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A fresh perspective
As we embark on a new chapter in the way we live in 2021, and beyond, it is time to take on a fresh perspective 
in this topsy-turvy world in which we live. We at WD Bulletin think this photo of a Scrubwren is not only a fun 
photo, but the epitome of how we are all feeling at the moment. Read our 20th issue of WD Bulletin to find out 
what is happening in our corner of Melbourne, as well as celebrate the success of our young musicians, and 
new beginnings for a beloved café owner.

Photo: PETER KRUSCHE
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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. It guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial 
status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias 
towards the people, environment and character of the place it serves. 
The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Research, Eltham, 
Donvale, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin are made by the community, for 
the community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, 
community groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make 
Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production 
costs and associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in 
the main publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.

DISCLAIMER

This project received grant funding from the Australian Government, 
through the Australian Communications and Media Authority, under 
the Regional and Small Publishers Innovation Fund.

Warrandyte Diary is a member publication 
of Community Newspaper Association of 
Victoria (CNAV). CNAV is the peak body 
for community, not-for-profit newspapers 
in Victoria.
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• And more...
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Get the WD Bulletin straight to 

your inbox

warrandytediary.com.au 
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safety first
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• FREE Quotes
• Consulting Arborist

From
$100

bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au3© Warrandyte Diary 2021

Lockdown has ended
BY SANDI MILLER
VICTORIA has hit its 70 per cent double dose vaccination 
target in the Roadmap nearly a week early which, as of 
Friday, October 22, sees Victorians — but specifically 
Melburnians — enjoying some-long missed freedoms.
But we are a long way from the end of the Coronavirus 
pandemic and our new “freedoms” under Phase B of the 
National Plan still impose limits on some activities and 
events and favour the double vaccinated.
With more than 3.5 million Victorians now fully vaccinated 
and having taken the necessary steps to protect themselves, 
their family, their friends and the entire community, 
Victoria is heading towards being one of the most 
vaccinated jurisdictions in the world.
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews said he was proud of 
the work Victorians have done in stepping up and getting 
vaccinated.
“Victorians have sacrificed so much to protect their families, 
friends and the whole community from coronavirus — and 
have saved countless lives because of it.”
Within the State, both Nillumbik and Manningham are 
tracking well, Nillumbik has passed 90 per cent double 
dosed and 78 per cent single dose of the eligible, 15+ 
population, whereas Manningham has passed 92 per cent 
double dosed and 72 per cent single dosed.
The eased restrictions mean there is no more curfew in 
metropolitan Melbourne and the five reasons to leave 
home no longer apply, but travel to regional Victoria is still 
off the table at this time.
Under Phase B, up to 10 people (including dependents) per 
day can visit your home, and while retail will not reopen 
until the next step in the roadmap, hair and beauty salons 
are able to reopen for five fully-vaccinated patrons.
The return to school plan has also been brought forward 
in line with the rest of these settings, with the start of the 
staggered return of Grade 3 to Year 11 in metro Melbourne.
Religious gatherings, weddings and funerals are able to 
take place with up to 50 people outdoors and 20 people 
indoors, subject to density limits, and only if all attendees 

are fully vaccinated.
Or, if vaccination status is unknown, 10 people are permitted 
indoors for funerals, weddings and religious gatherings.
Most outdoor settings — outdoor cafés, cinemas, and 
physical recreation facilities like pools — can now open 
with up to 50 people per venue but are subject to density 
limits and only for those fully vaccinated.
Indoor settings like pubs, restaurants and cafés can now 
open with up to 20 people indoors with density limits, 
and only if all attendees — including workers — are fully 
vaccinated.
This is a higher cap than planned in the initial Roadmap 
and the change has been made after discussions between 
the sector and the public health team.
Large scale construction sites have returned to 100 per cent 
capacity, but only if all workers are fully vaccinated.
Masks are still required both indoors and outdoors.
The Premier said in terms of Halloween, he would expect a 
click-and-collect arrangement, encouraging trick or treaters 
not to enter properties and knock on doors, but for treats 
to be distributed from the driveway.
Changes to events and other arrangements over summer 
will be announced over the coming weeks, which would 
include events such as Warrandyte Festival, the Pottery 
Expo and local theatre productions at the Mechanics Hall.



For testing locations,  
visit CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

RUNNY NOSE  
OR COVID?

The only way to be sure is with a test 
at the first sign of any symptom. 
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Macedon traders unsatisfied
BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS 
MACEDON Square’s proposed streetscape upgrade has 
been in the works for over a year, with traders fighting to 
keep the centre functional and safe.
In August 2020, Manningham Council released two concept 
designs aiming to upgrade Macedon Square, one with an 
open space plan (Option B) and one without (Option A).
Traders and community members identified several sore 
points in the proposed plans, leading Council to prolong 
consultation and work alongside community members to 
address these issues.
Four key areas were identified for improvement: parking, 
safety, accessibility, and other design features.
“Consulting with the community is a top priority for 
Council,” Director City Planning and Community, Angelo 
Kourambas, told WD Bulletin.
Officers created a revised plan based on this feedback, 
which was endorsed by Council in its September 28 
Ordinary Council Meeting.
However, traders in the centre are still left unsatisfied.
Gary Cyganek, owner of Egons Bakery and representing the 
Macedon Square traders, spoke with WD Bulletin about the 
points of contention in the revised plan.
“All they’ve done is revise the plan we’ve rejected.
“We feel safety has been compromised,” he said.
Although the revised concept design increases road widths 
along Macedon Road (5.6 metres) compared to prior plans, 
traders are unsettled by any narrowing of the road at all.
Council will also install a 0.6m wide central traffic median 
to limit east/west car movements along Macedon Road.
Traders are apprehensive about the prospective narrowing 
of the road, due to fears of potential safety hazards, 
increased collisions, and congestion.

