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Play suspended
As Melbourne surpasses a total of 200 days in lockdown since the pandemic began in 2020, we once again find 
ourselves in a familiar place. Curfews, 5km bubbles, and restrictions to schools, businesses and public playspaces 
are once again seeing us all doing it tough. But Victoria is doing better than New South Wales, with Manningham 
and Nillumnbik relatively exposure site free — despite how dark the days may feel, there is much to look  forward 
to as we plan for life after lockdown.
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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. It guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial 
status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias 
towards the people, environment and character of the place it serves. 
The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Research, Eltham, 
Donvale, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
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Karolina Larbey

Wanderlust

Artscape

Pandemic of complacency
BY JAMES POYNER
VICTORIA IS in hard lockdown as the state battles to get 
ahead of the highly infectious Delta strain.
Existing restrictions have been expanded across the state 
and permitted worker scheme, which was originally 
implemented in August 2020, has been reinstated, the 9pm 
crufew has also been reintroduced for Melbourne.
The current restrictions build on what was implemented 
on August 5, 2021, and are currently due to expire on 
September 2 at 11:59pm.
For three weeks, locals have been living with work-from-
home arrangements, the 5km bubble and two-hours of 
exercise per day.
As of 11:59pm on August 16, these restrictions were 
expanded to further limit movement and the risk of 
community infection.
In addition to the 9pm–5am curfew and the need for 
“authorised” workers to carry a permit, exercise was 
adjusted to a maximum of two people — plus dependents 
— even if you are in the same household, and public 
skateparks, playgrounds, exercise equipment and 
basketball hoops are closed.
Victoria’s Chief Health Officer, Brett Sutton said the new 
measures were needed to gain control of the outbreak 
and come on the back of several events that flouted the 
restrictions, which Professor Sutton hopes will not become 
super-spreader events.
“At the moment we have a steady number of cases who are 
out in the community each day, and an increasing number 
of mystery cases, and we need to get ahead of that.
“These new measures will help us limit movement, so we 
can catch up and shut down this outbreak,” he said.
Professor Sutton has also made recommendations that 
masks be worn by all primary school aged children.
The government acknowledged the sense of lockdown 
fatigue that has set in but stressed these measures were 
needed to make our communities “CovidSafe” once again.

“These restrictions are hard work for every Victorian,” said 
State Premier, Daniel Andrews.
“Everyone wants this pandemic to be over, but the rules are 
in place for a reason — we know they work and if we follow 
them together, we’ll be able to lift them sooner.”
Although the list of exposure sites currently exceeds 500 
across metropolitan Melbourne and there are more than 
273 active cases in this current outbreak, residents of 
Manningham and Nillumbik are doing their part, with 
both municipalities relatively free of exposure sites, with 
one Tier 2 exposure site in East Doncaster recently added.

VCE Changes
All examinations, onsite school-based assessments and 
the General Assessment Test (GAT) will be conducted with 
extra health precautions.
And the Consideration of Educational Disadvantage will 
apply to every student completing one or more VCE or 
scored VCE VET Unit 3-4 subject in 2021.
Consistent with 2020, the process will consider the 
individual impact of Coronavirus, such as school closures, 
students’ health impact, remote learning and mental health 
challenges, and will use data like the GAT, other assessment 
and school comparisons to calculate final VCE results

Getting tested and vaccinated
The message from government is to get tested if you have 
even the mildest of symptoms:

• fever
• chills or sweats
• cough
• sore throat
• shortness of breath
• runny nose
• loss or change in sense of smell or taste

Visit the State Government’s Coronavirus website for 
the most up to date information on testing locations  
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/where-get-tested-covid-19
People aged 18 and above are now eligible for vaccination 
with nearby vaccination centres located in Ringwood East 
and Heidelberg Heights and it is highly recommended to 
book in advance as most centres are not taking walk-ins 
for under-60s. 
As of August 31, anyone 16–39 will be eligible for Pfizer 
vaccine.
For more information about the coronavirus vaccination 
and where you can get it, visit:
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine.

Reaching out
Lockdown is tough, if you are feeling overwhelmed and 
need help please reach out, either to a friend or through a 
peer support network, an employee assistance program, 
your GP, counsellor or one or of the many services available 
to listen and to help.
Emergency assistance  000  24 hours/7 days 
NURSE-ON-CALL  1300 60 60 24 24 hours/7 days
Beyondblue   1300 224 636  24 hours/7 days
Lifeline   13 11 14  24 hours/7 days
SANE   1800 187 263 10am–10pm M-F
Kids HelpLine  1800 55 1800 24 hours/7days
Mensline  1300 78 99 78 24 hours/7 days
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A butterfly flaps its wings
BY MONTMORENCY COMMUNITY GROUP, 
MONTMORENCY TRAIN STATION GROUP, 
FRIENDS OF BANYULE, MONTMORENCY 
BIODIVERSITY GROUP, FRIENDS OF 
MONTMORENCY BUSHLANDS 

in response to Derailed by the butterfly effect,  
(WD Bulletin, July 2021)

MANY IN MONTMORENCY welcomed the announcement 
of the Hurstbridge Line Duplication (HLD) project at the 
2018 election.
In 2019, when the project was confirmed to start in 2021, 
the Montmorency community was promised an “upgrade” 
to our small, unmanned station following a community 
consultation period.
No information on planned design or footprint was given 
to the community during the consultation period from late 
2019 until October 2020.
Montmorency locals were aware of investigative works 
taking place throughout 2019 and 2020, including 
environmental assessments as mandated by the Banyule 
Council Planning Scheme for any works in a declared 
Vegetation Protection Overlay 1 (VPO1) where native 
species are protected.
In January 2020, feedback was sought for Amendment 
GC155 to the Banyule Planning Scheme.
This was then superseded by clause 52.03 Level Crossing 
Removal Project of the Victorian Planning Scheme, passed 
in late January 2020.
Clause 52.03 gives the Level Crossing Removal Project 
(LXPR) wide-ranging scope to bypass all local planning 
schemes in order to facilitate any project undertaken by 
LXRP.
Only minimal consultation with councils or communities 
is required, and all reports and assessments can be carried 
out only “to the satisfaction of the Minister for Planning”, 
with no other checks and balances for compliance or 
responsibility.
The Environmental Management Framework (EMF) 
required by Clause 52.03 was not made available to the 
public, despite repeated requests directly to LXRP, until 
late June 2021 via Banyule Council.
The released EMF, dated March 29, 2021, is Revision 2 of 
the EMF.
We have been unable to obtain previous versions of this 
document to date.
The current EMF version does mention the discovery of 
the Eltham Copper Butterfly (ECB) in January 2021 and the 
actions taken to ensure the protection of its habitat since 
confirmation of its presence.
Environmentalists in Montmorency and beyond were 
extremely thankful to the local resident who recognised 
the endangered butterfly and reported its sighting to 
the Federal Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999.
As WD Bulletin’s July article comprehensively related, the 
conditions for a colony of ECB to thrive are very particular 

and require a three-way symbiotic relationship between 
a native bush, Bursaria Spinosa, a specific species of ant, 
Notoncus genus, and the ECB.
We take issue however with Sonja Terpstra’s claims that 
the ECB “before this year, was not previously known to 
be in Montmorency” and “has never before been seen in 
Montmorency”.
According to a report Butterfly changes in a peri-urban 
landscape published in Austral Entomology, the colony 
was first detected in 1977, on a property on Looker Road.

