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The kangaroos of Heritage Golf and Country Club, in Wonga Park, are safe. After months of media silence, the Country Club’s 
new Managing Director has stated the club will not go ahead with a cull and will instead erect fencing around the golf course to 
combat a “breeding surge”. Full story and reaction on Page 3. This month in the Bulletin, we also focus on the works local and 
state governments are carrying out to develop our community infrastructure, with upgrades to roads, paths and parks across 
Nillumbik and Manningham.

Roo Reprieve
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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. It guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial 
status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias 
towards the people, environment and character of the place it serves. 
The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Research, Eltham, 
Donvale, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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Roos to be locked out of golf course

BY SANDI MILLER 
AFTER A HUGE community outcry, the Heritage Golf and 
Country Club has decided not to proceed with a planned 
cull of kangaroos on its two courses instead installing 
fencing to lock the roos out of the fairways.
Interested parties including Wildlife Victoria, Club 
management and residents met on May 6 and discussed 
plans to cull kangaroos at the Heritage Golf and Country 
Club property.
Club management claim the kangaroo population has 
tripled in 12 months due to a breeding surge during the 
drought and the advantages of easy access to a carpet of 
grass on golfing fairways.
However, Wildlife Victoria CEO Lisa Palma said a tripling of 
a kangaroo population in 12 months is “simply biologically 
impossible and absolutely ludicrous”.
“Female kangaroos commonly have one young annually, 
with the mortality rate in the wild for joeys typically at 70 
per cent in the first year of life,” she said.
New club Managing Director Dr Cher Coad has blamed 
Parks Victoria for not managing the population in 
neighbouring Warrandyte State Park.
“If the Victorian State government was doing its job, in 
terms of managing the land bordering the Heritage Golf 
and Country Club, then we wouldn’t have this problem,” 
she said.
She says the lack of golfers during the recent COVID 
lockdown has provided kangaroos with unlimited access to 
the Heritage Golf and Country Club and they are reluctant 
to move, with management raising fears of the bigger male 
kangaroos becoming aggressive towards people.
“While the risk of this happening is quite small, the 
responsibility of the HGCC is to club members, visiting 
golfers, residents and their families and young children,” 
said Dr Coad.
“We have excessive numbers of kangaroos on our fairways 
and grounds, and they are powerful and potentially 
dangerous.
“The last thing we want is for a large grey kangaroo to cause 
harm to a golfer or children visiting their grandparents,” 
she said.
Ms Palma said she absolutely refuted the notion that the 
kangaroo population is dangerous with Wildlife Victoria 
receiving no reports kangaroo aggression towards people 
at the site.
“Some of the larger male kangaroos are known by the locals 
to be peaceful creatures, who enjoy the natural habitat of 
the local landscape.
“Indeed, the big fellow known as Scar Face is beloved by 
many in the community,” said Ms Palma.
“In direct contrast to Heritage’s statement, Wildlife Victoria 
has received an inordinate number of calls from concerned 
members of the public, residents, golfers and staff who are 
terribly worried for the safety and wellbeing of the kangaroo 
population on site.”
Dr Coad said while the treatment of kangaroos is fraught 

with regulatory and ethical difficulties, the Heritage Golf 
and Country Club recognises the need for golfers and 
kangaroos to co-exist.
“Growing evidence leans towards the idea that the kangaroo 
population must be managed via more humane means,” 
Dr Coad said.
Ms Palma said that since the meeting of May 6, no further 
discussion had taken place.
“Instead, we have witnessed the result of stealthy cruel 
and violent attacks on the kangaroo population night after 
night at the site — this has been ongoing for months now!”
She said to date, Wildlife Victoria has seen a significant 
number of cases of kangaroos that have been savaged by 
dogs, shot, dismembered and driven over by vehicles.
“We have taken many calls and received letters from 
members of the public who are too afraid to walk on or 
near the grounds for fear of the dogs turning on the locals,” 
Ms Palma said.
Dr Coad said the task to solve this problem and oversee 
the management and protection of kangaroos lies with the 
Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP). 
She said the “kangaroos will be relocated back into the 
Warrandyte State Forrest [sic] and the property will be 
fenced”.
Ms Palma said it is outrageous, unacceptable and illegal 
for the Heritage Golf and Country Club to relocate the 
kangaroos without the required authorisation from the 
Department of Environment Land Water and Planning.
Despite this, Ms Palma said Wildlife Victoria remains 
hopeful that Heritage Management will consult with the 
group to achieve a positive outcome for the remaining 
kangaroos on the site.

Cull cancelled but wildlife body sceptical

Photo: Kim Charbonneau
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Cyclist safety concerns on Knees Road
BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL announced as part of its 2020/21 
Capital Works Program, Knees Road, Park Orchards, would 
be receiving a long-awaited upgrade.
Knees Road is a crucial local link in our community, bringing 
traffic into Park Orchards and Warrandyte.
The upgrade aims to improve safety for all users, including 
motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians, and incorporates 
kerb and channel, new footpaths and shared paths, and a 
roundabout at the Arundel Road intersection.
However, Park Orchards local Stephen Gleeson says the 
plans leave cyclists feeling excluded and unsatisfied.
“I’ve been riding bikes in Park Orchards for the last 26 years 
— every Tuesday and Thursday morning there’s a group of 
us here in Park Orchards who come together and ride our 
bikes,” he said.
Mr Gleeson has voiced his safety concerns to Manningham 
Council and recently wrote a letter to Ward Councillor, Cari 
Lange.

“The new works have narrowed the existing road 
considerably — the result is those bike riders, heading in 
both directions, will be pushed in with car and truck traffic.
Vehicles will either have to slow down and travel behind 
the cyclist to avoid hitting the rider or enter the lane of 
oncoming traffic.”

These concerns run rampant among cyclists, due to the 
incresed rate of cyclist fatalities in recent years, a report by 
the Australian Automobile Association stated that in the 12 
months up to December 2020, 42 cyclists died on Australian 
roads, an increase of 7.7 per cent.
“It’s so bloody dangerous now.
“Cars just get so impatient — they pull out and pull over the 
other side of the road and pass me, then jam the breaks on 
because it’s a narrow road.
“Their [the motorists’] mentality is ‘what are you doing on 
the road, why are you holding me up?’ and they’re totally 
right in thinking that, because roads haven’t been designed 
for bikes to be on there with cars,” Mr Gleeson tells the 
Bulletin.
As part of the upgrade, the Council will be building a 2.5m 
wide off-road shared path aiming to accommodate cyclists 

o f  a l l  a b i l i t i e s , 
including children, 
to cater for the influx 
of  students who 
ride their bikes to 
St Annes Catholic 
and Park Orchards 
Primary Schools.
M a n n i n g h a m 
Council supplied 
Mr Gleeson with 
a response to his 
letter to Cr Lange, 
o u t l i n i n g  t h e 
reasons why it chose 
to proceed in this 
manner,  but  Mr 
Gleeson feels the 
pathway solution 
w i l l  o n l y  a d d 
additional stresses, 
especially for groups 
of cyclists who wish to ride together.
Mr Gleeson notes the dangers of cycling on shared paths due 
to the “unpredictable behaviour” of other path users such 
as off-lead dogs, children or cars reversing out of driveways.
“We estimate that upwards of 100 bikes go through Park 
Orchards, none of those cyclists will use that path.
“Have you seen a group of say 30 road bikes get up on a 
footpath and have to battle it out with kids on bikes, dogs 
off-leads and prams?
Paths are dangerous too,” he said.
“What they could do is make the road wider, make a 
shoulder which is divided from the roadway where cars 
and trucks go, with a raised concrete strip painted a bright 
colour — make that a metre and a half for either side of the 
road, just make it separate,” Mr Gleeson says.
Mr Gleeson and the broader cycling community attest to 
the benefits cycling has had on their health.
“Making it safe for inexperienced bike riders will encourage 
more people to participate, it will be better for their physical, 
as well as their mental health,” he says.
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Nillumbik Recovery Fund —  
helping community bounce back

