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To market, to market
Well Warrandyte, no matter what  life has thrown at us, we have come though it. Pandemics, storms, earthquakes, 
termite swarms and blackouts — over the last eighteen months, our resilient little village has weathered them all. 
We were leaders in the State’s vaccination rates and have been just as quick to resume as normal a life as possible, 
now that the restictions have eased. Warrandyte is seeing a return to sport, restaurants, school and shopping.   
Our famous market resumed after months of virtual trading to bumper crowds of happy shoppers — and even 
happier stallholders.      Photo BILL McAULEY
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back in play — Page 31      
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The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands 
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acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people continue to play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra 
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked 
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became 
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established 
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river 
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were 
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian 
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural 
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has 
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression 
of that spirit.
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... Subscribe now
warrandytediary.com.au 
to sign up to our mailing list

Get the
Warrandyte Diary  
straight to your inbox

Next issue of the Diary will be published Monday, December 6, 2021.  
Advertising and editorial copy closes Friday, November 26, 2021.

We return to our roots and 
sif t through the Warrandyte 
Diary archives to find out how 
Warrandyte has changed (or 
hasn’t at all) over the past 50 
years.

November 1, 1971

FIRE APATHY WORRIES 
BRIGADE CHIEFS

Lack of interest by local residents is 
disturbing officials of Warrandyte’s three 
fire brigades.
As another summer approaches, the bushfire 
peril is with us again. 
Already, senior Country Fire Authority officers 
have warned that because of the unusually 
lush spring undergrowth, this could be a bad 
year for fires.
If Warrandyte is threatened, will we be 
ready?
The only organised protection for our area is 
given by the CFA brigades.

These are volunteer organisations relying on 
CFA and locally-owned equipment for fire-
fighting power.
A leading Warrandyte fire officer said last 
week that CFA equipment and assistance 
is only retained while local brigades follow 
carefully laid down procedures and minimum 
standards.
Mr W. Couche, 3rd Lieutenant, North 
Warrandyte Brigade,  is  als o de eply 
concerned at the apathy, not only among 
residents, but also among signed-up brigade 
members.
“I am concerned and disheartened at the lack 
of able bodied men who take an active interest 
in the protection of their own properties and 
families and the community in general,” Mr 
Couche said.
“I know my feelings are endorsed by our 
Captain, Jack Stringer, First lieutenant Bruce 
Day and other brigade officials and members. 
I feel sure that the other brigades in the area 
would support my sentiments.
“I am the first to recognise that many men 
in the district have heavy occupational and 
community commitments; but we are all busy 
men, and as Warrandyte is probably one of the 
most fire-prone areas in the world, awareness 
and organised protection are of paramount 
importance.
Householders must play their part in 

reducing the fire risk.  
Make sure garden hoses are in good 
order, clean out spouting, cut down long 
undergrowth and dispose of all inflammable 
material close to and underneath the house.
Councils will be issuing their usual warning 
notices to landholders, instructing them to 
clean up vacant blocks.
Doncaster & Templestowe Council have again 
appointed Mr W R Riddell as proper officer.  
Mr Riddle as captain of South Warrandyte Fire 
Brigade is a highly experienced fire protection 
officer and has the council authority to issue 
notice and direct the removal of fire hazards.
In preparation for the coming fire season, local 
brigades will take part in a two-day exercise to 
be held throughout the region on Saturday and 
Sunday November 13 and 14.
Crews will be required from 12 noon until 
midnight on Saturday, as well as all day 
Sunday.
The exercises will include all emergency 
services, such as Civil Defence Victorian 
Emergency Reserve, police and ambulance 
services.
All residents of the district must come in 
behind the brigades and support them to 
the utmost. 
Local firemen may be helping to save your 
life and property this summer.
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Devastation on Harris Gully Road
By SANDI MILLER
I GOT AN INKLING of something 
concerning going on when my phone 
rang on the afternoon of Saturday, 
October 16.

A distraught resident, who wanted 
to remain nameless, telephones me 
speaking of “mass destruction” of 
habitat occurring a property in Harris 
Gully Road.

The scale, she reported to me, was 
such that they could not possibly have 
a permit for it.

She reported that large digging 
machines were pushing down trees 
like they were twigs, which until 
moments ago has been habitat for 
possums, sugar gliders, owls, and a 
myriad of other wildlife.

She told me that she had taken to 
Facebook to report the issue, but had 
been howled down by people telling 
her to “mind her own business” and 
that it was probably perfectly legal.

Council had been called repeatedly, 
but there was no one available on the 
weekend to attend.

This, she remarks, was probably why 
the works were being carried out on 
the weekend, and made them all the 
more suspicious.

Having been out of Warrandyte on 
Saturday on another project, I spent 
Sunday checking out the site for 
myself.

Indeed, large bulldozers and other 
equipment were busily working away 
on the hill pushing over ancient trees 
that form habitat for our animal 
friends, and form much of the reason 
those of us that live here love where 
we live.

I met Mick on the side of the road, 
who had been mounting his own vigil 
on Harris Gully Road, bearing witness 
to the horror unfolding on the hill.

He too had repeatedly called the 
after-hours number for Council, and 

the Police, and taken to social media.
The Police, he told me, had attended 

the site, but had been unable to 
intervene as it was a Council matter.

Council had still not had anyone able 
to attend.

The phone at the Diary, continued 
to run hot, with calls from residents 
reporting the activities of the excavator 
crew.

“Work happening on a Sunday is 
suspicious in itself.”

“No one could possibly have a permit 
for that”.

In an email to the Diary, some 
neighbours, who have also requested 
to remain anonymous, said they had 
approached the workers in an attempt 
to get clarity around their activities and 
intentions, and were met with hostility 
and had to call the police when threats 
were made:

“We approached the property to 
investigate and to ask the excavator 
operators if they had a permit for the 
felling.
One operator verbally abused me and 
intimidated me physically.
After this interaction we remained 
outside the property.
We contacted the Manningham City 
Council at 10:52am to report the 
matter and find out if there was a 
permit.
The first operator told us a ranger 
would come out shortly, so we waited 
off site.
We also contacted Victoria Police 
(at 11:03) due to the threatening 
behaviour from the excavator 
operator.
After multiple calls to the Manningham 
number we ascertained, by the 
differing responses from the call centre 
operators, that Manningham City 
Council do not have an after-hours 
response to this type of incident — 
dangerous dogs yes, but 20 acres 
of tree clearing on properties with 
environmental significant overlays 
– NO.
Why not? is the question.

This operation to remove as much 
flora and fauna as possible appears to 
have been maliciously carried out on a 
Sunday (three large machines working 
quickly) to avoid detection.
Why does Manningham Council not 
have an on-call Ranger for serious 
issues for the Green Wedge after hours?
What is the point of a Green Wedge 
if it can’t be protected other than on 
weekdays? 
This is the second time this has 
happened.
B o t h  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  a r e 
approximately 20 acres.
We gave up our whole day on Sunday 
desperately trying to get assistance 
from Manningham Council and the 
Police to prevent the destruction of all 
those trees and habitat and we were 
threatened by the machine operators.
By the time a representative from 
Manningham finally came it was too 
late, the destruction had been done.
By the time we got home we were 
exhausted, appalled and somewhat 
scared by the threatening behaviour 
of the excavator operator (he spat at 
me and threatened to damage my car).
We were also incredibly frustrated 
and disappointed that Manningham 
Council does not provide Rangers/
Authorised Officer on call seven days 
a week to deal with these issues in 
sensitive Green Wedge areas.
The destruction of trees and habitat on 
this property is appalling.
Who is going to check if there is any 
injured wildlife?
What is the point of having a Green 
Wedge if it is only protected Monday 
to Friday? 
Neither Manningham Council nor 
the police were able to assist in a 
timely manner so what are residents 
supposed to do in situations like this?
We urge Council to follow this up with 
the property owners and the excavator 
company and we appeal to Council 
that they assign Authorised Officer on 
call seven days a week for issues such 
as this so it doesn’t keep happening or 

there won’t be any green wedge left!”

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  F a c e b o o k 
community had finally come to the 
party with the Warrandyte Business 
and Community Network lighting up 
with multiple posts from members 
concerned about the tree felling.

I spent some time researching the 
status of any permits for works to be 
carried out at the site, and was unable 
to find anything, so I contacted Council 
to get a definitive answer.

I asked council:
• To confirm there has been no 

permit issued to fell in excess of 50 
trees on that property.

• If that is the case, what action can 
and will council take regarding the 
infringement?

• What can and will council do to 
make the property owners restore 
the habitat?

• What should residents do when 
they suspect such illegal activity 
is taking place, especially on the 
weekend?
Yarra Ward Councillor, Carli Lang 

advised me she had set a Council 
response in motion and had also taken 

the matter up with the EPA. 
I  re c e i v e d  a  s t at e m e nt  f ro m 

Manningham’s Director City Planning 
and Community, Angelo Kourambas.

Mr Kourambas said Council is aware 
of significant vegetation removal that 
occurred at a private property in Harris 
Gully Road on Sunday, October 17.

“In response to concerns from 
residents, officers attended the site 
and an investigation into the removals 
has commenced.

“Officers will take appropriate 
action once the investigation has 
concluded and the facts of the matter 
are established,” he said.

This leaves open the question of 
what concerned residents should do 
to prevent such devastation occurring 
in the future.

It appears currently landowners 
can remove vegetation by stealth, 
seemingly without a permit, and with 
no one on-call to stop them.

Given it will take 50–100 years to 
replace the habitat, there is no way of 
effectively rehabilitating the land.

A fine, no matter how large, will not 
bring back what has been lost.

editorial

Welcome to the vaccinated economy
By JAMES POYNER
WARRANDYTIANS were celebrating 
the easing of restrictions this month 
as the State reached its 70 per cent and 
80 per cent double vaccination targets 
within one week of each other, and 
ahead of schedule.

F r i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 9  b r o u g h t 
metropolitan Melbourne in line with 
restrictions in regional Victoria and 
there is no longer any limitations on 
travel within the state.

Under Phase C, the limit on the 
number of people who can gather 
outside, in a public space, is increased 
to 30, including dependents, but it is 
still capped at 10 per day for in-home 
visits.

Indoor community sport can begin 
as well as seated, indoor dining for 
fully vaccinated in pubs, cafes, and 
restaurants, under the four-square-
metre density quotient (4DQ) and up 
to 500, fully vaccinated, and seated, 

outside with 2DQ.
Hairdressing, beauty, and personal 

care is open to fully vaccinated, and all 
other retail has reopened.

The mask mandate has also changed, 
and masks are no longer required 
outside, although masks are still 
needed indoors.

A pint, a parma  
and a day at the market

In what felt like Groundhog Day for 
this writer, Grand Hotel, Warrandyte 
and Member for Warrandyte Ryan 
Smith marked the return to pub dining 
with a ceremonial pulling of the first 
pint by Mr Smith, almost a year to the 
day when the pub last celebrated a 
triumphant reopening.

The Grand has allocated the public 
and sports bar for “walk ins” and is 
taking bookings for lunch and dinner, 
but for groups between four and 12, 
and must be booked through their 
website.

V i s i t  t h e  h o t e l ’s  w e b s i t e  a t 
grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au for 
the most up-to-date information 
on how to book and minimum 
requirements.

The first weekend in November also 
saw the return of Warrandyte Riverside 
Market.

As one of the largest markets in the 
eastern suburbs and with all stall 
holders fully vaccinated, locals saw the 
familiar return to crowded Warrandyte 
streets as the market attracted crowds 
from across Melbourne.

Long way to go
This may feel like the end of the 

pandemic, but it is not.
Case numbers in Victoria are still 

well above 1,000 and your vaccination 
status will directly impact where you 
can and cannot go for months ahead.

Remember, if you have symptoms, 
get tested and isolate until you have 
a result.

Ryan Smith MP pulls the first beer (again)



4 Warrandyte Diary NOVEMBER 2021



NOVEMBER 2021 Warrandyte Diary 5

Shifting the electoral boundaries
By SANDI MILLER
VICTORIA’S ELECTORAL Boundaries 
Commission (EBC) has released 
new State electoral boundaries to 
come into operation at the next State 
election in November 2022.

The EBC report, tabled in Parliament 
in October, includes the boundaries of 
each State district and region, and 
an explanation of how and why each 
change was made.

The EBC took account of the 127 
written and 25 verbal submissions 
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  V i c t o r i a n 
community when preparing the 
final boundaries, which led to several 
key changes from the proposed 
boundaries.

The boundaries for Warrandyte have 
changed with the eastern boundary 
taking in more of Wonga Park uniting 
the electors of Park Orchards within 
Warrandyte District, while in the 
west, areas of Doncaster East have 
been incorporated into the district 
of Bulleen.

The Report noted that Warrandyte 
District was well under quota, at 10.69 
per cent below the district average.

The Commission decided to extend 
Warrandyte District east to gain 
4,091 electors in Chirnside Park from 
Evelyn District, south-east to gain 
4,241 electors in Ringwood North 
and the remaining share of Park 
Orchards from Croydon District, and 
south to include 4,853 electors also 
in Ringwood North from Ringwood 
District.

The EBC said it also considered it 
appropriate to retain Warrandyte 
North within the district, “as the 
community ties of Warrandyte North 
tend to face south towards the locality 
of Warrandyte and its surrounds”.

These additions took the electorate 
over quota, but this was balanced by 
the loss of electors to Bulleen District, 
which brought Warrandyte District 
well within quota at 5.47 per cent 
above the district average.

The EBC is an independent statutory 
agency made up of the Chief Judge 
of the County Court, the Electoral 
Commissioner and the Surveyor 
General. 

The Victorian Electoral Commission 
provides administrative and technical 
support to the EBC. 

Electoral Commissioner Warwick 
Gately said he was pleased with the 
level of engagement in the process.

“Redivisions are a key part of 
Victoria’s electoral system, as they 
ensure fair representation and an 

equal voice for all voters in State 
elections,” Mr Gately said.

Comparing the existing boundaries 
with the new boundaries, a total of 
910,384 electors (21.28 per cent of 
all electors) have been transferred to 
different districts.

The redivision has also replaced 
nine existing districts with nine new 
ones.

Earlier this year, the augmented 
Electoral Commission for Victoria 
announced the outcome of its 
deliberations on the names and 
boundaries of the 39 Federal Electoral 
Divisions in Victoria.

The Hon. Justice Susan Kenny AM, 
the presiding member, thanked the 
individuals and organisations who 
contributed to the redistribution.

“A l l  w r i t t e n  o b j e c t i o n s  a n d 
comments, as well as the information 
presented at the online inquiry, have 
been carefully considered in deciding 
the final names and boundaries,” 
Justice Kenny said.

The Division of Menzies covers 
Warrandyte and surrounds, and 
shares boundaries with the proposed 
Divisions of Casey, Chisholm, Deakin, 
Jagajaga, Kooyong and McEwen. 

In 2025, the Division of Menzies is 
projected is 112,720 electors, which 
is less than the minimum number 
of projected electors required by the 
Electoral Act.

Menzies therefore had to gain at 
least 289 electors, or up to 8,485 
electors, for it to fall within the 
permissible range for the maximum 
and minimum number of electors in 
an electoral division at the projection 
time.

The ECB has moved the southern 
boundary of Menzies to incorporate 
areas of Blackburn, Box Hill and 
Mitcham, while to the north areas 
of Kangaroo Ground, Research and 
Eltham will be folded into Jagajaga.

A small area of Warranwood will be 
incorporated into Deakin.

The changes were gazetted at the 
end of July, and the new boundaries 
will be used at the next Federal 
Election, which is due to be held 
before August 2022.

The full report and an interactive 
map of the new State electoral 
boundaries are now available to 
view on the EBC website ebc.vic.
gov.au
The new Federal boundaries 
can be viewed on the Australian 
Electoral Commission’s website 
aec.gov.au.

New Mayor elected  
for Manningham

By SANDI MILLER
THE ANNUAL passing of the baton for 
the position of Manningham Mayor 
has been held and Councillor for 
Westerfolds Ward, Michelle Kleinert 
was elected to the position for 2021/22.

Cr Diedre Diamante was elected 
Deputy Mayor.

Cr Kleinert thanked the outgoing 
Mayor Andrew Conlon and Deputy 
Mayor Anna Chen, as well as fellow 
councillors, as she donned the Mayoral 
Robes in a ceremony in Council 
Chambers. 

“I do not take this position lightly, 
recognising that it is a robe that is 
borrowed, many have worn it before 
me and many will wear it after me,” 
she said. 

She reflected on the tough year that 
has just past and said that Council has 
done extremely well in these difficult 
times, “and together we will bounce 
back”.

She committed to holding to the 
mantra “Be Kind”, as she pledged to 
work on Bully Zero, the Council Plan 
and Council’s advocacy around the 

State and Federal elections.
“I pledge to serve with energy and 

devotion; there is much work to be 
done in this coming year, and I am very 
excited about it,” she said.

C r  L a u r a  M a y n e  l e d  t h e 
congratulations for the incoming 
Mayor, noting Cr Kleinert’s hard work 
and welcoming demeanour.

Cr Carli Lange thanked the outgoing 
Mayor and welcomed the new Mayor.

“I know you will be able to climb over 
any challenge that comes your way,” Cr 
Lange said.

The Council then acknowledge the 
outgoing Mayor, Cr Conlon.

Former Deputy Mayor, Anna Chen 
said: “On behalf of the residents of the 
municipality a motion of appreciation 
be recorded for the outgoing mayor, 
Andrew Conlon”.

She said, in an extraordinary year due 
to COVID, Cr Conlon demonstrated 
great leadership, is fair, cares about the 
community, and always has a positive 
attitude.

The elections for the Mayor of Nillumbik 
will take place on November 24.



6 Warrandyte Diary NOVEMBER 2021



NOVEMBER 2021 Warrandyte Diary 7

Gathering the evidence to fix 5-Ways
By SANDI MILLER
A COLLISION IN September gave 
rise to renewed calls for safety 
improvements to be considered for 
the 5-Ways intersection in South 
Warrandyte.

The intersection of Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road/Croydon Road/
Husseys Lane and Brumbys Road in 
Warrandyte South, known locally as 
5-Ways, is a State controlled arterial 
road managed by the Department of 
Transport (DoT).

It has been the site of a number of 
vehicle crashes and incidents, with the 
most recent collision between a car and 
a truck seeing a young woman airlifted 
to hospital with serious injuries.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew 

Conlon said Council joins residents’ 
concerns about the ongoing risks 
associated with this intersection and 
are continuing to advocate to have 
this fixed.

“I know many of you have tried 
to have this situation improved for 
years and thank you for your ongoing 
commitment,” he said.

Prior to the Pandemic Lockdown, 
congestion at the intersection often 
saw drivers queuing for extended 
periods to exit Croydon Road during 
morning and evening peak time, a 
situation that is expected to return as 
we open up.

Manningham Counci l  says  i t 
continues to urge DoT to undertake 
improvements.

“DoT tell us that they don’t have 
enough evidence to move this road 
work up their priority list,” a Council 
spokesperson said.

Council is urging people to help them 
by reporting their experiences at the 
notorious intersection.

Visit the Your Say Manningham 
website to provide details of your 
experiences of using 5-Ways, including 
any accidents or near misses that you 
have been involved in or witnessed, 
and Council will share this information 
with DoT to support its efforts in 
ensuring this dangerous intersection 
is fixed.

yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/5-
ways.

Prepare properties as fire season looms
WI TH PARTS 
OF VICTORIA 
already having 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
days of higher 
fire risk, now is 
the time to start 
preparing your 
property, CFA 

Chief Officer Jason Heffernan has 
warned.

While the most recent seasonal 
outlook for spring, released in late 
August by the Australasian Fire and 
Emergency Service Authorities Council 
(AFAC), shows parts of Victoria are 
forecast to have a wet spring, warm 
and windy days will bring an increased 
fire risk.

