
W A R R A N D Y T E

bulletin

Spring back to life
As we slowly emerge from a winter of lockdown, life is returning. Families can get out and about to get together 
for outdoor gatherings, playspaces are reopening and our 5km boundaries broadening. Like our mumma duck, 
keep your loved ones safe, and we can all continue to do our part — and help us all welcome a summer filled 
with holidays, restaurants, pubs, theatres, weddings, sports and haircuts.
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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. It guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial 
status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias 
towards the people, environment and character of the place it serves. 
The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Research, Eltham, 
Donvale, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin are made by the community, for 
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Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
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in Victoria.

hello@42kmedia.com.au

community media solutions

• Video
• Livestream
• DTP
• And more...

42kmedia.com.au
vimeo.com/42kmedia

Subscribe now
Get the WD Bulletin straight to 

your inbox

warrandytediary.com.au 
to sign up to our mailing list



bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au3© Warrandyte Diary 2021

Authorised by the Victorian Government, Melbourne

For testing locations,  
visit CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au

 

COUGH OR COVID COUGH?
The only way to be sure is with a test 

at the first sign of any symptom. 

Time to get outside
BY JAMES POYNER
AFTER ANOTHER LONG, hard winter indoors, spring and a 
re-energised effort by Victorians to get vaccinated, the state 
reached its first target of 70 per cent first dose for adults aged 
16 and over, before the September 23 target date.
As of 11:59pm on Friday, September 17, a number of 
“freedoms” have been added to Metropolitan Melbourne 
and locked-down regional cities.
At the announcement of the first round of eased restrictions 
on September 16, Premier Daniel Andrews thanked 
communities in Victoria for doing their part to hit the 70 
per cent milestone.
“Thanks to the incredible efforts of our community, Victoria 
will hit our 70 per cent first-dose vaccination target tomorrow 
— becoming the second state in Australia to do so.
“With this milestone, new freedoms can take effect — but 
emerging risks must be addressed, and we need to keep the 
momentum going to hit 70 per cent and 80 per cent double 
dose targets as soon as possible,” he said.
Presently, members of the community can enjoy the 
following relaxed directives, note some of these directives 
include the expectation that participating members of the 
public are fully vaccinated.
The 9pm–5am curfew is still in effect but there are now six 
reasons to leave home — the sixth being “outdoor social 
interaction”.

This means one person may meet another person not from 
their household for a picnic, a walk, or another outdoor 
activity.
Outdoor social interaction will be allowed for up to four 
hours per day within a 10km radius of your usual residence.
In addition, exercise is extended to four hours within 10km.
Up to five adults (plus dependents) from two households 
will be able to gather outdoors, if all adults present have 
received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine, although, 
because the mask mandate has not been lifted, alcohol 
consumption on picnics is still essentially banned. 
Essential shopping is also extended to a 10km radius.
Skateparks and outdoor gym equipment is now also 
permitted to be used.
The usual restrictions we have become accustomed to are 
still in effect so, other than being able to explore slightly 
more of the Diamond Creek, Main Yarra Trail, and the hills 
and valleys, it is business as usual.
On September 19, the Premier has outlined the State’s 
“roadmap” out of the current lockdown, which is contingent 
on reaching an 80 per cent double-vaccination rate.
The main change in the near future is the staged return to 
onsite learning for primary and secondary students, starting 
with VCE students from October 5.
Here is hoping for a COVIDsafe summer.
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BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
THE APOLLO PARK Community is battling to save 
their identity and the public space around Civic Drive, 
Greensborough.
In recent years, the renovated playground, fitness centre, 
library, along with ample parking, has made the space 
very popular.
However, a $675M State Government initiative to build 10 
community hospitals close to major growth areas across 
Victoria has identified Civic Drive as the preferred location 
for the Eltham area Community Hospital.
“The Victorian Government is building community 
hospitals so families can have peace of mind that help is 
just around the corner when something is not quite right 
or when a loved one gets sick,” a Department of Health 
spokesperson told the WD Bulletin.
While not against the idea of a new community hospital, 
residents around Apollo Park are concerned the choice to 
site the proposed community hospital at Civic Drive will 
take away existing parking, forcing facility users to spill out 
into local streets, or avoid the area completely.
Apollo Parkway resident Kelly Farrow, told the WD Bulletin 
why her family moved to the area, and the concerns she 
and her three year old son Clyde have about the works and 
the impact it will have on the green spaces and congestion 
in the area.

“He [Clyde] loves playing at the Rainbow Snake park and 
running around on the sloped hill and amphitheatre, 
which will both be loomed and shaded over by the hospital 
and carpark.
He is genuinely really worried about it and keeps asking 
me how we will save the park.
We moved to Apollo Parkways from the inner-city two 
years ago and one reason was that open green space and 
facilities on Civic Drive.
Clyde will go to the Apollo Parkways Primary School in two 
years, which is directly opposite the hospital site.
Due to the steep roads around here, we will have to drive 
there, and I’m already worrying about where I’ll park to 
drop him off as I’ve seen (and got stuck in!) the insane 
bottlenecks during peak times.
You can’t even enter the IGA carpark from 3pm as it’s 
completely chokkas with parents, as is every road and 
carpark around there.
As his mum, I’m really worried about the greatly increased 
traffic that will go in past the playpark and sports centre, 
and out past the library, as kids like Clyde are fast runners 
and are used to being able to tramp around this green area 
quite safely,” Kelly said.

WD Bulletin also spoke to community members Rosemary 
Burdett and Dr Svetlana Ryzhihk, who have been active in 
the fight to save Apollo Park.
“I’m just disappointed that the hospital is going to be built 
on all the parking that services the facilities in the area — 
the stadium, the library — and that parking is also used by 
the parents of Apollo Parkways Primary School.
“I don’t understand why they think they can take all of that 

parking and then leave none for the local people who have 
been accessing those facilities for decades. 
“All those community hospitals are a terrific thing, nobody 
is arguing against it, it’s just the site,” says Ms Burdett.
Parking pains are exacerbated with the expansion of the 
fitness centre — now hosting regional matches and more 
training sessions, increasing the demand for parking space.
There are currently no guarantees of free parking, as Austin 
Health will be managing future parking pertaining to the 
hospital.
Locals fear that potential paid parking in the precinct could 
deter activity in the centre and create congestion in nearby 
streets.
“If you take away the parking, where are people going to 
park?
“People are either going to use local streets or they won’t 
use the stadium,” says Ms Burdett.
Dr Svetlana Ryzhihk, President of Friends of Apollo 
Parkways (FoAP), has gained immense community support 
with her Save Apollo Parklands Now petition, receiving over 
1,300 signatures nearly reaching its goal of 1,500. 
Dr Ryzhihk says the community is also concerned by the 
“non-existent” public transport access.
“Public transport access is non-existent.
“There are two bus stops one 500 metres away and one 600 
metres away — the terrain is very steep, so for people with 
limited mobility that won’t be an option,” said Dr Ryzhihk.
The open space in Civic 0Drive has been well loved by its 
community — many locals utilising the space for picnics, 
gatherings and walks with furry friends. 
“Putting in one more high use facility will kill the 
community.
“The community is asking Council not to sell the land,” 
says Dr Ryzhihk. 
In the coming weeks Council will decide whether or not to 
sell — however, if the August 24 Nillumbik Ordinary Council 
Meeting is an indicator of things to come, regardless of the 
verdict, the fate of Apollo Park could already be sealed.

