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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. It guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial 
status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias 
towards the people, environment and character of the place it serves. 
The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Research, Eltham, 
Donvale, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin are made by the community, for 
the community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, 
community groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make 
Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production 
costs and associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in 
the main publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.
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in Victoria.
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Managing our cats and dogs
BY JAMES POYNER
IT IS TIME again for the community to have its say on how 
your municipality manages its domestic animals.
Both Manningham and Nillumbik are currently seeking 
community contribution to their respective draft Domestic 
Animal Management Plan (DAMP).
Under the Domestic Animal Act 1994 all Victorian councils 
are required to develop a new plan every four years.
In Manningham, there are approximately 3,607 cats and 
9,723 dogs registered to residents.
The new DAMP aims to include:

• Registration and identification of dogs and cats;
• nuisance dog and cat complaints;
• dog aggression and attacks;
• dog walking in Manningham;
• lost and found animals and;
• domestic animal businesses, such as kennels and 

catteries.
In Nillumbik Shire there are more than 11,000 dogs and 
3,100 cats registered.
Council’s new four-year DAMP aims to:

• Set out how cats and dogs are managed in Nillumbik;
• inform the rules for managing dogs and cats 

(including Local Laws);
• outline how Council can help the community play its 

part as responsible pet owners and;
• direct how Council will invest its time and resources.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew Conlon said that 
consultation on the Domestic Animal Management Plan 
is important for Council to understand what our residents 
care about.
“Community engagement on the DAMP will help us better 

understand our residents’ current thinking about cat and 
dog management in Manningham.
“We’ll use their feedback to directly inform the plan.”
Both councils are asking the community to visit their 
respective Your Say/Participate pages to fill out a survey.
Public consultation closes on June 10 for Manningham and 
June 25 for Nillumbik.
A draft plan will be open to community consultation in 
the coming months before it is endorsed at a later Council 
meeting.
Residents of Nillumbik will also have an opportunity to talk 
to council representatives directly on the following dates.
Tuesday, June 1, 2021 2:30pm – 5:30pm
Lower Eltham Park (off leash area) 570 Main Road, Eltham
Saturday, June 5, 2021 9am – 12pm
Diamond Creek Netball/Park Run
Sunday, June 6, 2021 8am – 1pm
Hurstbridge Market

Confusion over access to Pretty Hill Reserve
BY SANDI MILLER
PRETTY HILL Reserve in Kangaroo Ground is a haven for 
dog walkers, bird watchers, and nature lovers.
Part of the site of the old Eltham Tip was turned into a nature 
reserve after the Graham Road tip closed in 1999.
During that time, walkers, bike riders and horse riders 
have taken advantage of a hole in the fence that separated 
the nature reserve and the area of the old tip still being 
remediated.
Recently, Council repaired the fence, which caused alarm 
in the community over an assumption this indicated the 
site was being closed.
One resident took to the Kangaroo Ground Noticeboard 
Facebook page, noting that Council had closed the reserve 
while they worked to get methane levels down, and the site 
was potentially a fire hazard.
“There are legit concerns that recent motorbike and flying/
drone activity at the site could ignite the methane at its 
current levels and start a fire that would be devastating and 
difficult to control,” the post read.
Hjalmar Philipp, Director Operations and Infrastructure 
for Nillumbik Council refuted these claims.

“Pretty Hill Reserve in Kangaroo Ground remains open to 
the public.
“The neighbouring former landfill, however, has always 
been closed.”
He told the Bulletin that a fence, which divides the two 
and has been in place at the Grahams Road entrance for 
many years, was recently repaired to prevent unauthorised 
vehicles, including dirt bikes, accessing the site as well as 
to stop rubbish dumping.
He said the vehicles are also an amenity issue for local 
residents.
“Council monitors the potential impact of landfill gas, 
mainly methane, and water leaching into ground water.
“This monitoring is done quarterly and reported to the 
Environment Protection Authority annually,” he said.
A resident from a neighbouring property in Donaldson 
Road told the Bulletin she has regular testing of her dam, 
which shows levels are normal.
Mr Phillip said final rehabilitation of the former landfill is 
planned to be undertaken in line with EPA requirements.
“The community will be notified when these works will 
occur,” he said.
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State Budget 21/22
what is in it for you?

BY SANDI MILLER
THE VICTORIAN State Budget was released on May 20, and 
Treasurer Tim Pallas outlined a priority for investment in 
our recovery.
With the horrors of last year’s pandemic lockdown 
hopefully behind us, the government has put money into 
restoring our mental health, jobs, education and building 
infrastructure.
With every budget there are winners and losers, and this 
time around big business and property investors will have to 
come to terms with additional taxes and stamp duty, while 
those purchasing electric vehicles will enjoy the benefit of 
a $3,000 subsidy, which is set to somewhat offset last year’s 
electric vehicle road users charge.
Locally, there are some winners, with two local schools 
benefitting from funding for upgrades.
Warrandyte High School has received $3.5 million to 
upgrade their arts classrooms and school grounds, while 
Kangaroo Ground Primary School will receive $4.3 million 
in upgrade funding.
However,  Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith says it is 
too little too late.
“Having been deaf to the pleas for funding for too many 
years, the state government has finally allocated funding 
to Warrandyte High School. 

“This recognition has been a long time coming and I want to 
thank parents and staff who have joined me in advocating 
for the school’s fair share.
“Unfortunately the Budget failed to deliver any other 
support for the Warrandyte Electorate, with another dozen 
worthy state schools still waiting for much-needed capital 
works or maintenance funding.
“The needs of our local sporting clubs, neighbourhood 
houses and our community service providers were ignored, 
with no investment for public transport services or local 
roads.
“The ballooning debt and increased taxes will deliver very 
little to our community, leaving the government’s mantra of  
‘governing for all’ sounding pretty hollow”, Mr Smith said.

Protecting the environment
There is an $877.1 million investment in the state budget 
to protect Victoria’s environment.
More than $517 million will go towards reducing the risk 
of bushfires, including $15.6 million to increase work 
to remove long grasses and other highly flammable 
undergrowth across the state.
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change 
Lily D’Ambrosio said bushfires are a real and ongoing risk. 
“With this Budget, we’ll undertake crucial work to protect 

Check out our FB to see what we are about.