The outlook has predicted strong 
grass growth and the potential of 
increased grassfire conditions once the 
vegetation dries out — especially in the 
Wimmera and the Mallee fire districts 
which are likely to have an above 
normal fire potential during spring.

Fortunately, strong winter rainfall 
means the fire season activity is 
expected to be below normal across 
the eastern, north-east, central ranges 
and Otway Ranges, with a reduced risk 
of campaign bushfires in forested areas 
of the state.

However, Chief Officer Heffernan 

warned property owners still had a 
lot of debris to clear following winter 
storms.

“Now is the time to start preparing 
yourself and your property for the fire 
season,” he said. 

“Victoria is one of the world’s most 
bushfire-prone areas, and even a 
normal fire season presents a high risk 
to communities.” 

Chief  Of f icer  Heffernan said 
Victorians who planned to “leave 
early” — that is the night before or 
morning of a high-fire risk day — 
should also prepare their property. 

“Preparing your property means 
you minimise the chance of property 
damage during a fire, even if you plan 
to leave early.

“Houses have been lost from things 
as simple as embers landing on a 
doormat left out,” he said.

“A big clean-up before the fire season 
can make a huge difference to the 
safety and survival of your home in a 
bushfire.

“If burning off as part of preparing 
your property, make sure you check 
for local restrictions, monitor weather 
conditions — particularly wind — and 
always register your burn-offs.” 

Once a Fire Danger Period has been 
declared in your local government 
area, you need to apply for a permit at 

firepermits.vic.gov.au. 
Visi t  cfa.v ic.g ov.au  for  more 

information about bushfire planning 
and preparation, and about leaving 
early.

Tips for preparing your property: 
• Prune tree branches so they are not 

overhanging the roof or touching walls. 
• Replace mulch near the house 

with less flammable alternatives like 
pebbles. 

• Keep grass shorter than 10cm. 
Regularly remove leaves and twigs 
from around the house. 

• Don’t have large shrubs in front of 
windows or glass doors. 

• Before leaving early, make sure 
you remove all flammable items from 
around your home — including the 
doormat! 

• Check that your home and contents 
insurance is current and includes 
a level of cover in line with current 
building standards and regulations. 

Keeping burn-offs safe and legal: 
• Check fire restrictions with your 

local council. 
• Register your burn at firepermits.

vic.gov.au or by calling 1800 668 511. 
• Check and monitor weather 

conditions — particularly wind — on 
the day of your burn and the few days 
after it as fires can flare up several days 
after a burn-off in windy conditions. 

• To avoid unnecessary calls to 
emergency services, notify your 
neighbours beforehand. 

• Leave a three-metre fire break, free 
from flammable materials around 
the burn. 

• Have sufficient equipment and 

water to stop the fire spreading and to 
extinguish it. 

• Never leave a burn-off unattended  
— stay for its entire duration. 

• If your burn-off gets out of control, 
call ‘000’ immediately. 

Fuel load a concern in Warrandyte State Park
By RYAN SMITH, 
MEMBER FOR WARRANDYTE
AS MOST LOCAL residents know, we 
need to maintain a constant vigilance 
against the risk of bushfires in our 
backyard.

I have always been a strong supporter 
for a greater program of planned 
burning and other fire prevention 
measures in the Warrandyte State 
Park, particularly following the 2014 
Warrandyte Fire.

There are now less than two months 
until the official start of the Fire 
Danger Period, and it is particularly 
concerning that there has been limited 
mitigation works to prepare us against 
the potential risks.

Recent questioning of the State 

Government has provided us with a 
brief history of the hectares (ha) which 
have been treated in the surrounding 
Warrandyte State Forest:

• 2014/15 — 13.8 ha
• 2015/16 — 9.8 ha
• 2016/17 — 0 ha
• 2017/18 — 21.2 ha
• 2018/19 — 4.1 ha
• 2020/21 — 1.1 ha

This totals around eight per cent, over 
six years, of the 586 hectares of our local 
state forest.

The recommendation of the Black 
Saturday Royal Commission was 
to significantly increase the level of 
planned burning and other bushfire 
mitigation work in order to avoid the 

devastation and the tragic deaths of 
that terrible day from ever happening 
again.

At the time, these recommendations 
were supported by all political parties.

In taking that expert advice I, as 
the then Environment Minister, 
implemented that recommendation 
of increasing fire mitigation works 
across the state.

In recent years, the commitment to 
the Commission’s recommendations 
by the current government has fallen 
well short of the promises made a 
decade ago.

Last year I tabled a petition in 
Parliament, with almost 1,500 local 
signatures, calling on the government 
to commit to a greater effort to reduce 

fuel loads within the Warrandyte State 
Park.

Unfortunately, it fell on deaf ears.
Residents do not need to walk more 

than five metres off Gold Memorial 
Road to see the massive build-up of the 
ground fuel that is so prevalent across 
the State Forest.

This ground fuel represents the 
potential risk of bushfire and exposes 
houses to ember attack, putting lives 
in danger.

I write, not to alarm residents, but to 
raise awareness and highlight the need 
to have an active and practiced fire plan 
as we lead into summer.

Ensure you are prepared for the 
upcoming fire danger period and put 
the safety of you, your family and, 

where you can support them, your 
neighbours first at all times.

Bushfire Resilience Inc. is to be 
commended for holding a number 
of free informative webinars in 
collaboration with the CFA and other 
industry experts.

I highly recommend you visit their 
website to view these webinars. 

I will continue to support the local 
community in urging the government 
to do all it can to limit bushfire risk.

I welcome any discussion local 
residents would like to have regarding 
this issue, including views on the best 
way to tackle this vitally important 
issue.

At the core of the matter, it is about 
keeping us all safe.

Photo courtesy CFA Media
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Concept plans released for Jumping Creek Road
By SUSAN FOREMAN
THE CONCEPT plans for the remainder 
of the Jumping Creek Road upgrade are 
now complete, with the detailed design 
process to be undertaken in late 2021 
and works commencing in late 2022.

Council is planning to invest over 
$17.9M over five years to upgrade 
this major road that will  see a 
reconstruction of the full length of the 
road from Ringwood-Warrandyte Road 
in Warrandyte to Homestead Road in 
Wonga Park.

Council says it will also advocate 
to the State and Federal Government 
for further funding for this road and 
associated detours.

Stage 1 of construction works were 
completed last year, and Council has 
now presented the concept plans for 
the remainder of the road upgrade.

Throughout the development of the 
concept plans, Council has obtained 
feedback from the community and 
worked closely with the Jumping Creek 
Road Community Reference Panel.

Outgoing Manningham Mayor, 
Cr Andrew Conlon said that these 
concept plans were developed with the 
community and would be another step 
towards the upgrade of this important 
road.

“Manningham Council is proud to 
be another step closer to upgrading 
this road which will  see safety 
improvements as well as increased 
vegetation, a mixed-use trail, wildlife 
protection measures, improved road 
useability and an upgrade to the 
township intersection and streetscape,” 
Cr Conlon said.

“We thank those who had input into 
the design of the concept plans and we 
look forward to commencing works on 
this important project.” 
To be kept up-to-date with this 
project, please visit 
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
jumping-creek-road-upgrade.

Your say Treescape not streetscape
Dear Diary,

Can we trust an urban/suburban 
council  with the upgrade of the last of 
our “undeveloped” street scapes and 
bushland remnants?

After Knees Road development which 
now looks a bit like an unclothed ex-
lover, although are there trees to come 
for covering and shade? 

Council should not let the same street 
scape designers loose on Jumping Creek 
Road; but they already have. 

Stage one is a million-dollar, far-too- 
expensive-for-what-we-have-got waste, 
and a waste-land, with few “safety 
improvements”. 

Stop now and rethink the treatment of 
stage two Jumping Creek Road Please!

Less concrete, roll over curbs, asphalt 
please, a thirty-centimetre strip of green 
for a footpath; come on? 

It will be an unmaintainable dust bowl 
in summer, no space for pathways for 
walking, riding, horse riding, prams, kids 
etc. insensitive treatment of trees and 
treescape and no space for replacement 
of the carbon sinks destroyed and no 
space for replacement treescapes. 

Concrete/concrete/concrete! 

Does somebody in Council own a 
concrete batching plant?

More heat, more glare, more boring, 
less attractive, more likely to encourage 
speed away careless driving! 

Expensive counter-productive!

Does anyone agree?

Bob Poppins
Wonga Park

Manningham aims for 
Net Zero emissions target
By SUSAN FOREMAN
MANNINGHAM Council adopted new 
climate mitigation targets to ensure a 
sustainable future for the community at 
the October Ordinary Council Meeting.

Councillors spoke passionately about 
our responsibility to future generations 
and the importance of climate action 
raised at the recent community panel.

The targets adopted by Council were:

• Net zero emissions by 2028 for 
Council operations, and

• net zero emissions by 2035 for the 
Manningham community.

These inspiring targets are well ahead 
of targets that the Victorian and Federal 
Governments have set.

The Victorian State Government has 
announced community targets for a 
45–50 per cent reduction on the 2005 
level of emissions by 2030, and net zero 
by 2050.

The Federal Government is aspiring to 
net zero by 2050.

Outgoing Manningham Mayor Cr 
Andrew Conlon said that he was proud 
to be part of a Council and community 
leading the way towards a more 
sustainable future.

Cr Conlon said, “Our community 
wants to see increased action to combat 
climate change.

“Manningham Council has committed 
to climate mitigation targets that 
will result in significant and wide-
ranging benefits for the Manningham 
community.” 

He said Manningham Council has 
already delivered many initiatives over 
the last decade to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions.
These successes have included the 

introduction of:
• energy efficient streetlights, 
• a low emission Council transport 

fleet, 
• solar power, and 
• green power purchasing and a wind-

powered electricity supply through 
the Victorian Energy Collaboration 
(VECO).
The new climate mitigation targets 

will require a range of actions to reduce 
Council and community emissions to 
meet the targets set for 2028 and 2035.

All actions will be determined based 
on being best value, economically 
prudent, environmentally viable and 
technically proven.

From 2022 to 2023, the first steps 
towards achieving the targets will 
involve Council’s consideration of:
• expanding the VECO program to 

switch more of Council’s electricity 
accounts across to emissions-free 
wind-powered electricity, and

• switching main roads streetlights to 
energy efficient light emitting diodes 
(LEDs).
These actions are incorporated into 

a Climate Emergency Action Plan 
and Environment Strategy that has 
been developed and intended for 
community consultation and formal 
Council adoption in 2022.
More information about Council’s 
work towards climate mitigation 
can be found at manningham.
vic.gov.au/reducing-council-
emissions.

Not this!

This please!
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THE CLIMATE IS hotting up — and 
not just in terms of temperatures on 
land and sea, or because the bushfire 
season is upon us. 

Climate politics is running hot – 
both here at home with the Morrison 
government finally committing to 
net zero emissions by 2050, and 
internationally with the international 
climate change meeting in Glasgow 
currently underway (COP26). 

This year’s climate summit is the 
most important meeting since Paris 
in 2015. 

It will likely determine whether we 
can achieve the emissions reductions 
needed this decade to avert a climate 
catastrophe. 

Make no mistake — failure in 
Glasgow will affect us all.

In our home-town of Warrandyte, 
failure assures that the intensity and 
frequency of many of the hazards we 
already face — including bushfires and 
storms — will increase.

F u r t h e r  a w a y ,  i n  p o o r e r 
neighbourhoods around the world, 
climate action this decade is a matter 
of life and death, especially for women 
and children on the frontlines of the 
crisis. 

For them, the climate crisis is already 
wreaking havoc on their lives and 
livelihoods, acting as a risk multiplier 
upon existing shocks and stresses 
— from poverty and precarious 
livelihoods, to hunger, disease, and 
conflict.

For children, the impacts are 
especially confronting. 

A landmark report this year from 
UNICEF noted that almost every 
child on Earth is affected by either 
an environmental or Climate Change 
hazard. 

Of these, almost 820 million children 
(over one third of children globally) are 
currently highly exposed to heatwaves, 
920 million children to water scarcity, 
and 600 million children (over 1 in 
4 children globally) to vector-borne 
diseases such as malaria.

A Save the Children report from a 

month ago echoes these findings, 
stating that children born over the last 
year will, on average, face more than 
seven times the number of scorching 
heatwaves during their lifetimes than 
their grandparents.

Australian Prime Minster Scott 
Morrison has been widely criticised 
for his inability to address the climate 
crisis. 

The very recent commitment to 
achieve net zero by 2050 is seen as 
too little too late, especially when the 
world needs shorter-term 2030 targets. 

Morrison is not alone as an Australian 
Prime Minister lagging behind on 
climate action — he is just the latest 
leader in a twenty-year history of 
turbulent climate politics that has 
taken the “heads” of three others 
(Rudd, Gillard and Turnbull).

So, what now? 
Will Morrison be able to avoid 

becoming a global climate pariah? 
Will he advance Australia towards 

a meaningful target by 2030 now that 
the hurdle of 2050 has been overcome? 

Action on cl imate  change in 
Australia means no new coal, gas, or 
oil developments. 

It is highly unlikely that the man 
who brought coal into parliament in 
2017, saying, “Don’t be afraid, don’t 
be scared, it won’t hurt you, it’s coal” 
can provide effective leadership on 

climate. 
The action we so desperately need, 

therefore, supports the call for another 
change of leadership. 

Next year’s election may or may not 
bring this. 

And what of the Glasgow meeting? 
Governments must put forward 

concrete commitments and plans to 
keep the planet under 1.5 degrees of 
warming.

Current national plans (known as 
nationally determined contributions) 
set our world on track for 2.7 degrees 
of warming. 

We need to reduce emissions by at 
least 50 per cent by 2030, but under 
these plans we would only see a 7.5 

per cent reduction globally — meaning 
that as things now stand, we are far 
from achieving what’s needed to avert 
a climate catastrophe.

The next couple of years will decide 
our fate. 

In Australia we have the democratic 
duty of choosing our leaders.  Let’s 
choose the ones that care about our 
children’s futures — the ones that act 
on climate.

Charlotte Sterrett is a member of 
local climate change action group 
WarrandyteCAN 
Find them on facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
warrandytecan

Longer tunnel for North East Link
By SANDI MILLER
THE NORTH EAST LINK project 
will  deliver a longer tunnel to 
Watsonia, a new tree-lined boulevard 
for Greensborough Road and more 
than 50 MCGs of new, revived and 
reconnected parklands, with the major 
contract now awarded.

Premier Daniel Andrews announced 
the awarding of the tender and some 
minor changes to the Major Road 
project, saying, on top of boasting 
Victoria’s longest road tunnels, the 
North East Link Program will overhaul 
the Eastern Freeway with six express 
lanes from Chandler Highway to 
Middleborough Road.

He said the project will also deliver 
Melbourne’s first dedicated bus 
way, complete the Ring Road in 
Greensborough and build a North 
East Trail with more than 34 kilometres 
of walking and cycling paths — nine 
kilometres more than originally 
planned.

The North East Link tunnels will also 
be 1.9 kilometres longer than originally 
planned, reducing disruption during 
construction and creating more room 
for parklands and wetlands including 
a ten-hectare community park along 
Banyule Creek in Yallambie.

Mr Andrews said projects like these 
are exactly what our economy needs 
right now.

“And will deliver faster journeys and 

more choice for where Victorians want 
to live, work and spend time with those 
they love,” he said.

Manningham Council released a 
statement, saying it welcomes the 
announcement and looks forward to 
working with them to achieve best 
outcomes for our community.

“Council has played a key advocacy 
role in the planning of North East 
Link to ensure sports and recreation 
improvements, improved sustainable 
transport options, tree revegetation 
plans and traf f ic  management 
outcomes amongst many other 
opportunities and impacts, the Council 
statement said.

Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew 
Conlon said he looks forward to 
continuing to work with the State 
Government on this major project 
in Melbourne’s north-east  and 
advocating for our community’s 
interests.

“Our community deserves the best 
and I look forward to seeing the 
project designs and ensuring there 
are benefits for our residents, with 
minimal impacts, as far as practicable, 
during construction and beyond,” Cr 
Conlon said.

He said the recent announcement 
is a step in the right direction and it is 
pleasing to see that Council’s voice has 
been heard and some of its concerns 
appear to have been addressed. 

Council said it will provide further 
feedback to North East Link on various 
aspects of the project, once it has 
had an opportunity to review design 
concepts, including:

• the design of the Manningham 
Road interchange, 

• noise wall designs along the 
interface of our local roads and 
homes, and 

• the bus-way design and Park and 
Ride facilities along the corridor 

C r  C o n l o n  s a i d  C ou n c i l  wa s 
particularly pleased with the news 
regarding walking and c ycling 
infrastructure along the corridor as 
well as additional wetlands and a 
cultural precinct.

“We also understand the 300-year 
old tree at the Manningham Road 
interchange has been saved as part of 
the plans, which is great news,” he said.

He said Council will continue to 
advocate for the redevelopment of 
the lost Bulleen industrial precinct as 
employment land as well as ensuring 
the lost open space (passive and 
active recreation) is mitigated and / 
or replaced.

“In regards to Bulleen Park, we will 
be seeking further information on the 
southern portal and the Yarra Link 
green bridge design and hope that this 
will also go towards mitigating the loss 
of open space along the NEL corridor.

“In addition we will be closely 
monitoring noise and air quality 
impacts of the project,” Cr Conlon said.

Council said it will provide further 
feedback to North East Link and the 
community once Council Officers and 
Councillors have had an opportunity to 
review designs early in 2022. 

More information about how Council 
is advocating for our community on the 
North East Link project can be found at 
manningham.vic.gov.au/NEL.

The Premier announced The Spark 
consortium has signed a $11.1 billion 
Public Private Partnership contract, 
subject to financial close, that locks 
in a 25-year deal to build, operate and 
maintain the tunnels, with tolls to go 
back to the state.

Premier Andrews said the tunnelling 
package alone will generate 8,000 jobs, 
with thousands more jobs for the rest 
of the North East Link program.

“A project the size of North East Link 
doesn’t come around very often.

“It’s been long talked about — and 
is the largest ever investment into 
Melbourne’s north-east — supporting 
10,000 jobs,” he said.

As construction begins the project 
will continue to work closely with the 
community, with opportunities for 
locals to comment on local elements 
of the design for their area when local 
plans are exhibited from next year.

A Voluntary Purchase Scheme 

will also be offered to homes most 
impacted by construction and design 
with further details to be released as 
the project progresses. 

Meanwhile the project has begun 
an  early tree planting program, with 
more than 400 trees planted across six 
council parks and reserves near the 
Eastern Freeway.

The indigenous and native eucalypts 
and wattles have been planted with 
Ma n n i n g h a m  a n d  W h i t e h o r s e 
councils in Katrina Gully Reserve, 
Doncaster, Morris Williams Reserve, 
Bulleen, Heatherdale Creek Parklands, 
Mitcham, Memorial Park, Box Hill 
North, R.E. Gray Reserve, Nunawading 
and Slater Reserve, Blackburn North.

Trees planted in Whitehorse Council 
parks were grown from seeds collected 
locally.

Nearly 800 responses to a community 
survey last year helped decide the 
locations for planting.

Local parks and reserves were two 
of the most popular locations to 
plant trees, with people asking for 
indigenous and native species to be 
planted wherever possible.

More than 1,500 trees have been 
planted for our early tree planting 
program so far, with more to come.

Early construction works are also 
well underway, and the project will be 
complete in 2028. 

Don’t COP out on Climate Action
By CHARLOTTE STERRETT,
WarrandyteCAN

green edge
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Pool barrier safety deadline extended
By SUSAN FOREMAN
ACKNOWLEDGING the challenges, 
the Victorian Government has given 
pool and spa owners more time to get 
safety barriers inspected and certified 
as compliant.

Minister for Planning Richard Wynne 
extended the deadline for owners 
to lodge certificates of pool and spa 
barrier compliance with their local 
council, in recognition of the limited 
opportunity for building inspectors 
to visit homes during the pandemic.