“I think it’s still very dangerous on the road, which is our 
number one priority.
“By narrowing the road you’re putting people closer to 
moving vehicles when they’re loading and unloading their 
car.
“We know the feedback from our customers — they don’t 
like the congestion [in the centre] and this is going to make 
it worse.”
Mr Cyganek goes on to say the traders are not convinced the 
restructuring of the road will create any benefit to Macedon 
Square patrons and traders alike.
“We’re going to call for an independent TAC report because 
we feel we need to be shown that this will be best practice, 
because we just can’t see it.
“We feel this is not functional nor is it safe,” Mr Cyganek 
says.
In the September 2021 engagement report, Council re-
surveyed the community, prompting individuals to choose 
between Option A, Option B or Option C.
19 per cent  voted for Option A (without open space), 56 
per cent voted for Option B (with open space) and 24 per 
cent voted for Option C (neither). 
With majority community support for an open space 
concept, Council is now preparing to progress with the 
detail design phase of the project, with construction 
expected to commence in early 2023.
Mr Kourambas said Council will continue to engage with 
the community on the Macedon Square project.
“Council will continue to engage with traders during the 
detail design stage of the project in early 2022.
“This may include further investigation of other suggestions 
such as locations for new trolley bays, electric vehicle 
charging stations, car share spaces and smart waste bins,” 
says Mr Kourambas.

Artists’ impression of Option B, supplied



AstraZeneca 
and Pfizer 

vaccinations
available

� Book online www.warrandytemc.com.au

� 2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Phone � 8844 0188

We have 
expanded
our hours!

Bulk Billing GPs

Monday to Friday
7am to 9pm

Saturday and Sunday
8am to 6pm

Now Open

walk in patients welcome

Dr Rainbow Fung Dr Marice Villasenor

Dr Victor LauDr Gareth Cooze
Dr Atiya Khalid
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A new chapter for Zul and Café Z
BY JR GIAMMARIO
CAFÉ Z, HAS BEEN an important part of the Research and 
broader Nillumbik community for more than 20 years.
Owner Zulal “Zul” Rogers opened the café in June 8, 2001, 
converting it from the Nillumbik Country Café to Café Z 
with the aim of introducing the community to Turkish 
culinary culture.
But after two decades of introducing Research and the 
surrounding community to Köfte, Döner, Baklava, and 
Kahvalti, and being a general all-round community 
superstar, Zul has hung up her apron and handed the café 
over to new owners in late-September.
To mark this new chapter in her life, WD Bulletin spoke with 
Zul about the last 20 years.
Prior to owning Café Z, Zul ran a catering business from 
home, selling food at the Eltham Market and teaching 
Turkish cooking classes at the local Living and Learning 
Centre.
The balance between raising young children and running a 
small business from home was stressful, not being able to 
“call home, home” is one of the reasons why Zul decided 
to open Café Z.
“Everyone dreams of owning a café, but I had to work my 
butt off.”
The first five years were tough, and she initially struggled to 
attract customers to come and try Turkish cuisine.
“Research was a very anglo area and I was introducing 
Middle Eastern Turkish cuisine, so I had to find the right 
balance to keep the customers happy”.
Zul found that her food was “accepted, and not accepted” 
with people making comments belittling the type of food 
she was making, such as falafel.
But, over time, the community discovered the delight of 
Turkish cuisine, and she watched her business grow.
It is nearly impossible to chart the journey of a business, 
especially a café, without mentioning the current pandemic.
Like many, government restrictions meant Zul needed to 
pivot to keep Café Z afloat. 
She did this by providing freshly cooked, packed foods, take 
away coffee, and a bright, positive attitude to everyone who 
came to her front door.
The community response was a true testament to how Zul 
has made an impact within the community, with regulars 
not only showing their support with their wallet.
“The number of bunches of flowers and cards we got from 
people saying thank you for getting us through COVID was 
just beautiful, touching and humbling.
“We were fortunate, very fortunate and lucky.”
Doing anything for 20 years is a long time, so WD Bulletin 
asked Zul what her favourite part was of owning a café.
“Meeting beautiful people and customers who have 
become friends”.
Over time, Zul has developed a two-way relationship with 
her customers, from an “outpour of love and support for the 
café and staff”, to customers bringing in fresh, home-grown 
lemons for her desserts.
Looking forward, Café Z continues under the stewardship 
of new owners Rosa and Paul, adding their own take on 

what regulars of Café Z have become accustomed to, and 
the new owners have her blessing.
As for Zul, she continues to provide Turkish cuisine and 
cooking classes under the banner of Hart & Sole Catering 
and is also looking forward to going back to school in 2022, 
with the aim to become a teacher and is looking forward to 
a change of pace from the stresses of running a café.
Zul would like to the thank the community of Nillumbik for 
the kindness and generosity over the years.
“It’s been a beautiful humbling experience and I’m glad 
they liked what I did, thank you, thank you, thank you”.
Zul would also like to thank her four children, Jess, Dylan, 
Will and Hamish for their love and support over the years. 
We wish Zul and her family all the best for their future 
endeavours.

Karolina Larbey

Lakeside

Artscape

Image supplied
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MAYORAL REPORT

CR ANDREW CONLON
WI TH MAYOR AL ele ct ions 
h a p p e n i n g  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f 
November, this will be my last 
message as Mayor.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow 
Councillors and the Manningham community for your 
support over the past year.
It’s been a challenging year and I’m proud of the way we 
have faced challenges head on and pulled together as a 
community.
On that note, it’s been amazing to see our vaccination 
numbers increasing in Manningham and I’m sure you’re all 
looking forward to everything opening up as much as I am.
While we finally start to look to life looking a little more 
normal, if you haven’t already had both doses of your 
vaccine I encourage you to do so as soon as possible.
As you begin to make plans with family and friends for 
the next year, you can now request your copy of our 2022 
Community Calendar.
Calendars are free for all Manningham residents and will 
be mailed out in early December.
To request your copy, call us on 9840 9333, or visit 
manningham.vic.gov.au/calendar 

