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B U L L E T I N

After nearly three months of restrictions, Melbourne is looking 
towards a COVID Safe summer.
Eased restrictions on October 19 meant a return to the salon or 
the barber’s chair for many across Melbourne.
The eased restrictions are the first tranche of a series of easings 

which hopes to see a return to retail and the quashing of the 
four reasons to leave home in the coming days or weeks.
See Pages 4–5 for more details on how the hairdressing and 
beauty industries have coped during restrictions and the 
anticipation of a return to business.

Tame that iso-mane

Photo: BILL McAULEY
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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary 
carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character 
of the place it serves. The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the 
communities of Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park 
Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, 
Research, Eltham, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1,900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin are made by the community, for 
the community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, 
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Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
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BY JAMES POYNER
IN DECEMBER 2019, the Victorian Government introduced 
new swimming pool and spa safety laws, which require all 
Victorians with a private swimming pool or spa to have it 
registered, inspected and issued with a Certificate of Pool 
and Spa Safety Barrier Compliance (CPSSBC).
As reported by David Hogg in the March 2020 Warrandyte 
Diary, these new laws were introduced because, on average, 
four young children die in Victoria in home swimming 
pools or spas each year and many more are taken to hospital 
for near-drownings.
Initial registration of swimming pools and spas is via your 
municipality and, originally, was required to have been in 
place by June 1, 2020.
However, due to disruption caused by COVID-19, the 
deadline for registration was extended by five months, to 
November 1, 2020.
A swimming pool or spa is any structure or excavation 
containing water and primarily used for swimming, wading, 
paddling or the like and is capable of containing water to a 
depth of greater than 300mm.
This includes in-ground swimming pools, indoor swimming 
pools, above-ground swimming pools (including permanent 
and temporary swimming pools), spas, swim spas, bathing 
and wading pools, jacuzzis and hot tubs.

Small inflatable pools that do not require any assembly 
other than inflation are not subject to these rules.
Also exempt are spas and baths inside a building that are 
used only for personal hygiene and are emptied fully after 
each use.
The owner of the land on which the pool is situated is 
responsible for compliance, so in the case of a tenanted 
property the onus is on the landlord.
The registration fee is $79, paid at time of registration.
Once registered, owners will then have to get their pool 
inspected by a registered building inspector who will be 
able to either issue the appropriate certification or, if your 
pool or spa is not up to specification, a notice of defects.
Inspection and certification fees are not standardised and 
owners may wish to shop around for a competitive quote.
Depending on the age of your pool or spa, you will then 
have one to three years to lodge your certificate with your 
local council.
Certification will need to be renewed every four years.
Failure to register your pool or spa before November 1 will 
result in an infringement notice of approximately $330.

Visit your municipality’s website for 
information about how to register your 
swimming pool or spa.

Last call for pool registration

Melbourne...On top, on top!

Residential roof report & quotation on:
   Cement & Terracotta Tile Restorations.
 High pressure cleaning  Rebed & repoint

 Seal & colour resurfacing

Does your Roof 
need Attention?

All work guaranteed - Fully insured - Pensioner/Senior discount

Our promise is you will be delighted
9897 1688‘FREE

OZ VENT’
Est’d 1982

*conditions apply

#530717#11174

Lawn Mowing And Whipper Snipping

Backyard Clean Up Services

Tree Pruning And Removal

Weeding And Mulching

Hedge Trimming

Property Maintenance

& Odd Jobs

Jake Clancy
Qualified Arborist

    0411 311 824
@clancysgardencare

mob.
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BY JAMES POYNER
FOR MANY, some of the most exciting news to come out of 
the Premier’s October 18 announcement was the reopening 
of hairdressers.
October 19 saw new found freedoms for Melburnians who 
could suddenly travel up to 25 kilometres, exercise without 
time limit, play tennis and golf, and get a haircut.
But for salon owner Emma Cunningham, the parks and tennis 
court will have to wait, her appointment book is full until 
Christmas, and her phone rang off the hook on Monday, with 
clients eager for a cut and a colour.
Since early July, salon doors have been closed and barber 
chairs empty.
But with the prospect of a mid-October reopening on the cards, 
salons have been booked out in advance.
Emma Cunningham, owner of Essentially Hair by Emma in 
Warrandyte, spoke to WD Bulletin about what it felt like to 
have her clients back in the chair.
“Fabulous — I love doing people’s hair and I have really missed 
it,” she said.
Emma said the desire to bring order to everyone’s iso-mane 
is mutual.
“Our clients are so excited we have reopened.
“A good hairdo makes everyone feel better.
“We are very busy for the next few weeks and booking up for 
Christmas already.
“The phone has rung off the hook for hours on our first day 
of trade.
“One client rang 46 times before she could get through!,” she 
said.
Like many other businesses, the last few months have been 
tough with many finding creative ways to pivot and stay active.