“The Montmorency site was monitored for over 10 years 
(from 1977 to 1988) but was subsequently reduced in 
extent by housing development in 1985, and then the 
colony subsequently collapsed sometime during the late 
1990s-early 2000s.”

According to a letter from the Hon. Jacinta Allan dated July 
12, 2021:

“Since 2017, the Level Crossing Removal Project (LXRP) has 
been conducting detailed ecological assessments to make 
sure the project would not threaten the ECB and its habitat.”

Yet these same ecological assessors failed to find any 
evidence of the presence of the ECB in an area where at 
least two of the three required species are present and 
would have been for a while, and close to where the ECB 
was recorded and monitored until the early 2000s.
The area around the rail cutting, currently fenced as an 
Environment Protection No-Go Zone, is also well-known 
to be a very significant example of pre-occupation remnant 
bushland where native species thrive.
It is not a stretch to assume that ecological assessments, 
carried out over almost four years, should have been 
actively looking for the ECB since it is part of the list of 
seven protected species potentially found in the project 
area as per the EMF.
Environmental and community groups are rightly worried 
that this fairly cavalier attitude to protecting areas of 
significant vegetation and wildlife is carrying through to 
other areas of the project.
This worry is borne out by the experience of members of 
the Banyule Sugar Glider Project and the Montmorency 
Community Group, who have been trying to work with 
LXRP to secure assurances that the Montmorency sugar 
glider colony would be shielded from impacts of the 
construction works as much as possible.
The Banyule Sugar Glider Project was awarded a $64,000 
grant in 2019 as part of this State Government’s Pick My 
Project, a participatory budgeting community grants 
initiative carried out in 2018.
This same State Government’s LXRP has now destroyed a 
large part of the sugar gliders’ habitat in Montmorency and 
Greensborough.
The hard work of community volunteers, who nurtured 
and secured a thriving colony of over 70 sugar gliders in 
the area, was wiped out when LXRP removed most of the 
mature canopy trees found along the rail corridor between 
the Plenty River and the Diamond Creek, mostly for site 
access, car parks and a project whose scope is sorely lacking 
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in foresight and benefits.
This rail corridor is also in a VPO1 zone and is recognised 
by local environmentalists and community groups as a 
thriving wildlife corridor supporting many native species 
of our precious and declining fauna.
LXRP’s consultation process with community groups 
has been tokenistic at best, and manipulated to fit their 
narrative at worst.
Many community members are feeling dejected and 
betrayed, having been used as pawns by the government’s 
spinning machine, to pay lip service to sham consultation 
processes.
As quoted in Derailed by the butterfly effect, LXPR 
downgraded its delivery expectations in light of the ECB 
habitat protection with peak services “on average every 
seven minutes from Greensborough, every 10 minutes 
from Montmorency and Eltham, and every 20 minutes from 
Diamond Creek, Wattle Glen and Hurstbridge, and will be 
delivered by the end of 2022”.
Montmorency is bearing the brunt of the environmental 
impacts of the project, yet it appears that there is no 
integrated plan to improve services and amenities along 
the Hurstbridge line as part of this $530m project, nor any 
political will to ensure a lasting legacy for the communities 
along the train line.
The revised design has deleted 950m of duplicated tracks 
and a brand-new bridge at Mountain View Road, yet we are 
told there have been no significant savings and that the extra 
services can now be achieved through signalling works.
Calculations, based on the current PTV timetable, have 
found that the current morning peak services already meet 
the promised average of trains every seven minutes from 
Greensborough, 10 minutes from Eltham and 20 minutes 
from Hurstbridge.
Afternoon service peaks would require eight additional 
services to Greensborough, six to Eltham, and two to 
Hurstbridge to deliver the promised benefits.
LXRP has confirmed that only two additional services in the 
morning peak will be delivered at the end of 2022.
Once again, we question the extent of the construction 
impacts on the environment and the community for only 
two additional services in the morning and no change to 
afternoon services.

Many communities around Melbourne are seeing 
their precious green environment devastated and 
irreversibly changed for the worse, for the benefit of major 
infrastructure projects that are being imposed on them with 
no meaningful consultation, and with no regard for local 
planning and environmental safeguards.
Locals are being disempowered and silenced by large 
government agencies dedicated to spinning and selling 
major works on behalf of a state government without an 
integrated transport plan.
This is devastating for our local environment and far-
reaching across our city.

Information session
LXRP had planned to host some information sessions to 
outline the changes to the project following the discovery 
of the Eltham Copper Butterfly (ECB) in Montmorency.
In a statement from Member of Eltham, Vicki Ward, it was 
announced that the current lockdown has made it clear 
that face-to-face sessions will not be able to  be run. 
“I have asked LXRP to host an online information 
session regarding the changes to the project, to replace 
the sessions scheduled for last month,” she said.

An online information session will now be held at 
4pm on Friday, August 27. 

To register, please visit: 
hurstbridge-line-duplication.eventbrite.com.au
Community representatives are calling on greater 
consultation on landscaping, colour scheme, and 
artwork of the Montmorency station upgrade, to allow 
the community to take ownership of the project.
Local activist Cécile Ménard said “Monty and 
its surrounding area is teeming with passionate 
environmentalists, artists and community-minded people 
who would love to put their mark on the heart of their 
village for the better”. 
She urged the local member to call on LXRP to “revisit 
their token Landscaping Working Group, Stakeholder 
Liaison Group and 2021 Consultation Report (conducted 
when the community had no information on the design) 
and turn them into forces for good — there is still time.”

