students attended 
the annual swimming carnival at 
Aquarena Aquatic and Leisure Centre 
in the first week of school.

Grade 3/4 coordinator, Ms Linda 
Zanatta, said the carnival was a 
“joyous cacophony of colour and 
camaraderie”.

“It was also great to see everyone 
supporting their friends who were 
participating in events,” she said.

School Council President Jimmy 
Harris congratulated all those who 
competed.

“Congratulations to everyone who 
competed, particularly to the Grade 
3s who swam at their first carnival, 
and many of whom swam 50m for 
the first time.

“Well done to those who tried a 
different stroke for the first time, 
particularly in the butterfly events.”

Overall, the carnival was very 
successful, and ACPS congratulates 
the students who progressed through 
to both the District and Division 
swimming events.

Establishing a great foundation
The new Foundation students have 

also had a wonderfully positive start 
to the year.

The children have commenced 
learning the correct formation of some 
letters and numbers.

In mathematics, students have 
been focusing on shapes, patterns, 
pictographs and counting.

A highlight thus far has been meeting 
their Grade 6 buddies and working 
together to complete a “getting to 
know you” activity.

The senior students assisted their 
buddies with cutting and pasting and 
enjoyed discovering things they had 
in common.

School Principal Ms Sue Dyos 
praised the Grade 6 students for 
stepping up to the task.

“The Grade 6s have been doing a 
wonderful job helping their Prep 
buddies.

“Many of the senior students are 
enjoying playing with their buddies, 
and they are there to help them 
navigate their way around the school 
grounds.

“At the canteen, I could see the Grade 
6s helping their buddy with choosing 
an item, counting money and making 
sure they got change if needed,” she 
said.

After seeing their Grade 6 buddies on 
the oval one day, Foundation students 
were excited to hear that they would 
be attending a hockey clinic just like 
the older children.

Thanks to the Doncaster Hockey 
Club and their wonderful coaches, 
Lachie and Bev, the students had the 
opportunity to have a go at practising 
some hockey skills.

Adam, School House Captain, spoke 
at Assembly about how much fun the 
students had.

“This week, each class got to 
participate in a Hockey Clinic.

“The Doncaster Hockey Club came 
out to play hockey games with us.

“It was so much fun, and we always 
look forward to them coming.

“Well done to Rhys and Tom from 

Grade 5/6 for helping out all day,” 
said Adam.

Along with sporting opportunities 
and achievements, ACPS promotes 
optimism through its School-Wide 
Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) 
program.

Program coordinator Ms Brooke 
Eastwood spoke in detail about the 
program.

“According to research, the most 
effective behaviour management 
strategies are engagement, setting 
specific expectations, routines, 
praise and feedback and consistent 
responses to behaviours of concern.”

Complementing the focus on 
optimism, staff are placing the 
spotlight on “praise and feedback” 
this term.

Students are praised and rewarded 
for positive behaviours in the 
classroom and in the yard.

Recognit ion of  respectful  or 
responsible behaviour is shown with 
a smiley face sticker and is celebrated.

In addition to the SWPBS program, 
teachers are identifying students 
who demonstrate the school values 
of Respect, Responsibility, Optimism 
and Honesty and recognising this 
through the weekly YAGA (You Are 
Great Award) at the school assembly.

The brainchild of Acting Assistant 
Principal, Ms Meredith Thornton; 
each week, nominated students are 
presented with a YAGA at school 
assembly to highlight the positive 
qualities ACPS would like to promote.

The past two years were filled with 
hardship and, for many, creating 
positive goals for 2022 feels more 
important than ever before.

ACPS looks forward to seeing 
students challenge themselves as they 
start the year with a positive mindset.
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Open Night
Tuesday 22nd March
School Tours 4-6.15pm and 6.45-8pm.
Principal’s Address 5pm and 7.15pm. 
Booking essential via our website.

Further information:

9844 2749
whs@warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au

Warrandyte High School has a designated bus parking zone inside the school grounds with 
school bus services running from North Croydon, Warranwood, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, 

Research, Kangaroo Ground and Eltham. This is in addition to the regular National Bus service 
which stops just outside the school.

Warrandyte
High School

+613 9844 2749
Fax: +61 3 9844 1813 

whs@warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au
www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au

cnr. Warrandyte & Alexander Roads,
Warrandyte 3113

• $3.54 Million Upgrade in 2022
• Excellent Academic Results 
• Learning Excellence Academic Program 

(LEAP) for high achievers
• Sports Academy – elite Basketball and AFL program
• Wide Range of VCE Acceleration Opportunities 
• Dynamic Music and Arts Program
• Trips to Italy, China and Central Australia
• Extensive Sporting and Science Program

Follow us on Facebok
https://www.facebook.com/warrandytehighschool

School Tours on 
Wednesdays

•	 Not	for	profit	organization
•	 40	hours/fortnight	(includes	every	second	weekend)
•	 Award	rates	plus	loading	for	weekends	and	pro	rata	annual	leave	and			

	 sick	leave.
The	Warrandyte	Lions	Club	Op-Shop	has	been	a	feature	of	the	township	

for	many	decades	with	proceeds	from	shop	sales	supporting	many	schools,	
community	groups	and	sporting	clubs.
We	offer	an	opportunity	to	be	part	of	a	friendly	environment	with	great	

volunteers	and	support	of	an	Op-Shop	Committee	of	Management.
The	ideal	candidate	will	enjoy	a	casual	retail	setting	and	have	the	opportunity	

to	be	creative	in	the	presentation	of	the	many	different	types	of	donated	goods.
Experience	and	skills	should	include	-:
o	 Retail	Experience
o	 Ability	to	organise	rostering	of	volunteers
o	 Overseeing	of	donations	and	pricing
o	 Basic	knowledge	of	Microsoft	Excel
o	 Basic	reporting	and	administrative	skills
o	 Ordering	of	office	supplies
o	 Good	communication	with	staff	and	customers
o	 Arrange	and	display	shop	goods.
Police	check,	working	with	children	clearance	and	compliance	with	state	

government	Covid	19	vaccinations	are	required.
Applications	to:
Lions	Club	of	Warrandyte
P.O.	Box	18
Warrandyte	VIC	3113

Or	email	to	lionsoppywarrandyte@outlook.com

Note	:		Trading	hours	Wednesday	to	Friday	10.30am	–	4.30pm	 
	 Saturday	and	Sunday	11.00am	–	5.00pm
Working	days	will	be	Wednesday	to	Sunday	1st	week	then	Wednesday	and		 	

			part	Thursday	2nd	week.

POSITION	VACANT
OPPORTUNITY	SHOP	MANAGER	 
(Permanent	Part-Time)
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Welcome to Warrandyte Primary School!
By CLAIRE LAMBERT
IT IS ALWAYS an exciting day for staff 
and students at Warrandyte Primary 
School (WPS) when we welcome the 
newest members of our community, 
and this year was no exception!

