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Days on the green
As we head back indoors, the weather of the warmer months ahead is not the only thing we are looking forward to. 
Warrandyte Festival Committee are planning a mini festival — Warrandyte Together Again for October. Our much-
loved temporary village green, which was established during Stage 1 of the new Lions Park has been retained with a last 
minute re-jig of Stage 2, which will be starting construction soon. See Page 3 for further details. Photo: SANDI MILLER

Check out our FB to see what we are about.

If you’re interested, we would love to hear 
from you — employment@h2pro.com.au

WE ARE HIRING

We need a 4th year or fully 

qualified maintenance plumber 
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 

We return to our roots and sift
through the Warrandyte Diary
archives to find how Warrandyte
has (or hasn’t at all) changed 
o v e r  t h e  p a s t  5 0  y e a r s .

AUGUST 1, 1971, Page 1 (Extract)

Vital issues will go 
to public meeting

‘BULLDOZERS OR BIRDS?’
An unprecedented interest in conservation is 
sweeping Warrandyte.
Residents are apprehensive about the future of 
our village.
The controversy is raging on all fronts like a 
bushfire out of control.
Following letters in the Warrandyte Dairy (sic) last 
month, a large cross-section of our community 

feels so strongly about this issue that they have 
joined forces in calling for a protest meeting.
They have come out in open support of a plan for 
specific action.
Here are their views on this vital matter.

“WHEN WILL ALL THE 
TREES BE GONE...?”

“Sadly, this question could be asked here in 
Warrandyte not too many years from now.”
“Already you can ask, ‘Where have all the wallabies 
gone?’ They were plentiful in places just a few 
years ago. 
If you live in Harris Gully Road you can ask, ‘Where 
have all the bellbirds gone?’ They were plentiful 
six weeks ago.”
“How much time is there for rosellas, for 
kookaburras, for magpies? How much time for 
trees?
“In parts of Warrandye the song of the bulldozer 
drowns out all else. 
To us it sings none too sweetly.
“As the children grow up, as they play on bitumen 
roads, gazing at brick walls and paling fences, 
inhaling petrol fumes, will our wistful memories 
be an adequate substitute?
“We are worried about the Warrandyte our 
children will grow up in. We are worried about the 

sort of place it may be when we are older. 
“How many people do you know in your street? 
Or a mile away? Or two miles? How many will 
you know when Warrandyte becomes another 
Doncaster. A human sea. And how many people 
will know you? You will become another face in 
the supermarket. A non person. A thing. The man 
two doors up. A suburbanite.
“Our argument is not with the gradual settlement 
of the township area, on blocks that have been 
subdivided for many years. Providing trees are 
left and replanted where feasible. Providing the 
kerbing of streets and the building of concrete 
footpaths is avoided. Providing these newcomers 
who come to live among us are prepared to cherish 
and respect Warrandyte as we have tried to do.
“It is the clearing of further bushland that we are 
prepared to stand against. The scarring of rural 
land. The destruction of Warrandyte. Anyone who 
doubts the validity of our argument should drive 
along Harris Gully Road, some-time soon.

“AND THIS IS ONLY THE 
BEGINNING. DO WE WANT 

EVEN MORE?
“We, the undersigned, do not. 
“There is only one answer. There must be a 

gathering of the community. It must discuss 
where we are heading. It must question local 
government representatives and candidates for 
council who actively solicit for our vote.  What 
are they going to do about this? 
“We must gather to save our Warrandyte.  Before it 
is too late.  We will see you at a PUBLIC MEETING 
at the MECHANICS’ HALL on FRIDAY, AUGUST 
13 [1970], at 8pm.”

SUPPORTERS FOR 
STATEMENT :

The following residents, deeply disturbed by 
what is happening in Warrandyte, have signed 
the above statement. They are standing up to 
be counted.
J. & H. Henke, D. Macneish, Y. Reid, J Bucknall, 
J. Ellis, H. Loy, H. & P. Davidson, V. Hawkins, 
H. Goossens, G. & J. Huggins, P. Robertson, J. 
Walliker, J. Sinclair, J. Young, P. & T. Booth, C. & T. 
Hofman, G. & I. King, E. Hardiman, J. & J. Voller, 
D. Chandler, E.M. Day, R. G. & B. Coles, A. & S. 
Robinson, J. & C. Green, R. & B. I. Harris, J. & H. 
M. Cupples B. & H. Day, M. & L. McNamara,  C. & 
J. Scott, A. & A. Nazum, P. & L North, S. Halpern,  
T. & M. Jilek, L. Cox,  M. & O. Goble, P. Torok, M. 
Tabbiner.



BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber
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Lions Park “Taffy’s Green” set to stay
By SANDI MILLER
CONSTRUCTION IS set to commence 
on the Lions Park upgrade along the 
Warrandyte River Reserve, following 
Manningham Council being awarded 
a $300,000 grant as part of the Victorian 
State Government’s Local Parks 
Program.

Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew 
Conlon said Manningham was 
successful in securing the maximum 
value of the grant per project from the 
Government’s $10 million program, 
and works are anticipated to begin 
early next year.

At the end of 2020, Manningham 
consulted with the community on the 
concept plan for a new play space as 
part of the park’s upgrades.

When the completed Stage 1 works 
were unveiled at the start of 2021, there 
were many that attended the highly 
successful Year of Wonders exhibition 
at the site who asked Council to retain 
the grassy area adjacent to Taffy’s 
Hut and happily, this has now been 
incorporated in the amended plans.

Council said results showed there 
was a good level of support for the 
new play space, designed to connect 
children with nature and offer play 
opportunities for children of all ages 
and abilities.

“ Thank you to ever yone who 

provided feedback.
“We’ve reviewed these and have 

adjusted the final plan,” Cr Conlon 
said.

Overall, the community were in 
favour of the concept’s direction, 
including the natural look and feel of 
the space.

However, Cr Conlon said there was 
large support for the existing grass 
space to remain, which required 
planners to reduce the size of the play 
space.

Changes to the final design include:
• retention of the open grass space
• reduced number of picnic tables
• smaller footprint on the main 

structure
• one less spinner.

The stage two upgrade includes:
• full play space design and upgrade
• new shelter, drinking fountain, 

BBQ, picnic area to accompany the 
play space

• new art piece with an indigenous 
focus and community art piece.
“The successful grant application 

will enable us to make the necessary 
amendments and carry out the works, 
improving the amenity of the park,” 
said Cr Conlon.

Works on the upgrade of the play 
space are anticipated to begin early 

2022 and to be completed by June 2022. 
The existing play space will be 

completely removed for the duration 
of works.

Council says the new upgrades will 
expand the existing playspace and 
aims to further connect the community 
with the natural habitat of Warrandyte.

The play space is inspired by the 
animal crossing structure completed 
in Stage 1, and gives children the 
impression of moving among the trees 
like native animals.

It will feature play opportunities for 
children of all ages and abilities.

In addition, the ceramic leaves 
produced at the Warrandyte Pottery 
Expo have now been installed along 
the Warrandyte River Reserve.

During the 2021 Warrandtye Pottery 
Expo, Warrandyte ceramic artist Jane 
Annois and Clay Talk at Montsalvat 
led a children’s art activity in creating 
these colourful “leaves” representing 
leaves from the local area.

Landscaper, Crafted Landscape has 
now installed the new art element 
along the path edging by the new 
shelter under the bridge.

Stage 2 works are anticipated to be 
completed in mid-2022.
The final plan is now available on: 
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
lions-park.

Festival event is all about the music
By CHERIE MOSELEN
BANDS WILL be back on the Main 
Stage at Stiggants Reserve from 4pm 
to 10pm on Saturday, 23 October, all 
going well.

D e s p i t e  t h e  o n g o i n g  t h r e a t 
of cancellation due to COVID-19 
restrictions, Warrandyte Festival 
organisers continue planning the 
one-off community celebration.

Warrandyte: Together Again — which 
will feature the iconic festival event, the 
Battle of the Bands — will focus entirely 
on musical entertainment.

However, complying with COVID 
health and safety standards for large 
gatherings is an added task for the 
volunteers staging this musical event.

A festival committee spokesperson 
told the Diary that to meet expectations 
from primary festival-funding body 
Manningham Council, organisers 
must prepare a comprehensive 

COVID-Safe Plan.
The overlay addresses five key areas: 

oversight and administration, attendee 
management, cleaning and hygiene, 
workers, vendors and contractors, and 
operational spaces.

This increased workload — to provide 
and implement measures and event 
controls to reduce the risk of COVID 
transmission — has meant curtailing 
the size of the event originally planned.

Spirits remain high among the 
organising group.

“ T h e  s h o w  m u s t  g o  o n ,”  a n 
enthusiastic spokesperson said, “and 
barring any lockdown issues, it will!”

For decades the Battle of the Bands 
has provided a platform for young 
local musicians to perform in front of 
a home audience.

Contemporary bands and musicians, 
aged 12 to 25, interested in being a 
part of the Battle this year are invited 

to email a summary of their act to  
battle@warrandytefestival.org.

This year, awards from the Battle’s 
Melbourne music industry judges — 
including a day’s session in a recording 
studio — will be accompanied by 
the People’s Choice Award and 
a new award, to be presented by 
Manningham Council in support of 
our local music industry.

The Battle will get underway at 4pm 
on the Main Stage at Stiggants Reserve.

A Welcome To Country and opening 
of the event by council Mayors is also 
planned.

Following Battle of the Bands, several 
musical acts will rock the stage from 
about 7pm.

At this stage, a limited number of 
food stalls will be provided.

Warrandyte Diary will keep you 
posted on further updates. 

Stay tuned.
The Scrimms, Warrandyte Festival 2017

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Images supplied
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By STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
M A N N I N G H A M  C O U N C I L 
announced as part of its 2020/21 
Capital Works Program, Knees Road, 
Park Orchards, would be receiving a 
long-awaited upgrade.

Knees Road is a crucial local link in 
our community, bringing traffic into 
Park Orchards and Warrandyte.

The upgrade aims to improve safety 
for all users, including motorists, 
c ycl ists,  and pedestr ians,  and 
incorporates kerb and channel, new 
footpaths and shared paths, and a 
roundabout at the Arundel Road 
intersection.

However, Park Orchards local 
Stephen Gleeson says the plans 
leave cyclists feeling excluded and 
unsatisfied.

“I’ve been riding bikes in Park 

Orchards for the last 26 years — every 
Tuesday and Thursday morning there’s 
a group of us here in Park Orchards 
who come together and ride our bikes,” 
he said.

Mr Gleeson has voiced his safety 
concerns to Manningham Council 
and recently wrote a letter to Ward 
Councillor, Cari Lange.

“The new works have narrowed the 
existing road considerably — the 
result is those bike riders, heading in 
both directions, will be pushed in with 
car and truck traffic.
Vehicles will either have to slow down 
and travel behind the cyclist to avoid 
hitting the rider or enter the lane of 
oncoming traffic.”

A report by Australian Automobile 
Association stated that in the 12 

months up to December 2020, 42 
cyclists died on Australian roads, an 
increase of 7.7 per cent.

Stats like this are enforcing road safety 
concerns in the cycling community. 

“It’s so bloody dangerous now.
“Cars just get so impatient — they 

pull out and pull over the other side 
of the road and pass me, then jam the 
breaks on because it’s a narrow road.

“Their [the motorists’] mentality is 
‘what are you doing on the road, why 
are you holding me up?’ and they’re 
totally right in thinking that, because 
roads haven’t been designed for bikes 
to be on there with cars,” Mr Gleeson 
said.

As part of the upgrade, Council will be 
building a 2.5m wide off-road shared 
path aiming to accommodate cyclists 
of all abilities, including children, to 

cater for the influx of students who 
ride their bikes to St Annes Catholic 
and Park Orchards Primary Schools.

Manningham Council supplied Mr 
Gleeson with a response to his letter to 
Cr Lange, outlining the reasons why it 
chose to proceed in this manner, but 
Mr Gleeson feels the pathway solution 
will only add additional stresses, 
especially for groups of cyclists who 
wish to ride together.

Mr Gleeson notes the dangers of 
cycling on shared paths due to the 
“unpredictable behaviour” of other 
path users such as off-lead dogs, 
children or cars reversing out of 
driveways.

“We estimate that upwards of 100 
bikes go through Park Orchards, none 
of those cyclists will use that path.

“Have you seen a group of say 30 road 

bikes get up on a footpath and have to 
battle it out with kids on bikes, dogs 
off-leads and prams?

Paths are dangerous too,” he said.
“What they could do is make the 

road wider, make a shoulder which is 
divided from the roadway where cars 
and trucks go, with a raised concrete 
strip painted a bright colour — make 
that a metre and a half for either side 
of the road, just make it separate,” Mr 
Gleeson says.

Mr Gleeson and the broader cycling 
community attest to the benefits 
cycling has had on their health.

“Making it safe for inexperienced 
bike riders will encourage more people 
to participate, it will be better for 
their physical, as well as their mental 
health,” he says.

Building the path less travelled

Cyclist safety concerns on Knees Road

Warrandyte Telstra mobile outage explained

By DAVID HOGG
TWO RECENT projects to construct 
footpaths and kerbing on Research-
Warrandyte Road have been completed 
by Nillumbik Council.

Both sections were constructed and 
fully funded as part of the Getting to 
School Safely Program, which is known 
by the Federal Government as the 
School Infrastructure Road Upgrade 
project.

Council received $1.6 million from 
the Federal Government for the 
project, which includes 17 sites across 
Nillumbik.

The less contentious of these 
works connects Danita Drive to the 
bottom end of Valias Street, requiring 
pedestrians to cross the road at the bus 
stops, and runs for approximately 180 
metres costing approximately $90,000.

But  the one that  has  caused 
controversy is a short length on the 
north side of Research-Warrandyte 
Road from the traffic lights at Kangaroo 

Ground Road up to the junction of a 
service road, a distance of around 90 
metres, with associated kerbing and 
fencing at a cost of approximately 
$80,000.

S h a n e  D r i e b e r g  s t a r t e d  t h e 
discussion on Facebook and described 
it as a “path to nowhere”.

In his post, he stated:
“Is anyone else a little disappointed 
with the new short stretch of path 
on the north side of Research-
Warrandyte road which only serves 
the small number of houses in the 
little lane way it leads to?
This was funded from ‘Getting Kids 
to School Safely’ program but it has 
missed the mark.”
Many others complained that the 

money could have been better spent.
Reg Byrne, who lives in that little 

service road posted:
“We now use that path and whilst 
I don’t disagree that there may be 
families who need a path more, 

someone old or young may benefit 
from what has been done.
I hope as a community we can seek 
support for continued development 
of services.”
When asked by the Diar y  for 

comment on the rationale behind 
this work, a spokesperson from 
Nillumbik Council said council sought 
community feedback on the project in 
March–April 2018, before advocating 
for funding.

“We received 144 submissions from 
70 respondents.

“A number of submissions from the 
North Warrandyte community sought 
footpath improvements to access the 
existing bus stops located on Research-
Warrandyte Road and Kangaroo 
Ground-Warrandyte Road”.

It could be argued that a benefit from 
the works has been to tidy up that 
side of Research Road following the 
bridge and traffic lights works, and the 
rebuilding of part of the culvert in the 

low section before the lights.
Cr Ben Ramcharan had been pushing 

to have this footpath extended to 
Somers Road in the short term, and 
eventually all the way up to the top of 
the hill, but is struggling to get this up 
the priority list and to get the necessary 
funding.

He has advised the Diary that 
Council officers are arranging a site 
visit at Somers Road in the coming 
weeks.

This will give them a chance to see 
what the issues are there and will 
help inform where it sits in Council’s 
priority list.

We asked Council for information on 
further footpath works in the pipeline 
and it advised:

“A further project planned for 
North Warrandyte is the design and 
construction of a 1.2m wide asphalt 
footpath along Kangaroo Ground-
Warrandyte Road, North Warrandyte 
between Aton St and Blooms Rd.

This project is still being designed to 
minimise native vegetation impacts.”
There has also been community 

concern for the difficulty that people, 
especially schoolchildren, have in 
crossing Research-Warrandyte Road, 
particularly in the vicinity of Browns 
Road where the footpath crosses from 
the north side to the south side at a 
blind corner — this concern was put 
to Council.

“There is a safe pedestrian crossing 
of Research-Warrandyte Road at the 
intersection of Kangaroo Ground-
Warrandyte Road.
A pedestrian crossing near Browns 
Road has not been funded as part of 
this program and there are no plans 
or funding at this stage for such a 
project.
As a declared State arterial road, 
any additional crossing locations on 
Research-Warrandyte Road require 
the consent of the Department of 
Transport.”

By DAVID HOGG
MOST OF US take the mobile phone 
network for granted although very 
few of us understand its complexity.

Some wrongly believe that it 
operates  through a system of 
satellites, and few of us appreciate 
the complexity of continuing a long 
phone call whilst travelling on a train, 
bus, or car, where the conversation is 
switched seamlessly from cell to cell 
as the journey progresses.

It is a huge success story in this 
modern age of communication.

But it is only when portions of the 
network fail that there is suddenly a 
family crisis.

This was experienced in the storm 
of June 9, but at least there the reason 
was obvious.

Not so in the period from July 
14 to 17 when some users of the 
Telstra network in Warrandyte found 
themselves either without coverage or 
with very low signal strength.

The cause of this failure was just one 
out of many services provided by the 
Growlers Hill Reservoir complex at 
Blooms Road in North Warrandyte, 
which provides most of Warrandyte’s 
cellular coverage.

This site provides mobile cellular 
network services for Telstra, Optus 
and Vodafone,  and electr icity 
m e t e r  re a d i ng  a n d  o p e rat i ng 
communications for Ausnet Services.

It is a major site and covers most 
of Warrandyte, although there are a 
number of small cells throughout the 
township, including at the telephone 
exchange, the west end, and near 
Beasley’s nursery.

The failure was in the Telstra part 
of the network, but this itself is 
complicated.

Telstra have a number of antennae 

on the tower, each of which beams 
signals in three different directions.

In each of these directions the 
signals work on a number of different 
frequencies.

Now we’ll get technical.
The failure, as we understand it, 

was in the receiving section of the 
Telstra 1.8 GHz antenna at 99 degrees 
direction providing mobile service to 
the south-east of the tower.

So comparatively few people would 
have been affected.

Those on Optus and Vodafone 
would have been unaffected, as 
would those with Telstra in range 
of the north, west and southerly 
antennae.

Those to the southeast with dual 
band phones would have been able 
to operate if their phone had the 
capability of switching to the 700 MHz 
frequency, or were in range of a more 
distant weaker cell.

Perhaps a word of warning here to 
those buying a new advanced or 5G 
phone, to check that it will operate 
on the 700–900 MHz band.

But the main problem, as always 
these days, is the almost complete 
inability of the users to report the fault 
or to get anyone to accept that there 
is a fault, and reading the hundreds 
of complaints on social media we 
cannot help but feel sorry for the 
victims.

Help desks of the service providers 
are inevitably in another country, if 
one can get through at all, and these 
operators have no technical savvy but 
simply read you through set scripts.

