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King of the road
Smiths Gully resident Tony Berry’s pride and joy is his 1928 Model A Ford. You may catch his vintage ute on the roads around Nillumbik .
He caught up with the Bulletin’s Bill McAuley and Peter Jones to show off his wheels. Read the full story on Page 10.
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The Manningham & Nillumbik Bulletin has a print run of 2,000 and is distributed 
throughout Manningham and Nillumbik.
Published about the 3rd/4th Tuesday of the month, it aims to keep the residents of 
Manningham and Nillumbik engaged and informed about art, culture, community 
sport and important issues.
It also exists to give the communities of Manningham and Nillumbik a voice so that 
they have a space to celebrate their achievements and to stand their ground when 
internal and external forces challenge their identity or local amenity.
The M&N Bulletin serves as a contribution to the historical record, so that in the 
decades that follow, our children and our grandchildren will be able to look back 
and see what was happening now, and what your community did about it.
With a strong, independent voice, the M&N Bulletin supports the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, 
Christmas Hills, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Panton Hill,  
St Andrews, Wattle Glen, Diamond Creek, Research, Eltham, Donvale, Doncaster, 
East Doncaster, Lower Templestowe, Templestowe, and any suburb, group, or 
community within our municipalities that needs a voice.

The Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where the municipalities 
of Manningham and Nillumbik now stand, the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people of 
the Kulin nation, and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — 
and acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
continue to play within our community, and seek to tell their stories.

EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES: Sandi Miller & James Poyner,  
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PUBLISHER: Warrandyte Diary Pty Ltd ACN 006 886 826  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 
27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the 
Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold 
discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a small, self-sustaining 
community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and 
tradespeople were joined by a number of young painters who were founding the 
Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the 
natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has 
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the M&N Bulletin are made by the community, for the 
community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, community 
groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make Manningham and 
Nillumbik the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production costs and 
associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the M&N Bulletin only, for advertising in the Diary 
publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.

DISCLAIMER

Warrandyte Diary is a 
member publication of 
Community Newspaper 
Association of Victoria 
(CNAV). CNAV is 
the peak body for 
community, not-for-profit 
newspapers in Victoria.

hello@42kmedia.com.au

community media solutions

• Video
• Livestream
• DTP
• And more...

42kmedia.com.au
vimeo.com/42kmedia

Subscribe now
Get the M&N Bulletin straight to 

your inbox

warrandytediary.com.au 
to sign up to our mailing list
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DAWSONS
TREE SERVICES

safety first

A family business with over 40 years experience

$20 million insurance
No Fuss   No Mess   No Stress 

9720 5111

• Large Tree Specialists
• Hedge Trimming Experts
• Stump Grinding
• Mulch Available
• FREE Quotes
• Consulting Arborist

From
$100

State of Coronavirus
BY JAMES POYNER
AUSTRALIA is in a new phase of the pandemic.
In Victoria, the highly contagious Omicron 
variant sees daily cases passing the total number 
of active cases seen during the Delta wave.
However, the rate of hospitalisation — when 
measured against the number of active cases 
— is low.

Primary aged get the jab
Vaccination for primary school-aged children 
began in early January.
Although vaccination data is not yet available for 
this cohort, parents and practitioners are telling 
us about the positive experience some of our 
youngest residents are having, with many sites 
and clinics providing VR experiences, balloon 
animals, face painting, and other distractions as 
these young Victorians join the bulk of the state’s 
population who are vaccinated.

RAT race
With the shift towards recognising self-
administered Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT) as 
identifying whether or not you are COVID 
positive and some businesses and industry 
sectors now requiring employees to have a RAT 
before they can work on-site, the ineffectiveness 
of the Australian Government to ensure RAT 
supply can meet demand is turning community 
debate around Coronavirus away from what is 
an exposure site and towards, where, when, and 
how one can get a RAT.
The current Coronavirus isolation rules in 
Victoria require those who test positive for 
COVID-19 to isolate at home for seven days — a 
positive COVID-19 test can be obtained via a 
PCR Test or using a RAT kit; if obtaining a result 
with a RAT, you are required to report your 
positive result to the Department of Health via 
the Victorian Government’s coronavirus website 
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/report or by 
phoning 1800 675 398.
Your close contacts — which is now defined 

as anyone who has been inside with you in a 
household-like setting for more than four hours 
while you were infectious — are also required 
to isolate for seven days and get a PCR or RAT 
on day one and day six of their isolation period.
All other contacts are required to watch for 
symptoms, and it is suggested they “use a daily 
rapid antigen test for five days”, but if that is not 
possible, then monitor for symptoms and get 
tested if symptoms present.
The twist in this tale is the latest from National 
Cabinet.
Due to the strain on key industries — such 
as food and goods supply chain, emergency 
services and potentially education — National 
Cabinet has added a swathe of sectors to the 
essential industry list.
National Cabinet has identified the following 
industries as critical: transport and logistics; 
health; emergency services; energy; food, 
beverage and critical goods excluding hospitality; 
education; telecommunications; finance; critical 
government; essential research; building and 
construction; accommodation.

Once the recommendations from National 
Cabinet are implemented, workers in these 
industries, when identified as a close contact, 
will be able to return to work — at the discretion 
of their employer — if they can produce a 
negative RAT before the end of their isolation 
period.
These changes aim to relieve pressure on 
critical infrastructure severely impacted by staff 
shortages due to employees being in isolation 
once identified as a close contact.
Many of you would have already seen this 
impact with food and goods shortages in local 
supermarkets.
Those who are symptomatic or identified as a 
close contact will be able to obtain a free PCR or 
RAT from a Coronavirus testing site.
For the rest of us, obtaining a RAT kit for work 
purposes or peace of mind is near impossible.
Several Facebook groups and websites such as  
findarat.com.au have been created to help track 
down chemists and supermarkets with stock, but 
it seems that for the foreseeable future, obtaining 
a RAT kit is down to luck and timing.

Photos Supplied

Warrandyte Medical Centre creates a 

fun zone in their kids vaccine hub Christopher (8) says it didn’t hurt a bit
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Plan. Act. Survive.  Go to emergency.vic.gov.au

If you plan to travel through Victoria, during fire season, it’s important to check the Fire Danger Rating every day. 
If the rating is Extreme or above, avoid travelling to high risk areas, including to cities and towns.