Locals plea to save Apollo Park

Clyde protests the construction
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Cr Peter Perkins told the meeting: 
“Council has not yet resolved a formal position on whether 
or not to sell the land.
It is important to note that if Council resolves not to sell the 
land to the State Government, the option of compulsory 
acquisition is still very open to it.
Council will consider all available information at the time 
before making any decision.” 

The Department of Health told the WD Bulletin they are 
considering community views.
“We’re continuing to work with Nillumbik Shire Council to 
ensure community views are heard around the preferred 
location for the Eltham area Community Hospital.”
However, a report from a member of FoAP following a 
Victorian Health Building Authority (VHBA) information  
session on September 8 would suggest VHBA’s community 
engagement is as tokenistic as the engagement other 
community groups have experienced with Big Build 
projects, as reported in September’s Warrandyte Diary.
Of the 40+ questions submitted by FoAP at the information 

session, FoAP says many were not answered or VHBA 
provided answers that qualified community concern.
As a verdict draws near, the local community are adamant 
that they will not give up their fight to preserve Apollo Park. 
“We can’t let anything else happen to this land, we’re trying 
our hardest,” says Dr Ryzhihk. 
Nillumbik has an online community feedback portal on 
its Participate website for the Eltham area Community 
Hospital project, which is open until September 26.
Following this, Council plans to decide on whether or not 
to sell the land to VHBA at the October 26 Council Meeting.

To have your say, visit:
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/hospital
To learn more about the community concerns at Apollo 
Park visit: 
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Apollo-Parkways-
Inc-101202678897604
To learn more about the Community Hospital Program visit :
www.vhba.vic.gov.au/health/community-based-care/
community-hospitals-program

Photos supplied by Dr Ryzhihk

Neighbours upset the land they purchased adjacent 

to parkland is set to become a multi-storey carpark Chilli the sausage dog



AstraZeneca 
and Pfizer 

vaccinations
available

� Book online www.warrandytemc.com.au

� 2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Phone � 8844 0188

We have 
expanded
our hours!

Bulk Billing GPs

Monday to Friday
7am to 9pm

Saturday and Sunday
8am to 6pm

Now Open

walk in patients welcome

Dr Rainbow Fung Dr Marice Villasenor

Dr Victor LauDr Gareth Cooze
Dr Atiya Khalid
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BY JAMES POYNER
SEPTEMBER 15 saw the fifth and final live webinar in the 
2021 webinar series on bushfire preparation, presented by 
Bushfire Resilience Incorporated (BRI).
This year’s series included talks by Justin Leonard and 
Raphaele Blanchi of CSIRO; Danielle Clode, a psychologist 
from Flinders University who is also a resident of Smiths 
Gully who was impacted by 2009 Black Saturday and 
2021 Adelaide Hills bushfires; and Chloe Begg from CFA’s 
Research and Development team.
Topics covered in 2021 covered:

• Get Water Ready: tanks, pumps and sprinklers
• Your physical and emotional preparation
• Triggers to take action
• Your sheltering options

Max Garner of BRI spoke to Warrandyte Diary following the 

fifth and final webinar, and told the Diary they had 1,300 
participants sign up to the webinar series in 2021.
Spring is the perfect time to start preparing for bushfire 
season.
If you missed the webinar series, they are available to 
watch — for free — on the Bushfire Resilience Inc. website 
https://bushfireresilience.org.au.

Preparing for bushfire season

Is your pool fence compliant?
BY JAMES POYNER
IN DECEMBER 2019, the Victorian Government introduced 
new swimming pool and spa safety laws which require all 
Victorians with a private swimming pool or spa to have their 
pool or spa registered, inspected, and issued with a Certificate 
of Pool and Spa Safety Barrier Compliance (CPSSBC).
These new laws were introduced because, on average, four 
young children die in Victoria in home swimming pools or 
spas each year and many more are taken to hospital for near-
drownings.
Registration of your swimming pool or spa is via your local 
council website and, by now, all existing swimming pools and 
spas should be registered.
November 1, 2021 marks the first deadline for submitting 
your CPSSBC.

The date by which a certificate of compliance needs to be 
submitted to your local council is dependent on the age of 
the pool or spa.
As stated on the Victorian Building Authority website, 
certification is due for pools and spas built:

• before June 30, 1994 — by November 1, 2021
• between July 1, 1994 and April 30, 2010 — by November 

1, 2022
• between May 1, 2010 and 31 October 2020 — by 

November 1, 2023
For pools and spas built after November 1, 2020, your 
certificate of barrier compliance must be submitted when you 
register your pool or spa with local council.
Once certified, your pool or spa will need to be inspected and 
re-certified every four years.

Feedback sought on planning strategy
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
NILLUMBIK Council are calling on residents to help shape 
the vision for land use and development in Nillumbik as it 
prepares a new Municipal Planning Strategy (MPS).
Mayor Peter Perkins said the MPS was a critical blueprint for 
future development and land use in the Shire.
The strategy provides an overview of important local planning 
issues and, together with the Victorian Planning Policy 
Framework, provides the strategic basis of the Nillumbik 
Planning Scheme — the “vision” for the planning scheme.
It is the “big-picture” part of the planning scheme that 
identifies key issues and influences specific to Nillumbik.
“This vision needs to reflect everything we love about where 
we live,” Cr Perkins said.
“The MPS will influence planning decisions in the Shire for 
many years to come and we encourage our community to take 
the opportunity to provide their input into it.”
He said there will be opportunities for residents to share and 

discuss ideas at a series of online community workshops in 
late September and early October.
Key themes and influences will be discussed at a series of four 
programmed online community workshops:

• Monday, September 20, 7pm 
Activity Centres; Transport; Housing

• Wednesday, September 22, 7pm 
Built Environment; Heritage; Arts and Culture; 
Infrastructure

• Thursday, September 30, 7pm 
Natural Environment; Open Space; Climate Change

• Saturday, October 2, 3pm 
Green Wedge and Economic Development.

Community members can give feedback by completing 
a survey at Participate Nillumbik, providing a written 
submission and/or attend one of the workshops.
Feedback closes at 11:59pm, Thursday, October 7, 2021.
For more information, to register for a workshop, and have 
your say go to participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/mps.
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AT LAST THE warmer months 
are approaching, giving us more 
opportunity to get out and about.
Although restrictions continue, we are able to continue to 
explore our local neighbourhoods.
In order for life to get back to normal, we can all do our part 
by getting vaccinated.
I have had my vaccinations and encourage you to do the 
same.
Last year we launched our Be Kind Manningham initiative.
We have been reminded in recent months that this message 
is still relevant — it never ceases to amaze me how much a 
smile (even from behind a mask) or a kind word can have 
a positive impact on someone else’s day.
To get involved, just use the hashtag #bekindmanningham 
and tag us in your posts on Facebook and Instagram.
Visit manningham.vic.gov.au/be-kind and watch our 
video to find out more.
You’ll soon see our October issue of our community 
magazine Manningham Matters in your letterboxes.
In this issue we wanted to take a moment to step away 
from so much of the negativity that has plagued the last 
few months and to celebrate the amazing good in our 
community and beyond.
We hope the stories in it will lift your spirits and inspire you 
to Be Kind to those around you.
We have also been celebrating the success of some great 
Manningham athletes recently.
Last month, we read about Donvale’s Brendon Smith 
and his bronze medal in the swimming at the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics.
Doncaster Hockey Club’s Joshua Simmonds also took 
home a silver medal with his teammates when they played 
Belgium in the Men’s Hockey Final.