The fault is always yours.
Have you tried charging the battery?
Have you tried rebooting the phone?
“We have no information of any 

service outage in your area”.

Sometimes users are told to go to 
their nearest Telstra shop; great if you 
live on a cattle station 200km from 
your nearest town.

In at least one instance in this case a 
user was told that they would have to 
get a replacement SIM card.

Recently, Telstra CEO Andy Penn 
announced Telstra aims to bring all 
of its call centres back to Australia 
within the next 18 months and allow 

more employees to work from home.
This will be a good start.
At least one resident reported his 

frustration at getting this rectified to 
the Telecommunications Industry 
Ombudsman.

In their subsequent reply they 
advised that the Telstra fault team did 
mention that their analysis indicated 
that this tower is nearing capacity 
limitations.

They have also advised that they have 
a capacity/coverage enhancement 
project on this site forecast to be 
completed by end October next year, 
2022.

This might be of concern to those 
non-Telstra customers who get their 
service from the Telstra network (e.g. 
Aldi, Belong. Boost) as in cases of 
capacity constraint they are the first 
to be denied bandwidth.
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Roos to be locked out of golf course
Cull cancelled but questions remain

By SANDI MILLER 
AFTER A HUGE community outcry, 
the Heritage Golf and Country Club 
has decided not to proceed with a 
planned cull of kangaroos on its two 
courses, instead installing fencing to 
lock the roos out of the fairways.

The Club put out a press release in 
July announcing that they had listened 
to community concerns and decided 
to cancel the “Council approved cull”.

Local Councils came out swinging 
as Heritage Golf Club attempted to 
implicate them in approval of the now 
aborted kangaroo cull at the club.

In a strongly worded statement, both 
Yarra Ranges and Nillumbik Councils 
refute the claim in their press release 
that the cull was “Council approved”.

Yarra Ranges statement said: 
“Council wishes to advise it was not 
involved in any decision to approve 
the culling of kangaroos at the 
Heritage Golf and Country Club. 
The Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), 
not Council,  is responsible for 
managing wildlife in Victoria.
Council understands the management 
of kangaroos is a sensitive topic that 
is of great concern to our community.
We will be contacting Heritage Golf 
and Country Club to ask them to 
correct their media release
Nillumbik Shire Council also issued 

a statement to “correct unequivocally 
for the record, inaccuracies contained 
in this statement”.

The land owned by the proprietors of 
the Heritage Golf and Country Club 
encompasses three separate Local 
Government Areas — Nillumbik Shire 
Council, as well as Yarra Ranges and 
Manningham.
Councils, however, do not have the 
authority to make decisions on the 
culling of native wildlife.
Permission to do so can only be sought 
and obtained through the appropriate 
State Government agencies – the 
Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning (DELWP) or the 
Game Management Authority.
A key consideration in this matter 
is that the area in which the club is 
situated is a significant protective 
corridor for native wildlife and any 
use of the land must therefore take 
this status into account.
Our community places a high value 
on the protection of native wildlife 
and the environment in which they 
live, and Council makes it a priority 
to act in the community’s interests 
on this issue.
At its Planning and Consultation 

Committee Meeting on 8 June 2021, 
Council resolved, unanimously, 
to express its concern over initial 
reports of a planned kangaroo cull 
and subsequently wrote to the club to 
inform it of this resolution.
Council also requested that the 
club consider alternative (non-
lethal) approaches to managing the 
kangaroo population, should there 
be an absolute need to control the 
numbers on its property.
In light of recent developments, 
Nillumbik Shire Council also wishes 
to express its deep concern at reports 
from the community — including 
from animal rescue service Wildlife 
Victoria — of the killing of kangaroos 
in the area.”
Heritage’s Press Release went on 

to say there was a meeting on May 6 
where interested parties including 
Wildlife Victoria, Club management 
and residents met and discussed plans 
to cull kangaroos at the Heritage Golf 
and Country Club property.

Club management claim their plans 
to cull the kangaroos was due to 
a “tripling of the population in 12 
months due to a breeding surge during 
the drought and the advantages of easy 
access to a carpet of grass on golfing 
fairways”.

However, Wildlife Victoria CEO Lisa 
Palma said a tripling of a kangaroo 
population in 12 months is “simply 
biologically impossible and absolutely 
ludicrous”.

“Female kangaroos commonly have 
one young annually, with the mortality 
rate in the wild for joeys typically at 
70 per cent in the first year of life,” 
she said.

New club Managing Director Dr 
Cher Coad has blamed Parks Victoria 
for not managing the population in 
neighbouring Warrandyte State Park.

“If the Victorian State government 
was doing its job, in terms of managing 
the land bordering the Heritage Golf 
and Country Club, then we wouldn’t 
have this problem,” she said.

She says the lack of golfers during the 
recent COVID lockdown has provided 
kangaroos with unlimited access to 
the Heritage Golf and Country Club 
and they are reluctant to move, with 
management raising fears of the bigger 
male kangaroos becoming aggressive 
towards people.

“While the risk of this happening is 
quite small, the responsibility of the 
HGCC is to club members, visiting 
golfers, residents and their families 
and young children,” said Dr Coad.

“We have excessive numbers of 
kangaroos on our fairways and 

grounds, and they are powerful and 
potentially dangerous.

“The last thing we want is for a 
large grey kangaroo to cause harm 
to a golfer or children visiting their 
grandparents,” she said.

Ms Palma said she absolutely 
refuted the notion that the kangaroo 
population is dangerous with Wildlife 
Victoria receiving no reports kangaroo 
aggression towards people at the site.

“Some of the larger male kangaroos 
are known by the locals to be peaceful 
creatures, who enjoy the natural 
habitat of the local landscape.

“Indeed, the big fellow known as 
Scar Face is beloved by many in the 
community,” said Ms Palma.

“In direct contrast to Heritage’s 
statement, Wildlife Victoria has 
received an inordinate number of 
calls from concerned members of the 
public, residents, golfers and staff who 
are terribly worried for the safety and 
wellbeing of the kangaroo population 
on site.

Mr Coad said while the treatment of 
kangaroos is fraught with regulatory 
and ethical difficulties, the Heritage 
Golf and Country Club recognises 
the need for golfers and kangaroos 
to co-exist.

Growing evidence leans towards 
the idea that the kangaroo population 

must be managed via more humane 
means.

Ms Palma said that since the meeting 
of May 6, no further discussion had 
taken place between those parties.

“Instead, we have witnessed the 
result of stealthy cruel and violent 
attacks on the kangaroo population 
night after night at the site — this has 
been ongoing for months now!”

The recent spate of kangaroo deaths 
at the Club is currently subject to a 
multi-agency investigation. 

Ms Palma said to date, Wildlife 
Victoria has seen a significant number 
of cases of kangaroos that have been 
savaged by dogs, shot, dismembered 
and driven over by vehicles.

“We have taken many calls and 
received letters from members of the 
public who are too afraid to walk on or 
near the grounds for fear of the dogs 
turning on the locals,” Ms Palma said.

DELWP issued a statement, saying 
the Conser vation Regulator is 
“continuing its investigation into 
alleged fatal and harmful dog attacks 
on kangaroos at Heritage Golf and 
Country Club in Chirnside Park”.

The statement said Victoria Police 
and local councils are assisting the 
Conservation Regulator with the 
investigation and Conservation 

Regulator Authorised Officers are 
conducting patrols in the area.

Dr Coad said the task to oversee 
the management and protection of 
kangaroos lies with the Victorian 
Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning (DELWP). 

She said the “kangaroos will be 
relocated back into the Warrandyte 
State Forrest [sic] and the property 
will be fenced”.

Ms Palma said it is outrageous, 
unacceptable and illegal for the 
Heritage Golf and Country Club 
to relocate the kangaroos without 
the required authorisation from the 
Department of Environment Land 
Water and Planning.

Despite this, Ms Palma said Wildlife 
Victoria remains hopeful that Heritage 
Management will consult with the 
group to achieve a positive outcome 
for the remaining kangaroos on the 
site.

Anyone with information about the 
alleged dog attacks or other cases of 
wildlife crime should contact Crime 
Stoppers Victoria on 1800 333 000.

The Diary will continue to follow 
this story over the coming months 
and hopes to speak further with Club 
management and Wildlife Victoria in 
time for the September edition.

Catch up with important news and events from across 
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte 
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

Photo: James Poyner
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Enhancing the public realm in Wattle Glen

Shaping learning for the 
next generation

Stand up for women 
this November

By SUSAN FOREMAN
N I L L U M B I K  C O U N C I L  h a s 
commenced the Wattle Glen Public 
Realm Framework Project to work 
with the community to consider and 
plan for improvements to public 
spaces within the heart of Wattle Glen.

Examples of public spaces, also 
called the “public realm”, include 
footpaths, trails, parkland and road 
reserves.

Wattle Glen is situated in scenic 
undulating terrain that contains 
some residential areas and local 
destinations interspersed with large 
areas of pasture and bushland.

Mayor Peter Perkins said an aim 
of this project was to plan easier 
connections for pedestrians and 
cyclists between key destinations 
such as the train station, Diamond 
Creek trail, the primary school, 
general store, tennis club and 
Pepper’s Paddock.

 “We’re asking for the community’s 
input, which will be a vital element 
as we consider enhancements to the 
public spaces which will better reflect 
and promote the character of Wattle 
Glen,” he said.

Bunjil Ward Councillor Karen 

Egan said that engagement with the 
community will be the key to success 
of this project and this is the first of 
a number or rounds of engagement 
planned for the project.

“We need your help, because no 
one knows Wattle Glen like the local 
community; people who live, go to 
school and work there” Cr Egan said.

The project only proposes to plan 
design improvements to public places 
within the heart of Wattle Glen, and 
will not consider changes to existing 
planning controls.

To provide your input to this first 
round of engagement you can:
• Participate in a community 

workshops at the Wattle Glen 
Primary School and/or

• provide written input by 
completing a short on-line survey, 
or lodging a written submission.
To find out more about the project 

and the cur rent  engag ement, 
including to access the on-line survey 
and to register for the workshops, 
please visit participate.nillumbik.vic.
gov.au/wattle-glen-project. 

The workshops were originally 
scheduled for late July with feedback 

for the first round of community 
consultation closing on August 
9, but due to the latest lockdown, 
the consultation window has been 
extended and the workshops are 
rescheduled for later in August.

A draft of the Wattle Glen Public 
Realm Framework is scheduled to be 
made available for public feedback in 
March 2022.
For more information contact  
9433 3111 or email strategic.
planning@nillumbik.vic.gov.au

By SUSAN FOREMAN
THE VICTORIAN Government is 
currently seeking participation from 
key stakeholders, students, parents, 
or anyone in the community who has 
a vested interest in Secondary level 
education to provide input into its 
Senior Secondary Education Reform 
paper.

The reforms will see the integration 
of the Victorian Certificate of Applied 
Learning (VCAL) into the Victorian 
Certificate of Education (VCE).

The Government says this will give 
Victorian students high-quality, 
practical skills that delivers pathways 
to Victoria’s most in-demand jobs.

From 2023,  a  new foundation 
certificate will be established to support 
all students as they transition to entry-
level VET or employment after finishing 
school, but particularly those students 
with additional needs.

This new certificate is part of a broader 
package of reforms to the senior 
secondary education system, which 
will improve the quality of, and access 

to, vocational and applied learning 
pathways for all students.

Minister  for  Education,  James 
Merlino said the Government wants 
an education system that ensures our 
kids succeed.

“With a single VCE certificate that 
incorporates vocational and applied 
learning, we can ensure all kids gain 
the skills needed for the job they want.

“As we continue to invest in the 
economy of the future – we need a VET 
trained workforce.

“These changes will support more 
students to graduate with the skills they 
need for Victoria’s growing industries,” 
he said.

Member for Eastern Metropolitan 
Region, Sonja Terpstra encourages 
anyone with a vested interest in the 
future education of our teenagers to 
have their say.

“We look forward to hearing from 
students, families, employers and 
educators from the Eastern Metro 
Region on how to best support them 
as we make these crucial reforms,” she 

said.
The reforms are supported by a $38 

million investment announced in the 
Victorian Budget 2020/21. 

To participate, visit  
engage.vic.gov.au/consultation-
senior-secondary-reform

Green for new Road 
Management Plan

NILLUMBIK COUNCIL has a new 
“roadmap” for the management of 
local roads and footpaths in the Shire.

Mayor Peter Perkins said a safe and 
functioning road network was critical.

“ T h i s  n e w  p l a n  w i l l  s e e  a 
continuation of our high level of 
service,” he said.

The Road Management Plan 2021, 
which was adopted by Council at 
its June 29 meeting, outlines the 
processes for the inspection and 
repair of hazards and defects in its 
road and footpath network.

Council is responsible for an 
extensive network of roads in the 
Shire, including 460km of sealed 
roads, 310km of unsealed roads and 
343km of sealed pathways.

The new plan details how road and 
footpath-related defects and hazards 
are managed including potholes, trip 

hazards, overhanging vegetation, 
obstructions, and spillages.

“We have increased service levels 
in two areas — committing to more 
night inspections and quicker 
response times for certain footpath 
repairs,” Cr Perkins said.

“I thank those in the community 
who made a submission on the plan 
during our community engagement 
process. 

“While not all submissions were 
within the scope of this particular 
project, we have forwarded your 
important feedback to the relevant 
departments for consideration in 
other reviews we will be performing 
in the future.”

The new Road Management Plan is 
now available to view on Nillumbik 
Council’s website under Maintenance 
of roads, drains and roadsides.

By JAMES POYNER
N OV E M BE R  2 5  w i l l  ma rk  t h e 
beginning of 16 Days of Activism, 
an annual, global event which, since 
1991 has been bringing awareness to 
gender-based violence.
It runs from International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women, November 25 to International 
Human Rights Day on December 10.
The campaign aims to galvanise 
individuals,  communities  and 
organisations to address gender 
inequalities and eradicate violence 
against women and girls around the 
world.
For this year’s event, Nillumbik Shire 
Council is offering small grants of up 
to $500 to help fund community-led 
projects which will bring awareness 
to this important issue.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said 
Council had supported the important 
campaign for many years.
“We are committed to preventing 
v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  a n d 
promoting gender equity in our Shire.
“No form of violence is ever acceptable 
and we hope the community gets 
behind our efforts to highlight an issue 
that is often hidden behind closed 
doors,” he said.
Community groups will be able 
to apply for funding for projects 
and activities, during the 16 Days 
of Activism, that challenge gender 
stereotypes and promote gender 
equity.

In 2020, grants were awarded to five 
preschools and early years services 
to purchase resources, books and toys 
that challenged gender stereotypes.
Funding was also given to Sacred 
Heart Primary School for students to 
make Respectful Relationship cards 
and Nillumbik Leisure Facilities 
staff to go orange in support of the 
campaign.
Yarra Plenty Libraries put on a series 
of online story time events where 
readers, of all ages, could read and 
discuss books which challenge gender 
stereotypes.
Applications for grants of up to $500 
are now open and close on September 
19, so community groups have a little 
time to think about how they will 
highlight gender equality and violence 
against women.
Last year’s theme was Orange the 
World: Fund, Respond, Prevent, 
Collect and while we do not know 
what this year’s UN Theme is yet 
you can visit www.unwomen.org/
en/news/in-focus/end-violence-
against-women for more information 
on this important event and, perhaps, 
some inspiration as to how you will 
tackle this issue on November 25.
In our December 2021 edition of 
Warrandyte Diary,  we will have 
coverage on events happing across 
Manningham and Nillumbik.
To apply for a Nillumbik grant 
visit nillumbik.vic.gov.au/16-days-
grants

Photos supplied



Community Bank 
Warrandyte

We're here for you
Bendigo Bank has committed itself to the care and wellbeing
of Australian communities for over 160 years.
Now, more than ever, we’re here to help see you through
COVID-19.

Talk to us about how we can help.

Find out more. Call 9844 2233 or search Bendigo Bank
Warrandyte.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1389134,
OUT_2240519, 22/07/2021

 

Manningham Council News

Health and Wellbeing 
Strategy
We’re focusing on improving the 
health outcomes of our community.
Developed through evidence and 
community feedback, our draft 
Health and Wellbeing Strategy 
2021-2025 is now open for your 
comments.
Being healthy, safe and resilient 
gives people their best chance to 
live good lives. We are proud that 
Manningham is known for being 
one of the healthiest cities in 
Victoria.
Have your say by Sunday 15 August.

  yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.
au/health-and-wellbeing-
strategy

Civic Precinct Placemaking
We want to hear about what 
you value about your local 
neighbourhoods and precincts, and 
your ideas for making them great 
places to connect, have fun, do 
business and feel good about being 
together and being safe.
To leave your feedback and ideas for 
the Civic Precinct, please visit

  yoursay.manningham.vic.
gov.au/placemaking-civic-
precinct

Complete our survey: How 
we communicate with you 
We want to improve the way we 
communicate with you.
We invite you to complete our short 
survey to help guide our future 
communications.
Understanding your preferences will 
help us shape the future of how we 
communicate with you and ensure 
you receive the information you 
need at the right time and via your 
preferred format.
To complete the survey visit 

  manningham.vic.gov.au/
communicating-with-you

If you’d like us to send you a printed 
copy of the survey, please call us on

  9840 9333

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au      
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Yarra Ward Report

HERE ARE updates on projects in 
Mullum Mullum Ward.

Arundel Road, Park Orchards: 
Road Closure

I  have heard from residents 
regarding the Arundel Road (west 
end), Park Orchards road closure, 
which is currently up for Public 
Exhibition until August 13, 2021.

Many residents have been in support 
of this initiative, as previous traffic 
calming devices have been exhausted, 
while unfortunately traffic speeds and 
volumes continue to cause safety risk 
for residents and community.

When traffic uses Arundel Road 
(west) as a shortcut between both 
primary schools, and between Park 
Orchards Shopping Village and to 
Domeney Reserve, there are traffic 
and pedestrians conflict on this 
section of Arundel Road — causing 
safety risk for both.

Also, I have heard from residents 
along Arundel Road (east) who are 
against the road closure, as they feel 
that this is a permanent measure 
when other solutions should be 
explored before a road closure is 
suggested.

These residents are also worried 
more traffic will be directed along the 
east end due to the west end closure, 
causing the same cut-through traffic 
and pedestrian conflict and safety 
concerns along their end of Arundel 
Road.

Council will consider all submissions 
before formally resolving whether to 
proceed with the closure.

Feedback from affected service 
authorities and emergency services, as 
well as a report from the Department 
of Transport, will also be considered.
Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Park: 

Wildlife Protection
The Jumping Creek Road (JCR) 

upgrade project is a major project 
to reconstruct Jumping Creek Road 
from Ringwood–Warrandyte Road in 
Warrandyte to Homestead Road in 
Wonga Park.

The Jumping Creek Road Development 
Framework was endorsed by Council 
in 2016. 

The first section of the road to be 
reconstructed is between Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road and Nelson Drive 
in Warrandyte. 

The first stage of works along JCR 
is now complete and the road is now 
open to through-traffic.

The major reconstruction works 
of the road between Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road and Nelson Drive 
has been completed to improve safety 
and accessibility for all road users.