The first certificate lodgement 
deadline will be extended from 

November 1, 2021 to June 1, 2022, 
with subsequent lodgement deadlines 
also moved back to June 2023 and June 
2024 respectively.

Therefore, pools and spas built 
before: 

• June 30, 1994 require certification 
by June 1, 2022

• April 30, 2010 require certification 
by June 1, 2023

• October 31, 2020 require 
certification by June 1, 2024.

This extension acknowledges the 
extra pressure that coronavirus 

is placing on families, as well as 
the challenge of finding building 
practitioners to inspect and certify 
safety barriers and fix any identified 
non-compliance.

Minister Wynne said while it remains 
vital for owners to take necessary steps 
to ensure the safety of their pools and 
spas, it makes sense to extend the 
certification deadline given current 
circumstances.

“Meeting the safety standards for 
private pools and spas is a small 
ask with potential ly  l i fesaving 
consequences — these regulations 

will save lives and will help prevent 
children drowning in backyard pools.”

In December 2019, the Government 
amended the Building Regulations 
to introduce new requirements to 
improve the safety of private swimming 
pools and spas.

The regulations include requirements 
for owners to register their swimming 
pools and spas with their local council.

The registration deadline was 
November 1, 2020 and any owners who 
have not yet registered their pool or spa 
are encouraged to make an application 
to council as soon as possible.

Failure to register may attract a 
council infringement notice of up to 
$363.

Owners must also have a registered 
building surveyor or inspector certify 
the continuing compliance of their 
safety barrier every four years.

Drowning is the most common 
cause of preventable death for young 
children and in Victoria most fatal 
drownings of young children occur in 
backyard swimming pools.
For more information on the 
Victorian Government’s pool safety 
reforms, visit vba.vic.gov.au.

Catch up with important news and events from across 
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte 
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

Nominate for Nillumbik Australia Day Awards

THE 2022 NILLUMBIK Australia Day 
Award nominations are open.

Council wants to hear about the 
inspiring people in the Nillumbik 
community who deserve recognition.

Mayor Peter Perkins said with a 
national theme of ‘Reflect. Respect. 
Celebrate’, the awards are a time for 
Australians to come together and 
celebrate the achievements of local 
heroes while acknowledging and 
reflecting on our nation’s past, present 
and future.

The 2022 categories are: 

• Nillumbik Young Citizen of the Year 
(12-25 years)

• Nillumbik Senior Citizen of the 
Year (60 years and over)

• Nillumbik Volunteer of the Year
• Nillumbik Community Group of 

the Year 

The highest score received from all 
individual award categories will be 
awarded the 2022 Nillumbik Citizen 
of the Year.

Cr Perkins said Council looks forward 
to hearing about the hardworking 
members of our community whose 
efforts should be publicly commended.

“Whether you know someone who 
has worked behind the scenes for 
many years, or someone who stood up 
to help their community throughout 
COVID, we want to hear about them,” 
Cr Perkins said.

“We’re looking for inspirational 
people who volunteer their time 
or labour for the benefit of other 
members of the community,” he said.

“ Ta k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  s u b m i t  a 
nomination for the chance to get 
one of Nillumbik’s unsung heroes 
recognised.”

The awards will be presented 
at Nillumbik’s Australia Day and 
Citizenship Ceremony on Wednesday 
26 January 2022. 

The event will be held at Eltham 
Community and Reception Centre 
and will be livestreamed on Council’s 
website. 

Nominations for the 2022 awards 
close on Sunday 28 November. 

For more information and 
to nominate someone, visit 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ausday Mayor Peter Perkins with the 2021 Australia Day Award recipients. 
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THE CLOCK STRUCK 11:59pm on 
October 21 and the surrounding hills 
reverberated to the sounds of That’s 
Freedom. 

John Farnham’s bank account spun 
out of control. 

Move over Adele and your highest 
streamed song on release of all time, 
Farnsy and his 1990 classic was back 
in town.

The concept of being able to leave 
the house, just because, was so 
overwhelming that I almost didn’t. 

But then I did, at a more middle-aged 
friendly time, after a good night’s sleep. 

W h e re  d i d  I  g o  w i t h  a l l  m y 
unrestricted-anywhere-in-Melbourne 
freedom? 

To the supermarket. 
Yep. 
To the same place I’ve gone to. 
Every. 
Single. 
Day
No offence Quinton’s but you 

weren’t my ultimate choice for my 
Freedom Friday Dinner, you weren’t 
my penultimate choice. 

After spending approximately, a 
millennia on the phone and running 
up a Telstra bill that would single-
handedly pay for a 5G tower at the 
footy oval, I could not get a booking 
at any restaurant I want to eat at — or 
any restaurant I didn’t want to eat at.

As I dejectedly scrape duck poo and 
abandoned eggs off the bottom of 
the pool in the unexpected scorching 
springtime sunshine, reality hits me. 

Ten people that I don’t live with could 
come over for a swim. 

We could eat, drink and converse. 

We could babble incoherently to each 
other for as long as we like.

That is how I found myself gliding 
down the unidirectional aisles of 
IGA, hands sanitised, vaccination 
passport on my Services Victoria app, 
throwing a random assortment of food, 
alcohol and some more alcohol in what 
appeared to be a liturgical dance that 
was part Footloose and part Bad Moms 
with a dash of your favourite drunk 
auntie at a wedding thrown in.

By five o’clock the house was primed. 
It had been cleaned to the barest 

minimum so DHHS wouldn’t be called, 
grass cut so people could find the 
house, drinks were cooling, the BBQ 
was heating, tunes were pumping and 
the stray pigeon I’d found floating in 
the spa had been disposed of. 

I was ready to re-enter the game of 
social life. 

After a nap. 
My flurry of exuberant activity had 

left me spent before my night had 
even begun. 

When the first set of knuckles rapped 
on the front door, like a phoenix rising 
from the ashes, I arose from my coma, 
ready to embrace my role as the hostess 
with the leastest.

With air kisses from a socially 
distanced 1.5m it was just like the 
reunion episode of The Real Housewives 
of Warrandyte apart from the collection 
of mid-size Japanese SUVs, board 
shorts and thongs.

Slouching out on the decking in 
the balmy evening air, tummies 
full, champers glasses suspiciously 
unable to remain full, kids in the 
pool, my kookaburras cleaning up 
any remaining food detritus, easy 
conversation flowed.

It truly is the little things in life, could 
life get any better? 

I mean sure, we could all be sitting in 
a private villa floating over the Indian 

Ocean in the Maldives getting waited 
on hand and foot, but I’ll take a manky 
house with self-service on the banks of 
the Yarra for now.

Speaking of little things, turns out 
the first night of socialising wasn’t only 
confined to the humans of Melbourne. 

The memo had gone out for the 
annual maturing of the flying termite 
colony. 

Some 38,459,621 of these wee 
beasties swarmed into our hair, up 
our noses, down our shirts, drank our 
beverages and drowned in the pool. 

Our night had become as relaxing 
as giving birth on the side of the road.

As I deliriously collapse into bed, face 
aching from the incessant grinning, 
vocal cords pulsing with overuse and 
my heart throbbing with happiness 
I reflect on the words from our local 
Driza-Bone and Akubra wearing, 
glorious golden feathery mullet headed 
musical maestro:

“It’s all love is about,
This opening up and letting out,
Let freedom ring…
That’s Freedom”

Freedom Day brings the hordes to town

By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado

Ode to Masks off in Victoria (outside of course)
Sing, Sing a song of Joy

For Masks are off in Victoria
Let’s celebrate this time 

With joy and lots of euphoria
Now we can smile and greet one another

Greet one another as Aussies do
With a g’day, good morning and how are you?

Sing, Sing a song of Joy
For Masks are off in Victoria

Let’s celebrate this time 
With joy and lots of euphoria

By Lynette Hayhurst — Sing to the tune of Ode to Joy
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The river connection flows on
By BILL McAULEY
THERE IS A creative spir i t  in 
Warrandyte, a place where many 
p e o p l e  hav e  a  t a n g i b l e  s o u l -
connection to a river of beauty.

The beauty of our river valley is 
palpable; it inspires local painters, 
potters, writers, sculptors, architects, 
builders, educators, musicians and 
poets. 

Once they are exposed to this 
creative energy it’s an undeniable 
force and spreads between the artisan 
folk of our river valley. 

Creativity creates more creativity.
It’s a chicken and egg conundrum. 

Were the artists attracted to the area 
or were they activated by the arty vibe 
once they were here?

I was lucky growing up here during 
the 50s and 60s. 

Warrandyte was a different place to 
the triple fronted brick veneer suburbs 
that surrounded it and I for one, was 
most certainly inspired by the artistic 
community of Warrandyte. 

I still am.
T h e  K o o r n o n g  S c h o o l  w a s 

established in bushland near the 
flowing waters of the Yarra in North 
Warrandyte. 

It was a progressive educational 
facility run in the 1940s by headmaster 
Clive Nield who boldly proclaimed it 
to be, “a new school for young citizens 
of the modern world”.

Nield and his wife Janet envisioned a 
co-educational school with teachers, 
pupils  and the domestic  staff 
working in a community spirit for the 
emotional, physical and intellectual 
development of the children.

Warrandyte, with its abundance of 
avant-garde artists and writers in the 
community was a perfect place to 
establish such a progressive facility.

Sadly, the dream was short lived 
when a chronic lack of finances forced 
the school to close in 1947. 

Soon afterwards a bushfire swept 
through the area and destroyed nearly 
all the school buildings. 

Not all was lost. 
The idea of establishing an artistic 

precinct at Koornong was continued 
when artist Danila Vassilieff, [a 
foundation art teacher at the Koornong 
School] built a house of stone and logs 
that he named Stonygrad.

Vassilieff was considered to be the 
father of Australian Modernism and 
a member of the Angry Penguins 
a modernist literary and artistic 
movement that sought to shake up 
the entrenched cultural establishment 
of Australia.

Stonygrad became a focal point for 
the Angry Penguins as well as many 
other local artists. 

Once again,  there was much 
intellectual and subversive thought 
flowing through the Warrandyte air.

After Vassilieff died, his ex-wife 
Elizabeth, an Australian artist, writer 
and peace activist, continued on at 
Stonygrad. 

She ran weekly art classes at the 
studio, which was built above the 
original building made of stone and 
wood.

As a teenager in the 60s, I attended 
weekly art classes at Stonygrad and 
every Saturday I rode my bike up the 
long hill to Osborne Road and then 
cruised down the steep hill to the 
Stonygrad studio. 

There I  spent  the afternoon 
learning painting technique and 
compositional values under the 
tutelage of Elizabeth [Betty] who was 
known to one and all as the black 
widow because many of her ex-
husbands had passed on.

Sometimes Betty would allow me to 
go downstairs into the old Stonygrad 
building and I will never forget 
being inspired by Danila Vassilieff’s 
building style. 

He had built the living room right 
into the hill. It was like being in a cave 
and the walls of the living room were 
natural rock. 

It  was ver y excit ing and my 
imagination ran wild because I was 
in such a hallowed space. 

After all, this was the room where 
a group of Australia’s most famous 
avant-garde painters and writers had 
sat together and chewed the fat.

I was disappointed when Betty 
shooed me back upstairs to my easel 
to paint more mundane pictures of 
trees, mountains and rivers. 

The subject matter of my paintings 
may have been banal, but it was 
too late for me, I had already been 
bitten by the creative bug that my 

environment had provided and it 
was only a matter of time before I 
would get an opportunity to spend 
my lifetime career in a creative line of 
work which for me was photography 
and music.

Betty Vassil ieff,  a  confirmed 
socialist, later married famous left 
wing unionist Pat Mackie and I 
remember him walking around 
Warrandyte during the years of the 
Vietnam War with a red cap perched 
cheekily on his head. It was a pretty 
blatant and daring thing to do in 
front of the conservatives, because 

the whole town thought that the 
red cap stood for communism and 
communism was a very dirty word 
when half of Australia believed in the 
Domino Theory, and that Vietnam 
was only a halfway point for the 
advancing Chinese communists on 
their way to take over our beloved 
Australia.

Potters Cottage was another huge 
creative influence in Warrandyte. 

In 1958 the old Potters Cottage 
was bought by a newly-formed 
co-operative comprising five local 
potters: Reg Preston, Phyl Dunn, 
Artec Halpern, Gus McLaren and 
Charles Wilton. 

Later Sylvia Halpern, Elsa Ardern, 
Kate Janeba and Peter Laycock joined 
the group.

After moving to its present site, 
‘Potters’ expanded to include a 
gallery, a busy pottery school and 
the well-known Potters Restaurant.

This group were a gentle influence 
on the kids growing up here with 
their clay marked faces and casual 
manners and dress. 

We knew that an artistic future was 
possible. 

The success of our own Potters 
Cottage was proof of that! 

The restaurant was a social hub and 
many Warrandyte kids would go on 
to have their wedding receptions at 
“Potters”.

Many journalists made Warrandyte 
their home and one senior journo, 
John Lahey gave me my first break 
into journalism when he helped 
me gain employment as a cadet 

photographer at the Melbourne Age 
in 1969. 

Half a century later, after a lifetime 
in images, I find myself back in 
Warrandyte, a place where my family 
has responded to the magic in the air 
since 1856. 

We’ve been living in this special 
creative place for over 155 years.

Seven generations of my family have 
felt the “connection to place” that our 
longevity has provided. 

My Great-Great  Grandfather 
William Masterson built the stone 
schoolhouse at Warrandyte Primary 
School in 1875.

Since then, the following generations 
of my family have learnt to read and 
write in the same classroom.

I can best explain my family’s 
connection to  War randyte by 
recounting a story

Exactly a year to the day after my 
father Ralph died, my sister Sue and 
brother Jamie brought his ashes down 
to the river.

We tipped his ashes into the running 
water near the township and in a 
matter of seconds they became one 
with the main body of water that was 
rushing past us. 

The grief of my father’s passing was 
instantly assuaged when his ashes 
dissipated into the brown water of 
the Yarra and began their long and 
winding journey to the sea.

This is my Warrandyte, a creative 
and inspiring place with a tangible 
soul-connection to a river of beauty.

Potters Cottage c.1958 — Research Road Warrandyte
September 30 1961 — All ready for Professor Zelman Cowen 
to open the new Potters Cottage

Danila Vassilieff constructing 
Stonygrad 

Photo: ALBERT TUCKER,
courtesy SLV
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Patricia (Pat) Craker (nee Loh)
November 2, 1929–October 9, 2021

By Margaret Abbott
MY DEAR sister Pat Craker passed 
away peacefully after a long illness on 
October 9, 2021, aged 91.

She and her husband Stan had 
both been raised in Warrandyte and 
attended Warrandyte Primary School 
as did their four children, Phillip, 
Trevor (George), Neville and Lindsay. 
Some of their life story was featured 
in the Warrandyte Diary, April 2015 
and also in Bill McAuley’s Warrandyte 
Treasures book [see below].

Pat’s occupation before marriage was 
a dressmaker and I fondly remember 
that when I was a young girl she 
made me a very pretty blue and white 
seersucker dress  seersucker being the 
‘in’ fabric at the time, which I loved 
and wore many times. She always 

maintained an interest in whatever I 
was doing in my life.

Pat had a lifelong girlfriend who 
lived on the property next to us named 
Betty Andrew and they would walk to 
the Warrandyte Primary School each 
day, a distance of about 5 kilometres. 
Both families were horrified when 
they found out that they had taught 
themselves to swim in the Yarra.

After her husband Stan retired from 
work they purchased a motorhome 
and travelled extensively throughout 
Australia eventually returning to 
Warrandyte to the property Pat grew 
up on, until illness forced her into 
hospital and finally to an Aged Care 
Facility in Warragul.

She will be sorely missed by Margaret 
Abbot, brother in law Neil and Aunty 
Pat to Pamela, Malcolm and Brian and 
their families.

Resting peacefully.

obituary

By BILL McAULEY
ONE OF Stan Craker’s first memories is 
from another age that takes him back 
to the 1930s, the time of The Great 
Depression. 

In those days Warrandyte had no 
electricity and relied on gas streetlights 
to illuminate the township. “I can 
remember the street lighter making his 
way up Yarra Street at dusk and lighting 
each of the gas street lights,” Stan says. 

“Some of the lampposts were situated 
near the bridge, outside Hussey’s 
place, near Charlie Jones’s house and 
on the corner of Everard Drive.” 

Stan came to Warrandyte in 1933 
when he was a five-year-old boy. 

One year later, Patricia Loh also came 
to live here when she was only four. 

Both youngsters would go on to 
attend the local stone-built primary 
school. 

Did the couple realise their destiny 
was to spend their life together? 

“No way,” Pat says with a big grin. 
“Stan was one of the big boys at 

school and I didn’t like him then.” 
Young Pat used to walk three and a 

half miles (5.5kms) to school through 
the paddocks from the family farm in 
Alexander Rd. 

Stan came to school each day from 
the other end of town up near Jumping 
Creek Rd. 

His father George worked as a cooper 
at the brewery in Abbottsford. 

The happily married couple has 
fond memories of their school days at 
Primary School No.12. 

“We used to get up to some mischief,” 
says Stan. 

“The boys used to catch grasshoppers 
and set them free in the classroom. 

“When the girls started screaming, 
we boys would catch the insects and 
take them outside. 

“It was a great way to get out of class. 
“A teacher asked one of the boys what 

they did with them when they took 
them outside. 

“Train them,” said one of the wittier 
lads. 

“Another ploy to avoid class was to 
‘accidentally’ lose the school’s cricket 
ball. 

“The teacher would send us out of 
class to ‘find’ the ball and of course it 
would be ages before we did, more free 
time roaming the bush.” 

Pat remembers walking a billycan 

full of milk all the way to school from 
Alexander Rd. 

“It was to make cocoa for the class on 
cold days,” Pat says. 

“It’s a wonder there was any milk left 
by the time I got to school because I 
used to whirl the billycan around my 
head as I walked along.” 

Regardless of the long distance she 
had to walk to school every day, Pat 
remembers only being late for school 
once during all those years. 

She left school when she was 14 after 
achieving her merit certificate and 
began her first job picking cherries for 
seven and six a week. 

“And boy it was hard work, too,” Pat 
says with a sigh. 

“And then I went into the rag trade in 
Flinders Lane and stayed there until I 
was married.” 

Stan went on to study at East Kew 
Central School. 

“I left Warrandyte on a bus at eight 
in the morning and sometimes didn’t 
make it home until nine o’clock at night 
because the old buses broke down 
constantly,” Stan says. 

“And we used to stuff our hankies 
in the cracks in the roof when it was 
raining to stop the water dripping 
down on our faces.” 

Stan started work when he was 
14 at Radio Corporation in South 
Melbourne where he “got ten shillings 
a week”. 

“But the trouble was the fares to work 
cost eight shillings a week, so I only got 
two bob a week in my pocket,” he says 
with a grin. 

“Fortunately two bob went a long 
way in those days, a pie was four pence 
with an extra penny for sauce and a 
milkshake was sixpence.” 

Pat eventually fell in love with Stan, 
one of the big boys from the primary 
school and they married in 1950 at the 
registry office. 

They lived on the farm in Alexander 
Rd for a while but eventually built a 
bungalow on three acres that Stan’s 
father gave them. 

The land was near what is now 
Warran Glen Nursery. 

Three years later a procession of 
young Crakers began arriving at the 
home and they were all boys. 

Stan and Pat had produced half a 
cricket team with their four boys. 

The batting order is Phillip, now 60, 
followed by Trevor 58, Neville 56 and 
Lindsay 50. 

The boys all followed Stan’s passion 
for cricket and at one time or another 

Stan played for Warrandyte Cricket 
Club with all of his sons. 

“They were all pretty good cricketers, 
too,” Stan says with great pride. 

“And we all took at least one hattrick 
during our time as Warrandyte 
cricketers.” 