(fully qualified for immediate start)

If this is you, please contact us 
— employment@h2pro.com.au

H2PRO ARE HIRING
we need   
maintenance plumbers
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our environment and communities,” she said.
More than $133 million will upgrade the digital radio 
service for Forest Fire Management Victoria staff and other 
emergency response personnel, so forest fires are contained 
more quickly while also keeping firefighters safe.
This will mean personnel can avoid radio black spots 
and communicate better with other first responders — 
including Country Fire Authority volunteers — when 
fighting fires and responding to remote emergencies.
A further $22.5 million will use the expertise of Aboriginal 
cultural burning in Victoria’s land management, 
contributing to bushfire preparation in local communities.
Acknowledging the crucial role for grassroots volunteers 
who care for our environment, there is $75.3 million to 
care for our iconic wildlife, to plant trees and tackle weeds 
and pests. 
Landcare, Trust for Nature and the Port Philip Bay Fund 
will share in this funding, supporting the work of their local 
volunteers.
The Budget invests $31.7 million towards State Parks being 
properly patrolled and maintained, including regular track 
maintenance by Parks Victoria rangers. 

Supporting young people
The Budget invests a dedicated $277 million in new support 
for schools, ensuring mental health and wellbeing is a core 
part of a student’s experience at school.
Minister for Education James Merlino said: “Whenever I 
visit a school, families and teachers tell me mental health 
and wellbeing is the single biggest issue affecting our kids.”
The government has pledged to “build the mental health 
system from the ground up”, and is putting schools at the 
centre of this response by helping to supply what they need 
to support their students, families and communities.
This includes establishing a new $200 million School Mental 
Health Fund, which schools will use to deliver programs, 
staff and other support specific to their school community’s 
needs.
The Fund will be rolled out to all regional and rural 
government schools as a priority in mid-2022, with 
metropolitan schools to follow from 2023.
Schools will be able to draw from a range of evidence-based 
measures proven to work — from the “Positive Education” 
model to therapy dog programs to mental health first aid 
training.

Schools will also be able to use their funding to engage more 
mental health and wellbeing staff to further support their 
children and young people.
Funding will massively expand the Mental Health in 
Primary Schools pilot, reaching 100 schools.
A partnership with the Murdoch Children’s Research 
Institute, the pilot enables schools to employ a Mental 
Health and Wellbeing Coordinator, while also supporting 
staff to better understand and respond to mental health 
and wellbeing issues affecting their students.
The Budget invests $20.5 million to increase access to 
ten Tech Schools, including one in Nillumbik, which are 
building students’ STEM skills and connecting them to the 
jobs of the future.

Catching up with health care
Last year, while the necessary restrictions were in place to 
save lives, many people deferred their normal checkups and 
care routines, which means there is now a large number of 
Victorians presenting to our hospitals with more complex 
or more serious health conditions.
To help Victorians catch up on this deferred care, the Budget 
will deliver a $91 million boost for community-based health 
services, including dental services, cancer screening, and 
maternal and child health appointments.
The Budget allows for $1.2 billion to upgrade and build 
more hospitals so the State’s health services can deliver the 
highest quality of care for more Victorians.
There is $556 million is in the budget to build and expand 
10 community hospitals, including one in Eltham.
This investment will ease strain on existing services, by 
delivering care at a local level.
It also means that if a child falls sick late at night, a teenager 
breaks their ankle at sport, or if a loved one needs dialysis, 
local families will be able to get the care they need, close 
to home.
$99.7 million will be set aside for new paediatric emergency 
departments at Maroondah Hospital, Casey Hospital, 
Northern Hospital, University Hospital Geelong, and 
Frankston Hospital.
Minister for Health Martin Foley said: “We know the quality 
of care Victorians receive shouldn’t be reliant on where 
they live, which is why we’re building new hospitals and 
upgrading services right across the state.
“Even better, it’s creating more than 2,400 new local jobs.”
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WITH S O MANY dedicated 
volunteers in Manningham freely 
giving their time and energy to serve our community, last 
week’s National Volunteer Week was a great chance to 
celebrate and thank them for their contributions.
A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to speak with Virginia 
Trioli and some listeners on the Meet the Mayor segment on 
ABC Radio Melbourne.
One of the issues we covered in our conversation was the 
mental health crisis facing young people in Manningham.
With youth mental health already worsening before 
COVID-19, we are now seeing a 48 per cent increase in 
demand for these services in the past year alone.
In 2019, we saw a 30 per cent increase — the need for more 
services is not going away, with the cost of not responding 
to this crisis potentially catastrophic.
Without a dedicated mental health service, those suffering 
are facing long wait times, up to six months, to get help from 
government funded services outside our municipality.
Our limited access to public transport means even then, 
young people are facing extensive travel times (up to 80 
minutes via bus and train) to get to a Headspace centre.
After being overlooked again by the Commonwealth 
Government’s recent funding announcements we 
desperately need support for a dedicated Headspace in 
Manningham, to help meet the needs of our young people.
We also briefly discussed the intersection at Tortice Drive 
and Warrandyte-Ringwood Road.
This is an issue we have raised with our politicians to help 
convince the Department of Transport to install traffic 
signals — which will improve safety and access to bus stops.
Some residents also called in with great questions.
If you would like to listen to the interview, ABC Radio 
Melbourne have kindly allowed us to upload it on our 
website, along with the answers to questions that came 
through in the Facebook comments.
You can find these at: 
manningham.vic.gov.au/abc-interview
Our Budget for 2021/22 is now being finalised and we had 
great input from our community, which will help shape our 
financial future.
Our final 2021/22 Annual Budget and Revenue and Rating 
Plan will be presented to Council for adoption before the 
end of June 2021.
We’re also working on developing our four-year Council 
Plan and Healthy City Strategy to be introduced in mid-2021.
You can stay up to date at yoursaymanningham.com.au
As you turn on your heater, I encourage you once again to 
consider turning it down a degree or two and turning it off 
while you are not home or sleeping.
Together, these small changes can help to reduce our 
greenhouse gas emissions saving both the environment and 
our bank balances.