Excited children arrived with parents 
and grandparents, eager to get into 
their classroom and begin the special 
“Pre-Prep Program” designed by 
teachers at WPS.

This is a new initiative at our school, 
providing students with the best 
possible start to their school journey 
after the difficulties of the last two 
years.

Prep teacher Steph Chivell explains.
“After talking to the Kinder teachers 

within our community, we knew that 
we needed to adapt our teaching to 
meet the needs of our incoming Prep 
students.

“Opportunities for daily gross skill 
practice has been integral, as this also 
develops fine motor skills needed for 
writing.

“We have strengthened our multi-
sensory approach to literacy, and 
students have started learning the 
AUSLAN signs for each new sound 
they’ve learnt.”

New parent Liz Cane was thrilled 
when her daughter burst out of 
school at the end of her first morning, 
declaring she had had the best day 

ever — full of stories of the new friends 
she had made and the fun activities 
she had done.

“I love my school, Mum!,” said Tilly.
After their first morning at school, 

the Preps and their parents enjoyed a 
picnic lunch together in the outdoor 
classroom area; the parents even 
gathered to make a guard of honour 
for the little ones!

One of the highlights for Prep and 
Grade 6 students is meeting up with 
“buddies”.

Each Prep child is assigned an older 
friend to help and encourage them in 
their first year of school.

The older students can use their 
leadership skills to teach and care for 
our youngest children as they adjust 
to “big school”.

One of our buddy activities was for 
the Grade 6 students to choose and 
share a picture book with their buddy 
before enjoying lunch together outside 
in our fabulous outdoor classroom.

The older children were encouraged 
to discuss the pictures and ask 
questions, helping the little ones 
engage with the books and make 
connections whilst enjoying stories 
and developing a love of books.

Our whole school community is 
looking forward to journeying with 
the 2022 cohort as they continue their 
school adventure!

Prep picnic Buddies share a book in the library Tilly shows off her drawing of her teddy

Buddy Lunch

First day of Prep for Ned

Ned gets a reassuing hug 



Book a tour online
billanook.vic.edu.au

MARCH 2022 Warrandyte Diary 29

Wild start to high school

Top Designs winner

YEAR 7 STUDENTS at Warrandyte 
High School kicked off the start of 
their secondary school experience 
with a week-long camp to Roses Gap 
Recreation Centre in the Grampians.

The Year 7s, many of whom had not 
been to camp in three years, were 
accompanied by the Year 11 VET Sport 
and Recreation students and eight 
dedicated staff members.

The weather presented the week’s 
first challenge with a sweltering 34 
degrees on the first day.

But with a cooling pool awaiting 
them at the end of their first hike, there 
were no complaints from the campers.

Roses Gap offers students a wide 
range of adventure activities, and the 
Year 7 students, guided by their Year 
11 buddies, threw themselves into the 
action from the outset.

The students spoke to Warrandyte 

Diary about some of their favourite 
parts of the camp experience.

“My favourite part on camp was 
abseiling.

“I loved climbing down the cliff!
“I was really scared, but when I got 

down to the bottom, I wanted to go 
again,” said Jess McDermott.

Ava Kelly preferred the giant swing 
saying: “My favourite thing that I did 
was probably the Giant Swing.

“I was very scared while pulling other 
people up.

“It got to my turn, and I got so scared, 
but I closed my eyes and didn’t look 
down.

“I got to the top and just pulled the 
string, and although I felt like I was 
going to pass out, it was still fun.”

A low ropes course, canoeing and 
crate climbing provided even more 
challenges and opportunities for 

students to step outside their comfort 
zones.

“I think my favourite bit of camp was 
probably relaxing in my cabin with 
friends and making better friends with 
them,” said Ruby Johnston.

E v e n i n g  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d 
activities were organised by the Year 
11 students as part of their VET Sport 
and Recreation curriculum.

Year 7 camp gave them a great 
opportunity to demonstrate their 
leadership skills and to be mentors 
for the new Warrandyte High students.

By all accounts, the camp was a great 
success which can be attributed to the 
Year 7 Level Leader Fiona Dzur and the 
dedicated staff who attended.

As a starting point to secondary 
school, the camp allowed students 
to take on challenges and form 
friendships. 

By CLAIRE BLOOM
VET Creative Digital Media Teacher

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  t o 
Warrandyte High School 2021 
School Captain Emma Dodds, who 
has had her work accepted into the 
prestigious Top Designs exhibit.

Last year, Emma studied VET 
Creative Digital Media, achieving a 
Certificate 3 in Screen and Media.

One of her assessment tasks was to 
create a digital animation for a target 
audience of pre-school students.

Emma had to create an engaging, 
educational sequence along the 
lines of Sesame Street.

Her  b r ie f  in cl ud e d  s e ve ral 
technical constraints and required 
a defined creative thinking and 
design process.

With an array of characters, 
Emma’s Australiana theme certainly 
met the requirements of the client 
brief.

Emma designed, drew, animated, 
and voiced interesting objects for 
her piece.

Each year, around 40–50 of the top 
works in Year 12 Digital Media are 

submitted for Top Designs judging, 
with only a dozen or so making the 
final cut.

Emma’s work will be on display 
at Melbourne Museum throughout 
Term 2.

This is a wonderful achievement 
for Emma and Warrandyte High 
School.

Canoeing at Roses Gap

Year 7 camp adventure begins

Rock climbing in the Grampians

Emma Dodds
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Conscious breathing: what is it 
and how to optimise the benefits

Laughter, music and a 
life-saving message

B R E AT H I N G  I S  s o m e t h i n g  w e 
unconsciously do every single day, 
however when done correctly and 
consciously, there’s some incredible 
power to breathing.

Roughly eight years ago, when I 
was first fully immersed in the health 
and wellness space, I came across 
breathwork through a facilitator who 
just returned to Melbourne after 
teaching for some time in Germany. 

It was the newest health fad across 
Europe and seemed somewhat 
straightforward, however, I soon 
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h i s  u n d e r r a t e d 
practice had some incredible and 
transformative benefits. 

Practising conscious breath also 
made people so empowered when 
they recognised that breath is so readily 
accessible. 

It can be done anywhere and at any 
time.

Before I started practising breathwork 
and mindful breathing, I really had no 
idea just how shallow my breath was. 

As I became more consistent in my 
practice, I realised that I was only 
going as far as my chest, and when I 
became stressed or anxious the shallow 
breathing was only making those 
feelings worse. 

While the body is  a complete 
masterpiece, there are ways and tactics 
to better harness the breath for holistic 
benefits.

Firstly, breathing into the nose brings 
a purification and detoxification 
process that happens as the air passes 
through the nostrils and towards the 
lungs.  

The nostrils filter, warm, and humidify 
the air in a way that the mouth cannot. 

At times, breathing through your 
mouth is necessary (increased physical 
activity, sinus issues), but consciously 
breathing through your nose will purify 
the air especially in very dry or cold 
environments. 