Don’t travel to high risk areas on Extreme Fire Danger Rating days.

Fire restrictions in force across the state
T H E  F I R E  D a n g e r 
Period is now in effect 
i n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n 
CFA’s North East Region 
(Region 13): Yarra Ranges, 
Knox, Manningham and 
Maroondah.
As of January 10, Fire Danger 

Period restrictions now apply for all regions of 
the state except East Gippsland.
The Seasonal Bushfire Outlook for Victoria, 
released on November 25, identified the potential 
for increased grassfire conditions for the 2021/22 
fire season.
Much of Victoria has experienced average to 
above-average rainfall during winter and spring; 
this has led to above-normal pasture growth 
across paddocks and roadsides for much of the 
state, which is likely to increase the grass fire risk 
throughout the summer period.
Grassland and drier forests, including woodlands 
and heathlands, have been assessed as normal.
However, shorter-duration fires are still likely to 
occur on hot, dry and windy days.
With hot weather dominating the early weeks of  
January, a grassfire at Tikalara Park, on January  
13, residents living near the Templestowe 

parkland had a wake-up call.
A grass fire burnt around half a hectare and 
took fire crews from CFA and FFMV 20 minutes 
to control the fire, and another two hours of 
“blacking out” to ensure it was completely 
extinguished.
District 13 Assistant Chief Fire Officer David 
Renkin reminded Victorians that even an average 
fire season in this state can still be a bad one.
“Conditions through the last fire season were 
similar to what we’re expecting this year, and 
during those months, we saw significant grass 
fires in the north and west of the state,” he said.
“Once again, we’ve had plenty of winter and 
spring rainfall, and now as the grass and bush 
rapidly dry out across District 13, the warmer 
weather, increased yield and potential fuel will 
mean the fire potential is heightened.
“Any additional rainfall we do experience will 
produce more growth, which could very easily 
result in an even higher fuel load throughout the 
summer season if not properly managed.
“Reducing fuel loads by residents around their 
properties in these areas will ensure if a fire does 
break out, it has less chance of taking hold or 
spreading.
“While CFA and our partner agencies Fire Rescue 

Victoria (FRV) and Forest Fire Management 
Victoria (FFMV) are doing everything we can 
to prepare for the bushfire season, we look to 
the community to use common sense and take 
responsibility for preventing fires,” CFO Renkin 
said.
With the Fire Danger Period now in effect in 
Districts 13 and 14, which encompasses both 
Manningham and Nillumbik, the opportunity 
to burn-off has now passed, and those who are 
permitted to will need to wait and/or reapply 
for a burning-off permit at the end of the Fire 
Danger Period.
It is also timely to remember to familiarise 
oneself with the rules when a  Total Fire Ban is 
in effect.
Victorians can find out “Can I or Can’t I?” 
information at cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-
restrictions/can or by calling VicEmergency 
Hotline on 1800 226 226.
A Total Fire Ban declaration means no fires can 
be lit for the declared district for that day unless 
a specific exemption or special permit is issued.
This applies irrespective of the Fire Restriction 
status for a given municipality.
Further details at cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-
restrictions/can.
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Noble One 
Doggy Playcare
& Holiday Care

*private training dependent on availability.
Have your dog cared for in a  arge yarded, safe, secure home Have your dog cared for in a  arge yarded, safe, secure home 
environment in Nunawading by trainer with over 20+ years 
experience.
Two dogs trained to assist with your dogs obedience and 
socia isation.
No cages or kenne s here.
24/7 human supervision means your dog is never a one.
A   dogs require assessment and one day induction.A   dogs require assessment and one day induction.
P ease PHONE Steve for a   enquires inc, pricing and 
avai abi ity  0418 847 201.

Roadworks pick up pace
BY SANDI MILLER
THE FITZSIMONS LANE Upgrade Blitz is in full 
swing, with construction running around the 
clock in the opening weeks of 2022.
With reduced traffic during the school holidays 
and the “bonus” of quieter roads during the 
recent Omicron surge, reports indicate minimal 
delays through the intersection.
However, once school resumes at the end of 
January, this may change.
Diversions are in place, so it is recommended 
that drivers avoid the area if possible until mid-
February.
Major Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV) advised 
that from Tuesday, January 4 until Sunday, 
February 13, 2022, crews will be working 24/7 
to upgrade the Main Road and Fitzsimons Lane 
intersection.
The construction teams are completing six 
months of construction in six weeks.
The focus of the works is on removing the Main 
Road roundabout and replacing it with traffic 
lights.
Member for Eltham Vicki Ward said the 
community understands how frustrating 

Fitzsimons Lane is during peak hours.
“That’s why we’re delivering this vital upgrade 
to ease congestion, boost safety and improve 
reliability in the area.
“This project is vital to Melbourne’s northeast, 
and it’s great to see these works progressing to 
help get people home safer and sooner,” she said.
The signalised intersection is expected to be 
operational by mid-February.

Recycled roadway
The Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade is paving the way 
for sustainably built roads, with more than 1,400 
tonnes of environmentally friendly asphalt laid 
as a part of last year’s Porter Street construction 
blitz.
The Porter Street blitz, which took place in 
June and July 2021, saw asphalt containing the 
equivalent of roughly 700,000 bottles laid over the 
300-metre stretch of road; this is the equivalent to 
the sum annual total of bottles and jars collected 
from 3,500 Victorian homes.
Aboriginal-owned business B.A Road Services 
use asphalt with the highest recycled content of 
39 per cent, a mix including reclaimed asphalt 
and crushed glass.

Brandon McRedmond, a Taungurung man and 
owner of B.A Road Services said:
“For our company to take on such a large job and 
be resourcing all this recyclable content — I’m 
100 per cent proud.”
MRPV says the Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade is 
meeting targets across all areas, including 
Indigenous businesses spend, workforce training, 
and recycled content.
MRPV Project Director Dipal Sorathia said:
“The Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade is one of the first 
transport projects in Victoria to implement the 
Recycled First Policy — and is using recycled 
materials to build roads the community will use 
for years to come.”
The policy requires contractors on road and rail 
projects to optimise their use of recycled and 
reused content.
While this may not make up for the loss of trees 
felled to make way for the road widening, it is a 
small concession to a community that fought so 
hard to retain Eltham Gateway’s vegetation.
Recycled First is being implemented across future 
Victorian Big Build projects and Department of 
Transport projects from 2022.
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Canine vaccines prevent doggie lockdown
WITH THE focus on the COVID-19 
pandemic, many of us have been 
neglecting our other health needs, 
such as dental check-ups and cancer 
screening.
Our animal companions are also in 
need of regular health checks.
Sadly, some of this has been let 
slide over the last two years, as local 
vets report that contagious disease 
is becoming increasingly prevalent 
because of lapsed vaccinations.
Our CANINE CORRESPONDENT, 
ZEUS, has been sniffing out the story 
from home quarantine.

