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Eltham residents have come out of lockdown to discover that hundreds of trees that graced the Eltham Gateway roundabout 
have been removed. Under cover of COVID, Major Roads Projects Victoria (MRPV) moved in on February 15 to clearfell the 
intersection of Main Road and Fitzsimons Lane, and then removed the large Lemon Scented Gums from the Porter Street 
intersection on February 16. (Continues Page 3)       Photos: VICKY SHUKUROGLOU
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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary 
carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character 
of the place it serves. The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the 
communities of Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park 
Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, 
Research, Eltham, Donvale, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1,900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin are made by the community, for 
the community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, 
community groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make 
Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production 
costs and associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in 
the main publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.
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This project received grant funding from the Australian Government, 
through the Australian Communications and Media Authority, under 
the Regional and Small Publishers Innovation Fund.

Warrandyte Diary is a member publication 
of Community Newspaper Association of 
Victoria (CNAV). CNAV is the peak body 
for community, not-for-profit newspapers 
in Victoria.
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BY SANDI MILLER
Resident Vicky Shukuroglou described the scene as 
residents who had left their home for the four reasons and 
came across the Main Road demolition site. 
“People started pulling over and parking their cars and were 
in shock, complete shock,” she said. 

Consultation deficit
Community groups are outraged that there had not been 
extensive community consultation around the project, 
with many residents unaware of the impending works 
until Eltham Community Action Group placed red ribbons 
around the doomed trees in early 2020.
MRPV said they had 300 responses to their community 
consultation, but admitted to ECAG that less than 100 of 
them had come from Eltham residents.
In contrast ECAG had received over 3,000 signatures from 
locals on its petition.
ECAG have spent around two years negotiating with MRPV 
to compromise on the project to retain the treed gateway 
intersection.
Secretary of ECAG, Sue Dyet, said the group had first been 
made aware of the plans when they were told by local 
member Vicky Ward some months after the plans were put 
out for consultation.
“She showed us some plans and we went away looking at 
them and the enormity of the situation sunk in.”
The group managed to hold some meetings with MRPV 
but, Ms Dyet said the group feel they have been “managed”.
“They listened to us, they gave us time, but when we asked 
particular questions, and asked for information it was not 
always forthcoming,” she said.
Nillumbik Council passed a resolution in December 2020 
to request MRPV conduct further community consultation, 
but this did not occur.
Ms Shukuroglou had organised a protest rally for February 
13, which had to be cancelled due to the COVID lockdown.
However, the lockdown did not deter the construction 
workers who brought out the chainsaws, which was seen 
as a massive slap in the face to the community.
“Even it had been planned for six months, it was in bad 
taste,” said Ms Dyet.
Major Road Projects Victoria Program Director Dipal 
Sorathian defended the works occurring during lockdown. 
“This project is essential work, like many other projects that 
have commenced and continued through various stages of 
COVID-19 restrictions over the past year,” he said.

Overkill
The project will see the intersection widened substantially, 
with eight lanes (four lanes each way) on the Main Road, 
eight lanes on Lower Plenty Road and eleven lanes in total 
on Fitzsimons Lane.
Although Mayor of Nillumbik, Peter Perkins notes that this 
was reduced from the original plans.
“Council has advocated on behalf of the community since 
the announcement of this project.
“These efforts have helped to influence MRPV to revise 
its design, including the reduction of the proposed 

intersection from 11 to eight lanes, saving more than 200 
trees along the corridor.
“Fitzsimons Lane is a key gateway to the Shire and is of 
significant aesthetic, environmental and economic value 
to the community.
“Council supports the government’s efforts to minimise 
traffic congestion while at all times seeking to ensure that 
the community’s voice is heard and appropriately acted 
upon,” said Cr Perkins.
Ms Shukuroglou said that with the massive changes in the 
way people are working and moving around the city the 
plan should have been reconsidered.
She said the project also does not take the road use changes 
projected by the North East Link.
“MRPV made their case by using figures that were not 
really all that accurate, because their traffic modelling and 
numbers were based on 2027, and then 2028 is estimated 
for the NEL opening, which suggests traffic will drop by 
quite a large percentage.
“Then we also need to contemplate there is also a current 
ban on immigration and the trend of working from home, 
and that it most likely to be the thing that remains.
“Once the pandemic is abated, people will start getting back 
on the trains and will be working from home — these things 
have not been taken into account,” she said.

