
AUGUST 2021 Warrandyte Diary 25

Warrandyte trail explorer
MTB3113 Warrandyte Trail Explorer — 
Red Route — Gravel Grinding Eltham 
and North Warrandyte
Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club 
(MTB3113) members JOZICA KUTIN, 
NATALIE PAPEZ and KARINA 
VITIRITTI continue to the compile the 
best of Warrandyte MTB3113 trail rides 
in and around the Warrandyte area. 
This is the sixth ride in the series.
These trails, printed in the Warrandyte 
Diary, will eventually be turned into a 
book of local mountain biking trails.

Gravel Grind — 
Red Route 25.7km

Total distance: 25.7km
Elevation gain: 481m
Maximum elevation: 126m
Surfaces: Sealed and unsealed 

roads, !re roads, single tracks.
Rating: Intermediate to hard. 
"is route has some road riding, and 

a few long-climb hills.
Facilities: At the trailhead you’ll 

!nd cafes, restaurants, pub, bakeries, 
toilets, BBQs and playgrounds. 

Enroute you’ll find toilets, picnic 
facilities, and BBQs. 

You could also divert to Montsalvat 
enroute. 

"is ride takes you from Warrandyte 
to the start of the Main Yarra Trail, over 
the Yarra into Eltham. 

From there along quiet back roads 
of Eltham, into North Warrandyte and 
back over the Yarra to Warrandyte.

A perfect ride for a wet winter’s day.
"e start of the ride is at the Whipstick 

Gully Gospel Chapel car park (the 
MTB3113 Trailhead).

0km: Map Point 1 
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark – MTB3113 Trailhead

Head out west, away from the shops, 
past the Warrandyte Dairy, along the 
river and cross the wooden bridge 
over Anderson’s Creek into Taroona 
Reserve. 

1km: Map Point 2 
Taroona Reserve 

Ride through the carpark, veering 
right onto the bitumen Everard Drive. 
Gentle climb with the Yarra River on its 
way to the city on your right. 

At  1 .7km you’ l l  come to  the 
intersection with Warrandyte State 
Park — Pound Bend and Pound Road. 

(At Pound Bend there are picnic 
tables, a toilet and a short walk to view 
the Pound Bend Tunnel.)

Here it’s a left hook turn onto Pound 
Road — gently rolling down with the 
steep hill ahead of you — but we’re 
avoiding that by taking the !rst right 
(this is Hutchinson Avenue — there’s 
no sign).

Keep climbing (it’s gentler than that 
!rst section of Pound Road) and at the 
T-intersection with Naughton Avenue 
turn left, then right onto Pound Road.

You could take the postie track along 
Pound Road or ride the bitumen all the 

way to Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road 
where you’ll see the bike path on your 
right — hop on.

3.1km: Map Point 3 
Warrandyte-Heidelberg Road Bike 

Path
Zoom on down the bike path all the 

way to Warrandyte High School.

4.2km: Map Point 4 
Warrandyte High School

Don’t cross at the lights but stick to 
the same side of the road/path and 
cross Alexander Road and ahead you’ll 
see a gravel ‘service lane’ — make your 
way to that track avoiding the shoulder 
of the busy road (you’ll see a gravel 
covered pipe that you can cross over).

The gravel road then turns into a 
grassy slope along the house fence 
lines — quite wide — plenty of room 
for a bike path and no need to cut down 
any trees!

Ride through a bit of a muddy patch, 
passing the second fire hydrant on 
your left.

Take the high single track along the 
fence line, riding under the powerlines, 
to Beasley’s Nursery car park (fun steep 
dip to roll down at the end).

It is a clear worn track — why the 
‘missing link’ hasn’t been built here 
is beyond me.

5.0km: Map Point 5 
Beasley’s Nursery and Tea House
Here you’ll find coffee, toilets, 

a garden centre, playground and 
carpark.

Meander through the car park and 
the link to the Main Yarra Trail is 
behind the playground.

"is !rst section is part of the Mullum 
Mullum Creek Linear Park.

As you ride along the !rst section of 
this trail you’ll notice the single tracks 
going o# to your right.

"ese head into single tracks along 
Target Road and Tikalara Park.

At 5.7km you come to a picnic 
area, pergola, water tap, BBQ and 
picturesque pond.

"ere you can read about the story 
of Tikalara and Wurundjeri Willam.

Tikalara means ‘spirit of place’.
Once you hit gravel, you’re o$cially 

on the Main Yarra Trail.
At about 7.3km you’re at the junction 

with the collapsed ‘cow bridge’ – this is 
the link back to Tikalara Park – more on 
that when the cow bridge is repaired.

From here it says it’s 36.5km to the 
city and there’s also a water tap before 
the boardwalk.

Take the boardwalk on your left (or 
the single track before it also on your 
left).

At 7.9km you can turn left to Petty’s 
Orchard for co#ee, toilets, pastries and 
organic fruit and vegetables.

At 9.1km, on your left is a !re road, 
the point at which you can access the 
single tracks of Hans Loop and "e 
Dentist in Candlebark Park (but more 
on that next time).

9.6km: Map Point 6 
Diamond Creek Footbridge

On your right you’ll see a footbridge 
with black railings — cross the Yarra 
River here.

Now you’re on the Diamond Creek 
Trail at Eltham Lower Park (the path 
is bitumen now).

A t  1 0 . 5 k m  t h e r e ’s  a n o t h e r 
playground, toilets, BBQ and tap.

Follow the path around right and 
Main Road, Eltham is now on your 
left as you pass the Diamond Valley 
Miniature Railway on your right. 

Follow the path under Main Road, 
then take the first right to cross a 
footbridge over Diamond Creek, then 
at the end of the footbridge, hook back 
(right hair pin) onto the path going 
back under Main Road, and up to 
Antoinette Boulevard.

