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Stepping back into the limelight
Community theatre is making a sensational return to the stage across the State and now it is Eltham Little Theatre’s time in the spotlight. 
The theatre company has a jam-packed 2022 and is launching with a real gem of a production. The 39 Steps, a parody of the book by the 
same name is a play like no other; 150 characters in locations that span the length of the British Isles — train rides, aeroplane chases... 
and all with just four actors. Local writer/actor Lisa Male-Robertson attended opening night and has a review for us on Pages 10 – 11.
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The Manningham & Nillumbik Bulletin has a print run of 3,000 and is distributed 
throughout Manningham and Nillumbik.
Published about the 3rd/4th Tuesday of the month, it aims to keep the residents of 
Manningham and Nillumbik engaged and informed about art, culture, community 
sport and important issues.
It also exists to give the communities of Manningham and Nillumbik a voice so that 
they have a space to celebrate their achievements and to stand their ground when 
internal and external forces challenge their identity or local amenity.
The M&N Bulletin also serves as a contribution to the historical record, so that in 
the decades that follow, our children and our grandchildren will be able to look 
back and see what was happening now, and what your community did about it.
With a strong, independent voice, the M&N Bulletin supports the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, 
Christmas Hills, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Panton Hill,  
St Andrews, Wattle Glen, Diamond Creek, Research, Eltham, Donvale, Doncaster, 
East Doncaster, Lower Templestowe, Templestowe, and any suburb, group, or 
community within our municipalities that needs a voice.

The M&N Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where the 
municipalities of Manningham and Nillumbik now stand, the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung 
people of the Kulin nation, and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and 
emerging — and acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people continue to play within our community, and seeks to tell their stories.
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 
27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the 
Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold 
discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a small, self-sustaining 
community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and 
tradespeople were joined by a number of young painters who were founding the 
Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the 
natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has 
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the M&N Bulletin are made by the community, for the 
community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, community 
groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make Manningham and 
Nillumbik the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production costs and 
associated expenses.
The rates listed below are for the M&N Bulletin only, for advertising in the Diary 
publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.
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newspapers in Victoria.
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Get the M&N Bulletin straight to 
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Get involved in local news!
• Reporters
• Photographers
• Proof readers

• Cartoonists
• Delivery
• Learn layout

Local news is important, help us get the word out. Paid and 
volunteer opportunities available. For more information: 
info@warrandytediary.com.au
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Duck Crossing

Artscape

Eltham Gateway lights up
BY SANDI MILLER
LOVE IT OR HATE IT, the new traffic lights at the 
corner of Main Road and Fitzsimons lane are now 
operational.
Crews worked around the clock to complete six 
months of work over six weeks to remove the 
roundabout, install new traffic lights and street 
lighting, build new drainage and kerbs and 
complete new footpaths and driveways — making 
use of the quieter holiday period.
The controlled intersection has replaced the 
roundabout at Eltham Gateway with mixed 
reactions from locals.
Some residents are applauding the reduced peak-
hour congestion, but others have taken to social 
media to vent frustration over the loss of local 
amenity, including the need to complete a U-turn 
when exiting Eltham Lower Park to head towards 
Eltham.
Others are calling the intersection an eyesore and 
a waste of time.
One post on the Fitzsimons Lane Roundabout 
Eltham Upgrade Facebook page said:

“What was a free-flowing drive now is so stop and 
start all day. 
Whoever planned this is a disgrace to their 
profession. 
To save 10 minutes off peak hour they have added 
eight minutes each time a local wants to go through 
no matter the time of day. 
Not to mention the sheer absurdity of the size of it 
in a green wedge suburban area.” 

Said another:

“Oh dear! It really is bare and ugly… No thought 
whatsoever to overall appearance. 
Another eyesore VicRoads... Is this really the best 
you could do?”

A statement from a State Government spokesperson 
says the Main Road / Fitzsimons Lane intersection 
was the most congested intersection in Eltham.
The statement noted that prior to the roundabout’s 
removal, the intersection was a major bottleneck 
with traffic queuing up to 1.5 kilometres long in 
morning peaks, causing significant delays and 

frustration with 60,000 vehicles travelling through 
every day.
The statement says the switch on of the Main Road 
signals marks a significant step forward as part of 
the Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade.
Member for Eltham Vicki Ward said the project 
will ease congestion, boost safety and improve 
reliability in the area.
“Thanks to our local community for their patience 
as crews got in to complete these major works and 
remove this dangerous roundabout to help get 
motorists home safer and sooner,” she said.
Major Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV) says 
completion works will continue through to April.
A new retaining wall on the Lower Plenty side of 
Fitzsimons Lane just south of Main Road, which 
created additional space for the new lanes to be 
added, will be completed during March and April.
The wall minimises the impact of the widened road 
on the environment.
To enable the intersection to be fully completed 
safely and efficiently, there will be some changes 

to the way people travel around Main Road / 
Fitzsimons Lane over the coming months.
Wall panels will be installed on the retaining wall 
during this time, along with the building of new 
concrete medians and some finishing works to 
complete the area — works will avoid the busiest 
movements during peak hours.
Some traffic management will be in place to keep 
workers and road users safe.
There are also plans to plant trees to replace the 
hundreds of trees removed at the beginning of the 
project.
MRPV says it will replant thousands of local 
indigenous trees and vegetation across the project 
area, as well as its partnership with Rotary Club 
of Eltham, which saw approximately 6,750 trees 
planted in the area.
There are four intersections included in the 
Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade, with works due to be 
completed on the project by 2023.
For further information about the project and 
ongoing disruptions visit bigbuild.vic.gov.au.
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Solar Victoria authorised retailer CEC ACCREDITED SOLAR COMPANY

Solar and battery design, installation and maintenance

Planning Scheme amendments have Eltham 
and Diamond Creek communities concerned
BY JAMES POYNER
IT HAS BEEN 22 months since Proposed 
Amendments C143, and C144 to the Nillumbik 
Planning Scheme — Implementation of the 
Eltham and Diamond Creek Major Activity Centre 
Structure Plans (2020) was first tabled at Council.
What should have been a simple item of business 
at the February 8 Planning and Consultation 
Committee Meeting (PCC) revealed that 
community groups and individuals in Nillumbik 
have concerns with the proposed amendments 
to C143 and C144, specifically around planning 
controls in relation to building height.
The Planning Scheme amendments were on 
the Agenda at the December 14, 2021, Ordinary 
Council Meeting for a vote to submit the 
amendments to the Planning Minister.
Council eventually voted on an amended motion 
to defer the decision to the February PCC and 
to make plans available online to allow the 
community to comment and for Council to then, 
perhaps, tweak the amendments before they are 
submitted to the Planning Minister.
At the February 8 meeting, Council heard from 
eight submitters, including Eltham Community 
Action Group and Eltham Historical Society.
All submitters opposed the amendments, 
expressing concerns ranging from threats to 
township character and historical significance to 
the impact a three, four or five-storey structure 
would have on local amenity.
Cr Geoff Paine then spoke to the motion, noting 
that the planning scheme stems from the State 
Government’s requirement for all councils to 
increase density around their major activity 
centres to accommodate Melbourne’s growing 
population.
He continued:
“Being a small, low growth Council, [Nillumbik] 
has two — Eltham and Diamond Creek,” he said.
He said even small activity centres like Eltham 
and Diamond Creek need to increase their 
housing density.