It has also been proven that breathing 
through the nose will increase air 
flow to arteries, veins and nerves — 
increasing the overall oxygen update 
and circulation.

In breathwork,  we teach that 
conscious breath will then move 
towards your  stomach as  your 
diaphragm contracts and the belly 
expands as your lungs fill with air.

It is a highly efficient way to breathe 
as it pulls down on the lungs creating 
negative pressure in the chest, resulting 
in air flowing into the maximum area 
of your lungs.

I often prompt the feeling of breathing 
into your stomach first, before allowing 
the breath to fill up into the lungs. 

For a more mindful approach to your 
breath, hold this breath for up to eight 
seconds, allowing the heart rate to 
slow down. 

This will help to calm the nervous 
system to reduce anxiety and stress, 
it also helps to put the body into deep 
relaxation.

On the release of your breath, focus on 
releasing your stomach first, allowing 
the exerting breath of carbon dioxide 
to travel up the body through the lungs, 
up the air passage, and release the full 
breath through the mouth.

It is nurturing for the body to also 
place the left hand on your heart or 
chest, and your right hand on your 
stomach. 

Feeling the tactile flow of breath 

throughout your body.
Our breath is synonymous with life. 
To be alive is to be breathing, so, 

when we can intentionally change the 
way we breathe, we change the way 
that we respond to life itself — and this 
can be incredibly powerful. 

Whether it’s taking a deep breath to 
pause and take time out to respond, 
or to do a few cycles of breathing to 
ease anxiety, we’re able to change our 
internal states which leads to change 
in everything external to us.

Other benefits  of  breathwork 
include:  deep relaxation, reduction 
in anxiety and stress, improved sleep, 
boosted immune system, increased 
energy, released trauma and trigger 
patterns, release of stuck emotions 
held in the body, rebalance of the 
nervous system, release of blockages 
of built-up body tension, as well as 
freedom from limiting beliefs and 
behaviours.

Remember to breathe.
Laura Roodhouse is the owner of 
Wellness by PP
wellnessbypp.com

By KARA THOMSON
PINK STUMPS day was certainly a 
day to remember for all that came and 
contributed. 

The day was held to help raise as 
much money as possible for breast 
cancer research and treatment. 

For this year’s event, the lovely Katie 
Taubert was roaring and ready for 
the task to uphold an incredible pink 
stumps day. 

The day began with some socialising 
and light food, then moving on to our 
amazing guest speakers.

We had Katy Sodapop speak first as 
a breast cancer survivor. 

Her touching story of survival 
brought tears to everyone’s eyes. 

“I just want everyone here to be alert, 
and if you are unsure of something, 
just get it checked.”

Next speaking we had a local GP Lisa 
Rogers, who gave us all the proper ways 
to check breasts for abnormalities. 

One in eight women will have breast 
cancer, and one in 829 men will have 
breast cancer as well. 

The importance of men getting 
checked was talked about too, as 
almost no one in the room (around 80 
people) had any idea men could get 
breast cancer as well. 

Our Manningham Mayor Michelle 
Kleinert, then spoke to us all by 
welcoming everyone to the event and 
speaking about the importance of 
getting mammograms, and to get one 
if you feel like something is not right 
in your body, as you should always put 
yourself first. 

We then had a live band playing 
classic songs to liven up the room 
even more.

Desserts were handed out, and after 
a couple of drinks everyone was up 
and dancing! 

More donations were made, and 

more raffle tickets were sold. 
As the afternoon continued, Michelle 

Heffernan, WCC Womens Coordinator 
spoke to Sophie Day about her journey 
in cricket. 

S o p h i e  s t a r t e d  p l ay i n g  w i t h 
Warrandyte Cricket Club when she 
was around 16. 

T h r o u g h  c o m m i t m e n t  s h e 
progressed to Women’s Premier 
League, then into the Women’s Big 
Bash League with the Melbourne Stars 
and now is a regular in the Victorian 
Women’s Cricket team. 

Sophie’s message: “have a go, work 
hard and you achieve anything that 
you set your mind to”. 

All raffle tickets and prizes were 
drawn after that, and following a 
successful night everyone went home. 

All the money has been totalled up, 
and the event raised just over $13,000 
dollars for the McGrath foundation! 

Thank you so incredibly much to 
everyone that attended and everyone 
that helped out, even the smallest of 
donations helped raise all this money, 
which will certainly help out. 

So, I end with this: well done, 
Warrandyte, we’ve done it again.

Enjoying Pink Stumps

By LAURA ROODHOUSE

wellbeing

Facilitator Bryden McGregor

Photo: Rubin Utama
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One last spin around Warrandyte
LOCAL WARRANDYTE Mountain 
Bi k e  C l u b  m e m b e r s  N ATA L I E 
PAPEZ, JOZICA KUTIN and KARINA 
VITTIRITI, produced a series of riding 
routes in and around Warrandyte — 10 
to be exact.

As the three take a break from 
mapping, concluding our series of 
rides, Warrandyte Diary asked our 
Warrandyte pathfinders to reflect on 
the best bits of a year of mapping.

Natalie Papez
Well, you’re probably all thinking, 

why did this take so long? Why now?
All I can say is that Mountain Biking is 

a relatively newish kind of sport.
Technological advancements have 

come a long way in the last 10 years; 
bikes are getting lighter and easier 
to ride.

And Warrandyte is the perfect 
location to launch such a pastime, 
especially over the COVID years.

We all couldn’t have had a better 
place to live for a forced ‘Rona 
lockdown, or 10!

The beautiful Yarra River and 
local State Parks are prime spots for 
bushwalks and rides.

Lucky us!
With an abundance of nature on our 

doorstep, why not create a few mapped 
rides around the area? That was our 
thinking, and we wanted to share it 
with everyone.

Something for the “super fit”, “aiming 
to be super fit”, or even just “push your 
bike up the hills fit”.

During lockdowns, what else were 
you planning on doing anyway?

One of my favourites would have to 
be the Winter Solstice Ride (June 2021 
edition).

I love the gentle, rolling, grassy hills 
towards the cowshed, the profusion 
of kangaroos grazing, the solace 
of the chapel, and the fact that the 
mapped ride looks like a chalice or a 
stethoscope (not sure which).

It seemed that when there was a 
scheduled “hilly” mapping ride to 
be done, Jozica often seemed to be 
recovering from surgery or some such 
nonsense.

I love the photo of her with winter 
woollies, camp stool and laptop set up 
on the bike rack on the back of her car, 
typing up our notes.

That was when Michelle and I had 
to map the Gold Route — lots of hills.

We were a bit over it by the end of 
that one.

However, on that ride, I highly 
recommend taking the time to explore 
the goldmines, shafts and diggings 
along the way.

I also did another solo mapping 
ride for the January 2022 edition, the 
Powerline Climb.

Oh wow, those hills were killers.
Where was Jozica for this one?
Once out on many of these rides, I 

marvelled at how easy and convenient 
it was that the flow and connections 
along the routes just worked out 
perfectly.

