
“Everyone must row with the oars he has”  
— English proverb

P.O. Box 143, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Office: 9844 2409
Brian: 0412 011 946
Hien: 0448 012 728

E: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au
W: www.ptasaccountants.com.au

PERSONALISED TAXATION & 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES P/L

CERTIFIED PRACTISING ACCOUNTANTS

Super advice will be provided by Personalised 
Taxation and Accounting Services as an 
authorised representative of SMSF Advisers 
Network Pty. Ltd. AFSL No.: 430062

IT’S TAX TIME
Refer to our new website for more 

information: ptasaccountants.com.au
Speak to us now - we welcome 

business and personal tax enquiries

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

f� the c�munity by the c�munity

W A R R A N D Y T E

We specialise in 
helping businesses

INSIDE

Welcome to wonguim wilam. The park adjacent to the Warrandyte Bridge has been given its name. Pronounced 
Won-goom Will-um and meaning “boomerang place”, the name was chosen in consultation with local Elder Aunty 
Doreen of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation. The upgraded park had been 
known until now as Lions Park since the service club relinquished the old tennis courts to make way for the new 
space. Read the full story on Page 5.
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra 
River, some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked 
hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became 
the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established 
its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river 
valley. Around 1900, the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were 
joined by a number of young painters who were founding the Australian 
nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural 
beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte has 
been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression 
of that spirit.
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 

We return to our roots and sift 
through the Warrandyte Diary 
archives to find how Warrandyte 
has changed (or hasn’t at all) 
over the past 50 years.

SEPTEMBER 1971, Page 1

ENVIRONMENT  
LEAGUE FORMED

CHECKING ON DEVELOPMENT
The Warrandyte Environment League, with 
a brief to watch carefully over the future 
development of the area, was formed at a 
packed public meeting in the Mechanics’ 
Hall last month.
Called as a protest by a group of citizens 
dismayed at recent “development” trends 
which they interpret as leading to the 
possible destruction of Warrandyte as 
we now know it, the meeting listened to 
several speakers on conservation, asked 

many questions and took part in lively 
discussion.
Present at the meeting were local councillors 
Rush, Buxton, Edwards (Doncaster and 
Templestowe) and Mrs. Pelling (Eltham). 
Crs Rush and Buxton answered many 
questions put to them by residents.
Many residents expressed their dismay at 
the encroaching spread of suburbia and 
emphasised that it was up to the people of 
Warrandyte to form their own organisation 
and act in defence of their village and its 
natural charm.
Particular reference was made to the havoc 
being caused by the current subdivision in 
Harris Gully Road. 
One speaker described this development 
as the “front line in the battle to save 
Warrandyte”.

DIG TRENCHES
“The bulldozers are out there digging the 
trenches at this very moment,” he said. 
Other residents spoke with disquiet 
about proposed subdivisions in Kangaroo 
Ground Road, the Pound Road area and in 
particular a planned development between 
Webb Street and David Road, described by 
one speaker as “very much a second-class 
subdivision.”

Chairman for the night, Mr Keith Wilson, 
handled a difficult job with tact and 
skill and was largely responsible for the 
meeting being so successful.

COMMITTEE
The meeting then went on to elect a 
foundation committee of fifteen to the 
Environment League.
The League committee held its inaugural 
meeting last week and immediately swung 
into action within the terms of the working 
brief handed down to it by the public 
gathering.
Three sub-committees were formed in 
an effort to streamline the League’s wide 
scope of immediate and future activities. 
These groups will cope with “immediate 
problems”, research, public relations, and 
the league’s proposed constitution.

OFFICE-BEARERS
Office-bearers of the league are: president, 
Mr D. Ingersole; chairman, Mr B. Day; 
vice-chairman, Mr R. Morton; secretary, 
Mr J. Stevens; treasurer, Mr T. Jilek. 
The first “action” resolution passed by 
the new committee reads: “That this 
committee opposes the desecration of 
crown lands.”

Subscribe now

warrandytediary.com.au 
to sign up to our mailing list

Get the
Warrandyte Diary  
straight to your inbox
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A Woi-wurrung name for our park 
By SUSAN FOREMAN
THE UPGRADED park and land along 
the Yarra River in Warrandyte, locally 
known as Lions Park, will be given an 
official Woi-wurrung name to reflect 
the language, culture and heritage of 
the local Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung 
people.

Once endorsed by Council at its 
September meeting, the park will be 
officially named wonguim wilam. 

Following earlier consultation 
with key stakeholders, Manningham 
Council met with the Warrandyte Lions 
Club and Masterplan Community 
Reference Group, who showed support 
to adopt a Woi-wurrung name for the 
park. 

Council has worked with Aunty 
Doreen and the Wurundjeri Woi-
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal 
Corporation, who has provided the 
park name of “wonguim wilam” 
[pronounced “won-goom willum”], 
which means “boomerang place”. 

Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew 
Conlon said Council’s commitment 
to reconciliation is underpinned 
by respect for the rich and complex 
nature of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung 
culture and heritage and thanked the 
Warrandyte Lions Club for taking 
up this important opportunity in 
reconciliation. 

“While Council has committed to 
creating equity, equality and building 
relationships, and is close to finalising 
our Reconciliation Action Plan , 
reconciliation requires a commitment 
from the whole community,” he said. 

“The Lions Club has shown their 
willingness to be a community leader 
by supporting this name change.” 

In the coming weeks the precinct will 
officially adopt the Woi-wurrung name 
approved by the Wurundjeri Woi-
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal 

Corporation, honouring the original 
owners of the land. 

“We would like to thank past and 
present members of the Warrandyte 
Lions Club of the last 40-plus years 
for maintaining the park and the 
tennis courts, as well as contributing 
$45,000 towards the latest exercise 
equipment,” Cr Conlon said. 

Warrandyte Lions Club President 
David Englefield said it was an honour 
to look after the park and provide a 
much loved gathering space for the 
community over the last four decades. 

“The Lions Club has always been 
looking to make a difference and 
improve the lives of the Warrandyte 
people and others in our community,” 
he said. 

“Reconciliation is important and 
this is an incredible opportunity 
for us to work with Council and 
with due consultation, provide 
leadership in honouring First Nations 
communities.” 

Works on the playspace upgrade are 
anticipated to begin early next year 
and completed by mid-2022. 

The completed upgrade of the 
park will feature significant signage 
taking visitors on a journey through 
its history and the involvement of the 
Warrandyte Lions Club. 

Manningham will continue to work 
with the Warrandyte Lions Club on 
recognising their contributions on a 
plaque and interpretive signage.

Manningham will continue to work 
with the Warrandyte Lions Club, 
Warrandyte Historical Society and the 
Warrandyte Community Association 
on the maintenance of the park to 
ensure it honours its past and present 
custodians.

An official naming ceremony is 
planned to be held when COVID 
restrictions allow.

Old Warrandyte  
Police House update

By SUSAN FOREMAN
WORK HAS COMMENCED to 
prepare the Old Warrandyte Police 
House as emergency housing.

The Old Warrandyte Police 
House, situated next to the 
Warrandyte Police station, used 
to be the home to police officers 
who were stationed at Warrandyte.

The house was then used for 
emergency housing for 20 years, 
until being put up for sale in 
early 2019 by the Department of 
Housing.

However, following advocacy 
work by community groups and 
representations made to the 
Minister for Housing Richard 
Wynne MP by Sonja Terpstra MP, 
Member for Eastern Metropolitan 
R e g i o n ,  a n d  M e m b e r  f o r 
Warrandyte Ryan Smith MP, it 
was announced in December 
2019, that the Old Warrandyte 
Police House would be retained 

and upgraded by Homes Victoria.
Ms Terpstra responded to 

speculation that the upgrade 
works for the property were to 
prepare the property for sale.

“I would like to reassure the 
community that the house is not 
being sold.

“We promised that we would 
save the Old Warrandyte Police 
House, and that is exactly what 
we have done,” Ms Terpstra said. 

She said the property was added 
to the upgrade program and 
works commenced in June 2021, 
however, there have been delays 
due to COVID-19 restrictions and 
a lack of building materials.

Following the completion of 
the upgrade works, the property 
will be utilised for emergency 
accommodation, and will be 
managed by the Salvation Army 
with the support of Kara House for 
Family Violence.

Photo courtesy Manningham Council 
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What is your COVID disaster plan?
By JAMES POYNER
T H E  A N N O U N C E M E N T  o n 
Wednesday,  September 1 that 
lockdown would continue was no 
surprise.

Increasing Coronavirus cases in 
Victoria and mystery cases mean the 
curfew, five reasons to leave home 
and the restrictions we have been 
living with for the past month will 
continue for at least another three 
weeks.

In the face of the Delta strain, keeping 
our friends, family, neighbours, and 
community safe is only possible with 
good hygiene practices, following the 
health mandates, and getting tested 
— essentially, we need a COVID 
disaster plan, we need to know the 
rules, and what our triggers are to 
isolate and get tested.

The focus now is on vaccination, with 
the State Government announcing a 
handful of “easings”, which would 
begin on September 23 if the State hits 
its 70 per cent first dose vaccination 
target.

With 895 locally acquired active 
cases, Premier Daniel Andrews 
indicated the next few weeks will 
not be easy and that it may get worse 
before it gets better.

“These last few days have seen a 
dramatic change in the nature and 
number of cases coming forward,” 
he said.

He also noted the State had two 
“peaks”; the number of active cases 
and the number of people vaccinated.

“We must suppress case numbers to 
buy us time to get people vaccinated.”

It is apparent from the language 
used in the press conference and 
with the incentives of an expanded 
home radius, exercise time, and other 
outdoor activities that the push now 
is to meet our vaccination targets, 

with the Premier noting the State 
can manage a “pandemic of the 
unvaccinated” but only if that group 
is “small”.

There is no doubt that lockdown 
fatigue has set in and to add to the 
stress of an unfortunately familiar 
situation, local businesses and events 
are once again feeling the brunt of the 
battle against COVID-19.

But Warrandyte is familiar with 
disaster planning, our community 
does it every year with bushfire and, 
more recently, severe storm events.

Planning to protect ourselves 
against Coronavirus is and should 
be no different, and as a community 
that leads by example during bushfire 
season, we need to lead by example 
during lockdown.

Currently,  State Government 
mandates there are only five reasons 
to leave your premises:

• essential work (permitted work 
only)

• essential shopping and services 
(one person per household per 
day)

• exercise (maximum of two hours 
per day, maximum of two people 
plus dependents, regardless of 
whether they live in the same 
household or not)

• care and caregiving
• for a COVID-19 test or to get a 

vaccination

For the moment, the villages of 
Yarra ward have escaped the label 
of “exposure site” but with sites 
appearing in neighbouring suburbs, 
along with the highly infectious 
nature of the Delta strain, it might be a 
“when” instead of an “if” Coronavirus 
comes to visit.

The focus turns to vaccination
For school-aged kids, Term 3 will 

continue with remote learning and 
there is no decision announced yet 
for Term 4.

However, playgrounds have now 
reopened — with the understanding 
that it is for children under 12 only, 
that they are accompanied by only 
one parent/carer.

The parent/carer will also have to 
check in with a QR code and will not 
be allowed to take off their mask to eat 
or drink while supervising.

The closure of playgrounds has been 
a point of contention in this recent 
lockdown, with many choosing to 
ignore the mandate or even vandalise 
notices and tape to restrict access.

For Year 12s there is good news, the 
GAT has been scheduled for October 
5 and will be sat in-school.

To help with vaccination targets 
the State Government announced 
a program to get Year 12 students 
vaccinated between September 7 
and 17, in State Vaccination Hubs, as 
a priority.

Students will be able to book 
a p p o i n t m e n t s  f r o m  Tu e s d a y , 
September 6.

The rollout of this scheme will be 
handled by the student’s school, 
who will be in contact with students/
parents.

Vaccination is not a silver bullet, 
around the globe, countries with 
relatively high vaccination rates are 
still reporting thousands of daily 
Coronavirus cases; on August 29, the 
UK government reported 78.4 per 
cent of the population double dosed 
and 33,196 new positive COVID-19 
positive tests. 

But what is telling is the death rate, 
which reached 1,200 deaths per day 
in early January, at the start of their 

vaccine rollout, and is now around the 
50–60 deaths per day.

Closer to home, vaccination is now 
open to anyone aged 16 or older with 
vaccination available for those aged 
12–15 year from September 13 and 
will be available through your General 
Practitioner.

Our region is tracking well in terms 
of a percentage of vaccinations 
delivered. 

Some Bayside areas are reporting 
up to 46 per cent of adults vaccinated, 
while some outer suburbs in the city’s 
west such as Hume are lagging with a 
less than 25 per cent fully vaccinated.

Locally, Nillumbik is tracking well 
with more than 40 per cent of adult 
residents double vaccinated, and 
Manningham not far behind at almost 
37 per cent.

For those aged 16+ there are nearby 
vaccination hubs in Ringwood East 
and Heidelberg Heights where both 

Pfizer and Astra Zeneca appointments 
are available.

For more information about the 
coronavirus vaccination and where 
you can get it, visit www.coronavirus.
vic.gov.au/vaccine.

Tracking the virus
The message from the government 

is to get tested if you have even the 
mildest of symptoms.

• fever
• chills or sweats
• cough
• sore throat
• shortness of breath
• runny nose
• loss or change in sense of smell 

or taste

Visit the State Government’s 
Coronavirus website for the most 
up to date information on testing 
locations: www.coronavirus.vic.
gov.au/where-get-tested-covid-19

LGA
(as at August 30)

First dose 
recipients (%)

Second dose 
recipients (%)

Population 
aged 15+

Banyule 61.2 40.6 107,523

Boroondara 63.4 43 152,935

Brimbank 45.4 25.1 171,362

Casey 47.7 27.8 273,232

Knox 55.4 33.2 135,647

Manningham 57.9 36.7 106,558

Maroondah 56.6 35.1 96,377

Murrindindi 58.5 33.2 12,242

Nillumbik 64.3 40.8 52,476

Whitehorse 56.2 36 149,611

Whittlesea 43.2 25.6 180,925

Yarra Ranges 53.6 31.8 129,169
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By SANDI MILLER
A  M A J O R  C O L L I S I O N  a t  t h e 
intersection at Croydon Road and 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road has seen 
a resurgence of calls for an upgrade to 
the dangerous intersection.

A Police spokesperson told the Diary 
a 24-year-old woman was airlifted to 
hospital with life-threatening injuries 
following a collision between a car and 
a truck just before midday on Friday, 
September 3.

The intersection of Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road/Croydon Road/
Husseys Lane and Brumbys Lane in 
Warrandyte South, known locally as 
“Fiveways” is on a State controlled 
ar ter ial  road managed by the 
Department of Transport (DoT) which 
incorporates VicRoads.

Member of Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith said he had been lobbying the 
government with three successive 
Labor Roads Ministers, “all of which 
have either ignored our community 
or assured us the intersection is safe”.

After years of agitation falling on deaf 
ears at VicRoads, many locals have 
taken to social media to vent their 
anger at the lack of action, with one 
local saying it is an “absolute disgrace 
that VicRoads refuse to do anything 
despite the community pleading for 
years”.

Renny Koerner-Brown created an 
online petition in 2019 that gathered 
more than 1,000 signatures.

Following this most recent accident 
she said: “It hurts my soul that 
after years of fighting VicRoads for 
something to be done, and their 
response to me and Ryan Smith has 
been “not on their radar”.

“What is it going to take to get this 
horrendous intersection “on the … 
radar”?

Former Police Officer and now 
Secretary of South Warrandyte CFA, 
Kim Dixon was first on scene at the 
accident, and has since written to 
Roads Minister Ben Minister, which 
she has shared with the Diary.

“If this isn’t a fatality, it will only 
be by the grace of god,” she wrote, 
after outlining the seriousness of the 
woman’s injuries, and the trauma of 
waiting with her until the Ambulance 
arrived.

She said it is not just the victims of 
the car accidents that occur at this 
intersection that suffer. 

“The workers at the Shell Service 
station, who constantly see and hear 
accidents occurring and then go to 
their assistance. 
The locals that live nearby, that assist 
the victims till emergency services 
arrive.
The Police, Fire and Ambulance 
Services that attend this intersection 
regularly, that just ‘accept’ that 
accidents happen at this intersection, 
as no one will acknowledge that 
there is a major issue there.”
“Ms Dixon asked the Minister “why 

are roadworks being performed 
or proposed at intersection like 
Warrandyte Road and Tortice Drive, 
North Ringwood, that don’t carry 
as much traffic or seem to be less 
accident prone that this intersection. 

“Why are insignificant roundabouts 
and gutter works being performed on 
Knees Road, Park Orchards, where 
there is definitely minimal traffic 
compared to this intersection and 
I would say little to no accidents 
occurring?” she asked. 

Ms Dixon wrote:

“Someone needs to stop saying that 
this intersection is not on Vic Roads 
radar to be fixed.
Bureaucrats that allegedly keep 
informing members of the community 
that there need to be at least 3 deaths 
before they will even look at fixing the 
intersection.
This is not acceptable.
Passing the buck needs to stop and it 
needs to stop now.” 
A spokesperson for the DoT told the 

Diary the Fiveways intersection, is a 
key, high volume access route.

“We will be working with Victoria 
Police to investigate the circumstances 
of the crash — and our thoughts are 
with the victim and her loved ones.
The safety of everyone travelling on 
our roads is our number one priority. 
As part of the investigations we will 
review this intersection and make 
any improvements required to keep 
Victorians on our road network safe.”
T h e  D o T  s p o k e s p e r s o n  s a i d 

a s s e s s m e n t s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e 
intersection are continually being 
made — including working to reduce 
bottlenecks and improve traffic flow.

“We receive many requests each year 
for safety improvements and upgrades 
to intersections, including new traffic 
lights, from across Victoria. 
All requests are prioritised based on 
the extent to which such a treatment 
w ould improve safet y  and/or 
congestion at each intersection.
We consider a range of factors such 
as the number and type of vehicles 
using the intersection, the need to 
cater for pedestrians, the historical 
safety record of the site and the impact 
the improvements would have on the 
surrounding road network.” 

The DoT spokesperson said there 
were six incidents at this intersection 
between 31/12/2016 and 31/12/2020, 

with one serious injury and five other 
injury crashes being reported.

In early 2020 Ryan Smith presented 
a petition with over 1,000 signatures, 
to Victorian Parliament, but Mr Smith 
reported that current Minister Carroll 
said, “the intersection did not need his 
government’s attention”. 

“Will it take a death to finally get 
some action?” Mr Smith said.

Mayor of Manningham, Andrew 
Conlon, has told the Diary  that 
Council has been advocating to the 
State Government about the need for 
improved traffic management of this 
intersection for some time.

“As Mayor, and a local who frequently 
uses this intersection, I am acutely 
aware of the increasing pressure 
and challenges navigating this busy 
suburban intersection with rural type 
roads.

He said Council have been actively 
engaging with the DoT to seek an 
upgrade in this area 

“We have written, and met with 
them, to discuss preferred concepts.

“The Department of Transport have 
said they will investigate further.

He said Council have also been in 
discussion with local State MPS over 

a number years to work with them in 
raising the issues at this intersection.

“In addition to Council advocacy, 
we are aware that the community has 
also been actively advocating for safety 
improvements to the intersection for a 
number of years.

“Council encourages the community 
to continue to advocate to DoT to 
support and add extra weight to 
Council’s advocacy efforts,” Cr Conlon 
said.

He said Council is meeting with DoT 
in early September and will raise the 
urgency of addressing this dangerous 
intersection.

“Our thoughts go out to the people 
and families affected by the accident,” 
said Cr Conlon.

Cr Conlon suggested residents 
should use the “report a road issue” 
portal on the VicRoads website www.
vicroads.vic.gov.au/traffic-and-
road-use/report-a-road-issue, or 
representation can be made to local 
MPs or the Minster for Roads and 
Road Safety.

The Diary has contacted the Minister 
for comment and will continue to 
discuss this ongoing issue online and 
in future editions.

By KAHN FRANKE, 
GREEN WEDGE  
PROTECTION GROUP
NEW COUNCILS are required to 
produce a Community Vision within 
one year of their election. 

Nillumbik has published a draft 
and the community has made its 
comments. 

I sincerely hope that the Council 
takes note of the comments, because 
the draft needs serious work. 

Nillumbik is special and the 
community  knows i t ,  s o  the 
final version should reflect that 
emotion, ambition, imagination and 
aspiration.

The Shire of Nillumbik was created 
by a Government Review in 1994 
out of the local community’s call 
to protect the north eastern green 
wedge. 

The Chair of the Restructure Board 
said at the time that the new shire 
should have “a conservation council 
with the green wedge as its strategic 
focus”.  

Premier Hamer’s characterisation 
of the green wedges as “the lungs 
of Melbourne” remains apt for 
Nillumbik 50 years later. 

The task of new Councils therefore 
is to imagine and tease out what 
this means today in relevant detail, 
emphasising emerging threats and 
opportunities.

The Local Government Act requires 
the Community Vision to embrace at 
least 10 years, but for some unknown 
reason the Council have named their 
draft document ‘Nillumbik 2040’. 

My imagination is probably not 
calibrated well enough to distinguish 
between 10 and 19-year visions of 
Nillumbik. 

In any case, the style is to describe 
the future in the present tense, so 
here are some suggestions.

Nillumbik in 2040:
T h e  c o m m u n i t y ’s  l o v e  f o r 

Nillumbik’s biodiversity is evident 
throughout the Shire, including 
the townships and through good 
roadside management. 

In partnership with the Wurundjeri 
W o i - w u r r u n g  a  c u s t o d i a l 
stewardship of country has seen 
biodiversity and landscape values 
protected and enhanced, and has 
raised community connection with 
environment.

The Shire is known for its restored 
and thriving biodiversity, where 
native wildlife and vegetation 
communities are more widespread, 
healthier, and better connected than 
they were in 2021. 

Habitat links have improved and 
connected intact vegetation across 
the shire ensuring greater resilience, 
especially with climate change 
impacts. 

Waterways have been returned to 
pristine state with regard to water 
flows and water quality.

Rural enterprises unknown 20 

years earlier produce fare on 
Melbourne’s doorstep while passive 
tourism abounds on a network of 
trails stretching from the CBD to 
the Kinglake Ranges and beyond, 
taking advantage of the calendar of 
cultural festivals in the arts, music, 
theatre, lifestyle and environment.

The early adoption of technology 
has placed Nillumbik at  the 
forefront  of  c l imate change 
mitigation, creating a carbon free 
footprint and a thriving home 
based economy. 

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  d o i n g 
better than carbon neutral, has 
minimised waste and enabled 
effective recycling, and continues 
to support an innovative council at 
the cutting edge of biotechnology 
in the reduction of all pollutants.  

Nillumbik in 2021:
2021 saw the release of a study by 

Dana Bergstrom of the Australian 
Antarctic Division laying out 
evidence of the impending collapse 
of 19 ecosystems across Australia 
due to human pressures and global 
warming. 

Closely following was the IPCC 
report outlining the awful future our 
planet faces based on the inadequate 
carbon reduction plans currently in 
place. 

Urgent action is required from 
government at all levels. 

“ N i l l u m b i k  2 0 4 0 ”  i s  t h e 
community’s opportunity to create 
the basis of a plan to optimise 
the wellbeing of its own future 
generations.

Submissions via the Council’s 
website have closed, but your local 
councillor would love to hear from 
you. 

Write, phone, text, tweet, email — 
use every method available to help 
shape your future.

A Vision for Nillumbik Community Centre new 
home for local groups 

By SUSAN FOREMAN
R O O M S  AT  T H E  W a r r a n d y t e 
Community Centre will soon be 
home to the Warrandyte Community 
A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  W a r r a n d y t e 
Community Retirement Housing 
Co-Operative, following a recent 
expression of interest process. 