Stan began a long association with 
the local CFA in 1941, just two years 
after Warrandyte was devastated by the 
unstoppable 1939 firestorm. 

During that fire, both Pat and Stan’s 
parents’ homes were burnt out. 

Stan was second lieutenant of 
Warrandyte CFA for many years and 
fought the ’62 bushfires. 

Fortunately the Crakers’ home 
tsurvived this time. 

Stan was awarded the Queen’s Police 
and Fire Brigade Medal for long service 
and good conduct. 

“That entitles me to put QFM after 
my name,” Stan says. 

“Not that I do,” he quickly added. 
The Crakers have been married for 65 

years and have seven grandchildren, 
ironically enough for a couple who 
had only boys, six of the seven 
grandchildren are girls. 

They also have one great-grandchild 
at this stage. 

These days, Pat, now 85, stays busy 

with house duties and reading books 
because most of her kids and their 
families live interstate. 

Stan, 87, plays lawn bowls for 
Donvale in both the Saturday pennant 
and Tuesday competition. 

After a lifetime of being in Warandyte 
the Crakers wouldn’t live anywhere 
else. 

“We love the good clean air and 
where else could you go up to the local 
IGA and bump into people you went to 
school with over 80 years ago.”

This story first appeared in the 
Diary in April 2015 and in the book 
Warrandyte Treasures

Warrandyte Treasures: 
Stan and Pat Craker

tribute

Photo: BILL McAULEY
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By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

The insidious Acclimatisation Society

AFTER SIMON Wonga assumed 
Kulin leadership in early 1850, it 
took thirteen years of struggle before 
the Coranderrk Mission Station was 
officially established in June 1863.
 William Barak was then number two 
man and Wonga had been diagnosed 
with tuberculosis the year before in 
1862. 
So leadership increasingly fell 
to Barak over the next decade as 
Wonga’s health worsened.

By the time of Wonga’s death in 
December 1874, Coranderrk had 
become the most successful Mission 
in Australia, and not just in economic 
terms. 

With the enlightened Reverend 
John Green as their front man, Wonga 
and Barak were able to sustain 
traditional culture. 

As a deliberate political strategy 
as well in tribute to John Green, 
Barak increasingly wove stories that 
showed parallels of his culture with 
Christianity.

Also as a deliberate political 
strategy, Barak forged strong and 
genuine friendships with influential 
local settlers. 

This for instance included the 
winemaker Baron de Pury, and David 
Mitchell who built many Melbourne 
cathedrals and the Exhibition 
Buildings. 

Mitchell’s daughter Helen was to 
become the world famous opera 
singer Dame Nellie Melba. 

Such people often had European 
nobility as guests, and Barak was 
always introduced as their local 

nobility.  
One such occasion when Mitchell 

was entertaining overseas guests, was 
in June 1875. 

Mitchell asked Barak to shoot some 
Indian Deer for him that had been 
released about 1870 into the Yarra 
Glen area. 

Barak subsequently shot five deer 
for about ten shillings each, and 
in doing so set in motion events 
that would threaten the survival of 
Coranderrk for the next fifty years.

The deer had been released 
by a most influential group the 
‘Acclimatisation Society of Victoria’ 
(ASV), which had formed in 1857. 

It was dedicated to enlivening the 
‘drab Australian bush’ by introducing 
many exotic plants and animals, thus 
causing wholesale destruction of 
native flora and fauna. 

The introduced species for instance 
include d starl ings,  spar rows, 
salmon, camels, angora goats, foxes, 
blackberries and rabbits.

T h e  A S V  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d 
the Melbourne Zoo in 1862 and 
envisioned establishing a ‘wildlife 
sanctuary’ in the Healesville area. 

By 1872 the Acclimatisation 
Society had begun morphing into 
the Zoological Society and in 1875 
was incensed to hear that some of its 
precious Indian Spotted Deer had 
been shot.

The Society immediately sought 
an explanation from the Board 
for the Protection of Aborigines 
(BPA), through their member, 
Robert Brough Smyth, who was also 
BPA Secretary. In 1862 Smyth had 
previously colluded with squatters 
and corrupt politicians to prevent an 
Aboriginal Reserve being established 
at Acheron. 

In 1868 Smyth tr ied to have 

Coranderrk closed and the residents 
sent to Gippsland, but he was 
thwarted by John Green. 

Smyth then undermined Green 
and finally engineered his sacking in 
August 1874. 

From that time on the conditions 
at Coranderrk deteriorated rapidly. 

To their chagrin, the Acclimatisers 
were informed that the Aborigines at 
Coranderrk had permission to hunt 
game to supplement their rations, 
so the Society decided on a direct 
strategy. 

Take over the BPA and get rid of 
Coranderrk. 

So within two weeks of learning 
of the loss of six deer in June 1875 
the Acclimatisation and Zoological 
Society had three of its members 
appointed to the BPA, and a fourth 
member two months later.

Under the hostile Board, conditions 
a t  C o r a n d e r r k  c o n t i n u e d  t o 
deteriorate, so on 18th February 
1876 Barak walked to Melbourne with 
a deputation of Elders to see James 
MacPherson, the Premier. 

MacPherson immediately launched 
an investigation into Smyth’s conduct. 

This led to Smyth ultimately 
being sacked, but the acclimatiser- 
dominated BPA simply continued 
on as before.

Not even a Royal Commission, 
launched in1877, was able to dent the 
power of the Aborigines Protection 
Board. 

It continued to fill the role of 
Secretary with people who were 
plainly malevolent to Aboriginal 
p e o p l e  a n d  w h o  t re a t e d  t h e 
succession of Coranderrk managers 
as mere puppets.

On March 22, 1881, the now 58 year 
old Barak, with a still healing broken 
leg, again walked to Melbourne with 

a deputation of Elders to see the then 
Premier, Graham Berry. 

This led to a Parliamentary Inquiry 
being launched in September 1881, 
but once more the BPA manipulated 
the outcome and nothing was 
achieved.

The population of Coranderrk 
continued to drop both through 
an increasing death rate and more 
people leaving to find gainful 
employment. 

T h e  c o n t i n u e d  p u s h  f o r 
‘assimilation’ of Aboriginal people 
then saw the so-called ‘Half Caste Act’ 
of 1886 passed, which forbade any 
mixed race Aboriginal person under 

age 35 from living on a government 
Reserve. 

It was the death knell for Coranderrk 
and Barak himself died in 1903 at age 
80. 

With only a dozen or so elderly 
people left by 1923, Coranderrk was 
closed. 

However before that, the famed 
naturalist Colin Mackenzie was in 
1920 granted 70 acres of land excised 
from Coranderrk, on which to site a 
wildlife reserve. 

It may have taken nearly fifty years 
from when Barak shot their deer, but 
the Acclimatisers had finally won.

Barak at Corranderrk

Courtesy State Library of Victoria
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The acceptance and beauty of self Making a  
“horse call”

LEARNING to accept yourself for the 
person you are is not always easy.

Neither is the acceptance that each 
one of us is uniquely beautiful.

It is possible to heal yourself and 
create the life that you truly want to 
live.

Not in the sense of financial benefit, 
but in the sense of living in your own 
abundance of love and happiness.

When you live from a place of truth 
and contentment, you become a 
magnet to the people around you.

The mind-body relationship is 
phenomenal, and it is possible to use 
your positive thought processes to 
influence some of your body’s physical 
responses.

This is not new thinking, far from it. 
Even now, if you recall a time when 

you were truly happy, contented, or 
grateful, you may notice a small change 
in your physical responses — your 
body may feel more relaxed, and your 
mind calmer?

Imagine what is possible when you 
are guided through a process to help 
you re-gain and initiate the acceptance 
of your individual strengths and 
attributes.

Looking after your mental health 
and wellbeing can directly impact 
your physical body; by addressing 
the strains and stresses that you 
experience, by changing the thought 
patterns, by becoming more positive.

This in turn may not only help with 
reducing the fears and worries of the 
mind, but may also help alleviate the 
aches and pains of the body.

When you have forgotten about your 
own unique and amazing talents or 
skills, when you stop living by your 
own values, when you try to live up 

to someone else’s beliefs, it is almost 
impossible to be content and happy in 
the full acceptance and beauty of self.

Then it is time for change.
Now is the time to re-calibrate, to 

access the person that you used to 
be, to remember how to be resilient, 
strong, and filled with self-esteem.

These lengthy months of lockdown 
may have changed how you feel about 
yourself?

Perhaps you have learned things 
about yourself that you don’t like?

Or maybe, you have become a better 
person, partner, or lover?

Initially it might be hard to gain the 
confidence to go back to work, to enjoy 
social events with friends, or even be 
the same person you once were.

So, to access your own greatest 
potential is to overcome beliefs and 
perceptions that are limiting in nature 
and holding you back.

It is possible to overcome fear, 
negative emotions, pain, and suffering.

The answers are all inside of you.
You can shift from a place of struggle 

to a place of renewed possibility.
The process demands commitment 

and trust.
There is no one-stop fix.
When you have lived through trauma, 

or with grief and loss, be kind to 
yourself. 

Give yourself permission to take time 
out, to not always be perfect in the eyes 
of other people.

Remember you are human, humans 
make mistakes, lessons are learned by 
these mistakes, but they do not always 
make a bad person.

Even a “bad person” has the ability 
to make change.

When you can truly accept and love 
the beauty of self, when you can stand 
tall in your own truth, you can hold 
your head high and know that you are 
living from that place of abundance 
and love.

So, stand in your own dignity, be 

proud of who you are.
Accept the beauty of yourself.

Stephanie Foxley has lived and 
worked in the Manningham district 
for over 20 years. 
Now relocated to Queensland she 
offers online counselling services 
via Zoom. 
Medibank, Bupa, Police Health 
Fund and Doctor’s Health fund 
accredited. 
Memberships: ACA, CCAA, PACFA
0407 921 122 
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: 1800 650 890
Coronavirus Line: 1800 020 080
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

WHY THE LONG FACE?
Terry White Chemist had a very-Warrandyte encounter recently when a 
masked rider dropped by to purchase some supplies.
Sadly, they had to click and collect, as the horse had allegedly not been 
double vaccinated.

mental health
By STEPHANIE FOXLEY 
MCouns, MACA
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Fresh Perspectives
By JANE ANNOIS
A  N E W  E X H I B I T I O N  o f 
photographs will be held at Taffy’s 
Hut, Warrandyte from Saturday, 
November 27 until the end of June 
2022.

The exhibition is titled Fresh 
Perspectives to entice photographers 
to offer us a new view of their world, 
particularly after having spent a 
second year with time to closely 
observe their environment.

The restored ruins of Taffy Jones’ 
hut proved to be an ideal site for A 
Year of Wonders, our first outdoor 
photo exhibition.

The open building provides both 
interior and exterior wall space for 
visitors to wander through freely to 
view the large format photos, and 
we are happy to be able to exhibit 
in that space once again.

28 photos have been selected, to be 
printed in a large format [900mm x 
1200mm] on aluminium composite 
board for outdoor exhibition.

Some of these, as well as others 
from the 200 submissions we 
received, will also be presented in 
a projection event to be held under 
Warrandyte Bridge.

While 28 large print photographs 
will be able to be viewed from 
the end of November, the official 
opening has been postponed until 
2022 due to COVID-19 regulations.

An outdoor festival of live music, 
food, drinks, the photo projection 
and, of course, the official opening 
of the exhibition itself, will take 
place on Saturday, February 5, 2022.

Information on how to attend the 
official opening will be available 
nearer the time.

A big thank you to all those who 
have submitted photos.

It is a great privilege to be able 
to showcase the wonderful talent 
within our community and beyond.

Thank you again to Bill McAuley 
who had the task of selection, which 
I know he thoroughly enjoyed.

Fresh Perspectives will be available 
to view at Taffy’s Hut, in wongium 
wilam park, and online from 
November 27, 2021 until June 30, 
2022.

We hope to see some of you at 
the official opening in February 
2022, which will be a celebration 
of summer, photography, and 
community.
For more information visit 
www.jannois.wixsite.com/
photoswarrandyte.

Baby Wren by Kris Bell

Kangaroo by Katja GutweinWarrandyte by Anthony Edge



 Warrandyte Diary 17

Winter in Kinglake by Carl Sundstrom

Sunsets with Family by Harry BlairBreath of Fresh Air by Nick Reid

Winter Becomes Spring by Jamie Rennie

Seat by Shirley Bendle

Misty Start at Westerfolds by Pam Rixon

Ready to Go by Valerius Reza Boenawan

Two’s Company by Simon White
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what’s happening

 

Park Orchards 
Farmers’ Market
Saturday, November 20 
10am–2pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

Warrandyte 
Riverside Market
Saturday, December 4 & 18
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

St Andrews  
Community Market
Saturdays
9am–2pm 
Kangaroo Ground -  
St Andrews Road,  
St Andrews 

Eltham Farmers’ Market 
and Food Swap
Sundays
9am–1pm
(food swap 4th Sunday 
9:30–10:30am)
Eltham Town Mall

Local marketsArtsts throw open their studio doors
NIL LUMBIK Ar t ists  Open 
Studios are delighted to be able 
to open to the public on the last 
two weekends of November. 

Opening over four days on 
November 20, 21 and 27, 28, a 
cornucopia of painters, potters, 
metal sculptors and textile 
artists will be welcoming you to 
enjoy their studios and their art. 

The Open Studios program 
provides a unique experience 
to really get to know the talented 
artists right on our doorstep, and 
is a great opportunity to walk 
away with an original, locally 
made, artwork.

For details of which studios 

will be open please refer to 
the Open Studios website 
www.artistsopenstudios.com. 

Open Studios Coordinator 
Annette Nobes said the website 
will be updated progressively as 
they work thru which artists will 
be able to open. 

T h i s  e v e n t  w i l l  b e  r u n 
according to the Victorian 
State Government COVID-19 
regulations and vaccination 
mandates.

Open Studio virtual tours are 
also availble to watch on the 
Artists Open Studios website.

Event:   Warrandyte Knitters
Where  Warrandyte Library
 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When:  Saturdays
Time:  11am–12 noon
Info: Join us for a weekly catchup and share ideas.  Knitters of all 
abilities welcome – BYO Knitting. Contact: 9895 4250 or www.wml.
vic.gov.au/Services/Events-Programs

Event:   Melbourne Teapot Exhibition
Where  Stonehouse Gallery, 
 103 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When:  Until November 28
Time:  Tuesday to Sunday, 10:30am–5pm
Info: Makers and Artists from all over Victoria and Australia 
participate in this fabulous teapot exhibition. Delight in the fun 
range of crazy teapots made in a variety of materials, and also the 
well-designed practical teapots. All entries are able to be purchased.

Event:   Strong Women Stay Young, Men’s Weights, Pilates & Yoga
Place:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When:  Start from Monday, November 8
Cost: FREE but booking essential.
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Exercise classes are back face-to-face from November 8, FREE until 
the end of the year.  Join an old favourite or try something new, maybe 
even more than one. You might find a new favourite.  

Event:  Friends of Warrandyte State Park Nursery 
Where:  Pound Bend Rd, Warrandyte State Park
When:  Thursdays, 9:30am–12:30pm
 First Saturday of every month, 9am to 1pm 
 (April to November only).
Info  Take advantage of this late rain to get things growing. Note 
the Nursery is closed  on days of extreme weather.

Event:  Open Mic
Where: Warrandyte RSL
 113 Brackenbury Street, Warrandyte
When: Thursday, November 11
Time: 6:30pm–9:30pm
Info:  Open mic gives everyone a chance to get on stage in a 
supportive environment. Every second Thursday of the month.

Event: Book Chat
Where: Warrandyte Library
 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When Friday, November 12 
 (and every 2nd Friday of the month)
Time: 2pm–3:30pm
Info: Are you an enthusiastic reader of fiction or non-fiction 
books? Are you one who likes to talk to like-minded people?  Then 
we’d love you to join our Book Chat.  Contact: 9895 4250 
or www.wml.vic.gov.au/Services/Events-Programs

Event: Green Waste Drop-off Days
Where: Warrandyte Reserve and Mullum Mullum Reserve
When: November 13, 14 and December 4, 5, 11, 12
Time: All day, Bookings required.
Info: Residents of bushfire prone areas of Manningham can drop 
off one boot-load or trailer load of green waste. Booking essential.  
See manningham.vic.gov.au/garden-waste-disposal-days for more 
details.

Event:   Children’s Painting and Drawing
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When:  Starts Tuesday, November 16, 4–5:30pm (4 weeks)
Cost: $85
Info:: www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au/book-online
Qualified teacher will guide and develop your child’s artistic potential 
with this painting and drawing class.  Each child will work at their own 
pace on their own projects.  BYO paper and pencils.  8–12 year olds.

Event:   Adult’s Drawing 
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When:  Starts Wednesday, November 17
Time:  12pm, four weeks
Cost:  $97
Info: www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or
Unlock your creativity and be inspired. Discover new ways of drawing 
by using grey lead pencils, pens, coloured pencils, water colour 
pencils and pastels. Suitable for first timers and those who want to 
practise their skills. 

Event: Visitors
Where: Warrandyte Mechanic’s Hall
 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When: November 19, 20, 26, 27 and December 3, 4 at 8pm
 Matinee November 28 at 2pm
Info: See page 19 for more details

Event: diversARTy: Living & Learning Nillumbik
Where: Eltham Library Community Gallery, 
 Panther Place, Eltham
When: Friday, November 19 until Sunday, December 12 
Info: Discover the creative artistry of Living & Learning Nillumbik 
artists and makers through a diverse range of artworks including visual 
arts, ceramics, textile, glass, crafts and more.

Event:   Kids mini Fluid Art
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
 168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
When:  Saturday, November 27, 9:30–10:30 or
 Saturday, November 27, 11am–12pm
Cost: $37
Info::  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Christmas themed fluid art workshop (3-8 years old, must be 
accompanied by an adult for duration).  Make your own gift tags and 
tree ornaments.  Perfect for gifting or to add your own style to your 
Christmas tree. 

Event: Paella & Music Night
Where: St Stephens Anglican Church
 5-7 Stiggants Street, Warrandyte
When: Sunday, November 28
Time: 5pm
Info: Contact: Rev Mark Hanson 0430 141 006. All Welcome

Event:   Skillwomen Workshop
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
When:  Wednesday December 1, 10am–2:30pm
Cost: $10
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Women only workshop. Gain experience in using basic hand tools and 
small power tools. All materials and tools are provided with one-on-
one support for power tool use.  Take home the item that you make 
on the day. Light lunch provided.

Event:   Introduction to Fluid Art
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:  Saturday, December 4
Time:  9am
Cost:  $67
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or
 admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839
Fluid art is a new, exciting style of art it creates bold, stylish and 
abstract master pieces using colour and science. And the best thing? 
Anybody can do it. Zero experience necessary. Create your own 
artwork to take home. All materials supplied. 

Event: Naughty Chooks in Lockdown
Where: Earthbound Cafe
 266 Bolton Street, Eltham
When: Tuesday – Sunday 8am–3pm
Info: Joan Dennison’s crazy Iso Chooks have been popping up 
all over Nillumbik and beyond.  They have now invaded Earthbound 
Cafe with their own exhibition.
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Warrandyte artist on show at Fed Square

Visitors allowed! Live and online

By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE artist, Denise Keele-
bedford will be holding an exhibition 
for Multicultural Week at Federation 
Square in Melbourne.

The installation comprises of an 
armada of origami boats, which 
will sail through Fracture Gallery, 
accompanied by rainbow-coloured 
beams dancing across the space.

Denise said the installation uses 
colour to convey the kaleidoscopic 
diversity of nations who have traversed 
oceans and created a fusion from their 
cultural inheritances that transforms 
Melbourne into a unique multicultural 
society.

“Since the First Peoples of our 
country first set foot on this land, 
different people from all over the world 
have crossed oceans to arrive on the 
land we call Australia.