BY SUSAN FOREMAN
MORE THAN 150 community groups, organisations and 
local businesses have shared in over $130,000 worth of 
grant funding from Nillumbik Shire Council to support 
community recovery from the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic.
The Nillumbik Recovery Fund, which was open between 
March to May 2021, aimed to assist as many recipients as 
possible and support different needs within the community.
Mayor Peter Perkins said the fund was having a hugely 
positive impact on the community.
“The Nillumbik community is a resilient one but things 
have been tough.
 This funding will further support many in our community 
as they deal with the continuing impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Cr Perkins said.
“It’s great to see these grants having a tangible benefit where 
it’s most needed.”
Some of the grants have supported clients and individuals 
via local services and community groups.
Kerri Wellington, Client Programs and Volunteer Coordinator 
at Diamond Valley Community Support, said the fund had 
helped 19 families and about 30 children in the Nillumbik 
area to stay connected, stay healthy and meet the costs of 
basic needs including keeping a roof over their head.
“Since the COVID-19 pandemic, we have seen an increased 
demand for food relief, crisis housing, mental health 
support, assistance with bills and rent and mortgage 
payments,” she said.
“People who were just getting by prior to this situation are 
now faced with increased costs for day–to-day necessities 
coupled with a loss in jobs, loss in employment hours and 
a social disconnection from activities and people that are 
protective factors in people’s mental health.”
Kellie Wishart, Coordinator at CareNet, expressed her 
gratitude for a grant received by the organisation to cover 
the cost of sporting club fees for a young boy from Diamond 
Creek, whose family are experiencing financial hardship 

due to COVID-related job losses.
“I want to thank Nillumbik Shire Council for providing this 
grant. It has been very helpful and responsive to community 
need.”  
The grants are also assisting organisations and businesses 
to deliver community-led projects and events throughout 
the Shire, such as the Get On With Life older men’s health 
expo scheduled to take place in Seniors Month this October. 
The event will include keynote speakers and showcase local 
community groups and clubs, aiming to improve health 
and social connection for older men in our community.
A large number of projects and events are also set to take 
place in Nillumbik’s rural townships, such as ‘Raise the 
heART’, a project aiming to increase connection and build 
resilience in Strathewen by delivering creative wellbeing 
art workshops, community performances, an art exhibition 
and a professional show by The Bongo Brothers featuring 
local primary school drummers.
A number of community groups and sporting clubs were 
also successful in receiving grant funding to assist them to 
bounce back from COVID-19-related impacts.
The Lions Club of Eltham received a grant to set up a free, 
reliable and safe Wi-Fi network at their clubrooms, which 
will be accessible to the community from Eltham Train 
Station and surrounds. 
The free Wi-Fi will benefit community members who do 
not have access to the internet, as well as allowing the club 
to continue running free Seniors Play Days, which support 
older people to gain confidence using technology.
The Hurstbridge Scouts were another group to receive a 
grant, which has allowed them to set up a virtual scouting 
program. 
Diana Swift, Assistant Group Leader 1st Hurstbridge Scout 
Group, said that thanks to the grant “Scouts have remained 
connected throughout the various lockdowns we have been 
experiencing with the virtual scouting program,” she said.
For a full list of grant recipients visit:  
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/NRF.
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BY SANDI MILLER
AS REPORTED in the April edition of the WD Bulletin, there 
have been calls for a bus service between the communities 
of Wonga Park, Warrandyte, and the wider Manningham 
area.
These calls have been picked up by local Member for 
Warrandyte, Ryan Smith, who has raised the issue in an 
Adjournment Debate in State Parliament.
Mr Smith noted “many locals, especially younger residents, 
rely on public transport to travel to work, school and 
sporting commitments in surrounding suburbs, but are 
faced with a considerable journey to get there.”
He said that one local resident raised concerns with him, 
saying the bus service is irregular and her children have to 
call Ubers to get to work when the bus fails to arrive.
Residents have called for a bus that connects Wonga Park to 
Warrandyte, Ringwood, Doncaster, and Warrandyte South, 
as well as connections to the broader transport network at 
Ringwood Station and Doncaster Park and Ride.
He said a 2017 report found the wider Manningham 
community is well serviced by the bus network, however 
there is significant contrast between east and west 
Manningham, with Warrandyte, Wonga Park and Park 
Orchards bus services infrequent and unreliable.
The Minister for Public Transport, Ben Carroll noted in a 

reply to Mr Smith that Wonga Park is currently serviced by 
the route 672 bus.
“The service connects Wonga Park locals to essential shops 
at Chirnside Park Shopping Centre and a connection to 
Croydon Train Station, where passengers have access to 
the Lilydale line.
“I welcome all feedback from the community about ways, 
we can improve transport connections in their local area.” 
Mr Carroll said he has asked the Department of Transport 
to consider the community’s concerns as part of future 
network planning.
In response to the reply, Mr Smith highlighted to the 
minister that it currently takes two hours for Wonga Park 
residents to get to Warrandyte via public transport, a trip 
which takes seven minutes in the car.
“If you honestly think this is acceptable, please say so; if 
not, please offer a workable and timely solution,” he added.
Mr Smith also highlighted to Parliament that the Suburban 
Rail Loop will not improve public transport options for the 
communities of east Manningham and that the residents of 
the Warrandyte electorate “deserve to have adequate and 
reliable public transport”.
Add your voice to the debate.
Would you like to see a bus from Wonga Park to 
Warrandyte, Ringwood and Doncaster?
Email bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au.
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Business 
Admin Skills

Be job ready in 9 weeks
Classes held Tues, Wed and Fri

School hours | No classes during term break
Funded places available, eligibility applies

Phone 9842 6726
pineslearning.com.au

 Course starts 27 July

Bus calls fall off the rails

Photo: David Wierzbowski
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Manningham Council News