Other local community groups 
can also expect to be offered the 
opportunity to share the room within 
the centre to undertake outreach 
and awareness activities, as part of 
Warrandyte Community Association’s 
initiative, ‘Bringing the Community 
Back to the Community Centre’. 

Warrandyte Community Association 
a n d  W a r r a n d y t e  C o m m u n i t y 
Retirement Housing Co-Operative will 
also use the space formerly occupied 
by Information Warrandyte to host 
meetings to address local issues such 
as bushfire awareness, planning 
matters, environmental and other 
social community issues. 

WCA President Terry Tovey said the 
WCA was hoping that the Yarra Street 
frontage will help in promoting services 
on offer to the community.

“We hope having this physical street 
presence will raise the profile of many 
of our community organisations and 
make their activities more widely 
known,” he said. 

Terry said a booking portal would be 
available on the WCA’s website soon.

“Our thanks go to the Council for 
providing this boost to community 
engagement,” he said.

Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew 

Conlon said that he was pleased that 
the Manningham City Council facility 
would be able to support the work of 
the two important local organisations. 

Cr Conlon said Manningham Council 
is committed to providing community 
infrastructure that is multi-purpose 
and well utilised. 

“We currently own and maintain 
more than 200 community facilities 
throughout the municipality, including 
libraries, arts facilities and sports 
centres.” 

Warrandyte Community Centre 
is conveniently located in the heart 
of Warrandyte and features quality 
amenities, including a large office/
meeting room, a small storage room 
and shared access to a kitchen and 
bathrooms. 

C o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  a r e 
encouraged to enquire about hiring 
other rooms at the centre for family, 
social functions and weddings, once 
lockdown restrictions are lifted. 

Fiveways intersection strikes again
breaking news

Commuters extended wait to exit Croydon Road 
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Big Build creates community concern
By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE had a close call with 
Victoria’s Big Build in 2017.

North East Link threatened to 
divide the community with two of the 
proposed options coming through this 
corner of paradise.

And while we celebrated that we 
were spared such disruption, our 
neighbouring communities have not 
been so fortunate.

Residents’ groups in neighbouring 
communities say they are being 
adversely impacted by an array of 
infrastructure projects.

The plight of our community cousins 
is not new, Warrandyte has fought 
similar battles for decades.

With a portfolio of projects in the 
pipeline, Big Build is happening in 
our neighbouring communities and 
as the Diary gives voice to those 
communities, Warrandyte can learn 
vital lessons for if, and when, Big Build 
comes knocking.

Victoria’s  Big Build currently 
includes projects such as North East 
Link, the Level Crossing Removal 
Project, Metro Tunnel, Suburban Rail 
Loop and Major Roads projects being 
delivered by Victoria’s Major Transport 
Infrastructure Authority (MTIA).

MTIA works closely  with the 
Department of Transport (DoT) in 
planning, delivery, and construction of 
these major transport projects.
The Auditor-General’s Office review

The Victorian Auditor-General’s 
Office (VAGO) has conducted a review 
as to whether the Department of 
Transport is demonstrably integrating 
its transport planning as part of the 
Transport Integration Act 2010 (the 
Act)

It released its findings on August 4, 
with seven recommendations, the first 
being improved transparency.

While the report covers a range of 
deficiencies around transport planning 
and its associated infrastructure 
projects, the section of the report that 
most resonates with local communities 
of Nillumbik and Manningham is that 
of transparency.

The VAGO report notes that there is a 
lack of transparency around what the 
transport plan is:

“Most of the documents DoT refers to 
as forming part of the plan required 
by the Act are not available to the 
community.
Nor are they accessible to other 
agencies and stakeholders involved 
in, reliant on, or affected by the 
transport system.
Only 14 of the 29 completed plans 
DoT identifies as part of the transport 
plan are published.
In addition, DoT’s public webpage on 
transport plans and strategies only 
lists three documents and makes no 
reference to the Act’s requirement for 
a transport plan.
Readers who have engaged with 

recent Warrandyte Diary reports on 
infrastructure projects would have 
seen this lack of transparency as an 
emerging theme.

We are reporting on more and more 
examples of communities’ wants and 
needs being paid short shrift, as major 
infrastructure projects spread out 
across Melbourne.

Fitzsimons Lane, Hurstbridge 
Railway Duplication, North East Link 
— to name a few recent examples 
— have paid scant attention to their 
community consultation, leaving 
groups like Eltham Community Action 
Group (ECAG) and Montmorency 
T r a i n  S t a t i o n  G r o u p  ( M T S G ) 
screaming until they are hoarse against 
the destruction of environmental and 
social assets, subsequently bulldozed 
as “Big Build” infrastructure projects 
roll through.

As seen in the planning of North 
East Link, municipal councils had 
to threaten legal action to ensure 
infrastructure project corporations 
fol lowed  Env ironmental  Ef fect 
Statements process; but councils 
walk a fine line when municipalities’ 
governing legislation and funding flow 
from State and Federal departments.

A spokesperson from Nillumbik 

Shire Council told the Diary Council 
advocates on the community’s behalf 
on a range of issues to influence, “to 
the best of its ability”, decisions made 
at both the State and Federal levels of 
Government.

“Such advocacy efforts have been 
highly effective in obtaining funding 
support from both levels of government 
for the construction of significant and 
much-needed community facilities, 
including the Diamond Valley Sports 
and Fitness Centre and the Diamond 
Creek Trail,” the spokesperson said.

“Council will continue its advocacy 
efforts in the best interests of the 
community.”

While the VAGO report spoke 
mostly about high level transport plan 
documents, it would seem a lack of 
transparency flows through all aspects 
of the Big Build.

Member for Eltham, Vicki Ward  
MP told the Diary  Victoria’s Big 
Build is planning and delivering 
a huge number of projects across 
metropolitan Melbourne and regional 
Victoria — transforming how we move 
around our state.

“All our projects require us to work 
closely with local communities and 
other stakeholders from early planning 
through to operation of the roads and 
railways. 

“Community engagement is shaping 
major transport projects more than 
ever,” Ms Ward said.

She said these major transport 
projects are “coming together to 
deliver a positive legacy for Victoria”.

But at what cost?
The Diary has spoken to community 

groups and concerned residents about 
their experience dealing with Big Build 
project teams.

There is  a  resounding cr y of 
frustration on a lack of meaningful 
consultation.

While acknowledging the “Big Build” 
are projects that effect the whole of 
metropolitan Melbourne, residents are 
calling for greater input into projects 
that affect their amenity on a day-to-
day basis.

Fitzsimons Lane
Ms Ward said Planning for the 

Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade began in 
2017 due to congestion levels at the 
time and took into account the future 
North East Link. 

She said both the Fitzsimons Lane 
Upgrade and North East Link are 
needed to cope with growing traffic 
demands in Melbourne’s northern 
suburbs in the decades to come. 

“Since the reference design was 
presented in 2018 Major Road Projects 
Victoria has consulted extensively 
with the community in regards to the 
Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade.” 

“This resulted in 560 conversations 
in person and over the phone with 
community members and more than 
700 pieces of written feedback,” she 
said.

She also said representatives from 
MRPV have door-knocked local 
businesses and residents, held one-
on-one meetings with community 
members and conducted briefings 
with councils and interest groups — 
including meetings with the Eltham 
Community Action Group, and 
community information sessions. 

Eltham residents Denis Johnston, 
N i c o l e  J o h n s t o n ,  a n d  V i c k y 
Shukuroglou wrote to the Diary, 
outlining their frustration with dealing 
with Major Roads Projects Victoria 
(MRPV) about the Fitzsimons Lane 
project.

The major point of contention — the 
wholesale removal of vegetation at the 
Main Road intersection.

“We followed the information that 
was provided to the community 
by MRPV and some local groups’ 
commentary and action.
We became closely involved in 
campaigning against the project 
once it was clear that there would 
be no compromise, no last-minute, 
common-sense solution.
All formal avenues for objection and 
participation in the process had failed 
and a sense of urgency propelled us 
into more direct action.”

They said the consultation they 
received from MRPV was “insufficient”, 
claiming that many locals they spoke 
to did not know about it, or only knew 
about it as a result of community 
action.

“All individuals we spoke to who 
attended an information/consultation 
session said they did not feel listened 
to, felt it was a plan that was presented 
to them — not for consultation, 
and that the process was woefully 
inadequate.”

However, they said once the project 
was underway, largely as a result of 
pressures the community applied, 
MRPV increased its communications 
with the community and updated 
timelines to some degree.

“The construction company and 
MRPV agreed to meet with us to 
discuss our concerns, and they 
increased their communications with 
the community soon after, but it was 
too far into the process for anything 
to change — if it ever would?!,” the 
residents told the Diary.

Messrs Johnston and Shukuroglou 
told the Diary while they would like 
local communities to have more 
input into planning infrastructure 
project, they were wary that State 
Government planning processes 
and the amendments that have been 
introduced means there is little to no 
opportunity for this to happen.

“Local Government influence and 
Local Planning Schemes are struck out 
by the powers of the Planning Minister 
which allows them to forge ahead 
exempt from democratic, transparent 
and consultative behaviour.

“We don’t believe that the stated 
obligation to collaborate and consult 
with local councils held any weight.

“Planning amendments allow them 
to skip over the usual exhibition of 
project information, submissions from 
community and approval processes.

“ Th e y  ma n i pu l at e  T ra n s p o r t 
legislation so that checks and balances 
are removed and the increasing noise 
and concern from communities all 
over Victoria is more or less muted.”

The residents also noted that the 
Minister’s powers have recently been 
extended, making any negotiation 
“virtually impossible”. 

“This strongly suggests Victorians 
will  l ive with outcomes whose 
processes have not involved them, and 
overwhelmingly, from what we have 
seen, the ‘solutions’ developed are not 
addressing the needs and desires of 
communities and their environment.

“There seems to be no consideration 
for the urgent need to mitigate 
climate change, reduce pollution, 
reverse biodiversity decline, and find 
innovative solutions to achieve these,” 

Messrs Johnston and Shukuroglou 
said.

They told the Diary their major 
fr ustrat ion was “the denial  of 
infor mation”,  adding that  this 
frustration was experienced by many 
in the community.

“We were surprised to learn that 
Nillumbik Councillors had not seen 
detailed plans or evidence of diligent 
process.

“MRPV told us that they had all the 
necessary approvals, permits and 
management plans and had satisfied 
all conditions of approvals.

“For any further detail they referred 
us to their website.

“We discovered after many months 
of seeking information, that relevant 
Nillumbik Council staff had seen some 
of the documents and information we 
were asking for, but MRPV told them 
not to make any of it public.

“We still don’t know precisely what 
allows this secrecy.”

They said MRPV would not provide 
accurate, detailed designs to the 
community at any stage.

“They were asked many times.”
They said by the time MRPV were 

communicating with the public it was 
too late for the community to have any 
genuine say in the outcome.

“The decision to build this road 
upgrade and a list of other road 
projects around Melbourne was made 
at the highest level of Government as 
part of the ‘Big Build’.

“The more we delved into the issues 
and pursued answers, the more we 
felt shut out and that there was never 
an intention to consult or change,” 
they said.

Eltham Community Action Group 
provided a statement to the Diary on 
their dealings with MRPV during the 
Fitzsimons Lane project.

ECAG presented Transport Minister 
the Hon. Jacinta Allan with a petition 
of over 3,000 signatures in a bid to 
pause the project, siting insufficient 
communications with the community 
and to allow local impacts to be gauged 
before the wholesale demolition of the 
site commenced.

ECAG said local knowledge of 
the situation and ramifications of 
significant change is important.

They told the Diary communications 
were not sufficient in quantity and 
certainly not meaningful.

“We were heard but there was little 
demonstration that we had impact.

“You wonder whether the outcome 
was completely predetermined, and 
the community’s time and energy 
totally wasted with the government 
pretending to consult just to tick a 
KPI box”.

E C A G  s a i d  M R P V  d i d  n o t 
understand that the roundabout was 

a community icon so their normal 
contact practice was not sufficient, 
and the wider community should have 
been informed of the plans earlier, 
with a wider advertising of pop-up 
consultation events in the Eltham 
town square.

“It was not until we put ribbons 
around the trees did the general 
community know of the project.

“There is usually more than one way 
to solve a problem.

“In this instance we believe the 
figures behind the decision to build 
such a massive project were flawed.”

ECAG says it is currently pursuing 
FOI proceedings as MRPV refused to 
give it the relevant figures.

“If they are released, we might be 
proved wrong.

“But until then there is a huge 
question — that they are refusing 
makes us think there is something 
wrong”.

Ms Ward said design changes 
announced in February 2020 were a 
direct result of community feedback. 

“This process enabled the retention 
of approximately 150 trees and 
reduced the footprint of the Fitzsimons 
Lane and Main Road intersection 
by around 15 per cent while still 
delivering the necessary travel and 
safety improvements. 

“Our approach for the pipeline of 
development projects is to engage with 
community earlier than ever,” Ms Ward 
told the Diary.

Hurstbridge Rail
Residents along the path of the 

Hurstbridge Railway Line have 
been dealing with Level Crossing 
Removal Project (LXRP) who has 
been managing the duplication of the 
railway line between Greensborough 
and Hurstbridge.

Communities from Montmorency — 
and more recently Wattle Glen — are 
complaining of lack of communication 
from LXRP around the impacts of the 
project of local amenity, especially 
around the design of train stations, and 
the associated car parking.

M s  W a r d  s a i d  c o m m u n i t y 
engagement is a vital part of all 
projects delivered by the Level 
Crossing Removal Project, including 
the Hurstbridge Line Duplication, 
and always happens before major 
works begin.

“We received more than 1,000 pieces 
of feedback from the community 
following community consultation 
from mid-2019 to August 2021. 

“This helped shape the final designs 
of the work we are delivering including 
better accessibility and connections 
for passengers and locals,” she said.

As reported in the August Diary, 
following the discovery of a colony of 

Eltham Gateway photos courtesy Vicky Shukuroglou 
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Eltham Copper Butterflies adjacent 
to the tracks in Montmorency, the 
local community’s concerns about the 
project have increased.

Cécile Ménard is a Montmorency 
resident.

She said she followed the Hurstbridge 
Line duplication project from afar 
after it was confirmed at the last 
state election in 2018, participating 
in basic “consultation” and generally 
supporting it until October 2020.

“After October 2020, when it became 
clear that the intended design and 
outcomes were very different to what 
our local community expected, I 
became involved more intimately 
and started lobbying both the LXRP 
and government representatives to 
review the project and involve the 
community”.

S h e  s a i d  f r o m  t h e  2 0 1 8 
announcement, until October 2020, 
the Montmorency community was 
told to expect an “upgrade” to the local 
station as part of the track duplication, 
whilst Greensborough station would 
be rebuilt.

“All consultation to late October 
2 0 2 0  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h a t 
premise, while LXRP’s intention 
was always to demolish, move and 
rebuild Montmorency station, as 
well as expanding the footprint of the 
commuter car parking to three times 
the area it currently covers, from a 
commercial area on one side of the 
tracks, to residential streets, on both 
sides of the tracks.

“LXRP never mentioned a station 
move or expanded car parks at any 
time during the consultation period,” 
she said.

Jane Plunkett ,  Montmorenc y 
resident and member of Montmorency 
Train Station Group (MTSG), spoke 
to the Diary about the Montmorency 
train station upgrade, accusing the 
engagement teams from LXRP of being 
“puppets” bound by scripts and spin.

“Nothing is authentic, nothing is 
forthcoming — LXRP are trained in 
gaslighting the community,” she said.

She said while LXRP has claimed it 
consulted with the community, she 
has found the process “traumatising”.

She said they have not consulted, 
“because there was no process to 
actually discuss the truth from the 
outset”.

Ms Plunkett said the community 
was asked for feedback on colours 
on an “upgraded” station “when all 
along they knew that the station was 
moving 120m [now 140m] towards 
Greensborough”.

She said residents have since asked 
for a pause on the project so that “true 
engagement” could take place.

“Our opening bid was one of trust 
and from the very first dealing that 
trust was broken.

“Sadly, they have never tried to come 
back from that.

“They continue to sell the lies and 
sadly most believe what they read 
— once upon a time I did too,” Ms 
Plunkett told the Diary.

Ian Hendry of Montmorency said 
he wants locals to be given more 
opportunity during planning phases to 
get engaged and be brought along the 
journey to feel included in the process.

“Had the Government done so, it 

would have discovered the Eltham 
Copper Butterfly earlier on, and 
resolved other environmental, safety 
and general design concerns with the 
project, which would have resulted in 
a cheaper project and a community 
that could support the project fully,” 
he said.

Ms Plunkett said the community 
wants planners to be considerate and 
sensitive of its concerns as well as the 
local environment and wildlife.

“And to know that we actually were 
willing to work and ‘collaborate’ with 
them into making this project into 
something special.

“To them, we were not a group of 
people, we were not a community, we 
were not voices ,we were not a leafy 
pocket suburb — we were simply a 
one-dimensional lines on a page.

“They have a deadline, they have a 
formula, they have a limited budget 
— no other considerations have been 
given,” she said.

Carl Plunkett, also of Montmorency 
said consultation was about superficial 
aspects.

“We would have preferred being 
asked about the important issues 
involved not about the colours of the 
concrete”.

“What constitutes consultation?
“The government receives a mandate 

when it wins the election; it is how 
that mandate is implemented that is 
of concern.

“The mandate has no detail, so it is 
detail the community needs before 
final decisions are made.

“Also, full  and open financial 
assessments should be debated.

“All this needs to be part of the public 
participation process,” Mr Plunkett 
said.

He said when the residents asked 
for supporting reports they were 
stonewalled.

“Even the FOI request was poorly 
handled.

“A p p a r e n t l y  a l l  r e p o r t s  a r e 
commercial in confidence or too 
complex for ordinary citizens to 
understand.

“Every answer whether it be from 
Minister Allan, our local Member 
or L XRP, repeated the scripted 
meaningless PR messages without 
consideration of the questions asked.

“ W h e n  s c r i p t e d  a n s w e r s 
were not accepted, they use oral 
communications, without substantial 
backup and then say the issues were 
addressed,” he said.

Mr Plunket said only after the 
Ombudsman’s involvement that the 
community started getting answers.

Mr Hendry too said he would have 
liked them to communicate their 
design decisions upfront, “rather 
than keep the community in the dark 
that it had decided the station design 
for the entirety of the community 
consultation”.

Ms Ménard said LXRP should have 
allowed for open and genuine public 
participation with full disclosure of 
their plans from the start. 

“They should have been genuinely 
prepared to listen to community’s 
concerns and suggestions and guided 
us through their approach and 
their design decisions to allow us to 
understand those decisions.

“We should have been encouraged to 
take ownership of the design through 
proper participation in the decision-
making process.

“If they are so confident that their 
design decisions are the best of the 
community as well as the project 
deliverables, why did they keep most of 
those decisions secret until such a time 
when the pressure was too strong?” 
she asked.

She said big cities are made up of 
local communities.

“Local communities are the ones left 
behind with the fallout of the design 
decisions made by bureaucrats and 
engineers behind a desk.

“Drawings, scales and plans on paper 
do not always translate to what is best 
for users of assets being built, and 
do not seem to take into account the 
long-term integration of those assets 
into the community, or the liveability 
of local areas in the future.

Lessons for the future
Vicky Shukuroglou reflected on some 

small wins during the Fitzsimons Lane 
works.

“On the first day of trees being chopped 
down, I spoke to the construction 
company [BMD] representatives on 
site.
I clearly described why they need 
to know that the project and their 
actions are harming a community 
and causing deep disruption to our 
precious environment.
I told them that I understood (and 
had some level of empathy for) their 
position — this was the job they 
decided to participate in, and within 
that they had to follow through on 
certain things — but also, that each 
person there needed to be aware of 
the consequences of their choices and 
actions.
In the days and weeks that followed, 
a relationship was established as 
each time they were working, I would 
go down there and see what was 
happening, bearing witness for the 
trees, grasses, soils, and all life they 
sustained… all being obliterated.
I continued conversations with the 
MRPV and BMD reps, and asked 
them what would happen to certain 
trees — for example a huge dead 
eucalypt with significant hollows 
that was among those to be cut down.
They gave a shoulder shrugging 
response but did acknowledge that 
bees lived in it.
I suggested there was much more 
than the bees and urged them to take 
action to ensure the tree was carefully 
removed (there was no chance of 
saving it in their processes) and 
relocated locally to provide habitat.
I also asked them what would be 
happening to the grasses and lilies 
on the rise that was scheduled to be 
obliterated, and they said nothing 
was to be done, just removed, and 
dumped.
I saw other possibilities, so pursued 
the conversations.
Over the weeks, there was talk of 
the tree being taken much farther 
afield, to places like the Melbourne 
Zoo, and I kept insisting that it had 
to stay local, while explaining the 
reasons why.
Finally, happy to say, it ended up 
at Edendale — not whole due to its 

structural fragility, but in massive 
pieces providing habitat.
I kept raising the question of relocating 
the grasses, and still explaining the 
reasons why these are important, and 
we succeeded.
The whole process required good will 
to be offered by all involved.
Trust was tested repeatedly, but grew.
As a result of open and respectful 
conversation — involving rich 
learning and awareness of each 
other’s thinking and feelings — we 
managed to relocate more than two 
truckloads of various indigenous 
grasses, lomandras, lilies, and more.
We found many insects and spiders 
also made it in the relocation, as well 
as several lizards.
The process provided amazing 
opportunities — the people who were 
operating the excavators and trucks 
learnt about indigenous plants and 
relayed the information with interest 
to their colleagues.
As a result of this process — one 
that BMD had not done before —
they decided to involve Landcare 
groups and interested locals in other 
construction projects in other parts 
of Victoria.
We hope this is just the beginning of 
consistent awareness-building, and 
conscious efforts to reduce impacts. 

ECAG’s statement reflected on the 
fact that Fitzsimons Lane was one of 
the first MRPV projects since it was 
formed.

“It appears they may have learnt 
about community consultation as 
the MRPV project for the Geelong-
Barwon Heads Road is being handled 
differently — but the outcome may 
be still the same — MRPV listening 
but not making changes in line with 
community views”.

In a sign of  an improved engagement 
model,Transport Minister Jacinta Allan 
has announced Community Reference 
Panels will be engaged to provide input 

into the Suburban Rail Loop Project.
“ T h i s  c r e a t e s  a n  i m p o r t a n t 

o p p o r tu n i t y  t o  w o rk  w i t h  t h e 
community and local government 
to carefully plan these precincts, 
ensuring they’re developed with the 
amenities, services, open and public 
space and local infrastructure they 
need to remain great places to live and 
work,” she said in a statement.

Meanwhile, LXRP is beginning its 
consultation with the people of Wattle 
Glen and Eltham. 

Time will tell if these communities 
will benefit from the lesson the people 
of Montmorency and Eltham have 
learned.

Consultation on the Wattle Glen 
railway carpark has begun, and you 
can make submission to: 
engage.vic.gov.au/car-park-
upgrades-drouin-nng-ufg-and-
yarraman/wattle-glen-station-
car-park-planning-approvals-
consultation

The Diary also contacted LXRP, 
MRPV, NELP and others, for their 
input to this article.
Some of the authorities have 
indicated they are in the process 
of preparing answers to our 
questions.
The Diary will provide them 
an opportunity for a published 
response when their statements are 
received.

 Hurstbridge Rail photos courtesy LXRP

Photo Courtesy MTSG



Community Bank 
Warrandyte

Supporting our local
Community
Did you know, throughout the pandemic we have worked closely 
with our local not for profits and contributed almost $10,000 to 
support people in need and those impacted by Covid-19?