This month we’re celebrating Templestowe’s Li Na Lei and 
Qian Yang who each took home gold medals in the table 
tennis at the Paralympics as well as a silver in the team 
event.
If you’re looking for a fun activity to get you and your family 
involved in, activate your front porch during Global Porch 
Placemaking Week from September 27 to October 3.
Since the start of the pandemic, we’ve seen some great 
porches, gardens, driveways, and balconies that have 
brought joy to the community.
You may have seen some of these, including decorating 
front windows with children’s artwork, teddy bears peering 
through windows, book exchanges and chalk drawings.
Learn how to get involved at manningham.vic.gov.au/
placemaking-and-outdoor-dining.
This October the Manningham Seniors Festival is going 
online.
There’s lots to take part in from home, including 
entertainment, dancing, exercise, guest speakers and 
webinars.
Supported by the Victorian Government, the festival is an 
annual event designed for and celebrating seniors.
See manningham.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-online.
Our new Council Plan 2021–2025 and 10 Year Financial 
Plan were adopted at our August Council Meeting.
Our plans are our promise to you to pursue our community’s 
vision for the future and achieve the very best for 
Manningham.

You can read them online at 
manningham.vic.gov.au/council-plan, and
manningham.vic.gov.au/10-year-financial-plan 
All my very best

MAYORAL REPORT

CR ANDREW CONLON

Activate your porch



Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.
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IT’S BEEN PLEASING to see the 
slight easing of COVID restrictions 
this week including the reopening 
of our skate parks just in time for the school holidays.
Our Shire is one of the leading Victorian municipalities for 
COVID vaccination rates with just over 76 per cent of our 
residents having the first jab and 50 per cent the second.
For the most up-to-date information on getting vaccinated, go 
to the Victorian Government’s COVID-19 website.
Council is continuing to engage with our community on a 
wide range of projects.
The Municipal Planning Strategy is a critical blueprint for 
future development and land use in the Shire.
We’re inviting residents to help us shape this new vision for 
planning, which will be an important reflection of everything 
we love about where we live.
We’re holding four online community workshops over the 
coming two weeks to discuss some of the key issues, register 
to attend and have your say participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.

au/mps — submissions close on October 7.
Council’s consultation on the Victorian Government’s request 
to sell public open space for the Eltham area Community 
Hospital closes on Sunday, September 26. 
The Victorian Government has identified Council land at 
Civic Drive in Greensborough as the preferred location for 
the community hospital.
We want to hear the community’s views to help inform our 
decision on whether or not to sell this land for this purpose.
Go to participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/hospital to tell us 
what you think.
For those wondering what to do with the kids at home over 
the school holidays, Council has a great range of activities to 
keep them entertained with online events brought to you by 
Edendale Community Environment Farm, our Youth team 
and libraries.
For ideas go to nillumbik.vic.gov.au/school-holidays.
It’s not just the kids who get all the fun though.
Our annual Spring Outdoors program, jointly delivered with 
Manningham and Banyule councils, offers a great range of 
online and outdoor activities to keep boredom at bay as the 
restrictions continue.
Find out more at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/spring-outdoors.
I hope you are all managing to get out and enjoy some of this 
spring weather. 

Stay safe everyone.

CR PETER PERKINS

Photos: SANDI MIILER

Spring at Edendale Farm
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 Phone:  9842 6726  
email:  info@pineslearning.com.au 
 visit:  www.pineslearning.com.au  

VCAL @ Pines Learning  

OPEN TO YEARS 10, 11 & 12  

ENROL NOW 
  ♦ Small and inclusive classes 
  ♦ Fully committed Teachers and Assistants 
  ♦ Flexible supportive program catering
     to individual learning needs
  ♦ Practical learning opportunities
  ♦ Pathways into further study, apprenticeships 
     and/or employment
    

INFORMATION SESSIONS

Thursday 

4th of November,  OR 

 18th of November 

at 7.30 pm    (via Zoom) 

         RSVP required          

Knowledge

Pathways

Jobs
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Manningham plan for the future
AT ITS MEETING on August 24, Manningham Council 
adopted its Council Plan 2021–2025. 
Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew Conlon said the Plan is 
the key strategy that sets this Council’s priorities to achieve 
better outcomes for Manningham over the next four years.
He said extensive consultation guided the development of 
the plan which outlines the actions we will take to pursue 
our Community Vision 2040, which states: 

“Manningham is a peaceful, inclusive and safe community.
We celebrate life with its diverse culture, wildlife and 
natural environment.
We are resilient and value sustainable and healthy living, 
a sense of belonging, and respect for one another”.

Cr Conlon said it is an exciting time as we now start to 
deliver on the feedback from the community.
“We’re looking forward to implementing projects and 
initiatives that are important to those that live, work and 
play in our community,” he said.
“Our Council Plan 2021–2025 provides a roadmap for the 
future to help the organisation deliver our core services and 
infrastructure projects.
“It has an emphasis on community wellbeing, particularly 
for younger and older people, our local environment and 
local businesses.”
He said Council sincerely thanks residents and community 

groups who took the time to provide their invaluable 
feedback to shape this plan.
“Thank you to our inaugural Community Panel of over 40 
local residents who deliberated on the feedback and other 
information.
“Sharing their experiences, recommendations and creating 
the new community vision furthered our understanding on 
where to focus in the future.
The Council Plan 2021–2025 actions are included under 
key themes:

• Healthy Community 
• Resilient Environment 
• Liveable Places and Spaces 
• Vibrant and Prosperous Community 
• Well Governed Council

Cr Conlon said Council now looks forward to working 
with its partners including community, local, and regional 
agencies and groups, businesses and other levels of 
government to deliver the actions.
“The Council Plan 2021–2025 is our promise to you to 
pursue our community’s vision for the future and achieve 
the very best for Manningham.” 
For further information and to read the Council Plan 
2021–2025, visit manningham.vic.gov.au/council-plan.
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Have your say on KG Tower
BY SANDI MILLER
THE DRAFT KANGAROO Ground War Memorial Park 
Management Plan is now open for community feedback.
The Draft Management Plan was endorsed by Council at its 
August meeting.
The purpose of the management plan is to provide a practical 
roadmap for maintaining and enhancing the existing 
functions and character of the park with minimum change 
and moderate investment.
Council had determined earlier in the year that a management 
plan was a more appropriate approach than the original goal 
of developing a master plan.
The Draft Management Plan has identified a range of 
improvements to existing park features and spaces that need 
replacement or enhancement, including renovating the stone 
caretaker’s cottage and replacing dying cypress trees.
These improvements will ensure the park’s safety and 
enhance its heritage value.
Mayor Peter Perkins said Council recognises the historic and 
cultural importance of the site and the need to preserve its 
features, without radically changing them.
“The Kangaroo Ground War Memorial Park has long been a 
significant landmark and the Management Plan will seek to 
ensure its heritage is maintained,” Cr Perkins said.
“A range of capital works priorities have been identified to 
respectfully maintain and enhance the character of the park. 
“The Draft Management Plan acknowledges the park’s 
cultural heritage significance and its importance to the 
Nillumbik community.”
Anna Pelling, President of The Friends of the Kangaroo 
Ground War Memorial Park says the groups is pleased that 
the Council has proposed a Draft Management Plan for the 
Memorial Park.
“It has been neglected for far too long and is in need of care 
and attention.
“The Memorial Park is a place of remembrance and reflection.
“We are happy that the Park and Tower are now receiving 
the proper recognition as an historical and sacred landmark 
within the Shire of Nillumbik,” she said.
Ms Pelling said care should be taken to ensure this primary 
function is not replaced with purely recreational usage, and 
that Memorial Gardens are in keeping with the rural nature 
of the Park.
“We are very pleased that the old stone Caretaker’s Cottage 
is to be renovated, as it has fallen into severe dis-repair over 
the years,” she added.