Help us improve our website
We are seeking feedback from you on the 
redevelopment of our website. 
Your feedback will help make it easier and 
faster for you to navigate and find information. 
The next opportunity to get involved is during 
user testing of our webpage design. 
If you would like to take part, please visit 

 manningham.vic.gov.au/website-upgrade 

Meet your Councillors 
Manningham is represented by nine 
Councillors, each elected by residents who live 
in our nine local wards.
Your Councillors have been elected for a four-
year term and will represent Manningham 
through to 2024. To find out more about your 
local councillors and wards, visit

 manningham.vic.gov.au/councillors

Manningham Civic Awards 
Nominations for the 2021 Manningham Civic 
Awards are still open. 
If you know someone who has made 
exceptional contributions to the Manningham 
community through volunteer, paid or unpaid 
work, nominate them for this year’s award. 
For more information, including award 
categories and how to nominate, visit

  manningham.vic.gov.au/civic-awards

Anderson Park Masterplan
What do you want to see in Anderson Park? We 
are looking at the future of the park and what 
facilities will keep it a great place to visit. Add 
your ideas and vote on the suggestions you like 
most. 

 yoursay.manningham.vic.
gov.au/anderson-park-
masterplan

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au    yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au

PLANS TO extend and upgrade 
the Eltham Skate Park are ramping 
up with Nillumbik Shire Council’s 
release of concept drawings for 
community feedback.

The proposal is to provide a modern facility, focused on 
the user experience and would see the skate park in Susan 
Street almost double in size, providing young people and 
skaters with the latest features to meet current skate trends, 
improve safety for users, and encourage active recreation.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said the popular park 
was first built in 2005 but is now ageing and in need of 
revitalisation.
“Consultation with young people in the Shire in 2020 
demonstrated the interest and need for Council to invest 
in outdoor recreational activities including skateboarding,” 
Cr Perkins said.
“I thank the Victorian Government and Eltham MP Vicki 
Ward for their support of the project with a $300,000 Parks 
Revitalisation Grant. 
“Council will also be contributing to the project.”
A concept plan has been developed by industry leaders 
Convic and will provide a combination of features for all 
rider styles. 

It will allow for a progression in skill levels while being 
inviting, family friendly, and providing a contemporary 
skate space.
The project will also include a shelter, seating, drinking 
fountain, accessible pathway, fencing and landscaping.
View the plans and have your say at 
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/eltham-skate-park. 
Submissions close Sunday August 1 at 11.59pm.
A pop-up information session will be held on Thursday 8 
July at the park from 10am-12.30pm where a Council officer 
will be available to explain the plans and answer questions. 

Skaters prepare to rip, flip and grind
Susan Street skate park development

Artist’s impressions supplied
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THE LATEST snap COVID-19 
lockdown has shown how quickly things can change.
Council was pleased to be able to support the Victorian 
Government and Banyule Community Health in 
establishing a new COVID-19 walk-in testing station in 
Eltham for the duration of the lockdown.
Getting tested, even if you have the mildest of symptoms, 
is essential if we are to return to COVID-normal as quickly 
as possible.
It has been heartening to see the community rally once 
again to support those in need, including our local 
businesses.
We recently assisted more than 150 community groups, 
organisations and businesses dealing with the ongoing 
impacts of COVID-19 through our Nillumbik Recovery 
Fund.
The grants, totalling more than $130,000, are being used 
for programs including emergency relief support for 
those doing it tough in the Shire, and for community-led 
programs and events to increase social connection and 
resilience.
Despite the recent upheavals, it’s business as usual at 
Council as we get on with the job of delivering services to 
our residents.
Following on from our extensive Our People, Our Place, 
Our Future community engagement program in February 
and March, Councillors and staff have been developing 
a series of strategic documents including the draft 
Community Vision, Council Plan, Nillumbik Health and 
Wellbeing Plan, and Financial Plan.
These draft documents will assist this term of Council and 
beyond in planning for the future and ensuring our goals 
are a reflection of the values and priorities of the Nillumbik 
community.
The Community Vision and plans will be presented to 
Council at our meeting on Tuesday, July 27 for endorsement 
for community consultation.
If supported, they will be available on our community 
engagement website participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au to 
view and provide feedback.
Please keep a look out for further information.
Finally, just prior to the lockdown, I was thrilled to be able 
to accept on behalf of Council a prestigious Parks and 
Leisure Australia award for the Diamond Creek Regional 
Playspace.
The playground, which was a collaboration between 
Council, residents, community groups and businesses, 
won the Playspace Award in the over $500,000 category 
for the Victoria/Tasmania region.
The playspace is hugely popular and a drawcard for visitors 
from across Melbourne, proving a great boost for our 
Shire and has revitalised a long-neglected but historically 
significant part of our Shire.
If there is one constant throughout the pandemic it 
has been the simple pleasure of being able to enjoy 
our fantastic playgrounds, parks, and trails throughout 
Nillumbik.
Stay safe everyone.

WE’VE BEEN forced to become 
very adept at adjusting to changing situations in the last 18 
months and it’s been a real test to our resilience — if you 
feel like you’re struggling, I do encourage you to reach out 
for support.
Here at Manningham, we’ve been busy consulting with our 
community to get final input into our Council Plan 2021-25 
and 10 Year Financial Plan.
We’d like to thank everyone who took the time to share your 
thoughts with us — this is an invaluable part of making sure 
we’re delivering what our community needs, now and into 
the future.
The Council Plan is our key strategic document and sets out 
how Council will act for the benefit and wellbeing of the local 
community across the next four years.
It outlines the priorities and goals for Manningham, why they 
are important and the actions we will take to deliver better 
outcomes for the community.
This plan helps guide our future direction and improve our 
core services, with emphasis on community wellbeing, 
particularly for younger and older people, our local 
environment and local businesses.
The 10 Year Financial Plan ensures we deliver on the Council 
Plan and build a financially sustainable organisation.
You can read more at: 
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/10yearplan.
To deliver Council services and programs and support our 
community through the construction and maintenance of 
roads, footpaths, facilities, open space and more, we collect 
rates from all property owners in the municipality. 
You should receive your rates notice shortly and you can 
now pay online.
To see the breakdown of how every $100 of your rates will 
be spent in the 2021/22 Budget, keep an eye out for the July 
issue of our community magazine Manningham Matters.
We recognise the ongoing impact of COVID-19 and are 
offering support for those going through financial difficulties.
If you are experiencing genuine financial hardship, you can 
apply for a special payment arrangement at:
manningham.vic.gov.au/hardship.
Earlier this month we recognised NAIDOC week in 
Manningham. 
The week celebrates the history, culture and achievements 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, but the 
celebrations are not confined to the week itself.
This year the theme is Heal Country! 
It calls for everyone to seek out greater protection of 
Aboriginal lands, waters, scared sites and cultural heritage 
from exploitation, desecration and destruction. 
There are still plenty of ways to get involved, you can find out 
more by visiting: naidoc.org.au.
While I missed officially launching the latest exhibition at 
the Manningham Art Gallery by Wurundjeri Woi-wurrong 
artist, Ash Firebrace, I did get to see it.
As it is on until Saturday, August 7, if restrictions allow,  
I encourage you to pay it a visit. 
For the most up to date information visit: 
manningham.vic.gov.au/manningham-art-gallery. 