Feel good about who you bank with.

Find out more. Call 9844 2233 or search Bendigo Bank

Warrandyte.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1389134, OUT_2322607,
27/08/2021

 

Manningham Council News

Our Council Plan  
2021 - 2025
We are proud to present our 
new Council Plan 2021 – 2025, 
a key strategy that sets our 
vision for the next four years, 
to achieve better outcomes for 
Manningham.
Developed through extensive 
consultation, the Council Plan 
2021-2025 includes a focus 
on achieving better outcomes 
for our community, local 
environment, climate and 
biodiversity and local business. 
We invite you to read the plan at 

 manningham.vic.gov.au/
council-plan 

How families can adapt 
to lockdowns together
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg joins us 
in our latest Parenting Seminar 
Series and shares some practical 
tips on managing the disruption 
and uncertainty so many 
families face in these times of 
lockdowns and restrictions. 
Registration is required. 

  manningham.vic.gov.au/
parenting-seminar-series

Manningham Civic 
Awards 
Nominations for the 2021 
Manningham Civic Awards are 
still open. 
If you know someone who has 
made exceptional contributions 
to the Manningham community 
through volunteer, paid or 
unpaid work, nominate them 
for this year’s award. For 
more information, including 
award categories and how to 
nominate, visit

  manningham.vic.
gov.au/civic-
awards

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au      
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Sugarloaf Ward Report
We are nearly there

I’D LIKE TO start  by wishing 
everybody well at this difficult time.

Working in mental health, I’m well 
aware of the impact this is having on 
people of all ages.

Please, be kind to yourself and seek 
help if you need it.

As I write this article, 35 per cent 
of the population is fully vaccinated 
— that’s half way to the 70 per cent 
threshold where things will begin to 
change.

We are nearly there.
Nillumbik Council is in the process 

of planning ahead for the rest of the 
council term.

I look ahead with optimism, 
knowing that soon, this council will 
have set its agenda and we will have 
a plan for what we want to do for the 
community for the rest of our four-
year term.

We are nearly there and soon, it will 
be full steam ahead.

Kangaroo Ground Tower
T h e  K a n g a r o o  G r o u n d  Wa r 

Memorial Park Management Plan 
will help us protect and maintain this 
special community asset long into 
the future.

The plan is now out for consultation 
so go to 
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
kgwmp to have your say.

Fill dumping in our Green Wedge
The community have spoken.
8 0  p e r  c e nt  o f  re s p o n d e nt s 

supported stronger controls to limit 
the dumping of fill in our Green 
Wedge.

An amendment is proposed to our 
planning scheme and if it passes, 
a permit will be required to import 
more than 100 cubic metres of fill.

More to come soon on this important 
amendment.

Domestic Animal  
Management Plan

T h e  D ra f t  D o m e s t i c  An i m a l 
Ma n a g e m e n t  P l a n  i s  o u t  f o r 
consultation now. 

This plan will help us promote 
responsible pet ownership and 
support pet owners to make the most 
of their pets.

A major proposal in the draft is to 
introduce a 24-hour cat curfew to 
protect our wildlife.

Have your say at:  
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
damp.

Community meetings
Cr Frances Eyre and I had a fantastic 

time meeting the community in 
Research and I look forward to 
meeting the community in other 
areas going forwards.

While COVID has been a barrier, I 
know that we’ll be open again soon 
and when we are, I plan on attending 
a Warrandyte Market to hear from 
residents in North Warrandyte.

Roads
I met with the Department of 

Transport this month to discuss road 
safety issues in our area.

My discussions with the Department 
of Transport featured the recurring 
issue of truck crashes on Research-
Warrandyte Road and regular incidents 
on Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 
Road.

I made it clear to the Department 
that they need to listen carefully to the 
community before making any major 
changes in our area.

I will continue to liaise with the 
Department on these important issues.

The new footpath at the bottom 
of Research-Warrandyte Road is 
the first step in a long list of safety 
improvements that need to be done 
on that road.

While the new footpath is a fantastic 
step forward, we know more needs to 
be done and I have confirmed with our 
infrastructure team that there are plans 
to extend the footpath farther when 
funding is available.

This article was written by Cr Ben 
Ramcharan and does not reflect the 
official position of Nillumbik Shire 
Council.

council notes

By CR BEN RAMCHARAN

Derek John Fairley 
22/01/1946 - 20/07/2021

THE MUCH-LOVED Warrandyte 
local and vet to many of the village’s 
pets has been remembered by his 
family and friends following his 
recent passing.

Dad arrived in Warrandyte in 
March 1978 and spent the next 
35 years working with the animals 
and people of his community. 
Known variously as “Dr Derek”, or 
“Uncle Derek”, dad was dedicated 
to caring for all our furred, 
feathered, and scaly friends. 
Dad was kind and humble, giving 
and loving generously. 
He was so thankful for and proud 

of his riverside  home and the 
people who shared it with him. 
Thank you, Warrandyte.
The family intends to hold a 
“celebration of life” in dad’s 
memory in the coming months, 
detai ls of which are to be 
confirmed (pending restrictions). 
Plans are for a memorial service 
to be held at Warrandyte Uniting 
Church, followed by a ‘knees up’ 
at the Grand (in lieu of the old 
main street ‘boozer,’ for those who 
can remember).

Derek will be remembered in 
the October Diary with personal 
tributes welcome for inclusion in 
a memorial feature. Send your 
memories of Dr Derek to editor@
warrandytediary.com.au

vale



 Phone:  9842 6726  
email:  info@pineslearning.com.au 
 visit:  www.pineslearning.com.au  

VCAL @ Pines Learning  

OPEN TO YEARS 10, 11 & 12  

ENROL NOW 
  ♦ Small and inclusive classes 
  ♦ Fully committed Teachers and Assistants 
  ♦ Flexible supportive program catering
     to individual learning needs
  ♦ Practical learning opportunities
  ♦ Pathways into further study, apprenticeships 
     and/or employment
    

INFORMATION SESSIONS

Thursday 

4th of November,  OR 

 18th of November 

at 7.30 pm    (via Zoom) 

         RSVP required          

Knowledge

Pathways

Jobs
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Log in to boost your 
bushfire resilience

By MAX GARNER
H AV E  Y O U  T U N E D  i n t o  a n y 
of the recent Bushfire Resilience 
Incorporated (BRI) webinars? 

No? You’re in luck — there is one live 
webinar left and recordings of the first 
four webinars are also available to view. 

BRI is an independent, Nillumbik-
based community group which aims 
to provide high quality bushfire safety 
information to the community. 

BRI has numerous supporters —
including the CFA and the Shire of 
Nillumbik. 

You can read more about BRI at their 
website: bushfireresilience.org.au. 

To date, BRI have provided webinars 
on preparing your home for bushfire 
(webinar 1), preparing your tanks, 
sprinklers and pumps (webinar 2), 
becoming physically and emotionally 
prepared for fire (webinar 3) and 
learning about triggers to take action 
(webinar 4). 

These webinars have been presented 
by world-leading experts, including Dr 
Rob Gordon OAM, Dr Justin Leonard 
(CSIRO) and Professor Kevin Tolhurst 
AM (University of Melbourne). 

The fifth and final webinar for 2021 is 
on September 15 at 7:30pm. 

The webinar is free, but registration 
is essential, and can be done through 
the BRI website. 

The topic for this final webinar is 
“Your Sheltering Options” and will 
feature Dr Raphaele Blanchi (CSIRO), 
Dr Katherine Haynes (University of 
Wollongong) and Dr Chloe Begg (CFA). 

According to post-webinar surveys, 
85 per cent of webinar attendees, 
when asked if they would recommend 
the webinars to others, said they were 
“very likely” to do so, while 91per cent 
of attendees rated the webinars either 
four or five out of five. 

Much positive feedback has been 
received…

“[A] fantastic session! We are new 
owners in a bushfire zone. Such great 
info”,
“[The] knowledge of the presenter was 
fantastic”
“[The webinar was] very detailed 
and informative, certainly opened 
our eyes”.
If you live in or near the bush, make 

sure you join us on September 15 
to learn more about your sheltering 
options — and don’t forget to catch up 
on the webinar recordings available on 
the BRI website. 

Time to start working  
on your summer garden
By JAMES POYNER
SPRING HAS sprung and the yellow 
blooms of wattle can be seen all over 
Warrandyte and surrounds.

It is only 17 weeks until Christmas, 
which means the clock is now ticking 
when it comes to preparing your 
property for summer and bushfire 
season.

The National Council for Fire 
and Emergency Services, or AFAC 
as it is more commonly referred 
to, recently released the Bushfire 
Seasonal Outlook for Spring 2021.

The report is a guide to the year’s 
bushfire risk and is an excellent 
resource in helping prepare for 
the forthcoming season, as well as 
managing bushfire risk expectations.

The Outlook states the following 
about Victoria in the coming months.

“To date, much of the state has 
experienced average to above 
average rainfall conditions and 
this is likely to result in continuous 
grass and crop fuels through most 
areas west and north of the Great 
Dividing Range.
The higher soil and fuel moistures 
in many forests may promote 
opportunities for planned burning 
during the outlook period and 
may extend further into late spring 
compared to drier years.”
E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t 

Commissioner Andrew Crisp said the 
spring outlook gives the emergency 
sector an early indication of what 
Victoria could expect this season.

“New growth resulting from high 
rainfall raises the potential for 
grassfires which can move quickly 

and threaten properties and life.
“We’re never complacent about 

the risk of fire and severe weather 
throughout the year.

“We treat each season with the 
same high level of preparation to 
ensure community safety,” he said.

CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan 
added:

“ Victoria is one of the most 
bushfire-prone areas in the world, 
and even a normal fire season can 
present a high risk to communities.

“I encourage all Victorians to 
plan and prepare for their safety 
and ensure that everyone in their 
household knows what to do on hot, 
dry, windy days when fires can start 
and spread quickly.”

Forest Fire Management Victoria 
(FFMVic) Chief Fire Officer Chris 
Hardman said:

“Despite a wetter than average 
winter in some parts of the state, 
it only takes a few days of extreme 
weather conditions for the fire risk 
to rapidly rise.

“ Tha n k s  t o  ou r  ye a r- rou n d 
a p p r o a c h  t o  b u s h f i r e  r i s k 
management, we’re well prepared 
for bushfire season, but all visitors 
to our parks and forests have a role 
to play to reduce the risk.

“With a greater number of visitors 
to our parks and forests, it’s crucial 
the community work with us to 
prevent bushfires from starting and 
pay attention to campfire safety.

“ Unattended campfires  can 
spread quickly and have devastating 
impacts on communities and the 
environment,” he said.

Spring is historically a more 
challenging time of year for large 
scale planned burning due to less 
predictable weather conditions, 
such as wind.

However, the higher moisture 
levels in forest areas may provide 
opportunities to carry out planned 
burning this year.

Planned burning works  are 
supported with an increase in 
mechanical fuel management 
including slashing and mulching, as 
well as creating and maintaining fuel 
breaks to reduce the bushfire risk for 
communities and the environment.  

Managing fuel loads on our own 
properties is a year-round task, 
those north of the river often have 
the ability to burn-off some of their 
green waste but on the Manningham 
side, the minimum size of a property 
to burn off is 2,500 square metres.

Last year, both Manningham and 
Nillumbik councils set up special 
collection points for residents to 
be able to drop off their excess 
green waste, and in preparation 
for the forthcoming fire season 
— coupled with the closure of its 
Garden Waste Centre on Websters 
Road, Manningham were offering 
garden waste collection points in 
late August, in bushfire prone areas 
of Manningham, but these have 
been postponed due to the current 
lockdown.
For tips on how to prepare your 
property for bushfire season 
visit: www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-
prepare/how-to-prepare-your-
property
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We’d love you to share a photo or your 
story of being vaccinated. Tell us why 
you think it’s important, your reasons  
or who you did it for. 

We’ll share your photos and stories with 
the residents of Manningham. Visit:

 manningham.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Share your 
COVID-19 
vaccine story 
with us

  9840 9333

  manningham.vic.gov.au

  manningham@manningham.vic.gov.au

  Live chat at manningham.vic.gov.au
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“ROUND AND ROUND,  
up and down, 
through the streets of our town,
every day I make my way,
through the streets of our town”
Except I’m not a Go-Between 

caught in 1988, just a Warrandytian 
living through Lockdown 6.0.

No need for Google Maps or a car.
Ju s t  m e ,  m y  s n e a k e r s ,  a 

condensation-filled surgical mask, 
fogged up sunglasses and no sense 
of direction.

With a lot more time on my 
arthritic crone-like hands than 
previous lockdowns, I have no 
excuse not to fill two hours a day 
with aimless wanderings.

The cues for me to promptly 
depart my place of residence, to not 
go past go, to not collect $200 but 
disappear while still in one piece 
are numerous.

I’ve been known to interrupt 
the Bennett Educational Institute 
of Higher Learning by blinking 
too loudly, breathing, or purely 
existing whilst students of this 
dubious establishment are on 
Zoom meetings, live streaming 
Fortnite, or attempting to keep up 
with the Kardashians.

It’s much safer out on the tough 
streets of Warrandyte.

Armed with nothing more than 
an ageing heart and an internal 
compass that would swear that 
magnetic north is somewhere in 
Antarctica, I’ve sorted out Osborne 

Road from Bradleys Lane, Oakland 
Drive from Alexander Road.

I mean honestly, if it wasn’t 
for our curfew I would surely be 
navigating by the stars by now.

Not all exploration was successful.
Not all forays had me frothing to 

go back for more.
Frothing maybe, but more in the 

extra salivation, mental confusion, 
rabies type of way rather than 
enthusiasm.

One such trip started out from the 
Stonehouse.

It was to be a gentle wander up 
through the State Park around 
Fourth Hill in the springlike 
sunshine, perfect to spot some 
local wildlife.

Oh, but it was not perfect.
I went up, I went down, I went 

all around.
The only wildlife was me sweating, 

swearing and crashing through the 
bush like a wild boar.

Finally, I spotted some asphalt 
through the trees and relief surged 
in me as I  staggered toward 
what I thought was Warrandyte-
Ringwood Rd and my car.

Turns out it was Gold Memorial 
Drive, the exact opposite of where 
I wanted to be.

All was not lost as I raised my not 
insubstantial nose in the air and 
sniffed out my way to Leo’s bakery 
for a sausage roll, a meat pie and a 
colourful gingerbread man.

Appetite sated but feeling drier 
than Pound Bend tunnel  in 
summer, I was gagging for a coffee 
at the White Owl.

Vaguely reinvigorated, it was time 
to navigate my way back to the 
safety of my vehicle.

Distracted by the sight of some 
prime steaks in the windows of 
Warrandyte Quality Meats, my 
thoughts passed from lunch to 
dinner.

With pockets now full of beef I 
realised some vegetables from IGA 
were also required.

My refusal to use non-reusable 
p l a s t i c  b a g s  w a s  p r o v i n g 
problematic as I tried to carry a 
handful of loose beans, a capsicum 
and some carrots.

Next was a quick stop at the 
Pharmacy for some Band-Aids, 
which when purchased come with 
a very handy paper bag, for my 
bleeding pride and bleeding heels.

Eschewing the wilds of Fourth 
Hill, I favoured a long march back 
home in peace and quiet along 
the river.

Except I was like the pied piper of 

the north-eastern suburbs, leaving 
a trail of sniffing, salivating and 
snarling dogs in my wake.

While I’d forgotten about my 
dinner of carnivorous delights 
hiding in my jeans back pockets 
those of a canine disposition did 
not.

After a quick stop at Hops and 
Vine, to rehydrate with a bottle 
of white and grab a red to go with 
my suspiciously bite mark riddled 
steaks, I finally make it home.

Collapsing to the kitchen floor I 
am left in peace until I’m prodded 
awake by a teenage toe and the 
question every hunter and gatherer 
loves, “What’s for dinner?”

Round and round, up and down, 
through the streets and tracks of my 
town, as I make my way back to the 
Stonehouse, where I forgot I’d left 
my bloody car.

Through the streets of our town
By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado

MANNINGHAM is fortunate to be 
home to one of Melbourne’s best 
bike paths, the Main Yarra Trail 
and Council is now working on 
the development of the Taroona 
Avenue section of the trail, which 
completes the section between 
Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road to 
Everard Drive. 

Following community feedback, 
the planning permit application in 
relation to the Taroona Avenue path 
was withdrawn. 

There is now an opportunity to 
reconsider an alternate path that 
will complement the street scape 
and be a valued and enjoyable part 
of the trail. 

Manningham Mayor, Andrew 
Conlon said Council had planned 
a public information session to 
meet with the community about 
this project, however this has not 
been able to occur due to lockdown 
restrictions. 

This information session will be 
scheduled as soon as restrictions 
permit, to discuss possible solutions 
to complete this missing section of 
the Main Yarra Trail, which would 
minimise tree removal, provide 
smoother surfaces for cyclists and 
enhance safety for all users. 

Cr Conlon said “We want to make 
the most feasible decision so that 
we can construct something that 
everyone can share and enjoy using 
every day.” 

He said Council will update the 
community as soon as a date for 
the public information session is 
scheduled, following the easing of 
restrictions.

Bike path 
update



Living  
& Learning 
Nillumbik
– where people share, 
learn and connect
Whether you are returning to study, 
changing careers or starting out, we 
have a range of qualification courses 
perfect for you. Including a range of 
workshops, courses, MakerSpaces, 
events and volunteer opportunities 
at our three centres in Eltham, 
Diamond Creek and Panton Hill.
Enrolments are open now for 
CHC30113 Certificate III in Early 
Childhood Education and Care, 
CHC33015 Cert III in Individual 
Support (Ageing, Home and 
Community) and CHC50113 
Diploma of Early Childhood 
Education and Care. 
These courses are currently 
being delivered using a blended 
approach of face-to-face,  
Elearning and virtual classes. 
We are now also delivering 
CHC50113 Diploma of Early 
Childhood Education and Care 
via traineeship.

Web: info.livinglearning
  livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au
  @nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Nillumbik 
Contemporary 
Writing Prize 2022
Entries for the Nillumbik Prize for 
Contemporary Writing 2022 are 
now open.
Prizes will be awarded for the best 
short story (the Alan Marshall Short 
Story Prize) and the best poem in 
three categories.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/NPCW

Spring Outdoors
Get in touch with nature with our 
exciting range of outdoor and online 
experiences as part of the annual 
Spring Outdoors program.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/spring-outdoors

Creative industries 
business program
Council is offering local creative 
businesses free access to this 
informative program, developed 
specifically for the local industry.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ 
creative-industries

Get Festive
Community groups are invited to 
apply for funding to deliver a project 
or activity that can be showcased in 
the Nillumbik Festive Calendar.
Applications close 3 October.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/festive-grants

Seniors Social 
Lunch
Join in a social event and a two-course 
lunch at the Eltham Community and 
Reception Centre on 7 October. 
Be entertained by singer-songwriter 
Hana Zweikat.

For more information or to 
book phone 9433 3111 or visit  
nillumbik-seniorslunch.eventbrite.
com.au

Calling all  
artists
Applications are now open for the 
Eltham Library Community Gallery 
2022 exhibition program.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ELCG

Free information 
sessions 
We are holding information sessions 
throughout spring, including Home 
Support Services on 16 September, 
Home Care Packages on 19 October, and 
Residential Aged Care on 17 November. 
For more information and to book, 
visit Eventbrite or phone 9433 3138.

home-support-services.eventbrite.
com.au

home-care-packages.eventbrite.
com.au

residential-aged-care.eventbrite.
com.au

Municipal Planning 
Strategy
Help us develop a vision for future 
planning in Nillumbik with the 
development of our new Municipal 
Planning Strategy (MPS). 
Consultation starts this month. 
Complete an online survey or take part 
in one of our online workshops.

participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/mps
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Community recycles with gusto
By KEN KEAM
AFTER BEING cancelled and then 
rescheduled a number of times due 
to COVID restrictions, on a beautiful 
sunny day, and squeezing in between 
lockdowns, the Riverflow Peace 
Community Recycling program finally 
went ahead on July 31.

A collaboration between Warrandyte 
Uniting Church and WarrandyteCAN, 
the Riverflow recycle/upcycle event is 
a popular Warrandyte event.

Despite the pandemic, July’s event 
was a huge success, with bumper 
attendance (especially given the short 
notice) and a significant amount of 
goods brought in by members of the 
community for re-use, upcycle or 
recycle.

Some people had been patiently 
saving their recycling for over 18 months 
since the last, pre-COVID, recycling day.

Unfortunately, the upcycling had to be 
cancelled due to the COVID handling 
restrictions.

However, some of the goods have 
already been donated to support groups 
working with vulnerable people, some 
have been sorted and are waiting for 
delivery post lockdown.

Other items,  with the donor ’s 
permission, will be sold online with 
proceeds supporting a number of 
charities. 

Thanks to all who contributed to 
enable the reuse, or recycling of a huge 
quantity of goods to help preserve the 
valuable resources of our precious 
world.

Watch for the upcoming Riverflow 
Facebook page.

The next event is scheduled to be 
held in November 2021.

Simple pleasures at Warrandyte Men’s Shed
By DON HUGHES
IN THESE PANDEMIC times, many 
things have changed, but the simple 
pleasure men find in sitting around a 
fire chewing the fat is not one of them.  

Each Wednesday morning, when we 
are not in lockdown, a growing group of 
Warrandyte men are doing just that at 
the Warrandyte Scout Hall.

There has not been a piece of wood 
sawn or a nail hammered (we still 
want to do that) but the Men’s Shed is 
evolving into a uniquely Warrandyte 
version of this popular organisation.

Ryan Smith, our State Member of 
Parliament, and Sonja Terpstra, our 
Upper House representative, are both 
big supporters of the project. 

Discussions have been held at the 
State Government level and with 
Manningham Council. 

Everyone is extremely enthusiastic 
about establishing a Men’s Shed in 
Warrandyte. 

Carli Lange, our Yarra Ward Councillor, 
has been active in advocating for a Shed 
in Warrandyte. 

One thing we have learnt, is that these 
things do not happen quickly so in the 
interim we continue to enjoy what we 
are doing.

Did I mention that when I said 
“chewing the fat” I was not speaking 
figuratively. 

Camp cooking skills are just one of the 
activities explored by the Warrandyte 
Men’s Shed. 

Chewy, our resident campfire cook, 
usually has something of the meat 
variety on the fire. 

German style kransky sausage, 
Portuguese barbecued chicken wings, 

tandoori chicken, burgers and the odd 
shoulder of lamb have all made an 
appearance. 

Accompanied by a crusty roll and a 
glance at a passing salad, it makes an 
excellent conclusion to a morning of 
camaraderie and coffee.

Chewy feels that “many gentlemen 
have not taken the opportunity to fully 
explore fine dining on an open fire”. 

The Men’s Shed provides this 
wonderful opportunity.

The ‘Shed’ meets each Wednesday 
at the Scout Hall at morning teatime 
(10am) and concludes with an open 
fire ‘bush cooked’ lunch. 
It is open to all men. 
You can just show up, or contact 
Chewy on 0418 340 246 or  
chewy@solsup.com.au.

Photos supplied

Photo taken outside COVID restriction period
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Warrandyte Festival  
event plans cancelled
By CHERIE MOSELEN
IT IS WITH a heavy heart that 
Warrandyte Festival organisers have 
decided to cancel plans to present 
Warrandyte: Together Again.

Previously scheduled for October 
23, the one-day celebration was to 
focus on musical entertainment with 
iconic festival event the Battle of the 
Bands front and centre stage.

