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INSIDE

Monday, September 28 saw metro-Melbourne turn a corner as it moved to Step 2 of the roadmap to COVID Normal. 
Melburnians’ ability to follow the strict lockdown rules has the 14-day average now sitting at 11.6 as of October 5 
which puts us well on the way to even greater freedom of movement on October 19. Families with primary school-
aged children are also rejoicing. Not only is there greater freedom for play and socialising in the second half of the 
school holidays but Prep to Grade 6 will return to face-to-face learning on October 12. Read our coverage of the 
new COVID restrictions on Pages 3 and 7. 
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Back in the swing
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The Diary has looked into the news 
archives to see what was happening 
a century ago. 

WARRANDYTE 
Box Hill Reporter

September 24, 1920
Page 5

(From Our Correspondent)
ON FRIDAY of last week, Mr. Barnes, 
Minister of Mines, accompanied by Mr. 
Everard, M.L.A., paid a visit of inspection 
to the Caledonian mine, the object 
being to debate the question of making a 
Government grant. 

As there are several mining speculators 
who have secured shares extensively, and 
who know the mine thoroughly, besides 
local experts, who are also relatively large 
shareholders, it is considered there should 
be no difficulty in securing a grant.

Mr. Barnes, with his colleague, seemed to 
be favourably impressed with the outlook 
and promised Cr. Sutherland that he would 
do all in his power to meet the claim it 
was of the greatest importance that the 
gold mining industry should receive every 
encouragement and support.

After viewing the picturesqueness of the 
village and its aspects and having the little 
coterie of miners to discuss the incidents 
and import of the visit, the minister, with Mr. 
Everard, crossed the bridge to the latter’s 
home, where he was entertained returning 
in the evening.

Already after the heavy rains the paths 
along the hillside and the tracks through 
the bush are showing a tendency of better 
prospects for those who have to avail 
themselves of them, and one is able now 
to get across almost dry shod.

Nature has been lavish in her dowry to 
mother earth this season, and if the season 
has been wet, wend your way where you will 
find beautiful wildflowers, pause in front of 
one, rearing their heads above the tufts of 
grass and stones.

The purple harbinger, with its whisterial 
mouth; the tiger orchid, in its regal beauty, 
vying with its more modest rival, the blue 
orchid, in their simple surroundings.

All herald sunny days, and tidings of 
better things.

The beautiful willows on the river bank, 
draped in their tendrils of green, soon 
to blossom out, and afford nature’s own 
pavilion to the erstwhile sojourners and 
campers.

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 

News reports courtesy of the National 
Library of Australia’s Trove service. 
Photo courtesy State Library Victoria

Photographs reproduced from the 
‘Australasian’, 12th May, 1906, 
pictures of Caledonia Battery and 
poppet head.
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By JAMES POYNER
PREMIER DANIEL Andrews’ much 
anticipated Coronavirus briefing on 
Sunday, September 27 was required 
viewing for Melburnians yearning for 
some lockdown relief.

The Premier’s daily briefing (now 
approaching its 100th episode) has 
become routine viewing for both 
journalists and the public.

With the new daily active cases 
14-day average dipping below the 
30–50 range, the trigger for Step 2 of the 
metro-Melbourne roadmap, viewers 
tuned in hoping for a relaxation of 
restrictions.

With the 14-day average at 22.1, 
the State Premier announced metro-
Melbourne’s transition to Step 2, 
which will be in effect until at least 
October 19.

The Premier said even if the 14-day 
average was to drop below five before 
then, the next three weeks needed to 
be seen through to their end to ensure 
the new restrictions were effectively 
eliminating Coronavirus.

If people continue to follow the rules 
and the 14-day average continues to 
trend down sufficiently, October 19 
will bring metro-Melbourne  to Step 
3 — where regional Victoria currently 
finds itself.

Under Step 3, the four reasons for 
leaving home will no longer apply, the 

five-kilometre limit will be removed, 
and retail businesses like pubs and 
restaurants will be able to offer a 
restricted sit-down service, along with 
a suite of other restrictions.

