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Marches and remembrance services were back in the local community on April 25 as Australians everywhere 
stood silent and remembered the sacrifice of the Anzacs, and veterans young and old. See Pages 11–14 for a 
snapshot of Anzac Day across Manningham and Nillumbik.                                                        Photo: SANDI MILLER

Lest we forget
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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. It guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial 
status and its independent voice. The Diary carries a strong editorial bias 
towards the people, environment and character of the place it serves. 
The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the communities of 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, Research, Eltham, 
Donvale, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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Diary and the WD Bulletin accept no 
responsibility for financial, health or other 
claims published in advertising in this 
newspaper. 
Responsibility for election and referendum 
comment in this issue is accepted by 
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1,900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin are made by the community, for 
the community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, 
community groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make 
Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production 
costs and associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in 
the main publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.

DISCLAIMER

This project received grant funding from the Australian Government, 
through the Australian Communications and Media Authority, under 
the Regional and Small Publishers Innovation Fund.

Warrandyte Diary is a member publication 
of Community Newspaper Association of 
Victoria (CNAV). CNAV is the peak body 
for community, not-for-profit newspapers 
in Victoria.

hello@42kmedia.com.au

community media solutions

• Video
• Livestream
• DTP
• And more...

42kmedia.com.au
vimeo.com/42kmedia

Subscribe now
Get the WD Bulletin straight to 

your inbox

warrandytediary.com.au 
to sign up to our mailing list



Check out our FB to see what we are about.

If you’re interested, we would love to hear 
from you — employment@h2pro.com.au

WE ARE HIRING

We need a 4th year or fully 

qualified maintenance plumber 
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Road deaths highlight need  
BY SANDI MILLER
THE APRIL Warrandyte Diary featured a letter from 
resident Jeanette Killeen regarding the plight of wildlife 
along Jumping Creek Road, where she has witnessed many 
animals falling victim to road strike along that stretch of 
road each week.
Manningham Councillor, Carli Lange is advocating for 
solutions.
“Wildlife killed along Jumping Creek Road is becoming a 
regular occurrence. 
“Not only is wildlife continually killed along this road due 
to speeding drivers, but the traffic noise is also disturbing 
residents and delinquent driving behaviour is increasing 
too,” she said. 
With increased speed, there is increased risk of human 
fatalities if motorists hit a large animal like a wombat or a 
kangaroo, or if drivers veer into oncoming traffic to avoid 
colliding with wildlife. 
Neil Hordern, a member of the Jumping Creek Road 
Reference Panel sent an open letter to Manningham 
Council following the death of a wombat “and her joey” 
near the Jumping Creek bridge where the Reference Panel 
have been appealing for an underpass.
“Our poor wombats, whilst battling loss of habitat, mange 
and other threats, keep getting killed at the same place, on 
what seems an increasing frequency,” he said.
Katja Gutwein is a volunteer wildlife carer who works on 
mange management in wombats.
She discovered the recently deceased animal and stopped 
to check her pouch.
“I found a little joey’s arm poking out of the pouch, but 
unfortunately it didn’t make it either. 
“It was a horrible situation to come to, and I’ve been 
dreading using this road since I became a resident of Wonga 
Park two years ago, due to the carnage of the wombats and 
other wildlife like wallabies at this section of road,” she said. 
Katja said it is often healthy wombats being run over, “not 
the ones with mange we are fighting so hard for to get back 
to health again”.

The Jumping Creek Road Community Reference Panel has 
been agitating for an animal underpass to run underneath 
the bridge.
Commonly, a large concrete drainage pipe is installed 
under the road for use by wombats, wallabies and echidnas. 
Katja provided the photo (below) of an underpass in 
Tasmania “showing wombat paw prints as evidence that 
they are using it”.
Katja and the other wildlife carers in her network have asked 
for immediate action by Council. 
“Stop this appalling and unnecessary carnage on this road,” 
she said.
Mange Management Inc are calling for an urgent motion 
by council to get the underpass approved.
“We are living in such a beautiful part of the world and 
need to protect it, especially in light of numbers of wombats 
decreasing at a rapid pace due to roadkill, mange and loss 
of habitat,” said Katja.
Cr Lange is also calling for increased police patrols of 
Jumping Creek Road to deter speeding and other dangerous 
driving.

Maria Island wombat footprints in a concrete pipe

PHOTO SUPPLIED

Maria Island wombat footprints in a concrete pipe
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BY SANDI MILLER
MANNINGHAM Council convened a community panel 
to provide feedback on its four strategic documents. 
Community members from across Manningham were 
randomly selected to form a representative cross-section 
of the Manningham community. 
Four meetings were held during March to consider and 
provide recommendations to Council regarding the 
Council Plan, Community Vision, Asset Plan and Financial 
Plan.
The community panel handed over the Community Vision 
and their recommendations to Council on Sunday, March 
28, which were then tabled at a special Council Meeting 
on April 20. 
The panel produced a community vision statement and 
12 recommendations for Council to consider.

Community Vision 
Manningham is a peaceful, inclusive and safe community. 
We celebrate life with its diverse culture, wildlife and natural 
environment. 
We are resilient and value sustainable and healthy living, a 
sense of belonging, and respect for one another. 

Recommendations to Council 
1. Plan for new developments responsibly. 

Maintain principles of protecting our environment, 
green and open space, environmentally sustainable 
(through use of materials) and maintaining a balance 
of city and country.

2. Provide ways for people to connect: 
• inter and intra-generational connections, in the 

physical/built environment and online, deliver 
events, festivals, markets and activities, 

• provide infrastructure (paths, trails, street furniture), 
• accessible transport options.

3. Communications, marketing, and advertising to support 
awareness of initiatives/services/activities/programs 
(particularly local) to connect our community, and on 
the environment.

4. Plan for equitable and accessible services and
infrastructure for prominent issues (such as mental 
health and social isolation): 
• Council to consider the specific identified needs 

of ALL our community including young people, 
older people, culturally and linguistically diverse, 
people with a disability and those not engaged in 
community, 

• Decision making on evidence-based data on 
population growth, trends, and community input. 

5. Consider core principles of biodiversity and protecting
wildlife in all that we do. 

6. Partner, support, develop relationships with library,
community groups, neighbourhood houses, volunteering 
groups to deliver on outcomes.

7. Educational and awareness programs/workshops/
classes (including environment, mental health, family 
violence, for our CALD community, skills sharing) to 
support a connected and healthy community and waste 
management, compost, climate changes and biodiversity. 

8. Celebrate and promote our arts and culture to support 
a healthy community and local economy. 

9. Expand or better utilise our current facilities (e.g. 
stadiums) or spaces (e.g. reserves), or develop new 
facilities.
These facilities to become community hubs, with 
activities and events for all. 

10. Advocate to government and business on environmental 
issues. 

11. Support local businesses (where they demonstrate 
alignment with our community values, provide services to 
the community, or are partnering with local community 
organisations and services).