I have watched my humans carefully during the 
COVID-19 crisis as they adjust their defences 
against this infectious disease.
Dogs, too, suffer from a contagious condition — 
Kennel Cough.
This cough may be chronic, sounding like a 
“goose honking” lasting several weeks.

Canine Infectious Respiratory Disease Complex 
(CIRDC) or Tracheobronchitis in dogs is often a 
mild disease but can have unpleasant symptoms.
As well as an irritating cough, dogs can have 
runny eyes and noses, swollen tonsils, wheezing, 
depressed behaviour and — heaven forbid — 
lack of appetite.
It is highly contagious and easily transmitted 
by casual contact such as sniffing, playing, or 
sharing water dishes.
When dogs are housed together, the disease can 
spread quickly.
Hence the common name — Kennel Cough.
The good news is that vaccinations are available, 
and your local Dog Doctor can administer 
treatments.
Booster shots are also recommended.
Humans should seek their veterinarian’s 
recommendations for vaccination requirements 
for their canine companions.
This can include adenovirus and parainfluenza.
B o rd e t e l l a  va c c i nat i o n  i s  a l s o  h i g h l y 
recommended.

The bad news is that part of the recovery process 
is “Doggie Lockdown”.
A few weeks of no walks, playing or sniffing with 
my mates.

Karolina Larbey

No Way Home, stop for a coffee

BOOK CHAT - WARRANDYTE
FEBRUARY 11 2022 2PM-3:30PM
Are you an enthusiastic reader? Are you one who 
loves to talk about what you’ve read to like-minded 
people? Then we’d love you to join our Book Chat. 
The discussion will led by a librarian from the 
branch, but you can come prepared to talk about 
a good book you have read lately and would like to 
recommend to others.

Register: shorturl.at/gwNO9

Artscape
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CR MICHELLE 
KLEINERT 
MANNINGHAM MAYOR 
WELCOME TO 2022, and what I’m sure we’re all 
hoping is a much better year than the last one.
I hope you all took some time to have a break 
and recharge over the last few weeks.
We know we are not over the pandemic yet, and 
while it can be stressful to see rising COVID-19 
case numbers, I encourage you to find small 
ways to stay connected to those around you and 
continue to #BeKind to your community and 
yourselves.
I am looking forward to our International 
Women’s Day Morning Tea on Tuesday, March 8.
This year’s theme is #BreakTheBias.
We’re working toward a gender-equal world — 
free of bias, stereotypes and discrimination.
A world that’s diverse, equitable, and inclusive.
A world where difference is valued and 
celebrated.
Together we can forge women’s equality; 
collectively, we can all #BreakTheBias.
Shelley Ware, a proud Yankunyjatjara and 

Wirangu woman and radio and television 
presenter on local and national AFL football 
news, will facilitate the morning tea.
There will be a lively panel discussion with 
diverse women from First Nations, LGBTQIA+, 
multicultural, living with disability communities, 
and musical entertainment.
This free event will include morning tea.
A limited release of tickets will be available soon, 
so to register your interest, please email events@
manningham.vic.gov.au.
Due to COVID-19, places are limited, and all 
attendees must be double vaccinated to attend.
I’m also excited about getting back to our 
amazing Manningham Art Gallery in 2022.
We’re lucky to have such a great facility and a full 
schedule of shows to keep us very busy.
On Thursday, January 27, we will be launching 
our exhibitions for the year with The Killing 
Sink by Matthew Dunne and A Symphony of 
Dichotomies by Tasmina K Majles.
For hours and details of upcoming exhibitions, 
visit manningham.vic.gov.au/manningham-
art-gallery.
On the topic of art in Manningham, I am loving 
seeing one of our community art projects take 
shape — wings street art.
Supported by a Council placemaking grant, 
you’ll find the wings located in the covered 
walkway of Warrandyte Neighbourhood House.
Take your photo in front of the amazing wings, 
then share it on your social media and don’t forget 

to tag @warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.
Earlier last year, artist Abbey Rich created 
Together, a collaborative artwork at Jackson 
Court.
Created as part of the pop-up space, this was 
finished in late 2021 and is a colourful reminder 
of the community spirit in Doncaster East.
Placemaking ideas like these strengthen our 
connections between people and the places 
around us.
They help build community resilience and 
make neighbourhood centres and villages more 
vibrant.
Find out more at yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.
au/placemaking-and-outdoor-dining.
Final ly ,  I  wanted to  acknowledge the 
Manningham & Nillumbik Bulletin and the 
important role it plays in connecting our 
community.
More than ever, it’s important that we all come 
together to become better informed and help 
connect and shape the future of Manningham.
Besides reading the M&N Bulletin, you can 
input on projects happening in Manningham 
through our online engagement portal, Your Say 
Manningham.
You can find out what’s happening in your area 
and contribute to the discussions — share your 
thoughts on decisions about local parks, major 
infrastructure projects, policies and more — 
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au.
Warm regards.