“This is a State Government planning scheme; this 
is not something Local Council can necessarily 
fight or alter as we have seen with some of the 
roadworks around the Shire — there is a limit to 
what Local Council can do.
22 months ago, a planning scheme was put 
forward that basically concentrated the height 
limits to three, four and five storeys.
Now, they already exist in the planning scheme, 
and at the moment, there are no plans for any 
high-rise buildings in the Shire at all.
So while people keep talking about the potential 
for this, we don’t have any plans for this because 
it is a low-growth area, and I should remind 
people that the low growth of Nillumbik has 
not been because necessarily a love of the trees; 
it is because it is simply not part of the growth 
corridors that Melbourne is experiencing to the 
north and particularly to the southeast.
So, we’ve been sitting on this for 22 months, 
our planner basically negotiated with the State 
Government to have height limits of three, four 
and five storeys, which is some of the strictest 
height limits anywhere in the state, and they did 
that on the basis that we don’t threaten growth 
because we don’t have that growth, we don’t have 
that high-density growth.
Developers are not looking to put up tall buildings 
in places like Eltham and Diamond Creek.
I think it is important that we go to the community 
and explain, overcome the misinformation that is 
being spread actively on Social Media about this, 
and stamp down on some of the hysteria.
We have heard some of the objectors tonight 
saying they have spoken to the town planners, 
they have been pleasantly surprised at the level 
of threat that doesn’t exist here, and we have also 
had people explain that they’ve never seen some 
of the shopping centres actually full — and it’s 
because we don’t have that latent pressure for 
development here.
So the suggestions been that Council Officers were 
trying to slip something through before Christmas, 
in fact, we have come back out, we’ve delayed this 

so people can actually make their comments — the 
other thing I would like to point out is that these 
amendments by joining the activity centre zone to 
the Eltham zone mean the Bridge Street business 
area where places like Bunnings have been able to 
develop uncontested will change for the first time.
We will have controls that can actually have 
setbacks, reduce the size and built form of some of 
the buildings in that Bridge Street business area, 
and that is controls that we don’t have at the 
moment — because it is an Industrial Zone and 
it is simply a Land Use Zone not urban design.
So, I just wanted to encourage people to have 
a look at this and to understand that we don’t 
have the pressure for high-rise, that it’s been 
concentrated basically around the train station 
which is on the lower part in Eltham.
I would look forward to people explaining what 
they see as a vision for Eltham and understand 
that as Councillors we share that vision for 
Eltham; we don’t have property consultants on 
council anymore; we have people who want this 
place to remain as is and working within the state 
planning guidelines.”

From listening to the submitters and the 
conversations between councillors during the 
PPC, the community fears this amendment 
will see multi-storey development change the 
landscape.
Councillors spoke about the lack of appetite for 
that development style in these areas, indicating 
the amendment will allow Council to satisfy 
State Government’s development needs with a 
reassurance that these amendments will not open 
the gates to high-rise development, as proven by 
history and the current planning scheme.
There will likely be questions from the public 
and further debate on this planning scheme 
amendment at the March 22 Ordinary Council 
Meeting.
To read the amendment as it currently stands, 
visit: participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/eltham-
and-diamond-creek-activity-centres
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Celebrating community resilience
BY JAMES POYNER
THE PARK ORCHARDS community celebrated 
two years of community resilience on Sunday, 
February 13, with the official unveiling of the 
Community Recovery Wall on Hopetoun Road.
The project was initiated and led by the Lions 
Club of Park Orchards and supported by 
Manningham Council with funding through 
community grants and advice and support to 
arrange the approvals and road closures for the 
event.
Manningham Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert 
officiated the wall’s unveiling; she spoke with 
M&N Bulletin about the event.
“The wall commemorates the strength of the Park 
Orchards community and the resilience shown 
by the people, community groups, schools and 
sporting clubs who chose to come together 
during a challenging time.
“Council was proud to host the street party to 
celebrate the opening of the wall.
“The Lions Club has done a fantastic job to 
coordinate this project using Council’s grant 
opportunities to help bring the community back 
together,” she said.
The inception of the Recovery Wall is credited to 
Lions Club secretary, Rob Ellis. 
M&N Bulletin spoke to Mr Ellis at the event and 
asked him what inspired the original idea.
“I was up here having a coffee with two of the 
other Directors of Lions, and I was thinking about 
COVID-19, because it was just starting to hit here.
“Then the long lockdown hit, and I came back 
when you were allowed to walk in here and 
buy [a coffee], and sat down there with my wife 
opposite the Millennium Wall and thought, ‘we 
should build another wall’.
“We should build a wall where [like the 
Millennium Wall] families could buy a tile, put 
an inscription on it and give them something to 
think about beyond COVID-19 and also bring 
the community back together again.
So, the idea was to get the community to think 
about something past COVID-19,” he said.
A total of 172 tiles from families in Park Orchards 
on a curved steel “floating wall” make up the 
monument to community spirit and cohesion.
Alongside the Recovery Wall, a local nature 
arts group has enhanced the Park Orchards 
map mural to create a space for relaxation and 
quiet contemplation and reflection; read our 
upcoming feature about the Park Orchards mural 
in March’s Warrandyte Diary.
Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith, was also 
in attendance and spoke to M&N Bulletin about 
the community’s achievement in creating the 
Recovery Wall.
“The last two years have shown us that we need 
to value our local communities; we’ve been in 
them more than we probably have before.
“Having the restrictions and not being able to 
go too far from home means we have all come 
to appreciate what is in your neighbourhood.
“This is a great initiative by the community 
to say this is a valuable spot to be in terms of 
community spirit and the glue which holds our 

communities together”.
But the big question is, what do the community 
think about the wall? 
M&N Bulletin spoke with the Genever family 
(Andrew and Elaine with their two children, 
Ethan and Olivia), who had purchased one of 
the tiles for the wall.
“I think it’s really cool; there are so many names 

on there”, said Ethan.
“Park Orchards is all about community, so it is 
about being part of that community, and we are 
proud to be part of that,” said Elaine.
The Recovery Wall is proof that, while there have 
been many negative aspects to the pandemic 
over the past two years, some good has come 
out of it as well.