Before After

Images supplied
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MAYORAL REPORT

CR ANDREW CONLON CR PETER PERKINS
ONCE AGAIN, we find ourselves 
facing challenging times.
During this continued time of 
uncertainty, remember to be kind to each other, look out 
for one another and reach out if you need support.
The Olympic Games were a welcome distraction recently 
and I hope you all enjoyed following along — I know I 
certainly did.
After such a big build-up to the Tokyo 2020 Games it’s been 
fantastic watching our athletes perform so well.
We were on the edge of our seats watching Donvale 
resident Brendon Smith win bronze in the final of the 400m 
Individual Medley.
I’m sure many of you were joining me in supporting 
Brendon from afar.
We look forward to continuing to follow the Paralympics 
as it starts this week.
Lina Lei from Templestowe will be competing in the table 
tennis so we send her our support and best wishes.
As the weather gets warmer, I encourage you to make the 
most of your exercise time — it’s amazing what some fresh 
air can do to boost your mood.
We have so many fantastic parks and trails to explore in 
Manningham, so why not use this as a chance to discover 
a new favourite.
Our next Council meeting will be held on August 24, 2021 
and will be live-streamed on our website and Facebook 
page — I encourage you to take a look.
At this meeting we will consider the adoption of our strategic 
plan for the next four years, the Council Plan 2021–2025.
Staying connected is important and we want to improve the 
way we communicate with you.
We invite you to complete our short survey to help guide 
our future communications. 
Understanding your preferences will help us shape how 
we communicate with you and ensure you receive the 
information you need at the right time and via your 
preferred format.
To complete the survey, scan the QR code or visit 
manningham.vic.gov.au/communicating-with-you.
If you’d prefer to fill out a hard copy of the survey, call us 
on 9840 9333.
Our Community Partnership Grant program is offering up 
to $50,000 a year, up to four years, to help not-for-profit 
groups and organisations deliver services and initiatives 
that strengthen our community.
The program is designed to support organisations 
achieve long term community and 
cultural development outcomes and 
applications are now open.
Visit  manningham.v ic.g ov.au/
community-partnership-grants for 
more information and to apply.
—All my very best.

OUR COMMUNITY is again being 
tested as we go through another 
lockdown.
But we are a resilient bunch that comes together in times of 
crisis, and there have been some incredible acts of kindness 
recently.
It’s been disappointing to see the postponement of so many 
of the events we look forward to at this time of year and I hope 
we can get together as soon as it is safe to do so.
I’d like to encourage everyone to get vaccinated as soon as 
they can.
Our small businesses are continuing to struggle and it’s 
more important than ever to support our Shop in our Shire 
campaign.
Visit our @VisitNillumbik Facebook page to find out more 
about our local businesses and there are also some great 
prizes to win.
We’ve received funding for three COVID Business Support 
Officers to support the work of Council’s Economic 
Development and Tourism unit.
These officers are engaging with community venues and local 
businesses about COVIDSafe practices, providing guidance 
and information about how to operate safely and compliantly 
as well as how to access grants and other support tools.
We’re asking our community to have its say on a number of 
different projects at the moment.
There are only a few days left to comment on our draft 
Community Vision – Nillumbik 2040, Council Plan, Nillumbik 
Health and Wellbeing Plan and Financial Plan.
Submissions close at 11.59pm, Thursday, August 26 at 
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/our-future and I really hope 
as many people as possible have their say on these “big four” 
long-term documents for our Shire.
Our draft Domestic Animal Management Plan will be available 
for public comment shortly, as well as the opportunity to help 
develop our vision for the future of planning in Nillumbik as 
part of the new Municipal Planning Strategy.
Go to participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au for information.
Spring is around the corner, bringing with it a much-needed 
air of optimism.
We’re pleased to team up again with Manningham and 
Banyule Councils to present the annual Spring Outdoors 
program through to November.
There’s a great range of activities planned from a platypus walk 
and talk along the Diamond Creek to gardening workshops 
and a nature treasure hunt for the kids.
In-person events will of course be determined by the current 
COVID-19 restrictions but there will be many online events 
to enjoy and activities to do in your own backyard or 
neighbourhood.
See the calendar of events at:
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/spring-outdoors.
It’s been a long winter, and I’m sure we’re all looking forward 
to some brighter days ahead.
—Stay safe everyone.
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Fitness centres get climate-healthy
TWO NEW solar systems at the Eltham Leisure Centre and 
Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre are now up and 
running, adding to Nillumbik Shire’s action on climate 
change.
Drivers of electric vehicles will also benefit, with six public 
charging stations installed at the two centres as part of the 
project, which will be free to use for the next 12 months.
The new systems build on the highly successful solar and 
battery project installed at the Community Bank Stadium 
in Diamond Creek in 2019.
The $540,000, 267kW rooftop solar system at the Eltham 
Leisure Centre is the largest renewable energy generation 
system in the Shire.
A statement from Council said it anticipates the project will 
offset up to 20 per cent of the centre’s annual grid-sourced 
electricity each year on average and will also power four 
electric vehicle charging outlets in the leisure centre car 
park.
The system includes battery back-up for uninterrupted 
power to the reception area, toilets and change rooms 
during outages.
The project has been jointly funded by Council and the 
Victorian Government’s Growing Suburbs Fund.
A $240,000 151kW rooftop solar system and twin electric 
vehicle charging stations have been installed at the Diamond 
Valley Sports and Fitness Centre in Greensborough, which 
is currently undergoing a $16.5 million redevelopment.

Mayor Peter Perkins said the solar projects were a way for 
Council to take meaningful action on climate.
“This is an important way to ensure our facilities reduce 
their reliance on grid electricity and are sustainable in the 
long-term,” Cr Perkins said.
“Community feedback for the development of our new 
Climate Action Plan strongly supports Council cutting its 
emissions to net zero by 2030 or sooner.”
Liam O’Brien, Nillumbik Leisure Manager for Aligned 
Leisure, which manages Council’s five leisure centres, 
welcomed the exciting addition of the new solar PV systems.
“As these facilities are the largest consumers of power in 
the Shire, it is crucial that we move to renewable energy 
systems to reduce our carbon footprint.
“We are also excited for our patrons to enjoy the benefits 
included in the project,” Mr O’Brien said.

Image supplied
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The lungs of Melbourne

BY DON MACRAE
A SIDE EFFECT of the pandemic is that the highest levels of 
government have no energy for other important issues — one 
of which is protection of our Green Wedge.
Half a century ago it took serious political will to establish 
Melbourne’s green wedges, but since then real intent has been 
replaced by a value-free bureaucratic approach.
Planning scheme loopholes have outstripped effective 
maintenance, resulting in the continual incremental losses 
of irreplaceable assets.
But Melbourne Water’s proposed sell-off of 1,300 hectares of 
Nillumbik Green Wedge at Christmas Hills is no incremental 
threat — it’s a full-frontal attack disguised as business as usual.
The Diary has previously reported on the Nillumbik Council’s 
opposition to the plan, but the plan is still in the works, and 
unfortunately the works are defective.
This land was acquired by the former Melbourne Metropolitan 
Board of Works (MMBW) to provide for a water storage dam 
in a program which began before the green wedges were 
legislated.
But in 2012 the reservoir plan was dropped, so the land is no 
longer required by Melbourne Water, the MMBW’s successor 
in relation to our water supply.
The serendipitous result of this original plan was that a large 
swathe of the Nillumbik green wedge has been insulated from 
development pressures.
Melbourne Water proposes to undo 50 years of protection 
with one blow, based on an inadequate justifying principle.
Its proposal is to subdivide the land into as many house-lots 
as will fit, subject to the minimum subdivision size associated 
with the zoning of the surrounding land.
This will make the most short-term cash, but the long-term 
cost is the irreversible transformation of rural land into 
something quasi-residential.
Melbourne Water’s plan, which is very thorough, splits the 
target land into six “Precincts”.
To get an appreciation of the nature of the proposal, consider 
a half kilometre stretch of Clintons Road, a country lane which 
splits Precinct 2.
The proposal would divide the 43 hectares to the west into 
five house lots, with the potential for a driveway every 100 
metres — where today there is just one.
To the east of the road the offence is compounded, with 46 
hectares of grazing land is to be split into six parcels, each 
providing defensible space for a house.
Not only are we squeezing in the maximum number of houses, 
we are doing so at the expense of agriculture.
Agriculture is a vital aspect of the green wedges, but it is 
under continual economic pressure due to the high land 
values caused by urban development pressures, and other 
economic factors.
Agriculture needs dedicated support from government, but 
this proposal undermines it.