Alternatives ignored
Ms Shukuroglou  went on to say: “We realised as a bunch 
of volunteers on community planning issues we needed to 
get hold of some people who knew more about this game 
than we did.
“So we subsequently got three experts in the field, one 
a retired VicRoads person, one transport manager from 
AECOM in London, a huge international firm, and more 
recently someone who is an expert on roundabouts. 
Continues pages 8–9...

Price of progress (from page 1)
Photo: VICKY SHUKUROGLOU



Check out our FB to see what we are about.

If you’re interested, we would love to hear 
from you — employment@h2pro.com.au

WE ARE HIRING

We need a 4th year or fully 

qualified maintenance plumber 

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

4© Warrandyte Diary 2021 bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au4

BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
LAST YEAR, The Commonwealth Bank of Australia (CBA) 
made the decision to temporarily close their branch 
located in Macedon Square, Lower Templestowe to address 
growing COVID-19 related concerns.
In a letter addressed to Manningham Chief Executive 
Officer, Andrew Day on January 21, 2021, CBA stated they 
would not re-open the Lower Templestowe branch due to a 
shift in customer behaviours — citing that more customers 
have opted to do their banking online and over the phone.
On January 28, 2021, Councillor Stephen Mayne brought 
the motion to the monthly Manningham Council Meeting 
to undertake an advocacy campaign with the CBA to delay 
or reverse this decision.
Councillor Mayne felt strongly that the closure of the 
Lower Templestowe branch would be detrimental to 
the community space, considering Macedon Square is a 
bustling hub for Manningham residents.
Increasing concerns of potential loss of foot traffic in the 
centre grow, as the February closure date looms ahead.
“Bank branches drive visitation to local activity centres so 
it is important to fight to retain the last bank in any centre,” 
said Cr Mayne.
“Macedon Square is the number one community meeting 
place in the Ruffey Ward that we are considering spending 
two to three million dollars on improving in the period 
ahead.
“I am hoping our engagement will lead to a change in 
decision here.
“We are publicly signalling to the bank that we are 
disappointed with this decision,” Cr Mayne said at the 
January Ordinary Council Meeting.
The council resolved by majority vote to pass the motion.
The Bulletin contacted Councillor Mayne for further 
comments and updates regarding the motion.
As Councillor Mayne stated in the January council meeting, 
the council understands that technology is changing and 
internet banking is becoming the norm.
However, it is still important to look after the needs and 
interests of everybody in the community, specifically our 
elderly population.
“Manningham has one of the oldest communities in 

Victoria so it is particularly important to look after their 
needs, and many of our elderly residents still like to visit 
bank branches,” he said. 
In a letter addressed to Councillor Mayne on February 1, 
2021, a final verdict on the matter had been reached.
“CBA has written [to the council] confirming the permanent 
closure, blaming it on a 34 per cent drop in branch activity 
in recent years,” he writes.
The ATM at the Lower Templestowe Branch remained open 
until 12pm on Friday, February 19, however CBA advises 
that there are 12 nearby ATMs within 5km of the Macedon 
Square branch.
Cash withdrawal services are also available within nearby 
supermarkets, shopping centres as well as at Australia 
Post, who also extend their services to deposits and bill 
payments.
The letter from CBA goes on to say:

“While our decision is final regarding the closure of 
Lower Templestowe branch, we recognise that some 
older customers do prefer to do their banking face to 
face and this is one of the reasons why CBA is proud to 
maintain the largest branch network in the country.”
As of February 19, the nearest banks to Macedon Square, 
CBA or otherwise, are located at Westfield Doncaster, 
The Pines East Doncaster, Tunstall Square Doncaster and 
Bulleen Plaza, all of which are at least 2.5km away.