She said the Friends support the overall concept of the 
proposed management plan, “although we have some 
reservations regarding the anticipated cost and scope of 
some items”.
Sugarloaf Ward Councillor Ben Ramcharan said it is 
important the war memorial continues to be something the 
community can be proud of.
“We need a plan for the park that will help maintain it as the 
beautiful community asset that it is,” Cr Ramcharan said.
“There are so many community groups that have contributed 
and will continue to contribute to the running of the park, 
and it’s important that the plan lives up to their expectations.”
Council resolved unanimously at the meeting to conduct a 
consultation workshop with the park’s identified stakeholder 
groups after the community feedback period.
The public feedback period is now open and will close on 
Sunday, September 26.
To view the Draft Management Plan for the Kangaroo 
Ground War Memorial Park and have your say, visit 
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/kgwmp
Anyone wishing to make a submission at Council’s Planning 
and Consultation Committee Meeting (PCC) can do so at 
the November meeting.
Visit nillumbik.vic.gov.au/speakatpcc for further 
information.
After public feedback has been collected and considered, it 
is anticipated the Draft Management Plan will be finalised 
in early 2022.

OM:NI Seniors’ event postponed
BY SANDI MILLER
THIS YEAR’S Victorian Seniors 
Festival was to be celebrated, in 
part, with an event from OM:NI 
Men’s Discussion Groups, 
however sadly this event has 
been postponed until early 
2022.
Philip Green of Nillumbik 

OM:NI said the group made the difficult decision to 
postpone the event due to the continuing COVID lockdown.

Registrations are still being taken for the rescheduled event, 
called Get on with Life, which will be held on Wednesday, 
March 30, 2022 at the Eltham Community and Reception 
Centre, 801 Main Road, Eltham.
“We are sorry for any inconvenience that this has caused 
to all of our supporters and hope you will join us in 2022,” 
Philip said.
The event is being supported by the Nillumbik Shire 
Council, COTA Victoria and local men’s groups.  
For more information, see the website at omnigetonwithlife.
wordpress.com.
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Sawdust in his veins

BY SANDI MILLER
RYAN GASKETT HAS spent the last 10 years with the smell 
of sawdust and two stroke in his nostrils.
The filmmaker has been filming chainsaw artist Leigh 
Conkie since 2012 for the feature length documentary 
Leigh, which will have its premiere screening at ACMI in 
December.
Ryan first met the iconic Eltham artist while at film school.
He said he had always loved looking at the sculptor’s 
“outdoor gallery”, which is a feature of everyone’s commute 
along Eltham’s Main Road, so he jumped at the chance to 
interview him.
“We had to make a short documentary, and I chose to do 
stories from the neighbourhood, and a friend introduced 
me to his neighbour, and I interviewed him for two hours 
and made a 10-minute documentary about him,” he told 
WD Bulletin.
Ryan said the initial short film could not do the chainsaw 
artist justice, as there was so much more he wanted to tell 
about Leigh, so the initial interview was the first of many 
filming sessions they had over several years.
In late 2014, Ryan filmed Leigh sculpting a female asylum 
seeker holding a baby.
Then, Ryan said, they did a late-night installation of the 

work on the lawn of The Age’s then headquarters in Collins 
Street, Melbourne. 
Within hours, security guards had removed the sculpture, 
but the installation had made its point — raising awareness 
of refugee issues and generating thousands of “Likes” 
online.
While Leigh Conkie is known around Eltham for his 
chainsaw art, Ryan said the film is not really about that, it 
is about the man behind the artist.
“He’s had a pretty hard life, he was abused as a child, had 
been in a major car accident, and he was in a pretty down 
place”.
Ryan said at one stage, Leigh lost the passion for his art 
and was just producing playground features for the money.
The bulk of the film was recorded between 2014 and 2016, 
when Leigh made the decision to turn his life around.
“He was going through a pretty low point in his life at the 
time, and he decided to give himself a goal and go to Japan 
to climb Mount Fuji,” he said.
Ryan said while that was a pretty “out there” thing to do, 
anyone who knew Leigh thought it was totally something 
that he would do.
“I actually have the moment he made the decision to 
do it on camera, he made his mind up while we were 

Photos courtesy: RYAN GASKETT
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in the middle of an interview,” the 
filmmaker said.
From then, he stopped drinking and 
started running and working out 
and eating healthy — although he 
wouldn’t give up the cigarettes.
Ryan said it was a big deal for Leigh to 
attempt something as big as climbing 
Mt Fuji, because at the time he could 
barely walk to the local 7Eleven.
But Ryan was there with Leigh every step of the way, 
documenting the long road to his health and his art.
Originally crowd sourced through Pozible, the filmmaker 
managed to get a host of local collaboration on the film, 
including local composer Charly Harrison scoring the 
documentary, and including music from the Teskey 
Brothers, and Gotye.
The film was originally due to be 
premiered in October, but due to 
COVID, the screening has been 
moved to December, and has already 
sold out.
A second ACMI screening in February 
has just been announced, and if you 
get in quick, tickets can be booked via 
Eventbrite. 

Photo: DAVID GAZZO

Bookings:

www.eventbrite.com.au

Watch the trailer here: 

fb.watch/7_osoViOhx
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Manningham Council News

Our Council Plan 2021 - 2025
We are proud to present our new Council Plan 2021 – 
2025, a key strategy that sets our vision for the next four 
years, to achieve better outcomes for Manningham.
Developed through extensive consultation, the Council 
Plan 2021-2025 includes a focus on achieving better 
outcomes for our community, local environment, 
climate and biodiversity and local business. We invite 
you to read the plan at 

 manningham.vic.gov.au/council-plan

Seniors Festival Online
Friday 1 October to Friday 15 October
Dance, sing, learn and laugh your way through October 
with this year’s Manningham Seniors Festival.
Supported by the Victorian Government, the festival is 
an annual event designed for and celebrating seniors.  
From online live entertainment, dancing, exercise, guest 
speakers and webinars, this year’s festival features a wide 
and varied range of activities for older people to take 
part in. Events are free to attend. However, bookings are 
essential, so book early to avoid disappointment.

 manningham.vic.gov.au/seniors-festival-online

Manningham Porch Placemaking 
Monday 13 September to Friday 8 October
Porches are the silent heroes of our suburbs during the 
pandemic, enabling us to connect and interact with our 
communities without putting each other at risk.
This year Manningham Council is giving residents a 
chance to win one of three locally sourced hampers by 
creating a project and sharing it with the community. 
For more information about how to enter, visit

 yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/ 
porch-placemaking

Coping with changes in behaviour
Tuesday 21 September, 2.00pm to 4.00pm
This free online webinar session provides an 
introduction to dementia and changes to the brain, 
effects on behaviour and the impacts of changed 
behaviour. It will introduce problem solving models, 
including strategies to minimise and respond to 
changed behaviour. Bookings are essential at

 manningham.vic.gov.au/coping-with-
changes-in-behaviour-community-
webinar

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au    yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au

Create change in your neighbourhood
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
PORCHES ARE the silent heroes of our suburbs during the 
pandemic, enabling us to connect and interact with our 
communities without putting each other at risk. 
Never has there been a more important time for placemaking. 
With lockdown restrictions continuing across much of 
Australia, and Melbourne in particular, many are suffering 
from social disconnection. 
The annual Global Porch Placemaking Week is back again 
from September 27 to October 3, and Manningham Council 
is encouraging residents to “activate their front porch” and 
breathe life into our streets and neighbourhoods (from a 
distance). 
What does it mean to ‘activate’ your porch? 
Taking small actions using your street frontage to build 
community. 
Since the start of the pandemic, residents have activated 
their porches with projects that bring joy to the community, 
including decorating front windows with children’s artwork, 
teddy bears peering through windows, book exchange and 
chalk drawing. 
Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew Conlon said there’s never 
been a more important time for connection than in times 
of lockdowns and restrictions. 
“Porch placemaking could be a driving force in helping 

communities stay connected and foster camaraderie and 
neighbourliness,” he said. 
“The possibilities are endless when it comes to making your 
space into a place — no project is too large or too small.” 
During Global Porch Placemaking Week, residents can pin 
drop their project onto an international map and share 
their project around the world. 
To take part in the Global Porch Placemaking Week: 

1. Create a project and turn your space (porch, garden, 
driveway, balcony etc) into a place 

2. Add your project onto an interactive global map at 
porchplacemaking.com 

3 . S h a r e  y o u r  p r o j e c t  u s i n g  t h e  h a s h t a g s 
#porchplacemaking and #activatemanningham 
and tagging Manningham Council on Facebook or 
Instagram. 

