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Heart and Soul
The Grand Hotel Warrandyte is one of the cornerstones of our community. A country style pub on the edge of the 
city, it draws in gastrotourism and is also a great supporter of local sports, arts, and events. Like many businesses, 
the Grand had a tough year in 2020. And 2021 has, so far, brought both pleasure and pain for the beating heart 
of our community — following the announcement of an award-winning performance at the Australian Hotels’ 
Association Victorian awards (see Page 11), the doors have once again been bolted shut as the Grand weathers 
another lockdown. 
See Pages 4-5 for our lockdown and vaccination coverage.    Photo SANDI MILLER
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... Subscribe now
warrandytediary.com.au 
to sign up to our mailing list

Get the
Warrandyte Diary  
straight to your inbox

We return to our roots and sift
through the Warrandyte Diary
archives to find how Warrandyte
has (or hasn’t at all) changed 
over the past 50 years.

June 1, 1971, Page 5

POLLUTION OF RIVER IS PROBLEM

$1,000 PER BLOCK FOR 
SEWERAGE?

The provision of sewerage for Warrandyte 
township could cost as much as $1,000 a 
block because of the rocky, hilly terrain.
“It appears that both drainage and 
sewerage will come eventually,” Cr Rush 
said in his Warrandyte Diary column 
“Minding Your Own Business”.
Cr Rush continued: “Water reticulation 
and increased population have brought 

many health and drainage problems to 
the township.
“The construction of an underground 
drainage system is undoubtedly the 
solution,” Cr Rush said.

Council Plans Not Acceptable
“Government subsidies of $16,000 were 
allocated in January and October 1969 
to the Council for such works on the 
initiative of Ken May.
“The money is still available from the 
Treasury.
“Plans submitted by the Council are not 
acceptable to the Government.
“The Council has been advised that the 
Department of Health is concerned 
with the high pollution level caused by 
discharge of dry weather sullage flows 
from drainage systems during low flows 
in the river, such as in the 67/68 drought, 
when untreated water presented a real 
danger to health.
“The Department says the drains 
would have to be designed to prevent 
admission to the river of domestic 
sullage and septic tank effluent which 
is considered difficult if not impossible.

“Treatment for household drainage 
only is not warranted.”

‘Packaged’ Sewage Treatment
“The Department of Health refers to the 
present consideration being given by 
the Board of Works to the provision of 
sewerage for rapidly developing areas 
within the fringe of the metropolis.
“It makes mention of a proposal that 
these areas packaged sewage treatment 
surrounding plants which would then 
be a period of ten years as the Board’s 
main sewers are extended as part of the 
main South Eastern Sewerage Scheme.
“It  appears  that  both drainage 
and sewerage schemes will come 
eventually.
“Sewerage could be treated at a central 
point, so that all the catchment areas 
of the township would need to be 
connected, presumably by sewer 
drains near the river.
“What with rock and other difficulties 
a rough estimate of the capital cost 
is $700 to $1,000 for each block, 
either occupied or vacant,” Cr. Rush 
concluded.
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Open letter to Manningham Council
To Whoever is dealing with these stuff 
ups.
I cannot believe the total incompetence 
of this council.

You have approved roadworks or you 
yourself are conducting roadworks, at the 
same time, at both ends of Warrandyte.

Today — May 25, 2021 — there are 
roadworks in Falconer Road, Park 
Orchards.

These start just prior to school runs and 
morning peak.

These have been going for two days. 

On their own it is a disaster.

But today, you have roadworks in Yarra 
street, Warrandyte at exactly the same 
time.

It is a disgrace.

Both ends of Warrandyte were in total 
gridlock.

Then, I find out that some of the shop 
keepers in Warrandyte were not informed 
of the roadworks and customers could not 
access their shops.

This is the second time within months 
that this has happened to our poor shop 
keepers.

At 3pm, my son was driving a work truck 
with a trailer and excavator and it took 
him 25 minutes to cross the Warrandyte 
Bridge.

The stop/go worker had no idea how to 
negate the flow of traffic.

There needs to be some consultation 
between these roadwork contractors and 
strict times allocated for their operation.

Add to the mix of the roadworks at the 
Fitzsimons roundabout in Eltham and it 
is a complete and utter nightmare.

Please, can someone fix this problem 
if these types of roadworks are going to 
be ongoing.

Kim Dixon
Address supplied

Community rejects Taroona Avenue plan
By JAMES POYNER
RESIDENTS were left with more 
questions than answers last month 
when the plans for a long-delayed 
shared path upgrade along Taroona 
Avenue advertised a very different 
concept to what was originally 
proposed three years ago.

The original plan involved an 
asphalt path with a kerb running the 
length of Taroona Avenue, except 
for a section of boardwalk near the 
small oval.

The updated plan is a shared 
pedestrian/bicycle path running the 
length of Taroona Avenue, separated 
from the road by kerb and channel.

The Diary asked Council a number 
of questions last month regarding 
the updated plans, questioning the 
appropriateness of the new plans in 
reference to the character of the area 
and the confusing documentation 
regarding the apparant removal 

of trees, including the two mature 
manna gums at the corner of Everard 
Drive, which were to be retained in 
the initial plans

Council was unable to get a response 
to us in time for the May 2021 edition 
of Warrandyte Diary, but has now 
supplied a reply.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew 
Conlon told the Diary the path is 
now part of Council’s Bicycle Strategy 
Plan 2013.

“This is an exciting project as it 
delivers on Council’s long-term 
Bicycle Strategy Plan 2013, working 
towards providing a fully integrated 
and continuous trail.

“We started engaging with our 
community in 2017, asking for 
feedback on the layout and design.

“After considering the feedback, 
including concerns with the impact 
on vegetation, we have reworked the 
design and layout and have more 

recently gone back out to nearby 
residents with an updated design.”

“The proposed design is for a 2.5m 
wide shared path that avoids all large 
significant indigenous trees along 
the roadside, with eight sapling trees 
identified for possible removal.

“We are keen to ensure that the final 
design fits with the aesthetics of the 
local area following feedback from 
the community.”

“A detailed arboriculture assessment 
to determine the ecological value and 
impact of the works on adjacent trees 
and referenced a Cultural Heritage 
Management assessment for the area 
is now underway.

“Improving our liveability, providing 
safe and accessible connections that 
encourage recreation and minimises 
reliance and use of vehicles continues 
to be a key activity of Council”, Cr 
Conlon said.

Despite what council says, it is 

clear that residents are not happy 
with the proposed plans with local 
cyclists exacerbated at the absurdity 
of having a fully engineered curb and 
channel shared bike path along a 200 
metre stretch of road which only really 
gets busy on market and community 
sports days — when both sides of the 
road become a car park.

A number of concerned residents 
have flagged the danger of the path 
crossing the road at First Street.

The crossing is half-way down a hill 
and in a blind spot for any oncoming 
vehicles.

W a r r a n d y t e  C o m m u n i t y 
Association has informed the Diary it 
is seeking to meet with council on the 
community’s behalf with president, 
Terry Tovey calling on council for 
further consultation.

“The current proposal seeks to do 
too much with what is a constrained 
roadway with the consequence that 

no one is happy with the result.
“Identifying Taroona Avenue as 

part of the bicycle network seems 
misguided when there are much 
more urgent bicycle link priorities, 
such as that between Warrandyte 
and the Yarra Trail from Beasley’s 
Nursery.

“The Council needs to look for a less 
intrusive solution for Taroona Avenue 
which better protects the streetscape 
and environment and which meets 
the community’s continuing need for 
adequate parking and safe pedestrian 
access,” he said.

Ensuring our cyclists are safe 
on the roads is important, but the 
real missing link is the connection 
between Warrandyte High School and 
the Mullum Mullum Trail at Beasleys.

The Diary, the WCA and the broader 
community request Council makes 
linking Warrandyte safely to the 
Mullum Mullum trail its priority.

Arundel Road residents cheesed off at rat-runners
By SANDI MILLER
RESIDENTS OF Arundel Road in Park 
Orchards have applied to Council to 
have their road closed to through 
traffic.

At the May 25 Manningham Council 
meeting, Council supported, in 
principle, the permanent closure 
of Arundel Road (west) to through 
traffic at the intersection of Park 
Road.

A petition from residents was tabled 
at the meeting, where Council then 
heard that traffic volumes have 
increased during the Knees Road 
roadworks, as motorists look to avoid 
congestion linked to the works.

Extensive traffic management 

devices were installed along the 
section of road when constructed in 
the 1990s, however residents are still 
experiencing traffic concerns and 
dangers.

Residents of Arundel Road have 
raised extensive concerns and 
objections to the construction of 
a roundabout at the intersection 
of Knees Road and Arundel Road 
and are extremely concerned about 
Arundel Road being increasingly 
and dangerously used as a rat-run; 
particularly by school parents and 
residents avoiding traffic congestion.

Council officers held an on-site 
meeting with residents prior to the 
council meeting.

Residents at the street-meeting 

requested the permanent closure 
of Arundel Road at Park Road, 
indicating that the closure of the road 
would prevent through traffic using 
this section of Arundel Road making 
it safer for pedestrians to walk along 
the road pavement.

Several reported near misses and 
three accidents of children being hit 
by cars rushing along Arundel Road 
have occurred.

In the most recent incident in 
April, a child was struck on his bike 
at the intersection of Park Road 
and Arundel Road by a driver using 
Arundel Road as a cut through.

Residents told council officers 
that the street is too narrow and has 
chicanes and speed humps to deter 

this traffic — this is unfortunately not 
enough of a deterrent.

Residents have noted parents 
running late for school drop off/pick 
up rush at dangerous speeds down 
Arundel Road and residents believe 
the new roundabout at Arundel Road 
will only compound this issue. 

The street was originally a private 
road and was set up and built 
accordingly, as well as originally 
designed as a “no through road”.

Other mitigation and pedestrian 
safety measures were considered, 
including the construction of a 
footpath along one side of Arundel 
Road.

Residents said they rejected this 
idea as they did not wish to change 

the streetscape or impact existing 
vegetation.

Cr Carli Lange has been advocating 
for the residents of Arundel Road, 
she told the Diary: “The residents are 
asking for the opportunity to provide 
a delegation to represent the street 
in the consultation process and have 
strong support in the street for this 
Road Closure solution”.

The road closure would include 
a turnabout area, to facilitate large 
vehicle movements, such as waste 
collection vehicles.

The implementation of the road 
closure is still contingent on a report 
being obtained from the Department 
of Transport and agreement from 
emergency services agencies.

Road work frustration Bridge bus bay response
Dear Diary,
RE: A Disaster Waiting to Happen, 
Warrandyte Diary, May 2021

I can’t believe I’m reading this.

This exposes the hypocrisy of the 
righteous Warrandyte environmental 
NIMBY elite who would advocate for 
improvements to public transport as 
long as it doesn’t impede their amenity 
as they see it.

The complainant is attempting to raise the 
spectre of “public amenity” and “public 
safety” to further his own issues with the 
buses which is a disgrace and a nonsense.

I note seemingly abandoned vehicles 
parked in strategic locations over very 
long periods to frustrate the movement 
of buses into the holding zone.

I happen to know a driver who works 
on the Warrandyte route, who tells of 
harassment and photos taken of bus 
numbers et cetera.

It is some 45m from the front of a parked 
bus to the pedestrian crossing which is 
ample for safety.

Whether Mr Wierbowski likes it or not, 
Yarra Street is a transport corridor and 
more so now that the bridge has an extra 
lane.

The bridge roundabout has been a 
terminus for the citybound bus route for 
decades.

My suggestion is the complainant et al 
should consider moving.

Michael Dawson
Warrandyte

Letters to the Diary must include full name, address and 
phone number, even if not intended for publication. Content 
may be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

your say

Better biking
Dear Diary
I was very interested to read your article 
in the latest Diary highlighting the traffic 
congestion and jams along Yarra Street 
[The Trouble with Traffic, May 2021], with 
most motorists turning to travel north in 
the afternoon.

Hoping for another Yarra River crossing 
has been on a wish list for well over 40 
years, but sadly most suitable options 
back then have since been sold off for 
development!

However, I was interested in your 
comment “cycling to Ringwood or Eltham 
may also be an option ... perhaps making 
a small difference to traffic ...” 

What a wonderful idea to encourage 
cycling to one’s nearest public transport, 
but of course this can only happen if 
bicycle lanes or suitable road shoulders 
were available.

I would be most interested to know 
whether a push for safer bike riding 
facilities in our area is being addressed 
and assume that improvements would be 
a shared cost by Manningham, Nillumbik 
and VicRoads?

Regards 
Elise Berry
North Warrandyte



JULY 3

4 Warrandyte Diary JUNE 2021

Melbourne locked-down once again

Nillumbik unveils pandemic recovery plan 

By JAMES POYNER
METROPOLITAN Melbourne braced 
for bad news on Wednesday, June 2 
when the inevitable announcement 
came that they would have to endure 
another seven-days of lockdown.

The highly infectious “Kappa” variant 
of COVID-19 arrived in Melbourne via 
a hotel quarantine breach in South 
Australia, in early May.

In in the last week of May, the outbreak 
reached 60 cases, encompassing 
exposure sites numbering more than 
350 across Melbourne and Regional 
Victoria.

Locally, there have been no reported 
cases in Warrandyte, although a burger 
bar in Doncaster Shoppingtown 
and a popular petrol station in East 
Doncaster were listed as exposure sites 
late in the outbreak.

F o l l o w i n g  W e d n e s d a y ’ s 
announcement,  Acting Premier 
James Merlino highlighted just how 
frighteningly contagious the Kappa is.

“To date, the approach has been to 
track the spread through friends, family 
and workmates.

“People spending time together for 
minutes and hours — not seconds.

“What we’re seeing now is something 
else — something even more serious.

“At least one in 10 current cases have 
caught this virus from a stranger.

“People brushing against each other 
in a small shop.

“Getting a take-away coffee from the 
same cafe.

“Being in the same place, at the same 
time for mere moments.

“Just walking past someone you’ve 
never met can mean the virus is 
jumping to a whole new network.

“And when you don’t know someone 
— you don’t know their name or where 
they live — you’re looking for one 
person in 6.6 million,” he said.

Local businesses, such as Warrandyte 
IGA and Grand Hotel Warrandyte were 
both impacted by the 2020 lockdowns, 
both financially and emotionally.

This latest lockdown is throwing 
new challenges at Melburnians on a 
daily basis, as we go to press, there are 
more than 70 active cases related to 

this latest outbreak and recent news 
that the Delta variant of COVID-19 — 
which is also highly infectious — has 
also been detected.

As we enter the final five days of the 
extended lockdown, health authorities 
race to link mystery cases in this 
outbreak.

For the local Warrandyte economy, 
lockdown is particularly hard.

Our bustling restaurant and café 
strewn high street is eerily quiet and 
new rules around the mandatory 
requirement to check in with the 
Government QR code system is 
causing additional queues at cafes 
and supermarket entrances.

It is now mandatory for all customer 
facing retail businesses to record 
whoever enters their premises, even if it 
is only for a few minutes — businesses 
can take paper records if a customer is 
unable to use the QR code system, and 
businesses who are found in breach of 
following the new mandatory QR code 
tracking rules could face a fine.

Five reasons to leave home
Under the new lockdown rules, locals 

have to, once again, adhere to:
• 10 kilometre radius
• Some school students on remote 

learning
• Limits on weddings and funerals
• Playcentres, gyms, entertainment 

venues, hair and beauty and 
tourism closed.

• Community sport cancelled
• Restaurants and cafes restricted to 

take away service
• Visitor restrictions on aged care 

facilities and hospitals
There are now five reasons to leave 

home; essential shopping, exercise 
(two hours maximum per day with 
one other person), care and caregiving, 
authorised work, and vaccination.

As of Friday, June 4, the lockdown 
of late May changed slightly — once 
again Melbourne and Regional Victoria 
(RV) were separated by rules and 
although the “ring of steel” has not 
been reinstated, retail businesses close 
to Melbourne are being asked to check 
IDs of all their customers to ensure 

people aren’t, effectively, breeching 
Melbourne quarantine.

Checking into the Government’s 
QR code system will now also be 
mandatory anyone who enters any 
retail premises for any duration, even 
if it is less than 15 minutes.

The Acting Premier acknowledged 
this was going to be tough, but stated 
it was necessary.

“No one wants to be here.
“And I know this news is tough for 

every Victorian, every family and every 
business in this state.

“But the Chief Health Officer has no 
choice but to give this advice.

“And the Government has no choice 
but to follow it.

“If we don’t, this thing will get away 
from us and people will die.

“No one wants to repeat last winter.
“To stop that from happening, we 

need every Victorian to follow the 
rules, to get tested and to get vaccinated 
when it’s your turn.

“We can do this, but we need to do it 
together,” he said.

Some good news
While we settle into the second week 

of lockdown, Years 11 and 12, as well 
as any student taking a Unit 3 / 4 VCE 
or VCAL subject have returned to the 
classroom at this most crucial time 
and some outdoor businesses, such 
as landscaping, gardening, painting, 
et cetera have been reclassified as 
“authorised” businesses for the 
extended lockdown.

The State Government has also 
added an additional $209 million to 
its business support package, raising 
the funding to nearly $450 million to 
support businesses impacted by the 
lockdown in the form of a series of 
grants.

New support package for 
businesses

The aptly named Circuit Breaker 
Business Support Package aims to help 
up to 90,000 businesses affected by the 
current lockdown.

However, there is a catch, one of 
the requirements for accessing the 
Business Costs Assistance Program 

funds is that the business must be 
registered for GST, as of May 27, 2021.

As many businesses know, if your 
annual turnover is below $75,000 then 
registering for GST is optional.

Not-for-profits which have an 
annual turnover between $75,000 and 
$150,000 and meet the other grant 
requirements can also apply for the 
Business Costs Assistance Program.

The package is divided into three 
initiatives:

• Business Costs Assistance Program
• Licensed Hospitality Venue Fund
• Support for events operators

In its original form, the package 
would see $190M funnelled into a 
second round of the Business Costs 
Assistance Program, offering grants 
of $2,500 for eligible businesses 
directly affected by the lockdown’s 
industry restrictions; this includes 
restaurants and cafes, event suppliers, 
accommodation providers, and non-
essential retail.

A new round of the Licenced 
Hospitality Venue Fund will see $40.7M 
provided to businesses with a liquor 
license and food certificate, distributed 
in grants of $3,500 per premises.

With the extension of the lockdown 
and an additional $209M package, 
e l i g i b l e  b u s i n e s s e s,  w h o  f i n d 
themselves in a second week of 
lockdown will have access to additional 
funds.

Businesses which are still unable to 
open will be able to apply for a $5,000 
grant while licenced hospitality venues 
applying for the Licensed Hospitality 
Venue Fund, who find themselves still 
unable to operate, will be able to apply 
for a $7,000 per premises.

It is important to note, if you were 
unable to open for the first week of 
lockdown but are now able to operate, 
you will still be able to claim a share of 
the business support package, but only 
for the original amount.

For operators in the events industry 
who have been impacted financially 
by the lockdown, they will have access 
to a share of a $20M support scheme.

At the announcement, Mr Merlino 

said this new package will help 
businesses stay open in the long term.

“The circuit-breaker action will keep 
Victorians safe and protect businesses 
and jobs — but we know it’s not easy 
shutting your doors and putting your 
plans on hold.

“This support will help businesses pay 
the bills and maintain their workforce 
as best they can, as we work together 
to get through this challenge,” he said.

Minister for Small Business, Jaala 
Pulford added: “small businesses 
are crucial to our economy and 
beyond dollar and cents, important 
contributors to local communities — 
we’re proud to stand with them and 
their workers.”

Emergency essentials in 
Warrandyte

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
is launching its new food relief service 
on Wednesday, June 9.

Any locals who are struggling to 
keep food on the table during the 
pandemic  can collect an essentials 
hamper on Wednesdays, at Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House, Webb Street, 
from June 9.

See story Page 14 for further details. 
Businesses can visit business.

vic.gov.au/grants-and-programs/
circuit-breaker-business-support-
package for further information and 
to register for some of the package — 
most grants opened for application 
on Thursday, June 3, and are open 
for three weeks.

By SUSAN FOREMAN 
AS WE ALL stand together during 
the ongoing battle with COVID-19, 
Nillumbik Shire Council has released 
a critical new “roadmap” to support 
the community in its recovery from 
the pandemic.

The Nillumbik Community Pandemic 
Recovery Plan 2021-22 was endorsed 
at last week’s Council meeting, just 
prior to the Shire going into its fourth 
lockdown in a bid to contain the latest 
outbreak of the virus.

The plan outlines Council’s initial 
response, along with the actions it 
will take to ensure the Nillumbik 
community can recover as restrictions 

continue to evolve and life shifts to a 
“COVID normal”.

The plan is based on four main 
themes which guide the recovery 
process:

• Inclusion
• Healthy Environments
• Healthy Behaviours
• Employment and Education

The plan’s actions span across several 
areas of Council, and will be supported 
by State and Federal Government 
initiatives, and those delivered by 
community organisations and local 
partners.

While this plan addresses the short 

to medium term approach to recovery, 
Council says it recognises there will 
be longer term pandemic impacts, 
which will be addressed through the 
Council Plan and Municipal Health & 
Wellbeing Plan.

Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said 
Council’s approach throughout the 
pandemic had been comprehensive 
and collaborative, and would continue 
to be so.

“Collaboration is a key principle 
of any work we do, and is especially 
the case for pandemic recovery,” Cr 
Perkins said.

He said Council’s approach is 
reflected in this plan, which highlights 

Council’s critical role in service 
delivery and in advocating to other 
levels of government on behalf of our 
community.

“It will be a critical roadmap as we, 
alongside our community, navigate 
what continues to be a highly volatile 
and unpredictable environment.”

Cr Perkins acknowledged the 
resilience and resourcefulness of the 
Nillumbik community, which has 
come to the fore on many occasions 
over the years, whether in the face of 
fire, flood or now, pandemic.

“Nevertheless, the challenges of 
the past 18 months have been like 
nothing we’ve previously experienced 

and have, not surprisingly, taken their 
toll,” he said.

“Council recognises that pandemic 
response, relief and recovery are all 
dynamic.

“Therefore, Council is committed to 
shift and adjust its approach where 
required, based on local need and the 
direction of the State Government.”

The plan was largely developed 
based on the survey results from 
the Together in Nillumbik survey, 
conducted last year with healthAbility, 
an independent, community health 
organisation.
To view the plan visit nillumbik.vic.
gov.au/pandemic-recovery-plan
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Keeping our community safe

A symbol of community spirit and optimism

By STEPHEN BENDLE
WE HAVE ALL heard a lot about 
vaccines lately.

They have been around since the 
late 18th century when used to fight 
smallpox.

There is a pretty strong push for 
all Australians to get the COVID-19 
vaccination as soon as they can.

Some in our community might 
choose not to; but to avoid future 
lockdowns, protect the vulnerable 
among us, ease the stress on our health 
system and enjoy the wonders of 
international travel again, we are being 
encouraged to line up and get the jab.