ComBank Closure in Macedon Square
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BY JAMES POYNER
WORKS BEGAN ON Stage 2 of the Diamond Creek Trail 
extension following a ground-breaking ceremony on 
February 6.
Stage 2 of the trail extension will link Wattle Glen to 
Hurstbridge.
Once the Diamond Creek Trail is fully extended to 
Hurstbridge, the 5.5-kilometre trail extension will complete 
a 55-kilometre continuous trail from Hurstbridge to the 
CBD, incorporating the Main Yarra Trail from Eltham 
Lower Park.
The trail extension is primarily funded by the Victorian 
Government with $4M for Stage 1 through VicRoads’ 
Towards Zero initiative and Stage 2 utilising $5.1M from the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning’s 
(DELWP) Suburban Parks Program.
Nillumbik Shire Council also contributed approximately 
$5M to the project through land acquisition for the 14.4 
hectares of land the trail is built on.
Once completed, the trail extension will have a concrete-
paved path for pedestrians and cyclists and a separate, 
parallel natural-surface trail for horse riders.
In attendance at the ground-breaking were members of 
the community, Nillumbik Shire councillors, Member 
for Eltham Vicky Ward, Member for Yan Yean Danielle 
Green, and Victorian Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change Lily D’Ambrosio.
Nillumbik Shire Mayor, Peter Perkins commended the 
efforts of all those involved in the trail project.
“That the Diamond Creek Trail project is now well on the 
way to completion is a great result for our community and 
a credit to the efforts of others on their behalf – including 
the Victorian Government, Danielle Green MP the Member 
for Yan Yean, and Vicki Ward MP the Member for Eltham.

“Our community, in particular the efforts of our Regional 
Trails Advisory Group and Trailblazers Inc. are also to be 
commended.
“Their tireless advocacy and passion for this project has 
been integral to bringing us to where we are today.
“The trail is an important community asset, providing a 
fantastic outlet for physical activity and a safe transport 
connection between the urban parts of the Shire and our 
rural townships.
“Also critical, is that it will attract more visitors to our Shire, 
boosting our local tourism industry and other businesses,” 
he said.
Bunjil Ward Councillor Karen Egan said the commencement 
of Stage 2 works was a major development for not only the 
townships, but the Shire’s rural community.
“I’m very pleased that work is starting on the final stage of 
an infrastructure project that is of such critical importance 
to many sectors of our community, being a shared trail open 
to all,” said Cr Egan.
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Lily 
D’Ambrosio spoke about the benefits to the local economy 
and the improved quality of life the trail will bring to the 
area.
“In the past year, many of us have rediscovered the simple 
pleasure of going for a walk, run or bike ride.
“Through projects like the Diamond Creek Trail extension, 
we’re giving people more opportunities to enjoy the 
outdoors.
“Construction of the trail extension will create as many as 
100 jobs over 12 months and boost the local economy by 
attracting visitors to the trail and surrounding communities.”
Stage 1 of the trail extension, linking Diamond Creek to 
Wattle Glen is due to be completed and opened to the 
public in October 2021.

Breaking ground on trail extension

Turning the first sod on Stage 2 of the Diamond Creek Trail extension

Photo supplied
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BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber
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BY JAMES POYNER
THE BRAWL between the Australian Media and digital 
platforms, moderated by the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC) through the News Media 
Bargaining Code turned an ugly corner on the morning of 
Thursday, February 18 as Australians awoke to find their 
Facebook feeds devoid of news – from anywhere.
The heavy-handed Australian news blackout by Facebook has 
stripped all content from public view on news Facebook pages, 
but the broadly scoped algorithm also impacted non-news 
sites such as the Bureau of Meteorology, Government pages, 
and charity and cancer support pages.
While the move has been dammed by the government and 
other impacted groups for the sudden and un-announced 
withdrawal of content, many mainstream news organisations 
were able to redirect their readers to pre-existing alternative 
digital sources — such as smartphone apps.
Smaller organisations, such as Warrandyte Diary and WD 
Bulletin were also caught in the fray.
For many, who have been adapting to an increasingly digital 
landscape, Facebook’s action sends them back to the dark 
ages.
But maybe Facebook’s exit is a good thing.
Social media and digital platforms serve a vital function in 
small communities, for local publications as it allows these 
small, budgeted publishers to connect with their community 
in a dynamic way.
But just because Facebook says no to digital news, doesn’t 
mean the Diary cannot deliver your content, across multiple 
platforms, in a form which suits the lifestyle of the reader.
The Warrandyte Diary and WD Bulletin editorial team spent 
Thursday shoring up its alternative digital delivery services.
We are excited to have a chance to innovate new ways to 
connect with our audiences in the new information vacuum 
created by Facebook and will be launching new or modified 
digital services in the coming weeks and months.
Meanwhile, we still have multiple physical and digital ways of 
getting the news that matters to you.