The minimum subdivision sizes associated with green wedge 
zones were never intended to define permissible residential 
density, they are merely a lower limit to be considered with 
other important decision guidelines in assessing proposals 
to subdivide.
What Melbourne Water has missed, is any consideration 
of the essential basis of the green wedge: conservation and 
rural character.
For each residential lot proposed, Melbourne Water has 
helpfully identified the location of a cleared, defensible space.
What it has not calculated is the loss of habitat, biodiversity 
or indeed agricultural potential.
The Victorian Planning Provisions do require that rural 
character be respected, but because rural character is not 
associated with a number, the narrow approach of Melbourne 
Water misses it entirely, fixating instead on minimum lot sizes.
The proposal is headed for consideration by the Government 
Land Standing Advisory Committee.
This committee will conduct hearings, and no doubt 
submitters will be diverse, including community groups and 
— I expect — Nillumbik Council. 
Not included in the submitters will be any State Government 
body with a particular responsibility for the green wedges — 
because there is no such thing.
One might expect that somewhere under either the Planning 
or Environment Ministers would be a body devoted to 
ensuring the continuing health of what Sir Rupert Hamer 
referred to as “the lungs of Melbourne”, but the evidence is 
clear: it is missing.
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) should be doing the job, but it is falling short.
Currently a group within this huge department is conducting 
a review, Planning for Melbourne’s Green Wedges and 
Agricultural Land.
Based on the material published so far, the review’s underlying 
strategies is to allow green wedge land to accommodate urban 
development pressures, while failing to address known issues, 
such as the dumping of fill from urban development, or the 
use of the “in-conjunction-with-agriculture” test as a pretext 
to justify urban uses in the green wedges.
No joy there: only frustration.
This point is underlined by the one piece of good news in 
Melbourne Water’s Christmas Hills proposal: the entirety of 
the proposed Precinct 3, some 280 hectares, is to remain in 
Government ownership and be added to the Warrandyte-
Kinglake Nature Reserve.
But this was not a Melbourne Water initiative.
It follows a 1991 recommendation from a body that achieved 
significant results for the environment in Victoria due to 
something apparently missing in Victoria at present: the 
commitment of senior politicians.
That body was the Land Conservation Council, no longer in 
existence.
There is a clear and urgent need for an independent, well-
resourced commissioner for Melbourne’s green wedges.
Addressing the true best use of this Melbourne Water land 
could be their first task.

OPINION

or a development opportunity?
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Recognising our Local Heroes
BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
A LITTLE bit of kindness can make the world of difference 
— and now, it is our time to give back to those making a 
positive change in our community.
The Westfield Local Heroes program recognises and 
promotes community role models, whose work has created 
positive benefits in our communities.
Each year, each Westfield centre awards three $10,000 
grants to these deserving organisations and individuals.
Westfield Doncaster Centre Manager, Charlie Rimmer said, 
the Westfield Local Heroes Program, which is now in its 
fourth year, has been an instrument for change and support 
for deserving organisations.
“It’s with great pleasure that we announce our six 2021 
finalists and call upon the community to vote and help 
us determine our three Westfield Local Heroes grant 
recipients,” he said.
Westfield Doncaster’s finalists are, Chris Varney (I CAN 
Network), David Treloar (Nexus Young Veterans Program), 
Kellie Ann Wishart (MCC CareNet), Lucy Thomas (PROJECT 
ROCKIT), Michelle Power (Lighthouse Foundation) and 
Shelly Lynde (Children’s Tumour Foundation). 
The Bulletin caught up with two of the six incredible 
finalists, Michelle Power and Chris Varney.

Michelle Power

Michelle Power was inspired to volunteer her time with the 
Lighthouse Foundation after opening her home and her 
arms to a young homeless woman, Chloe.
“During the start of COVID I became aware of a young girl 
who was in a violent domestic relationship, her backstory 
was so horrific — I told my daughter, we need to help this 
girl.
“She was born to drug addicted parents and had been pretty 
much self-sufficient since she was 12 years old, and had 
given birth to a baby when she was 13.
“She lived on the streets for I couldn’t even tell you how 
long,” says Michelle.
Determined to help Chloe get back on her feet, Michelle 
reached out to numerous charities aiding young women 

in difficult situations.
“She got handballed from charity to charity, because it was 
COVID at the time, she was getting no help.
“I told my husband ‘whichever damn organisation steps up 
and helps Chloe, I’m going to volunteer my time for them’, 
and that organisation turned out to be Lighthouse,” she says.
Lighthouse Foundation provides homes and therapeutic 
care to children and young people affected by long-term 
neglect, abuse and homelessness.
The organisations create a safe and nurturing environment 
for young people to heal and thrive.
“We regard ourselves as like an aunty to the girls in the 
home, we’re always there for them and we never bail on 
them.
“Once they’re in Lighthouse they’re a Lighthouse person 
for life, so if they fall over and need help again, Lighthouse 
will always be there for them,” Michelle told WD Bulletin.

Chris Varney

Chris Varney is a firm believer that your diagnosis is not 
your detriment.
Inspired by his own life experiences living with autism, 
Chris wanted to show autistic youth that the unique way 
they experience the world can be their greatest asset.
Founded by Chris in 2013, with the help of friends Penny 
Robinson and James Ong, the I CAN Network is Australia’s 
largest provider of Autistic-led group mentoring programs, 
training and consultancy in schools and online.
Aiming to empower and create a safe environment for 
autistic youth, the I CAN Network has mentored more than 
1,500 autistic kids, teenagers and young adults in the past 
year alone.
“I am proudly autistic, through my teenage years I 
experienced a lot of shame about being autistic and I 
wished I had role models at the time who I could relate to, 
and who showed me that when you’re autistic, it’s a life of 
achieving unique things.
“My message is always someone’s autism can be their 
greatest advantage – when you’re autistic, you’re blessed 
with strengths in focus, memory and different perception.
“The label autism isn’t a reason to say I can’t, it’s a reason 
to say I can,” Chris told WD Bulletin.