CR FRANCES EYRE
NILLUMBIK MAYOR
I HOPE EVERYONE has had the chance to take a 
break and reset over the summer holidays.
While we’ve not had the start to 2022 we might 
have hoped for with the latest COVID-19 
challenge, our community is resilient and 
incredibly supportive.
It’s important that we continue to look out for 
each other through these difficult times.
Council is committed to doing everything we can 
to help during the recovery process.
On a more positive note, I’m very excited about 
the year ahead and everything we hope to 
achieve as a Council.
One of the first things I’m looking forward to as 
Mayor is presenting our Australia Day Awards to 
some very deserving community members and 
welcoming our newest citizens.
The event will be live-streamed and will include 
some fantastic entertainment, so I encourage 
you to tune in.
In big news, the $16.5 million redevelopment of 
the Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre in 

Greensborough will be finished shortly, and we 
can’t wait to welcome you back to what will be a 
first-class community sporting facility.
It’s only one of a number of major projects that 
are slated for completion in the first quarter 
of this year, including the final stage of the 
extension of the Diamond Creek Trail, the 
Hurstbridge Multi-Use Facility, Eltham North 
Dog Park and the upgrade to the Diamond Creek 
Netball Courts.
Engaging with our community and hearing what 
you have to say will continue to be our priority 
and guide our decision-making.
We know BMX and off-road bike riding and the 
construction of jumps and tracks in the Shire 
have been issues of particular interest.
We are currently seeking feedback through 

Participate Nillumbik on developing a new BMX 
park in Diamond Creek.
Very soon, we will also be seeking your thoughts 
on our plans for Recreation and Leisure, Arts and 
Culture, and the Municipal Planning Strategy, 
among other projects.
Our first Planning and Consultation Committee 
Meeting on Tuesday, February 8, will also provide 
community members with an opportunity to 
speak to us about a range of projects.
You can register to speak to an item at our 
website.
I’m looking forward to getting out and about in 
the Shire, both in the townships and rural areas, 
meeting as many of you as I can.
Until then, stay safe.

MAYORAL REPORT

Photo: MATTHEW QUICKDiamond Creek Trail nears completion
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NaNY Gallery off to a great start
BY GREG SWEDOSH
THE NEW NaNY art gallery in the main street of 
Warrandyte has been an instant hit with locals 
and visitors alike.
Located inside the Now and Not Yet café and 
featuring local artist Jacinta Payne’s work as the 
first exhibition, the feedback to the gallery has 
been extremely positive.
Seven of Jacinta’s paintings have been snapped 
up by eager purchasers.
The next exhibition will be of North Warrandyte 
artist Tori Swedosh’s work. Entitled Can you see 
the beauty in it? this exhibition will feature works 
of mixed media, paintings, and sculpture.
“It all started by taking photos of mud”, said Tori.
“I’m a member of an awesome Facebook page 
called Warrandyte Nature.
“There are gorgeous photos of all the amazing 
birds, animals, flowers and sunsets around this 
beautiful place where I live in northeastern 
Melbourne.
“It was lockdown, and we were all confined to a 
5km radius of our homes.
“I was meditating one morning down by the 
Yarra, and as I opened my eyes, I found myself 
looking at sloppy, mushy mud and some strands 
of grass that were growing out of it.
“It struck me then how we mostly don’t even 
notice the beauty of the earth beneath us.
“It’s easy to appreciate a great photo of a 
kangaroo, a wombat or an Eastern Rosella.
“But dirt and leaves? I posted some photos on the 
page where a very funny conversation ensued.
“’What is it?’, ‘Is there a snake?’.
“My response: ‘Nope. Just mud.’
“It made me laugh.
“Then I started to notice the exquisite quality of 
the fine details around me.
“A feather stuck in some leaves, bark from various 
trees, shadows and reflections.
“It’s endless if you dive into the minutiae of 
nature; the closer you look, the more detail you 
can find.
“It’s really quite wonderful.
“And it’s awesome to know that we are connected 
to all things and everyone.”
Nillumbik Council has provided a grant for the 
exhibition through their Nillumbik Artist in Own 

Residence program.
This program has been developed to commission 
opportunities for local creatives to create for, 
or with, community from their own unique art 
spaces.
Tori’s work has been produced in her home 
studio in North Warrandyte.
The exhibition opening night is on Sunday, 
February 6, from 5pm to 7pm.
The gallery will be set up as an immersive 
experience of the Warrandyte forests.
Wine and canapes will be served.
Other upcoming Exhibitions are as follows, with 
the opening night to be held from 5pm to 7pm 
on the dates below:

• Kim Charbonneau, from April 3, 2022.
• Myra Carter, from June 5, 2022.
• Bronwyn Elmore, from August 7, 2022.

To stay informed of future exhibitions and 
events at NaNY Gallery follow their Facebook 
page at fb.me/NaNYGalleryWarrandyte.

Photos supplied

Sold! Jacinta’s works get snapped up

Art lovers peruse Warrandyte’s newest gallery

Tori Swedosh in her studio
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Curtain raises after challenging time

THE LAST TWO years have been tough for 
Eltham Little Theatre (ELT), as has been the case 
for all amateur theatre groups.
In 2020, we could only put on one production, 
moving the rest to 2021.
Luckily, the Play Writing Workshop continued 
via Zoom during lockdown.
In 2021, we performed only two of our seasons 
before the extended lockdowns prevented us 
from even being permitted in the building.
Very disappointingly, we tried twice to perform 
our Youth Production, Peter Pan Jnr but had to 
cancel days from opening each time.
Many parents and children were heartbroken.
We offered several play readings for the 
community via Zoom, which were well attended.
In between lockdowns, we used the time to 
organise major working bees and give the theatre 
a well-needed spring clean.
New stage curtains, a new deck, upgrade of the 
dressing rooms and polished floors were some 
of the improvements provided by Nillumbik 
Shire Council.
To end the year, as we were unable to have our in-
house awards night, instead ELT held a BYO food 
and drink evening for the community to launch 
our 2022 Playbill, which consists of six seasons.
The night included Trivia,  l ive music, 
presentations by our directors and performances 
by the Peter Pan Jnr cast, tasters of our Season 
1 and 2 and several fun monologues by our 
talented members.

Looking forward
2022 is shaping up to be a wonderful year 
of theatre; the first two productions are in 
rehearsals and are shaping up to provide some 
fabulous, although diverse, performances.

The 39 Steps
Adapted by Patrick Barlow.
Directed by Travis Eccles.
Eltham Little Theatre’s season opener The 39 
Steps, a parody adapted by Patrick Barlow from 
Alfred Hitchcock’s 1930s film of the same name, 
is sure to bring a smile to your face.
Richard Hanny (Mason Frost) is bored with his 
life until he meets a mysterious woman at a West 
End show.
Annabella (Luisa Romeo) is a spy tracking down 
the 39 Steps, and before long, Hanny is “involved’.
Who or what are the 39 Steps?
Assisted by Lisa Feim and Ryan Smith, known 
as “Clowns”, who play the bulk of the roughly 
100 characters, we travel on trains, planes, and 
automobiles from London to Scotland and back 
again, all through the magic of theatre.
Directing at ELT for the first time, Travis Eccles 
said he was drawn to the play by the challenge.
“I’ve only ever directed dramas, so when the 
opportunity to direct a comedy presented itself, 
I jumped at the chance,” he said. 