It is likely that, until there is a 
successful vaccine available, we 
will continue to live with some 
restrictions, such as wearing masks 
and maintaining physical distance.

But Melbourne is still a long way 
from Step 3 and until at least October 
19, here is the summary of what you 
can and cannot do.

For an update on how school life 
is changing for Term 4, see our story 
on Page 7.

Masking up
The grace period for face masks 

has officially ended, during the 
September 27 press conference, the 
Premier made reference to face shields 
no longer being worn on their own as 
an acceptable form of face covering.

This was expanded upon in the 
media release.

“And with more people moving 
across our city, our public health team 
have advised the rules around wearing 
a mask need to be strengthened.

“Victorians will now be required to 
wear a fitted face mask, covering the 
nose and mouth. 

“Some of the concessions we 
made as we adjusted to this new 

normal — things like wearing a scarf 
or a bandana or a face shield — will 
no longer apply.

“As I’ve said before, wearing a face 
covering is a small sacrifice  —  but it 
makes a huge difference in keeping 
all of us safe.

“Because fundamentally, that’s what 
all of this comes down to.

“None of it’s easy.
“But all of it matters,” he said.
Permitted exceptions such as while 

running/cycling, being hearing 
impaired, or having a medical reason, 
still apply but if you are usually 
required to wear a mask, it now must 
be a fitted face mask.

Luckily, the growth of the mask 
making cottage industry means fitted 
masks, of all shapes and sizes, are 
readily available.

Out and about
The four legal reasons to leave home 

still apply and the five-kilometre 
radius bubble continues to be in effect.

However, if you are one of the 
approximately 130,000 people who 
have  been able to  return to work 
under Step 2, you are now also able 
to use your daily limit of two hours of 
exercise within five kilometres of your 
work place, although if you choose to 
do this, you need to carry your work 
permit with you.

For those looking for some fresh air 

and socialisation; the two-hour limit, 
per person, on exercise still applies but 
the definition of what activities can 
be conducted in this time has been 
expanded.

The social bubbles which made up 
Step 1 have been expanded and it is 
now possible for up to five people from 
two separate households to meet up, in 
a public place, to engage in physically 
distant social activities, such as a walk, 
a picnic or bike ride.

While this may seem like a green light 
to meet up with your mates, it is not 
— these expanded social bubbles will 
allow for larger public gatherings but 
the  two-household, five person  rule 
must be adhered to.

Outdoor playgrounds and parks 
remain open, but tennis clubs 
and skate parks are still closed.

In War randyte,  Manningham 
Council has taken steps to  enforce 
the closure of the Taroona Avenue 
skate park by erecting cyclone fencing 
around it.

The nightly curfew is also no longer 
in effect, which means although you 
can still only leave your home for the 
four permitted reasons, you can now 
also do these activities between 9pm 
and 5am.

Back to work
The list of industries allowed to 

reopen in Step 2 is not very different 

from Step 1, for many who were 
already operating, Step 2 represents 
greater capacity.

However, sole traders, such as 
gardeners and handymen, and 
personal trainers are once again 
allowed to operate,  if  they have a 
COVID Safe plan.

Stay the course
As of October 5, the current 14-day 

average is 11.6 and we are well on our 
way to hitting the trigger point of below 
5 cases by October 19.

But we still have a few more laps 
of the COVID track to run before we 
have the freedom of movement we 
had in May.

Anyone doubting as to whether the 
fr ustration of  restr ict ions was 
worthwhile need only look to Europe 
and the United Kingdom.

France recently reported 16,000 new 
cases in one day on September 24 and 
in the UK — with around 6,000 daily 
new cases —  the bureau of statistics 
estimates one in 500 have COVID-19 
with only 11 per cent of those with 
symptoms getting tested.

Th e  U K  ha s  re p o r t e d  4 2 , 3 5 0 
deaths as a result of Coronavirus. (as 
at October 4).