“The installation Deep Blue Crossing 

uses colour to represent the vast 
kaleidoscopic variety of people hailing 
from different nations who now call 
Melbourne home,” she said.

Denise said Deep Blue Crossing 
acknowledges our First Peoples, 
our first-generation migrants who 
continue to enrich Melbourne’s 
heritage, and all people of different 
backgrounds, ideas and cultures who 
contribute to the harmony of future 
generations.

The Multicultural Week also includes 
the virtual Diwali festival, Melbourne 
Fashion Week First Peoples Runway, 
Trading Blak pop up store and other 
virtual content.

Deep Blue Crossing is at Fracture 
Gallery, The Atrium, Federation 
Square November 1–30
stonycreekstudio.art/2021/10/06/
deep-blue-crossing
fedsquare.com

WARRANDYTE Theatre Company is 
beyond thrilled to be finally bringing 
you Visitors, a tender and charming 
play, relevant for our times, set in the 
farmhouse of Arthur and Edie.

The play opens at 8pm on November 
19, at the Mechanics’ Institute Hall with 
more performances on November 20, 
26, 27, and December 3 and 4.

There will be a 2:30pm matinee on 
November 28.

Our patient and very resilient team 
began work many months ago.

In the last — somewhat surreal — 
hiatus the four-person cast of this play 
have been keeping up appearances 
with online rehearsals and meetings.

Director Grant Purdy said he is 
“relieved and delighted that this 
wonderful play will finally be seen by 
audiences.”

Tickets will only be available to 
those who are fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 by the time of performance, 
and the size of audience allowed 
into the Mechanics’ Institute Hall 
will depend on announcements 
expected in early November, relating 
to “restricted activities.” 

Thus, almost as exciting as being able 
to present this terrific play live, WTC 
has also been able to obtain licensing 
rights to film and stream this show; we 
are extremely grateful to the UK agents 
for granting this permission.

The performances on November 20 
and 27 will be streamed.

The nature of this play and its tight 
setting makes it eminently suitable 
for streaming — a professional crew 
managing three cameras will film the 
live performances, and those not able 
to attend the theatre will be able to 
watch the show from the comfort of 
their own living room. 

At the moment (and for the past 14 
weeks) the stage has looked like this 
(see right) — the cast are now back 
getting ready for action.

Photos: supplied

The cast with director Grant Purdy (front)Carol Keating as Edie

Stage kept under wraps during COVID lockdown
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Can you disagree and still have harmony?

ALL AROUND the world, we have 
seen a divide between people we 
never thought could be possible.

Slowly and painstakingly, a world 
pandemic took our values, beliefs, 
and dreams away from us; with a 
narrative, it will only be for two weeks 
to flatten the curve.

No one knows how you truly feel, 
even though they are going through 
it too; each person’s journey may be 
similar to ours but can also be vastly 
different on an emotional, mental, 
physical and financial level.

Even though they can hear your 
words, empathise and think they 
know what you went through, but 
they never will truly understand how 
it personally affected you and your 
loved ones.

Often people will try to help by 
saying positive things and shining 
the light of hope.

Yet this sometimes can make 
matters worse for the person; you 
acknowledged their good intent; yet 
inside, you feel they never validated 
your feelings and experience to a 
level that satisfies you.

Is the new world good for all?
As we re-engage back into the 

world that once was, we begin to 
realise things may never really be the 
same again.

A small division between loved 
ones, family, friends, social circles, 
etcetera, is starting to emerge and 
affect some relationships, and we 
fear this may become permanent.

Some of us will have lost homes, 
loved ones, friendships, jobs, 
businesses or a divide between the 
two sides of those who followed the 

government orders and those who 
chose to protest.

Belief Structures challenged
What we once believed may no 

longer be true.
Most beliefs start when you are 

a child; the child’s mind takes 
most things in as true until proven 
otherwise.

Most of us believed in Santa Claus, 
Easter Bunny, or the Tooth Fairy 
because our parents told us these 
‘harmless’ lies.

Then came a time that we found 
out they weren’t real, and we had to 
change our beliefs. 

For  s ome this  was  a  maj or 
disappointment.

As the world continues to change, 
we may find other beliefs may get 
pushed on, maybe they are no longer 
true or maybe they were never true. 

This can be hard, and it can be 
excruciating emotionally and 
mentally for you.

What can be even more challenging 
is when more than one belief could 
be true and there is evidence for 
both — who do you believe, who do 
you trust, how do you know what is 
right or wrong.

Even in the academic world where 
a lot of smart well-educated people 
study facts, they often don’t agree 
and have very different beliefs from 
each other — many of these leading 
academics debate with each other for 
years but never agree — confusing 
when they are looking at the same 
facts.

So how do we as individuals going 
about our lives trying to do the best 
we can every day, deal with so much 
conflicting information and beliefs.

Sometimes you just need to be able 
to agree to disagree — you don’t have 
to agree with someone who doesn’t 
have the same beliefs as you, but 

wouldn’t you want them to at least 
respect your right to believe what 
you believe.

Other things we may be told: “Don’t 
drink and smoke; it’s bad for you”, 
“don’t lie”, yet they do it themselves.

“I love you and will never leave you, 
hurt you, lie to you”, and it happened; 
they let you down.

Is it teaching resilience or setting 
us up for a pattern of, its ok to 
disappoint or hurt others as you 
didn’t mean it?

People feel the truth, and when the 
words don’t match the feelings, we 
get suspicious and doubt creeps in.

Yet we are taught from a young 
age to not trust our feelings, we are 
punished for feeling things.

Is it fun to a child sitting on Santa’s 
lap, screaming in terror and can’t go 
back to the parent, told to stay there 
all for a photo and a treat? 

Who benefits?
When a child tells you a story about 

being bullied, do you support them 
or tell them to toughen up?

Contradictions of information:
The mind is wired differently for 

every human, based on how they 
process the information and the 
emotions experienced felt during 
the event.

A child continually yelled at, 
ignored, told things that hurt their 
feelings, or had physical abuse from 
a slap to worse, but told “You know I 
love you”, but they didn’t feel the love 
the way that makes them feel secure, 
safe, loved and valued.

S o m e  h av e  l e a r n t  t h r o u g h 
experience; pain is love, lying is ok at 
times, do as I say, not as I do, and so 
forth, leading a person into Cognitive 
Dissonance.

This is  how we describe an 
uncomfortable situation when two 
or more things contradict each other.

It could clash with beliefs, ideas, 
perspective, knowledge, behaviour 
and even one’s values.
How do beliefs affect an agenda?
A person may have an invested 

interest in the outcome being one 
way, and they will seek evidence 
to support it; another will want the 
information to be false and seek 
evidence to prove it wrong.

How did you conclude to believe 
that story or person?

How much were you invested in 
finding the truth to support your 
point or desired outcome?

Example: Accepting the fact I could 
be wrong, I was lied to, which gave 
me a sense of betrayal.

But what if I have been lying to 
myself? 

What do I do with that?
I could turn a blind eye, as I don’t 

want to see or hear it or even have 
the capacity to deal with it, so denial 
is the easier option for now.

But what if I went in with the 
attitude that today it’s true for me 
and in the future, if the information 
is different, then my decision could 
be different.

By delaying a decision so that I can 
feel good right now might be my only 
way to cope at the moment.

Life’s contradictions: so, what 
is right, and is it suitable for 

everyone?
We have probably come across 

the saying herd mentality, mob 
mentality, pack mentality and now 
herd immunity.

This saying highlights how people 
can be influenced by adopting 
certain behaviours of their peers 
mainly on an emotional level instead 
of a rational basis.

Let’s ponder some questions and 
ask yourself:

• What do they know or believe 
that you don’t?

• Why do we want other people to 
agree with us?

• Are we afraid we will lose them 
if they don’t, or is being right all 
that matters?

• Could it be a deal-breaker?
• Is it that important to potentially 

end the relationship?

Is it ok to make different choices?
If we stay in the micro-level 

problem, it’s often hard to find a 
win/win situation.

We could soften the gap if we learn 
to question and listen differently and 
understand their point.

A process of chunking up and down 
until you both have come to a place 
where you can be in harmony with 
one’s own beliefs and values can be 
a great place to start.

When you come to an agreement 
level, if you make your point and 
they can’t get into alignment, you 
have reached their level of flexibility 
in this moment.

Remember, we don’t want people 
to change who we are, to fit into their 
views, and vice versa.

Have heart and empathy in learning 
to understand both perspectives and 
sometimes, the answers won’t be 
today, but more information may 
be needed, but agree to disagree 
for now and research, ask and find 
a way to unite and strengthen the 
relationship.

Maree Zimny is a qualified 
Clinical Hypnotherapist, Quantum 
Frequency Coach, NLP and 
HeartMath ® Certified Trainer 
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress, 
Communication and Anger 
Management
0403 325 858
Facebook.com/thereliefcliniconline

By MAREE ZIMNY

wellness
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The sky’s the limit for Doomsday Pilot
Winners of Rockfest 2021, 
Eltham Festival Battle of the 
bands 2020, Doomsday 
P i l o t  i s  a  f o u r - p i e ce 
heavy rock band formed 
at Templestowe College, 
made up of group members 
Pablo Benzon Tuke (Vocals), 
Skyte O’Malley (Guitar), Gus 
Foletta (Bass), and Halley 
Simpson (Drums).Making a 
name for themselves, and 
starting to work the pub 
circuit, the Diary’s KIERAN 
PETRIK-BRUCE sat down 
with the group to discuss 
everything Doomsday Pilot.

How was the band in its current 
iteration formed?
Halley: Back in the midst of 2019, 
around mid-year, we were placed in a 
music performance class.

It was just Skyte and me in that class, 
everyone was forming groups and 
whatnot, and I think we were the last 
ones.

Skyte: The nerds!

Halley: And we just looked at each other 
and were like, hey, you want to play 
together? Sure.

Then we were thinking, who plays bass?

I think Gus played bass a few times.

Gus: I never had, you were wrong, but 
it didn’t matter.

I originally joined as a guitarist but then 
Skyte was better so I was like, ok, I’ll pick 
up bass then.

Halley: Pablo was a more recent 
addition

Pablo: They had another vocalist.

Halley: But they changed schools, 
which made it hard.

Pablo: Skyte and I have known each 
other for a while, so when he didn’t 
have a vocalist, it took him a while, but 
eventually he texted me, “do you want 
to do vocals for us”?

How has being at the same school 
together helped the music?
G: I don’t know if it would have worked 
if we weren’t at the same school
H: Obviously access, the facilities 
the music program has is unreal, a 
professional-standard recording studio 
we have access to whenever we can.
P: I think the way it was organised it’s 
very supportive, if you’ve got a lot of 
passion the music program will just 
kind of let you pursue that, even if that 
meant you sitting in the music room all 
lunchtime, every lunchtime.

Who are your musical influences?
G: Led Zeppelin, Jimi Hendrix, and 
Royal Blood made me want to play bass.
S: Very into The White Stripes, Royal 
Blood, and Jeff  Buckley is  ver y 
important in expanding the more 
complicated parts of my writing that 
isn’t just power chords.
H: Queens of the Stone Age, Foo 
Fighters, really anything influenced by 
Dave Grohls drumming.
P: I sort of picked up singing, with early 
2000s pop-punk so Panic! At The Disco, 
Fallout Boy, My Chemical Romance.
Now the singing I’m doing sounds a lot 
like Jeff Buckley, but I’ve never listened 
to Jeff Buckley!

How did you get the name 
Doomsday Pilot?
H: We basically had a sheet of random 
song names and album names and we 
simply pieced them together Doomsday 
Pilot and we were like, damn, that’s a 
pretty epic name.
It doesn’t have any real relevant 
meaning behind it.
Also, the fact that it’s really easy to find 
on Google and streaming services as no 
other artists run by that name.

How did it feel to win at Rockfest?
H: We were absolutely off the walls 
when the winners were announced!
We were incredibly doubtful as to 
whether we could win just due to the 
great number of artists that entered and 
at such a high standard.
It’s a confidence booster, if we get this 
music to the right people, yeah, they 
will appreciate it for what it is, and we 
can get results like that.

P: Yeah, it was a nice confidence 
booster
G: It feels like a bit of an ego booster, but 
I don’t want it to be!
H: Well he (Gus) got nominated for best 
bass player as well.

And you only picked up the bass two 
years ago?
G: Yeah about that long.

Over lockdowns, have you picked 
up any new instruments, or played 
around with any new sounds you 
might incorporate?
S: Saxophone Solo!
P: I want to play some piano.
H: Pablo is a bit of a freak on the piano, 
so imagine we would be incorporating 
some of that.
G: And more Cowbell!

Is the progression of the sound 
something discussed, something 
you’re trying to do?
S: It just sort of happens, it gets very 
boring if you do the same thing over 
and over again.
P: I think the way the band kind of 
works, everyone is in the band because 
the other band mates want them to do 
whatever their thing is.

So what’s next, anything new and 
exciting brewing?
S: Well, we are working on an EP, four 
tracks and we are in the final stages.
P: Most of these we have had for ages.
S: We just want to get them out, we hope 
within a month.
H: I would hope by the end of the year.

For those wanting to hear 
Doomsday Pilot’s newer 
music before their EP drops, 
the tracks are a part of their 
current set list, and with 
lockdown ending the group 
hope to have a few gigs in 
November.

Keep a lookout on their 
Facebook and Instagram 
Pages for upcoming event 
details.

Halley Simpson Pablo Benzon TukeGus Foletta

Skyte O’Malley

Photos: AVA SIMPSON

Photo: SANDI MILLER

Photo: EUGENIE SIMPSON
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The Duke: John Wayne, movie legend

Seeing double: art as a reflection of life

“Talk low, talk slow, and don’t say 
too much”

— John Wayne

FOR SOMETHING different this 
month, I think it’s time to talk about 
one of the all-time classic screen 
legends: The Duke.

A few months ago, I happened to 
mention John Wayne to a young 
20-something colleague, only to be 
met with a blank stare.

“Who is John Wayne?” she said.
“You know — the Duke — cowboy 

movies.”
More blank stare.
“Are you seriously telling me that 

you’ve never heard of John Wayne?”
Shockingly, it was true.
Apparently, she went home that 

night and asked her boyfriend if he had 
ever heard of Wayne Johns.

I was deemed intolerant because I 
seemed so shocked at the gap in her 
knowledge base.

In my defence, it wasn’t that I 
condemned her for being young; I 
was just grappling with the idea that I 
was so old I had outlived the memory 
of John Wayne.

For those that don’t know, Marion 
Michael Morrison was born in Iowa, 
USA in 1907.

His family moved to California when 
he was seven. 

He earned his nickname of “Duke” 
because that was the name of his dog.

They were together so much they 
became known as Big Duke and Little 
Duke.

A s  a  y o u n g  m a n ,  h e  p l a y e d 
gridiron football and eventually won 
a scholarship to the University of 
California and played in the college 
football league until a surfing accident 
meant the demise of his football career 
and the end of his college days.

He worked as a prop man and 
sometime extra/stand-in around 
Hollywood until he was befriended by 
director John Ford, who recommended 
him for his first leading role in The Big 
Trail in 1930.

This established him as an actor, but 
his career did not thrive until  1939 
when Ford cast him as the Ringo Kid 
in the acclaimed movie Stagecoach.

And so began a career that lasted 
until his death in 1979 from cancer.

During that time, he made over 179 
film and television appearances, was 
married three times (and his name 
was attached to several leading ladies) 
and had a profound effect on both the 
movie industry and on politics.

He was extremely patriotic (some say 
to the point of jingoism) and regarded 
communism as the enemy, working to 
rid his industry of its influence.

During World War II he toured 
the world entertaining and rallying 
troops, and made a tranche of war 
movies depicting American heroes 
overcoming all odds.

He was a good friend and supporter 
of Ronald Regan and prior to his death 
promoted the Reagan campaign for 
President.

Some of his films you might have 
seen?

Try: The Searchers, Hell Fighters, The 
High and the Mighty, The Alamo (as 
Davy Crockett), Genghis Kahn, The 
Sands of Iwo Jima, The Quiet Man, 
The Green Beret, Red River, The Man 
Who Shot Liberty Valence, The Spoilers, 
Hatari and on and on.

His last movie was The Shootist, with 
Lauren Bacall, a sequel to True Grit, for 
which he had won a best actor Oscar.

Prophetically, The Shootist was about 
a dying gun fighter.

T h re e  y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  f i n a l l y 
succumbed to cancer, having famously 
beaten “the Big C” in 1964, at the cost 
of a lung and three ribs.

Always larger than life in all sorts of 
ways, he wasn’t so much an actor than 
a persona.

His slow, distinctive, crab-like walk, 
his studied way of standing with one 
arm across his body, his slow cowboy 
drawl were unmistakable and often 
mimicked.

He personified what it was thought, 
in those days, to be a man.

His effect upon popular culture was 
so huge that it took me by surprise 
when I realised that the world had 
moved on, and his template of 
manhood was no longer wanted.

Still stung by the revelation, I found 
comfort the other day when I came 
across an article about the John Wayne: 
An American Experience Museum in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

The museum is  a  permanent 
exhibition featuring all things “Ducal”, 
run by three of his children at the 
famous Stockyards in Fort Worth, 
Texas.

On November 3,  2021, as the 
culmination of “Duketober”, the 

museum will be celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the 1971 movie Big 
Jake, a rather indifferent John Wayne 
movie, with the distinction of it being 
the first one he made together with his 
sons, Patrick and Ethan, who will host a 
panel discussion on his life and times.

“Duketober ” is  a month long 
“celebration of the enduring legacy 
of John Wayne, America’s ultimate 
cowboy”, on  the Cowboy Channel (yes, 
it’s a thing), airing classic John Wayne 
movies via broadcast and streaming 
for the entire month.

The article bemoaned the fact that  
Wayne’s legacy has taken a few hits 
in the last couple of years, including 
a 50-year-old Playboy magazine 
interview that had surfaced, outlining 
some of his controversial views on 
race and sparking his University of 
Southern California alma mater to 
remove an exhibit about him.

There is also a movement to remove 
his name from the Orange County 
airport.

The Cowboy Channel, dedicated 
to promoting a Wild West that never 
really was, is upset about cancel 
culture?

The Channel did not seem to see 
the irony in that Duketober will also 
feature a Halloween movie marathon 
of Wayne films, where fans can tune-
in to such classics as Rio Grande, The 
Sands of Iwo Jima and The Shootist.

For Halloween.

PHOTOGRAPHING reflections is a great 
way to make an image interesting. 

The double image effect can really 
make your picture pop.

Reflective surfaces are everywhere 
and it’s up to the photographer to be 
aware of them and try to use them in 
your image making as creatively as 
possible.

Mirrors are an obvious choice and 
because the reflections in a mirror are so 
pure the mirror image effect can be quite 
startling and strong in your picture. 

Sometimes it’s hard for the viewer to 
tell which is the mirror image and which 
is the original subject.

Water is another great reflective 
surface for interesting photographs. 

Sunsets, cloud formations, trees, 
branches, birds flying, people and 
buildings all look stunning when they 
are reflected in the water. 

No wonder Narcissus was captivated 
by his own image.

Sometimes, when the water is very still 
the reflection is like a mirror and at other 
times when the water is moving the 
reflection can appear as a shimmering 
effect, which looks very artistic in a shot.

At sunset when you are facing the 
setting sun over a body of water you can 

create an image that is very beautiful if 
you capture the vivid colours of the sun’s 
dying light. 

After the sun has actually dipped 
below the horizon the sky often turns 
red and purple, so don’t put away your 
camera for another 20 minutes or so 
after the sun has gone down. 

This is often the best time to capture 
some real atmosphere and beauty.

Glass  shop front  windows are 
another readily available resource for 
a resourceful photographer. 

You can see reflections of street scenes 
and people if you look closely. 

Try to stand really close to the glass 
and then face sideways, the reflected 
image will stand out much more clearly 
this way.