I never knew many places existed, 
and enormous navigational discoveries 
were made, particularly the Ruffey 
Lake Park route (November 2021).

We often got lost and had to backtrack 
and constantly check Sherpa Karina’s 
blueprint map on Strava to figure out 
where we went wrong.

For a real Mountain Biking experience, 
head straight to Candlebark Park and 
ride the Rainbow Route (October 
2021).

Here you will find many elements to 
test your technical skills, strength and 
endurance.

It consists of many different segments 
and is our local go-to for a good time.

Jozica Kutin
COVID-19 lockdowns meant that 

Natalie and I had our Sundays back 
— we were no longer needed as junior 
footy taxis and team managers.

After noticing quite a few lost cyclists 
and walkers in the hills of Warrandyte,  
and posts on social media asking for 
hiking suggestions around Warrandyte, 
we started thinking.

Our first ideas were guided hikes 
around Warrandyte, replete with 
unofficial (and possibly scandalous) 
historical commentary.

When we exhausted the local walking 
options, we started to set out on picnic 
rides — with quite some emphasis on 
“picnic”. 

One thing led to another, and our 
idea was born. 

James, a long-distance trail runner 
and Diary  Editor — was all  for 

publishing it.
Maps?
That’s where Karina came in — 

extreme adventure racer, mountain 
biker AND professional cartographer.

Karina has an incredibly detailed 
knowledge of paths, tracks, fire trails 
and roads in and around Warrandyte 
— and ensured all routes were suitable 
for riding.

Each month all three of us would 
discuss the next ride.

Karina would ride the route in record 
time.

Natalie and I would set a date to 
follow Karina’s route.

A ride that would take Karina 90 
minutes to ride would take Natalie and 
me five times as long to map and ride it.

Nat and I would pack our lunch and 
thermoses and meet at the trailhead.

While some people were interested 
in joining us, they were discouraged — 
our stopping and note-taking and long 
lunches would have been intolerable.

We mostly managed to get back to 
Warrandyte before sundown (we were 
cutting it fine on the Sugarloaf ride but 
had packed our lights just in case).

Nat and I loved our adventures — 
wondering what magical mystery tour 
Karina would send us on.

Each month we were in awe of how 
Karina managed to link up paths 
and trails to keep us off the roads — 
exploring every green patch on the 
Melways.

Natalie forgets that the Eltham Gravel 
Grind (Red Route) was a route I had to 
do on my own in the cold of winter — 
winter gloves and a beanie under my 
helmet (I think she was sunning herself 
in Queensland) — and, of course, I 

apologise for abandoning her on the 
hilliest of rides.

At one point, I made four attempts 
to find the track that Karina had used 
to no avail.

Google Maps, Strava, find my friend 
— nothing helped — a quick phone 
call, and Karina was able to set me on 
my way.

I felt like I was in another world 
discovering the sneaky little paths, 
quiet  roll ing gravel  roads,  and 
abandoned muddies en-route on the 
Red Route.

Some of our routes took longer than 
expected, not because of the need for 
detailed notes and long lunches, but 
because of all the people, we bumped 
into along the way.

It didn’t matter where we went, how 
remote the path or road; there was 
someone we knew (or didn’t) who 
wanted a chat, wanted to find out what 
we were up to.

A stranger from Hurstbridge while 
riding his MTB recognised Nat and me.

“Hey, are you the ones writing up 
those trails?

“They’re awesome.”

We hope you’ve enjoyed our rides as 
much as we did.

Karina Vittiriti
Planning where to explore each 

month and riding the route was 
undoubtedly the highlight.

I love to ride and explore, and I was 
excited by the challenge of linking up 
all of the local trails for all to enjoy.

Joz and Nat then did a great job 
following a combo of the map and the 
Strava route to prepare the article.

Their attention to detail for these 
write-ups was incredible, and these 
two certainly had lots of laughs, smiles 
and fun along the way.

Being a cartographer and having 
access to all of the appropriate spatial 
data, it seemed logical to say yes when 
asked to prepare the maps.

My favourite rides would be the 
Sugarloaf and Eltham ones; in fact, I 
ride the Eltham loop with friends most 
weekends.

I prefer rides that involve more dirt, 
more hills, fewer cars, and a coffee stop 
at the end; those two rides deliver on 
all fronts.

Jozica Kutin

Karina Vittiriti

Natalie Papez
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Doncaster athletes light up the track

Meet the Junior Sharks’ new PR President

By ED MUNKS
FEBRUARY WAS a big month for local 
athletics.

Doncaster Little Athletics competed 
in the Eastern Metropolitan Regional 
championships (EMR) at Knox, and 
the senior athletes competed in the 
Victorian State Championships at 
Lakeside.

Little Athletics EMR
The Harding girls had a successful 

meet and were amongst the medals.
Harper in the Under 10 girls competed 

in five events, winning gold in the 60m 
hurdles and the 70m, 100m and 200m 
sprints, and silver in the 400m.

In the Under 13 Girls’ category, 
Jamison took silver in the 80m hurdles, 
a bronze medal in the triple jump, and 
a 4th in the 200m hurdles.

Elder sister Shakira in the Under 15 
Girls’ won two gold medals in the 90m 
hurdles and the 200m hurdles, two 
silver medals in the 100m and 200m 
which was also a Personal Best (PB) 
and finished with a bronze medal in 
the 400m.

Macey Hansen in the Under 11 Girls’ 
also had a big weekend out at EMR with 
three gold medals in the 100m, 200m 
and high jump with 1.35m PB, followed 
by a big PB in the long jump.

Teammate Chloe Baldock also won 
the 400m and two silver medals in the 
800m and 1500m in the Under 11 Girls’.

Younger sister Grace Baldock also 
competed in the Under 9 Girls’ with a 
PB in the long jump.

Victorian Athletics Championship
The young and up and coming 

Jamison and Shakira Harding were also 

amongst the age group medal winners.
Jamison competed in the Under 14 

women’s, winning a gold medal in the 
pole vault with a PB height of 2.80m, 
which is also a Doncaster Athletic 
Club record.

Jamison also PB’d and won bronze 
in the 80m hurdles (13.9) and 200m 
hurdles (34.89).

In the Under 16 women’s, Shakira 
won silver in the 90m sprint (13.6) and 
200m hurdles (29.69), both PBs.

In the 200m, she ran 27.70 and 
placed 6th.

Abbey Caldwell running in only her 
second competitive race for the season 
at the State Championships after an 
injury-enforced layoff, ran in the 800m 
(2.03.51PB), claiming silver.

Coach Gavin Burren noted that 
Abbey’s progression is very exciting.

Abbey will now start to concentrate 
on interstate and international 
opportunities.

Hurdler Nicole Reynolds finished 4th 
in her heat of the flat 400m 

with a time of 59.46 and then followed 
up with a bronze medal in the 400m 
hurdles in 64.24.