Images supplied



bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au11© Warrandyte Diary 2021

During these testing times, we can all do a bit of good by recognising and celebrating the efforts of those who strive to 
make our communities a more positive and inclusive space. Voting for the Westfield Local Heroes program closes on 
Monday, August 30. To read the stories of all the finalists and cast your vote, visit: www.westfield.com.au/local-heroes

Celebrating community
NOMINATIONS ARE open for 
Manningham Civic Awards.  
Ma n n i n g h a m  May o r  C r 
Andrew Conlon said following 
its cancellation in 2020 due 
to COVID-19, the Awards are 
back for 2021.

“The Awards recognise residents who’ve made 
exceptional contributions to our community through 
volunteer, paid and unpaid work, in particular during 
the past year with the pandemic,” he said.
Nominations for the Civic Awards cover five categories, 
including:

• Citizen of the Year
• Young Citizen of the Year
• Volunteer of the Year
• Sports Achiever of the Year
• Community Achievement Award

The Awards recognises those who have shown leadership, 
inspiration or dedication to a cause and contributed to 
the wellbeing of our community.
“Over the last 12 months, we saw how our communities 
banded together, helping each other during restrictions 

and beyond,” Cr Conlon said.
“Every day, many people volunteer in our local sporting 
clubs, community groups and other programs, making 
a significant difference to the lives of our community.
“It highlighted just how important connected 
communities are and how dedicated our local volunteers 
are to Manningham.
“This is our chance to say thank you and to celebrate 
their contribution”.
In 2019, member of the Chinese Senior Citizens Club, 
Hardy Shum, won the coveted Citizen of the Year award.
“When I was nominated, I was so overwhelmed,” he said. 
“One of my greatest experiences as Citizen of the Year 
was showing my community that if you work hard for 
your community, you can achieve great things.”
All applications received for the 2020 Awards will 
automatically be included in this year’s nominations.
Nominations will close on Wednesday, September 
15, and subject to COVID-19 restrictions, winners will 
be announced at an Award Night Gala Ceremony on 
Wednesday, October 20.
For more information and to nominate, visit:
 manningham.vic.gov.au/civic-awards

David Treloar
David is helping veterans stay 
healthy and safe through his 
work with the Nexus Young 
Veterans Program.
David served in the Australian 
Defence Forces for 20 years 
b e f o r e  b e i n g  m e d i c a l l y 
discharged with Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD). 
He is now dedicated to assisting 

other young veterans, he uses his military experience to 
reach out in a way that doesn’t overwhelm other veterans. 

Shelly Lynde
S h e l l y  Ly n d e  u s e d  h e r 
f o r m i d a b l e  p o w e r s  o f 
persuasion to secure Federal 
Government funding for 
t h e  C h i l d r e n ’s  Tu m o u r 
Fou n d at i o n  t o  i n c re a s e 
support for children living 
with neurofibromatosis (NF). 
T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  r u n s 

specialised clinics to help manage the genetic condition, 
which causes non-cancerous tumours to grow on nerves 
— it also funds research.

Kellie Ann Wishart
Social worker Kellie Ann 
Wishart leapt into action to 
meet the growing demand 
for food relief sparked by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and 
more than 100 local families 
are better off as a result. 
Kellie is the founder of a small 
church-based community 

pantry, MCC CareNet.  The pandemic inspired her to 
work with other charities to create The Food Collective 
Project to expand food relief across the wider community.

Lucy Thomas
Lucy Thomas stepped up to 
challenge bullying in schools 
and online, co-founding 
social enterprise PROJECT 
ROCKIT when she was fresh 
out of high school. 
Her social enterprise is now 
a national movement, with 
over 500,000 young people 
sharing their vision of a world 

where kindness and respect thrive. 



Check out our FB to see what we are about.

(fully qualified for immediate start)

If this is you, please contact us 
— employment@h2pro.com.au

H2PRO ARE HIRING
we need   
maintenance plumbers

24/7 EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR

12© Warrandyte Diary 2021 bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au12

Chooks away!
BY SANDI MILLER
ELTHAM ARTIST, Joan Denison is at it again with her Iso 
Chooks featuring in their own exhibition.
Joan’s Iso Chooks initially popped up across Nillumbik, and 
beyond, as a response to COVID lockdown.
“I started painting Iso Chooks so long ago to cheer the 
Eltham community in the first lockdown,” she said.
She said the chooks began as a distraction for the people in 
her street, and soon grew to her painting thousands of the 
cheerful chooks, featuring at Heidelberg Hospital and even 
being given to new Australians at Nillumbik Citizenship 
Ceremonies.
She said she has loved seeing all the Iso Chooks in local 
gardens, and hearing about their travels.
“They have bought so much fun and joy.”
She has now taken her chooks to the Earthbound Bolton 
Cafe where they adorn the walls in an exhibition, Naughty 
Iso Chooks in Lockdown.
“It’s a funny look at the Iso Chooks — a very different look 
at their ups and downs,” she said.
The latest lockdown has meant the cafe, and therefore the 
exhibition, is closed to visitors, but Joan has started sharing 
selected pieces on social media.
However, she wants to assure those keen to get to the 
exhibition that her naughty chooks will be waiting when 
lockdown ends at Earthbound Bolton Cafe, Bolton Street, 
Eltham.
All the pieces are for sale, with a donation from every sale 
going to Help For Wildlife.

Images courtesy Joan Denison

Zoom meeting Iso ChooksGandma got busy making masks
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Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.

Eltham Art Show gathers pace
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
ELTHAM ART Show organisers made a presentation to the 
Nillumbik Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (ACAC) 
at its August meeting.
Brenda Ibels, Director Eltham Art Show from the Rotary 
Club of Eltham said the commitment she got from the ACAC 
for this project “is extremely strong and positive”.
She said it was a fabulous feeling to hear the comments 
of support from the councillors and associated members.
“The development process becomes more exciting every 
day,” she said.
Brenda said her team is busy working on strategic planning, 
artists support and communication, infrastructure 
arrangements, publicity avenues, “…with more groups, 
more artists, exhibitions to view and tales to be heard”.
“By researching the history of this area, it has become 
obvious to me that its colour and vibrancy is born out in the 
early paintings, thus progressing through to the magnificent 
presentations of today.” She said part of the Arts and Culture 
of the Nillumbik Shire was established back in 1903 with 
the Withers family who bought a property on the corner of 
Bolton and Brougham Street in Eltham.
Walter Withers was only one of many well-known 
established artists who were pioneers of the arts and 
cultural community network of Nillumbik.
Brenda said there are plans for history and stories to be 
featured on the event website, and they want to hear from 
the community with memories of the area’s art history. 
“A huge amount of information is being gathered for 
uploading and, while there are considerable writings 
available, I am sure you have a story which we would love 
to hear about,” she said. 
Submissions can be made to rce.artists@gmail.com.
“Photos in high res are always welcome.”
The organisers are working towards a launch of the website 
in early September
Meanwhile, she says the Logo competition was a huge 
success. 
“Many thanks to those artists who cumulatively sent in 30 
entries,” Brenda told WD Bulletin.

