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Rocky road to recovery

The road ahead may be as rocky as a walk over Fourth Hill. The road begins as we skirt past the cemetery and make 
the difficult climb towards the peak. As the curve flattens out, a choice of many paths lies before us, but one wrong 
step could see us with the ground open beneath our feet. Turn one way and we retrace our steps back up to the 
peak, on a treacherous track littered with discarded masks. Some paths lead back to school, some to the cricket at 
Warrandyte Reserve, and the greatest hope is to find ourselves on Bence’s Track that leads to Whipstick Gully and 
the Grand Hotel, where we can all have a well-deserved pot and parma, and a haircut at Emma’s. See our COVID 
coverage on — well, to be frank, Pages 1–32 — because every story is touched by the pandemic in one way or another.
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Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands 
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and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and 
acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people continue to play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra 
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked 
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became 
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established 
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river 
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were 
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian 
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural 
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has 
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression 
of that spirit.
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... Subscribe now
warrandytediary.com.au 
to sign up to our mailing list

Get the
Warrandyte Diary  
straight to your inbox

We return to our roots and 
sif t through the Warrandyte 
Diary archives to find out how 
Warrandyte has changed (or 
hasn’t at all) over the past 50 
years.

OCTOBER 1, 1971

WHITE HOUSE SITE FOR 
CLUBS CENTRE

Doncaster and Templestowe Council is 
negotiating to buy the White House as a 
centre for the Community Youth Club and 
Elderly Citizens.
The White House, situated in Taroona 
Avenue adjacent to the Warrandyte 
Recreation Reserve, has been used as a 
restaurant and school in recent years.
Youth Club leaders this week said they were 
delighted with the prospect of gaining such 
an ideal “home”.
Earlier it had been suggested that a site at 

the corner of Harris Gully Road and Yarra 
Street be developed as a community centre.
However, there were some people who were 
not happy with this proposal.
They feared the destruction of trees in an 
area already threatened by large-scale land 
development.
Others felt that a centre on this site could 
create traffic hazards, particularly for young 
children attending youth club.
News of council’s decision to negotiate for 
the purchase of the White House is seen as a 
firm intention to proceed with a community 
centre for Warrandyte.
Residents interviewed by Warrandyte Diary 
this week welcomed the news of this major 
breakthrough.
Miss Cathy Young, a youth club leader said, 
“with minor modification, the White House 
will prove to be an ideal place for children’s 
activities.
“The council must be congratulated on their 
foresight.
“We can’t wait to get in and get things 
underway.”
At a council meeting last month, the motion 
to buy the White House was moved by Cr 
Ken Buxton.
Cr Buxton told Warrandyte Diary, “So far as 

I’m concerned the community centre has 
top priority for loan money for this ward.
“ T h e  p r e m i s e s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  a s 
accommodation for both the youth club and 
the elderly citizens on a temporary basis, 
and as soon as money becomes available — 
sometime during the next 12 months — the 
building will be demolished and a fine new 
centre will be erected.”
Warrandyte Ward councillors met with 
representatives of the youth club, elderly 
citizens and arts association to discuss their 
requirements within the new community 
centre complex.

NEW VICARAGE
A new vicarage is being built by the 
congregation of St Stephens Anglican 
church.
It is believed that this will be the first 
permanent Anglican vicarage ever built in 
Warrandyte.
This move follows the creation of Warrandyte 
and Park Orchards as a separate parish with 
the Rev Roger Featherston as priest-in-
charge.
“Mr Featherston is a young man, modern in 
outlook and promises to be a dynamic force 
in Christian education in our community,” a 
church spokesman said last week.
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Heading down the road again

Light at the end of the COVID tunnel

By JAMES POYNER
WE ARE WELL on our way to a future 
full of less restrictions and more time 
spent with friends and family who 
many have not seen, in person, for a 
very long time.

On September 28, Victoria passed 
the Phase A threshold of 80 per 
cent first dose of eligible 16+ adults 
which means the gradual return to 
on-site learning and some additional 
freedoms such as the exercise and 
shopping bubble being extended to 
15 kilometres.

L o c a l l y ,  M a n n i n g h a m  a n d 

Nillumbik are on track, with data 
released by the Department of Health 
stating as of Monday, September 
20, 76.6 per cent of Manningham 
residents had received first dose, with 
Nillumbik tracking slightly better at 
82.7 per cent.

At the roadmap announcement 
on September 19, State Government 
noted that it  is now time to implement 
the National Plan to transition 
Australia’s  National COVID-19 
Response, which allows the gradual 
opening up of the economy, but also 
stems the flow of critical coronavirus 

cases so as not to overwhelm the 
healthcare system.

For local businesses, the future 
begins to look brighter from the end 
of October.

When Victoria hits the target of 70 
per cent of eligible 16+ population 
fully vaccinated — which is expected 
around October 26 (National Plan 
Phase B) — hairdressers, beauty, 
personal care, and hospitality open 
up, with density quotient (DQ), patron 
caps and a requirement for customers 
and staff to be fully vaccinated.

Hair, beauty and personal care 

will be allowed to have up to five 
customers with a DQ of four square 
metres per person.

Hospitality, such as cafes and 
restaurants will be allowed up to 50 
seated patrons, fully vaccinated, but 
outdoors only and conforming to DQ4 
requirements.

The “permitted radius” also extends 
to 25 kilometres which means the 
opening weekend of National Plan 
Phase B is likely to mean Warrandyte 
is very busy as those confined to more 
urban suburbs escape to the green 
wedge.

Expanding the vaccine rollout
The Federal Government recently 

announced that the Theraputic Goods 
Agency (TGA) and Australian Technical 
Advisory Group on Immunisation 
(ATAGI) have approved and support 
the use of the mRNA based Spikevax 
vaccine — more commonly referred 
to as the Moderna vaccine — for use 
by 12–59 year olds.

This vaccine is available through 
community pharmacies.

This now means there are two 
vaccines available for those aged 12+; 
Pfizer and Moderna.

By JAMES POYNER
REMOTE LEARNING has been a 
major component of schooling for 
students at all levels during the past 
18 months.

For Year 12 students it has been 
especially stressful as not only do 
they have to deal with the stress of 
exams, but they have had to do it, 
via computer, in the isolation of their 
own home.

But with vaccination ramping up 
and the agreed National Plan now in 
effect, our students at the most critical 
part of their education journey can 
finally get back to the classroom.

With 70 per cent of the eligible adult 
population at least single dosed, our 
society has already begun to open up.

Note, these changes are in addition 
to children of authorised workers and 
vulnerable children who are already 

still participating in on-site learning.
On October 5, Students sitting the 

GAT (General Achievement Test) will 
be able to do so in the classroom.

This will be followed by on-site 
learning for VCE Unit 3/4, and 
final year VCAL and IB students on 
October 6.

From October 18, Prep, Grade 1 
and Grade 2 students will return 
to part-time on-site learning, with 
Prep on-site Monday — Wednesday, 
and Grade 1 and 2 students on-site 
Thursdays and Fridays.

When the eligible adult population 
reaches 70 per cent double vaccinated, 
which is expected to be around 
October 26, on-site learning will open 
up for all Primary and Secondary aged 
children — to some extent.

Phase B of the National Plan sees a 
continuation of existing arrangements 
plus:

• Grades 3 and 4: on-site Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays

• Grades 5 and 6: on-site Thursdays 
and Fridays

• Year 7 students will be full time 
Monday to Friday

• Year 8 and 9: on-site Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays

• Year 10 students on-site Thursdays 
and Fridays

• Year 11 students full time Monday 
to Friday
On around November 5, it  is 

expected the eligible adult population 
will reach and pass its 80 per cent fully 
vaccinated target and all schooling 
will return to normal.

The three Vs of the education 
sector

In addition to the roadmap, Minister 
for  Education,  James Merlino 
announced the State Government’s 

three Vs for a safe return to school.
T h e  t h r e e  Vs ;  v e n t i l a t i o n , 

vaccination, and vital CovidSafe 
steps is part of a $190M+ initiative 
to provide schools with equipment 
needed to reduce the chances of 
Coronavirus spreading in our schools.

Mr Merlino said the introduction 
of air purification devices will help 
keep kids safe once they are back in 
the classroom.

“I know Victorian families can’t 
wait to see their kids back in the 
classroom — but we need to keep 
them safe once they’re there, and 
we’re delivering ventilation devices 
to prevent as much transmission on 
school sites as possible.

“With a roadmap in place to get all 
students back to school safely, we’ll 
make sure every single Victorian 
child is supported when they’re 

back in the classroom — whether 
that’s with their schoolwork or their 
wellbeing,” he said.

Term 4 will see 51,000 air purification 
devices rolled out to all government 
and low-fee non-government schools 
and installed in “high risk” areas 
such as staff rooms, hallways, music 
rooms, and “sick bays”.

Additionally, these schools will be 
entitled to a grant of up to $25,000 
as part of the School Shade Grants 
Program, to create outdoor learning 
spaces.

In addition, State Government has 
mandated that all staff in schools 
and early childhood services will be 
required to have had their first dose 
of coronavirus vaccine by October 18, 
or have a booking within one-week of 
that date, and to be fully vaccinated 
by November 29.

Stirred but not 
too shaken

By JAMES POYNER
RESIDENTS OF WARRANDYTE 
and surrounds, both human and 
animal, had an unexpected surprise 
with their morning coffee on 
Wednesday, September 22, when 
a 5.9 magnitude shook the State.

The epicentre was just outside 
Mansfield, some 200km north 
of Melbourne, at a depth of 10 
kilometres which experts say is 
very shallow, but the effects were 
felt throughout the entire state and 
as far as Tasmania, South Australia, 
and New South Wales.

While there have been reports of 
some damage to properties, most 
survived the experience, which 
shook the walls for about one-
minute, with little more than some 
cracked plaster and startled pets.

In  t h e  m o m e nt s  a f t e r,  t h e 
community took to social media, 

initially looking for clarification 
with posts such as “was that an 
earthquake?” and later using the 
event to relieve some social tension 
— thorough memes — as our 
society grapples with lockdowns, 
pandemics, and far-right protestors.

Let history note that — for 
most — the impact of the biggest 
earthquake in Australia since 1997 
was a distraction from the stresses 
of living through a pandemic.
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Big Build responds to community concerns

Reclaiming The Pound

By SANDI MILLER
FOLLOWING OUR coverage last 
month regarding community groups’ 
concerns over Big Build projects, 
several arms of the Major Transport 
infrastructure Authority that are 
overseeing the projects responded 
collectively to the concerns raised in 
the Diary.

A spokesperson for Major Transport 
Infrastructure Authority (MTIA) 
told the Diary that the projects that 
incorporate Victoria’s Big Build: 
North East Link, Hurstbridge Line 
Duplication, the Fitzsimons Lane 
Upgrade, Suburban Rail Loop, and 
the Metro Tunnel, will all help locals 
get where they need to go safer and 
sooner, and community engagement 
always happens before major works 
begin.

“Our project teams have heard 
feedback from tens of thousands of 
local people, which has guided the 
designs of our projects from the start 
and led to meaningful improvements 
including more walking and cycling 
paths, better accessibility, and 
significant planting and landscaping.”

“We’ll continue to keep locals 
updated and seek community 
feedback as we build the transport 
infrastructure the north-east needs 
and deserves.”

Fitzsimons Lane 
A  s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e 

Fitzsimons Lane project said there 
has been extensive engagement 
during planning and delivery of the 
Fitzsimons Lanes Upgrade project 
with over 1,000 pieces of feedback 
from community and stakeholder 
meetings, phone calls and written 
correspondence.

M I TA  h a d  m o r e  t h a n  5 6 0 
conversations in person and over the 
phone with community members, 
more than 700 pieces of written 
feedback, meetings with the Eltham 
Community Action Group, and 
community information sessions.

“There have also been more than 
9,000 visits to our project website,” the 
statement said.

MITA’s statement said design 
changes in response to community 
feedback, announced in February 
2020, have “already enabled the 
retention of approximately 150 trees 
and reduced the footprint of the 
Fitzsimons Lane and Main Road 
intersection by around 15 per cent 
while still delivering travel and safety 
improvements”.

The project changes included the 
removal of two traffic lanes from the 
Eltham approach and the removal 
of dedicated bus queue-jump lanes.

It said further options will continue 
to be considered as the project 
progresses.

“ Through a series of  careful 
design considerations, based on 
community feedback, the project will 
plant thousands more trees than the 
number that is needed to be removed 
to deliver this vital road improvement 
project,” the statement said.

MITA says an additional 6,000 
indigenous trees will be planted 
under a new partnership between 
Major Road Projects Victoria and 
Rotary Club of Eltham, “meaning 
more than six new trees will be 
planted for every tree removed as part 
of the project”.

A network of new and upgraded 
walking and cycling paths will 
be delivered creating new active 

transport connections to the wider 
public transport network.

A major concern of the Eltham 
Community Action Group was the 
disregard of the alternative design for 
the intersection the group put forward 
during the consultation process.

Major Road Projects Victoria 
has said it has reviewed all design 
options, including one put forward 
by the Eltham Community Action 
Group to retain the roundabout at 
the intersection of Main Road and 
Fitzsimons Lane.

It has engaged multiple leading 
design consultants to assess this 
roundabout option, however it was 
found not to meet the safety and 
traffic performance requirements.

“The final design will make this 
critical link significantly better for 
all motorists, users of the smart bus 
routes, cyclists and pedestrians for 
decades to come, as well as improving 
emergency access and egress.

“The Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade 
project will continue to work with 
community to help create the new 
gateway into Eltham, ensuring the 
urban design captures the local sense 
of place,” the statement said.

Hurstbridge Line Duplication
The Hurstbridge Line Duplication 

received more than 1,000 pieces of 
feedback from the community from 
mid-2019 to August 2021, which 
helped shape the project designs 

to have better accessibility and 
connections for passengers and 
locals.

Once this project is completed 
in 2022, around 2kms of track will 
have been duplicated between 
Greensborough and Montmorency 
and around 1.5kms between Diamond 
Creek and Wattle Glen.

“The investment will deliver two 
modern stations and will enable 
more trains, more often, making 
commuting safer and easier.

“The community’s local knowledge, 
combined with engineering and 
urban planning expertise, will ensure 
we understand local issues and 
get the best outcomes,” the MITA 
statement said.

P a r t  o f  r e c e n t  c o m m u n i t y 
consultation has been around 
the upgrades to the Eltham train 
substation where a Rapid Earth Fault 
Current Limiter (REFCL) is being 
constructed to protect the train 
substation from high voltage spikes.

The site upgrade will make it ready 
for bushfire protection technology, 
which is being installed on the 
electricity network.

The community was invited to have 
their say on the final colour and finish 
of the retaining wall.

A 50-vehicle carpark is to be built 
in Wattle Glen, there has been a 
portal established for feedback on 
that project at: engage.vic.gov.au/
car-park-upgrades-drouin-nng-ufg-

and-yarraman/wattle-glen-station-
car-park-planning-approvals-
consultation.

Locals can stay up-to-date on 
further opportunities to have their 
say on Big Build projects, by visiting 
bigbuild.vic.gov.au/community.

North East Link
A statement from MITA regarding 

North East Link said it started talking 
to the community early and undertook 
a comprehensive Environment Effects 
Statement(EES) process.

“More than 15,000 pieces of 
community feedback over five years 
has helped to shape the project,” the 
statement said.

“More than 10,000 people have 
visited North East Link information 
s e s s i o n s  a n d  o u r  W a t s o n i a 
Community Hub, and we’ve had 
thousands of conversations with local 
people and businesses.

“Our community l iaison and 
business liaison groups include 
locals from a range of backgrounds 
including traders, local residents, 
sports clubs and schools.

“Locals will continue to help shape 
the plans for North East Link — 
we’re working with our preferred 
bidder to finalise the design for the 
project, ready to share details with the 
community and seek their input,” the 
statement continued.

M I TA  s ay s  a  w i d e  ra n g e  o f 
approaches and tools have been used 
to encourage public involvement in 
Big Build projects.

This has included public hearings 
as part of an EES process, face-to-face 
engagement, ongoing meetings with 
councils, online surveys, creation 
of Community Liaison Groups and 
Business Liaison Groups, workshops 
and community information sessions.

“Communities are at the heart of 
Victoria’s Big Build — we’re working 
with locals every step of the way as 
we plan, design and build the major 
transport projects that will transform 
travel in the north-east.”

By JAMES POYNER
THOSE MORE familiar with the 
geography of The Pound will have 
noticed there is a new area to explore 
near the Rangers’ Station.

The long dormant properties at 9012 
Pound Bend Road have now been 
demolished and cleared, rocks have 
been placed to mark the boundary 
with the road and a Parks’ gate to 
prevent unauthorised vehicle access 
has been installed.

The land was acquired by State 
Government via a Public Acquisition 
Overlay nearly a decade ago — 
according to our research — and 
the demolition is a key part of Parks 
Victoria’s strategy to return the land 
to its native state.

Faye Williams, Area Chief Ranger, 
Parks Victoria, spoke to the Diary 
about the works and their plans to 
rehabilitate the landscape.

“Parks Victoria is rehabilitating the 
recently cleared land at 9012 Pound 
Road in Warrandyte State Park, with 
natural regeneration — supported 
by indigenous planting and weed 
control activities — key to restoring 
the site back to bushland.

“The Friends of the Warrandyte 
State Park will  be involved in 
rehabilitating the site and bringing it 
back to a more natural setting.

“Planting, weeding and habitat 
protection activities will continue 
throughout the Park to strengthen 
the Warrandyte-Kinglake habitat 

corridor in partnership with local 
councils and other land management 
agencies.

“Members of the public can access 
this area by foot to enjoy passive 
recreation and wildlife spotting in the 
natural environment.

“A gate has been installed to prevent 
unauthorised vehicle access only,” 
she said.

While lockdown restrictions are in 
place, volunteer activities on Parks 
Land are not permitted.

If you have not already explored 
this new section of The Pound, now 
is a great time to get to know it, and 
watch as the landscape is returned to 
a more natural, bush state.

Bird count sees  
small bird decline

PARTICIPATION IN the Aussie 
Backyard Bird Count may have 
revealed a disturbing trend in small 
bird decline in urban gardens across 
the country.

BirdLife Australia are now asking 
for Australians to play a part in the 
Bird Count this year to determine if 
these trends are ongoing.

The Count is in its eighth year and 
takes contributions of more than 
100,000 citizen scientists to create 
a snapshot of the state of Australia’s 
backyard birds and the population of 
different species.

The results from previous Aussie 
Backyard Bird Counts year-on-year 
have revealed a loss of many of our 
once common small garden birds, 
such as the Superb Fairy-wren, 
Silvereye and Willie Wagtail. 

Participants can also help bird 
experts to see if the two most 
commonly recorded birds are still 
Rainbow Lorikeet and Noisy Miner. 

These birds have been dominant in 
previous years, after benefitting from 
decades of native tree planting in city 
parks and gardens.

Their success may be coming at a 
cost to other smaller or shyer birds 
which are pushed out by these bolder 
birds. 

“ Th e  C ou nt  i s  a n  e xc e l l e nt 
opportunity for those still under 
restrictions in Victoria and New 
South Wales to use their time at 
home to help our native birds,” Mr 
Dooley said.

For more information, or to join 
the count on October 18–24, go to 
www.aussiebirdcount.org.au.

Photo: JACQUIE WITHERS
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By SANDI MILLER
AT  I T S  S E P T E M B E R  m e e t i n g , 
Manningham Council  voted to 
adopt the name wonguim wilam 
[pronounced “won-goom wil-lum”] 
as the official name of the park at the 
base of the Warrandyte Bridge.

M a y o r  o f  M a n n i n g h a m  C r 
Andrew Conlon said he thanked the 
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Cultural 
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation 
for engaging in this process with 
Manningham.

“It is a great step in the right direction 
for us as Manningham as we move 
towards reconciliation.”

He said adopting a Woi Wurrung 
name for the park was a “historic 
moment for Manningham”, and he 
hoped that this would be the first of 
many places in Manningham to adopt 
a Woi Wurrung name.

“But more importantly I hope to 
maintain this great relationship we 
have with the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung 
Cultural Heritage Corporation,” Cr 
Conlon said.

Recognising Lions
Yarra Ward Councillor Carli Lange 

made a statement at the council 
m e e t i n g  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e 
contribution Warrandyte Lions Club 
has made over the last 50 years.

She explained to the Diary:
“The Warrandyte Lions Club past 

and present members have been 
custodians of the former tennis courts 
for the last 45–48 years and have spent 
their time and resources caring for the 
local environment, maintenance and 
tennis courts.
The Warrandyte Lions Club [have 
said they] would like to take this 
opportunity to honour our Aboriginal 
people (past, present, and emerging) 
and take a leadership role in 
reconciliation, as we approach the 
official naming of what we have all 
known as Lions Park.
Lions Park has never been officially 
registered as a name, but is well known 
as Lions Park in the community and 
by Council because of the significant 
contribution the Warrandyte Lions 
Club has had within the park. 
Moving forward, the park precinct 
will be given a Woi-Wurrung name 
approved by the Woi-Wurrung 
Elders, highlighting our community’s 
commitment to reconciliation, and 
honouring our original owners of 
the land.
Significant signage will be placed 
throughout the park taking us 
on a journey of the monumental 
contribution The Lions Club have 
had and continue to have in the park, 
tennis courts, exercise equipment 
and maintenance of BBQ shelter 
and BBQs.
The Warrandyte Lions Club are 

significant stakeholders in the past, 
present and future advancement of 
the park and should be honoured 
accordingly throughout the whole 
area.
I  l o o k  f o r w a rd  t o  c o n t i n u a l 
consultation between Manningham 

Council, the Warrandyte Lions Club, 
the Warrandyte Historical Society, 
and the Warrandyte Community 
Association on the care, future, and 
upgrade of the park, while ensuring 
this area honours all its custodians 
and future stakeholders”.

Following a unanimous vote, the 
Woi-Wurrung name was adopted for 
the park, including the area known 
as the Federation Playspace, with 
signage to be installed recognising the 
contributions made by Lions and other 
groups over the history of the site.

Our park gets a Woi Wurrung name

A brief history of wonguim wilam

VALERIE POLLEY
WARRANDYTE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY
THE NEW PARK development 
replacing the old tennis courts by 
the bridge has been a huge success 
and widely used.

It is about to receive a new name.
There are a few more steps to be 

undertaken before it becomes official, 
but the process is underway.

M a n n i n g h a m  C o u n c i l  h a s 
worked with Aunty Doreen and the 
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Cultural 
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation, to 
approve the park’s name of wonguim 
wilam [pronounced “won-goom wil-
lum”], which translates to Boomerang 
Place.

Wu r u n d j e r i ’s  Au nt y  D o re e n 
provided the reason below for this 
name: 

“Warrandyte Implement Making 
Pre‐contact food resources/areas 
where people continued to procure 
food.
Aboriginal people were seen making 
spears and boomerangs from tea tree 
in the vicinity of Trezise Street and 
Cemetery Road.”
Bill Onus, who was living in Epping, 

is recorded as giving boomerang 
demonstrations at the old Warrandyte 
cricket ground.