There are a million websites to 
review, but the Diary thought we would 
go straight to those in our community 
who know best, our doctors, starting 
with Dr Garth Cooze, GP at Warrandyte 
Medical Centre, just prior to the latest 
outbreak.

“It is understandable that some 
people are apprehensive about a 
vaccine which has not been around 
for a long time.

“It is important to note, when making 

decisions about COVID-19 vaccination, 
that the risks posed by the vaccinations 
are infinitesimally small and are by far 
outweighed by their inherent benefits.

“Vaccinations have been hailed by 
infectious disease experts as one of the 
safest forms of medicine.

“As we are heading into the winter 
months, we face a significant and very 
real threat in this country, as we have 
seen across Europe, of virus surge in 
the community again.

“This virus, as with most respiratory 
viruses, thrives during the colder 
months.

“In light of this, it is important not to 
be complacent — this pandemic, is still 
very real and we remain in a precarious 
position (notwithstanding Australia’s 
clear successes).

“Our principal exit strategy remains 
en-masse vaccination.

“I would urge people not to delay or 
be complacent with this.

“We encourage members of the 
community to get vaccinated, to 
protect ourselves, our families and also 
the wider community.

“This will pave the way to some 
sustainable semblance of normality.”

Dr Paul Proimos from Goldfields 
Family Medical Centre told the Diary 
their practice is proud to be part of the 
biggest vaccination rollout in Australian 
history.

He encouraged all locals to be 
vaccinated as soon as they can.

“ G o l d f i e l d s  M e d i c a l  C e n t r e 
c o m m e n c e d  t h e i r  C O V I D - 1 9  
Vaccination Clinics in April and are 
currently working through our waiting 
list.”

Th e  D i ar y  a l s o  a s ke d  o n e  o f 
Wa r r a n d y t e’s  m o s t  c e l e b r a t e d 
scientists, Professor Doug Hilton AO, 
who is the Director of the Walter 
and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical 
Research in Melbourne and Head of 
the Department of Medical Biology at 
the University of Melbourne.

Coincidentally, when we spoke to 
him, he had just received his first 
vaccine.

“For me, growing up in Warrandyte 
meant being looked after by the whole 
community, which was such a privilege.

“In 2021, by the far the best way 
we can look after everyone in our 
community is to get vaccinated.

“The vaccines against Sars-Cov-2 are 
among the safest and most effective 
vaccines ever developed.

“The side-effects that have been 
reported so prominently in the media 
are incredibly rare — much rarer than 
the side-effects of medicines we use 
routinely.

“Please get vaccinated as soon as you 
are eligible — through your GP or at a 
mass vaccination centre.

“Both the AstraZeneca and Pfizer 
vaccines will reduce your likelihood 
of getting infected by Sars-Cov-2 and 
they will reduce the severity of illness 
if you are infected.

“A single dose of either vaccine is 
more than 80 per cent effective at 
preventing admission to hospital and 
preventing death from COVID-19.

“The second booster dose will greatly 
increase this protection.

“In addition, both vaccines greatly 
reduce the chance of passing the virus 
on to someone else.

“Vaccination is a win for you and a 
win for the community,” said Doug.

For further information about 
v a c c i n e s,  w h e re  t o  g e t  t e s t e d 
or current exposure sites, visit : 
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

By JAMES POYNER
JOAN DENISION’S fence post Iso 
Chooks have returned to the streets 
of Eltham, Warrandyte, St Kilda, and 
beyond, as a symbol of community 
spirit.

Last year, Joan, who has a passion 
for art and fashion, began painting 
chicken characters on old fence 
palings.

These cheerful Iso Chooks became 
an overnight success and what started 
as a distraction for her street soon saw 
Joan painting thousands of Iso Chooks 
which now adorn gardens and shop 
fronts all over Eltham.

The Diary asked owners of Iso 
Chooks to send in pictures of their 
proudly placed pictoral poultry.

Marg and Michael Weston’s “Three 

Tenors” from the Woodridge area 
of Eltham told us a little about the 
journey their three Iso Chooks have 
been on.

“We are a very theatrical and musical 
family and love working in and 
attending the Opera.
We couldn’t resist calling our chooks 
The Three Tenors (they cost $10 each).
Each of our four adult kids have an 
Iso Chook, so they are bringing smiles 
in St Kilda, East Malvern, Ivanhoe 
and Elizabeth Bay NSW.
Another was gifted to a dear friend 
in Windermere, Tasmania and is 
greatly loved down there!”

Joans Chooks are also being given to 
new Australian Citizens at Nillumbik 
Citizenship ceremonies.

Photo: Marg and Michael Weston

Doug gettiing his vaccine 
(photo supplied)

Photo: Toto Nakayama Photo: Sandi Miller

Photo: Joan Denison



Free Information Sessions

Staying Well As We Age Series:
Part 1: Managing Anxiety and Stress  
Date Friday 11 June 
Time 11am – 12.30pm

Location Eltham Library
Bookings staying-well-managing-
anxiety.eventbrite.com.au

Part 2: Managing Low Mood
Date Friday 9 July
Time 11am – 12.30pm

Location Eltham Library
Bookings staying-well-managing-
mood.eventbrite.com.au

Part 3: Memory Concerns, Dementia Risk Factors and 
Prevention Strategies
Date Friday 10 September  
Time 11am – 12.30pm

Location Diamond Valley Library
Bookings memory-concerns-dementia.
eventbrite.com.au

Living Your Best Life: Advance Care Planning  
Learn how to create a plan to document your preferences for future health care 
for a time where you may no longer be able to communicate your decisions.  
Date Thursday 24 June 
Time 10am – 11am

Location Diamond Creek Living & 
Learning Nillumbik   
Bookings advance-care-planning-
nillumbik.eventbrite.com.au 

Dying Matters:
All You Need To Know About Palliative Care 
Learn about palliative care and how to enable people who are living with a life-
limiting illness to live their best lives and have dignity in death.
Date Tuesday 20 July
Time 11am – 12pm

Location
Hurstbridge Community Hub 
Bookings palliative-care-nillumbik.
eventbrite.com.au

Bringing Death to Life:
Grieving and Celebrating Life  
Join us to talk about death and dying, and how to support bereavement in 
celebration of Dying to Know Day.
Date Friday 6 August  
Time 1.30pm – 3pm

Location Bridges Restaurant, 
Hurstbridge
Bookings grief-and-bereavement.
eventbrite.com.au

Nillumbik Shire Council, in 
collaboration with St Vincent’s 
Healthy Ageing Service, is 
presenting a series of three free 
information sessions to support 
our mental health as we age. 
Morning tea will be provided.
For more information call
9433 3138 or email
agedcare@nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Nillumbik Shire Council, in 
collaboration with Banksia 
Palliative Care Service, is offering 
a series of free information 
sessions.
Morning tea will be provided.
For more information call
9433 3138 or email 
agedcare@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
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Nillumbik needs your input on Local Laws

Graffiti — Confusion on 
reporting and removal

By DAVID HOGG
NILLUMBIK Council has begun 
an extensive period of community 
consultation on a review of their Local 
Laws.

Local Laws are specific to the 
municipality in which they are drafted, 
so they must reflect the values and 
nature of the Shire and be put to the 
community for comment.

They cover areas such as safe and 
fair use and enjoyment of public 
places and roads, regulation of street 
activities, keeping and control of 
animals, regulation of building sites, 
control of refuse, rubbish and soil, 
standards for building works, use of 
fireworks, trail bikes, et cetera.

The legalisation which will be 
impacted by this review is Amenity 
Local Law 2013 and Infrastructure 
Assets Local Law 2013.

Council has produced a discussion 
paper which reflects issues raised by 
the community in recent years and 
includes:

• Use of drones over private and 
public land

• Use of barbed wire and fencing that 
could be harmful to wildlife

• Landing and taking off of 
helicopters

• Single-use plastics
• Political signage

• Barking dogs
• Abandoned shopping trolleys
• Spray can paint sales
• Smoking in public
• Sale and use of glyphosate weed 

killer and other harmful chemicals

Following feedback, a draft Local 
Law document will be produced in 
August.

This first stage of the review process 
allows the community to be proactive 
in having their say about Local Laws 
which will potentially be in force for 
the next 10 years.

Council is inviting the community to 
read the discussion paper then to have 
their say via the participate Nillumbik 
platform.

Mayor  Peter  Perkins  said  he 
anticipates the Local Laws Review may 
yield the biggest response from the 
community of all the projects Council 
will engage on this year.

“This is an opportunity to draft better 
Local Laws.

“We’re undertaking a significant 
community consultation and want to 
hear from as many people as possible.

“This is legislation that affects every 
resident in one way or another, and 
with the review only occurring once 
every 10 years, it’s important to take 
this opportunity to tell us what is 
important to you now and to think 
about the future,” he said.

Ideas submitted as part of the review 
will be shared for discussion and 
feedback from the community.

Feedback is required by 5pm, July 
2 on the discussion points and other 
topics you would like to see considered.

The Diary reached out to local 
community groups for comment on 
the Local Law Review, Max Parsons, 
Nillumbik PALs provided the Diary 
with the following statement:

“PALs will be making a submission 
to council in relation to changes to 
local laws.

It is our view that local laws should 
not be used to further deep green 
or ideological agendas that are 
now entrenched within Nillumbik 
Council.
Local Laws should, like any planning 
or control issue, be considered with 
a view to decreasing red tape and 
restrictions, not the opposite.
Local Laws represent a potential 
m e a n s  f o r  b u r e a u c r a t s  a n d 
councillors to run personal agendas 
without the proper oversight of 
Government or the community.
For example, the mooted changes 
to farm fencing would be a return 
to the controls that were pursued by 
the council of 2012–2016 through 
the failed, flawed and Government 
r e j e c t e d  p l a n n i n g  s c h e m e 
amendment C101.
W hilst  there is  no issue with 
prohibiting the use of barbed wire in 
any new fencing, the other mooted 
controls of fence type, location and a 
requirement for gaps in the fencing 
for the passage of wildlife, are a covert 
assault on farming and grazing 
towards the underlying agenda of 
banning farming and legitimate 
rural pursuits within the RCZ.”
W a r r r a n d y t e  C o m m u n i t y 

Association (WCA) President Terry 
Tovey told the Dair y  the WCA 
welcomed the Review and urged 

all Nillumbik residents to consider 
whether there are any matters they 
feel could be addressed through better 
local legislation.

He then went on to say:
“Fol low ing a  recently  lapsed 
application to set up a private 
helipad in the Green Wedge the 
WCA will be raising the matter of 
private helicopter operation within 
the Green Wedge.
Apart from the impact of noise on 
neighbours the previous application 
could have seriously interfered with 
wildlife, including nesting eagles.
Another important Green Wedge 
matter is the management of grazing 
animals.
Grazing animals, especially those 
that are more akin to pets than 
agricultural animals, can pose a 
threat to bushland habitat if they are 
allowed to graze in bushland.
In the interests of protecting native 
animal habitat and biodiversity these 
animals need careful management 
to ensure they feed only on cleared 
grazing land.”
Friends of Nillumbik were also 

approached for comment but have 
deferred comment at this time.
Visit participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/local-laws to have your say on 
these important issues.

By DAVID HOGG
GRAFFITI continues to be an 
ongoing problem in the community 
with North Warrandyte having been 
hit hard recently and graffiti left in 
place for over a month.

The extensive graffiti on Armco 
guard rails on Research-Warrandyte 
Road was reported promptly to 
Nillumbik Council in mid-April, but 
the caller was advised that being on 
a main road the responsibility for 
removal rested with the Department 
of Transport’s (DoT) VicRoads.

Although Nillumbik promised to 
pass the information on to VicRoads, 
no action to remove it was taken, 
and we wonder if this is because this 
ugly graffiti did not contain racist or 
offensive language and therefore falls 
into a lower priority category.

So, after a month, a resident in 
the area took matters into his own 
hands and painted over the graffiti in 
grey paint, in a similar way to which 
vigilant residents south of the river 
had cleaned up graffiti in previous 
years when their complaints to 
council went unheeded.

As one local resident told us: “It’s 
a terrible situation when it takes a 
proud elderly citizen to remove the 
ugly work of vandals”.

The action of removing graffiti is 
a reasonably efficient mechanism,  
provided that the responsible 
authority knows about it.

Residents should report all graffiti 
sightings to their local council where 
this is on council-maintained roads 
or property, but to VicRoads if the 
offending item is on a main road or 
its infrastructure.

Graffiti should also be reported 
to the police either by calling 000 if 
you witness the act in progress or by 
calling your local police station or 
the Police Assistance Line (131 444).

If you wish to report anonymously, 
call Crime Stoppers (1800 333 000).

The Diary reached out to DoT for 
comment on the local graffiti issue.

“The graffiti vandalism on roads in 
the Warrandyte area is an ongoing 
frustration for the DoT and the 
community, and the removal of 
vandalism is time and money that 
could be better spent elsewhere 
across the arterial network.

“Any graffiti considered racist, 
offensive, or as having road safety 
implications is removed as soon as 
possible and we will continue to 

monitor graffiti vandalism across 
the arterial network and prioritise 
its removal accordingly,” a DoT 
spokesperson said.

The DoT also supplied some 
interesting statistics.

VicRoads carries out regular 
inspections of roads and roadsides, 
and this financial year has removed 
1,180 tonnes of litter and cleaned 
more than 55,000 square metres of 
graffiti at a cost of $1.46 million.

Graffiti is prioritised for removal 
depending on its size and location on 
the road network or removed during 
network and infrastructure upgrades.

R o s a  Z o u z o u l a s,  E x e c u t i v e 
Manager, Planning and Community 
Safety, Nillumbik Council tells us: 
“Council provides a graffiti removal 
ser vice throughout the Shire, 
primarily targeted at high-profile or 
regularly hit areas.

“ F o r  g r a f f i t i  o n  r o a d s i d e 
i n f ra s t r u c t u re,  o u r  s t a n d a rd 
practice is to report the graffiti to 
the Department of Transport as 
the authority responsible for the 
maintenance of this infrastructure.

“Residents can report graffiti via the 
Snap, Send, Solve App, or Council’s 
website at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
report-a-problem.”

Victoria Police advised that they 
had no record of the specific instance 
in North Warrandyte as it appeared 
not to have been reported to police.

Our requests to them for advice on 
the more general question of how 
they were handling graffiti in the 
local area were not responded to by 
the time we went to press.

So, while there would seem to be 
reasonable and efficient processes in 
place for removing graffiti providing 
that the authorities know about it, 
when it comes to preventing it in 
the first place that is another matter 
entirely.

Even if an incident is captured on 
Council owned CCTV, it will only 
release the footage to police, at the 
police’s request.

It seems, community education 
and vigilance are our best weapons 
against graffiti.

If you know a tagger, talk to them 
and if you witness an instance of 
illegal graffiti, report it to the police 
and your local council.

A flow of inspiration from the Yarra
By BILL MCAULEY
HARPIST EMILY Rosner has visited 
the flowing waters of Warrandyte’s 
Yarra to gain inspiration for a piece 
of music she is currently composing. 

The music is entitled Flowing 
River Gentle Sea and will support a 
series of photographs taken of our 

Yarra by a local photographer.
Other still photographs of the ocean 

and a water temple in Bali will also 
feature in the video clip.

Emily has an established harp 
school called Angels on Strings where 
she imparts her knowledge to the 
next generation of music makers and 

those who have come to realise their 
life’s dream to play the harp.
Emily can be contacted for corporate 
function music, wedding music, 
harp and song writing lessons.
Emily Rosner mobile 0405 038 389
theharplab.com
emilyrosner@theharplab.com



Living  
& Learning 
Nillumbik
– where people share, 
learn and connect
Enrolments are open now for 
CHC30113 Certificate III in Early 
Childhood Education and Care, 
CHC33015 Cert III in Individual 
Support (Ageing, Home and 
Community) and CHC50113 
Diploma of Early Childhood 
Education and Care. 
These courses will be via an 
online blended delivery model. 
Early childhood centres and 
educators, we are now delivering 
CHC50113 Diploma of Early 
Childhood Education and Care via 
traineeship. Incentives and wage 
subsidies may apply for eligible 
employees. We have a range of 
workshops, courses and 
MakerSpaces available at our 
Neighbourhood House sites.
Please refer to our website, 
Facebook and Instagram for updates 
and to view classes on offer.

livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au 

info.livinglearning@ 
nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Participate Nillumbik
Council would like to hear 
from our community on a 
range of different projects
• Domestic Animal Management Plan
• Local Laws
• Arts and Culture
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Parenting Series
Find out about our range 
of information sessions 
and workshops for parents 
and carers
Including Autism Strategies for Parents 
on 14 June, How to Help Your Anxious 
Child on 23 June and New Dad Support 
Group on 5 July.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/parenting-hub

Seniors Festival grants
Applications for our one-off 
grants to celebrate the Victorian 
Seniors Festival are open
If your community group or organisation 
has an innovative community event or 
activity that celebrates healthy ageing, 
we want to hear from you!  
Closing 27 June.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ 
seniors-festival-grants-2021

Nillumbik  
Grants Hub
Take the guesswork out 
of searching for grants 
Nillumbik Grants Hub is your  
one-stop shop for federal, state, local 
government and philanthropic funding 
opportunities. Open to all local 
community groups, businesses,  

funding to deliver projects and 
initiatives for Nillumbik. 

To get started or learn more, visit 
nillumbik.grantguru.com.au

Advance Care Planning
Live your best life
What does living well mean to you? 
Advance Care Planning is about thinking 
and documenting your future health care 
preferences. Learn how to create 
your plan to live well with Banksia 
Palliative Care Service. 
Thursday 24 June, 10-11am.  
Diamond Creek Living & Learning,  
119 Cowin Street. 
Morning tea provided.

Book online at  
advance-care-planningnillumbik.
eventbrite.com.au

Eltham Library 
Community Gallery
Exhibitions from local artists
Including Lisa May and Emine Charlwood 
on display through 27 June.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ELCG

Nillumbik Prize for 
Contemporary Art
The Finalist Exhibition is 
now open at Montsalvat,  
7 Hillcrest Ave, Eltham.
Forty artists respond to the theme 
Return in a variety of mediums. See the 
winners and vote for your favourite.  
Until 1 July.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/NPCA

Community  
training calendar
A one-stop-shop for 
community groups, clubs 
and volunteers
Access a range of free training including 
volunteer recruitment, how to host a 
zoom meeting, marketing and media.
nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ 
community-training-program
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Tackling ageism benefits us all
By SANDI MILLER
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL has started 
a campaign to end ageism towards 
older people, after Council endorsed 
the Tackling Ag eism Tog ether : 
EveryAGE Counts in Melbourne’s East 
campaign in its last Council Meeting.

Challenging the stereotypes of older 
people, the campaign encourages 
people to speak up and take action.

Cr Anna Chen told the May 25 
Ordinary Council Meeting that like 
much of Melbourne’s population, 
Manningham’s population is ageing, 
with 27 per cent of residents aged 60 
or older.

“We will all be older one day,” she 
said.

“Ending ageism now will help end 
ageism towards our future selves”.

All nine councillors signed a pledge 
to stand for a world without ageism.

Manningham Mayor Cr Andrew 
Conlon said the last Census found 

there was a higher proportion of 
people aged over 60 in Manningham 
than in Greater Melbourne.

“While ageism can affect people of 
all ages, when it’s aimed towards older 
people, it often comes from negative 
attitudes and beliefs,” he said.

“It is unfortunate ageism towards 
older people is not often talked about.

“It is far more widespread than most 
of us realise and is fuelled by living in 
a society where youth is revered, and 
old age is feared.”

Cr Conlon said the campaign aims 
to start a conversation about ageism 
and change our attitudes about older 
people and getting older.

A g e i s m  i s  s t e r e o t y p i n g , 
discrimination and mistreatment 
based solely on a person’s age.

When directed towards older people, 
it affects the confidence, quality of life, 
job prospects, health and self-esteem 
of many, and in its extreme, can be a 
contributing factor in elder abuse.

C r  C h e n  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 
phenomenon of digital ageism.

“It is increasingly required in 
accessing information and taking 
part in the digital economy and going 
paperless”.

She said, while many older people 
are online, many still do not have 
access, or skills in using, the internet.

“Older people without skills are 
being locked out.”

She said for businesses, going 
paperless is a cost cutting measure, 
“but how much will they save doing 
this to the vulnerable community”.

Cr Chen said Council can take the 
lead in tackling digital ageism by 
providing various communication 
channels “including traditional paper 
and pen documents and letters”.

“ P r o v i d i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l 
communications is the practical 
first move to truly inform, consult, 
involve, collaborate and empower 
older people,” Cr Chen said.

Tackling Ageism Together: EveryAGE 
Counts in Melbourne’s East is a joint 
campaign with six other eastern 
metropolitan councils including 
Boroondara, Knox, Maroondah, 
Monash, Whitehorse and Yarra 
Ranges. 

It ties in with the national EveryAGE 
Counts campaign and is coordinated 

and supported by the Inner East 
Pr imar y Care Par tnership and 
supported by the Eastern Community 
Legal Centre.

To find out more, support this 
campaign and sign the pledge, 
visit manningham.vic.gov.au/age-
friendly-manningham. 

Firefighters’ winter warning to check chimneys
FIREFIGHTERS are urging residents to 
keep themselves safe by checking and 
maintaining their fireplaces, chimneys, 
fireboxes and flues. 

As the cold takes hold each year, 
the Victorian fire services see a large 
number of chimney fires from both 
fireplaces and wood heaters. 

In 2020, Country Fire Authority 
(CFA) and Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV) 
responded to 192 chimney fires, more 
than half of which (104) occurred 
during the winter months. 

CFA Chief Officer Jason Heffernan 
said winter is the perfect time to curl 

up in front of a warm fire, and with a 
few small tips Victorians could enjoy 
the activity safely. 

“Chimney fires can quickly turn into 
house fires so the few minutes spent 
now could be one of the most important 
fire safety actions you take this season,” 
he said. 

CO Heffernan urged Victorian 
h o u s e h o l d s  t o  hav e  c h i m n e y s 
professionally cleaned annually to 
avoid the build-up of creosote — a 
highly flammable black tar-like residue 
— that could clog chimneys.  

“Creosote is not only caused by 
general use, but it also can build up 
quicker if you are using incorrect fuels, 
such as green wood or treated timbers, 
so make sure you only burn dry, clean 

wood to reduce the risk of fire starting 
from a fireplace or wood heater,” he 
said. 

“Residents could also use a torch 
to check for creosote build-up or 
obstructions, and we urge everyone 
to always extinguish their fire before 
going to bed or leaving the house,” CO 
Heffernan said. 

Fire Rescue Commissioner Ken Block 
said it is also important to ensure 
gas heaters are being used safely and 
correctly.

He urged Victorians to have their gas 
heaters inspected and serviced by a 
qualified technician every two years 
to avoid a fire or carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 

“The colder months are some of the 

riskiest times of the year for fires in the 
home, and most of these fires can be 
prevented,” Commissioner Block said.  

“Taking a few moments to check your 
heaters and fireplaces before winter sets 
in could mean the difference between 
life and death for your family.  