VOLUNTEERS ARE at the heart 
of Nillumbik and I was delighted 
to be able to help celebrate their enormous contribution 
during National Volunteer Week, which was held May 
17–23.
We have thousands of volunteers who go above and 
beyond to improve the lives of our residents and make 
our shire the best place to live.
They come from all walks of life and assist in many 
different areas including emergency services, community 
and sporting groups, schools, Council programs and 
more.
For many, volunteering is in their DNA, a generosity of 
spirit passed down through families and fundamental 
to who they are.
They don’t do it to seek recognition, but it’s a huge part 
of their lives.
To all our volunteers — I would like to thank you for your 
dedication and service to our community.
As part of the week, we held our 10th anniversary 
celebration for our L2P program, which assists young 
people gain their driver’s licence.
Over the years, more 400 young people have taken lessons 
with 90-plus volunteer mentors.
This has been invaluable in helping young people gain 
independence, particularly important in a rural shire 
like ours where public transport can be limited in parts.
It also means safer, more experienced drivers on our 
roads.
Another major event this month was the Nillumbik Prize 
for Contemporary Art 2021. 
I was honoured to open the Finalist’s Exhibition on May 6 
at Montsalvat and present the Mayor’s Award to sculptor 
Clive Murray-White of Dunmoochin. 
Congratulations also to James Nguyen, who won the 
Open Prize, and Nusra Latif Qureshi, who won the Local 
Prize. 
I was impressed by the incredible work on show in the 
exhibition and I recommend taking a look for yourself.
It’s open until July 1 and you can vote for your favourite 
in the People’s Choice Awards.
Meanwhile, we are currently consulting on a range of key 
plans and strategies for the Shire including our Domestic 
Animal Management Plan, Arts and Culture Strategy and 
our Local Law Review.
You can share your thoughts and find out about pop-up 
information sessions throughout June and July at our 
community engagement website, Participate Nillumbik, 
at participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au
Your opinions are important to us and I encourage you 
to have your say.

MAYORAL REPORT

CR ANDREW CONLON CR PETER PERKINS
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Books to beguile the woman in your life

BY MEERA GOVIL
MUM’S THE word right across May. 
It does not have to be Mother’s Day to indulge the special 
woman in your life.
Say the word “Mum” at Eltham Bookshop when purchasing 
one of these or any other titles for the rest of May and a 
mystery book gift will be yours to take away for free.

Motherhood Statement  
by Karen Throssell

From Warrandyte poet comes a love song to 
all mothers, and to one, sung through poetry 
and photographs. 
It is a love song from all those daughters who 
spent too much time seeing the mother and 
not the person.

The House Over the Diamond Creek  
by Supriya Singh 

A Whimsical Journey Through Gardens 
and Life, thoughtfully illustrated by Ann 
Cunningham, is an eloquent tribute to 
friends, family, loss and serenity - all found 
and felt deeply amidst a garden created by 
a lover of plants, good food, good times and 
good people. 

You can enjoy this even book more if you come along and 
join us for a warming afternoon tea at Edendale Farm with 
Supriya Singh and Ann Cunningham on Sunday June 27th 
from 2:30 pm until 4pm. 
Bookings are essential at 9439 8700.

A Touch of India : Chutney Mary, Charming 
Irregularities and an Unlikely Romance by 

Valerie Britton-Wilson
Discovered in a blue suitcase, love letters 
that are unfolded to uncovering the life of her 
mother Pearl, a young Anglo-Indian woman 
growing up in end-of-Empire Bombay.
Pearl was a journalist with the Times of India 
in the 1940s who unexpectedly fell in love 

with a brilliant Cambridge pianist on leave from fighting the 
Japanese in the jungles of Burma. 
A book that evokes the fascinating, infuriating, endlessly 
rich history and present times threaded together with an 
intriguing personal story. 
A chance to meet the author on August 9 can be yours. 
Please call 9439 8700 for details.

Turns Out, I’m Fine by Judith Lucy
This razor-sharp memoir from Judith Lucy is 
an ode to life spinning on a dime ... one minute 
she was fine, but in the space of twenty-four 
hours, her relationship came apart and so 
did she. 
But her broken heart became a catalyst 
change, and writing at age fifty, Judith charts 
her realisation that life, at all stages, is still full 

of possibilities.

The Mother Fault by Kate Mildenhall
Imagining a near future Australia that is all too 
disturbingly familiar, The Mother Fault is an 
addictive thriller, a heart-pounding adventure 
and a moving portrayal of the lengths a mother 
will go to save her family. 

Take Shelter by Ali Corke
A warm, uplifting tale about retired English 
teacher Deirdre Dunstable whose world 
implodes when she suffers a stroke. 
Once feisty and independent, she finds herself 
trapped and vulnerable in an aged-care facility. 
Deirdre finally manages to convince one of the 
carers to help her leave. 

A young Tamil asylum seeker, Selva has escaped from a 
regime far more brutal than that of the care home. 
Terrified at the prospect of being returned to the care facility, 
and fearing that she may be resuscitated against her will, 
Deirdre and Selva try to navigate the last stages of her life 

and the beginning of a new life for him.
Mr Cadmus by Peter Ackroyd

Two apparently harmless women reside in 
cottages one building apart in the idyllic English 
village of Little Camborne. 
Miss Finch and Miss Swallow, cousins, have 
put their pasts behind them and settled into 

conventional country life. 
But when a mysterious foreigner, Theodore Cadmus — from 
Caldera, a Mediterranean island nobody has heard of — 
moves into the middle cottage, the safe monotony of their 

lives is shattered.
Torta Della Nonna by Emiko Davies

Torta della Nonna brings together the best 
Italian sweets recipes from Emiko Davies’ 
books, Florentine, Acquacotta, and Tortellini 
at Midnight, plus five brand new recipes.
Across eight chapters, this stunning collection 

features classic well-known recipes, as well as family recipes 
passed through generations.

The Collected Stories of Shirley Hazzard
28 works of short fiction in all, Shirley Hazzard’s 
collected stories is a work of staggering breadth 
and talent. 
Taken together, Hazzard’s short stories are 
masterworks in telescoping focus, “at once 
surgical and symphonic” (New Yorker), ranging 

from quotidian struggles between beauty and pragmatism 
to satirical sendups of international bureaucracy, from the 
Italian countryside to suburban Connecticut.