Two of these Boomerangs were 
given to Bill McCulloch (a local 
resident).

Bill Onus was born in the 1920s 
indicating that a possible date for the 
boomerang demonstrations could be 
anywhere between the 1940s–1960s. 

This may also be the source of a 
miniature boomerang located at 
Pound Bend and held at the Parks 
Victoria office (AAV 7922‐560).

We have a boomerang purchased 
from an Aboriginal man (who we 
remember as Bill, so assume was Bill 
Onus) at the Recreation Reserve in 
the late 1960s.

It is the only one we have ever 
bought that actually returns when 
thrown.

Bill demonstrated the correct throw 
at the time, and it has been used quite 

a bit and is a bit battered — Polley 
Family.

Readers may be interested in the 
following item which is part of a series 
on Warrandyte Prehistory written by 
member/resident Lee Scott Virtue.

Lee has degrees in archaeology 
and histor y and ran her  own 
archaeological consultancy business 
for a number of years.

This record contains historic 
language that may be considered 
outdated or offensive.

The original wording and content 
have been retained in the interests of 
research and historical data.

WHS Newsletter December 1982 
This instalment will be devoted to 
some of the traditional Aboriginal 
activities observed in the Warrandyte 
area.
Whilst it seems most of the old 
cultural learnings were lost by 
the middle 1840s a number of 
traditional activities were observed 
in the area as late as the 1930s.
Several oral traditions mention the 
presence of a number of clay ovens 
around Pound Bend and along other 
parts of the river.
Aborigines were observed baking 
magpies, ‘blackfellas’ bread and 
snakes and lizards in clay ovens 
situated under the original bridge 
across the Yarra.
The magpies were placed, complete 
with feathers, in the ovens and baked 
approximately an hour or until the 
feathers came free of the meat.
Pieces of snakes and lizards were 
often mixed with the ‘bread’.
Bill McCulloch mentions seeing 
literally dozens of these mud ovens 
under and around the old bridge 
and witnessed a number of the above 
activities taking place on several 
occasions.
This appears to have been sometime 
between the late 1920s and early 
1930s.
These activities were probably 
carried out by Aborigines visiting 
the area.
It was during this period when 
Healesville was finally closed down, 
leaving many Aborigines who 
refused to go to Lake Tyers to roam 
the area quite freely.
By this time also there appears to 
have been no permanent aboriginal 

residents left in the area.
Native bread (or Blackfellow’s bread 

as it was known in colonial times) 
is a fungus Laccocephalum mylittae 
(formerly Polyporus mylittae).

It has a texture like closely pressed 
grains of cereal and was eaten by 
Aboriginal people.

Bill  McCulloch (who died in 
1987) was a long-time resident of 
Warrandyte.

He was the last mounted “postie” 
in Victoria as well as a gravedigger 
and a Trustee at the Anderson Creek 
Cemetery.

The following information has 
recently been sent to Manningham 
Council for possible signage for the 
new park.

Riverside Rallies 
It was reported in the Evelyn 

Observer in 1912 that the Templestowe 
Shire Council had been successful in 
having the strip of Government land, 
including the tennis court up to the 
battery site, proclaimed a Recreation 
Reserve.

It was thought that, together with 
the river frontage, it would create 
a park, which would benefit both 
residents and visitors.

Over the decades their foresight has 
proven very true.

The tennis court mentioned was the 
first (east-west) tennis court built by 
Warrandyte Tennis Club volunteers 
in 1908, close to the river and the 
picturesque timber bridge.

M a t c h e s  w e r e  s o o n  b e i n g 
organised between adjoining clubs 
and improvements made with new 
planting and fencing planned.

However, over the early years the 
club’s activities waxed and waned 
according to demand and support 
and it was not until the later 1920s 
that the club began to flourish on a 
more permanent basis.

In 1934,  catastrophic f loods 
engulfed the court requiring much 
remedial work and then the Black 
Friday fires of 1939 literally melted 
the asphalt.

Yet the club recovered and continue 
to play on a new north-south concrete 
court even during the WWII years and 
the club continued to prosper.

The 1950s saw the area undergo 
considerable change with the 
replacement of the old bridge.

The court was resurfaced with 
asphalt in 1957.

A second court was added in 1961 
and both surfaced with en-tous-cas in 
1964 and a modest clubhouse built.

Then, in 1975 the Tennis Club 
moved to a  new home at  the 
recreation reserve where there were 
four courts and more room to grow.

The bridge tennis courts then fell 
into disrepair until the Warrandyte 
L i o n s  C l u b  t o o k  o v e r  t h e i r 
management in 1981.

The courts were made available for 
public hire (key to be collected from 
a nearby milk bar) and coaching 
classes held.

The Warrandyte Tennis Club could 
still access the courts when extra 
capacity was needed.

The Lions Club also provided 
barbecue facilities and parking and 
the Lions Park was well used.

However, as private tennis courts 
became more widely built, public 
use of the courts gradually declined, 
and the Lions Club eventually 
relinquished their management of 
the area.

From 2018 Manningham Council 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  M a s t e r p l a n 
Community Reference Group worked 
on plans to replace the courts with an 
attractive riverside park.

Stage 1 was opened in 2020 to 
general acclaim.

Stage 2, upgrading the children’s 
play area, is currently underway.

Bridging the Yarra
This was the site of the third (and 

longest lasting) wooden bridge over 
the river.

Built in 1875 this was a strongly 
built, trussed wooden bridge on 
yellow box piles set into solid rock.

Its length was 308 feet (94 metres) 
and its height from the bed of the river 
33 feet (about 10 metres).

The single-lane bridge provided 
a reliable link with the Caledonia 
Diggings and to other areas north of 
the river.

Over time the bridge withstood both 
fires and floods.

In the record floods of December 
1934, water from the flooded Yarra 
River covered the bridge decking at 
one stage, with debris such as trees, 
cattle, and haystack, pressing down 
with the swollen water.

A collapse was thought imminent 
but the bridge managed to survive 
the intense pressure.

The old wooden bridge was greatly 
loved by the residents.

There were many stories about it, 
such as residents who, if challenged 
for being slow across, would leave 
their vehicle in the middle thus 
blocking traffic flow.

It was at the centre of the festivities 
when seeing in the New Year.

Being very picturesque, the old 
wooden bridge was painted by many 
well-known artists and photographed 
by others.

The well-loved bridge survived until 
1955 when it was replaced by a solid 
two-lane concrete bridge, upgraded 
to three lanes wide in 2019.

Bridge Café
This was located at the village end 

of the bridge.
Various families ran the popular 

Bridge Café during the 1930s and 
40s serving Devonshire Teas and 
refreshments to locals and visitors 
alike.

There were reports of weekend 
tourists sitting in a line of traffic while 
the single-track, wooden span bridge 
disgorged oncoming vehicles and 
children took advantage of delays to 
buy ice creams from the café.

The Bridge Café was sold, and the 
building removed to make way for the 
new concrete bridge in 1955.

Kia-Ora and Taffy Jones residence
The two other buildings located 

here were burnt down in the Black 
Friday Bushfires of 1939 that swept 
through Warrandyte.

The Kia-Ora Café dated from the 
early 1900s.

It grew and prospered under several 
proprietors over the decades, offering 
suppers, catering for celebrations 
and coach parties, afternoon teas, 
wedding breakfasts and generally 
catering for locals and visitors alike.

Taffy Jones took over the cafe and 
residence in the 1920s.

The ruins that remain on the site 
are all that survive of Taffy Jones 
residence.

This article first appeared in the 
Warrandyte Historical Society 
newsletter, September 2021.



AstraZeneca 
and Pfizer 

vaccinations
available

� Book online www.warrandytemc.com.au

� 2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Phone � 8844 0188

We have 
expanded
our hours!

Bulk Billing GPs

Monday to Friday
7am to 9pm

Saturday and Sunday
8am to 6pm

Now Open

walk in patients welcome

Dr Rainbow Fung Dr Marice Villasenor

Dr Victor LauDr Gareth Cooze
Dr Atiya Khalid
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Riverside market thrives in lockdown

It is a family affair at Bocca

By JAMES POYNER
THE RIVERSIDE market is a Warrandyte 
institution and has been one of the 
success stories of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The October 2 online market is fated 
to be the final “online only” market on 
the standard market calendar with the 
National Plan meaning the committee 
can potentially green light the next 
market on November 6 to return to the 
Warrandyte riverside.

As we look towards a “COVIDsafe” 
summer, the Diary took the opportunity 
to talk to Market Manager, Greg Rowell, 
about the last two years.

There have been six online markets 
since lockdowns began.

Greg explained the initiative was 
put in place to help their struggling 
stallholders.

“The online markets were introduced 
to assist those stall holders who were 
finding it difficult to maintain an 
income in the absence of ‘live’ markets.

“Many did not understand how to 
take advantage of online selling and 
the committee, with the assistance 
of the market managers, held several 
webcasts to assist individual stall 
holders on how this thing called online 
selling worked.

“Many have since added it to their 
selling portfolio.”

With the market being run from the 
Riverside Market Facebook Page on 
market weekends, on a schedule that 
sees a new “stallholder” featured every 
five minutes, preparing for each market 
can be a challenge, with the stallholder 
content needing to be loaded onto the 
page just 24 hours before the market 
goes live.

But their perseverance has paid off 
and the last two markets have seen 
some real success stories.

Greg tells us the last two markets 
have connected more than 14,000 
people with local makers with stalls 
like Heidelberg West based Urban 
Farming Collective, which specialises 
in backyard mushroom kits, connecting 
with 3,000 people at the September 
online market and Box Hill South, 
Melissa Dimsey’s handmade card 
business connecting with more than 
2,000 potential customers.

The market committee, stallholders, 
a n d  t h e  b ro a d e r  ma rke t  g o i ng 
community can potentially look forward 
to visiting these stallholders, and more, 
in person at the November 6, December 
4 markets, and the Christmas market 
planned for December 18.

But the question now is, after pivoting 
to an online model, does the committee 
now incorporate that into the more 
traditional format?

“ That  is  s omething yet  to  be 
determined by the committee and 
will be included in our next planning 
meeting for 2022,” begins Greg.

“What we need to be careful about is 
not to take away or lessen the audience 
and potential sales for other markets 
that are presented locally that support 
the local community.

“Our market, which is one of the 
largest markets in the eastern suburbs, 
has its timeline slot, that being the 
first Saturday of the month except for 
January with an additional market on 
the third Saturday in December.

“Other market providers are aware of 
our schedule and timeline their markets 
accordingly.”

The traditional market is managed 
by its five partners; Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte and Donvale; The 
Lions Club of Warrandyte; North 
Wa r ra n d y t e  C FA ;  Wa r ra n d y t e 
Community Association and the 
Warrandyte Community Church and 
Greg tells us most of the volunteers 
are sourced from these groups and 
organisations.

However, Greg says they are always 
after more volunteers.

“We are always seeking new 
volunteers and if anyone is interested 
in assisting the market, please email 

stalls@warrandyteriversidemarket.
com.au or contact  the market 
managers on 0428 507 290.”

Greg says the volunteers are only 
needed for the traditional market as 
the online element is managed solely 
by the market managers and, as it 
stands, Warrandyte Riverside Market 
online has an uncertain future.

But we live in interesting and 
changing times, so who knows what 
the future holds.

The adaptability and resilience of 
the market is a symbol of the same 
traits that make Warrandyte such 

a desirable community to visit and 
become a part of.

COVIDsafe will undoubtably mean 
we need to change our practices and 
behaviours and a recent report on ABC 
News about “the Great Resignation” in 
which people choose lifestyle over 
work, maybe this is the perfect time 
to become part of a great Warrandyte 
institution, and not just shop there.

Regardless, this writer is looking 
for ward to seeing a  return of 
stallholders to the riverside, and 
cannot wait to see you there too.

By SANDI MILLER
PIZZA IS IN Sam Dib’s blood.

H e  i s  a  t h i r d - g e n e r a t i o n 
restauranteur.

After running the family business 
with his grandfather, father, and uncles 
for 25 years, he and his wife Sarah, 
and their collective eight children, 
are carrying on the family tradition at 
Bocca in Warrandyte’s West End.

“I grew up in the industry, my 
grandfather, my father and I had Lipari 
Pizza in Boronia for 25 years.

“When my grandfather retired, we 
wanted something a bit different, and 
we wanted somewhere we could call 
home — and we found Warrandyte,” 
Sam said.

Taking on the restaurant just weeks 
before COVID struck was never going 
to be easy for the family business, 
but they have turned adversity into 
success, with a thriving take away 
service and are just busting to get the 
doors open again.

“We are very lucky that we are in such 
a close-knit community and everyone 
out there to help.

“They are just amazing people, 
especially the Footy Club, Cricket Club, 
Basketball Club, the CFA, Rotary and 
our local MP, Ryan Smith — they have 
been amazing — so supportive it has 
been great.”

He said during the re-openings it has 
been very well supported by the local 
community.

“They pack out the place, it is great to 
see them, seeing your regulars come 
in with their kids running around, 
hearning noise that we don’t get to 
hear now.

“Seeing the chairs stacked on the 
tables at the moment is heartbreaking,” 
he said.

However, Sarah says the takeaway 
trade has been good.

“COVID has pushed that along for 
us and made the locals realise that it 
is here, because it has still continued 
quite well even during the times we 
have been allowed to reopen,” she said.

Sam said their menu has something 
for everyone.

“We have woodfired pizzas, we 
have our traditional pizzas, we have 
a whole variety that suits everybody, 
and not just pizza and pasta, you have 
got your veal, your chicken parmas, 
seafood, risottos, steak — we offer 
quite a lot of things, a lot of variety to 
suit everybody.”

Sarah adds they have vegan and 
gluten free options as well.

Sam said they wanted to offer food 
that people are familiar with.

“Some people look at it and say, ‘it 
is old fashioned, restaurants are doing 
this or that’.” 

But Sam is standing by his good 
honest “Australian-Italian” favourites 
that people are used to.

“People are saying ‘this is what 
Warrandyte needed, a place like this’, 
so it is very good,” he said.

Sarah has worked in hospitality all 
her life, so she is happy to have given 
a lot of locals an opportunity to work 
in the industry.

“All our staff are locals, they are great 
kids that work for us, they start at 16 
and go up to 22, so they are a great 
bunch of kids, they all work hard, they 
know everybody, they know the area, 
they have come up with great ideas 
of what people would like,” she said.

Although, Sam adds, there is 
a benefit of having a family-run 
business: you can make your own kids 
work for free.

“We are lucky between us, I have got 
four kids and Sarah has two, and we 
have two together, so we have eight 
kids all up, all my older kids work here, 
which is great, you don’t have to pay 
them sometimes — ‘I’m your father 
you have to work for me’ — and that is 
what my dad said to me too, ‘It is what 
you are supposed to do for your father’.

“Antoun runs the bar, Peter and me 
in the Kitchen, John on the woodfire, 
my daughter, Janet comes to give me 
a hand.”

The Government’s new roadmap has 
the restaurant opening on October 26, 
and they have already started taking 
bookings.

“As soon as we are given the okay, I 

think it is 50 people outside, so we will 
just start and follow the target plan, 
like we have each time, and follow the 
square meterage and put 50 people 
outside, on the deck, up the side and 
just go from there.

“The four-metre rule works in our 
favour with such a large venue, and 
people like sitting outside — we have 
put the blinds up and have the heaters.

“Each lockdown we have reopened 
and have been flat out, and people are 
ringing up and I am saying ‘all I have 
got is outside’, and they say, ‘that is 
fine as long as the heaters are on and 
the blinds are down’, and so we are full 
inside and out.

“We have some of the locals who 
prefer to sit outside anyway, we have 
such a nice view and a lovely area, it is 
that time of the year where you don’t 
know whether it is going to be warm 
or cool, so we are covered for both, we 
can flick the blinds down if we need to 
and turn the heaters on or let that nice 
warm air through,” said Sam.

“We will just follow the roadmap and 
get the restaurant open as soon as we 
can,” said Sarah.

Sam says they are so lucky to have 
found such a wonderful place in 
Warrandyte, they have found such a 
supportive community.

He said the manager from the Grand 
came in when the pub stopped doing 
takeaway and gifted him all their 
cardboard takeaway containers.

“ That’s  one of  the things we 
like around here, there is no real 
competition between businesses, 
everyone just helps everybody out — 
everybody cares about everybody else 
and wants to see everyone succeed,” 
added Sarah.
Bocca is open for Takeaway 
Wednesday to Sunday and plans to 
reopen for restaurant service on 
October 26.
104 Melbourne Hill Road, 
Warrandyte.
To order takeaway or to book a 
table once the roadmap allows, go 
to boccapizzeria.com.au 
or phone 9844 0396

Sarah, Layla, Sam and TJ

Photo: SANDI MILLER



Building a better Manningham
We are committed to managing our city’s infrastructure to better meet the 
needs and expectations of our growing community.

Our capital works program brings this commitment to life by managing the 
maintenance and improvement of council assets, facilities and community 
spaces. A couple of projects being delivered in Warrandyte and surrounds 
include:

Jumping Creek Road
We are excited to be working on the upgrade of Jumping Creek Road, an 
important local link road that currently carries in excess of 8,100 vehicles 
per day. Concept plans are currently being developed and will be able to be 
viewed from mid-October at 

 yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/jumping-creek-road-upgrade

Main Yarra Trail extension to Warrandyte 
Manningham is fortunate to be home to one of Melbourne’s best shared  
paths, the Main Yarra Trail and we are now working on the development 
of the Taroona Avenue section of the trail, which completes the section 
between Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road to Everard Drive. We are also 
designing the section from Alexander Road to Beasley’s Nursery with 
works planned for early 2022. A public information session to meet with 
the community about the Taroona Avenue project will be scheduled 
soon and when restrictions allow.

Updating our assets 
We have committed close to $8 million in this 2021/22 financial 
year for new and improved drainage works as well as new 
footpaths and shared paths. Learn more about some of  
our key projects here: 

 manningham.vic.gov.au/key-projects
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Running against domestic violence

Safer river access for paddlers at Candlebark Park

By JAIME NOYE
LOCAL RUNNER Michelle Chan once 
again inspired 24 Warrandyte Mum 
Runners to run the equivalent distance 
from Broken Hill to Sydney.

Coordinating two teams that each 
clocked 1,300 kilometres in support 
of the Run Against Violence (RAV) 
Challenge, this is Michelle’s third 
consecutive year championing the 
virtual event.

Why Broken Hill to Sydney?
The distance equates to 1.7 million 

steps.
1.7 million is the figure of Australians 

who experienced physical abuse 
before the age of 15 (as reported in 
the ABS Personal Safety Survey 2016).

Participant Kate Summerfield said: 
“The RAV challenge has become 
a favourite of mine — it provides 
awareness and encourages people to 
speak up about the important issue of 
domestic violence.

“RAV is way more than just a run — it 
allows you to form a connection with 
a great group of local mums, whilst 
boosting our physical and mental 
health at the same time.”

From a lone runner covering this 
exact stretch of outback NSW highway 
in 2015, to thousands of runners 
completing the same distance in 2021, 
RAV founder Kirrily Dear said “the aim 
is to get everyone in Australia talking 
about family violence and what it 
means to have a healthy relationship”.

RAV is a volunteer organisation 
whose purpose is to end the silence 
through starting constructive and 
comprehensive conversations around 
violence.

As a participant, I took this challenge 
on personally.

For 19 days, I pushed myself out the 
door to get moving, I listened to the 
RAV podcasts and educated myself on 
the shocking reality of the immense 

prevalence of violence in Australia.
Each day, I shared a small portion 

of the new information I was exposed 
to and in doing so, it started the 
conversations that need to happen… 
between the runners, between our 
friends, and within our community.

“When the stigma is removed, people 
share their story and reach out for 
help.” Kirrily said. 

Em Maber,  team member for 
Warrandyte said, “For me it wasn’t 
about PBs, rather feeling connection 
to the other mums out there caught in 
the epic juggle, while raising awareness 
and funds for a cause that many feel is 
a statistic, a number — but is a reality 
for many”.

Another year of lockdown and 
restrictions saw each of the Warrandyte 
RAV teams once again run within their 
5kms and two-hour limits.

Each runner’s daily distances were 
uploaded onto an online tracker, 
keeping the competition spirit alive.

The online platform collated each 
team’s distances, tracking their 
progress in traversing the virtual map 
from Broken Hill to Sydney.

Locally, we checked in daily within 
a dedicated Facebook group, each 
runner encouraging others with 
sharing their routes and fun pics 
along the way.

Michelle spoke of  her teams : 
“Collectively each team smashed 
out the kilometres well before the 
deadline”, but we weren’t finished until 
each runner had finished their own 
personal challenge”.

On day 19, the last day of the 
challenge, Michelle continued to 
champion these local women, even 
pacing our last runner home with her 
final 11kms.

Runner, Jade McKellar said: “I love 
these virtual team events in lockdown 
to keep the much-needed connection 

between mums in our community.
“We are physically healthier and, 

more importantly, mentally stronger 
because we share our love of running.”

“Thank you for everyone participating 
— thank you for your enthusiasm — it’s 
been an amazing journey for all of us,” 
Michelle said.

With a few slips and tumbles and a 
couple of cartwheels, the Warrandyte 
Mum Runners yet again completed 
the Run Against Violence Challenge 
with gusto.

“Thanks to Michelle Chan for 
motivating us all to go out and raise 
awareness for this fabulous cause.

“It’s always difficult during lockdown 
to juggle work, kids, home life and 
maintain your own physical and 
mental health.

“Being part of this group made this 
so much easier and gave me some 
short-term goals to focus on and group 
motivation chasing our collective 
goal of reaching Sydney!!!!,” said local 
former Olympian Natalie Harvey.

For more information on the event 
visit: runagainstviolence.com

By SUSAN FOREMAN
CANOEING, KAYAKING and all kinds 
of paddling will be safer and easier 
to access after some major upgrades 
along the Yarra River at Templestowe.

Member for Eastern Metropolitan 
Region, Sonja Terpstra has announced 
the completion of new pathways 
and stairs built into the riverbank at 
Candlebark Park by Melbourne Water 
in partnership with Paddle Victoria 
and Manningham City Council.

Paddle Victoria’s Executive Officer 
Mark Heggie said the project “will 
benefit both the community and 
boating groups by providing secure 
access and connection to the Yarra.”

The staircase has been built beneath 
the Fitzsimons Lane bridge to improve 
access to the banks of the Yarra River 
for canoers and kayakers.

A new viewing area for spectators 

was also built close to the bank on the 
southern side of the river.

“These upgrades have created 
a green, relaxing space for the 
community to enjoy and made 
paddling safer and easier along the 
Yarra,” said Ms Terpstra.

Melbourne Water funded the 
$430,000 project that was delivered 
nearly $100,000 under budget and 
completed in just one year.

The section of the Yarra River near 
Candlebark Park in Melbourne’s 
north-east, is home to a world-
class canoe slalom training course 
frequented by Olympic Games 
hopefuls.

The new facilities have transformed 
the park for casual paddlers and for 
athletes training on the canoeing and 
kayaking course.

President of the Melbourne Canoe 

Club, Warwick Draper said a recent 
club kayaking day saw more than 100 
people in attendance.