“ It ’s  i m p o r t a nt  t o  re m e mb e r 
that no matter the season, having 
interconnected smoke alarms in all 
bedrooms and living areas can provide 
vital seconds to allow you and your 
family to escape in case of a fire,” 
Commissioner Block said.

Chimney and heating tips 
• Have chimneys cleaned annually 

and gas heaters inspected and 
serviced every two years. 

• A secure guard or fireproof screen 
should always be used to prevent 
sparks and wood from falling out of 
the fireplace and causing a fire or 
burn injury. 

• Never dry clothes or have 
flammable items such as curtains 
close to a heater or open fire — 
make sure they are positioned at 
least one metre away and constantly 
monitored to reduce risk of a fire. 

• Children and pets must be 
supervised near all types of heating. 
Maintain a safe distance between 
children and heating. 

• Always extinguish any open flames, 
and turn off heaters before going to 
bed or leaving the house. 

The Pledge
“I stand for a world without Ageism where all 
people of all ages are valued and respected and 
their contributions are acknowledged.
I commit to speak out and take action to ensure 
older people can participate on equal terms with 
others in all aspects of life.”
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Yarra Ward Report

Taroona Avenue 
DURING OUR short, sudden lockdown, 
it is clear that locals adore and use their 
beloved Taroona Avenue.

During daily walks, residents have 
shared their thoughts about Council’s 
Taroona Avenue footpath design and 
what is important to them.

The local  community  values ; 
environment protection, elements that 
are complimentary to the natural bush 
land, residents’ access and safety, and 
parking needs for Warrandyte Reserve 
and Warrandyte Riverside Market days.

I believe Council and the community 
has residents’ access and safety in 
mind, as well as environmental 
protection.

I like the new crossover point at the 
top of the Taroona Avenue hill, for 
pedestrians’ traffic visibility and safety.

I  have heard that community 
members would like the path to 
continue down the east-side along 
the Warrandyte Reserve lower oval in 
the form of a boardwalk design that 
is made from sustainable materials 
such as recycled plastic or metal, 
as they understand a timber board-
walk would not be practical from a 

sustainable maintenance perspective.
Residents have told me, as they   

walk up and down Taroona Avenue 
they can imagine a complementary 
material designed shared path that 
hugs the east side of Taroona Avenue 
near Warrandyte Reserve lower oval, 
which then crosses over to the west 
side of Taroona Avenue at the top of 
the hill, servicing First Street residents 
and other catchment connections and 
continues down to the river path.

I look forward to working with 
residents and Council on a shared 
path that prioritises environmental, 
residents’ and council’s needs.

Warrandyte canine residents 
Local residents adore walking their 

dogs off-lead along their beloved 
Warrandyte Yarra River for exercise 
as they both enjoy our natural 
s u r ro u n d i n g s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
connections.

As most Warrandyte dog owners will 
know, a section of the off-lead River 
Walk has recently become on-lead.

This section borders the new Lions 
Park area.

This change has been met with 
varying comments as the River Walk 
is much-loved by many dog owners 
and others.

Mrs Doreen Burge a respected 
local dog owner said: “This change in 
regulations highlights once again that 
Warrandyte — despite its vast open 
spaces — is very short on areas where 
dogs can be exercised safely off lead.

“The list of Manningham’s off-lead 
reserves at first glance looks long and 
generous, but explore further and you 
will find many are unsuitable due to 
proximity to busy roads, small size, 
presence of playgrounds (which have 
a 15-metre buffer zone to off-lead 
dogs), and distance from Warrandyte 
requiring residents to use their car to 

exercise themselves and their canine 
residents”.

I  agree,  the t ime is  r ight  for 
Manningham to consider dogs and dog 
owners — just as it does with cyclists, 
sports groups, bush walkers, and so on 
— and take some of the pressure off the 
loved-to-death River Walk, by adding 
some suitable local off-lead reserves.

After visiting late last year, the highly 
successful Dog Activity Centre in 
Donvale, I agree, it could be replicated 
in a Warrandyte location and would be 
appreciated by dogs and their owners.

Wonga Park Community Cottage
According to The Wonga Park 

Community Cottage website: The 
Wonga Park Community Cottage is a 
1950s orchardist cottage purchased by 
Lilydale Council in 1978 and was used 
as a meeting place for skill sharing.

Run by volunteers for over 10 years, 
which is a credit to the community 
spirit of dedicated volunteers, the 
cottage became an incorporated body 
in 1993.

With amalgamations in 1995, 
Wonga Park became part of the City of 
Manningham.

The area changed from a quiet 
semi-rural area of orchardists to an 
increasingly busy, largely residential 
community, requiring increased 
services.

M a n n i n g h a m  C i t y  C o u n c i l 
refurbished and extended the existing 
building, to create an integrated 
facility encompassing the Wonga Park 
Community Cottage, Childcare, the 
Burch Memorial Preschool, Wonga 
Park Playgroup and the Maternal and 
Child Health Service.

The new centre was opened in 2005.
This enables the community to 

have increased access to the cottage 
courses, activities and providing the 
cottage with the opportunity to expand 

and meet their ever-changing needs 
to this day.

I understand because of the closure 
of  the Wonga Park Community 
Shopping Village many years ago, 
and COVID times in 2020, the Wonga 
Park residents desperately required a 
community hub for social connections, 
mental health and communication 
— Wonga Park Community Cottage 
and Wonga Park Sports Precinct has 
become just that — a community hub 
for Wonga Parkians.

However, there is still a need for local 
essential service with a Community 
Shopping Village and a local coffee 
shop to “meet and greet” each other. 

I congratulate Manningham City 
Council for establishment of an urban 
design Pop-Up Park, in early 2021, 
outside the Wonga Park Community 
Cottage and congratulate the dedicated 
efforts and administration of the 

Wonga Park Community Cottage by 
manager Louise Schweiger.

Louise has spent considerable time 
and effort, seeking expressions of 
interests, to engage a roadside coffee 
van at the cottage and is pleased to 
announce coffee is available Saturday 
mornings 8:30am until Noon at the 
Wonga Park, Pop-Up Park, outside 
the Wong Park Community Cottage 
(COVID permitting).

The Wonga Park community, 
welcome Serena from Brew & Willow, 
with her cute, modern, vintage van.

Please support this wonderful new 
venture, so we can keep coffee flowing 
in Wonga Park.

If you are in the area with sporting 
activities, going for a walk or catching 
up with friends and residents, take a 
seat in our lovely new outdoor space 
at Wonga Park Community Cottage.

council notes

By CR. CARLI LANGE

Photo supplied



We have expanded
our hours!

Dr Rainbow Fung Dr Atiya Khalid

 Book online www.warrandytemc.com.au

 2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Phone  8844 0188

Dr Gareth Cooze Dr Marice Villasenor

Bulk Billing GPs

7am to 8pm
7am to 8pm
7am to 8pm
7am to 6pm
7am to 5pm
9am to 6pm
8am to 5pm

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

walk in patients
welcome

“Long term, reliable GPs you can trust”

Joining so
on

10 Warrandyte Diary JUNE 2021



JUNE 2021 Warrandyte Diary 11

Heart and soul of our community

Award of Merit for local historian

By SANDI MILLER
WE LOVE our pub.

In fact, we love our pub more than 
any other town in Victoria.

Grand Hotel Warrandyte has taken 
out the Heart of the Community 
award at the recent Australian Hotels’ 
Association Victorian awards.

The AHA Awards recognise venues 
who do over and above outstanding 
service and contributions to the 
industry and the community.

The Grand’s General Manager, 
Peter Appleby is rightly proud of this 
award, and of his Functions and Event 
manager, Nicole Irvine, who has taken 
out the Emerging Leader award at the 
same event.

“We nominated for six awards — 
then it goes through a mystery shopper 
process, and we were a finalist in all 
six of those awards, and the best part 
was, and you can’t nominate for the 
Best Overall Hotel, Metropolitan —  
on the back of our success during the 
program we were then elevated into 
that category, which was fantastic,” 
he said.

Peter said he is particularly excited 
to have taken out the Heart of the 
Community award.

“It is very dear to my heart, because 
we have been in this town a long, long 
time.

“I grew up in the town as well, so it 
is a pretty proud moment to snare that 
one for, not just myself, but also the 
team, and the community who has 
invested in us over the years, and we 
in them,” he said.

Peter said he nominated Nicole for 
the Emerging Leader of the Year.

“That was a CV and then interview 
process, and she nailed it, she got the 
top gong in the state as the emerging 
young leader.

“She is our Function and Events 
Manager but took on a hell of a lot 
more through lockdown last year, and 
once we reopened, I saw her advance 
her skills on the floor, and take a lot 
more management opportunities.

“I am very proud of her and what she 
went through last year in lockdown 
—  she chose to swim when others 
chose to sink — and that is not just 
here, that is across everywhere — and 
every industry.

“She self-educated, she did courses 

online to better herself and I think that 
shone through with the recognition of 
that award, so we are super proud of 
her,” Peter said.

Nicole told the Diary she was 
honoured when Peter chose to 
nominate her.

“Entering this award is not something 
I would usually do and was completely 
outside of my comfort zone.

“The support and encouragement I 
received from my team was incredible, 
it really helped me prepare for the 
judging process.

“When they read out my name to 
win the award, I was so shocked and 
so proud, I began to cry.

“I could not believe it — it is a 
moment I will never forget”.

Nicole said like everyone, she found 
2020 to be a challenge, with The Grand 
closed, she was not in a position where 
she could work from home.

“We all had the option of sitting back 
or stepping up and I chose to step up,” 
she said.

“Throughout lockdown, I  was 
determined to not let COVID beat me, 

and I took that time to better myself 
and my knowledge by signing up to as 
many training resources as possible.

“When we re-opened our doors in 
late October of 2020, I was prepared 
and ready to go.

“This award is a true testament and 
acknowledgment of all my hard work 
and dedication, and I could not be 
more proud of myself,” she said.

Nicole’s award includes a $10,000 
scholarship, which is a joint initiative 
from the Australian Government and 
the AHA Victoria.

She said the scholarship can be used 
on training courses or a hospitality 
experience, such as a seminar.

“I will use this opportunity to gain 
new skills, and grow as a hospitality 
professional,” she said.

Peter said the Grand is now eligible 
for the national awards, which are held 
in September in Tasmania.

“It would be great to be recognised 
not just in Victoria as the Heart of 
the Community, but in Australia, it 
would be pretty special for our little 
Warrandyte pub,” he said.

By MARGARET KELLY 
WARRANDYTE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
VALERIE POLLEY OAM has been a 
tireless volunteer for the Warrandyte 
Historical Society for many years and 
has been instrumental in furthering 
the development of the Society.

Val’s volunteer activities have 
included (but are certainly not 
limited to): Society Secretary for 
nine years; curating, researching and 
completing many displays including 
the new interpretation of our Gold 

Room display; developed and run 
tours of Warrandyte’s history; created 
and delivered the 40th Anniversary 
program of events in 2016; authored 
books for the Society including 
Wonderful Warrandyte; a regular 
archivist.

The list of achievements goes on, but 
there is not room here to list them all.

Needless to say, once she was 
nominated, the Royal Historical Society 
of Victoria (RHSV) had no hesitation in 
presenting such an impressive and 
“stand out” volunteer the RHSV Award 

of Merit for exceptional service to 
history in Victoria.

The Award was presented to Val at 
the RHSV AGM on May 18 by Elisabeth 
Jackson, Vice President and Richard 
Broome AM, President.

I am sure you will all join with the 
Committee in wishing Val hearty 
congratulations on this well-deserved 
award.
This story first appeared in the 
Warrandyte Historical Society 
newsletter.

Manningham Council 
marches with pride

By SUSAN FOREMAN
MANNINGHAM made a colourful 
presence at this year’s Midsumma 
Pride March, showing its support 
and commitment as a diverse 
and inclusive LGBTIQA+ friendly 
organisation.

Councillors, senior management, 
and staff across the organisations 
joined thousands of passionate 
supporters as they marched through 
the streets of St Kilda as part of the 
annual LGBTIQA+ festival.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew 
Conlon said this was the first time 
the organisation took part in the 
event.

“It was a great opportunity to 
connect directly with the broader 
LGBTIQA+ community,” he said.

“The initiative is consistent with 
our Diversity and Inclusion Action 
Plan and would bring benefits for 

employees and the community by 
building awareness and fostering 
inclusion.”

On IDAHOBIT Day (International 
Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, 
Intersexism and Transphobia), 
Monday, May 17, Manningham 
celebrated by raising the inclusive 
rainbow flag outside its Civic Centre.

“It’s important we show our 
commitment and vision for an 
inclusive workplace where everyone 
feels valued, respected and safe, and 
our differences are celebrated”, said 
Cr Conlon.

Manningham Council is also 
running a series of workshops with 
Transgender Victoria open to all 
staff.

The workshops would help staff 
better understand the important role 
Council play for a safe, respectful and 
inclusive workplace and community.

RHSV committee members Elizabeth Jackson (L) and Richard Broome (R) 
present Valerie Polley (C) with an RHSV Award of Merit 

Peter Appleby Peter Appleby and Nicole Irvine at the AHA Vic awards

Photo supplied



Manningham Council News

Manningham Civic Awards 
Nominations for the 2021 
Manningham Civic Awards are  
now open. 
If you know someone who has made 
exceptional contributions to the 
Manningham community through 
volunteer, paid or unpaid work, 
nominate them for this year’s award. 
For more information, including 
award categories and how to 
nominate, visit 

 manningham.vic.gov.au/ 
civic-awards

Discover hidden creatures  
at Stiggants Reserve  
Sunday 20 June, 10.00am to 
4.00pm
Together with the Arena Theatre, 
students at Warrandyte Primary 
School have used motion capture 
technology and created some 
amazing animated creatures 
‘hidden’ in Stiggants Reserve.
Bring the family down and use your 
smart devices to search for these 
creatures. Coffee van will be available 
on the day. 

  Siggants Reserve, Warrandyte

 manningham.vic.gov.au/
manningham-art-gallery 

HAVE YOUR SAY
Annual Budget 2021/22

Each year we seek community input 
on our budget and financial plans 
for the year ahead. We heard what 
our community wanted in April 2021, 
and now the 2021/22 Budget and 
Draft Revenue and Rating Plan are 
ready for feedback.
Our Budget guides where Council 
allocates funds for the initiatives, 
activities and services it delivers to 
our community. This is particularly 
important this year as we develop 
our next Council Plan and recover 
from the impacts of COVID-19.
Please complete the survey and  
tell us your feedback by 5:00pm,  
Monday 7 June 2021.

  yoursay.manningham.
vic.gov.au/budget

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au      

Join us for Italian inspired Christmas dinner. Celebrate in northern 
hemisphere style, by the open fire with a 4 course festive dinner 

prepared by Chef Christopher Lillico and his team

   Adults $80pp   |  $35pp Children
To book visit the website www.fondata1872.com or call 9712 0742  |         

ITALIAN
CHRISTMAS

AT FONDATA 1872
23 JULY 2021
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Managing our domestic animals
BY JAMES POYNER
MANNINGHAM and Nil lumbik 
are currently seeking community 
input for their draft Domestic Animal 
Management Plan (DAMP).

Once endorsed, the new DAMPs 
w i l l  replace Manningham and 
Nillumbik’s respective Domestic 
Animal Management Plan 2017-2021.

Every four years, the DAMP provides 
a framework on how councils and 
residents manage their dogs and cats, 
and includes but is not limited to:

• Pet registration
• Nuisance dogs
• Pets in the community
• Kennels and catteries
• Local laws in relation to dogs and 

cats

At last count, there were 9,723 
dogs and 3,607 cats in Manningham 
and 11,000 dogs and 3,100 cats in 
Nillumbik.

Under the Domestic Animal Act 1994 
all Victorian councils are required to 
develop a new plan every four years.

The Act, and therefore the DAMPs, 
focus almost exclusively on dogs 
and cats, with other animals (goats, 
chickens, rabbits, horses, et cetera) 
regulated under different legislation, 
such as the Livestock Management 
Act 2010.

Nillumbik residents have until June 
25 to have their say on the new four-
year plan via the Participate Nillumbik 
website.

The initial consultation window for 
Manningham closed on June 10.

The Diary contacted Friends of 
M a n n i n g h a m  D o g s  a n d  C a t s 
(FOMDAC), a group originally formed 
as an informal advisory group to 
Manningham Council on domestic 
animal policy, which now advocates 
for the dog and act owning community 
in Manningham.

T h e  F O M D A C  c o m m i t t e e 
representative told the Diary:

“In the past FOMDAC had an 
excellent relationship with Local Laws 
officers, who regularly attended our 
meetings to listen and consult.

“This relationship is starting to be 
re-established, which is pleasing and 
which we are confident will grow.”

The committee also provided us with 
this statement regarding their position 
on the new Manningham DAMP.

“FOMDAC would like to see cat 
curfews explored especially in 
environmentally sensitive areas.
It is now rare to see dogs roaming in 
the streets and we would like to see 
owners confine their cats to their own 
backyards.
It would be sensible for owners to 
keep their cats indoors/confined at 
night (we must protect our local flora 
and fauna).
We would like to see plans to assist 
residents to safely evacuate their 
animals in an emergency.
FOMDAC would be willing to open 
our rooms to crate dogs and cats in an 
emergency (we do have some crates).
Provision also needs to be made for 
horses (FOMDAC can’t offer this 
service).
FOMDAC agrees with registering dogs 
and cats at three months.
However, we would like to see the 
continuation of offering pet owners 
the reduced registration rate for the 
first year of a pet’s life; because it is 
important to get animals registered,  
and to also allow animals to mature 
before desexing.
FOMDAC would like to see officers 
fining people for breaching of local 
laws in particular those not carrying 
poo bags.
FOMDAC would also like to see more 
poo bins along walking trails.
Aranga Reserve has been a great 

success and a model other councils 
have followed.
FOMDAC believes there is a need for 
more secure off-leash parks similar 
to Aranga.
FOMDAC supports the new on-leash 
area along the river in Warrandyte.
We also see the need for a secure area 
in Warrandyte where owners can 
exercise their dogs.
FOMDAC would like to see Council 
encourage owners of dogs or people 
who are attacked by a dog to report 
the incident to council and for council 
to take action against the offending 
dog (it has been noted that many 
owners simply take their pet to the 
vet and do not report the incident).

Dogs and cats are frequently 
mentioned on local social media pages 
and dog access and control along 
Warrandyte Riverside Walk is often a 
contentious issue.

Local dog owner, Doreen Burge 
— a former committee member of 
FOMDAC — also provided the Diary 
with some feedback on the new on-

lead area along the river and the need 
for another Dog Activity Centre in 
Manningham.

“[The new on-lead area] is probably 
necessary, in this section, for dogs to 
be on lead due to the extremely high 
usage by children and the new park.

“However, it is always a concern 
when off-leash areas are reduced but 
new ones aren’t added.

“This is a persisting issue over many 
years and is becoming a major problem 
in the Warrandyte area,” she said.

Doreen went on to say the need 
for a dedicated and proper dog park, 
similar to the one at Aranga Reserve is 
of the “highest priority” to take some 
pressure off the River Walk.

“A point I always like to make about 
dogs/dog owners/dog controls is 
that responsible dog ownership has 
increased enormously over the last 15 
or so year.

“Gone are the days when it was an 
every-day occurrence to see packs of 
dogs roaming the streets knocking 
over rubbish bins, fighting and getting 
hit by cars.

“Vets now see few dogs injured by 
cars.

“People no longer ‘let their dog out 
for a walk’; they take it out for a walk.

“There are no stray dogs anymore 
and council registration of dogs is close 
to 100 per cent.

“Dog ownership is very high and 
registration fees are paid, yet council 
is reluctant to provide facilities to 
compare with what sporting codes and 
cyclists receive.

“It is an inequitable situation”, she 
said.

COVID lockdowns have highlighted 
j u s t  h o w  p o p u l a r  a r e a s  s u c h 
Warrandyte Reserve and Warrandyte 
River Walk are with dog walkers, 
families, cyclists.

During the latest lockdown, these 
areas have become relative recreational 
highways and with nuisance dog 
behaviour and dog poo often the talk of 
the town, hopefully the new DAMP will 
lay the necessary framework to bring 
harmony to our dog, cat, and human 
interactions.
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Kinder teachers 
help our kids  
dream big.
The Victorian Government is rolling out  
Three-Year-Old Kinder.
And that means 6,000 new teaching jobs  
across our state.
To find out what it means for a career in  
early childhood - including financial support -  
visit: vic.gov.au/kinder
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“Then put your little hand in mine…”

AS I AWAKE to the pleasant chirping 
of goodness knows what feathered 
friends that reside in the jungle of 
my backyard, I’m feeling a little 
discombobulated.

Why no alarm?
Why a gentling rising to the surface of 

consciousness and not the traditional 
just been stabbed in the heart by a 
syringe full of adrenaline as my radar 
tone iPhone alarm shrieks at me?

Then reality catches up with me.
Groundhog Day.
Lockdown 4.0.
Except I’m Andie McDowell, the 

cynical (insert grumpy) middle aged 
Bill Murray is still gently snoring away 
next to me and Punxsutawney Phil is a 
bloody great wombat that digs up my 
lawn and poos on my garden pavers.

It’s a Saturday and there is absolutely 
no reason to slither out from under my 
cosy doona.

None.
With one little press conference, 

poof, all weekend sport is gone.
Social  l i fe,  as patchy as it  is 

between being an unpaid Uber 
driver, depositing and withdrawing 
numerous offspring from parties and 
“gaths”, gone.

Gazing out the bedroom window 
at the frost glistening off the recently 
wombat aerated soil, I consider 
that maybe I’m not going to miss 
standing on the sideline of numerous 
footy fields with parts of my lower 
limbs slowly snapping off in the sub-
Antarctic air, or suffering through the 
slow torture of the basketball stadium 
condensation mixed with teenage boy 
locker room sweat dripping down on 
my head.

Maybe I could send some not-so-
subtle texts to the spawn in their 
respective dingy caves enquiring 
about the possibility of a full cooked 
breakfast in bed?

Or not.
As soon as the message is sent, I 

become aware of the smell of burning 
bacon and clotting scrambled eggs 
wafting down the hallway.

The only message I receive in return 
is whining that there is nothing to eat 
in the whole house.

Aah — just like that, all the lockdown 
memories come flooding back.

No idyllic family time, full of quality 
bonding time over a stroll along the 
river, movie nights and everyone 
pitching in to those DIY projects we 
never seem to have time to do.

No.
It was back to $800 a week spent 

at IGA as the plague of adolescent 
locusts devours the food as it was 
getting unloaded from the car.

Yelling at each other through closed 
bedroom doors when one mullet 
headed male would kill the other on 
some definitely not rated-G online 
game, and the long-suffering female 
residing in the bedroom between 
them, would then yell at both of them 
because they were disturbing her 
viewing of the last season of Keeping 
up with the Kardashians.

Locking myself in the study and 
claiming I’m super busy, I pop my 
AirPods in to drown them out and 
do incredibly important things like 
watch Red Bull TV and make new 
Spotify playlists.

I’ve made the executive decision 
that Remote Learning will now have 
a new curriculum.