I urge you to also take this time to make sure you are 
prepared for an emergency over summer.
This year has thrown us extra challenges in the way of severe 
storms and an earthquake on top of the pandemic and it’s 
a timely reminder that being prepared can help us make 
sure ourselves, our families and our properties are as well 
protected as we can make them.
Find out more about how you can prepare for an emergency 
at manningham.vic.gov.au/prepare-for-an-emergency
We have been busy advocating to state and federal politicians 
to increase the funding coming into Manningham especially 
for road safety.
Recently, we have focused on the five-ways intersection 
and Jumping Creek Road in Warrandyte, and Springvale 
Road, between Mitcham and Reynolds Roads in Donvale.
We’re excited to be working on the upgrade of Jumping 
Creek Road.
The concept plans for this upgrade are now complete, with 
the detailed design process to be undertaken in late 2021 
and works commencing in late 2022.
Visit yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/jumping-creek-
road-upgrade for more information.
The Intersection adjacent to 482 Ringwood-Warrandyte 
Road, locally known as “five-ways” is a State controlled 
arterial road managed by the Department of Transport 
(DoT, formerly VicRoads).
We join you in your concern about the ongoing risks 
associated with the intersection and are continuing to 
advocate to have this fixed.
To do this, we are collecting evidence of prior collisions, 
near-misses and safety issues that we can present to DoT.
I know that many of you have tried to have this situation 
improved for years and thank you for your ongoing 
commitment.
Visit yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/5-ways and  help 
us by sharing details of your experiences of using the 
intersection, including any accidents or near misses that 
you have witnessed.
It has been a pleasure to serve as Mayor of Manningham 
over the past year, and I wish you all the very best.
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CR PETER PERKINS
IT’S BEEN ALMOST a year since 
the Council elections, and it’s 
certainly been a big one.
Our priority has been setting the direction of this term of 
Council with the development of a Community Vision and 
new Council Plan.
I’m looking forward to these key strategic blueprints for the 
Shire being presented at our October Council Meeting for 
final endorsement.
A lot of work has gone into developing these plans, but 
most importantly, they are a reflection of what you, our 
community, have told us you think is important.
I’d like to thank everyone who took part in our community 
consultation — we heard from more than 2,000 people.
Once endorsed, you can view the plans on our website, 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au  or at Participate Nillumbik, 
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/our-future.
In another major community engagement project, we’re 
now asking for feedback on our draft Climate Action Plan, 
which builds on the achievements we have already made 
in the areas of sustainability and climate action.
The draft plan is open for feedback until Sunday, November 
7 and can be found on the Participate Nillumbik website: 
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/climate-action.

I really encourage you to have your say.
This year has also seen huge progress in some of our major 
capital works projects.
In exciting news, the Diamond Valley Sports and 
Fitness centre is close to reopening after a $16.5 million 
redevelopment.
The revamped Diamond Valley Library next door is ready 
to welcome visitors as soon as COVID-19 restrictions allow.
We have an amazing community here in Nillumbik, made 
up of some pretty incredible people.
Our annual Nillumbik Australia Day Awards are an 
opportunity to recognise those who go above and beyond.
Nominations are now open in the categories of Young 
Citizen of the Year, Senior Citizen of the Year, Volunteer of 
the Year, and Community Group of the Year.
If you know someone who’s done something extraordinary, 
nominate them now at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ausday until 
November 28.
I’m sure many of you have been enjoying our newfound 
freedoms since the easing of the Victorian Government 
COVID-19 restrictions.
I’d like to thank everyone for your efforts these past few 
months in helping to keep our community safe, supporting 
each other and our local businesses.
Our Shire is one of the leaders in the state for vaccination 
rates, which is a huge collaborative effort.
As restrictions ease further, we look forward to reopening 
our facilities, so keep an eye out on our website at 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/COVID-19 for all the details as they 
come to hand.
Stay safe everyone.

Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre

Artist’s impression, supplied
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Local heroes awarded for charitable works
BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
WESTFIELD has awarded over $1.2M to individuals across 
Australia and New Zealand, who inspire and create positive 
change to make our communities a better place.
Out of the six incredible individuals nominated by Westfield 
Doncaster, three have been announced as 2021 Westfield 
Local Heroes:

• Chris Varney (I CAN Network)
• Kellie Wishart (MCC CareNet)
• Michelle Power (Lighthouse Foundation)

WD Bulletin caught up with Kellie Wishart and Michelle 
Power to highlight their incredible work.
Kellie Wishart is the founder of a small church-based 
community pantry, MCC CareNet.
After the devastation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Kellie was inspired to expand well-needed food relief to 
struggling families across the Manningham district.
“We started in 2019 and grew rapidly in 2020 because of the 
pandemic, and since May we’ve tripled.
“We have two centre-based days where we’re open and 
we also host the mobile pantry which is in four different 
locations,” she said.
Humbled to have even been nominated for the Local 
Heroes grant, Kellie highlights the tremendous support she 
has had from her team at Manningham Christian Centre.
“When I was nominated my first feeling was a bit 
embarrassed because I really want to acknowledge that 
this is a team effort.
“I have a great team of committed volunteers and I really 
just want to highlight the strength and commitment of my 
team, they’re the real heroes.
“$10,000 will make a big difference for us — we’re seeing 
a lot of people wanting fresh food, so we’ll use that money 
to purchase fruit and vegetable boxes that should last us 
maybe six months.”
MCC CareNet has helped over 100 local families throughout 
the pandemic and are always accepting donations to reach 
as many families as possible.
“If anybody wants to support our service, we have a donation 
point at Templestowe IGA and Now and Not Yet café in 
Warrandyte. 
“If people want to donate non-perishable foods, we would 
greatly appreciate those.
“Any help is good help,” says Kellie.
After opening her home to a young homeless woman, Park 
Orchards resident, Michelle Power was inspired to get 
involved with Lighthouse Foundation.
Lighthouse Foundation provides homes and therapeutic 
care to children and young people impacted by long-term 
neglect, abuse and homelessness.
Michelle works closely within the Mums ‘n Bubs program 
which offers therapeutic living care for women and their 
young children.
“Our Mums ‘n Bubs homes are set up to help two generations 
at once, young mothers and babies who have been exposed 
to trauma,” says Michelle.
“I was so excited to win just because it gives me an opportunity 
to spread the word about Lighthouse Foundation.
“When you win an award that’s exciting, but when you win 