12. Council to measure and demonstrate success of its
services, and achievement of social, environmental and 
economic outcomes against community need.
Set targets and report back on environmental progress. 

Council will provide a formal response to the document at 
the April Ordinary Council Meeting.

Manningham Community 
Panel provides vision

Members of the Community Panel presents recommendations to Council
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Eltham roundabout update
BY DOUG SEYMOUR
A GROUP of outraged Eltham residents are continuing their 
campaign to get Major Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV) to 
pause construction work on the proposed “upgrade of the 
Fitzsimons Lane roundabout”.
The approaches to this roundabout are the northern 
gateway to the areas bushland landscape character, which 
they are calling on to be conserved.
The objectors to the project say the scale of this upgrade is 
totally unnecessary.
Bulletin readers will have read about project workers 
cutting down and chipping all trees on the roundabouts on 
February 15, 2021, during a COVID lockdown.
Eltham locals Vicky Shukuroglou and Nicole Johnstone 
became so disturbed at the pattern of refusal of access 
to information and poor community consultation they 
decided to call a meeting at the Eltham Golf Club on March 
31.
They said the community was being systematically 
manipulated by MRPV through the implementation of a 
mis-directed corporate stakeholder management strategy 
and wished to canvas and respond to these concerns.
The March issue of Warrandyte Diary reported about the 
claims of deficit in consultation, the overkill scale of the 
design, inaccuracies in the traffic modelling figures and 
the dismissive response to an expertly prepared alternative, 
lower impact design submitted by Eltham Community 
Action Group.

Protest action continues
Those attending the March meeting were treated to 
presentations by three engineering experts on the 
alternative plan and on traffic modelling together with 
a paper on the legal issues surrounding the process and 
interaction with MRPV.
Speakers told the meeting “this is not a normal road 
upgrade”, as its inclusion within the scope of the greater 
North East Link Project means that the Fitzsimons Lane 
Upgrade falls within the grand scale thinking, funding and 
legal Great Wall boundary of the Major Transport Projects 
Facilitation Act 2009.
The Fitzsimons Lane Bridge is the next upstream Yarra River 
crossing to the Bansksia Street Bridge, and therefore to the 
North East Link, hence why they consider Fitzsimons Lane 
should be “fixed” too.

In a paper, Interpreting the Fitzsimons Lane Traffic Forecasts, 
presented to the March meeting, Civil Engineer Denis 
Johnston contends the MRPV traffic forecasts do not justify 
the upgrade.
The report discusses:

• MRPV assumed a traffic volume growth rate of more 
than three times the average growth rate forecast in 
the NE Link modelling.

• MRPV officers said they did not account for the traffic 
relief of the NE Link opening in 2027 — when asked 
why, officers said ‘the business case people said not 
to’.

• MRPV did not account for the reduction in traffic 
flows on Fitzsimons Lane that will occur when the NE 
Link opens in 2027 (approximately 25 per cent in peak 
periods according to the NE Link modelling).

After 2027, the reduced traffic flows can be handled 
efficiently by the existing roundabout.
The alternative design which is kinder to the environment, 
does not include a retaining wall up to five metres in height, 
is safer for cyclists and would be a cheaper and better 
solution.

Further action
The wrap up message from the meeting was to renew 
community protests to call for better conversations and 
transparent governance, as the refusal by authorities and 
Government to seriously listen to the community justifies 
a “Call for a Pause”.
A revamped website now provides further details 
a n d  c o n t a c t  l i s t  f o r  p r o t e s t  s u b m i s s i o n s : 
www.elthamroundabout.wixsite.com/my-site.

Fact sheets
Meanwhile, MRPV has released a series of Fact Sheets 
outlining different aspects of the project.
A Fact Sheet on the design process has outlined the recent 
changes they have made to the project design during the 
course of 2021.
“Design refinements that have further reduced impacts to 
trees include:

• minimising the works and footprint of the 
intersections where possible

• project-wide design changes to avoid impacting 
underground services

• realignment of the Porter Street eastern section 
(saving over 10 trees including two river red gums and 
four sugar gums)

• maintaining the kerb line and minimising earthworks 
on the eastern side of Fitzsimons Lane at the main 
road intersection

• reduced retaining wall footprint at the Main/
Fitzsimons intersection.”

They have also released pamphlets on Environmental 
Impact, Dust, Noise, and Business Support during 
construction.
The documents can be found at roadprojects.vic.gov.au/
projects/fitzsimons-lane-upgrade/factsheets

Photo: VICKY SHUKUROGLOU
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Our public transport missing link
BY JAMES POYNER
WONGA PARK residents are once again calling for a 
bus service to connect Wonga Park to Warrandyte and 
Ringwood.
Currently, the town’s only public bus, the 672, runs from 
Wonga Park to Croydon and means residents need to transit 
via Croydon to get to the city.
A journey to Warrandyte involves catching three buses (or 
two buses and a train) and can, at best, take around an 
hour, but often more than two hours on public transport.
The same journey takes seven minutes in a car.
The Bulletin originally raised this issue in September 2020.
At the time, Wonga Park resident Tim Gladman outlined his 
journey on the Wonga Park Noticeboard Facebook page:
“I work in Warrandyte and I have to get the 672 Ventura 
bus from Wonga Park to Croydon then a Metro train from 
Croydon to Ringwood and then the 364 Transdev bus from 
Ringwood to Warrandyte — and it goes via Warranwood, 
Warrandyte South, and North Ringwood.
“Why would I need to catch two buses and a train if the place 
I need to get to is the next town over from where I live?” 
Warrandyte High School charters a bus for Wonga Park 
students, however it is only for school kids and runs twice 
per day, once each way.
Long-time Wonga Park resident Louise Callaghan said: 
“Years ago it was a huge breakthrough to get the school 
bus going.
“We were told there weren’t enough kids to justify it, let 
alone consider everyday traffic too.
“Not any more I think”.
Last year’s lockdowns highlighted Wonga Park’s lack of 
retail and public infrastructure.
Local resident Ian Dunn told the Warrandyte Diary the 
bus was needed particularly with Warrandyte being “the 
closest shops/cafes/skate park legally within our 5k limit”.
A Wonga Park to Warrandyte bus could also be used as part 
of a city commute.
Artie Van Hensbergen also commented that to travel from 
Wonga Park through Warrandyte to the city “would be a 
much better choice as it would also stop Wonga Parkians 
backtracking to Croydon to commute into town.”
Manningham Councillor for Yarra Ward, Carli Lange, 
spoke to the Bulletin about the lack of public bus services 
connecting students and residents in the Yarra Ward 
townships and broader transport network.
“Yarra Ward residents are forced to drive their secondary 
students to their only local public high school in Yarra Ward.
“Why?
“There is no public bus route that connects our Yarra Ward 
suburbs (Warrandyte, Wonga Park, Park Orchards) to their 
local and only public secondary school in their ward.
“Our public bus system taking residents from Warrandyte 
to Ringwood via Warranwood but Wonga Park is totally 
neglected.
“Our public bus route, heading into the city, takes residents 
to Warrandyte High school but doesn’t have convenient 
or accessible bus stop locations in Wonga Park or Park 
Orchards for this service.

Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith has engaged with the 
Wonga Park community on this issue.
“Wonga Park seems to be missing out when it comes to 
public transport options, with many people of the view 
that the State Government has not invested enough in 
local services.
“With residents telling me they want buses which go to 
Ringwood and Warrandyte, it’s a major oversight that the 
one service through Wonga Park goes to neither.”
Mr Smith is currently conducting a survey and is seeking 
more community feedback on this issue, his survey can be 
found at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/FPMFXCQ.
Manningham Council last conducted a survey of local 
public transport in 2017 and found there was increasing 
patronage of all of the DART (Doncaster Area Rapid Transit) 
services.
The report agreed that “east Manningham” was poorly 
serviced by public transport.

“There is a significant contrast between east and west 
Manningham (divided by the Mullum Mullum Creek 
corridor), in relation to the extent and frequency of the 
bus network.
The bus services in the eastern portion of Manningham in 
Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park and Donvale are 
often sparse and infrequent when compared to the more 
urbanised areas in the west (Bulleen, Doncaster areas and 
Templestowe areas).

A 2017 recommendation was made for PTV to investigate 
an on-demand bus service, which could be similar to the 
Telebus service that runs in Yarra Ranges, although there 
has been no announcement regarding anything being 
implemented in Manningham.
The Bulletin contacted the Department of Transport for 
comment.
“We welcome the community’s feedback about ways 
to improve transport connections in their area, and we 
encourage them to contact the Department of Transport to 
discuss how we can help deliver local transport solutions 
to suit their communtiy,” a government spokesperson said.
With the recent announcement that Bulleen Park and 
Ride has been fast-tracked to open in late 2022, prior to 
the temporary closure and upgrade of Doncaster Park 
and Ride, small steps being made on Doncaster Rail, 
and the controversial Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade which is 
threating local amenity and Eltham’s identity, large scale 
infrastructure projects are having a significant impact on 
Manningham transport network.
Surely a bus service connecting Yarra Ward to the broader 
transport network is not a big ask.

Ryan Smith and Carli Lange investigate 
public transport options for Wonga Park



Planning and Environment Act 1987
NILLUMBIK PLANNING SCHEME
Notice of the preparation of an amendment 
Amendment C131
The Nillumbik Shire Council has prepared Amendment C131 to the Nillumbik Planning Scheme.

The Amendment applies to land within the Green Wedge Zone and Rural Conservation Zone (Schedules 1 – 5).

The Amendment proposes to amend the schedule to the Green Wedge Zone and schedules 1 to 5 of the Rural 
Conservation Zone to require a permit trigger for earthworks which involve the receipt, importation, stockpiling 
or placement of more than 100 cubic metres of fi ll on land within those specifi ed zones.

Specifi cally, the request:
• Amends the Schedule to Clause 35.04 (Green Wedge Zone), and schedules 1-5 of Clause 35.06 

(Rural Conservation Zone).
You may inspect the amendment, any documents that support the amendment and the explanatory report 
about the amendment, free of charge, at:
• the Nillumbik Shire Council website at https://participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/; and/or
• during offi ce hours, at the offi ce of the planning authority, Nillumbik Shire Council, Civic Drive, 

Greensborough VIC 3088; and
• at the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning website 

www.delwp.vic.gov.au/public-inspection.
Any person who may be affected by the amendment may make a submission to the planning authority about the 
amendment. Submissions must be made in writing giving the submitter’s name and contact address, clearly 
stating the grounds on which the amendment is supported or opposed and indicating what changes (if any) the 
submitter wishes to make.
Name and contact details of submitters are required for council to consider submissions and to notify such 
persons of the opportunity to attend council meetings and any public hearing held to consider submissions.
The closing date for submissions is 3 June 2021. A submission must be sent to:
Rosa Zouzoulas
Executive Manager Planning and Community Safety
Nillumbik Shire Council
Civic Drive (PO Box 476)
Greensborough VIC 3088
Alternatively, a submission can be sent electronically via email to strategic.planning@nillumbik.vic.gov.au
A copy of every submission, redacted to remove each submitter’s personal information, will be available at 
Council’s Participate Nillumbik website (https://participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/) for any person to inspect free of 
charge for two months after the amendment comes into operation or lapses.
The planning authority must make a copy of every submission available at its offi ce and/or on its website for 
any person to inspect free of charge for two months after the amendment comes into operation or lapses.
The full content of a personal submission including any name/s is a public record and may be made available 
for public inspection and included in Council business papers. Contact information will be redacted. Names 
will not be redacted unless anonymity is expressly requested and confi dentiality granted to a submission. The 
full content of a submission made on behalf of an organisation in relation the amendment, including the name 
of the organisation is a public record and may be made available for public inspection and included in Council 
business papers. Not providing the mandatory information will mean that your submission cannot be accepted. 
You have the right to access and correct your personal information. Enquiries for access should be made to the 
Privacy Offi cer 9433 3271, privacy@nillumbik.vic.gov.au or PO Box 476, Greensborough Vic 3088.
Yours sincerely
Rosa Zouzoulas
Executive Manager Planning and Community Safety
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Macedon Square proposal 
rejected by local traders

BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
THE PROPOSED Macedon Square Streetscape Upgrade 
has remained a point of controversy in the Manningham 
community for a number of months — for traders and 
residents the fight is not over.
The Bulletin covered the proposed upgrade in the March 
edition, detailing the two proposed designs.
But, talks between traders, residents, and Council continue 
past the initial April 8, 2021 consultation closure date.
In August 2020, Manningham Council released two concept 
designs — Option A and Option B — for the community to 
comment on.
A group of traders and residents, who were unhappy with 
the proposed options have put forward a third concept, 
Option C.
Gary Cyganek, President of Macedon Square traders and 
owner of Egon’s Bakery, has been a passionate advocate for 
traders and residents in the centre and spoke to the Bulletin 
about the proposed third option.
“When we put up our Option C, which involves just a basic 
overhaul of the centre, we had 95 per cent of traders support.
“We want to fix up the paving and use a material that is 
durable, address issues with trees in the centre and to use 
the open space we have on the curb spaces to create new 
seating areas.
“We had 318 signatures from residents stating they did not 
want an open space or have the roads be reconfigured,” Mr 
Cyganek tells the Bulletin.
The matter was once again brought to forefront in the March 
23, 2021 Manningham Council meeting.
Mr Cyganek took the floor for public question time.
“It’s a flawed plan from a safety and functionality perspective 
that will have a negative impact on retail — injury and loss 
of business will be on you guys,” says Mr Cyganek.
Mr Cyganek expressed concerns regarding poor survey 
layout, stating that respondents were prompted to select 
either Option A or Option B to be able to submit their 
feedback regarding the matter — even if participants were 
not in favour of either option.
“This means that the officers use of this data at the councils 
December 15, 2020 meeting is misleading, will you 
investigate this further?” asks Mr Cyganek.
Angelo Kourambas, Director of City Planning took to the 
floor to address Mr Cyganek’s queries. 
Mr Kourambas noted that although the survey prompted 
a response for either Option A or Option B, the survey 
did invite additional comments, in which 13 per cent of 
participants noted they did not express support for either 
option.
“As an officer, I do not believe the process was misleading 
— however, I have noted your feedback,” he said.
The Bulletin reached out to both Mr Cyganek and 
Manningham Council for further comment.