Dew on Mornings. Past  
by Joachim Matschoss

These poems are imbued with disdain for 
privilege and compassion for those without it. 
Every now and then, the poet turns his gaze 
upon himself, evoking places he has been and 
moments he has lived. 
This juxtaposition between the lives of 

strangers and the deeply personal captures something very 
true about travelling, and about living.

BOOK NOOK

All these books are available from ELTHAMbookshop, 970 Main Road, Eltham.
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Manningham Council News

Get Active – Come and Try  
activity week
From Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June, we are 
providing an exciting opportunity for older 
adults aged 65 years and over to come and try a 
range of fun activities that will get you moving, 
thinking and socialising. 
The Get Active - Come and Try activity week is 
the place to go for the latest in fitness, wellness, 
nutrition, health and psychology solutions. 
We’ve got something for everyone - all activities 
are free of charge, no experience is necessary 
and beginners are welcome.

 manningham.vic.gov.au/come-and-try

Sunday Sessions are back
Enjoy free exercise and wellbeing activities at 
Aquarena Aquatic and Leisure Centre every 
Sunday morning throughout May. 

 sundaysessions.org.au  

HAVE YOUR SAY
Placemaking projects
We value your feedback on our Placemaking 
projects, including our pop-up parks and 
outdoor dining activations. 
Survey closes Sunday 23 May.

 yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
placemaking-and-outdoor-dining 

Domestic Animal Managment Plan
We would like to hear your thoughts on animal 
management within the municipality.
We will use your feedback to inform what 
actions should be included in the Domestic 
Animal Management Plan 2021-2025.
Survey closes Thursday 10 June.

 yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
damp

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au    yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au
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Boost for open space precinct
NILLUMBIK SHIRE Council has received $2 million in 
Victorian Government funding to implement the Graysharps 
Road Open Space Precinct Plan in Hurstbridge.
Minister for Local Government Shaun Leane made the 
announcement during a visit to celebrate the start of 
construction of the $1.7 million redevelopment of the 
Hurstbridge Community Multi-use Facility.
Mayor Peter Perkins said he welcomed the news of the $2 
million Growing Suburbs Fund grant to revitalise what will 
become a key gateway to Hurstbridge.
“The second stage of the Diamond Creek Trail extension 
will better connect Hurstbridge and once it opens in early 
2022, we expect up to 350,000 visitors a year to this area.
“We thank the Victorian Government and Yan Yean MP 
Danielle Green for their support of this and many other 
major projects across Nillumbik.
“Council has committed a further $925,000 to resurface the 
netball courts here as part of the masterplan”, Cr Perkins 
said.
Bunjil Ward Councillor Karen Egan said the project was 
one of her priorities since being elected to Council in 2016.
“This is a fantastic initiative and has received strong support 
from everyone in our community,” Cr Egan said.
Minister Shaun Leane joined Cr Perkins, Deputy Mayor 
Frances Eyre and Councillors for the turning of the first sod 
to mark the official start of construction of the Hurstbridge 
Community Multi-use Facility in Graysharps Road.

The upgrade will see the pavilion almost double in size, 
extending the social area and providing four much-needed 
change rooms and amenities for both male and female 
players and umpires.
The project is funded through the Victorian Government’s 
Growing Suburbs Fund, Sport and Recreation Victoria and 
Council.
The pavilion, which is home to the Hurstbridge Football 
Netball Club and the Hurstbridge Cricket Club, is expected 
to be completed early next year.
“Nillumbik Shire Council has been a strong supporter of 
improving facilities to encourage more women and girls 
to take part in active sport such as football and cricket,” Cr 
Egan said.
“We have upgraded many facilities across the Shire and I’m 
glad to see Hurstbridge is benefitting from this program.”
Council will now get to work on developing a master plan for 
the Graysharps Road Open Space Precinct in consultation 
with the comunity.
Features could include a connection to the new Diamond 
Creek Trail, barbecues and picnic shelters, public toilets, 
drinking fountain and more.
“We look forward to working in collaboration with local 
user groups and the community as we transform this space 
into a beautiful area for both sport and recreation that will 
also bring many benefits to the Hurstbridge township,” Cr 
Perkins said.
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Recognising our volunteers

BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
VOLUNTEERISM lies at the heart of our community.
From community groups and social enterprises, to council 
and emergency services, volunteering in your local area 
can mean many things.
National Volunteer Week (NVW) May 17–23 shon a spotlight 
on some of the great works our selfless volunteers do.

Nillumbik recognises its volunteers
Nillumbik Shire Council organised volunteer appreciation 
events running throughout the week, allowing volunteers 
to reconnect, share stories, and celebrate their incredible 
contributions to their community.
The Bulletin spoke with council and volunteers about the 
importance of volunteering.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins talked about the importance 
of volunteers in Nillumbik.
“It’s a very important part of council that we support 
volunteers and volunteerism because we know how 
important it is to the fabric of our society.
“It’s not about just one week; it’s about ongoing support 
for organisations and individuals looking to expand their 
volunteer opportunities,” he said.
There is no better reflection of the strong volunteer ethos 
in Nillumbik than the Diamond Creek Rotary Tram Café.
In May 2018, The Victorian Government announced they 
would be allowing Victorians the opportunity to foster and 
repurpose a retired W-Class tram.
After community groups in Diamond Creek lodged a 
submission to acquire a tram, it now has a new life as a 
vibrant space for the Diamond Creek community.
Operating on an alternating roster system, different 

community groups from the Nillumbik area are able 
to operate the café and raise money for their given 
organisation.
“The sheer number of people who volunteer in Nillumbik 
really is the reason why it is such a great place to live.
“There’s very few parts of community life that could sustain 
itself without volunteer involvement,” said Cr Perkins.

Spotlight on Robyn Burke
Nillumbik resident Robyn Burke has been an active 
volunteer in her community, devoting her time to different 
programs over the years.
As a retired teacher and librarian, Robyn has always been 
passionate about literacy and fostering the joy of reading, 
which led her to volunteer at the Children’s Book Council 
of Australia (CBCA).
CBCA aims to share quality Australian literature for young 
people nationwide — running different events over the 
year, including CBCA Book Week.
“I’ve always been volunteering; I’ve always been one of 
those people who has always been willing to put my hand 
up to help.
“I get to see children being encouraged and to love reading 
and learning,” says Robyn.
Personal hardship led Robyn to also volunteer with the 
Musical Memories Choir, where she used to accompany 
her mother.
Musical Memories are a community choir made up of 
individuals living with a diagnosis of dementia, as well as 
their loved ones.
The choir’s mission is to provide social support, cognitive 
stimulation, and musical expression for its patrons.