“As we were unable to trade for nearly three months we 
decided to offer take home colour packs for our loyal clients, 
so that they could maintain their own hair colour at home with 
confidence that they would not ruin their hair.
“It proved a very popular option and provided the salon with 
some income while closed.”
The lockdown has been difficult for Emma, who has owned the 
salon for over 23 years and sees her clients more like friends.
“Socially for me and them it’s been difficult,” she said.
However, the pause gave her the time to pursue a lifelong 
dream and she has just launched a new range of professional 
hair care products.
“I was determined not to waste my lockdown situation and 
use the time wisely.
“So as of next week I’m excited to be launching my own 
Essentially hair salon professional hair care product range, 
of which is wholly Australian made and Australian certified 
organic,” she said.
The lockdown has been tough on many businesses and the 
prospect of a third lockdown could spell the end for many 
small businesses.
The way forward, as Emma says, is about finding a way to keep 
safe and stay open.
“I personally felt my business was very well supported 
financially by both the State and Federal governments for 
which my staff and myself are so grateful for, as we all have 
jobs to return to.
“Should cases rise again I’m not sure all small businesses 
would survive another long lockdown, nor could the 
government keep handing out financial support.
“We all need to learn to operate our businesses as  safely 
as possible to minimise risk, and keep people safe while 
remaining open.”

Time for a new hairdo

Queues form at Eastland for a coveted spot in the hairdresser’s chair
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BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS
BEAUTY lovers have been deprived of some much-needed 
TLC due to the tough restrictions placed on beauty 
industries during the Coronavirus pandemic, with salons 
forced to close for much of the year.
Society often attaches a negative connotation to beauty 
therapy, deeming it superficial — but for many, it is a form 
of self-care.
Unfortunately, for those who make us feel our most 
beautiful, 2020 has been far from glamorous.
Owner of Be Lashed by B, Bianca Papaioannou tells WD 
Bulletin how challenging the pandemic has been on salon 
owners.
“It has been difficult in many ways, especially financially.
“I love seeing my clients, chatting to everyone, and creating 
beautiful sets of lashes.”
Some salon owners, including April Brodie, owner of 
Beaute — The Facial Destination in Doncaster, have 
turned their frustration into activism, participating in the 
#SaveVictorianSalons social media campaign.
Those behind the campaign are advocating on behalf of 
the beauty industry and have set up a GoFundMe page to 
assist struggling businesses.
The campaign received over 20,000 impressions on social 
media.
The GoFundMe page was set up in early September and 
has so far received over $3,000 in donations.
However, the glimmer of hope the industry has been 
longing for shone through sooner than initially thought.
On Sunday, October 18, Premier Daniel Andrews 
announced beauty industries were set to reopen from 
November 2, with the prospect it could be bought forward 
a week if Coronavirus continued to trend down.
As we go to print, the beauty industry are still waiting for 
news of when they can reopen.
When restrictions do finally come off, there will be still be 
restrictions due to the necessity of mask wearing during 
treatments.
“From what we understand, you can have any body-
treatment done, as long as you don’t take your mask off — 
anything that involves skin on your face will be affected,” 
said April.
Skin based salon owners face an additional burden of loss 
of income due to the array of procedures that cannot be 
performed due to the mask mandate; including electrolysis, 
facials and facial waxing.
However, April and other salon owners are advocating for 
highly skilled professionals with appropriate training and 
safety accreditations to perform these treatments.
Facial treatments are more than a luxury, for many suffers 
of skin conditions such as rosacea and severe acne, these 
treatments are pivotal for managing these stubborn 
concerns.
“Those people are left hanging; they have nobody to treat 
them,” she said.
Salons are ramping up safety measures for their long-
awaited return — from disposable table covers, the 
elimination of waiting rooms, and a seventeen-step hourly 

cleaning regimen, so beauty devotees can be assured they 
will be in safe hands. 
Bianca explained some of the additional measures she has 
to instigate to remain COVID Safe.
“Before and after each client I will be allocating time to do a 
COVID clean, as per government regulations; I will also be 
conducting a COVID screening questionnaire, and taking 
temperatures before clients enter the room to ensure they 
aren’t febrile,” she said.
The beauty industry, like every other industry in Victoria, 
is taking these measures very seriously and April tells us: 
“Most good clinics would’ve done three to four different 
types of COVID-19 training.”
Beauticians are breathing a huge sigh of relief as beauty 
lovers start planning their next pamper day.
2020 has been a disruptive and emotionally taxing year 
for many, and the last few months have been particularly 
tough on Melburnians.
Many are trying to find that thing which grounds them, 
makes them feel happy. 
Bianca told WD Bulletin the beauty industry plays an 
important role in this.
“It has been a very long time coming, finally we are seeing 
some light at the end of the tunnel.
“I do hope it stays this way and beauty can resume for good.
“It is an extremely important industry as it helps individuals 
feel beautiful, happy and confident!”