Photos: JAMES POYNER

Detail: Community Recovery Wall

Community admires the new wall

Detail: wildlife mural
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IT WAS AN honour to recently present our 
Australia Day Awards to some very deserving 
Nillumbik residents including Miranda 
Armstrong and Marlis Dopheide — our Citizens 
of the Year.
Congratulations to all the recipients as well as 
the nominees, we thank you for your outstanding 
work in improving the lives of so many people 
here in our Shire.
In exciting news, we have several major projects 
reaching completion providing even more 
opportunities to get out and active in the Shire.
The Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness 
Centre is now open following its $16.5 million 
transformation.
I went on a visit to the centre last week and it’s 
great to see all the sports clubs back enjoying the 

new and refurbished facilities.
Visitors are greeted by a fabulous new mural by 
Aboriginal artist Fiona Clarke.
Netball returned to the Diamond Creek Netball 
Courts on the weekend with the completion of 
the resurfacing and lighting upgrade.
And the final stage of the extension of the 
Diamond Creek Trail to Hurstbridge is almost 
complete, with works expected to be finished 
in mid-March.
This has been a project many years in the making 
and I’m looking forward to exploring the trail 
soon.
Last week, I attended the official opening of the 
upgraded Diamond Valley Library.
This is a wonderful space and I really encourage 
you to pay a visit.
Our library staff have been doing a fantastic job 
and I thank them for all their work, particularly 
over the difficult lockdown periods.
All our libraries are now open and the Mobile 
Library is back on the road.
March is a wonderful month in Nillumbik and 
there is certainly plenty happening.
I will be attending our annual International 
Women’s Day event on March 9.
Tickets are available for the in-person dinner at 
the Eltham and Community Reception 
Centre, or you can watch our free livestream 
from home.

I hope you can join us.

For more information go to: 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/IWD.
I also hope to see many of you at the upcoming 
Warrandyte Festival, it’s so great to finally be able 
to celebrate together.
Our first Council meeting of the year is on 
Tuesday, February 22.
Tune into our livestream at:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/council-meetings and 
see local decision-making at work.

MAYORAL REPORT

CR FRANCES EYRE
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IT’S BEEN AN exciting time with so many 
activities starting to fill our calendars this year.
Our International Women’s Day morning tea is 
fast approaching, and there’s still time to get your 
tickets, don’t miss a great event!
This free morning tea will be held on Tuesday, 
March 8 and will feature a lively panel discussion 
on this year’s theme, #BreaktheBias.
Shelley Ware — a proud Yankunyjatjara and 
Wirangu woman and radio and television 
presenter — will facilitate the event.
The discussion will feature women from First 
Nations, LGBTQIA+, multicultural, and living 
with disability communities.
Please note that due to COVID-19, places are 
limited, and you must be fully vaccinated to 
attend.
Register for your ticket and find out more at 

manningham.vic.gov.au/events/iwd.
If you’ve been enthralled by the talent at the 
Beijing Winter Olympics, you would have seen 
Warrandyte’s own Scotty James and his amazing 
achievements.
Taking out the silver medal in the Men’s 
Snowboard Halfpipe Finals, it was a thrilling final 
for those of us watching back home.
We congratulate Scotty on such an amazing 
achievement.
Another amazing Manningham athlete Lina Lei 
was also recently recognised in the Governor 
General’s Australia Day Honours List.
The Templestowe Paralympian can now add an 
Order of Australia Medal (OAM) to her collection 
alongside the individual gold medal and team 
silver medal from the 2020 Tokyo Paralympics.
Congratulations Lei!
The Manningham Volunteer Expo will be 
happening on Tuesday, March 15, from 2pm 
to 6pm.
Hosted by Eastern Volunteers with funding from 
Council, this is the first-ever volunteer expo in 
Manningham.
More than 35 volunteer organisations will be 
present, so it’s a perfect opportunity to get even 
more involved with your community.
Whether you’re interested in sport and recreation, 
health, environment, animal welfare or social 
services, there’s something for everyone.

There’s also the Manningham Volunteer Resource 
Service on hand to help match volunteers with 
the perfect organisation to get involved in.
You can walk from stall to stall, talk to volunteer 
managers and hear about opportunities 
available.
Volunteers are such a vital part of our community.
Not only does it give you the chance to give 
back to your community, but it also helps build 
connections and skills and might even be where 
you meet some new lifelong friends.
For more, visit manningham.vic.gov.au/how-
volunteer-your-community.
Finally, earlier this month, a State Memorial 
service was held to honour Leading Senior 
Constable Lynette Taylor, Senior Constable Kevin 
King, Constable Josh Prestney and Constable 
Glen Humphris.
The four Victoria Police Officers who lost their 
lives in the Eastern Freeway tragedy were 
remembered for their dedication to protecting 
the Victorian community.
Like many in our community, we were affected 
by this tragic event, and together we will not 
forget.
We send our condolences to all those affected 
by this tragic event and are again reminded of 
the important work of our police in keeping us 
all safe.
Warm regards.

MAYORAL REPORT

CR MICHELLE KLEINERT
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Grand designs at Research Primary School
BY JAMES POYNER
RESEARCH Primary School (Research PS) and 
Fitzroy based architecture firm Kennedy Nolan 
have won Best School Project — $5–$10M at 
the 2021 Victorian School Design Awards.
These annual awards recognise architects 
and designers who have provided innovative, 
creative and practical schools for Victorian 
students.
The $5.7M project, completed in November 2020, 
saw an ageing classroom block transformed into 
modern, flexible learning spaces, as well as a 
new administration and art centre.
The judges remarks for the winning building 
state:

“The three learning areas are connected by a 
wide corridor they have named a ‘learning 
street’.
Wide doorways allow classes in each area to 
spill into the ‘street’ for small group work, as 
well as into protected outdoor learning areas.
Operable walls allow the entire learning space 
to be opened up for large gatherings and 
presentations.
Such flexibility is not unusual in modern 
schools, but the judges thought the way 
Kennedy Nolan had achieved it here was 
particularly clever.
They were also impressed by the thought that 
had gone into connecting indoor and outdoor 
spaces and noted how well the timber cladding, 
other external materials and landscape design 
blended with the school’s bush setting.”

The ultimate benefactors of this award-winning 
design are the students, teachers, and staff 
at Research PS; M&N Bulletin spoke with the 
school’s Principal, Fiona Vale, about the design 
process and student reaction to the new space.
“When I arrived at Research Primary School, it 
was treated as the ‘poor little brother’ to all of 
the wonderful schools in the area.
“Despite the fact that it had so much going for 
it — a beautiful, small community feel, amazing 
teaching and learning programs and so much 
opportunity for the students — the facilities 
were so run down that families couldn’t look 
past it.
“Consequently, [we saw] declining enrolments 
and financial difficulties.
“It was so sad — although the teaching and 
learning was incredible, teachers and students 
were restricted by their facilities.
“The rooms were so ‘old school’, allowing for no 
collaboration or team teaching.
“We started campaigning hard for some support 
from the Government!
“It was not fair that a school was left to struggle.
“We put together a very convincing argument, 
lobbied hard and were very pleased when it 
was announced that we would be getting a $5.7 
million upgrade/rebuild.”
Kennedy Nolan was one of three architecture 
firms pitching for the tender, and Ms Vale said 
she visited other schools the three firms had 