MAYORAL REPORT

CR PETER PERKINS CR ANDREW CONLON
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BY SANDI MILLER
MIAH GIOIA JOHNSON, who graduated from Templestowe 
College in 2020, has been awarded the People’s Choice 
award at the prestigious 2021 Top Arts exhibition hosted 
by the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV). 
Announced as the exhibition closed, the People’s Choice 
award was a culmination of votes collected from visitors to 
the gallery during its four-month run.
Top Arts 2021 showcased 46 artworks by young artists from 
across Victoria who studied VCE Art and Studio Arts in 2020. 
Exploring ideas related to isolation, contemporary life, the 
environment and identity, the exhibition was a celebration 
of the achievements of these students who, despite the 
challenges posed to their schooling as a consequence of 
the global pandemic, have created extraordinary work that 
offers a thought-provoking insight into the thoughts and 
ideas of young people at this time. 
The exhibition was organised around two themes, inside 
and outside, which emerged from the works after the 
selection process. 
In creating their works during the pandemic, many students 
looked outwards, observing their surrounding environment 
and changes to daily life, while others turned inward to 
explore the complex realities of cultural and personal 
identity, emotion and mental health. 
Miah’s set of aquatint and sugar-lift prints were selected 
from 1,700 works submitted via the Victorian Curriculum 
Assessment Authority’s (VCAA) application process for the 
2021 VCE Season of Excellence.
Miah described her decisions behind the arrangement of 
the pieces that make up the works:
“Although Sections one and Sections two are different, 
the image is created from the same copper plates, and so 
therefore belong together. 
“Sections one, the original image, depicts an anatomically 
correct solid dahlia root. 

“The abstracted composition 
of Sections two rearranges 
the image, removing viewers 
familiarity and prompting 
new interpretations. 
“By rearranging each copper 
plate, I feel I have created 
a balanced composition 
w h i c h  e n h a n c e s  t h e 
sculptural beauty of my 
subject,” she said.
H a v i n g  M i a h ’s  w o r k 
acknowledged by gallery 
visitors is a great compliment 
to Miah and Templestowe College is rightly proud of her in 
this achievement.
Miah said inspiration for her VCE work stemmed from 
her natural surroundings and her love and respect of the 
natural environment.
“I first started creating art with my mum when I was very 
young. 
“We would stroll around the streets of Collingwood on 
autumn afternoons collecting fallen leaves. 
“Together we painted the leaves with colour and pressed 
them onto paper leaving tender impressions which, I like 
to think, first kindled my love of printmaking and nature. 
“I was mesmerised by the leaf in front of me, the delicate 
textures, and the fragility of its many veins.”
Miah has commenced her first year at RMIT University 
doing a Bachelor of Fine Arts specialising in printmaking. 
She says she feels fortunate to spend every day learning 
about what she loves and enjoys being with like-minded 
people and being inspired by those around her.

Miah is the People’s Choice  
at Top Arts 2021 

Photos courtesy National Gallery of Victoria

Miah with her winning works Sections two
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BY SANDI MILLER
DESPITE SOME community calls to abandon the Stage 2 of 
the Lions Park upgrade along the Warrandyte River Reserve, 
construction is set to commence following Manningham 
Council receiving a $300,000 grant as part of the Victorian 
State Government’s Local Parks Program. 
Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew Conlon said Manningham 
was successful in securing the maximum value of the grant 
per project from the Government’s $10 million program, 
and works are anticipated to begin early next year. 
At the end of 2020, Manningham consulted with the 
community on the concept plan for a new play space as 
part of the park’s upgrades. 
“Thank you to everyone who provided feedback. 
“We’ve reviewed these and have adjusted the final plan,” 
Cr Conlon said. 
“The successful grant application will enable us to make the 
necessary amendments and carry out the works, improving 
the amenity of the park.” 

When the completed Stage 1 works were unveiled at the 
start of 2021, there were many that attended the highly 
successful Year of Wonders exhibition atthe site, who have 
asked Council to retain the grassy area adjacent to Taffy’s 
Hut, however it seems these calls have come too late to be 
incorporated into Council’s plan.
Council says the new upgrades will expand the existing 
playspace and aims to further connect the community 
with the natural habitat of Warrandyte. 
The play space is inspired by the animal crossing structure 
completed in Stage1, and gives children the impression of 
moving among the trees like native animals. 
It will feature play opportunities for children of all ages 
and abilities. 
Stage two works are anticipated to be completed in mid-
2022. 
The final plan is now available on:
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/lions-park. 

Warrandyte Park receives 
grant for upgrades

Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.

Sections two

Artist’s impressions supplied
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BY MARTINE CORBETT 
D O R E E N  S T O V E S   A M 
PSM  JP  made  a unique and 
outstanding contribution to the 
community sector through her 
distinguished career.  
Across her working life, Doreen 
worked tirelessly to adapt 
service provision in response 
to community need. 
During her 25 years at DHS, she 
became a strong and formidable 
advocate for better funding and services and was a practical 
visionary.  
Her work to develop a range of social and recreational 
activities for socially isolated and marginalised people was 
pioneering and unique in Victoria during that time.  
It was a forerunner for formalised support services that were 
to be funded by the Victorian Government. 
Having known Doreen through her long and distinguished 
career at DHS and Doncare, John  Leatherland  PSM is 
well versed to comment on her exemplary leadership and 
passion for vulnerable children.  
When she was awarded the Public Service Medal in 1994, 
he said of her: 
“I do not know of anyone who has made a greater impact 
on and contribution to children and young people under 
the care of our department” 
Doreen’s commitment to disadvantaged children, families 
and adults was not confined to the professional landscape.  
She spent her life campaigning for better outcomes for 
children who faced adversity and had a long history as a 
foster parent.  
Together with her dearest friend, Maureen, she looked after 
more than 40 children and took Permanent Care Orders for 
two boys and a sibling group of sisters.  

She was a proud and doting mother and grandmother. 
Doreen made a very significant contribution to the policy 
development of a new range of family services following 
the introduction to the Children, Youth and Families Act, 
2005 and was a tireless advocate for young people in State 
Care over the years.  
In 2016, Doreen addressed the Victorian opening of the 
Home Stretch Campaign with a powerful perspective on 
foster caring. 
“We know that birds throw their fledglings out of the nest 
when they can fly and feed themselves, as human beings 
and supposed good parents we would never do that; so 
why is the State as a supposed good parent prepared to do 
exactly that?” 
Doreen also worked in private practice as a Family Therapist 
and Trauma Counsellor for many years, working mainly 
with victims of domestic violence. 
In 1994 she was instrumental in creating a service to support 
women affected by domestic violence by encouraging two 
small services to amalgamate, establishing the Eastern 
Domestic Violence Service. 
Doreen organised a house from which the service could 
operate where it remained for 11 years and facilitated the 
funding of further positions. 
EDVOS is now the largest specialist family violence service 
in the Eastern Region, supporting over 9,000 women and 
children annually. 
In 1994, Doreen was awarded a Public Service Medal 
for the pivotal and unique contribution she made to the 
redevelopment of Allambie and her service to DHS, in 
particular her exemplary leadership. 
“She always led by example,  I  have not met a 
leader in my career with greater resilience and 
emotional literacy”said John Leatherland PSM 
Doreen commenced as CEO of Doncare in 2001. 
At the time, the organisation’s annual income was $303,000. 