Pick up a copy from your local drop-point

The WD Bulletin is available to collect from multiple locations 
across Manningham and Nillumbik which are listed below:

Eltham Bookshop, Research Post Office, South Warrandyte 
Shell (Coles Express), Warrandyte Library, Quinton’s IGA, The 
Pines Learning, Lavrin and Lawrence Templestowe.
We can also deliver direct to your mailbox if requested – via 
our subscription form.
We are always looking for new locations to stock WD Bulletin 
and Warrandyte Diary, if you would like to stock copies of our 
publication, email jo@warrandytediary.com.au.

Bookmark our website

Our website warrandytediary.com.au is home to both WD 
Bulletin and Warrandyte Diary content.
Here, you can download current and past editions, news 
stories and video content.

Follow us on YouTube and Instagram

Search for Warrandyte Diary on YouTube and Instagram and 
follow our channels.

Join our mailing list

Visit our website warrandytediary.com.au or scan the QR 
code above to join our mailing list.
Subscription is free and subscribers receive information 
about when the latest edition is out, as well as notifications 
for important, breaking news and events.

Subscribe to our RSS Feed

In addition to our subscription list and website, we also have 
an RSS feed.
Installing an RSS Reader on your smartphone or as a plugin 
for your web browser will allow you to receive notifications 
about news stories the instant we publish them on our website.
Simply search your smartphone or desktop app store, or 
search for a plugin using your preferred web browser and, 
once installed, connect your reader to our RSS feed with the 
following url: warrandytediary.com.au/feed

Follow us on Google News

Head to Google News to find the Warrandyte Diary and catch 
up with our latest content from the Diary and WD Bulletin.

More ways coming in the future

We are actively working on more ways to connect digitally, so 
watch this space for exciting new announcements about ways 
to catch up on local content.

Ways to stay connected
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The group had their experts draw up alternative plans in 
attempt to reduce the footprint of the works and to retain 
the roundabout, and therefore the trees, but despite being 
told their plans were as affective as the official plans they 
would not be considered.
Mr Sorathia told WD Bulletin as part of the development 
process, “a number of designs options were investigated”, 
and he said it was found that upgrading to a signalised 
intersection was the best option to make the road safer 
and less congested.
“Compared to signals, a roundabout solution will be less 
safe, increase congestion and travel times, and will not 
alleviate the traffic queues,” he said.
Objectors to the roadworks were resigned to the fact that 
the project would go ahead no matter what their objections, 
but Ms Dyet said she felt that MRPV played lip-service to 
community consultation.
“I would say that they feel that they ticked all the boxes,” 
she said.

Enough is enough
Ms Shukuroglou said MRPV has been asking the wrong 
questions.
“They went in and said, ‘well there is a traffic problem 
how are we going to solve the traffic problem’. “As opposed 
to ‘there is a traffic problem, how can we solve this while 
respecting the community, the area, and all the values that 
are within this place’,” Ms Shukuroglou said.
She said she wants to see a dynamic change in how major 
projects such as this are managed.
“It seems to us very clearly, the greatest needs of society, 
which is social and environmental health are not just boxes 
to be ticked — they ought to underpin all decisions.
“Infrastructure ought to serve purposes in response to these 
things,” said Ms Shukuroglou.
“It starts creeping inwards, it is the thin edge of the wedge, 
this is where we can slowly chip away and say ‘now that 
road is there, we are going to have to do this duplication, 

we are going to have to add extra roads’. 
“At what point do we say, ‘actually, enough is enough’?”
She said the community has learnt from this “absolutely 
horrendous” process and the “devastating” outcome.
“The one thing we need to do is maintain hope for what we 
can achieve for anything that is happening in the future.
“There are a lot of demoralised, tired people, there are 
people who feel like there is no point in attempting to have 
a go.
“But that, in all sorts of ways, the system is working in that 
way.
“It would be much easier if we all sat down and said nothing, 
there would be a lot less hiccups, work could be done a lot 
more efficiently.
“But we are not just going to sit down and accept this — we 
will organise the protest again to say, this must change, this 
is not an appropriate example of community consultation.
“This is not a good example of how things must be.”