“ T h e  n e w  a c c e s s  p o i n t  a n d 
viewing areas provided a fantastic 
opportunity for spectators, coaches 
and competition judges to make the 
most of the river’s beauty and venue 
as a whole,” said Mr Draper.

If you’re going out on the water, 
remember to check the Boating Vic app 
to help boaters check local weather 
conditions, and better understand the 
key risks at waterways across the state.

Ms Terpstra said the works are 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  5 0 - y e a r 
Community Vision for the Yarra, the 
first of its kind for an urban waterway 
in Australia, and with public feedback 
on the Yarra Strategic Plan to improve 
on-water access at key locations along 
the river.

Photos supplied
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Arundel decision deferred

Exploring education options for a bright future

By JAMES POYNER
PARK ORCHARDS residents and other 
interested parties will need to wait a 
little longer to learn the outcome of 
the proposed and contested closure 
of Arundel Road West to through 
traffic following a vote to defer a 
decision until Manningham Council’s 
November Meeting.

Arundel Road West, which essentially 
connects Domeney Reserve to the Park 
Orchards shopping and community 
precinct, is being used as a rat-run, and 
residents are becoming increasingly 
vocal about the risk to pedestrians.

Previously Council has discussed 
with the community the option of 
closing off one end of Arundel Road 
West, but at the time, the idea was 
rejected by the majority of those 
present at the meeting.

However, a $1.8M upgrade to a 
750 metre section of Knees Road, 
adding shared paths and traffic control 
measures at the Knees and Arundel 
Road junction has reopened the local 
issue.

Manningham Council, via their 
YourSay website, put out a call for 
community feedback in July/August 

and received 175 written submissions 
plus four petitions, three of which 
opposed the road closure, and one 
which supported it.

Heading into the September 28 
Ordinar y Council  Meeting,  the 
Officers’ recommendation was to not 
proceed with the road closure and 
construct a shared footpath.

However, Mullum Mullum Ward 
Councillor Carli Lange tabled an 
alternate motion to defer the decision 
until the November Ordinary Council 
Meeting to allow councillors and 
Officers to consult further with the 
community on a traffic management 
solution for Arundel Road West.

The alternate motion was passed 
unanimously.

Cr Lange provided the following 
statement to Warrandyte Diary, 
following the passing of the alternate 
motion.

“For me, this decision to defer the 
Arundel Road West proposed road 
closure, was not made lightly.
There has been a lot of discussion with 
community, Officers, and Councillors.
We are a strong governing body, 

that ensures we are informed and 
measured in our decision-making 
processes and consequently this 
decision to defer the Arundel Road 
West Proposed Road Closure comes 
back to the primary objective of the 
motion, which is safety mitigation.
There f ore,  w e  p ermit  fur ther 
investigation regarding a potential 
partial road closure and other safety 
measures on Arundel Road West.”

While the majority of the feedback to 
council would suggest the road closure 
is not what the community wants, 
there is strong and vocal opposition 
to letting it remain open to through 
traffic.

With additional measures such as 
a 20kph speed limit being suggested, 
as well as concerns by residents on 
Arundel Road East that they are being 
left out of important infrastructure 
upgrades — such as the removal of 
open drains — there is no doubt the 
next four weeks are going to be busy 
for Manningham Council Officers 
as they try and find a solution for 
Arundel Road West which most of the 
community can agree upon.

By SANDI MILLER
OUR THOUGHTS are with graduating 
VCE students, weary from two years 
of disrupted, on-again-off-again 
classroom and online learning, as they 
head into their exams and contemplate 
their futures.

Whether they will take a deep breath 
and head into tertiary education, take 
a gap year, or head straight out into the 
workforce, the choices for them are 
many and varied.

Many mature workers are also 
contemplating a career change, as the 
idea of heading into the office looks 
unappealing and they look to returning 
to education to help with a lifestyle 
pivot beyond COVID.

One often overlooked option is 
the TAFE system, which the State 
Government has been giving a facelift 
with its Free TAFE initiative set to 
grow to more than 60 courses in 2022 
— giving more Victorians training 
for more jobs as the state moves 
through and beyond the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Member for Eastern Metropolitan 
Region, and newly appointed TAFE 
ambassador, Sonja Terpstra has 
announced seven new courses will be 
added to the Free TAFE list next year.

Among the seven new courses for next 
year is the Certificate IV in Veterinary 
Nursing — giving jobseekers access 
to world-class training and boosting 
the veterinary industry by alleviating 
workforce demands in metropolitan 
and regional Victoria.

The new additions are part of a regular 
review of the Free TAFE list, ensuring 
training meets key government priority 

areas and skills demands while also 
boosting the Victorian economy.

Minister for Training and Skills Gayle 
Tierney said Free TAFE provides high-
quality training to get Victorians into 
some of the State’s most rewarding and 
in-demand jobs. 

“We’ve made a record investment 
in TAFE and training — including 
expanding the Free TAFE list to more 
than 60 courses — which means there’s 
never been a better time to explore 
your new career pathway,” she said.

Other new courses include the 
Certificate IV in Outdoor Leadership, 
supporting the recreational and 
tourism industry, and the Certificate 
IV in Leisure and Health, funnelling 
more experts into the health and aged 
care system. 

The Certificate IV in Work Health and 
Safety will also join the free courses, 
ensuring every Victorian has a safe 
experience in their workplace, as well 
as the Certificate III in Information 
Technology, Certificate III in Supply 
Chain Operations and Certificate IV 
in Training and Assessment.

The Labor Government’s Free TAFE 
program began in 2019 to remove 
barriers to training by allowing eligible 
students to apply for fully subsidised 
courses that directly lead to jobs now 
and into the future

93,000 students have started courses 
— saving $150 million in the first two 
years.

Sonja Terpstra said the expansion of 
Free TAFE is great news for jobseekers 
in the Eastern Metro Region. 

“There has never been a better time 
to get training for a great job in one of 

Victoria’s most in demand industries,” 
she said 

Ms Terpstra would know, as she says 
she would not be where she was today 
without the TAFE system.

“I went to TAFE back in Year 10 to 
learn to type.
By the time I completed the course 
and left school I found employment 
straight away.
In fact, I was offered a few jobs at once! 
TAFE opened so many doors for me. 
My first job in administration led me 
to represent working people within 
the union movement, before I later 
entered politics. 
I remember my TAFE teachers telling 
me employers wanted recruits who 
could hit the ground running with 
practical and relevant skills. 
That’s what TAFE offered me back 
then — and it’s what TAFE is offering 
Victorians today. 
Every year Victorian TAFE gives more 
than 130,000 jobseekers and those 
seeking a career-change the skills they 
need for jobs now and in the future. 
The training is world-class and 
industry relevant. 
Just ask my son, who is one of 93,000 
Victorians to start a course under 
the Andrews Labor Government’s 
signature Free TAFE initiative. 
He will learn real-world skills, from 
teachers who have been on the tools, 
that will lead directly to secure and 
well-paid work in plumbing. 
It’s something any parent would 
want for their son — and I couldn’t 
be prouder of him. 
He will avoid the anguish of applying 
for jobs that are scarcer than the 

graduates who want them. 
And, he won’t have a hefty study debt.
In fact, Ms Terpstra says Victorians 

saved $150 million in course fees in the 
first two years of Free TAFE.

“This is the type of life-changing 
opportunity every Victorian deserves 
and it’s what I’ll promote as TAFE 
Ambassador,” she said. 

L a s t  y e a r,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t 
announced an investment of $631.4 
million to drive economic recovery 
and increase access to training, which 
includes $163 million for a Skills 
for Economic Recovery package 
announced in July 2020. 

This investment will create up to 
60,000 new training places over four 
years in Free TAFE courses and builds 
on the additional 10,000 Free TAFE 
places announced in July 2020 as part 
of the Skills for Economic Recovery 
Package. 

Ms Terpstra said the Andrews 
Government is making training and 
jobs more accessible, especially to 
women, Indigenous and culturally and 
linguistically diverse Victorians. 

“High on my agenda is supporting 
more students into TAFE courses in 
2022 by holding careers fairs and 
visiting schools, building on the 10.5 
per cent increase in commencements 
in the year to June 2021. 
I’m looking forward to meeting 
with trainers and employers across 
Victoria, making sure TAFE is the 
first choice for jobseekers as well as 
employers looking to recruit. 
I’ll be exploring ways to strengthen 
training options for students and 
partnership models with stakeholders 

and regularly reporting back to 
Government. 
And importantly, I’ll be encouraging 
Victorians to share their own powerful 
TAFE stories. 
We have already made a record 
$3.2 billion investment in TAFE and 
training — and now we’re helping 
more people into rewarding career 
pathways.
It makes sense for Victorians, and it 
makes sense for Victoria. 
Whether it be trades, health or 
education — TAFE is building our 
future”
The Government has made a record 

$3.2 billion investment in TAFE and 
training to ensure Victorians have 
access to high quality education and 
rewarding career pathways. 

Explore your options with Free TAFE 
at freetafe.vic.gov.au.

Young people help shape 
draft Youth Strategy

THE IDEAS OF hundreds of young 
people from across Nillumbik Shire 
have helped shape Council’s draft 
Youth Strategy 2022–2026, which 
has been released for community 
feedback.

Nillumbik’s first Youth Council has 
played a key role in the development 
of the strategy, informed by the 
Young Minds: Your Voice, Our Future 
engagement project.

The strategy sets out a four-year 
commitment to how Council will 
support and respond to the needs 
of young people aged 12–25 in 
Nillumbik.

Young people make up 20 per cent 
of the Nillumbik population.

Central to the draft strategy is 
the vision that “young people in 
Nillumbik feel heard, empowered and 
equipped to thrive in a community 
where they are healthy, safe and 
welcomed”.

Mayor Peter Perkins said the 
process of developing the strategy 
had given Nillumbik’s young people 
a meaningful voice in the decision-

making of Council.
“It’s important our young people are 

given opportunities to get involved 
and make a difference, not only on the 
issues that affect them, but the wider 
community,” Cr Perkins said. 

Youth Mayor Fieke van der Kamp 
said the Youth Strategy would provide 
opportunities for young people to find 
and pursue their passions.

“This strategy will be essential in 
guiding Council on how to best listen 
to and implement young people’s 
ideas and views.”

Key findings of the Young Minds: 
Your Voice, Our Future engagement 
show the top three most important 
issues for  young people were 
mental health, climate change and 
discrimination while the biggest 
challenges were body image/eating 
disorders/disordered eating, anxiety 
and school stress.

The draft Youth Strategy is now 
available for feedback at Participate 
Nillumbik until October 21, with the 
strategy presented to Council for 
adoption in December.
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Have you had your pool barrier inspected?
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Is your pool fence 
compliant?

Fire planning for your fur-babies

By JAMES POYNER
IN DECEMBER 2019, the Victorian 
G o v e r n m e n t  i n t r o d u c e d  n e w 
swimming pool and spa safety laws 
which require all Victorians with a 
private swimming pool or spa to have 
their pool or spa registered, inspected, 
and issued with a Certificate of Pool 
and Spa Safety Barrier Compliance 
(CPSSBC).

These new laws were introduced 
because, on average, four young 
children die in Victoria in home 
swimming pools or spas each year 
and many more are taken to hospital 
for near-drownings.

Registration of your swimming pool 
or spa is via your local council website 
and, by now, all existing swimming 
pools and spas should be registered.

November 1, 2021 marks the first 
deadline for submitting your CPSSBC.

The date by which a certificate of 
compliance needs to be submitted to 
your local council is dependent on the 
age of the pool or spa.

As stated on the Victorian Building 
Authority website, certification is due 
for pools and spas built:
• before June 30, 1994 — by 

November 1, 2021
• between July 1, 1994 and April 30, 

2010 — by November 1, 2022
• between May 1, 2010 and October 

31, 2020 — by November 1, 2023
For pools and spas built after 

November 1, 2020, your certificate of 
barrier compliance must be submitted 
when you register your pool or spa 
with local council.

Once certified, your pool or spa will 
need to be inspected and re-certified 
every four years.

By ZEUS,
CANINE CORRESPONDENT 
ANIMALS TOO, can fall victim to 
bushfire.

Not only huge numbers of wildlife 
perished in the recent Black Summer 
fires, but also a significant number of 
livestock and domestic pets.

During these times of peril, animals 
often rely on their humans.

In 2014, when the Flannery Court 
fire forced partial evacuation of 
Warrandyte, many residents sought 
refuge at The Pines shopping centre.

I remember well, surveying the 
smoke-filled landscape and noticing 
the carpark brimming with a diverse 
assortment of refugees — including 
animals.

Frail and disorientated elderly, 
frightened young children, people with 
a range of ailments needing physical 
assistance, and many unaware of the 
location of their loved ones.

An array of pets assembled.
Cats and dogs featured.
They do not usually make good 

companions at the best of times.
There was even a horse who arrived 

in her owner’s float and a bird in a cage.

Always on a hot, blustery day, 
bushfires can evoke a sense of 
disorientation for even well-prepared 
communities.

Planning is the key.
As with people, it is often the simple 

things that is needed for pets.
Water and a faithful guiding human 

are critical.
It is not long before other needs 

kick in; medicines, food (my all-time 
favourite), along with a place to do 
number ones and number twos.

I can usually sleep in most places — 
as long as I am near my human.

My human always has my collapsible 
bowl and plenty of water in our car.

This, along with my favourite tennis 
ball and throwing stick coupled with 
my carry pouch of poo bags, keeps us 
pretty self-sufficient.

My travelling swag (blanket), also 
lives in the car.

Our car is really my mobile kennel!
My vet has my medical records and 

scripts.
Maybe I should get my human to 

record these on his phone thingy.
Most animals can sense the approach 

of danger.

You can feel the nasty wind, heat, 
and humidity.

You can also often pick up the scent 
of any distant smoke.

Other animals regularly provide this 
early warning.

Particularly fleeing birds. 
They are the eyes and ears of the 

animal kingdom. 
The key is to seek refuge early. 
Don’t forget your pets or livestock in 

your bushfire planning.

Photo: BILL McAULEY

Manningham green waste drop-off days return
By SUSAN FOREMAN
AFTER BEING cancelled due to the 
COVID Lockdown, Manningham 
Council have re-scheduled its garden 
waste drop off  days to support 
residents in the Bushfire Prone Area 
of the municipality.

The drop off days will be held over 
the weekends of November 6–7 and 
13–14 with another round scheduled 
for December 4–5 and 11–12.

Skips will be placed at:

• Warrandyte Reserve,  
Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte

• Mullum Mullum Reserve,  
1-41 Springvale Road, Donvale

Residents of bushfire prone areas of 
Manningham, including Warrandyte, 
Wonga Park and Park Orchards, will 
be able to drop off either one car boot, 
station wagon, ute, small van or a 6‘x4’ 
level trailer load of garden waste, with 

additional garden waste accepted for 
a charge.

Bookings are essential, and residents 
will be able to make one booking for 
November and one for December.

Council will accept, branches, tree 
prunings, logs (maximum 250mm 
diameter) and large garden cuttings

However, soil, grass clippings, 
ivy, rose bushes or thorny material, 
bamboo leaves and stems, palm 

trees fronds or branches will not be 
accepted.

Neither will plastic bags, building 
material, bricks, steel, concrete or 
fence palings.

Bookings are available in 30-minute 
windows, with a limit of one load per 
household.

Other options available for residents 
to dispose of excess garden waste 
include:

• Order an additional garden waste 
bin for spring

• Book a bundled branches 
collection

• Take it to a local transfer station

For more information about 
eligibility, additional costs, what 
you can drop off and other disposal 
options, go to:  
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
garden-waste-disposal-days
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Manningham Yarra Ward Update

Five Ways
IN EARLY September there was a 
serious collision between a truck and 
vehicle at the intersection of Ringwood 
and Warrandyte Road, Brumbys Road, 
Husseys Lane, Croydon Road; locally 
known as the “Five Ways”, which 
caused a young lady to be airlifted to 
hospital in a serious condition.

The traumatic accident caused 
community uproar, as community 
members have been advocating to 
Council and the State Government 
regarding the real dangers at this 
intersection for a long time.

However, the community have seen 
no action or improvement in traffic 
flows or safety mitigation measures.

Manningham Council are aware 
of the congestion, frustrations and 
dangers at “the Five Ways”.

Council has previously contacted The 
Department of Transport (DoT) and is 
regularly monitoring the situation, as 
well as proactively advocating for short 
and long-term improvements of this 
intersection.

This intersection is owned by DoT 
and changes and improvements must 
be authorised, commissioned and 

conducted by DoT not Council.
DoT have previously requested 

“primary data” regarding the Five Ways 
intersection, so Manningham Council 
employed Traffic Controllers at the 
intersection, to help direct traffic flow, 
collected traffic data on wait times, 
peak flows and the amount of traffic 
using this dangerous intersection.

However, more complaints came 
flooding into Council, regarding 
having the Traffic Controllers there 
disrupting the traffic flow, and the 
Traffic Controllers themselves felt 
unsafe at this intersection, especially 
during sunrise and sunset times.

So, Council submitted and requested 
to DoT that its traffic controllers be 
removed immediately, which they 
were.

Manningham Council, along with 
Member for Warrandyte Ryan Smith 
MP, have advocated again for improved 
safety measures at the intersection.

Manningham Council had a meeting 
with Department of Transport (DoT) 
and MP Ryan Smith sent another letter 
to the Minister of Roads and Road 
Safety — MP Ben Carroll.

Manningham Council are proactively 
researching concept designs and cost 
estimations in preparation for seeking 
funding from the State Government 
for safety improvements of this 
treacherous intersection.

Old Pound site — Warrandyte
Residents surrounding the Old 

Pound site made a petition and a 
legal submission via Jeff Cranston 
and Associates, to Council, seeking an 
urgent safety and amenity situation, 
regarding council infrastructure before 
bushfire season, while lengthy DELWP 
negotiations take place regarding the 
future of the historic Old Pound site at 
90–92 Pound Road.

The subject land has significant 

historical and heritage value, having 
been the site of the former Warrandyte 
Pound for over a hundred years.

It may also be of significant aboriginal 
cultural heritage and archaeological 
value.

However, as the result of a crossover 
being made onto the site in 2018–2019 
in the process of repairing a gutter, it is 
now used by commercial and private 
vehicles as an unofficial car park.

DELWP has indicated that it plans 
to decide on the appropriate future 
use of the site and how it should be 
managed, subject to consulting with 
the traditional owners.

This process may take some time, but 
residents are asking that urgent action 
be taken on an interim basis, to prevent 
the continuing use of the site as a car 
park for the following reasons:
a) A car park poses risks to human life 

and safety, as this facilitates people 
visiting the nearby Pound Bend 
Reserve on high-risk days when it is 
closed for safety reasons.

b) By enabling the site to be used 
as a car park, there has been a 
failure to follow a proper planning 
process under the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987 and the 
Manningham Planning Scheme, 
including consultation with nearby 
residents, consideration of the sites 
numerous protective overlays, 
policies and laws regarding 
bushfire, heritage, residential and 
environmental amenity. 
No such consideration has 
occurred.

c) Use of the site as a car park is 
causing the ongoing degradation of 
the soil and remaining vegetation 
there. 
The longer this use continues, the 
worse the situation is likely to get.

d) This use causes daily adverse 
impacts on local residents, but 

especially on high-demand days 
when large numbers park there. 
These impacts include; dust, traffic 
congestion, raucous behaviour 
by car occupants, loss of visual 
amenity and informal enjoyment 
of the site, blockage of residents’ 
carparking and driveways and 
increased danger of accidents.

Due to these compelling reasons 
local residents are urgently seeking 
Council to:

• Remove the crossover onto 90-92 
Pound Road.

• Repair, deepen and restore the 
gutters around the site.

• Prevent the site’s continuing use 
as a car until a final decision by 
DELWP as to its future use and 
management.

• “Residents Only Parking” signs 
should be placed in front of homes 
in the vicinity of the site so as to 
prevent public “spill-over” parking 
on busy days.

• Signage should be put up at the 
entrance to the lower carpark in 
the Pound Bend Reserve informing 
the public of parking available 
there.

• Electric signage informing visitors 
of park closure on high-risk days, 
should be prominently placed 
on major access roads to Pound 
Bend, such as Yarra Street, and 
Heidleberg-Warrandyte Road at 
the corners of Pound Road, Everard 
Drive and Taroona Avenue. 
This would help prevent cars 
jamming in front of the closed park 
entrance.

 Jumping Creek Road —  
Wonga Park

The Jumping Creek Road (JCR) 
Reference Panel  residents  are 
committed to  protecting their 

sur rounding environment  and 
precious wildlife.

The JCR Reference Panel residents 
are advocating for a number of aerial 
wildlife crossings, the construction of 
a wildlife underpass under Jumping 
Creek Road bridge, and enhanced 
urban design elements on the Jumping 
Creek Road Upgrade.

The consultation panel’s idea is to 
carefully clear and flatten both sides 
of the bridge, creating a natural animal 
underpass, which will allow animals 
the size of kangaroos and deer to pass 
through, without having to cross the 
road at the bridge.

One panel member asked:

“When creating the animal underpass 
under the Jumping Creek Road 
bridge, will it be possible to do so, 
without damaging the remains of the 
old bridges situated there?
It is believed by residents that there 
is historical interest in the two prior 
bridge relics.”

I look forward to working with 
Manningham Council and the JCR 
Reference Panel, to inform the wider 
public on the proposed designs of 
Jumping Creek Road Upgrade Stage 2, 
via community information sessions.

council notes

By CR. CARLI LANGE

Photo: BILL McAULEY

Photo supplied
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Ancient Egypt traded with Australia

IN THE MID-1980s I was talking with 
a Coptic Egyptian workmate, Nashat, 
and commented that the Egyptians 
had boomerangs, because there were 
drawings of them in the Pyramids.

Nashat laughed and said the 
drawings simply told the story about 
where the boomerangs had come 
from.

This was part of the Egyptian history 
he had been taught at school.

He then explained that  the 
Phoenicians, a Semitic people 
around present-day Lebanon, were 
a nation of maritime traders.

They operated from ports in both 
the Mediterranean and the Red Sea.

By 1500BC they had established 
world-wide trade which included 
South America and Australia.

Egypt’s ruler at that time was the 
female Pharaoh Hatshepsut, and 
more antiseptics like myrrh were 
needed for embalming mummies.

As was a type of eucalyptus, and 
the Phoenicians knew where there 
was plenty.

All you had to do was head south 
from the Phoenician Red Sea port, 
head east to Sri-Lanka, then head 
southeast.

Go past Java and you will end up 
at “Big Java”.

This of course did not fit well with 
the history I had learned at school.

Nashat was in effect saying the 
Phoenicians had circumnavigated 
the globe 3,000 years before Magellan 
in 1522 and that Australia was not 
Terra Incognita.

So,  I  started reading up on 
Phoenicia.

The Phoenicians were an amazing 
people who revolutionised the world 
with three inventions.

First was the keeled hull on ships.
This meant that instead of sailing 

along coastlines in flat-bottomed 
boats, they could safely head off 
across open oceans and get places 
much faster.

Second was the alphabet.
This meant that with symbols 

representing sounds,  wr itten 
communication became much 
more efficient.