Lockdowns due to COVID-19 have 
left event organisers with a genuine 
headache.

Will large gatherings be able to come 
back by October?

Nobody knows — however, going 
on recent experience with phasing 
out of lockdown in Melbourne, the 
likelihood is that they will not.

To avoid a situation where musicians 

and food vendors outlay significant 
costs only to experience last-minute 
cancellation, the Festival Committee 
has made the difficult decision to 
cancel the event at this time.

Organisers also took into account 
the reality that young playing groups 
(Battle of the Band entrants) and 
professional bands have not been 
able to practise because of lockdown 
restrictions.

In the meantime, the Committee 
has been liaising with an experienced 
risk management consultant to put 
in place complex but necessary 
documentation needed to register a 
larger (tier 2) event.

Part of that framework will include a 
COVIDsafe Event Plan for the future, 
incorporating safe capacity and 
procedures that comply with guidance 

and advice issued by the Victorian 
State Government.

A Warrandyte Festival spokesperson 
told the Diary that if an opportunity 
arises to safely plan a smaller, boutique 
event before next year, the Committee 
will consider it.

“We’d love to put something on… 
even if it’s a small pop-up event 
featuring some music, either at 
Stiggants Reserve or somewhere else 
in town.”

Wa r ra n d y t e  Fe s t i v a l  2 0 2 2  i s 
scheduled over the weekend March 
18–20.

It is a tough question to answer in 
these uncertain times:

“Will we all be together again by 
then?”

One can only hope that the answer 
is “yes”.

No Visitors at the 
Mechanics’... yet

By ADRIAN RICE
WARRANDYTE THEATRE CO.
WITH THE LATEST extension to our 
COVID lockdown, sadly Warrandyte 
Theatre Company has no choice but 
to again reschedule our production 
calendar.
We are hoping that we may still be able 
to squeeze in performances of  Visitors  
in late 2021, but Calendar Girls, as well 
as The Follies, will now move to 2022. 

At this stage we are hopeful that 
easing restrictions, and advancing 
vaccination rates, will allow audiences 
to attend in person towards the end of 
November.  

As Visitors has a small cast, we are 
comfortable in staging it live.  

The company is also exploring 
alternative forms of presentation, 
and hope to offer some streamed 
performance  in the near future.

We will update you again as soon as 
we have more information.

Calling all playwrights 
In preparation for a triumphant 

return to the stage, WTC would like 

to announce its One Act Play writing 
competition.

W TC  i s  s e e k i n g  e x p re s s i o n s 
of interest from local writers in 
Manningham and Nillumbik who 
will be interested in submitting short 
plays for performance by Warrandyte 
Theatre.

Submissions should:

• be between 15 and 30 minutes and 
must not have been published.

• be relatively simple to stage 
with a simple set — they may be 
performed at other venues in 
festivals in 2022.

• include, ideally, between 2 and 6 
characters. 

We are seeking plays that can be 
performed live and/or online.

WTC is keen to receive plays from 
everyone, particularly young writers.

Prizes will be in the form of a 
performance royalty.

If you are interested in submitting 
a script, in the first instance please 
contact the company via: 
chair@warrandytearts.org.au

Photos SANDI MILLER Rehearsal of Visitors courtesy WTC
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By JAMES POYNER
NEW REGUL ATIONS to protect 
wildlife from “household” fruit tree 
nets came into effect on September 
1, 2021.

The new regulations require bird 
netting with a mesh size of no greater 
than 5mm by 5mm at full stretch.

Those caught using netting in breach 
of these new regulations will face a fine 
of $3,303 and those caught advertising 
or selling non-regulation netting will 
face a fine of $660.

The Protection of Cruelty to Animals 
(POCTA) 2019 replaced the POCTA 
2008 and came into effect on December 
14, 2019.

The new regulations also include 
regulations on transport of animals, 
electrical devices — such as shock 
collars, rodeos, use of animals in 
scientific procedures and teaching, 
and animal traps.

As of September 1, all regulations in 
the POCTA 2019 are in force.

Wildlife Victoria CEO Lisa Palma 
w e l c o m e d  t h e  “ w e l l  ov e rd u e” 
regulations.

“We are very pleased to see the new 
laws come into effect, given that there 
is a significant detrimental impact on 
our wildlife as a result of the wider 

aperture netting that a lot of people use 
on their backyard fruit trees,” she said.

During 2020, Wildlife Victoria 
responded to 285 cases of wildlife 
caught in domestic fruit tree netting.

These comprised 120 grey-headed 
flying-fox cases, 35 magpie cases, 19 
rainbow lorikeet cases, 16 sulphur 
crested cockatoo cases and eight 
ringtail possum cases.

“We believe our case numbers are 
just the tip of the iceberg.

“It’s highly likely that a lot of animals 
may not be called in to Wildlife Victoria 
because they may already be deceased, 
or they haven’t been noticed.”

Ms Palma added seeing an animal 
trapped and struggling in netting is 
very distressing and unfortunately 
many of these animals need to be 
euthanised due to injuries sustained.

“It’s important for all Victorians to 
remember that as humans, we share 
our homes, backyards and landscape 
with native wildlife.

“It’s their home too,” Ms Palma said.
Presently, these new regulations only 

apply to “household”, non-commercial 
growers.

A g r i c u l t u r e  V i c t o r i a  d e f i n e 
household as:

Generally, ‘household’ fruit-trees, 

vegetable gardens, or other fruiting 
plants would be:

• grown at residential premises in 
an urban or suburban area or

• if grown at residential premises in 
a semi-rural or rural area, grown 
primarily for personal use (even if 
some excess produce is shared or 
sold).

‘Household’ fruit-trees, vegetable 
gardens, or other fruiting plants 
would not generally include those 
grown:
• at commercial orchards or
• at vineyards or
• for a fruit and/or vegetable 

produce business or
• where the objective of growing 

the trees or plants is to produce a 
commercial harvest for sale, with 
the intent to make a profit. The 
scale of such an activity should be 
consistent with other commercial 
orchard, vineyard or produce 
businesses.

The Australian Tax Office (ATO) 
website contains information that will 
assist people to determine whether 
their fruit or vegetable growing 
activities are a hobby or a business.
The ATO makes it clear that there is 

no single factor that determines if a 
person is in business.

For more information on regulation 
netting visit:  
agriculture.vic.gov.au/livestock-
and-animals/animal-welfare-
victoria/pocta-act-1986/protecting-

fruit-trees-and-wildlife
To download a copy of POCTA 2019 
visit:  
www.legislation.vic.gov.au/
in-force/statutory-rules/
prevention-cruelty-animals-
regulations-2019/002.

Doggie doo and cat curfews
By JAMES POYNER
THE DOCUMENT which outlines how 
Nillumbik residents and businesses 
manage their cats and dogs for the next 
four years has reached the next phase 
of public consultation.

Nillumbik’s draft Domestic Animal 
Management Plan 2021-2025 (DAMP) 
is on display with Council requesting 
feedback until September 22.

Under the Domestic Animals Act 1994, 
every Victorian council is required to 
plan how it deals with its cats and dogs.

Council received more than 860 
submissions from the public earlier this 
year about the management of cats and 
dogs in the Shire, collected at pop-up 
consultations in the community and 
via the Participate Nillumbik website.

Mayor Peter  Perkins thanked 
everyone who made a submission to 
inform the draft, and said he hopes to 
see plenty of community submissions 
on the draft plan.

“To have more than 800 responses to 
the DAMP survey is reflective of how 
important pets are to our community.

“The consultation that has now 
kicked off is asking for your thoughts 
on the draft plan.

“You can quickly and easily provide 
feedback and let us know if you think 
anything else should be covered in the 
draft,” he said.

During the August 24 Ordinary 
Council Meeting, Councillors Natalie 

Duffy and Ben Ramcharan spoke to 
the motion.

“Education is key and that is one of 
the messages we have heard and what 
we have been trying to do as a council 
in coming up with this plan, “ said Cr 
Duffy.

“It is looking at how we can educate 
about responsible pet ownership and 
that seems to be the highest level of 
importance for the community.”

10 issues of community concern have 
been highlighted:

• Dog owners not picking up 
excrement after their pets.

• Dogs off leash when in on-leash 
areas.

• Cats outside of property at night-
time after curfew.

• Dogs with owners far away/absent 
in parks and reserves.

• Dogs barking for long periods of 
time.

• Cats preying on wildlife.
• Cats causing a nuisance to 

resident’s properties.
• Cats that appear unowned.
• Residents unaware of services the 

Community Safety Department 
provides to the community, such 
as where the pet registration funds 
are spent each year and the cat 
trapping program.

• Residents unaware of how to find 
on and off-leash areas in their 
community.

During the Council  meeting, 
Councillors spoke specifically 
around the issues of dog poop and 
cat curfews.

Cr Duffy spoke to the unpleasantness 
of finding un-scooped dog poo 
and the frustration experienced by 
responsible dog owners.

“Most dog owners do scoop their 
pooch but there are many that don’t, 
which makes it really unpleasant for 
those of us who either step in it, dodge 
it, or are left to clean up the mess.

“It makes it really uncomfortable for 
those dog owners who do do the right 
thing as well so that would be my call 
to the community to make the effort to 
pick up your dog poo,” Cr Duffy said.

The DAMP outlines how, without 
any Local Laws in place around 
responsible pet ownership, it intends 
to use education through social 
media, printed materials, pet events 
and park patrols to inform and 
encourage responsible pet ownership.

Cr Ramcharan spoke about a 
proposed cat curfew.

The DAMP suggests a 22.5 hour cat 
curfew, which would run from 7:30am 
to 6am.

During these times, cats would be 
confined to their owners’ properties, 
although if a cat is found roaming the 
streets outside the curfew, it can be 
trapped if the resident “objects to the 

cat being on their property”.
The DAMP reports that a number 

of communities within the Green 
Wedge areas were in favour of a 24-
hour cat curfew — including North 
Warrandyte, Bend of Islands and 
Christmas Hills, which Cr Ramcharan 
spoke to.

“A lot of submitters were in favour 
of that, and it would be a win for our 
wildlife, although I do understand 
that many people do have concerns 
with that,” he said.

T h e re  a re  m a n y  i s s u e s  a n d 
procedures covered in the draft 
DAMP and Nillumbik residents are 
encouraged to read the plan and 
make sure they have their say on 
how our cats and dogs are treated, 
in Nillumbik, for the next four years.

The draft DAMP, its accompanying 
consultation finding report and the 
mechanism for submitting a written 
submission responding to the draft 
DAMP is available at participate.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/damp

New netting rules for fruit trees
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We need a 24-hour cat curfew
By ROBYN GILLESPIE

IF YOU LIVE in 
the Council of 
Yar ra  Ranges 
a n d ,  f r o m 
O c t o b e r,  i n 
Knox, and have 
a cat, you are 
r e q u i r e d  t o 
keep your cat 
confined to your 
property 24/7.

These councils 
have done their 
res earch and 

consulted with their residents on the 
environmental and nuisance aspects 
of allowing cats to roam, having 
considered both 12 and 24-hour 
curfews.

Over the last decade, each council 
has concluded that the joy that cat 
freedom brings to the cat and its 
owner is far outweighed by the cost 
to our environment and the nuisance 
and displeasure put upon non-cat 
owners.

We all acknowledge that dogs 
should not run free.

B u t  w h e n  y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h e 
consequences of cat freedom, the 
impact is just as serious, yet we justify 
allowing cats freedom to kill, defecate 
anywhere, often breed, et cetera, on 
the basis that they have a natural 
need to roam.

A n d e r s o n s  C r e e k  L a n d c a r e 
members strongly support a 24-
hour cat curfew in Manningham 
and over recent  months have 
made submissions in this regard to 

Manningham Council (in its current 
four-yearly review of domestic pet 
policy) and the Federal 2020 House of 
Representatives Standing Committee 
on the Environment and Energy 
inquiry into the problem of feral and 
domestic cats in Australia.

Cats are natural predators of birds 
and other wildlife, both in daytime 
and night.

Anything less than a full 24-hour 
curfew is inadequate and questions 
the commitment to the end goal of 
vastly reducing cat predation.

It is up to Manningham to choose; 
to do nothing, to choose the “half-
pregnant” approach of a 12-hour 
curfew or to choose the only effective 
answer that will contribute to making 
a difference, a 24-hour curfew.

There is a large body of irrefutable 
scientific evidence accumulated 
now — Australia-wide — on the 
devastating impact of feral, domestic, 
and semi-domestic cat predation on 
our native wildlife.

Unless this is addressed in the form 
of a truly national 24-hour curfew, 
it will mean the early extinction of 
many species, and will plummet 
other wildlife numbers in the lifetime 
of our children.

There is also ample evidence that 
cats are healthier and happier living 
indoors.

While planting and weeding, our 
Landcare volunteers sometimes see 
feral cats, but due to their stealth, the 
predator is hard to spot.

Native bushland (and various 
weeds like Vinca, where cats will 

hide) surround Andersons Creek in 
all stretches of its several kilometre 
run through Warrandyte to the Yarra.

Wildl i fe  l iv ing here include 
lizards, echidnas, birdlife, possums, 
wallabies, kangaroo, wombats, 
koalas, and other small marsupials, 
all known to use the creek and the 
surrounding, less dense, Fourth 
Hill State Park bushland (part of 
Warrandyte State Park) for shelter, 
food, water and nesting.

About one-third of homes in 
suburbs encroaching on our parks 
have cats, many of which are allowed 
by their owners to roam free, in 
complete disregard to regulations 
loosely stating that cats are at present 
meant to be “kept on the owner’s 
property”.

We also believe many are not de-
sexed and many are semi wild cats 
fed by well-meaning people on their 
property boundaries.

A  2 4 - h o u r  c u r f e w  w o u l d 
see enforcement  of  str ingent 
requirements for the indoor (and in 
runs) living of cats.

It might take time for change to 
occur and for the cat community to 
largely embrace the need for change.

However, a 24-hour cat curfew in 
Manningham would be a powerful 
affirmation of Council’s commitment 
to the environment.

A n d e r s o n s  C re e k  L a n d c a re 
believes that the vast majority of 
both cat owners and non-cat owners 
acknowledge that we must change 
practices of the past to meet the 
challenges of the future.

Who wants to hear a hoot?
IS THAT A dog barking? 

Or a Barking Owl? 
Across Australia, hundreds of citizen 

scientists have discovered thousands 
of owl calls by listening to short 
recordings made in nature reserves.

They are helping researchers identify 
and map native Australian owl species 
through the Hoot Detective project. 

And Warrandyte can lend an ear, 
even during lockdown.

“People are mad about owls,” said 
ornithologist Tanya Loos. 

“Along with parrots and fairy wrens, 
everyone loves them, so it’s a lovely 
project to get involved with!” 

“But it’s also a really valuable mental 
break from the news cycle,” said Tanya. 

“People get to immerse themselves 
in the sounds of different nature 
reserves. 

“Along with owl calls, they might 
hear sounds of curlews calling or 
a babbling stream in Five Rivers, 
Tasmania.” 

So far, people have sat down for 
more than 4,600 sessions of listening 

to wildlife at night and identified more 
than 16,000 owl calls. 

One enthusiastic volunteer has 
clocked up more than 16 hours of hoot 
detecting. 

Hoot Detective is produced by 
Australian Acoustic Observatory in 
collaboration with ABC Science for 
National Science Week.

It is on now at: 
www.hootdetective.net.au. 

360 audio recorders around the 
country have collected 263,000 hours 
of night-time sounds across forests, 
grasslands, and other ecosystems 
around Australia. 

People can go to the website where 
they can listen to 10-second snippets 
from these audio recordings, compare 
them with sample animal sounds, and 
identify what they hear. 

To take part, all people need is a 
computer, laptop or tablet and an 
internet connection. 

It is a pandemic-proof way to get 
involved in National Science Week and 
take part in real scientific research. 

Their efforts are also helping train 
artificial intelligence (AI) systems to 
automatically recognise the difference 
between the classic “hoo-hoo” of the 
Powerful owl, the scream of a Masked 
owl, and other creatures of the night. 

“The volunteers who lend their ears 
are making an incredibly valuable 
contribution to the new field of eco-
acoustics. 

This field brings ecologists and 
computer scientists together to use 
sound to understand and map the 
natural environment,” said Professor 
Paul Roe, who leads the Observatory, 
and is based at the Queensland 
University of Technology. 

“Up until now, most AI research 
around the world has concentrated 
on either image or human speech 
recognition. 

“Training AI to recognise owl and 
other animal calls will help scientists 
monitor wildlife populations much 
more efficiently in the future.” 

Hoot Detective runs until February 
2022.
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Teapots of all persuasions on display
By SANDI MILLER
S T O N E H O U S E  G A L L E R Y  i n 
Warrandyte is once again hosting The 
Melbourne Teapot Exhibition for 2021. 

Now in its 15th year — and its fourth 
time in Warrandyte — the Teapot 
Exhibition  features both functional 
and non-functional sections in 
diverse creative styles and forms. 
The Melbourne Teapot Exhibition 
gives artists and makers of varied 
disciplines the opportunity to 
explore and interpret the teapot 
f o r m  w i t h i n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l 
field of expertise and materials. 
A spokesperson for the Gallery said 
makers and Artists from all over 
Victoria and Australia participate 
in this fabulous teapot exhibition, 
with a total of 28 local and interstate 
exhibitors from as far away as Darwin 
and Perth.  

She said the current lockdown has 
seen the exhibition closed for its 
originally intended August run, so the 
pieces will be on display at the Gallery 
until at least the end of September 
“to give as many people as possible 
an opportunity to see and enjoy the 
wonderful exhibition”.

The teapot exhibition aims to 
encourage artists and makers to excel 
in their creativity and offers awards in 
cash and vouchers.

The judges for 2021 are, textile artist, 
Lynda Worthington, and potter, Glenn 
England, and we are sure your will 
agree the winning entries are are all 
worthy winners:

Excellence in Design 
Functional Teapot

Linda DeToma, Cumulus

Excellence in Design:  
Non Functional Teapot

Andrea Tilley: Teapot of 100 Stories
Highly commended:  

Functional Teapot
Minna Graham: Bushfire Tea Set

Highly commended:  
Non Functional Teapot

Sue Smorthwaite: Spiked Tea
Merit Award

Linda Moore: Twisted
The many visitors and collectors who 

visit the exhibition can delight in the 
fun range of quirky, funky, crazy teapots 
made in a variety of materials as well 
as the well-designed practical teapots. 
 All entries can be purchased from 
Stonehouse Gallery, 103 Yarra Street, 
Warrandyte, once restrictions are 
lifted.

Linda DeToma, Cumulus

Minna Graham, Bushfire Tea Set Sue Smorthwaite, Spiked Tea

Meridith Merrall, Little Lamb
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Kim Tarpey

Jull Anderson, Melting

Londa Moore, Twisted

Mary McMahon Andrea Tilley, Teapot of 100 Stories

Mary-Lou Pittard

Eileen Khoh, Donut Teapot

Anne Sfetkidis, Green Teapot with Pixie Cathy Hayward
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A River Red Gum guards your journey

ABORIGINAL PEOPLE believe that 
anything with a form or a shape has a 
spirit of its own.

You only have to stand in front of the 
massive 500 year old River Red Gum 
at Heide Museum of Modern Art in 
Bulleen, to know this is true.

It was obvious to the earliest settlers 
in this area from the 1840s that this 
was a special tree, not just because it 
was scarred by a bark canoe having 
been cut from it, but because local 
Aboriginal people also often used to 
congregate there.

The land on which the tree stands 
was eventually bought by artists John 
and Sunday Reed in 1934.

They opened up their home to like-
minded artists such as Sidney Nolan, 
Albert Tucker and Joy Hester, and this 
gave birth to the present day Museum 
of Modern Art — Heide.

This stately tree stands in Heide’s 
upper car park at 7 Templestowe Road.

Standing at the tree you can see that 
a couple of hundred years ago, a four-
metre length of bark was harvested to 
make a canoe.

The precise year this was done 
cannot be determined, the month 
certainly can.

In the ninth lunar month, which 
occupies all of August, the sap starts 
to rise in trees.

This means they give up their bark 
more easily, so August is the Aboriginal 
Bark Harvest Season.

This also precedes the October 
rains and the annual flooding along 
the Yarra Valley, so this is when new 
canoes were needed.

Harvesting bark in August also gave 
the tree the greatest chance of survival, 

so it could begin healing before the 
heat of summer.

These scars are almost always on 
the south-east side, which was also a 
deliberate strategy to ensure the tree’s 
survival.

Most of the heat of the day in summer 
is from the north and west, whilst the 
desiccating winds are from the south-
west and north-west.

It is after all just common decency to 
protect the spirit of the tree, especially 
when it has just given birth to the spirit 
of your canoe.

Since the Upper Yarra Dam was 
built in 1956, the Yarra rarely floods 
nowadays and red river gums suffer 
from not having their feet wet each 
spring, but this tree is in obvious good 
health and houses colonies of birds 
and bees.

This is because the gardeners at 
Heide regularly soak its root system 
and trim any dead wood.

The height of the scar on the south-
east side is about four metres.

The width of the original cut has been 
reduced by the bark slowly growing 
back over the scar.

However, about half-way up, you 
can see by the way the tree branches 
grow laterally, that its growth was 
interrupted.

This was probably caused by a 
lightning strike about 200 years ago.

When this happens, the sap instantly 
boils and the tree explodes as if hit by 
a bomb.

This is however no ordinary canoe 
tree. 

It is also a Songline Marker Tree.
In other words, it is a silent sentinel 

that marks a traditional Aboriginal 
travel route.

These routes are called Songlines 
because just like the GPS in your car, 
Aboriginal people composed songs 
recounting the various natural and 

man-made landmarks, so they could 
find their way, even in unfamiliar 
territory.

Just as when you travel overseas to 
another country you would not think 
to go without your passport, neither 
would Aboriginal people, and the song 
was in fact your passport to safe travel.

The longest known Songline stretches 
3,500 kilometres from Uluru to Byron 
Bay. 

It was also celestially coded into 
the constellation movements and 
would have taken over four months to 
complete one way.

The reason why such trips would be 
made is simple.

People from Byron Bay wanted to see 
the Sacred Rock and the people from 
Uluru wanted to see the sea.

Marker Trees come in four types 
Scarred, Ring, Arched or Spiral.

Yingabeal is a good example of a 
Scarred Marker Tree.

A Ring Marker Tree is where two 
branches are tied or spliced so they 
fuse and leave a hole like the eye of 
a needle.

An Arched Marker Tree is where two 
saplings are fused to grow from two 
trunks into a single trunk. 

Such trees usually mark a birthing 
spot.

A Spiral Marker Tree is a genetic 
freak where about one in every 20,000 
trees grow with a spiral grain. These 
“corkscrew trees” were only allowed to 
grow on Songlines, and because they 
were useless for timber, settlers rarely 
cut them down, so they can often still 
be seen along our highways.

The Heide Red River Gum is however 
no ordinary common-or-garden 
Scarred Marker Tree.

It in fact marks the junction of 
Songlines going in five different 
directions.

First leads west over the river ford 

near the Heidelberg Bridge, then splits 
off to Songlines along Greensborough 
Road, Bell Street and Heidelberg Road.

Second leads south past Bolin-
Bolin Billabong and on to meet the 
Doncaster Road-High Street Songline.

Third heads south-east along 
Manningham Road to Shoppingtown 
where it joins the Doncaster Road-
Mitcham Road Songline.

Fourth heads east along the high 
floodline route of Templestowe Road.

Fifth follows the meandering 

northeast course along the south 
side of the Yarra from Melbourne to 
Healesville.