Works included significant drainage 
infrastructure improvements, creating 
retaining walls,  safety barriers, 
installing a new pedestrian path and 
landscaping works to complement the 
upgraded road.

In January 2017, Council established 
a Jumping Creek Road Community 
Reference Panel (JCR Ref Panel), which 
consists of both residents and relevant 

local business and community group 
representatives. 

The panel is an opportunity for 
Council to provide updates, highlight 
issues, respond to queries and share 
ideas with the community and to 
receive feedback on proposals about 
the design and reconstruction of JCR.

The panel also considers issues 
previously raised by the community 
during the consultation process for 
the Jumping Creek Road Development 
Framework.

The JCR Ref Panel, as well as wildlife 
carers and residents have raised 
concerns with me, regarding the 
wildlife protection measures along JCR 
and traffic speeds.

The JCR Ref Panel and community 
are making suggestions of  the 
installation of new “Wildlife Signage”, 
to be incorporated into the JCR project.

These residents and local Wildlife 
Carers, who drive their usual route 
along JCR say “with huge trucks driving 
so fast, with so many accidents waiting 
to happen with wildlife and people, it 
is scary”.

The community are asking “could 
speed cameras be set-up or police do 
some speed checks on that road?”

One JCR Ref Panel member quotes:

“Driving home last night a young 
wombat was sitting on Warrandyte 
Road just before the roundabout 
at Harris Gully Road crossing from 
Anderson Creek Streamside Reserve 
(CFA to the footy oval).
Fortunately a safe passage and an 
example of how beautiful and unique 
our Manningham villages are.”
This is a reminder of how perilous 

our wildlife’s world is and how careful 
we must be as we cross waterways and 
habitats with infrastructure as we can 
take into account our precious wildlife 
movements.

The Chalet Park Orchards: 
Community Suggestions  

— What’s next?
Residents have been raising concerns 

about the deteriorating condition of 
the community’s loved and valued 
Chalet in Park Orchards and asking 
questions for some time regarding the 
status of the Chalet Aged Care facility 
planning permit.

According to one resident:
“The original submitted planning 
permit in 2008 — PL08/019996 for the 
aged care centre, has lapsed/expired 
and according to the Manningham 
Planning Portal website, the status 
of the application is ‘past’, having 
expired on April 8, 2021.
Apparently, the Planning Permit 
PL08/019996 (for redevelopment of 
the Chalet for Residential Aged Care) 
expired on 8 October 2020.
Council have received no requests for 
a further extension.
The six-month grace period for 
applying for an extension when the 
permit has expired, and works have 
not commenced.”
Residents are now asking and 

theorising what’s next for the Chalet 
in Park Orchards?

Christopher Filippidis, a University 
Of Melbourne Architecture student, 
posted on his Facebook page, one 
idea with some “artist impressions” 
architectural designs for repurposing 
the chalet.

This has raised many questions, 
thoughts, comments, and buzz about 
what could possibly be next for The 
Chalet, Park Orchards.

No actual plans have been designed 
and received at this stage.

Christopher said his artist impression 
proposal looks at “repurposing it into a 
community gathering place, featuring 
a rooftop bar, wrap-around terrace 
and a rear beer garden (with a deep 
veranda and fire pit).

“It looks to continue the architectural 
language of the original building, so 
that there is clear dialogue between 
the old and new, creating a harmonic 
composition.”

A Facebook page called Save the Park 
Orchards Chalet Community Action 
Group has been created if residents are 
interested in joining the conversation.

Please see report on P4 regarding 
Knees Road, Parks Orchards.

council notes

By CR. CARLI LANGE
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Bushfire Resilience series kicks off

Now is the time to prepare for bushfire

By Max Garner
WEBINAR 1 OF the Bushfire 
Resilience Incorporated bushfire 
safety webinar series kicked off on 
July 21.

Nearly 900 people registered for 
this highly-informative talk by Justin 
Leonard from CSIRO, with 100 
per cent of attendees saying they 
were “likely” or “very likely” to 
recommend this webinar series to 
others.

A range of topics was discussed by 
Justin including; aspects of home 
design and construction, garden 
design, and what really makes 
homes vulnerable during ember or 
fire front attack.

Ju s t i n ’s  t a l k  w a s  b a s e d  o n 
experimental and real-life evidence 
of how embers destroy houses and 
he left viewers with practical advice 
to use when preparing their own 
home.

A highly engaged audience meant 
plenty of pertinent questions were 
submitted throughout the talk and 
excellent discussion of relevant 
topics ensued.

In a post-survey questionnaire, 
positive feedback regarding the 
relevance and usefulness of the 
webinar was received, including:

“Justin’s presentation was very 
informative.
He has such a calm, measured and 
detailed approach — it’s excellent 
and I actually find it reassuring.
What he says is logical and always 
well explained.
He supports his points with good 
examples of practical ways that 
we can reduce bushfire risk to our 
homes — and he explains these well, 
along with good photos”.
Justin presented his second 

webinar on August 4 where he 
talked all things water preparedness, 
i n c l u d i ng  t a n ks,  pu mp s  a n d 
sprinklers.

The third of the five webinars will 
take place on August 19, where a 
panel of experts will discuss physical 
and emotional preparation.
Registration for these webinars is 
essential, please head to br.org.
au/webinar to register.

By SUSAN FOREMAN
M A N N I N G H A M  C o u n c i l  h av e 
scheduled another round of garden 
waste drop off  days to support 
residents in the Bushfire Prone Area 
of the municipality.

The drop off days will be held over 
the weekends of August 21–22 and 
28–29, with another round scheduled 
for November.

Skips will be placed at:
• Warrandyte Reserve, Taroona 

Avenue, Warrandyte

• Mullum Mullum Reserve, 1-41 
Springvale Road, Donvale

Residents of bushfire prone areas of 
Manningham, including Warrandyte, 
Wonga Park and Park Orchards, will 
be able to drop off either one car boot, 
station wagon, ute, small van or a 6‘x4’ 
level trailer load of garden waste, with 
additional garden waste accepted for 
a charge.

Council will accept, branches, tree 
prunings, logs (maximum 250mm 
diameter) and large garden cuttings

However, soil, grass clippings, ivy, 
rose bushes or thorny material, bamboo 
leaves and stems, palm trees fronds or 
branches will not be accepted.

Neither will plastic bags, building 
material, bricks, steel, concrete or fence 
palings.

Bookings are essential, available in 
30-minute windows, with a limit of one 
load per household.

Other options available for residents 
to dispose of excess garden waste 
include:

• Order an additional garden waste 
bin for spring

• Book a bundled branches 
collection

• Take it to a local transfer station

For more information about 
eligibility, additional costs, 
what you can drop off and other 
disposal options, go to: www.
manningham.vic.gov.au/garden-
waste-disposal-days-information-
for-attendees



#shoploca l

Now more than ever we

must support our

local businesses 

My office is here to help connect you

to any support or State Government

service you or your family require. 

Ryan SMITH

MP

MEMBER FOR

WARRANDYTE

03 9841 5166

RyanSmith.com.au

Ryan Smith MP
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Warrandyte’s New Pool Specialist

 Regular Maintenance Service

 Green Pool Recovery  Water Test

 Chemicals  Pool Equipment

Shop 3, 90-94 Melbourne Hill Rd
8839 6907  info@radiantpools.net.au

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

How Bunjil got promoted to God

BUNJIL THE EAGLE is often cited by 
Woiwurrung people as their equivalent 
of God, but that does not make 
much sense to me from a traditional 
Aboriginal cultural perspective.

It can be a bit dangerous for a non-
Aboriginal person to question such 
things, but the reality is that Aboriginal 
people have been subjected to many 
generations of indoctrination into 
western style thinking.

Also, Aboriginal people have suffered 
such cultural loss that understandably 
they want to cling closely to any 
information or cultural practice 
handed down.

The problem is that the idea of Terra 
Nullius did not just proclaim Australia 
as a continent “owned by no-one”, it 
painted Aboriginal people as a simple, 
primitive, backward bunch of stone-
age wanders.

Historians and anthropologists 
have drawn their conclusions based 
on western cultural assumptions 
and many of these assumptions have 
leached insidiously into present day 
Aboriginal thinking.

Colonisation is not just of the land, it 
is also of the mind.

Conclusions that seem eminently 
logical to European minds are not 
questioned.

People fail to ask: Well how did 
Aboriginal people think when they 
were confronted with that problem? 
How did they make sense of it from 
their perspective? 

For instance, Aboriginal stories are 
often presented as simple animal 
fantasies.

Totem meanings of the animals are 

rarely explained.
For example; Eagle is the totem for 

power, Crow means wisdom, Owl 
means death, Turtle means age, Blue 
Wren signifies a little girl, and so on.

Totems also represent sophisticated 
ecological concepts.

Ab o r ig i na l  p h i l o s o p hy  s p l i t s 
the world as into complementary 
opposites, much like the Taoist ideas 
of Yin and Yang.

The world is seen to compose of 
dualities like night and day, male and 
female, hot and cold, up and down, 
thunder and lightning, and wind and 
rain.

Everything is held in balance within 
these two halves of reality.

In eastern Australia these halves 
(moieties) were represented by the 
totems of Bunjil the Eagle and Wagara 
the Crow.

To designate one of these moiety 
totems as the Supreme Being upsets 
this idea of universal balance.

As indicated, Bunjil is also the totem 
for power and Wagara the totem for 
wisdom, so this directly implies that 
power and wisdom must be kept in 
balance.

Power must be exercised with 
wisdom and wisdom has to be 
recognised as a source of power.

Also, within the original Woiwurrung 
skin-group marriage system, both 
Eagle and Crow represented the father-
child relationship.

When Victorian colonisation began in 
1835, the Woiwurrung were confronted 
with evangelistic Christians such as the 
Aboriginal Protector, William Thomas.

One of the earliest sermons by 
Thomas to Aboriginal people in 1839 
was The All-Seeing Eye of God.

In it he painted the Christian God as 
almighty, all-powerful, all-seeing and 
vengeful, as well as having a special 
father-son relationship.

Thomas recorded God’s name in 
Woiwurrung as Marmanella, but this 
is more a form of address that directly 
translates as “Our Father”.

So it seems likely that Woiwurrung 
people were just reflecting the words 
Thomas commonly used in prayer.

Like in the Jewish faith where the 
name of God Yahweh tended to be 
secret and not openly spoken, so the 
name of the Supreme Being in many 
Aboriginal tribes tended not to be 
spoken.

In many south-east Australian tribes 
this secret name was Baiamee, with 
Bunjil being a major Creator Spirit 
responsible for creating the wind and 
the sky, in other words the heavens.

However, in 1888 William Barak 
disclosed that Booriel  was the 
Woiwurrung name for the Supreme 
Being.

Barak said that Booriel was an 

infinite being who was discussed as 
little as possible, because you could 
look foolish in discussing something 
beyond comprehension.

On hearing sermons about the 
Christian God, the first question likely 
to arise in the mind of an Aboriginal 
person was therefore: What is this God 
fellah’s totem?

Logical reflection would be along 
the lines: Well, both Eagle and Crow 
represent the father-child relationship, 
but Crow represents all-knowing 
wisdom, while Bunjil represents 
almighty power.

Bunjil also has all-seeing eyes, and 
was the Creator of the Heavens, where 
this God-fellah is supposed to live, so 
his totem must be Bunjil.

Apart from being a Creator Spirit, 
Bunjil was also an Ancestor Hero of 
human form.

So the stories of how Bunjil once 

walked on Earth now became a 
parallel for Christ’s time on Earth.

This therefore reinforced the primary 
totemic connection of God with 
Bunjil.

Also, as Christ now became the 
medium for Christian ascent to 
Heaven, the parallel with Bunjil as 
Creator of the Heavens was complete.

With the effluxion of time and 
the continual erosion of cultural 
knowledge through the Mission 
Station era, I  therefore believe 
Bunjil ended up being promoted 
by Woiwurrung people in the neo-
colonial period from a Creator-Spirit 
and Ancestor-Hero, to the Supreme 
Being.

Regardless of  this promotion 
however, Bunjil can nonetheless still 
be legitimately regarded as God’s 
Totem to contemporary Woiwurrung 
people.



Living  
& Learning 
Nillumbik
– where people share, 
learn and connect
Enrolments are open now for 
CHC30113 Certificate III in Early 
Childhood Education and Care, 
CHC33015 Cert III in Individual 
Support (Ageing, Home and 
Community) and CHC50113 
Diploma of Early Childhood 
Education and Care. 
These courses will be via an 
online blended delivery model.

Early childhood centres and 
educators, we are now delivering 
CHC50113 Diploma of Early 
Childhood Education and Care 
via traineeship. Incentives and 
wage subsidies may apply for 
eligible employees.

We have a range of workshops, 
courses and MakerSpaces available 
at our Neighbourhood House sites. 
Please refer to our website, 
Facebook and Instagram for updates 
and to view classes on offer.

livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au 

info.livinglearning@ 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Our People, Our 
Place, Our Future
After extensive community 
consultation, we are now asking the 
community for their input into the 
draft Council Plan, Community Vision, 
Financial Plan and Municipal Health 
and Wellbeing Plan. Feedback closes 
Thursday 26 August.

For more information visit  
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Creative industries 
program
This free business education program 
includes a series of six webinars with 
accompanying resources, designed 
to assist creative businesses 
to recognise and operate  
a best-practice business. 

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ 
creative-industries

16 Days of Activism
Applications are open for grants of 
up to $500 to support community 
projects during the 16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence campaign from 25 November 
to 10 December. Applications close 
19 September.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/16-days-grants

Celebrate the 
platypus
A free family day will be held at 
Edendale Community Environment 
Farm on 4 September to celebrate the 
platypus in the Diamond Creek. There 
will be music, dancing and 
entertainment, stallholders, a guest 
speaker, activities, art and craft, 
a barbecue and more.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/platypus

Wattle Glen 
Public Realm 
Framework Project
Council has begun a project to work 
with the community to consider and 
plan for improvements to the public 
spaces (also called the “public realm”) 
within the heart of Wattle Glen.

For details and to complete 
a short survey visit  
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
wattle-glen-project

Free information 
sessions
We are holding information sessions 
throughout spring on topics including 
Home Support Services, Home Care 
Packages, Residential Aged Care and 
Bringing Death to Life: grieving and 
celebrating life. Details and bookings:
home-support-services.eventbrite.com.au
home-care-packages.eventbrite.com.au
residential-aged-care.eventbrite.com.au
grief-and-bereavement.eventbrite.com.au
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The Warrandyte Pentathlon
2021 WAS PROVING to be a rollercoaster 
ride to rival the Tower of Terror or 
Arkham Asylum.

Superheroes no longer had to live in 
Batcaves or steer clear of kryptonite.

Nor was Hollywood necessarily on the 
Gold Coast.

Those Hemsworth boys had made sure 
that Byron Bay was taking that dubious 
title, attracting micro-influencers like 
mice plagues to a grain silo.

No longer were billionaires content to 
stand at the urinal together and swing 
their little fingers.

No, they had to fly into space in 
crafts shaped like their underpaid and 
overworked minimum wage employees 
got together and said “Let’s design a 
ship that truly represents what we think 
of our boss”.

Some people were lucky enough to 
escape the icy clutches of Melbourne’s 
winter and head north during the school 
holidays.

They were awarded an extra 14 days 
off, isolated in their house with boutique 
bottle of gin, their mates Netflix, Stan, 
Amazon Prime and Disney+ passwords, 
and a few bonus Covid tests for their 
efforts.

The snow lovers weren’t neglected 
either.

After missing the entire 2020 ski 
season, 80 per cent of Warrandyte’s 
population threw on their roof racks, 
dragged out the rusty snow chains and 
added alpine diesel to the fuel tank.

Then they remembered they had 
bought a new petrol car, with different 
size wheels and a wider roof.

The kids had grown, the adults hadn’t 
lost their iso-gut and the Warrandyte 
Secondhand Facebook page broke the 
internet as ski gear was traded with the 

same ferocity and lack of understanding 
as BitCoin.

I still have 15 pairs of skis, 19 pairs of 
boots, 38 ski jackets, 29 pairs of pants 
and 29,000 non-matching pairs of 
mittens if anyone is still interested.

Victoria entered Lockdown 5.0.
Muscle memory kicked in.
No need to panic buy, no need to 

exercise more than two hours a day, we 
could ignore soaring petrol prices; we 
weren’t going more than five kilometres 
from home.

This lockdown had an entertainment 
bonus that the previous four didn’t.

The Olympics.
Who doesn’t  love an opening 

ceremony that at best is three hours too 
long and at it’s very best is full of weird 
interpretive dancing and disturbingly 
bewildering characters?

It was my time to shine.
I could dazzle my disinterested 

offspring with my encyclopaedic 
knowledge of absolutely nothing.

Eyes went blurry from uninterrupted 
screen-time, thumbs blistered from 
incessant googling and I acquired a 
strange mottled hue to my skin as I 
slowly morphed into an unwashed 
coach potato.

Turns out quad skulls is a rowing race 
not a Russian drinking game and the 
Coxless fours isn’t just a boat without 
any males in it.

But the real revelation was the 
kayaking and canoeing.

What a sport, there had to be more 
steel in their abs than in the reinforced 
concrete of the course.

As I gaze out at the murky waters of 
the Yarra River, I briefly consider that 
this could be the sport for me.

I mean, sure it would take a bit of 
work to transform from a mouldy couch 
potato to a well-oiled French Fry,

I’m scared of water and by the time I’d 
got my act together I’d be eligible for the 
aged pension.

Not impossible but I reckon I’d be 

more likely to win a Tattslotto draw that 
I never bought a ticket in.

Lucky I’ve got the Modern Warrandyte 
Pentathlon to fall back on.

A collection of five events that require 
the cunning of a fox near a henhouse, 
the speed of a kookaburra at a barbie 
and the patience of a horse at an anti-
lockdown rally.

Event 1: The Duck Race 
Twelve ducklings whose parents have 

left them unattended in your pool, need 
to be rescued and returned one-by-one 
to the negligent Mum and Dad.

Time penalties are given for any 
ducklings lost to a circling wedge-
tailed eagle or if contact is made by the 
attacking Drake, who hasn’t worked out 
you’re actually trying to help.

Event 2: The NBN Modem reset
When the power goes out it’s a race 

against time to reset the modem and 
get the wi-fi up and running before 
any teenagers emerge from their caves 

complaining the live gaming stream has 
dropped out.

This a sport that requires precision 
timing.

Too quick and you blow a fuse in the 
box and you’ll get lost in a telco call 
centre queue never to be heard from 
again.

Too slow and hell hath no fury like an 
internet-less teenager, they can move 
lightening quick when they want to.

Event 3: The Skatepark Challenge
The quickest to run over to the fish 

and chip shop, order and take delivery 
of your minimum chips, six fried dim 
sims and a bottle of Gatorade.

Run back to skatepark, consume, drop 
all rubbish on the ground and run for 
the bus stop.

Time penalties incurred for being 
yelled at by an adult before getting on 
the 906 and disqualified if called out by 
an outraged member of the Warrandyte 
Community and Business Facebook 
page.