Photos supplied
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After seeing the incredible strides her mother made, as well 
as the astonishing support offered through the program, 
Robyn was inspired to help.
“Musical Memories for me is such an eye-opener to see 
people who have dementia, when they hear the music, the 
impact of that is just incredible.
“With my mothers’ journey of dementia — the minute we 
started singing she could remember the words from songs 
from way back.
“You go along and people are accepted for who they are,” 
says Robyn. 
As NVW draws to a close, it is important to always recognise 
and appreciate our selfless volunteers who make our 
communities great.
“Giving your own time, energy, and life experience to 
others is probably one of the best gifts you can give,” says 
Cr Perkins.

Acknowledging the SES
Recently, Manningham Council recognised the valuable 
contribution the State Emergency Service (SES) has made to 
the lives of Manningham residents at its annual emergency 
services reception.
Manningham Council also welcomed increased funding 
from State Government which will support the local SES 
branch.
Acknowledging the additional funding, Manningham 
Mayor, Andrew Conlon spoke about how council will 
continue to provide operational support to the SES.
“Manningham provides accommodation and in-kind 
operational support to the local unit which attended 
hundreds of calls for help from the community last year.
“I want to acknowledge the VicSES and their dedicated 
volunteers for their continued commitment to the 
Manningham community.
“Council will continue to work and partner with the VicSES 
to support planning and implementation activities to 
facilitate community resilience and emergency awareness 
through the Manningham community,” he said. Robyn Burke

Manningham SES volunteers and appliances, photo: GARY BIRKETT
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Village vibe at Wonga Park

Little Library sparks learning joy

BY SUSAN FOREMAN 
WONGA PARK has suffered from a lack of retail space for 
some years now.
The long-term closure of the Village Shops and the 
extended hiatus of the Farmers’ Market has reduced 
opportunities for connection.
So the community is finding ways to make places where 
they can come together.
Community Cottage has transformed into a welcoming 
village space with a new community outdoor dining area.
Louise Schweiger, Manager of the Wonga Park Community 
Cottage said she identified the need for a local place where 
people could connect and share a coffee together.
“With the closure of the local village shopping centre at 
Wonga Park, places to grab a coffee and have a chat were 
few and far between.
“We heard about the Manningham Placemaking funding 
and thought it would be great to create a COVID-Safe space 
outdoors, where people could feel welcome to meet and 
connect with each other.”
Designed to improve community partnerships, the outdoor 
seating area and planter boxes were installed to create a 
friendly, happy space.
“Council’s design team consulted with us and came up 
with a wonderful plan.
“They were mindful of the rustic bush surroundings where 
the seating and tables would be installed and reflected this 
in the wooden materials they used.
“The users of the Community Cottage really appreciate the 
initiative — what was a single-use loading zone has now 
become a usable space.

“We’re now in the process of contracting a coffee van to 
visit the site.”
Wonga Park Community Cottage collaborated with the local 
tennis club and adjoining Burch Memorial Kindergarten 
to determine how the outdoor seating area would meet 
their needs.
“The way it evolved was perfect — it already meets the needs 
of people attending the Community Cottage and will be 
a welcoming space for everyone in the community — we 
plan to use it for pop-up events for EACH Youth Services.
“Importantly this new outdoor community space can be 
used by people from the nearby tennis club, kindergarten, 
walking groups and wider community.
“It really fills the gap by connecting people and creating 
a little village space until the new shopping centre 
development comes online,” Louise said.
The project was funded under Manningham Council’s 
Placemaking program.

BY SUSAN FOREMAN
THE TEMPLESTOWE World of Learning is inspiring literary 
joy with a new Community Corner, complete with a little 
library and wooden bench.
Designed and created by Kai Menzies, a Box Hill TAFE 
furniture design student, the intention of the little library 
and wooden bench is to inspire minds and encourage 
learning.
Templestowe World of Learning Centre Manager, Shelley 
Jacobson, said they wanted to deliver a community project 
for some time and Manningham’s Placemaking funding was 
the perfect way to make this a reality.
Shelley said the children’s reaction to the Community 
Corner was sheer delight.
“The children love it.
“As soon as they saw it they rushed to sit on the bench and 
explore all the books in the Little Library.”
Parents, grandparents and passers’ by are also enjoying 
the literary space.
“Some of the parents have even taken ownership of the 
bench seat, saying it should be named after them!

“We will set up a book exchange so everyone in the 
community can come and enjoy the little library space.
“We also like the fact the chair and library were built by a 
local student, who has used his skills to benefit the whole 
community.
“What he has created for us is absolutely beautiful and the 
children just love it.”
The project was funded under Manningham’s Placemaking 
program.
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Tread the boards at 
Eltham Little Theatre

BY ALISON JONES, ELT Ticket Secretary
BEGINNING AS A play reading group in 1958, in a house on 
Main Road, Research, the group quickly evolved to public 
performances — all within the space of a month.
In 1988, the new Eltham Performing Arts Centre was built.
Since the late 1950s, Eltham Little Theatre Inc. (ELT)  as it is now 
known, has been putting on plays for the Eltham community. 
Thankfully, the arts survived 2020 and Eltham Little Theatre 
is about to begin play three of five for 2021.