Beauty sector prepares to mask up

Photo: BILL McAULEY
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Nillumbik Shire Council

Free Green Waste 
Drop-off Day
Sunday 15 November 
8am-4pm
Former municipal landfill,  
Graham Rd, Kangaroo Ground

Tree prunings, garden clippings, 
leaf litter only

Proof of Nillumbik residency required –  
rates notice or driver’s licence

This event will operate with a COVID-safe plan

BY SANDI MILLER
WITH WET weather on the horizon and movement 
restrictions in place to combat the pandemic, managing 
fuel loads on properties ahead of the 2020–21 bushfire 
season has been, and will continue to be a challenge.
With council tip facilities effectively closed, Nillumbik and 
Manningham councils are developing a way for residents 
to dispose of green waste in the lead up to the fire season.
Manningham residents will remember council rolled 
out skips across the municipality following the January 
hailstorm, and Council is planning a similar strategy for 
bushfire preparation.
Rachelle Quattrocchi, Director City Services told Warrandyte 
Diary “Council will provide a series of garden waste disposal 
days throughout spring and early summer to assist residents 
in Manningham’s Bushfire Prone Areas to prepare for the 
summer fire season”.
She said portable skip bins will be provided across several 
locations in the Bushfire Prone Area over four weekends so 
residents can dispose of their garden waste and reduce fire 
hazard fuel loads on their private properties.
“An Eventbrite booking system will be available for residents 
to pre-book garden waste disposal across several weekends 
and locations in Manningham,” she said.
The garden waste disposal days will be held on Saturdays 

and Sundays on the weekends of November 21–22, 28–29, 
and December 5–6, 12–13. 
Booking information and skip locations will  be 
communicated to residents in the coming weeks at www.
manningham.vic.gov.au and will be published in the 
Warrandyte Diary and WD Bulletin.
Nillumbik Shire Council has created a Green Waste Drop-
off Day on November 15.
On November 15, Council will be accepting tree prunings, 
grass clippings and leaf litter at a special collection point, on 
Graham Road, Kangaroo Ground, at the former municipal 
landfill.
This is a free event, residents will not need to use their 
green-waste vouchers to make a deposit, but proof of 
residence in the Shire will be required.
So far, Nillumbik has only scheduled one of these days.
For those on properties able to burn off, the window of 
opportunity is closing, with the fire season having already 
started this time last year.
Many local groups will be holding webinars in the coming 
months, to prepare communities for the forthcoming 
bushfire season.
The first of these, begin on Tuesday, October 27, presented 
by the Bushfire Resilience Group, made up of Nillumbik 
Shire based CFA volunteers, see the back page for details 
on their webinar series.
The Australian Seasonal Bushfire Outlook indicates Victoria 
will have a “normal” fire season in 2020–21, however 
possible spring rainfall is likely to have an impact on fire 
potential in the lead up to and over summer.
The outlook, developed by the Bushfire and Natural 
Hazards Cooperative Research Centre with Bureau of 
Meteorology and relevant state fire and land managers, 
was released on August 31.
Emergency Management Commissioner Andrew Crisp said 
the outlook was an early indication of what Victoria could 
expect in the summer season and would be updated in 
November as predictions firm up.
“The severity of fires in the west half of the state will depend 
on several factors including the amount, location and 
timing of rain in during spring and over summer,” he said.
Fast-running grassfires and fires in dry forests and 
woodlands is likely by late spring, depending on fire and 
weather conditions and dryness in grasslands.
“We have to stay home as much as possible at the moment 
due to COVID-19 restrictions — why not use the time to 
clean up your property and make a plan on how to keep 
yourself and your loved ones safe this summer?” he said.
Across the state, six thousand more burn-offs were 
registered with ESTA between the start of May and the end 
of August.
CFA Acting Chief Officer Garry Cook said it was great news 
to see so many Victorians doing the right thing.
“More people are spending more time at home at the 
moment and if that means they are choosing to spend more 
time to clean up their properties before the bushfire season, 
that’s a good thing.”
Acting Chief Officer Cook said welcome rain in many parts 

Fire season approaching 
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of Victoria over the winter months meant a slight delay to 
the start of the fire season compared to recent years when 
the fire danger period started in early September in East 
Gippsland.
“The best way to defend your homes is to prepare before 
the fire danger period begins.
“This includes cleaning up your gardens, your gutters and 
removing flammable waste from your yards,” Acting Chief 
Officer Cook said.
“Many property owners dispose of this waste with a burn-
off, but we also recommend people consider alternative 
methods such as mulching, chipping or taking green waste 
to a transfer station.”
The recent Australian seasonal bushfire outlook identified 
recent rains have led to a reduced risk of prolonged fire 
activity throughout spring, although shorter duration fires 
in grasslands, drier forests and woodlands are still likely to 
occur across the state.
Mr Cook reminded Victorians that even an average fire 
season in the state can be a bad one.
“Residents who want to conduct burn-offs on their private 
properties need to follow some basic rules such as checking 
the weather conditions, monitoring the wind, and following 
local council laws and regulations.
“It is important that as well as registering your burn-offs, 
you notify your neighbours that they may see smoke as false 
alarms take CFA firefighters away from real emergencies 
which can be very frustrating for our crews.”
By registering burn-offs, any reports of smoke or fire 
will be cross-checked with the burn-off register to avoid 
unnecessary response of fire services.
Landowners can register their burn-off with the Emergency 
Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) by calling 
1800 668 511 or emailing burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au
Mr Cook said that when registering a burn-off by phone or 