Event 4: The Mountain Bike slalom
The course runs along the river from 

Stiggants Reserve to the Stonehouse.
Obstacles include dogs off lead, 

toddlers released from their pram and 
irregular groupings of baby boomers 
who drift like brown’s cows when you 
startle them.

Bonus points for dog poo-less tyres at 
the finish line.

Event 5: The Double Scull
Simple — a pot and shot at the Grand 

Hotel.
There are no rules and everyone’s a 

winner.
The perfect end to a gruelling Modern 

Warrandyte Pentathlon.
But now Lockdown 5.0 is over; the 

roller-coaster ride continues with 6.0.
The Gold Coast may still not be 

Hollywood, but it is now the home of 
the 2032 Olympics, the games that no 
one else wanted.

And you can’t blame the Hemsworth’s 
for that.

By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado
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dealing with trauma

TRAUMA ACCORDING to the Oxford 
Dictionary is “a deeply distressing or 
disturbing experience... from which 
the emotional shock may lead to 
long-term neurosis”. 

T h e  A m e r i ca n  Ps y c h o l o g i ca l 
Association (APA) says that trauma 
“is the emotional response to a terrible 
event like an accident, rape or natural 
disaster”.

The word is derived from the Greek 
term for “wound”.

The effect of trauma poses significant 
stress on our bodies and on our mental 
health. 

The psychological effect of trauma 
requires careful management and 
therapy.

In some cases where the trauma is 
extreme, it might feel as if the brain 
has shut down or the body has stopped 
functioning normally.

Often a traumatic experience is one 
where there is exposure to a threat to 
life, or one’s personal safety, but it can 
also be experienced from less extreme 
circumstances including bullying, 
violence, loss, or conflict.

The age at which a trauma is 
experienced may also influence brain 
function.

Chi ldho o d trauma may have 
lasting effects that require careful 
management.

Whether the experience is a one-off 
event, multiple events or an ongoing 
repetitive event the impact can be 
different for each individual.

The physical indicators of trauma 
include excessive alertness, fatigue, 
exhaustion, disturbed sleep and even 
general aches and pains.

Cognitive symptoms of trauma 
include intrusive thoughts and 
memories, visual memories of the 
event, nightmares, poor concentration 
or memory, disorientation and even 
confusion. 

The behavioural consequences of 
trauma may include avoidance of 
places or activities where the traumatic 
event occurred, social withdrawal, 
isolation or lack of interest in the 
person’s normal activities.

The emotional signs of trauma 
include: fear, detachment, guilt, 
depression, anger, anxiety and even 
panic attacks.

The initial impacts of trauma include 
a mix of all of these symptoms.

The greater the impact of the trauma 
the more intense the reaction; severe 
dissociation, ongoing continued 
distress without remittance, and 
repeated memories of the event.

Fu r t h e r  sy mp t o m s  i n c l u d i ng 
sleep disorders, nightmares, fatigue, 
flashbacks and emotional avoidance 

and are also recorded as trauma 
responses.

Most people who are exposed 
to trauma display some of these 
responses immediately after the 
event, and with support from family 
and friends or a professional, these 
responses can usually be resolved 
without any severe long-term effects. 

However, some may ultimately 
present with more ongoing symptoms 
potentially leading to a diagnosis 
of posttraumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), which requires more specific 
treatment.

Other people who have experienced 
a similar trauma may show more 
resilience or coping skills and thus 
fall outside of any potential diagnosis.

Brain function is  affected by 
traumatic stress, it is “wounded” by it.

The areas  of  the  brain most 
affected by trauma are the amygdala, 
hippocampus and prefrontal cortex.

In simple terms, the amygdala is 
part of the limbic system and is what 
is termed the emotional brain, where 
emotions are given meaning and are 
regulated.

The hippocampus is the part of the 
brain that plays an important part in 
learning and memory, it is the part of 
the brain that regulates memory recall.

The prefrontal cortex is the thinking 
brain, it controls cognitive behaviours, 
decision making and social behaviours.

Memory is certainly one area that 

is deeply affected by trauma, either 
in the way that the brain blocks out a 
memory, or conversely how the brain 
finds a certain memory to be indelible.

These indelible memories are usually 
ones that are overwhelming and the 
brain (hippocampus) may choose to 
elaborate certain parts of the memory 
or piece together the sequence of 
events differently.

These memories may also come at 
unexpected times causing further 
distress and anxiety.

Perhaps there is an ongoing feeling 
of numbness or emptiness.

Continued experience of distressing 
emotions or physical symptoms like 
feeling agitated or tense.

Interrupted sleep, nightmares or 
flashbacks.

Possibly even the temptation to turn 
to alcohol or drugs to numb the pain 
of the memory.

If you or your friends notice an 
inability to manage any intense feelings 
or physical sensations relating to a 

trauma, it is best to seek professional 
help, especially if any of the symptoms 
described above last more than a 
couple of weeks.

Your GP should be able to refer 
you to a psychologist who can assess 
your trauma and the impacts that it is 
having on your life.

A trained specialist would be able 
to help you develop effective coping 
strategies and techniques to lessen the 
impact of the trauma.

Stephanie Foxley has lived and 
worked in the Manningham district 
for over 20 years. 
Now relocated to Queensland 
she offers online Counselling and 
Clinical Hypnosis via Zoom. 
Medibank, Bupa, Police Health 
Fund and Doctor’s Health fund 
accredited. 
Member of ACA, CCAA, & PACFA
Mobile: 0407 921 122 
Email:  
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com

Impacts of Trauma
mental health

By STEPHANIE FOXLEY 
MCouns, MACA

You don’t have to struggle alone. Trauma can impact any of us at any point in our lives. For some, like our emergency services, it is an occupational 
hazard.For others it comes upon us gradually.  Or sometimes one event can turn our whole world upside down. The good news is, there are ways 
to deal with the impacts of trauma, and you don’t have to do it alone.  There are many services that can assist you in finding a way past the trauma 
— to make peace with it, and move beyond it. The Diary’s mental health and wellbeing columnists have each provided in insight into dealing with 
trauma from a range of perspectives, and we discover how assistance animals can help those struggling with the effects of past trauma. If you, or 
someone you know is in need of assistance please reach out, either to a friend or through a peer support network, an employee assistance program, 
your GP, counsellor or one or of the many services available to listen and to help.

Emergency assistance: 000
NURSE-ON-CALL: 1300 60 60 24
Beyondblue Australia:  
1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
SANE: 1800 187 263
ARAFEMI Carer Helpline:  
1300 550 265

Kids HelpLine: (5-25yrs)  
1800 55 1800
Headspace: (12-25 years)  
1800 650 890
Parentline: (Parents and carers 
with children) birth-18 yrs  
13 22 89
Safe Steps:1800 015 188
Gay and Lesbian Switchboard: 
9663 2939 or 1800 184 527 

Sexual Assault Crisis Line Victoria: 
1800 806 292 
Griefline: 1300 845 745 
DirectLine(People impacted by 
drug use) 1800 888 236 
Family Drug Help:  1300 660 068
Suicide Line VIC: 1300 651 251
PANDA: (Post or ante natal 
depression) 1300 726 306

Gambling helpline
Gambling: 1800 858 858
OCD and Anxiety helpline:  
1300 269 438 or 9830 0533 
Mensline: 1300 78 99 78
Bush support line: 1800 805 391 
Suicide call back: 1300 659 467 
Open Arms Military, and former 
military service personnel:  
1800 011 046  

RSL Victoria Veterans’ counselling: 
1300 MILVET (1300 645 838)
Young Diggers: 0416108450
Coronavirus Health Information 
Line: 1800 020 080
Health and Human Services:  
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Crisis contact numbers



Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.
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SOME ANCIENT treatments are Reiki, 
acupuncture, healing touch, tapping, 
chakra work, reflexology, massage and 
many more.

So too does medical technology, 
such as ECG, EEG, EMG, ERG, Tens, 
etc, wherewith precision and backup 
by detailed records show a significant 
improvement in health after treatment.

People often pronounce disease as 
dis-ease. Our body is out of alignment.

Could the flow or lack of flow of our 
energetic systems create dis-ease?

How Trauma Lodges in the Body
Bessel van der Kolk Psychiatrist 

describes how some experiences 
imprint themselves beyond where 
language can reach.

Bessel recommends using state of the 
art therapeutic treatments, including 
bodywork like yoga, massage and eye 
movements to release trauma memory 

in the body.
Bessel van der Kolk is the founder 

and director of the Trauma Centre in 
Brookline, Massachusetts.

He’s also a professor of psychiatry at 
Boston University Medical School.

Some valuable books for the mind-
body connection into wellness include:

Bessel van der Kold: Traumatic Stress: 
The Effects of Overwhelming Experience 
on Mind, Body, and

Society and The Body Keeps the Score: 
Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing 
of Trauma.

Additional information on Bessel can 
be found at onbeing.org.

Annette Noontil: The Body is the 
Barometer of the Soul - So Be Your Own 
Doctor II.

Louise Hays: You Can Heal Your Life.
Inna Segal: The Secret Language Of 

Your Body
Hypnotherapy and Self Hypnosis
As a clinical hypnotherapist, I often 

discuss incorporating a wellness 
package into their wellbeing journey.

Hypnotherapy has been known to 
have effects on reducing chronic and 

acute pain, stress, reduce anxiety and 
symptoms of depression, management 
of fears or phobia, addictions and 
substance abuse, self-esteem, anger 
management, PTSD, trouble sleeping, 
insomnia, sleepwalking, quit smoking, 
weight loss and a variety of other issues.

How does Hypnosis work?
Hypnosis is the exact following 

of suggestions in order to create a 
meaningful experience.

The Hypnotic state is a natural state, 
trance-like state, similar to when you’re 
really tired and zoned out, and relaxed, 
but yet you’re fully awake as it’s a 
state of increased attention, focus and 
concentration and an optimal state for 
suggestibility, and hypnosis is someone 
guiding you through this state.

Hypnotherapy is a do with process, 
not a do to, which means the client is in 
control of the entire session and allows 
the suggestions to take place in the 
subconscious part of the mind.

To change habits consciously takes 
a lot of time and effort, however with 
hypnosis, the suggestions are layered 
into the subconscious mind, and 

becomes part of your daily program.
You can apply self-hypnosis to your 

daily routine for optimal results.
Brainwave patterns:
Gamma (27hz +):  Information 

processing and insights
Beta (12-27hz+): Alert and focused 

activity (wakefulness)
Alpha (8-12hz): State of relaxation
Theta (3-8 hz): Light sleep or deep 

relaxation; daydreaming and REM 
dream state; ideal for selfhypnosis and 
hypnotherapy

Delta (Less than 3hz): deep dreamless 
sleep

No matter which path you take, the 
first step is to acknowledge the problem, 
seek a solution, see the successful 
outcome, and accept the possibility of 
it working out for you as you are worth it 
to be healthy, happy and vibrant.

Maree Zimny is a qualified 
Clinical Hypnotherapist, Quantum 
Frequency Coach, NLP and
HeartMath® Certified Trainer
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress, 
Communications and Anger 
Management
0403 325 858 www.facebook.com/
thereliefcliniconline

Your body keeps score 
By MAREE ZIMNY

wellness

Joey and Maggie

Young Diggers, helping our Veterans
By DON HUGHES
IT IS NOTHING new, that a dog can be 
a human’s best friend. 

Dogs have an innate sixth sense to 
monitor the well being of those around 
them and then to offer comfort.

Dogs have been lending their eyes to 
visually impaired people for many years, 
and in recent times are being trained 
as to provide all manner of support, 
including as emotional support animals 
for those suffering post-traumatic-stress 
disorder (PTSD)

It is not only veterans that suffer from 
PTSD. 

First Responders and emergency 
services (Police, Ambulance and 
Firefighters) can also fall victim to the 
debilitating psychological effects of 
trauma.

The Department of Veteran Affairs 
delivered its first Psychiatric Assistance 
dog to a military veteran this year. 

Many more are in training. 
A waiting list applies, and these 

are supplied through accredited 
contractors.

A group of Vietnam veterans however, 
decided to help those returning from 
Afghanistan by establishing Young 
Diggers in Brisbane in 2010. 

This program is now well established 
and is designed so members can 
train their own dogs to become 
Assistance Dogs under the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992. 

It is a volunteer, not-for-profit, 
Australia-wide organisation.

Many of these young diggers are 
rescued. 

My own dog, Zeus, was rescued, at age 
three, from a farm in Deniliquin. 

We undertook Young Digger training 
together four years ago and both enjoy 
our new found life together. 

Many of the earlier rescue dogs were 
also trained by prisoners — giving 
enormous benefits to not only the dogs, 
but also the rehabilitation prospects of 
the prisoners.

Similarly, Joey a front line operational 
Victorian Police officer suffering PTSD, 
received great advice from his Police 
Sergeant : “Consider training your 
pet border collie, Maggie, with Young 
Diggers located at Melton”. 

Joey and Maggie successfully trained 
together and are now both back on 
operational duty. 

Melton is currently the only Young 
Diggers training facility in Melbourne. 

Further facilities in Melbourne are 
being considered.

As the “Dog Capital” of this part of 
Melbourne, Zeus hosted a sausage 
sizzle recently at the local Warrandyte 
IGA. 

The event was a “howling” success.
Young Diggers  also welcomes 

the recent establishment of a Royal 
Commission into Defence and Veteran 
Suicide. 

It is interesting to note that no Veteran 
has ended their life too early who has an 
Assistance Dog.

For more information, or to make a 
donation: youngdiggers.com.au
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By CORALIE SOUVATZIS
2021, AND IN THE words of Willie 
Nelson we were finally “on the road 
again”.

The road this time led to the Flinders 
Ranges region and we were fortunate 
to beat another Melbourne lockdown 
by one day.

Our first stop, as usual, was the Pink 
(salt) Lakes; this area is rich in beauty, 
salt formations and pioneering history.

A few days exploring here while we 
gained our SA travel passes and we 
headed over the border to Morgan, 
a place with a long riverboat history, 
there’s also an interesting pub 
containing comical COVID signage 
(is there such a thing!)

Then we hit the black top north up 
to Brachina Gorge, now this place has 
serious archaeological history dating 
back millions of years.

We saw a tour guide showing her 
group some rocks so, of course, I 
later bolted over when they left and 
eventually found the fossils.

At another site in another gorge 
hubby found some shell fossils on top 
of a hill and was very proud of himself, 
especially when I sent photos to my 
“fossil friend” and she authenticated 
them.

Passing more unusual outback signs, 
re the Prairie Hotel, we moved onto our 
next gorge, Parachilna Gorge, which 
became our base for the next 20 days. 

We found it so picturesque — he 
climbed every mountain, forded 
every stream, while I tried to decipher 
Wikicamps, relaxed and read my 
many books...plus we had water and 
firewood nearby, so it was a perfect 
camp. 

There were quite a few travellers 
about, but it was manageable. 

We had heard over and over again 
from other travellers heading further 
north they were having trouble finding 
accommodation.

Our next destination was Arkaroola. 
We decided to leave the van and 

drive the nearly 200 kms to stay 
overnight in accommodation and 
return next day (hoping the van would 
still be there) with a visit to Chambers 
Gorge on the way, fortunately we were 
there at a time when the state’s floral 
emblem, the Stuart Desert Pea was 
in flower.

Next stop Lake Menindee. 
The area is amazing, and for once 

full of water, as was evidenced in the 
gorges we travelled through.

It made for some spectacular photos. 
We visited the Burke and Wills sites 

in the area and I have now visited all 
the sites that they did during they ill-
fated expedition.

I celebrated my birthday at Silverton, 
a famous film set area (The Amazing 
Race and Mad Max, amongst others) 
bought a vest and I was a happy (and 
warm) camper after that. 

Then it was a quick drop into Pro 
Harts gallery for a look and purchase.

I actually learnt a lot during this 
short trip (5.5weeks 4500kms)

I learnt The Stolen Generation is still 
very relevant and a topic on almost 
every radio station out here… I learnt 
for the first time there was also a stolen 
generation of “White Children”… 
let me digress from my travels for a 
moment.

Over a glass of wine, in the bar, 
a fellow camper told of his life 
experiences. 

l later Googled the authenticity of his 
statements and found them to be true.

Apparently the soldiers returned 

from the war and “made up for lost 
time” with local lasses.

The church and authorities of the 
day moved most of these young 
pregnant women interstate away from 
support and then took their babies. 

Some were told the baby had died 
but they were adopted out. 

His Mum wasn’t cared for until she 
signed him over, which she eventually 
did but on the proviso she could get 
him back in 6 months, however during 
that time he had been adopted out…
my heart broke and at 69 I could see 
his still did. 

They eventually met and reunited.
We ate some unusual foods and 

pies, which I won’t name here, and 
probably won’t eat again, but when 
you have eaten fried crickets and 
battered frogs and cuy (guinea pigs) 
as I have, not much fazes you.

My top hints for travel
1. Don’t wear jeans, they become 

an OH&S issue when running 
for bushes or toilets

2. Don’t wear single block-
coloured clothes, they show up 
the dirt and every dribble

3. Do invest in a tin of dry 
shampoo

4. Non perfumed wet wipes…use 
them for everything

5. Don’t dry shave your legs or 
armpits (if you haven’t learnt 
this already)

6. Olive oil makes an excellent 
moisturizer

I f  I  h a d  t a k e n  a l l  t h i s  i n t o 
consideration it probably would have 
made for a more comfortable trip.
But for now…. in the words of John 
Denver: Hey it’s good to be back 
home again! 

Like a band of gypsies we go down the highway
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IS PHOTOGRAPHY art?
That’s a question that would have 

been answered differently 50 years 
ago when the commonly shared 
view was that only fine arts such 
as painting and sculpture were 
considered to be art.

The viewpoint has slowly evolved 
over the past half century and today 
it is a commonly shared belief that 
photography is art!

I  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c o n s i d e r 
photography to be art, but before 
we move forward with the debate, 
let’s define art.

An accepted definition of art is:
 “ The expression of  human 

creative skill in a visual form that 
can be appreciated for its beauty or 
emotional power.”

I can think of many photographs 
that meet this standard. 

Photographs that display artistry in 
technique and composition and also 
possess emotional power that distills 
the poignancy of a situation into an 
image that makes us stop, think, feel 
and, most importantly, learn.

Personally, I think art is a process 
that makes sense out of chaos and 
has the ability to make people feel.  

To me it doesn’t matter what the 
medium is.

Now, let’s consider some other 
local artists viewpoints.

My late friend, painter Piers 
Bateman, had a negative opinion 
about photo-realism paintings. 

He said to me once, why paint that 
way, why not just take a photo? 

He preferred a more expressionist 

viewpoint in his very Australian 
landscapes. 

One of which I have hanging on my 
wall here in Warrandyte.

To prove his point, Piers swapped 
t h a t  p a i n t i n g  f o r  o n e  o f  my 
photographs back in the early 80s. 

“What’s the difference?” he asked. 
Piers, as usual, was way ahead of 

his time. 
David Moore, an Australian painter 

living and working in Castlemaine 
says:

“A photographer has to make 
decisions all the time on aesthetics. 