In October 2013 a special ceremony 
was held at which Wurundjeri Elder 
Uncle Bill Nicholson named the tree 
yingabeal.

The name is  drawn from the 
Woiwurrung words yinga meaning 
sing and beal meaning River Red Gum.

So together, it means “the River Red 
Gum Songline Marker Tree” at Heide.

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

Jim Poulter and Uncle Bill Nicholson at the naming of yingabeal 
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How do you tell your 
kids you have cancer?
By SUSAN FOREMAN
THERE IS NEVER a good time to be 
told you have cancer. 

For Montmorency mum-of-two 
Jane Gillard, her diagnosis  came out 
the blue a few months into having a 
persistent  cough  — and just before 
she was due to pick up her 10-year-
old daughter from a party. 

That day in July 2018 was the 
start of an 11-month journey until 
being told she was cancer-free — a 
journey that included chemotherapy, 
immunotherapy and a stem cell 
transplant, and huge upheaval for the 
entire family.

Jane could not find anything to help 
prepare her young children, Freya 
and Gordon, then 7, for her cancer 
treatment — so she wrote one. 

Jane wrote Mum’s Purple Scarf while 
being treated with chemotherapy and 
immunotherapy for non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma at the Olivia Newton John 
Cancer and Wellness Centre in 2018. 

Mum’s Purple Scarf is a picture book 
to be used time and again through 
a cancer patient’s treatment to help 
parents — and teachers — have open 
conversations with children. 

It is hoped the book will also be used 
by teachers and educators to help 
support children of cancer patients 
and educate the school community 
about the experience. 

Tackling hair loss, cancer fatigue, 
more responsibility for children 
around the house, extra playdates 
and meals dropped off by friends, 
it has been reviewed and supported by 
Cancer Council Victoria, with $1 from 
every copy going back to the charity to 

help other patients. 
OncologistEliza Hawkes  said: “This 

book offers children of cancer patients, 
parents of their friends and other 
relatives an insight into what families 
go through, and some good tips for 
coping through an excellent narrative. 

“Jane is an inspiration to patients 
around Australia who have been 
through a diagnosis and treatment 
of cancer.”

Jane said she hopes parents with 
cancer can read this book with their 
children to help the whole family 
prepare for cancer treatment. 

“A cancer diagnosis is devastating for 
the whole family. 

“I found there were lots of resources 
available to help adults learn more —
but not much to help our kids prepare.

“I wrote Mum’s Purple Scarf so cancer 
patients can read it with their children 
to help them prepare for the changes 
cancer treatment will bring — it starts 

a conversation.”
Mum’s Purple Scarf is beautifully 

illustrated by Melbourne designer 
Janet Croll, using bright colours and 
humour to lighten its difficult subject 
matter.

Mum’s Purple Scarf is available at 
www.mumspurplescarf.com.au. 

Celebrating 
diversARTy

LIVING & LEARNING Nillumbik is 
preparing for its annual diversARTy 
event. 

T h e  e x h i b i t i o n  w i l l  o p e n  i n 
November and showcase a range of 
works, including visual arts, textiles 
and crafts. 

Entries are now open and will close 
on September 18. 

Participants and tutors who have 
taken part in a Living & Learning 
course in 2021 can enter, as well as 
those who have been part of a co-op 
or MakerSpace this year. 

Exhibition categories include: 
• 2D individual (framed or unframed 

work to be displayed on the wall)
• 3D individual (video, leadlight 

not requiring a window, or work 
to be displayed on a plinth or in a 
cabinet)

• Group artwork (created by multiple 
people)

• Leadlight window display
Mayor Peter Perkins said the 

diversARTy exhibition is a way to 
bring together the community as well 
as the tutors and participants at Living 
& Learning Nillumbik.

“We truly do look forward to seeing 
the diverse range of works showcased 
at every diversARTy exhibition and this 
year is no different,” Cr Perkins said.  

“It’s not just a broad variation in the 
media presented, but also in the artists 
themselves. 

“Some are old hands in their chosen 
field while others have discovered new 
talents and techniques,” he said. 

New or old, all all passionate and 
proud to exhibit their work.

“The community will be encouraged 
to view the exhibition later this year. 

“Many works will be available for 
purchase and there are bound to be 
pieces that you’ll want to take home,” 
he said. 

The diversARTy exhibition will run 
from November 19 to December 12 
at the Eltham Library Community 
Gallery (ELCG), with an official 
opening on November 20 (subject to 
COVID-19 restrictions). 

Award winners will be announced 
on December 9.

Full details are available at 
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au/
diversarty.

Image from Mum’s Purple Scarf

Author Jane Gillard holding her book, Mum’s Purple Scarf

Karen Orkibi, The Lost Tribe (2019)



All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to your 

design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

20 Warrandyte Diary SEPTEMBER 2021

Cars, cows and climate change

L A S T  M O N T H ’ S  L A N D M A R K 
climate change report — the most 
comprehensive climate report for 
almost a decade — is a Code Red for 
humanity.

More than 200 experts worked on the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) study, reviewing 14,000 
scientific papers.

The report found categorically that 
climate change and its impacts are 
accelerating.

Heatwaves, droughts, floods, heavy 
downpours, and other extreme 
weather events are getting worse, 
driven by the burning of coal, oil, 
and gas.

Despite the grim news, the report 
shows we can navigate a narrow 
path and avoid a climate catastrophe, 
but only through immediate and 
deep cuts to our greenhouse gas 
emissions.

The focus of greenhouse gas 
emissions reductions in Australia in 
recent years has been on reducing 
emissions in the electricity sector, 
but if we are to avoid catastrophic 
climate change, other sectors require 
urgent transformation.

In Australia, while the electricity 
sector accounts for a third of net 
emissions, other dominant sectors 
include stationary energy (20 per 
cent), transport (18 per cent) and 
agriculture (13 per cent).

Let’s look more closely at two key 
sectors — transport and agriculture 
— and how each can contribute to a 
sustainable future for Australia.

Transforming transport
Transport is Australia’s third-largest 

source of greenhouse gas emissions, 
growing more than any other sector 
since 1990.

Internationally, we are ranked second-
worst for transport energy efficiency 
(behind India), with cars responsible 
for roughly half of domestic transport 
emissions.

Our per-person transport emissions 
are 45 per cent higher than the OECD 
average.

High-emitting cars, relatively high 
distances travelled by car per person, 
and low use of public transport all 
contribute to our abysmal record.

To transform our transport and 
drive down emissions, Australia 
needs to provide viable alternatives 
to driving: reliable and comfortable 
public transport, cycling and walking 
alternatives; powering of cars, buses, 
trains, and trams with 100 per cent 
renewable energy; and the adoption of 
stringent and mandatory greenhouse 
gas emission standards for cars and 
other vehicles.

Expanding access to high-quality 
public transport is a proven strategy to 
reduce car use, and the electrification 
of public transport would maximise 
emission reductions.

Placing mandatory greenhouse gas 
emissions standards would not only 
drastically reduces emissions, but also 
slash fuel bills for car owners.

Transforming agriculture
Agriculture is Australia’s fourth-largest 

source of greenhouse gas emissions.
Two-thirds of emissions come from 

grazing beef and sheep alone.
Improved farming practices such as 

the adoption of zero-emissions farm 
machinery, producing food as efficiently 
as possible, improved rice-farming 
practices, and changes to cropping, 
along with regenerative agriculture 
— a system of farming principles and 
practices that increases biodiversity, 
enriches soils, improves watersheds, and 
enhances ecosystem services — offer 
the most potential for greenhouse gas 
emission reductions while at the same 
time providing farmers with increased 
yields and improved climate resilience.

Transforming politics
So how do the people of Warrandyte 

— one community in many thousands 
nationwide — make a difference?

While our choices in how we live our 
lives certainly makes a difference — 
from choosing to walk or take the bus 
instead of using our cars, and choosing 
more environmentally friendly food — 
large scale transformative change can 
only happen when the people that lead 
our states, territories and the country 
put people and the planet before profit.

This change happens at the ballot 
box — and it’s here that every vote for 
our collective future counts.

Thank you to the Intergovernmental 
Panel  on Climate Change,  the 
International Energy Agency, the 
Australian Government, McKinsey and 
Company, and the Climate Council for 
source material for this article.
Charlotte Sterrett is a member of 
local climate change action group 
WarrandyteCAN.
Find them on Facebook www.
facebook.com/warrandytecan and 
warrandytecan.weebly.com.

Call to stop global warming

Dear Diary
My name is Marguerite Marshall and I 
moved to Eltham in late 1978.

I love this area largely because of the 
landscape.

Particularly during restrictive Coronavirus 
lockdowns, I relish the joy to be able to 
walk amongst profuse plants and now 
spring flowers add even more beauty.

However, I’m worried that unless the 
world acts quickly to prevent damaging 
climate change, we will  see more 
bushfires, in particular, in this beautiful 
part of the world.

Therefore, I volunteer with several 
organisations to try and encourage our 
leaders to act quickly for a safe climate 
future.

The latest UN climate change report says 
unless the world acts quickly, we will have 
to try and survive in a chaotic dangerous 
climate.

This propelled me to start the following 
petition to the Prime Minister, Scott 
Mor r is on,  and to  the Austral ian 
Government, asking them to act urgently 
for a safe climate future.

Some people are worried that jobs will 
be lost if we act on climate change, but 
internationally acclaimed think tank 
Beyond Zero Emissions says that there 
could be more jobs in renewable energy 
than in the fossil fuel industry.

What Australia does,  can make a 
difference for a safe climate future.

“Australia is the world’s second-largest 
thermal coal exporter, accounting for 20 
per cent of the world’s supply” —Gareth 
Hutchens, [ABC News December 19, 2020]

Below is the petition’s full wording.

The more signatures there are the more 
likely we can influence our government 
to help ensure a safe climate future 
particularly for our younger people.

“We’re calling on Australian leaders 
to act urgently now to try and prevent 
tipping points in Earth’s natural 
systems, which will lead to widespread 
climate disaster, according to the 
world’s leading climate scientists in a 
UN report (IPCC Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change).
Tipping points could cause a runaway 
greenhouse effect which could take the 
Earth’s climate system beyond a point 
where human life and civilization 
could be sustained according to Lesley 
Hughes of the Climate Council.
Leaders, you must do all you can to 
try and ensure a safe climate future 
for our children, grandchildren, and 
their descendants.
The UN Glasgow conference is a vital 
time to act.
What Australia does, can make a 
difference for a safe climate future. 
Australia is the world’s second-
largest thermal coal exporter,(used 
for electricity generation) accounting 
for 20 percent of the world’s supply.
You must tell fossil fuel workers that 
you will help them transition to other 
and healthy jobs such as in renewable 
energy.
Internationally acclaimed think tank 
Beyond Zero Emissions says that 
there could be more jobs in renewable 
energy than in the fossil fuel industry.

You could remind fossil fuel workers 
and all Australians that the recent 
bushfires and floods Australia 
has suffered will only increase if 
governments don’t act quickly.
You could tell them that adapting 
quickly could make Australia 
prosperous as explained by renowned 
economist Ross Garnaut in his book 
Superpower.
The Climate Council says to do our 
fair global share, Australia needs to 
triple the level of its current ambition 
to cut emissions and aim for a 75 per 
cent reduction by 2030, and net-zero 
by 2035.
Net-zero by 2050 is at least a decade 
too late.
‘This means no new coal mines, no 
‘gas-led recovery’, no more magical 
thinking about some new method of 
carbon capture and storage.
‘We’ve got the sun, wind, land, and 
water.
‘We’ve got the brains, the science, and 
the technology to do it now.’”

The change.org petition can be found at 
http://chng.it/8S4B5yfN
Please sign this and ask all your contacts 
to do so too, and to ask their contacts to 
do likewise and so on.

Marguerite Marshall, 
Eltham

your say
By SUSAN FOREMAN
SINGLE USE-PLASTICS, while often 
used for only a few minutes, have a 
long-term impact on the environment. 

Globally, at least eight million tonnes 
of plastic waste washes into our oceans 
and rivers each year. 

Plastic has remained the most 
common category of rubbish picked 
up on Clean Up Australia Day for the 
past 20 years.

Ni l l u mb i k  Sh i re  C ou n c i l  ha s 
announced it will begin to phase out 
the use of single-use plastics at its 
facilities and events.

The plastics, which include straws, 
cutlery, plates, drink-stirrers, expanded 
polystyrene food and drink containers, 
and cotton bud sticks, will be phased 
out ahead of a Victorian Government 
ban on the items in February 2023.

Nillumbik Councillors unanimously 
supported the move at the July Council 
Meeting, which will also see Council 
seek opportunities to phase out other 
types of single-use plastics and educate 
the community on how they can do 
the same.

Mayor Peter Perkins said he was 
pleased Council could take the lead on 
such an important initiative.

“This is another critical way Council 
and the community can reduce our 
waste and its long-term impact on the 
environment,” Cr Perkins said.

“We’ve seen the damage such plastics 
can cause to our wildlife and natural 
environment when they work their 
way into our local waterways and this 
decision by Council is an important 
step to preventing further damage.

“It is one of the many tangible and 
practical actions that will underpin 
the new Climate Action Plan, which is 
currently being developed. 

“We are already leaders in recycling 
and food and organic waste collection 
so I’m confident that our community 
will embrace our further efforts to be 
more sustainable.”

Deputy Mayor, Cr Frances Eyre, 
said Council had received a petition 
from more than 200 people in the 
community in 2019 calling for the 
change by 2021.

Cr Eyre said while COVID had 
impacted the implementation, 
Council had already been working on 
replacing single-use plastics with more 
sustainable options.

“We have worked with groups holding 
events at Council facilities to include 
waste reduction activities such as the 
Eltham Festival becoming balloon free, 
and supported trials of washable food 
and drink containers at the Eltham Jazz 
Festival and Come Together Festival,” 
Cr Eyre said.

“Council will get ahead of the State 
Government ban in its own operations 
a n d  w i l l  w o rk  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e 
community — residents, businesses, 
schools and community groups — to 
do the same.”

Sugarloaf Ward Councillor, Ben 
Ramcharan, said it was an exciting 
initiative for council to support.

“I’m really looking forward to going to 
a council event in the near future and 
seeing no plastic,” Cr Ramcharan said.

“It might take some time but it’s going 
to be really positive and means we 
are leading the way in supporting the 
Victorian Government’s plastic ban by 
taking those initial measures now and 
showing it can be done,” he said.

“ We  w i l l  b e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 
community and helping people to 
adjust to the new rules as they come 
in, that will include working with 
businesses and schools and really 
helping the community with that 
transition.”

Fo r  t i p s  o n  r e d u c i n g  w a s t e 
and recycling in Nillumbik go to    
Nillumbik.vic.gov.au/reduce-your-
waste

Shire Plastic Ban

By CHARLOTTE STERRETT
WarrandyteCAN

green edge
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talking images
With BILL McAULEY

The joy of creating is in the sharing
IF YOU HIDE your light under a 
bushel, you keep your abilities or good 
qualities hidden from other people. 

Yes, I admit that modesty is an 
excellent trait, but please don’t be shy 
about showing your photographs to 
other people, for me, that’s what the 
arts are all about, connection and 
communication.

There is still time to enter your 
photographs in  the 2021 Fresh 
Perspectives photo exhibition and 
projection event. 

The closing date for entries is 
September 17. 

This is a wonderful community event 
and a chance to share your work with 
thousands of people in an outdoor 
exhibition at Taffy’s Hut near the 
Warrandyte Bridge.

The title Fresh Perspectives, gives you 
plenty of scope for your interpretation 
and subject matter, in fact, anything 
goes. 

So have a go!
Your best images of nature, of humour 

and political statements, of kids, faces, 
action and beautiful riverscapes all 
apply.

The Taffy’s Hut exhibition will consist 
of 28 photos mounted on large format 
aluminium composite board and 100 
plus photos will be selected for the 
projection event.

The good news is, at the end of the 
exhibition, each photographer will 
be gifted the large format print, not to 
mention the pleasure of having your 
work exhibited.

I have the honour of choosing the 
images for the outdoor exhibition and 
I can assure you every image that is 
entered will be respected and admired. 

I have always loved and appreciated 
other photographer’s work and very 
much look forward to seeing your work 
and curating the exhibition. 

Entries should be at least 5mb file 
size and sent to:  
billymc0905@hotmail.com with 
a completed entry form, which is 
available at jannois.wixsite.com/
photoswarrandyte

This month, I have chosen four entries 
to share with you prior to the judging 
process.

1. Dive Bomber by Denise Illing.
This wonderful action photograph 
shows a Gang Gang Cockatoo diving 
from its perch. 
Denise’s camera settings were 
1/2500 second, at f5.0 and focal 
length 220mm.

2. Pelican on the Yarra by Katja 
Gutwein. 
Katja’s own words on how she 
captured this once in a lifetime image 
of a pelican on the Yarra:
“Yes, this pelican was on the Yarra, 
on Wednesday late afternoon, 
between Mt Lofty and Heritage. 
I only had about 10 seconds between 
spotting him and him flying off. 
But I have to say, I’ve never seen
a pelican on the Yarra before.”
Katja’s camera settings were: 
1/100 sec at f7.1, ISO 800,
100-400mm lens.

3. Well Grounded by Nicole Gangel.
A quality character study of musician 
Rob Leevereld, pictured at the 
Watson’s Creek miner’s cottage. 
Nicole’s camera settings were: 
1/250 sec at f4,  ISO 800, 
70mm lens.

4. Gumnut Blossom by Shirley 
Bendle.
This image is a celebration of 
nature’s continual triumph over 
winter. 
It’s an explosion of shapes and 
colour that speaks to me of positivity 
and optimism. 
Shirley’s camera settings were 
1/1000 sec, at f4, ISO 100, focal 
length 4.3mm.

Writers set sights on the Nillumbik Prize
By SUSAN FOREMAN

ENTRIES ARE open for the Nillumbik 
Prize for Contemporary Writing.

Now is the time to start writing those 
unwritten short stories and poems.

Nillumbik Council has announced 
that entries for the 2022 Nillumbik 
Prize for Contemporary Writing 
(NPCW) are now open, and on top of 
the glory of winning the prestigious 
award, there is $18,000 available in 
prizes.

The NPCW is awarded every two 
years and builds on the Shire’s strong 
tradition of supporting contemporary 
Australian writing.

In 2022 prizes will be awarded for:

• Best short stories — with open, 

local and youth categories
• Best poems — also with open, local 

and youth categories

In addition, there will also be a 
Mayor’s Award.

The prestigious Alan Marshall 
Short Story Award will be awarded 
to the open winner in the short story 
category.

The Alan Marshall Short Story Award 
has been an important fixture on the 
Australian literary calendar since 1985 
and celebrates one of the giants of the 
local literary scene.

And speaking of prestigious, the 
judges for this year’s awards have 
also been announced with some high 
calibre names on the judging panel:

Judges

Alan Marshall Short Story Prize:
Tim Richards is a Melbourne-

based writer, script consultant and 
screenwriting teacher.

He is the author of three story 
collections.

His latest book is Approximate Life: 
The Prince and Other Stories 

Bec Kavanagh is a Melbourne-based 
writer and academic.

She has written fiction and non-
fiction for a number of publications 
including Westerly, Meanjin, Review 
of Australian Fiction and the Shuffle 
anthology.

Nillumbik Prize for  
Contemporary Writing – Poetry:
C a s s a n d r a  A t h e r t o n  i s  a n 

international expert on the prose 
poetry form and an award-winning 
prose poet.

Cassandra has authored and edited 
over 30 critical and creative books 
and has been invited to edit 12 special 
editions of leading refereed journals.

Tony Birch is the author of three 
novels: the bestselling The White 
Girl; Ghost River, which won the 
Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for 
Indigenous Writing; and Blood, which 
was shortlisted for the Miles Franklin 
Award.

In 2021, Tony will publish two new 
books; a poetry collection Whisper 
Songs, and a new book of short stories 
Dark As Last Night 

Its 17th year
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said 

the Australian renowned and highly 
regarded prize is now into its 17th year.

“This prestigious award showcases 
excellence in contemporary writing 
and celebrates Nillumbik’s culturally 
rich artistic community.

“Council  is  proudly  a  strong 
supporter of all art forms, support 
that is especially important as we 
continue to mitigate the far-reaching 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Cr Perkins said.

The best writing in local, open, 
youth and poetry categories from the 
Nillumbik Prize will be published in an 
anthology and celebrated at a special 
event next year.

Entries close Sunday, November 7.
For more information and to enter 
visit nillumbik.vic.gov.au/NPCW

1.

2.

3.

4.

Photo courtesy Nillumbik Council

Alan Marshall sculpture  
by Marcus Skipper 
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Creating a wellness plan with nature, 
nurture and indigenous traditions

AS A COMMUNITY, we are blessed to 
live in an environment full of fresh air, 
rivers, creeks, trees, wildlife and people 
who care and look out for each other.

When it gets tough or we are not 
feeling fully connected to ourselves, 
we forget that sometimes the answers 
we seek are often right in front of us 
and inside us.

The food we consume
Society has become addicted to fast 

foods, prepared foods, long-life foods, 
and processed foods.

Poor soil and the processing of foods 
kills a lot of the good nutrients and 
enzymes.

Try switching back to unaltered foods, 
as this could be one of the greatest gifts 
to improving your immune system and 
getting nutrients your body needs.

Question what is in any manufactured 
product, even vitamins and minerals.

Nothing is more significant than 
(organic) whole foods for nourishing 
our bodies.

For example, let us take look at 
Vitamin C tablets, made of ascorbic 

acid manufactured in a lab; they are 
helpful, but are not a whole food — but 
great for backup.

Australian grown foods, rich in 
Vitamin C include; blackcurrants, 
citrus fruits (oranges, limes, lemons), 
berries, tomatoes, and broccoli.

Switch to foods in season from 
within Australia, try and support our 
community and our country.

Organic is best, homegrown organic 
is even better, but if you must buy shop-
bought foods, you can buy a food wash 
to help remove many of the chemicals 
sprayed on them.

What is in the product  
ingredient list?

Look at the ingredient list of packaged 
food, the less additives the better for 
your health.

Learn to understand what all those 
numbers and additives mean.

A wise person said to me, “if you need 
to read the label, put it back”. 

This of course is not going to be 
possible all the time, so less is best in 
additives.

Bless your foods and drinks
Many religions and spiritual groups 

pray, say grace, give blessings and 
thanks to the food and drinks they are 

about to consume.
Some people also include energy 

intention and will hold their hands 
over their food or drinks whilst doing 
the prayer, gratitude or blessing.

Healing Country — Indigenous 
Traditional Healing

D r  Mi r i a m - R o s e  U n g u n m e r r 
Baumann AM, renowned artist, Elder, 
writer, activist and public speaker, is 
the 2021 Senior Australian of the Year.

Sh e  t a l k s  ab ou t  t h e  b e n e f i t s 
o f  L e a r n i n g  d a d i r r i ,  a  w o r d 
f r o m  N g a n ’g i k u r u n g g u r r  a n d 
Ngen’giwumirri languages of the 
Aboriginal people in Darwin, of the 
Daly River region NT.

Dadirri is an Aboriginal practice and 
almost spiritual skill based on respect 
and means “deep inner listening and 
quiet still awareness and waiting”.

It is not just an Aboriginal thing; 
dadirri is in everyone.

Connecting to Mother Earth — 
dadirri

As our First Nations people say, go 
back to nature, get your bare feet onto 
the ground and close your eyes.

Allow yourself to feel the earth 
beneath your feet, stand or sit down, 
on the grass, sand, soil, feel the texture, 

the warmth or coolness; feel and touch 
the earth with your hands, hug a tree, 
stand in the river, connect directly 
with nature skin on nature, after some 
practice, you may feel a tingling or 
something different, and your heart 
starts to feel something.