email, people would be asked for basic information such as 
location, date, start and finish times, and what they intend 
to burn. 
“The burn-off line is very easy to use — the operators are 
friendly, and prompt you by asking the key questions,” he 
said.
“When conducting burn-offs, remain alert and always have 
resources on hand to extinguish the fire.
“Check the weather, winds must be light and temperatures 
low. 
“Make sure you have sufficient water on hand at all times 
and fully extinguish the burn once completed.
“Escaped burn-offs or those not conducted properly will 
result in you being liable for the consequences.”
 Keep your burn-off safe and legal:
Check fire restrictions with your local council and register 
your burn on 1800 668 511.
Check and monitor weather conditions — particularly 
wind.
To avoid unnecessary calls to emergency services, notify 
your neighbours beforehand.
Leave a three-metre fire break, free from flammable 
materials around the burn.
Have sufficient equipment and water to stop the fire 
spreading.
Never leave a burn-off unattended — stay for its entire 
duration.
If your burn-off gets out of control, call 000 immediately.
“You also need to plan and prepare for your safety so that 
you, and everyone in your household, know what to do 
on hot, dry, windy days when fires will start and spread 
quickly,” said Acting Chief Officer Cook.

For more information about preparing your property, 
go to cfa.vic.gov.au/prepare

— are you prepared?

Image courtesy CFA 
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Contacting us
Please note that the 
Nillumbik Shire Council offices  
in Civic Drive, Greensborough, 
are closed.

Face-to-face interactions are not 
possible at this time, however our 
customer service team remains 
hard at work, and can be reached on 
9433 3111 8.30am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday. Many common tasks can also 
be completed via our website.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Council services 
and facilities
Due to current restrictions, many 
Council services and facilities are 
impacted. 

Some of our leisure centres, gyms, 
pools, libraries, community halls 
and reception centres may be 
closed depending on COVID-19 
restrictions. Please make sure to 
continue checking our website for the 
most up-to-date information about 
facilities re-opening and services 
recommencing.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/COVID-19

2020 Council 
elections
Voting in the 2020 general elections 
will be conducted by post. 

Ballot packs will be mailed out 
between 6-8 October and will 
contain instructions for returning 
your completed ballot via mail. 
Voting closes at 6pm on Friday 23 
October. Find information about your 
ward via the My Neighbourhood 
page on the Nillumbik website. 

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ 
council-elections 

Nillumbik Prize 
for Contemporary 
Art 2021
Expressions of interest are now 
open for this acquisitive art prize 
and close 30 November 2020.

Open to new and emerging artists 
across Australia. First Prize 
$20,000. The exhibition will be held 
at Montsalvat from May to June 
2021.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
nillumbikprize or 9433 3758

Upgrade or 
change your bins
An expanded range of kerbside bins 
is now available for households in 
Nillumbik. 

The new options are in addition 
to the existing bins, and include a 
larger 240-litre weekly green waste 
bin, a weekly 120-litre landfill bin 
and a larger 140-litre fortnightly 
landfill bin.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/bins or  
9433 3111

Spring outdoors 
(and indoors!)
Enjoy our annual program of 
environmental events, bringing 
nature to you!

Connect and protect our natural 
environment and biodiversity with a 
range of online webinars, tutorials, 
activities and more. Spring Outdoors 
will get you out of the house and 
enjoying the warmer weather while 
learning about our beautiful natural 
surroundings. Find a calendar of 
events online at nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/spring-outdoors.

Living & 
Learning 
Nillumbik  
– where people 
share, learn and 
connect

At this time, all three of our sites 
remain closed, with staff working 
from home. Many classes have 
moved online with a variety of 
new online options now available. 
We are accepting enrolments 
for CHC33015 – Certificate III 
in Individual Support (Ageing, 
Home and Community) which 
will commence online in October. 
We are also taking enquiries for 
CHC30113 Certificate III in Early 
Childhood Education and Care 
as well as CHC50113 Diploma of 
Early Childhood Education and 
Care which will both commence 
online in the near future. Our 
reopening will be a staged 
approach and schedules will be 
subject to change – we thank 
you for your understanding and 
support. Wishing you all the best - 
stay safe, stay home!