“Not only a comedy but one that requires us to 
go from on top of a train to the top of a bridge, a 
plane chase and then the Scottish Highlands, all 
within the space of a few minutes”.
ELT is known for its high-quality productions and 
extremely talented volunteers and performers, 
so the challenges The 39 Steps present are easily 
and capably handled.
COVID-19 has had a significant impact on both 
professional and community theatre, and we 
nervously watch and wait, with bated breath, 
on what Omicron and the escalating numbers 
will bring.
“Despite the Omicron threat, we have to keep 
rehearsing and crossing our fingers that come 
February 18, we can bring you an amazing show 
that will definitely make you laugh.
“And who doesn’t need a laugh after the last few 
years?” said Travis.
Performance Dates:
Friday, February 18–Saturday, March 5, 2022, 
from 8pm
Matinee Sunday, February 27, 2pm
Tickets are $25 and $20.
Bookings can be made at:
www.trybooking.com/BWATE or 
www.elthamlittletheatre.org.au

The Long Road
Directed by George Benca
When 18-year-old Danny is fatally stabbed in 
a random attack, his family struggles to find 
meaning and forgiveness.
His mother’s determination to understand the 
atrocity brings her face-to-face with his killer 
and forces the family to confront the bitter 
senselessness of their loss.
The play evolved out of research with prisoners 
by Synergy Theatre Project, in collaboration with 
The Forgiveness Project and award-winning 
playwright Shelagh Stephenson.
It premiered at London’s Soho Theatre in 2008 
and returned later that year, after a sell-out run.
 

Performance Dates:
March 18–26, 2022
Tickets $25 and $20
Bookings can be made at: 
www.trybooking.com/BWEAP or 
www.elthamlittletheatre.org.au.

Get involved
ELT continues the ELT Friend membership for 
only $10, providing a 15 per cent discount on all 
shows and the Annual Subscription Package for 
$90, which is a 40 per cent discount.
We will continue with the play readings before 
auditions and other events.
All details are available on our website 
elthamlittletheatre.org.au.
We are also seeking new volunteers to help with 
front of house, box office, and set building to join 
our ELT family.
Contact tickets@elthamlittletheatre.org.au or 
phone 0411713095 and leave a message.

Cast prepare for The 39 Steps

Photo TRAVIS ECCLES
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Tony Berry and his beaut ute
BY BILL McAULEY
TONY BERRY’S 94 years old car sits under a gum 
tree on his property at Smiths Gully.
There is a patina of rust over the whole body, and 
the old car looks as though it is from another age.
And it is, from 1928 to be exact.
Its distinctive lines, complete with period 
running boards, would be at home on the streets 
of Al Capone’s Chicago more so than the country 
roads of Nillumbik.
However, it has aged into the colours of the local 
environment to look like it is part of the Victorian 
landscape.
Tony pours some water into the radiator and 
then presses the starter button, and the Model 
A Roadster Buckboard Ute roars into life first go.
The laconic Vietnam Vet allows himself a shy 
smile.
It is fair to say that the vintage car is his pride 
and joy.
Tony purchased the car in 1974 for the princely 
sum of $30, and it has been running for the past 
48 years.
“It’s still legal to drive on the road because it has 
club registration.”
“We’ve been to Tamworth and Fraser Island a 

couple of times,” says Tony. 
However, the car has had to have some TLC over 
the years.
“I have rebuilt the gearbox and engine.
“It starts with a key — and there’s no cranking 
required,” he says happily.
Tony effortlessly drives the car into position for 
the photography session and sums up his half-

a-century relationship with the car with one 
short phrase. 
“It’s been fun; I’m lucky I’ve had the old boy.”
If you are lucky enough to see Tony on the road 
around Smiths Gully, give a wave to almost 100 
years of history and reflect on the adventures 
Tony and his car have been on.
Photo by PETER JONES
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Building bridges through story
BY HELEN BARTLETT 
FOLLOWING ITS INITIAL success in 2019, 
the Manningham Uniting Church will host the 
second Building Bridges Through Story (BBTS) 
event at their new church and community centre 
complex at 109 Wood Street Templestowe on 
March 4 and 5, 2022.
The event will feature opportunities to listen to 
stories from and interact with Muslim women 
from Benevolence Australia, indigenous people 
from Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage 
Aboriginal Corporation and those with various 
abilities from VALID, an independent disability 
advocacy organisation.
It will be a celebration of diversity, an 
opportunity to build bridges and establish 
lasting connections, thus breaking down walls 
in our society built through ignorance and fear 
of people of different colour, abilities, races, 
culture, religions, birthplaces, and socio-
economic circumstances.
A Welcome to Country will open the event on 
Friday, March 4, and an Art Exhibition will be 
in place for the entire event.
A dinner will be held on Friday evening, with 
Saara Sabbagh, the founder and current CEO 
of Benevolence Australia, and recent OAM 

recipient for her service to women and the 
Muslim community, one of the speakers.
Saara will share her focus on being an Australian 
Muslim in today’s world, and how all peoples’ 
stories can be respected and relationships 
developed.
An all-day event on Saturday, March 5, will offer 
the opportunity to interact with speakers from 
all groups participating, enjoy morning tea and 
lunch, view the art exhibition, and take part in 
various workshops.
Highlights of the weekend will include Toltu 
Tufa, an African Muslim, a psychologist, and 
a highly sought-after public speaker who will 
share the stories of her community and her 
educational experiences.
Speakers from VALID will share their personal 
experiences, challenges and achievements in 
exerting control and influence over their lives, 
informing and influencing systemic practices, 
and exercising their human rights and citizen 
status within their local communities.
These stories will build the understanding and 
responses of our broader community in an equal 
and collaborative manner.
Wurundjeri’s sharing of the history, stories and 
possibilities of connections on these ancient 
lands of the Wurundjeri will open doors to 

creating new relationships and informed and 
respectful responses guided by the Aboriginal 
owners of the land on which we meet for BBTS.
Building Bridges Through Story will be an 
engagement of the heart, a deep listening to the 
real stories of people who have experienced pain 
and suffering due to being excluded, ignored, 
subjected to unjust laws, discriminated against, 
and often abused in public.
Every story told will be a gift to the listener, 
an attempt to find a deeper connection with 
other minority groups in our own community 
through the specific experiences of those 
from Benevolence Australia, VALID and the 
Wurudjuri-Woi Wurrung Cultural Heritage 
Aboriginal Corporation.
Manningham Uniting Church’s hope for 
Building Bridges through Story is that people will 
gain an understanding of equality and a deep 
respect for difference, and we warmly invite 
you to join us.
The event is  held with the support of 
Manningham City Council, Bendigo Bank, 
Koonung Heights Uniting Church, and Rotary 
Clubs of Manningham.
Go to buildingbridges.events to register, or  
email buildingbridges@manninghamuc.org 
or phone 9846 2012 for more information.
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Two starkly different types of colonist