Juggling weights and balances 
in the aesthetic sense is the skill a 
painter and photographer has to do 
all the time and a random click of the 
shutter is not going to do this and give 
a pleasing result for the viewer.

Obviously, David believes in the 
integrity of photographers and their 
images.

Photographer, teacher and master 
printer Brian Gilkes from St Andrews 
answers the question in this way:

“Yes, no, sometimes, always.
Art used to mean made with skill. 
I like to think it’s something that 

changes you. 
Rodin’s Gates of Hell did that to me.
A rough Japanese bowl can do that. 
Photography? Of course!”
And I agree with Brian, Piers and 

David. 
Photography is valid as an art form. 
It has the ability to change you; 

it’s skilful, emotional and can be 
aesthetically pleasing.
1. This strong portrait of rocker 
Alice Cooper showcases the 
intensity of the artists eyes and 
the use of his crucifix in the 
picture tells us about his faith.

3. Using three different 
photographs, this composite 
image of wooden wagon wheels, 
a vivid sunset and the full moon is 
an exercise in creating a beautiful 
and evocative composition. 
4. This evocative image of a child 
at the National Gallery’s water 
wall  is dreamy and wistful. It 
encourages the viewer to think 
and feel.
4. There’s no denying that this 
photograph of the Australian 
Ballet in action is artistic. It 
displays emotion, grace and 
beauty.

By BILL McAULEY

talking images

Art is in the eye of the beholder

1 3

4



MPs for them to share

 1st Floor, 651-653 Doncaster Road, Doncaster VIC 3108    03 9848 9900

 kevin.andrews.mp@aph.gov.au    kevinandrews.com.au    KevinAndrewsMP

KEVIN ANDREWS MP
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR MENZIES

Authorised by Kevin Andrews MP, Liberal Party of Australia, 1st Floor, 651-653 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster VIC 3108.

   Assist with accessing Federal  
Government services  

  Attend your local community event 

   Arrange congratulatory messages

As your Federal Member, I am here to:

Please contact my office if I can be of assistance.
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Launching Our Year of Wonders
By JANE ANNOIS
ON SATURDAY, July 3, we launched 
the book “Our Year of Wonders” at the 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House. 

The book tells the story of the 
outdoor photograph exhibition held 
at Taffy’s Hut in Lions Park over the 
last 5 months and the projection 
event held under the Warrandyte 
Bridge. 

The photos come to life in the 
book, which has been beautifully 
produced by Fox Hole Design under 
the guidance of Bill McAuley. 

Who knew there were so many 
t a l e n t e d  a n d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
photographers in our community? 

It was a delight to see so many at 
the book launch, at last putting a face 
to the photographs we have been 
admiring for the last few months. 

The enthusiasm for the exhibition 
was evident, giving such passionate 
and dedicated photographers a 

showcase and public forum for their 
work.

There was not a day that went past 
without locals and visitors alike, 
of all ages, spending time at Taffy’s 
hut, interacting and enjoying the 
exhibition. 

The book not only has high quality 
reproductions of the photos, but 
also images of our opening event in 
February, highlighting our musicians, 
picnickers and all of you who came to 
enjoy the evening.

The book is a proud record of the 
photographs exhibited, worthy of 
any coffee table and as a present to 
friend or family. 

They are $40 each and can be 
bought from the Warrandyte IGA, 
Post Office, and Pottery Gallery 
[below the sweet shop].

Following the success of ‘A Year 
of Wonders’, we have been awarded 
a Community Arts Grant from 

Manningham Council to hold a 
second Photograph Exhibition at 
Taffy’s Hut, titled ‘Fresh Perspectives’. 

We  w i l l  a l s o  h o l d  a n o t h e r 
Projection event under the Bridge, 
showing photographs that have been 
submitted. 

There will be wine, music and 
food as we celebrate the opening of 
“Fresh Perspectives” on Saturday 27 
November from 6pm. Save the date.

For now, we have a call for entries. 
You are invited to submit your 

photographs, expressing a fresh way 
of looking at the world. Photos are 
due by 17 September.

Please go to the website jannois.
wixsite.com/photoswarrandyte for 
entry details.

Photos will be selected by Bill 
McAuley 
For further information contact 
Jane Annois at  
jannois@bigpond.com



Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to your 

design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 

Airport  transfer, parties, 
weddings. City & suburb to 
suburb. Up to 8 passengers  

& luggage.  
Call Clive for bookings  

0412 556 801.
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PLEASE NOTE ALL EVENTS ARE 
SUBJECT TO COVID LOCKDOWN RESTRICTIONS

Event:  Food Relief 
When:  Each Wednesday 10am-12pm 
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
Info:  In conjunction with CareNet, Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House will be offering food and toiletry hampers. Pop in if you 
or someone you know, needs one. 
Event:  Revegetation of Andersons Creek 
When:  every Wednesday, 10am–noon 
Where: opposite 10 Gold Memorial Road, Warrandyte 
Info:  Be part of this major project to bring Gold Memorial Rd. 
back to its former glory. We will be preparing for planting. Lots of 
weeding to be done.  No experience necessary. We provide all you 
need to have a great time.  Contact andersonscreeklandcare@ 
hotmail.com, Robyn 0417377649 or visit Andersons Creek 
Landcare’s Facebook page
Event:   Abstract Acrylics
When:  Starts Thursday August 5, 11am-1pm (5 weeks)
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info:  Cost $125.  Learn how to create modern, vibrant and 
textual works of art with local artist, Myra Carter.  Be guided 
through the process from blank canvas (or paper) to your own 
finished artwork.  BYO materials. 
Event: Visitors
When: August 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, 8pm, Matenee August 15 2:30pm
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics’ Hall
 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Info: This much awarded, haunting, beautiful play explores the 
themes of warmth, compassion and wit. It tackles the harrowing 
issue of dementia with frankness and humour. Overall, this play 
is about love and how it endures.
Event:  Warrandyte Historical Society AGM
When  Sunday August 15, 2pm
Where: Federation Room, Grand Hotel
 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Info: The AGM meeting will be followed at 2:45pm by guest 
speaker, ending with afternoon tea and chat. You will not want 
to miss the wonderful presentation by local resident, master 
stonemason and curator, James Charlwood. Please RSVP if 
attending to info@whsoc.org.au
Event: Doncaster View Club Meeting
When: Tuesday, August 17 at 11am
Where: Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Rd. Bulleen
Info: We warmly welcome ladies to join this friendly group 
who support “The Smith Family” in providing education for 
disadvantaged Australian Children. Contact Shirley:  98792380 
for more details.
Event: Yarra Valley View Club Meeting 
Where: Dorset Gardens Hotel, Dorset Road, Croydon 
When:  Tuesday August 31, 11am 
Info:  We are always open to new members, so please get in 
touch today and come and see what it is all about. Contact Val 
on 0419 007 728

Event:   Paper Flowers
When:  Saturday August 28 (intro), 10:30-12:30
 Saturday September 4, (advanced), 10:30-12:30
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Cost: Intro $85, Adv $95
Learn the art of paper flowers, with Louise Seymour of Paperlab. 
Using Italian crepe paper learn how to create your own blooms 
and then arrange them into a bouquet.  Perfect as a gift to 
brighten someone’s day.
Event:   Adult Drawing
When:  Starts Wednesday August 25, 12-2pm, 4 weeks
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Cost $97
Learn from a skilled professional, either as someone new to 
drawing or for those looking to practise their skills.  Explore and 
experiment in a friendly and relaxed class, that is fun.
Event: Kokedama Workshop
When: Tuesday August 31, 7-9pm or
 Saturday September 4, 2-4pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Cost $60 per workshop. ‘Koke’ ‘dama’ is the Japanese 
style hanging string garden that is a hot trend in indoor plants.  
In this fun, instructional workshop you will learn how to create 
and care for your own Kokedama. All materials supplied.
Event: Open Garden
When: September 4–5, 10am–4:30pm
Where: 104 Webb Street, Warrandyte
Info: Bev and John Hanson are opening their garden at 104 
Webb St Warrandyte, with Open Gardens Victoria. Entry is $10, 
students $6 and under 18 free. Half the proceeds will go to Open 
Gardens Victoria with the remainder to go to Red Cross.
Event: Warrandyte Repair Café
When: Sunday, September 5 10:30am-12:30pm
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics Institute
 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Info: Toss it? No way! The Warrandyte Mechanics Institute and 
Arts Association (WMI&AA) runs the Warrandyte Repair Café at 
the Mechanics Hall on the first Sunday of each month
Event: Vocal Agents and Riffmasters
When: Saturday, September 11, 8pm
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics’ Hall
Info: Tickets $15. Come down for a night of musical intrigue. 
Vocal Agents are an acapella group covering soul, funk and 
contemporary songs, Riffmasters play blues and roots, and 
original material. Bookings at trybooking.com/BTEMP
Event: Run for the Firies
When: Sunday, October 24
Where: Eltham North Adventure Playgound
Info: Register during August for earlybird pricing. This event 
offers a 10.6km, 6km and 4km on the day (or virtually any time 
during the month of October) and all money raised goes to 
helping the KG and Research CFA brigades purchase equipment 
and upgrade their facilities.
Register at: runforthefiries.com/ 
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All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

what’s happening

Local markets

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

G I F T E D  D R E A M E R S  P R E S E N T

VOCAL AGENTS
≈AND ≈

RIFFMASTERS
SATURDAY SEPT 11 2021

 8 – 11 PM 
 WARRANDYTE MECHANICS HALL

VOCAL AGENTS are an accapella group  
covering soul, funk & contemporary songs.

RIFFMASTERS play blues & roots & original material.

BYO food and drinks.

$15
Online bookings: 

trybooking.com/BTEMP

Park Orchards Market
Saturday, August 21 
10am–2pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

Warrandyte 
Riverside Market
Saturday, September 4
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

St Andrews  
Community Market
Saturdays
9am–2pm 
Kangaroo Ground -  
St Andrews Road,  
St Andrews 

Eltham Farmers Market 
and Food Swap
Sundays
9am–1pm
(food swap  9:30–10:30am)
Eltham Town Mall

Glass Recycling 
Dear Diary
So good to hear that we are at last trying to catch up with our 
smart “cousins”.
It is now over well over 30 years since we first visited Germany in 
1985, where we saw glass recycling bins for the first time.
Susan Foreman tells us that the Victorian Government is now 
about to implement such a scheme here.
Well done!
But why has it taken so long???

Jan O’Neill, 
Warrandyte

your say

Letters to the Diary must include full name, address and phone number, even if not intended for publication. 
Content may be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. editor@warrandytediary.com.au



Warrandyte 

Servicing you & the Community 
since 1989

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Shop 5 Goldfields Plaza Shopping Centre 

P: (03) 9844 2029

Melbourne...On top, on top!

Residential roof report & quotation on:
   Cement & Terracotta Tile Restorations.
 High pressure cleaning  Rebed & repoint

 Seal & colour resurfacing

Does your Roof 
need Attention?

All work guaranteed - Fully insured - Pensioner/Senior discount

Our promise is you will be delighted
9897 1688‘FREE

OZ VENT’
Est’d 1982

*conditions apply

#530717#11174

Bocca Family Restaurant
Tuesday Parma Night
Chicken Parma & a pot or house wine $18

104 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte
Ph 9844 0396

104 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte
Ph 9844 0396
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Optomistic for Visitors

Panic In The Streets 

WARRANYDTE THEATRE Company 
is steaming ahead with plans for 
seasons 3, 4 and 5 in 2021, steering 
productions cautiously between the 
rocks of lockdown, and will stage the 
charming and moving play “Visitors” 
by Barney Norris — opening a week 
later than planned — on August 15.

A  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p l a y  s e t  i n 
England, it demonstrates a touching 
understanding of ageing and portrays 
the lifetime of love between Edie and 
her husband Arthur a farmer.

Directed by Grant Purdy, “Visitors” 
brings back to the stage — Reg Ellery, 
Carol Keating and Don Nicholson and 
introduces Meg Davies.

Restrictions have played havoc with 

scheduling and ticketing and the 
company’s decision to stage an extra 
play under complicated conditions 
might seem masochistic but, what has 
become apparent is the demand and 
enthusiasm for quality theatre from the 
public and actors and crew.

There have been multiple groups 
using the Mechanics’ Institute Hall 
and seeing several groups using the 
theatre on the same day is extremely 
rewarding — exactly what we want to 
see in a valued community venue and 
especially this year.

Prior to the opening night of Visitors 
a new cast of 12 will begin rehearsals 
for Calendar Girls.

This play had virtually sold out - 600+ 

tickets, in March 2020, but it is likely 
it will have to play to much smaller 
audiences when it finally opens on 
September 24.   

The final season for 2021 will be the 
much anticipated Follies directed by 
Lawrence Phelan and Matt Wallace 
with Matt also taking on musical 
direction.  Already roughly 50% written 
with original songs and sketches, this 
year’s Follies (coming to you at the all 
new time of November) is promising to 
be something special with fresh ideas 
as well as direction.  

Follies Goes Off the Rails opens on 
November 18 and will be Covid free.

The photos show the cast of  Visitors 
in rehearsal.

Stars Richard Widmark,  
Paul Douglas, Jack Palance, 
Barbara Belle-Geddes 
Directed by Elia Kazan
IN THE early days of  the 2020 
lockdown(s), everyone tuned into the 
movie Contagion on Netflix as a sort of 
morbid self-punishment.

Few remembered an old black-and-
white gem called Panic in the Streets, 
about the pros and cons of fighting 
an embryonic pandemic in 1950 New 
Orleans.

It is fascinating to see how little the 
issues we face now have changed 
since then.

The story focuses on the efforts of Dr 
Clint Reed (Richard Widmark) from 
the US Department of Public Health 
and his police liaison, Captain Tom 
Warren (Paul Douglas), to find the 
killers and contacts of an unknown 
illegal immigrant, discovered to be 
the patient- zero carrier of  pneumonic 
plague — a deadly disease spread by 
aerosol contact and which results in 
horrible death within 48 hours.

Knowing what we all know these 
days — for aren’t we all experts in how 
to conduct a pandemic battle? — we 

understand the hysterics behind Dr 
Reed’s efforts to make those around 
him comprehend just how serious 
the matter is.  

We recognise the familiar resistance 
and disbelief demonstrated by his 
colleagues in the police force and even 
the health department. 

We feel his frustration when people 
simply don’t believe there even is a 
disease, or place importance on things 
like economics (of time and labour as 
well as finance). 

At one time Reed and Warren have 
a heated circular argument about 
the fact that although the victim may 
have had the disease, he died of bullet 
wounds.  

Remember the arguments here 
about whether aged people died of the 
disease or with the disease?

Filmed and set in New Orleans using 
a high proportion of local bit players, 
the film is heavy on the stereotyped 
“immigrant” characters.  

New Orleans is a crossroad trading 
port that is point of entry to the US for 
goods and immigrants from around 
the world. 

A n d  i n  t h e  U S,  a s  i n  m a n y 
other countries, immigrants are 
xenophobically equated with disease.  

In this film, patient zero and his first 
contact ring are all low-life criminals.  

It might have been a completely 
different film if patient zero had been 
a nice, honest WASP.

There have been quite a  few 
epidemics in New Orleans over 
the past century or so — think of 
Jezebel, where Bette Davis bravely 
accompanies Henry Fonda to “leper’s 
island” during a yellow fever epidemic.  

That’s the way they dealt with 
pandemics in those days.  

In 1950’s New Orleans however, the 
idea was to keep the citizenry ignorant 
of the growing danger — to avoid the 
“panic in the streets” that would follow 
the news.  

If word got out, the infected bad 
guys — along with everyone else — 
would run away, spreading the disease 
throughout the country — if not the 
world.  

Compare that to our lockdowns now, 
where politicians rely on the “common 
sense of the people”.  

We’re all in this together, after all, 
they say.

When the New Orleans Mayor talks 
about protecting “his” community, 
Reed bursts out with: 

“Anybody that leaves here can be 
in any city in the country within 10 
hours. 
“I could leave here today and be in 
Africa tomorrow. 
And whatever disease I had would go 
right with me. . .. 
We’re all in a community — the same 
one!”
Our Dr Reed is so convincing, 

that Captain Warren silences a nosy 

reporter by arresting and jailing him, a 
completely illegal abuse of power and 
liable to cost him his job.  

But in a pandemic, the end justifies 
the means, right?

Against a background of spreading 
infection, I’ve never seen so many 
people so fixated on mopping up each 
other’s sweat — just to make us cringe, 
I suppose. 

It is very fortunate for our hero that 
a single injection of streptomycin is 
enough to cure the disease, which has 
an R-value of about 100.

The f inal  exciting chase in a 
waterfront warehouse ends as the 
last infected contact tries to escape by 
shinnying up a ship mooring rope, only 
to be thwarted by a rat guard. 

The inference is inescapable.  
For if ever anyone portrayed a rat so 

well, it was Jack Palance.
And if anything portrayed a guard 

so well, it was The Health Authorities.

By JUDY DUNGEY 

classic movies

By DAVID HOGG
A NIGHT of Musical Intrigue is 
scheduled for the evening of Saturday 
September 11 at the Mechanics 
Institute.

Local groups The Vocal Agents and 
Riffmasters will be performing a single 
show at 8pm.

Tickets are available at trybooking.
com/BTEMP and are a bargain at $15.

Seating is at tables and BYO food 
and drink.

Vocal Agents is a 6-piece a cappella 
vocal group and does numbers such 
as Stayin’ Alive, Sweet Dreams (are 
made of this) and a stunning rendition 
of Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody; all 
of which many of you should know.

Riffmasters is an 8-piece blues, soul 
and R&B band, with top song numbers 

such as Crocodylus, Terminus Hotel 
and Burning Man Ruins a Beautiful 
Day; which perhaps you may not 
know but would like to know!

They recently played their song 
Crocodylus on Macca’s “Australia All 
Over” on ABC radio.

Lisa Upson, one of the Agents, 
told the Diary “We are thrilled to be 
back at the Mechanics bringing live 
music from local talent back to the 
Community; the Vocal Agents always 
love performing in Warrandyte.

“We are looking forward so much 
to sharing the bill with Warrandyte 
legends Glen & Heather Jameson 
and the Riffmasters; they’ll have the 
audience dancing and grooving.”

This should be an evening not to 
miss, so get in quickly for tickets.

Intrigue in the hall



SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants
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• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Delicate grace in times of uncertainty

WE ARE IN ANOTHER lockdown as I 
write this; Victoria’s fifth one.

Only last week I was free to guide a 
small group on a health-promoting 
Forest Therapy walk out in nature; a 
lovely day with sunshine after a damp 
morning.

Forest Therapy walks include stops 
on the way for a few relaxing activities, 
and while on this walk, we stopped at 
a place between two deciduous trees.

Being winter, their branches were 
bare, so to introduce the activity, I gave 
a brief description of what such trees 
do while in winter “lockdown”.

Poetically speaking, they discard 
their clothing.

Conifers on the other hand, are a 
group of trees that literally put on a coat 
to protect their finery.