9433 3744 or 
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au 

COVID-19 
community support
Visit the Nillumbik website for 
resources and information to help us 
continue looking after ourselves and 
each other during COVID-19,  
including disability services 
information, supporting older 
Australians, job opportunities and 
mental health resources.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ 
covid-19-community
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BY JO FRENCH
THE CHRISTMAS rush needs to look a little different this 
year — in fact, it needs to start now.
With supply shortages already in effect, and the global 
supply chain under immense pressure, October (and 
November) is the new December.
Booksellers around the country are urging us to #ShopEarly 
and #ShopLocal to avoid disappointment this Christmas 
season.
For the past four years, booksellers have consistently 
reported that the Christmas rush was later than the previous 
year, but last minute shopping is now a ghost of Christmas 
past.
Importing goods by airfreight will not be an option for most 
retailers this year, and there are already considerable delays 
with the added pressure on sea freight.
Local independent bookseller Meera Govil, owner of the 
Eltham Bookshop, says it is time to shop early, and shop 
local for Christmas.
“All the books are here,” says Meera.
“All the new releases are here.
“We are not parched for stock — the stock is here, and we 
are ready.”
In early March, Meera was filled with despair and anguish 
at the thought of closing her store which, for 23 years, has 
played an important role within both the local community 
and the world of writers and book releases.
Like many other businesses, the thought of shutting up 
shop was too painful to bear, so Meera and her team found 
innovative, COVID-19 Safe ways to continue to spread the 
joy of reading.
Meera and her team came up with new ideas and creativity 
hit a new level, bringing bookshop joy to the local 
community through an increased online presence and a 
regular changing window display.
Meera has been in the store every day, taking email and 
phone orders and greeting customers as they pick up 
orders.
Takeaway Books has allowed customers to phone in an 
order and come to the store and pick it up, even browse 

a while through the front window, and have a chat in the 
doorway.
“Everyone is happy to see us, it is such an important 
distraction at this time,” said Meera.
There has been strong consumer demand for books 
this year, however Australian Booksellers Association 
(ABA) CEO Robbie Egan said, “This Christmas is vital 
for the survival of Australia’s incredible network of local 
bookshops, who have done a wonderful job of getting books 
out to their community through the COVID-19 pandemic.”
“Readers have responded with amazing support, but this 
Christmas will be different as we manage increased hygiene 
measures and social distancing in our bookshops,” he said.
But, COVID-19 Safe will change the culture and atmosphere 
of local, independent bookshops, like Meera’s.
“When we can finally open up there will only be about three 
to five people in the shop at one time and we won’t be able 
to stand around and chat like we used to.”
With many businesses introducing a delivery model and a 
general sense that people may not be quite ready to brave 
the busy shopping precincts, Robbie Egan warns this may 
cause more delays when shopping.
“Increased online sales will place enormous pressure on 
Australia Post and other delivery services, so to ensure we 
all get the books we want for Christmas, support your local 
bookshop.”
For months, communities have been supporting their 
local supermarket, coffee shop and bakery, and so as we 
approach Christmas, it is time to extend that support to 
other retail sectors.
Shopping local and shopping early will be crucial to the 
survival of the small businesses that have stood firm through 
this period of lockdown and, while easing restrictions may 
see some stores opening soon, it is important for all of us 
to play our part in supporting local businesses.
COVID-19 may have pressed pause on the economy but 
our choices from this point on will help determine what 
the new “business as usual” will look like.
Whether its gift buying or replenishing your own stocks, 
remember an outing down the main street may be more 
important than you think.

Give the gift of community

Image PIXABAY
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BY JAMES POYNER
VOTING for the 2020 Local Elections closed at 6pm last 
Friday, October 23.
As we go to print, counting teams have assembled 
across the state to determine who will represent their 
communities for the next four years in local government.
With the pandemic forcing a 100 per cent postal election 
and concerns that Australia Post may not be able to 
process the volume of ballot packs, the Victorian Electoral 
Commission (VEC) ran a campaign encouraging voters 
to return their completed ballots as soon as possible.
Electoral Commissioner, Warwick Gately, said voters 
responded to the call and it is expected the turnout for 
the 2020 local elections will exceed the voter response 
to the 2016 elections.
“I am impressed by the rate of ballot returns compared 
with the same time in 2016. 
“We are tracking above where we expected to be and are 
appreciative of the public’s response,” he said.
In 2016, an average of 72 per cent of people participated 
in the elections.
Mr Gately says the ballot return rate is expected to exceed 

the 75 per cent anticipated average return for this year’s 
elections.
“Our reminders have generated large call volumes and 
we’ve increased call centre staff in response,” he said.
In line with state government policy many local councils 
have moved to single councillor wards.
This election saw 298 separate elections held across 
Victoria and 2,187 candidates nominated.
In Nillumbik, 79 candidates are campaigning for one of 
nine ward seats whereas Manningham’s nine ward seats 
are being contested by 41 candidates.
The deadline for declaration is November 13, but 
depending the number of candidates, elections can be 
declared any time between November 2 and November 
13.
By the time the Warrandyte Diary goes to print on 
November 9, it hopes to have some provisional results for 
Manningham and Nillumbik wards, but with some wards 
in Nillumbik having up to18 candidates, each vying for 
one seat in their respective ward, it is possible residents 
and rate-payers will have to wait until November 13 to 
know who their new councillors are.

Election 2020: Counting begins

Photo SANDI MILLER
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LEARNING AT THE PINES

Skills to Apply for Work (online course)
Description: This course is designed to assist people 
who have been out of the workforce to apply for suitable 
employment. Covers resume writing, presentation skills 
and more.
Date: Starting Friday, 6 November (for five weeks), 
9:15am–11:45am
Info: This is a free course, sponsored by Bendigo Bank. 
Contact Pines Learning to book your place, see below for 
contact details.