worked on to make sure their design principles 
would fit Research PS.
“Our kids were outdoors, bush kids who wanted 
nature to be brought into their classrooms.
“We also run a fantastic hands-on program 
called ‘project-based learning’ which we 
wanted to tailor our new Junior Years building 
around — we needed an architect to listen and 
to learn.
“Our students were involved in the planning.”
“They articulated what they wanted their new 
school to look like, feel like and sound like. 
“They were upset that we were in the most 
beautiful surroundings (some of the most 
significant trees in the area are on our grounds), 
but the old classrooms didn’t even allow them 
to see outside — imagine just looking at walls.”
Ms Vale went on to talk about the “huge” impact 
the modernisation project has had on the 
students and the broader Research community 
in general.
“Our kids feel valued again.
“They had lost confidence and felt that we didn’t 
care enough about them to fix their school.
“Along with a bit of behind the scenes work with 

our community around our hopes and dreams 
for Research, the culture changed.
“We even created new values of Community, 
Confidence, Ambition and Respect — this was 
also a very collaborative process with the entire 
community.”
“When a person walks through the school, 
they will see students spilling outside into the 
environment and learning in nature.
“The classrooms have big glass windows and 
doors which slide open, allowing the classroom 
to be outdoors.
“Members of our community, [the parents] 
gather on the steps in the sun to chat, and they 
can watch their children learn.
“They often stay back and chat while the 
students play on the equipment after school, 
especially on a Friday.
“It is heart-warming, our students LOVE their 
school, and they don’t want to leave.
“I am so proud to share our journey, and 
I cannot believe what this community has 
achieved over the past four years.
“I feel incredibly privileged to call myself the 
Principal of Research Primary School.”

Photos supplied
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Celebrating women in our community
BY SANDI MILLER
GLORIA STEINEM, world-renowned feminist, 
journalist and activist once said:

“The story of women’s struggle for equality 
belongs to no single feminist, nor to any one 
organisation, but to the collective efforts of all 
who care about human rights.”  

International Women’s Day is not country, group, 
or organisation specific. 
No one government, NGO, charity, corporation, 
academic institution, women’s network, or 
media hub is solely responsible for International 
Women’s Day. 
The day belongs to all groups collectively 
everywhere. 
International Women’s Day this year will be 
celebrated on March 8.
No matter where you are, the achievements of 
women will be recognised and celebrated across 
the community.
Both Nillumbik and Manningham Councils will 
be holding events that reflect different aspects 
of the day.
United Nations Women has adopted the 
theme Changing Climates, while the NGO 
International Women’s Day has adopted the 
theme #BreaktheBias.
This year activities will again be able to be held at 
in-person events with options for virtual events 
for those unable to attend in person, or if COVID 
restrictions require.
Both events require proof of vaccination and for 
masks to be worn in line with current restrictions.
In Manningham, TV and radio presenter Shelley 
Ware will join the Mayor, Cr Michelle Kleinert 
and facilitate a discussion with local women 
from all backgrounds and lived experiences 
to #BreaktheBias at this year’s inclusive 
International Women’s Day event on Tuesday, 
March 8. 
While on Wednesday, Nillumbik Shire Council will 
be hosting an event at the Eltham Community and 
Reception Centre, with an option of watching the 
proceedings via a free live stream. 

Manningham — #BreaktheBias
At the Manningham event, guest speaker Shelley 

Ware is a proud Yankunyjatjara and Wirangu 
woman and a strong advocate for women in sport 
and First Nations peoples. 
She will be joined by a panel of women from First 
Nations, LGBTQIA+, multicultural and disability 
communities. 
This lively panel discussion will unpack how we 
can break the bias and take action. 
“I’m excited to host a morning tea for this year’s 
International Women’s Day,” said Mayor Cr 
Michelle Kleinert. 
“#BreaktheBias is such an important theme, not 
only for women but the next generation of young 
girls.” 
The free event is presented by Manningham 
Council and will be held in the Manningham 
Function Centre. 
It will include a presentation, panel discussion 
and morning tea. 
Panel members Asherly Bradac (disability 
advocate / Manningham Disability Advisory 
Committee), Varvara Ioannou (Food for Thought 
Network), Sally Goldner (Transgender Victoria) 
and Aunty Irene Norman (Mullum Mullum 
Gathering Place) will really keep the discussion 
going. 
“It’s great to see the line-up of strong local women 
representing the diversity of our community,” said 
Cr Kleinert. 
The IWD 2022 campaign features a powerful pose, 
asking people to cross their arms in solidarity for a 
gender equal world that’s free of bias, stereotypes 
and discrimination. Together, we can forge a world 
that’s diverse, equitable, and inclusive, where 
difference is valued and celebrated. 
Everyone can help break the bias by striking 
the IWD2022 pose and sharing their image on 
social media using the hashtags #IWD2022 and 
#BreaktheBias. 
If a COVID safe in-person event is not possible 
due to Government restrictions, this event will be 
hosted through an online forum. 
This will be an accessible and inclusive event. 
Access supports such as Auslan or language 
interpreters are available upon request. 
Visit www.manningham.vic.gov.au/IWD to book 
and for more information.

Nillumbik — Changing Climates
Nillumbik’s event will feature performances 
by recent contestant from  The Voice,  Janaki 
Easwar, and the Performing Older Women’s 
Circus, and guests can meet the recipients of this 
year’s Young Women Leaders of Nillumbik Awards. 
The United Nations’ theme for International 
Women’s Day 2022 — Changing Climates: Equality 
today for a sustainable tomorrow — recognises the 
contribution of women and girls around the world 
who are working to change the climate of gender 
equality and build a more sustainable future for all. 
As part of the evening’s proceedings three 
recent  graduates of  Council’s  Women’s 
Community Leadership and Place Shapers 
programs will speak about their community 
p r o j e c t s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  t h e m e . 
Nillumbik Mayor Frances Eyre said this annual 
event was a fantastic opportunity to recognise 
and reflect on the contribution and achievements 
made by women in our local community. 
“Women are the backbone of our community 
and our volunteer organisations,” Cr Eyre said. 
“This year’s theme is very appropriate as Council 
is finalising our local response to Climate 
Emergency, and will be endorsing a new 10-year 
Climate Action Plan shortly. 
“A focus area will be on having a Climate 
Resilient, Adaptive and Safe Community. 
“We will continuously explore opportunities, 
including working in partnership with women 
and gender diverse people, to encourage and 
support the community to be engaged and 
climate-action active, adaptive and resilient 
— to help keep our community and our 
environment safe, healthy and inclusive,” she said. 
A wide variety of women’s groups across the 
shire have provided their valuable expertise and 
knowledge to help inform the development of the 
Climate Action Plan.
Tickets for the Nillumbik in-person event 
are $40 and include a glass of sparkling 
wine or soft  drink on arrival and sweet 
and savoury grazing platters on each table. 
Visit nillumbik.vic.gov.au and seach for 
International Woman’s Day for more information 
and to register.
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39 Steps to the theatre
BY LISA-MALE ROBERTSON
THE ELTHAM Little Theatre foyer is abuzz with 
local theatre fans eagerly awaiting the opening 
night of their latest production, The 39 Steps.
The company was formed in 1958 and have 
been producing quality productions since 
then, and tonights’ outing is no exception.
This reporter will humbly tell you that I had 
the great honour to perform there on occasion 
many years ago, and it was a great joy to 
step into the wonderfully comfortable and 
professional space that is the Little Theatre 
auditorium for a long-overdue night at the 
theatre!
The screenplay, loosely based on the 1915 
adventure novel by John Buchan was made 
famous by Alfred Hitchcock in 1935, directing 
the film that has been hailed as being the 
forerunner of “contemporary escapist 
entertainment”.
The story revolves around Richard Hannay, 
a charming Canadian seeking adventure in 
England, and after meeting a mysterious 
woman at the theatre who winds up dead in 