Peter Pan Jr.
Peter and his mischievous fairy sidekick, Tinkerbell, visit 
the nursery of the Darling children late one night and, with 
a sprinkle of pixie dust, begin a magical journey across the 
stars that none of them will ever forget.
In the adventure of a lifetime, the travellers come face-to-
face with a ticking crocodile, a fierce Indian tribe, a band 
of bungling pirates and, of course, the villainous Captain 
Hook.
Featuring the iconic songs, I’m Flying, I’ve Gotta Crow, I 
Won’t Grow Up, and Never Never Land, Peter Pan Jr. is the 
perfect show for the child in all of us... who dreamed of 
soaring high and never growing up.
Performance times and ticketing
Saturday matinee (1pm): June 26, July 3, July 10.
Saturday afternoon (5pm): June 26, July 3, July 10.
Sunday matinee (1pm): June 27, July 4.
Foyer opens 30 minutes prior to curtain.
Auditorium doors open from 15 minutes prior to curtain.
All patrons are expected to be seated by start time.
Tickets cost $25 ($20 for concessions).
Enquiries to the Ticket Secretary:
0411 713 095 or tickets@elthamlittletheatre.org.au

Calling all volunteers
A theatre is more than just the actors on stage, it is also the 
crew working front of house, building sets, and working 
lights and sound.
Eltham Little Theatre is always looking for willing and 
skilled volunteers to help bring productions together.
We appreciate as much or as little of your valuable time 
that you can contribute.
Some of the activities that we undertake for each show:
Set Realisation
(ELT’s take on Men’s Shed but open to everyone).
Carpentry, set painting and general construction and 
creativity with tools.
A few Saturdays before each show with refreshments 
provided.
Lighting and Sound Operations or Stage Crew
A key part of any production.
Be involved in the production (just not on stage).
A great introduction to the theatre crew.
Front of House
A small time commitment and a great introduction to 
the theatre.

Meet and greet the patrons and assist with pre-show and 
interval refreshments.
Full training provided
Volunteer Members receive a 20 per cent discount on all 
ELT ticket purchases.
Email us at: info@elthamlittletheatre.org.au 
Or join at: 
 www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=695803&

Become a friend of ELT today!
If you love a night out at Eltham Little Theatre, why not join 
us as an ELT Friend?
 For only $10 per year, you will receive a copy of our 
newsletter as well as advance notice of special theatre 
events.
 You will also be entitled to 15 per cent off all tickets you 
purchase online during the year.
There is no limit to the number of shows or the number of 
tickets per show.
 So, join now and let your friends share the great value and 
entertainment that is Eltham Little Theatre!
 To become an ELT Friend, register now at:
www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=695796&
 We look forward to welcoming you soon!
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Guns, torpedos, and utter chaos

BY SAM BROWN 
THE NAVAL battles between the Imperial Japanese and 
Allied navies around the waters of Guadalcanal in the 
Solomon Islands, north east of Australia, were some of the 
fiercest of the Pacific War.
Fought primarily at night, fleets of destroyers, cruisers and 
the odd battleship clashed repeatedly in brutal, close range 
slugfests that left the sea strewn with debris, oil and stunned 
survivors from both sides.
So many ships were sunk that the waters off Guadalcanal 
were soon known as Iron Bottom Sound.
Killerfish Games’ latest naval simulation puts you in 
command of either side in a dynamic, faithful rendition of 
the real world campaign to capture and hold Guadalcanal 
Island and its vital airstrip from August 1942 to February 
1943.
On the strategic map, you plan your offensive, form your 
taskforces and mount amphibious assaults as you island 
hop your way to victory.
But when two opposing forces meet, the simulation reverts 
to a real-time 3D world where you command your units in 
tactical battle to defeat the enemy.
In the real war, Japan ultimately lost the campaign: Killerfish 
Games challenges you to do better as the Japanese navy and 
defend this vital pillar of your expanding Pacific empire 
from the Allied offensive.
You have the best heavy cruisers in the game and lots 
of them, but a wide slice of ocean to protect — and will 
they be enough to hold back the two battleships that the 
Americans deployed in desperation to protect their toehold 
on Guadalcanal?
As the Allies, it challenges you to plan, organise and then 
execute an effective strategy to take and hold Guadalcanal 
against a Japanese navy at peak strength and efficiency.
The Japanese were masters of night fighting, had powerful 
carrier forces at their disposal and the best long range 
torpedo by far.
All faithfully rendered in the game, so defeating them and 
then holding on to any gains is tough.
For both sides, the dynamic nature of the campaign means 
nothing is predestined: both Japan and the Allies can easily 
lose if they make poor decisions, fail to supply and reinforce 

stepping stones along the way — or deploy poorly balanced 
taskforces.
This simulation is deep, complex and has one of the steepest 
learning curves of recent naval games.
World of Warships this is not; a long list of tutorials 
encourages the player to learn first before attempting the 
campaign.
But apart from its faithful and complex simulation of real 
world dynamics, the most arresting thing about War on the 
Sea is its stunning visuals.
In the 3D world, night, where much of the action takes 
place, is brooding and dangerous.
The hulking silhouettes of darkened ships kick up bow 
waves as they steam toward the last reported location of 
the enemy fleet.
Suddenly, enemy destroyers materialise out of the gloom, 
winking flashes rippling down their sides indicating they 
have opened fire.
Soon, shell splashes erupt around my ships; above them, 
star shells drift slowly down, casting a pale yellow light on 
the sea.
They look beautiful but I know it means enemy gunners 
can clearly see my ships.
A hit on my flagship sends an orange fireball skywards, 
temporarily illuminating my entire battle line.
All order is lost in the chaotic brawl, with ships darting 
in and out of rainsqualls and blasting each other at close 
range.
Soon, the sea is filled with burning, sinking ships and I do 
not even know if that cruiser on the horizon afire from bow 
to stern is mine or one of the enemy.
Welcome to the unforgiving, totally immersive world of 
War on the Sea.

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall. 

PLAYER ONE

Photos courtesy Steam/Killerfish Games
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Celebrating the platypus
NILLUMBIK is celebrating the much-loved platypus with 
a jam-packed series of free, family friendly events until 
May 30.
Nillumbik Shire Council in conjunction with Melbourne 
Water will present exciting activities online, in Eltham, and 
in Diamond Creek from May 20–30.
Highlights include webinars run by scientists and experts; 
a water bug discovery activity at the Diamond Creek 
Adventure Playground; a clean-up day in Diamond Creek; a 
self-guided platypus discovery bike tour along the Diamond 
Creek Trail, and a celebration day at Edendale Community 
Environment Farm with music and entertainment, face 
painting, art and craft, farm tours and more.
Mayor Peter Perkins said the events offer an opportunity for 
children and adults to discover more about the platypus, 
which is a threatened species.
“Being home to the Diamond Creek, Nillumbik provides 
an important habitat for platypuses.
“Everyone can do things like keeping their dogs on a lead 
around waterways, not littering, and participating in clean-
up days to help platypuses.
“There have been several sightings of platypuses in the 
Diamond Creek in the past few weeks, so we know how 
important it is to maintain a healthy, clean environment 
to keep our resident platypuses safe,” he said.
Geoff Williams from the Australian Platypus Conservancy 
will be running one of the webinars and said he is pleased 
to see the spotlight put on the platypus.