The winner was Jacquie Hacansson from Red Door Studio 
with her entry of entwined gum leaves adorned with pen 
and brush, depicting our area Artists creativity and natural 
flora.
Jacquie won a $300 gift voucher from Victorian Artists 
Supplies.
With final touches being put to the website organisers are 
also calling out for sponsors.
“Those who wish to be a part of the inaugural exhibition be 
it for the OnLine Gallery and/or the Physical Exhibition in 
September 2022 — let’s chat about a sponsorship package,” 
she said.
She said offers of assistance with any aspect of the event 
are always welcome.
Artists should also get ready with submissions for the virtual 
exhibition, which will be launching soon.
“Prepare a portfolio, a personal photo and works which 
you would like to upload to the Investment Gallery for sale 
when it becomes ready,” she said.
Thank you for your interest, thank you for your support.

Photo supplied

Jacquie Hacansson (left)
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Calling all wordsmiths
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
ENTRIES ARE now open for Nillumbik Prize 
for Contemporary Writing.
Now is the time to start writing those 
unwritten short stories and poems.
Nillumbik Council has announced that 
entries for the 2022 Nillumbik Prize for 
Contemporary Writing (NPCW) are now 
open, and on top of the glory of winning 
the prestigious award, there are $18,000 
available in prizes.
The NPCW is awarded every two years 
and builds on the Shire’s strong tradition 
of supporting contemporary Australian 
writing.
In 2022 prizes will be awarded for:

• Best short stories – open, local and 
youth categories

• Best poems – open, local and youth categories

In addition, there’ll also be a Mayor’s Award.
The prestigious Alan Marshall Short Story Award will be 
awarded to the open winner in the short story category.
The Alan Marshall Short Story Award has been an important 
fixture on the Australian literary calendar since 1985 and 
celebrates one of the giants of the local literary scene.
And speaking of prestigious, the judges for this year’s 
awards have also been announced with some high calibre 
names on the judging panel.

Judges

Alan Marshall Short Story Prize
Tim Richards
Tim Richards is a Melbourne-based writer, script consultant 
and screenwriting teacher.
He is the author of three story collections.
His latest book is Approximate Life: The Prince and Other 
Stories.
Bec Kavanagh
Bec Kavanagh is a Melbourne-based writer and academic.
She has written fiction and non-fiction for a number of 

publications including Westerly, Meanjin, 
Review of Australian Fiction and the Shuffle 
anthology.

Nillumbik Prize Contemporary Writing 
– Poetry

Cassandra Atherton
Cassandra Atherton is an international 
expert on the prose poetry form and an 
award-winning prose poet.
Cassandra has authored and edited over 
30 critical and creative books and has been 
invited to edit 12 special editions of leading 
refereed journals.
Tony Birch
Tony Birch is the author of three novels: 
the bestselling The White Girl; Ghost River, 
which won the Victorian Premier’s Literary 

Award for Indigenous Writing; and Blood, which was 
shortlisted for the Miles Franklin Award.
In 2021, Tony will publish two new books; a poetry 
collection Whisper Songs, and a new book of short stories 
Dark As Last Night.

 17th year
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said the Australian 
renowned and highly regarded prize is now into its 17th 
year.
“This prestigious award showcases excellence in 
contemporary writing and celebrates Nillumbik’s culturally 
rich artistic community.
“Council is proudly a strong supporter of all art forms, 
support that is especially important as we continue 
to mitigate the far-reaching effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Cr Perkins said.
The best writing in local, open, youth and poetry categories 
from the Nillumbik Prize will be published in an anthology 
and celebrated at a special event next year.
Entries close Sunday, November 7, 2021.
For more information and to enter visit  
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/NPCW

Courtesy Nillumbik Council

Alan Marshall by Marcus Skipper
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Living by Murrangurk’s Law

MURRANGURK was the tribal name given to William 
Buckley, the convict who escaped in 1803 and spent the 
next 32 years living with the Kulin people in the Port Phillip 
Bay area.
Buckley had a profound but little appreciated impact on the 
ultimate survival of Aboriginal people in Central Victoria.
After escaping at Sorrento, Buckley walked around the bay, 
and near Geelong found a spear at a fresh grave, which he 
used to catch fish.
He was approached and asked if he was the owner of the 
spear, Murrangurk, come back to life.
Luckily Buckley just grunted and nodded.
They took him to their camp and the Elders of course knew 
he was one of the white men they had heard about.
They appointed a couple of tutors and in less than two 
months Buckley was fluent in Wathurong.
Ultimately, he became fluent in at least six Aboriginal 
languages, even though he was illiterate in English.
Buckley had served in the Napoleonic Wars and began 
telling them many stories about the weapons of destruction 
and the uncompromising attitude of white people.
He was escorted to camps all over the Kulin Federation to 
tell his stories and effectively had the title of “Headman for 
Education on Whitefellahs”.
Buckley told them if they ever saw a person with a white 
face like his, never kill them, because if even one white man 
was killed, they would “hunt down all your mob and shoot 
you like kangaroos”.
The Kulin therefore passed Murrangurk’s Law forbidding 
anyone in the five Kulin tribes from killing a white man.
It is most interesting to see how this law played out in 
practice locally.
The first settler in what is now Manningham was Major 
Charles Newman, who claimed land at the junction of 
Mullum Creek and the Yarra in 1837.
From the first, he fired with deadly intent at any native who 
dared to cross “his” land.
Despite this severe provocation the Kulin did not seek 
deadly payback.
Instead, they conducted an economic guerrilla war against 
the Major and settlers like him, destroying their fences, 
setting fire to their paddocks and driving off their stock.
In 1840, my great-grandfather, John Chivers arrived in the 
colony and was hired by Major Newman to fell trees.
Unlike the Major, John established friendly relations with 
the local people, often trading butter, sugar or tea for game.
John learnt the Woiwurung language and as far as I am 
aware was one of only two settlers to do so.
The other was Jimmy Dawson who had also settled at 
Warrandyte in 1840.
One of the many stories passed down by my family is that 