an award that’s going to help people that’s even better — 
this was for all of us.”
The Local Heroes grant will provide some well-deserved 
TLC to Mums ‘n Bubs homes.
“Lighthouse runs on donations, so the money mostly goes 
into care, helping as many young people as possible, so the 
homes themselves are quite neglected.
“We’re going to use this money to provide some much-
needed play equipment for the babies and toddlers — as 
well as building up the outdoor setting, so we as a committee 
can come over and have barbeques with the girls, to create 
that nurturing family environment they often don’t have.”
The Lighthouse Foundation is currently raising funds for 
essential works needed to the foundation homes to make 
them fire safe compliant, needing to raise $75,000.
Presently, they have raised a third of what is needed, to 
learn more about the Foundation’s programs and to help 
Michelle reach the target, visit www.mycause.com.au/
events/lighthousefundraiser
The Local Heroes annual award, year on year, helps 
communities recognise and support worthwhile community 
causes, Westfield Doncaster Centre Manager and Regional 
CX Manager, Charlie Rimmer spoke about the reward of 
enabling important and vital community programs and 
projects.
“The Westfield Local Heroes program continues to recognise 
and reward everyday people doing extraordinary things in 
our communities.
“We are incredibly proud to recognise the important work 
they are doing. 
“It’s a privilege to continue to support those who have made a 
lasting impact on the future of our local community,” he said.

Michelle Power
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Templestowe students rock out at RockFest
BY KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
THE ACCOLADES KEPT flowing at RockFest for 
Templestowe College, with Eltham Festival Battle of the 
Bands 2020 winner Doomsday Pilot taking out Best Senior 
Band.
RockFest is a National contemporary music competition 
for high school students, with the prestigious awards 
becoming a stepping stone for the music careers of 
musicians across the country.
Templestowe College is no stranger to glory at RockFest, 
with Disgruntled Architect taking out Best Senior Band 
in 2017.
RockFest organiser Lucas Travers told WD Bulletin, that 
it was Templestowe College who cleaned up the awards.
“Musicians from Templestowe College received a record 11 
Nominations and took home the win in three Categories,” 
Lucas said.
He said this year there were 96 entries and over 500 
Students from South Australia, Queensland, New South 
Wales, and Victoria involved in the event.
“The level of talent this year was like no other year before 
and the Templestowe college students rose to the top 
especially Angel, Nikkita and Doomsday Pilot,” said Lucas.
Along with Doomsday Pilot, Templestowe College students 
Nikita Kranz and Angel Waterman took out Best Vocal and 
Best Solo Artist respectively, collectively winning over 
$10,000 in prizes for themselves and their school.
Templestowe College has a history of producing amazing 
musicians through one of the best music departments in 
the country.
Doomsday Pilot told WD Bulletin that “the way it (the 

music program) is structured to give the students more 
control over their direction in what they want to do has 
benefited us massively, with pretty much total creative 
freedom given to us and the staff in full support.”
On winning the award, the band said that “we were 
incredibly doubtful as to whether we could win, just due to 
the number of artists that entered at such a high standard.”
The school had 11 nominations this year from three sets 
of artists, with Doomsday Pilot nominated for Best Band, 
and their bass player Gus Foletta nominated for Best Bass 
Player, and two nominations for Best New Song for both 
Doomsday Pilot and Angel Waterman.
Doomsday Pilot’s members are all completing their VCE 
at Templestowe College (TC).
Pablo Benzon Tuke (vocals), Skyte O’Malley (guitar), 
Gus Foletta (bass), and Halley Simpson (drums), formed 
the band at TC, taking out the Battle of the Bands at the 
2020 Eltham Festival and as restrictions allowed have 
been making their mark on the pub music scene around 
Melbourne.
Given some of the band are still underage, their parents 
have been chaperoning the band at their gigs.
Now that lockdown is ending, they have a few shows 
lined up, and they are hoping to just “play as often as 
possible” adding that the award will help them build on 
their experience and that having your music heard by 
more people they don’t know “can be the most rewarding 
feeling”.
Well done boys!
Read the extended interview in November’s Warrandyte 
Diary.

Photo supplied

Doomsday Pilot
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Request your 2022 Community Calendar
This year our 2022 Community Calendar is available 
on request and is free for all Manningham residents.
To request a calendar
• complete the form via our website 
• call us on 9840 9333
Once you’ve made a request, you will receive your 
copy of our 2022 Community Calendar by post in 
early December.
Calendars will also be available for collection from 
our libraries and at our Civic Centre in the Customer 
Service area.

 manningham.vic.gov.au/calendar

Get Active Kids Voucher Program
Applications for round three of the Get Active 
Victoria’s Get Active Kids Voucher Program is now 
open. 
Families of eligible children will receive up to $200 
per child to help cover membership fees, uniforms 
and equipment in organised sports and recreation 
activities. Application close 30 November. 

 manningham.vic.gov.au/ 
making-sports-accessible-for-all-children

Free garden waste drop off days
We’re holding free garden waste drop off days to 
help Manningham residents in Bushfire Prone Areas 
prepare for the fire season.
Skips will be placed in Warrandyte and Donvale 
throughout November and December.  
View the full event listing, eligibility, additional 
costs and what you can drop off at

 manningham.vic.gov.au/ 
garden-waste-disposal-days

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au    yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au

Manningham Council News

Getting lost pets home sooner
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
THE VICTORIAN Government is delivering on its election 
commitment to make sure lost pets get returned home 
sooner, with legislation to be introduced in Parliament in 
early October.
The change means Victorians will soon be able to take a 
lost dog or cat to a participating vet clinic or registered 
animal shelter to be reunited with its owner, rather than 
relying on councils.
At present, lost cats and dogs must be handed in to an 
authorised officer in the council area where the animal is 
found, or to vets and shelters that have an agreement under 
the Domestic Animals Act 1994. 
Surveys show just 23 per cent of vets have a contract with 
council to accept lost pets and as a result many animals are 
spending longer in pound and shelter facilities.
Minister for Agriculture Mary-Anne Thomas said when a 
pet goes missing, it is stressful for both the animal and its 
owners. 
“This reform will make the reuniting of pets with their 
owners much easier and quicker, improving the welfare 
of all involved.” 
“We will ensure that lost pets are reunited with their owners 
sooner and reduce the pressures placed on councils by 
allowing vet clinics and registered animal shelters to play 
a bigger part in the reunification process.”
The proposed reforms will:

• Allow shelters and participating vets to accept and 
reunite lost pets directly with their owners, with 
simple record keeping and reporting requirements.