his apartment, is sent on a rollercoaster ride 
to Scotland in an effort to clear his name of 
her murder, and more importantly to reveal 
the nature of her dying secret; what are the 
39 Steps?
Tonight’s performance still relies on the 
classic interpretation of the original; old 
school espionage, romance and a dash of wry 
humour, while still giving a wink and a nod 
to a more modern sensibility and sense of 
humour... whoever thought the bagpipe theme 
from John Farnham’s You’re the Voice would be 
heard in Scotland in such a bygone era!
Ably directed by Travis Eccles, the show never 
misses a beat; simple sets are transformed 
within seconds to reveal a new scene while 
clever sound and lighting design add exciting 
new dimensions to the stage and the story.
With some guest appearances aside, the flow 
of the action is essentially glued together by 
four talented actors in a remarkably seamless 
whirlwind ride.
Mason Frost is wonderful as the main 
protagonist Richard Hannay, never really 
leaving the stage and driving the story forward 
with an energetic performance.
Luisa Romeo dons blonde, brunette and 
red wigs as the three pivotal female roles of 

Annabella, Pamela and Margaret, providing 
the perfect romantic/comedic foil to Hannay, 
the often physical comedy between the 
two never interfering in the delivery of the 
dialogue.
Billed as Clown 1 and Clown 2, Ryan Smith 
and Lisa Feim certainly bring the funny, 
playing dozens of multiple roles between them 
helping along the classic farcical open and 
shut door comedic style with quick costume 
and accent changes!
Pulling together any kind of production over 
the last two years has been difficult to say 
the least, and the crew at the Little Theatre 
have pulled off a wonderful performance of 
a classic piece of dramatic/comedic history 
in an effort described by the director as a real 
collaboration and ensemble effort, not just 
from the actors but the talented team working 
unseen behind the veil.
With a busy schedule of productions lined 
up well into the year be sure to catch The 39 
Steps before its limited run of shows comes 
to a close.
The show runs from February 18–27 then 
March 3–5.
Tickets are available online by visiting 
elthamlittletheatre.org.au

REVIEW

Lisa Feim and Ryan Smith
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Photos: DAVE SWANN

The cast and crew of Eltham Little Theatre’s The 39 Steps

Luisa Romeo and Mason Frost
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The Food Swap is back!
AFTER A SUMMER break, the monthly 
Warrandyte Food Swap is on again.
On the first Saturday in February 2022, gardeners 
from Warrandyte and nearby came to the 
Warrandyte Community Garden to share their 
backyard produce, including onions, spring 
onions, zucchini, potatoes, rhubarb, tomatoes, 
parsnip, basil, lemons and limes, as well as 
seedlings, preserves and seeds.
Warrandyte Food Swap is just one of 36 food 
swaps that have sprouted up in the northeast of 
Melbourne from Bayswater to Thornbury and 
everywhere in between.
At food swaps, no money is exchanged, and 
everyone goes home with something to eat, 
something to plant, or something to try.
The regular participants of the Warrandyte Food 
Swap are encouraging more people to join them.
They say all you need to bring is your curiosity 
about getting involved in an activity that’s great 
for your health, great for your community and 
great for your environment.
No gardening expertise is required.
To find out more, visit Local Food Connect at 
www.localfoodconnect.org.au and click on the 
Food Swaps tab.

There you’ll find out how a food swap works and 
what happens at the Warrandyte Food Swap.
The next Warrandyte Food Swap is on Saturday, 
March 5, 9am–10am.
Where? Under the gazebo, just inside the 
community garden at the eastern end of the 
Warrandyte Community Market.
The Warrandyte Food Swap is not affiliated with 
the Warrandyte Community Garden, but thanks 
the Community Garden for their generosity in 
letting it use the beautiful space.

Community Grants 
opportunities

THE MANNINGHAM Community Grant Program 
is now taking applications.
Manningham community groups and organisations 
can apply for funding opportunities under the 
program until March 14. 
Mayor Cr Michelle Kleinert said the program helps 
not-for-profit organisations and sporting clubs 
deliver actions and activities in line with Council’s 
plans and strategies. 
“This program is here to support the groups and 
activities that bring our people together and 
improve our community.” 
There are three grant categories under the 
Community Grant Program, including Community 
Development, Arts, and Festivals and Events. 
Applicants can apply for up to $20,000 of funding. 
“We’re looking to support a wide range of initiatives, 
from programs or events, to art activities.”
Applications for grants close Monday, March 14, 
2022. 
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o n t a c t 
Manningham’s Grants Team on 9840 9333 or  
grants@manningham.vic.gov.au or visit:
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/assistance-
and-support-services/grants-funding-and-
hardship-assistance.
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Diamond Valley Library’s new chapter
T H E  D I A M O N D  VA L L E Y  L i b r a r y  i n 
Greensborough has been officially reopened 
following an extensive $1.63 million upgrade. 
In early February, Eltham MP Vicki Ward 
cut the ribbon marking the official opening 
on behalf of Shaun Leane, Minister for Local 
Government, Suburban Development and 
Veterans, together with Nillumbik Mayor 
Frances Eyre and Jane Cowell,  CEO of 
the Yarra Plenty Regional Library (YPRL). 
The Diamond Valley Library has been given a 
major refresh which includes: 

• Extended children’s area
• Parents’ room
• Accessible unisex toilets
• Co-working area for micro businesses
• Community meeting room with kitchen 

facilities and storage for the toy library
• Tech pods and meeting pods
• Expanded outdoor decking overlooking the 

community garden
• New look library entry
• Refurbished glass cathedral ceiling. 