For although one has already 
studied VCE Outdoor Ed and no one 
studies anything vaguely musical, 
I have now introduced the new 
subjects of Unit 1 + 2 Extreme Sports 

“Activities and places we can no 
longer partake in or visit” and Units 3 
+ 4 The Evolution of Music or The Lack 
Thereof “The Comparative Studies 
of Forever Young, 80’s, 90’s and 00’s 
versions”.

I leave my new students sitting 
around the dining room table in their 
least favourite educational setting, 
working suspiciously harmoniously 
together.

Mutinously, they glare at me as I 
sidle out the door.

They’re probably plotting to 
overthrow their worst teacher ever.

Walking down to Yarra Street I 
continue my research for future 
subjects.

Unit 1 and 2:  Keeping Local 
Economies Afloat “Buying takeaway 
coffee and cake at each establishment 
you walk past” and VET Hospitality 

“Changing Local By-Laws to allow 
Take Away service for a pot of beer 
and a glass of red”.

I huff and puff back up the hill to 
get home in time for the daily press 
conference.

Here’s hoping the CHO’s facial 
hair is immaculately trimmed and 
Punxsutawney Phil is wearing a 
North Face jacket.

By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado



Terms, conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information is correct as at 1st December 2020 and is
subject to change. Individual circumstances may vary. This offer is only available to Business customers for business
purposes loans. Australian Government SME Guarantee Scheme 2.0 eligibility criteria apply. Not available in conjunction
with any other discounts or package offers. Only available for transactions that settle prior to 30 June 2021. Bendigo and
Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL / Australian Credit Licence 237879. (1534238-1551136)
OUT_2099961 , 25/05/2021

Need to buy new vehicles, plant or equipment? We can help you
keep your capital and manage your cash flow. And depending on
your circumstances, taxation benefits may also be available to you. 

Our lending specialists will work with you to tailor equipment finance
solutions for your business.

Chat with a lending specialist today, phone Cam on 0478 435 006 or
search Bendigo Bank Equipment Finance.

Warrandyte

Equipment Finance
from 2.74%*p.a

14 Warrandyte Diary JUNE 2021

The Green family would like to thank 
the Diary for the extensive tributes to 
Cliff following his death in December.
Thanks to those who sent in their 
various reminiscences of their times 
with him.
He would have been very touched.
Thanks also to those who have passed 
on their condolences in various other 
ways.
Judy Green 
Warrandyte

Letters to the Diary must include full name, address and 
phone number, even if not intended for publication. Content 
may be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Thank you

Cold West Wind and Artefact Making Season

ONE OF THE little gems of information 
I remember my grandfather telling 
me when I was about eight, was 
that Aboriginal people defined the 
summer and winter periods by the 
prevailing winds.

That is, the high summer period was 
named after the hot north wind, and 
the deep winter period named after 
the cold west wind.

These cold months were not 
conducive to travel, so it was more 
of a village based “sit-down” period.

It was a time conducive to the close 
instruction of children in various 
skills.

As all Aboriginal births were planned 
to occur in September to October, this 
was also the time when women’s 
pregnancies were developing.

This more indoors period was 
therefore also a  t ime devoted 
particularly to artifact and tool 
manufacture, which also has to be 

ready for the active and bountiful 
spring period that was coming.

Artefacts were of course able to be 
made throughout the year, but this 
and the teaching process involved was 
the major activity in this period of cold 
and inclement weather.

The Cold West Wind and Artifact 
Making Season therefore occupied 
the sixth, seventh and eighth lunar 
months of the year.

It started on May 11, following the 
one-month Burning-off Season, and 
ended on August 2, before the one-
month Bark Harvest Season.

This  w inter  per iod was als o 
a time when young boys coming 
on to puberty, and who has been 
selected for initiation at the end of 
the year, would be groomed for their 
ceremonial induction to manhood.

These boys were therefore usually 
aged between 11 and 14.

However, it needs to be noted that 
selection for initiation was not just 
based on physical maturity, it was 
also based on individual aptitude and 
speed of learning.

That is, the brightest students tended 
to get initiated at a younger age.

For instance, William Barak was — I 
believe — initiated at age 11 in 1834.

Although initiation tends to be seen 
as a single ceremonial event, it was in 
fact just the culmination of a process 
that began at the start of the Cold West 
Wind season.

Boys nominated for initiation in 
late spring undertook the preparatory 
ceremony of Tibbut over the winter 
and early spring period.

This was a time of relative deprivation 
that prepared them for independence 
from their family.

Each boy was given a Mohawk style 
hairdo and had to fend for themselves 
outside the perimeter of the camp and 
shun the presence of others.

So, each boy had to carry a basket 
of mud and chant “Tibbobobobut” to 
warn all men to keep out of his way.

If the male didn’t keep out of the 
way, the boy splattered them with 
mud, but he had to avoid all contact 
with women.

This was to show his respect, as well 
as demonstrate his independence.

By the time Men’s Business Season 
began at end of October, the hair of 
the boys had grown back and they 

were now ready for their initiation 
pilgrimage.

During the Cold West Wind winter 
period, any breaks in the weather saw 
the playing of many traditional games.

This included the tribal football 
game of Marngrook and the more 
limited children’s versions of the 
game.

As noted in my student Zeus’ story 
(see opposite), the first children’s 
version of Marngrook was Parndo, 
which directly equated with the 
schoolyard game of markers-up.

This is where one child kicks to a 
group and the child who marks the 
ball then takes their turn to kick to 
the group.

The only difference was that the 
child kicking the ball was encircled by 
the other children, who then rushed in 
to compete for the mark.

The second of the games was Bidi 
which directly equated with kick-
to-kick, where two groups of players 
kicked the ball between them.

These children’s versions, like the 
adult game of Marngrook, emphasised 
kicking the ball high rather than long, 
and so encourage spectacular high 

marking by the contestants.
Like the adult game, these children’s 

games were open to both sexes.
The only restrictions in the adult 

game were that all opponents had 
to be matched by size, gender and 
totemic group.

In other words, a big person could 
not be matched with a small person, a 
man could not play against a woman, 
and your opponent had to be “right-
skin”.

That is, the skin-group that you 
married into.

These tribal football games were 
not restricted to the winter season, 
and were played year-round as the 
opportunity presented.

This included, in particular, the 
inter-clan business period.

However, the reduction of grass 
following the burning off season and 
the lower temperatures made colder 
months the most conducive time for 
playing Marngrook.

The first flowering of Silver Wattles 
signalled the end of the Cold West 
Wind and Artefact Making Season and 
the arrival of the Morning Frost and 
Bark Harvest Season.

Warrandyte’s New Pool Specialist

 Regular Maintenance Service

 Green Pool Recovery  Water Test

 Chemicals  Pool Equipment

Shop 3, 90-94 Melbourne Hill Rd
8839 6907  info@radiantpools.net.au

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

Joining together to help each other in a time of crisis
By EMMA EDMONDS
THE LAST 12 months have been like 
nothing many people in Warrandyte 
have ever lived through, putting a 
financial strain on individual families 
that they could never have anticipated. 

This has led to a situation where 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  f i n d 
themselves needing food relief — help 
putting food in the cupboard. 

There are some services already on 
hand in Warrandyte. 

Rotary Op shop are doing a great 
job providing a food pantry in front of 
their shop. 

The need for food relief has however 
grown beyond what Rotary can meet 
on its own.  

To help fill the gap, Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House has partnered 
with Carenet to provide food and 
toiletry hampers, act as a collection 
point for food donations, and be a 
referral point for those in need of 
additional services. 

We will be starting by opening 
Wednesday, June 9, 10am–12pm to 
provide hampers, at no charge, to those 
who need them (no concession card 
required, just turn up).  

You can enter our premises via the 
deck in Webb Street or our rear door at 
the back of the building.  

Walk ins without an appointment are 
welcome, or if you would like to arrange 
to book to collect a hamper, please 
email manager@wnh.org.au  

We hope to make this a weekly service 

with a trailer operating in the rear 
carpark in the future. 

We know no one wants to find 
themselves in this situation, but these 
are tough times, so please come and see 
us if we can help.

Ways to get food relief
Food relief hampers
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Wednesday June 9, 10 am–12 pm,
168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
Inside the Community Centre, 

Front door is via the deck in Webb 
Street, or back door at rear of building 
near lift shaft. 

Free lunch
CareNet provides hampers and a free 
light lunch and barista coffee for $1.00
11am–1pm every Tuesday 
143–145 Parker St, Templestowe.

Op shop and food pantry
Warrandyte Rotary Op shop 
266 Yarra Street 
(Rear shops, upper carpark)

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House partners with CareNet to provide food and toiletry hampers
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Marngrook: Excitement of the chase Celebrating connections 
in Park Orchards

BY ZEUS,
CANINE CORRESPONDENT
MY KELPIE and Labrador heritage 
underpins my deep urge to chase balls.

Although I love tennis balls, footies 
are my all-time favourite.

Nothing is more exciting than two 
mobs of determined players grappling 
for the possession of one footy.

The excitement, the chase, and finally 
sinking my canines into the soft leather 
ball is just such a divine pleasure.

Chasing the other team, or keeping 
it off them, and to then finally score 
a goal — is just the greatest fun a dog 
could have!

I also really like that there is a Master 
in charge, and everyone does “stop” 
when he blows his whistle.

Then they all do “stay” until he says 
“play on”.

Diary columnist, Dr Jim Poulter, who 
also lectures at the University of the 
Third Age (U3A), sat me down one day 
beside the footy ground and explained 
the origins of Australian Rules footy 
and how this great game came from 
the traditional Aboriginal game called 
Marngrook.

The ball for Marngrook was from 
possum skin stitched up with kangaroo 
tail sinews, then stuffed with powdered 
charcoal, fur, or dried reeds.

It was a socially inclusive game with 
both men and women playing in the 
same game, but not against each other.

Only women could play on women 
and men on men.

More than this though, every pair of 
players had to be matched in size and 
weight, so it was a really fair game.

And just like with Auskick and Junior 
footy today, the kids also played a 
junior version of the ancient game.

Bidi was like “kick-to-kick” and 
Pando was like “markers-up”.

An early Warrandyte pioneer in the 
1840s, James Dawson, recorded some 
details of Marngrook.

Up to 50, or even 100 players would 

divide into two sides and played under 
the two main tribe totems.

In the western half of Victoria, the 
totem teams were White Cockatoo 
versus Black Cockatoo, but in the 
eastern half of Victoria the totem teams 
were Eagle versus Crow.

Wow, this is just like today with the 
Eagles versus the Crows in the AFL!

In Marngrook, the side that had the 
most kicks and took the most marks 
had the best chance of winning, but 
you could not claim victory, because 
boasting was not allowed.

The other side first had to agree that 
they had lost, otherwise it was declared 
a draw.

There were lots of draws back in 
the day.

Then they had to decide who was 
Koornmuk — the best and fairest 

player on the ground.
Again, no boasting was allowed, and 

other players had to praise whoever 
they thought had taken the most 
marks, kicked the marngrook highest, 
and put on the best show for the 
spectators.

Then to the cheers of the spectators, 
the Koornmuk held the ball aloft and 
led the applauding players off the 
ground.

Our original Australians were a real 
smart bunch.

As well as playing the original Aussie 
footy game, Jim said our original 
Australians used songs as a GPS 
navigation system and used their 
spears as radio receivers.

I’ll leave those stories for another 
day, right now I need to have a scratch 
and a bit of a sniff around!

By SUSAN FOREMAN
IT WAS SMILES all round when 
the Park Orchards Community 
House and Learning Centre held 
a community celebration to bring 
people back together after  the 2020 
lockdown.

The event was a great success with 
all the fun ingredients including face 
painting, farm animals, sausage 
sizzle and a food truck.

Over 100 people attended, with 
ages ranging from one to 80.

Pa u l i n e  F y f f e ,  C o m m u n i t y 
House Centre Manager said it was 
important to engage people and 
make them feel welcome.

“We wanted to give people a 
chance to connect with others in the 
community”.

She said the event was a way for 
people of all ages to make new 
friends, do a tour of the centre and 
find out what they have on offer.

“There’s been many new families 
come to the area, so it was an easy 
way for adults and children to meet 
and have a laugh.

“The children loved petting the 
farm animals and having their faces 
painted.

Pauline said it was great to also see 
a lot of senior residents come along.

“We’re trying to prevent isolation 
and offer a place for lifelong learning 
with lots of courses and activities for 
all ages on offer.

“It’s nice to think that people could 
go home after the event and know 
they’re not alone — they can be part 
of the community and join us if they 
want to connect and take part.

“We’ve now had families and 
individuals return to the centre after 
being away for some time. 

“They have re-enrolled into some 
of our programs and the centre is 
now buzzing again.” 

T h e  e v e n t  w a s  f u n d e d  b y 
Manningham’s community-led 
Placemaking initiative.
This event and celebration took 
place before the May Victoria 
lockdown began.

Sherry and Lexie enjoying 
the farm animals

25/26 JUNE
2 /3/9/10 JULY
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By SANDI MILLER
YOU LIVED THE year, visited the 
exhibition, now read the book.

Warrandyte Photographer, Bill 
McAuley and artist Jane Annois chose 
to see the beauty of life in lockdown 
during 2020.

With funding from Manningham 
Council to run a photo competition 
and exhibition, A Year of Wonders was 
born, and budding photographers 
from around Warrandyte submitted 
their photographic responses to the 
beauty of the world around us during 
2020.

Bi l l  has  been a  professional 
photographer for decades, and 
has worked around the world 
photographing rockstars, artists, 
and world leaders, and he was the 
judge for the Year of Wonders photo 
competition.

He said the submissions he received 
were “absolutely sensational”.

“I think what surprised me most was 
the technical excellence, I expected a 
lot of fairly amateurish presentation, 
but mostly they were really, really 
good, even the ones taken with 
phones,” Bill said.

He said the response to the theme 
was a celebration of beauty.

“I guess that is a celebration of 
wonder, there is nothing more 
charming than wonder, it doesn’t 
matter if it is in a child or and old 
person, it is all the same, it is a heartfelt 
appreciation of the world around you, 
and it can be through art through 
music, through poetry, through prose 
— it can be a lot of different ways — it 
is all wonder”.

The subsequent exhibition included 
a gala opening and projection event, 
where hundreds of people came to 
enjoy being able to socialise again 
at an evening with good food, good 
wine, great music, and stunning 
photographic art.

“It was such a joyous and celebratory 
occasion,” said Bill.

He said it showcased the creativity 
that has always existed in Warrandyte.

“I have lived here for 70 years, off and 
on, and it has always been a hotbed of 
creativity, this place is inspirational,” 
he said.

Bill said he, with the help of Jane 
Annois and Denise Illing, then 
set about producing a book of the 

exhibition and screening, “every 
picture that was used in any way was 
in the book, so everyone was happy”.

“The book, Our Year of Wonders; 
Warrandyte 2020, is a limited edition.

“They are $40 each and are printed 
on the best quality printing stock we 
can find.

“There has been no expense spared 
to produce it as a quality item, we have 
also shrink-wrapped each individual 
book as a COVID measure, and it is 
great to have printing done locally” 
Bill told the Dairy.

The book is available at Quintons 
IGA, Warrandyte Post Office, Pottery 
Co or directly from Bill, Jane, or 
Denise.

The book will be launched on 
Saturday, July 3 from 2pm – 4pm at 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House, 
168 Yarra Street, Warrandyte.

“We especially want the people who 
are in the book to come along to the 
launch because they are part of it,” 
said Bill.

People who had their photographs 
hung at the exhibition can take their 
mounted pictures home, free of 
charge.

Our Year of Wonders… the book

Kim Charbonneau: The Beauty of Isolation

Katja Gutwein: Wonga Park Echidna

Bill Pheasant: Light on the Wind

Marg Walton: Lemon Scented Gum in Ruffey Lake Park

Tony Moran: Good Night
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Imogene Magilton: Pinky

Katja Gutwein: Wonga Park Echidna

Sondra Vlasic: An Evening WalkRobert Pascale: The Carina Nebula

David Geraghty: First Light

Peter Harrington: Finding Solitude

Marg Walton: Lemon Scented Gum in Ruffey Lake Park

Tony Moran: Good Night

Denise Illing: Brief Encounter



YOUR CRIME
OF NOT KNOWING

THE CRIME

Ric Throssell Against ASIO

By Karen Throssell

On Sunday, July 4, at 3.00pm

By Jeff Sparrow, journalist
& commentator for the Guardian

At the Warrandyte Café
61 Yarra St Warrandyte

BOOK LAUNCH
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what’s happening
PLEASE NOTE ALL EVENTS ARE 

SUBJECT TO COVID LOCKDOWN RESTRICTIONS

Event: Websites for Small Business
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When Wednesday evenings — starting TBA
Info: Cost $50 for ACFE subsidised places. 
Book at www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Creating a website for a small business can seem intimating, 
but with our intensive, hands on course you will create 
a website from start to finish over 8 weeks, using the Wix 
platform.
This course has been delayed due to COVID Lockdown.  
New start date to be confirmed.
Event: Revegetation of Andersons Creek 
Where: Opposite 10 Gold Memorial Road, Warrandyte
When: Every Wednesday, 10am–noon, and 
 Saturday, June 19, 1pm–3pm
Info: Be part of this major project to bring Gold 
Memorial Road back to its former glory. We will be 
preparing for planting. Lots of weeding to be done.  
No experience necessary. We provide all you need 
to have a great time. Contact Robyn 0417 377 649 or 
andersonscreeklandcare@hotmail.com, or visit Andersons 
Creek Landcare’s Facebook page

Event:  Volunteer Recruitment, Retention and 
  Recognition
Where: Online (registrations via Eventbrite)
When:    Wednesday, June 9, 2021, 10am–12pm
Info: Recruiting and retaining volunteers who are 
a good fit is key to a group’s ongoing success and 
sustainability. This training session will support 
groups with strategies to effectively recruit and retain 
volunteers.
See link below for more details.
This training is suitable for anyone who supports 
or manages volunteers in Nillumbik.

Event: Rob Dolan Winter Market
Where Rob Dolan Wines 
 21-23 Delaneys Road, Warrandyte South
When: Sunday, June 13, 10am–2pm
Info: We will be bringing together the best of the Yarra 
Valley under one roof at our Winter Market.
Entry is free, however we will be taking the opportunity to 
raise funds for our upcoming Big Roast for Cystic Fibrosis in 
July, so a gold coin donation greatly appreciated.

Event: Doncaster View Club Meeting
Where: Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Road, Bulleen
When: Tuesday, June 15, 11am
Info: We warmly welcome ladies to join this friendly 
group who support The Smith Family in providing 
education for disadvantaged Australian Children. Contact 
Shirley:  9879 2380 for more details.

Event Film Society, The Fencer
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: June 18, 7pm for 7:30pm screening
Info: Social movie group, with time for coffee and a chat.
A champion fencer on the run from the Soviet secret service 
finds himself inspiring Estonian schoolchildren to take up 
the sport. 
Book at www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Event: Love/Sick 
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute Hall
When: Friday and Saturdays, June 25–July 10, at 8pm
 Matinees June 26, July 3 at 2:30pm
Info: Love/Sick is a collection of ten slightly twisted 
and completely hilarious short plays. See Page 19 for more 
information.

Event: Get Connected with Zoom 
Where: Online (registrations via Eventbrite)
When: Wednesday, June 23, 2021, 7pm–9pm
Info: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, community 
groups and clubs had to quickly move their meetings 
online. With Zoom meetings now a regular calendar 
event, this session is about getting the most out 
Zoom when hosting meetings. 
See link below for more details.
Available for anyone who is a member of a 
Nillumbik community group or sporting club.

Event: Adult Storytelling
Where: Now and Not Yet
When: Thursday, June 24, 6pm-7pm
Info: Warrandyte Library is holding a free adult 
storytelling evening at Now and Not Yet.
Coffee vouchers will be provided, with thanks to 
Manningham Council’s Placemaking grants. 

Event: Adulting 101: Resume writing/interviews
Where Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Tuesday, June 29, 1pm–3pm
Info: Cost: $5. 
Bookings: www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Where do you start with your resume when you have little 
or no experience? We will help you write your resume and 
learn about interview skills. 
Only available for 15–25-year-olds.

Event: Adulting 101: Op Shop tour 
 Sustainable fashion on a budget
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Wednesday, June 30, 10am–4pm
Info: Cost $10. 
Book www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
Make your money go further, join us on a sustainable 
fashion Op Shop tour. Hop on board our minibus for a tour 
of Op Shops throughout Melbourne. 
Only available for 15-25-year-olds. 

Event: Book Launch: Our Year of Wonders
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Saturday, July 3, 2pm–4pm
Info: Celebrate the launch of the photo-book exploring 
the beauty of Warrandyte during the 2020 lockdown. See 
Page 16-17 for more details.

Event: Book Launch: 
 The Crime of Not Knowing Your Crime
Where: Warrandyte Café, 61 Yarra St Warrandyte 
When: Sunday, July 4, 3pm 
Info: The launch of Warrandyte poet and writer Karen 
Throssell’s latest book, about the injustice suffered by her 
father in his life-long struggle to clear his name, after being 
wrongly accused by Vladimir Petrov of being a Russian spy 
in the 1950s. See Page 19 for more details.

Event: Inclusion & Diversity in Sport
Where: Hurstbridge Community Hub, 50 Graysharps 
Road
When: Tuesday, July 13, 6:30pm–8pm
Info: Come along and hear our panel speak about 
their lived experiences in sport as people from 
under-represented groups in the community.
Workshop participants can expect to walk away with 
new ideas and strategies for ensuring their club is as 
welcoming and inclusive as possible.
This workshop is delivered with a sport-specific 
focus, however members from all Nillumbik 
community groups are welcome to attend. 

 

Park Orchards Market
Saturday, June 19 
10am–2pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

Warrandyte 
Riverside Market
Saturday, July 3
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

St Andrews  
Community Market
Saturdays
9am–2pm 
Kangaroo Ground -  
St Andrews Road,  
St Andrews 

Eltham Farmers’ Market 
and Food Swap
Sunday, June 27
9am–1pm
(food swap  9:30–10:30am)
Eltham Town Mall

Local markets

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

2021 Community 
Training Sessions
The Nillumbik 
Community Training 
Calendar provides access 
to a range of free training 

and workshops for Nillumbik’s community 
groups, clubs and volunteers.
This calendar of free training sessions and 
workshops is focused on building the capacity 
and sustainability of our groups, clubs and 
volunteers, so they can continue to play a vital 
role in supporting the Nillumbik community. 
See above for upcoming sessions. 
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/People-and-family/
Community/Nillumbik-Community-Training-Calendar



Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.
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CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & 
comfort. Airport  transfer, 
parties, weddings. City & 
suburb to suburb. Up to 8 
passengers & luggage.  
Call Clive for bookings  
0412 556 801.