Excellence in Customer Service
Description: Learn how to provide a unique customer 
experience by proactively anticipating your customers’ 
needs and exceeding their expectations.
Date: Starting Friday, 6 November (for two weeks), 
12:30pm–3pm
Location: Pines Learning, 
1/520 Blackburn Road, Doncaster East
Info: Course costs $41 (funded) or $75 (non-funded). 
Contact Pines Learning to book your place, see below for 
contact details.

Computer for Beginners Level 1 (online course)
Description: Learn the basics of how to use personal 
computer in eight gentle paced, step by step lessons.
Date: Starting Monday, 9 November (for four weeks), 
running every Monday and Wednesday, 9:15am–11:45am
Info: Course costs $162 (funded) or $219 (non-funded). 
Contact Pines Learning to book your place, see below for 
contact details.

Computer for Beginners Level 2 (online course)
Description: Develops skills developed in Computers for 
Beginners Level 1.
Date: Starting Monday, 9 November (for four weeks), 
running every Monday and Wednesday, 12pm–3pm
Info: Course costs $162 (funded) or $219 (non-funded). 
Contact Pines Learning to book your place, see below for 
contact details.

All Abilities – Staying Safe Using Your Mobile Phone and 
Facebook
Description: This workshop is for people with medium 
to high functioning intellectual disability. This workshop 
aims to develop awareness of risks using a mobile phone 
and Facebook and challenges whilst acknowledging the 
many benefits.
Date: Saturday, 14 November, 10am–2pm
Location: Pines Learning, 
1/520 Blackburn Road, Doncaster East
Info: Morning tea and lunch will be provided. This course 
is free, sponsored by the State Trustees foundation. 
Contact Pines Learning to book your place, see below for 
contact details.

To book any of these courses, for information about 
other course at Pines Learning or to request a brochure 
visit www.pineslearning.com.au or call 9842 6726.

LEARNING IN NILLUMBIK

Learn to draw realistically (online course)
Description: You will focus on the basic construction of 
the head, including proportions, profile and full frontal 
portraits, three quarters and elevated views, texture of hair 
and features.
Date: Starting Wednesday, 4 November (for four weeks), 
10:30am–11:30am
Info: Course costs $64, concessional discount available. 
Visit the Nillumbik Living and Learning website to enquire 
and book your place.
See below for contact details.

Mailchimp e-newsletters (online course)
Description Discover the functionality of this amazing 
free online newsletter portal and marketing platform. 
The course is designed for those who are competent with 
computers and moves at a pace with the majority of the 
group.
Date: Wednesday, 28 October, 10am–11:30am
Info: Course costs $20, participants must be competent in 
using MS Word, managing their own email and emailing 
others. Experience with web browsers and surfing the net 
is also required. Visit the Nillumbik Living and Learning 
website to enquire and book your place.
See below for contact details.

Sourdough bread making (online course)
This fun workshop will cover basic theory as well as the 
tactile pleasure of all the steps of making bread from milled 
flour. Suitable for novices and those who want to expand 
their bread making repertoire.
Date: Saturday, 28 November, 11am–12pm. 
Or Sunday, 29 November, 3pm–4pm.
Info: Course costs $20, concessional fees available. Visit 
the Nillumbik Living and Learning website to enquire and 
book your place. 
See below for contact details.

Nillumbik Living and Learning https://www.
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au, course enrolment 
also available via telephone: 9433 3744.

Buy a local author’s book and go into a draw to win one  
of the following:

• A Zoom meeting (especially for book clubs) with  
Kate Mildenhall, author of Mother Fault.

• A bag of books.
• A set of beautiful blank cards and envelopes created  

by Liz Vercoe, painter and writer resident in Warrandyte.

Just ask your bookseller at ELTHAMbookshop what you 
should read. We are happy to recommend via phone 
94398700 or email books@elthambookshop.com.au

ELTHAM b o o k s h o p
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Hopes dashed for Step 3
BY SANDI MILLER
THE EXTENSION of the 5KM bubble out to 25KMs, 
announced in early October, saw huge crowds in public 
spaces on Thank You Day as people sought out new 
horizons after months of strict lockdown.
And there were high hopes of further opening as Melbourne’s 
14-day average new cases dropped below 5 on October 25.
This was one of the trigger points for a move to a third step of 
easing restrictions, however with an outbreak in Northern 
Melbourne threatening to explode, and mystery cases still 
at an average of 9, these hopes were dashed at the Premier’s 
daily press briefing. 
Instead of the announcement of the next step forward, he 
asked Melbourne for a few more days of patience as the 
testing from the new outbreak was analysed. 
“I know plenty of people were looking forward to some 
good news today — and soon, very soon, we’ll have some,” 
Premier Daniel Andrews told Melburnians. 
“But for now, we need to do again what we’ve done 
throughout this pandemic: follow the advice of our public 
health experts,” he said. 
Adding that there will be no changes to restrictions in 
Melbourne announced just yet.
“As we know, today 6 new cases have been identified in our 
northern suburbs, meaning there have so far been 39 cases 
spread across 11 households. 
“Concerningly, while these cases have locations in common 
it is not yet clear how they link together,” he said.
He said this means there may be unidentified transmission 
happening elsewhere.
“The local community, working alongside our public health 
team, are doing everything they can to stop this spread.  
“In the last 24 hours, over 3,000 Victorians from our 
northern suburbs did a profoundly powerful thing and 
got tested,”. 
This means that there are thousands of tests to be analysed. 
“We have around 1,000 swabs currently being processed – 
and we’re expecting even more today. 
“We’ll use the next couple of days to review those results 
and understand exactly how this virus is travelling.
“Put simply: this is a couple of extra days that might put us 
weeks ahead of this virus. 
“To not only get on top of this outbreak — but to stamp it 
out.
“I know everyone will be disappointed we’re not making 