Puddles are another great surface to 
search for a reflection and the shape 
of the puddle can feature in your shot 
as you try to see the people walking by 
and the streetscape in your reflection.

Sunglasses with mirror lenses also 
work well in a creative shot. 

Move in nice and close to the person’s 
face and try to capture the reflection in 
their sunglasses. 

You will need to use a small aperture 
with your F-stop such as F22 to make 
sure you have enough depth of field.

The opportunities are only limited by 
your own imagination so have some fun 
as you search for the situation to express 
your creative side with some reflective 
photography. 

By JUDY DUNGEY 

classic movies

By BILL McAULEY

talking images
Pic 1
The river’s surface reflects a 
super-red sunset on the river just 
opposite Grand Hotel Warrandyte.
24mm wide angle lens @ F4, 125th 
sec with ISO 160

Pic 2
The trees and branches combine 
in an exciting way with their 
reflections in a backwater at the 
Island east of Warrandyte Bridge. 
The composition highlights the 
reflection of the blue sky.
5.23mm lens @ F8, ISO 25.  
Shot with a Samsung phone.

Pic 3
A dog runs through the water 
during a vivid sunset at St Kilda. 
His body and cloud formations are 
mirrored in the still water.
20mm wide-angle lens @ F2.8, 
500th sec, ISO 400

Pic 4
‘Whiskers’ the busker is reflected 
in a shop window in Acland St. 
St Kilda. His characterful face is 
made even stronger because of 
the mirror image.
90th sec @ F8, 170mm telephoto 
lens, ISO 400

1 2

3 4

John Wayne: An American Experience Museum
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New staff member “impawsible” not to love!
By CHRIS TURNER
WARRANWOOD Primary School has 
a new staff member and it’s not the 
type of staff member that you might 
be thinking of.

This one is a chewing machine, has 
four legs, a tail that continues to wag, 
the cutest of faces and has stolen the 
hearts of a school community already.

His name is Eddie or Ed as he is more 
affectionately known.

Eddie is currently in training to be 
the new school wellbeing dog and will 
officially start in Term 1, 2022.

Wellbeing dogs have been very 
successful in supporting schools, 
hospitals, prisons and other places to 
help reduce stress and anxiety.

Their affection has been proven 
to decrease feelings of isolation and 
loneliness and can fulfill the human 
need to care for another being.

Eddie is a King Charles Cavalier 
breed and is currently undertaking 
training with the highly successful 
Dogs Connect program, guiding a 
core group of teachers on how to best 

prepare him for his every day “work” 
at Warranwood.

When fully trained, Eddie will visit 
all classrooms on a weekly basis and 
be a rock of foundation for all those 
needing extra support.

Being a wellbeing dog, he will be 
utilised for all students to get to know 
rather than that of a therapy dog who 
would work with only a handful of 
students.

War ranw o o d Pr imar y  S cho ol 
Principal Shane Harrop talked more 
about the school’s newest “staff 
member”.

“We are looking forward to building 
upon our wellbeing approaches by 
introducing another wellbeing strategy 
for our students and community at 
Warranwood.

“Eddie will support students with 
their emotional self-regulation skills 
and also assist them in building 
connections w ith their  school 
community.

“He will also have a significant 
impact on the wider community 

including staff and parents, building 
relationships and supporting positive 
emotions.”

The wellbeing puppy won’t be the 
only animal you will see on site if you 
visit Warranwood Primary School.

At the start of the year, Grade 3/4 
teacher and guinea pig diehard and 
fanatic Andrew Tonkin took on the 
challenge of having the little furry 
critters in his classroom.

“I cannot wait to see how the new 
wellbeing puppy will lift the spirits 
of our school community,” said Mr 
Tonkin.

“The program will complement my 
already successful guinea pig initiative 
by giving students the opportunity 
to relax whilst in the presence of a 
gorgeous pup.”

One thing is for sure and that is with 
Eddie on site at Warranwood Primary 
School, it will be impossible to feel 
“ruff”.

Dare we say it, it could well be a new 
“leash” on life for the community.

Fighting Extinction Dog Squad 
Helping protect Australia’s most threatened species

WITH THE RECENT lifting of COVID 
restrictions, I started investigating 
places of travel and excitement.

This canine thrives on far-flung 
horizons.

S crol l ing through my kennel 
computer, I stumbled upon the 
Melbourne Zoo and all the wonderful 
programs run by this world-famous 
institution.

My favourite joke has always been, 
what do you call a Zoo that has no 

dogs? The answer off course…is a 
Shitzu!

My keen senses were immediately 
drawn to the Dog Program at the Zoo.

In great scientific zoological jargon, 
they outlined their two canine 
initiatives; the Bandicoot Bodyguards 
(Guardian Dog Program) and the 
Wildlife Detecting Dog Program.

Both based at Healesville Sanctuary.
We’ve all seen that great movie 

Oddball, where those big, fluffy and 
loyal Maremmas successfully protect 
Little Penguins from fox predation at 
Middle Island near Warrnambool.

The Guardian Dog program is 
trialling how to bring back from the 
brink of extinction, the Eastern Barred 
Bandicoot.

The aim is to use specially trained 
M a r e m m a  G u a r d i a n  D o g s  t o 
protect self-sustaining populations 
of bandicoots in areas that are not 
enclosed by feral proof fences.

Strange bedfellows, but it could 
prevent the extinction of this once 
widespread species.

My ears pricked up at the second 
program —  Wildlife Detection Dogs.

This could provide an opening for a 
travel thirsty canine.

The Zoo’s Threatened Species 
Biologists use dogs to assist in 
monitoring wildlife.

Superior olfactory senses of dogs can 
detect species that are challenging to 
see or locate.

Some threatened species include: 
Broad-toothed rats, Baw-Baw frogs 
and Plains-wanderers.

Detection dogs can locate both live 
animals and traces such as scats or 
burrows.

The dogs are trained to alert to 
their target at a distance to avoid 
disturbance.

Fighting extinction is the vision for 
the Zoos Victoria Wildlife Detection 
Dog Specialist Team.

They all have backgrounds in wildlife 
biology and ecology, as well as dog 
training, and have a strong belief in 
ensuring best practice animal welfare, 
for both dogs and wildlife.
To check them out, visit: www.
zoo.org.au/fighting-extinction/
fighting-extinction-dog-squad.

Drawing by Olga Wahnich

By ZEUS
CANINE CORRESPONDENT

Legislation aims to get lost pets home sooner
By SUSAN FOREMAN
THE VICTORIAN Government is 
delivering on its election commitment 
to make sure lost pets get returned 
home sooner, with legislation to be 
introduced in Parliament in early 
October.

The change means Victorians will 
soon be able to take a lost dog or cat to 
a participating vet clinic or registered 
animal shelter to be reunited with its 
owner, rather than relying on councils.

At present, lost cats and dogs must 
be handed in to an authorised officer 
in the council area where the animal 
is found, or to vets and shelters that 
have an agreement under the Domestic 
Animals Act 1994. 

Surveys show just 23 per cent of vets 
have a contract with council to accept 
lost pets and as a result many animals 
are spending longer in pound and 
shelter facilities.

Minister for Agriculture Mary-Anne 
Thomas said when a pet goes missing, 
it is stressful for both the animal and 
its owners. 

“This reform will make the reuniting 

of pets with their owners much easier 
and quicker, improving the welfare of 
all involved.” 

“We will ensure that lost pets are 
reunited with their owners sooner 
and reduce the pressures placed on 
councils by allowing vet clinics and 
registered animal shelters to play 
a bigger part in the reunification 
process.”

The proposed reforms will:

• Allow shelters and participating 
vets to accept and reunite lost 
pets directly with their owners, 
with simple record keeping and 
reporting requirements.

• Improve animal welfare by ensuring 
lost pets get home as quickly as 
possible.

• Reduce burden on local councils, 
by allowing vets and shelters to 
assist with direct reunification 
services.

• Improve operations for regulatory 
authorities, including the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (RSPCA) Victoria and 
Greyhound Racing Victoria.

The Domestic Animals Amendment 
(Reuniting Pets and Other Matters) 
Bill 2021 includes a robust verification 
process to ensure pets are returned to 
the correct owner.

T h e  B i l l  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e s 
circumstances where pets should 
go to the council to protect public 
safety and animal welfare — this 
includes situations where an animal 
is declared dangerous or ownership 
cannot be verified.

These reforms are important, as 
Victoria has high pet ownership 
rates, with an average of 665,000 
dogs and 215,000 cats registered with 
councils each year.

E xtensive consultation with 
community  and stakeholders 
including veterinarians, councils, 
shelters, animal registry (microchip) 
s e r v i c e s,  re s c u e  g ro u p s  a n d 
community foster care networks was 
an important part of the process that 
led to the final form of the legislation. 

The new arrangements will be in 
effect by October 1, 2022.

Photos courtesy Melbourne Zoo

Eddie
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COVID can’t stop Prep transition

Virtual camping

Kinder kids are back

By CLAIRE LAMBERT
IN PRE-COVID TIMES, Warrandyte 
Primary School would have been 
running all sorts of on-site activities for 
the 2022 Prep children as part of their 
transition program.

Not being able to have visitors 
on school grounds didn’t stop the 
teachers from finding engaging and 
creative ways to connect with their 
future students.

Keen to connect with the kids and 
families, creative Warrandyte Primary 
School Prep teachers took the initiative 
and came up with a fabulous new way 
to reach out.

With the help of other teachers, they 

designed and built their very own 
transition website which included a 
wide range of recordings, activities and 
ideas for young early years learners to 
explore.

Prep teachers Steph and Katie set 
to work to record themselves reading 
picture books and modelling activities 
to do from home afterwards.

Over 100 packages were put together 
and delivered to local pre-schools and 
childcare centres.

The packs contained information 
about the special Pre-Prep program 
that will be running at the start of Term 
1 2022, and all the materials required to 
complete the website book activities.

Families then accessed the website 
to watch the teachers and learn how to 
complete the crafts, maths and science 
tasks, enabling the children to start to 
“get to know” their teachers next year 
— even if they can’t be there in person.

Learning Specialist and Prep/Grade 
1 teacher, Katie Penhalluriack says 
they really wanted the parents in the 
community to have an opportunity 
to get to know them and to know how 
important their children’s transition 
needs are to us.

“We engage our students by making 
learning fun and using high quality 
picture books to explore Literacy and 
other concepts,” she says.

“We are also very proud of our 
school and were happy to share our 
activities and resources with the wider 
Warrandyte community.”

There is no end to the lengths WPS 
teachers will go to make their students 
laugh and enjoy the learning.

One of the stories, How to Wash 
a Woolly Mammoth  by Michelle 
Robinson, was even broadcast by a 
(fully clothed!) shower-cap wearing 
Katie — from her bathtub.

If you are interested in 
finding out more, please 
visit our special website 
using the QR Code , or call 
the school on 9844 3537.

By GREGORY EDWARDS
OVER THE LAST 18 months, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has continued 
to wreak havoc on the plans of many.

For school children all over the state 
this has meant the cancellation of one 
of the most anticipated events of the 
year, school camp.

So while the children could not 
physically attend camp this year, 
Warrandyte Primary School did the 
next best thing and hosted a Virtual 
Camp.

Although the virtual camp was 
unable to allow children to develop 
the independence that would occur 
during a regular camp, instead it 
stimulated the skills of creativity and 
critical thinking.

The virtual camp included rich 
learning tasks which promoted 
subjects relating to STEAM, where 
children were required to use their 
skills of resourcefulness and problem 
solving to generate ideas and solutions.

S t u d e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  w e r e 
provided with a live feed on the digital 
platform Padlet that allowed them 
the opportunity to upload images on 
their mock campsites (some families 
even set up tents in the backyard) and 
learning experiences.

By providing a digital platform 
for students and families to share 
images and comments on, it allowed 
parents the opportunities to facilitate 
discussions with their children 
regarding cyber safety and appropriate 
online behaviour.

Katie, a parent of a Grade 3 student 
commented on the overall success of 
the camp, stating:

“The camp gave such excitement to 
not only the children but the whole 
family.

“Some activities occurred in the 
evening and it was great to see the 
teachers give up their time in the 
evening to be online with the kids.

“Also the activities were well thought 
out and interesting to engage in”.

By AMANDA CALLAWAY
ANDERSON’S CREEK Primary School 
(ACPS) places great importance on 
their kinder transition program and is 
proud of the rapport that is developed 
between the teachers and the children 
during this time. 

Acting school principal, Ms Meredith 
Thornton said, “Our transition program 
is an important step in preparing 
children for their start to school life.

“As they become familiar with the 
school environment and some of the 
school staff, it reduces many unknown 
factors which can lead to nervous 
tension and anxiety”.

The transition program began in 
Term 2 this year with Story Time, which 
was open to both three and four year 
olds and introduced young children to 
the school setting.

This was followed by the ACPS 
Bridges program in Term 3.

Due to lockdown restrictions, staff 
had to be creative in the way this 
program was delivered remotely with 

the kinder children.
Friday afternoons became a fun 

afternoon filled with a story, a song and 
a craft activity, operating via Zoom, to 
connect with the children at home. 

By Term 4, the kinder children had 
become more confident attending 
the online sessions and delighted in 
making crafty creations based on the 
picture story book of the week.

Kinder parent, Kimberley, shared of 
her daughter, “She has really enjoyed 
the transition sessions and I know, as 
an ex-teacher myself, how much time, 
energy and effort goes into things like 
that, so thank you for ensuring that 
they continued this year despite the 
challenging context.”

The latest Operations Guide from 
the Department of Education has 
just announced that as of November 
1, schools will be permitted to run 
remaining transition sessions onsite, 
Ms Thornton expressed her excitement 
of the return of the on-site program.

“This is exciting news! We have been 

thrilled with the positive response 
from our online sessions, however, 
the opportunity for next year’s Prep 
students to meet their classmates, 
teachers and buddies, is invaluable.”

The school encourages any families 
who might be considering schools for 
2022, to contact the school on 9844 
2757.

“ACPS will be running school tours 
and inviting kinder children on-site, to 
welcome them and help the children 
become familiar with the school 
environment,” said Ms Thornton.

Despite the continued challenges 
schools have faced with restrictions 
around visitors attending onsite, ACPS 
has remained committed to making 
their kinder transition program a top 
priority.

ACPS staff and next year’s Grade 
6 students, are currently preparing 
a special surprise for our new Prep 
students and are looking forward 
to welcoming them into our school 
community.
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Happy to be back at ACPS Outdoor fun 
and gamesBy AMANDA CALLAWAY

IT’S GREAT to be back!
Students at Anderson’s Creek 

Primary School (ACPS) have been 
excited to return to school after 
experiencing such a long period of 
remote learning.

“It has been so wonderful to see 
happy faces in the classrooms and 
the excitement amongst children 
as friendships reconnect in the 
playground”, said Grade 3/4 teacher, 
Ms McQualter.

The Foundation (Prep) students were 
the first to return and did so with a 
celebration.

The Prep children were due to 
celebrate their 100 Days of School 
in late July but like many other 
special occasions this year, had to be 
postponed.

After a second date was postponed, 
it was decided that the celebration 
would take place on the first day back 
at school.

Students were invited to dress up as 
100 year olds, wear a shirt representing 
100 items or come dressed as what they 
wanted to be when they grow up.

There was a mixture of little, old 
people, super heroes and colourfully 
decorated shirts.

The day was filled with fun activities 
including: games on the oval, making 
necklaces with 100 beads and number 
100 glasses to wear with their costumes.

“Many students were nervous to 
return to school after such a long break, 
so the opportunity to play games and 
do some hands-on activities with their 
friends, was welcomed and enjoyed by 
all”, said Foundation teacher, Ms Chen.

The Grade 1 and 2 students followed 
the Preps and were also thrilled to be 
back.

Grade 2 student, Matilda, said:
“Not being able to see my teacher was 

the hardest thing in remote learning.”

Josephine was happy not to be 
annoyed by her older brother anymore 
and Zane said, “I’m excited to be back 
to see my friends.”

Grade 2 teacher, Ms Sharland, said:
“There was an overwhelming feeling 

of happiness to be back with friends 
amongst the junior students.”

The senior students have also 
enjoyed being back in the classroom.

When the Grade 5 and 6 students 
were asked how they felt about being 
back, Sashie and Tiffany agreed — “It 
is much easier to do your work in 
person.”

Giacomo said, “It is great not 
spending all day on the screen and 
getting a headache afterwards”.

Liam said, “The best thing about 
being back is being able to play with 
my friends and see them again.”

Grade 3/4 teacher and coordinator, 
Ms Brooke Eastwood said, “We loved 
seeing the grade 3/4s back in the 
classroom this week.

The happy laughter that was coming 
from the classrooms and the joy in the 
faces as the students saw their friends 
in the classroom was contagious.

They were able to enjoy talking to 
each other as they worked, laugh 
together and share their individual 
lock down stories. 

The students have all grown in height 
and resilience.”

Grade 5/6 teacher, Ms Buzzini, said 
“The students have had a tough time 
and it is wonderful to see them back 
at school with smiles on their faces 
and enjoying the positive energy of a 
classroom.

“We’ve been there for the students 
through live lessons but it is not the 
same for the children because they 
don’t have the social interaction with 
each other, chatting with each other 
during small group work or discussing 
together to problem solve.”

Overall,  the students at ACPS 
have shown great resilience, they’ve 
ref lected and grown from this 
experience and we are all looking 
forward to working together for the 
rest of the year.

By CLAIRE LAMBERT
THANKS TO A Community Grant 
from Warrandyte’s Bendigo Bank, the 
students at Warrandyte Primary will 
be able to enjoy a wide range of new 
activities and games outdoors.

With a strong focus on student 
wellbeing and engagement, the new 
puzzles and games will enhance 
and expand the passive play spaces, 
encouraging social skills and the 
d e v e l o p m e nt  o f  p o s i t i v e  p e e r 
relationships.

Always looking out for new ways to 
encourage co-operative and active 
play, Acting Principal Nieta Manser 
jumped at the opportunity to apply for 
a grant through the Bendigo Bank to 
support the focus on student wellbeing 
and engagement.

This generous grant enabled Ms 
Manser to organise fabulous, colourful 
playground markings, just in time for 

the return of our students onsite to 
come and play.

From dancing mirror activities 
to a full checkers board and chess 
board; snakes and ladders to an 
alphabet caterpillar, there is sure to 
be something for everyone to enjoy!

The broader community are also 
able to benefit from the new games 
and subject to COVID-19 restrictions, 
are welcome after hours to use the 
grounds.

“Students will be able to practise 
taking turns, negotiating rules and 
game play, as well as developing 
number skills and problem-solving 
strategies,” says Ms Manser.

“We thank Bendigo Bank for their 
ongoing support.

“The schools in Warrandyte benefit 
a great deal from the support Bendigo 
Bank offers our communities.”

See you in the Playground!
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Alive and flourishing, regardless...
THIS COLUMN is a monthly reflection 
on the old, the sacred, the mysterious 
and the poetic.

In an effort to keep things moving 
along, I determined this month not to 
mention a certain word and instead 
draw on the poetry of “emergence”.

Spring blossoms have pretty much 
all but blown away by November but 
I want to honour the time I spent last 
month with an elder of significant 
years; nearing 168 to be precise.

Mid 19th century, orchards covered 
much of the now outer Eastern 
Melbourne suburbs.

In 1953,  a gentleman named Gottlieb 
Thiele arrived in Doncaster and 
purchasing 20 acres, planted among 
other fruits a Black Achan Pear tree in 
what is now Ruffey Lake Park.

This knotted old senior still stands 
strong today despite having suffered 
the droughts, floods, and contrasting 
weather patterns that accompany what 
we know today as El Niño and La Niña.

Indeed, he has survived a dramatic 
lightning strike that split his trunk 
right to the ground, but unperturbed, 
repaired the split and continued to 
flourish.