SERVICESHELP WANTED PUBLIC NOTICE

DIARY CLASSIFIEDS

THE DIARY IS SEEKING DISTRIBUTION ASSISTANCE
We are looking for a driver one day per month, to collect 
newspapers and take them to our distribution points 
around Warrandyte and surrounds.
Own car required.
Pay provided to cover time and expenses.
Contact editor@warrandytediary.com.au
or phone 9844 0555

GOT SOMETHING TO TELL THE WORLD?
Diary classifieds are a great way of delivering your 
message to Warrandyte and beyond.
Birth announcements, employment opportunities or a 
room for rent, Diary classifieds are a cost effective way 
to advertise.
Contact info@warrandytediary.com.au 
or phone 9844 0555

Quirky slice of life and love
By ADRIAN RICE
LOVE/SICK is the second major play 
written by US writer John Cariani, who 
previously wrote the award-winning 
play Almost, Maine, a very successful 
show for Warrandyte Theatre Company 
in 2011.

Like Almost, Maine, this is a collection 
of nine surreal, funny and touching 
vignettes — examining dimensions 
of love and snapshots of different 
relationships at the same moment in 
time; where each of the “couples” are at 
a fork in the road, and where the future 
path is unclear.

We have a fabulous and talented 
young cast of eight — four men and 
four women — many familiar faces, but 
some outstanding newcomers as well.

Simone Kiefer, Lawrence Phelan, 
Francesca Carl, Erin Brass, Matt 

Wallace, and Lochie Laffin-Vines 
have all graced our stage many times, 
and we welcome newcomers Tam 
Dahmen-O’Neil and Rob Lloyd.

LOVE/SICK ramps up production 
aspects, requiring two directors, David 
Tynan and Lisa MacGibbon, a clever 
set design, innovative use of props and 
many hands on deck to help bring this 
major show to the stage.

We are very excited to stage LOVE/
SICK and look forward to seeing you 
all there.

Covid Update, June 5
Due to the current lockdown, the 

opening night for “Love/Sick” has 
been postponed by a week to June 
25.   Subsequent performances have 
been “tweaked” and the closing 
performance will be on Saturday July 
10.   The booking link above will take 

you to the relevant page with additional 
information about our Covid protocols.   
Further updates will appear there and 
on our web page: warrandytehallarts.
asn.au/theatre/2021/lovesick.

Visitors
Warrandyte Theatre Company is 

also currently rehearsing Visitors by 
Barney Norris.

Visitors is another love story but this 
time of completely different kind.

Described as touching sensitive and 
tender, it is a play about a loving and 
enduring marriage and explores the 
transitory nature of life and the realities 
of ageing.

Visitors will be staged in mid-August.
Reg Ellery, Don Nicholson and Carol 

Keating return to our stage (Carol after 
a long absence) and they are joined by 
newcomer Meg Davies.

Witch-hunts at the heart of 
new book by local author

By CHERIE MOSELEN
AWARD-WINNING poet and writer 
Karen Throssell’s latest book is about 
the injustice suffered by her father 
in his life-long struggle to clear his 
name, after being wrongly accused by 
Vladimir Petrov of being a Russian spy 
in the 1950s.

“The Crime of not knowing your 
Crime — Ric Throssell against ASIO” 
has been picked up by independent 
publisher Interventions Press and is 
set to be launched at Warrandyte Café 
by Guardian journalist Jeff Sparrow on 
Sunday, July 4 at 3pm.

Diary  readers will  be familiar 
with Karen’s work as a writer and 
community advocate.

She was coordinator of Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House from 2001–13 
and the Diary’s resident poet for a 
decade during that time.

Karen told the Diary, despite his 
exoneration in 1954 by the Royal 
Commission on Espionage, her 
father, Ric Throssell, was hounded by 
the Australian Security Intelligence 
Organisation (ASIO) and the media.

His public ser vice career was 
sabotaged for the rest of his life.

“Dad wrote letters to papers, articles 
in journals, even dedicating large 
sections of his memoir, trying to 
correct the slander.

“But the same lies continued even 
after his death in 1999, with newspaper 
articles trumpeting ‘Ric Throssell 
Russian spy’ as late as 2011.”

When the misinformation persisted, 
Karen began writing rebuttals in 
response to “this slow drip of Cold War 
rhetoric” in the press.

Her book is a work of creative-
non-fiction — a combination of 
poetry, prose, excerpts from the 
Royal Commission on Espionage, 
newspaper articles and her responses, 
and quotes from political figures and 
commentators of the time.

These are all deftly woven to make this 
arresting story both more compelling 
and accessible to the reader.

Karen has published five poetry 
collections and another book of 
creative non-fiction, and her poems 
have been published in several 
journals and anthologies.

An earlier version of this book was 
short-listed for the University of WA 

Press’s Dorothy Hewett prize for 
creative non-fiction.

This is a multi-generational story 
— Karen’s grandmother, renowned 
Au s t ra l i a n  n ov e l i s t  Ka t h a r i n e 
Susannah Prichard, had a public 
profile as a founding member of the 
Australian Communist Party.

“ASIO used this fact as ‘evidence’ 
against my father.

“Its targeting of him basically 
assumed that political beliefs and what 
you choose to do about them must be 
genetic,” Karen said.

In an interesting parallel, well-known 
Australian mini-series The Petrov Affair 
(screened in 1987) was written by 
Warrandyte Diary founder Cliff Green.

The National Museum of Australia 
characterises the Petrov Affair as 
follows:

“In April 1954 Vladimir and Evdokia 
Petrov — Soviet spies who were 
masquerading as diplomatic staff in 
Canberra — defected to Australia.
The defection and the information that 
the Petrovs passed onto Australian 
authorities had global implications, 
through the identification of genuine 
spy networks around the world.
It affected the balance of political 
power in Australia for decades after 
the event.”
While Karen, as an “insider”, focuses 

on the tragic personal implications 
of Australia’s own McCarthy era, 
this book is also a must read for 
anyone concerned with the alarming 
contemporary parallels: the use of fear 
and scapegoating as political tools.
The Crime of not knowing your Crime 
— Ric Throssell against ASIO will 
be launched at Warrandyte Café on 
Sunday 4 July at 3:00pm. 
There are plans for a further launch 
at Melbourne’s New International 
Bookshop at a date to be confirmed.
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DIARY REVIEWERS BB & Hoggy 
managed to snap-up tickets to the 
extremely successful and sold out 
music and performance extravaganza 
at the Warrandyte Mechanics’ Hall in 
early May.

The free show was possible due to 
a Manningham Grass Roots Recovery 
Grant.

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
It is always a hard decision to leave a 
beautiful sunny Saturday afternoon 
and go into a dark hall — even for a 
free event!

But, it was well and truly worth every 
bit of sunshine we missed out on.

The afternoon started off amazingly 
and ended up spectacularly.

It was so good to be back in the 
Mechanics’  Hall  and thanks to 
Ma n n i ng ha m’s  c o m mu n i t y - l e d 
placemaking program, this was made 
possible.

The afternoon commenced with Jay 

Smith and MtonesZ.
Jay’s expert ability on the guitar, 

alongside Michelle Stonehouse’s 
beautiful vocals — singing, much to 
my delight — some of the old favourites 
including At Last, You know What I 
Want, Change is a Coming.

Occasionally, the guitar seemed a 
little loud for the vocals, but didn’t spoil 
the joyful experience.

This  was fol lowed by a  most 
entertaining short play called Time 
Flies, about the brief, but well lived life 
of mayflies.

Naomi Oosting and Ian Craig became 
two of the most endearing mayflies you 
could ever wish to come across, united 
happily in their exuberant buzzing.

And then, they turned on the 
tele to watch David Attenborough, 
portrayed so well by Alistair Rice, who 
enlightened them on the oh so short 
life cycle of mayflies.

Initially, horror set in, but in need of a 
happy ending for such a short life, they 
decided to fly off to Paris.

For the finale — and what a grand 
finale it was — The Vocal Agents! 

A cappella at it’s best!

Amazing, incredible, delightful, and 
ever so talented.

Six incredible voices, not a musical 
instrument insight, although at 
times you could be forgiven 
for thinking they had a full 
orchestra behind them.

Their songs ranged 
from Stayin Alive to 
R e v i v a l  a n d  t h e n 
disregarding their 
m i c r o p h o n e s , 
grouping at the front 
o f  t h e  s t a g e ,  t h e y 
per for me d the most 
a m a z i n g  re n d i t i o n  o f 
Bohemian Rhapsody, best I 
have ever heard.

Their talents have been heard at such 
places as Chapel off Chapel and the 
Melbourne Recital Centre.

How lucky was our little green hall 
to be honoured by their fantastic 
performance.

I would pay good money to see them 
anywhere.

Thank you to all the performers 
and organisers who produced this 
delightful afternoon.

By DAVID HOGG
The ink hadn’t even dried on the May 

issue of the Diary before tickets to the 
afternoon theatre and music 

event were sold out.
And for good reason.

The first act was a 
concert by Jay Smith 
on guitar and vocalist 
Michelle Stonehouse 
“MTonesZ”.

This sensitive pairing 
of voice and guitar 

enthralled us with many 
favour ites  including 

Killing Me Softly, Stand by 
Me and Chain of Fools.

After an interval we enjoyed a 
performance of Time Flies, a one-act 
play by David Ives, presented by the 

Warrandyte Theatre Company (WTC).
Ian Craig and Naomi Oosting took 

us through the brief one-day love 
life of two mayflies, with director 
Alastair Rice playing the part of a very 
believable David Attenborough.

A clever and very funny short play.
The final act was a concert by six-

piece A cappella group The Vocal 
Agents, no strangers to the Warrandyte 
stage.

Their amazing vocal harmony 
brought us such favourites as Stayin’ 
Alive and Sweet Dreams (are made 
of this).

But the highlight by far was their 
haunting rendit ion of  Queen’s 
Bohemian Rhapsody.

A l t o g e t h e r  a  m o s t  e n j oyab l e 
afternoon.

review

A smorgasbord of music and theatre

Deb and Hugh’s moving masterpiece
By DOREEN BURGE
JUST OVER T WO years ago my 
husband and I were on a narrow 
boat on the Llangollen Canal in 
North Wales, having just crossed the 
spectacular vertiginous Pontcysyllte 
Aqueduct, when my brother rang from 
Warrandyte.

Were we interested in buying Hugh 
McSpedden’s property above the river 
on Everard Drive?

Despite never having set foot on the 
place we said yes.

We’d walked and driven past it 
many times over 40+ years, gaining 
tantalising glimpses of the fairy tale 
shingled house through veils of 
honeysuckle, and knew we loved the 
location.

And, of course, we knew who 
Hugh was, having seen some of his 
mesmerising light shows at Warrandyte 
Festivals of the past, and enjoyed the 
feature about him in Bill McAuley’s 
Warrandyte Treasures.

Hugh’s Edison Light Company had 
been a feature of my early teenage 
music experiences at Kew Club.

Knowing Hugh had a vast collection 
of treasured foundry patterns on the 
property and as we were in no hurry to 
make plans, we offered Hugh plenty of 
time for his big move.

Our offer was accepted and we 
continued our UK holiday.

Five weeks later, we returned home 
and visited Hugh to see the property 
for the first time.

Aside from the engineering patterns, 
which I had no idea could be of all 
shapes and sizes and so beautifully 
made, we saw Hugh’s two wonderful 
vans.

One is his little red “Humania” 
S-cargo van — surely familiar to every 
Warrandytian.

Nissan named their S-cargo as a nod 
to the “escargot” nickname for the 
Citroen 2CV delivery van.

Hugh previously owned a yellow one 
—  also familiar to many in Warrandyte.

The other, larger van was obscured 
under a large blue tarp.

Underneath, across one side of the 
van, was a fantastic hand-painted 
creation by Deborah Halpern.

Deb is another Warrandyte resident, 
best known for her stunning sculptures 
and detailed mosaics.

T h e s e  i n c l u d e  O p h e l i a  a t 
Southbank, Angel in Birrarung Marr 
and Warrandyte’s own Queen of the 
Shire just over the bridge in North 
Warrandyte.

This van and its artwork needed 
to somehow be shared with the 
Warrandyte community.

It is now comfortably sited at Hugh’s 
new home in Hurstbridge where 
photographer Bill McAuley visited 
recently to take some delightful photos 
of it with two Warrandyte treasures — 
Hugh and Deb (right).

Quality prints of Bill’s photos will be 
added to the Warrandyte Historical 
Society’s collection.

Naomi Oosting and Ian CraigThe Vocal Agents
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Ealing Studios’ last hurrah is a timeless classic

The art of combination: Composing composite images

PAY  AT T E N T I O N,  y o u  a re  i n 
distinguished company here.

The Ladykillers was written by 
William Rose — who’s credits include 
Genevieve; The Russians are Coming, 
the Russians are Coming; It’s a Mad, 
Mad, Mad, Mad World; and Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner — Directed 
by Alexander Mackendrick, (Whisky 
Galore; The Man in the White Suit; 
and The Sweet Smell of Success) — 
while the cast is a veritable who’s who, 
including Alec Guinness, Herbert 
Lom, Cecil Parker, Peter Sellers, Katie 
Johnson and Frankie Howerd.

Oscars all over the ship.
But that is not why I love The 

Ladykillers.
I love it because, well, it is so 

huggable.
Just as this movie was a last hurrah 

for Ealing Studios, so you could 
also think that it was a last hurrah 
for Victorian England as it sank 
awkwardly into its own sunset.

The subsiding old house of this 
story, together with the classic little 
old ladies tenaciously holding on to 
their umbrellas, and moral code, is 
the last glimpse of a generation we 
will never see again.

The plot involves five sinister and 
deeply troubling men who become 
lodgers with a quirky old lady 
(Mrs Wilberforce), who lives in an 
equally quirky old house (“It’s the 
subsidence”) with her parrots (voiced 
by Peter Sellers).

Their cover story is that they are a 
string quintet who need a place to 
practice, but in fact they are planning 
a major robbery.

Worse still, they plan to use the old 
lady to help carry out their nefarious 
heist.

The plan works perfectly, until 
it doesn’t — thanks to a probably 
overdone cameo by Frankie Howerd 
(of Carry On fame) as a neurotic 
barrow-boy (Well, it  is  Frankie 
Howerd).

Nevertheless, just when they think 
they have triumphed, Mrs Wilberforce 
sees the loot (£60,000) and realises all 
is not what it seems.

Before she can put the pieces 
together, her lodgers return — but 
now they have become her would-be 
killers.

These five characters have the traits 
of every movie villain around — 
from Guinness’s unhinged psychotic 
(played mostly by his strange teeth) to 
the east-European sleaze of Herbert 
Lom; from the gentle giant physicality 
of Danny Green to the gentleman 
conman of Cecil Parker, or the 

common cockney lowlife portrayed 
by Peter Sellers (in his first major role).

With all this criminal fire power and 
60,000 reasons to do away with the 
birdlike Mrs Wilberforce, things look 
grim for the dear old thing.

Or do they?
Mrs Wilberforce, still oblivious to 

the real and mortal danger she is now 
in, continues to treat her guests with 
spinster-aunt severity:

“Just try for one hour to behave like 
gentlemen”.

They discover that her genteel 
Victorian exterior covers the obdurate 
stony mettle of her times.

Katie Johnson carries this movie and 
is a standout, even in such illustrious 
company.

Born in 1878, she made her first 
movie in the 1930s but had only small 
roles until she made The Ladykillers 
for which she won a British Academy 
award.

She portrays Mrs Wilberforce with 
a fierce determination to uphold all 
things right and a slight bewilderment 
that the unalterable permanence 
of her life is not always so — like 
the foundations of her gradually 
subsiding house.

The scene in which she describes the 
events of her 21st birthday will make 
you ache for a time now gone, for that 
generation that is now lost to us.

COMPOSITE images are exactly what 
the words suggest.

It’s creating one image by combining 
two or more photographs.

When I was a photojournalist, this 
sort of artistry was strictly forbidden 
and I never dared to “cheat” like that.

But now I have retired from that 
industry, I am free to make as many 
composite images as I like.

And I do like!
It’s a hell of a lot of fun and if done 

well no one can tell that you have 
combined the images in Photoshop.

Or if you prefer you can make the 
superimposition obvious and make 
your artistic point that way.

When the famous WW1 photographer 
Frank Hurley was sent to the Western 
Front he clashed with the army 
regarding truth and photography.

He argued fiercely and stated:

“ N o n e  b u t  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e 
e n d e a v o u re d  c a n  re a l i s e  t h e 
insurmountable dif f iculties  of 
portraying a modern battle by the 
camera.
To include the event on a single 
negative, I have tried and tried, but 
the results are hopeless.
Now, if negatives are taken of all 
the separate incidents in the action 
and combined, some idea may then 
be gained of what a modern battle 
looks like!”

Hurley constructed his composite 
images in the darkroom by printing 
parts of different negatives onto the 

same piece of photographic paper.
Now in 2021, we can easily use 

Photoshop to create our composite 
images by seamlessly blending them 
with layers, masks and blurs.

If you study the skills you will need 
in Photoshop or Lightroom you can 
open up a whole new avenue for self-
expression.

Having fun is the name of the game 
and your hobby should be bringing 
you joy as well as allowing your artistry 
to shine.

Now, I rarely use composite images 
in newspaper work and we must 
remember that it’s ethical to tell the 
readers in the caption that the pic has 
been digitally manipulated.

But when I am creating video clips 
for music videos, I often use composite 
images.

Anything that catches the viewer’s eye 
and stimulates them is fair game in this 
form of media.

Here are some of my favourite 
composite images created in Photoshop.

Pic 1:  ‘Way Out West’ this 
composite is made up from 
three images. The silhouette of a 
Gippsland farmer is placed in front 
of a Western District shed and 
then a sunset taken in Warrandyte 
is placed on a layer at the back. 
The three images were taken over 
a period of 30 years. 

Pic 2: Fiddle player Michael Doyle 
was photographed at sunset at 
Brighton Beach [shooting into 
the sun] and then superimposed 
against a sunset pic of the You 
Yangs.

Pic 3:  The black frigate bird, 
pictured on Christmas Island in 
the middle of the Indian Ocean 
was right in the middle of the dark 
cloud formation and didn’t stand 
out very well. He was shifted in 
Photoshop to an area of light sky 
to become a strong focal point. 

talking images
With BILL McAULEY

By JUDY DUNGEY 

classic movies

Pic 1

Pic 3   

Pic 2

The Ladykillers publicity stills, 1955 Rank/Ealing Studios
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Catch up with important news and events from across 
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte 
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up
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What the Federal Budget means for your tax

State Budget 2021/22 —what is in it for you?

THE 2021 FEDERAL Budget is a big 
spending budget designed to create 
jobs, stimulate business investment 
and build confidence following the 
first recession since 1990, thanks to the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

This month, we will look at the 
Bu dg e t ’s  t a x  i mp l i cat i o n s  f o r 
individuals.

Low and middle income taxpayers 
can enjoy another year of the LAMITO 
tax offset of up to $1,080 in addition 
to the Low Income Tax Offset (LITO).

These offsets will apply to both your 
2021 and 2022 tax returns.

M e d i c a r e  l e v y  l o w - i n c o m e 
thresholds will increase by varying 
amounts for singles, families, seniors 
and pensioners for the 2021 income 
year.

For example, the threshold for 
singles increases by $425 to $23,226 
and for single seniors and pensioners 
by $649 to $36,705 before the Medicare 

levy of two per cent applies.
For retirees, from July 1 2022, the 

age for accessing the downsizing 
super contribution strategy has been 
reduced from age 65 to age 60.

This opens up the opportunity to 
sell your home and make a non-
concessional contribution of up to 
$300,000.

If you are a couple, it means you can 
sell your home and both contribute 
up to $300,000 into your super fund.

This opportunity could well enable 
many couples and singles to retire up 
to five years earlier, funded by equity 
otherwise locked up in their home 
until age 65.

Getting rid of the Work Test for those 
who are in the 67 to 74 age range from 
July 1, 2022 is another winner.

You will no longer need to satisfy the 
work test of working at least 40 hours 
in any 30 day period in the financial 
year in which you may wish to make 
concessional or non-concessional 
super contributions.

Both of these measures provide 
opportunities for those of you in 
the relevant age ranges that are 

underfunded for their retirement to 
top up their super fund subject to the 
concessional and non-concessional 
caps.
First Home Super Scheme (FHSS)
The amount a first home buyer may 

withdraw out of their super to fund 
the deposit required for their home 
loan has been increased from $30,000 
to $50,000.

Only voluntary concessional and 
non-concessional contributions made 
by the applicant can be withdrawn so 
you cannot include employer super 
guarantee contributions or spouse 
contributions to your super fund.

Voluntary contributions made from 
July 1, 2017 up to the existing limit of 
$15,000 per year will count towards 
the total amount able to be released.

To be eligible, a person must be 18 
years or over, have not used the FHSS 
scheme before and have never owned 
real property in Australia.

Withdrawals of eligible FHSS 
contributions and associated earnings 
are taxed at the individual’s marginal 
rate less a 30 per cent tax offset, which 

results in an effective tax saving on 
money channelled via super for a first 
home purchase.

It  is  expected the amending 
legislation will have received Royal 
Assent by July 1, 2022.

Home guarantees for single 
parents and new homes 

The new home guarantee is to 
be expanded for a second year to 
provide an additional 10,000 places 
in 2021/22.

First home buyers seeking to build a 
new home or purchase a newly built 
home will be able to do so with a 
deposit as little as five per cent.

The family home guarantee for 
single parents is to be established with 
10,000 guarantees made available 
over four years to single parents 
with dependants, allowing them 
to purchase a home sooner with a 
deposit of as low as 2 per cent.

This guarantee applies to both first 
home buyers and previous owner 
occupiers who are Australian citizens 
with taxable incomes of no more than 
$125,000.

Self-education expenses
Currently, individuals claiming a tax 

deduction for self-education expenses 
need to reduce their claim by the first 
$250.

This reduction has been removed 
and is expected to apply from July 1, 
2022 onwards.

Unti l  the  above changes  are 
legislated and have received Royal 
Assent, commencement dates for 
implementation are expected dates but 
should not be regarded as certainties.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be used as professional 
advice and should not be used as 
such.
Before making any decisions based 
upon the above content, it is advisable 
to contact your financial adviser or 
registered tax agent. 
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA, Registered 
Tax Agent, is Director of Personalised 
Taxation & Accounting Services Pty 
Ltd. PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113. 
Mobile: 0412 011 946
bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au   
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

THE VICTORIAN State Budget was 
released on May 20, and Treasurer 
Tim Pallas outlined a priority for 
investment in our recovery.

With the horrors of last year’s 
pandemic lockdown hopefully behind 
us, the government has put money 
into restoring our mental health, jobs, 
education and building infrastructure.

With every budget there are winners 
and losers, and this time around big 
business and property investors will 
have to come to terms with additional 
taxes and stamp duty, while those 
purchasing electric vehicles will enjoy 
the benefit of a $3,000 subsidy, which 
is set to somewhat offset last year’s 
electric vehicle road users charge.

Locally, there are some winners, 
with two local schools benefitting from 
funding for upgrades.

Warrandyte High School has received 
$3.5 million to upgrade their arts 
classrooms and school grounds, while 
Kangaroo Ground Primary School 
will receive $4.3 million in upgrade 
funding.

However, Member for Warrandyte, 
Ryan Smith says it is too little too late.