So, this greatly enhanced both 
record keeping and business 
efficiency.

Third was concrete.
The Phoenicians vastly improved 

the early Egyptian cements to 
make modern concrete, but when 
the Romans later conquered the 
Phoenician city of Carthage, they 
pretended to have invented it.

This was one of the reasons 
Phoenicia slipped out of history.

Rather than building a military 
empire and conquering others, they 
built a trading empire. 

It ended up lasting more than a 
thousand years from before 1500BC 
to after 500BC.

However, whilst I now admired 
Phoenician achievement, there was 
no evidence to support Nashat’s 
claim of their trade with Australia.

That is, not until I heard a Boyer 
Lecture on the radio in 1986 by Eric 
Wilmot. 

Eric explained that a revolution 
had occurred in Aboriginal spear 
technology about 1500BC.

Bi-facial spear technology, the 

same as used in Egypt at that time 
had been adopted across Australia in 
a very short time, but the reason for 
the change was not known. 

I then began yelling at the radio that 
I knew why.

A few years later I was talking about 
this with a Sri-Lankan workmate 
Selva, who was most unsurprised.

He said that the Dravidians were 
themselves great mariners and had 
worked with and for the Phoenicians 
more than 3,000 years ago.

These Dravidian merchants and 
sailors also often manned the far-
flung Phoenician trading posts, 
which included Australia and South 
America.

Selva had been taught this history 
at school. 

The Dravidians had even solved 
one of the Phoenicians’ greatest 
problems, which was that they 
always ran out of fresh meat on their 
long ocean voyages.

Selva said that the Dravidians told 
the Phoenicians that the Indian 
Plains Wolf was easily domesticated 
and readily ate fish. 

When you ran out of meat, all you 
had to do was slaughter a wolf.

I immediately researched the 
Australian Dingo and sure enough, 
the Dingo is descended from the 
Indian Plains Wolf.

On top of this, radio-carbon dating 
has revealed that the Dingo was 
introduced into Australia about 3,500 
years ago.

It seems that when the Phoenicians 
asked permission from Aboriginal 
people to har vest eucalyptus, 
agreement was reached with the 
exchange of some Egyptian spears 
and some dogs.

More support for the idea of 
ancient Phoenician world trade then 
suddenly came in 1992.

A German scientist, Svetlana 
Balabanova, discovered traces of 
cocaine and tobacco in the bandages 
of a 3,000-year-old mummy.

She was ridiculed, because cocaine 
and tobacco could have only come 
from South America, which of course 
wasn’t discovered until the voyage of 
Columbus in 1492.

But Balabanova’s methodology and 
analysis proved unimpeachable, and 
it vindicated what Nashat had told 
me nearly 40 years ago.

Then in 2013, some DNA research 
emerged that vindicated what Selva 
had told me.

It showed that some Northern 
Territory Aboriginals had Indian 
ancestry going back 141 generations.

So, I did my own maths.
If you take a generation as 25 years, 

then 141 times 25 is 3,525 years ago, 
which is bang on 1500BC.

So, while the preceding anecdotal 
ramble would go nowhere near 
passing muster as a scholarly 
analysis, it nonetheless does make 
sense of a number of quite disparate 
facts.

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories
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The discombobulated lockdown blues

DISCOMBOBULATION, a state of 
confusion.

For this “discombolatee”, it was hard 
to know whether I was a Talking Head 
on the Roadmap to Nowhere or more 
a non-Babooshka Kate Bush Running 
up That Never-ending Hill.

With my world expanding from a 
5km radius to 10km, my life changed… 
barely at all.

Now I could go meet with four other 
people as long they were all from the 
same household.

I could even sit down with them, 
outside, in a public space.

If I was sipping a latte or downing 
a coke it was mask off, but if I was to 
funnel a goon bag, I had to keep my 
mask on.

Excitement built as I prepared for a 
picnic with one other person. 

Because, and read the next sentence 
all in shouty capital letters. 

I DID NOT WANT TO WASTE MY 
PRECIOUS OUTDOOR TIME WITH 
SOMEONE I LIVED WITH.

My picnic buddy was in the same 
barbed wire canoe.

Why would I leave the house to be 
with people that I can not get away 
from?

I  s w e a r  o n  s o m e  m y s t i c a l 
hypothetical deity that I was growing 
scales, reabsorbing my limbs and 
developing suspicious looking stripes 
across my back.

I was a hiss away from a forked 
t o ngu e,  p o i s o n ou s  f a ng s  a n d 
devouring my young.

But back to the first grid on the 
newly unveiled Victorian Roadmap 
and my sounded-great-in-theory 

picnic.
There is a reason we have houses 

and indoor restaurants, in Melbourne, 
in September. 

It is bloody freezing, wet and windy.
Can you imagine how relaxed 

I felt, hunched over my sodden 
picnic blanket dressed in three puffer 
jackets as trees bent and groaned 
in the gathering fury of yet another 
impending storm?

Desperately clutching my glass of 
celebratory Moët to my chest and 
warding errant hailstones off my 
head, I was momentarily distracted 
by the onset of lightning and thunder. 

And that is all it took for Son of Kev 
the Kookaburra to take off with my 
fresh-out-of-the-oven homemade 
sausage rolls.

Honestly, there is not a long enough 
funnel or big enough goon bag in the 
world.

2021 has been one for the books.
You know the type, found at the 

bottom of a $2 bin outside the 
newsagent.

We thought we had almost had it all.
We had survived the Yarra River 

flooding, trees uprooting and days 
without power. 

More holidays had been cancelled 
than I had ever cooked dinner and 
Melbourne had earned the title of 
World’s Most Lockdown City.

I can’t wait to see Trip Adviser’s 
rating on that one.

Mother nature had got a wee bit 
bored.

If everyone’s locked up in their 
houses and a tree falls in a remote 
forest, but no one is there to hear it, 
did it make a sound? 

So, she decided to shake things up.
Literally.
To the magnitude of 5.9 on the 

Richter scale.
Why not throw Victoria’s most hectic 

earthquake into the 2021 mixed tape.
Forget the AFL Grand Final and its 

very useful public holiday the day 
before.

The highlight of the school holidays 
was unequivocally the sight of three 
teenagers staggering out of their 
bedrooms at 9:15am accusing me of 
waking them up by various nefarious 
means.

Shaking their beds, forcing them to 
roll out of it and wake up on the floor. 

Knocking on the door vigorously 
enough to force artwork off the wall 
and land on them. 

Or my personal favourite, I was 
dancing on the roof above their 
bedroom with enough rhythm to 
rattle the roof and windows.

Aah, if only I was that powerful.
Epidemiologists around Australia 

breathed a sigh of relief. 
They would get the night off 

from having to answer the same 
hard-hitting questions they’d been 
bombarded with for the last 18 
months. 

Move over Norman Swan, it was 
time for the seismologists to shine. 

B e a m i n g  p ro f e s s o r s  u t t e re d 

sexy expressions like “logarithmic 
amplitude of waves”.

Giddy-up kids, you too can be an 
enthusiastic scientist.

If you’re ever allowed to go back 
to school.

With the Roadmap unveiled and the 
promise that restrictions would ease 
sometime in my lifetime, I needed to 
prepare for my celebratory song.

Would it be John Farnham’s That’s 
Freedom or The Choirboys Run to 
Paradise.

For paradise is surely anywhere 
more than 10km from my home.

By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado
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How does the Roadmap out of lockdown affect you?

ABOUT 18 MONTHS AGO I wrote 
Where has the COVID-19 Lockdown 
left you? (Warrandyte Diary, June 2020) 
and at the time we had no idea that we 
would be faced with more lockdowns 
and more variants of Coronavirus.

There have now been six lockdowns 
and the question remains: will our 
lives ever truly return to normal?

The honest truth is that everyone’s 
life has been changed by COVID.

It has touched each and every one of 
us and how we have been affected is 
different for each individual.

Life has changed, work has changed, 
education has changed, medical 
services have changed, relationships 
have changed, so there is no doubt 
that this virus has had an impact on 
our mental health.

Discussions about COVID-19, 
lockdowns and vaccinations have 
polarised much of the population, 
and in some cases have even damaged 
longstanding friendships.

The roadmap out of lockdown for 
Victoria depends on vaccination 
targets, and for some people this is 
very challenging, for others it makes 
perfect sense.

I do not judge those who are anti-
vaccine, because yes, we have freedom 
of choice.

But freedom of choice also has 
implications.

In this case, if you do not get 
vaccinated, you may not have as many 
freedoms as you used to have.

If you get the vaccine, the chances 
are, your life will return to some form 
of “new normal” much faster.

This is the goal.
After all, history has shown us that 

some of the worst world pandemics 
have ended because of vaccines 
and the worst diseases have been 
eradicated through vaccination.

The roadmap objectives may feel a 
long way off, and the National Plan 
takes us through to November, and not 
only that, it relies on a target of 80 per 
cent (aged 12+) being fully vaccinated.

The recent demonstrations and riots 
in Melbourne have been scary, there 
have been scenes that you may never 
have expected to see in what used to 
be called the world’s most liveable city.

The recent earthquake may also have 
negatively impacted the community.

How do these events affect your 
mental health?

Trauma, fear, anxiety and stress 
are all indicative of being faced 
with violent scenes or unexpected 
events, sometimes causing dramatic 
emotional turmoil that affects every 
part of your being.

The Roadmap can give us some hope.
Many children are returning to 

school in early October (subject 
to Public Health consideration of 
epidemiology at the time) which will 
relieve a lot of pressure on families to 
home-school or assist their child with 
online learning.

But this also has other implications; 
how will the children settle back into 
school life; will the old routines be 
easy to implement; what emotional 
effects will this have; how have their 
friendship groups been impacted; 
what will they be like when they come 
back home after a day at school?

Being aware of any changes in their 
behaviour, their emotions or any other 
unusual conduct is going to be very 
important.

Working remotely from home has 
become the norm for many people. 

In some cases, this has been a good 
experience, for others it has meant 
that they have felt isolated, cut off with 

no socialisation, and what’s more, 
working from home will remain in 
place for longer (well into November) 
unless you have had your double dose 
of the jab.

Hopefully by the end of November or 
December borders will begin to open 
up and interstate travel will be allowed, 
and those feelings of confinement and 
isolation will start to ease.

Visiting interstate family and friends 
will be permitted, but again there may 
be exemptions if you have not received 
the double dose.

By Christmas, there is hope that 
we can relax into a fairly normal 
celebration with family and friends.

There is light at the end of the tunnel.
Now more than ever it is important 

to look after your own mental health, 
your own wellbeing and your own 
pathway back to the “new normal”, but 
also be aware of your neighbours, of 
your family and your friends.

Take note of any behavioural or mood 
changes, these may be indicators that 
things are not going as well as they 
might, and all that may be required is 
to ask if they are okay.

Seek help if needed. 
The Warrandyte Community is 

strong, supportive, and caring and we 
can pull together to help one another 
through these last few months of 
transition out of lockdown.

Stephanie Foxley has lived and 
worked in the Manningham district 
for over 20 years. 

Now relocated to Queensland she 
offers online counselling services 
via Zoom. 
Medibank, Bupa, Police Health 
Fund and Doctor’s Health fund 
accredited. 
Memberships: ACA, CCAA, PACFA
Mobile: 0407 921 122 
Email:  
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: (12-25 years)  
1800 650 890
Coronavirus Health Information 
Line: 1800 020 080
Health and Human Services:  
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

mental health
By STEPHANIE FOXLEY 
MCouns, MACA



 

Manningham Council News

Seniors Festival Online
Friday 1 to Friday 15 October
Dance, sing, learn and laugh 
your way through October with 
this year’s Manningham Seniors 
Festival.
From online live entertainment, 
dancing, exercise, guest speakers 
and webinars, this year’s festival 
features a wide and varied range 
of activities for older people to 
take part in. 
Events are free to attend, but 
bookings are essential, so book 
early to avoid disappointment.

 manningham.vic.gov.au/
seniors-festival-online

HAVE YOUR SAY
Road Management Plan
Manningham launched its draft 
Road Management Plan to ensure 
our road infrastructure continues 
to meet Victorian standards and 
the ongoing needs and safety of 
our community. 
The draft Plan is now available for 
your review. 

 yoursay.manningham.vic.
gov.au/road-management-
plan

Subscribe to our e-news
Did you know you can now 
receive the latest Manningham 
news delivered straight to your 
inbox? 
Stay in touch with everything 
happening at Council and in 
your community by subscribing 
to our eNews. Receive the latest 
news about our essential services, 
programs, projects and activities 
and more.

 manningham.vic.gov.au/
subscribe-to-our-enews

Council Plan 2021 - 2025
We are proud to present our new 
Council Plan 2021 – 2025, a key 
strategy that sets our vision for the 
next four years, to achieve better 
outcomes for Manningham.
Developed through extensive 
consultation, the Council Plan 
2021-2025 includes a focus on 
achieving better outcomes for our 
community, local environment, 
climate and biodiversity and local 
business. We invite you to read 
the plan at 

 manningham.vic.gov.
au/council-plan

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au      
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By VICKI SHUKUROGLOU
WE ARE EXCITED to introduce you to 
Nillumbio.

Read on for a brief outline of 
forthcoming forums with terrific 
local content, an important mapping 
project, and how our backyards 
present exciting opportunities during 
the Bioblitz and beyond.

We will start with Nillumbio’s Vision 
statement, as that sets the “scene”:

The Nillumbik community honours 
First Nations People, and has a strong 
and active culture of stewardship 
of the land, its soils, waterways, 
indigenous plants and animals.
Ni l l u m b i k  i s  a  p l a c e  w h e r e 
cons er vation,  protect ion and 
reinvigoration of  the natural 
environment take priority.
Indigenous flora and fauna flourish, 
and there is a high level of biodiversity.

The community is proud of this shared 
culture and guards it fiercely.”

Wonderful details of Nillumbik’s 
biodiversity will be revealed during 
Nillumbio’s forums — explore what’s on 
nillumbio.wixsite.com/home/events

While you are there, you can look at 
the resources that are quickly growing, 
and if you’d like to receive updates on 
various activities.

As stewards of this area, we need to 
look and listen closely, to know where 
we live a little better.

The more we learn about this 
wonderful place, the better we can 
care for it.

Your backyard is an important piece 
of the Nillumbik puzzle, which is why 
you are encouraged to record life in it 
during the Great Southern BioBlitz  — 
October 22–25  —  and beyond.

Wherever you live in Nillumbik, you 
can contribute to the gathering of data 
that will shape responses to ensure 
Nillumbik’s ecosystems are as healthy 
and resilient as they can possibly be.

You may be a surprised at how 
wide-spread and diverse the weed 
species unfortunately are  — this is 
also really important information  — 

and hopefully thrilled at some of the 
life forms that also call your backyard 
“home”.

While you could venture into one of 
Nillumbik’s reserves, it is important 
to consider that most of these are well 
documented, and many are fragile 
systems where human activity can 
accidentally cause a few problems.

Another great benefit of this Backyard 
BioBlitz is that you will have baseline 
data for your own place.

T h a t  m e a n s  y o u  c a n  m a k e 
comparisons and marvel at changes 
in the abundance of life if you decide 
to take particular action.

Weeding — preferably without 
chemicals  — and planting indigenous 
flora are two simple and powerful steps 
we can all take.

If there are hard hoofed animals, 
“wildlife-friendly” fencing that keeps 
out the hooves can also make a  
significant difference.

Just imagine the outcomes of your 
reinvigorating work, combined with 
others’ efforts.

That is something to celebrate.
www.nillumbio.wixsite.com/home

New force for nature in Nillumbik Joint council study into 
reusable nappies

By SUSAN FOREMAN
NILLUMBIK SHIRE Council has 
joined 11 councils to research and 
understand how to implement a best 
practice reusable nappy program to 
reduce waste to landfill.

The Best Practice Reusable Nappy 
Program — Feasibility Study, led by 
Monash Council, has been awarded up 
to $80,000 from Sustainability Victoria, 
through the Victorian Government’s 
Recycling Victoria Councils Fund.

Disposable nappies are becoming 
one of the most significant waste 
issues, comprising five to 15 per cent 
of waste in household bins.

About two billion disposable nappies 
end up in landfill per year in Australia 
and it can take up to 500 years for 
nappies to break down.

The feasibility study will engage with 
parents to understand current barriers 
to using reusable nappies and will 
benchmark existing programs of other 
councils to reach target audiences, 
meet parents’ needs, and evaluate the 
effectiveness of programs to reduce 
waste and change behaviour.

The collaborative campaign hopes to 
understand and break down barriers 
to using reusable nappies in different 
parent demographics and allows for 

the sharing of costs and resources, 
increasing the likelihood of an ongoing 
reusable program.

The participating municipalities 
include Bayside City  Counci l , 
Boroondara City Council, Glen Eira City 
Council, City of Greater Dandenong, 
Knox City Council, Maribyrnong City 
Council, Maroondah City Council, 
City of Monash, Moonee Valley City 
Council, Nillumbik Shire Council, 
Stonnington City Council and Yarra 
Ranges Council. 

Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said 
that as a leader in recycling and waste 
minimisation, Council was pleased 
to be part of the innovative program.

“Council audits have found that 
disposable nappies make up roughly 
10 per cent of the waste in Nillumbik’s 
landfill bins,” Cr Perkins said.

“This program will allow us to explore 
ways of supporting parents while 
reducing waste going to landfill, and 
therefore the associated costs to 
ratepayers.”

The study will recommend a best-
practice model to achieve waste 
reduction, assist and support parents, 
increase the circular economy, and 
create the basis for behaviour change 
across Victoria.

Photos: VICKY SHUKUROGLOU Photo: Pixabay



16 Warrandyte Diary 

Derek John Fairley
January 22, 1946 – July 20, 2021

ONLY SON OF John Collie and Beryl 
Frances Fairley, Derek was born and 
raised on a dairy farm in Victoria’s 
northeast.

Reluctant to step into the family 
shop-keeping business in Shepparton, 
his father moved the family up to 
Cobram.

After a rough and tumble childhood, 
Derek was sent to Melbourne to attend 
Scotch College at 11.

Graduating from Scotch in 1963, 
Derek initially planned to study 
Agricultural Science however he 
was awarded a scholarship to study 
Veterinary Science at the University of 
Melbourne, an opportunity too good 
to pass up.

After completing this degree in 1969, 
he worked in the Colac area, primarily 
with large animals, before heading 
overseas in late 1971.

While abroad Derek lived in England, 
worked in a veterinary practice in 
Wales, and took in the sites across 
Canada, Tahiti, France, Belgium, 
the USA, Nigeria, Zaire (now the 
Democratic Republic of Congo), 
Tanzania, and Cameroon.

Derek returned home in 1974, after 
the passing of his father, travelling via 
South Africa to visit relatives Uncle 
Bob, Aunt Ruth, and cousin Wendy in 
Johannesburg.

Derek’s older sister Rosemary had 
married and was living in Birregurra, 
so it was a simple decision for Derek 
to return to work in nearby Colac 
once more.

Though he enjoyed working for Dr  
“Dusty” Rhodes, he eventually moved 
to “the big smoke”.

Derek initially worked as a locum 
for a range of vets, including Jerry 
Clarkson in Box Hill and Alan Lawther 
in Templestowe (at which time 
some Warrandytians had their first 
encounter with “Uncle Derek”). 

It was through his latter work with 

Ted Donelan in Doncaster that Derek 
met a red-headed veterinary nurse 
named Keri Brown.

To this day, Dr Donelan claims 
responsibility for instigating the 
“chance encounter”.

Derek and Keri would remain 
together for 43 years, six months and 
three weeks.

Derek made his desire to start his 
own veterinary practice clear to Keri 
soon after they began seeing one 
another regularly.

Whilst visiting friends David and 
Margie Moss in the higher reaches 
of Webb Street, they noticed an 
application for a former hairdressing 
salon to be turned into a veterinary 
clinic.

Both lovers of open space and the 
natural environment, Derek and Keri’s 
interest was piqued.

In March 1978, Warrandyte West 
Veterinary Clinic, Warrandyte’s first 
private vet surgery, was born at 91 
Melbourne Hill Road.

Derek and Keri lived at “the Surgery” 
from March 1978 until shortly after the 
arrival of young Hilary.

Anyone who has met Hilary will 
understand their need to have a little 
more space, and the family moved to 
Webb street in November 1980.

The practice initially treated many 
large animals — cattle, horses, sheep 
and goats — and all manner of small 
animals, from cats and dogs to guinea 
pigs, fish and a range of wildlife.

In the mid-1990s, as Derek’s capacity 
changed and more large animal vets 
moved to the area, the focus shifted to 
small animals.

S ome cl ients  w ere  unw il l ing 
to lose Derek’s services for their 
larger animals; his daughters fondly 
remember fighting for the treat of 
going on house calls.

This was particularly true of the 
DeFelices, owners of the white cows on 
the corner Knees and Falconer roads, 
as Mrs DeFelice always had plenty of 
treats in the pantry.

Derek and Keri’s work with animals 

led to many unique experiences for 
Hilary, Celia and Georgina.

From being woken in the middle 
of the night to assist with keeping 
mewling newborn pups warm to 
considering kangaroos, wallabies, 
sugar gliders and wombats as “normal” 
pets, the experiences arising from their 
dad’s work shaped the girls’ lives.

One Christmas, Keri received a 
call from a couple who had found a 
featherless baby bird while walking 
along the banks of the Yarra.

She directed them to continue along 
Taroona Avenue to the Uniting Church, 
where Derek and Celia were attending 
the Carols service.

Derek could tell that the unexpected 
Christmas baby was of the parrot 
family, but it was some weeks before it 
was revealed “Birdie” was a beautiful 
Rainbow Lorikeet.

As the sole owner of the clinic, Derek 
ran the practice for 30 years.

Handing over the reins to Dr Stuart 
Turner in 2008, he continued to serve 
the Warrandyte community through 
the clinic for approximately three 
more years.

Outside of his work at the clinic, 
Derek had a love of music. 

He enjoyed jazz and classical genres, 
with Judy Collins, Linda Ronstadt and 
the little known band Seatrain among 
his favourite artists. 

The annual Warrandyte Christmas 
Carols was another much-loved 
musical experience for Derek, giving 
him an opportunity to enjoy the 
community away from work. 

He took great pleasure in seeing and 
sharing news with familiar faces and 
singing his heart out to all the songs 
that are unique to our home.

Similarly, the Warrandyte Festival 
was an occasion for celebrating 
all  Derek loved about his leafy 
community.

It was so much fun seeing the banners 
go up, knowing that a weekend of 
laughter, good food, wine, sharing 
of stories and experiences was just 
around the corner.

Derek was also a keen supporter of 
the arts and sponsored the Warrandyte 
Art Show for many years.

The chance to dress up and attend 
the opening night event formed a key 
part of the family’s festival calendar, 
another experience Derek’s children 
remember fondly.

Derek truly loved the community 
spirit of Warrandyte and the many 
annual traditions that bring the town 
together in joy.

Derek was always keen to be 
outdoors, and a favourite pastime 
was fishing.