Today, when I venture to visit, he 
embodies a typical, picture book 
fruit tree appearance — shorter trunk 
with broader, expansive canopy — 
presenting himself in a decoration of 
classic, white, spring blossoms.

As usual, I take in a distant view, then 
wander close for a meet and greet.

Like all trees, he radiates a steadfast, 
silent centre from which all his life 
expands.

I am amazed equally at both his age 
and his ability to grow as fresh and as 
vibrant as any newly-planted sapling.

While his old, gnarly limbs are 
dressed in lichens — themselves 
ancient life forms that take decades to 
grow and that survive for millennia — 
each branch is alert with the change 
of season.

Immersed in his  blooms that 
hum with fully-occupied bees, 
I am fascinated as always by the 
contradiction of spring’s almost violent 
eruptions bursting through the most 
tender of verdure.

Here he is, persistent in survival 
strategies he has depended on all his 
life while at the same time taking the 
risk of new growth without hesitation 
or resistance.

His petals flutter in the breeze just 
as they have done for all of his long 
life, and I wonder how many times 
the same air has circumnavigated the 

globe and returned, adding new stories 
to the time chronicles.

So, what can this aged narrative of a 
Pear reflect to us?

Dare I mention the dreaded “C” word 
and the end of lockdown?

W h i c h  o f  o u r  s t o r i e s  h a v e 
circumnavigated nearly 18 months of a 
changing world, and more importantly, 
what old ways might we hang on to and 
what new risks shall we take?

What really is the steadfast, silent 
centredness of life that can and will 
sustain us, and what must we discard 
to allow space for new and original 

actions as we move into what the future 
always is — unpredictable?

If trees carry certain attributes, trust 
is one of them, followed by quiet 
perseverance and adaptivity.

Certainly, Thiele’s Pear has been 
struck by nature’s might but none-the-
less continued to flourish abundantly.

He goes with the flow.

I hope we have all learned to reflect, 
adjust and to go with what is rather 
than resist. 

Jennah is captivated by the 
presence of trees and is currently 
training to facilitate Forest Therapy.
If you have a favourite tree you’d 
like to share, please email her 
jennahmrose@outlook.com

remarkable trees
By JENNAH ROSE

Photos: Jennah Rose

Pre-flight checks

THE TIME has come! 
The news of an international travel 

restart is certainly both relieving and 
exciting. 

Travelling in a COVID world is going 
to be a bit different to what we’re used 
to, which is why it’s so important to 
be informed and on top of your travel 
plans.  

Before we get to booking our flights, 
there are a few things that everyone 
needs to wrap their head around. 

Here’s what you need to know:
Having a valid passport is a no-

brainer. 
Time to dust it off and check its 

expiration date. 
If it’s out of date or within six months 

of expiring, you’ll need to hurry the 
horses as the expected wait times for 
renewals are likely to be longer than 
anticipated. 

Given the requirement of a passport 
both to travel overseas and to obtain an 
International COVID-19 Vaccination 
Certificate (ICVC), attending to this 
sooner rather than later is our advice!

Think of  your internationally 
recognised ICVC as a vaccine passport. 

It will contain all the information 

you need to prove to airlines and 
authorities that you’ve had your 
COVID-19 vaccinations, and includes 
a QR code with secure Visible Digital 
Seal technology. 

You’ll need to return a negative 
COVID-19 test 48 hours before 
departing Australia, and another 
before you depart to return to Australia. 

You’ll likely need to do this with a 
Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) test 
kit, a fast and accurate way to diagnose 
COVID-19.

Trips are already booking out so now 
is the time to get your plan in place. 

The rest of world has been travelling 
for most of this year and booking in 
advance, so get in now if you want to 
travel soon and want your pick of the 
best seats, rooms or cabins! 

Unsure of how to make your travel 
restart a reality?  

Start by talking to  your trusted travel 
agent, they’re  here to save you time 
and show you value for money — plus, 
you’ll have an accredited professional 
on your side who’s dedicated to your 
wellbeing and supporting you through 
all eventualities.

Carolyn Allen is the Owner/ 
Manager of Warrandyte Travel and 
Cruise.   
She is out of hibernation and can 
be contacted on 03 9844 2477 or 
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

travel
By CAROLYN ALLEN



Lawn Mowing And Whipper Snipping

Backyard Clean Up Services

Tree Pruning And Removal

Weeding And Mulching

Hedge Trimming

Property Maintenance

& Odd Jobs

Jake Clancy
Qualified Arborist

    0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare

mob.

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to your 

design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron
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To Dream the Impossible Dream
By LYNETTE HAYHURST
POPE JOHN Paul II, Angela Merkel, 
Stephen Hawking, the King and Queen 
of Belgium and American President 
John Adams, and four local women 
Lorraine Sharp, Megan Hayhurst, 
Katrina Highman, and Maree Sword 
all have one thing in common, they 
all completed the ultimate challenge 
of walking, the famous Camino de 
Santiago.

In the guide book Camino de 
Santiago by Anna Dintaman and David 
Lardis, it is claimed that in 813 AD a 
Christian hermit found the grave of St 
James the disciple of Jesus in Spain and 
a cathedral was built and completed 
in 1120 AD.  

This modest shrine led eventually 
to it becoming a pilgrimage site for 
over 1000 years and in 1492 it was 
finally officially declared by Pope 
Alexander VI to be one of the three 
great pilgrimages of Christianity along 
with Rome and Jerusalem.  

Historically, Camino de Santiago was 
deemed an expiation for sin and for 
the more serious sins the pilgrimages 
were longer.  

In these modern days Christians 
continue to complete this journey 
but many others see it as the ultimate 
challenge for hikers or travelers.  

It is traveled by foot, bike or even 
horseback or donkey. 

In 2018 our four local women in 
their 50s and 60s set out to complete 
the French Way leg of the Camino de 
Santiago.  

Lorraine Sharp and Megan Hayhurst 
gave me their first hand thoughts about 
the trip.  

Lorraine reflects on the reasons 
she did the trip which were, “for 
the adventure, to see the amazing 
sightseeing in this very old country and 
to do the ultimate challenge mentally 
and physically.” 

Megan tells me: “After hearing of the 
Camino from an acquaintance about 
15 years ago, I started to imagine what 
it would be like to walk through all 
these little villages in Spain, how it 
would feel and how I would feel.  

What better way to spend as much 
time as possible exploring another 
country?”  

Lorraine said that it took two years 
from the first idea of doing the walk. 

“We did training walks  most 
weekends of between 10-20 kms and 
strength training at our local gym.  

“We also read online blogs and read 
about the walk and the history of the 
route we would take called ‘The French 
Way’.”  

Megan said, “Training started the 
day I learnt about the Camino, walking 
in several Oxfam events and walks 
socially with dear friends, three of 
whom ended up walking the Camino 
as well.  

“Our preparation was focused on 
packing for the Camino, which took 
several months, testing gear, weighing 
everything, discussions on which 
brand of shoes were best for walking.  
Finally, it was enjoyable planning and 
booking flights and albergues (pilgrim 
hostels) and an occasional hotel.”

After arriving in France on their very 
first day of the journey Lorraine says in 
awe, “We looked up and we gazed up, 

up, up to see the Pyrenees Mountains, 
just over the border in Spain which was 
part of our trip. 

“Its height was overwhelming at 1400 
metres, and I said to the others, ‘No! 
We’re not doing that, it’s just too high 
and long’.”

Undaunted they headed off to face 
this goliath with great excitement and 
anticipation. 

Lorraine tells me about the other 
challenges that they faced especially 
the physical challenge of walking 799 
kms which challenged the body, mind 
and soul.  

She says the first two weeks were 
extremely challenging physically and 
mentally. Although they had feet 
and ankle pain as they walked along 
very rocky tracks, their intensive 
preparation ensured that their feet 
quickly adjusted avoiding blisters 
and twisted ankles which would’ve 
come with poor footwear and poor 
preparation. 

She explains that many people 
dropped out of the walk within a few 
days due to foot injuries, blisters and 
ill-fitting shoes.  

Other challenges she tells me 
were carrying a pack with “all our 
possessions, no more than 10 per cent 
of our body weight.  

“Also, the language barrier with none 
of us fluent Spanish speakers as we 
would have loved to have had a chat 
with the locals.  

“There was also a lack of food 
availability since shops were closed 
during Siesta times from mid-morning 
to dinner time.  

“At times the walk was long, straight 
and uninteresting flat countryside 
along with the searing heat which was 

testing on our minds but there was an 
overall feeling and sense of peace and 
tranquility of the countryside.  

“It was also a challenge since we were 
all very different personality types and 
we learnt to accept, understand and 
support one another when the going 
got tough.”  

Megan also mentions that they 
needed to be prepared to sleep in a 
different dorm with strangers every 
night and there was plenty of snoring. 

Finally getting used to the pilgrims 
diet was a challenge too.  

Megan describes in delightful 
detail the scenery that these women 
experienced on their journey. 

“S t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  P y re n e e s 
Mountains outside of St Jean Pied de 
Port which are much larger than our 
little hills, through to Spain where the 
scenery changes to rich farm land and 
wooded hills. 

“On to the Meseta where the land 
opened up to flatter farmland and 
vineyards with big open skies and 
landscapes that stretch on forever, 
still at a decent altitude of 600+ metres 
above sea level, with an ever present 
backdrop of distant mountains to the 
right as you walk west across Spain. 

“Small villages with narrow roads 
and shuttered houses are, for the large 
part, deserted. 

“The larger towns are more vibrant, 
the Camino takes you through the 
older sections of the cities so you 
get a taste of modern life and more 
traditional life as well. The last part 
of the Camino Frances takes you 
through Galicia which is temperate 
and incredibly green.  

“There are even eucalypt forests with 
smells of home.”  

There are wonderful lessons that 
they learnt from this trip of a lifetime.  
Lorraine tells me: “I learnt to have 
faith in myself, that I could complete 
this journey and also how to get along 
with three other different personality 
types where we had to share so much 
personal space together over an 
eight week period and we have still 
remained close friends .  

“I learnt nothing is impossible, a 
sense of accomplishment and the 
camaraderie of being a part of the 
Camino pilgrim family.”  

Megan says :  “ There w ere no 
successes or failures, just heaps of 
experiences with some very special 
ladies. 

“You can do practically anything with 
the right mindset, enjoy the journey, 
don’t rush to your destination.  

“O n c e  y o u r  s t r i p  b a c k  y o u r 
possessions to what you can carry on 
your back your realise the futility of 
materialism — having stuff doesn’t 
make you happy,  I can’t put into words 
the emotion of the Camino and the 
journey, it is extremely personal and I 
am forever grateful for the experience.  
Everybody has their own Camino and 
each one is unique.”

Lorraine and Megan planned to 
return to Spain in 2020, this time with 
their respective husbands, Ashleigh 
and Robert, however flights had to be 

postponed due to the pandemic.  
So, they are hoping to do a different 

leg of the Camino walk in 2022.  
Lorraine wanted her husband 

Ashleigh to experience the Albergues 
(pilgrim hostels) and what it is like to 
walk each day as a pilgrim.  

Megan says she loved the idea of 
having her husband experiencing the 
Camino but only if he wanted to.  

“I would never force anyone to take 
on a challenge that wasn’t already on 
their radar.”

So, congratulations to these four 
ladies who had the dream and courage 
to face the ultimate challenge for 
walking the Camino de Santiago.  

As we look forward to a return to a 
more normal life, I encourage all of us 
to set our own “Caminos”.  

I will leave Megan’s last words to 
finish this story.  

“ Fi n a l l y ,  f o r  a n y o n e  w h o  i s 
contemplating any kind of challenge, 
big or small, remember you are 
stronger than you know and almost 
anything is achievable.  

“Ask yourself and talk about your 
dreams, who knows you might be 
lucky enough to find someone to share 
them with.”  

Reminds me of the song, “To Dream 
the Impossible Dream.” 

All the best in making your dreams 
a reality.



MPs for them to share

 1st Floor, 651-653 Doncaster Road, Doncaster VIC 3108    03 9848 9900

 kevin.andrews.mp@aph.gov.au    kevinandrews.com.au    KevinAndrewsMP

KEVIN ANDREWS MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR MENZIES

Authorised by Kevin Andrews MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 1st Floor, 651-653 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster VIC 3108.

   Assist with accessing Federal  
Government services  

  Attend your local community event 

   Arrange congratulatory messages

As your Federal Member, I am here to:

Please contact my office if I can be of assistance.
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Tax implications of receiving COVID-19 financial support

THIS MONTH WE will turn our 
attention to Government grants, 
payments and stimulus programs that 
have delivered desperately needed 
financial support for individuals and 
businesses impacted upon by the 
COVID-19 lockdowns.

There has been such a complex array 
of support measures and reliefs that 
we have never experienced before and 
therefore have no prior experience or 
knowledge of how or whether these 
benefits are taxed.

JobKeeper (from March 30, 2020 to 
March 28, 2021)

JobKeeper payments are assessable 
as ordinary income to businesses that 
were eligible to receive the payments.

As the JobKeeper payments must 
be on-paid to all eligible employees, 
the payments, even if in excess of an 
employee’s normal wage will be a 
deductible expense to the employer.

In the hands of employees, the 
JobKeeper payments received will be 
assessable income and will appear 
as salary or wages, or an allowance 
or top up on the employee’s income 
statement or payment summary.

If you are a sole trader who has 
received JobKeeper payments the 
receipts will be reported as business 
income at the label “Assessable 
government industry payments” in 
your personal tax return at item P8 
Label G or H.

If your business is a partnership, 
trust, or company, you need to report 
JobKeeper receipts in your business 
tax return at item 6 Label Q.

Cash Flow Boost (from March 12, 
2020 to September 30, 2020)

Irrespective of whether your business 

operates as a sole trader, partnership, 
trust, or company, if your business 
received cash flow boost credits 
they are treated as non-assessable 
non-exempt income (NANE) and 
do not need to be included in your 
business tax return and neither is GST 
applicable.
Commonwealth COVID-19 Disaster 

Payments to individuals
This payment was announced on 

June 3, 2021 in response to the May/
June 2021 Victorian lockdown and was 
designed to provide weekly assistance 
to eligible individuals be they full time, 
part time, or casual workers who have 
lost hours of paid work due to state 
imposed health restrictions.

How much of the Disaster Payment 
an individual receives will depend 
upon factors such as the location of 
the applicable health order, the period 
the individual is claiming for and the 
hours of work they lost.

On August 9, 2021, the Government 
passed legislation retrospectively 
making these payments NANE income, 
tax free in the hands of the recipient.

TIP: If you received such payments 
in June 2021 and have already lodged 
your 2021 income tax return, make 
sure the ATO makes an appropriate 
adjustment to your tax return if you 
included this income as part of your 
assessable income.

Victoria COVID-19 Economic 
Support Measures (BCAP)

T h e  Vi c t o r i a n  G ov e r n m e nt ’s 
Business Costs Assistance Program 
provides grants to small and medium 
business impacted by public health 
restrictions.

Top-up payments announced since 
July 28, 2021 are jointly funded by 
the Commonwealth and Victorian 
governments.

The first round of the Business Costs 
Assistance Program provided targeted 
support of $2,000 to businesses that 

were most likely to have incurred 
direct costs as a result of the Circuit 
Breaker action during February and 
March 2021, and is no longer available.

The Business Costs Assistance 
Program Round Two was launched 
in June 2021 with an expanded list of 
eligible sectors compared to the initial 
program, offering payments of $2,500.

In July 2021, the Business Costs 
Assistance Program Round 2 July 
Extension was launched to give 
businesses that that had not previously 
applied for the program, or had since 
become eligible, the opportunity to 
apply for an initial payment of $4,800.

Both the Business Costs Assistance 
Program Round 2 and the Business 
Costs Assistance Program Round 2 
July Extension are now closed, but 
recipients are eligible for a series 
of subsequent automatic top-up 
payments.

Note: Businesses must be registered 
for GST and Business must operate 
in an eligible sector listed in the list 
of eligible ANZSIC classes in order to 
be eligible.

These payments are income tax free 
and GST free.

Victoria Small Business COVID 
Hardship Fund

On July 28 it was announced that a 
new fund would be set up to pay grants 
of $20,000 to small businesses that:

• had an ABN and was registered for 
GST on and from July 28, 2021,

• suffered a reduction in turnover of 
at least 70 per cent for a two-week 
period since May 27, 2021,

• have been ineligible for other 
Victorian Government COVID-19 
support packages launched on or 
after May 27, 2021,

• have an annual Victorian payroll of 
up to $10 million in 2019–20.

It has been confirmed that this grant 
payment is tax free.

Business Cost Assistance Program 
Round 4 — Construction

This program will remain open until 
11:59pm on November 9, 2021 or 
when funds are exhausted, whichever 
is sooner.

One-off grants of $2,000 are for 
eligible non-employing construction 
industry businesses, and one-off 
grants of $2,800, $5,600 or $8,400 are 
for eligible employing construction 
industry businesses, based on payroll 
size and to qualify:
• Must have a worksite located in 

metropolitan Melbourne, the City 
of Greater Geelong, Mitchell Shire 
or Surf Coast Shire.

• Must have incurred direct costs 
because of restrictions in place 
between September 21 and 
October 4, which have not been 
partially or fully recovered.

• Must not have been able to operate 
remotely between September 21 
and October 4.

• Must not have received a Business 
Costs Assistance Program Round 
2 or Business Costs Assistance 
Program Round 2 July Extension 
payment or Small Business COVID 
Hardship Fund payment

• Must be in the list of 26 eligible 

ANZSIC classes.
• Must be registered for GST on and 

from September 24 2021.

It is also assumed these grant 
payments will be declared to be tax 
free.

Please refer to the Business Victoria 
Grants and Programs for further 
details on all available Victorian 
Government COVID-19 business 
assistance, particularly if you are 
seeking commercial tenancy relief 
or are a sole trader or microbusiness 
working for yourself or have one to two 
employees with an annual turnover of 
less than $75,000 and are not eligible 
for Victorian Government COVID-19 
business support grants.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice and should 
not be used as such. If you have 
any questions you should consult a 
registered tax agent.
Brian Spurrell B A, B Com, Dip Ed, 
FCPA, CTA, Registered Tax Agent. 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113 
 0412 011 946
www.ptasaccountants .com.au

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance
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WARRANDYTE MOUNTAIN 
B i k e  C l u b  ( M T B 3 1 1 3 ) 
members JOZICA KUTIN, 
NATALIE PAPEZ and KARINA 
VITIRITTI continue to compile 
t h e  b e st  o f  Wa r ra n d y t e 
M TB3113 cross  countr y 
trail rides in and around the 
Warrandyte area. 

This is the ninth ride in the 
series.

These trails,  printed in 
the Warrandyte Diary, will 
eventually be turned into a 
book of local mountain biking 
trails.

Westerfolds & Ruffey 
Lake Adventure 

Light Purple Route 30.8k

Total distance: 30.8km
Elevation gain: 379m
Maximum elevation: 124m
Strava route: see QR code
Surfaces: Sealed roads, bike paths, 
single track, steps. 
Rating: Easy to intermediate. As you 
ride through Westerfolds you can opt 
to take the various single tracks along 
the river.
Facilities: At the trailhead you’ll find 
cafés, restaurants, pub, bakery, toilets, 
BBQs and playgrounds. Enroute you’ll 
find toilets, picnic facilities, BBQs, and 
shops and cafés in Templestowe. 

This ride takes you from Warrandyte 
to the start of the Main Yarra Trail all 
the way to Odyssey House, the Ruffey 
Creek Trail, Green Gully Linear Park, 
Mullum Mullum Linear Park then back 
again to Warrandyte. You’ll be quite 
surprised by the fact that you’ll never 
need to ride on a busy road. 

The start of the ride is at the Whipstick 
Gully Gospel Chapel car park (the 
MTB3113 Trailhead on Yarra Street 
opposite Whipstick Gully Road).