Passing of former Doncare CEO

Doreen Stoves AM PSM JP pictured with Doncare’s Patron 
and 2015 Australian of the Year, Rosie Batty AO in 2016

Doreen Stoves AM PSM JP pictured with Ian Goldsmith 
and Geoff Roberts at Doncare’s 50th Anniversary 
National Volunteer Week Celebration in 2019
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Within the first four years, the budget had tripled. 
Thanks to Doreen’s leadership,  Doncare  remains a 
powerful mechanism for promoting social inclusion 
through volunteerism.  
She leaves an incredible legacy behind her and the unique 
phrase “volunteers are the lifeblood of the organisation”— 
a sentiment we all share. 
Doreen was an avid networker and a persuasive campaigner, 
highly regarded in the Eastern Region for developing 
partnerships and reference groups.  
As CEO, she made an enormous tangible contribution, 
working passionately to implement a diverse range 
of innovative programs to support the disadvantaged 
members of the community.  
Some of these services include the HOPS parenting 
support program, Chinese Family Playgroups, and most 
notably,  Doncare’s  Domestic Violence Advocacy and 
Support program.  
The suite of clinical services included therapeutic 
s u p p o r t  g r o u p s  f o r  w o m e n  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m 
domestic violence; specialist intake and referral as well as 
specialist family violence counseling.  
Together with Carmel O’Brien OAM, the iMatter initiative 
was conceived in the prevention space and the DAWN 
mentoring program was developed to support women in 
recovery. 
“Doreen is at her best when faced with any human 
predicament, bringing all these talents to bear so that those 
involved feel protected, assisted, confident and hopeful, as 
well as heard and understood,” said Carmel. 
Doreen volunteered to lead clinical debriefing in response 
to community emergencies including the East Doncaster 
Balcony collapse and the Warrandyte Bushfires.  
In 2012, she arranged temporary accommodation for an 
uninsured couple whose home was significantly damaged 
and supported the wife when her husband died and 
arranged a working bee to restore the home. 
In 2013, Doreen was awarded a Member of the Order of 
the Australia (AM) for her outstanding achievements and 
significant contribution and service to the community. 

In 2016, she received the prestigious Rotary International 
award for excellence in humanitarian service, an award 
given to non-Rotarians who live the Rotary ideals of 
“service above self”. 
In 2019, The Hon. Mary Wooldridge honoured Doreen in 
the Victorian Parliament: 

“Doreen’s down to-earth manner, her evidence and 
experience-based deep knowledge of what is needed to 
assist children, women and families in need and her 
commitment and dedication to making that occur is an 
inspiration to all who know her and want to support her 
vision. 
Together Doreen and  Doncare  have positively changed 
the course of the lives of many thousands of individuals 
and families in Manningham, a contribution that is well 
worth acknowledging.” 

Doncare CEO, Gaby Thomson paid tribute to Doreen, saying 
“she was adored by all of our staff and volunteers.  
“Doreen’s  drive, passion, and tireless commitment to 
providing equity to the most vulnerable in our community 
have been an undeniable inspiration to everyone 
at Doncare”.   
Ma n n i n g ha m  May o r,  C r  A n d re w  C o n l o n  ha s 
expressed his sadness and extended his sympathies 
to Doreen’s family, friends and colleagues. 

“Doreen will be remembered for her role as a passionate 
and committed CEO of Doncare for 19 years leading up 
to her retirement in April 2020.  
Through this role, Doreen led the establishment of strategic 
partnerships with government and community agencies 
in our community.  
On behalf of Manningham Council, I would like to pass 
on our sincere condolences to all who knew Doreen at this 
extremely difficult time.” 

Cr Conlon said she would be remembered for her 
formidable leadership in strengthening our service systems 
and her important contribution to the Manningham 
community. 

Doreen with her beloved staff and volunteers celebrating Doncare’s 50th Anniversary Celebration at the 2019 Mayoral Ball
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Books to inspire you about Japan

HELLO BOOK LOVERS.
Take a trip to Japan with us through our vast collection of 
utterly enticing books to delight the heart of anyone who 
loves to Tsundoku. 
This selection of books is sure to let your imagination go 
faster, stronger and higher.

The Woman in the Dunes 
by Kobe Abe

This is a disquieting tale — with an unusual plot and 
existential suspense that make it impossible to put down 
— of an amateur entomologist who journeys to a remote 
seaside village to search for insects. 
He disappears, without a trace, and seven years later is 
declared legally dead. 
But Niki is alive and has been taken prisoner by the 
desperate villagers, who need him to help save their small 
village, which is in constant danger of being buried under 
the sand of the encroaching dunes. 
A tale of engrossing adventure ensues. 
Kobe Abe, pen name of Kimifusa Abe, was a Japanese writer, 
playwright, musician, photographer and inventor. 
Abe has been often compared to Franz Kafka and Alberto 
Moravia for his modernist sensibilities and his surreal, often 
nightmarish explorations of individuals in contemporary 
society.

A Personal Matter 
by Kenzaburo Oe

Bird, the protagonist of A Personal Matter, is a frustrated 
young intellectual in a failing marriage whose utopian 
dream is shattered when his wife gives birth to a brain-
damaged child. 
More than once when confronted with a problem, he has 
“cast himself adrift on a sea of whiskey, like a besotted 
Robinson Crusoe”, but he has never faced a crisis as 
personal or grave as the prospect of life imprisonment in 
the cage of his infant son. 
Should he keep the baby? Dare he kill it? 
The honesty with which Kenzaburo Oe portrays his hero 
— or antihero — makes Bird one of the most unforgettable 
characters in modern Japanese fiction.

And Then 
by  S Seki Natsume

Daisuke, is a man in his 20s who is struggling with his 
personal purpose and identity as well as the changing social 
landscape of Meiji-era Japan. 

As Japan enters the 20th Century, ancient customs give 
way to western ideals, and Daisuke works to resolve his 
feelings of disconnection and abandonment during this 
time of change. 

47 Ronin 
by John Allyn

In 1701, young Lord Asano is goaded into attacking a 
corrupt official at the Japanese Court. 
The Emperor’s punishment is harsh — Lord Asano is 
ordered to commit seppuku, or ritual suicide. 
His lands are confiscated, and his family is dishonoured 
and exiled.
His samurai now become Ronin, or masterless, and are 
dispersed. 
They appeared to adapt to their new circumstances by 
becoming tradesmen and teachers.
They were, in fact, making careful plans for revenge, biding 
their time until the moment to strike was right.