when it was greying dawn one morning, John was lighting 
the fire to cook breakfast.
As he was doing so, a troop of painted-up natives he knew, 
were passing by.
John asked the warriors what was going on and if they 
wanted to share breakfast with him.
They responded that they first had to go and kill the Major, 
but would come back for breakfast when they had done so.
Apparently, the Major had shot and killed one of them the 
previous day while they were in the process of burning his 
paddocks to drive off his stock.
The troop continued on the 400 metres or so to the Major’s 
turf-block hut, but the Major’s wife, Catherine, had also 
risen early to light the fire.
She saw the troop of natives approaching and realising their 
intent and roused the Major.
It was too late to start shooting from the narrow slit windows 
of his hut, so Catherine got the Major to hide up the large 
chimney.
The warriors entered the hut and were of course not 
interested in exacting any payback on Catherine.
She had never fired on them as the Major often did.
She had never killed anyone, only the Major had.
So their planned payback was directed solely at him.
Catherine assured the men that the Major had gone to 
Melbourne and wouldn’t be back for a couple of days.
Not necessarily disbelieving her, they searched the one-
room hut, but couldn’t find him and left to share a hearty 
breakfast and pot of tea with John.
After the warriors had left, the Major emerged from the 
chimney with his whiskers and clothes singed by the heat 
of the fire.
It was an amazing feat not to have coughed from the 
smoke and given himself away, but then again, his life had 
depended on it.
Having been told this story many times as a child, I always 
wondered why the tribesmen didn’t return the next day to 
finish the job.
It was only decades later when I learned about Murrangurk’s 
Law, that it all finally all made sense to me.

ABOUT JIM

Jim Poulter is a local history author.
His articles are freely available by googling Reconciliation 
Manningham or visiting their Facebook page.

Birrarung

BY JIM POULTER

William Buckley by Samuel Calvert, 1869

Courtesy State Library of Victoria
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Local Students honoured in VCE Awards
A CATHOLIC LADIES’ College student has been recognised 
alongside the state’s best performing VCE students in the 
Premier’s VCE Awards.
2020 graduate, Evangeline Hurrel was recognised with an 
award in Biology.
Member for Eltham, Vicki Ward MP today congratulated 
Evangeline Hurrel on their outstanding achievement. 
“Evangeline’s  success is a credit to not only their hard work 
and abilities, but also to the support of family, friends and 
our school community.”  
Evangeline said 2020 was a COVID-year that truly 
challenged her persistence and resilience in the face of 
set backs.
“In the end, I am so grateful to have faced these 
unprecedented challenges, as they made the end result so 
much more rewarding.”
Evangeline is looking forward to studying biology at 
university and to explore the subject in more depth. 
“I would also like to thank my family for their endless 
support throughout my VCE years and for teaching me the 
importance of self-assurance and setting goals,” Evangeline 
said.
A total of 297 Victorian students received 323 awards across 
90 subjects, including 297 Study Awards, 23 Top All-Round 
VCE High Achiever Awards and three Top International 
Student Awards.
A further 14 from the North Eastern Metropolitan region 
were recognised:

• Emma Pisani from Templestowe College was 
recognised with an award in Legal Studies. 

• Aisha Timlin from Templestowe College was 
recognised with an award in Sociology. 

• Tabassom Mohammadian and Seyedehparmida 

Najibi from the Victorian School of Languages were 
recognised with awards in Persian. 

• Mia Carroll from Luther College was recognised with 
an award in Food Studies. 

• Kiara Smith from Luther College was recognised with 
an award in Health & Human Development. 

• Aditya Gandhi, Benjamin Kyval and Eric Liu from 
Yarra Valley Grammar School were recognised with 
awards for Top All-Round VCE High Achiever. 

• Benjamin Kyval from Yarra Valley Grammar School 
was also recognised with an award in Specialist 
Mathematics. 

• Stephanie Brennan from Yarra Valley Grammar 
School was recognised with an award in Legal 
Studies. 

• Luke Sammann from Templestowe College was 
recognised with an award in Mathematical Methods. 

• Paige Tang from East Doncaster Secondary College 
was recognised with an award in Studio Arts. 

• Jessica Delahoy from Melbourne Rudolph Steiner 
School was recognised with an award in Equine 
Studies. 

The Top All-Round VCE High Achiever awards recognise 
those students who achieved study scores of 46 or higher 
out of 50 in at least five VCE subjects, while Study Awards 
recognise the best performers in individual VCE subjects. 
Member for Eastern Metro Region, Sonja Terpstra said the 
success of these students is a credit to “not only their hard 
work and abilities, but also to the support of their families, 
friends and school communities.”
A full list of the Premier’s VCE Awards recipients is available 
at education.vic.gov.au/vceawards.

BY SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE RESIDENT Cam Foley has stumbled on 
a wonderful find in Warrandyte State Park. 
When out on their daily exercise, Cam and his family 
happened upon this koala drinking from a billabong. 
“I understand that there have not been many sightings 
of Koalas so close to Warrandyte in recent years, so 
hopefully, this is an encouraging sign for a growing 
koala population in the area,” he said.
It is rare to see koalas out of their trees, so Cam said 
he contacted Stringybark Wildlife Shelter to check on 
her welfare. 
Wildlife carer, Narelle Thompson said she is now 
monitoring the koala and she seems to be in good 
health.
“While to see her drinking in the middle of the day is 
concerning, as it could be a sign of kidney problems, 
she otherwise appears to be in good health and is doing 
all the right things in terms of normal behaviours,” she 
told WD Bulletin.
Narelle said this animal is the only one currently known 

to be in the area, but with mating season approaching, 
they will be listening out for calls.
To protect the koala from large numbers of sightseers, 
her exact location is not being disclosed while wildlife 
carers have her under observation.

Wild wonder Photos: CAM FOLEY
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Recreating civilisation with Humankind
PLAYER ONE

BY SAM BROWN 

BE WARNED: Amplitude Studios’ newest creation, 
Humankind, is a time machine on steroids.
A vast, sweeping, historical civilisation-building game of 
the 4X genre (explore, expand, exploit, exterminate) that 
starts you in a small part of a cloudy map as a tiny band of 
Neolithic hunter gatherers — and challenges you to explore, 
survive and evolve into any number of civilisations on offer.
It is so engrossing that before you know it, half the night 
has passed.
Humankind has that addictive “just one more turn” 
ingredient that fans of the hugely popular Civilisation series 
games would know all too well.
But you are not alone, rival bands — and eventual 
civilisations — are also out to expand, ransack your fragile 
settlements, and swallow you whole, given half the chance.
On its higher difficulty levels, the game is unforgiving and 
brutal.
The aim at every stage of Humankind is to out-develop your 
strategic competitors — and survive long enough so you can 
make the jump into the next era, progressively advancing 
to the point where you are pretty much unassailable.
But it brings some refreshing new twists to the genre.
Instead of selecting a starting civilisation and plonking 
it down on the map, in Humankind, everyone starts as 
a Neolithic tribe — and it very much remains to be seen 
what civilisation you can evolve into, depending on the 
resources you control, the real estate you own, and what 
has not already been taken by someone else.
The different civilisations on offer — six in total at the start of 
every new era — bring different strengths and weaknesses.
Your choice is as strategic as the placement of your 
settlements.
The industrious Egyptian civilisation at the start of the 
Classical Era, for example, has the edge on buildings 
over the expansionist Assyrians who, naturally, excel at 
conquering everyone else.