Replanting plan
Mr Sorathian said MRPV has “heard from the local 
community that they appreciate the natural environment, 
which is why we are planting more trees than we remove 
on the Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade”.
Local member Vicky Ward has announced that 5,000 trees 
will be planted around Eltham to offset the trees that have 
been removed.
In a statement, she said approximately six new trees will 
be planted for every tree removed as part of the project.
This calculation makes the tally of trees lost at approximately 
830.
“This program will leave an important legacy that all 
participants and the wider community will enjoy for years 
to come,” she said.
Ms Ward’s announcement stated local secondary school 
students will also be involved in a propagating project to 
create a new supply of native plants and trees, which will be 
planted and grown in the local area.

Price of progress (from page 3)
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Photos: VICKY SHUKUROGLOU

However, Ms Shukuroglou said even 5,000 trees, will not 
replace what has been lost.
“One of the main issues is there are very few hollow bearing 
trees left, and it is a serious problem.
“So planting a one-year-old, or five-year-old tree is nothing 
like it.
“Even if you have 5,000 of them, it is nothing like one mature 
tree that has lived for 50, 60, 100, 200 years.
“You are never going to regain that,” she said.
Cr Perkins said Council and the community lament the 
recent destruction of so many trees at this key gateway.
“We look forward to the completion of the project when the 
benefits will be realised and landscaping completed,” he said.

Display of grief
On Saturday, 20 February, locals gathered for a demonstration 
at the intersection, gathering in small groups to place “letters 
of love and loss”.
Ms Shukuroglou told WD Bulletin due to COVID restrictions 
the community was unable to protest in the traditional sense.

To ensure the event was conducted safely the organisers 
opted for a multi-site staged gathering over the course of 
the day. 
“It was an independent demonstration, a COVID-safe 
solution, and an opportunity for people to express their grief, 
which is immense and rippling through the community”. 
She said people came on their own mournful walk, delivered 
letters, had conversations, and shared their feelings of 
dismay, anxiety, shock.
“People’s worlds have been rocked — how can that be 
allowed in our system which is touted as fair? Others said 
their anxiety is through the roof... so much more,” she said.

What now for the future?
Protest organisers are asking concerned citizens visit their 
website to send messages, and keep updated on future 
actions.
elthamroundabout.wixsite.com/my-site
The WD Bulletin and Warrandyte Diary will continue to 
follow this developing story.



Warrandyte’s New Pool Specialist

 Regular Maintenance Service

 Green Pool Recovery  Water Test

 Chemicals  Pool Equipment

Shop 3, 90-94 Melbourne Hill Rd
8839 6907  info@radiantpools.net.au
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BY JR GIAMMARIO 
THE ELTHAM Craft and Produce Market has been a staple 
of the Eltham community for 44 years but its future is now 
under threat.
Founded in 1978 along the driveway of the Living and 
Learning Centre on Main Road, the Eltham Craft and 
Produce Market has served as an outlet for locally and 
homemade crafts and produce.
I remember going to the market as a young boy, buying heat 
packs at the start of every winter with my parents and sister.
We would walk from home to the market and as you entered 
Alistair Knox Park, the aromas of the food trucks would 
draw you in.
Soon, aromas mixed with music, conversation and laughter 
— the sound of a happy and connected community.
These are memories that I hold dear to my heart, and now, 
it may all come to an end.
On Sunday, February 21, 2021, possibly the last Eltham 
Craft and Produce Market took place.