Ms Cowell said the library was so pleased to see 
users return to the rejuvenated library.
“Library users of all ages are now able to work, 

learn, read or play in the new spaces. 
“It’s wonderful to see the community making the 
most of these features,” she said.
The project has been funded with $500,000 
from the Victorian Government’s Living 
Libraries Infrastructure Program, $955,000 
from Council and $175,000 from YPRL.   
Cr Eyre said the revamp transformed the 
library, which was built in 1984, into a 
modern, inviting space for the community. 
“Libraries are central to our community, 
they’re not only for borrowing books, but 
a meeting place providing a chance to 
connect with others, learn, share knowledge 

as well as work and study,” Cr Eyre said. 
“As we respond to the ongoing challenges 
o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  i t ’s  i m p o r t a n t  w e 
continue to support opportunities for social 
connection, for small and micro businesses 
to thrive, and for our children to learn. 
“I would like to thank the Victorian Government, 
and Eltham MP Vicki Ward, and Bundoora MP 
Colin Brooks, for their financial support of this 
project, and Yarra Plenty Regional Libraries 
for the wonderful service they provide to our 
community.”
For operating hours please visit the  YPRL 
website: www.yprl.vic.gov.au

Photo supplied
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M A N N I N G H A M  C O U N C I L  i s  s e e k i n g 
participants for the Manningham Positive Ageing 
Alliance Group (MPAAG).
The group will assist Council by guiding actions 
and initiatives that create a positive change for 
Manningham’s older residents. 
M a y o r  C o u n c i l l o r  M i c h e l l e  K l e i n e r t 
is encouraging community members and 
organisations to apply to be part of the MPAAG. 
“We want to hear from residents, community 
organisations, sporting clubs, local businesses, 
service clubs, faith groups and others who are 
passionate about creating a more inclusive 
community.” 
“Please submit your expression of interest today 
and be part of something good, as we all work 
together to make our city an age friendly city,” 
she said. 
Since it began in 2019, the MPAAG has helped 
put in place Inclusive Manningham: An Age 
Friendly City Action Plan and guided the delivery 

of actions and initiatives that help create positive 
change for our older residents. 
The group’s goal has been to create a liveable 
and harmonious city in which people want to 
grow older.
MPAAG has developed a plan to identify what 
would make Manningham age friendly. 
It says it has discovered a city where older people 
can thrive is where they are:

• respected and valued
• able to live a meaningful life
• able to connect and participate
• able to live and feel safe in the community.

To continue working toward creating an age 
friendly city, MPAAG is looking to recruit an 
additional;

• three community representatives; and
• three organisational representatives

Expression of interest should be submitted via 
the online form or return a hard copy completed 
form by 5pm Friday, February 25. 
Forms can be downloaded from the website at: 
manningham.vic.gov.au/join-MPAAG 
or collected from customer service at the Civic 
Centre, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster. 

Positive Ageing Alliance Explore historic 
Heide — for free

DID YOU KNOW residents of Manningham 
have free access to one of Australia’s most iconic 
cultural institutions?
A partnership between Manningham Council 
and Heide Museum of Modern Art gives 
residents free access to the galleries and gardens 
of Heide to appreciate the significance of the 
museum in their neighbourhood. 
Since the program’s inception over two years 
ago, residents have embraced free access to all 
Heide has to offer. 
“We are blessed to have Heide in our backyard 
and I encourage all of you to take the opportunity 
to explore Heide free of charge” said Mayor, Cr 
Michelle Kleinert. 
“The program was approved as part of our 
Partnership Grant Program which will fund the 
program until 2025.” 
Manningham residents who can show proof of 
address can visit at Heide Museum of Modern 
Art’s gallery spaces, sculpture park, healing 
garden and kitchen gardens. 
The partnership aims to help residents  appreciate 
the museum and gardens, and provide mental 
health and well-being benefits. 
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Aboriginal resistance to colonisation

THE SUPERIOR weapons the colonists owned 
forced many Aboriginal clans to adopt a 
guerrilla-like approach to their resistance and 
wage an economic war against the colonists.
Tactics experienced by the first colonist to 
this area, Major Newman, whose fences were 
broken down, paddocks burned and livestock 
driven away regularly.
Nowadays, we are more aware of this active 
resistance by Aboriginal tribes, but some 
people are still caught up in the myth that 
Australia was “peacefully settled”.
I have even often been asked why Aboriginal 
people “didn’t put up a fight like the American 
Indians or the Maoris”.
Resistance began very soon after the First Fleet 
arrived at Sydney Cove.
It soon became apparent to the locals that the 
new arrivals intended to stay and do so on their 
own terms.
The colonists began netting shoals of fish in the 
harbour, and when the local people went to take 
their share, muskets were fired over their heads 
to scare them off.
With the 1,500 new arrivals having doubled the 
population overnight, the harbour was fished 
out, and all the game was gone.
The newcomers were now starving and for 
the first time in their lives, so were Aboriginal 
people.
Typically, resistance began by burning the 
outlying paddocks and huts of the settlers.
Convicts not guarded by musket-bearing 
Marines disappeared or were found mutilated.
The Lieutenant-Governor, Major Robert Ross, 
wanted The Governor, Captain Phillip, to build 
a stockade to ensure the safety of the settlers, 
but Phillip refused.
The two top men quickly became bitterly 

opposed to “native policy”.
Ross had served in the North American Indian 
Wars, where General Amherst had handed out 
blankets infected with smallpox to the natives.
Ross wanted to take decisive military action, 
but Phillip refused this as well.
The colony’s perilous situation was then 
magically solved when a smallpox plague 
suddenly broke out in the Aboriginal 
community.
The smallpox outbreak was, in fact, a deliberate 
act by Major Ross after he had discovered jars of 
smallpox scabs in the government store.
The jars had been purchased by the Chief 
Surgeon, John White, when the First Fleet 
stopped over in Cape Town.
To distribute the infected clothing and blankets, 
Ross duped a sailor who had established 
friendly relations with the local people.
The sailor, Joseph Jeffries, had been recruited 
at the Rio de Janeiro stopover.
Jeffries was a Native American Algonquin 
Indian and had a very similar culture to 
Australian Aboriginal people.
Like all the new European diseases, Aboriginal 
people had no resistance to smallpox, and it 
spread around Australia.
I estimate the death toll to be at least 2.5 
million, significantly impacting and reducing 
the indigenous population.
Aboriginal resistance efforts were greatly 
hampered across Australia with such a 
reduction and contributed to the myth that 
there was little effective resistance.
I first became aware some 40 years ago of the 
resistance war fought in the Western District 
of Victoria.
This had been through a book written by Jimmy 
Dawson, an early settler at Warrandyte in 1840.
Dawson had moved to the Western District in 
1844 and had established close relationships 
with the Gunditjmara people.
He documented their languages, culture, and 
stories in a book first published in 1880 and 

which contained innumerable fascinating 
insights into Aboriginal culture.
I had by the late 1970s also got to know several 
famous Gunditjmara Elders, such as Banjo 
Clarke and Reg Saunders.
They told me stories of the resistance war their 
forebears had fought against colonisation.
This had lasted 18 years from 1834 and ended 
with a massacre at Lake Condah in 1852.
I then researched early newspaper accounts 
which openly talked about the “Eumerella War” 
and how hundreds of heads of cattle were often 
driven by Aboriginal people over cliffs or into 
the Stony Rises, where they broke their legs.
I was fascinated by the story of the Gunditjmara 
because, despite their ultimate defeat, it was a 
story of survival.
People like Banjo Clarke had kept their culture, 
and he became the Traditional Keeper of 
Framlingham Forest.
Captain Reg Saunders became the only 
Aboriginal soldier to be promoted to officer 
rank in WWII.
On top of this, the Gunditjmara produced every 
Aboriginal boxing champion in Victoria and a 
host of famous cricketers and footballers.
I became so enamoured with their story of 
survival that in 1983 I approached Film Victoria 
about making a documentary film.
They put me in contact with a film producer, 
and in 1984, The Fighting Gunditjmara was 
made with the help of both Reg and Banjo.
The film traces the story of the tribe’s resistance 
war, the story of Reg Saunders and the story 
of young Graeme “Porky” Brooke, the latest 
Gunditjmara boxing champion.