But Humankind is unique to the genre in that you do not 
stay as one civilisation for the duration.
At the start of every era, you choose another type of 
civilisation — while keeping the bonuses built up during 
the previous era.
So, you can start as the Egyptians, but morph into the 
Italians, and then become Australians as you hit the modern 
era.
The possible combinations keep the game from becoming 
repetitive and make for some fascinating choices.
The strategic goal is also subtly different; you are essentially 
trying to increase the fame of your civilisation.
The player with the most fame when the game ends, wins.
This places a premium on not only expanding in the 
standard manner, but also doing things that increase 
your renown — such as building wonders, discovering 
new lands, or developing other cultural markers of your 
civilisation to a very high degree.
So, a linear climbing of the technology ladder is not 
necessarily the quickest or only way to victory — although 
Humankind is true to the historical 4X genre in that if you 
lag too far behind a competing empire in technology or 
size, then you’re going to end up fighting a losing battle that 
will eventually extinguish all your cultural achievements.
And that means defeat.
So clear your diary, close the door and settle in for the 
duration: your people await your inspired leadership to 
shepherd them out of the Stone Age all the way into the 
modern era.
Can you do it?

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall. 

Images courtesy Steam/Amplitude Studios
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Pedalling through lockdown

BY JOZICA KUTIN, NATALIE PAPEZ 
AND KARINA VITIRITTI 
WARRANDYTE MOUNTAIN BIKE CLUB 

IT IS IMPORTANT to stay active, especially during 
lockdown.
For a number of months, Warrandyte Mountain Bike 
Club and Warrandyte Diary have been publishing 
local mountain bike routes in the Warrandyte Diary.
As a way to engage with the community and to 
help individuals stay active during this extended 
lockdown, WD Bulletin and Warrandyte MTB are 
republishing the Warrandyte MTB Classic, as 
featured in March 2021 Warrandyte Diary.
At 13.5km, if you live in Warrandyte this is a perfect 
way to get out for your two-hours of exercise.

Time for a lockdown cycle challenge: the Warrandyte MTB 
Classic (Orange Route – 13.5km).
All our routes are mapped by a cartographer (Karina Vitiritti) 
and the tracks used are legal for bicycles and are on public 
land.
This trail connects the pockets of state park in Warrandyte – 
the River Reserve, Black Flat, The Common and Fourth Hill.

Take extra care on shared paths in and around Warrandyte.
Always give way to people, horses, kangaroos, echidnas 
and wombats.
The route is also suitable for trail runners and walkers.
What to do:

• Visit 2kmfromhome.com/5km to check this is within 
your 5km radius.

• Use the QR code below to view and download the 
route.

• Upload the GPX to your usual device.
Do as many loops as you can in September.
Send in any pictures and/or stories from your loop 
adventures to bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au and see 
the results of the challenge in October’s WD Bulletin.
Have fun out there and ride away those lockdown blues.
If you would like detailed description of the route, visit  the 
route archive (see below for details).
This challenge is a collaboration between Warrandyte Diary 
and Warrandyte MTB Club, to see our archive of previously 
published maps visit:
warrandytediary.com.au/cycle-warrandyte.
Find the Warrandyte Mountain Bike Club on Strava:  
www.strava.com/clubs/66242
And on facebook:  
facebook.com/groups/1464589467107634
September’s Warrandyte Diary will feature a route taking 
in the hills around Croydon.
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Get out on the green
BY SANDI MILLER
LAWN BOWLS has seen a resurgence over recent times 
and the sport is growing in popularity around the world as 
people of all ages see the benefits of getting out on the green.
And in Manningham it is no different.
With multiple clubs across the municipality, residents are 
spoilt for choice when it comes to finding a green close to 
them.
Each club offers something slightly different, with 
everything from barefoot bowls to Pennant competitions, 
there really is something for everyone.
Greg Hodson from Templestowe Bowling Club said 
members enjoy a club atmosphere and ethic that values 
sporting participation.
“It is a club that demonstrates community spirit, honesty 
and friendship, good sportsmanship but most importantly 
promotes having a good time,” he said.
The club offers Saturday and midweek Pennant Competition 
in the summer season.
“Interclub challenge matches and Intraclub Tournaments 
are also eagerly anticipated and highly enjoyable events,” 
Greg said.
Recreational and casual bowling is made available, and 
Saturday social games are played outside of the summer 
season, and Wednesday social games are played all year 
round.
He said Barefoot Bowling is scheduled every Sunday or 
upon request.
Donvale Bowls Club’s Robert Fairweather said his club has 
a vision for its future, developing a strong administration, 
member participation, and importantly, coaching and 
encouragement, expressed as “Donvale a vibrant, growing 
and successful club”.
He said the club has overcome some hard times, but has 
been successfully embarking on a determined and assertive 
recruitment program, a program designed to attract and 
retain new bowlers.
The Club’s membership has grown in the last five years to 
242 members and continues to grow.

“With 13 affiliated and qualified coaches, a coaching 
and development program in place, we are ensuring all 
our members, receive ample opportunities to achieve 
their potential as bowlers, coaches, umpires, committee 
members or selectors,” he said.
Rob said many new bowlers who join, are initially only 
interested in social bowling, have fun, enjoy the fellowship 
a club such as Donvale provides, lots of opportunities to 
keep them involved.
However, he said for those with a competitive spirit, 
Pennant sides provide an opportunity for all abilities.
Donvale has both grass and synthetic greens, enabling 
members to play or roll up all year.
Rob said the club is indeed fortunate enlisting the services 
of current senior and highly credentialed playing Coach 
Scott Rees. 
He said Scott has played an active and integral role in the 
success story associated with the Donvale Bowls Club.
“Scott, our current Club Champion, continued on to win 
the coveted Champion of Champions — indeed a mighty 
effort,” Rob said.
Last season, Donvale had a remarkable Pennant season 
with eight teams qualifying and playing finals, including a 
promotion to Division 1.
New members are always welcome, and both the 
Templestowe and Donvale Bowls Clubs encourage anyone 
interested to get in touch.
No matter where you live, once play resumes after 
lockdown, there is a club ready to welcome you on to the 
green.

Advertise with us 
The WD Bulletin has readers across 

Nillumbik and Manningham — and beyond.

Growing physical and digital circulation
and strong connection to community.

Talk to us about our value-for-money rates. 
bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au

9844 0555

W A R R A N D Y T E

bulletin
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Naughty Chooks in Lockdown

Iso chooks locked in the playground printed with permission.
To view and buy paitings and fridge magnets like this of Joan’s 
Iso Chooks in lockdown situations visit Earthbound Bolton cafe, 
266 Bolton Street, Eltham, 3095.
Visit the cafe and Joan’s exhibition when restrictions allow.