• Improve animal welfare by ensuring lost pets get 
home as quickly as possible.

• Reduce burden on local councils, by allowing vets and 
shelters to assist with direct reunification services.

• Improve operations for regulatory authorities, 
including the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) Victoria and Greyhound 
Racing Victoria.

The Domestic Animals Amendment (Reuniting Pets and Other 
Matters) Bill 2021 includes a robust verification process to 
ensure pets are returned to the correct owner.
The Bill also identifies circumstances where pets should go to 
the council to protect public safety and animal welfare — this 
includes situations where an animal is declared dangerous or 
ownership cannot be verified.
These reforms are important, as Victoria has high pet 
ownership rates, with an average of 665,000 dogs and 215,000 
cats registered with councils each year.
Extensive consultation with community and stakeholders 
including veterinarians, councils, shelters, animal registry 
(microchip) services, rescue groups and community foster 
care networks was an important part of the process that led 
to the final form of the legislation. 
The new arrangements will be in effect by October 1, 2022.
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Pool safety deadline extended
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
ACKNOWLEDGING the challenges, the Victorian 
Government has given pool and spa owner more time to 
get safety barriers inspected and certified as compliant.
Minister for Planning Richard Wynne extended the 
deadline for owners to lodge certificates of pool and spa 
barrier compliance with their local council, in recognition 
of the limited opportunity for building inspectors to visit 
homes during the pandemic.
The first certificate lodgement deadline will be extended 
from November 1, 2021 to June 1, 2022, with subsequent 
lodgement deadlines also moved back to June 2023 and 
June 2024 respectively.
Therefore, pools and spas built before: 

• June 30, 1994 require certification by June 1 2022
• April 30, 2010 require certification by June 1 2023
• October 31, 2020 require certification by June 1 

2024.
This extension acknowledges the extra pressure that 
coronavirus is placing on families, as well as the challenge 
of finding building practitioners to inspect and certify 
safety barriers and fix any identified non-compliance.
Minister Wynne said while it remains vital for owners to 
take necessary steps to ensure the safety of their pools and 
spas, it makes sense to extend the certification deadline 

given current circumstances.
“Meeting the safety standards for private pools and spas is a 
small ask with potentially lifesaving consequences — these 
regulations will save lives and will help prevent children 
drowning in backyard pools.”
In December 2019, the Government amended the Building 
Regulations to introduce new requirements to improve the 
safety of private swimming pools and spas.
The regulations include requirements for owners to register 
their swimming pools and spas with their local council.
The registration deadline was November 1, 2020 and any 
owners who have not yet registered their pool or spa are 
encouraged to make an application to council as soon as 
possible.
Failure to register may attract a council infringement notice 
of up to $363.
Owners must also have a registered building surveyor or 
inspector certify the continuing compliance of their safety 
barrier every four years.
Drowning is the most common cause of preventable death 
for young children and in Victoria most fatal drownings of 
young children occur in backyard swimming pools.
For more information on the Victorian Government’s pool 
safety reforms, visit vba.vic.gov.au.
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OPINION

BY HENRY HASZLER

Financial plans need to consider risk

VICTORIA’S LOCAL Government Authorities are not 
adequately factoring climate change and other risks into their 
long-term planning.
Insurance companies and other major businesses think such 
planning is necessary, so why not our councils?
Victoria’s councils are major businesses.
According to the VAGO (Victorian Auditor-General’s Office), 
in 2019-20 Manningham’s and Nillumbik’s turnovers were 
$281M and $212M respectively and their assets were valued 
at $2.078B and $942M.
Victoria’s LGAs have been busy recently preparing a variety 
of Government mandated visions and plans to guide them in 
the years ahead.
Included are financial plans for 2021–2031.
A review of the plans for several councils, including 
Manningham and Nillumbik, suggests the frameworks being 
used mean few, if any, of the plans will cater explicitly for the 
unexpected challenges that will arise.
Today’s major challenges include bushfires, flooding, other 
climate related phenomena and the coronavirus.
They all threaten the wellbeing of Victoria’s communities and 
pose risks to council budgets and therefore to the continuity 
of ongoing council programs.
The Australian bushfires of Christmas 2019 and this year’s 
weather extremes and wildfires in Europe and North America 
should be evidence enough that climate change has arrived.
The end point for the current long-term financial plans is 
2031 — that’s just four years before 2035. By 2035, countries 
must be significantly reducing carbon emissions if we are to 
have any chance of avoiding probably irreversible climate 
tipping points.
Moreover, the virulent Delta strain of COVID-19 is likely to 
cause new waves of virus outbreaks as we learn to live with 
the virus.
One way to allow for the unexpected would be through 
hypothecated contingency reserves.
There are at least two ways the reserves might be raised.

