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WARRANDYTE MOUNTAIN 
B i k e  C l u b  ( M T B 3 1 1 3 ) 
members JOZICA KUTIN,
N A T A L I E  PA P E Z  a n d 
KARINA VITIRITTI continue 
to the compile the best of 
Warrandyte MTB3113 trail 
r ides in and around the 
Warrandyte area.

Th is is the eighth ride in the 
series.

These trails,  printed in 
the Warrandyte Diary, will 
eventually be turned into a 
book of local mountain biking 
trails.

Candlebark Park — 
Rainbow Route 27.8km

Total distance: 27.8km
Elevation gain: 398m
Maximum elevation: 113m
Surfaces: Sealed roads, fi re roads, bike 
paths, and single tracks.
Rating: Intermediate — the single 
tracks in Candlebark Park are a great 
place to test your MTB skills.
Facilities: At the trailhead you’ll fi nd 
cafés, restaurants, pub, bakery, toilets, 
BBQs and playgrounds.
Enroute you’ll find toilets, picnic 
facilities, Petty’s Orchard Café and 
BBQs. 

Th is ride takes you from Warrandyte 
to the start of the Main Yarra Trail, and 

into Candlebark Park, then back again 
to Warrandyte. 

Th e start of the ride is at the Whipstick 
Gully Gospel Chapel carpark (the 
MTB3113 Trailhead).

0km: Map Point 1— MTB3113 
trailhead

Head out west, away from the shops, 
past the Warrandyte Dairy, along the 
river and cross the wooden bridge 
over Andersons Creek into Taroona 
Reserve.

Ride through the carpark, veering 
right onto the bitumen Everard Drive.

It’s a gentle climb with the Yarra 
River on its way to the city on your 
right.

At  1.7km you’l l  come to the 
intersection with Warrandyte State 
Park — Pound Bend and Pound Road.

Here it’s a left hook turn onto Pound 
Road — gently rolling down with the 
steep hill ahead of you — but we’re 
avoiding that by taking the fi rst right 
(this is Hutchinson Avenue — there’s 
no sign).

K e e p  c l i m b i n g  a n d  a t  t h e 
T-intersection with Naughton Avenue 
turn left, then right onto Pound Road.

Take Pound Road all the way to 
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road where 
you’ll see the bike path on your right 
— hop on.

3.1km: Map Point 2
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road 

bike path
Zoom on down the bike path all the 

way to Warrandyte High School.
Don’t cross at the lights but stick to 

the same side of the road/path, cross 

Alexander Road and ahead you’ll see a 
gravel service lane – make your way to 
that track avoiding the shoulder of the 
busy road (you’ll see a gravel covered 
pipe that you can cross over).

The gravel road then turns into a 
grassy slope along the house fence 
lines.

Take the high single track along the 
fence line, riding under the powerlines, 
to Beasley’s Nursery carpark (fun steep 
drop to roll down at the end).

5km: Map Point 3
Beasley’s Nursery and Tea House
Here you’ll find coffee, toilets, 

a garden centre, playground and 
carpark.

Meander through the carpark and 
the link to the Main Yarra Trail is 
behind the playground.

Once you hit gravel, you’re offi  cially 
on the Main Yarra Trail.

6.9km: Map Point 4
Dogs on Leash and Ridgeline 

segment
After riding past the houses on your 

left you’ll approach a fence line with a 
very clear “Dogs on Leash” sign, scoot 
up the singletrack on your left – and 
escape the crowds on the Main Yarra 
Trail — this is known as the Ridgeline 
segment.

Follow the track keeping left and up, 
until you drop back down on to the 
Main Yarra Trail (7.7km now) watching 
out for walkers and riders on the trail.

At 7.9km you can turn left to Petty’s 
Orchard for coff ee, toilets, pastries and 
organic fruit and vegetables (you’ll be 
coming past here again).

9.1km: Map Point 5 (Red)
Entry to Hans Loop – 

Candlebark Climb
Continue to follow the Main Yarra 

Trail,  passing the orchards and 
crossing a small concrete bridge. You 
will soon reach a fork on the trail, turn 
left and head uphill, up the wide fi re 
trail — this is the Candlebark Climb 
segment.

At the top of the short climb take the 
fi rst single track on your right — known 
as Drop the Hammer.

Traverse along the lower section of 
Candlebark parallel to the Main Yarra 
Trail rounding up to the segment 
known as “Dickenballs” then brace 
yourself for the tight switchbacks 
(Hans Climb) then keep left after the 
fi nal switchback.

You’ll fi nd yourself at a fi re road.
10.9km: Map Point 6 (Orange)

Fire road – Hans Climb
Turn right onto the fi re road, then 

right again onto the fi rst single track.
You’ll end up winding your way 

through the trees, (Tree Switch) at 
the fork, go right, looping around, but 
don’t worry if you miss it (at 11.6km).

You will eventually pop out again on 
the fi re access trail, there is a lone fence 
post (12km) with two cable tensioners 
hanging off  it.

12km: Map Point 7 (Yellow)
Lone Fence Post with Tensioners
Take the single track downhill — 

right, wind your way up and down and 
around and around until you get to the 
fi re road where you’ll see a fence, blue 
pump-thingy, and fi re hydrant.

12.5km: Map Point 8 (Green)
Fire road – Fence, blue pump, fi re 

hydrant
At this intersection with the fi re road 

take the single track straight ahead 
— you are now on your way to the 
dentist…wind your way up and down, 
switching left and right and at about 
12.7km there’s a fork in the tracks 
(we’ll end up back here later), go left
heading down where you’ll drop down 
to cross a small spillway from the dam 
(12.8km), climb straight up until you 
get to an open fl at area.