“It’s important that people know how their everyday 
actions can help, rather than hinder platypus populations, 
and there is much to learn across the 10 days of events in 
Nillumbik.”
The event includes a webinar series which covers:
The impact and management of foxes and rabbits (24 May).
Fish ecology in the Diamond Creek (25 May).
Water bugs: a food source for the platypus (26 May).
A small section of the Diamond Creek Trail will also become 
a platypus trail for the next 12 months with the installation 
of 10 decals along the trail between Edendale Farm and 
Allendale Road.
The 10 decals reveal fascinating facts about the platypus 
and make for a great family bike-riding adventure. 
The events will culminate in a celebration day at Edendale 
Farm on Sunday, May 30, 11am–4pm. 
There will be a guest speaker, craft activities, decal and 
stencil workshops, farm tours, platypus jenga, The Connies 
tram conductors, face painting, water bug discovery 
workshops, environmental stalls, Djirri Djirri dancers, 
music performed on the FReeZA stage, a barbecue run by 
the Eltham Lions Club, and planting along the Diamond 
Creek to help rebuild habitat for native fauna (11am and 
1pm).
Some events and activities require registration.
Visit www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/platypus for more event 
details and information on how to register, and help 
celebrate the platypus in the Diamond Creek.

Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.

Photo courtesy Denise Illing
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Best of contemporary art on show
BY SANDI MILLER
THE BARN GALLERY at Montsalvat is once again the setting 
for the Nillumbik Prize for Contemporary Art.
The 17th iteration of the prestigious art competition saw 
323 entries responding to the theme “Return”, with the 40 
shortlisted finalists currently on show.
Emily Wubin, Exhibition Curator and Collections 
Management Officer for Nillumbik Council, said there was 
a good mix of local and national entries.
“The finalist exhibition is a good representation of the 
entries we received, both locally and nationally, with eight 
local artists among the 40 finalists.”
The contemporary biennial acquisitive art prize is open to 
artists working in any medium in Australia.
The winner was announced at the exhibition opening on 
May 6, and for the first time, the Prize has been awarded 
to a digital artist.
James Nguyen, of Murumbeena, was presented the $20,000 
prize in the Open Category for his moving image, The 
Camelia Economy.
The 20-minute, 29 second video tells the story of a handful 
of seeds given to the artist by his late grandmother on his 
return to Vietnam.
In Australia, his family grew the seeds into tea plants which 
they use to trade and swap with community, symbolising 
the preservation of their culture of storytelling, care and 
entrepreneurship that has survived war and political exile.

Georgia Cribb, Director of Bunjil Place Gallery and one 
of the three prize judges, said it had been immensely 
challenging to determine a winner from a strong field across 
a range of media. 
“We are delighted to learn that this is the first time that the 
prize has been awarded to an artist working in a digital 
medium,” she said. 
The $10,000 local prize was won by Eltham artist Nusra 
Latif Qureshi for Remnant Blessings-I, an acrylic, graphite, 
gouache and gold on illustration board.
Nusra told Warrandyte Diary the award means a lot 
to her on a personal level, as it is representative of the 
inclusiveness of the community.
She moved to Eltham about five years ago and says she has 
found it is a “very nurturing community”.
“I am finding that I am part of the community in a very 
interesting way, and I know that Eltham has always been a 
place where artists love to live and make it home.”
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said this year marked the 
17th anniversary of the prize, which was highly regarded 
around Australia.
“This is a prestigious exhibition for artists to showcase 
excellence in contemporary art and is a celebration of 
Nillumbik’s rich artistic and cultural community,” Cr 
Perkins said.
“Council prides itself on being a strong supporter of the 
arts on all levels.
“Congratulations to the winners and all the finalists for their 
impressive and inspiring works.”
Sculptor Clive Murray-White, an artist-in-residence at the 
Dunmoochin Art Collective, took out the $500 Mayor’s 
Award for his work, Assisted Suiseki No: 9.
Cr Perkins said, “This striking piece can be viewed from 

Local prize winner Nusra Latif Qureshi, Remnant Blessings-I 2020 Mayor Peter Perkins and Award-winning sculptor Clive Murray-White
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any angle and immediately caught my eye as it is both 
contemporary and timeless.”
The open and local prizes are acquisitive, and the winning 
works will be included in the Nillumbik Shire Art Collection.
Emily said the calibre of the works was extremely high and 
there was a wonderful cross-section of works in all different 
media.
She said “Return” has been interpreted in a variety of 
different ways by the artists.
“These have included an exploration of returning to a sense 
of ones-self, of true identity — also stories of migration and 
connections to or memories of home, as well as ideas of 
what returning to normal might be in the covid context as 
well as an exploration of returning to different techniques 
and methods.
“So there has been a very diverse range of very insightful 
and creative responses to the one theme,” Emily said. 
The biennial prize was judged by Miriam Kelly, Curator at 
the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art; Georgia Cribb, 
Director of Bunjil Place Gallery and Victoria Lynn, Director 
of TarraWarra Museum of Art.
The finalists were shortlisted by an independent panel of 
industry experts: Francis E. Parker, Curator of Exhibitions 
at Monash University Museum of Art, Jade Bitar, Visual 
Arts Officer at the City of Stonnington and Helen Walpole, 
independent art and museum curator.
The Finalist Exhibition is now open at Montsalvat until 
July 1, 2021. 
Entry is free. 
Montsalvat is currently open Thursday to Sunday, 10am-
4pm.
Visitors are encouraged to vote for their favourite artwork 
in the People’s Choice Award, which will be announced 
on July 15, 2021.
For more information about the Nillumbik Prize for 
Contemporary Art, go to nillumbik.vic.gov.au/npca.