Mr Kourambas told the Bulletin: “We understand from the 
comments received that there are instances where no clear 
preference for either of the proposed options and this will 
be considered as the feedback is analysed”.
“Based on the current designs that have been put out there 
for feedback; the maximum number of spaces to be reduced 
is only six and we think we could probably bring that down 
further.
“By doing that we are hoping to accommodate a number 
of improvements that will make the centre more attractive 
and functional in the long run.
“All options are on the table, Council has not made a 
decision,” he said.
Mr Cyganek told the Bulletin about local business concerns 
around the loss of parking in the proposed designs.
“Are you aware that after the 96/97 upgrade Macedon 
Square lost car spaces that we had purchased in the late 60s 
and early 70s and this streetscape upgrade will shed 6 – 8 
more spaces, do you think this is how you should support 
small businesses?”
A 2017 independent traffic and car park study revealed that 
the perception of low parking availability within Macedon 
Square is a factor of uneven parking distribution, citing 
there are underutilised parking areas scattered throughout 
the centre — including off street parking and the ALDI 
basement carpark.
Traders said they feel the data collected from this study 
does not accurately reflect the centre during peak shopping 
times, also does not provide a sound solution to parking 
pains experienced by traders and shoppers.
“The shopping centre is falling down on those days 
[weekends] because we have a lot of café patrons in here, 
enormously busy fruit shops — not everybody wants to walk 
underground for parking.” 
Traders and residents have also expressed fears regarding 
the proposed narrowing of the roadway — citing concerns 
of potential accidents, loss of parking spaces and difficulties 
in accessing conjoining roads for residents.
“We will not accept narrowing of the road.
“We will not accept anything we don’t like,” says Mr 
Cyganek.
Council is also aware of community concern around 
proposed road narrowing.
“We understand there are some concerns on the narrowing 
Macedon Road within the centre and will be looking at 
options to enhance this design following community 
feedback.
“Council officers will also engage directly with individual 
traders to further understand their requirements for parking 
and loading facilities, goods deliveries and on any specific 
customer needs,” said Mr Kourambas.
The Bulletin understands Council is currently revising 
the concepts and is looking to engage further with the 
community on this project.
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First Nillumbik Youth Council

NILLUMBIK’S YOUTH have a new voice with the 
appointment of the inaugural Nillumbik Youth Council 
which met for the first time during April.
The 15 members of the Youth Council are Taj Andreetta, 
Joseph Bowman, Cavan Cartwright, Bailey Cumming, 
Orianna Edmonds, Kirra Imbriano, Imogen Jaques, Brianne 
Keogh, Maali Kerta-Rice, Maverick Knight, Jack Linehan, 
Katie O’Brien, Indiana Sandwell, Fieke van der Kamp, and 
Lachlan Wadsworth. 
Fieke van der Kamp has been elected the first Youth Mayor 
and Jack Linehan the first Youth Deputy Mayor. 
Aged 15 to 25 years, the Youth Councillors are passionate 
about their community and will represent the views, ideas 
and needs of young people. 
Youth Mayor Fieke van der Kamp said she wanted to make 
a difference in the community and the new Youth Council 
would help achieve lasting positive change. 
“I’m passionate about the environment and reversing 
climate change, and also about allowing others to find, do 
and have access to whatever they are passionate about, 
whether it be art, music, drama, sport or nature,” she said. 
“The most beautiful things happen when people do what 
they are passionate about.” 
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins congratulated the inaugural 
members on their appointment. 

“I’m really pleased we now a Youth Council which will 
advocate on behalf of the young people of Nillumbik,” Cr 
Perkins said. 
“I look forward to working with you all and hearing your 
ideas on how we can best support our youth.” 
Cr Ben Ramcharan, who is the Councillor representative 
on the committee, said he was excited to appoint a Youth 
Council. 
“I’m 25 years old, I was 24 when elected — as a young 
person, I know that young people today have a lot to worry 
about from rising house prices to the issue of climate 
change,” Cr Ramcharan said. 
“It’s critical we listen to young people and give them a voice. 
“I would like to thank everyone who nominated, we could 
only accept 15, but the unsuccessful applicants will have 
other opportunities to be involved with Council.” 
Over the next 12 months, the Youth Council will be meeting 
fortnightly and working collaboratively to design and 
implement a youth engagement process that will seek to 
understand key issues and opportunities for young people 
in Nillumbik. 
They will then take the key findings from that engagement 
process and co-develop a Youth Strategy that identifies key 
priority areas for youth in Nillumbik.

Members of Nillumbik Youth Council with Cr Ben Ramcharan (centre) and Acting Chief Executive Officer Vince Lombardi (top right)
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 Standing in remembrance

Doncaster RSL memorial featured crosses representing those who made the ultimate sacrifice

ANZAC DAY services were held across the country, and 
after missing the camaraderie during last year’s lockdown, 
this year people were eager to gather together to remember 
our fallen heroes.
Across Manningham and Nillumbik moving services were 
held during Anzac morning.
Well-attended dawn services in Eltham and Doncaster 

preceded a mid-morning service in Templestowe, along 
with marches and commemorations in Warrandyte, and 
Montmorency, where moving tributes to veterans old and 
young were held.
The new tradition of remembrance at home saw people 
light up the dawn in their driveways, with livestreams from 
national and local services allowing connection from afar.