The first is relatively painless.
It would involve continuing as planned, but progressively 
squirrelling away savings through temporary economies, 
where possible, until sufficient funds have accumulated.
Re-painting the council chamber, if required, can probably 
be delayed!
The second option is through a temporary increase in general 
rates or via a separate earmarked levy.
Victorian Councils have already done something similar 
when required to cover unfunded employee entitlements 
some years ago.
It may not be necessary for each local authority to establish 
its own contingency reserve.
Risk sharing through an insurance pool would reduce the 
direct and opportunity costs of each council explicitly and 
fully allow for its own risks profile.
For access to the pool, councils might be charged annual 
“premiums” based around their own specific risks and the 
value of assets to be protected.
An insurance pool for councils would be owned by the sector 
and so not subject to the ebbs and flows of party politics.
As we approach another fire season, remember that the 
financial assistance promised to victims of the Christmas 2019 
bushfires has apparently been slow getting to the intended 
recipients.
The Government’s current deadline for these financial plans 
is October 31.
That’s not much time for a complex job which must be done 
thoroughly because the financial plans will underpin council 
budgets out to 2031.
To provide the necessary time for a fully professional job, the 
Minister should allow councils to adopt interim financial plans 
which would then be formally revised once the details of risk 
planning have been determined. 
Councils have significant assets and community services to 
protect.
In the past, hurried fiddling with annual budgets may have 
been a sufficient response to emergencies.
But such financial agility compromises underlying programs 
and may not be adequate for the challenges of the future. 
Henry Haszler is a retired economist with a background in 
commodity analysis and policy and takes an interest in his 
local council’s activities.
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Deep Blue Crossing
BY SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE artist, Denise Keele-bedford will 
be holding an exhibition for Multicultural Week at 
Federation Square in Melbourne.
The installation comprises  an armada of origami boats, 
which will sail through Fracture Gallery, accompanied 
by rainbow-coloured beams dancing across the space. 
Denise said the installation uses colour to convey the 
kaleidoscopic diversity of nations who have traversed 
oceans and created a fusion from their cultural 
inheritances that transforms Melbourne into a unique 
multicultural society.
“Since the First Peoples of our country first set foot on 
this land, different people from all over the world have 
crossed oceans to arrive on the land we call Australia.
“The installation Deep Blue Crossing uses colour to 
represent the vast kaleidoscopic variety of people 

hailing from different nations who now call Melbourne 
home,” Denise said. 
She said Deep Blue Crossing acknowledges our First 
Peoples, our first-generation migrants who continue to 
enrich Melbourne’s heritage, and all people of different 
backgrounds, ideas and cultures who contribute to the 
harmony of future generations. 
The Multicultural Week also includes the virtual 
Diwali Festival, Melbourne Fashion Week First Peoples 
Runway, Trading Blak pop up store and other virtual 
content.
Deep Blue Crossing is at Fracture Gallery, The Atrium, 
Fed Square November 1-30

Or visit Fed Square’s webiste: fedsquare.com

Nillumbik artists open their doors
NILLUMBIK Artists Open Studios are delighted to be able to 
open to the public on the last two weekends of November. 
Opening over four days on November 20, 21 and 27, 28, a 
cornucopia of painters, potters, metal sculptors and textile 
artists will be welcoming you to enjoy their studios and 
their art. 
For details of which studios will be open please refer to 
the Open Studios website www.artistsopenstudios.com. 
Open Studios Coordinator Annette Nobes said the website 
will be updated progressively as they work through which 
artists will be able to open. 
This event will be run according to the Victorian State 
Government COVID-19 regulations and vaccination 
mandates.

Visit Denise’s website for more information: 
stonycreekstudio.art/2021/10/06/deep-
blue-crossing/
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The original Aussie Rules

THE TRIBAL Aboriginal football game, now known 
universally as Marngrook, was played all over Australia 
right up to the early colonial period.
To my knowledge, the last time it was played at an intertribal 
gathering was at Pound Bend in Warrandyte in 1852.
My great-grandfather Tom Chivers, his brother Willie 
and their father John attended and watched, so I grew up 
hearing vague references to this game.
In my secondary school days in the 1950s, I attended Scotch 
College and there heard about how Tom Wills had invented 
Aussie Rules.
Scotch College and Melbourne Grammar had played the 
first game in 1858, with Tom Wills as the umpire, so it was 
a key part of the school’s folklore.
It was not until the early 1980s when I learned something 
about Tom Wills’ childhood that I realised it closely 
mirrored that of my own great grandfather, Tom Chivers.
Tom Wills was born in 1836 and grew up near Ararat.
He became fluent in Tjapwoorong language, songs, dances 
and games.
At age 14, Tom Wills went to Rugby School in England, and 
became Captain of its football and cricket teams.
He returned to Victoria seven years later in 1857 at age 21 
and immediately established himself as the finest cricketer 
in the colony.
He declared that if Victoria was ever to beat New South 
Wales at cricket, they needed to keep fit by playing football 
over the winter, but that it should be “a game of our own”.
With some others, Wills then drafted the first Australian 
Football rules in 1859.
Historians have always jumped to the conclusion that he 
was inspired by having played Rugby in England.
It is a fairly typical reaction that springs from the pervasive 
effects of the idea of Terra Nullius.
In other words, there is an implicit assumption that 
Aboriginal culture is vacuous and incapable of influencing 
white society.
The reality is that when he was at Rugby School, Tom Wills 
inspired the playing of the game of Rugby in new ways 
that came directly from his experience of Marngrook, or 
Mingorm as it was called in Tjapwoorong.
Evoking images of the high mark in Marngrook, English 
newspapers reported how “Wills, to the admiration of the 
spectators rose above the swarm of boys...”
In 1983 I therefore published my proposition that Australian 
Rules was derived from Marngrook.
Rather than writing an academic article that would only 
reach some elite, I instead utilised the popular press.
The idea consequently gained strong support with ordinary 
Australians.
So I was therefore quite stunned when the AFL produced 
an official history in 2008 that completely dismissed the 