Manningham Council will be accepting entries from now 
until October 8. 
Three locally sourced hampers will be awarded to the most 
creative projects before the end of October. 
For more information on Global Porch Placemaking Week 
visit porchplacemaking.com. 
For more information on Porch Placemaking in 
Manningham, visit yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
porch-placemaking. 
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Nillumbik Grooves
A showcase of local musical talent

NILLUMBIK SHIRE Council 
is shining the spotlight on 
our amazing local musical 
talent through our new video 
project, Nillumbik Grooves.
The project has involved 
filming artists performing 

short pop-up performances, each at a great Nillumbik 
location, with the video series now available to enjoy via 
Council’s website.
Mayor Peter Perkins said Nillumbik Grooves was an 
innovative way to support local artists during a difficult 
time for the music and performance industry.
“The videos help these diverse musicians find new 
audiences while showcasing some of our great and unique 
Nillumbik locations,” he said.
“As the COVID restrictions continue, it’s also a great way 
to share some fantastic music with our community who 
are really missing being able to see live performances and 
connect with arts and culture.” 
The video series features:

• Eltham solo artist Johnny Cronin, performing Home 
outside A Local Baker in St Andrews.

• Hana Zreikat (Sounds 
like Hana), of Research, 
performing Black Balloons 
at Tancks Corner in 
Yarrambat.

• Eltham band The 
Paperback Writers 
performing Train Ride at the Outdoor Performance 
Space at Apollo Parkways, Greensborough.

• St Andrews artist Matt Stonehouse performing 
Around the Corner at Edendale Community 
Environment Farm in Eltham.

If you would like your music to be considered for future 
Nillumbik Grooves recordings, please contact Council’s 
Arts Development Officer artsinfo@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
or keep up to date by subscribing to the Nillumbik Arts and 
Culture eNews at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Living-in/Arts-
and-culture/Stay-connected.

The Paperback Writers

Johnny Cronin

Hana Zreikat

Matt Stonehouse

Watch them now at: 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/nillumbik-grooves.
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Eltham Art Show takes shape
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
FROM LATE September 2021, the Rotary Club of Eltham 
Art Show online gallery will be inviting artists from the 
Nillumbik Shire and “Friends” to exhibit their works for 
sale on its exciting new Online Gallery platform.
In late October the online gallery will be launched, to 
enable art lovers to add to their collections or to find 
ideal gifts for the festive season, while supporting local 
artists who are struggling through COVID lockdowns.
Art Show Director Brenda Ibels said the committee 
agrees that the high quality, professional art from the 
Nillumbik area requires professional recognition of its 
presentation on the new website, which will reach a 
discerning audience beyond the region through national 
networks of art institutions and Rotary Clubs.
To be eligible to submit works to the exhibition, artists 
must either be resident in Nillumbik or be a “Friend of 
the Nillumbik Shire”, which are those artists who have 

engaged in a course within a local community art group 
or a course/residency at a recognised institution such as 
Baldessin, Montsalvat and Dunmoochin.
The online gallery precedes the live event in September 
2022 when the inaugural Eltham Art Show will be held 
at the Eltham Community & Reception Centre.
Brenda said: “the Rotary Club of Eltham is pleased to 
be embarking on this new initiative to support the local 
artists and the wider community, especially since the 
annual Eltham Festival in November has been cancelled 
two years in a row.
“We are looking forward to presenting quality works in 
a way which generates recognition of the reputation of 
art from the Nillumbik area, and excitement in the way 
it can be accessed online.”

Further enquiries can be made at: 
admin@elthamartshow.org.au

Grants open for wildlife carers
WILDLIFE rehabilitators play an important role across 
the state, and particularly in our green wedge areas, by 
dedicating their time and money to rescue and rehabilitate 
injured or displaced wildlife and release them back into 
the wild. 
Applications are now open for the Victorian Government’s 
Wildlife Rehabilitator Grants program, which supports 
wildlife shelters across the state. 
To support the vital work of wildlife carers, the Victorian 
Government is providing a total of $230,000 for wildlife 
rehabilitators through Wildlife Victoria’s, Wildlife 
Rehabilitator Grants program. 
Member for Eastern Metro Region, Sonja Terpstra said: “It’s 
important to acknowledge and support the selfless work of 
our dedicated wildlife shelter operators and foster carers 
in the Eastern Metro Region.”

“These grants help wildlife carers cover the day-to-day costs 
of running their service including vet fees and supplies, 
feed for the animals, and enclosures for the wildlife to live 
in while they are rehabilitated. 
“This is about supporting the volunteers who house, feed 
and care for our wildlife when they need it most.” 
Authorised wildlife shelter operators and foster carers 
can apply for grants of up to $3,000 for equipment, 
infrastructure, consumables, education and training. 
Ms Terpstra said, “I encourage wildlife shelter operators and 
foster carers based in the Eastern Metro Region to apply for 
these grants to support this important work.” 
Applications close at 3:30pm on Wednesday October 13, 
2021. 
For more information and to apply, visit: 
wildlife.vic.gov.au/grants/wildlife-rehabilitator-grants. 
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Explore nature this Spring

BY SANDI MILLER
CELEBRATE GETTING outside and up close to nature with 
an exciting range of online and outdoor activities as part 
of the annual Spring Outdoors program.
Nillumbik, Banyule and Manningham councils have 
teamed up to present the program across September, 
October and November.
With COVID-19 restrictions continuing, the calendar of 
events kicks off with a great range of online information 
sessions and tutorials to do at home to help beat lockdown 
boredom. 
Events scheduled for later in spring will be determined by 
the current COVID guidelines. 
Many of those planned to take place in person will be able 
to switch to online as required to help keep our community 
safe. 
Keep an eye on your Council’s website for the latest updates.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said this year’s Spring 
Outdoors program would offer something for everyone 
including home growers, nature lovers, kids and families 
in a COVID-safe manner.
“Here in Nillumbik, our environment and opportunities 
to connect with nature are highly valued,” Cr Perkins said.
“As the weather starts to warm and sunnier days beckon, 
there’s no better time to get outside and enjoy our gardens 
and local parks, or take a walk or ride on our fantastic 
trails.”
Online activities coming up include an information session 
on Aboriginal agriculture and a four-part webinar series 
on carbon farming. 