“Having been deaf to the pleas for 
funding for too many years, the state 
government has finally allocated 
funding to Warrandyte High School.

“This recognition has been a long 
time coming and I want to thank 
parents and staff who have joined 
me in advocating for the school’s fair 
share.

“Unfortunately the Budget failed 
to deliver any other support for the 
Warrandyte Electorate, with another 
dozen worthy state schools still waiting 
for much-needed capital works or 
maintenance funding.

“The needs of our local sporting 

clubs, neighbourhood houses and our 
community service providers were 
ignored, with no investment for public 
transport services or local roads.

“The ballooning debt and increased 
taxes will deliver very little to our 
community, leaving the government’s 
mantra of ‘governing for all’ sounding 
pretty hollow”, Mr Smith said.

Protecting the environment
There is an $877.1 million investment 

in the state budget to protect Victoria’s 
environment.

More than $517 million will go 
towards reducing the risk of bushfires, 
including $15.6 million to increase 
work to remove long grasses and other 
highly flammable undergrowth across 
the state.

Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio 
said bushfires are a real and ongoing 
risk.

“With this Budget, we’ll undertake 
crucial work to protect our environment 
and communities,” she said.

More than $133 million will upgrade 
the digital radio service for Forest Fire 
Management Victoria staff and other 
emergency response personnel, so 
forest fires are contained more quickly 
while also keeping firefighters safe.

This will mean personnel can avoid 
radio black spots and communicate 
better with other first responders 
—including Country Fire Authority 
volunteers — when fighting fires and 
responding to remote emergencies.

A further $22.5 million will use 
the expertise of Aboriginal cultural 
burning in Victoria’s land management, 
contributing to bushfire preparation in 
local communities.

Acknowledging the crucial role for 

grassroots volunteers who care for our 
environment, there is $75.3 million to 
care for our iconic wildlife, to plant 
trees and tackle weeds and pests.

Landcare, Trust for Nature and the 
Port Philip Bay Fund will share in this 
funding, supporting the work of their 
local volunteers.

The Budget invests $31.7 million 
towards State Parks being properly 
patrolled and maintained, including 
regular track maintenance by Parks 
Victoria rangers.

Supporting young people
The Budget invests a dedicated $277 

million in new support for schools, 
ensuring mental health and wellbeing 
is a core part of a student’s experience 
at school.

Minister for Education James 
Merlino said: “Whenever I visit a 
school, families and teachers tell me 
mental health and wellbeing is the 
single biggest issue affecting our kids.”

The government has pledged to 
“build the mental health system from 
the ground up”, and is putting schools 
at the centre of this response by 
helping to supply what they need to 
support their students, families and 
communities.

This includes establishing a new 
$200 million School Mental Health 
Fund, which schools will use to deliver 
programs, staff and other support 
specific to their school community’s 
needs.

The Fund will be rolled out to 
all regional and rural government 
schools as a priority in mid-2022, 
with metropolitan schools to follow 
from 2023.

Schools will be able to draw from 
a range of evidence-based measures 

proven to work — from the “Positive 
Education” model to therapy dog 
programs to mental health first aid 
training.

Schools will also be able to use their 
funding to engage more mental health 
and wellbeing staff to further support 
their children and young people.

Funding will massively expand the 
Mental Health in Primary Schools 
pilot, reaching 100 schools.

A partnership with the Murdoch 
Children’s Research Institute, the pilot 
enables schools to employ a Mental 
Health and Wellbeing Coordinator, 
while also supporting staff to better 
understand and respond to mental 
health and wellbeing issues affecting 
their students.

The Budget invests $20.5 million to 
increase access to 10 Tech Schools, 
including one in Nillumbik, which 
are building students’ STEM skills 
and connecting them to the jobs of 
the future.

Catching up with health care 
Last year, while the necessary 

restrictions were in place to save lives, 
many people deferred their normal 
checkups and care routines, which 
means there is now a large number of 
Victorians presenting to our hospitals 
with more complex or more serious 
health conditions.

To help Victorians catch up on this 
deferred care, the Budget will deliver 
a $91 million boost for community-
based health services, including dental 
services, cancer screening, and maternal 
and child health appointments.

The Budget allows for $1.2 billion to 
upgrade and build more hospitals so 
the State’s health services can deliver 
the highest quality of care for more 
Victorians.

There is $556 million in the budget 
to build and expand 10 community 
hospitals, including one in Eltham.

This investment will ease strain on 
existing services, by delivering care at 
a local level.

It also means that if a child falls sick 
late at night, a teenager breaks their 
ankle at sport, or if a loved one needs 
dialysis, local families will be able to 
get the care they need, close to home.

$99.7 million will be set aside for new 
paediatric emergency departments at 
Maroondah Hospital, Casey Hospital, 
Northern Hospital, University Hospital 
Geelong, and Frankston Hospital.

Minister for Health Martin Foley said: 
“We know the quality of care Victorians 
receive shouldn’t be reliant on where 
they live, which is why we’re building 
new hospitals and upgrading services 
right across the state.

“Even better, it’s creating more than 
2,400 new local jobs.”

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance



Lawn Mowing And Whipper Snipping

Backyard Clean Up Services

Tree Pruning And Removal

Weeding And Mulching

Hedge Trimming

Property Maintenance

& Odd Jobs

Jake Clancy
Qualified Arborist

    0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare

mob.

two birds
and a barrow

0 4 8 8  9 9 4  6 6 9

G A R D E N I N G
specialising in natural Australian gardens

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com
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Just a pop of colour in your garden

Thinking positive about Climate Change

LOCKDOWN again as we head into 
June. 

But there is still goodness in staying 
safe and at home — time spent with 
family and time spent in the garden. 

I am sitting here in front of the fire 
surrounded by flowers from the garden. 

Salvias in a small bottle, rose hips in 
a pottery vase, and proteas (purchased 
from a “side of the road” stall) in an old 
Mason jar. 

Bowls of chestnuts near the fire. 
Big vase of weeping cotoneaster 

branches in the bathroom (yes I’m 
sorry, I’m sorry, it a weeeeeeed in 
these parts).

Kumquats on the kitchen bench 
waiting for jam making.

Salmon and coppery tones all of 
them. 

You look out on the misty morning 
and realise they are the colours of June. 

The end of the autumn foliage, 
although my Cotinus is still holding 
on fast to the final leaves, reminding 
me I will need to get out there and cut 
it back soon. 

The beautiful sunsets we are having, 
the mistletoe hanging in bunches from 
the gums, the reds of the King Parrots 
who have come back to befriend us 
once again.

Bringing the colours inside the house, 
near a window or door, seems to bring 
the garden inside. 

So even on the coldest, wintery 
gardening days you can still enjoy the 
delights of the garden. 

I also collect the beautiful Carnival 
Glass from the 1920s but that is a whole 
other story for another time. 

Salmon, reds, oranges and coppery 
tones. 

Now is the time to think ahead for 
our wintery gardens of 2022, and make 

plans of what to plant in the coming 
spring. 

It might just be planting some bulbs 
or popping a citrus plant in a terracotta 
pot or planning swathes of salvias 
to attract the beautiful wrens and 
honeyeaters who adore them. 

“Wendys Wish” or “Embers Wish” 
and “Love and Wishes” are great 
indestructible plants flowering now 
and they just keep giving. 

Blood vitalising herbs, enhance blood 
circulation, both medicinally and also 
when they catch your eye in the garden. 

Fruit salad sage (Salvia dorisiana) 
has edible foliage and smells delicious 
when you brush past it while weeding. 

My orchids are surprisingly thriving 
this year. 

A year of neglect, but I have moved 
them near a warm wall, and they seem 
to love it. 

Its intriguing to look at them very 
closely for a long time and notice the 
intricacies of the flowers. 

The delicate paint work of each and 
every flower.

Now is the time to keep on top of the 
weeds in the garden (never ending I 
know) and get out the chainsaw and 
lop of dead and sickly branches from 
the larger plants. 

It is a great time to light a bonfire and 
get rid of disease-ridden wood and 
branches. 

“Prune in June” is an old adage but 
a good one. 

At the start of June, I always buy a new 
pair of secateurs, not expensive ones, I 
have those as well.

But June is an intense pruning time in 
my garden, and I need something sharp 
and always lose them.

I saw the other day several letterboxes 
situated around the garden with string 
or garden ties, secateurs, and a pruning 
knife in each one. 

So wherever you are in the garden you 
will have the essentials at hand.

Ha!
Now is the time to prune your roses. 

If left, they might develop fungal 
diseases, but they will always flower 
bigger and better if pruned soon. 

This can be done methodically or 
hack back hard with hedge trimmer 
electric or by hand. 

P r o b a b l y  t h e  b e s t  p i e c e  o f 
information I was given was to give 
them air to breathe. 

Both around the base of them and 
within the crown. 

Do not plant other plants too close 
to roses but also prune out dead wood 
and small sickly branches from the 
centre of the roses. 

Remember the old rule that once a 
rose bush has been pruned it should 
look like a vase shape with three or 
five vertical sticks from a singular base. 

If you like to prune lightly that is ok 
— I get nervous too! 

Always prune about 3cm above an 
outward facing bud, and slightly on an 
angle so the water sitting on the cutting 
will not rot the branch. 

Plant and prune fruit and nut trees. 
I currently have no issue with pruning 

my apple, nectarine, quince, and pear 
trees, as the Sambar Deer are doing a 
great (though destructive) job of that.  

Plant new fruit trees with a northerly 
aspect and plenty of water and sunlight 
for them to flourish. 

They need good drainage and room 
to spread out so if planting a new 
orchard scenario make sure they are 
about 4–5 metres apart. 

There is a Persimmon tree in the front 
yard of a local garden with each branch 
of near ripe fruit bagged so the birds 
cannot get to it. 

A beautiful tree with large deciduous 
leaves and large globe like orange fruit. 

An acquired taste I admit but still a 
worthwhile tree in the garden. 

Oh, and pomegranates — I love 
everything about them. 

I would love a small orchard, maybe 
this year of the lockdown will be the 
year I buy some bare rooted trees and 
make a start. 

Or maybe a small  olive grove 
underplanted with catmint. 

Deer don’t like catmint, or alliums, or 
anything with fragrant foliage. 

Salvias, dill, Russian aage, lambs ear, 
irises, but your vegetable garden is a 
virtual salad bar (especially by fruit box 
raised gardens) so they will need to be 
fenced tightly. 

I have also read that you can hang 
bars of soap from string in the garden 
and they will be deterred by the 
fragrance. 

Blood and bone might just be a 
better idea. 

Take hardwood cuttings and make 
plans for where they will be planted 
in the garden or who to gift them to. 

L o o k  f o r  m u s h r o o m s  a n d 
toadstools in the garden and on 
the bark of dead and alive trees and 
make sure you know the difference 
between them. 

Google is a wonderful thing. 
Make sure to discuss these with 

the kids and inform them that the 
prettiest toadstools MUST NOT BE 
TOUCHED but left to be admired and 
photographed.

Isn’t it curious that winter is a time 
of reds, oranges and yellows — the 
Boston Ivy divine — the colour of wine, 
or muscat.  

Hmmmm… coincidence? 
On cold nights in front of the fire, I 

think not.
Enjoy. 
Stay safe, and wear your mask.

MY NAME IS Amari.
I’m a 13 year old girl who has been 

invited to write about climate change 
from the perspective of a young person, 
on behalf of WarrandyteCAN, our local 
climate action group.

I want you to know that I, and many 
of my peers, feel anxious about climate 
change, and I would like to share how 
we can manage to work towards a 
better future.

Knowing that we do have the 

solutions to fix climate change is 
inspiring .

And as you read this, even more 
solutions and ideas are forming.

All we have to do is use them.
Many friends I know fear climate 

change.
Every time I hear someone talk about 

climate change, global warming and 
the environmental risks facing our 
future, I have a sinking feeling in my 
stomach.

Some people don’t even believe in 
climate change.

I’ve seen climate change deniers that 
seem to be connected to the interests of 
big and powerful corporations —some 
of the greatest polluters and carbon 
emitters in our country.

Instead of trying to help, it’s easier for 
them to pretend that climate change 
is a myth.

But if you look at the facts, it’s 
undeniable and already starting to 
impact our world.

I recently finished reading a book 
called A Field Guide to Climate Anxiety 
by Sarah Jaquette Ray.

It went into detail about how climate 
change affects your wellbeing.

In one of the earlier chapters, a few 
students were asked what they saw in 
the future.

When they said that they couldn’t see 
anything, they thought they needed to 
try harder.

Whereas they later realised they 
were trying, but genuinely could not 
see anything.

And this isn’t restricted to just those 
students who were surveyed; people all 
over the world feel the same, including 
me.

I found I’m often thinking about what 
has to be done instead of recognising 
what we have done.

I would like to share that I am starting 
to feel more hope when I hear of big 
businesses making changes and taking 
responsibility for their emissions.

Although we have a lot to do, there 
is so much good, and we should 
recognise the good.

Energy use is one of the biggest 
causes of carbon pollution, with 35 per 
cent of total carbon emitted to create 

electricity according to the National 
Greenhouse Accounts.

I am happy to say many Australian 
retailers are taking responsibility for 
the environment and changing to 
renewable energy.

Coles, Woolworths and Bunnings 
have committed to being 100 per cent 
renewable in the next four years.

This would have sounded far-fetched 
only a year ago but is now fact.

Momentum is building quickly, and it 
is so exciting to be part of this change.

Some people have this excuse that 
we don’t have the technology to fix 
climate change.

Maybe this was once true, but not 
anymore.

We do have the technology.
Some people have these excuses 

that it’s too expensive but in reality, 
it’s cheaper.

I recognise that it’s not just big 
businesses and governments that 
need to act.

In our own lives, we can all be doing 
things to make a difference.

We can fix our mistakes.

We just need to move fast.
Because every day is one day closer 

to a disaster we can’t fix.
We can all do simple and small things 

to help.
You don’t need to be the hero and 

change the world.
Some people might want to help but 

don’t know how.
Feeling overwhelmed won’t help 

them.
So, inspire people and lead by 

example.
Remember to congratulate yourself 

and the work you do, no matter how 
small.

Also, make it fun.
Maybe organise something with your 

friends or get in touch with a local 
action group.
Amari Larratt is a supporter of 
WarrandyteCAN, a Year 7 Secondary 
School Student and a Warrandyte 
Resident.
To learn more about 
WarrandyteCAN find them on 
Facebook: 
facebook.com/warrandytecan

BY KATHY GARDINER

gardening

By AMARI LARRATT  
WarrandyteCAN GUEST WRITER

green edge
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See the difference, shop local
Eye Examinations Bulk Billed

Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9am–5.30pm, Sat 9am–1pm
Ph 9844 4422  warrandyte@eyeson.com.au

Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic
Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte

www.ivoryhearing.com.au

Is your life affected by hearing loss???

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

It’s time to see our caring audiologist & find out how
you can enjoy hearing your best again!
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Living with Sadness

Gaslighting: coping with being lied to

SADNESS LIVES as a deep darkness 
within our soul.

It affects every action, every word, 
and every moment of our life.

In mental health, it is often diagnosed 
as depression.

But sadness is not always depression.
S a d n e s s  c ro s s e s  m a n y  m o re 

boundaries than a simple diagnosis.
Many of my clients identify sadness 

attached to their circumstance.
This sadness lives deep in their heart 

and brings heaviness to their day.
Some suggest that sadness comes 

from their sense of loss, others from 
their feeling of being unheard or 
unseen.

Sadness can also encompass an 
inability to move forward with life, to 
make sense of what is going on around 
us, or our lack of achievement.

Some even identify sadness as the 
absolute inability to create change.

I often hear the words “I just want 
to be happy”.

It would be wonderful to wave a 
magic wand and take away everyone’s 
sadness, but unfortunately that is not 
possible.

Making peace with that sadness is 
probably the only thing we can do. 

Sadness is individual to each person; 
no one experiences it the same way.

If we are touched by this deep 
perplexing emotion, it is unlikely that 
we can completely rid ourselves of 
it, but what we can do, is understand 
where this sadness comes from and 
perhaps find happiness alongside our 
sadness.

This sounds crazy I know, and 
for many people they might say 
impossible.

But is it?
Once our deep sadness is identified 

and understood, it becomes part of 
who we are, but it does not need to 
dominate our presence.

It is a bit cliché, but light can be found 
out of darkness.

It just has to be found.
I live with a deep sadness in my heart, 

and some days it can be completely 
overwhelming.

But accepting and understanding my 
sadness has allowed me to find a space 
in my heart where it is protected and 
respected yet contained.

The sadness does not have to be the 
dominant emotion in my life.

The sadness may also have taught 
us a number of lessons, to be more 
compassionate or understanding 
for example.

It might also have taught us to use 
our active listening skills.

Active listening is not just hearing, 
but is totally and completely engaging 
with the other person. 

Hearing their voice, seeing their 
emotions,  watching their body 
language, engaging in the conversation 
and being able to actively communicate 
back what we see and hear.

When a person is actively listened 
to, it is so much more than just being 
heard.

If you were to pick up a mirror and 
take a look at the face staring back at 
you, what would you see?

Sadness has a deepness that affects 
the way we look. 

It is seen in our facial expressions.
Sadness lives in our eyes, deep inside 

our soul.
The recognition of what we see 

reflected back at us may make us cry.
This is because we are forced to 

acknowledge the face of sadness.
Ask yourself, how would you react 

to this face if you met it in the street?
Would you walk away?
Would you offer words of condolence 

or care?
It is important that we recognise 

that this face that confronts us in the 
mirror, is the face that our family, 
friends, employers, and colleagues are 
also seeing.

I am not saying for a moment that 
we should hide sadness; I am merely 
suggesting that we can find a place for 
that sadness to live within us without it 
dominating everything we do.

It  takes time though, nothing 
happens overnight.

Sadness can be so debilitating when 
we allow it.

I hold my sadness in my heart and 
yes, in my soul too, but I respect my 
sadness with the reverence that it is 
due.

My sadness allows me to be the 
empathetic person I have become, it 
has given me a greater understanding 
of humanity.

The best thing of all is that having 
addressed my deep sadness I have also 
given myself permission to be happy.

Permission to be happy
These are big words; as sadness can 

also dictate that we do not deserve to 
be happy.

But everyone deserves to be happy. 
We only live once.
By loving and respecting ourselves, 

by embracing our sadness, we can give 
ourselves permission to be happy. 

It is our choice; it is not up to 
someone to allow us to be happy, 
we have to find it within ourselves 
alongside our sadness.
Stephanie Foxley has lived and 
worked in the Manningham district 
for over 20 years.  
Now relocated to Queensland 
she offers online Counselling and 
Clinical Hypnosis via Zoom.  
Medibank, Bupa, Police Health 
Fund and Doctor’s Health fund 
accredited.  
Member of ACA, CCAA, & PACFA
Mobile: 0407 921 122  
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: (12-25 yrs) 1800 650 
890
Coronavirus Health Information 
Line: 1800 020 080
Health and Human Services:  
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

HAVE YOU EVER questioned yourself 
and think you are going mad?

Is it really you, or are you potentially 
a victim of gaslighting?

Today there is  evidence that 
gaslighting can happen at home, 
work, school, social media, and it can 
happen to both men and women.

What is gaslighting?
Gaslighting is a form of psychological 

manipulation and abuse, through 
a slow process over a long period, 
sowing seeds of doubt, misdirection, 
contradiction, misinformation, 
making you question your memories, 
perceptions and judgement, and 
leaving you feeling powerless.

Long term effects may include 
trauma, depression and anxiety, low 
self-esteem and self-worth.

The perpetrator will deny any abuse 
ever happened, and also, they will 
belittle the victim’s emotions and 
feelings regarding their claimed 
injustice.

Where did the term “gaslighting” 
come from?

As the Diary’s Classic Movies column 
discussed in April, the term gaslighting 
derived from a British stage play called 
Gas Light in 1938. 

The play was about a man trying to 
drive his wife into madness by turning 
down the gas lamps in her home and 
denying it. 

He was trying to distort her mind. 
In 1940 and 1944, two movies titled 

Gaslight were produced, based on 
the play.
Why don’t people recognise it and 
walk away from the perpetrator?
It could be because the person 

has grown up in an environment of 
gaslighting; perhaps it was happening 
to them as a child or they watched a 
family member experience it.

The person does not have any other 
frame of reference as to how a healthy, 
supportive relationship is.

They are nice people, don’t like to 
upset anyone, and believe people 
are good; therefore, they rationalise 
the other person’s behaviour with 
comments like they didn’t mean it, are 
stressed, or love me, but I upset them, 
and it was my fault.

Gaslighting examples
• I never said that. 
• That never happened.
• You are too sensitive.
• You can’t even take a joke 

anymore.
• Just let go of the past.
• I’m sorry you choose to feel this 

way.
• It’s not that bad.
• You are over-exaggerating.
• No one will love you as much as 

I do.
• You are lucky to have me.
• You are making a big deal about 

nothing.

Examples in different 
environments of Gaslighting

Romantic Relationships
• Make them feel they are at fault, 

and no one will value them or even 
want them.

• Create a fear of abandonment or not 
good enough, so they stay with the 
devil they know; at least they have 
someone that loves them.

• The abuser will tell you not to talk 
too much or touch on certain topics, 
yet they will do it themselves, and 
if you try, you are given the glare or 
told off — they love the control.

Friendships
• Friends will gossip about you and 

your situation and turn things 
against you.

• They love creating drama more than 
usual — it’s a thrill for the abuser.

• They pretend to care and use your 
information against you, sometimes 
to your own family or partner, 
colleagues et cetera.

Work environment
• They will try to sabotage your effort 

and take credit for your good work 
and ideas, and even blame you if 
they fail or make mistakes.

• A senior may harass you physically 
or sexually, and if you confront 
them, they flip it around as a joke, 
and you’re too sensitive.

• If the work colleague or boss 
does not know the answer to your 
question, they will dismiss it as 
unimportant.

• They will tell you to talk but be 
doing something else, pretending 
they are listening whilst multi-
tasking.

• They give vague instruction then 
blame you for not being smart 
enough to understand it.

• They will act like they answered 
your question already, but they 
have not.

Gaslighting in Parenthood
• Growing up with a narcissistic 

parent creates power and control 
over you.

• Their love is conditional.
• You may have been the scapegoat 

or the golden child in the home; if 
scapegoat, this will affect your self-
worth, have no purpose, feel lost, 
mentally beaten down, invalidated, 
and lack self-love.

• They deny what you heard or feel, 
invalidate your own guidance, and 
only listen to them, hindering your 
self-belief — it’s about control for 
them.

Coping techniques to recover from 
Gaslighting

You are transitioning your life from 
gaslighting to freedom and self-worth.

Step 1. Awareness: Know the signs 
and acknowledge them by reflection or 
in the moment it’s happening.

Step 2. Write things down: Be sure 
of what you said, heard or did, so when 
they try to change your view or mind, 
you can begin to trust yourself more.

Step 3. Acknowledge your feelings: 
Your feelings have been misguided 
from your heart and mind.

Begin to listen to your instincts, the 
very first thought or feeling that comes 
up before you begin to listen to the 
gaslighter.