Which brings me to what I do in a 
winter lockdown; put on a coat and go 
out, and this month while exploring, I 
fell in love with a sweet, delicate and 
unassuming conifer tucked away in a 
cul-de-sac in Donvale.

She is an Alaskan weeping fir, also 
known as a Nookta cypress, and being 
indigenous to northern America has 
evolved to survive the months of snow 
and ice that cover that part of the world.

I love these trees!
They remind me of my favourite path 

in Kew Gardens, London, that winds 

through an evergreen forest.
What captures me on Kew’s path to 

the Nooktas is two things; the contrast 
of their silvery green foliage against the 
darker surrounding conifers, and the 
way their branches droop then rise like 
the arms of a dangling string puppet.

As I approach this lone beauty with 
her silvery fronds, she remains still 
and quiet.

I think about her heritage and forest 
ways.

In the wild, conifers live in extended 
communities connected underground 
by the Wood Wide Web, an extensive 
netw ork of  fungi  that  t ransmit 
information via the trees’ intertwined 
root systems.

Such trees share food and messages 
about imminent danger or threats.

So being alone, how does this lovely 
survive the winter?

Aside of larches, bald cypress and 
dawn redwoods, the conifer family 
survive by filling their needles with 
anti-freeze.

What’s more, the extent to which 
each tree will do this is specific to the 
environment it is in.

Alaska’s Nookta cypress is therefore 
primed for heavy snow and ice parking 
for months on its branches.

Our little friend in Donvale of course 
doesn’t bare that weight.

However, she still adheres to dressing 
in waxy anti-freeze when the cold arrives.

But in her presence, I am struck 
how much this description defies her 
appearance.

She has height, but is relaxed and 
very still.

In this serenity, she invites a closer 
encounter.

Reaching in, I feel the softness of her 
lengthy tendrils.

The touch of her delicate, willowy 
sleeves fills my soul with a gentleness I 
had forgotten, and when the air moves 
slightly, for a moment she is a whisper 
of undulating silk.

I am stirred by her grace.
Here is life accepting circumstance 

away from that which is familiar, yet 
still choosing to stand tall and offer 
somehow a sense of kindness.

To embrace her essence is  to 
experience what her relatives offer in 
their forested home; a place to be at 
peace in an otherwise noisy, fractured 
world, and for this I am deeply grateful.

She is what trees can offer in times 
of frustration and uncertainty: a quiet 
and subtle presence that if noticed is 
like being touched by the feathers of 
an angel.

They allow us to find tranquillity, to 
release concerns of an unpredictable 
future and remember a place where we 
know, as individuals and communities, 
it is acceptance and kindness that will 
see us though.

Jennah is captivated by the presence 
of trees and is currently training to 
facilitate Forest Therapy.
If you have a favourite tree you’d 
like to share, please email her 
jennahmrose@outlook.com

remarkable trees
By JENNAH ROSE

Kids focus on nature
By ANDREW FRANCIS
WARRANDYTE NATURE Facebook 
page hosted another Kid’s Photo 
competition during the latest 
lockdown.

It was wonderful seeing the nature 
around our township through the eyes 
and lenses of these young Nature-
lovers. 

There were entries from Reuben 
Amberfox (10), Saffire Amberfox 
(11), Emma Villarosa (7), Charlotte 
Frampton (12), Marcus Charbonneau 
(8), Millyca Robinson (13), River Long 

(3), Jasmine Long (8), Tya Robinson 
(14), Giacomo Fiorenza (11), Hugo 
Longstaff (9), Chloe Longstaff (7), 
Molly Dwyer (9) and Hamish Dwyer 
(11). 

Congratulations and well done to 
everyone who took part. 

It was very difficult choosing which 
pictures were the ‘best’ because every 
entry had a very special quality that 
reflected as much the thought and 
artistry of the photographers as it did 
their subjects. 

However, here are my favourite two 
in each age category! 

1. Millyca (aged 13).  
“Brilliant, beautiful banksia 
brightens my up day”.
2. Marcus (aged 8).  
“Mum and Joey. I love how these 
kanga’s come to our house every 
day”
3. Saffire (aged 11).  
“Somewhere in the shadows, 
there is always a glimpse of light 
and in the winter that light makes 
me happy” 
4. Tya (aged 14).  
“Evening stroll with a discovery”   
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Passing of former Doncare CEO
DOREEN STOVES made a unique 
and outstanding contribution to 
the community sector through her 
distinguished career. 

Across her working life, Doreen 
worked tirelessly to adapt service 
provision in response to community 
need.

During her 25 years at DHS, she 
became a strong and formidable 
advocate for better funding and 
services and was a practical visionary. 

Her work to develop a range of social 
and recreational activities for socially 
isolated and marginalised people was 
pioneering and unique in Victoria 
during that time. 

It was a forerunner for formalised 
support services that were to be 
funded by the Victorian Government.

Having known Doreen through her 
long and distinguished career at DHS 
and Doncare, John Leatherland PSM 
is well versed to comment on her 
exemplary leadership and passion for 
vulnerable children. When she was 
awarded the Public Service Medal in 
1994, he said of her:

“I do not know of anyone who 
has made a greater impact on 
and contribution to children and 
young people under the care of our 
department”

D o r e e n ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
disadvantaged children, families 
and adults was not confined to the 
professional landscape. 

She spent her life campaigning for 
better outcomes for children who 
faced adversity and had a long history 
as a foster parent. 

Together with her dearest friend, 
Maureen, she looked after more than 
40 children and took Permanent Care 
Orders for two boys and a sibling group 
of sisters. 

She was a proud and doting mother 
and grandmother.

Doreen made a very significant 
contribution to the policy development 
of a new range of family services 
following the introduction to the 
Children, Youth and Families Act, 2005 
and was a tireless advocate for young 
people in State care over the years. 

In 2016, Doreen addressed the 
Victorian opening of the Home Stretch 
Campaign with a powerful perspective 
on foster caring.

“We know that birds throw their 
fledglings out of the nest when they 
can fly and feed themselves, as human 
beings and supposed good parents we 
would never do that; so why is the State 
as a supposed good parent prepared to 
do exactly that?”

Doreen also worked in private 
practice as a Family Therapist and 
Trauma Counsellor for many years 
working mainly with victims of 
domestic violence. In 1994 she was 
instrumental in creating a service to 
support women affected by domestic 
violence by encouraging two small 
services to amalgamate, establishing 
the Eastern Domestic Violence Service. 
Doreen organised a house from which 
the service could operate where it 

remained for 11 years and facilitated 
the funding of further positions. 
EDVOS is now the largest specialist 
family violence service in the Eastern 
region, supporting over 9,000 women 
and children annually.

In 1994, Doreen was awarded a 
Public Service Medal for the pivotal 
and unique contribution she made to 
the redevelopment of Allambie and 
her service to DHS, in particular her 
exemplary leadership.

“She always led by example, I have 
not met a leader in my career with 
greater resilience and emotional 
literacy”

John Leatherland PSM
Doreen commenced as CEO of 

Doncare in 2001. 
At the time, the organisation’s annual 

income was $303,000. 
Within the first four years, the budget 

had tripled. 
Thanks to Doreen’s leadership, 

D o n c a r e  r e m a i n s  a  p o w e r f u l 
mechanism for promoting social 
inclusion through volunteerism. 

She leaves an incredible legacy 
behind her and the unique phrase 
“volunteers are the lifeblood of the 
organisation”– a sentiment we all 
share.

Doreen was an avid networker 
and a persuasive campaigner, highly 
regarded in the Eastern region for 
developing partnerships and reference 
groups. 

As CEO, she made an enormous 
tangible contribution,  working 
passionately to implement a diverse 
range of innovative programs to 
support the disadvantaged members 
of the community. 

Some of these services include the 
HOPS parenting support program, 
Chinese Family Playgroups, and most 
notably, Doncare’s Domestic Violence 
Advocacy and Support program. 

The suite of clinical services included 
therapeutic support groups for women 
recovering from domestic violence; 
specialist intake and referral as well as 
specialist family violence counseling. 

Together with Carmel O’Brien OAm, 
the iMatter initiative was conceived in 
the prevention space and the DAWN 
mentoring program was developed to 

support women in recovery.
“Doreen is at her best when faced 

with any human predicament, 
bringing all these talents to bear so that 
those involved feel protected, assisted, 
confident and hopeful, as well as heard 
and understood.”

Doreen volunteered to lead clinical 
debriefing in response to community 
emergencies including the East 
Doncaster Balcony collapse and the 
Warrandyte bushfires. 

In 2012 she arranged temporary 
accommodation for an uninsured 
couple whose home was significantly 
damaged and supported the wife when 
her husband died and arranged a 
working bee to restore the home.

In 2013, Doreen was awarded a 
Member of the Order of the Australia 
(AM) for her outstanding achievements 
and significant contribution and 
service to the community. In 2016 
she received the prestigious Rotary 
International award for “excellence in 
humanitarian service”, an award given 
to non-Rotarians who live the Rotary 
ideals of “service above self”.

Doreen’s drive, passion, and tireless 
commitment to providing equity to 
the most vulnerable in our community 
have been an undeniable inspiration to 
everyone at Doncare.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew 
Conlon has expressed his sadness and 
extended his sympathies to Doreen’s 
family, friends and colleagues. 

“Doreen will be remembered for her 
role as a passionate and committed 
CEO of Doncare for 19 years leading 
up to her retirement in April 2020,” 
he said. 

“Through this role, Doreen led the 
establishment of strategic partnerships 
with government and community 
agencies in our community. 

“On behalf of Manningham Council, 
I would like to pass on our sincere 
condolences to all who knew Doreen 
at this extremely difficult time.”

Cr Conlon said she would be 
remembered for her formidable 
leadership in strengthening our 
service systems and her important 
contribution to the Manningham 
community. 

Catch up with important news and events from across 
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte 
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

Doreen Stoves AM PSM JP pictured with Doncare’s Patron 
and 2015 Australian of the Year, Rosie Batty AO in 2016

Doreen Stoves AM PSM JP pictured with Ian Goldsmith 
and Geoff Roberts at Doncare’s 50th Anniversary 
National Volunteer Week Celebration in 2019

Doreen with her beloved staff and volunteers celebrating  
Doncare’s 50th Anniversary Celebration at the 2019 Mayoral Ball
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An Olympic 
celebration at WPS

Bringing out the 
artist in our students

By WARRANDYTE  
PRIMARY SCHOOL
THIS OLYMPIC YEAR, Warrandyte 
Primary School forged ahead with an 
Olympic Games Opening Ceremony 
lockdown style.

The Olympics are always something 
that primary schools celebrate with 
students as they learn about the history, 
traditions, sporting events and monitor 
the medal tally throughout the games.

Not wanting their students to miss out 
on the fun and significance of the 2021 
games during Victoria’s fifth lockdown, 
the staff at WPS created a virtual torch 
lighting ceremony for their students to 
participate in online.

WPS are fortunate to have a past 
Olympian in our parent community, 
Natalie Harvey, who competed in the 

1996 Olympics Games as well as the 
Sydney 2000 Games in Track and Field.

Ms Harvey was also invited to run 
with the torch for the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics and kindly lent the school 
her official Olympic torch which then 
was used by her son Jeremy to open the 
WPS Virtual Olympics.

Via a whole school WebEx, the 
students who are learning from home 
watched on as Jeremy delivered a 
speech on the history of the Olympic 
Games and then with the help of 
teacher, Rick Griffiths, lit the Olympic 
flame to declare the Warrandyte 
Primary School House Games officially 
open.

Teachers at WPS created a House Cup 
challenge for students to collect points 
by completing activities through the 
Opening Day.

Acting Principal, Nieta Manser, says 
teachers and students have pushed 
through this lockdown despite feeling 
fatigued.

“It was really nice for the staff and 
students to have a laugh and find a 
way to connect online and build our 
community spirit,” she says.

The students across Victoria have 
had to adjust, adapt and often come to 
terms with not being able to participate 
in the usual activities that they might 
ordinarily have taken for granted.

“Camps,  sw imming program, 
sporting events and even musical 
productions are all impacted by the 
pandemic and so wherever we can, 
WPS staff try to provide continuity 
in the school community and build 
morale.”

By WARRANDYTE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
IN VISUAL ARTS learning, Warrandyte 
Primary students explore art that delves 
into the culture and understandings of 
our world. 
This year, students have been creating 
art whilst exploring our country, 
Australia and so far they have created 
many stunning pieces artwork for our 
community to enjoy.

The main foyer and Warrandyte 
Pr imar y S chool  has  become a 
showcase for the brightly coloured 
works that students from every class 
level have made this year.  

Students have explored Australian 
oceans and beaches as well  as 
Australian fauna and flora as part of 
their weekly Art lessons. 

The pieces are created over a series 
of Art lessons and students learn the 
value of adding detail to their work 

each week and carefully planning their 
creations.

Visual Arts teacher, Eliza Campanero, 
has used Victorian artist Pete Cromer 
to inspire the children’s work.  

“We have been inspired by his bright, 
organic and joyful botanical and 
zoological art,” she says.  

“And students have created their own 
explosion of colourful work exploring 
techniques such as plaster and wire 
sculpture, painted paper collage and 
acrylic paint application.”

Acting Principal, Nieta Manser, says 
she is amazed at the quality of the work 
that the students produce.  

“The students are so proud of the 
work they do here and Eliza does a 
brilliant job of inspiring them and 
bringing out their artistic talents.” 
Their works are proudly displayed in 
the foyer for all to see. 
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Getting to know author 
Jackie French

You’ll learn it in a 
good book

Warrandyte High in the Northern Territory

By WARRANDYTE  
PRIMARY SCHOOL
THE WARRANDYTE Primary School 
community has invested wisely in their 
children’s education by supporting 
the school’s strategic direction of 
increasing the range of high-quality 
books available for their children in 
the classrooms.

Through generous parent donations, 
the school has been able to purchase 
close to 100 rich, literary texts that the 
students now have daily access to via 
their new Classroom Libraries.

Acting Principal, Nieta Manser 
says the books have not just been 
selected randomly but rather have 
been carefully chosen to ensure 
students will be able gain the most 
from them in their literacy lessons.

“Each book is considered to be high 
quality literature and will also be used 
as teaching tools for students during 
the daily literacy block.”

The type of texts you will now find in 
the classroom at Warrandyte Primary 
are known as mentor texts and will 
be used to teach both reading and 
writing.

Using mentor texts is not a new idea 
and research supports the use of these 
types of texts in schools.

In 2007, a study published by the 
Journal of Research in Childhood 
Education found that with younger 
students aged 7–11, the quality of 
writing improved when teachers 
taught with mentor texts.

“By finding and using excellent 

mentor texts as part of literacy 
instruction in the classroom or at 
home, you can help students progress 
by “stealing” from the best authors 
to learn to read and write,” says Ms 
Manser.

Teacher and Literacy Learning 
Specialist, Katie Penhalluriack, says 
the students are thoroughly enjoying 
having a voice in the texts they can 
read during literacy lessons.

“We use the new mentor texts to 
teach the skills and strategies through 
shared reading or a think aloud 
teaching strategies, and when it is 
time for students to practice that skill 
or strategy they can now choose from 
the wide range available to them.”

This year, mentor texts have become 
a strong feature of Warrandyte 
Primary’s Literacy Instructional 
Model and to support this, each text 
that was purchased has information 
for teachers as to which age group the 
book is suitable for and which of the 
strategies the books are most useful 
for when teaching.

The picture books available are in 
no way just confined to just the junior 
school.

“Many of the books purchased 
are picture books for older children 
that have strong messages from the 
author,” says Ms Penhalluriack.

“Texts like Ziba Came on a Boat are 
a sounding board for rich discussions 
around refugees and learning how by 
making connections to a text, so they 
can gain a greater understanding of 
the world around them.”

BY AMANDA CALLAWAY
ONE OF ANDERSON’S Creek Primary 
School’s (ACPS) favourite events in the 
year, is Book Week.

In the lead up to their Book Week 
celebrations, students have enjoyed 
meeting with popular Australian authors 
online.

The Department of Education has 
partnered with Young Australians Best 
Book Awards (YABBA) to deliver free 
virtual author visits every month of 2021.

During Remote Learning, students had 
the opportunity to log on for this unique 
experience with award winning author, 
Jackie French.

Ms French has written over 200 books 
reaching an audience ranging from 
kindergarten and primary school age 
children, through to secondary age 
students and adults.

“This was such a popular session that 
many students couldn’t even log on.

“It was at capacity before it even 
began,” said Grade 2 teacher, Ms Karen 
Sharland.

ACPS students were signing on to view 
from both home and school.

Children of essential workers attending 
onsite learning watched together with 
Grade 5 teacher, Ms Alysha Buzzini.

Ms Buzzini said: “It was fantastic to 
see students ranging from Foundation to 
Grade 6 enjoying Jackie French’s stories 
altogether”.

Younger students found it inspiring to 
hear strategies that a successful author 
uses in their own writing.

Literacy Leader, Ms Maria Healey 
said: “Jackie advised budding writers to 
plan the ending of their story first rather 
than last.

She does this and she believes it helps 
you keep on track and finish your work”.

Ms French also stressed the importance 
to think before you write.

“You need the ideas before you start 
writing, do the thinking first!

“Where’s the most interesting place 
you know? Use it as a setting for your 
story.

“Who’s the most interesting person? 
Use them as a character”.

Ms French’s tips help reinforce 
strategies already employed when 
teaching students to write, as Foundation 
teacher Anna Verga explains.

“Thinking of an idea and writing about 
things we know a lot about, are two 
strategies students are encouraged to 
use, when first learning to write”.

All Ms French’s books are based on real 
things, but she changes them.

Grade 3 student, Reilly said: “She gets 
her inspiration from things that happen 
around her house”.

After reflecting on the talk with Ms 
French, Reilly thought about topics he 
often writes about, and realised that 
writing about movies, games he plays 
in the yard and things that he likes to 
do, are also things that happen around 
his house.

Grade 4 student, Kai said: “She 
described what happened when a 
wombat came into her house and it 
was an inspiration to hear she used the 
wombats at her house as characters in 
her books”.

The photos shared and Ms French’s 
stories about her interactions with the 
local wombats were very engaging for 
the students.

Grade 5 student, Giacomo said, “This 
has been my favourite author talk and I 
really liked the wombats.

“The wombats scratching on the back 
door wanting carrots in The Diary of a 
Wombat book, that actually happens to 
Jackie in real life every day, at around 
4am.”

Giacomo also went on to say, “A 
wombat that lives at Jackie’s house 
had lots of other animals living in its 
big burrow during some bush fires to 
stay safe.

“Jackie has a fire proof bunker at her 
house and also a fireproof book bunker”.

Ms French shared a lot about her life 
in Araluen, NSW and about living in the 
country.

Grade 4 student, Harper said, “I 

thought it was pretty amazing that she 
built her own house —     she gets all of 
her power from solar panels and that was 
how she was able to power her computer 
to run her interview online”.

Ms French also talked about the need 
to “TASTE a book!” 

Ms Sharland summarised, “Not 
literally, but rather by looking at the 
cover, reading the blurb and skimming 
the pages to see if it’s something you 
want to read.

“Jackie spoke about the fact that we 
all love different books and that’s okay.