connection with Marngrook as being just “a seductive myth”.
With some hubris the AFL historian, Gillian Hibbins, 
asserted that there was no evidence that Marngrook had 
been played where Tom Wills grew up.
She of course meant documentation written by white men.
More than this, she asserted that the game would not have 
been imported from elsewhere in the Western District, 
because tribal people “never left their own areas for fear 
of being killed”.
I responded promptly to this ludicrous assertion and the 
exchanges became known as the 2008 football history war.
However it soon petered out to a cease-fire with the AFL 
continuing to support its historian.
Well, after a nine-year cease-fire the war resumed in 2017.
Professor Jenny Hocking of Monash University uncovered 
an Aboriginal eye-witness description of the game right 
where Tom Wills grew up.
However, despite the obliteration of its official history by 
this discovery, the AFL has been very tardy in formally 
acknowledging and redressing the situation.
In many ways, the situation the AFL refuses to face, typifies 
the paradox confronting the Australian public.
In recent years, the AFL has done a most commendable job 
of denouncing on-field racism, but this tends to see racism 
as just a problem of poor individual attitude.
In reality, Australians overwhelmingly are not personally 
racist.
We are probably the most egalitarian society on Earth.
The real problem is that we have received ideas with racist 
notions embedded in them, and we have not yet learned 
how to challenge these received ideas.
This is called institutional racism and it still runs deep.
Our nation was founded on the notion of Terra Nullius, 
and this totally spurious, legally vapid notion proposes that 
Australia was a vast empty continent.
That is of course apart from a few simple, primitive, pagan, 
nomadic, stone-age, hunter-gatherers.
In reality, all these pejorative terms still underpin our 
perceptions and make it very hard to see the achievements 
of traditional Australian society. 
If civilisation is assessed on the degree of civil cohesion, 
and an absence of poverty, hunger, pestilence and war, then 
traditional Australian society was the greatest civilisation 
the world has ever seen.
And this is part of our fabulous heritage as Australians.
Wouldn’t it be good if the AFL took less of a tokenistic 
approach and actively embraced the Aboriginal origins of 
Aussie Rules?
This could perhaps also involve organising demonstration 
games of Marngrook during its Indigenous Round each 
year — or am I Dreaming?

ABOUT JIM

Jim Poulter is a local History author.  His articles are freely 
available on the Reconciliation Manningham website 
reconciliation-manningham.org.au/, or via their 
Facebook page.

Birrarung

BY JIM POULTER



bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au17© Warrandyte Diary 2021

Festival of pre-loved stuff 
NOW THAT RESTRICTIONS are easing, the Garage Sale 
Trail is back, and it’s bigger and better than ever. 
The event is more than just a shopping crawl, it offers virtual 
and real world tools and ideas to sell your pre-loved items, 
but also seminars about the circular economy.
Garage Sale Trail 2021 will take place over three glorious 
weekends from November 6 to 21, allowing even more 
people to sell, shop and learn about fostering a sustainable 
lifestyle. 
All over the country, people can take advantage of easing 
restrictions with garage sales happening “In Real Life” (IRL) 
in the community or online through virtual garage sales. 
Organisers have announced they have now partnered with 
five-time ARIA award winning entertainer and Aussie music 
icon Ella Hooper. 
“I’m a life-long thrifter and I truly love shopping second-
hand, especially for clothes.
It allows me to have fun and get experimental with my 
style but importantly it also dramatically reduces textile 
waste and keeps a whole lot of quality stuff out of landfill.” 
said Ella. 
“That’s why I’m stoked to buddy up with Garage Sale Trail 
this year and help share the message of reuse far and wide 
— hopefully everyone can fall in love with second-hand 
and reap the benefits — just like I have.
“Do the planet and your hip-pocket a favour!” 
Garage Sale Trail 2020 extended the life of over 1.5 million 
kgs of stuff at over 10,000 garage sales across the country. 
A massive win for the planet, seller’s pockets and bargain 
hunting shoppers all over Australia.  

Trail Tutorials 
Weekend one, November  6 – 7, will be dedicated to 
learning about the circular economy through a series of 
free online masterclasses, Trail Tutorials. 
Introduced for the first time in 2020, Trail Tutorials were 
so popular that the program has been extended for 2021. 
A team of experts will come together from the worlds of 
fashion, styling, finance and sustainability. 
The line up includes fashion designer Kit Willow, 1 Million 
Women founder Natalie Issacs, Ella Hooper, finance 
expert Molly Benjamin, interior designer Adam Powell, 
master stitcher and maker Daisy Braid, and sustainable 
fashion educator and eco stylist Nina Gbor. 
Sessions will show you how to DIY your wardrobe, dress 
sustainably, make reselling a side hustle and more. 
They will also share practical tips for hosting a garage sale, 
both online and in person. 
Check the website for the full Trail Tutorials program and 
session times. And make sure you register early to secure 
your spot! 

Host a sale or shop the trail 
Weekends two and three, November 13–14 and 20–21 are 
all about selling stuff you no longer need and snagging 
guilt free bargains with an expected million plus items up 
for sale. 
This year, Australians can again get involved for free 

in Garage Sale Trail both online or in the community 
(depending on local restrictions). 
Whether you’re going virtual or IRL, after registering as a 
seller you’ll receive a bunch of tools and tips to set you up 
for success.
IRL sellers will receive free digital posters and social media 
images to help promote their sale, price tags and an all-
important COVID Safe tool kit. 
While online sellers will get materials to promote their 
sale online and signage to decorate their home if they’re 
streaming live. 
And PayPal has partnered to enable cashless payments at 
this year’s event. 
This means sellers with PayPal accounts can use QR codes 
for touch-free, in-person payments if selling IRL, and 
PayPal.Me payments on the world wide web for online 
sellers. 
“We’re passionate about affordable, safe and secure 
payment options and we also want to help Aussies generate 
some extra income or find a second-hand treasure,” said 
Jess Rix, PayPal Australia’s Consumer Shopping Expert. 
“Sellers with PayPal accounts can use QR codes for touch-
free in-person payments, and help Garage Sale Trail keep 
the circular economy turning during the pandemic, saving 
pre-loved goods from landfill.” 
If you’re hosting a virtual garage sale you can host a sale 
as a livestream, sell in your stories or your feed and spread 
that circular economy love even further. 
You never know who might want the Furbie that comes to 
life in the back of your cupboard at 3am, your purple water 
wave taffeta formal dress, or just the stuff you don’t wear 
that much anymore. 
“Extending the life of clothes by just nine extra months of 
active use would reduce carbon, water and waste footprints 
by around 20-30 per cent each.”
Registrations for the 2021 event are now open.
For more information for free registration for sellers, visit 
garagesaletrail.com.au.