Your feelings are not to be judged by 
you or others; acknowledge how you 
feel, good or bad, right or wrong, begin 
to feel again and even write them down 
as a record.

Do not let the gaslighter invalidate 
how you feel; no one has a right to tell 
you how to feel.

Step 4. Seek help: Find people 
you can trust that are reliable and 
supportive, or contact a therapist to 
support you in the transition to self-
worth.

Please don’t give the narcissists any 
more power over you; they will try 
harder to keep you down, as this is their 
false sense of security of their own self-
worth and control over you.

Accept what was and that it’s ok to 
change, and in fact, it’s beneficial to 
change, take courage and personal 
strength back for your physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual wellness.

Step 5. Become an observer of the 
small things: It often starts small and 
builds up over time, and they will want 
you in their life for their own lack of 
self-worth.

You are breaking your pattern of 
being the victim

It takes time to break the cycle and 
not measure yourself against others 
who have come through this.

No one knows what you went 
through, perhaps other people’s stories 
sound bad, but that’s not important 
to you; what is imnportant, is that you 
run your own race at your own time 
and pace.

Maree Zimny is a qualified 
Clinical Hypnotherapist, Quantum 
Frequency Coach, NLP
and HeartMath® Certified Trainer
Specialist in Anxiety, Stress, 
Communications and Anger 
Management
0403 325 858  
facebook.com/thereliefcliniconline

mental health
By STEPHANIE FOXLEY 
MCouns, MACA

By MAREE ZIMNY

wellness



Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to your 

design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

We are hiring
Are you familiar with MYOB or Xero? Do you have great communication 
skills, computer literacy and an eye for detail?
Warrandyte Diary has a vacancy for a part-time administrator/ad manager/
proofreader.
Working out of the Warrandyte Community Centre, the Diary has been the 
home of news in Warrandyte and Surrounds for over 50 years.
With the retirement of our admin manager, we are looking for someone to 
be the heartbeat of the Diary.
Flexible hours, friendly team and you’d be working at a much-loved 
Warrandyte institution.

Send your CV to editor@warrandytediary.com.au 
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Yarra Warra extends Bush Kinder to three-year-olds
BY LIZ CANE
IN 2022, Yarra Warra Preshool will be 
extending their three-year-old Kinder 
program to 10 hours a week, five of 
which will be subsidised. 

And for the first time, three-year-
olds will also be able to participate in 
Yarra Warra’s much-loved Bush Kinder 
program. 

With a recent government initiative 
to provide funding for three-year-old 
preschool programs in 2022, families 
will have access to five hours a week of 

kindergarten programs for three-year-
olds, and this will increase up to 15 
hours a week by 2029. 

Kinder programs provide children 
with opportunities for play based 
learning to support the development 
of curiosity, concentration, resilience 
and creativity as well as strategies to 
regulate their behaviour and socialise 
with others. 

The new three-year-old programs will 
replicate this and be tailored to meet the 
needs of their individual communities. 

Yarra Warra Preschool is one such 

venue adapting their three-year-old 
kinder program to suit its community, 
by incorporating its Bush Kinder into 
the program. 

Bush Kinder
This year so far, children in four-

year-old bush kinder have been taught 
about caring for their environment 
and becoming environmentally 
responsible through hands on activities 
involving how to care for trees, planting 
seedlings, composting, recycling, and 
repurposing.

Children have been learning about 
animals, and researching different 
bugs and beetles they regularly find 
in the bush.

They have been taught about fire 
safety and were able to collect sticks 
for the bush kinder fire and help 
prepare and cook baked potatoes to 
eat, with some children adding herbs 
from the bush garden.

There is also time for free play 
where students use imagination, 
creativity and have together created a 
dinosaur world with natural materials 

like rocks, bushes, sticks, wood, and 
charcoal. 

Children are taught there is no 
such thing as bad weather, just 
inappropriate clothing, so they are 
provided with wet weather gear 
to further enable the full bush 
experience all year round.

Applications for first round Kinder 
placements for 2022 close on June 30.
Contact your local council for more 
information. 

Photos supplied
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Reconciliation is more than just a word
By NIETA MANSER
INDIGENOUS ARTIST, Amanda 
Wright, has made a huge impression 
at the front entrance to Warrandyte 
Primary School.

Ms Wright was commissioned 
to create a spectacular piece of 
Indigenous art that represents the 
school’s commitment to reconciliation 
and learning the history of indigenous 
culture in Warrandyte.

Using part of a Bendigo Bank grant 
given to the school’s Reconciliation 
Action Plan Committee (the RAP), 
this passionate group of parents 
and staff engaged the services of Ms 
Wright to create a mural that would 
hold meaning for past, present and 
future students at Warrandyte Primary 
school.

This piece of art was painted onto 
a large concrete water tank and was 
completed across three days.

Ms Wright spent time with the 
students, explaining what the mural 
represented.

“The mural has a painting of an Elder 
looking towards the gate and was 
painted to be facing the carpark so that 
he is looking at the kids as they come 
in,” she explained.

“He looks over the children and 
families as they enter the school.”

Dreamtime is represented in the 
silhouette of the girl dancing with 
the stars.

Wominjeka welcomes families and 
visitors to the school.

The blue represents the Yarra river 
and the orange lines underneath 
everything represents fire.

“I also painted Bunjil as this is a 
part of some Victorian Aboriginal’s 
mythology.”

Bunjil is a creator, cultural hero, or 
ancestral being that is often depicted 
as a wedge-tailed eagle in paintings 
and stories.

Ms Wright enjoyed talking with 
the students as she painted and was 
happy to hear them talk about what 
they knew about Aboriginal history in 
Warrandyte.

“It was fun painting it and the kids 
kept coming up and telling stories 
they had heard of Indigenous people 
or customs.”

Ms Wright has quickly become 
an admired artist in the school 
community and discussions are 
already taking place as to where else 
in the school Indigenous artwork can 
be displayed in the future.

Warrandyte Primary School and the 
RAP are also busy organising a special 
incursion as part of Reconciliation 
Week.

Students will spend a day learning 
how to play Marngrook and then 
teaming up to have a game.

Marngrook means game ball and is 
played by Aboriginal people across 
South Eastern Australia.

Amanda Wright is a proud Palawa 
woman from her mother’s side.

She has four children and her partner 
is a proud Bundjalung man.

She has a Bachelor’s degree in Fine 
Arts from RMIT and a Bachelor of 
Education, Visual Arts.

It’s Technology, but not as you know it
By JOSEPH CARUANA
WOODWORK AND METALWORK 
are thriving as part of the Technology 
Department here at Warrandyte High 
School.

All Year 7 and 8 students experience 
a taste of this learning area.

This then becomes an elective from 
Year 9 onwards for those students who 
really love this discipline.

At Year 9 and 10, an elective that 
becomes available is Jewellery.

Students experience working with 
metals which include copper, brass 
and silver.

Students are able to design and make 
their own earrings, bracelets, and 
rings, amongst other exciting things.

The Year 10 version of this elective 
s u b j e c t  i s  m o re  i nv o l v e d  a n d 
challenging than its Year 9 counterpart.

Student voice and agency play 
an integral  role,  with students 
participating actively in the design 
and creation process.

The VCE companion, Product 
Design, is also a popular subject we 
offer and run at VCE level.

Technology — an exciting learning 
area at Warrandyte High School.
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BY AMANDA CALLAWAY
IT IS AN exciting time of the year 
for Foundation (Prep) students at 
Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
(ACPS).

After 70 days of school, many 
students are taking off with their 
writing and experiencing the freedom 
of expressing their thoughts in words.

“It is wonderful to see children 
so thrilled to begin a writing lesson 
because they have developed the 
confidence to record their ideas,” said 
Ms Verga, Foundation teacher and 
coordinator.

In Term 1, students concentrated 
on learning the letters of the alphabet 
and the sounds that the letters make.

“We use chants to engage the 
students.

“They help the children visualise 
letters of the alphabet and remember 
the sounds that the letters make,” said 
Ms Verga.

A Foundation parent said, “My son 
walks around the house singing these 
little chants.

“They are catchy, fun and a clever 
way to help the children remember 
their letters.”

Ms Verga explains the students 
are taught using a phonics-based 
program.

“We run a phonics-based program 
and students begin to write by 
recording the sounds they hear in 
words.”

Each chant is associated with a 
picture and each picture is connected 
to a letter.

The students use these pictures and 
letters on writing charts during their 
lessons, and they can refer to this 
resource until they become confident 
with what each letter looks like.

G r a d u a l l y ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e 
introduced to a number of other 
key strategies to help improve their 
writing.

“We slowly build on the students 
understanding by introducing spacing 
between words, adding a full stop at 
the end of an idea and discussing the 
times where it is appropriate to use a 
capital letter,” said Ms Verga.

When speaking to the students about 
their writing, Willow said, “I find it 
easier to write words now.”

Piper said, “It is fun.
“I like Writer’s Workshop.”
Finn said, “I like writing about footy.”

Archie added, “I like being confident 
to write more and it feels really fun.”

Students grasp different concepts 
at varying times throughout the year, 
and therefore, have different learning 
goals.

The children have been introduced 
to the idea of a learning goal this term 
and currently concentrate on one 
strategy, individual to their needs, to 
help their writing progress.

Foundation student, Archie, said 
“My learning goal has been to use 
spaces between my words so that it is 
easier to read my writing.

I am really good at it now so I am 
going to have a new learning goal to 
use full stops in my writing.”

W r i t i n g  i n  F o u n d a t i o n  i s 
predominantly free choice but 
students have been introduced to 
some other genres.

“The children have attempted 
writing creative stories, descriptions 
and an information text,” said Ms 
Verga.

There are more forms of writing, and 
many more strategies good writers 
use, that students will be exposed to 
throughout the year.

Junior Palaeontologists at WPS

It’s all adding up at 
Warranwood PS

By CLAIRE LAMBERT
STUDENTS AT Warrandyte Primary 
School were treated to a fabulous 
incursion when one of our parents, Dr 
Jillian Garvey from La Trobe University, 
came to teach us all about dinosaurs, 
extinct megafauna and fossils.

We learned about different types of 
fossils and how they teach us all about 
the past.

Dr Jillian focused on Australian 
dinosaurs so we could learn about 
creatures that roamed this land long 
ago.

She showed us what an excavation 
site might look like and taught us to use 
tools to carefully dig for buried bones 
and fossils.

We love learning about dinosaurs! By ANDREW TONKIN
WARRANWOOD PRIMARY School 
participates in the Australasian 
Problem Solving Mathematical 
Olympiad.

Schools from all over Australia, 
New Zealand and neighbouring 
countries take part.

The Olympiads consist of five 
contests held approximately one 
month apart between March and 
September.

Questions are predominately 
levelled at the Grade 5 and 6 Maths 
Curriculum and each question 
may have several tasks to work 
through.

Students are not only striving to 
gain the best results for themselves 
but are contributing to the school’s 
overall team score.

In recent years, Warranwood has 
achieved results in the top 10 per 
cent of this competition.

Our team consists of Grade 4, 5 

and 6 students who are capable of 
extension in mathematics.

D u r i n g  t u t o r i a l  s e s s i o n s , 
W a r r a n w o o d  s t u d e n t s  a r e 
encouraged to work in smaller 
teams to support students with 
new concepts and to develop their 
ability to explain and reason with 
their peers.

But don’t take it from me, this is 
what some of our Maths Olympiads 
think, starting with Will.

“I find it challenging.
“It makes me think more.
“I enjoy having fun with my mates 

from other classes.”
Jack says, “I like the challenges 

and jumping in the Learning Pit.
“The warm ups are fun.”
Jacinta enjoys the challenge of 

learning something new.
“Sometimes it’s a bit hard but it 

teaches me things I didn’t know.
“I can learn more about new 

methods”.

Having fun with words
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Dinosaurs in Ruffey Lake Park

Endorsing the future of the Yarra

MEETING WITH Remarkable Trees 
is a monthly reflection on the old, the 
sacred, the mysterious and the poetic.

After a couple of months highlighting 
trees that have been introduced to 
our country, I feel the urge to return 
attention to a truly ancient Australian.

Immediately we might think of 
eucalypts.

However, the eucalyptus species did 
not diversify until the continent began 
to dry 20 million years ago.

Two hundred million years ago, 
much of Australia was rainforest, and 
this month’s tree has existed since that 
ancient era.

Long thought to be extinct, the 
Wollemi Nobilis, or Wollemi Pine, 
made its survival known in 1994 
to a national park ranger who, not 
recognising the tree during his routine 
inspection, took samples back for 
analysis.

Overnight it gained fame as the 
world’s oldest, and rarest, living tree.

Related to the Kauri, Norfolk Island, 
Hoop, Bunya and Monkey Puzzle 
pines, the Wollemi is a conifer and 
unlike its relatives, has retained its 
current form for approximately 40 
million years.

In that way, we are in the presence of 
a living dinosaur.

In the wild, it lives in a secluded 
pocket of heritage-listed national park 
200 kilometres west of Sydney.

A small family group of 80 adults 
reside there in a now heavily-protected 
valley along with numerous seedlings 
that live it out, awaiting an infrequent 
gap in the canopy.

The reaction of the tree-loving and 
science community to Wollemi seems 
almost comically egotistical with the 
rush to preserve it.

Hang on.
It’s been quietly doing its thing for 40 

million years, yet humans are suddenly 
going to save it?

But with the climate rapidly changing 
and the chances of extreme fire events 
increasing, it can only be a good thing 
that so much has been done to secure 
the Wollemi’s future.

Indeed, the intensity of the 2019 
NSW fires came dangerously close, so 

much so that it was agreed to drop fire 
retardant around its home valley.

It isn’t that Wollemi hasn’t suffered a 
burning before.

Some of the mature family members 
have evidence of fire scarring.

This formidable tree has also 
traversed ice-ages.

During colder months, Wollemi 
covers its growing tips with a wax 
coating which is thought to have been 
the protective factor while ice covered 
much of the world.

A n d  n o w ,  h av i n g  g a i n e d  i t s 
celebrity status and listed as critically 
endangered, Wollemi trees and seeds 
are secured in botanic gardens across 
the globe.

It can also be purchased as a garden 
tree, which is why Manningham 
Council has 12 listed on its tree register, 
all in Ruffey Lake Park.

Fascinated by the story of Wollemi, I 
went to visit them.

Oh dear.
The 12 apostles have diminished 

to four, and it is a bit of a struggle to 
witness them very much alone and 
out in the open.

This was not how I have witnessed 
other Wollemis.

There are five healthy specimens 
growing in the forested valley of the 
Dandenong’s Rhododendron Gardens 
and another on the Cherry Path walk 
there.

Also up that way, in Kawarra Gardens, 
one is growing rigorously, positioned 
among native Australian trees and 
shrubs.

T h e  R o y a l  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s 
Melbourne also takes great care of its 
specimens, although having said that, 
Cranbourne Garden’s efforts appear a 
bit like a tortured bonsai experiment.

With this to consider, I stayed a while 
to check in with Ruffey Park’s response 
to these time-honoured stalwarts.

Wollemi is a survivor, and Ruffey’s 
trees are surviving.

Our desire for trees to be perfectly 
shaped with luscious foliage and non-
invasive attitude is fair enough, but 
not realistic.

Trees are utterly sensitive to all 
aspects of their growing environment.

Each has its optimum requirement 
to thrive to its best; requirements that 
include soil composition, moisture 
availability, temperature, light, and 
the presence of suitable fungi and 

other life forms that assist with seed 
dispersal and so forth.

So why do Ruffey’s Wollemis dampen 
my heart?

Because I know that trees are 
predominantly forest dwellers.

That is to say, they thrive living in 
connection with their relatives, or 
sometimes close friends.

They need each other.
Which is all the more reason why 

I see such resilience in the Ruffey 
dinosaurs.

Without their kin, they still reach up, 
unshaded and therefore scorched by 
summer heat on a hillside that is open 
to whatever force of wind chooses to 
travel through.

On closer inspection, despite that 
they are small, I see new shoots 
appearing already, and the taller of 
the four has managed to reach upward 
of five metres.

What’s more, it is covered in female 
cones.

This is what I love about trees. 
They keep going to the best of their 

ability, regardless.
A happy Wollemi expresses itself 

with unusual, dark green, spikey 
fern-like leaves, that brown in cooler 
temperatures.

Each tree also produces both male 
and female cones.

Most intriguing is its bark.
As it  matures,  Wollemi’s coat 

develops to look like some kind of 
toffee crunchy bar all lumpy with nuts.

No other tree on the planet has this 
kind of covering.

Ruffey’s Wollemis have yet to reach 
that level of maturity, and due to their 
singleton positioning, it might be 
decades before they do.

But as I reach into their journey 
across deep time, it becomes quite 
uncanny that we have just entered 
another lockdown and I must head 
home to write up this column.

I am reminded that the natural world 
is constantly whispering and if we 
drop our shoulders and breath out, 
Wollemi’s words are simple.

Hang in there, and keep going.
Jennah is captivated by the quiet, 
unassuming presence of trees, and 
is currently training to facilitate 
Forest Therapy. 
If you have a favourite tree you 
would like to share, please email 
her  — jennahmrose@outlook.com

By SANDI MILLER

“To the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung 
people, the river is known as the 
Birrarung, meaning ‘river of mists 
and shadows’. 
It is the sacred lifeblood of their 
Country, providing food, water and 
meeting places, as well as being a 
central element in the Wurundjeri 
Woi wurrung people’s cultural and 
spiritual life.
The role of the river in the lives of the 
Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people 
has been captured and carried in 
oral memory for tens of thousands 
of years.”
—Yarra Strategic Plan, Introduction

MANNINGHAM and Nil lumbik 
Councils have both unanimously 
endorsed the Draft Yarra Strategic 
Plan — Version 12, in their respective 
May 25 Council meetings.

T h e  P l a n  a i m s  t o  b r i n g  t h e 
management of the river in line with 
the Yarra River Protection (Wililp-gin 
Birrrarung murron) Act 2017, and has 
been drafted by Melbourne Water.

It is the first plan of its kind with 
bicultural aspirations to protect the 
Yarra River and adjoining parkland as 
one integrated, natural entity.

During the Manningham Meeting, Cr 
Michelle Kleinert spoke to the motion 
and explained the plan applies to the 
entire 242km length of the Yarra River, 
from Mount Baw Baw to the mouth at 
Port Phillip Bay.

“A large component of that flows 

through Manningham — through 
Yarra Ward, Westerfolds Ward and part 
of Boiln Ward, and a touch of Ruffey,” 
she said.

The preparation and implementation 
of the Plan is a requirement of the 
Act, which calls for the collaborative 
management of the Yarra River 
corridor.

Cr Klienert said the plan affects lands 
within one kilometre of the Yarra.

Along with Melbourne Water, as 
the lead agency, the draft has been 
produced in conjunction with the 
Yarra Collaboration Committee (YCC), 
which is made up of 15 state and 
local government authorities, and 
representatives of the Wurundjeri Woi-
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal 
Corporation.

Manningham Council has been an 
active and participating stakeholder 
to this, and has previously provided 
endorsement of earlier revisions of 
the YSP.

Cr Kleinert said the Plan reflects the 
Council Plan, which includes Healthy 
Communities, Liveable Places and 
Spaces, Resilient Environment and 
a Vibrant and Prosperous Economy.

“I think it is wonderful, it really 
preserves and protects the Yarra River 
Corridor which is so important to us, 
to our city,” she said.

At the Nillumbik Council meeting, Cr 
Ben Ramcharan read a statement from 
Warwick Leeson, who is a member 
of the Yarra Riverkeepers, as well as 

a member of the Birrarung Council.
“If  the [original]  Coronavirus 
lockdown has shown us anything, it 
is that the people of Melbourne love 
their parks, gardens and waterways 
and the recreational opportunities 
they afford us. 
Utilising one of the four reasons to 
leave their homes in extraordinary 
numbers, Melbournians walked ran 
and cycled, through and along parks, 
gardens and waterways.  
We did so in a manner that highlighted 
our deep respect and appreciation for 
these facilities. 
It also clearly demonstrated the 
importance these parks, gardens and 
waterways have on our mental and 
physical wellbeing.
The challenges facing all of us who 
care about the long-term health 
and wellbeing of the Yarra River are 
daunting, they none the less provide 
us with an exciting opportunity to 
make a real change.  
This opportunity to alter the trajectory 
of the health of the Yarra River will 
not come again at least not in our 
lifetimes.  
The report by the of Victorian 
Commissioner of Environmental 
Sustainability shows that 17 of 
the 25 environmental indicators 
are deteriorating, the trajectory is 
trending sharply downwards. 
This is what the Yarra Strategic Plan 
must address.
As a 10-year strategy, the YSP sets 

the foundation to achieve the 50-year 
community vision, and delivery of 
the aspirations of the Wurundjeri 
Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage 
Aboriginal Corporations Water Policy 
(Wurundjeri Water Policy).

Cr Kleinert said, for Manningham, 
the draft YSP has been prepared at 
the same time as six other key projects 
were being developed, each of which 
will have an impact on future land use 
and connectivity within the Yarra River 
corridor (including the associated 
parklands).

They include: 

• North East Link Project 
• Proposed soccer facility on Bulleen 

Driving Range site 
• Yarra River, Bulleen Precinct Land 

Use Framework Plan Yarra Valley 
Country Club redevelopment 

• Suburban Rail Loop
• Fitzsimons Lane road upgrade 

between Eltham and Templestowe

Yarra Ward Councillor, Cr Carli Lange 
also spoke to the motion, saying that 
the plan offered protection to Green 
Wedge land within Manningham as 
well as Aboriginal heritage sites along 
the river corridor

Under the Act, Melbourne Water, as 
the lead agency, is required to seek 
endorsement from all the responsible 
public entities.

remarkable trees
By JENNAH ROSE

Photo: JOZICA KUTIN
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Warrandyte trail explorer
WARRANDYTE MOUNTAIN Bike 
Club (MTB3113) members JOZICA 
KUTIN, NATALIE PAPEZ and KARINA 
VITIRITTI have collected feedback from 
the Warrandyte MTB3113 community 
and have compiled a series of trail rides 
in and around the Warrandyte area. 

This is the fourth one in the series 
and MTB3113 members MICHELLE 
ANDREWS -KRAJNC  and JODI 
CHALMERS came along for the 
soulful ride.

These trails, printed in Warrandyte 
Diary, will eventually be turned into a 
book of local mountain biking trails.

Winter Solstice Ride 
Purple Route 18.4km

Total distance: 18.4km
Elevation gain: 490m
Maximum elevation: 94m
Surfaces: Unsealed fire roads, postie 
tracks, sealed paths, sealed roads, 
unsealed roads.
Rating: Hard. Please note this route 
takes you along Jumping Creek Road 
— busy and dangerous.
Facilities: Cafes, restaurants, 
pub, bakeries, toilets, BBQs and 
playgrounds. 
Your Winter Solstice needs can 
be purchased at various stores in 
Warrandyte.

It  is  a  sunny two degrees in 
Warrandyte — perfect weather for the 
Winter Solstice ride.