that move today — I get that — I am too. 
“But I want to reassure you, this is not us taking a step back. 
“This is us making sure we can take a step forward — and 
stay there.
“We can’t let everything Victorians have sacrificed, 
everything we've given up, simply slip away. 
“Until then, we’ll continue to keep a careful eye on the 
numbers — and the all-important stories that sit behind 
them.”
He asked anyone with a scratchy throat, or a runny nose, 
and who is connected to one of those school communities: 
“Please, please get tested. 
“The more tests, the more data — the more data, the more 
certainty.  
“And with more certainty, we can make more decisions 
about Melbourne’s transition to the Third Step,” he said. 
While the news is devastating for many businesses eager to 
open up, there was good news for regional Victoria.
As part of the Third Step and from 11:59pm on Tuesday 27 
October, Regional indoor gyms and fitness spaces will be 
able to open for up to 20 people, with a maximum of ten per 
space and a density of one person per eight square metres.
Indoor pools will open to 20. 
Indoor sport will begin for those 18 and under. 
Food courts can open. 
Live music can resume as part of outdoor hospitality. 
School graduations can be held within school communities. 
And for religious celebrations, 20 people can gather 
together indoors with their faith leader — or 50 outdoors.
Greater Shepparton will also come into alignment with 
the rest of regional Victoria and then progress under these 
changes.
“Regional Victorians should be proud of this success —
everyone should be proud of this success — because soon, 
it will belong to our whole state. 
“From hundreds of cases to single digits, we have driven 
this virus down. 
“And we are so close — so close — to beating this thing.
“I’m asking each of you: keep going. 
“Dig deep, stay strong – let’s win this fight, and let’s win it 
for good,” Mr Andrews said.
As we go to print, Victoria records zero new cases and 
zero deaths, and the 14 day average for metro Melbourne 
is now 3.6. 

Photo: JAMES POYNER
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PLAYER ONE

WD BULLETIN computer game reviewer, SAM BROWN 
explores the graphic rich world of Microsoft Flight Simulator 
— which in the 2020 edition allows you to virtually fly over 
your own town.
Have you ever wanted to fly?
“Slip the surly bonds of earth and dance the skies on 
laughter-silvered wings”?
Tempted to scratch that itch at the back of your mind that 
persists in asking where you might have gone, if only you 
had become a pilot?
Ever longed to fly over your house in Warrandyte, stand 
the aircraft on one wing and see it spin crazily as you spiral 
down from 10,000 feet?
Or pilot a twin-engine turbo prop across some far-flung 
plain in dusty Mongolia and land at a bush airstrip where 
wolves are still a threat?
Now you can, and from the comfort of your own home 
without ever stepping into a real plane.
Welcome to the future of flight simulation: Microsoft Flight 
Simulator 2020 (MSFS 2020).
Much anticipated and released this August after a long 
gestation, it is the most advanced, complete simulator of 
civilian flight ever released for the computer.
For all you budding pilots, it is the closest you will ever get 
to flight without actually getting a private pilot’s licence.
An evolutionary leap in technological achievement that 
not only resets the bar for what is possible for PC flight 
simulation, MSFS 2020 leaves its competitors choking in the 

dust of its wake — including all in the vast world of military 
flight and combat simulation in all its forms.
For there will be many in that world bitterly wishing their 
own combat simulators had one iota of the attention paid 
to sky-scapes or environment as Microsoft has lavished on 
MSFS 2020.
Perhaps the release of MSFS 2020 will serve as a much 
needed prompt for developers of combat flight simulators 
to lift standards in their own rendering of reality.
This is nothing less than the future of PC flight simulation, 
cleverly meshing cutting-edge technology with the most 
advanced ways of representing virtual worlds on computer 
screens.
It melds, for example, the latest flight generation engine 
with streaming satellite data from Bing maps to produce 
a spectacular, true to life graphical representation of the 
landscape over which you fly.
Hence, your own house in Warrandyte is modelled—if not 
in exact detail, then as a stereotypical residential house in 
its proper position and to proper scale.
With careful observation from the air, you should be able 
to see it.
Leveraging partnerships with a range of specialist data 
providers, the simulator populates the virtual world 
as realistically as it can currently be outside a Cray 
supercomputer.
So Microsoft’s Azure artificial intelligence fills the landscape 
with 3D objects, real-time air traffic control data, and 
a meteorological environmental engine that presents 
the most complex, realistic simulation of weather ever 