March along Yarra Street, Warrandyte

Photo BILL MCAULEY

Photo SANDI MILLER
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Soldier from Army School of Signals 

stands guard during Eltham Dawn Service A large crowd attended Eltham’s Dawn Service

A large crowd attended Eltham’s Dawn Service

Piper David Cretney Youngsters pay their respects

Photos SANDI MILLER

Naval contingent at Eltham Dawn Service
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Wreath laying during the Eltham Dawn Service

Flag Raising

A large crowd attended Eltham’s Dawn Service

Andrew Hall, Senior Vice President Montmorency RSL 

gives the Eltham Dawn Service Address

A large crowd attended Eltham’s Dawn Service

Youngsters pay their respects
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One of many streets in Manningham to lightupthedawn

Photo: NICOLE GANGELL

David Ryan, President, Warrandyte RSL Wreath laying at Warrandyte RSL

Doncaster RSL prepares for the Dawn Service

Warrandyte Commemorative Service
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The beating art of Nillumbik
THE ARTS HAVE long formed part of the heart and soul of 
the Shire of Nillumbik.
Nillumbik Shire Council is embarking on the development 
of a new Arts and Culture Strategy and is seeking input from 
the community. 
Artbeat — a pulse check for Arts and Culture in Nillumbik 
— provides a number of ways for everyone who lives, works 
and plays in the Shire to share their thoughts about arts, 
culture and creativity. 
How to get involved: 
Complete an online survey at participate.nillumbik.vic.
gov.au/arts-culture.
Everyone who completes the survey goes in the draw to win 
tickets to Montsalvat or one of three $100 prepaid credit 
cards.
Survey closes June 30, 2021. 
Enjoy a series of pop-up street performances including stilt 
walkers, living statues, dancers and even performing garden 
gnomes and zebras across the Shire until the end of May.
Council staff will be on hand to speak with community 
members about arts and culture. 
Join a focus group session in June with live entertainment 
and free coffee and tea.
Bookings essential at participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
You can email our Arts and Cultural Development Team 
directly or book in a conversation to discuss your thoughts 
and ideas at artsinfo@nillumbik.vic.gov.au.
Nillumbik Mayor Peter Perkins said arts and culture had a 
long and strong history in the Shire. 
“Whether it’s visual art, music, theatre and performance, 
literature, our creative industries or local heritage — they 
all play an important role in improving everyday life here 
in Nillumbik,” Cr Perkins said. 
“This strategy will guide the sector in our Shire over the 
next four years.
“Being the first post-COVID arts and culture strategy, the 
timing will also allow us to identify ways to better support 
our creative communities.” 
Cr Geoff Paine, who is chair of Nillumbik’s Arts Advisory 
Committee, said there were plenty of fun ways to get 
involved. 
“It doesn’t matter if you’re a professional artist, or just 
someone who likes to go to gigs or see the occasional 
exhibition, we’re keen to hear from you,” Cr Paine said. 
“We’d love to hear about any big ideas people have for how 
arts and culture in Nillumbik can be made even better.” 
For more information go to:
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/arts-culture.

Pop up performances 
Saturday, May 1: Research and Eltham 
Fantastic Flamingo from New Heights Circus will be 
showing off their very best disco moves at the Research 
Shopping Precinct, 10am–11am and the Eltham Leisure 
Centre, 11:30am–12:30pm. 
Sunday, May 2, Hurstbridge 
Angelic, the Living Statue from Kinetic Theatre, will be 
spreading her glittering wings at the Hurstbridge Farmers’ 
Market from 9am–9:40am, then around Hurstbridge from 
10:15am–10:50am and 11:30am–12:10pm. 

Saturday, May 8: Eltham North 
Perky and Fiddle, two garden gnomes will bring their big 
adventure to the Edendale Community Environment Farm 
from 11am–11:30am and 12pm–12:30pm before moving on 
for more fun at the Eltham North Adventure Playground 
from 1:30pm–2pm.
Sunday, May 9: Eltham 
A very naughty artist is on the loose with his crayons 
and paint, but fear not the police are on the job — join 
Stiltwalkers Australia for this roving performance at Eltham 
Farmers’ Market 8:45am–9:25am before they move on to 
Eltham Lower Park from 10:30am–11:10am. 
Saturday, May 15: Diamond Creek 
The very naughty artist is back on the loose with the police 
from Stiltwalkers Australia on his tail along the Diamond 
Creek Parkrun and Diamond Creek Trail, 9am–9:40am 
before moving through Diamond Creek until 10:50am. 
Watch out! 
Saturday, May 22: St Andrews 
High fashion with a beastly twist, the African Savannah 
collides with Coco Chanel, these zebras might be out of 
their natural environment, but they certainly know how to 
strut their stuff.
See them perform at the St Andrews Market and around 
town, 10am–10:40am, 11:15am–11:55am and 12:30pm–
1:10pm. 
Sunday, May 23: Eltham 
The high-fashion zebras are back to parade through the 
Eltham Farmers’ Market, 8:45am-9:25am before trotting 
off to Eltham Town and the shopping precinct 9:55am-
10:35am, and then getting a taste of farm life at Edendale 
Community Environment Farm 11:15am–11:55am. 
Wednesday, May 26: Yarrambat and Arthurs Creek 
Keep an eye out for the Fantastic Flamingo from New 
Heights Circus, who will be bringing their best disco moves 
to Yarrambat.
Locations and times TBC before dancing up a storm in 
Arthurs Creek at 3:10pm. 
Saturday, May 29: Eltham and mystery location 
Full of fruity fun, Tina Colada from New Heights Circus will 
bring the tropics to the Eltham Leisure Centre from 11am to 
12pm before taking her sunny vibes to a mystery location 
from 12:30pm–1:30pm — stay tuned! 

Focus Group Sessions 
Nillumbik Council will also host a series of focus groups — 
preceded by an arts performance, throughout June.
See the website for more details.



Bulk Billing GPs
MEET OUR new

We are open!

“Long term, reliable GPs you can trust”

Dr Gareth Cooze

Dr Rainbow Fung

Dr Marice Villasenor

� Book online www.warrandytemc.com.au

� 2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Phone � 8844 0188

Joining 
soon

walk in patients
welcome
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Getting to grips with graphic novels

BY MEERA GOVIL 
THIS MONTH, ELTHAMbookshop delve deep into the 
fascinating world of the graphic novel.
Not to be confused with the comic, graphic novels span 
many genres and often contain complex narratives with a 
story arc which usually takes place over one or two books, 
instead of a long-run serialisation.
Stories can be challenging, funny or fantastical.
Today, we look at a selection of Australian titles as well as 
some classics.

An Anzac Tale by Ruth Starke 
and Greg Holfeld

Friends Roy Martin and Wally 
Cardwell enlist in WWI thinking 
it would be an adventure, it soon 
turns into disaster.
The day after the landing at Anzac 
Cove on 25 April 1915, more than 
2,000 of their fellow Anzacs are 
dead.
As the campaign drags on, life 
for Wally and Roy and their new 
friend, Tom, becomes a battle 
of endurance against a plucky 

enemy, a hostile landscape, flies, fleas, cold and disease.
The story of the ANZAC campaign, including the Battle 
of Lone Pine, is interspersed with scenes of Australians at 
home to show the shift from popular support of the Empire 
at the start of the war to profound disillusionment as the 
casualties begin to mount.
A brilliantly extraordinary and original work for middle 
grade readers.