12.9km: Map Point 9 (Light blue)
Hans Loop – Th e Dentist 

Interchange
You’ll be back at this section after 

visiting Th e Dentist — so have a look 
around and note the single track going 
up the hill, for now, we’re heading 
to Th e Dentist so hug the track right 
and head downhill — now we’re 
heading towards another dam (Up 
the Backside).

Pass through another fence line and 
now the fun begins.

Th e Dentist is a nice bit of downhill 
fl owy track (keep an eye out for the 
re-homed Apple Peel freeway art, 
kangaroos and riders riding up (why?) 
Th e Dentist.

15.2km: Map Point 10 (Dark blue)
End of Th e Dentist – 

Fenceline Climb
Like all visits to the dentist there was 

no pain and it ends on a high (and also 
in this case at some old farm fencing).

If you need to go to the toilet (or the 
Main Yarra Trail), this is your chance to 
pop out to Westerfolds Park, otherwise 
we’re continuing our exploration of 
Candlebark.

Yup, we’re climbing back up from 
whence we came, to the Hans Loop 
interchange — map point 9.

Climb up along the fence line and 
basically keep to the right, especially 
at about 15.7km (the dam is on your 
right), keep right to head down to that 
dam overfl ow crossing again, heading 
back up to the interchange again.

15.9km: Map Point 9 return 
(Purple)

Hans Loop – Th e Dentist 
Interchange

If you’re feeling all cock-a-hoop you 
could do Th e Dentist again — go back 
to clean and polish your technique 
— but for now it’s time to fl oss your 
way up, up, up some tight twisty bits 
(Switched Up) — and we’re going to 
fi nish Hans Loop.

16.3km: Map Point 11 (Purple)
Fire road – Pine Trees

After that climb through those 
switchbacks (or switchups) you’ll pop 
out at a farm fence line — this time an 
actual farm — lined with enormous 
pine trees of the radiata kind.

Follow the fi re road downhill toward 
the little dam ahead (Dam Drop) but 
before the berm and dam, do a hairpin 
turn left then down to another fi re road 
(16.7km), you’ll see two yellow posts 
on your right.

Go right — back up through the trees 
— coming out of the native forest back 
to the row of pine trees, following the 
single track as it veers left and you’ll 
come to the gravel fi re road.

17km: Map Point 12 (Purple)
Fire road – powerlines — Th e 

Electrician
Cross the gravel fire road, and 

then go hard right (straight ahead is 
Th e Electrician – but we’ll skip that 
segment for now) and continue until 
you hit that gravel fi re road again.

Turn left and stay on it for about 
20 metres then hit the red dirt single 
track on your right where you’ll end 
up in the Rock Garden where it’s a bit 
techy — downhill at fi rst then some 
tight rocky uphill switchbacks fi nally 
fl attening out, where the track takes 
you either down (Granny’s Demise) or 
across — we’re going across.

17.7km: Map Point 13 (Purple)
Granny’s Demise

At this point if you look up the tree 
trunk, you’ll see a sign Granny’s 
Demise and a red H indicating Hans 
— fi rst sign we’ve seen the whole route.

Going down left is the shortcut 
— but this isn’t an IKEA showroom 
— we’re seeing everything, so head 
off straight across to a new section 
of tracks, eventually you’ll fi nd your 
way, curving down left riding along a 
narrow dam wall, passing the bottom 
end of Granny’s Demise, through the 
Snake Pit and toward the Candlebark 
Climb where this all started.

18.6km: Map Point 5 (return)
Entry to Hans Loop – Candlebark 

Climb
By the time you get here, you might 

be a bit dizzy, so at the Main Yarra Trail 
here you’re going right.

You could continue exploring the 
tracks, or just head back for coffee 
(Petty’s Orchard is now at 19.7km 
mark). 

At 20km pop back up along the 
Ridgeline for some more single track.

20.7km: Map Point 4 (return)
Dogs on Leash and Ridgeline 

Segment
You’ll join the Main Yarra Trail again 

at the end of the Ridgeline segment 
(you’ll come fl ying down so be wary 
of traffi  c on the MYT).

Courteously ride along the bike path 
approaching Beasley Nursery, but once 
you are on that network of footbridges 
at the junction take the footbridge 
right, along the baseball fi eld, ending 
up at Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road 
(you’re avoiding Beasley’s carpark).

22.7km: Map Point 13
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road – 

Baseball Field
Cross the road here — there’s a 

refuge island — and head left along the 
path along the road (if you went right 
you’d be on the Mullum Mullum Trail 
following our Blue Route).

Ride past the caravan park and up 
the steps — you’ll have to carry your 
bike up here unless you’re an awesome 
MTB stair climber.

Follow the single track high up on 
the ridge heading toward home and 
avoiding the traffic on Warrandyte-
Heidelberg Road.

Cross the road at the pedestrian 
crossing at Warrandyte High School 
and take the bike path all the way to 
Pound Road.

24.7km: Map Point 2 (return)
Pound Road

Take Pound Road left off the bike 
path, and now just zooooom on down 
and get some bitumen-based speed 
(just don’t end up in the Pound Bend 
tunnel).

At the end of Pound Road turn right 
onto Everard Drive.

Just before the Taroona Reserve 
carpark you’ll see a nice drop down 
to the dirt track (thereby avoiding the 
busy carpark) and cross the brown 
wooden bridge riding along the Yarra 
River Reserve shared, yes shared, path.

Stay high on the path, passing the old 
Dairy back to the MTB3113 trailhead.

27.8km: Map Point 1 (return)
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark — MTB3113 Trailhead

See that wasn’t so bad, you’ll never 
complain about going to the dentist 
again.

Warrandyte trail explorer
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