Looking to keep the kids busy? 
Download the Nillumbik Nature Treasure Hunt postcard 
and see what you can find in your backyard, on your next 
walk or at the local park. 
Or join the online sessions about water bugs, chooks for 
kids and families, and backyard guinea pigs.
Banyule are hosting a range of activities including a 
Breakfast with the Birds, a twilight sanctuary tour, and a 
sustainable house day.
And in Nillumbik you can learn how to be more sustainable 
with online workshops on recycling, all things reusable and 
using cloth nappies. 
Manningham also has a series of interactive and educational 
events, activities and workshops, which are free and are 
suitable for children, families and anyone with an interest 
in gardening, sustainability and wellbeing. 
“With the weather warming up, this is a great time to learn 
about our environment and pick up new tips for our own 
gardens,” said Cr Perkins.
No matter where you are, you can join the Aussie Backyard 
Bird Count from October 18–24.
The national birding event is a great way to connect with 
the birds in your garden, while the Great Southern Bio Blitz 
from October 22–25 is a way to help scientists learn more 
about the wildlife in Nillumbik.
For more information on these exciting events and more, 
and to register to attend, go to:

• nillumbik.vic.gov.au/spring-outdoors
• manningham.vic.gov.au/spring-outdoors or
• banyule.vic.gov.au/Events-activities/Major-events/

Spring-Outdoors-Festival.
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WILLIAM BARAK is the most famous of all Woiwurrung 
leaders and was born in September 1823 at Brushy Creek 
near the Yarra River in Wonga Park.
This suburb was named after Barak’s cousin Simon Wonga, 
whom Barak succeeded as Wurundjeri leader in 1874.
Barak and Wonga were both present at the historic meeting 
with Batman on June 6, 1835.
At the time, Barak was almost 12 and Wonga almost 14.
Ever since then, there has been controversy about where 
the so-called “treaty” meeting was really held.
The Merri Creek near Rushall Station has long been the 
political front runner.
About 2012, I was shown a document dictated by William 
Barak when he was 65 in 1888, and I had not seen it before.
The document was a brief but rather discursive account of 
the 1835 meeting with Batman.
When I read the document I could hardly believe my eyes 
as it completely contradicted conventional wisdom.
The problem was that unless you had some understanding 
of the traditional Aboriginal mindset, it would not make 
sense.
I therefore took a copy of Barak’s document and began to 
tease out these hidden meanings.
After this I carefully studied with new eyes, Batman’s 
purported daily account of his six days in Melbourne and 
his report to Governor Arthur.
There were some stark discrepancies between the two 
documents, which would be apparent to any reader.
However, some other outright falsehoods would only be 
apparent if you had some knowledge of Aboriginal land 
use and navigation practices.
There were therefore a number of irreconcilable differences 
between the accounts of Batman and Barak, and of course 
I preferred to believe Barak.
He was after all a man of impeccable character and 
integrity, whereas Batman was a proven liar, braggart, 
swindler, lecher and murderer.
But apart from that he was a good bloke.
Take for example Batman’s claim that in each of the first four 
days, he walked 30 miles before meeting the Woiwurrung.
That is 120 miles in four days.
Not even a fully fit army commando would be capable of 
such a feat.
Batman at the time had tertiary stage syphilis and was dead 
four years later.
He spent the last year of his life being trundled around in 
a wheelbarrow.
So, let’s throw his diary to one side and look at what Barak 
said.
Batman brought seven Sydney Aboriginal men with him as 
guides and interpreters, but strangely never really mentions 
them after arriving in Melbourne.
Barak on the other hand tells us that Batman gave his 

Sydney men a couple of bags of potatoes and told them to 
make contact with the locals and arrange a meeting.
To cite Barak’s own words:

“Batman sent some potatoes from Melbourne to the camp 
of the Yarra blacks.
Then the Blacks travel to Idelberg.
All the Blacks camp at Muddy Creek.”

This can only mean that Batman moored his boat at present-
day Melbourne then instructed his Sydney men to take gifts 
of potatoes in a northeast direction, where smoke had been 
seen from the Bay.
The Sydney guides then travelled along the plainly visible 
Songline route out to Heidelberg.
Barak’s concluding snippet then explained that the Sydney 
men were told at Heidelberg that the Elders were already 
meeting at “Muddy Creek”, which translates in Woiwurrung 
to Kurrum Yallock.
This was in fact the name recorded by the Aboriginal 
Protector William Thomas, as being the original name of 
the Plenty River.
In contrast, “Merri” means rocky in Woiwurrung, so the 
meeting was not held on “Rocky Creek” as is now so widely 
believed.
None other than William Barak says this is so, and he was 
there.
The main source of authority saying it was on the Merri 
Creek was John Pascoe Fawkner, and he was not there.
It is also instructive that Gellibrand, the lawyer in Batman’s 
syndicate, is the person who named it the Plenty River.
Gellibrand also confirmed that this was indeed where 
Batman’s meeting was held.
Having some knowledge of Aboriginal geography and the 
course of traditional Aboriginal Songlines was instrumental 
in reconstructing Batman’s real itinerary, not the phony 
one in his diary.
To Batman’s Sydney guides the landmarks and features 
along the Songlines would have stood out like neon lights.
When the ship docked at the William Street falls, they simply 
followed the Songline up what is now William Street, past 
the law courts and Victoria Market to the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital.
There the Songline split into three, Flemington Road, Sydney 
Road and across Melbourne University to Heidelberg Road.
Once they had made contact at Heidelberg, the Sydney 
men returned to advise Batman and guide him to 
Greensborough.
After the meeting they returned by a more direct route.
One of the few accurate journal notes Batman made was 
that to get back to their ship, they walked “12miles in a 
south-west direction”.
Have a look at the Melways.
It stands out like a sore thumb that this was the Plenty Road 
Songline.

ABOUT JIM

Jim Poulter is a local history author.
His articles are freely available by googling Reconciliation 
Manningham or visiting their Facebook page.

Birrarung

BY JIM POULTER

Barak’s account of meeting Batman
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Ensuring a safe climate future

AS AN ELTHAM resident for more than 40 years I consider 
myself lucky to be living in this beautiful part of the world 
surrounded by abounding nature.
It certainly helps me cope with the restrictions we are 
experiencing during the Covid lockdown.
However, Nillumbik Shire is one of the highest bushfire risk 
areas in the world.
We were lucky to escape major fires in the 2019/20 bushfires 
but it is only a matter of time before we will have to face them 
again.
Climate Change will increase these devastations as 
our climate heats further and becomes more extreme, 
according to the world’s top climate scientists, the UN IPCC 
(Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change).
They say that the world is at a crucial time and we must 
act urgently to prevent widespread climate disaster (6th 
Assessment report released this August).
They are calling on the whole world to act, and to commit to 
do this at the UN Glasgow Conference.
If we all do so, followed by appropriate action, the world has 
a chance to achieve a safe climate.
Some people think Australia’s population is too small to 
make a difference.
But we can, because we are the world’s second-largest thermal 
coal exporter, (used for electricity generation according to 
Australian Government — Geoscience Australia).
Also if Australia acts effectively, this could help influence 
other countries to do likewise.
The UN Secretary-General António Guterres posted 
on Twitter following the report, saying the “evidence is 
irrefutable”.

“Greenhouse gas emissions are choking our planet & placing 
billions of people in danger.
Global heating is affecting every region on Earth, with many 
of the changes becoming irreversible.
We must act decisively now to avert a climate catastrophe.”