ABOUT JIM

Jim Poulter is a local History author. His articles 
are freely available on the Reconciliation 
Ma n n i ng h a m  w eb s i t e  r e c o n c i l i at i o n -
manningham.org.au, or through social media 
via their Facebook page.

Birrarung

BY JIM POULTER
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Wargaming not for the casual gamer

THE SERIOUS PRACTITIONER’S Holy Grail of 
tactical PC wargaming looks something like an AI 
which replicates as close as possible real human 
emotions, real-world physics and as many real-
world elements as the modern PC will handle.
Ukrainian small boutique developer, Graviteam, 
have come as close to this simulation Nirvana as 
any studio I have ever seen with their Graviteam 
Tactics: Mius-Front — an up to Battalion level, 
real-time 3D war-game that refights some of 
the most fierce eastern-front battles between 
the invading German Wehrmacht and their 
defending Soviet opponents.
It’s been out for more than four years now and 
is constantly updated.
Yet, nothing still comes close in sheer, raw 
replication of combat as you imagine it must 
have been.
Simulation with a hard edge.
It’s the attention to detail that shines.
Commanders can spot for mortar tubes placed 
safely behind a hill — but only if a wire team 
has laid the pre-requisite cable so they can 
communicate.
Each anti-tank shell is modelled with individual 
physics as it hits the sloping armour of an enemy 
tank.
Issuing too many orders in a fluster as the left 
flank folds will only further confuse your soldiers.
And fear and stress are modelled; panic is a real 
thing. 
Graviteam Tactics: Mius-Front is broody, 
atmospheric, and disturbingly lifelike.
Distant artillery rumbles on the horizon; fog 
envelopes ground cut deep with river valleys and 
steep-sided hills.
In the pre-dawn stillness, the chirping of a single 
bird adds to the tension — before a yellow flare 
rises into the sky on a distant hill.
As the German pixel-truppen mutter to 

themselves in their foxholes: “Die Russen 
kommen!” 
This game is for the most serious, most dedicated 
wargamers looking for the ultimate operational 
level challenge.
Only real-world tactics properly applied to stand 
a chance of winning the battle.
Calling in off-map artillery is a whole, confusing 
art in and of itself.
Even the game’s User Interface, with its 
complicated and [frankly at times] mystifying 
layout, is designed to challenge the player.
Everything seems designed to push away 
the casual player and reward only those who 
persevere.
And yet, for those who do persevere, there is a 
hidden gem waiting.
Nowhere else will they find such a feeling of 
satisfaction when they do manage to get the 
tactics right and properly coordinate artillery 
support to smash through the enemy front line.
Its depth makes it all the more rewarding.

Do it right and a trail of smoking, abandoned 
tanks with their tracks broken and hatches flung 
open litter your path to the far hills as you push 
the remnants of the enemy infantry away over 
the horizon.
If you’re playing the linked campaign that hard-
fought victory means the way is now open for the 
armoured thrust into the enemy’s heartland you 
were planning all along.
But make sure your supply and reserve units 
are close at hand, or your troops will literally fall 
asleep where they lay — and your advance falter.
Graviteam Tactics: Mius-Front is all at the same 
time infuriating, frustrating, exhilarating — and 
every now and then, downright scary.

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with 
journalism, military and Commonwealth agency 
experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer 
simulations for more than 20 years.

PLAYER ONE

BY SAM BROWN

Image courtesy Graviteam
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Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.

FITNESS

BY JANE KILKENNY

Exploring the wilderness: training for trails

TRAIL RUNNING is rapidly growing in popularity 
as runners look for new adventures and variety 
in their running experience.
That is truly one of the best things about running 
in general; there is something for everyone!
Trails offer a very different experience for 
runners, and to get the most out of your runs, 
you need to consider several factors, including 
terrain, technique, safety, and equipment.
The terrain of trails is one of the best aspects.
However, you need to be ready for some new 
challenges.
Trails offer amazing variety and range from 
gravel paths by the river, to highly technical 
single trails through mountainous and rough 
terrain.
Rocks, tree roots, mud, ditches and leaves can 
all throw you off balance, and things can get 
intense when you include hills, descents, and 
water crossings.
Training should include scaling your runs 
according to your ability and slowly adding 
challenges to allow adaptation over time.
Don’t try to tackle a technical course at speed if 
you are a newbie.
You risk having a nasty fall and sustaining an 

injury that could really disrupt your running.
Technique is also crucial on trails, particularly 
on hills and descents.
When running uphill, make sure you maintain 
a good, strong posture and use your hips and 
glutes to power you.
Use your arms for extra drive, keep your head up 
and stay relaxed. 
Downhills need extra care.
Don’t get carried away with speed; use your arms 
for extra balance and avoid distractions.
Stay light on your feet.
Strength training will also improve your trail 
running experience.
Focusing on balance, ankle stability, and postural 
strength will improve your performance.
Safety considerations are a must for trail runners.
Ideally, running with friends is a safer option, but 
you should stick to a few fundamental principles 
if you want to run solo.
Always carry a mobile phone and ensure that 
you will have adequate reception.
Check out the area you are running in before 
you head out.
It only takes a few minutes to look up Google 
Maps to check for any warnings or risk factors.
Be aware of daylight hours.
Don’t head into an unknown area late in the day.
Trails also require extra equipment.
Access to water is a must, so if you are heading 
out on a decent trail run, you should consider 
carrying some supplies.

There are plenty of lightweight belts and packs 
that will carry water and nutrition without 
hindering your running.
If you are heading out later in the day, you 
should also carry a small head torch as weather 
and daylight conditions can change rapidly, 
particularly in heavily treed areas.
You can’t rely on street lights out on the trails.
Trail running is amazing.
The challenges are endless, so start gently and 
develop your skills if you are new to trail running.
Happy trails!

ABOUT JANE
Jane is the owner/operator of Fitness energy in 
Park Orchards — Jane and her team offer a variety 
of sports training services.

Mental Health takes to the field at Park Orchards JFC
PARK ORCHARDS Junior Football Club is 
looking forward to the 2022 Season, but given the 
unsettling nature of the last two years, the club is 
keen to ensure the mental health and well-being 
of all members of the Sharks family is a priority.
The club has partnered with Mindfull Aus 
and SALT (Sport and Life Training) to provide 
workshops, information sessions, and support 
to all age groups and their families throughout 
the season and beyond.

Kate Gniel, President of Park Orchards Junior 
Football Club, spoke to M&N Bulletin about the 
club’s mental health strategy.
“We are mindful that the last two years will have 
affected everyone in different ways.
“The Committee is committed to ensuring that 
we provide a safe space and support to all our 
families, as well as opportunities to reconnect, 
to grow friendships and have plenty of fun on 
the field.