Ellery Queen’s Japanese Mysterious Stories 
by Ellery Queen and Satoru Saito

A newspaper receives a letter from a man claiming to  have 
been murdered — it’s impossible but the truth is not so 
simple. 
Five strangers who share the same initials are invited 
to spend the night in a luxury hotel but one of them is a 
murderer. 
The 12 stories in this book will lead you through dramatic 
twists and unexpected turns. 

I am a Cat 
by Soseki Natsume

Written over the course of 1904–6, Soseki Natsume’s comic 
masterpiece, I am a Cat, satirises the follies of upper-
middle-class Japanese society during the Meiji era. 
With acerbic wit and sardonic perspective, it follows the 
whimsical adventures of a world-weary stray kitten who 
comments on the follies and foibles of the people around 
him.

We hope you are now tempted to read these books –even 
if it is just to keep up with the Tokyo Olympics.
ElthamBookshop are offering a beautiful mystery gift 
if you purchase three or more titles from our Japanese 
section.
Visit www.elthambookshop.com.au

BOOK NOOK

BY MEERA GOVIL

All these books are available from ELTHAMbookshop, 970 Main Road, Eltham.
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A managed environment

BY JIM POULTER
AS WE ALL KNOW, the Melbourne city streets were planned 
on a north-south, east-west grid by the Surveyor Robert 
Hoddle,
Mr Hoddle also did an early survey of the Templestowe-
Warrandyte area in 1837.
A full survey of the area was then conducted by T. R. Nutt in 
1839.
It is most interesting to note Nutt’s description of this area as 
“grassy hills, thickly timbered stringy bark forests and gums”.
Nutt naturally assumed, as did the vast majority of settlers, 
that he was witnessing and describing a virgin landscape, but 
he was in fact describing a carefully managed environment.
About 40 years ago, a famous Aboriginal Elder, Banjo Clarke, 
explained to me how tribes traditionally removed all trees 
from the tops of hills, then terraced them with stone contours, 
so that the water did not readily run off.
This promoted grain grasses to grow on the tops of the hills, 
which was then harvested for milling and making damper.
The absence of shade trees meant that the kangaroos and 
emus did not go there to feed, thus protecting the harvest 
from these hilltop grass farms.
This was precisely what Nutt was describing by the two words 
“grassy hills”.
Elsewhere the boundaries of heavily wooded copses were 
maintained by removing bark from the trees on the perimeter 
and by regular burning off between the copses.
These heavily wooded areas were in reality possum farms.
Possums were a very valuable source of both food and 
clothing, so their habitats were protected and nurtured.
This is what Nutt was referring to by his phrase “thickly 
timbered stringy bark forests”.
Along the valley floors of the Yarra and its tributaries, open 
areas were maintained by annual burning and clearing, so that 
there were only stately gum trees at regular 25 metre intervals.
These areas were in reality kangaroo and emu farms.
The trees not only provided shade for the animals, but also 
provided convenient cover when stalking game.
These open valley areas were also myrnong farms.
Myrnong is a parsnip-like tuber that with the aid of annual 
burning-off grew in perfusion along every valley floor.
So these kangaroo, emu and myrnong farms were what Nutt 
was describing with the two simple words “and gums”.
Settlers were quite amazed at what they saw across Australia, 
often describing it as “like an English gentleman’s estate”.
There was no wilderness and no undergrowth and the soil 
was so loose, even in the forests, that settlers complained 
their horses would sink in it up to their fetlocks.
Heaven forbid that I should quote such an inveterate liar as 
John Batman, but even he was occasionally moved to describe 
the truth of what he saw.
For instance on May 30, 1835 Batman noted in his diary:

“Most of the high hills were covered with grass to the summit 

and not a tree, although the land was as good as land could be.
The whole appeared like land laid out in farms for some 
hundred years back, and every tree transplanted.
I was never so astonished in my whole life.”

See how the descriptions of Batman and Nutt tally so closely?
One of the basic problems Australian historians have when 
they read such documents is that they can only read them 
with a European mindset.
They are conditioned out of being able to see the reality of 
Aboriginal land management embedded in the words.
Those settlers that saw the major weir walls and fish trap 
complexes along the rivers were similarly amazed at the 
engineering works, but unless they were strikingly obvious, a 
lot of Aboriginal fish and eel traps remained invisible to them.
For instance, along the Warrandyte township waterfront, the 
early settlers noted the middens. 
These were piles of freshwater mussel shells and you can 
therefore be sure that the rapids areas were in fact adjacent 
to the freshwater mussel farms.
These mussels were a staple in the diet of local Aboriginal 
people and to make sure that they had plenty on hand when 
the river was in flood, the mussels were stored in refrigerators.
Before the floods were due, hundreds of mussels would be 
collected in kangaroo skin bags and taken up a nearby wet 
gully.
A hole about a metre deep was then dug and the mussels lined 
up row upon row and buried.
As soon as the damp dirt went on top, the mussels would go 
into suspended animation and stay fresh for up to two years.
Because we have been so conditioned to thinking of Aboriginal 
people in pejorative descriptors like simple, primitive, pagan, 
nomadic, stone-age, hunter-gatherers, we have been blinded 
to their technological and land management achievements.
Aboriginal society across Australia had achieved 
environmental sustainability.
The plain fact is that Aboriginal people farmed the environment 
in ways that were invisible to European eyes.
In reality, Aboriginal Australians were not Hunter-Gatherers, 
but had become Permaculture Farmers.

ABOUT JIM

A retired Social Worker, Jim’s close knowledge of our rich 
Aboriginal history and heritage does not come from abstract 
academic study, it comes from lived experience. Jim Poulter’s 
family first settled on the Yarra River at Templestowe in 1840.
Close relationships were established with the local 
Aboriginal community, and these have endured through 
the generations.
Jim has therefore been privy to the oral history both of his 
own family and Aboriginal families.
He has known and worked with many iconic Aboriginal 
Elders and tribal people who have trusted him with their 
knowledge.
Many of his 30 books on our Australian Aboriginal history 
and heritage have been in collaboration with or the 
endorsement of Aboriginal Elders.

Birrarung
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BY SUSAN FOREMAN
SINGLE USE-plastics, while often used for only a few minutes, 
have a long-term impact on the environment. 
Globally, at least eight million tonnes of plastic waste washes 
into our oceans and rivers each year. 
Plastic has remained the most common category of rubbish 
picked up on Clean Up Australia Day for the past 20 years.
Nillumbik Shire Council has announced it will begin to phase 
out the use of single-use plastics at its facilities and events.
The plastics, which include straws, cutlery, plates, drink-
stirrers, expanded polystyrene food and drink containers, 
and cotton bud sticks, will be phased out ahead of a Victorian 
Government ban on the items in February 2023.
Nillumbik councillors unanimously supported the move at 
the July Council Meeting, which will also see Council seek 
opportunities to phase out other types of single-use plastics 
and educate the community on how they can do the same.
Mayor Peter Perkins said he was pleased Council could take 
the lead on such an important initiative.
“This is another critical way Council and the community 
can reduce our waste and its long-term impact on the 
environment,” Cr Perkins said.
“We’ve seen the damage such plastics can cause to our 
wildlife and natural environment when they work their way 
into our local waterways and this decision by Council is an 
important step to preventing further damage.
“It is one of the many tangible and practical actions that will 
underpin the new Climate Action Plan, which is currently 
being developed. 
“We are already leaders in recycling and food and organic 
waste collection so I’m confident that our community will 
embrace our further efforts to be more sustainable.”
Deputy Mayor, Cr Frances Eyre, said Council had received 
a petition from more than 200 people in the community in 
2019, calling for the change by 2021.