You might need to read that again 
— it was basically a safe way to cross 
under Main Road, over the creek and 
back under Main Road again to get 
back to the same side of Main Road 
from whence you came — if that makes 
sense.

11.2km: Map Point 7 
Antoinette Boulevard

Turn right onto Antoinette Blvd 
leaving noisy Main Road behind you.

Climbing up the boulevard, keep left 
and then climb up Rodda Parade, then 
right at Leonard Crescent which then 
veers left onto Lavender Park Road (at 
about 11.9km).

Lock you suspension, keep climbing, 
a d m i r i n g  t h e  e c l e c t i c  E l t h a m 
architecture.

Where Lavender Park Road crosses 
Hillcrest Avenue (12.5km) you could 
go left (170m) for co#ee and a break 
at the Montsalvat Art Gallery and Café.

Keep going to the T-intersection — 
you’ll see some postie tracks on either 
side of Lavender Park Road.

12.8km: Map Point 8 
Ken Hughes Road

At the T-intersection with Ken 
Hughes Road, turn right and very 
shortly after the driveway of No. 42, 
(basically a dog’s leg) between what 
looks like two old farm fence posts, 
go left onto the narrow concrete path.

At that intersection you might have 
noticed a faded bike trail sign for the 
‘Circuit Trail’.

Take this narrow concrete path all 
the way to the end, passing between 
people’s backyards.

You’ll then pop out onto Culla Hill 
(a court).

Zoom down past some impressive 
mansions to Sweeneys Lane.

13.4km: Map Point 9 
Sweeneys Lane

Turn left, then take the next right 
about 300m up the road onto Yarra 
Braes Road (with another Circuit Trail 
sign on the corner).

Continue all the way to Reynolds 
Road.

14.6km: Map Point 10 
Reynolds Road – Parks Victoria 

Gate
Ignore the Parks gate ahead (but from 

here you can access tracks down to 
the Yarra) and turn left onto Reynolds 
Road (gravel).

Then turn the first right onto 
Laughing Waters Road — nice climb 
up this gravel road.

At the fork (about 15.9km) — veer 
right to stay on Laughing Waters Road.

It feels so remote out here – what a 
ride — roll on down and at 17.3km 
you’ll pass Caitlin’s Retreat and the 
Yarra River will be visible on your right.

Continue along and through the 
stone pillared farm gate (see picture) 
which is Laughing Waters Track with 
a nice steep climb (or two) back up to 
the ridgeline, to a high cyclone fence.

"ere are indeed a few long climbs 
on this ride.

17.8km: Map Point 11 
Overbank Road Fence

At the fence go right until you !nd 
the big opening in the fence — about 
a meter high.

The short bit of single track then 
pops you out onto the gravel Overbank 
Road.

At the junction (18km), go left onto 
Glynns Road (yes familiar North 
Warrandyte territory now).

As you climb to the crest of Glynns 
Road, you’ll be rewarded with stunning 
views of the Dandenongs on your right 
(you first saw them on the crest of 
Pound Road).

The old North Warrandyte Fire 
Station is on the left (18.7km).

Glynns Road ends at Research-
Warrandyte Road.

 18.9km: Map Point 12 
Research-Warrandyte Road

Your only option here is to ride on 
the road.

Cross carefully, and it’s a swift 
downhill, but don’t get carried away 
and carefully move across to the !rst 
right turning lane, and turn right at the 
bus stops (at 19km).

Here you are at the intersection of 
Weerona Way and The Boulevard, 
follow the sealed road to your left — 
this is "e Boulevard.

At the fork with Valias Street, at 
19.3km, keep to the right and continue 
along "e Boulevard which becomes a 
gravel road.

You might wonder, why ride The 
Boulevard when I could have zoomed 
down R-W Rd?

Well a. it’s a gravel ride and b. it’s 
beautiful.

The Boulevard brings you back to 
R-W Road, carefully cross straight 
ahead (a bit of a right/left dog’s leg) 
onto Stony Creek Road.

20.6km: Map Point 13 
Stony Creek Road

Stony Creek Road (becoming Floods 
Road at Chase Road) climbs all the 

way to Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 
Road.

 22.3km: Map Point 14 
Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 

Road
Now it’s all downhill back to town. 
Turn right onto the gravel service 

road (don’t cross KG Rd), then take the 
single track which pops out at times 
into the gutter — be mindful of the 
oncoming tra$c at these points.

At 22.7km you’ll reach the highest 
elevation of this ride — 125m.

Keep following the single/postie 
track, at times it’s a bit scrappy and 
you’ll have to be careful as you need 
to ride the gutter at times.

At 23.8km you’re at Aton Street (if 
you have the legs, you could follow 
the route to Sugarloaf Reservoir from 
here).

Continue along the postie track, the 
sealed footpath, the gravel service road 
and !nally the footpath to the mosaic, 
Queen of the Shire. 

Cross at the lights to ride along the 
wide downstream side of the bridge 
to the zebra crossing.

 24.7km: Map Point 15 
Warrandyte Bridge Zebra Crossing

Cross at the zebra crossing — always 
a fun game — and take the driveway to 
the carpark on your left to head back 
under bridge along the river path — or 
continue across the road to the local 
cafes.

(We actually headed o# to co#ee at 
the Riverview Café — where you’re 
guaranteed to get your co#ee almost 
before you even sit down — this little 
detour added 300m to the ride).

As you dodge all the people, dogs, 
horses and random children along the 
river trail, head up the concrete path 
behind the Historical Society back to 
the trailhead.

 25.7km: Map Point 1 End 
Warrandyte MTB Trailhead

Hopefully you have made it back 
safely from the gravel grind with no 
gravel rash.
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