Some erroneously think that solar and wind power are not 
reliable energy sources, as they are intermittent.
However, this can be resolved with fast response technologies 
such as batteries, pumped hydro and solar thermal, which 
can be turned on and off, or ramped up and down to balance 
electricity supply, says the Climate Council.
Some say that nuclear energy will have to be part of the 
energy mix as we move from fossil fuels.
Nuclear energy has problems with safety — radioactive 
waste storage and the danger of nuclear war.
One problem is finding stable places to store the waste for 
hundreds of thousands of years.
Also, plants are slow and expensive to build and action has 
to be fast.
On average, nuclear power stations take a decade to build 
and it is questionable if they are appropriate for Australia.
Then there are concerns of disasters like the Fukushima and 
Chernobyl nuclear accidents.
For instance Germany, which is not very sunny, is closing 
its nuclear plants according to the International Atomic 
Energy Agency 2020.
Additionally, a 2020 study confirms wind, solar and storage 
are cheaper than coal, gas and nuclear costs.
Some people are concerned that the end of fossil fuel use will 
result in high unemployment for former fossil fuel workers.
But Think Tanks such as Beyond Zero Emissions suggest 
there are more jobs in the renewable sector than in traditional 
fossil fuel industries and that former fossil workers could be 
retrained to transition into clean energy jobs.
Australian economist Ross Garnaut, in his book Superpower: 
Australia’s low carbon opportunity suggests adapting quickly 
to clean renewable energy could make Australia prosperous.
The UN Secretary-General António Guterres said in 
response to the IPCC latest report that solutions were clear.
“Inclusive and green economies, prosperity, cleaner air and 
better health are possible for all, if we respond to this crisis 
with solidarity and courage”.
The August UN IPCC report said that it was “a code red for 
humanity”.
“The alarm bells are deafening, and the evidence is 
irrefutable”.
Our children and grandchildren deserve to live in a safe 
climate as we have.
We must do all we can to ensure a safe climate future.
Science clarifies how we can do this.
We can influence our political leaders, particularly with the 
looming Federal elections.
We can say that our vote will be influenced by their 
emergency action for a safe climate future.

Marguerite Marshall is an Eltham resident and a 
journalist, who was trained by Al Gore as a climate reality 
project leader.

OPINION

BY MARGUERITE MARSHALL

Karolina Larbey

Homebodies

Artscape
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From drydock to the high seas

I’M IN THE SHIPYARD trying to fit a massive pagoda bridge 
on the front of my newly-designed battleship, getting it ready 
to take to the high seas.
Its spacious decks and modern communications suite will 
surely give me an advantage over the enemy!
But I also need my battleship to mount 20” guns, generate 
more than 30 knots, and have upgraded armour on the main 
deck.
The design screen sounds a warning and generates large red 
lettering: ship is overweight and over budget.
My frustration is palpable; I must compromise.
I end up skimping on bulkheads and flooding protection to 
keep my ship under the weight restriction — to a disastrous 
outcome when I finally meet the enemy in battle!
Half an hour into the duel, a torpedo slams into my side and 
my ship founders and slips beneath the waves, all because I 
skimmed on bulkheads and flooding protection to keep my 
pagoda bridge and 20” guns.
Such are the compromise decisions you are constantly 
forced to make when designing your warships in Game-Labs’ 
Ultimate Admiral: Dreadnoughts.
Still in early access, this simulation of naval warfare when 
battleships ruled the waves has a unique twist: you get to 
design and build your ships before committing them to battle.
There are budget limits, weight restrictions and technology 
caps.
You have to make choices and compromises all along the 
design process, as you simply cannot have it all.
You may choose, for example, to design and field a series of 
heavily armoured, up-gunned battle wagons that are very 
slow.
Or fast, agile battlecruisers that compromise on the weight 
of armour and size of gun.
Choices are at the heart of this game.
The fascinating experience that Ultimate Admiral: 
Dreadnoughts gives its players is the immediate, real-time 
feedback on design decisions.
Each has a real-time consequence when you finally launch 
your ships and engage the enemy in battle.

That speed that came at the expense of heavy armour? You’ll 
regret it when a heavy shell does manage to land a hit.
And all that armour and big guns on your lumbering battle 
wagons? It will have consequences if those speedy enemy 
destroyers do manage to nip in and launch torpedos into 
your side.
All this happens in gorgeous, atmospheric, 3D graphics.
The seascapes are suitably moody and stormy, with 
whitecaps, foam and reflections adding to the sense of grand 
scale in the battles.
Shells kick up massive waterspouts around their targets and 
hits result in billowing clouds of black and grey smoke.
Torpedo trails lance through the water toward their targets 
like questing fingers and ships heave and roll in the swell.
Beautiful.
Managing the various parts of your fleet is made easy by a 
series of command interfaces at the bottom and along the 
sides of your screen.
This is crucial, because when the shells start flying, the ability 
to manoeuvre your ships competently means the difference 
between success and failure.
The last thing you want are your two battle lines colliding 
mid-ocean when the enemy is raining down gunfire!
The game has big plans.
At present, there is a quick battle generator where you can 
try out your designs in actual battle.
But the developers plan a full, real time campaign experience 
where you will have to design your fleet, and then deploy 
them across the globe to advance your interests.
And just like the design phase, you’ll never have enough ships 
for the job — so choices will need to be made.

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall. 

PLAYER ONE

BY SAM BROWN

Images courtesy Game-Labs / Steam
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Put the wow factor into your pack design

NOW IS THE TIME to review the packaging of your 
products.
COVID has changed the rules of retail shopping.
No longer do you buy everything at traditional retail outlets 
— consider the deluge of purchases that arrive at your home 
via online selection.
Packaging of today must immediately reflect a brands 
personality.
If you are contemplating a new packaging design, then here 
are a few trends for 2022 and beyond.
You must decide to either risk the unusual or settle for the 
ordinary. 
If you select the latter the design must remain relevant and 
flexible enough to embrace cut-through ideas capable of 
producing high-impact results.
The return on investment in new packaging is exceptional 
provided you follow trends.
Always ensure the product name is the star of the show.
Overall, the pack design should be clean, uncluttered — 
minimalisation is king.
Trending are small technical drawings — almost anatomical 
— of the product inside the pack.
Use blocks of colour and use it imaginatively, a few wine 

growers are using blocks of colour on labels that standout 
on retail shelves.
University research reveals 81 per cent of consumers are 
drawn by emotion to decide which brand to buy.
So, if your brand has an interesting story, explain it briefly, 
with well-chosen words and line drawn graphics on the 
pack.
Nostalgia sells.
Depending on what is inside the pack, include a transparent 
window, as consumers want to see what they are 
considering buying.
Before you press the go button to start printing there is one 
more — and possibly the most important — step.
Get an independent to double check the copy on the pack, 
and that the pack conforms to all corporate regulations.
Next is to have a qualified market researcher pre-test the 
pack design(s) — don’t rely on gut feel.
Whether it is food, drinks, animal feed, or whatever every 
pack/label needs to be reviewed NOW so that your brand 
has WOW.

ABOUT JOHN

Marketing guru John O’Keefe is an award-winning 
marketing consultant. Call him on 0408 344 905  
i f  y o u  n e e d  s o m e  h e l p  w i t h  y o u r  m a r k e t i n g .
Next issue John will look at benefits of exhibiting at 
industry trade fairs, and some killer ideas to attract people  
to your display.

BRAND

BY JOHN O’KEEFE

Accessible parks for all Victorians
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
PARKS VICTORIA says it will continue to connect people 
with nature and create a more inclusive environment by 
developing a new Disability Action Plan.
Now open for community engagement, Parks Victoria is 
seeking ideas and feedback on the first stage of the plan, 
to help guide priorities and actions needed to welcome all 
people to Victoria’s precious landscapes.
Parks Victoria is committed to enabling visitors living with 
a disability to enjoy the health and wellbeing benefits from 
being in nature with their families and friends.
Encompassing park access and experiences, volunteering 
and employment opportunities with Parks Victoria, the 
plan will also align with the priorities of the Victorian 
Government’s new State Disability Plan when released.
The plan will set priorities and actions for the next four 
years and continue the work already being done to provide 
parks for everyone, including improving and creating more 
accessible environments for visitors with a disability.
In the past few years Parks Victoria has launched or 
expanded a range of initiatives for disabled people, 
including online resources for children with autism, the 
TrailRider program to enable better access for wheelchair 
users and a developing partnership with Blind Sports 
and Recreation Victoria to deliver the “walk in the park 
program” for blind or vision impaired people.