“We don’t have to love the same books 
as our teacher or our best friend”.

As many of us know, when you find a 
book you love, it can be difficult to put 
it down.

Ms French was explaining to the 
children watching, “When we are bored 
or frightened, we can escape and get 
lost in a book”.

It was motivational for young students 
to hear from a famous author, “If you find 
a good book that you love, you’ll never 
be bored again!”

At ACPS, we look forward to continuing 
to celebrate our students’ writing and 
hope there are some budding authors 
amongst us.

It is powerful experiences like getting 
to know Jackie French, that can inspire 
and motivate students to follow their 
dreams.

By ASHLEIGH DEGERING
DESPITE THE global pandemic 
and recurring lockdowns, recently 
a group of predominately Year 11 
students from Warrandyte High 
School experienced two weeks of 
magic in the Northern Territory.

Here are some diary extracts that 
capture the unforgettable experience 
our students recently enjoyed:

Day 1: We left Melbourne on a flight 
to the Northern Territory! Students 
learnt how to set up their tents and 
later in the evening we watched a film 
at the moonlit Deck Chair Cinema at 
Lee Point Caravan Park.

Day 2:  What a day! Litchfield 
National Park delivered for us amazing 
waterfalls and swimming holes!

Day 3 and 4: We visited Crocodylus 
Park  where  w e watche d s ome 
crocodiles be fed and we got to hold 
a baby crocodile!

Yesterday we left camp at 5:45am for 

a sunrise river cruise at Yellow Waters.
We saw a number of crocodiles, flora 

and fauna and watched the sun rise 
over the wetlands.

Day 5: We left Jabiru and made our 
way to Katherine.

This morning we enjoyed a cruise 
through Katherine Gorge exploring 
the waterways, changing landscape 
and Aboriginal art.

Day 6: We enjoyed our swim in the 
hot springs at Mataranka yesterday.

Today we visited the Devils Marbles 
on our way to Alice Springs

Day 7 and 8: Our two-days in Alice 
Springs were great!

We ventured to Simpsons Gap and 
had a group photo in the riverbed.

Last night we enjoyed a reptile show 
where we got to learn a lot about 
Australia’s replies –   we got to hold 
them too!

Onto King Canyon today! 
Day 11 and 12: We ventured to 

Uluru, completing the 10km base walk 
around the sacred rock, what a sight!

The sheer size of  the rock is 
something that can never be erased 
from someone’s memory.

We watched the spectacular sunset 
and admired Uluru as it changed from 
bright orange to crimson red and later 
to a deep brown.

You can find the full pictorial diary 
of this amazing experience our senior 
students enjoyed on the Warrandyte 
High School official Facebook Page.

Warrandyte High School offers 
this breathtaking Northern Territory 
experience each year to Year 11 
students.

Last year, due to COVID-19, this 
amazing adventure was not able to 
proceed.

As a result, some Year 12 students 
joined the Year 11 students and 
teachers who embarked on this 
indelible adventure!



See the difference, shop local
Eye Examinations Bulk Billed

Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9am–5.30pm, Sat 9am–1pm
Ph 9844 4422  warrandyte@eyeson.com.au

Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic
Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte

www.ivoryhearing.com.au

Is your life affected by hearing loss???

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

It’s time to see our caring audiologist & find out how
you can enjoy hearing your best again!
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Tax time: tips and traps

The cooling and greening of Melbourne

THIS MONTH’S COLUMN will be 
relevant for individuals preparing 
and lodging their own tax return or 
providing information to their tax 
agent to prepare and lodge their tax 
return.

The focus will be on claiming work 
related expenses and in particular 
expenses relating to work related 
clothing laundry expenses, and car 
expenses claims.

T h e  AT O  h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y 
identified that incorrect claims for 
work related expenses have been a 
major contributor to the tax gap for 
individuals that are wage or salary 
earners.

The tax gap is  the estimated 
difference between the tax actually 
collected and the tax that would 
have been collected if this group of 
taxpayers was fully compliant with 
the tax law.

The ATO’s latest estimate for this 
tax gap was $8.3 billion for the 2018 
income year.

As a consequence, the ATO has 
advised for the 2021 tax year that it will 
continue to expand its audit coverage 
of individual taxpayers (including 
the use of more sophisticated data 
matching techniques) to identify 

incorrect tax deductions claimed by 
individuals, especially work-related 
expense claims.

In order to claim work related 
expenses there are three requirements 
that must be satisfied:
• You must have incurred the 

expense yourself and not received 
reimbursement.

• You must have been incurred the 
expense in the course of earning 
assessable income and not include 
a portion that is of a private nature.

• You must have a record to prove 
the above.

Work-related car expenses
There are two methods for claiming 

car expenses, the first is the logbook 
method.

Logbook method
This method is more often used for 

cars that have a relatively high business 
use percentage, such as cars used by 
employee sales representatives, real 
estate agents and tradies.

You must keep a valid logbook, 
either digital or paper for at least a 12-
week continuous period, and follow 
the instructions carefully, making 
sure to record the odometer readings 
at the start and end of each trip and 
the odometer readings at the start and 
end of the period during the income 
year which the car was held by the 
individual.

From this record you will calculate 
the business use percentage and 
apply that to each of the deductible 
car expenses.

If you fall into the trap of not having 
a valid logbook that does not comply 
with the instructions you may miss 
out on a more significant deduction 
and have to rely upon the cents per 
kilometre method.

Cents per kilometre method
From the July 1, 2020 the rate is 72 

cents per kilometre up to a cap of 5,000 
kilometres.

Whilst you do not need written 
evidence you do need to be able 
to show how you worked out your 
business kilometres — such as 
producing diary records of work-
related trips.

This method may be preferred if your 
annual business usage is well under 
5,000km.

Do not fall into the trap of claiming 
exactly 5,000kms without proof of how 
you arrived at such a “magic” number, 
and do not use the same number 
of kilometres as you claimed in the 
previous year.

Do not claim travel from home to 
work and return unless you must carry 
heavy tools or equipment and have 
a suitable vehicle to accommodate 
such items.

If your pattern of work-related 
travel was impacted upon due to the 

COVID-19 lockdowns and you were 
working from home or unable to work, 
then your claim for work related travel 
should reflect this impact.

Work-related clothing expense 
claims

You may be able claim a deduction 
for the cost of buying, renting and 
repairing certain clothing such as 
uniforms and occupation specific or 
protective clothing.

Furthermore, you may also be able 
to claim for the cost of washing, 
drying and ironing or dry-cleaning 
deductible work-related clothing.

If the amount of your claim for 
laundry or dry cleaning is less than 
$150 you will not need to provide 
written evidence, but you can claim 
$1 per load for washing, drying and 
ironing if the load comprises only 
work-related clothing, or alternatively 
$0.50 per load if other laundry items 
are included.

Do not claim the same amount 
for work related clothing as in prior 
pre-COVID-19 years if you have 
been working from home, as the 
ATO will presume there has been no 
requirement to wear such clothing/
uniforms whilst working from home.

The ATO has advised that it will 
be targeting false work-related 
clothing and laundry expense claims 
after having identified that around 
six million individual taxpayers 

collectively claimed nearly $1.5 billion 
in such deductions for the 2018 
income year, so keep a record of your 
actual number of washes and don’t 
arbitrarily claim $150.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be used as professional 
advice and should not be used as 
such.
Some aspects of this topic can be 
quite complex, so if you are having 
difficulty preparing your own 
tax return you should consider 
consulting a registered tax agent, 
but do make sure you have 
adequate records to support your 
claims.
Brian Spurrell FCPA CTA 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd.  
0412 011 946.

WITH A PREDICTED population 
of 9 million people by 2056, 
Melbourne is expected to overtake 
Sydney as Australia’s largest city in 
about the next 5 years. 

As the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 
has stated, Melbourne’s growth, in 
combination with climate change, 
presents complex challenges to 
ensure the city becomes more 
sustainable as it grows.

Not the least of these challenges 
is to limit the urban heat island 
effect, which is likely to worsen 
as Melbourne’s climate becomes 
warmer and drier due to climate 
change. 

An urban heat island is an urban 
or metropolitan area that becomes 
warmer than surrounding rural 
areas due to a range of factors, 
such as the absorption of heat by 

structures, buildings, roads and other 
infrastructure and the generation of 
energy by vehicles and machinery.

While not a problem for semi-
rural Warrandyte with its extensive 
greenery, this effect poses a major 
problem for Melbourne overall as 
developers seek to maximise profits 
at the expense of green space, and 
more and more large houses are built 
on small blocks with little room for 
gardens or trees. 

Addressing this and other issues 
relating to climate change and 
sustainability requires careful 
planning. 

Previously (March 2021) I wrote 
about the importance of protecting 
Melbourne’s Green Wedges, the 
12 designated areas such as the 
Manningham Green Wedge that are 
outside the Urban Growth Boundary 
and subject to special planning 
controls.  

But what is the state government’s 
strategy for sustainable growth and 
climate action in the vast urban area 
within that boundary?

In its strategic plan for Melbourne 
covering the next 35 years, entitled 
Plan Melbourne 2017-2050, the 
government sets out 7 key desired 
outcomes for Melbourne in 2050.   

These include Outcome 6 which 
refers to Melbourne being “a 
sustainable and resilient city”, stating 
that Melbourne “will need to be a 
low-carbon city designed to cope 
with the effects of climate change”.  

In order to achieve those aims, 

Outcome 6 goes on to say that 
“Victoria will reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions to net zero emissions 
by 2050 while creating new jobs, 
driving innovation within new and 
traditional industries and reducing 
household energy bills. 

In addition, areas at risk from 
natural hazards will be identified and 
planned for.”

The plan refers to the directions 
and policies that will enable the 
outcomes to be achieved.

For Outcome 6, these cover a broad 
range of strategies including, for 
example:
• making buildings more energy-

efficient
• facilitating the uptake of 

renewable energy technologies
• reducing waste and improving 

resource recovery from recycling
• factoring climate change risks 

into infrastructure planning
• making Melbourne “greener, 

cooler and more liveable”
• improving Melbourne’s air 

quality
Actual implementation of Plan 

Melbourne 2017-2050 is the subject 
of a separate implementation plan 
detailing some 112 key actions.  

For example, one of the actions 
relating to Outcome 6 is action 
91, which concerns a “Whole-of-
government approach to cooling and 
greening Melbourne.” 

This involves the creation of “urban 
forests” throughout the metropolitan 

area and sets out a list of steps to 
enable the action to be achieved. 

The government’s strategic plan 
for Melbourne should be seen in 
the context of its broader agenda for 
Victoria as a state, such as its Climate 
Change Strategy released in May 
this year.  

This includes interim targets to 
reduce emissions by 28-33 per cent 

by 2025 and 45-50 per cent by 2030.
At  a  t ime when the federal 

government is heavily divided over 
climate action and cannot bring itself 
to commit to zero emissions by 2050, 
we can take some comfort from the 
Victorian government’s bold and 
ambitious plans aimed at achieving 
a sustainable future for Melbourne 
and Victoria as a whole.

By JEFF CRANSTON
WarrandyteCAN

green edge

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance
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Warrandyte trail explorer
MTB3113 Warrandyte Trail Explorer — 
Red Route — Gravel Grinding Eltham 
and North Warrandyte
Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club 
(MTB3113) members JOZICA KUTIN, 
NATALIE PAPEZ and KARINA 
VITIRITTI continue to the compile the 
best of Warrandyte MTB3113 trail rides 
in and around the Warrandyte area. 
This is the sixth ride in the series.
These trails, printed in the Warrandyte 
Diary, will eventually be turned into a 
book of local mountain biking trails.

Gravel Grind — 
Red Route 25.7km

Total distance: 25.7km
Elevation gain: 481m
Maximum elevation: 126m
Surfaces: Sealed and unsealed 

roads, fire roads, single tracks.
Rating: Intermediate to hard. 
This route has some road riding, and 

a few long-climb hills.
Facilities: At the trailhead you’ll 

find cafes, restaurants, pub, bakeries, 
toilets, BBQs and playgrounds. 

Enroute you’ll find toilets, picnic 
facilities, and BBQs. 

You could also divert to Montsalvat 
enroute. 

This ride takes you from Warrandyte 
to the start of the Main Yarra Trail, over 
the Yarra into Eltham. 

From there along quiet back roads 
of Eltham, into North Warrandyte and 
back over the Yarra to Warrandyte.

A perfect ride for a wet winter’s day.
The start of the ride is at the Whipstick 

Gully Gospel Chapel car park (the 
MTB3113 Trailhead).

0km: Map Point 1 
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark – MTB3113 Trailhead

Head out west, away from the shops, 
past the Warrandyte Dairy, along the 
river and cross the wooden bridge 
over Anderson’s Creek into Taroona 
Reserve. 

1km: Map Point 2 
Taroona Reserve 

Ride through the carpark, veering 
right onto the bitumen Everard Drive. 
Gentle climb with the Yarra River on its 
way to the city on your right. 

At  1 .7km you’ l l  come to  the 
intersection with Warrandyte State 
Park — Pound Bend and Pound Road. 

(At Pound Bend there are picnic 
tables, a toilet and a short walk to view 
the Pound Bend Tunnel.)

Here it’s a left hook turn onto Pound 
Road — gently rolling down with the 
steep hill ahead of you — but we’re 
avoiding that by taking the first right 
(this is Hutchinson Avenue — there’s 
no sign).

Keep climbing (it’s gentler than that 
first section of Pound Road) and at the 
T-intersection with Naughton Avenue 
turn left, then right onto Pound Road.

You could take the postie track along 
Pound Road or ride the bitumen all the 

way to Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road 
where you’ll see the bike path on your 
right — hop on.

3.1km: Map Point 3 
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road Bike 

Path
Zoom on down the bike path all the 

way to Warrandyte High School.

4.2km: Map Point 4 
Warrandyte High School

Don’t cross at the lights but stick to 
the same side of the road/path and 
cross Alexander Road and ahead you’ll 
see a gravel ‘service lane’ — make your 
way to that track avoiding the shoulder 
of the busy road (you’ll see a gravel 
covered pipe that you can cross over).

The gravel road then turns into a 
grassy slope along the house fence 
lines — quite wide — plenty of room 
for a bike path and no need to cut down 
any trees!

Ride through a bit of a muddy patch, 
passing the second fire hydrant on 
your left.

Take the high single track along the 
fence line, riding under the powerlines, 
to Beasley’s Nursery car park (fun steep 
dip to roll down at the end).

It is a clear worn track — why the 
‘missing link’ hasn’t been built here 
is beyond me.

5.0km: Map Point 5 
Beasley’s Nursery and Tea House
Here you’ll find coffee, toilets, 

a garden centre, playground and 
carpark.

Meander through the car park and 
the link to the Main Yarra Trail is 
behind the playground.

This first section is part of the Mullum 
Mullum Creek Linear Park.

As you ride along the first section of 
this trail you’ll notice the single tracks 
going off to your right.

These head into single tracks along 
Target Road and Tikalara Park.

At 5.7km you come to a picnic 
area, pergola, water tap, BBQ and 
picturesque pond.

There you can read about the story 
of Tikalara and Wurundjeri Willam.

Tikalara means ‘spirit of place’.
Once you hit gravel, you’re officially 

on the Main Yarra Trail.
At about 7.3km you’re at the junction 

with the collapsed ‘cow bridge’ – this is 
the link back to Tikalara Park – more on 
that when the cow bridge is repaired.

From here it says it’s 36.5km to the 
city and there’s also a water tap before 
the boardwalk.

Take the boardwalk on your left (or 
the single track before it also on your 
left).

At 7.9km you can turn left to Petty’s 
Orchard for coffee, toilets, pastries and 
organic fruit and vegetables.

At 9.1km, on your left is a fire road, 
the point at which you can access the 
single tracks of Hans Loop and The 
Dentist in Candlebark Park (but more 
on that next time).

9.6km: Map Point 6 
Diamond Creek Footbridge

On your right you’ll see a footbridge 
with black railings — cross the Yarra 
River here.

Now you’re on the Diamond Creek 
Trail at Eltham Lower Park (the path 
is bitumen now).

A t  1 0 . 5 k m  t h e r e ’s  a n o t h e r 
playground, toilets, BBQ and tap.

Follow the path around right and 
Main Road, Eltham is now on your 
left as you pass the Diamond Valley 
Miniature Railway on your right. 

Follow the path under Main Road, 
then take the first right to cross a 
footbridge over Diamond Creek, then 
at the end of the footbridge, hook back 
(right hair pin) onto the path going 
back under Main Road, and up to 
Antoinette Boulevard.

You might need to read that again 
— it was basically a safe way to cross 
under Main Road, over the creek and 
back under Main Road again to get 
back to the same side of Main Road 
from whence you came — if that makes 
sense.

11.2km: Map Point 7 
Antoinette Boulevard

Turn right onto Antoinette Blvd 
leaving noisy Main Road behind you.

Climbing up the boulevard, keep left 
and then climb up Rodda Parade, then 
right at Leonard Crescent which then 
veers left onto Lavender Park Road (at 
about 11.9km).

Lock you suspension, keep climbing, 
a d m i r i n g  t h e  e c l e c t i c  E l t h a m 
architecture.

Where Lavender Park Road crosses 
Hillcrest Avenue (12.5km) you could 
go left (170m) for coffee and a break 
at the Montsalvat Art Gallery and Café.

Keep going to the T-intersection — 
you’ll see some postie tracks on either 
side of Lavender Park Road.

12.8km: Map Point 8 
Ken Hughes Road

At the T-intersection with Ken 
Hughes Road, turn right and very 
shortly after the driveway of No. 42, 
(basically a dog’s leg) between what 
looks like two old farm fence posts, 
go left onto the narrow concrete path.

At that intersection you might have 
noticed a faded bike trail sign for the 
‘Circuit Trail’.

Take this narrow concrete path all 
the way to the end, passing between 
people’s backyards.

You’ll then pop out onto Culla Hill 
(a court).

Zoom down past some impressive 
mansions to Sweeneys Lane.

13.4km: Map Point 9 
Sweeneys Lane

Turn left, then take the next right 
about 300m up the road onto Yarra 
Braes Road (with another Circuit Trail 
sign on the corner).

Continue all the way to Reynolds 
Road.

14.6km: Map Point 10 
Reynolds Road – Parks Victoria 

Gate
Ignore the Parks gate ahead (but from 

here you can access tracks down to 
the Yarra) and turn left onto Reynolds 
Road (gravel).

Then turn the first right onto 
Laughing Waters Road — nice climb 
up this gravel road.

At the fork (about 15.9km) — veer 
right to stay on Laughing Waters Road.

It feels so remote out here – what a 
ride — roll on down and at 17.3km 
you’ll pass Caitlin’s Retreat and the 
Yarra River will be visible on your right.

Continue along and through the 
stone pillared farm gate (see picture) 
which is Laughing Waters Track with 
a nice steep climb (or two) back up to 
the ridgeline, to a high cyclone fence.

There are indeed a few long climbs 
on this ride.

17.8km: Map Point 11 
Overbank Road Fence

At the fence go right until you find 
the big opening in the fence — about 
a meter high.