Aboriginal Australians lived off the 
land and many of their bush foods and 
medicines can be of benefit to us today.

Try and support the indigenous 
community by purchasing from them 
if possible or buy local.

Exercise
We know this is important, but 

sometimes we just do not do it.
Even if you stretch when you get out 

of bed, or in the shower, make it easy 
and fun to do.

Get into a habit that is not only 
healthy, but fun to do — find creative 
ways that work for you.

Reclaiming personal power
In times of crisis, we must look within 

and find some good in a bad situation.
Most of us have large blocks, vista 

views, plants, gardens and fresh air.
Set up a section where you can grow 

some herbs or fruit and vegetables.
Let us go back to grassroots and put 

the personal power back in our hands.

Start off with a few simple easy to do 
steps, and slowly increase additional 
steps
Maree Zimny is a qualified 
Clinical Hypnotherapist, Quantum 
Frequency Coach, NLP and
HeartMath® Certified Trainer
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress, 
Communications and Anger 
Management
0403 325 858 
facebook.com/thereliefcliniconline
Note: This article’s intent is to expand 
your knowledge about possibilities 
of strengthening the immune system 
and does not provide medical advice 
or treatment, and always seek 
professional medical advice.
Reach out if you are interested in 
expanding the interest in general 
wellbeing, nature, natural therapies 
to generate a discussion about a better 
future.
For more information about 
traditional healing visit healthinfonet.
ecu.edu.au/learn/health-topics/
healing/traditional-healing/
To read further about bush 
medicine visit: www.sbs.com.au/
nitv/article/2017/05/25/10-bush-
medicines-have-been-curing-people-
generations

Celebrating community

N O M I NAT I O N S  A R E  o p e n  f o r 
Manningham Civic Awards.  

Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew 
Conlon said following its cancellation 
in 2020 due to COVID-19, the Awards 
are back for 2021.

“The Awards recognise residents 
w h o ’ v e  m a d e  e x c e p t i o n a l 
contributions to our community 
through volunteer, paid and unpaid 
work, in particular during the past year 
with the pandemic,” he said.

Nominations for the Civic Awards 
cover five categories, including:
• Citizen of the Year
• Young Citizen of the Year
• Volunteer of the Year
• Sports Achiever of the Year
• Community Achievement Award

The Awards recognise those who 
have shown leadership, inspiration or 
dedication to a cause and contributed 
to the wellbeing of our community.

“Over the last 12 months, we saw how 
our communities banded together, 
helping each other during restrictions 
and beyond,” Cr Conlon said.

“Every day, many people volunteer 
in our local sporting clubs, community 
groups and other programs, making a 
significant difference to the lives of our 
community. 

“It highlighted just how important 
connected communities are and how 
dedicated our local volunteers are to 
Manningham.

“This is our chance to say thank you 
and to celebrate their contribution”.

In 2019, member of the Chinese 
Senior Citizens Club, Hardy Shum, 
won the coveted Citizen of the Year 
award.

“When I was nominated, I was so 
overwhelmed,” he said. 

“One of my greatest experiences as 
Citizen of the Year was showing my 

community that if you work hard for 
your community, you can achieve 
great things.”

All applications received for the 2020 
Awards will automatically be included 
in this year’s nominations.

N o m i n a t i o n s  w i l l  c l o s e  o n 
Wednesday, September 15, and subject 
to COVID-19 restrictions, winners will 
be announced at an Award Night Gala 
Ceremony on Wednesday, October 20.

For more information and to 
nominate, visit manningham.vic.
gov.au/civic-awards

By MAREE ZIMNY

wellness

Manningham plan 
for the future

AT THE COUNCIL meeting on August 
24, Manningham Council adopted its 
Council Plan 2021 – 2025. 

Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew 
Conlon said the Plan is the key strategy 
that sets this Council’s priorities 
to achieve better outcomes for 
Manningham over the next four years. 

He said extensive consultation 
guided the development of the plan 
which outlines the actions we will 
take to pursue our Community Vision 
2040, which states: 

‘Manningham is a peaceful, inclusive 
and safe community. 
We celebrate life with its diverse 
culture,  wildli fe  and natural 
environment. 
We  a r e  r e s i l i e n t  a n d  v a l u e 
sustainable and healthy living, a 
sense of belonging, and respect for 
one another’.

Cr Conlon said it is an exciting time 
as we now start to deliver on the 
feedback from the community. 

“ We ’ r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o 
implementing projects and initiatives 
that are important to those that live, 
work and play in our community,” 
he said. 

“Our Council Plan 2021 – 2025 
provides a roadmap for the future to 
help the organisation deliver our core 
services and infrastructure projects. 

“It has an emphasis on community 
wellbeing, particularly for younger and 
older people, our local environment 

and local businesses.” 
He said Council sincerely thanks 

residents and community groups 
who took the time to provide their 
invaluable feedback to shape this plan. 

“ Thank you to our inaugural 
Community Panel of over 40 local 
residents who deliberated on the 
feedback and other information.

“S h a r i n g  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s, 
recommendations and creating the 
new community vision furthered our 
understanding on where to focus in 
the future.” 

The Council Plan 2021 - 2025 actions 
are included under key themes: 

• Healthy Community 
• Resilient Environment 
• Liveable Places and Spaces 
•  V i b r a n t  a n d  P r o s p e r o u s 

Community 
• Well Governed Council 
Cr Conlon said Council  now 

looks forward to working with its 
partners including community, 
local and regional agencies and 
groups, businesses and other levels 
of government to deliver the actions. 

“The Council Plan 2021-2025 is 
our promise to you to pursue our 
community’s vision for the future 
and achieve the ver y best  for 
Manningham.” 

For more information and to read 
the Council Plan 2021-2025, visit 
manningham.vic.gov.au/council-
plan 

2019 Civic Award winners with former Mayor Paula Piccinini
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your say

Pound Bend parking chaos
Dear Diary
OU TR AGED residents  v igorously 
protest the Council’s Department of 
Infrastructure’s installation of a paved 
crossover onto Crown Yarra River Land, 
at 90–92 Pound Road.

This has created an unofficial, dangerous, 
and heavily used parking area opposite 
the entrance to Pound Bend.

In a total failure of due process, there was 
no consultation, no reference to required 
bushfire, environmental, historical, 
Aboriginal heritage, residential and 
riverside protective overlays, policies 
or laws.

This historically significant original 
Pound, (1852–1962) a grassed bushland 
haven for informal enjoyment, where 
children played and native animals visited 
for over 40 years, has been devastated.

Inexplicably, Friends of Warrandyte State 
Park’s offer to regenerate it has been 
declined.

There is no reason Council cannot 
immediately correct their error by 
removing the driveway, blocking all 
vehicle access, and preventing the daily 
parking causing horrors for local residents 
and ongoing environmental destruction.

Critically, habitual parking at 90–92 must 
be stopped now to prevent a chaotic, tragic 
escape scenario in case of emergency.

Locals may be aware, but the highest 
fire-risk days attract the most unaware, 
vulnerable, visitors, increasing hazards 
for us all.

This unofficial car park is a critical danger 

not only for bushfire season, but for other 
high-risk days.

When Pound Bend was closed due to 
severe winds on November 15, 2020, a 
Ranger stood at the closed gate warning 
people not to enter.

Many ignored him, he said he only had 
authority stop people with dogs.

After 10 months requesting action to 
restore 90–92 by the Warrandyte Historical 
Society and local residents, DEWLP finally 
admitted it was responsible for the land, 
promising to maintain and manage 
it during a lengthy consultation and 
decision-making process required by the 
Yarra River Protection Act 2017.

That was in June, nothing has been done.

Parking at 90–92 continues year-round 
with large numbers choosing to park 
there, even when 125 legal parking spaces 
are available in upper and lower Reserve 
car parks.

A retired resident living nearby says:

“It’s like living near a city car park — doors 
slamming, horns blaring, people shouting 
obscenities, loud music, men urinating in 
plain sight, cans, broken glass, discarded 
underwear and damaged light-weight 
PVC inflatables meant for pools, left there, 
or in our bins, or floating down the Yarra.

On high use days, traffic congestion, 
competition for space chaos, and spill-
over parking block residents’ access to 
their own homes and driveways.”

On August 18, 2021, a legal submission 
demanding urgent interim action while 
awaiting the DELWP process, was sent 

to Council, DELWP, and copied to Parks 
Victoria and the Birrarung Council, on 
behalf of 13 submitters close to the site, 
supported by an additional 15 locals, 
witness statements and letters from four 
organisations: WHS, WCA, FOWSP and 
Yarra Riverkeeper Association.

The submission includes detailed 
references to all Council and State policies 
and laws ignored, photos and smartphone 
video.

Replies have been evasive, “a full 
response will be sent to you in due 
course,” “discussions are underway,” or 
no response at all.

Inter im act ion is  urged;  include 
immediately removing the crossover; 
ensuring no points of vehicle access 
remain by deepening gutters; and/or 
constructing shin-high wooden barriers 
around the perimeter — like those in the 
official car park opposite; signs indicating 
Lower Reserve Parking availability; 
“Residents’ Only Parking” signs for nearby 
homes; appropriate signage, with WHS 
and Wurundjeri consultation, indicating 
the significance of the site.

Joy Dahl,  
Warrandyte

Sweet melody to lift the spirits
REMARKABLE TREES is a monthly 
reflection on the old, the sacred, the 
mysterious and the poetic.

This morning, having copied and 
pasted “We are in another lockdown 
as I write this” from last month’s tree 
story, I headed out for a walk.

Increasingly this  has become 
a challenge, and not because of 
lockdown restrictions.

I walk to settle my mind and allow a 
sense of the serene to unfold that I find 
only nature can offer.

Over the past few years, the bushland 
around where I live is being sold off to 
tree-changers, all with good intentions 
of living nearer nature but who also 
want to place their individual stamp 
of garden design on the land.

Fair enough, I do not judge. 
However, whether walking or not, 

mornings, afternoons, sometimes 
all the days, are now tainted with 
chainsaws, lawn mowers, whipper 
snippers, barking dogs, howling dogs 
(please take responsibility), mulchers, 
and the machines symbolic  of 
imagining an issue is solved by blowing 
it elsewhere — the leaf blowers. 

In short, it is noisy.
So again this morning, I set out to 

the guttural, grinding pulverisation of 
a tree stump.

It is particularly this sound that 
generates equally  despair  and 
motivation: despair at what I perceive 
as a disconnection from the numerous 
benefits of trees and a somewhat 
irrational, nanny-state fear about 
falling branches, then motivation to 
continue facilitating Forest Therapy 
walks as a means of reconnecting us 
to that on which we depend.

What has this got to do with Meeting 
with Remarkable Trees?

To find the solace I hope for, this 
morning I chose a path that winds its 
way among numerous self-seeding 
golden wattle trees.

I only needed pause momentarily 
and take in the scene.

Glorious.
A balm of blissful luminosity.
Watt les  are  such that  i f  you 

breathe right into their exuberance, 
you might just feel the softening of 
any soul-felt troubles; their fuzzy, 
cherubic, fluffiness raising your spirit 
up to remembrance of all that is 
exceptionally beautiful.

It is the sweetest of melodies, 
described by D.H Lawrence in 
Kangaroo as, “the most delicate, 

feathery yellow of plumes... as if angels 
had flown right down out of the softest 
gold regions of heaven to settle here, in 
the Australian bush.”

We love our wattles, right?
Like eucalypts, they are Aussie icons 

and fire survivors.
Wattles belong to the genus Acacia, 

and are found mostly in countries of 
the southern hemisphere.

There are approximately 1,350 
species of which 1,000 or more grow 
in Australia.

Indigenous Australians used, 
and continue to use, acacia seeds, 
leaves, gum, bark and wood for food, 
medicine, fuel, tools and crafts.

Settlers officially declared wattle as 
Australia’s national floral emblem in 
1988 and later in 1992, National Wattle 
Day was set for September 1.

What I find most enchanting while 
immersed in their halo, however, is 
their fragrance.

Ever-so-subtle, it necessitates an 
up-close and personal encounter; 
the putting aside of distractions while 
you allow their gentle spirit to awaken 
your senses.

In that fairy-like space, there is the 
tender sweetness of slightly honeyed 
perfume, a bouquet that whispers 
of the simple things in life that can 
lighten a load.

I wish I could just write only about 
these joys without the ominous 
clouds of persistent locking down 
and grinding machines.

But then again, would I have taken 
such moments among the wattles 
without the world as it is right now?

I hope very much each of you have 
also taken a moment   or two with what 
is so cheerfully on offer to herald the 

end of winter.
Lockdown or not, there is still new 

growth and spring liveliness on the 
way.

Jennah is captivated by the presence 
of trees and is currently training to 
facilitate Forest Therapy.
If you have a favourite tree you’d 
like to share, please email her 
jennahmrose@outlook.com

remarkable trees
By JENNAH ROSE

Photos Supplied
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Warranwood students clean up at home
By SHANE HARROP
PARENTS ACROSS the Warranwood 
Primary School community are in 
shock and awe, and of course delight 
because of the amazing cleaning 
frenzy happening across homes 
and throughout the community by 
students of all ages!

Over the last week and a half, students 
across all levels at Warranwood PS 
have been feverishly cleaning their 
bedrooms, tidying up backyards and 
even washing cars to help around the 
house whilst in lockdown.

Of course, the Warranwood students 
are naturally amazing and caring 
members of their families, and would 
always be quick as a wink to have a 
spotless bedroom and do their chores 
the very first time they are asked by 

their parents.
Ha! They wish! 
On this occasion however, the 

students are busily preparing their 
entries into the Warranwood House 
Rules competition by doing jobs 
around the home to make a difference 
and be in the running for great prizes.

It has been great to see students 
helping out at home and finding fun 
ways to support Mum and Dad and 
also have a chance to win prizes.

The students are taking a before and 
after photo of their action on their 
room, yard, or parents’ car and then 
sharing them with their classroom 
teacher to be in the running.

This is proving to be a winner for 
mums and dads at home with students 
super keen to help out and send in 
their entries.

The House Rules competition has 
turned boring old daily chores into 
a fun way of coming together as a 
family and then maybe even a chance 
to win a prize.

The competition has been terrific 
for busy parents in the community 
who have been amazing at juggling 
the work, home and student learning 
demands during lockdown, and they 
have appreciated the student agency 
and action in making a difference 
around the home.

Parents are giving the competition 
a HUGE thumbs up as they are able 
to sit back after a long day and their 
children have taken care of some of 
the jobs that were needing attention.

Way to go Warranwood!

Before Before Before

Before

After After

After

After
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Celebrating Book Week 
2021 in our schools

A bookish twist to classes at ACPS

A Book Week bestseller

By ACPS SPECIALIST TEAM
IT WAS AN exciting week at Anderson’s 
Creek Primary School (ACPS) as 
students celebrated the annual 
Children’s Book Council of Australia’s 
Book Week.

Lockdown did not dampen spirits as 
students had fun exploring literacy in 
many areas of the curriculum.

In PE, Ms Thornton read The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar, by Eric Carle, to the 
Foundation (Prep) students.

The children then slithered like a 
caterpillar around the house, and in 
Hungry Caterpillar style, did one star 
jump, two bunny hops, thee push ups, 
and so on, and finished up becoming 
a beautiful butterfly.

Grade 1 and 2 students enjoyed 
Willy the Wizard, by Anthony Browne, 
followed by some soccer skills and 
drills.

Grade 3 and 4 students were 
enthralled with Play Like a Girl: 
Smashing It, by Jo Stanley, and also 
enjoyed some footy skills and drills.

Grade 5 and 6 students were 
entertained with Bring It On, by Jo 
Stanley, followed by footy challenges 
including the longest kick and kicking 

a goal with your non-preferred foot.
I n  M u s i c / P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s , 

Foundation students explored David 
Goes to School, by David Shannon and 
then acted out parts of the book.

Grade 1 and 2 students chose their 
own picture book to perform. 

Students in Grades 3 – 6 were shown 
how to act out a fiction text of their 
choice.

They looked for clues in the text, such 
as speech in CAPITAL LETTERS which 
meant they needed to YELL.

They used inferencing and self-to-
text skills to determine the feelings and 
intentions of the character, and created 
a monologue to perform at home for 
their family.

In Italian, students watched and 
listened to Ginevra read familiar 
stories in Italian, such as, Il Gruffalo e 
la sua piccolina (The Gruffalo’s Child) 
by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler 
with the Prep-2 students.

La bambina dei libri (A child of 
books) by Oliver Jeffers and Sam 
Winston with Grade 3 and 4 students.

The Grade 5 and 6 children enjoyed 
Storie della buonanotte per bambine 
ribelli (Good night stories for rebel girls) 
by Francesca Cavallo and Elena Favilli.

Students had follow-up activities 
inspired by these stories, both craft and 
language based.

In Art, children in the junior levels 
looked at the short-listed book, Busy 
Beaks, featuring Australian birds by 
Sarah Allen. 

Following instructions from Ms 
Clarke, students sculpted their own 
bird using cardboard, paper clips, 
masking tape and covering paper.

Students in Grades 3 and 4 viewed 
Ellie’s Dragon, by Bob Graham, and in 
response modelled a dragon picture 
using playdough or plasticine.

Senior students examined Zeno 
Sworder’s short-listed book, This 
Small Blue Dot, and explored shape 
and pattern through creating a Tree 
of Life which represented connection 
to others.

The B o ok We ek celebrat ions 
culminated in a fun dress-up day on 
Friday where students and teachers 
donned costumes to represent their 
chosen book character.

They enjoyed interactive class 
teaching and activities online.

It was a fun week of learning literacy 
in its many facets.

By CLAIRE LAMBERT,  
WARRANDYTE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
AT WARRANDYTE Primary School 
we never pass up the opportunity to 
share a good book, and this year’s 
CBCA Book Week gave us an excuse 
to celebrate all that we love about 
reading.

Our students enthusiastically 
participated in a range of wonderful 
activities throughout the week, 
including painting, drawing, reading 
(of course!), cooking, writing, map 
drawing, kite making (and flying), 
quizzes and more.

Teachers organised activities and 
met with children online to share ideas 
and discuss responses to the books.

There was a lot of fun and laughter 
to be heard in the meetings and 
from the children onsite — positively 
contributing to the well-being of our 
students and staff.

Book Week was a great way to inject 
some extra excitement into the online 
learning program, and many of the 
students especially enjoyed dressing 
up for the annual book character 
parade — remote style this year of 
course!

Delivering the goods
By GREG EDWARDS
AS NEWS OF the ongoing lockdown 
spread across Victoria, morale within 
the community took another dive.

In  resp ons e to  the  extende d 
lockdown, Warrandyte Primary School 
(WPS) took the initiative to brighten 
the day of their students by arranging 
for each child to receive a care package.

Within the care packages were a 
mixture of treats, stationery and arts 
materials to help buoy the spirits of 
the children.

The items included also supported 
the students learning during Book 
Week, with a number of the resources 
within the care package used by 
teachers in their lessons the following 
week.

Dedicated WPS staff prepared and 

delivered the 145 care packages under 
COVID safe protocols, providing 
students with a wonderful surprise to 
start their weekend.

Many families from within the 
community expressed their gratitude 
of the school’s efforts by sending 
messages of thanks to the school via 
email.

WPS Acting Principal, Ms Nieta 
Manser said that the concept of care 
packages was rewarding for the staff 
as well.

“Creating the wellbeing packs was 
actually a very positive thing for the 
staff and I to do.

“We were able to focus on something 
we thought would support our families 
and bring a smile to our students’ faces 
after yet another lockdown extension.”

ACPS mix it up
By AMANDA CALLAWAY
CELEBRATING National Science Week 
is an annual event at Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School (ACPS).

Due to the current COVID-19 
restrictions, staff once again, got 
creative with how to engage students 
on this special occasion.

School Principal, Ms Sue Dyos said, 
“National Science Week presented a 
wonderful opportunity to bring the 
school community together through 
a whole school event”.

Science was incorporated into a 
whole school S.T.E.M. Day (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths).

Every class began the day online 
with their teacher demonstrating a live 
science lesson.

“The live lesson was a great way to 
spark interest in S.T.E.M. Day,” said 
Grade 2 teacher, Ms Karen Sharland.

“The students were then eager to 
explore other options and share their 
experiments and activities via our class 
blog, with their peers”.

Each teacher produced a video 
which was shared with students across 
all year levels.

Staff demonstrated a range of 
experiments and activities, using 
materials most families could find at 
home.

The specialist teachers also linked 
science to their subject areas.

Students were engaged in interesting 
activities like monitoring their heart 
rate, making music with glasses of 
water and exploring the solar system 
in Italian.

Assistant principal, Jake Laurie, 
explored static friction and there was 
a surprise video from Dr Von Eastwood 
who demonstrated how to create 
invisible ink.

There was fun making Oobleck, 
rainbow rain, lava lamps, erupting 
volcanoes and much more.

S.T.E.M Day appealed to children 
from Foundation (Prep) through to 
Grade 6.

Grade 5 student, Felix said, “It was 
a lot of fun. 

“In the morning everyone talked 
about how to do the experiments. I 
liked the storm in a glass.”

Isabel in Grade 4 said, “I loved 
making fluffy slime because mine 
turned out squishy and stretchy”.

“We also made raining clouds with 
water, shaving cream and food dye.

“When I put the food dye in, it looked 
like a cloud raining”.

Phoenix in Grade 3 was excited to 
talk about how he made a storm in 
a glass.

“You put water in a glass and put 
shaving cream on top.

“You add food dye, I used green, 
and the colour explodes through the 

shaving cream”.
Prep student, Rose said, “I did the 

bubble experiment”.
“I made a double bubble.
“I made bubble tools out of pipe 

cleaners.
“I love science!”
S.T.E.M Day was received positively 

by the school community and overall 
was a very successful event.

It brought families together to work 
as one and delighted curious minds.

Book week dress-up fun Asher and Kirra

Bailey

Hazel

Tash and Annika

Care packages waiting to brighten students’ lockdown days
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MY GOOD MATE Buddy and I regularly 
catch up at our local footy oval. 

Buddy is a three-legged German 
Shepherd from north of the Yarra. 

He’s a bit older than me and a great 
story-teller!

We play with our balls, yap about 
old times, and chin wag about our 
humans. 

As puppies, we both loved digging 
holes and chewing old boots. 

Those were the days!
We got yapping one day and realised 

both our humans also love digging 
holes. 

Mine as a soldier and builder, digging 
defensive positions in the Army and 
footings on construction sites. 

He also digs up landmines and builds 
field latrines in third world countries.

Buddy’s human has a very special 
job. 

He works for the Office of Australian 
War Graves and deals with holes 
every day. 

He specialises in maintaining the 

headstones and commemorative 
plaques in pristine condition.

Buddy described his work: 

“As we travel around the countryside 
in the Ute and visit all the War 
Cemeteries where our servicemen 
and women are buried, my job is to 
supervise a safe job site and make 
sure our campsite in the local caravan 
park is secure and cosy”.

My ears pricked up when Buddy 
described all the pie shops he visits. 

Buddy reckons “every little town that 
has a graveyard also has an ‘Award-
Winning’ pie shop – they always have 
the ‘Best Meat Pies’ and the most 
‘Scrumptious Vanilla Slices’ in the 
country!”

Wow I thought, Buddy has a great 
job — travelling around the country in 
a Ute, checking out all the holes in the 
cemeteries, and, tasting all the yummy 
food in the pie shops!

B u d d y  w e n t  o n  t o  e x p l a i n : 
“sometimes, when a funeral service 
is taking place, the grieving relatives 
are really distraught — so my other 
unofficial job, is to sidle up to them and 
offer comfort”.