The Parrott flock were also competing.
Lachlan took bronze in the Under 20 

men’s long jump (6.79m) and followed 
up with a 7.06m leap in the men’s open 
long jump, placing 6th.

Lachy also ran an 11.58 in the Under 
20 men’s 100m heat.

Younger brother Matt set himself 
a gruelling challenge with a bronze 
medal in the men’s Under 20 100m in 
11.20, a 4th in the 200m final (23.14) 
and 5th in the long jump final (6.48m).

Matt was also entered in the 400m but 
pulled out at the last minute to preserve 

his legs for the shorter sprints.
Coach Elvis said he was proud of his 

young men’s efforts.
All the Doncaster athletes will now 

compete at the Nationals in Sydney at 
the end of March.

General recap
On January 26, the Victoria Relay 

Championships were held at the 
Lakeside Stadium.

Local Park Orchards athlete Allison 
Parrot representing the Doncaster 
Athletics Club competed in the medley 
relay running in the 400m leg along 
with Laura McLennan (1200m), Renee 
Reardon (800m) and Kate Downward 
(1600m), to win the gold medal.

Allison and her teammates are now 
training for the Victorian Masters 
Championships in April, and the 
forthcoming cross-country season, 
which starts in May.

Week 1 of the Doncaster Little 
Athletics Centre championships saw 
East Doncaster’s Macey Hansen win 
the Under 11 100m 2nd in the shot put 
and 3rd in the 800m, teammate Chloe 
Baldock won the 800m and placed 2nd 
in the 100m.

A n y o n e  w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o 
Doncaster Athletic Club, past and 
present, are invited to join the club in 
celebrating 50 years.

A dinner will be held on Saturday, 
April 30, more details on the club’s 
website www.doncasterac.org.au.

For any queries on joining East 
Doncaster Little Athletics, please 
contact Lisa Williams on 0408 140 461 
and for the older athletes, Doncaster 
Athletics Club president Campbell 
McLennan on 0414 533 677.

By JAMES POYNER
PARK ORCHARDS resident Kate Gniel 
has many strings to her bow.

Owner/operator of a local PR business 
Head Start Communications, Kate has 
been behind local initiatives such as 
the In Your Backyard Facebook Page 
and League of Gentlemen fundraiser, 
which has a double-pronged initiative 
of engaging men in talking about 
men’s mental health and wellbeing 
and raising vital funds for kids cancer 
charity Challenge.

With her two young sons now both 
involved in local sport, Kate is turning 
her hand and her PR experience to the 
local junior footy club and has taken 
the mantel of Sharks Junior Football 
Club President.

Not only is she hoping to use her 
professional skills to help elevate the 
club’s profile in the local community 
and beyond, but Kate is also the first 
female club President in the Junior 
club’s 50+ years history.

The Diary spoke with Kate about her 
decision to take on club President and 
her vision for the season ahead and 
seasons to come.

“My big thing is community and 
connecting people.

“So, for me, that’s really important, 
and that is what I feel I can bring to 
the likes of the Junior Football Club.”

Taking on the role, five weeks out 
from the start of what will hopefully be 
the first full season community sport 
has seen in two years — and juggling 
existing commitments at work and 
home, Kate says these first few weeks 
have been challenging.

“I love a challenge.
“A n d  w e  h av e  a n  i n c re d i b l e 

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a n  a m a z i n g 
committee.

“It’s because of the people who are 
currently on the committee as to why I 
undertook the role, because everyone’s 
very supportive, everyone has can-do 
attitudes.

“Everyone is in it together, because 
we are all volunteers.

“Our main priority this year is to get all 
families, and all players, reconnected 
and feeling part of not only our club 
but of our community.

“It’s about reconnecting with all of 
our stakeholder groups;  it’s our players, 
it’s our families, it’s our sponsors.

“But, it’s beyond that as well.
“It’s everybody that is part of what 

makes Park Orchards what it is and 

making the Sharks that place that 
people want to be and are happy to be.

“We already see kids and adults 
walking around in their Sharks shirts 
all the time.

“And that just tells me that they’re 
proud to be part of the club, and we 
want that to grow.”

Girls and women in sport are in a 
period of exponential growth, and 
the Sharks are riding that wave with 
numerous Girls’ teams planned for the 
coming season.

The Sharks or iginally  started 
their Girls’ competition in 2016, 
spearheaded by a local teenager who 
“just wanted to play footy”.

“I was speaking to her dad over the 
weekend.

“She had said to him, ‘I want to play 
football’.

“So he said, ‘Okay, let’s sort this out’.
Kate said that at the time, there was 

Auskick and you could play mixed, 
but there was no separate Girls’ 
competition.

“But now, as the game has progressed, 
we’re seeing AFLW.

“I often hear from the girls ‘I don’t 
want to play mixed because I don’t 
have to play mixed’.

“It’s tricky with COVID, it’s hard 
to know numbers this year because 
it’s slower with registrations across 
the board, but we have got a decent 
number of teams coming through.

“Before Christmas, we held an event, 
and I deliberately advertised it as 
‘all eights, nines and ten-year-olds 
welcome’, and I had one mum say, ‘is 
this for girls, too?’ and so I said, ‘I hope 
you never have to ask that question 
again because it is open to everyone’.”

Kate said the club is also investing in 
some specialist support and training 
to help the new Girls’ players, who 
maybe have not had as much on-field 
experience  — to date — as their male 
counterparts, to learn the strategies 
needed to stay safe and reduce the risk 
of injury while playing.

Kate notes that Girls’ and Women’s 
footy is going through a period of 
growth, and she hopes that in five 
years, conversations like this will 
be a thing of the past, with Girls’ 
and Women’s footy normalised into 
contemporary culture.

At club level, she hopes to lead by 
fostering a spirit of meritocracy.

“That’s my big thing, you know.
“You don’t just get somewhere just 

because you’re a female.
“But I look at the opportunities 

that girls have now from a very early 
age compared to what I had, and I’m 
envious.

“I’m envious of what they can do, 
and also what they’ll be able to do in 
another five years compared to what I 
had when I was their age.

“I just want to show that I support that 
in every single way.”

The Sharks are hoping for an exciting 
year ahead in the YJFL competition, 
and with Kate weaving her PR magic, 
the club will have the Park Orchards 
community behind it all the way.

Kate Gniel

800m Sliver medalist Abbey Caldwell

Macey Hansen and Chloe Baldock with team-
mates at EMR

Jamison Harding (far right) racing

Bronze medalist 400m hurdles Nicole Reynolds
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By JAMES POYNER
THAT INTERIM period where the 
cricket season is winding down and 
the footy season hasn’t quite started 
yet means only one thing for our local 
running community; it is time — once 
again — to lace up those runners and 
tackle the Run Warrandyte fun run.

This is the second year of the 21km 
course option, and the allure of a half-
marathon and any excuse to run the 
picturesque riverside trial in Pound 
Bend saw me two-for-two with the 
21km distance.