Photo: Pixabay
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Trade Fairs – the “dos and don'ts”

EXHIBITING AT A trade show can help you get new leads, sell 
your products or services and even meet potential partners.
It’s a great way to showcase new product launches, find new 
channels of distribution and meet important industry players.
Sure, exhibiting at trade shows is a big investment of time, 
money and effort.
To make the most of that investment, here are seven ways to 
make trade shows work for you:

1. Set measurable goals
It’s not enough to say, “I want to meet new customers and 
sell products.”
Your goals should be specific and measurable.
For instance, do you want to get 25 orders per day for your new 
product, or generate 40 qualified leads per day?
How many potential partners or new distribution channels 
are you looking for?

2. Select the “right” show
Before committing to a show, make sure the attendees are the 
people and businesses you want to market to.
Ask the trade show promoters how many attendees are 
expected, the demographics of those attendees and their job 
responsibilities.
If you’re trying to sell products, you want to make sure buyers 
are attending; if you’re looking for potential partners, you need 
an audience of CEOs.

3. Plan in advance and organise your deadlines
Study the list of exhibitors, speakers, and breakout sessions.
Determine who you’d like to connect with and contact them 
in advance via email or social media to set up a meeting.
Don’t miss any important deadlines, such as being included 
in the marketing materials or trade show publications.
Several months before the show, start promoting your 
attendance to prospects and customers.

4. Get strategic with your booth
Book your booth early so you can get a prime spot.
A booth near the entrance ensures attendees will be fresh and 
energised when they pass by.

Make sure you know the booth size and if the promoter has 
any display restrictions, so there are no last-minute surprises.
Some shows don’t provide wi-fi or charge a fortune for access.
Don’t block your booth entrance with a long table — instead, 
put tables in the back and make the booth a welcoming space 
where visitors can come in, sit down, and chat.
Who doesn’t welcome a chance to rest their feet at a trade 
show?
Speaking of aching feet, don’t underestimate the power of a 
carpet and carpet pad on the floor.
Lighting, audio, video, colourful signs, banners, and posters are 
all great ways to attract attention and boost your professional 
image.
Make sure your booth is attended at all times, so prepare a 
roster and have a minimum of two people in the booth at all 
times.
Think about what could go wrong and make sure you have 
pens, extension cords, scissors, tape, hand sanitiser and 
bottled water readily available.

5. Bring your marketing materials
Have flyers, brochures, spec sheets, media kits or whatever 
the audience calls for, in your booth.
Bring twice as many business cards as you think you can use.
Promotional items, such as pens, tote bags, etc. (as well as 
coffee, pastry) also draw people to your booth.
It’s important to get booth visitors’ contact info.

6. Network everywhere
Be friendly — and not just on the trade show floor.
The person you meet on the elevator could be your next big 
customer.
People at trade shows expect to talk, so don’t worry about 
starting a conversation.

7. Follow up promptly
Within 10 days of the show, reach out to everyone you met to 
move the relationship ahead.
Invite them to connect on LinkedIn, plan a lunch meeting or 
share some info about your business — whatever it takes to 
build on the connection established at the trade show.

ABOUT JOHN

John O ’Ke e fe  i s  an award w inning  market ing 
communications professional and available to help you 
with your marketing plan. Contact John on 0408 344 905

BRAND

BY JOHN O’KEEFE
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Strategy, it’s all about ancient history

FOR ANYONE WITH a computer and even a remote 
historical interest in the ancient Greco-Persian world, Kube 
Games’ Imperiums: Greek Wars is a must have experience.
Kube Games are a small, Indie studio with a fraction of the 
resources available to bigger companies.
But they have produced a surprisingly deep, [mostly] 
historically accurate, and immersive depiction of 4X 
(exploit, expand, explore, exterminate) nation building 
in the ancient world that puts many of the larger, flashier 
strategy titles to shame.
Starting in the main campaign as one of the historical 
Greco-Persian states in 359 BC, the goal is to combine all the 
tools of statecraft at your disposal to expand the boundaries 
of your state, prosper—and avoid being swallowed up by 
some of the larger, more aggressive empires which are 
always looking to add to their domains.
These tools of statecraft that you will need to master are 
multifarious.
Diplomacy, one of your most important levers, is detailed 
and deep — and unlike more abstract depictions in well-
known games such as Rome Total War, actually makes a 
huge difference to your long term viability.
You can influence states, form coalitions, federate for 
mutual protection and trade — and enter into temporary 
alliances of convenience with neighbours.
Before one hoplite sets foot in another country, you will 
need to have your diplomacy settings right — or gain a 
reputation as a devious, untrustworthy, aggressive state — 
and become the target of defensive coalitions throughout 
the Greek world.
It is here you will finally understand the oft-stated historical 
lament pointing to the endemic fractious and warlike 
nature of the ancient Greek world!
Economy, political development, and of course military 
power, all have a part to play.
Combat seems simple, with limited units available and 
most of the fighting depicted abstractly.
But it turns out to be one of the most compelling parts of 
the game.
For there is a complex underlying system of morale and 
supply to plan for — and these choices make even the 

simplest invasion into a nail-biting dilemma of trade-offs.
You have to play it to fully appreciate it.
Like diplomacy, you need to get all these various settings 
right before you embark on expansion — or you will soon 
become bankrupt or suffer constant rebellions if you fail to 
keep your nobles and common people happy.
Nothing ends a glorious imperial career as quickly as 
disgruntled nobility!
Trust me.
There is rarely any “down-time” with this game and it avoids 
the problem of many, many strategic titles mid-game where 
it so often becomes “just another turn” waiting for someone 
to do something and surprise you.
Here, the AI is always up to something and creating 
problems for you that you need to address.
The sheer number of city states in Greece, and the proximity 
of an aggressive superpower in the form of an expansionist 
Persian Empire, means there is always plenty of competition 
— and always a threat to counter.
You can never rest on your laurels in Imperiums: Greek 
Wars.
The graphics are functional and simple without being 
gorgeous.
They do the job is about as much as can be said; if it wasn’t 
for the depth and superb gameplay, they would be an 
insurmountable obstacle for most.
But they end up accentuating the deep gameplay Kube 
Games has lovingly built into its creation.
So grab your sarissa, heft your hoplon and form a phalanx: 
Imperiums: Greek Wars challenges you to put your historical 
acumen to the test, and survive and prosper in the ancient 
world.
Can you do it?

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall. 
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