Family memories are filled with 
days spent in the family vessel, the 
Duckhunter, the girls learning from 
their dad how to bait hooks, pump for 
yabbies and clean and scale the catch.

Many holidays were spent in 
regional Victoria and southern New 
South Wales, particularly around the 
Gippsland Lakes and Eden areas.

No trip was complete without one or 
more side journeys to check out this 
swamp or that watering hole.

There was always something new 
to explore; what began as a four-hour 
trip would often end up taking eight 
or nine.

A place very close to Derek’s heart 
was Wonboyn Lake, on the New South 
Wales south coast.

First visiting as a 10-year-old, Derek 
was determined to take Keri there for 
their honeymoon — not even the 1978 
Gippsland bushfires, which they drove 
through on the way, could stop them! 

The pair continued to visit Wonboyn 
regularly until 1981, when the demands 
of balancing family and the clinic took 
precedence.

After a hiatus, holidays at “Wonby” 
recommenced in the early 1990s.

The place quickly became special to 
the entire family, with many stories of 
adventure, accident and amusement.

If not out on the water, then Derek 
could usually be found playing golf.

His daughters have many memories 
of fighting over who would get to 
caddy for him while on holiday at 

Blairgowrie.
He always let them have a hit (once 

out of sight of the clubhouse on the 
back nine, of course).

When Hilary and later Georgi 
became interested in photography, 
Derek quickly became involved.

On retiring he discovered eBay, and 
purchased many new lenses and other 
related paraphernalia.

With a camera or his phone in hand, 
Derek took countless photos of plants, 
birds, and other aspects of the natural 
environment he loved so dearly.

When he wasn’t fishing or golfing, 
Derek was actively involved in a range 
of community organisations.

He was a member of the local branch 
of the Beefsteak and Burgundy Club, 
hosting numerous Cup Day and Prawn 
Fest celebrations at the family home in 
Wonga Park.

He taught Christian Religious 
Education at Warrandyte and Wonga 
Park Primary Schools, was Treasurer at 
the Uniting Church for 10 years, was a 
member of FOWSP, and was honoured 
to be named Warrandyte Festival King 
in 2008.

I n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 0 0 s ,  D e r e k ’s 
contribution to the Warrandyte 
community was recognised with the 
conferral of a Menzies Australia Day 
award.

It’s safe to say that Derek loved 
Warrandyte; he chose to stay even as 
his girls moved off into the world.

Living and working in Warrandyte 
for over 40 years, his friendship and 
generosity extended into many parts 
of the community.

We look forward to reading the 
recollections of the many readers 
who no doubt fondly remember the 
role “Uncle Derek” played in their 
family’s life.

With great sadness, we mourn his 
passing and the loss of such a bright 
spirit.

In the end, Warrandyte has drawn us 
home and now, will forever be etched 
in our hearts as Dad’s place.

obituary

Photos supplied
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A community remembers “Uncle Derek”

A small selection of the many comments left on social media 
WARRANDYTE VET CLINIC
Derek was a dedicated veterinarian 
who was truly adored by the pets 
and community of Warrandyte 
alike. His unwavering commitment 
to the care of animals never 
faltered, as Derek and his wife 
Keri continued to foster wildlife 
long after retirement. He was a 
wonderful man who was always 
smiling, and we will miss his 
regular visits and friendship.
We send our deepest sympathies 
to Keri, Hilary, Celia and Georgi, 
and the extended Fairley family. 

Cassandra Henderson
Derek was my first veterinary 
boss and he was extremely kind 
and caring to everyone around 
him, especially the animals. I 
really enjoyed working with him 
and learnt so much about the 
wonderful veterinary industry. I am 
so very sad to hear of his passing. 
Condolences to Derek’s family.

Joyce Norman
Best vet ever, and such a nice 
caring man.

Deborah Dines Churchill
I remember when he started his 
practice, a great service provider 
for the town, kind and caring, there 
will be many four legged friends 
waiting for him at the rainbow 
bridge

Lois Windridge
We first went to Derek in 1979 with 
our cat and then our budgies. He 
was a lovely man and a marvellous 
vet.

Chris Gardner
So sad, he was a lovely man and a 
fabulous vet to two of my dogs!

Shaz Taylor
What a beautiful man. Condolences 
to the family.

Sandra Foley
A great vet to our dog. 
Condolences to the family.

Josh Mark
Was a great vet for our dogs. Sorry 
to hear this

Nikki Webb
So sad. I did my high school 
work experience with Derek. An 
extremely patient man putting 
up with me. It was a great time. 
Condolences 

Narelle McMahon
Dr Fairley was a great vet and 
human when you’d travel from 
Doncaster to Warrandyte to take 
your pets to him. Condolences to 
his family at this sad time.

Jenny Lee
Derek and I were on the 
Committee of both the Melbourne 
Gun Club and Melbourne Field and 
Game. He did a lot of volunteer 
work around the Club . He was a 
true gentleman and will be sadly 
missed.

Cheryl Weatherley
Wonderful vet who really cared 
for all animals and their human 
parents...sad news. Loved by all 
who knew him. Condolences to all 
his family 

Danny Wales
I remember shooting skeet mid 
week practice with him great bloke 
he used to have a beer or two at 
the bar and talk to everyone

Ian Wood
Sad news and sympathy to his 
family and friends. A very caring 
and knowledgeable gentleman who 
had a passion for all animals.

Lisa Rogers
I am so sad to hear the news. 
Derek was a lovely man and an 
extremely compassionate and 
knowledgeable vet. I feel very 
lucky to have had him care for our 
cats. We send our sympathy to his 
family.

Margaret Dawson
Derek was a true lover of all his 
animals. I remember him working 
for hours to ease the pain of our 
pony who had eaten something 
that disagreed with him. He just 
didn’t give up. It was indeed a 
great honour to have met him. 

Sue Middelhuis
So sad to hear, our first meeting of 
Derek was in 1978, he cared for 
all our pets during their ups and 
downs over the years. His empathy 
to our family during sad times will 
never be forgotten. A wonderful vet 
and caring man.
Condolences to Keri and family 

Eileen Slabon
Such sad news. Derek was our 
vet from the time we first moved 
to Warrandyte more than 45 years 
ago. He was someone special, with 
a wonderful way with animals. He 
tended to all our dogs from birth to 
death, & treated all the injured or 
unwell extras that the kids would 
bring home. Our deepest sympathy 
to Keri & the family. 

Enza Tripoli
Very sad news — Sincere 
condolences to Derek’s family. 
Derek was a lovely caring vet 
Thank you Derek for the care you 
gave to my dogs Rest In Peace 

tributes
Dr Derek Fairley passed away in July 2021, following a short illness. Known fondly as Dr Derek, or Uncle Derek, the veterinarian touched the lives of 
many in the Warrandyte Community and beyond — human and non-human alike. He has been remembered as a kind, compassionate man with a love 
of his family, friends, fishing, and faith and of course all creatures great and small.

Doreen and Graham Burge 
I FIRST consulted Derek with one of 
our Labradors in late 1978 as I was 
preparing to move into our Warrandyte 
home from Templestowe.

Little did I know that this visit would 
be the first of hundreds from that day 
until Derek’s retirement.

We often joked with Derek (and still 
do with his successor Stuart) that any 
renovations at the clinic should be 
named the Burge Wing!

Having Labradors — known for their 
greed and skill at finding “food” — 
meant we visited often.

One never-to-be-forgotten memory 
is of Bella, having filled up on compost 
and starting to show signs of poisoning 

as a result, being given an emetic, 
the action of which Derek waited for, 
shovel in hand, in the freezing car park. 

When a mountain of vile smelling 
vomit  ensued,  D erek gleeful ly 
shovelled it up and carried it through 
the waiting room for examination!

Some years later, Derek eased Bella 
from this world at home in her bed.

Two of our other Labradors were 
helped on their way by Derek at our 
home — something for which we’re 
forever grateful.

A kind, patient, knowledgeable man, 
and so much part of Warrandyte and its 
animals — we will miss him.

Thank you Keri and family for sharing 
Derek with us.

He will be missed!

Vin and Kerrie Molony and family
DEAR KERI and family,

We only learnt recently that our dear 
“Uncle Derek” had died.

We are very sad to hear this and would 
like to send our deepest sympathy to 
you and your family.

Uncle Derek, as he was known by 
our animals, has a very special place 
in our hearts.

He was much loved by our Rottweiler 
Nero, Kitty, Gizmo, and Tommy the 
very Bad Cat.

And back in the late ‘70s, much loved 
by old Toby (horse) and Pussy.

We all send our love

Liz Wood 
MY HUSBAND (Bill) and I first met 
Derek when we moved to Warrandyte 
in 1982 with our two dogs.

He was our vet for all four Belgian 
Shepherd dogs we had over the years 
and was very caring towards them.

They also loved him and were very 
happy to visit the surgery.

Our other experience with Derek 
was as members of the Warrandyte 
Beefsteak and Burgundy Club (BSB).

Derek was one of the founding 
members of the club which started 
back in the early 60s.

The club was formed because of half 
a dozen like-minded gentleman having 

lunch and a few wines together.
There is a founding club in Adelaide 

that started the whole Beef Steak and 
Burgundy movement, and it is still in 
existence.

D erek and Ker i  held many a 
BSB function at their house where 
members, their wives, and children 
could join in.

The Warrandyte BSB was a male only 
club until 1993 when women were 
admitted as full members of the club.

Derek was a very active member of 
the club.

He was President in 1990 and 1991, 
Secretary from 1993 to 1997 and Wine 
and Food Master from 1985 to 1988.

Derek appreciated a good red wine 
and was always willing to share his 
port with whoever wanted to partake.

He was an integral part of the BSB 
club until he retired from his Veterinary 
practice.

We also discovered early that Derek 
had gone to Queens college where my 
husband also attended but at different 
times.

They reminisced about the college on 
many occasions.

Our condolences to Keri and the 
family.

He will be missed.
We will raise a glass of port in his 

memory.

Pam Lavery (on behalf of WUC) 
ONE OF GOD’S gentlemen…

We have known Derek Fairley for 
years — not only in his capacity as 
the much loved Vet in Warrandyte but 
also as one of God’s gentlemen in the 
community and at Warrandyte Uniting 
Church (WUC).

What a treasure of a man!
Derek was a gentle, down-to-earth 

bloke who cared for “all creatures great 
and small” and, just as importantly, his 
care for fellow human beings knew no 
bounds.

Derek’s contribution to the WUC 
community was amazing; from offering 
wise counsel to the younger people and 
being a mate to all, to his expertise on 
audio visual technology and a myriad 
of talents in between.

He was always keen to chat and 
extend the hand of friendship with 
warmth and humour.

Derek shared his awesome range of 
gifts with love and humility.

We loved the WUC annual animal 
and pet blessing services that Derek 
enthusiastically supported — his love 
for and engagement with everyone’s 
pets was delightful to witness; even 
the ones who barked along with the 
singing or who had a sneaky piddle in 
the church.

Derek was remarkable for his depth 
of faith, his strong sense of family and 
friendship and his rollicking sense 
of fun.

We at Warrandyte Uniting Church 
treasure our memory of him.

Helen Smyth 
I REMEMBER Derek in his early years 
in Warrandyte, taking care of the 
vaccinations and misadventures of 
our three pets.

But I’ll never forget his tender 
ministering to a distraught sobbing 
young me the day three pets suddenly 
became two.

Rest in peace, lovely man.

Keam Family
DEREK FAIRLEY’S connection to the 
Keam family was a wide ranging one.

We shared proud parent moments 
as we each have three wonderful 
daughters whose lives were connected 
in many ways.

Derek’s love and care for his daughters 
was evident in every conversation we 
had.

We shared love and tasks for and at 
Warrandyte Uniting Church, where 
Derek lived out his faith in so many 
small and large ways.

We shared the lives of all our four-

legged family members with Derek and 
have way too many funny and touching 
stories of his love and care for them.

From a wild cat destroying his office, 
to his support for stray magpies and 
possums, and his thorough and 
compassionate care from puppyhood 
to end of life for our dogs.

And over the last year or so we shared 
many chats and cuppas with him as he 
bravely faced his medical challenges.

We’ve all lost a special community 
member and our love goes to Keri, 
Hilary, Celia, Georgi and their families 
as they deal with an even bigger loss.

A toast to his memory

A treasure of a man In our hearts

A real loss to the communityA lovely man
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It’s all happening at Neighbourhood House

Thespians keep their talents honed online

U3A announces Summer School Prepare, prepare, prepare

By EMMA EDMUNDS
BO OKINGS ARE now open for 
Term 4 classes at the Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House... and we are 
excited to offer many of our classes 
for FREE for the remainder of the year!

We are offering all our fitness classes 
for free as, a way to give back to our 
community after a challenging year in 
and out of lockdowns.

While these classes are free — due 
to limited numbers, bookings are 
required — so sign up today to secure 
your spot.

In the event of any lockdowns or 
restrictions due to COVID, classes will 
run online.

Please note weekend workshops will 
only be run face to face if lockdowns 
permit and are not included in the 
free classes.

Come one come all
We are reaching out  to local 

businesses to offer some support and 
help during this challenging time.

Working from home (like most 
people these days), we have been 
researching local businesses to offer 
subsidised places on our website 
course, which commences October 18.

We noticed that a lot of business 
either do not have any online presence 
or their websites have not been 
updated.

We are aware that many small 
businesses struggle with maintaining 

or making changes to their website, it 
can be expensive and time consuming.

With so much retail happening 
online, customers need to be able to 
find your business.

Now is a great time to boost your 
business by creating an online 
presence. 

In just eight classes over four weeks, 
you will create your own website from 
start to finish. 

By creating your own website, you 
will have total control over the site, be 
able to update or change things quickly 
and easily, without having to rely on an 
outsourced company. 

Classes are delivered in a friendly 
and low key, online environment (if 
restrictions permit, classes will be 
face to face). 

Food hampers
We are continuing our partnership 

with Carenet to provide food and 
toiletries to those in need.

The Carenet trailer will be at the 
rear of the Neighbourhood House in 
the carpark on Wednesday mornings 
between 10am and 12pm.

Bags of food are available to anyone 
who needs them from the trailer every 
week.

Concession card not required.

For more information, to book a 
class, or just to get in touch, 
phone 9844 1839 or visit 
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.
org.au

By SANDI MILLER
WHILE THE pandemic has seen the 
Warrandyte Mechanic’s Institute Hall 
closed, Warrandyte Theatre Company’s 
actors, directors, producers, and 
writers have not been sitting idle.

Originally rehearsing Visitors and 
Calendar Girls via Zoom, when the 
extent of the latest lockdown became 
apparent, Calendar Girls was put on 

hold until September 2022, when it 
is more likely the production can be 
staged before a large audience.

Visitors is still planned for as soon 
as possible after lockdown — watch 
this space.

In lieu of rehearsing for a distant-
future performance, the company 
have been holding a program of play 
readings, over Zoom, with some 
wonderful works being put through 
their paces.

Newly-local playwright, Emma 
Woods, tried out a new work on the cast, 
with a delightful Christmas-themed 
play, A Hit and Miss Christmas, and 
the cast tried on some old favourites 
as well including, Away, by Michael 
Gow, and Dario Fo’s Accidental Death 
of an Anarchist.

All in the spirit of keeping their craft 
honed, and to ensure they will be at 
their best when they get to tread the 
boards for you again in the future.

In the meantime, expressions of 
interest are still open for local writers 
from Manningham and Nillumbik 
interested in submitting short plays for 
performance by Warrandyte Theatre 
Company.

Plays should be:

• between 15 and 30 minutes and 
must not have been published.

• relatively simple to stage with a 
simple set - they may be performed 
at other venues in festivals in 2022.

• ideally, between 2 and 6 characters. 

We are seeking plays that can be 
performed live and/or online.

WTC is keen to receive plays from 
everyone, particularly young writers.

Prizes will be in the form of a 
performance royalty.

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
submitting a script, in the first 
instance contact Adrian Rice via  
chair@warrandytearts.org.au

SUBJECT TO compliance with 
COVID-19 restrictions, Ringwood 
U3A is planning to continue its 
very successful Summer School in 
January 2022.

Already, a very impressive range 
of speakers has been lined up, who 
will be leading classes on a variety 
of diverse and interesting topics such 
as: Floral Art, the Italian Lifestyle, 
Aboriginal Leaders, Vineyards, 
Athletics, the Recent History of 
Russia, and the History of Jazz.

Alistair McCracken of Ringwood 
U3A committee said:

“This will offer our members 
and the public the possibility of 
something interesting following 
lockdown and during the school 
holidays”.

Participation will require payment 
of a small fee and the public is most 
welcome to attend.

Full details are available on our 
website:  
www.u3aringwood.org.au 

Email:info@u3aringwood.org.au
Programme for 2022

Like the entire community, 
Ringwood U3A is looking forward 
to returning to face-to-face classes 
in 2022. 

“We will not only continue to offer a 

wide diversity of classes to members 
but will be expanding classes to 
include Special Presentations such 
as a first-hand Presentation on 
the forcible deportation of British 
child migrants to Australia and 
other Commonwealth countries in 
the 1940s and 1950s, and a retired 
senior policeman sharing some of 
his experiences as an instructor in 
the Police Academy,” said Alistair.

Venues
The events will be held at the 

Parkwood Community Hub, Tortice 
Drive, Ringwood and the Kevin 
Pratt Pavilion, Norwood Reserve, 
Mullum Mullum Road, Ringwood.

Dear Warrandyte,

As people continue to suffer the mental 
health effects of the pandemic Red Cross 
is reminding readers there are things they 
can do now to regain a sense of control, 
and prepare for the inevitable disasters 
ahead.

New research by Australian Red Cross has 
found that two in five Australians’ mental 
health has been hit by Covid, and a similar 
number say they feel less hopeful about 
the future.

Some 37 per cent feel less secure and safe.

Our annual campaign to encourage 

people to prepare for disasters, as the 
better prepared people are, the better 
their experience when a disaster hits.

Better preparation also leads to a better 
recovery.

There are excellent resources on the Red 
Cross website: www.redcross.org.au/
prepare including steps to create your 
own emergency plan, to download the 
Red Cross Get Prepared App, a survival 
kit, emergency contacts list, keepsake 
list, information to help manage stress 
and more.

With disaster season almost upon us, 
we strongly encourage people to start 
thinking now about how they will manage.

Your mental health will be better for it. 

Sincerely,

Sue Cunningham 
Director Australian Red Cross, 
Victoria

Your say



SATURDAY
November 6
(We hope)
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Flowing water, gentle sea

Nillumbik Grooves: a showcase of local musical talent

IN OUR PHYSICAL world, water 
presents itself as solid, liquid and gas.

All three forms of water are wonderful 
photographic subjects.

What photographer can resist 
snapping a snow-capped mountain, 
a running stream, pristine frost, or 
beautifully ethereal clouds and mist?

Water  is  ref le ct ive,  s l ipp er y, 
translucent, resplendent and calming.

It  gl i tters  and gleams and is 
sometimes still and sometimes moving 
fast or tumbling down a mountainside.

When you are photographing fast 
moving water such as a waterfall, 
waves or a running stream use a fast 
shutter speed such as 1000th of a 
second.

This will stop the water dead in its 
tracks and faithfully record every 
droplet, splash and swirl on to your 
digital receptor.

Or you can choose to photograph 
moving water using long exposure 
photography techniques.

Put your camera on a tripod near a 
fast moving river, ocean or waterfall.

Set your shutter speed to 3 seconds 
and fire, being careful not to bump 
your camera or tripod during the 
exposure.

Check your image for exposure and 
effect, make any necessary changes 
and shoot again.

The great thing about digital 
photography is that you can shoot 
time and time again without having 
to pay for film costs.

Reflections are a wonderfully 
enchanting and creative way to use 
the qualities of water to achieve an 
interesting effect.

At sunset, the light can reflect off the 
surface of river, pond or ocean and you 
can capture the beautiful atmosphere 
of sunset time.

Water skiing, windsurfing, scuba 
diving and other water sports will 
also give you an opportunity for some 
special shots.

I have used a waterproof Nikonos 
underwater camera during my career 
to photograph sharks, stingrays and 
dolphins 30 feet underwater.

Scary but fun!
H a v e  f u n  w i t h  y o u r  w a t e r 

photography; it’s beautiful, abundant, 
and free!

And if your picture doesn’t turn out 
the way you had hoped, it’s a very 
productive learning session.

All you have to do is go back and do 
it again.

After all, with photography, you 
really only learn from your mistakes 
and believe me, I’ve made plenty.

NILLUMBIK SHIRE Council is shining 
the spotlight on some amazing local 
musical talent through our new video 
project, Nillumbik Grooves.

The project has involved filming 
a r t i s t s  p e r f o r m i n g  s h o r t  p o p -
up performances, each at a great 
Nillumbik location, with the video 
series now available to enjoy via 
Council’s website.

Mayor Peter Perkins said Nillumbik 
Grooves was an innovative way to 
support local artists during a difficult 
time for the music and performance 
industry.

“The videos help these diverse 
musicians find new audiences while 
showcasing some of our great and 

unique Nillumbik locations,” he said.
“As the COVID restrictions continue, 

it’s also a great way to share some 
fantastic music with our community 
who are really missing being able to see 
live performances and connect with 
arts and culture.”

The video series features:
• Eltham solo artist Johnny Cronin, 

performing Home outside A Local 
Baker in St Andrews.

• Hana Zreikat (Sounds like Hana), 
of Research, performing Black 
Balloons at Tancks Corner in 
Yarrambat.

• Eltham band The Paperback 
Writers performing Train Ride at 
the Outdoor Performance Space at 

Apollo Parkways, Greensborough.
• St Andrews artist Matt Stonehouse 

performing Around the Corner at 
Edendale Community Environment 
Farm in Eltham.
If you would like your music to 

be considered for future Nillumbik 
Grooves recordings, please contact 
Council’s Arts Development Officer 
artsinfo@nillumbik.vic.gov.au or 
keep up to date by subscribing to the 
Nillumbik Arts and Culture eNews at 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Living-in/Arts- 
and-culture/Stay-connected.

With BILL McAULEY

talking images

Catch up with important news and events from across 
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte 
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

1. A pigeon is captured bathing itself 
in a birdbath. 
The high shutter speed stops the 
droplets of water as they fly through 
the air.
200mm telephoto lens, 1/320th sec 
at F2.8 with 560 ISO. 
2. This pic of a dolphin and his 
keeper was taken at Warragamba 
Wildlife Park with a specially 
designed Nikonos underwater 
camera.
24mm lens, 1/60th sec at F7.1 with 
800 ISO.

3. This image of Cradle Mountain and 
Dove Lake in Tasmania shows off the 
three forms of water in the one frame. 
The lake is liquid, the snow is solid 
and the clouds are gas. 
This pic also highlights the reflective 
qualities of water.
18mm wide angle lens, 1/125th sec 
at F16 with 400 ISO.
4. Olinda Falls: This pic is an 
example of long exposure technique. 
Using a tripod and a 145mm lens, the 
camera is set to 1 second exposure 
at F22 with 100 ISO. 

3.

4.

1. 2.

Watch them now at: 
n i l l u mb i k . v i c . g o v. a u /
nillumbik-grooves.