For those who do not know, the 
5km–21km distances are one to four 
laps of a course that takes runners 
up Everard Drive and onto the Tank 
Track, before a sweeping downhill 
section to the walking track, then the 
hard slog up to Third Street, before 
following West End Road back down 
to the Sports Pavilion and the start/
finish.

With its placement at the beginning 
of March, often bushfires, dehydration, 
and snakes are your biggest worry.

But, the recent, unusual weather 
and the brief soaking the township 
received the previous day, the 
course and conditions were cool and 
damp, making for some fast single 
trail through the lush, green forest 
alongside a flowing Yarra River.

Four laps of this course has you 

out there for a long time, but starting 
first and finishing after all the other 
distances had been completed meant 
I managed to see most of the other 
distance runners out on the course.

From 5km to 21km, young kids 
to seasoned recreational runners, 
everyone was smiling and just 
enjoying being out in Warrandyte’s 
bush environment.

Hats off to the community of 
volunteers who gave up a sleep-in on 
a Sunday morning to guide and cheer 
the runners around the course.

With a little over 100 metres of 
elevation per lap, the 21km event 
accumulates between 400 and 
450 metres (depending on your 
smartwatch) of elevation over the four 
laps, which makes this course fun but 
challenging at any distance.

The atmosphere around the event 
village was electric, and kudos to 
the organisers who have designed a 
course where the buzz of onlookers 
and the activities in the event village 
invigorates and motivates you to go 
another lap.

I can say with certainty that the Run 
Warrandyte fun run has matured into 
an excellent community event, and I 
am looking forward to taking on its 
challenging hills and trails in 2023.

I hope they don’t add any more laps; 
I might not be able to help myself.

Run Warrandyte: the tale of the trail
Photos: SANDI MILLER
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By EMMA MACDOUGAL
Warrandyte Basketball Association 
WARRANDYTE BASKETBALL recent-
ly welcomed its Redbacks players 
and competing EDJBA teams to the 
first round of competition games 
at its new venue — a stunning new 
two-court stadium situated at nearby 
Donvale Christian College.

The hire of the new stadium adds to 
the basketball club’s existing venue 
hire at Warrandyte Sports Complex 
(its home court) and Warrandyte High 
School.

In addition to Saturday competition 
games, the club will soon see Junior 
Venom Representative games, played 
on Friday nights, transition to the new 
courts.

We are hopeful also to bring our 
Senior Venom teams participating in 
the Big V competition into the mix in 
the future.

This is a terrific move for the club.
We are delighted to complement our 

existing training and game stadiums 
with the College’s new stadium.

It is a contemporary, friendly, open 
space with two timber-sprung court 
floors.

The court surface will help reduce 
player injuries, particularly as they 
return to indoor basketball following 
such an intermittent period over the 
past two years due to COVID.

We have received a fantastic response 
from our players and coaches who have 
trained and now played games on the 
new courts.

Our Redbacks U14.1 Girls’ coach, 
Brian Rolph, said: “The new court is a 
great venue — it has an excellent open 
feel with a wonderful combination of 
natural and interior lighting.

“ The cour t  sur face i tsel f  has 
responsive ball bounce, good grip and 
a professional feel — I’m really excited 

to be able to play on the court.”
These sentiments were backed up 

by Michael Davey, U14.2 Girls’ coach, 
who added they were “great courts, 
with easy parking access and great 

for spectators”.
In other club news, our Winter 

Season registrations are now open!
To  r e g i s t e r,  p l e a s e  g o  t o 

warrandytebasketball.com.au.

Alternatively, if  you’re new to 
basketball, check out our Redbacks 
Rookies program via the website.

Go Redbacks!
Go Venom!

Scotty wows them in Beijing

WBA welcomes new two-court stadium

Redbacks and Venom play at the NBL

By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE’S own snowboarding 
legend has been pipped at the post in 
his run for a Gold medal at the 2022 
Beijing Olympics.

He was a favourite for Gold after 
recently bringing home the goods 
from the X-Games in January.

James entered the final in second 
position and was hopeful of taking the 
top honour.

After a stumble on the first run put 
him in 10th position, a blistering 
second run, with a score of 92.5 
gave him the lead going into the all-
important final run.

“We are lost for words right now, 
but we knew that was going to be an 
improvement — forget the rest, we 
have the best with Scotty James,” the 
lead commentator said.

When he couldn’t best it in his 

final run, it was down to the final 
competitor, Japan’s Ayumu Hirano as 
the only one who could beat him for 
the prize.

Scotty still had gold in his sights, 
while spectators held their breath 
as the Japanese rider pulled out 
a spectacular performance and 
snatching the Gold with a 96.0.

James now adds an Olympic Silver 
medal to the Bronze he took home 
from Pyeong Chang in 2018 and says 
he has his sights set for Gold in Milan 
to complete the set.

He farewelled his long-time rival, 
Shaun White, for whom these games 
are his swansong. 

In a post-event interview with 
Channel 7, James said: “I have had 
such a great time here in Beijing. 

“This has been such a special Winter 
Games. 

“This guy [White] is very, very 
special”.

He labelled White the Greatest of 
All Time.

“To Shaun, obviously huge respect to 
him — the guy is the GOAT… it’s been 
incredible to be here with you. 

White then praised James’ silver-
medal-winning run: “Crushed it! I was 
seeing the switch back doubles to the 
deck … I was like, come on! 

“ You are just  cr ushing them 
effortlessly — to see you throwing 
down is just awesome.”

Then Warrandyte’s hero asked his 
rival for support in his campaign to 
compete in 2026, saying: “If you have 
the time, I have one more medal I need 
— if you want to help.”

White laughed as he replied: “I will 
back you!”

And rest assured, so will Warrandyte.

By MICHELLE PARKER
ON THURSDAY, I was asked if the 
U12 Redback boys would like to play 
the U12 Venom boys at halftime at 
the South East Phoenix vs Brisbane 
Bullets NBL game at John Cain Arena. 

“Hell Yes!”
Within 48 hours we had two teams 

of excited boys making their way into 
town with 60 family members and 
free tickets for everyone. 

Warrandyte was taking over John 
Cain Arena!

On arrival, the families went off 
to their seats and the playing group 
were given wrist bands allowing them 
to sit close to the court — and to go 
on to the court!

The boys watched the first quarter 
as Phoenix battled it out in a fierce 
encounter with the Bullets. Then the 
boys were escorted under the stands 
to wait for halftime to commence. 

We met the camera crew and 
Phoenix Firebird mascot as we 
nervously awaited our turn to run 
out onto the hallowed court, we had 
just watched our heroes play on. 

Suddenly, the stadium was quiet. 
Thousands of people hushed. 
Then the Court Announcer’s 

b o o m i n g  v o i c e  “ W e l c o m e 
Warrandyte Venom….!”. 

That was our cue. 
The flames next to the court shot up 

into the air as the Phoenix Firebird 
cartwheeled and backflipped into the 
arena followed by the U12 Redbacks, 
U12 Venom team and the Coaches 
and Referee. 