This ride takes you to Jumping Creek 
Reserve — the locale for our Winter 
Solstice ritual.

If you want to ride farther — take the 
dotted path through The Common.

The start of the ride is at the Whipstick 
Gully Gospel Chapel car park (the 
MTB3113 Trailhead).

0km: Map Point 1 
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark – MTB3113 Trailhead

The Pagans celebrate winter solstice 
— honouring the return of the sun and 
longer mountain bike riding days — in 
several ways, one of them is the winter 
solstice altar.

You will need a candle (gold, silver 
or yellow, which represents the sun) 
and items that represent winter 

(pinecones, wreaths and branches).
The altar will need cleansing with 

sage.
This is Warrandyte — you can easily 

buy or find most of these supplies.
With your supplies packed, set off 

northeast through the carpark down 
the concrete path that runs behind 
the Gospel Chapel building to the 
riverside path.

Watch out for pedestrians, dogs, 
horses, more dogs, runners, and kids 
on scooters.

At about 600m you’ll pass under the 
Warrandyte Bridge.

Pop up the driveway — minding the 
gate — and head left (east) through 
the carpark, where at the end of the 
driveway, you need to hop back on the 
path left to join the river walk again.

You could pop up to the shops from 
here to gather some solstice supplies.

Try The Purple Dragonfly — there 
you’ll find candles, sage sticks and 
crystals.

At the end of the path, you will pop 
out onto Ringwood-Warrandyte Road, 
next to the Stonehouse Café.

1.7km: Map Point 2 
Tills Drive

Turn left, down Tills Drive.
You are looking for Warrandyte State 

Park Black Flat on your right (about 
600m up the road).

2.4km: Map Point 3 
Black Flat

Take the fire access road (the gate 
and fence line on your left) , climb up 
and turn right at the sign “Circuit Walk”.

If you go straight ahead you will end 
up at the river’s edge and then you 
will have to climb back to the Circuit 
Walk Track.

Riding along the Circuit Walk Track, 
you pass the remnants of gold diggings 
on your left (there is a sign).

Zoom on down, then up to another 
fire road gate.

3.3km: Map Point 4 
Nelson Drive

Once you have wiggled your bike 
through the narrow gate opening 
and get started again, it is all the way 
down Nelson Road — unsealed — to 
Jumping Creek Road (sealed).

4km: Map Point 5 
Jumping Creek Road 

Here you will follow Jumping Creek 
Road left — but don’t ride the bitumen 
— there’s a single track all the way to 
the entry of Jumping Creek Reserve.

Some sections need some navigating 
— but it’s worth avoiding the busy 
narrow road.

4.7km: Map Point 6 
Jumping Creek Reserve Entry

The road into Jumping Creek Reserve 
is sealed so zoom down this road but 
take note of the fire road gate to your 
right just before the car park and picnic 
area below.

Of course, you can head down to the 
car park where there’s picnic tables, 
pergolas, toilets and water.

6.3km: Map Point 7 
Jumping Creek Reserve Fire gate

If you have stopped at the picnic area, 
or you decide you are going to start 
your ride from here, you can join the 
fire track via the picnic area by taking 
the wide path (not the walking track) 
from the northern end of the picnic 
area (away from the toilet block).

You’ll see a walking track and 
another wide path that veers right — 
follow that one — and that will get you 
to the fire track.

Continue down the fire track, it 
veers left and you’ll see a sign “Blue 
Tongue Bend 1km” (don’t go on the 
walking trail), now it’s downhill, then 
up until you get to a very obvious fork 
in the road.

6.6km: Map Point 8 
Fork in the road

Here you will take the fork right.
Follow this trail to the end passing 

old sheds and fields of contented cows.
You’re heading through an area 

known as Stane Brae and you’ll come 
back through this point to head to Blue 
Tongue Bend.

8.3km: Map Point 9 
Stane Brae

Heritage Victoria has extensive 
information on Stane Brae — there 
are remnants of the old house site and 
gardens, including evidence of WWII 
military activity (such as remains of 
an ammunition store and rifle range).

At the end of the road you’ll reach the 
Yarra River — have a little wander then 
head back toward map point 8.

9.9km: Map Point 8 (return) 
Fork in the road

Now you’re back here, but not exactly 
the start of the fork, but you’ll be 
zooming along the top of the fork 
keeping right heading toward Blue 
Tongue Bend.

You’ll be riding along a ridgeline with 
great views out to the north.

After a short climb, you’ll zoom down 
again, a few large water bars to roll over 
(or jump), the trail flattens out then 
loops around at the end.

This is Blue Tongue Bend. 
10.8km: Map Point 10 

Blue Tongue Bend
I guess they found a lot of blue 

tongue lizards here — but we’re after 
our winter solstice altar.

In fact, legend has it that the exact 
coordinates are difficult to establish 
— indeed the moon and sun need to 
be in the right location.

People have been riding and walking 
this area — never to have found 
the hidden altar — or never having 
returned.

Blink and you’ll miss it.
Yo u ’ l l  s e e  t h e  Ma n n i n g h a m 

Emergency Marker MAN108 and steps 
down to the river — have another look 
at our glorious Yarra.

Ride back out of Blue Tongue Bend 
the way you came, up, then down, 

across the ridgeline and back to the 
fork — basically keeping right.

12km: Map Point 8 (return) 
Fork in the road

You’re back here.
Keep right and follow the fire road 

back (final uphill push) to the gate 
where you’ll join the bitumen park 
access road again.

12.8km: Map Point 7 (return) 
Jumping Creek Reserve Fire gate
Go right if you want to pop down to 

the picnic area car park and toilets.
But the plan is to head left back to 

the park entry on Jumping Creek Road.
13.7km: Map Point 6 (return) 
Jumping Creek Reserve Entry

Don’t cross Jumping Creek Road but 
take that single track to your right to get 
back to Nelson Drive.

There’s some niggly bits to navigate 
but you can stay off-road the whole 
distance.

14.7km: Map Point 5 (return) 
Jumping Creek Road 

Now we are going to keep retracing 
our way to Warrandyte town.

Head up Nelson Drive to the Black 
Flat gate.

15.3km: Map Point 4 (return) 
Nelson Drive

Wiggle your way back through the 
narrow gate opening and keep left to 
follow the track through Black Flat.

16.3km: Map Point 3 (return) 
Black Flat

Now you’ll pop out of Black Flat and 
go left up Tills Drive until you reach 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road.

These sections should be very 
familiar to you all by now.

16.9km: Map Point 2 (return) 
Tills Drive

We’re at the Stonehouse Café again 
—time for a coffee or a warming 
solstice chai?

Head r ight  a long R ing w o o d-
Warrandyte Road, but watch the 
oncoming traffic — drop down right to 
the river path being mindful of walkers 
and their dogs and children.

A g a i n  y o u ’ l l  p o p  o u t  a t  t h e 
Warrandyte Bridge car park — toilets, 
cafes and stores to top up your winter 
solstice needs.

18.4km: Map Point 1 (return) 
Whipstick Gully Gospel Chapel 
Carpark – MTB3113 Trailhead

Continue along the river path, 
relish in all the people partaking in 
wholesome activities.

Yes, this is Warrandyte, blessed with 
the sun, the river and longer riding 
days.

Blessed be.
Next instalment: Something sweet, 
something savoury, Sugarloaf 
Reservoir.
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WBA focuses on junior development

Up hill, down dale: runners hit the trails 

By BRIONY WYLDE 
WARRANDYTE BASKETBALL 
ASSOCIATION
WA R R A N DY T E  Ba s ke t b a l l  ha s 
undergone a revamp after the 2020 
COVID lockdowns and is on the up 
and up, further focusing their efforts 
into the development of their junior 
programs in 2021.

One new and exciting program that 
has been introduced to the club in 2021 
is Redbacks Rookies.

Headed up by longtime Warrandyte 
Basketball coach Briony Wylde and 
assisted by young up and coming 
coaches, Ruby Dixon and Sophie Cookes, 

the program is designed for children 
aged 5–7 years, introducing them to the 
fundamental skills of basketball.

The grassroots program that began 
in Term 1 was received so successfully 
within the local community that it has 
grown up to 37 Rookie registrations 
in Term 2.

As part of the program, the Rookies 
are encouraged to be actively involved 
in games, skill development and social 
team play with their peers in a fun and 
safe environment.

The aim of the program is to prepare 
the Rookies with a head start on their skill 
set before venturing into the Warrandyte 
Redbacks domestic competition.

In-school, on-court
Warrandyte Basketball School 

Clinics resumed within the local 
community again after COVID 
restrictions were eased.

Term 1 saw both Warrandyte 
Primary School and Anderson’s 
Creek Primary School treated to a day 
of basketball clinics.

Run by Briony and her team 
of young Warrandyte Basketball 
coaches: Amy Penver, Rhys Bryant 
and Luke Thompson, followed by a 
South East Melbourne Phoenix Kmart 
GameDay where selected Grade 6 
students took on players from the 

NBL franchise, including superstar 
co-captains Kyle Adnam and Mitch 
Creek, in an exhibition game for the 
entire school to enjoy.

Alongside these two programs, 
Warrandyte Basketball Operations 
and Development Manager, Gerard 
Pelzer has introduced the 2021 Boys 
and Girls Venom Development 
Squads.

G e ra rd  ha s  s c o p e d  o u t  a n d 
identified younger aged players 
from Warrandyte Redbacks and 
neighbouring club, Park Orchards 
Steelers to put them through intense 
small  group training sessions, 

developed to prepare these players for 
the 2021/2022 VJBL Representative 
Basketball season.

And these are just some of the 
exciting development programs being 
offered at Warrandyte Basketball this 
year.

Keep an eye out for the upcoming 
Bootcamps that will be on offer at 
Warrandyte Basketball in the July 
school holidays.
More details will be made available 

soon on the Warrandyte Basketball 
website, warrandytebasketball.
com.au and on the Warrandyte 
Basketball Facebook page.

By ED MUNKS

Victorian Masters Championships 
April 24–25

IT WAS A successful weekend for 
Doncaster Athletic club athlete 
Kim Peak at the Victorian Master 
Championships held at Doncaster. 

Kim had a great weekend winning 
a gold medal in the 1500m walk in 
11.22.73, a silver in the 3000m walk 
in 24.59.16 which was a record for the 
women’s 50+ age group and two bronze 
medals in the hammer 18.62m and the 
javelin.

Cross Country Relays Round 1
C h l o e  Wo o l l a rd  re p re s e nt i ng 

Doncaster in the (U18), and Chloe 
Baldock (U16) stepped up a number of 
age groups to make up teams competed 
in the 3km event  at the Jells Park 
course which previously included the 
infamous hill climb, and now a new 
playground area has shortened this 
and given the runners some reprieve!   

However, extra loops up and down 
hills elsewhere in the course now 
provide a different challenge — just 
when the finish seemed so near! 

The 24-degree weather was a bonus 
for spectators.  

In the Women’s 40+ race (3x6km) the 

team of Allison Parrott 37.16, Colleen 
Kelly 31.43 and Laura McLennan 33.52 
finished in 6th in 1.42.51.

In the Women’s U18 (3x3km) Chloe 
Woollard ran a 13.16 and teamed with 
Chiara Bakker and Rosie Lyness to 
finish 6th in 38.05

In the Women’s U16 (3x3) Chloe 
Baldock 13.03 and Grace Wilson 
combined to run in the Doncaster B 
team.

Lardner Park Round 2
Lardner Park is on the outskirts of 

Warragul and part of a privately owned 
cattle farm. 

The city folk were greeted with fresh 
air, fresh grass, and the smell of fresh 
manure, which they got used to after 
about half an hour.

The “weather Gods” turned it on 
again — still, clear and sunny, about 
19 degrees — unusual conditions for 
Lardner Park in May.

The competitors were challenged 
to individual cross-country events 
ranging from 2km – 8km.

The start was situated on a steep 
incline and this quickly dispersed the 
fields and awoke the legs into action.  

There were many hills and cow-pats 
to contend with, a fence to navigate and 
five ditches filled with mud!  

All done twice on the 8km course.
The ditches were 1–1.2m wide and 

some of the younger, taller and more 
nimble athletes could just take a 
running leap.

Others, needed to wade through, 
moving quickly to avoid being bogged.  

That fence — for some of the vertically 
challenged — straight over-the-top was 
always going to end very badly. 

Luckily, a quick scurry underneath 
was allowed.

In the Women’s U18, Chloe Woollard 
ran the 3km race and finished in 8th 
place in 13:23.

Round 3 has been rescheduled to 
August 7 and Round 4 will be run at 
Cruden Farm.

The Tom Kelly Track has now had 
its lighting redone with many thanks 
and appreciation to the Manningham 
Council for getting it done during 
COVID times.
The Doncaster Athletics Club 
warmly welcomes athletes of all 
abilities and any age 12 and above. 
For enquiries, please contact club 
president Campbell McLennan 
on 0414 533 677.
For East Doncaster Little Athletics 
contact Lisa Williams on  
0408 140 461.

Chloe Woollard (centre) Chloe Woollard

Alison Parrott, far right, with Colleen Kelly and Laura McLennan

Kim Peak, right, with Laura McLennan

Inagrual Redbacks Rookies South East Phoenix Melbourne visits Anderson’s Creek Primary School

Photo: Ruby Dixon Photo: Sam Bunn
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Reconciliation through sport
WARRANDYTE CRICKET Club marked 
Reconciliation Week by highlighting 
Warrandyte Cricketer’s uniforms 
that sport Indigenous artwork on the 
sleeves. 

The club commissioned Aboriginal 
artist Gary Saunders to create artwork 
depicting the Dreamtime story of the 
creation of Warrandyte and have it 
displayed throughout the club rooms.

T h e  a r t w o r k  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e 
Indigenous etymology of the name 
Warrandyte.  

The story is understood to be a 
Wurundjeri Dreaming story, which 

tells of a great eagle; “the all powerful, 
ever watchful creator of the world”, 
named Bunjil who “once gazed down 
upon his people from the star Altair 
and saw their wrong doing”.

“Awaiting their return, with a mighty 
crash of thunder, he hurled down a star 
to destroy them.

“Where the star struck created a 
gorge in which much of the town today 
is located”. 

Bunjil’s people remembered the 
spot, and referred to it as Warrandyte, 
speculated to mean “that which is 
thrown”.

Bloods top of the ladder going into lockdown

Young Auskickers’ 
dreams come true

By JOSH HUNTLEY

SENIORS
WARRANDYTE has powered to the 
top of the Division Three ladder after 
seven rounds on the back of 24 goals 
to Ryan Phillips and a fine-tuned 
midfield brigade.

Inaccuracy and poor skills resulted 
in their only loss to Scoresby, but since 
then the side has displayed a sharp, 
fast-flowing style of ball movement 
on the way to a 5-1 record nearing the 
halfway mark of the season.

P h i l l i p s’  b r i e f l y  t o p p e d  t h e 
competit ion goal-scoring and 
Warrandyte’s spearhead has booted 
24 goals, including a bag of six against 
Glen Waverley and five against 
Fairpark.

Mitch Buckley and Chris Tout 
have been impressive in the Bloods’ 
midfield and club newcomer Ward 
Rakei has been a revelation off half-
back with his precision kicking and 
strength.

The club will be without Rakei for 
the rest of the season however, as he 
moves interstate.

Club stalwart Luke Dunn notched 
up his 200th game for the club in the 
victory against East Burwood, joining 
an exclusive group of players to have 
passed the milestone.

Dunn boasts an impressive resume 
as a Warrandyte premiership player 
as well as being one of two players in 
the club’s history to boot 100 goals in 
a season (2014).

Round 4
Warrandyte 9.14-68 

def by 
Scoresby 11.3-69

Goals: M. Buckley 3, R. Phillips 3,  
B. Richardson, N. Johnston, C. Tout
Best :  M. Buckley, N. Johnston,  
B. Richardson, C. Tout, W. Rakei,  
J. Kennedy

Round 5
Warrandyte 16.15-111 

def 
Glen Waverley 7.5-47

Goals: R. Phillips 6, L. Buckley 3, 
J. Meyers 2, Q. Clark 2, C. Tout,  
N. Brooking, L. Saunders
B e st :  J.  B easle y,  N.  Bro oking,  
M. Buckley, W. Rakei,  C. Tout,  
R. Phillips

Round 6
Warrandyte 9.13-67 

def 
Fairpark 7.14-56

Goals:  R. Phillips 5, L. Dunn 2,  
M. Cullum 2
Best: J. Meyers, R. Phillips, O. Hodgson, 
M. Cullum, M. Buckley, L. Dunn

Round 7
Warrandyte 12.15-87 

def 
East Burwood 9.8-62

Goals: J. Meyers 2, M. Buckley 2,  
M .  Cu l l u m  2 ,  N .  B ro o k i n g  2 ,  
N. Johnston, R. Phillips, O. Hodgson, 
C. Tout
Best :  L .  Buckley, T. Hayton, O. 
Hodgson, J. Powell, W. Rakei, N. 
Brooking

RESERVES
Warrandyte’s Reserves currently 

sit fourth with four wins, two losses, 
capping off an impressive run of form 
by nearly an upset in a narrow loss 
against ladder leaders East Burwood 
in Round 7.

The forward duo of Bloods’ Skipper 
Gareth Hitchman and Darcy Poole 
have been a handful for opposition 
backlines, both sitting 2nd and 3rd 
respectively on the Division goal-
kicking table.

Jackson Cleary earned a call-
up to the Senior side after several 
weeks bulldozing his way through 
opposition midfields in tandem with 
the Prelorenzo twins.

Ryan Paterson and Charlie Johnstone 
have led the Bloods’  backl ine 
admirably and the side’s last line of 
defence is yet to concede a score over 
100 points this season.

Round 4
Warrandyte 11.8-74 

def 
Scoresby 7.4-46

Goals: G. Hitchman 6, N. Prelorenzo 2, 
D. Poole, S. Ternes, J. Appleby
B e s t :  J.  C l ea r y ,  C .  Jo h n sto n e,  
N .  P r e l o r e n z o,  J.  P r e l o r e n z o,  
G. Hitchman, R. Brand

Round 5
Warrandyte 16.13-109 

def 
Glen Waverley 6.3-39

Goals: G. Hitchman 6, D. Poole 4,  
J. Appleby 2, M. Morris, M. Baynon,  
J. Wilson, T. Jaksic

Best: G. Hitchman, N. Prelorenzo,  
R .  P a t e r s o n ,  C .  J o h n s t o n e ,  
S. Philip-owen, T. Jaksic

Round 6
Warrandyte 8.8-56 

def 
Fairpark 3.12-30

Goals: D. Poole 4, L. Richardson,  
S. Philip-owen, J. Wilson, N. Prelorenzo
B e s t :  S .  Te r n e s ,  M .  W i l s o n ,  
N .  P r e l o r e n z o ,  L .  Va u g h a n ,  
L. Richardson, S. Philip-owen

Round 7
Warrandyte 10.5-65 

def by 
East Burwood 11.7-73

Goals:  D. Poole 2, J. Appleby 2,  
C .  P a d f i e l d ,  G .  H i t c h m a n ,  
M .  C o l b o r n e -Ve e l ,  S.  Te r n e s,  
N. Prelorenzo, J. Cullen-Hall
Best: J. Appleby, R. Paterson, D. Poole, 
J. Wilson, S. Philip-owen, C. Addison

U19s
Undermanned for much of this 

season so far, the Under 19s have 
arrested a shaky start to come away 
with 3-3 record at the halfway mark.

Inaccuracy has been a recurring 
theme in Warrandyte’s defeats, but the 
Bloods re-aligned themselves in two 
back-to-back thumpings.

Danny O’Toole lit up the goals 
against Ringwood with eight majors, 
kicking Warrandyte to a 73-point win.

Finn Swedosh and Connor Martin 
came together as an unlikely midfield 
duo and dominated the centre with 
Ben Munks and Hudson Rostron 
providing good run down the field.

Warrandyte currently sit fourth with 
a healthy percentage.

Round 4
Warrandyte 6.18-54 

def by 
Scoresby 9.6-60

Goals: M. Philpots 3, S. Birkett,  
L. Pollock, A. Humphris
Best:  B. Tremayne, H. Rostron,  
J. Tetlow, C. Martin, L. Appleby, O. Bell

Round 5
Warrandyte 5.9-39 

def by 
Glen Waverley 6.5-41

Goals: D. O’Toole 3, L. Pollock 2
B e s t :  F.  S w e d o s h ,  B .  Mu n k s , 
S. Martini, J. Tetlow, L. Appleby,  
B. Vermeulen Brown

Round 6
Warrandyte 11.10-76 

def 
Bayswater 2.5-17

Goals: L. Appleby 3, D. O’Toole 2, 
A. Humphris 2, O. Bell, S. Birkett, B. 
Vermeulen Brown, B. Munks
Best:  A . Humphris, D. O’Toole, 
J .  T e t l o w ,  F .  S w e d o s h , 
B. Vermeulen Brown, L. Pollock

Round 7
Warrandyte 16.13-109 

def 
Ringwood 5.6-36

Goals: D. O’Toole 8, B. Munks 3,  
L .  Garrick 2,  O.  Bell ,  N.  Bean,  
F. Swedosh
Best: D. O’Toole, B. Munks, H. Rostron, 
C. Martin, L. Haberfield, F. Swedosh

 BY SUSAN FOREMAN
WITH FOOTY well and truly back on 
the weekend agenda, so many young 
boys and girls are back to dreaming of 
being a footy star just like their idols.

For two Park Orchards girls, Poppy 
and Abi, their dream has come true.

These best friends from Park 
Orchards North Ringwood Parish 
Au s k i c k  b e c a m e  t h e  e n v y  o f 
thousands of Auskickers up and down 
the country when they were recently 
announced as NAB AFL Auskicker of 
the year nominees.

T h e  g i r l s  o u t s h o n e  S e v e n ’s 
broadcaster, Hamish McLachlan, 
during the network’s Friday night 
match interview in Rounds 3 and 7.

Joining 20 other nominees, Poppy 
and Abi will take part in the Grand 
Final Parade in Melbourne later this 
year and play on the hallowed turf 
of the MCG at half-time during the 
Grand Final game.

Staunch Hawthorn fans, Poppy and 

Abi live and breathe football, and have 
been taking part in their local Auskick 
program for the past few years.

Their dream is to one day play for the 
Hawthorn AFLW team.

“We are so excited,” echoed the 
seven-year-old girls.

This national competition celebrates 
the passion and dedication of 
thousands of children who attend 
NAB AFL Auskick centres every week.

“We are so thrilled and proud to see 
two of our very own following their 
dreams.

“Such an amazing opportunity for 
them both,” says Kate Gniel, Park 
Orchards Auskick Coordinator.

Auskick is an inclusive program 
designed to teach the basic skills of 
Australian rules football to boys and 
girls aged between 5 and 12, of all 
abilities.
To find out more or to register for 
your local Auskick centre visit  
play.afl/auskick

WD Bulletin catch-up
Catch up with important news and events from across Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, 
Warrandyte Diary’s newest publication. Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

Alison Parrott, far right, with Colleen Kelly and Laura McLennan

Photos: Trewella Sports Photography
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