I can just imagine Buddy wandering 
into a funeral service to offer his loving 
condolences. 

Although he looks pretty big and 
scary, he has a heart of gold, and is a 
good friend indeed.

Buddy and his human love their job. 
I might have to talk my human into 

a road trip! 
Editors Note: A few days after this 
photo was taken, Buddy succumbed 
to further cancers that had 
originally taken his leg. 
RIP Buddy.
Photograph: Buddy showing Zeus his 
important work at Anderson’s Creek 
Cemetery, July 22, 2021. 

Dust to dust: meat pies and vanilla slices

The benefits of work for school leavers living with disability
By SUSAN FOREMAN
EMPLOYMENT for young people 
living with disability can offer a source 
of independence, as well as increasing 
the likelihood for an improved 
standard of living and better physical 
and mental health. 
Beyond this, employment can offer 
people living with disability expanded 
social networks and increase their 
social skills, confidence and wellbeing.

Educational attainment continues 
to have a strong influence on the level 
of workforce participation of young 
people living with disability. 

In the recent Australian Institute of 
Health and Welfare report on People 
Living with Disability, approximately 
52 per cent of young people aged 15 to 
24 living with disability participated in 
the labour force, compared to nearly 
72 per cent of young people who don’t 
report living with disability.

atWork Australia says that more 
could be done to improve post-school 
transitions for young people living with 
disability in Australia to increase the 
employment numbers. 

Steve Carder, General Manager 
Disability Employment Services (DES), 
atWork Australia said meaningful, 
or satisfying work is essential to the 
wellbeing of nearly everyone as it 
fulfils a purpose.

“It’s really important that information 
is provided on options for employment 
for those living with disability, for 
when they choose to finish school.” 

“Over the years we have helped 
hundreds of students, and we know 
from this experience that transitioning 
f ro m  s c h o o l  t o  w o rk  ca n  f e e l 
overwhelming and that it’s important 
to have the best transition possible 
from school to employment. 

This is particularly important for 
school leavers who are uncertain 
about what future employment 
opportunities are available and are 
right for them.” 

atWork Australia’s School2atWork 
program is designed to assist and 
support students living with disability, 
injury or health condition to transition 
from school to work or further 
education. 

The program collaborates with local 
schools and provides information 
and support for students to plan their 
next steps in ultimately reaching their 
employment goals. 

The program includes a dedicated 
Job Coach providing support to the 
school leaver to become work-ready 
and find the right job, post-placement 
support and support in the role, health 
and wellbeing coaching and access 
to in-house health professionals, 
as well as practical assistance like 
preparing a résumé and cover letter, 
interview skills training and employer 
negotiations.

Angus Hooper (pictured right) lives 
with an intellectual disability and 
left school at the age of 17, as he was 
finding it challenging to complete 
school. 

As an early school leaver, Angus 
was referred to atWork Australia’s 
Disability Employment Services and 
met his Job Coach, Chelsea.

“Angus experienced social anxiety 
and was not confident about his 
future,” says Chelsea. 

“My first step was finding out what 
Angus enjoyed in school and what his 
hobbies are so that together we could 
establish what Angus’ career dreams 
and goals were.” 

Angus uncovered a passion for 
carpentry. Chelsea worked with 
Angus to build his self-confidence and 
improve his mental health, as well as to 
prepare him to be job-ready. 

They worked on his cover letter, 
resume, and practiced interviews 
tog ether,  g iven Angus had no 
experience as he had just finished 
school.

atWork Australia connected Angus to 
a furniture and carpentry company that 
was happy to meet him for an interview 
for a first-year apprenticeship. After a 
great interview, Angus was offered 
a full-time apprenticeship with the 
company. 

Angus is delighted with his dream 
job in the industry he wants to pursue 
his career in.

The School2atWork program is 
available in over 300 locations across 
Australia,  including Ringwood, 
Blackburn and Croydon. 

In the past 12 months, over 600 school 
leavers have been given workplace 
or further education opportunities 
including apprenticeships and 
traineeships, in a range of industries 
and sectors such as retail, hospitality, 
construction, administration and 
building trades. 

“Many local  schools  use our 
School2atWork program as a way to 
engage disengaged, vulnerable youth. 

“This has proven to be successful 
and has changed many lives,” says 
Katie  Morales, Client Engagement 
Consultant, at atWork Australia’s 
Illawarra office.

Dapto High School, located in New 
South Wales, has seen the incredible 
difference having a job can make to a 
student living with disability. 

“Our student cohort and their 
broader community struggle with high 
rates of socio-economic disadvantage 
including unemployment, family 
dislocation, related stress and mental 
health barriers. 

This negatively impinges on the 
opportunities and support available 
to young people seeking employment 
and career pathways,” says Peter 
Johnson, Senior Student Mentor, 
Dapto High School.

“We have worked with the team 
at atWork Australia for more than a 
decade, assisting hundreds of students 
from mainstream education and those 
living with disability into full-time 
careers and/or training. 

“The level of support afforded by the 
team is of the highest order and we 
have had many wonderful outcomes 
for students in that time.”

“The students we work with might 
live with a physical, learning or 
intellectual disability, a diagnosed 
medical condition, like Autism or 
have a mental health condition, so it’s 
important that we tailor the program 
to suit the individual. 

“We work on a local level with the 
school, employers and the community 
as well as the students’ family and 
support network to find a job that 
suits the students’ strengths, and helps 
them reach their career and life goals,” 
says Steve.

“We believe that everyone deserves 

the opportunity to enjoy meaningful 
work and that Australian businesses 
deserve to access the full talent pool. 

We also recognise that when it comes 
to disability, injury, a health condition 
or disadvantage, the very strengths and 
skills that help people live with their 
circumstances are also skills that are 
highly valued in the workplace, like 
determination, dedication, resilience 
and compassion.” 

“Improving employment outcomes 
for people living with disability 
will provide significant benefits 
to workplaces, the economy, the 
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s 
themselves. 

“Not only is does employment give 
them the increased income, and 
financial independence to enjoy living 
independently of their parents, but it 

can contribute to a sense of identity 
and self-worth and have positive 
health impacts.” 

It’s also a win for the businesses who 
employ people living with disability, 
as they benefit from the diverse range 
of skills, talents and qualifications 
that people living with disability have 
to offer. 

Research has shown that workers 
living with disability have higher rates 
of retention, better attendance and 
fewer occupational health and safety 
incidents than those who don’t live 
with disability.

For more information on 
transitioning from school to work 
for students living with disability 
contact www.atworkaustralia.com.au.

Drawing by Olga Wahnich

BY ZEUS
CANINE CORRESPONDENT

Angus Hooper
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specialising in natural Australian gardens

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com
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Backyard Clean Up Services
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& Odd Jobs

Jake Clancy
Qualified Arborist

    0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare
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The Day the Earth Stood Still
Michael Rennie, Patricia Neal and Robert Wise

A MAN COMES down from the 
Heavens with a message of peace for 
all mankind.  

He lives amongst us as a simple 
carpenter.  

When the powers that be reject 
his message, he begins to perform 
miracles to get their attention.  

The authorities become afraid and 
murder him.  

An angel opens up the place where 
his body lies and on the third day he 
lives again.  

He ascends back to the Heavens, 
promising to return again when the 
world is ready to hear his message.

Sound familiar?  
That is in a nutshell the story of The 

Day the Earth Stood Still — perhaps 
made more relevant to more secular 
audiences when the visitor, Klaatu 
(Michael Rennie), comes down 
from the stars in a spaceship (more 
believable to some than an immaculate 
birth) and wants to address the United 
Nations with his message/warning 
that the world needs to come together 
to survive.  

While he waits for his answer, he lives 
in boarding house under the name of 
John Carpenter (Get it? Lives amongst 
us as a carpenter?).  

He befriends a widow, Helen Benson 

(Patricia Neal) and her son Bobby 
(Billy Gray).  

His fearsome sidekick, a robot 
named Gort that speaks in tongues, 
is his Angel helper and waits on the 
spaceship until he is needed.  

John Carpenter teaches Helen to 
speak the immortal words “Klaatu 
berada nikto” and instructs her to give 
the message to Gort in the event of 
anything happening to him.  

The United Nations rejects his 
message of Peace and togetherness, 
so Klaatu warns that he will give them 
a demonstration of his powers at noon 
the following day.  

And sure enough, right at that time, 
the power goes off around the world.  

Well, that gets everyone’s attention 
and even the US military become 
afraid of him.  

As he addresses the world, a nervous 
soldier panics at the sight of his next 
gift (we will never know) and Klaatu 
is shot dead and his body stored in a 
military warehouse.  

Mary goes to an offline Gort and 
utters the message as she was taught.  

Gort comes on line immediately, 
goes to the warehouse and rolls back 
the doors, emerging with Carpenter’s 
limp and lifeless body.  

He takes him back to the spaceship 
and Klaatu emerges next day, hale 
and hearty.  

He announces that the world is not 
yet ready to hear his message and we 
have all missed our chance, but if we 
are good he promises to return one day 

when we need him most.  
Then the spaceship takes off from the 

Whitehouse lawn and Klaatu ascends 
back into the Heavens.

This 1951 version of the film is one 
of the most seminal sci-fi stories of 
the canon.  

The 2008 version starring Keanu 
Reeves has amazing special effects, 
but only a fraction of the impact of the 
low-budget 1951 story.  

In fact, when the almighty powers of 
Klaatu are released in 1951, we are in a 
lift and see little of the chaos assumed 
to be going on outside, aside from a 
few stalled cars.  

In 2008 we see it all, plus a raging 
and angry Klaatu, but somehow, we 
remain unchanged and disinclined to 
mend our ways.  

Gort, the 1951 robot/angel of the 
story, has been listed as one of the top 
five giants of all time.  

He is portrayed by Lock Martin, who 
was actually seven and a half feet tall.   

At the time of making the film, the 
message of Peace was not popular with 
the government while it was engaged 
in war with Korea.  

Robert Wise, who directed the film, 
said that it was virtually impossible to 
obtain any help from the military at 
that time in the way of tanks, artillery 
or even uniforms.  

So soon after World War Two, peace 
was already a bad word.

The film begins with Klaatu’s 
spacecraft circling the earth at 
unbelievable speeds before landing 
on a baseball field in Washington, 

being tracked on WW2-style big table 
maps with tokens pushed along by 
long sticks.  

With the recent release of the now-
famous “tic-tac” UFO footage, the 
similarities in the accompanying 
soundtracks are quite marked.

What would happen if a spaceship 
landed on the lawn in front of 
Parliament House these days?  

Would we immediately assume 
hostile aliens?  

Or would it presage peace on earth?  
How many aliens would end up on 

Manus Island? 

By JUDY DUNGEY 

classic movies

OM:NI Celebrating 
the Seniors Festival

THIS YEARS’ Victorian Seniors Festival 
is celebrated in Nillumbik with an 
exciting event from OM:NI Men’s 
Discussion Groups.

It offers something for all men and 
women, retired or nearing retirement, 
along with any other family or 
community member.

Nillumbik Shire Council is focussed 
on community recovery after COVID.  

With the lockdowns and restrictions, 
many of us have suffered isolation 
with not being able to attend events 
and activities. 

OM: NI accepted the challenge 
to reconnect the community and 
formed a small committee made up 
of volunteers, Council staff and Men’s 
Shed representatives after successfully 
receiving a community grant.  

The results are very exciting.

On Wednesday, October 13, 2021, 
commencing at 8:30am, the Nillumbik 
OM:NI Men’s Discussion Groups 
are presenting a unique morning 
event called Get on with Life as a 
celebration of life and a catalyst for 
future wellbeing.  

The free event will be held at the 
Eltham Community and Reception 
Centre, 801 Main Road, Eltham.

OM:NI have secured three excellent 
speakers: Commissioner for Senior 
Victorians Gerard Mansour, renowned 
AFL legend Tony Shaw, and Host of 
the TV show Over 50 So What! Carol 
O’Halloran.  

A free continental breakfast will be 
provided with live music together with 
an expo of community organisations. 

The aim is to attract not only people 
who are already involved in outgoing 
activities within the community but to 
also encourage their friends, partners 
and others to become members and be 
involved in new social activities.

The event is being supported by 
the Nillumbik Shire Council, COTA 
Victoria and local men’s groups.  

Booking your seat  online via 
Eventbrite is essential.

For more information, see the website  
omnigetonwithlife.wordpress.com

Film still: 20th Century Fox
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Tax tips and traps for rental property owners — Part A

IF YOU ARE ONE of the more than 1.8 
million Australians owning investment 
rental properties then this month’s 
column will be of interest to you.

Australian Taxation Office’s (ATO) 
Assistant Commissioner Tim Loh 
recently reminded property investors 
to take more care when submitting 
their tax returns as the ATO had to 
adjust more than 70 per cent of 2020 
tax returns that were selected for a 
review of their rental information.

Below are seven common mistakes 
r e n t a l  p r o p e r t y  a n d  h o l i d a y 
homeowners are likely to make when 
submitting their own tax returns or 
providing information to their tax 
agents.

1.
Failing to declare or incorrectly 

calculating the capital gain from selling 
an investment property, omitting to 
declare income from insurance claims 
or under declaring rental income 
received in cash.

Rental income must be  declared 
in the financial year in which it is 

received, regardless of how it is 
impacted upon during COVID-19 
including rent relief grants paid to 
landlords.

2.

Claiming rental property expenses 
for the whole year when the owner(s) 
used the property for part of the year — 
as a holiday home for family or friends, 
or other times when the property was 
not available for rent due to COVID 
lockdowns, undertaking repairs, or 
improvements to the property.

3.
It is important to set the rent at 

market rates and ideally advertise the 
property for rent through an estate 
agent and not just rely on Facebook 
advertising.

If you rent out at “mates rates” that 
are well below market rates you can 
only claim expenses totalling up to 
the amount of the discounted rental 
income.

4.
A common problem can emerge 

when the loan facility used to finance 
the rental property is redrawn upon 
from time to time to fund personal use 
assets such as the family motor vehicle, 
expenses relating to your primary 
residence or even school fees.

Only the proportion relating to the 
rental property component of the loan 
is deductible which necessitates the 
loan being split into two separate loans 
and interest charges and principal 
repayments apportioned accordingly.

If you are using a tax agent, this time-
consuming analysis can be costly.

5.
Be sure to apportion both rental 

income and deductible expenses 
between owners in proportion to their 
ownership percentage.

If you have purchased the property 
in joint names the split must be 50/50 
and not some other percentage that 
favours the highest income earner if 
the property is negatively geared.

If the ownership is in the form of 
tenancy in common the ownership 
proportions may not be 50 per cent 
— in which case both income and 
expenses must be apportioned in 
accordance with the ownership 
percentages.

6.
Since July 1, 2017, travel expenses 

relating to residential rental properties 
have no longer been deductible 
regardless of the purpose of the trip.

This change does not apply to 
commercial rental properties such as 
shops and factories.

7.
Record keeping is an essential 

component of managing your rental 
property which ideally should be in 
digital format to avoid deterioration, 
and backed up regularly.

If you are using the services of a tax 
agent and unable to visit in person, 
digital records rather than a shoebox 
full of invoices and receipts makes a 
lot of sense.

Of equal importance is ensuring you 
comply with the time period required 

for retaining supporting records.
Generally speaking, you must keep 

written evidence of records supporting 
your tax return for five years from the 
date you lodge your tax return.

If you are claiming a deduction for 
the decline in value of depreciating 
assets you will be required to keep 
records for the five years from the 
date of your last claim for the decline 
in value.

Next month
In my October column I will cover 

the tips and traps associated with 
incurring expenditure on repairs and 
improvements, and the costs that are 
taken up in determining the capital 
gain/loss on sale of a rental property.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice and should not 
be used as such.
If you have any questions you 
should consult a registered tax 
agent.
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA, 
Registered Tax Agent. 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113  
Ph: 0412 011 946
Web: www.ptasaccountants .com.au

WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2021

Get On With Life

GERARD MANSOUR
COMMISSIONER FOR 
SENIOR VICTORIANS

ELTHAM COMMUNITY & RECEPTION CENTRE
801 MAIN ROAD, ELTHAM 

 TONY SHAW
AFL LEGEND AND

RENOWNED SPEAKER

CAROL O'HALLORAN
HOST OF THE TV SHOW

'OVER 50 SO WHAT! '  

Retired? 
What's next?

Everyone is invited to a
unique morning event of

presentations, connections,
information and a free 
 Continental Breakfast.

8:30AM - 12NOON
BOOKINGS VIA EVENTBRITE ARE ESSENTIAL

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance

Kangaroo Ground War Memorial Park: have your say
THE DRAFT Kangaroo Ground War 
Memorial Park Management Plan is 
now open for community feedback. 

The draft management plan was 
endorsed by Nillumbik Shire Council 
at its August meeting.

The purpose of the management 
plan is to provide a practical road map 
for maintaining and enhancing the 
existing functions and character of 
the park with minimum change and 
moderate investment. 

Council had determined earlier in 
the year that a management plan was 
a more appropriate approach than the 
original goal of developing a master 
plan. 

The draft management plan has 
identified a range of improvements to 
existing park features and spaces that 
need replacement or enhancement, 

including renovating the stone 
caretaker’s cottage and replacing dying 
cypress trees. 

These improvements will ensure the 
park’s safety and enhance its heritage 
value.

Mayor Peter Perkins said Council 
recognises the historic and cultural 
importance of the site and the need to 
preserve its features, without radically 
changing them.

“ T h e  Ka n g a ro o  G ro u n d  Wa r 
Memor ial  Park  has  long b e en 
a significant landmark and the 
management plan will seek to ensure 
its heritage is maintained,” Cr Perkins 
said.

“A range of capital works priorities 
have been identified to respectfully 
maintain and enhance the character 
of the park. 

“ The draft  management plan 
acknowledges the park’s cultural 
h e r i t a g e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  i t s 
i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  Ni l l u m b i k 
community.”

Sugarloaf Ward Councillor Ben 
Ramcharan said it is important the war 
memorial continues to be something 
the community can be proud of.

“We need a plan for the park that 
will help maintain it as the beautiful 
community asset that it  is,” Cr 
Ramcharan said.

“There are so many community 
groups that have contributed and will 
continue to contribute to the running 
of the park, and it is important that the 
plan lives up to their expectations.”

Council resolved unanimously at 
the meeting to conduct a consultation 
workshop with the park’s identified 

s t a k e h o l d e r  g r o u p s  a f t e r  t h e 
community feedback period.

The public feedback period is 
now open and will close on Sunday, 
September 26. 

To view the draft management 
plan for the Kangaroo Ground War 
Memorial Park and have your say, 
visit participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/kgwmp

A n y o n e  w i s h i n g  t o  m a k e  a 
submission at Council’s Planning and 
Consultation Committee Meeting 
(PCC) can do so at the November 
meeting. 

V i s i t  n i l l u m b i k . v i c . g o v. a u /
speakatpcc for further information.

After public feedback has been 
collected and considered, it  is 
anticipated the draft management 
plan will be finalised in early 2022. 

Kangaroo Ground Tower
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Warrandyte trail explorer
WARRANDYTE MOUNTAIN 
B i ke  C l u b  ( M T B3113 ) 
members JOZICA KUTIN, 
NATALIE PAPEZ and KARINA 
VITIRITTI continue to compile 
the best  o f  Warrandyte 
MTB3113 trail rides in and 
around the Warrandyte area.
This is the seventh ride in the 
series.
These t ra i l s ,  pr in ted in 
the Warrandyte Diary, will 
eventually be turned into a 
book of local mountain biking 
trails.
This latest ride was mapped 
in accordance with State 
lockdown measures.
Only attempt this ride if it allows 
you to stay compliant with 
current lockdown measures.

Croydon Hills 
Navy Route – 25km

Total distance: 25km
Elevation gain: 414m
Maximum elevation: 173m
Surfaces: Sealed and unsealed 
roads, shared pathways, single tracks.
Rating: Intermediate. Single 
track along Croydon Road (1km) 
and Ringwood-Warrandyte Road 
(2.4km).
Facilities: At the trailhead you will 
find cafés, restaurants, pub, bakeries, 
toilets, BBQs and playgrounds. 
Enroute you will find cafés, toilets 
and picnic facilities.

This ride takes you from Warrandyte, 
t h r o u g h  S o u t h  W a r r a n d y t e , 
Warranwood, Croydon Hills then back 
home via part of the Mullum Mullum 
Trail, Warrandyte South, and back to 
the trailhead.

You will be exploring a variety 
of  reser ves  dotted throughout 
Warranwood and Croydon Hills.

The start of the ride is at the Whipstick 
Gully Gospel Chapel car park (the 
MTB3113 Trailhead).

0km: Map Point 1 
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark — MTB3113 Trailhead

Head out west, away from the shops, 
past the Warrandyte Dairy, along the 
river and cross the wooden bridge 
over Andersons Creek into Taroona 
Reserve.

Head straight out of the carpark, 
crossing Everard Drive and ride up 
Taroona Avenue to the intersection 
with Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road 
(Skate Park).

Cross at the pedestrian lights to be 
on the safe side.

1.5km: Map Point 2 
Goldfields Shopping Centre 

Ride along behind the bus stop and 
follow the shared path which starts just 
after the road entrance to the shopping 
centre.

This path takes you along Heidelberg-
Warrandyte Road, around the shops 
and Anderson’s Creek Primary School.

After the primary school, at the fork, 
take a left over the little car access 
bridge, then take the sealed path left 
along Harris Gully Road to near the 
school crossing, and cross over to Gold 
Memorial Road (2.1km).

Follow the, now sealed, Gold 
Memorial Road as it  meanders 
along the Warrandyte State Park and 
Andersons Creek— enjoy the scenery.

At  4.5km you w il l  get  to  the 
intersection with Husseys Lane, go 
left and climb steadily to the servo.

5km: Map Point 3 
Shell Servo — Fiveways

Welcome to the worst intersection 
in Warrandyte — five ways cars can 
come at you.

The safest place to cross Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road is at the bus stop, 
just after the second servo driveway.

Ride back (right) to Croydon Road 

along the shoulder and take the single 
track along Croydon Road, passing 
Warrandyte Glass on your left.

As you climb along Croydon Road 
just watch out for the section that forces 
you back onto the road’s shoulder.

At the roundabout (6.3km) follow the 
red gravel path on your left (Wonga 
Road).

6.6km: Map Point 4 
Rob Dolan Winery & Cellar Door
A winery?
Yes, you could end your ride here, but 

we shall keep going. 
Just past the very large winery sign, 

turn left onto Reids Lane (a quiet 
sealed road).

At the intersection with Brysons 
Road (7.1km) turn right, then turn 
second on your left at Omeo Parade 
(7.6km).

After the first house on your right 
there is a path, take this path down 
between the houses, you are now 
h e a d i ng  t h rou g h  Wa r ra nw o o d 
Reserve, zooming carefully along the 
gully.

At a path intersection (8.2km) you’ll 
see a sign with a symbol of a possum 
and a horse.

Follow the horse route left (gravel) 
and at the next intersection take the 
track that becomes a concrete path 
ahead of you (slight right), keep left 
following the horse signs and then 
through the park gate until you get to 
Bemboka Road (8.6km), turn left.

This is now Merrill Crescent (sealed), 
zoom on down but after the hairpin 
bend take the first street left (Kerry 
Road). 

9.1km: Map Point 5 
Kerry Road, Croydon Hills

Ride a bit up then down along the 
sealed Kerry Road and at the bottom 
you will see parkland.

Take the bitumen path to your left 
around the lake — this is Candlebark 
Walk Reserve.