The two teams lined up, and the 
referee threw the ball up for the 
tip-off. 

It had begun. 
The boys were playing at the NBL!
The game was intense with both 

teams playing a great brand of 
basketball which their coaches and 
the crowd appreciated. 

The Court Announcer was calling 
the action and the crowd applauded 
every basket. 

Subs were thrown into the action 
as payers were grabbed as they ran 
past, there was no time to wait for 
a whistle.  

In the blink of an eye the game was 
over, and the teams ran off to the 
applause of thousands. Jubilation 
and excitement exuded from the boys 
as they huddled under the stadium 
still not believing they had just played 
on the big stage and wishing they 
could do it again! 

With smiles planted on every 
Warrandyte face we were led back 
to our seats to watch the rest of the 
NBL game. 

It was a thriller with the Phoenix 
coming away with a two-point win 
and free doughnuts for everyone. 

The playing group reunited with 
their families outside and I saw the 
same smiles on the parents and 
grandparents faces as I did on the 
boys. 

Everyone was sharing photos and 
saying what a fabulous experience 
it was. 

Thank you South East Phoenix’s and 
Warrandyte Basketball Association 
f o r  t h e  o p p o r tu n i t y  t o  ma ke 
memories that will last forever. 

Students show their 
support for a local hero
By CLAIRE LAMBERT
WARRANDYTE PRIMARY School 
(WPS) sports teacher Sally Freemantle 
was thrilled when Channel 7 contacted 
her, asking students at WPS to be 
filmed showing their support of 
snowboarder Scotty James in the 
Winter Olympics.

Students were eager to get behind 
this and excitedly prepared banners 
and streamers to wave to remind Scotty 

that his hometown was behind him 
every step of the way to Olympic glory!

Photographs of the students made 
it to the official Australian Olympic 
Team Facebook Page and appeared on 
the Channel 7 coverage of the Winter 
Olympics and Sunrise.

It was a fantastic experience that all 
students enjoyed being a part of and 
a great introduction for most of our 
students to the sport of Snowboarding.

Warrandyte U14.1 and U14.2 Girls Teams tipped off on Saturday.

Photo: DARREN MILLETT

Warrandyte PS kids cheer on the Warrandyte winter hero

Cheering for ScottySnowboarders cheer their hero

WPS show their Aussie spirit
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A spectacular end to the season
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
WHILE FEBRUARY may be the smallest 
month, it has been the biggest month 
of cricket for Warrandyte.

Seven of the eight men’s Seniors 
teams qualified for finals, the Girls 
team sits 10–0 top of the table and 
two games clear heading into the final 
round.  

The Over 40s in the Masters Division 
2 took out the title by six runs over 
Croydon Ranges.

In the Over 70s, keeper Warren 
Dummett had a magnificent day out 
recently bagging four catches and three 
stumpings, equalling the Senior club 
record (and we believe also a Veterans 
Cricket Victoria (VCV) record).

After a winless season in the Women’s 
Social Competition, Warrandyte has 
“chucked a Bradbury” to be catapulted 
into a Labour Day home Grand Final, 
following a forfeit by Wycliffe.

Pink Stumps Day was again a huge 
success raising $13,000 for the McGrath 
Foundation, and in the 1st XI Round 
14 saw two monster performances 
by Nuwan Liyanapathirana and 
Captain Ben Taylor, with a spot in the 
finals on the line, figures of 6/44 from 
Liyanapathirana and an unbeaten 111 
from Taylor capped off a regular season 
in style.

Warrandyte has the most senior 
men’s teams in the RDCA competing in 
finals in March and aims to take home 
as many flags as possible.

Good luck to all the teams.