0km: Map Point 1 
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark — MTB3113 Trailhead

Head out west, away from the shops, 
past the old remains of the Warrandyte 
Dairy, along the river and cross the 
wooden bridge over Anderson’s Creek 
into Taroona Reserve. 

Ride straight through the carpark up 
Taroona Road to the Skatepark.

1.5km: Map Point 2 
Warrandyte Skatepark

Here at the skatepark you’ll find a 
drinking tap, toilets, and the football, 
cricket and netball club.

Cross Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road 
(at the pedestrian crossing if you want 
to be on the safe side) and continue 
for a steady climb up Melbourne Hill 
Road, which has become a popular 
escape route for road cyclists.

When Leber Street is on your left, go 
right for more climbing up Melbourne 
Hill Road.

After a bend you’ll see on your left 
four bollards and a dirt track – head 
up this track left.

You’ll exit onto a gravel service road 
(2.7km) and at the end you’ll be at a 
fork, take the fork left, which keeps 
you up high and off Heidelberg-
Warrandyte Road, until you come to 
Tindals Road (3.1km), cross and ride 
straight ahead into the bushes for the 
single track to Riverside Sand and Soil, 
cross over Mahoneys Court, ride along 
behind the bus stop and the bright red 
Australia Post box (3.3km).

Continue along the single track nicely 
avoiding Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road 
all the way to the pedestrian lights at 
Warrandyte High School (4.3km).

Don’t cross at the lights but continue 
along the service lane (it’s technically 
already Bellbird Place), crossing 
Orchard Grove, following Bellbird 
Place, and passing Albatross Pools 
on your left (great place to visit on a 
boiling hot day!).

Bellbird Place veers to your right, and 
on your left you’ll see the walking path 
entrance down to Currawong Bush 
Park, continue and pass under the 
high voltage power lines, ride around 
the gate, following the worn out road 
to the Bellbird Steps (large stone slabs).

You could ride down these steps or 
take the track on the right, and you’ll 
then come to the wooden/gravel 
steps that lead down to Crystal Brook 
Tourist Park — very ridable in the 
right position — I lost count after 13 
steps (5km).

Ride past the caravan park entrance, 
little dog playground and crossing the 
creek over the wooden bridge.

Our Blue route through Park Orchards 
turns off here at this intersection with 
the Mullum Mullum Trail (see Blue 
Route Map point 4).

Head rightish to cross Heidelberg-

Warrandyte Road and use the refuge 
island.

5.2km: Map Point 3 
Deep Creek Reserve — Doncaster 

Baseball Club
Cross Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road 

here, and keeping the baseball field 
of dreams on your left follow the path 
along the creek crossing the wooden 
bridge and veer left to head on the 
Mullum Mullum trail.

Once the path goes to gravel you’re 
officially on the Main Yarra Trail 
(MYT).

6.2km: Map Point 4 
The Parkway

Take a note of your surroundings, 
you’ll be back here at the end of the 
ride. 

Cross the road, The Parkway, and 
continue along the MYT — you’ve 
been here several times before.

At 7.5km there’s a water tap just 
before a wooden footbridge, then at 
8.2km you’ve got Petty’s Orchard for 
coffee, toilets, pastries and organic 
fruit and vegetables.

At 9.4km you’ll pass the entrance to 
Hans Loop (Candlebark Climb) where 
you can turn off for our Rainbow Route 
(Candlebark: Hans Loop & The Dentist  
— Map point 5).

At about 9.9km you could go right at 
the Diamond Creek footbridge to join 
onto our Red Route — Warrandyte 
Eltham (Map point 6).

10.9km: Map Point 5 
Canoe Club — Westerfolds Park
Here you’ll find a tap, toilets, and 

the canoe club, continue following 
the Main Yarra Trail (sealed) towards 
the city. 

You could also explore the single 
tracks between the river and the MYT.

At  12.8km you’l l  come to an 
intersection with signage for the 
‘Westerfold Loop’ go right — follow 
the path until you get to the end of the 
recycled plastic path/bridge you’ll 
be at Odyssey House with and an old 
yellow-railed suspension footbridge 
on your left.

14.1km: Map Point 6  
Odyssey House — Yellow footbridge

Hop off your bike and walk across the 
footbridge — if you’re here at the right 
time you might spot the platypus in the 
Yarra River below.

Don’t ride into the carpark but take 
the path left to the Ruffey Creek Trail.

(If you take the path right you’ll end 

up at Wombat Bend Playspace — 
picnic tables, BBQ, water and toilets.)

Continue along until you get to a 
main road — Swilk Street and Parker 
Street.

15.0km: Map Point 7 
Swilk Street, Parker Street, 

Templestowe
The Ruffey Creek Trail will take 

you to Swilk Street and Parker Street 
(Melissa’s café is on your right, 
Templestowe shops are on your left) 
and cross the road here at the refuge 
veering left to continue along Parker 
Street (behind the swim centre), turn 
right at McLachlan Street which takes 
you to Foote Street.

Cross  Foote Street  using the 
pedestrian refuge, ahead of you is the 
Ruffey Creek Trail again.

The trail pops out onto Eumeralla 
Avenue, ride the bitumen and pop 
back onto the trail at the end of this 
street.

The path then takes you around little 
Montpellier Reserve then at about 
16.7km you’ll go through a tunnel 
under Williamsons Road and then 
another tunnel under King Street — I 
know right — you were wondering 
what was going to happen with those 
busy roads.

Amazingly you will now be at Ruffey 
Lake Park.

17.5km: Map Point 8 
Ruffey Lake Park

After coming out of the tunnel under 
King Street, entering Ruffey Lake Park, 
you see the lake below on your left, 
continue straight on the sealed path, 
at the end go right then left across the 
lake over the wooden bridge (17.9km) 
then turn left again to keep hugging 
the lake.

Keep following the path, keep right 
(don’t cross the lake again) continue 
straight then at about 18.4km you’ll 
cross a wooden bridge over Ruffey 
Creek.

Follow the path along veering left 
riding below a picnic area with pergola 
and BBQs (you’re actually on the 
Ruffey Creek Circuit Trail).

At 19.2km turn right up the path to 
that picnic area and toilets on Old Cart 
Track (some interpretive information 
boards in this area).

19.3km: Map Point 9 
Ruffey Lake Park Victoria (aka 
Bismarck) Street Playground

Leaving Ruffey Lake Park (you can 
also read about the history of German 
settlers to the area and post-war 
changes here).

Cross Victoria Street to the shared 
footway, go left riding all the way to 
King Street.

At the traffic lights (19.8km) cross 
here and again go right on the new 
wide shared footway — staying off the 
busy road, until you get to Wyena Way.

20.9km: Map Point 10 
Wyena Way, Templestowe

Turn left onto Wyena Way — its all 
downhill and quiet — take the first 
right onto Taparoo Road, then left 
onto Moonbria Way, right again onto 
Browning Drive and follow this all the 
way to a little roundabout on Serpells 
Road.

Ahead of you is Bronte Playspace in 
Green Gully Park (water tap but no 
toilet) and in here is the Green Gully 
Trail (with even a sign telling you 
that Reynolds Road is 500m away, 
and Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road is 
1.9km).

The trail takes you to Bronte Rise, 
join the trail again at Jenkins Park 
(complete with playground and 
exercise machines), again take the 
Green Gully Trail through this park 
(with a sign indicating you’re heading 
to the Mullum Mullum Trail) and at 
this sign veer left to go through the 
underpass under Reynolds Road 
(another busy road avoided).

Continue along through the Green 
Gully Linear Park, the path then veers 
right crossing little Templemore Drive 
and up, popping you out opposite 
Aumanns Building and Garden 
Supplies on Heidelberg-Warrandyte 
Road (now at 23.9km).

Cross Templestowe Drive and follow 
the shared footway.

24.3km: Map Point 11 
Blackburn Road roundabout

Here the shared footway ends, cross 
Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road (left) 
and ride down The Parkway all the way 
to the Mullum Mullum Trail (but you’d 
know it as the Main Yarra Trail).

24.8km: Map Point 4 (return) 
The Parkway

Back here again, take the path 
right, or follow the road and just after 
the bridge that crosses the Mullum 
Mullum creek join the shared path 
again making your way back to the 
baseball field — remembering at the 
network of footbridges to turn the first 
footbridge right. 

25.7km: Map Point 3 (return) 
Deep Creek Reserve — Doncaster 

Baseball Club
Cross Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road 

at the refuge and go left, and left again 
onto the gravel bridge (that is, don’t go 
up the sealed Mullum Mullum Trail), 
passing the caravan park entrance and 
to those steps — walk up the steps with 
your bike.

Then at 26km at the top of these 
steps, go right up the Bellbird stone 
steps.

You’ll be under the high voltage 
power lines again, follow the road 
(Bellbird Place) all the way down 
back past the pool shop and veering 
right to the Warrandyte High School 
pedestrian crossing, but we’re not 
crossing, we’re continuing up the 
single track, avoiding the busy road 
again.

At 27.8km you’ll be crossing Tindals 
Road and hopping onto Melbourne 
Hill Road (bitumen) — retrace your 
path through the service lane and 
unmade path, back onto Melbourne  
Hill Rd — then whizz your way all the 
way down to Warrandyte-Heidelberg 
Road — it’s well worth it. 

29.4km: Map Point 2 (return) 
Warrandyte Skate park

Head down Taroona Road to the 
Taroona Reserve carpark and back 
onto the Warrandyte river reserve trail.

Head up the path (don’t go down) at 
the fork to pass the restored white dairy 
on your right back to the trailhead.

30.8km: Map Point 1 (return) 
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark — MTB3113 Trailhead

Here you are back in Warrandyte 
ready for refreshments and wondering 
why you ever thought 
adventures weren’t to be 
had in Templestowe.

Strava route QR code:

Warrandyte trail explorer
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Running up that hill — to fight CF

Mini-season for netball’s return

By CLAIRE JONES
WARRANDYTE always attracts a lot 
of visitors to our beautiful town and 
walking trails. 
But did you notice an unusual number 
of walkers, joggers and bike riders, 
all dressed in red in Warrandyte on 
Sunday, October 24? 
Well, they were all local families taking 
part in a virtual run and walk for Cystic 
Fibrosis Community Care. 

Comprising of 12 families Team 
Gallop embarked on their virtual Great 
Strides (a fun run and walk held every 
October) to raise awareness and funds 
for people living with cystic fibrosis 
(CF). 

Usually held around The Botanic 
Gardens (the Tan) in Melbourne, this 
was the second year the event needed 
to be held remotely. 

For the 50 or so members of Team 
Gallop, this entailed running the hills 
and trails of Warrandyte. 

CF is the most common, life-limiting 
genetic condition affecting Australians 
and approximately 3,500 people in 
Australia are living with CF. 

There is no cure yet, but advances in 
treatment and care are helping people 
to better manage their CF.

CF causes an abnormal build-up of 
thick and sticky mucus in the lungs, 
airways and digestive system.

Treatment requires intensive daily 
physiotherapy to clear the lungs and 
airways, countless medications and 
frequent hospitalisations.

We first made contact with Cystic 
Fibrosis Community Care when our 
son Jack was born with cystic fibrosis 
in 2007.  

After a rocky start to his life — surgery 
at The Royal Children’s Hospital to 
repair a twisted bowel, meeting the 
Cystic Fibrosis team, starting digestive 

enzymes before each feed and learning 
about daily physiotherapy exercises 
was quite a steep learning curve for 
first time parents! 

Connecting up with other families 
through Cystic Fibrosis Community 
Care was an invaluable support for us 
as new parents. 

“Great Strides is one of our biggest 
fundraising events,” said Cystic 
Fibrosis Community Care CEO, Karin 
Knoester.

“It allows us to raise money for vital 
services and programs, advocacy and 
research for the 1,600 people living 
with cystic fibrosis in Victoria and New 
South Wales.

“As a not-for-profit charitable 
o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  C y s t i c  F i b r o s i s 
Community Care relies heavily on the 
generosity of the Victorian and NSW 
public, as well as private donors and 
philanthropic sources. 

“Currently, only 20 per cent of our 
income is provided by various levels 
of government which is why events 
like these are so important,” she said.

Fast forward 14 years and Team 
Gallop is still going strong with a very 
active teenager at the helm who loves 
riding his bike and playing sport, 
which is an inspiration to others. 

Great Strides is a family-friendly 
event and is a great way to bring people 
together. 

It’s also a good way to remind us that 
while CF can sometimes be a hidden 
illness, there is a lot constantly going 
on behind the scenes each day in terms 
of physiotherapy and tablets taken. 

What we take for granted — being 
able to go out for a walk or run — isn’t 
always easy for others. 

These past couple of years have 
certainly delivered a fair amount of 
challenges, but one of the positives has 

been the great community we live in.  
So if you spotted a red t-shirt or two 

running for the hills of Warrandyte, it 
was all in aid of a great cause! 

Information about Great Strides 
and Cystic Fibrosis Community 
Care can be found via their website 
www.cfcc.org.au.

By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
DONCASTER & District Netball 
Association is bringing Netball 
back, with a four week mini-season.  
The netball mini season will run from 
November 13 to December 4, and will 
be from Under 9 to Open Age. 

Game times will be subject to the 
number of teams entered and will 
be structed to avoid crowded change 
overs. 

Parents, coaches, and players are 
advised to get in, play, and get out. 

Strictly only one parent/guardian 
per family allowed.

With a chance to get some netball  
in before the new year, everyone is 
reminded that if you are close enough 
to be called for obstruction, you need 
to spread out.

Warrandyte Netball’s COVID plan 
remains the same that it has been 
during the pandemic. 

Making sure everyone is well spaced 
on the new outdoor courts, sanitising 
equipment between sessions, and 
only those involved in the training 
itself and required for it to run are 
present. 

Warrandyte Netball President, Eilish 
Vaughan says everyone is so excited to 

be getting back into netball after such 
a long time. 

“It’s fantastic that we’ve reached a 
turning point allowing the players to 
return with more certainty,” she said.
The four-week competition has been 
designed to be a fun way for players to 
reconnect with friends and play some 
netball before the year is finished. 

There will be no official scoring, no 
ladders, and no finals. 

“We’re very excited and grateful 
for Doncaster Districts Netball 
Association going to the effort of 
running a mini season,” said Eilish. 

“It’s a great way to keep the girls fit 
and their interests peaked whilst we 
wait for our next full season.”

After the mini season finishes, that’s 
it for 2021. 

The Autumn Season commences 
February 19, 2022 and runs until 
mid-June. 

As well as a return to play, Eilish told 
the Diary: “With lifting restrictions we 
are looking forward to getting back 
into the swing of things, having some 
of our beloved communal events that 
we have missed so much.”

Tennis bounces back
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
COMMUNITY sport has returned, and 
with it, clubs, coaches, and associations 
have been tirelessly working to ensure 
that everyone get back to playing in a 
safe and enjoyable way. 

Tennis has been in a slightly different 
situation to other community sport.

As a mostly individual sport, coaches 
have been able to run session under 
the personal trainer guidelines. 

Craig Haslam, who coaches in the 
Banyule and Manningham area, and 
head coach of the Warrandyte Tennis 
Club, has been running sessions since 
October 4. 

Craig spoke to the Diary about the 
constant changes in guidelines and 
the return to tennis.

“The councils have said as long as 
you are following Tennis Victoria’s 
guidelines you are fine,” said Craig.

While it is fantastic news that 
coaching has been allowed since 
October, one of the early challenges 
has been organising vaccinated 
coaches with vaccinated students. 

“Up to five fully vaccinated students 
could train with a fully vaccinated 
coach, of course you have some of the 
coaches who are not yet vaccinated 

so it is just about matching them up.”
With the full training program being 

able to resume, competition will start 
for many players Saturday, November 
6 and Sunday, November 7. 

The fixtures released by Eastern 
Region Tennis Inc for the summer 
season is about as close to normal as 
you could hope for, with the season 
running into the end of March 2022 
and a two-week finals series, with the 
Grand Finals to be played on April 2. 

Craig explained that because this 
competition is usually term four and 
term one the following year, that it is 
going ahead as planned, however a 
drop in players has meant that some 
players may have moved up a division 
and a few competitions have been 
merged. 

While the guidelines do allow for 
those who are not fully vaccinated 
to participate in community sport, 
assuming the premise is only open 
for community sport, Tennis Victoria 
have stated in their guidelines: “At their 
discretion, some clubs may wish to 
introduce measures beyond the above 
guidelines. 

“Tennis Victoria recognises and 
supports the ability of clubs to do so.”
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Warrandyte Cicket Club ready for restart

Redbacks on the rebound for summer season

By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
LOCKDOWN IS over! 
With it brings exciting times, one of 

which is a return to cricket. 
The RDCA have announced that 

for senior cricket, a return to training 
started Friday, October 22, with 
density restrictions and adhering to 
COVID plans. 

The 21/22 season will commence 
Saturday, November 13, with a One 
Day format across all grades as it was 
last season. 

The season will be six rounds prior to 
the Christmas Break, and eight rounds 
from January 8, playing each team 
twice, once at home and once away. 

Finals series will commence as 
follows: Premier Grades will play 
finals over 3 weeks beginning Saturday 
March 5. 

All other grades will play two weeks 
of finals beginning Saturday, March 5. 

All finals will have reserve days with 
that being the adjoining Sunday.

The Warrandyte Women’s season will 
start on Sunday, November 21 with 
more details on finals to be advised. 

In addition to Senior Cricket, 
War randyte have a  number of  
Veteran’s teams this season. 

Over 40s, 50s, 60s, and 70s cricket will 
be starting up in November.

Of course, it is not just senior 
cricket returning, kids of all ages 
are encouraged to play cricket, with 
Warrandyte’s Junior Blaster program 
commencing Friday, November 12. 

These sessions are ideal for kids 
aged 5-8, regardless of skill level. Here 
they can learn ball skills, catching, 
throwing, and teamwork through fun 
game-based activities. 

By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
ENTERING NOVEMBER and hitting 
the kind of weather that entices those 
eight-legged creatures out of hiding, 
45 of them have been found anxiously 
awaiting the news we all wanted at 
Warrandyte Basketball. 

That is right! Basketball is back, 
the EDJBA have released the fixture 
and all 45 Redback teams have been 
announced for Warrandyte. 

Initially the season was set to start 
on November 6, with six grading 
games in the lead up to the Christmas 
break, before returning on February 
5 for regular competition, running 
through to the end of March, with a 
two-week finals series. 

This has now been pushed back 
a week and the season will now 

commence on November 13. 
At this point in time, the EDJBA 

are at Green-50, which allow the 
following to occur: 

Training and competition can 
resume with the minimum number 
of people required
• Vaccination requirements 

don’t apply to community 
sport, however this is subject to 
the venue user policy. Terms of 
entry are dictated by the venue 
operator including schools, 
councils and third-party entities 
who may choose to enforce 
vaccination requirements

• A limit of 1 spectator per 
participant is recommended, up 
to a Density Quotient (DQ) 1:4m2 
and group limits of 30

• Masks are mandatory for all 
patrons over 12 years of age at all 
times unless medically exempt. 
Players, coaches and referees 
are exempt while on court 
participating in an exertive role.

As the season commences and 
Victoria continues to hit vaccination 
targets these restrictions may differ, so 
it is important for all parents, players, 
officials, and volunteers to stay on top 
of the current changes. Warrandyte 
Basketball is incredibly excited to 
return, and while the VJBL (Venom, 
Rep competition) are yet to announce 
the fixtures, many clubs, including 
Warrandyte, have been pushing 
forward with try-outs in anticipation 
for a return to the court. 

The Warrandyte Cricket Club Vetrans had a  visit from Channel 9 News 
reporter Clint Stanaway, complete with camera crew, as the Veterans 
resumed training recently as part of Victoria’s first Over 70s League.

Chat Nick Oremic

Career limiting catch

Under 16sThunderdome action

In the middleSproaty — keeper action

70 not out
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