Johnny Cronin



Our FREE home 
loan check 
could get you 
a better deal.
We also do refinance, car 
loans, and business loans  

Mortgage Choice Limited ACN 009 161 979. Australian Credit Licence 382869 are owned and operated by ASX-listed REA Group Ltd (ASX:REA) ACN 068 349 066

talk to me today 
Samantha Ghostine
p 0402 111 399 e samantha.ghostine@mortgagechoice.com.au  
MortgageChoice.com.au/samantha.ghostine

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to your 

design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets
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Sawdust in his veins
BY SANDI MILLER
RYAN GASKETT HAS spent the last 10 
years with the smell of sawdust and two 
stroke in his nostrils.

The filmmaker has been filming 
chainsaw artist Leigh Conkie since 2012 
for the feature length documentary 
Leigh, which will have its premiere 
screening at ACMI in December.

Ryan first met the iconic Eltham artist 
while at film school.

He said he had always loved looking at 
the sculptor’s “outdoor gallery”, which 
is a feature of everyone’s commute 
along Eltham’s Main Road, so he 
jumped at the chance to interview him.

“ W e  h a d  t o  m a k e  a  s h o r t 
documentary, and I chose to do stories 
from the neighbourhood, and a friend 
introduced me to his neighbour, and 
I interviewed him for two hours and 
made a 10-minute documentary about 
him,” he told WD Bulletin.

Ryan said the initial short film could 
not do the chainsaw artist justice, as 
there was so much more he wanted to 
tell about Leigh, so the initial interview 
was the first of many filming sessions 
they had over several years.

In late 2014, Ryan filmed Leigh 
sculpting a female asylum seeker 
holding a baby.

Then, Ryan said, they did a late-night 
installation of the work on the lawn of 
The Age’s then headquarters in Collins 
Street, Melbourne.

Within hours, security guards 
had removed the sculpture, but the 
installation had made its point — 
raising awareness of refugee issues 
and generating thousands of “Likes” 
online.

While Leigh Conkie is known around 
Eltham for his chainsaw art, Ryan said 
the film is not really about that, it is 
about the man behind the artist.

“He’s had a pretty hard life, he was 
abused as a child, had been in a major 
car accident, and he was in a pretty 
down place”.

Ryan said at one stage, Leigh lost 
the passion for his art and was just 
producing playground features for 
the money.

The bulk of the film was recorded 
between 2014 and 2016, when Leigh 
made the decision to turn his life 
around.

“He was going through a pretty low 
point in his life at the time, and he 
decided to give himself a goal and go 
to Japan to climb Mount Fuji,” he said.

Ryan said while that was a pretty “out 
there” thing to do, anyone who knew 
Leigh thought it was totally something 

that he would do.
“I actually have the moment he 

made the decision to do it on camera, 
he made his mind up while we were 
in the middle of an interview,” the 
filmmaker said.

From then, he stopped drinking and 
started running and working out and 
eating healthy — although he wouldn’t 
give up the cigarettes.

Ryan said it was a big deal for Leigh to 
attempt something as big as climbing 
Mt Fuji, because at the time he could 
barely walk to the local 7Eleven.

But Ryan was there with Leigh every 
step of the way, documenting the long 
road to his health and his art.

Originally crowd sourced through 
Pozible, the filmmaker managed to 
get a host of local collaboration on the 
film, including local composer Charly 
Harrison scoring the documentary, 
and including music from the Teskey 
Brothers, and Gotye.

The film was originally due to be 
premiered in October, but due to 
COVID, the screening has been moved 
to December, and has already sold out.

A second ACMI screening in 
February has just been announced, 
and if you get in quick, tickets can be 
booked via Eventbrite.

Catch up with important news and events from across 
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte 
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

Bookings:
www.eventbrite.com.au

Watch the trailer here: 
fb.watch/7_osoViOhx

Photos courtesy: RYAN GASKETT
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Composer finds winning inspiration 
in our bend of the river

By SANDI MILLER
THE WINNERS of the 2021 Art Music 
Awards have been announced, 
including some of Australia’s finest 
established and emerging artists 
excelling in their fields.

Among the winners of this prestigious 
award is North Warrandyte singer and 
composer, Lisa Young, being awarded 
Work of the Year: Choral

The category saw many innovative 
compositions realised in unusual 
conditions.

H e r  w i n n i n g  w o r k ,  S a c r e d 
Stepping Stones, conveys a powerful 
environmental message — it is also a 
rarity among this year’s nominations 
in that it was able to be premiered to a 
live audience.

It was performed by a massed choir 
during Gondwana’s 2020 Festival of 
Summer Voices. 

Pres ente d annual ly  by  APR A 
AMCOS and the Australian Music 
Centre (AMC), the Art Music Awards 
acknowledge the achievements of 
composers, performers and educators 
in the genres of contemporary classical 
music, jazz, improvisation, sound art 
and experimental music. 

Dean Ormston, APRA AMCOS Chief 
Executive and Marshall McGuire, 
Chair of the AMC’s Board of Directors 
said in a statement:

“APRA AMCOS and the Australian 
Music Centre are proud to celebrate 
the ingenuity and dedication of this 
year’s finalists at a time of change 
and disruption — and in some ways 
also a time of opportunity — in the 
performing arts landscape.”

Lisa spoke to the Diary following the 
announcement.

She said it is “a great thrill and 
honour to win this national award”.

She was commissioned to write 
the work for the massed choir of 320 
singers aged from10–25 years, at the 
Festival of Summer Voices, Gondwana 
National Choral School 2020.

“I knew I was writing a piece for 320 
younger people — they are a highly 
skilled talented lot of musicians — so 
I wanted to write something that they 
would connect well with, so it is a very 
rhythmic piece, about how sacred the 
planet is,” she said.

Lisa said the work celebrates the 
beauty and sacredness of the Earth.

“It is also a call to stand for its care.
“Lots of young people — all people 

— are very passionate about that issue, 
and I hoped that the singers would 
really connect with it, and they did,” 
she said.

Lisa is known as a creative vocal 
stylist, composer, and improviser, 
incorporating Indian and African 
elements in her work.

When describing the work, she 
said many of her compositions and 
performances have been influenced 
by South Indian music. 

“Performance of the piece involves 
a distinct vocal ‘sound-bank’, which 
integrates pitched konnakkol with scat 
sounds to add rhythmic drive to the 
chant section of the song.” 

She explained konnakkol is the 
performance art form of the intoned 

rhythmic recitation of solkattu, the 
vocalised syllables used in South 
Indian classical music and dance.

“Since 1994, I have studied this 
sophisticated rhythmic language. 

“Whilst traditionally it is an intoned 
recitation, unique to my work is the 
use of konnakkol as the language for 
melodic structures, riffs, bass lines and 
improvisations, allowing the rhythms, 
vocal sounds and melodies to express 
and support the work’s intent.

“A lot of my writing is really rhythmic 
and so I was also aiming to have great 
vocal percussion and polyrhythmic 
textures,” she said.

“I just love to layer rhythmic lines, so 
it was an important part of the piece I 
wanted it to have.

“I also wanted to include some 
movement, and I was really pleased 
with the physicality of the piece,” she 
said.

Lisa worked on the piece over a 
period of six months. 

“I use a loop station so I can sing all 
the parts in certain sections if I am 
not sure how they are going to feel 
together, so I sort of loop and layer 
them and use an octave change to 
become a bass singer — it gives me 
confidence that all the parts will sit 
well together.

“It is a big moment when you go to 
the National Choral School, and they 
have all got your piece in front them, 
but you haven’t heard it.

“I didn’t run it with a group of singers 
before I went, I just hoped I had done 
enough work on it. 

“We only had three rehearsals before 
the premiere — and it was great,” she 
said.

Unusually, Lisa requested that 
she conducted the piece’s premiere 
performance.

“I asked if I could conduct it, because 
sometimes they would commission 
the massed work and someone else 
might conduct it, but this time it was 
awesome to be able to conduct it and 
play my djembe drum as well,” she 
said.

She said it was also unusual to 
conduct without the score.

“Of course, part of the time I was 
conducting in a traditional sense, but I 
do love that sense of driving the rhythm 
through the drum and connecting 
with the choir in that way, sometimes 
I will stamp my foot where the beat is 
because my hands are busy.”

She said she was delighted with how 
the performance turned out.

“The connection to the piece was 
great and they are incredible singers 
to begin with, so the short turn around 
worked fine, and they were all over it,” 
she said.

The piece was well received when 
it premiered at the 2020 Festival 
of Summer Voices, and has been 
embraced by choirs around the world, 
with Spanish choir Leioa Kantika 
Korala touring the work across Spain 
and other choirs lining up to perform 
the work when restrictions allow.

“Conductor, Basilio Astulez Duque 
loves it, and Leioa Kantika Korala have 
performed it in eight different Spanish 

cathedral concerts. 
They have recently recorded it and 

it will be on their new release that is 
coming out soon.”

Lisa has lived in Warrandyte for 26 
years and says that living where she 
does helps her creativity.

“I love the bush and I love nature and 
I can’t live without it really; it is a big 
part of my life and my creative practice 
— I love living here.

“Part of my compositional process is 
simply walking the river.

“When I am stuck and searching for a 
particular line of text or melody, I often 
just leave my studio and go to the river 
and walk it and sing the piece and the 
right line or the next lyric will come.”

She said she used this process when 
creating Sacred Stepping Stones.

“I wanted to describe how the land 
shapes you, so ‘does the bend in 
the river shape you?’ is very much a 
Warrandyte line,” Lisa told the Diary.

And the accolades keep coming for 
this talented musician.

She has just been announced as a 
finalist in the Australian Women in 
Music Awards.

“I have been shortlisted in the 
songwriters’ awards,” she said. 

The award announcements have 
been delayed until May 2022 to allow 
for a national awards ceremony to take 
place in Brisbane.

Lisa is also a founding member of 
acclaimed a cappella group Coco’s 
Lunch.

The vocal group have just released a 
new album, Misra Chappu — which 
has been shortlisted in the Music 
Victoria Awards.

“We are huge intercultural explorers 
musically and integrate the influence 
of Indian and African music in 
our compositions, and we all play 
percussion as well.”

Coco’s Lunch are (hopefully) running 
some workshops on October 30 and 
November 13 in Clifton Hill.

“The other gig we are hopeful will 
going ahead is a performance on 
November 12 at the Melbourne Recital 
Centre, in the Primrose Potter Salon”.

For more details, or to book tickets 
for Coco’s Lunch, visit  
www.cocoslunch.com.
To watch Gondwana National 

Choral School’s Sacred 
Stepping Stones:  
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-Ap-FVipckM

Or visit Lisa’s website: 
lisayoungmusic.com.

Sacred Stepping Stones

This land it shapes me 
as I listen in and breathe

And the light enchants me 
as I catch it on the breeze

And we awaken to stand for the call
That our planet is sacred  
and is precious to us all

What is the colour of the road that finds you?
Does the bend in the river shape you?

We’re alive and breathing 
still believing 

painting
 dreaming…

Cold rocks and stepping-stones
Cool shaded olive groves

Hiking the Buffalo mountain
Ochres of desert clay
Acacias blue and grey
Under a rainbow sky

And we’ll fly…

© Lisa Young 2019

Photo: BILL SANDEL

Photo: BILL McAULEY
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The Diary of Anne Frank (1959)
Directed by George Stevens. Stars: Millie Perkins, Shelley Winters, Ed Wynn, Diane Baker

I had a dream: The speech that never was
A fictional story about a real PM and a real emergency

“We have problems here 
that no other people our 

age have ever had.
“And just as you think 
you’ve solved them, 

something comes along 
and, bang, you have to 

start all over again.” 
— Anne Frank, aged 16, 1944
I HAD BEEN thinking for some time 
that The Diary of Anne Frank would 
be a good film to watch while in 
lockdown.

Ho w e v e r,  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t 
comparing my plight of being stuck in 
my own home with only a television 
and bottle of wine for company to the 
plight of a desperate Jewish family 
avoiding a concentration camp by 
hiding in an attic for over two years, 
seemed more than a little entitled.

Nevertheless, I found that when 
actually watching the film, the 
difficulties faced by our young people 
today suddenly come into focus.

The quote above in particular 
jumped out at me as pretty much 
summing up the lived experience of 
everybody over these past two years, 

but particularly that of teenagers — 
especially those struggling with Year 
11 or 12.

Those just about the age that Anne 
was when she wrote those thoughts 
in 1944.

Anne Frank is 14 when she enters 
the attic with her family and four 
other people.

Their life in German-occupied 
Netherlands has become untenable 
for Jewish people and, after watching 
their friends and relatives disappear 
— either smuggled abroad or sent to 
concentration camps — the Franks 
have been forced into hiding.

A Christian couple offer them 
refuge in the attic above their 
business premises and, with forged 
ration cards, keep the group supplied 
throughout their stay.

For eight hours per day, during 
business hours, the hidden party 
maintain complete silence (including 
no use of the lavatory) in case any of 
the workers below hear them.

At night, they can at least move 
around but must stay strictly in the 
attic.

As I say, their predicament goes way 
beyond anything our curfews and 
health regulations have produced, 
and it is ignoble to even compare.

However, Anne’s diary reflects 
pretty much the thoughts and 
feelings — the growing pains — that 
young people through history have 
pondered.

When we rationalise that at least 
our youth aren’t in a war or worse, 

or that without lockdowns we would 
be in a Black Death situation that 
would really damage them, we 
devalue the actual difficulties they 
are undoubtedly experiencing.

It’s probably true that many 
generations of  young people 
throughout history have had it worse 
even than Anne, but that does not 
obviate her reality, nor the reality of 
the COVID Generation (as they will 
no doubt become known).

Anne documents it all, striving 
as she does to find the inherent 
goodness in people.

The scene where she finds ways 
of presenting each person with a 
gift that reflects their personality is 
an eloquent testimony of her own 
virtue.

She forms a particular friendship 
with the only young male in the 
group and we watch as she and her 
family find ways of establishing for 
her a shadow of the life that should 
have been.

By the end of the film, Anne still 
believes that, despite it all, people 
are basically good.

Of course, she is still in hiding when 
she forms this view.

It is impossible to say what she 
believes once out of the attic.

I hope that, by the end of this 
pandemic, our young people will still 
be able to find hope and a place in a 
world that — despite it all — is better 
than the world Anne Frank found on 
the outside.

IN A DREAM, I turn on the television 
and the Prime Minister is starting to 
speak. 

Soon I am mesmerised, because 
the things he is saying are honest and 
inspiring, and not what I’ve expected 
to hear.

He talks about the government 
acknowledging the climate emergency 
and taking responsibility for urgent 
climate action.

This is what my dream PM says:

My fellow Australians,
In early November, the world’s 

nations will meet in Glasgow for the 
26th United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, known as COP26.
They’ll review their progress towards 
the goals of the Paris Agreement 
and discuss setting more ambitious 
emission-reduction targets to limit 
global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels.
COP26 has a particular urgency 
b ecaus e  the  c l imate  cr is is  i s 
accelerating.
In the summer of 2019–20, we were 
shocked by the severe bushfires and 
resultant air pollution that affected 
large parts of our country.
This brought home to many of us how 
vulnerable Australia is to the impacts 
of climate change.
Overseas, during this year’s northern 
summer, we’ve seen extremely intense 
wildfires in California and Greece, 
while parts of Europe suffered 
catastrophic flooding.
Then there has been the recent release 
of the Sixth Assessment Report by 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), the world’s 
most authoritative body on climate 
science.
The IPCC has highlighted the 

devastating effects climate change 
is already having and the need for 
urgent action this decade if we’re to 
avoid worse impacts resulting from 
global warming above 1.5C.
My government has been greatly 
criticised for not taking effective 
climate action, including for our 
interim emission-reduction target 
of 26–28 per cent by 2030 and for 
not committing to zero emissions by 
mid-century.
The Coalition has always focussed on 
maintaining and building a strong 
economy to ensure jobs and growth, 
and those are fine objectives.
But we admit that much of the 
criticism is well-founded.
We’re sorry for not giving the climate 
emergency the attention it deserves.
We’ve engaged in climate denial, 
ignoring the clear warnings of the 
world’s climate scientists and other 
experts.
Our policies have favoured coal, gas, 
and oil over renewable energy sources 
— not in the least because of powerful 
lobbying and generous donations 
from the fossil fuel industry.
We’ve ignored the huge economic 
b e n e f i t s  t h a t  i n v e s t m e n t  i n 

renewables can bring.
We’ve been guilty of spin and trickery 
and have played down the severity of 
the climate crisis.
We said we’d claim carry-over Kyoto 
credits to enable us to meet our 2030 
targets, only to back off from this 
under pressure.
We’ve used delaying tactics to avoid 
the Great Barrier Reef being listed as 
“in danger” by the World Heritage 
Committee.
We’ve behaved with shameful 
indifference towards poorer low-lying 
nations in the Pacific and elsewhere 
facing rising sea levels due to global 
warming.
We’ve sought to score political points 
against the Opposition over climate 
change, when climate action should 
be above party politics.
All this must end.
We hereby commit to a target of 
net zero emissions by 2050, and to 
achieving substantially more than a 
50–52 per cent reduction in emissions 
by 2030, being the target set by the 
United States last April.
These commitments involve a major 
change of direction and massive 
expenditure.

But in the climate emergency, as in 
wartime, governments cannot shy 
away from spending money.
A u s t r a l i a  i s  a n  a d v a n c e d , 
affluent nation with a very high 
carbon footprint, and we have a 
responsibility to take urgent climate 
action.
We owe this to all Australians, 
including the young people of this 
country who will be most affected by 
a warming planet.
And we owe the same to future 
generations.
Waking from this wishful dream, I 

return to the reality of an intransigent 
national government that will not 
accept the need for urgent climate 
action.

If this apocryphal article spurs you 
to take climate action, here are some 
links you might like to look at:
climateactnow.com.au
www.climatecouncil.org.au
www.acf.org.au/climate
Jeff Cranston is a member of local 
climate change action group 
WarrandyteCAN 
Find them on facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
warrandytecan

By JEFF CRANSTON
WarrandyteCAN

green edge

With JUDY DUNGEY 

classic movies

Photos courtesy 20th Century-Fox
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Transformation close to home
REMARKABLE TREES is a monthly 
reflection on the old, the sacred, the 
mysterious and the poetic.

Although some of our travel distance 
restrictions have been lifted, when I 
first put pen to paper for this month’s 
tree, my best option was to stay close 
to home.

While  wander ing around the 
garden and contemplating on trees 
as a reflection of life, I noticed a large 
one previously very much taken for 
granted, like something you grew 
up with that became part of your 
furniture.

I t  i s  a  S w e e t  P i t t o s p o r u m 
(pittosporum undulatum).

L o c a l  f r o m  s o u t h - e a s t e r n 
Queensland to north-eastern Victoria, 
sweet pittosporum is considered a 
pest species in Manningham and 
neighbouring LGAs.

Despite this, the fine specimen on my 
parent’s property has been growing for 
50 years now.

Over the years, all its offspring have 
been removed as they can spread 
rapidly via the digestive tracts of birds 
who enjoy its berries.

So what is it about sweet pittosporum 
that suits this particular time?

Adjusting to “COVID life” during the 
last two years and being a mindfulness 
meditation practitioner, there has been 
endless opportunity to reflect on my 
thoughts and attitude towards others.

Recently in group discussion, we 
agreed we have felt challenged by vax 
versus anti-vax, mask versus no mask, 
those who appear to throw caution to 

the wind and consequently initiate yet 
another lockdown, and more recently, 
protests spattered with anger and 
violence.

I am quick to disapprove initially, 
because like many, I am a bit fed up.

Following up with my friends 
however, I am startled.

Some of them have charged headlong 
down the conspiracy road.

Others insist on the dangers of 
vaccination and produce “evidence” 
to support this.

Some have been abusive because I 
chose to vaccinate while others who 
have well-considered their choices 
and taken responsibility for them 
could not have been more respectful 
of my own.

Certainly, life can deliver surprises. 
In pondering with the latter friends, 

we ruminated on attitudes that seem 
to be manifesting in the world at large; 
the polarising divisiveness that omits a 
certain kind of poison into society that 
excludes all who differ in belief.

Hence my attention is drawn to sweet 
pittosporum.

Somewhere in my learning I adopted 
the belief that pittosporum was 
poisonous.

I believed it omitted a toxin that 
prevented other plants from growing.

I thought the leaves were poisonous 
when in water, preventing all pond life 
from thriving. 

In considering this, I realised I could 
have been wrong all along, and that 
what mattered was to find recent, well-
presented, peer-reviewed research 
done by qualified people.

In pursuit of this, I find that sweet 
pittosporum indeed has a substance 
some other native plants don’t like, 
but has no more poison than any other 

tree that absorbs nutrition from soil 
such that nothing else can easily grow 
underneath it.

Instead, I find it is the protective 
shade of its dense, dark green canopy 
that discourages other plants from 
taking seed.

As a tree, it presents a conventional, 
storybook shape of being broader than 
it is tall.

It’s laurel-like leaves are thick, strong 
and glossy, and as it expands with the 
energy of spring, the tips manifest as 
swirls of bright, enthusiastic freshness.

While in bloom, it expresses a 
profusion of creamy, bell-shaped 
flowers that fill the breeze with the 
sweet, heady perfume.

The bees respond, and beckoned by 
curiosity, I lean into the hum of honey 
production and the busyness of the 
bee world in action.

Later in the month I can expect 
clusters of bright orange fruits that 
reveal a sticky red interior with black 
seeds — a food source for birds and 
mammals.

Far from being poisonous, it unfolds 
its benefit to others and proves to be 
as much a part of the bigger picture as 
any other tree.

So here is the interesting part.
Some authorities declared it as not 

noxious in Victoria while others state 
it is a significant environmental weed, 
which returns me to opinions that I’m 
sure most of us have had around all 
things COVID.

I’m guessing we all have opinions 
about who or what is noxious or 
significantly pesky in our society.

But come closer to home.
In asking me to check in, this fine-

looking piece of sweet pittosporum 
garden furniture, makes me consider 

again and again what my own thoughts 
and actions create in the world.

In disapproving of those with 
different ideas, I run the risk of 
categorising them as a toxic pest and 
therefore unbeneficial to society.

In resisting them, I mirror the very 
resistance I disapprove of, thereby 
becoming complicit in the divisiveness 
I don’t want.

This supposedly-toxic tree on my 
home ground presents the challenge 

of our times; to question fully our 
opinions and reactions and to act with 
the utmost integrity, care and skilful 
means regarding our values and the 
society we want to create.
Jennah is captivated by the quiet 
presence of trees and is currently 
training to facilitate Forest 
Therapy. If you have a favourite 
tree you’d like to share, please 
email her  
jennahmrose@outlook.com

remarkable trees
By JENNAH ROSE

Sweet Pittosporum

Photos supplied

Dense canopy
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A spotlight on our early educators

Celebrating early childhood educators

IT IS WELL KNOWN that Early 
Childhood Educators play a vital role 
in providing learning-rich programs 
that support children’s life-long social, 
emotional and learning outcomes.

The locals of Warrandyte, Eltham 
and surrounds feel they have hit the 
jackpot with the calibre of staff at Yarra 
Warra Kinder where there is a strong 
history of having creative, passionate, 
and caring staff.