Cr Eyre said while COVID had impacted the implementation, 
Council had already been working on replacing single-use 
plastics with more sustainable options.
“We have worked with groups holding events at Council 
facilities to include waste reduction activities such as the 
Eltham Festival becoming balloon free, and supported trials 
of washable food and drink containers at the Eltham Jazz 
Festival and Come Together Festival,” Cr Eyre said.
“Council will get ahead of the State Government ban in its 
own operations and will work with the whole community — 
residents, businesses, schools and community groups — to 
do the same.”
Sugarloaf Ward Cr Ben Ramcharan said it was an exciting 
initiative for council to support.
“I’m really looking forward to going to a council event in the 
near future and seeing no plastic,” Cr Ramcharan said.
“It might take some time but it’s going to be really positive 
and means we are leading the way in supporting the Victorian 
Government’s plastic ban by taking those initial measures 
now and showing it can be done,” he said.
“We will be supporting the community and helping people 
to adjust to the new rules as they come in, that will include 
working with businesses and schools and really helping the 
community with that transition.”

For tips on reducing waste and recycling in Nillumbik go 
to Nillumbik.vic.gov.au/reduce-your-waste

Site chosen for 
Eltham Hospital

THE STATE Government has announced Council-
owned land at the Nillumbik Council Facilities Complex, 
Greensborough has been identified as the preferred 
location for the Eltham area Community Hospital.
The Victorian Health Building Authority (VHBA) is seeking 
community feedback prior to a decision being made on 
purchasing land.
A traffic impact and parking analysis will be conducted 
to determine parking requirements, the location for the 
public entrance and other traffic management measures. 
A statement from the VHBA said the Authority will work 
with Nillumbik Shire Council to ensure community views 
are considered.
Member for Eltham, Vicki Ward said the completed 
hospital would be managed by Austin Health and 
would include a range of community health services, 
including day surgery, chemotherapy, dialysis, dental and 
counselling services.
There has been community concern raised on social 
media that the location is not sufficiently accessible via 
public transport, and that a location closer to the rail line 
would be more appropriate, noting that it would be easier 
to get to the Austin Hospital than the proposed site.
More information will be available on the VHBA website 
in August, with construction planned to commence in 
2022 and completed in 2024.
vhba.vic.gov.au/community-hospitals-program.

Karolina Larbey

A Breath of Fresh Air

Artscape

Single-use plastics to be phased out
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MARKET RESEARCH is a highly effective tool to assist your 
business planning. 
It is about collecting information that provides an insight 
into your customers thinking, buying patterns and 
locations. 
In addition, market research can also assist you to monitor 
market trends and keep an eye on what your competition 
is doing. 
It is an acknowledged fact that those who invest in research 
see noticeable sales results.
Market Research starts with you.
First of all, write down the objectives of your research. 
Set out a plan of action of how you intend to discover the 
information. 
Once you have the facts, act on the results, and don’t be 
afraid to accept some surprises.
Market Research can help you:

• identify potential new customers
• learn more about existing customers
• test new markets, and new product releases
• identify performance, pricing or promotion 

opportunities

Never make a marketing decision based on “gut feel”.

Some of the most effective D-I-Y Market Research methods are:
• surveys
• face-to-face interviews
• focus groups customer feedback
• questionnaires

There are several sources you can call on for data, such 
as the Australian Bureau of Statistics, industry and trade 
publications, social media/websites, or IBIS World.
The types of information you collect through these sources 
may be quantitative or qualitative. 
Qualitative information measures the values, attitudes and 
views of a particular sample. 
This type of information is useful if you want to understand 
why people buy your products, how they respond to your 
advertising, or their perceptions of your brand.
Quantitative information is based on statistics and may 
be used to predict market penetration, future earnings, 
and so forth.
Start a file as you collate hardcopies of information and 
invite staff members to contribute.
Remember this mantra:
COLLECT — ANALYSE — ACT ON THE RESULTS

ABOUT JOHN

M a r k e t i n g  g u r u  J o h n  O ’ K e e f e  i s  a n  a w a r d 
w i n n i n g  m a r k e t i n g  c o n s u l t a n t , c a l l  h i m  o n  
0408 344 905 if you need some help with your marketing.
Next issue John will look at benefits of exhibiting at industry 
trade fairs, and some killer ideas to attract people to your display.

Marketing with facts — not “gut feel”
BRAND

BY JOHN O’KEEFE

Planting a home among the gum trees
BY SUSAN FOREMAN 
RESIDENTS ARE encouraged to plant an indigenous tree or 
habitat shrub and learn more about our environment this 
National Tree Day after several koalas have been sighted 
around our Manningham. 
Celebrated on Sunday, August 1, National Tree Day is a call 
to action for all Australians to put their hands in the earth 
and give back to their community, by planting a native 
tree or plant in their own backyards and learning about 
our environment. 
Due to the COVID-19 situation, this year’s Manningham’s 
tree planting event will not go ahead, instead Council is 
inviting residents to learn more about local habitat through 
a free webinar about home habitat gardening. 
Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew Conlon said it is very 
exciting to hear so many koalas have been sighted recently 
at Westerfolds Park in Templestowe, along the Warrandyte 
River Reserve and in Wonga Park. 
“The rise in koala sightings have highlighted the importance 
of habitat restoration,” he said. 
“Koalas are very fussy eaters so we’re continuing to plant 
Manna Gums along our waterways and Long Leaf Box 
Eucalyptus along our hill tops, both of which are koalas’ 
favourite foods.” 

Manningham has partnered with Sustainable Gardening 
Australia to host an informative and practical webinar on 
Wednesday, July 28. 
Residents can learn how they can make their gardens an 
inviting space for local fauna to visit and live. 
Webinar details: 
National Tree Day: Home Habitat Gardening 
7pm to 8:30pm, Wednesday, July 28.
Free to register, visit:
manningham.vic.gov.au/home-habitat-gardening.