The Adventures of Anders by 
Gregory Mackay

Anders is an Australian graphic 
novel with lots of adventures that 
most people will enjoy.
The characters are Anders, Eden, 
Veronica and Bernie, all different 
animals with pet beetles.
They find friends along the way 
on all of their adventures.
In one of the books, titled Anders 
and the Comet, they make a 
cubby house in the woods.

While they are there, they hear a noise outside and go to 
investigate.
They come across a robot called Dr Larsen in a flying 
vehicle called the Gyrocopter, which is a vehicle that is 
half helicopter, half plane.
They then go and check out Dr Larsen’s laboratory and 
there they find Anders’ dad.
Anders discovers a new comet and calls it “the asteroid”.

The Salty River by Jan Bauer
Translated from its original 
German, this autobiographical 
account follows the author’s 
journey along the length of the 
Larapinta trail, in Australia, 
and his love affair with a young 
French hiker that he meets 
during his journey.
This story tells the exciting 
and moving journey of two 
wanderers throughout the 
Australian desert.

The Adventures of Tintin 
by Herge

Tintin is a graphic novel 
with lots of fun adventures.
Tintin is a Belgian journalist 
that always gets himself into 
trouble, but always gets out 
of the problem in the end.
He has a dog called Snowy 
that always gets the bad guys 
if Tintin is stuck.
The reviewer really enjoyed 
The Blue Lotus:
“There is a man called 
Mitsuhirato that blows up 

the train tracks saying that a group of bandits did it.
“As Tintin gets kidnapped, Mitsuhirato’s servant gives 
Mitsuhirato fake madness poison.
Tintin then pretends to go mad.”

Asterix by R. Goscinny 
and A. Underzo

Asterix is a graphic novel 
that is fun and enjoyable.
Asterix, one of the main 
characters, is a hero as he 
always makes the problems 
he faces better, (but also 
sometimes makes them 
worse).
His friend, Obelix is a large 
man with a white dog called 
Dogmatix.
When Obelix was a baby, he 
fell into a magic potion and 

has had magic powers ever since.
In Asterix in Britain, Romans are attacking a village in 
Britain, and Asterix and Obelix try their best to save them.
The Romans hate Gauls and do everything they can to 
stop them. In the end, Obelix saves the day with his magic 
powers, and that’s how tea got discovered.

All these books are available from ELTHAMbookshop, 
970 Main Road, Eltham.

BOOK NOOK
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Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.

CR PETER PERKINS
A KEY PRIORITY of Council is 
to engage with all areas of our 
community, so it was great to welcome our new Nillumbik 
Youth Council earlier this month.
At this inaugural meeting, the 15 Youth Council members 
elected our first Youth Mayor, Fieke van der Kamp, and 
Deputy Mayor, Jack Linehan.
I congratulate them both and look forward to working 
with the Youth Council to help ensure that the voices of 
our future are heard.
The Youth Council will now get to work on developing 
Nillumbik’s first youth-led Youth Strategy and Action Plan. 
In relation to our community having its say, I would like 
to thank everyone who took part in the Our People, Our 
Place, Our Future survey. 
We will take on board your feedback to help develop 
several key strategic documents in the coming months 
including the Council Plan, Municipal Public Health and 
Wellbeing Plan, and the Municipal Planning Strategy.
We look forward to sharing these with you for further 
comment before adoption.
Another key document in preparation is the Arts and 
Culture Strategy.
The arts are an intrinsic part of life in Nillumbik and we’re 
keen to hear your thoughts via our Artbeat pulse check 
on Arts and Culture in Nillumbik.
This survey is now open on our community engagement 
website Participate Nillumbik until the end of June, but 
there are other ways to get involved including pop-up 
performance sessions and focus groups.
You can find out more at:
www.participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/arts-culture.

Council and the Nillumbik community have been 
grappling with the issue of the dumping of clean fill in 
our Green Wedge areas for some time now.
At Council’s request, Victorian Planning Minister Richard 
Wynne authorised the preparation of Amendment C131, 
which, if approved, will require a permit for earthworks 
involving the receipt, importation and stockpiling of more 
than 100 cubic metres of fill in the Green Wedge and Rural 
Conservation Zones of the Shire.
This won’t affect normal farming practices, but will 
give Council greater powers to regulate large-scale soil 
dumping in our beloved Green Wedge.
This amendment be on public exhibition until June 3 at 
www.participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/C131.
If you would like to make a submission, you can do so via 
Participate Nillumbik.
As we continue our COVID-Normal journey, it’s been 
great to get out and about to different events.
This Anzac Day it was an honour to attend the 
Montmorency Eltham RSL dawn service in Eltham 
followed by the Diamond Creek RSL morning service.
Lest we forget.

MAYORAL REPORT

Karolina Larvey Artscape
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Term 2
Short Courses for 

Employment and Study 

Intro to Medical Terminology - Online 

starting 28 April, Wednesdays, 6.30-9.00 pm,
8 weeks

Business Admin Skills 

starting 11 May, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Fridays, 9 weeks

Skills for Work and Study – Early Childhood 

starting 27 April, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
8 weeks

www.pineslearning.com.au

ACFE funded courses - eligibility criteria applies

Visit our website or give us a call 
on 9842 6726 for further information

CR ANDREW CONLON
I HOPE THIS message finds 
you well.
The winter months will soon 
be upon us and many will be taking steps to keep warm 
and cosy, including switching on their heating systems.
As you’re doing this, I’d like residents take a minute 
to consider a few statistics which impact our delicate 
climate and your bank balance.
There are more than 40,000 households across 
Manningham and each household approximately emits 
seven tonnes of Green House Gas (GHG).
It is estimated that 40 per cent of household emissions 
are linked to heating and cooling homes.
Dialling down your heater a degree or two in winter 
can reduce your emissions and energy bills anywhere 
between five to 10 per cent.
If all we all turned down our heaters just a bit, we could 
reduce GHG by approximately 6,000 tonnes this winter 
alone.
So I encourage everyone to wear warmer clothes indoors, 
set your heater to 19 degrees Celsius or less and turn it 
off when you are not home and when you are sleeping.
Let’s work together to reduce our city’s GHG emissions.
In other news, many of you may be aware Manningham’s 
Garden Waste Centre has been closed indefinitely due to 
advice that it is no longer in a suitable condition to reopen 
under current regulatory operational requirements.
But the good news for residents in bushfire prone areas 
is, Burning Off Permits can now be applied for to help 
reduce the vegetation around your home.
The best way to manage the fuel load and dead vegetation 
is to do so all year round.
We can also supply an extra green waste bin to your 
property.
Recently at a Special Council Meeting I was very 
pleased to officially receive the Community Vision and 
recommendations from our new community panel.
The community panel made up of members from 
across Manningham represent a cross-section of our 
community.
Their recommendations given to Council will play a 
crucial role shaping our Council Plan, Community 
Vision, Asset Plan, and Financial Plan.
I look forward to the Council providing a formal response 
to the community panel at the next Council Meeting on 
Tuesday, April 26.
Fostering respect and understanding of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander cultures, histories, knowledge 
and rights throughout Council and the municipality is 
a critical role that we can undertake.
That is why we are currently in the process of developing 
a Manningham Reconciliation Action Plan 2021–2023.
Guided by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives, in particular the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung 
people who are the Traditional Custodians of the land 
and waterways we know as Manningham, our plan 
will focus on developing and nurturing meaningful 
relationships and opportunities built on respect between 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community, 
Council, and the wider community.
Finally, as we approach the end of the financial year it 
means it’s time to look at our financial sustainability for 
the next financial year.
Your Council is now working together to deliver a budget 
that meets community expectations while being mindful 
of challenging impacts such as the pandemic.
I look forward to providing updates and opportunities 
for engagement over the next few months as we work to 
create the 2021/22 budget.
All my best.