CHARLES NEWMAN was the first colonist to 
arrive in the district in 1837 and he established 
a run along Mullum-Mullum Creek.
Newman had joined the Indian Army in 1801 
and achieved the rank of Major before coming 
to Tasmania in 1834 with his Indian wife and 
four children.
He was the epitome of the British Raj.
A harsh and cantankerous man, he was well 
known for his poor treatment of convict workers 
and anyone of a lower class.
Over the next year the Major travelled back 
and forth to Tasmania, ferrying livestock to his 
run and by 1838 he had taken up permanent 
residence here.
However his wife and children did not join him 
until two years later. 
In the meantime Newman’s 17 year old step-
daughter Maria had begun a relationship with a 
young blacksmith, Tom Cunningham.
Being the son of a convict, Newman vehemently 
objected to the relationship, so Maria and Tom 
eloped to Melbourne in 1838.
Newman then promptly disinherited her.
Newman’s military training was obvious in the 
site and construction of the turf-block house 
he built.
The river, creek and steep escarpment effectively 
blocked approach from north, east and south.
The western wall had narrow slit windows, 
enabling the Major to shoot at any natives 
approaching from the west. 
Aboriginal people quickly figured out it was no 
use ducking when you heard a gun go bang, 
because the bullet is faster than the sound.
With their sharp eyesight they quickly saw that a 
puff of smoke from the barrel of the gun preceded 
the bullet.
This gave rise to them playing a very dangerous 
game.

Murrangurk’s Law prevented the Kulin from 
killing a white man, but they were still able to 
wage an economic war against colonists like 
the Major.
So whilst one group occupied the Major busily 
shooting from his window, another group would 
break down his fences, set fire to his paddocks 
and drive off his stock. 
The men in the first group would each stand 
next to a tree, attract the Major’s attention and 
at the sight of a puff of smoke would jump back 
behind their tree.
Before the Major had time to pick up and fire his 
next musket, they would jump back out into the 
open, swing around and bare their buttocks at 
him, then jump back behind cover.
By autumn 1840 the Major’s wife and children 
had joined him and he decided to hire free 

settlers rather than convicts.
So in September 1840 
the Major was dockside 
w h e n  my  g re at- g re at-
grandparents, John and 
Mary-Anne Chivers, arrived 
from England.
John was a strongly built 
ex-bareknuckle fighter, so 
the Major hired him as a 
timber-cutter at 25 pounds 
a year.
He also hired Mary-Anne as 
a governess to home-school 

his children at 15 pounds a year.
John and Mary-Anne could scarcely believe 
their luck at finding jobs before they had even 
got off the ship.
They packed their belongings in the Major’s 
wagon and headed off to the Stringybark forest 
past Heidelberg.
As they trundled along the Major began regaling 
them with stories about “the damned Blacks” 
and their allegedly murderous ways.
He said that John would need a gun for protection 
and pressed an old flintlock pistol, gunpowder 
and a bag of shot on him. 

The Major dropped them off at a shepherds hut 
near present day Petty’s Orchard and John began 
the task of clearing the land.
Every morning, Mary-Anne would insist on John 
taking the pistol with him while he worked felling 
trees in the forest.
One day soon after arriving, John was working 
and heard voices, but it was not English.
He stopped work, peered around and saw half a 
dozen spear-carrying natives slowly surrounding 
the clearing.
John quickly loaded the pistol, but did not want 
to point it at anyone, so instead bent his knees 
and pointed it at the ground.
By this time he was surrounded and he pulled 
the trigger, hoping the report would scare the 
men away.
The tribesmen instead fell around laughing fit 
to bust.
One of the men patted John on the back and 
wiping away tears of laughter, explained that 
it looked and sounded like the greatest fart in 
human history.
John threw the pistol away and invited them 
all back to his hut for a cup of tea, which they 
readily agreed to.
Mary-Anne must have nearly fainted when she 
saw her husband emerge from the forest with a 
band of spear-bearing natives, but it was the start 
of many generations of friendships for our family.
After their contracted year, John and Mary-Anne 
ceased working for the Major and he entered into 
a partnership making wagon wheels from River 
Red-Gums on Westerfolds.
It would have enraged the Major when he found 
out that John’s new business partner was his son-
in-law, young Tom Cunningham.

ABOUT JIM

Jim Poulter is a local History author. His articles 
are freely available on the Reconciliation 
Ma n n i ng h a m  w eb s i t e  r e c o n c i l i at i o n -
manningham.org.au, or through social media 
via their Facebook page.