Foreground: Lisa Sewards, Found in the Woods Snow Globe 2020

Foreground: Kylie Stillman, Verso 2020

Pauline Dewar, The Flight of the Bogong Moths 2020

Anne-Marie Zanette, From which do we attain our maturity 

- inside out or outside in? 2019
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BY ADAM GOUDGE 
STAFF LEAVE businesses for all sorts of reasons, 
sometimes it is amicable and other times not so much.
When this happens, you need to have a plan for how you 
are going to protect the business data to which they had 
access.
There are really two separate considerations here, the 
first is:
How do we stop the ex-staff member from accessing 
our live data?
This is a process that you are no doubt already familiar 
with; this is the bit where we disable user accounts, change 
passwords, revoke building pass cards and collect laptops 
and other devices from the soon-to-be ex-staff member.
This is the obvious stuff and it is an important step but it 
does not take in to account at least one very important 
consideration.
It is very common for staff to use their own personal 
devices to access company data, and this has become far 
more prevalent in the new working-from-home world we 
live in today.
So the second question we have to ask is:
How do we secure business data left behind on personal 
devices?
When a user’s account is disabled or deleted any data that 
they may have had synchronized on their own personal 

device (email on a mobile phone for example) will remain, 
at present there is no way to force the removal of that data, 
which means that an ex-staff member who was using their 
own computer to work-from-home probably has copies 
of your business data on it.
Without an enforceable technological way to remove this 
data you must rely on policy, process and trust to deal 
with this situation.
Your company policies should state that upon termination 
of employment the person is required to destroy company 
data in their possession on their personal devices.
Your procedures should support this policy, when a staff 
member leaves you should have your I.T. department 
inspect any personal computers and devices which were 
used by that employee.
Of course, all of this relies on trust, you need to have faith 
that your polices and procedures will be followed and that 
the ex-staff member will be cooperative.
If you do not want to rely on policies, procedures and 
trust there is one other option — change your policies 
and have your I.T. department enforce them to only allow 
access to company data from company owned equipment, 
then all you have to do when an employee becomes an 
ex-employee is make sure you get the equipment back.

ABOUT ADAM

Adam has lived in Warrandyte for 7 years and founded his 
company in 2005.
Australia Wide I.T. specialises in providing I.T. support and 
security services for businesses all over Australia.

DOT COM

A picture is worth a thousand words

Protecting your data when staff leave

BY JOHN O’KEEFE
NEVER A TRUER statement was said as we live in a visual 
era where the brain visualises the spoken word.
All the more reason to include a pictorial image in whatever 
marketing collateral you are about to prepare.
Be it a brochure, advertisement, sales flyer, poster, 
packaging, or social media.
A relevant image attracts attention, and the accompanying 
words sell the product or service.
If you are unable to take professional quality images 
yourself, stock images are a great way to save time and 
money and many are royalty free — which means they do 
not require a payment to the photographer whenever the 
image is used.
Personally, I am a fan of Shutterstock, a subscription-based 
service providing over 300 million images which will help 
you to set the scene and help make your communication 
project look professional.
There are a number of subscription-based services and a 
simple internet search for “premium stock images” will 

return a number of options, with different price points.
If your budget is small and you cannot afford to pay for your 
stock images, there are a number of “free” alternatives — 
such as Pixabay or Unsplash.
These images are often published under either a Creative 
Commons licence (Pixabay) or are the “free” end of a more 
complex subscription service, such as Unsplash which is 
owned by Getty Images.
The important thing to note that sometimes attribution is 
required and often there are strict rules about what you can 
or cannot modify about the photograph so be sure to read 
the licencing terms before putting an image to use.
Using stock images, music, or video may seem like cheating 
but memes, films, adverts and even television shows will 
often employ stock images, music, or footage as it is often 
cheaper to buy a stock image than send a crew out to shoot 
something bespoke.

ABOUT JOHN

M a r k e t i n g  g u r u  J o h n  O ’ K e e f e  i s  a n  a w a r d 
w i n n i n g  m a r k e t i n g  c o n s u l t a n t , c a l l  h i m  o n  
0408 344 905 if you need some help with your marketing.
Next issue John will look at how to pitch for editorial coverage 
of your products/events in major media.

BRAND
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An Auskicker’s dream come true
BY SUSAN FOREMAN
WITH FOOTY well and truly back on the weekend agenda, 
so many young boys and girls are back to dreaming of 
being a footy star just like their idols.
For two Park Orchards girls, Poppy and Abi, their dream 
has come true.
These best friends from Park Orchards North Ringwood 
Parish Auskick became the envy of thousands of 
Auskickers up and the down the country when they were 
recently announced as NAB AFL Auskicker of the Year 
nominees.
The girls outshone Seven’s broadcaster, Hamish 
McLachlan, during the network’s Friday night match 
interview in Round 3s and 7s .
Joining 20 other nominees, Poppy and Abi will take part in 
the Grand Final Parade in Melbourne later this year and 
play on the hallowed turf of the MCG at half-time during 
the Grand Final game.
Staunch Hawthorn fans, Poppy and Abi live and breathe 
football, and have been taking part in their local Auskick 
program for the past few years.
Their dream is to one day play for the Hawthorn AFLW 
team.
“We are so excited,” echoed the seven-year-old girls.
This national competition celebrates the passion and 
dedication of thousands of children who attend NAB AFL 
Auskick centres every week.
“We are so thrilled and proud to see two of our very own 
following their dreams.
“Such an amazing opportunity for them both,” says Kate 
Gniel, Park Orchards Auskick Coordinator.
Auskick is an inclusive program designed to teach the 
basic skills of Australian rules football to boys and girls 
aged between 5 and 12, of all abilities.
To find out more or to register for your local Auskick centre 
visit play.afl/auskick

Karolina Larvey Artscape We are hiring
Are you familiar with MYOB, have great 
communication skills and computer literacy? 
Warrandyte Diary have a vacancy for a part time 
administrator/ad manager/proofreader.
Working out of the Warrandyte Community 
Centre, the Diary has been the home of news 
in Warrandyte and Surrounds for over 50 years.
With the retirement of our admin manager, we 
are looking for someone to be the heartbeat of 
the Diary.
Flexible hours, friendly team and you’d be 
working at a much-loved Warrandyte institution.

Send your CV to  
editor@warrandytediary.com.au 
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