MAYORAL REPORT
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Pillars of Déplacement
BY SANDI MILLER
A CONFRONTING and moving exhibition is currently on 
display at Manningham Art Gallery.
The central piece of the exhibition, Chandelier, is a literal 
pillar, constructed of hundreds of child-sized life jackets, 
representing the hundreds of young people crossing the 
Mediterranean fleeing conflict in Syria.
The exhibition is described as:

This exhibition traces artist Paul Handley’s journey through 
the migrant settlement camps of Europe to the island shores 
of Lesbos in 2016 and 2019, during a period of social and 
political flux for the region. 
Geopolitical tensions and conflict at this time in countries 
including Syria and Afghanistan led to the displacement 
of thousands of people who were forced to seek refuge in 
foreign lands.
Despite it being a fundamental human right to seek asylum, 
this flow of refugees destabilised social fabrics across 
multiple communities and led to a wave of resistance from 
governments and local communities in the areas where the 
refugees sought asylum.
This exhibition represents the artist’s firsthand experience 
of this tension through a collection of documentary images, 
objects and artworks that stand as symbols of hope, such 
as his sculptures inspired by the life-jacket graveyards of 
Lesbos. 
The exhibition acts as an artistic shrine to all the displaced 
and lost across the globe and throughout history, spurring 
reflection on migration and people movement and the 
ramifications it has on communities and countries.

It is stunning in the way the artist captures the sheer scale 
of the human catastrophe using images of the detritus left 
behind as a wave of humanity fled war.
The viewer is left to realise that the families taking young 
children on such a perilous journey had this as their best 
and only hope of survival.

As privileged citizens of the first world, it is an uncomfortable 
truth that the artist has uncovered, but a truth we all need 
to comprehend as citizens of the world.
The exhibition is at the Manningham Art Gallery, MC2, 
Doncaster Road, Doncaster, until May 11.
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Commemorating Eltham150

ELTHAM DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The ELTHAM ROAD DISTRICT, which was created by a 
proclamation bearing date the twenty-fourth day of September 
1856, and was altered by another proclamation bearing date 
the twenty-seventh day of May 1861, and was divided into 
electoral subdivisions by an Order of the twenty-eighth day 
of December, shall be and is hereby constituted and shall be 
named the SHIRE OF ELTHAM.
[Source: Victorian Government Gazette, Thursday, April 6 1871]

WHEN THE SHIRE of Eltham was created in 1871 the 
population of Eltham township was 165 people and the 
municipality contained 2,550 residents.
A century later, in 1971, over 7,000 people lived in Eltham 
and the shire had over 23,000 residents. 
Across the 123 years the shire existed there were many 
changes, including the extension of train services from 
Heidelberg to Eltham in 1902, which helped influence the 
location of the expanded Eltham town centre. 
The number of residential and commercial buildings 
continued to increase, particularly in the main growth 
centres, resulting in the reduction of open space across the 
municipality. 
Unfortunately, many locally important historical buildings 
were lost during this time.
Throughout the early orcharding and grazing districts of the 
shire smaller settlements and local communities continued 
to evolve, including at Kangaroo Ground, Hurstbridge, 
Panton Hill, Smiths Gully and St Andrews.
From pioneer beginnings the shire developed into a thriving 
peri-urban municipality containing a mix of rural and 
metropolitan areas supporting nearly 50,000 residents in 
1994.
The origins of the Eltham Shire Council can be traced back 
to a volunteer road maintenance committee formed in 1853. 
In 1856 its functions were taken over by the Eltham District 
Road Board. 
In 1871 the Eltham Shire Council was formed. 
Its boundaries extended from Lower Plenty to beyond 
Healesville and it included a small area north of the Great 
Dividing Range at Kinglake. 
Over the years there were a number of significant reductions 
in its size. 
In 1912, part was transferred to the Shire of Healesville, 
then in 1958 an eastern section comprising Yarra Glen and 
parts of Christmas Hills, as well as Dixons Creek, also joined 
that shire. 
An area near Kinglake was transferred to the Shire of Yea 
in 1972.
The Road Board first met at the Fountain of Friendship 
Hotel, Eltham and after 1860 at the Eltham Courthouse 
where the Board office was also located.
From 1867 the office was located at the home of Board 
Secretary Charles Wingrove (Wingrove Cottage). 
He was Secretary for the Board and Council for nearly 50 
years.

Later, the council bought the former office of the Evelyn 
Observer at Kangaroo Ground.
This building burnt down in 1934 and the Council operated 
from temporary premises for some years.
In 1941 a new office and hall was opened at the corner of 
Main Road and Arthur Street Eltham. 
This served until 1965 when a much larger office was built 
on the former Shillinglaw land in Main Road. 
In celebration of the shire’s centenary in 1971, a number 
events were held including a Centenary Parade.
In addition to these celebrations, all rate payers were issued 
with a commemorative medallion.
In that same year, the shire offices were expanded adding 
a southern wing housing the Engineering and Planning 
Departments as well as a new Eltham Library.
On December 14, 1994 the Victorian Government brought 
most of its municipal restructuring program into effect. 
The result for our local area was that the Shire of Eltham 
as a geographical area and the Eltham Shire Council both 
ceased to exist.
At the same time the Shire of Nillumbik was created 
effective December 15, 1994, incorporating most of the 
former Shire of Eltham, but with some significant changes.
Areas from the Shires of Diamond Valley and Healesville 
and the City of Whittlesea were added at Eltham North, 
Diamond Creek, Greensborough, Hurstbridge, Plenty 
Yarrambat, Arthurs Creek, Strathewen and Christmas Hills. 
Notably Montmorency, Lower Plenty and Briar Hill were 
included in the City of Banyule (The Kinglake area had 
earlier been transferred to the Shire of Murrundindi).
Nillumbik Council moved to the former Diamond Valley 
office in Greensborough and the Eltham office was 
subsequently demolished in 1996.
The 1994 changes had implications for our Society. 
We changed from the Shire of Eltham Historical Society to 
the Eltham District Historical Society. 
This reflected the fact that there were a number of other 
historical societies within Nillumbik. 
However we retain a significant collection of Eltham Shire 
Council memorabilia as well as jointly manage the Shire of 
Eltham Pioneers Photograph collection with Yarra Plenty 
Regional Library.
As we commemorate the establishment of the Shire of 
Eltham 150 years ago, we remember and acknowledge 
those many people who have gone before us to develop the 
community we have today and in doing so they created and 
contributed significantly to our local history.