Birrarung

BY JIM POULTER

John Chivers
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Broadcaster celebrates milestone
BY LYNETTE HAYHURST
RADIO EASTERN FM celebrates over 30 years 
of broadcasting from its studios in the Wyreena 
Community Centre in Croydon.
This fantastic group of dedicated volunteers 
provides an invaluable service to the local 
communities of Knox, Maroondah, Whitehorse, 
Manningham, Monash, and Yarra Ranges.
This local radio station has a significant impact 
with a potential listening audience of 500,000 
and approximately 23,000 tuning into Radio 
Eastern daily.
Each year, over 1,200 community groups avail 
themselves of the free promotions for their 
programs and activities on the station.
Its beginnings were as a grain of mustard seed, 
and 98.1 has grown over the years and provides 
broad-ranging services to many communities 
and individuals.
One of its small contingent of veterans who have 
notched up more than 30 years’ service at the 
station is Russ Read, a much loved and respected 
presenter, and he provided me with some of his 
unique insights into the station.
He recalls that in 1991 he took early retirement 
as a surveyor with MMBW, which enabled him to 
be more involved with the station as a presenter 
and committee member.
In that same year, the station obtained one of the 
first Community Licenses in the Metropolitan 
area, and Russ was involved in the initial test 
transmission.
Russ explained that the main changes or 
improvements at Radio Eastern have been 
the many technology upgrades that have 
dramatically improved the quality of the 

broadcasts.
A mobile caravan was purchased to mount 
outside broadcasts at community events, which 
was funded by donations from the community 
after a devastating fire in 2003 destroyed the 
studios.
Russ tells me the biggest challenges for the 
station are raising enough finances, which 
mainly comes from station members’ fees and 
local business sponsorship for this Not-for-Profit 
organisation.
Looking forward, Radio Eastern’s goal is to 
expand their listening base with initiatives that 
have included the local migrant groups like the 
local Burmese population, and a weekly program 
called Oriental Mix with music in Cantonese and 
Mandarin, including translations in English.
Russ has also had a recent personal milestone 
as he and his wife celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary last year.
On top of his station duties, he is the “Carer for 
my darling” wife, Wendy.
He has struggled to get affordable and ongoing 
services for his wife, who suffers chronic severe 
pain and cannot live independently.  
He is grateful that after 8–9 months of waiting, 
he has been approved by Accent Home Care for 
packages to help with her needs and daily living.
Russ says with great joy that the main thing he 
gets from his volunteering work is when he gets 
feedback from listeners to his weekly broadcast 
Thursday around Noon, which makes him feel 
really good.
Russ also says, “30 years and continuing is 
something I look forward to keeping on doing.” 
Last year was officially the 30th anniversary of 

the station, but due to the lockdowns, the station 
was unable to celebrate in any meaningful way, 
so this year, new President Dr Andrew Conway 
says they have plans to celebrate this wonderful 
achievement, so check on the station’s website 
(www.radioeasternfm.com.au) for details of 
upcoming events.
Roger Broadbent’s show Town Talk features 
interviews with many of the 30-year veterans, 
so tune in to the program on Monday mornings 
as they walk down memory lane with their first-
hand experiences.
Selections from the interviews are also available 
on the station’s website.
So, well done to Radio Eastern and keep up the 
excellent work in strengthening and connecting 
our local communities.

Diamond Creek Trail on track
BY SANDI MILLER
THE EXTENSION to the Diamond Creek Trail 
from Wattle Glen to Hurstbridge is approaching 
completion.
The extended shared trail will consist of a 
concrete path for walking, running and cycling, 
and a separate natural surface trail for horse 
riding.
Stage 1 was completed in 2021 and runs 2.5km 
from Luscombe Drive in Diamond Creek to 
Wilson Road in Wattle Glen and includes three 
creek crossings.
Stage 2, currently under construction, is 3km 
from Wilson Road in Wattle Glen to Hurstbridge 
and includes five creek crossings.
Once completed, the trail will run continuously 
for 55km from Hurstbridge to the CBD, linking 
with the Main Yarra Trail at Eltham.
Based on the current use of the Diamond Creek 
Trail, it has been estimated that there is the 
potential for 350,000 users each year when the 
trail is extended to Hurstbridge, bringing benefits 
to the local and broader community.
All five pedestrian bridges have been lifted into 
place, and installation is being completed on-

site.
A spokesperson from Nillumbik Council told the 
M&N Bulletin that more than 2.2km of concrete 
paths have been laid with just under 1km to go.
“Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
have seen a huge increase in the use of our local 
trails, which have proven vital for community 
health and wellbeing.
“We know our community can’t wait to have a 
new trail to explore, and the extra visitors will be 
a big boost for our townships,” they said.

The spokesperson said COVID-19 has presented 
some challenges with the shutdowns in 2021 
and contractor staff shortages due to isolation 
requirements causing some delays. 
Wet conditions over the past few months have 
also hampered progress.
Pending no further COVID-19 or weather-
related delays, the trail will be completed in 
February with final touches, including seating 
and planting, to take place in March.

Works nearing completion near Hurstbridge

Photo MATTHEW QUICK

Wendy and Russ Read, photo supplied
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Flying Operation JERICHO

ON FEBRUARY 18, 1944, nine Mosquito bombers 
raced at low-level toward the Gestapo prison at 
Amiens in occupied France.
Operation JERICHO was one of the most 
audacious raids of WWII, using precision 
bombing to collapse the walls to allow prisoners, 
many of them Resistance members condemned 
to death, to escape in the confusion.
The bombers arrived, the bombs fell, walls 
collapsed — and more than 250 political and 
Resistance prisoners subsequently escaped.
Now you can re-fly the daring Amiens raid for 
yourself in the flak-filled virtual skies of Digital 
Combat Simulator.
Russian simulation studio, Eagle Dynamics, has 
finally released its much-anticipated module 
of the iconic British medium Mosquito fighter 
bomber — known as the “Wooden Wonder”. 
As you would expect from the premier producer 
of ultra-realistic military aircraft simulation 
modules, Eagle Dynamics’ Mosquito is super 
detailed, sophisticated with electrical, fuel and 
cockpit systems all modelled down to the last 
switch — and comes with a hefty pilot’s manual.
It is also beautiful to look at and fly — and the 
sound of growling Merlins sends goosebumps 
up your arm.
It models one of the most prolific Mosquito 
variants: the FB VI, which was heavily armed 
with four machine guns and four cannons in 
the solid nose, making it a potent ground attack 
aircraft.
It also carried a medium bomb load and could 
be armed with air to ground rockets.
Combined with its blistering speed and tight 
handling, Mosquito FB VIs were used in various 
roles—including intruder raids, anti-shipping 
strikes, night fighting and opportunistic ground 
strafing.