Following conversations with the Market organisers Bianca 
and Di, and Wingrove Ward Councillor, Geoff Paine, I 
learned the market is under threat of discontinuing due 
to a the complicated process of obtaining licenses and the 
grounds to continue hosting the market.
The main issue revolves around having a committee 
properly in place and obtaining a permit to use the area 
behind Eltham Library.
The market has been using the location between Panther 
Place and Library Place since October of 2004, an area with 
great parking and easy accessibility for anyone to visit.
Both stall holders and market goers expressed their sadness 
over the potential discontinuation of the market and its end 
will have a long-lasting impact in the Eltham community.
Market organisers are asking Eltham residents and market 
goers to lobby the local community and market regulars 
to let Nillumbik Shire Council know that they want the 
market to stay.
The Warrandyte Diary and WD Bulletin will have further 
updates on this story as it develops.

Market under threat
People attending February 2021 Eltham Craft and Produce Market 

BY MARTINE CORBETT

ACROSS THE global stage, women’s empowerment 
continues to be a common theme uniting communities 
and Jane Caro AM is a woman known for saying what’s on 
her mind. 
Best known for her appearances on Q&A, the Gruen 
Transfer, The Project, Channel Seven’s Weekend Sunrise and 
Mornings on Channel Nine, Jane is one of Australia’s most 
influential social commentators.
Doncare is thrilled to present Jane as keynote speaker for 
Empowered Women, Empowering Women. 
The charity luncheon will be held at Bramleigh Estate on 
Friday, June 2021 and promises to be a fabulous occasion.
Comedian, Jo Stanley will host the event and 2015 Australian 
of the Year, Rosie Batty AO will appear as special guest.
Gather your friends together and enjoy a 3-course meal 
and wine. 
Funds raised support Doncare.
Tickets available at www.ewew2021.eventbrite.com.au

Jane Caro AM set to empower women at Doncare Charity luncheon
Save the date for charity lunch



Less visits, straighter smile

1 Milne St, Templestowe VIC 3106        (03) 9846 3811 

You can now get the straight teeth you’ve been
wanting with as little as 6 appointments to our
practice. Book online at lavrinortho.com.au.
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BY ADRIAN RICE,  
WARRANDYTE MECHANICS INSTITUTE  
AND ARTS ASSOCIATION
WE HAVE HAD to reluctantly postpone the Arts EXPO 
because of continued uncertainty regarding Coronavirus 
restrictions.
Our event was entirely indoors and is aimed to be a 
“Recovery Event” involving people coming through our 
doors to experience what WMIAA has to offer.
Restricting entry is obviously counterproductive.
We want to thank Manningham for its understanding in 
allowing us to modify the grant submission.
Also, thanks to our performers who we will welcome to the 
stage later in the year.
We cannot provide precise new dates yet, but mid-
November is favourite.
By that time, many of us should be vaccinated, protected and 
much more confident venturing indoors for entertainment.

At the moment — the Warrandyte Theatre Company is in 
rehearsal for a delightful play Love Letters by AR Gurney.
This is a special play, the rights to which have been difficult 
to obtain.
We welcome Jeanne Snider, George Benca, Reg Ellery and 
Rosey Cullinan to the stage March 18–27.
In this play we listen to Andy and Melissa read the letters 
they wrote to each other, starting in primary school and 
extending until late middle age.
A different sort of love affair, played out mainly on paper.
This play has been perfect for a pandemic — just two actors 
and no breathless intimacy — simply moving and charming 
dialogue constructed from the many letters they write to 
each other.
There are effectively two productions of the same show 
with different actors but the same director, me; Adrian Rice.
Keep an eye on our website for production details.
warrandytehallarts.asn.au

Mechanic’s Arts Expo postponed

BY JANE ANNOIS
THE POTTERY Expo is all set to celebrate its 21st event.
Such good news that our 5-day lockdown has come to an 
end and we can welcome potters from around Victoria and 
a few guest potters from NSW.
There will be many new faces and styles of pottery this 
year, as we aim to bring something new and special to 
Warrandyte each year. 
Our guest artists are contemporary wood fire potters from 
NSW, Tasmania and Victoria. 
We also have an exhibition, at the Expo, of internationally 
acclaimed artists, members of the International Academy 
of Ceramics, based in Geneva.
There will be demonstrations, talks, kids’ activities and 
live music. 
Bring a mask, enjoy crepes from Stephane and buy a cup 
from our potters before filling it with coffee from Now and 
Not Yet’s stand.