Parks Victoria will be running a series of online focus groups 
and a survey for community feedback. 
Support is available for all participants throughout the 
consultation process, including Auslan interpreters and 
live closed captioning.
Since the previous Disability Action Plan 2017-20, Parks 
Victoria has enhanced consultation with communities, 
improved access to parks and provided more volunteering 
and educational opportunities for all Victorians.
For more information, to register for a focus group or to 
complete a survey, please visit: 
engage.vic.gov.au/parks-disability-action-plan,
or call 13 19 63.

Photo courtesy Parks Victoria/ Tim Marcus
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Pedalling through lockdown

BY JOZICA KUTIN, NATALIE PAPEZ 
AND KARINA VITIRITTI 
WARRANDYTE MOUNTAIN BIKE CLUB 
WITH A BIGGER bubble and four hours of exercise 
allowed, now is the perfect time to take on 
MTB3113’s cycle challenge.
The 13.5 kilometre Orange Route has a great mix of 
gruelling climbs, fast downhills and a meandering 
finish along the Warrandyte riverside.
Cycling not your thing? 
This is also a great circuit for runners and walkers.
Results from this challenge will appear in the 
October edition of WD Bulletin.

Time for a lockdown cycle challenge: the Warrandyte MTB 
Classic (Orange Route – 13.5km).
All our routes are mapped by a cartographer (Karina Vitiritti) 
and the tracks used are legal for bicycles and are on public 
land.
This trail connects the pockets of state park in Warrandyte —
the River Reserve, Black Flat, The Common and Fourth Hill.
Take extra care on shared paths in and around Warrandyte.

Always give way to people, horses, kangaroos, echidnas 
and wombats.
The route is also suitable for trail runners and walkers.
What to do:

• Visit 2kmfromhome.com/10km to check this is within 
your 10km radius.

• Use the QR code below to view and download the 
route.

• Upload the GPX to your usual device.
Do as many loops as you can in September.
Send in any pictures and/or stories from your loop 
adventures to bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au and see 
the results of the challenge in October’s WD Bulletin.
Have fun out there and ride away those lockdown blues.
If you would like detailed description of the route, visit  the 
route archive (see below for details).
This challenge is a collaboration between Warrandyte Diary 
and Warrandyte MTB Club, to see our archive of previously 
published maps visit:
warrandytediary.com.au/cycle-warrandyte.
Find the Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club on Strava:  
www.strava.com/clubs/66242
And on facebook:  
facebook.com/groups/1464589467107634
October’sWarrandyte Diary will feature a route taking in 
the Main Yarra Trail and Candlebark Park.
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Advertise with us 
The WD Bulletin has readers across 

Nillumbik and Manningham — and beyond.

Growing physical and digital circulation
and strong connection to community.

Talk to us about our value-for-money rates. 
bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au

9844 0555

W A R R A N D Y T E

bulletin

Get a spring in your step
BY JAMES POYNER
THE WEATHER is definitely getting warmer, and with our 
radius extended to 10 kilometres, now is the perfect time 
to venture out a little further.
Although the chance to explore our leafy surrounds should 
be reason enough to spend an extended time in nature, 
sometimes it just isn’t.
However, there are a number of virtual events currently 
underway that may inspire you to slip on the runners and 
go for a walk or a run.

Run to support the CFA
The iconic Run for the 
Firies (RftF) fun run is, 
unfortunately, once again 
unable to proceed as a 
physical event. 
Its last “run” was held in 
2019.
In 2020, the run organisers 
planned to have a virtual 
event, but were unable to 
execute the plan.

Regular RftF runners looked towards 2021 with the 
possibility of not only the return to the familiar course — 
taking on sections of both Diamond Creek and Aquaduct 
trails – including the thigh-breaking Allendale Road climb 
– but also a chance to run the inaugural 21km course.
The Pandemic and subsequent state lockdowns have meant 
that the 2021 event will be virtual, but for locals, there is still 
a chance to run the actual course.
Run for the Firies is organised by, run, and raises money for 
Kangaroo Ground and Research CFA Brigades.
It is an important part of helping raise vital funds to keep 
our volunteer fire brigades ready to protect our community 
and the event, which will this year be held — virtually — on 
October 24.
The timing of the event is also an important reminder to 
make sure your block is cleared and your fire plan is up-

to-date before you hit the trails.
Registration for the 2021 event costs $25, regardless of 
whether you run or walk 4km, 6km or 10.6km.
Register at runsforthefiries.com.

Reimagining an Australian Classic
In 1983, aged 61, Albert Ernest Clifford “Cliff” Young, a 
Victorian potato farmer and athlete, ran and won the 
inaugural Westfield Sydney to Melbourne Ultramarathon — 
a race which covered 875km between Westfield Parramatta, 
in Sydney and Westfield Doncaster — running the distance 
in work overalls and work boots, finishing in five days, 15 
hours and four minutes.
The race was staged for nine consecutive years.
The popularity of ultrarunning is growing exponentially in 
Australia, but especially in Victoria, pre-COVID, there were 
not many weekends throughout the year where someone 
in the State was not hosting a 50km, 100km, 100-mile or 
200-mile event.
While Coronavirus has put a hold on events, the passion of 
its participants is stronger than ever.
Mirrum Wurnit Athletics (MW) is currently running 
its second virtual ultramarathon event, the Sydney to 
Melbourne Virtual Ultramarathon — 1000 kilometres in 
100 days.
That’s averaging 10km a day for 100 days.
Participants run or walk, or a combination of both 
(sometimes even with the dog), each day then upload their 
“distance” to a dedicated website.
For the 2021 edition, MW have added the Adelaide to 
Melbourne and Mildura to Melbourne virtual events 
covering 700km and 500km respectively.
The virtual event started in September 16, if you are 
interested in entering, visit thebackpaddockultra.com 
but note, as we go to print, we are on day four of 100, so 
the longer you leave it, the less time you will have to run.
There are number of “local” runners taking part in the 
Sydney to Melbourne virtual event this year  — so finding 
a friend to run or walk with should not be difficult.
Whatever you do, enjoy the outdoors this spring.



RSL Doncaster 
Established 1919 

 

Invitation 
Our 40th 

Vietnam Veterans   
Commemoration Service 

 
 

MMoonnddaayy    1188tthh    OOccttoobbeerr    22002211      @@      1111..1155aamm  
  

Cnr Doncaster Road & Leeds Street. Doncaster East 
 

• 55th Anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. 
 
• 50th Anniversary – Cessation of Australian 

Combat operations in Vietnam.  
 

11.15am Start -   Music and seated. 

11.30am   –   Welcome MC & Opening Hymn 

Guest Speaker  -   Mr Bob Elworthy AM. 

Prayers, Vietnam Oration, National Anthems 

12 noon   -  Conclusion  

Laying of the wreaths and BBQ Luncheon. (Free) 

RSVP: Email; rsldoncastersubbranch@gmail.com 
or Mobile; 0409 518 744 -Dennis Clarke -Vietnam Veteran 

Honour the dead but fight like hell for the living!  
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