All of which can be simulated in the Eagle 
Dynamics’ module.
The studio has been making quite an effort of 
late to flesh out its WWII European environment 
for players to operate the various WWII warbird 
modules.
It released a Normandy 1944 map which 
beautifully renders the towns and countryside 
of a large portion of occupied France.
Hard on that release came the WWII Assets Pack, 
which added more objects, events, and ground 
detail to the map — and the latest release is an 
English Channel Map which renders parts of 
southern England from which to mount your 
daring intruder raids.
This is one of Eagle Dynamics most nostalgic 
modules; it feels like you’re flying in a classic 
WWII movie.
It positively drips atmosphere — from the 
coughing start of the Mosquito’s twin Merlins, 
the pneumatic hiss of the parking brakes, to the 
strains of Chic Henderson on BBC Home Service 
picked up on the fully functioning radio receiver.
But it is zipping down French river valleys at zero 
feet, avoiding German airfields heading for your 
target — lines of green poplars flashing by the 
windscreen — that you start to get just a taste of 
what it must have been like.

That “suspension of disbelief” is the hallmark of 
a superior flight simulation, and DCS Mosquito 
has it in spades.
As an intruder bomber, your Mosquito shines —
although it takes concentration, skill and nerve to 
keep your head when lines of green tracer head 
toward your cockpit and puffs of flak peppers 
the sky ahead.
You twist and turn to avoid the low-level flak, all 
the while hoping you don’t get distracted and 
end up a smoking crater in some pretty French 
hillside.
For at that level, any mistake is instant virtual 
death.
So, grab your goggles, tighten your helmet and 
fold the maps — and start planning that raid 
into occupied France with Eagle Dynamics’ 
Mosquito.
Just watch out for the fighters and flak!

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with 
journalism, military and Commonwealth agency 
experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer 
simulations for more than 20 years.

PLAYER ONE

BY SAM BROWN

Image courtesy EAGLE DYNAMICS
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Small steps lead to big results

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
At this time every year, we usually look at ways 
to change our lifestyle, with losing weight and 
getting fitter being the number one New Year’s 
Resolution every year!
The problem is that it is difficult to navigate this 
journey without some specialist advice and 
guidance.
So, let’s look at how to help you achieve success 
and avoid some of the common pitfalls that 
derail your goals.
Firstly, the most important thing to consider 
is to get advice and guidance from a qualified 
professional.
There is a huge amount of information on the 
internet and social media.
But when it comes to our health, it is essential 
to get accurate information from qualified and 
experienced professionals.
The task ahead can often feel like a huge 
mountain to climb when seeking lifestyle 
modifications.
This journey is far more achievable when we 
make a plan that includes manageable steps and 
a clear progression plan.
If you just look at the end goal, which for example 
may be to lose 10kg — that is a big goal, and it is 
very easy to become frustrated and lose focus.

Lifestyle modification takes a long term 
commitment.
There are five key factors that you need to 
manage when it comes to improving your health.
Finding the right balance between your exercise 
and nutrition are two big pieces of the puzzle.
Exercise must include aerobic conditioning 
(cardio) and strength work to achieve the best 
outcomes.
Strength is key to muscular and skeletal integrity, 
metabolic health and brain function.
Nutrition intake should include a balance of 
foods from all the nutrient groups for optimal 
health.
Hydration is also crucial for optimal health.
Minor levels of dehydration, which can often 
be overlooked, can cause issues such as fatigue, 
poor focus, headaches and dizziness.
These symptoms can make us feel unwell and 
interrupt our daily lives, so try monitoring your 
water intake and ensure that your body is getting 
enough water to function well.
Sleep patterns play a big part in our health.
Research on poor sleep impacts reveals that 
physical and cognitive function are significantly 
impacted when we do not get enough rest.
Significant levels of stress and fatigue lead to 
reduced function, poor choices and a negative 
impact on our mental health.
Ideally, we should aim for 6–8 hours of sleep 
each night.
Ways to improve our sleep patterns include 
avoiding caffeine and alcohol for several hours 

before bed.
Avoid having technology devices in the bedroom 
and keep the room cool, as a hot environment 
often makes sleep more difficult.
Our mental health is also a significant factor 
that needs attention for our long-term health 
and happiness.
The last two years have posed a significant 
challenge for most, with higher anxiety and 
distress evident across the generations.
What is important is learning to recognise and 
monitor your mental health.
Acknowledge when you feel vulnerable and seek 
ways to improve your coping mechanisms.
It’s also essential to ask for help when you need it.
Talk to someone, whether that is family, friends 
or a professional.
Optimal health is achieved by keeping these five 
elements in balance.
Change is possible by making a plan that 
includes steps for progression and allows for 
plateaus.
When you reach a plateau, don’t give up, take a 
deep breath and keep moving up.
Whilst there will be frustration, each step forward 
helps us reach the destination.
Health and happiness are the rewards for effort.

ABOUT JANE
Jane is the owner/operator of Fitness energy 
in Park Orchards — Jane and her team offer a 
variety of sports training services.

FITNESS

BY JANE KILKENNY

Nillumbik supports home grown arts

A UNIQUE Nillumbik residency program is 
proving home is where the art is.
13 home-grown artists have been selected 
to share in $30,000 in funding as part of the 
Nillumbik Artist in Own Residence Program.
Developed in response to the continuing 
challenges of COVID-19 for local arts, the culture 
economy, creatives and creative organisations; 
the program’s aim is to provide commission 
opportunities for Nillumbik artists and creatives 
from their own home, studio or unique space.
The program not only supports a range of 
innovative community-focused projects, but 
helps strengthen connections and boosts morale 
in difficult times.
Projects range from art exhibitions, installations 
and performances, to workshops in ceramics, 
landscape art, drawing and puppetry.
The selected artists include projects from 
across the shire, and in a diverse range of 

media, everything from lace and clay, to music 
compositions.
Mayor Frances Eyre said it was wonderful to 
see many fantastic artists in our community 
who want to work with and support the local 
community.
“There’s some really great projects, I’m so 
impressed by the breadth, strength and diversity 
of projects,” Cr Eyre said.
“It’s exciting on all accounts — exciting for artists 
who can expand their artistic practise within 
their community, exciting for the community as 
they can interact with new and emerging artists, 
and exciting for Council to build on these new 
relationships with local artists in 2022.”
Residencies have been selected according to 
their creative merit, ability to positively impact 
the community and contribution to an overall 
program that is diverse and vibrant.
Council is also supporting the additional costs 
associated with ensuring artists applying 
with a disability can successfully engage with 
the program and that the creative works are 
accessible for audiences with disability.
For more details the of supported projects go to 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/own-residence.

PHOTO SUPPLIED

Heyoka Theatre



JANUARY 202216M&N BULLETIN