Our program can be found at www.potteryexpo.com.
Check our instagram page @thepotteryexpo
and our Facebook page: The Pottery Expo 
There you can find information and images of each of 
the exhibiting potters.
The Pottery Expo is on February 27 and 28.

Getting potty by the Yarra



NOW
OPEN

Complete a new qualification
Update your computer skills

Learn new life skills
Improve your English skills

Exercise or

Enquire about our 4 year old Kindergarten Program
www.pineslearning.com.auPh:9842 6726

Join us and .....

Learn a new language

1/520 Blackburn Road Doncaster East
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JUST OVER two weeks ago, on a Friday night, bad weather 
caused wide-scale NBN outages affecting people from all 
over Manningham and Nillumbik.
In Warrandyte, the most badly affected area was the 
Osborne Peninsula. 
For some the problems were fixed the next day, but others 
were left waiting for a week just to get an NBN technician 
appointment.
Until somebody figures out how to control the weather, this 
is just something we have to learn to deal with.
But that does not mean we all have to suffer Netflix 
withdrawal any longer than necessary.  
Here are some steps you can take to minimise the pain the 
next time a lightning storm passes through.
Use a good quality surge protected power board to power 
all your internet connected devices and most importantly 
your NBN box and router.
If you know an electrical storm is coming, turn off and 
disconnect the power and phone line cables from your 
NBN box.
If you are anything like me, and you just cannot stand the 
idea of no Netflix, no Stan and no Disney + for days on end, 
then maybe you should consider talking to your Internet 

Service Provider about 4G backup — assuming you’re one 
of the lucky ones who can actually get a decent mobile 
signal.
If you have an I.T. topic you would like to learn more about 
let us know by emailing bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au
If you have any burning IT questions you would like to 
see answered in this column, send me an email via the 
WD Bulletin editor bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au

ABOUT ADAM

Adam has lived in Warrandyte for seven years and founded 
his company in 2005.
Australia Wide I.T. specialises in providing I.T. support and 
security services for businesses all over Australia.
For help and support phone 1300 350 509.

DOT COM

BY ADAM GOUDGE

Bad weather causes NBN outages
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FANCY YOURSELF a Consul of Rome?
Desirous of bringing the light of Roman civilisation to 
the uncouth northern tribes or contesting the southern 
Mediterranean with the perfidious Carthaginians?
Now you can, with veteran Scandinavian gaming company 
Paradox and its latest grand strategy vision of the Roman 
Republic and Empire: Imperator: Rome.
As your nation’s leader in perpetuity, you are invited to lead 
your people, over centuries, from obscurity to greatness.
Plonked down, with superb visual graphics, in the middle 
of a pastiche of ancient states, you are left to chart a course 
between dominance and annihilation.
In Rome’s case, you start as a small Latin city with a few 
provinces and a number of allied Italian peoples.
The rest is up to you.
All the critical decisions are yours — befriend a foreign 
power?, what technologies to concentrate on?, is it wise to 
invade a neighbouring province?
Like all of Paradox’s grand strategy titles, the level of detail 
you can go into on any given issue is only limited by your 
inclination — or attention span.
Trade, culture, military and religion: all factors are there 
to consider.
Managing foreign relations is particularly gripping, with 
lots of options to juggle and the constant imperative to 
neutralise strategic competitors by forming alliances with 
their enemies and supporting rebels operating within their 
borders.
But, be warned, Paradox’s deep grand strategy titles are not 
for the faint hearted, and Imperator: Rome is no exception.
As you steer the budding Roman superpower to potential 
empire and glory, with enemies on every side, there are 
vital economic decisions to be made and the integration 
of subject populations to manage carefully for your state 
to thrive.
And you must also keep your noble families happy, fail to 
reward them with prestigious titles or government positions 
and they’ll feel scorned.