9.2km: Map Point 6 
Candlebark Walk Reserve

Follow the path clockwise around the 

lake, sticking to the fence line.
There are two lakes, so you could 

take a short cut across the footbridge 
between the lakes (9.9km).

But keep riding along the fence line 
(all gravel now) and when you see the 
road ahead, drop down right along 
a fence line to circle back along the 
other side of the lake up to the little 
playground (with picnic table), then 
dropping back right off the concrete 
path, onto the gravel path back next 
to the lake (here you will find a pergola 
and bench for a break — 10.6km).

The path forks, head left and onto 
Lakeside Crescent (10.8km).

Take the second road on your right — 
Peppermint Place — and after a short 
way you will see a path on your left 
heading into another reserve.

11.2km: Map Point 7 
Settlers Orchard Reserve

Hop off Peppermint Place and take 
the gravel track on your left — you are 
now in Settlers Orchard Reserve.

Follow the footprint signs, taking the 
path right and then along a reserve 
running between houses crossing 
Merrill Crescent again.

Now you are in Narr-Maen Reserve, 
cross Narr-Maen Drive (11.6km), 
continuing on the path that then leads 
you to Plymouth Road opposite Yarra 
Valley Grammar.

12.4km: Map Point 8 
Yarra Valley Grammar  

Sports Complex
Turn left onto the sealed shared 

footway along Plymouth Road to the 
pedestrian lights at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Primary school (13.1km).

Here you have McAdam Square with 
a range of shops, a servo, and cafés.

Cross at the lights, go right, then 
the first left down Sandgate Avenue 
(sticking to minor roads for now to get 
to the Mullum Mullum Creek Trail).

Left at Binbrook Drive, then first 
right at Leyland Street, then right at 
Highland Avenue.

At the end of Highland Avenue 
(14.1km) you join the Mullum Mullum 
Creek Trail (this is the start or end of it 
depending on your perspective).

Ride the Mullum Mullum Creek Trail 
through Douglas Maggs Reserve to 
Kalinda Road.

15.3km: Map Point 9 
Kalinda Road

Turn right onto Kalinda Road — its 
busy — then after about 400m take 
the first street on your left — Mundara 
Drive.

Climb up along Mundara Drive to get 
to this ride’s highest elevation at 173m 
at the 16km mark.

Follow Mundara Drive all the way to 
Wonga Road, (16.6km) turn right onto 

Wonga Road then a quick left onto a 
track that leads to Quambee Reserve.

16.8km: Map Point 10 
Quambee Reserve, Warranwood
Home of the Warranwood Sharks — 

here you will find clubrooms, football 
ovals, toilets and a drinking tap.

Keep left and follow the gravel path 
along the perimeter which takes you 
high above the ovals, veer right around 
the large water tanks, and along the 
perimeter of the second oval (not 
between).

Then at the little lake or large pond 
(depending on your perspective) ride 
the steep bit up, around the oval, 
and then left at the Pony Club, onto 
Quamby Road (not a typo!).

Ride along Quamby Road to the 
T-intersection with Old Warrandyte 
Road.

17.9km: Map Point 11 
Old Warrandyte Road

Zoom down Old Warrandyte Road 
all the way to Hall Road — turn right, 
and climb Hall Road — past the South 
Warrandyte Hall, where it finally ends 
at Ringwood-Warrandyte Road.

Cross carefully at this point and head 
toward the Shell servo.

20.7km: Map Point 3 return 
Shell Servo — Fiveways

Back here again, and ride past the 
driveways of the service station and 
take the single (postie) track that keeps 
you safely off Ringwood-Warrandyte 
Road — up until the childcare centre 
at the corner of Masonic Ave.

23.3km: Map Point 12 
Masonic Avenue

At the Warrandyte Childcare and 
Preschool Centre, cross Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road to the gravel footpath 
on the other side.

Continue along and after the 
Stonehouse Café drop down right 
onto the river path, winding your way 
to the River Reserve carpark next to the 
Warrandyte Bridge (toilets and cafés).

24.4km: Map Point 13 
Warrandyte Bridge

Take the driveway down to the 
River Reserve path, passing the new 
wonguim wilam (formerly Lions Park)
and picnic area, the playground and 
the Warrandyte Bakery.

Take care riding along the river 
reserve — it can seem like the warm-
up area for the Crufts Dog Show —
head up the concrete path behind the 
Historical Society back to the trailhead.

25km: End 
Warrandyte MTB Trailhead

Switch off your Sound of Music 
soundtrack — and leave Croydon Hills 
behind you.

Up for the challenge?

MTB3113 are offering a lockdown challenge.
Cycle the Warrandyte Classic – Orange Route — 13.5km as many times as 

you can before the end of September.
Warrandyte MTB club has prizes, courtesy of Bicycle 

Superstore Nunawading.
Prizes for Adult and Dirt Devils fastest time 

completed as well as most times completed the loop.
Log your ride on Strava and send any pics/stories 

from your adventure to bulletin@warrandytediary.
com.au.

Scan the QR code for further details on the challenge 
and a link to the route on Strava.



Now Available
$15 SNACK PACKS

Fish & chips 
15 Nuggets & Chips 

Chicken Wings
All Snack packs come with a can of soft drink

104 Melbourne Hill rd,
Warrandyte

Ph: 9844 0396
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Runners take your mark
By MEGAN McINERNEY, 
RUN WARRANDYTE
GET YOUR diaries out and dust off 
your runners.

The team at Run Warrandyte have 
been busy as bees preparing for next 
year’s event and we are super proud to 
announce that Run Warrandyte 2022 
will be held on Sunday, March 6.

All your favourite running events will 
be back in 2022, including the 2.5km, 
5km, 10km, 15km and we will also see 
the return of the kid’s sprint — let’s get 
real, who doesn’t love a lolly bag.

We can honestly say that there is an 
event for everyone, whatever your age 
or your fitness level and with such a 
fabulous response to our newest event, 
we are thrilled to announce that the 
“tough as old boots” 21km will be back, 
catering for the hard-core runners and 
the daredevils in our community.

2022 will see the return of the 
Runner’s Village featuring sponsors, 
local businesses, entertainment and a 
selection of food and beverage options.

We sadly missed the Village in 2021 
due to Coronavirus restrictions, but 
we are ever hopeful that 2022 will see 
a brighter outcome for community 

events, not to mention we love seeing 
your smiling, hot, sweaty, faces 
enjoying the post-run vibe and reliving 
how many times you ran up the Pound 
Road hill.

We will be reaching out for interest 
as the year progresses, so keep an eye 
on our socials if you would like to be 
involved in the Village.

Warrandyte Tips and Trails articles 
and our RW22 Runners Profile will also 
be a feature on social media this year, 
so we encourage the community to 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
and also sign up for newsletters via our 
webpage for all your Run Warrandyte 
information.

Lastly, we can’t run this event 
without the amazing sponsorship of 
community business and the brilliant 
donations we receive every year, so 
again we sincerely thank you guys for 
your support.

Our 2021 amazing sponsors included 
The Grand Hotel, Quinton’s IGA, 
Ringwood Warrandyte Osteo, Swift 
Caravans, Charlie Bins, Johnson 
Reimer, Long Life Health Care, Just 
Water, Oxygen8 and of course our 
major sponsor the Community Bank 
Warrandyte.

We  a r e  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  f o r 
sponsorship, so if your business would 
like to come on board, we would love 
to have you.

Registration will open in September, 
so stay tuned. 

To find out more, find Run 
Warrandyte on Facebook and 
Instagram or visit their website 
runwarrandyte.com

Courts resurfaced
By JAMES POYNER
THE CLOSURE of the Taroona 
Avenue netball/basketball courts 
has had a silver lining.

Manningham Council  were 
able to use this opportunity to 
undergo routine maintenance and 
resurfacing of the courts.

Resurfacing which Suzy O’Rourke, 
Vice President of Warrandyte 
Netball Club welcomes, but says is 
“long awaited”.

“We did try to get a better surface 
over the past 10 years but it was 
too complicated in the end and 

would have needed power poles 
to be moved and Netball Victoria 
certification. 

“We are very happy to have a 
better surface for now to prevent 
injury for our players, as well as the 
community who uses it.

“Council will be putting the poles, 
padding and new line markings 
on the new surface, in the coming 
weeks,” she said.

Like all other community sport, 
Netball is currently suspended due 
to Lockdown measures.

Get out on the green
By SANDI MILLER
LAWN BOWLS has seen a resurgence 
over recent times and the sport is 
growing in popularity around the 
world as people of all ages see the 
benefits of getting out on the green.

And in Manningham it is no different.
With multiple clubs across the 

municipality, residents are spoilt for 
choice when it comes to finding a 
green close to them.

Each club offers something slightly 
different, with everything from barefoot 
bowls to Pennant competitions, there 
really is something for everyone.

The Templestowe Bowling Club  
(TBC) is the oldest Lawn bowling club 
in Manningham.

Greg Hodson from Templestowe 
Bowling Club said members enjoy a 
club atmosphere and ethic that values 
sporting participation.

“We have a membership of about 
sixty and are always looking for new 
members to join us and share what 
the club can offer, including social and 
competition bowling and many social 
and community functions throughout 
the year.

Greg said TBC is at 1 Swilk Street, 
Templestowe, and benefits from its 
proximity to the Yarra Trail and the 
beautiful Ruffey creek. 

“Finns Reserve and Westerfolds park 
stretch out behind our club and two 
popular local cafes are just beyond our 
gate, one across the road and one next 
door,” he said.

The club offers Saturday and 
midweek Pennant Competition in the 
summer season.

Last season four of TBC’s Pennant 
teams all made the finals, with two 
teams winning their grand final games.

As well Interclub challenge matches 
and Intraclub Tournaments are 
also eagerly anticipated and highly 

enjoyable events.
Recreational and casual bowling 

is made available, and Saturday 
social games are played outside of 
the summer season, and Wednesday 
social games are played all year round.

He  s a i d  Ba re f o o t  B ow l i ng  i s 
scheduled every Sunday or upon 
request.

“Come over and see us and we can 
show you what this great club offers. 

“Try out our turf green, the best in 
the area!”

Donvale Bowls Club’s  Robert 
Fairweather said his club has a vision 
for its future, and is  looking to develop 
a strong administration, member 
participation, and importantly, 
coaching and encouragement.

He said the club has overcome some 
hard times, but has been successfully 
embarking on a determined and 
assertive recruitment program — a 
program designed to attract and retain 
new bowlers.

The Club’s membership has grown in 
the last five years to 242 members and 
continues to grow.

“With 13 affiliated and qualified 
coaches, a coaching and development 
program in place, we are ensuring 
all  our members receive ample 
opportunit ies  to  achieve their 
potential as bowlers, coaches, umpires, 
committee members or selectors,” 
he said.

Rob said many new bowlers who join 
are initially only interested in social 
bowling. 

They are looking to have fun, enjoy 
the fellowship a club such as Donvale 
provides.

However, he said for those with 
a competitive spirit, Pennant sides 
provide an opportunity for all abilities.

Donvale has both grass and synthetic 
greens, enabling members to play or 

roll up all year.
Rob said the club is indeed fortunate 

enlisting the services of current senior 
and highly credentialed playing Coach 
Scott Rees. 

He said Scott has played an active 
and integral role in the success story 
associated with the Donvale Bowls 
Club.

“Scott, our current Club Champion, 
continued on to win the coveted 
Champion of Champions — indeed a 
mighty effort,” Rob said.

L a s t  s e a s o n ,  D o nv a l e  h a d  a 
remarkable Pennant season with eight 
teams qualifying and playing finals, 
including a promotion to Division 1.

New members are always welcome, 
and both the Templestowe and 
Donvale Bowls Clubs encourage 
anyone interested to get in touch. 

No matter where you live, there is a 
club ready to welcome you onto the 
green.

Warrandyte Basketball’s 
Lockdown 6.0 update

By BRIONY WYLDE
WHAT A YEAR it has been in the 
basketball world, a year that can 
only be compared to the operation 
of a set of traffic lights, green — full 
competition, orange — training only 
and red — no competition.

Frustration has truly set in during 
Lockdown 6.0 as the longer it drags on, 
the likelihood of the Big V, VJBL and 
EDJBA current seasons’ abandonment, 
due to lack of available time. 

This would leave all competitions 
with no true outcome once again 
and especially disappointing for our 
Venom Youth League Women who are 
red hot favourites to take out the Big V 
Division 1 2021 Championship.

Behind the scenes, the committee 
and staff of Warrandyte Basketball 
continue to put in the hard yards to 
ensure the club is ready to bounce back 
once again from this latest lockdown.

Preparations for all three programs’ 
2021/22 seasons are well underway, 
looking at how best to assist players 
and coaches returning after  a 
disheartening two years of basketball.

Registrations have just closed for 
the Redbacks, who are hoping to 
begin their EDJBA Summer season on 
Saturday, October 8, 2021.

While restrictions have hindered any 
ability to recruit through school clinics, 
registration numbers are healthy 
enough for the club to enter over 40 
teams into the domestic competition.

The VJBL season is pencilled in 
to begin Phase 1 grading games in 
November 2021.

Venom coaching appointments 
are currently being considered 
and preparations are in process to 
commence Venom tryouts in the first 
week of October.

While the Big V season will not begin 
until early next year, the planning is 
endless, so work for the 2022 season 
has already begun.
Warrandyte Basketball is always 
looking for ways to improve and 
excite their members and you can 
keep up to date by visiting the club 
website www.warrandyebasketball.
com.au or via the Warrandyte 
Basketball Facebook page.

Scott Rees,  
Champion of Champions



SEPTEMBER 2021 Warrandyte Diary 31

Warrandyte Cricket Club: more than sport…
By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
THE RADIO IS playing I Got You Babe 
by Sonny and Cher, it is certainly still 
cold outside as Victoria’s lockdown 
once again has sporting clubs unable 
to play or train.

Of course, sporting clubs are more 
than just a place to play sport.

They are an integral part of the 
community and play an important role 
in developing and supporting their 
members.

This role has never been more 
important than in these times of COVID 
uncertainty.

Sporting clubs can and should be at 
the forefront of community recovery 
by providing critical support systems 
for members’ physical, mental, social, 
and emotional wellbeing.

A great case study is Warrandyte 
Cricket Club (WCC), who has put 
mental health and wellbeing at the 
forefront of its goals for the future.

The club is building on its already 
well-established culture of friendship 
and care by creating a club that not 
only provides a safe and welcoming 
environment for all members, but also 
by providing a framework of support for 
its members, particularly members who 
are struggling due to the uncertainty, 
financial hardship, loneliness, and the 
stress of COVID and lockdowns.

Warrandyte Cricket Club’s Member 
Welfare Program has been formally 
established to create a structure where 
the Club provides its members and 
volunteers with training and support 
services.

WCC now has a dedicated Wellbeing 
Team;

Sarah Hodgson, Child Safety Officer; 
Drew el Moussalli, Protection Officer; 
Ben Taylor, Values and Leadership; 
Rachel Watts, Player Wellbeing; Patrick 
Grocott, Player Liasion; Ben Trayford, 
COVID Officer; and Bailey Dixon, 
Meals.

The team will provide a variety of 
services which include:
• Child Safety Code of Behaviour
• WWCC, Good Sports, Love the 

Game
• Leadership Development
• Mental health and wellbeing
• Player communications and 

support

• COVID – Communication and 
compliance

• Weekly meals at the club
While no training or play can 

commence, WCC are committed to 
ensuring that the whole community 
are capable of being the best they can 
off the pitch, by sending regular mental 
health checks to players via various 
WhatsApp groups, letting players 
know that it is okay to feel anxious and 
uncertain during these times and that 
you have great mates you can talk to.

By providing some handy fitness tips 
and some “funny moments in history”, 
makes sure players are not overloaded 
— WCC are bang on the perfect line 
and length during lockdown.

More broadly, WCC  also provide 
a number of fantastic services and 
programs off the pitch dedicated to 
improving and growing a safe and 
loving community.

Mental Health and Wellbeing
WCC are committed to exploring 

ways of supporting members’ mental 
health and wellbeing, whatever their 
age or gender identity.

The club is aware of the impact of the 
pandemic on members’ mental health 
and wellbeing and will be making 
wellbeing a critical focus.

Members will receive mental health 
first aid training, and leaders will be 
involved in integrating emotional 
and social wellbeing programs across 
the club.

Rachel Watts,  a local Clinical 
Psychologist, is supporting the WCC to 
strengthen its response to the mental 
health needs of players and the wider 
WCC community. 

As WCC Wellbeing Officer, Rachel 
Watts said:

“The pandemic and the extended 
lockdowns have had a profound affect 
on people’s mental health.

“ F r u s t r a t i o n ,  a n g e r,  f e a r, 
hopelessness, isolation, sadness, 
and desperation are just some of the 
feelings most of us have experienced 
during this incredibly difficult time.

“A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  h a v e  b e e n 
unprecedented times, we do know that 
sport, exercise, social connection, fun, 
friendship, and community support 
helps all of us through these hard 
times.

“WCC is well placed to offer all of 
this to its players and members — no 
matter what age they are.”

Child Safe Program
The program provides a safe and 

supportive environment for children 
and young people; and ensures that 
the experiences of children and young 
people are free from any form of child 
abuse, bullying, harassment or other 
inappropriate conduct.

Good Sports Program 
Good Sports is Australia’s largest 

community health sports program.
It is run by the Alcohol and Drug 

Foundation (ADF) and is committed 
to building strong communities and 
limiting the harm caused by alcohol 
and other drugs.

With Level 3 accreditation, WCC is 
accredited by Good Sports at its highest 
level — which means members and 
volunteers can come along knowing it 
is a welcoming and safe environment 
to socialise and participate in the sport 
they love.

Love the Game Program
The Love the Game Program is an 

initiative of the Victorian Responsible 
Gambling Foundation.

The program aims to reduce the 
exposure of young people to sports 
betting promotions and to disrupt the 
“normalisation” of betting on sport.

Sport is enjoyable on its own and 
it has lots of benefits, among them 
the development of physical skills, 
leadership ability, strategic thinking, 
teamwork and just having fun.

Warrandyte Cricket Club is a member 
of Love the Game Program.

STOP. One Punch Can Kill
SOPCK began after the tragic death 

of David Cassai on NYE 2012 from a 
senseless, unprovoked, violent attack 
ending his life with a ferocious one 
punch.

WCC is proud to support SOPCK 
and raise awareness of the impact 
of senseless acts of street and social 
violence in an effort to work towards 
creating a safer community and to 
raise awareness that one punch can 
and DOES kill.

Harm prevention through education 
and awareness are important factors 

in changing attitudes towards 
violence, particularly with the many 
young men involved in sporting 
clubs.

Leadership Development
A program facilitated by Leading 

Teams and targeted towards our 
emerging leaders.

The focus is centred on working to 
create high performing teams and in 
the process, nurturing and creating 
high performing leaders — people 
who are able to use the leadership 
skills that we model and teach, so they 
can apply them in all walks of life.

The program encourages our 
leaders to scratch a little deeper and 
to explore what else it offers as a 
significant community stakeholder 

to club members and the Warrandyte 
community.

And so much more…
Thursday Night Meals have been a 

mainstay of the WCC for many years.
These nights offer an opportunity 

for connection, conversation and 
friendship — something that has 
been sorely missed during the COVID 
lockdowns.

WCC is looking forward to a great 
season of cricket and getting our 
community back together again.

The Club welcomes new members 
and players wanting a safe and friendly 
environment.

As Club President, Bill Stubbs says: 
“There is a place for everyone at 
Warrandyte Cricket Club”

Footy season abandoned
By JAMES POYNER
AS LOCKDOWN 6.0 continues and 
we move closer and closer to the start 
of Cricket Season, the current footy 
season is officially cancelled.

On Saturday, September 4 the 
Eastern Football Netball League 
( E F N L )  re l e a s e d  a  s t a t e m e n t 
explaining their decision to cancel 
the 2021 Season.

“The EFNL, EDFL, NFNL, RDFNL, 
SFNL, SMJFL, VAFA and WRFL 
collectively wish to issue a statement 
regarding the 2021 season.
F o l l o w i n g  y e s t e r d a y ’s  S t a t e 
G o v e r n m e n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t 
of an extension to lockdown in 
metropolitan Melbourne until at 
least September 23, all leagues 
have mutually decided to cancel all 
competitions for the 2021 season.
This announcement does not apply 
to Auskick.
AFL Victoria will provide an update 
on Auskick in due course.
This decision is an extremely difficult 
one and has not been made lightly.
All leagues have been working 
diligently in the hope of enabling the 
remaining games in the 2021 season 
to be played.
However, it is now apparent this 
will not be possible in the current 
environment.
All leagues are committed to working 
closely with their member clubs, 
AFL Victoria and Netball Victoria 
to manage the associated issues 
related to the cancellation of all 2021 
competitions and working towards a 
return to play next season.
We wish to take this opportunity 
to thank all clubs, players, parents, 
volunteers, officials, umpires and 

league partners for your patience, 
support and cooperation throughout 
the 2021 season.
We urge all associated with our 
respective communities to heed the 
advice and regulations in place by 
order of the State Government.
We all have a role to play in ensuring 
our community remains safe and 
healthy so we can all return to 
football and netball next season.
Further updates regarding the 
operational aspects of this decision 
will be provided in due course via 
each respective league.
All leagues look forward to returning 
to competition bigger and better in 
2022.”
When play was suspended, both the 

Reserves and U19s were sitting in 4th.
The Seniors were sitting top of their 

Division.
As we go to print, the Bloods are 

looking at a “minor Premiership” as 
they sit top of the ladder following 
the home and away season, the Diary 
understands that a meeting will take 
place on Thursday, September 9 
between the clubs and EFNL to decide 
if a flag will be awarded this season.

With grounds handed over to Cricket 
on September 18, unless there is a 
dramatic change in situation, our 
reserves will see no more footy this 
season.

WCC Juniors ready and 
raring to get back

DESPITE A disrupted pre-season due 
to the COVID Lockdown, Warrandyte 
Cricket Club Junior Program is well 
advanced in its planning for the 
upcoming season.

The season will  start as soon 
as COVID restrictions allow, and 
hopefully this will be in October.

This season our family-friendly club 
has a full cricket program catering to 
all skill levels, gender and age groups 
— with a plan to field 15 Junior teams 
across all age levels including Under 
10s, 12s, 14s, 16s, and 18s.

Further to this, WCC is planning to 
field dedicated Junior Girls’ teams in 
Under 12s and Under 15s

And the little ones won’t miss out 
with the very popular Junior BLAST 
Program for the beginners (5–8 year’s 
old), commencing at the end of 
October or early November

Martin Rakuscek is again heading up 
the Junior and BLAST programs and 
Michelle Heffernan is heading up the 
Girls’ and Women’s programs.

All teams will  have dedicated 
coaches and team managers with age 
group coordinators providing support:

• Paul Kamphius U10s, 
• Kris Trevena U12s 
• Rob Potter U14s 
• Brandon Stafford U16s

Warrandyte Cricket Club is a Good 
Sports accredited club, endorses Love 
the Game Program and all coaches, 
team managers and officials have 
working with children certification.

New members are always welcome. 

To  r e g i s t e r,  p l e a s e  g o  t o :  
www.playcricket.com.au and search 
for the club “Warrandyte”. 
Any questions can be directed to:
Martin Rakuscek, Junior Coordinator 
mrakus c ek@yaho o.c om or on  
0417 581 518.
M i c h e l l e  H e f f e r n a n ,  G i r l s 
a n d  W o m e n  C o o r d i n a t o r  
mheffernan1975@gmail.com, or on 
0418 143 273.

Bailey Dixon

Sarah Hodgson

Ben Taylor

Under 16 2020/21 Premiers

Ben Trayford
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