Microsoft Flight Simulator 2020

All pictures provided courtesy of https://www.flightsimulator.com/  

https://store.steampowered.com/app/1250410/Microsoft_Flight_Simulator/https://www.asobostudio.com/

A glimpse of the future: 
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produced for the PC.
It is beautiful — almost mesmerising — to see from 
20,000 feet a storm front approach across sunny skies, 
with towering cumulonimbus and virga hanging like grey 
curtains.
More significantly from a simulation perspective, if there is 
a storm over real-world Warrandyte when you are buzzing 
your house in a Citation CJ4 jet, the same storm will be 
rendered virtually.
Developed for Microsoft by French video game developer 
Asobo Studio, MSFS 2020 is the latest in the venerable 
franchise of Microsoft flight simulators stretching back to 
the early days of PCs.
Microsoft’s first foray into simulation, Flight Simulator 1, 
was released back in 1982.
Since then, there have been 12 iterations of Flight Simulator, 
each one more ambitious, complex and striving for real-
world fidelity.
It is a franchise which has introduced hundreds of 
thousands to the engaging hobby of flight simulation, and 
spawned as many virtual pilots — from the casual Saturday 
afternoon flyer to serious souls who spend thousands on 
after-market flight panels, yokes, throttles, aircraft packages 
and the powerful computers needed to run all this software 
and architecture.
Make no mistake, MSFS 2020 is not a game but a high-
fidelity simulator of flight that remains true to that 
underlying philosophy, vastly improved modelling of 
virtually every part of the earth, aircraft ranging from single-
engine trainers to wide body jets modelled in exquisite 
systems detail and with extremely realistic flight models.
Arguably, it is only recently, with the advent of cloud 
technology, high speed internet and even more powerful 
IT architecture, that Microsoft has been able to narrow the 
gap between ambition and what is possible with today’s 
PC technology.
Even so, the way Asobo Studio has melded technologies in 
innovative ways, taken full advantage of recent advances in 
hardware and approached the business of simulation, sets 

the standard for all flight simulators to come.
Remarkably, even with these advances, the designers 
have made the simulation as accessible as possible to 
newcomers.
There is a well laid out user interface and, at every step, 
there are assists, prompts and advice to help simmers on 
their way.
Whole parts of the flight experience — from dealing with air 
traffic control or flying the “boring bits” — can be handed 
over to the AI to complete.
All of this, naturally, comes at a price. 
And that price is paid by the architecture of your PC.
While a mid-range computer is still going to produce 
a satisfying result, the brutal fact of cutting-edge flight 
simulation means you are going to need a very powerful 
PC to run MSFS 2020 at anywhere near its full potential.
In fact, the PC that can run MSFS 2020 to its full potential 
probably doesn’t yet exist.
Moreover, the amounts of data needed to be downloaded 
upon purchase are gargantuan and the forums are filled 
with grumbling about its size and slow download speeds.
Yet, it’s always been thus, with the Microsoft Flight Simulator 
franchise setting the bar.
And for those willing to persevere with set-up hiccups, in 
the knowledge that MSFS 2020 is at the start of its journey 
and things will almost certainly continue to be refined.
Welcome to the future!

ABOUT
Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall.
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Get Bushfire Resilient – an interactive webinar series for residents living in rural areas and 
on the urban fringe of Nillumbik. What have previous disasters taught us? Learn from industry 
experts in five 90-minute sessions featuring representatives from CSIRO, the insurance 
industry, CFA, Nillumbik Shire Council, Cardinia Shire Council, Victorian Building Authority, 
and the University of Melbourne. 

Webinar 1 How houses are destroyed by bushfire 
7.30pm Tuesday 27 October, Justin Leonard, CSIRO 

 
Webinar 2 How to harden an existing house 

7.30pm Thursday 5 November, Justin Leonard, CSIRO 
 
Webinar 3 Getting your insurance right - panel of insurance representatives 

7.30pm Tuesday 10 November  
Denis Nelthorpe, Consumer Lawyer Helda Sidaoui, Suncorp 
Clare Cordingley, Insurance Council Georgina Dircks, IAG 

 
Webinar 4 Understanding rebuilding - panel of planning and recovery representatives 

7.30pm Thursday 19 November 
Rosa Zouzoulas & Renae Ahern, Nillumbik Shire Council 
Julie Bowyer, Cardinia Shire Council John Ginivan, Strategic Planner 
Mark Holland, CFA    Kevin Hazell, Bushfire Planning 
Peter Collina, Victorian Building Authority 

 
Webinar 5 Make better decisions about bushfire risk in our changing climate 

7.30pm Thursday 26 November 
Kevin Tolhurst AM, University of Melbourne Michael Vermeulen, CFA 

 
To register click register.bushfireresilience.org.au/. Alternatively, you can register your interest 
by calling Louise on 9438 3194 or email l.danson@valleyfinancial.com.au 
 
Broadcast live via the internet you’ll have the chance to submit questions before sessions or 
ask them live during our Q&A. If you register but are unable to attend we’ll send you a link to 
the recording afterwards. 
 
Link to information about Webinar Chair, Presenters and Panel Members 

With support from Bushfire Resilience Inc. 
 