LOCAL HISTORY

Courtesy SLV
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What you need to know about 
the global chip shortage

BY ADAM GOUDGE
THE PANDEMIC has had a few surprising side effects, 
not the least of which it has lead to a global shortage of 
computer chips affecting a wide range of industries.
Computer chips are everywhere.
There are dozens in every car, helping regulate engine 
temperatures and stabilise suspension systems.
They manage water treatment plants, power lines and 
internet cables.
Almost any product that plugs into a wall now carries a tiny 
computer inside.
The modern world runs on them.
And now there are not enough of them.
How can a pandemic cause a computer chip shortage?
Last year we all thought the world’s economies would 
grind to a halt, here in Australia our Federal Government 
predicted this and introduced the JobKeeper scheme.
JobKeeper was wildly successful, it kept money in people’s 
pockets and kept our economy going.
It was so successful that people started going out and buying 
new toys, they bought new TVs, new cars, new mobile 
phones and everything in between, and all of these devices 
have dozens of computer chips in them.
In March 2020, Victorians were told that if we can work 
from home, we should work from home and we all listened, 
we left our offices in droves, we just about emptied the 
Melbourne CBD.
With so many people working from home, computer 
equipment sales went through the roof, stocks of new 
computers, monitors, printers and webcams were brought 
up putting further pressure on the global supply of the 
silicon chips that are at the heart of all these devices.
This happened not just in Victoria but in cities all over the 
world and it is still happening today.

Why don’t they just make more chips?
They are, but that’s only part of the story.
The manufacture of advanced silicone chips is not a simple 
task, it requires extraordinarily expensive manufacturing 
plants to make them and there are only a few hundred 
plants in the world, many of which can only make certain 
types of chips.
These plants are all running at 100 per cent capacity.
Some companies such as Intel have announced they are 
building more manufacturing plants or “fabs” as they are 
known.
But these fabs cost billions of dollars to build and often 
take several years before they are ready to start producing 
silicon chips.

Where does all this leave us?
Not in a good place I’m afraid.
If you want to buy a new car you might be facing a wait of 
six-plus months, new computers are becoming more and 
more difficult to source with delays of up to three months 
on some models.
Of course, with high demand comes higher prices, a car 
that you might have paid $70,000 for 12 months ago will 
cost you almost $100,000 today.
The same with computers, the same with mobile phones 
and everything else with a silicon chip in it.
There’s no happy ending here, electronic goods are going to 
remain in short supply for some time and the cost of those 
goods are increasing every day.
Sorry for the bad new folks.

ABOUT ADAM

Adam has lived in Warrandyte for 7 years and founded his 
company in 2005.
Australia Wide I.T. specialises in providing I.T. support and 
security services for businesses all over Australia.
For help and support phone 1300 350 509.
If you have an I.T. topic you’d like to learn more about let 
us know by emailing bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au
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Take to the virtual skies
BY SAM BROWN 
IT IS THE very epitome of sensory overload! 
Everything is happening too fast for my poor brain to keep 
up.
I panic, twist and turn in my seat — it’s hard just to keep 
my jet on an even keel.
Cockpit missile warning receiver screaming at me: ahead 
of me, somewhere in the huge bank of clouds, a hostile 
MIG-29 has me locked and is providing targeting guidance 
for an incoming missile.
But at 30,000 feet AGL, I’ve lost situational awareness — and 
that’s bad in aerial dogfighting.
Turning my head left and right, trying to spot the smoke 
trail of the incoming missile.
I throw my F-18 Hornet into a series of violent manoeuvres 
toward the ground in an effort to escape.
It’s all I can do not to slam into a nearby mountain range 
which looms out of the ground mist.
Something white flashes past me in my peripheral vision 
and the warning receiver returns to the more sedate 
chirping of an enemy radar back in search mode.
Phew!
I put the Hornet into a steep climb, configure it with a few 
buttons into air combat mode, and scan the on-board radar 
scope: it’s time to turn the tables and go MIG hunting!
I am flying the latest high-fidelity, study-level simulation 
from Russian developer, Eagle Dynamics — masters at 
creating deep PC air combat simulation so visceral you 
can literally be left sweating in your seat after a particularly 
intense engagement.
I’ve said this before, but these modules are not for the 
casual, faint of heart simmers.
You need a beast of a computer to run them properly and 
specialist simming equipment — like the head-tracking 
Track IR, throttle, joystick and rudder pedals — is almost 
mandatory.
They take hours of study and more inside the virtual cockpit 
to even have a moderate chance of surviving your first head 
to head merge.
But for those willing to invest the effort, it doesn’t get any 
better on PC.
Eagle Dynamics’ simulation of the US F-18 Hornet front-line 

multi-role fighter is the perfect justification of all that effort.
Gaining in scope and scale, it is still in early access — but 
rapidly approaching a state that rivals the depth, fidelity and 
complexity of the developer’s original flagship product, the 
A-10 C Warthog US ground attack aircraft module.
They recently released a massive update to their global 
simulation engine, Digital Combat Simulator (DCS) World 
2.7, introducing volumetric cloud scapes, numerous bug 
fixes and big updates to their signature platforms.
DCS F-18 Hornet is one of those products which has 
benefited massively from the 2.7 DCS World update.
New air and ground radar modes have been further fleshed 
out, changes made to performance models and there is 
more complexity to things like autopilot and air to ground 
missile modelling.
All these changes are aimed at one thing: to get the F-18 
Hornet module as close to unclassified reality as possible.
The fact that you now, more than ever, need to practice 
real world tactics to survive and thrive in this virtual world 
suggests they have succeeded.
Graphical improvements to the environment and F-18 skin 
make the experience of flying the aircraft truly beautiful — 
especially at dawn or sunset when the light refracts through 
towering thunderheads or scattered overcast.
But don’t become too fixated: those same clouds hide 
enemy planes or incoming missiles.
And there is the concomitant Supercarrier module, also 
benefiting from the latest updates, on which to operate the 
F-18 if your bent is toward the nautical.
Eagle Dynamics is known for its deep simulation of 
warplanes, particularly modern aircraft, and detailed 
theatres and environments in which to fly them.
It represents probably the apogee today of virtual military 
simulation — F-18 Hornet does not disappoint.

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall. 
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