The short bit of single track then 
pops you out onto the gravel Overbank 
Road.

At the junction (18km), go left onto 
Glynns Road (yes familiar North 
Warrandyte territory now).

As you climb to the crest of Glynns 
Road, you’ll be rewarded with stunning 
views of the Dandenongs on your right 
(you first saw them on the crest of 
Pound Road).

The old North Warrandyte Fire 
Station is on the left (18.7km).

Glynns Road ends at Research-
Warrandyte Road.

 18.9km: Map Point 12 
Research-Warrandyte Road

Your only option here is to ride on 
the road.

Cross carefully, and it’s a swift 
downhill, but don’t get carried away 
and carefully move across to the first 
right turning lane, and turn right at the 
bus stops (at 19km).

Here you are at the intersection of 
Weerona Way and The Boulevard, 
follow the sealed road to your left — 
this is The Boulevard.

At the fork with Valias Street, at 
19.3km, keep to the right and continue 
along The Boulevard which becomes a 
gravel road.

You might wonder, why ride The 
Boulevard when I could have zoomed 
down R-W Rd?

Well a. it’s a gravel ride and b. it’s 
beautiful.

The Boulevard brings you back to 
R-W Road, carefully cross straight 
ahead (a bit of a right/left dog’s leg) 
onto Stony Creek Road.

20.6km: Map Point 13 
Stony Creek Road

Stony Creek Road (becoming Floods 
Road at Chase Road) climbs all the 

way to Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 
Road.

 22.3km: Map Point 14 
Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 

Road
Now it’s all downhill back to town. 
Turn right onto the gravel service 

road (don’t cross KG Rd), then take the 
single track which pops out at times 
into the gutter — be mindful of the 
oncoming traffic at these points.

At 22.7km you’ll reach the highest 
elevation of this ride — 125m.

Keep following the single/postie 
track, at times it’s a bit scrappy and 
you’ll have to be careful as you need 
to ride the gutter at times.

At 23.8km you’re at Aton Street (if 
you have the legs, you could follow 
the route to Sugarloaf Reservoir from 
here).

Continue along the postie track, the 
sealed footpath, the gravel service road 
and finally the footpath to the mosaic, 
Queen of the Shire. 

Cross at the lights to ride along the 
wide downstream side of the bridge 
to the zebra crossing.

 24.7km: Map Point 15 
Warrandyte Bridge Zebra Crossing

Cross at the zebra crossing — always 
a fun game — and take the driveway to 
the carpark on your left to head back 
under bridge along the river path — or 
continue across the road to the local 
cafes.

(We actually headed off to coffee at 
the Riverview Café — where you’re 
guaranteed to get your coffee almost 
before you even sit down — this little 
detour added 300m to the ride).

As you dodge all the people, dogs, 
horses and random children along the 
river trail, head up the concrete path 
behind the Historical Society back to 
the trailhead.

 25.7km: Map Point 1 End 
Warrandyte MTB Trailhead

Hopefully you have made it back 
safely from the gravel grind with no 
gravel rash.
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By KIEREN PETRIK-BRUCE
PREPARATION IS WELL underway at 
the Warrandyte Cricket Club (WCC) 
for the upcoming season.

Despite the disruption and impacts 
last season due to Coronavirus, the 
Club heads into 2021/22 in great 
shape.

At the recent AGM, re-appointed 
President Bill Stubbs detailed how 
— despite COVID-19 — the club 
increased participation levels and 
community involvement last season.

For 2020/21, WCC had its highest 
ever number of members, teams, and 
sponsors.

“It’s a great reflection of how in 
uncertain times, that importance of 
sport and the sense of community is 
vital.”

He then went on to talk about how 
the club plans to build on this success 
and strengthen community bonds.

“WCC is committed to providing 
a safe and friendly environment 
where all members can join in and 
participate, regardless of age, gender, 
or ability”, said Stubbs.

WCC will provide participation from 
Junior Blast for the littlest cricketers 
(5–8 year-old), Juniors from Under 
10s to Under 18s, Junior Girls team, 

Women’s Social program, Senior 
teams, and Veterans teams including 
Over 40s, 50s, 60s and for the first time 
ever an Over 70s team.

The club also announced some key 
leadership roles for 2021/22.

Matt Whitbread has taken on the role 
of High Performance Coach and will 
be implementing focused coaching, 
directed towards the club’s best young 
cricketers.

Ben Taylor, a mainstay of the 1st XI 
for many years, has been appointed 
Firsts’ Captain.

He brings a wealth of experience 
and leadership ability to the role and 
says he is looking forward to having an 
impact on the playing group.

“It’s incredibly exciting for me to lead 
the team.

“With so much young talent, I can’t 
wait for the season to start, and to 
work with our younger players in 
helping them become great first eleven 
cricketers.”

Martin Rakuscek will again lead the 
WCC Junior Program supported by a 
great group of Team Coaches.

Michelle Heffernan will continue to 
lead the Girls and Women’s Program 
and build on the great success of last 
season.

Mick Spence will coordinate all the 
activity for the Veterans, keeping the 
spirit of cricket going regardless of age.

Pre-season training has commenced 
and w il l  r un through August/
September at Saxon Sport in Croydon 
( Juniors,  Girls,  and Women on 
Saturday afternoons at 2pm and 
Seniors on Sunday mornings at 10am)

Anyone interested in getting involved 
and joining the Warrandyte Cricket 
Club in any way, as a player, social 
member,  volunteer or sponsor, 
please make contact via the website:  
www.warrandytecc.com.

Cricket gets set for 2021/22 season

Netball takes the Premiership
By KIEREN PETRIK-BRUCE

WARRANDYTE Netball Club (WNC) 
has taken home two premierships 
in the Doncaster & Districts Netball 
Association Autumn Season.

The Autumn season, finishing in late 
June, saw WNC take home the U13 
Division 3 and U17 Division 2 titles.

In total seven teams made the finals, 
with four making it to the final game.

Both the Open teams finished runner 
up in the Open A and Open B divisions.

Congratulations to the players and 
the coaches for an incredible season.

U13 Div 3 

Warrandyte Frogs def Panther Stars 
5 – 4

U17 Div 2 

Warrandyte Kookaburras def 
Panther Constellations 11–6

Open A

Deep Creek Diamonds def Deep 
Creek Diamonds def Warrandyte 

Raptors 23–18

Open B

Deep Creek Jewels def Warrandyte 
Hawks 23–12

Netball after lockdown
Unfortunately, due to the lockdown 

the Autumn Presentation Night was 
cancelled and now junior presentation 
will likely be held with the Spring 
Season presentation at the end of 
November.

In better news, the recent easing 
of restrictions means that the Spring 
season could start, with matches 
commencing on Saturday, July 31.

Warrandyte have 14 teams across all 
the age groups competing.

Fingers crossed that they can continue 
to play amazing netball, and most 
importantly have fun while they do.

Highland Games set for spring fling
By SUSAN FOREMAN
FOR MORE THAN half a century 
the Ringwood Highland Games has 
brought a celebration of Scottish and 
Celtic culture to the Eastern Suburbs 
of Melbourne. 

Thousands of Melbournians, young 
and old, have laughed, cried and 
generally been entertained during 
glorious Melbourne Autumns since 
1965.

Significantly, the event is the only 
Metropolitan Highland games left 
in Victoria, which is why it is being 
rebadged as the Melbourne Highland 
Games & Celtic Festival.

O r g a n i s e r s ’  e f f o r t s  t o  k e e p 
Melbournians entertained will come 
to fruition later this year on Sunday 
October 3 at Eastfield Park Croydon 
when they are still planning to be able 
to safely stage the postponed 2021 
Games. 

President Wayne Makin said these 
will be the 56th Highland Games and 
the first to be performed in Victoria for 
almost two years 

“We are really looking forward to 
putting on a spectacular event for our 
Victorian community that has been 
so strong but doing it hard during the 
pandemic,” he said.

The last Games were in March 2019, 
and since then, with the support of 
Maroondah Council and the Victorian 
Government there have been two 
Virtual Highland Games in July 2020 
and February 2021. 

“We were the first Virtual Highland 
games in the world and both events 
were wonderfully successful events 
that provided important entertainment 
and support to a community facing 
unprecedented adversity. 

“Now, we are really looking forward 
to bringing you face to face with those 

magnificent pipers, dancers and 
athletes you haven’t seen for two years.

Wayne invites everyone to come and 
taste Scottish and Celtic delicacies, 
browse the Scottish and Celtic 
memorabilia, tap into your heritage 
and for the first time in Melbourne 
watch women competing in the Heavy 
Games.

He said kids will be able to once again 
pat Erica’s Hielan Coo and compete in 
the Mini Highland Games. 

“It will be a great day out.”
“It will be safe, it will be family 

friendly, and it will be an opportunity 
for us to come together and Celebrate 
life and diversity.”

For more information 
visit the event’s Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/
MelbourneHighlandGames.

Ben Taylor

Matt Whitbread
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Warrandyte Basketball’s Big V season

Race for the finals in a shortened season
By KEIREN PETREK-BRUCE
DESPITE YET ANOTHER lockdown, 
Warrandyte were able to play three 
rounds in July. 

Due to earlier rounds in the season 
being cancelled, and with two more 
postponed from the recent lockdown, 
the EFNL (Eastern Football & Netball 
League) have made the decision to 
have just four more rounds and not 
play every game originally fixtured. 

This means that some teams will have 
played more games than others. 

Therefore, the ladder positions will be 
determined by overall win percentage, 
i.e percentage of games won. 

Having had both bye rounds, 
Warrandyte will have therefore played 
less overall games than some clubs, 
but heading into the final four rounds 
of the season, all three teams are 
currently in top four spots. 

Seniors
The Seniors started the month with a 

hard-fought win away to Whitehorse. 
In Luke Shelton’s first senior game 

for the club, the Bloods battled freezing 
conditions, and a Whitehorse side that 
were prepared to throw bodies behind 
the ball. 

Coming away with a 38-point win 
and sitting 7–1 the Bloods turned their 
attention to facing Scoresby, the only 
side that had so far bested the Bloods, 
at home. 

With former stars of the Warrandyte 
Football Club watching on, the Bloods 
were able to even up the ledger, 
defeating the Magpies by 42 points. 

With strong performers all over the 
park and with another four goals for 
Ryan Phillips, the Bloods looked set to 
use this momentum in the back half of 
the season to set up a strong finals tilt. 

They say a week is a long time in 
footy, so after nearly three weeks out 
due to the lockdown, and with players 
itching to get back on the park, the 
seniors travelled to 2nd placed East 
Burwood looking to pick up where 
they had left off. 

In windy conditions, East Burwood 
got off to a flying start, kicking two 
goals in the first few minutes and only 
inaccuracy meant that the quarter time 
margin was less. 

In the second quarter the Ram 
booted fived unanswered goals and 
pushed the margin out to 38 points 
before a quintessential captains goals 
from Michael Cullum sparked a mini 
surge, the Bloods trailing by 18 at the 

half. 
Yet again East Burwood came out 

strong, but while the midfield fought 
hard in close, the Rams were able 
to spread and use the width of East 
Burwood Reserve better and opened 
up an unassailable lead at three 
quarter time. 

Not the performance the Seniors 
were hoping for, but with four rounds 
to go, the Bloods still sit top and a game 
clear with an 8-2 record. 

Round 12
Whitehorse Pioneers 4.8.32

 def  by  
Warrandyte 10.10.70

Goal Kickers: R. Phillips 3,  
M. Cullum 2, L. Shelton, L. Garrick, 
N. Brooking, L. Dunn, J. Meyers 
Best Players: J. Cullen-Hall,  
L. Shelton, T. Versteegen, J. Beasley, 
L. Buckley, L. Garrick

Round 13
Warrandyte 14.13.97

  def 
Scoresby 8.7.55

Goal Kickers: R. Phillips 4,  
N. Brooking 3, Q. Clark 2,  
N. Johnston 2, M. Cullum, C. Tout,  
M. Buckley 
Best Players: L. Durran, T. Hayton,  
J. Meyers, N. Johnston, M. Morris,  
N. Brooking

Round 16
East Burwood 14.11.95 

def
  Warrandyte 7.8.51

Goal Kickers: L. Shelton,  
N. Johnston, J. Powell, R. Phillips,  
M. Cullum, M. Buckley, C. Tout 
Best Players: L. Shelton, C. Tout,  
K. Thompson, L. Buckley, L. Garrick, 
M. Cullum

Reserves
Off the back of some second half 

fade-outs, the reserves were keen to 
put in a four-quarter performance to 
kick off July. 

Kicking it off at Springfield Park, the 
Bloods dismantled Whitehorse from 
start to finish. 

Registering eight scoring shots to 
one in the first quarter, linking up and 
running for each other all game, and 
keeping Whitehorse scoreless in the 
final term. 

A 91-point demolition that restored 
the confidence of the side heading 
into an important home match against 
Scoresby. 

The game started as a bit of an arm 

wrestle, both sides strong in the contest 
and it was Scoresby with their noses in 
front at the halftime break. 

Needing to dig deep, every player put 
in an amazing defensive performance 
in the third, keeping Scoresby scoreless 
and setting up a thrilling final term. 

With the game in the balance, both 
teams looked likely, but it was Luke 
Dunn with three last quarter goals, and 
five in total, who proved the difference 
as the Bloods recorded a 16-point 
victory heading into lockdown. 

Travelling to East Burwood Reserve 
to face the undefeated Rams, the 
Bloods started poorly, with East 
Burwood kicking 6.2 to nothing in the 
opening term. 

For the rest of the game, the contest 
was even, with great ball movement, 
a strong attack on the ball, and a 
willingness to run hard both ways 
evident. 

Sadly against the top teams, you 
cannot let them get the jump and 
that first quarter lapse proving the 
difference as the Bloods were defeated 
by 35 points. 

Plenty of positives to take from the 
game, and with four rounds to go the 
Reserves have a 6-4 record, meaning 
every game from now is like a final if 
they want to go all the way.

Round 12
Whitehorse Pioneers 3.4.22 

def  by  
Warrandyte 16.17.113

Goal Kickers: G. Hitchman 4,  
M. Wilson 2, B. Davies 2, T. Jaksic 2, 
D. Poole, M. Colborne-Veel,  
C. Huntly, N. Prelorenzo,  
B. Richardson, S. Ternes 
Best Players: C. Johnstone,  
H. Wilson, A. Dib, B. Richardson,  
B. Davies, B. Dickson

Round 13
Warrandyte 11.10.76 

def
  Scoresby 9.6.60

Goal Kickers: L. Dunn 5,  
G. Hitchman 3, J. Wilson,  
M. Colborne-Veel, A. Dib 
Best Players: J. Cleary, J. Wilson,  
L. Dunn, M. Colborne-Veel,  
L. Brewis, R. Paterson

Round 16
East Burwood 12.9.81

 def
  Warrandyte 7.4.46

Goal Kickers: H. Wilson 4, D. Poole, 
J. Appleby, J. Cleary 

Best Players: H. Wilson,  
B. Richardson, J. Cleary, S. Ternes,  
G. Hitchman, A. Dib

Under 19s
The U19s started July away at 

Whitehorse. 
Despite a very strong defensive 

performance, playing the second half 
with only 15 players was always going 
to be difficult. 

To just go down by three points 
showed a lot of spirit from the boys 
and this fight was taken with the team 
into the clash against Scoresby, where 
the Bloods had their first after only 
seconds of game time. 

With every game do-or-die for the 
U19s, a 78-point thrashing of Scoresby 
was just the tonic needed to keep the 
season alive. 

Coming out of the lockdown, sitting 
at 4-5 and travelling to Jubilee Park to 
take on finals contender Ringwood, the 
start was not what the Bloods would 
have wanted, with Ringwood scoring 
the first in a matter of seconds. 

However, getting the quick reply, and 
adding two more in the quarter with 
brilliant link up play from defense to 
attack set the game up for the Bloods. 

After that, the game was played on 
Warrandyte’s terms, with a strong four 
quarter performance meaning that the 
Bloods ran out 34-point winners. 

The win means with a 5-5 record, but 
a strong percentage thanks to some 
large wins means that while three 
teams share a 5-5 record, the Bloods 
are sitting in 4th heading into the last 
four games. 

U19s
Round 12

Whitehorse Pioneers 5.11.41
def

Warrandyte 6.2.38

Goal Kickers: S. Birkett 2,  
K. Appleby 2, L. Appleby, D. O’Toole 
Best Players: T. Kontos, K. Appleby, 
A. Humphris, O. Bell, L. Pollock,  
B. Vermeulen Brown

Round 13
Warrandyte 16.13.109

def
 Scoresby 4.7.31

Goal Kickers: D. O’Toole 6,  
K. Appleby 3, A. Humphris 3,  
L. Haberfield, L. Pollock, L. Appleby, 
M. Green 
Best Players: T. Kontos, K. Appleby, 
F. Swedosh, D. O’Toole,  
A. Humphris, L. Appleby

Round 16 
Ringwood 6.6.42  

def
Warrandyte 11.10.76

Goal Kickers: K. Appleby 4,  
A. Humphris 3, L. Appleby 2,  
L. Haberfield, D. O’Toole 
Best Players: K. Appleby, J. Tetlow,  
A. Humphris, B. Vermeulen Brown,  
B. Munks, C. Martin

By BRIONY WYLDE
WARRANDYTE Basketball’s Senior 
Venom players are fighting their way 
through what can only be described 
as a frustrating and difficult Big V 
season.

Coming out of the second lockdown 
and interrupting the competition 
again, it has been very hard for teams 
to gather momentum this season but 
that hasn’t stopped the four teams 
from giving it their best shot as they 
head towards the finals series.

Sitting at the top of the table, the 
Warrandyte Venom Youth League 
Women’s team are the red hot 
favourites to take out the 2021 Youth 
League Women’s Division One 
Championship.

The Senior Women’s and Men’s 
Venom Division One teams are also 
fighting hard to feature in this year’s 
final series.

Currently, the Senior Women are 
sitting 5th on ladder and the Senior 
Men sit in 7th.

With five games left to play in the 

home and away season, both teams 
need to win all five games to cement 
their place in the finals.

The Venom Youth League Men’s 
team have battled obstacles all season 
long but head coach, Adrian Perry 
has found the positives coming out 
of this season.

“The Youth League men’s team 
have had an up and down season, 
with some very solid performances 
but just falling short in some very 
winnable games.

“With eight out of the eleven players 

being first year Youth League players, 
consistency of performance has been 
the main hurdle for the team.

“We have moments in games where 
we just lose focus and intensity for 
four or five minutes and fall too far 
back to be able to get wins on the 
board.

“So far this season we have won two 
games from 17, with five games to go 
against teams from the bottom half 
of the ladder.

“So, we are looking to finish the 
season strongly with five ver y 

winnable games if we play 40 minutes 
of basketball.

“There are some real pleasing 
aspects of the season with all players 
really developing strongly and all are 
starting to play and understand what 
they need to do to become solid men’s 
players,” he said.

To keep up to date with how 
the Senior Venom teams fare for 
the remainder of the season, visit 
warrandytebasketball.com.au or the 
Warrandyte Basketball Facebook 
page.
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