Photo: SONDRA VLASIK
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BY SAM BROWN 
THE DESPERATE WW2 Atlantic convoy battles when 
German U-boats attempted to choke allied supply lines 
feeding the United Kingdom never seems to lose their 
fascination for history buffs. 
Nor, it seems, among computer game simmers. 
There seems to be an insatiable appetite among simmers 
for submarine simulations centred on U-boat versus 
convoy battles: several are available now, with more in 
development. 
The latest from Deep Water Studio, UBOAT, is a beautifully-
rendered depiction of those fraught times. 
It follows a familiar script; as a German U-boat captain, 
you lead your men out into the Atlantic wastes, hunt down 
allied ships and try to sink them — while AI destroyers and 
sloops attempt to send you to a watery grave. 
It gets the mood just right — from the stormy grey of the 
north Atlantic, to the heaving white-capped waves and the 
nostalgic wartime songs piped through the U-boat during 
downtime. 
The boat itself is photorealistic and I’ve found myself 
panning around for minutes on end just enjoying the 
beautiful sight of a submarine ploughing through heavy 
seas.  
But at its heart, UBOAT is a survival sandbox simulation, 
with management of your 20+ crew as the primary theme. 
You must resupply your boat, recruit its crew — and then 
micro-manage them during the patrol. 
Get it right, and they’ll perform well. 
Get it wrong, and they’ll fail or mutiny. 
Deep Water Studio provides an innovative way to do this. 
At a distance, the U-boat is a complete 3D whole. 
But as you pan closer, one side disappears, revealing a 
fully rendered and interactive depiction of the interior of a 
German submarine. 
Every crew member is there going about his duties.  
Order the generator to replenish compressed air supplies, 
and you see the crew member walk the length of the boat 
and actually turn it on. 

Order the deck gun to be manned, and you see the gun 
crew stop what they are doing and clamber up onto deck 
to prepare the gun. 
It is fascinating, intuitive and completely immersive.    
The simulation itself is as open ended as it was in reality; 
whether your sail back into port flying victory pennants 
from your periscope or don’t make it back, depends utterly 
on your decisions.   
In fact, just about everything that happens on board during 
the patrol is up to you. 
Organising the 24 hour shifts competently, breaking out 
coffee and luxury food items at the right time and ensuring 
your officers have enough sleep.
It all makes a big difference to the success of your patrol. 
UBOAT is also fully scalable. 
You can treat it as the ultimate submarine simulation, using 
real-world plotting, attack calculations and spending hours 
manoeuvring your U-boat into just the right attack position. 
Or you can ratchet down the realism, and have the crew 
work out critical firing solutions for you. 
Moreover, the developers are extremely active and 
responsive to their fan base, continuing to release regular 
updates and building more features as they go — such as a 
recent one which added resupply at sea using special cargo 
submarines, historically called Milk Cows.  
If you made an interest in well-designed, innovative 
computer simulations, naval warfare, or are just interested 
in the historical Atlantic convoy battles, then UBOAT is for 
you. 
Give it a try and I challenge you to survive your first patrol!  

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall.      

PLAYER ONE

Sallying forth against the  
Atlantic convoys in UBOAT

Images courtesy Deep Water Studio/Steam
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Derailed by the butterfly effect
BY SANDI MILLER
WORKS ON THE Hurstbridge Rail Duplication project 
have been disrupted by the discovery of the Eltham Copper 
Butterfly in bushland near Montmorency station.
Since the last confirmed sighting of the butterfly in January 
this year, works on the project have been diverted to avoid 
the butterfly habitat as experts engaged by the Level Crossing 
Removal Project have carried out further investigations, 
assessments and design work to avoid impacting the 
butterfly.
In 1986, the Eltham Copper Butterfly (Paralucia pyrodiscus 
lucida), then thought to be extinct, was rediscovered in 
Eltham, and before this year, was not previously known to 
be in Montmorency.
The butterfly habitat comprises a three-way relationship 
between the butterfly, a tree, and an ant.
The life cycle of the butterfly includes an intimate and 
obligatory association with ants of the genus Notoncus and a 
dwarfed form of the shrub Bursaria spinosa (Sweet Bursaria).
The butterflies have not been found in areas where Notoncus 
ant colonies do not occur.
Adults lay their eggs on the roots of Bursaria spinosa.
Once the eggs hatch, the caterpillars are guarded by the ants, 
which lead them to and from the ant colony to browse on 
the Sweet Bursaria leaves.
In return, the ants feed on sugar secretions which are exuded 
from the caterpillars’ bodies.
Vicki Ward, Member for Eltham said Labor has a long history 
of protecting the butterfly over many decades.
“I’m proud and happy we’ve been able to work alongside 
our engineers to continue that record,” she said.
As the Diary reported in the lead up to the 2018 election, 
the Andrews Government made the commitment that 
the works “would allow trains to run every six and a half 
minutes at Greensborough, every 10 minutes at Eltham 
and Montmorency, and every 20 minutes at Hurstbridge, 
Diamond Creek and Wattle Glen, as well as two extra 
Hurstbridge express services, and would be completed by 
2022”.
To allow the project to continue duplicating the Hurstbridge 
line while protecting the endangered Eltham Copper Butterfly, 
which is listed as protected under the Commonwealth 

E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 
Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999,  there will be 
changes to the original 
scope of the project and 
how the project will be 
delivered.
The Level Crossing Removal 
Project (LXRP) claims it 
will still be able to deliver 
the election commitments, with adjustments to signalling 
to compensate for the 950 metres of line that will now not 
be duplicated.
However, the project now promises trains will be able to run 
“on average every 7 minutes from Greensborough, every 
10 minutes from Montmorency and Eltham, and every 20 
minutes from Diamond Creek, Wattle Glen and Hurstbridge, 
and will be delivered by the end of 2022”.
Minister for Transport Infrastructure Jacinta Allan said: “We 
have had to act quickly to ensure that we are both following 
the Commonwealth environmental legislation and can still 
get on with this vital project”.
LXRP CEO Kevin Devlin assured the Diary the endangered 
Eltham Copper Butterfly will be protected during the works.
“We’ve avoided the Eltham Copper butterfly and its habitat 
won’t be impacted during construction,” he said. 
The discovery of the butterfly means there is almost 1km 
of track that will remain single track, however, Mr Develin 
said there is still “approximately 2km of the rail line to be 
duplicated between Greensborough and Montmorency, 
and approximately 1.5km between Diamond Creek and 
Wattle Glen.”
He said the bulk of the original scope of the project was 
located outside of the butterfly habitat and therefore will 
continue to be delivered under the revised design.
The new sections of track, along with other infrastructure 
improvements, will facilitate the delivery of the planned 
service improvements for passengers.
Construction for the new design of the project is underway, 
and the butterfly habitat has been fenced off, with major 
construction set to start early next year and the project 
completed in late 2022.
Sonja Terpstra, State Labor Member for the Eastern 
Metropolitan Region said she commended Vicki Ward MP, 
the Member for Eltham on her strong advocacy around the 
preservation and protection of the Eltham Copper Butterfly 
habitat.
“The Andrews Labor Government will continue to modernise 
and upgrade Montmorency station, whilst ensuring the 
rare Eltham Copper Butterfly, which has never before been 
seen in Montmorency, be protected whilst important rail 
upgrades take place.
“I look forward to seeing the completed project at 
Montmorency Station as this rare butterfly flourishes in its 
new-found habitat near the station,” she said.

Premier and local Members at 2018 policy announcement
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