1st XI
Round 10

Warrandyte 8/184 
def Wonga Park 126

H. Brown 41*, L. Madushanka 3/15

Round 11
Warranwood 8/204 

def by Warrandyte 8/205
N. Liyanapathirana 3/30, 

D. Mooney 35

Round 12
Warrandyte 8/153 

def St Andrews 6/147
D. Mooney 30, J. Ellis 30, L. Killey 3/30

Round 13
Warrandyte 119 

def by Bayswater Park 5/120
B. Taylor 46, C. Rakuscek 3/16

  
Round 14

Mount Evelyn 9/200 
def by Warrandyte 1/201
N. Liyanapathirana 6/44, 

B.Taylor 111*

2nd XI
Round 10

Wonga Park 133 
def by Warrandyte 5/134

B. Matheson 3/10, L. Warren 3/32, 
D. Poole 44

Round 11
Warranwood 4/173 

def by Warrandyte 7/175
A. Closs 1/18, L. Haberfield 45*

Round 12
Eastfield 177 

def by Warrandyte 7/180
L. Warren 3/31, A. White 72*

Round 13
Warrandyte 183 

def by North Ringwood 4/184
J. Aitken 51, I. Tua 2/33

Round 14
Warrandyte 9/124 

def by Kilsyth 3/125
A. White 34, B. Matheson 1/23

3rd XI
Round 10

Seville 7/206 
def Warrandyte 131

M. Spence 4/42, C. Day 36

Round 11
St Andrews 8/184 

def Warrandyte 5/93
D. McGrath 3/33, C. Padfield 35

Round 12
Warrandyte 9/179 
def Montrose 172

T. Jackson 37 & 4/36

Round 13
Warrandyte 4/235 

tied Woori Yallock 5/235
S, Bowyer 84, R. Hoiberg 71*

Round 14
Yarra Junction 109 

def by Warrandyte 3/110
N. Mooney 4/18, S. Bowyer 60

4th XI
Round 10

Warrandyte 4/154 
def by Eastfield 3/158

N. Croft 49*, J. Aitken 3/53

Round 11
Mooroolbark 9/177 
def Warrandyte 142

S. Ison 3/29, I. Rakuscek 42

Round 12
Warrandyte 112 

def by Kilsyth 4/119
S. Ison 39, B. Jackson 1/10

Round 13
Warrandyte 7/160 

def Templeton 6/116
D. Gidley 52, J. Aitken 2/19

Round 14
Warrandyte 5/141 
def Scoresby 105

I. Rakuscek 58, C. Day 3/19

5th XI
Round 10

St Andrews 54 
def by Warrandyte 1/57

R. Bansal 4/20, C. Jackson 39*

Round 11
Warrandyte 8/205 

def Montrose 9/161
H. Fyfe 54*, N. Gidley 3/25

Round 12
Warrandyte won via forfeit 

vs Croydon North

Round 13
Warrandyte 4/198 

def Wonga Park 5/143
D. Wellesley 75*, H. Hodgson 50, 

P. McAlary 2/17

Round 14
Ainslie Park 3/206 

def Warrandyte 173
D. Gidley 2/35, S. Haworth 43

6th XI
Round 10

Warrandyte 9/206 
def Wonga Park 7/125

S. Warr 56*, G. Callan 2/9

Round 11
Croydon Ranges 4/110 

def Warrandyte 91
M. Quick 2/16, A. Barclay 29

Round 12
Mooroolbark 124 

def Warrandyte 103
J. Prangley 2/14, H. Hay 2/19

Round 13
Warrandyte 5/209 

def Bayswater Park 6/147
B. Trayford 53*, M. Butcher 51*

Round 14
Warrandyte 3/211 

def North Ringwood 7/199
J. Weatherley 53*, M. Butcher 51*, 

A. Barclay 51*, T. Warr 4/36

7th XI
Round 10

Chirnside Park 52 
def by Warrandyte 3/62

B. Stubbs 3/3, C. Wheatley 24*

Round 11
Ainsley Park162 

def by Warrandyte 5/171
A. Lawson 4/34, D. McAlary 55*

 
Round 12

Croydon Ranges 108 
def by Warrandyte 1/118

N. Gidley 3/23, D. McAlary 2/4, 
S. Yapp 52*, D. Closs 43*

Round 13
Eastfield 81 

def by Warrandyte 5/91
S. Yapp 2/4, C. Wheatley 48*

Round 14
Wandin 8/191 

def by Warrandyte 5/198
D. Closs 3/25, C. Haslam 51*

8th XI
Round 10

Warrandyte 172 
def by St Andrews 6/178
T. Potter 31, G. Warren 31

Round 11
Warranwood 142 

def by Warrandyte 7/144
E. Heffernan 2/10, N. Habjan 50*

Round 12
Heathwood 8/156 

def by Warrandyte 4/160
R. Potter 1/4, R. Fyfe 52*

Round 13
Wantirna South 176 

def by Warrandyte 5/184
R. Jaksic 3/7, O. McDowell 3/23, 

G. Warren 45

Round 14
Mount Evelyn 8/263 

def Warrandyte 9/132
E. Heffernan 2/30, M. Malley 40
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Over 40s claim the premiership flag

Three teams chase the flag
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
AN INCREDIBLE seven teams made 
the Semi-Finals heading into March.

After a big Saturday of cricket  on 
March 5, there are three teams with 
their hopes alive, including the 2nd XI 
who faced off against East Ringwood on 
a somewhat soggy Warrandyte Reserve.

East Ringwood won the toss, sending 
Warrandyte in. 

The game began with a minute’s 
silence for the loss of Australian cricket 
legends, Rod Marsh and Shane Warne.

Opening the batting for Warrandyte 
were L.McAlary and L.Warren. 

L.Warren out early for a duck, bowled 
by a straight one. 

In walked B.Matherson, hoping to 
create a partnership and tough out the 
difficult conditions early. 

Only a few balls in, Matherson was 
dropped at second slip, the score 1/7. 

How costly that would be for the 
visitors. 

With the rain on and off and players 
unsure of their footing around the 
ground, McAlary and Matherson were 
able to put pressure on the field, before 
Matherson was dropped again, another 
regulation catch, and yet another over 

of wides had the Bloods 1/47 after 10 
overs.

The next few overs, the rain and 
the scoring increased, but while the 
rain was short-lived, the stroke play 
continued with successive boundaries 
from McAlary before Matherson got in 
on the act —1/70 after 13 overs. 

The partnership carrying on before 
the rain came again and brought 
relief for East Ringwood in the form of 
McAlary’s wicket, gone for 49 caught at 
gully, Warrandyte 2/98.

Right before the drink, Matherson 
was out LBW, 3/99 and  3/100 at the 
drinks break.

With the rain hanging over the 
ground, White and Habberfield took 
a measured approach in the next five 
overs, as East Ringwood’s bowlers 
looked to get on top, it was only great 
fielding that stopped the runs as White 
got going. 

This quickly came to an end, as White 
was caught at backward square for 
23 — 4/128.

Yet again with one wicket came two. 
Habberfield caught off a full ball, 

trying to hit it around the corner and 
over the fielder, instead toeing it straight 
to the man — 5/129.

Ten overs to go, Aitken and Bowyer 
had a positive intent, adding 16 to the 
score but crucially getting themselves 
in to add some handy late runs. 

Taking 10 off the 36th and a further 
seven of the next before Aitken was 
done by a slower ball, out for 16.

Isaac Tua walked out, the score 6/169 
and was told, or rather heckled, by 
teammates to get a sighter. 

Clearly he was seeing it well enough, 
sending his first ball crashing into the 
clubrooms. 

The final score after the 40 overs, 
Warrandyte 8/180.

After tea, the sun came out, and while 
the breeze still had some bite to it, the 
rain had stopped and looked likely that 
a full game of cricket would be allowed 
by the weather gods. 

The first six overs didn’t start as 
Warrandyte would have hoped. 

A few loose deliveries had the visitors 
at 0/27. 

A change of bowling did little to stem 
the flow, with East Ringwood putting 
away the bad balls and keeping out 
the good. 

Simple yet effective cricket. 
After 10 overs 0/43 looked like a solid 

platform. 

Needing something to get the Bloods 
going, it was Aitken who provided the 
breakthrough, via a tight LBW call 1/45. 

Four balls later, Aitken took an 
absolute blinder of a catch, back off 
his follow-through, low and to the right, 
yet the one-handed effort was made 
to look easy, and East Ringwood was 
suddenly 2/49.

Needing a partnership to stick, but 
needing to increase the run rate, East 
Ringwood’s Cardwell looked play 
his shots,  but the pace and bounce 
from Matherson proved too much 
as Cardwell was surprised by a well-
directed short ball that he hit straight 
onto his forearm and ballooning to the 
keeper, 3/61.

The next over, a sky ball taken calmly 
by Tua off Aitken’s bowling had East 
Ringwood reeling, 4/61 and Aitken 
had three.

A change of bowling again, going with 
the slower bowlers at both ends to try 
and eat some overs, the visitors were 
able to put 12 more on before the drinks 
break, 4/73 and slowly falling behind 
the run-rate. 

A wicket straight after the break, 
bowled by White and caught by 
Habberfield in the deep could have 

ended the game, but to East Ringwood’s 
credit they fought back over the next 
set of 10, added 36 more to the score 
before a dropped chance, albeit sharp, 
in the gully, a few more runs and the 
breakthrough, caught behind off the 
bowling of Jaksic — 6/111 off 30 overs.

From there the game was all but over, 
a very woody LBW, some humorous 
run out attempts and a fizzle of a finish 
in what was a great game of cricket, 
Warrandyte composed throughout 
and East Ringwood fighting to the very 
last ball. 

East Ringwood was restricted to 
8/156, meaning Warrandyte progresses 
to the prelim final against top side 
North Ringwood.

Elsewhere, the 6th XI and 8th XI 
booked their spot in a Grand Final, 
with close fought wins against North 
Ringwood and St Andrews respectively. 

Sadly the 1st XI, 4th XI, 5th XI, and 7th 
XI were unable to get across the line, 
but with two teams in Grand Finals and 
another in a prelim, there is still plenty 
of optimism that Warrandyte can claim 
a few flags before the end of March.
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