In fact, this year, two of their staff are 
celebrating some big milestones.

Sue
Sue McIntyre, 3 year old Educator, is 

celebrating her 30 years of service in 
childhood education.

Sue’s time with Yarra Warra started 
when her youngest daughter attended 
Yarra Warra in 1990, and as a parent 
on duty, Sue was so inspired by 
her experiences and the team of 
educators at the time that she became 

an educator herself.
S u e  n o t  o n l y  h a s  a  d e e p 

understanding and knowledge of early 
childhood education, but also forges 
deep relationships with children and 
adults through her empathetic and 
considerate nature.

Aside from being an educator, Sue is 
also a successful artist, and uses her 
gifts to seek out the artist within each 
child she engages with at Yarra Warra.

Her ability to teach shading, colour, 
texture and an awareness of shape and 
content as she works with children is 
a true skill.

Yarra Warra Director Connie Solty 
told the Diary, “Sue is loved by all; the 
children, the staff and families and is 
a true gift for all of us”.

Carla
Carla Tice-Hay, who has a long 

history of education with young 
children, is this year celebrating her 
10-year tenure at Yarra Warra. 

Carla is the leading teacher at the 
Yarra Warra Bush Kinder and is 
passionate about outdoor learning.

Regardless of the weather, Carla 
is seen with the children planting, 
digging, teaching about recycling, 
learning about animals found in the 
bush kinder and cooking in the fire pit; 
with all learning incorporating a strong 
indigenous thread.

Carla, with the help of the children, 
is constantly looking to improve their 
bush kinder and they have built a bee 
hotel, a mini Yarra River project, and 

a rock drawing area.
Carla can often be heard laughing 

with the children as they work and play 
in the authentic learning environment.

Connie said both Sue and Carla give 
so much to the preschool “and are an 
integral part of what is so special about 
Yarra Warra Preschool”.

The staff at Yarra Warra, the families 
past and present, the Committee of 
Management — and of course three 
decades of mighty, mighty kinder 
kids — send their congratulations on 
Sue and Carla’s tenure and thanks for 
their enrichment to the Yarra Warra 
community and learning programs.

EARLIER THIS month, Warrandyte 
Childcare and Pre-school Centre 
families celebrated National Early 
Childhood Educators’ Day. 

E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  E d u c a t o r s’ 
Day  recognises and celebrates the 
work of Australia’s educators in early 
learning  services for their wonderful 
contribution to the wellbeing and 
healthy development of the young 
children in their care.

Gaynor Stanicic, Chairperson of the 
Committee of Management said most 
of the centre’s educators have over 
ten years’ experience and the team at 
Warrandyte Childcare and Pre-school 
are long-term employees.

“Having experienced educators 
provides assurance to myself and 
other parents when leaving our 
children in their care, it feels like 
you are leaving your children with a 
family member. 

It’s easy for us to celebrate our 
educators, as they are very cherished 
and appreciated by the children and 
parents within our community.
I personally love that I am able to 
talk about my child’s development to 
the educators to seek their help and 
input, their responses are pragmatic 
and based on years of experience and 
knowledge. 
It is really supportive and provides 
insight, particularly when you are 
new to parenting.”
Melissa Martinov,  the Centre 

Director at the Warrandyte Childcare 
and Pre-school shares her thoughts on 
celebrating the day. 

“Early Childhood Educators’ Day 
recognises and celebrates the work 
of educators and for their wonderful 
contribution to the wellbeing and 
healthy development of the little ones 
in their care.
It’s a special way to say thank you and 
acknowledge all that they do to ensure 
children are provided with a high 
quality education and care program 
which will assist with the children’s 
future journeys.
The educators at our service are 
warm, compassionate and have 
the children’s best interests at heart 
and truly value the time they spend 
with them — thank you to all of our 
incredible educators at Warrandyte 
Childcare and Pre-school Centre.”

Educators were treated to a hamper 
full of specialty teas, biscuits and 
chocolates kindly prepared by 
Quinton’s IGA. 

T h e  c e n t r e  p r i d e s  i t s e l f  o n 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g 
connections with other businesses 
within the Warrandyte community 
and has a long history with Quinton’s. 

Enhancing relationships within the 
community is also outlined in the 
early childhood Quality Improvement 
Plan (QIP) and as a community co-
operative, an area the service finds 
easy to embrace.

While the current restrictions 
prevented the community gathering 
for a morning tea, children and families 
shared recorded messages to the 
educators through resources provided 
by the Early Childhood Educator Day 
organisation and Tribute. 

Melissa Strangio, Educator and 
Educational Leader at the  Warrandyte 
Childcare and Pre-school says, 
“Educators Day is  about being 
recognised that we are professionals, 
valued for the education and care we 
provide to tomorrow’s leaders.” 

When asked why Melissa is an 

educator and the reason she has been 
an educator for such a long time, she 
said “Children are the future.” 

In her eyes, she is nurturing and 
caring for “the future generation, the 
doctors, nurses, prime ministers.”

The messages from the children 
created laughter and happy tears for 
educators and families. 

Above all the messages showed 
how special the educators are to the 
children, and the amazing inspiration 
and education they share each day.

Sue

Carla

Cait
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Performing arts challenges keep 
students creatively thinking! 

Authentic Learning through Book Week at WPS

By BLAKE O’LEARY
AT WARRANWOOD Primary School, 
Lockdown and home learning has 
not stopped students from shining 
brightly and participating with 
enthusiasm in Performing Arts 
sessions.

Students from Prep to Grade 6 
have been involved in Theatre Sports 
activities online each week, and 
they are presented as “Home Task 
Challenges”.

Performing Arts teacher Jacinta 
O’Leary has provided challenges 
that incorporate creative thinking, 
improvisation, dance, re-enacting, 
and innovative thinking.

“It’s so important to keep the 
students at all levels engaged and 
connected to their creative side.

“That’s why we have created Home 
Task Challenges that brings the 
Performing Arts into their homes.”

Some of  the challenges have 
included:

• turning your bed into a scene from 
a movie,

• re-enacting a favourite movie scene 
in silence,

• creating a big and expressive face 
using your body and objects from 
around the house, and

• moving around the home in an 
unusual and creative way.

The latest Performing Arts task was 
to create a freeze frame photo with 
your family to create a postcard from 
a holiday destination you wish you 
could visit.

Families were encouraged to use 
props and costumes to create the 
scene. 

Here are some examples of the 
students’ submissions, and one thing 
is for sure — at Warranwood Primary, 
“all the world’s a stage”.

ONE OF THE contemporary 
ideas in education is the notion 
of Authentic Learning.

A u t h e n t i c  l e a r n i n g 
opportunities provide students 
with the chance to take part in 
tasks that relate to the real world 
and share their experiences in a 
context outside the four walls of 
the classroom. 

Recently, TILDA, who is a Year 
5 student at Warrandyte Primary 
School took up the authentic 
learning challenge of writing a 
newspaper report on Book Week.  

During this learning experience, 
Tilda was required to use her 

critical thinking and investigative 
skills to develop the article which 
can be read below.  

Book Week has been celebrated by the 
Children’s Book Council of Australia 
since 1945 and over the years it has 
become a very important part of a 
school’s calendar. 
Reading is important, it is known to 
help the brain, creativity and increase 
vocabulary.
 This year Warrandyte Primary 
School had book week in lockdown, 
it happened from Monday 23rd to 
Friday, August 27.
For Book Week, all the teachers put 
together a great website. 
The teachers put up videos on the 
website of someone reading a book and 
next to it a task relating to that text.

There was a variety of books, including 
Possum Magic (Mem Fox), The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar (Eric Carle), Pig 
The Pug (Aaron Blabey), Stuck (Oliver 
Jeffers), Windows (Jeannie Baker), 
Smeds and Smoos (Julia Donaldson), 
Alexander’s Outing (Pamela Allen), 
and The Bus Called Heaven (Bob 
Graham). 
On Thursday there was an online book 
parade and the whole school watched 
Horton Hears a Who.
Nieta, the Principal of WPS said: 
“As an education leader I can’t stress 
enough how important good books 
are to engaging our students in the 
classroom when learning what good 
readers and good writers do.”
Hopefully next year we do not have 
to celebrate Book Week in lockdown.

Sue

Photos supplied

Photos supplied
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Mini galleries inspire 
infinite creativity

WPS Students have talent!

By ELIZA VENOSTA
VISUAL ARTS TEACHER
WARRANDYTE PRIMARY SCHOOL
AT WARRANDYTE Primary School, 
the art room may be temporarily 
in lockdown, but the creativity of 
students continues to shine and 
inspire the community.

As part of the school’s remote 
learning program, students were asked 
to think big but create tiny scaled down 
versions of an Art Gallery.

Some students created these on their 
own and others joined forces with 
siblings to create some mega, mini 
galleries.

Art works on display in the mini 
galleries included a variety of styles 
of art including portraits (pets 
and people), landscapes, still life, 

sculptures and abstract art works.
T h e  w o r k s  w e re  s e t  u p  a n d 

photographed in different settings 
including walls, boxes, dollhouses 
and creatively on household furniture, 
but all made to look like professional 
galleries.

The attention to detail such as mini 
plinths, gallery signs and ornately 
patterned frames was amazing.

There was also an interesting crowd 
of gallery attendees including pet 
rabbits and kittens, Star Wars figures, 
Lego people and other figurines that 
students sourced from their toy boxes.

The galleries might be mini, but 
students at Warrandyte Primary 
School have demonstrated that despite 
lockdown learning, their passion, 
creativity, and ideas are still mighty.

By CLAIRE LAMBERT
T H I S  Y E A R’ S  Ta l e n t  S h o w  a t 
Warrandyte Primary showcased an 
amazing range of acts.

The online format meant that 
almost anything was possible, and 
students certainly made the most of 
the opportunity.

We saw talented students doing 
g y m na s t i c s,  s i n g i n g ,  d a n c i n g , 
trampolining, ball twirling, piano, 
guitar and ukulele playing and more!

Another advantage of being online 
was the continual conversation that 
went on throughout the concert 
— students, families and teachers 
encouraging and congratulating their 
friends and classmates.

“Not only is he a brilliant piano 
player,” commented one child, “he is 
also a great friend”.

The constant stream of emoji 
congratulations, thumbs up and 
handclaps showed just how impressed 
everyone was and how much they 
enjoyed watching the 35+ videos 
submitted.

One new student, who has not 

met her classmates in real life yet, 
submitted a dance video, after 
which Acting Principal Nieta Manser 
introduced her to the community.

The screen was filled with smiling 
faces as everyone waved and welcomed 
the newest WPS member.

Charlie in Grade 5 wrote and 
performed his own song entitled 
Snowbird, the words to the chorus 
explaining his feelings:

“We all remember the days 
When we were free to walk this earth
But those days are gone
So stop living in the past
And start living for today
You can’t live in yesterday”

Jeremy in Grade 6 wrote and sang a 
parody, turning When September Ends, 
by Green Day, into Wake me up when 
the lockdown ends!

This was yet another occasion where 
Acting Principal Nieta Manser was 
bowled over by the positive and 
encouraging response from the school 
community.

“It was so uplifting reading all the 
positive comments from the families 
as they watched the performances — 
it really drew the school community 
back together after a term of being 
separated by lockdown,” she says.

“A great way to finish the term off.”

Triny and LillaCharlie

Photos supplied

Photo supplied
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Happiness is catching 
at Warrandyte Primary

Footy Day fever at ACPS
By CLAIRE LAMBERT
WE ALL KNOW that when someone 
smiles at us it often makes us smile 
back, and with this in mind, parent 
Michelle Chan organised the first ever 
online Warrandyte Primary School 
Happiness Relay!

The idea of the relay was born from 
understanding that despite being 
separated as a result of restrictions, 
WPS needs to find ways to keep 
connecting as a school community.

“I thought it would be wonderful 
to collaborate as a school to produce 
something fun that would bring a smile 
to everyone’s face.

“Being in lockdown on and off during 
the year, children change; it is good 
for them to see each other’s faces,” 
explained Ms Chan.

Starting by filming her own children 
being thrown a toy or ball as a 
demonstration, Michelle reached out 
to parents, inviting them to send in 
their own videos.

The response was amazing with 
families responding quickly to join 
in the fun.

Ms Chan’s idea inspired WPS families 
across the school community to create 
their own short videos.

Ms Chan devoted a great deal of 
time putting the video together, but 
the work was worth it.

Students got creative, thinking of all 
sorts of items to throw and catch, and 
some even showcased their juggling, 
jumps on the trampoline and kicking 
skills!

As the principal presented the video 
at the regular online whole school 
assembly, their smiles across the 
screen as they watched it together was 
a sight for sore eyes. 

Acting Principal, Nieta Manser, says 
the video couldn’t have happened at 
a better time, coming after the third 
announcement of the lockdown 
extension.

“The Happiness Video set out to 
achieve harmony in a time of stress 
and to connect the students.

“It absolutely achieved this goal,” 
she said.

“It was also a great effort by Ms 
Chan as a school parent to take 
on the initiative on behalf of our 
community.”

By AMANDA CALLAWAY
STUDENTS AT Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School (ACPS) were treated 
to an exciting whole school event in 
their last week of term, to celebrate the 
football finals.

ACPS specialist teachers worked 
together to plan a ‘Footy Day’, filled 
with fun activities related to PE, Music, 
Art and Italian.

Children wore their favourite football 
team colours and joined in a variety 
of footy related activities throughout 
the day.

Ms Meredith Thornton (PE teacher), 
Ms Natika Jenes (Music teacher), 
Ms Julie Clarke (Art teacher) and Ms 
Ginevra De Benedetti (Italian teacher), 
produced a video for ACPS students to 
spark interest in the day.

“We had a lot of fun making it and we 
hope the students had a bit of a laugh 
at our antics”, said Ms Thornton.

Acting Assistant Principal, Mr Jake 
Laurie said, “What an awesome 
experience we all had on Tuesday for 
our footy day!” 

The specialist teachers put together 
so many fun activities, and it was great 
to see so many engaging with them 
both online and at school. 

“The teddy biscuit/footy jumper 
making in assembly was a real 
highlight, alongside the various 
challenges and competitions”.

When the Foundation (Prep) 
students were asked what they enjoyed 
most about Footy Day, Rafael said, “I 
dressed up in Essendon colours in the 
morning and Melbourne colours in the 
afternoon.”

Scarlett said, “I liked playing footy 
with Ms Thornton”.

“My top favourite was the assembly 
because I got to eat my gingerbread 
cookie after we decorated it and my 
second favourite was making shaker 
pom poms with Ms Clarke,” said Isla.

“A Prep student shared on WebEx, 
that she had 1/2 vegemite, 1/2 jam on 
her toast for breakfast that morning! 
Now THAT’S a committed Essendon 
supporter. 

“If Essendon is in the Grand Final 
next year, I’m going to have that on my 
toast too!” said Ms Jenes.  

One activity involved students 
b r i n g i n g  a l o n g  h o m e - m a d e 
instruments so that they could play 
along to the footy theme songs. 

Another required students to bring 
along a ball and a washing basket to 
practice football skills.

Ms Jenes said, “We had a lot of 
fun with our footy activities. I was 
extremely impressed that everyone 
gave them a go. 

“ T h o s e  t hat  d i d n ’ t  hav e  t h e 
resources that some other students 
had, displayed great resilience and 
flexibility”.

The day had something for everyone. 
Alice in grade one said, “I enjoyed 

getting to dress up in our favourite 
footy team colours.” 

Chase in Grade 6 said, “The highlight 
for me was that I got to help Ms 
Thornton with the footy clinics.” 

Leo enjoyed practising his goal 

kicking, Phoenix liked listening to all 
of the footy theme songs and Olive 
enjoyed icing cookies in her favourite 
footy team colours.

Ms Thornton summed up the day 
saying, “It was a great day doing fun 
activities live with the students across 
all year levels.”

Footy day brought the whole school 
community together.

It also brought a lightness and feeling 
of celebration after a lot of hard work 
from everyone throughout remote 
learning in Term 3. 

Watch the video here:   
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mWWodYwooEI

Photo supplied

Photos supplied
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Tax tips and traps for rental property owners — Part B

IF YOU OWN A rental property and you 
missed reading my September column 
it would be a good idea to download 
page 28 of the September edition of 
Warrandyte Diary and read Part A of 
this topic before progressing to this 
month’s column.

A key area where the ATO has found 
a high level of poor compliance is 
claiming deductions for repairs and 
maintenance expenditure.

Distinguishing between repairs 
that are Deductible and 

 Not Deductible
Repairs comprise expenditure that 

replaces or renews worn out or broken 
parts of the rental property and its 
fixed contents, and is a result of wear 
and tear from renting out the property.

Examples include replacing broken 
windows, repairing fixed appliances 
and painting the property.

These repairs must be incurred as a 
consequence of renting the property 
in order to be deductible.

A common trap is to claim these 
repairs in the year the property is 
acquired and before letting out the 
property.

In this case, the repairs are not 
deductible but instead should be 
added to the property’s cost base 
where they will be taken into account 
in calculating the capital gain or loss 
upon sale of the property.

It is important to distinguish between 
repairs and improvements as the latter 
are not deductible.

Improvements fundamentally 
change the property that previously 
existed rather than returning the 
property to its original condition and 
include major expenditure such as 
adding a deck or additional rooms to 

the property, or upgrading aspects of 
the property such as refurbishing the 
kitchen or bathrooms.

These costs are deemed to be of a 
capital nature and are added to the 
property’s cost base.

Often owners forget to retain records 
of expenditure that is not deductible 
as repairs, so a good tip is to ensure 
you have a file for all expenditure that 
forms part of the property’s cost base 
— which will be needed to include in 
the calculation of the capital gain or 
loss when the property is sold.
Claiming depreciation on contents

Depreciable contents fall into four 
categories.

Contents that rental property owners 
have purchased subsequent to the date 
of purchase of the property.

This deduction has always been 
available and is included in the 
deductions claimed in the rental 
property schedule in your tax return.

Contents that were included in the 
purchase price of rental properties 
purchased prior to May 9, 2017 were 
also able to be depreciated over 
their remaining depreciable life and 
continue to do so.

Rental property owners who have 
purchased second hand residential 
properties after May 9 2017 can 
no longer claim depreciation on 
existing contents as they are deemed 
to form part of the purchase price of 
the property and can no longer be 
depreciated as severable assets.

They will of course be reflected in the 
cost base of the property for capital 
gains tax purposes.

I f  y o u  h av e  p u r c h a s e d  n e w 
residential rental property after May 
9, 2017 depreciable contents will not 
be second hand and depreciation will 
be claimable at the appropriate rates 
under Division 40 of the Tax Act.
Claiming the building construction 

cost deduction
This Div. 43 deduction writes off at 

2.5 per cent, per annum for 40 years 
of the construction cost (including 
subsequent capital improvements) 
but not the purchase price of the rental 
property building.

Examples of expenditure that can be 
claimed include:
• preliminary expenses such as 

architects’ and engineers’ fees;
• the cost of foundation excavations;
• payments to tradesmen for the 

building construction labour and 
materials;

• payments for the construction 
of retaining walls, fences and in 
ground swimming pools.
Examples of expenditure that cannot 

be claimed include:
• the cost of land upon which the 

rental property is built;
• expenditure on clearing the land 

prior to construction;
• expenditure on landscaping.

Trap: This Div. 43 deduction is 
sometimes overlooked as previous 
property owners may not have this 
information available to pass on to 
new purchasers, and most certainly 

would not have this information if the 
property had not previously been a 
rental property.

Tip: If you have a residential rental 
property and you have not engaged a 
Tax Depreciation Quantity Surveyor 
such as BMT or Washington Brown to 
prepare a depreciation report for your 
property, you could be missing out on 
thousands of dollars of deductions 
that you are rightfully entitled to and 
remember, their fee which is usually 
less than $1,000 is also tax deductible.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice and should 
not be used as such. If you have 
any questions you should consult a 
registered tax agent.
Brian Spurrell  B Arts, B Com, 
FCPA, CTA, Registered Tax Agent. 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113  
0412 011 946
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance

Jeff is on the money
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
WARRANDYTE Sporting Group 
Treasurer Jeff Evans has received a 
Recognition of Service award from 
the EFNL.

Jeff Evans has been recognised 
for the mountain of work he has 
contributed for over 40 years to 
the Warrandyte Football Cub and 
associated sporting groups.

Current WFC President Owen 
Humphris says he is very pleased 
Jeff ’s efforts have been officially 
recognised, and that he has received 
this award.

“He’s done it all, from President, 
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  T r e a s u r e r, 
committee member, sponsor for 
decades, footy player, tech guru, 
bar person, he is a life member of 
the club, and also, he is not a bad 
bloke,” Owen said

Jeff joined the club committee in 
the early 1980s and remained a part 
of the committee until 1988 when he 
stepped away from the officialdom. 

He  c o u l d n ’ t  s t ay  aw ay  f o r 
long however, returning to the 
boardroom in 1996, filling the role 
of club Treasurer.

He performed this task for just one 
year, stepping into the Presidency 
the following season, a job he 
undertook from 1997 to 2001, before 
stepping back to become another 
active member of Warrandyte’s 
committee/match day volunteers, 
until 2016 when he returned to the 
role of club Treasurer, a title he still 
holds. 

Jeff ’s passion for not only the 
Warrandyte Football Club, but the 
Warrandyte community as a whole, 
makes him a more than worthy 
recipient of this Recognition of 
Service Award. 
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WARRANDYTE MOUNTAIN 
B i k e  C l u b  ( M T B 3 1 1 3 ) 
members JOZICA KUTIN, 
N A T A L I E  PA P E Z  a n d 
KARINA VITIRITTI continue 
to the compile the best of 
Warrandyte MTB3113 trail 
r ides in and around the 
Warrandyte area.

This is the eighth ride in the 
series.

These trails,  printed in 
the Warrandyte Diary, will 
eventually be turned into a 
book of local mountain biking 
trails.

Candlebark Park — 
Rainbow Route 27.8km

Total distance: 27.8km
Elevation gain: 398m
Maximum elevation: 113m
Surfaces: Sealed roads, fire roads, bike 
paths, and single tracks.
Rating: Intermediate — the single 
tracks in Candlebark Park are a great 
place to test your MTB skills.
Facilities: At the trailhead you’ll find 
cafés, restaurants, pub, bakery, toilets, 
BBQs and playgrounds.
Enroute you’ll find toilets, picnic 
facilities, Petty’s Orchard Café and 
BBQs. 

This ride takes you from Warrandyte 
to the start of the Main Yarra Trail, and 

into Candlebark Park, then back again 
to Warrandyte. 

The start of the ride is at the Whipstick 
Gully Gospel Chapel carpark (the 
MTB3113 Trailhead).

0km: Map Point 1— MTB3113 
trailhead

Head out west, away from the shops, 
past the Warrandyte Dairy, along the 
river and cross the wooden bridge 
over Andersons Creek into Taroona 
Reserve.

Ride through the carpark, veering 
right onto the bitumen Everard Drive.

It’s a gentle climb with the Yarra 
River on its way to the city on your 
right.