That’s bad — scorned nobles, with their own regional power 
bases, are more inclined to lead rebellions against you.
Trust me, the very last thing you need in a tense contest 
on your northern border with a warlike tribe is a rebellion 
breaking out in Italy!
You will have to live with the consequences of your 
decisions.
The AI is scalable from easy to expert, but on higher levels 
it swiftly punishes mistakes or overexpansion.
I have faced defeat and subjugation many times by being 
overstretched on several fronts, facing confederations of 
enemies who slice deep into my territory before I can make 
peace or rally my allies.
Meanwhile, if you don’t care for the Romans, preferring 
to lead another nation in this immersive depiction of the 
ancient world, you can.
Want to try your hand as the head of a small tribal 
confederation?, a Greek city-state such as Sparta?, or an 
African power such as Egypt?
Imperator: Rome allows you to do just that.
Still, trying to manage the rising Roman juggernaut in Italy 
is a whole other challenge that will test and ultimately 
overwhelm you if you are not highly vigilant.
To succeed at Imperator: Rome, you must think strategically 
about where you will expand, where you will defend and, 
not least, how you are going to pay for it all.
It is a game that rewards attention to detail and careful 
contemplation of strategic options.
It gives you all the tools to succeed but you will need to 
apply them intelligently to be fully effective.
So sharpen your gladius (sword) and hoist your scutum 
(shield) — the glory of Rome awaits!

ABOUT SAM

Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall.

PLAYER ONE

BY SAM BROWN

Prepare to master greatness

Images courtesy 
Steam/Paradox
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BY SUSAN FOREMAN
NILLUMBIK ARTIST Denise Keele-bedford will be speaking 
as part of the Flesh after Fifty exhibition at Abbotsford 
Convent on the evening of March 18.
The exhibition explores and challenges negative stereotypes 
of aging while celebrating and promoting positive images 
of older women through art.
The way in which artists portray older women often reflects 
public attitudes. 
Images of older women have changed over the last century 
as fashion, community, politics and society have changed. 
Much of the time, images of older women are absent 
altogether. 
Some artists, however, are able to rise above fashion and 
convention to externalise personal desires and aspirations 
that challenge received perceptions and expectations.
Flesh after Fifty brings to the fore images that need revisiting 
or have been overlooked, accompanied by curatorial 
discourse and community engagement in a series of 
forums, events and essays by key academics, artists and 
community leaders exploring the politics and social 
impact around the construction of images of older women, 
addressing this topic in the pursuit of a new visual dynamic 
and appreciation of the older female form.
Denise will be participating in the discussion forum 
Preserving Your Future — Legacy planning for older women 
artists.
The panel will explore the complex layers of legacy planning 
for artists, in particular addressing the barriers faced by 
older women artists. 
Designed as an introduction to the myriad of issues to 
consider and navigate, the forum will provide preliminary 
information and case studies on the requirements of law, 
copyright, moral rights, conservation and archiving, and 
planning with the future managers of your estate.
Denise is a long-standing member of the Women’s Art’s 
Register and has been involved in professional practice and 
support for other women artists for many decades, as well 

as spending a lot of time on her own archives and legacy, 
and will discuss some of the issues and challenges involved 
from an artists’ perspective. 
Joining Denise on the panel will be Assoc. Professor Kate 
MacNeill (Uni of Melb), who will share her knowledge and 
expertise in this area, as well as other artists and members 
of And Also Presents and the Women’s Art Register.
The exhibition at the Abbotsford Convent Opens on 6 March 
4 - 6pm and continues until 11 April.
For more information and links to event bookings visit 
www.fleshafterfifty.com

BY ANNETTE NOBES,  
NILLUMBIK ARTISTS OPEN STUDIOS
ARTISTS HAVE been working hard during the lockdowns 
and we are delighted to confirm that Open Studios will be 
proceeding, although the format will be a bit different this 
coming May.
Normally artists’ studios would be open one weekend 
but since we could not open last November, many of our 
studios will be open over three weekends (April 24–25, and 
May 1–2 and 8–9).
The website will be updated with which studios are opening 
on which days, allowing visitors to plan the studios they 
wish to visit in a more leisurely and COVID safe manner.
Come and visit our Artists, they would love to see the public 
back in their studios.
For more details, please visit www.artistsopenstudios.com

Older women celebrated in art

Studio doors reopen in May

Penny Byrne, Keep Young and Beautiful if you want to be Loved
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