“The Junior Football Club is excited about the 
partnership we have created with these two 
incredible organisations and highlights that we 
are the club that cares.
“We look forward to seeing what great things we 
can do together during season 2022”.
Pre-season training is already underway, with 
the season kicking off on March 27 at Domeney 
Reserve with a special event celebrating girls and 
women in footy.

Hidden trails of Warrandyte State Park

Photo: JAMES POYNER
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Laurence looking to cut down the opposition

BY JAMES POYNER
IF YOU HAVE even been to the Royal Melbourne 
Show or any rural agricultural event, or watched 
Wide World of Sports back in the day, then you 
have probably seen a competitive woodchopping 
event.
Australia has a long history of woodchopping, 
and according to the Australian Axemen’s 
Association, woodchopping as a competitive 
sport “developed from an 1873 bet between a 
couple of blokes in a pub”.
But, like other sports, while it may have had an 
ignoble beginning, competitive woodchopping 
has become a worldwide competition under the 
banner of STIHL TIMBERSPORTS. 
Local axeman Laurence O’Toole is looking 
forward to a return top tier woodchopping at 

the STIHL TIMBERSPORTS Australian Trophy, 
in South Australia, on March 5.
Laurence O’Toole is a local arborist and third-
generation competitive woodchopper; M&N 
Bulletin sat down with Laurence to talk about 
his past successes and future expectations as a 
competitive woodchopper.
“I grew up in Doncaster, went to Balwyn High 
School, was a city kid.
“But because my Dad did woodchopping, I 
started that at a young age.
“I just followed him around, not many of my 
friends understood much about it, but eventually, 
I stopped playing footy and basketball and just 
kept going woodchopping.”
Laurence is a third-generation competitive 
woodchopper with three generations of 
champions, so the O’Toole name is well known 

in Australian woodchopping.
But with the emergence of  the STIHL 
TIMBERSPORTS Series, Laurence has taken his 
family’s name onto the world stage.
“That just sort of evolved.
“So my dad and grandfather never got to 
compete in those events, so it’s only been in the 
last 10 years that I’ve got involved in the series.
“It’s been the best thing that’s ever happened for 
our sport — it’s back on TV, there is worldwide 
travel, it’s almost a professional, global sporting 
body run by external people who aren’t 
competitors.
“I’ve been to lots of different places around 
Europe;  I  think ever y  year  the World 
Championships has been in a different county.
“It’s taken me lots of different places, and I’ve 
made a lot of good friends.”

Laurence O’Toole in action

Photos: STIHL
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In 2018, Laurence travelled to Liverpool, 
England, with the Australian Choperoos, where 
he took the win the Individual and Team World 
Championship.
In 2019, he took the Australian Champions 
Trophy in Geelong before travelling to the Czech 
Republic to take the Team trophy at the World 
Championships.
Due to the Pandemic, in 2021, there were no 
Australian or New Zealand entrants in the World 
Championships, so Laurence is hoping for a 
return to the world stage in 2022.
“2018/19 could not have been going any better 
for me; I was full time sponsored, I had a car from 
Northern Motorgroup Nissan, Nissan Australia 
sponsored me, I was sponsored by Komatsu 
Forest.
“I could go anywhere I wanted to in the world 
and compete, and then all the borders shut down 

and now, back working for myself for the last two 
years, and I have hardly gone anywhere.
“It’s good to see everything opening up again and 
to compete and to go overseas if I can be good 
enough, hopefully.”
The STIHL TIMBERSPORTS Australian Trophy 
in Adelaide on March 5 will be his chance to 
secure a spot at the world championships, but 
competition is tough as there can be only one 
Australian Champion.
“We’ve probably got the top five guys in the world 
in Australia, so our series is harder to win than 
the actual world championships.
“I’m looking forward to it, I have been training 
well.”
“I used to just go to the gym and try and get as 
strong as I could and chop as much as I could, 
put in a big hit workload.
“But I’m not going to sugar-coat it; I’m 41.

“Now I mainly train in the gym to try and 
maintain my body, keep it pretty agile because 
you have got to be flexible and agile and fast all 
at the same time, and you’ve still got to be pretty 
powerful.
“The Champions Trophy is the most physically 
demanding event we have, you have to be really 
fit at the same time, it’s a knock-out situation 
of an event of around 1:15, and you have to cut 
four of those races in 2.5 hours — so you’ve got 
to go back-to-back-to-back — so it’s pretty tough.
“Doing the actual event itself, I train in my 
backyard, I’ve got a really good setup here.”
The STIHL Series is made for TV, audiences, with 
fast action.
“You start with the STIHL stock saw, you’ve got 
to cut a wheel off a 16-inch bit of hoop pine, 
you turn the saw off then run across and cut it 
underhand — which is the event between your 
feet.
“Then you have to run back across and do a 
single-handed sawing event which is a one-
person saw.
“The final event is the 11-inch standing block, 
and if you come off first in that, you’re pretty 
much the winner.
“Normally, you do one of those events, singularly, 
but this event puts all those in a row, which 
makes it pretty tough.”
But with two generations of competitive 
woodcutting in his genes, plus International 
and National Champion trophies, three times 
Team World Champion, and was inducted into 
the Australian Axeman Association’s Legends 
Hall of Fame in 2016, Laurence has a solid base 
on which to build upon for the 2022 season.
Visit the STIHL TIMBERSPORTS website to find 
out how to watch the event: www.stihl.com.
au/stihl-timbersports-events and check out 
Laurence’s Instagram page @axemanotoole

Explore the Great Victorian Rail Trail this April

THE GREAT Victorian Rail Trail (GVRT), at 134 
kilometres, is not only the longest rail trail in 
Victoria but is also Australia’s longest continuous 
rail trail.
Originally completed in 1872, the railway served 
as a link between Melbourne (Yea) and regional 
Victoria (Mansfield); the branch out to Alexander 
was not completed until the beginning of the 
20th Century.
Today, the rail trail is popular with hikers, cyclists 
and horseriders and takes in quaint country 
towns and even crosses a small section of Lake 
Eildon.
The Rotary Clubs of Yea and Alexander, with 
assistance from Friends of the GVRT, are running 
the 2022 instalment of their annual Cycle Dindi 

event on April 2.
It is a fully supported, family-friendly event for 
all ages.
Distances range from 26km to 93km, with 
three starting points on offer; Yea, Merton, or 
Alexandra.
Lunch will be in Cathkin, on a private property 
situated on the banks of the Goulburn River.
It is also Market Day in Yea, and the working farm 
Nutfield, on the trail between Yea and Cathkin, 
is a popular place to stop for Devonshire tea and 
watch working dogs demonstrate their excellent 
sheep yarding skills; admission is included in the 
Cycle Dindi entry cost.
CycleDindi22 is a major fundraiser to support 
Rotary youth projects.
Entry forms are available at the Rotary website 
www.yearotary.org.au and follow CycleDindi22 
updates on Facebook.
Enquiries to c ycledindi22@gmail.com 
and bookings via direct deposit or through 
trybooking.com/BVQGK

Photo courtesy Cycle Dindi
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