At  1.7km you’l l  come to the 
intersection with Warrandyte State 
Park — Pound Bend and Pound Road.

Here it’s a left hook turn onto Pound 
Road — gently rolling down with the 
steep hill ahead of you — but we’re 
avoiding that by taking the first right 
(this is Hutchinson Avenue — there’s 
no sign).

K e e p  c l i m b i n g  a n d  a t  t h e 
T-intersection with Naughton Avenue 
turn left, then right onto Pound Road.

Take Pound Road all the way to 
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road where 
you’ll see the bike path on your right 
— hop on.

3.1km: Map Point 2 
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road  

bike path
Zoom on down the bike path all the 

way to Warrandyte High School.
Don’t cross at the lights but stick to 

the same side of the road/path, cross 

Alexander Road and ahead you’ll see a 
gravel service lane – make your way to 
that track avoiding the shoulder of the 
busy road (you’ll see a gravel covered 
pipe that you can cross over).

The gravel road then turns into a 
grassy slope along the house fence 
lines.

Take the high single track along the 
fence line, riding under the powerlines, 
to Beasley’s Nursery carpark (fun steep 
drop to roll down at the end).

5km: Map Point 3 
Beasley’s Nursery and Tea House
Here you’ll find coffee, toilets, 

a garden centre, playground and 
carpark.

Meander through the carpark and 
the link to the Main Yarra Trail is 
behind the playground.

Once you hit gravel, you’re officially 
on the Main Yarra Trail.

6.9km: Map Point 4 
Dogs on Leash and Ridgeline 

segment
After riding past the houses on your 

left you’ll approach a fence line with a 
very clear “Dogs on Leash” sign, scoot 
up the singletrack on your left – and 
escape the crowds on the Main Yarra 
Trail — this is known as the Ridgeline 
segment.

Follow the track keeping left and up, 
until you drop back down on to the 
Main Yarra Trail (7.7km now) watching 
out for walkers and riders on the trail.

At 7.9km you can turn left to Petty’s 
Orchard for coffee, toilets, pastries and 
organic fruit and vegetables (you’ll be 
coming past here again).

9.1km: Map Point 5 (Red) 
Entry to Hans Loop –  

Candlebark Climb
Continue to follow the Main Yarra 

Trail,  passing the orchards and 
crossing a small concrete bridge. You 
will soon reach a fork on the trail, turn 
left and head uphill, up the wide fire 
trail — this is the Candlebark Climb 
segment.

At the top of the short climb take the 
first single track on your right — known 
as Drop the Hammer.

Traverse along the lower section of 
Candlebark parallel to the Main Yarra 
Trail rounding up to the segment 
known as “Dickenballs” then brace 
yourself for the tight switchbacks 
(Hans Climb) then keep left after the 
final switchback.

You’ll find yourself at a fire road.
10.9km: Map Point 6 (Orange) 

Fire road – Hans Climb
Turn right onto the fire road, then 

right again onto the first single track.
You’ll end up winding your way 

through the trees, (Tree Switch) at 
the fork, go right, looping around, but 
don’t worry if you miss it (at 11.6km).

You will eventually pop out again on 
the fire access trail, there is a lone fence 
post (12km) with two cable tensioners 
hanging off it.

12km: Map Point 7 (Yellow) 
Lone Fence Post with Tensioners
Take the single track downhill — 

right, wind your way up and down and 
around and around until you get to the 
fire road where you’ll see a fence, blue 
pump-thingy, and fire hydrant.

12.5km: Map Point 8 (Green) 
Fire road – Fence, blue pump, fire 

hydrant
At this intersection with the fire road 

take the single track straight ahead 
— you are now on your way to the 
dentist…wind your way up and down, 
switching left and right and at about 
12.7km there’s a fork in the tracks 
(we’ll end up back here later), go left 
heading down where you’ll drop down 
to cross a small spillway from the dam 
(12.8km), climb straight up until you 
get to an open flat area.

12.9km: Map Point 9 (Light blue) 
Hans Loop – The Dentist 

Interchange
You’ll be back at this section after 

visiting The Dentist — so have a look 
around and note the single track going 
up the hill, for now, we’re heading 
to The Dentist so hug the track right 
and head downhill — now we’re 
heading towards another dam (Up 
the Backside).

Pass through another fence line and 
now the fun begins.

The Dentist is a nice bit of downhill 
flowy track (keep an eye out for the 
re-homed Apple Peel freeway art, 
kangaroos and riders riding up (why?) 
The Dentist.

15.2km: Map Point 10 (Dark blue) 
End of The Dentist –  

Fenceline Climb
Like all visits to the dentist there was 

no pain and it ends on a high (and also 
in this case at some old farm fencing).

If you need to go to the toilet (or the 
Main Yarra Trail), this is your chance to 
pop out to Westerfolds Park, otherwise 
we’re continuing our exploration of 
Candlebark.

Yup, we’re climbing back up from 
whence we came, to the Hans Loop 
interchange — map point 9.

Climb up along the fence line and 
basically keep to the right, especially 
at about 15.7km (the dam is on your 
right), keep right to head down to that 
dam overflow crossing again, heading 
back up to the interchange again.

15.9km: Map Point 9 return 
(Purple) 

Hans Loop – The Dentist 
Interchange

If you’re feeling all cock-a-hoop you 
could do The Dentist again — go back 
to clean and polish your technique 
— but for now it’s time to floss your 
way up, up, up some tight twisty bits 
(Switched Up) — and we’re going to 
finish Hans Loop.

16.3km: Map Point 11 (Purple) 
Fire road – Pine Trees

After that climb through those 
switchbacks (or switchups) you’ll pop 
out at a farm fence line — this time an 
actual farm — lined with enormous 
pine trees of the radiata kind.

Follow the fire road downhill toward 
the little dam ahead (Dam Drop) but 
before the berm and dam, do a hairpin 
turn left then down to another fire road 
(16.7km), you’ll see two yellow posts 
on your right.

Go right — back up through the trees 
— coming out of the native forest back 
to the row of pine trees, following the 
single track as it veers left and you’ll 
come to the gravel fire road.

17km: Map Point 12 (Purple) 
Fire road – powerlines — The 

Electrician
Cross the gravel fire road, and 

then go hard right (straight ahead is 
The Electrician – but we’ll skip that 
segment for now) and continue until 
you hit that gravel fire road again.

Turn left and stay on it for about 
20 metres then hit the red dirt single 
track on your right where you’ll end 
up in the Rock Garden where it’s a bit 
techy — downhill at first then some 
tight rocky uphill switchbacks finally 
flattening out, where the track takes 
you either down (Granny’s Demise) or 
across — we’re going across.

17.7km: Map Point 13 (Purple) 
Granny’s Demise

At this point if you look up the tree 
trunk, you’ll see a sign Granny’s 
Demise and a red H indicating Hans 
— first sign we’ve seen the whole route.

Going down left is the shortcut 
— but this isn’t an IKEA showroom 
— we’re seeing everything, so head 
off straight across to a new section 
of tracks, eventually you’ll find your 
way, curving down left riding along a 
narrow dam wall, passing the bottom 
end of Granny’s Demise, through the 
Snake Pit and toward the Candlebark 
Climb where this all started.

18.6km: Map Point 5 (return) 
Entry to Hans Loop – Candlebark 

Climb
By the time you get here, you might 

be a bit dizzy, so at the Main Yarra Trail 
here you’re going right.

You could continue exploring the 
tracks, or just head back for coffee 
(Petty’s Orchard is now at 19.7km 
mark). 

At 20km pop back up along the 
Ridgeline for some more single track.

20.7km: Map Point 4 (return) 
Dogs on Leash and Ridgeline 

Segment
You’ll join the Main Yarra Trail again 

at the end of the Ridgeline segment 
(you’ll come flying down so be wary 
of traffic on the MYT).

Courteously ride along the bike path 
approaching Beasley Nursery, but once 
you are on that network of footbridges 
at the junction take the footbridge 
right, along the baseball field, ending 
up at Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road 
(you’re avoiding Beasley’s carpark).

22.7km: Map Point 13 
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road – 

Baseball Field
Cross the road here — there’s a 

refuge island — and head left along the 
path along the road (if you went right 
you’d be on the Mullum Mullum Trail 
following our Blue Route).

Ride past the caravan park and up 
the steps — you’ll have to carry your 
bike up here unless you’re an awesome 
MTB stair climber.

Follow the single track high up on 
the ridge heading toward home and 
avoiding the traffic on Warrandyte-
Heidelberg Road.

Cross the road at the pedestrian 
crossing at Warrandyte High School 
and take the bike path all the way to 
Pound Road.

24.7km: Map Point 2 (return) 
Pound Road

Take Pound Road left off the bike 
path, and now just zooooom on down 
and get some bitumen-based speed 
(just don’t end up in the Pound Bend 
tunnel).

At the end of Pound Road turn right 
onto Everard Drive.

Just before the Taroona Reserve 
carpark you’ll see a nice drop down 
to the dirt track (thereby avoiding the 
busy carpark) and cross the brown 
wooden bridge riding along the Yarra 
River Reserve shared, yes shared, path.

Stay high on the path, passing the old 
Dairy back to the MTB3113 trailhead.

27.8km: Map Point 1 (return) 
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark — MTB3113 Trailhead

See that wasn’t so bad, you’ll never 
complain about going to the dentist 
again.

Warrandyte trail explorer
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Overcoming all obstacles to keep race fit

Junior Bloods represent in YJFL development program

By ED MUNKS
LOCAL HURDLER Nicole Reynolds 
has continued training through winter 
and within COVID restrictions in 
readiness for the eventual opening of 
the athletics season.

Nicole’s pre-season has seen a strong 
focus on both endurance and strength 
training.

As the season is fast approaching, 
Nicole has begun to incorporate more 
speed work to get her body used to 
running at race pace and preparing 
her body as well as she can for the 
upcoming season.

Training usually consists of home 
gym sessions 2–3 times per week 
(which includes weights, core and 
plyometrics), conditioning session 
(endurance/long runs), speed session 
(short sharp sprints) as well as exercise 
bike when the weather turns poor.

The greatest difficulty with training 
throughout COVID is the lack of social 
interaction.

Being part of a large training squad 
(PBsSquad), Nicole is used to being 
with her training squad 3–4 times per 
week.

The change to solo training has 
proved quite difficult.

To overcome this, the training squad 
participate in weekly Zoom sessions 
where they do core/plyometrics as a 
group.

Another difficulty was training 
outside when the weather is poor.

During these times training sessions 
were adapted to use the exercise bikes, 
allowing her to stay away from the poor 
weather and muddy ovals.

Oval availability was also a great 
difficulty — having to share with 
golfers, kangaroos, and dogs — and 
hoping not to get hit in the head with 
a golf ball or chased by a large dog.

Unfortunately, during the lockdown 
period Nicole was exposed to a Tier 
1 COVID site — which required the 
entire Reynolds family to quarantine 

for 14 days.
This meant that all training sessions 

were needed to be completed on 
the Reynolds property, which was 
okay for the gym and sprint sessions, 
but in terms of endurance sessions, 
these needed to be completed on the 
treadmill.

“This period of quarantine allowed 
me to really focus on my training and 
prepare for the upcoming season,” 
Nicole said.

The Tom Kelly Athletics Track in 
Doncaster has seen the carpark and 
pavilion facilities upgraded and the 
track itself will be refurbished towards 
the end of the year.

The Doncaster Athletics Club 
warmly welcomes athletes of all 
abilities and any age 12 and above.
For any queries please contact club 
president Campbell McLennan 
on 0414 533 677 and for East 
Doncaster Little Athletics contact 
Lisa Williams on 0408 140 461.

EVERY YEAR, the Yarra Junior Football 
League (YJFL) gives promising juniors 
a chance to hone their skills in a two-
month development program.

The program involves training with 
peers from other clubs in the league 
and then they play a couple of games 
at the end of the program.

This is a fantastic opportunity for 
our Warrandyte Bloods Juniors to help 
develop their skills and to play with 
kids from other clubs.

Congratulations to the Warrandyte 
Bloods Juniors who participated in 
the 2021 YJFL development program.

Pictured:
Eden Ferguson, Emily Paxton, 
Toby Potter, Zac McGown,  
Jacob Habel, Niels Withoff,  
Hayley Papez, Jamie Guymer, 
Zara Vitiritti, Farrah Haslam,  
and Eve Kleynjan  
(Absent – Zara Mendelsohn)

Warrandyte’s Petracca takes Norm Smith
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
IN NOVEMBER 2015, the Diary 
i n t e r v i e w e d  a  1 9 - y e a r - o l d 
Warrandytian named Christian 
Petracca about the struggle of 
recovering from a long-term injury 
before being able to don the red and 
blue for the first time.

At the time, bullish about his chances 
of playing Round 1 2016, the No.2 draft 
pick insisted that the mental struggle 
was more difficult than the physical 
one and that having to wait a whole 
extra year to step onto the field took 
its toll.

Fast forward to September 25, 2021, 
and that same player produced one of 
his greatest performances, and one of 
the greatest Grand Final performances 
of the modern era, to secure the 
Demons their first flag in 57 years.

Debuting in Round 6 2016 against the 
Saints, Petracca would keep his place 
in the side for the rest of the season 
and earn himself a spot on the AFLPA 
22 Under 22 team of the year.

Petracca would go on to be named 
in the 2018 AFLPA 22 Under 22 team, a 
year which saw the Demons reach the 
Preliminary Finals from 5th.

Between his debut and the Prelim 
final, Petracca missed just one game 
that year, becoming an important part 
of the playing group.

After coming so close in 2018, the 
Demons would struggle in 2019 to 
replicate the kind of football that took 
them deep into September, winning 
just five games and finishing 17th at 
the conclusion of the 2019 season.

The devastating 66-point defeat to 
the Eagles at Optus stadium in the 
preliminary final had clearly done 
damage to the confidence of the 
playing group.

However, Petracca would take out 
the club’s leading goalkicker that year, 
and as 2020 and the pandemic hit, 
Petracca, and the Melbourne football 
club were building to something 
special.

The AFL season of 2020 threw many 
different challenges at players and 
clubs.

The pandemic forced Victorian 
clubs interstate, living in “hubs” with 
the playing group and staff for nearly 
three months.

Away from family and friends, away 
from the home crowds, Melbourne 
started showing glimpses of the kind 
of football that they played in 2018.

For Petracca, the 24-year-old saw 
an increased role in the midfield, and 
had a breakout season, averaging 23.5 
disposals, 12.7 contested possessions 
(third best in the competition) and 108 
score involvements, winning the Keith 
“Bluey” Truscott Memorial Trophy 
(Melbourne’s Best and Fairest). 

The Demons would miss finals by 
half a game, finishing 9th.

At the start of the 2021 season, many 
pundits had Melbourne making finals 
and an even better season for Petracca.

By Round 5, sitting second on 
the ladder and 5-0, it was clear that 
Melbourne was not only enjoying the 
footy, but playing some of their best 
football.

Facing the reigning premiers in 
Richmond, Petracca amassed 10 
clearances, seven inside 50s and 
38 disposals and three Brownlow 
votes in a 34-point win that stamped 
Melbourne as a genuine flag favourite.

P e t r a c c a’s  c a r e e r- b e s t  f o r m 
continued throughout the season, and 
while Melbourne had a few bumps in 
the road, they would clinch the minor 
premiership for the first time in 57 

years with an after the siren kick by 
Captain Max Gawn. 

Heading into the first week of finals, 
playing Brisbane at the Adelaide 
Oval due to the lockdown, Petracca 
played another key role, racking up 30 
disposals and two goals in a 33-point 
win to put the Dees in a prelim final.

Some would say it was destiny, others 
coincidence, but due to the lockdown, 
the Prelim final was to be played at 
Optus Oval, the site of Melbourne loss 
in the 2018 Prelim.

This time they would be facing 
Geelong, and any doubts about 
the demons of 2018 still haunting 
Me l b o u r n e  w e re  b u r i e d ,  w i t h 
a  bl ister ing star t,  an 83-point 
destruction, and another impressive 
performance from Petracca, with 32 
disposals and eight clearances.

After two weeks of build-up the 
moment arrived.

Demons vs Bulldogs in the 2021 
Grand Final.

The opening five minutes the Dees 
looked on top but had only two 
behinds to show for it. 

Enter Christian Petracca.
Gathering the ball low down under 

pressure and off a step from right on 
the 50, Petracca slotted the first goal 
of the Grand Final.

Ahead by 21 at quarter time, the 
second quarter saw the Dogs get on 
top.

This continued into the 3rd and 
halfway through the quarter, down 
by 19, the Dees needed something 
special.

This was what Petracca and the 
Demons had done all year.

Whether behind or in front it was as if 
a signal went out that said they needed 
to go up a gear.

They wanted — needed — it more.

The next 10 minutes of play saw 
Melbourne pile on seven goals to 
nothing.

However, stats can be misleading.
With just over three minutes to go in 

the Premiership quarter, the margin 
was just six.

Dragging themselves back in the 
contest, it would have been easy for 
the Demons to play slow and see out 
the quarter.

This was not an option. 
Not for Petracca, not for Melbourne.
With an end-to-end last few minutes, 

but no one able to add to the score, 
it was a moment of Petracca magic, a 
dribble goal 15 metres out in the left 
forward pocket, that sparked three 
goals in 30 seconds to end the term, 
and to break the hearts of the Dogs.

From there the Demons ran riot, 
kicking nine goals to one in the final 
term and breaking a 57-year drought.

Petracca finished with a Grand Final 
record equalling 39 disposals, along 
with two goals, nine clearances and 
11 inside 50s to earn himself the Norm 
Smith medal.

Photo supplied

via Instagram

Photo: Karina Vitiritti
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Bloods stand ready to take the crease

Netball players stay in the zone

By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
THE TARGET HAS been set at 80 
per cent double vaccination, the 
scoreboard is ticking over at a solid 
rate as the supply of shots increase, 
whatever happens from here, whenever 
we reach the required rate, Warrandyte 
Cricket Club (WCC) will be ready.

We are a long way from going back to 
sport, and life as we knew it.

But sporting clubs are planning and 
putting in place the necessary work to 
ensure that when we finally return to 
play, it is done correctly.

Speaking to the Diary, Greg Warren 
from the WCC has outlined the plan for 
the club moving forward. 

“Cricket Victoria are in control of 
the return date for all the leagues,” 
said Greg.

While no exact date has been set, 
Greg says the club and Cricket Victoria 
are working towards a return to training 
and competition in November.

Cricket Victoria are aiming for the 
weekend of November 6/7, which is 
earmarked as the first weekend after 
the lockdown ends, assuming the state 
hits its 80 per cent target.

This would be the best-case scenario, 

but Greg says that the association have 
several contingency plans, and the 
club will comply with any additional 
guidelines.

WCC need to work with Manningham 
Council to have a return to play and 
train plan in place, and Greg says, 
with regards to compliance “we are 
advanced as we can be”.

“We have a COVID Plan, and a return 
to play plan.

“And a hospitality plan so we can use 
the clubrooms.

“We have the QR codes which are 
a way of life, we did a lot of this last 
year so this time around it is not as 
challenging.”

With so much out of the control of 
the club, the focus turns to making 
sure those who want to play, can play.

The season, whenever it takes place, 
is shaping as one with a good player 
turnout.

“We are confident, as club player 
registration is going well, at this stage 
interest is as high as it has ever been.” 
Greg said.

Just having numbers is not enough 
for WCC, the goal is to make sure that 
everyone feels included and everyone 

can play, regardless of their situation.
In what has been a tough time socially 

and financially, WCC is committed to 
its players and the community.

“If a player is having trouble with a 
job, struggling to pay fees, and they 
want to play cricket, our first priority 
is to get them playing cricket, the fees 
come second.

“That’s our investment, the players 
and the community”.

The biggest struggle this season will 
be ground space.

With eight senior teams as well as 
juniors, womens, and veterans, plus a 
general increase in playing numbers 
across the competition, having enough 
grounds to play on will loom as the 
main 2022 challenge.

It will be important that any ground 
available is in top condition, and at 
Warrandyte Reserve, that process is 
well underway.

The cricket wickets are uncovered 
and new run-ups with hybrid grass / 
synthetic are being installed on both 
the centre wicket and training nets.

Then later in the month a new wicket 
cover will go on the centre pitch; all in 
readiness for the season ahead.

By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
NETBALL PLAYERS are used to being 
restricted to certain zones.

But by mid-November, hopefully the 
only zones off limits will be the ones 
painted on the court.

For sisters Erin and Aisling from the 
Warrandyte Netball Club, the break 
from netball has been tough, but they 
are trying to make the most of it.

“It has been hard being in lockdown, 
but getting outside and exercising is 
very important.

“I want to make sure I stay fit and 

don’t lose too many of my netball 
skills,” Erin said

Both Erin and Aisling have been 
working hard at home to keep their 
skills current by training together 
and joining online skills and fitness 
sessions with Nardelli Coaching.

They have also been taking advantage 
of the new surface and goals at the 
Warrandyte netball courts to practice 
shooting.

“I miss school and netball and all my 
friends, but I’ve been trying to keep fit 
while we are locked down.

It makes me feel better and means I 
will be ready to play as soon as we are 
allowed,” said Aisling.

The exact nature of competition has 
yet to be determined, with Netball 
Victoria waiting on Government 
announcements around return to play 
for community sport.

Netball Victoria have encouraged 
all players to get vaccinated, as they 
say it is clear that a return to sport will 
depend on those able to play being 
vaccinated.

Growing opportunities for women’s and girls’ cricket
By SUSAN FOREMAN
WOMEN’S CRICKET is growing 
in popularity across Australia and 
the world, and Warrandyte is no 
different.

Girls’  Coordinator,  Michelle 
Heffernan said Warrandyte Cricket 
Club is excited to be welcoming two 
Junior Girls’ teams to the club this 
season.

“After last year’s team success, the 
girls are looking forward to getting 
back out onto the field.

“With more girls interested in 
playing we can provide more 
opportunities fielding both stage one 
and stage two teams for the season,” 
Michelle said.

Girls aged 7–17 will have the 
opportunity to play and beginners 
are welcome.

Junior Girls play for free for 
their first year, so it is a great 
w ay  t o  t r y  o u t  a  n e w  s p o r t .

WCC Women’s Social team are also 
looking forward to getting back on 
the ground and will be fielding a team 
in the brand new Inner East Social 
Women’s competition.

This T20 competition is played 
every second Sunday and, with 
eight teams registered, is becoming 
increasingly popular. 

Sharon Lyons from Cricket Victoria 
said they are looking keenly at 
Victoria’s roadmap to see when play 
can begin.

“It is looking like being a great 
competition, we are very excited,” 
she told the Diary.

Michelle said it is a “fantastic way 
to have a hit and have some fun on 
a Sunday”.

It is free to join, thanks to Eastern 
Cricket Association and Box Hill 
Reporter League.

“We are always looking for new 
players in the girls’ and women’s 
teams and look forward to welcoming 
you to the Warrandyte Cricket Club,” 
said Michelle.

For more details or to get in touch 
head to www.warrandytecc.com or 
email mheffernan1975@gmail.com

Photo supplied

Erin and Aisling

Girls’ cricket team 2020/21

Photos: GREG WARREN
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