Despite the frustrations of the last 
six months, there is light at the end 
of the tunnel.

Melbourne can be proud.

Melbourne on the penultimate lap

By SANDI MILLER
WITH A WET September seeing 
Wa r ra n d y t e’s  ve rd a nt  ga rd e n s 
bursting with growth, compounded 
by COVID-19 travel restrictions and 
the closure of green waste facilities, 
preparing for the upcoming summer 
is going to be a challenge.

With council tip facilities remaining 
closed, Manningham Council is 
developing a way for residents to 
dispose of green waste in the lead up 
to the fire season.

Similar to the response following 
Januar y’s  hailstor m, a  council 
spokesperson said that it is planning 
to roll out skips at strategic locations 
around the municipality.

Rachelle Quattrocchi, Director City 
Services told the Diary “Council 
will provide a series of garden waste 
disposal days throughout spring and 
early summer to assist residents in 
Manningham’s Bushfire Prone Areas 
to prepare for the summer fire season.”

She said portable skip bins will be 
provided across several locations in 
the Bushfire Prone Area over four 
weekends so residents can dispose 
of their garden waste and reduce fire 
hazard fuel loads on their private 
properties. 

“An Eventbrite booking system will 
be available for residents to pre-
book garden waste disposal across 
several weekends and locations in 
Manningham,” she said. 

The garden waste disposal days will 
be held on Saturdays and Sundays on 
the weekends of November, 21–22, 28 
–29, and December 5–6, 12–13. 

Booking information and skip 
locations will be communicated to 
residents in the coming weeks at www.

manningham.vic.gov.au and will be 
published in the Warrandyte Diary 
and WD Bulletin.

Residents in North Warrandyte 
and Green Wedge areas of Nillumbik 
Shire, while unable to take their green 
waste to a transfer may be able to take 
advantage of the recent change in 
restrictions.

Under Step 2, sole traders such as 
garden maintenance are allowed to 
work, if they are working alone and 
outside. Although Nillumbik Shire 
transfer stations are currently closed 
to the public, the sites are open for 
commercial use, with a valid work 
permit.

With those on big blocks concerned 
about their inability to legally remove 
cleared vegetation, this — at least — 
may provide a short-term solution 
to help reduce the risk of bushfire 
damaging their property.

For those on properties able to 
burn off, the window of opportunity 
is closing, with the fire season having 
already started this time last year.

The Australian Seasonal Bushfire 
Outlook indicates Victoria will have 
a “normal” fire season in 2020–21, 
however possible spring rainfall 
is likely to have an impact on fire 
potential in the lead up to and over 
summer.

The outlook, developed by the 
Bushf ire  and Natural  Hazards 
Cooperative Research Centre with 
Bureau of Meteorology and relevant 
state fire and land managers, was 
released on August 31.

E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t 
Commissioner Andrew Crisp said 
the outlook was an early indication 
of what Victoria could expect in the 
summer season and would be updated 

in November as predictions firm up.
“The severity of fires in the west half 

of the state will depend on several 
factors including the amount, location 
and timing of rain during spring and 
over summer,” he said.

Fast-running grassfires and fires in 
dry forests and woodlands are likely 
by late spring, depending on fire and 
weather conditions and dryness in 
grasslands.

“We have to stay home as much 
as possible at the moment due to 
COVID-19 restrictions — why not use 
the time to clean up your property 
and make a plan on how to keep 
yourself and your loved ones safe this 
summer?” he said.

Across the state, six thousand 
more burn-offs were registered 
w i t h  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  S e r v i c e s 
Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) 
between the start of May and the end 
of August.

CFA Acting Chief Officer Garry Cook 
said it was great news to see so many 
Victorians doing the right thing.

“More people are spending more 
time at home at the moment and if 
that means they are choosing to spend 
more time to clean up their properties 
before the bushfire season, that’s a 
good thing.”

Acting Chief Officer Cook said 
welcome rain in many parts of Victoria 
over the winter months meant a slight 
delay to the start of the fire season 
compared to recent years when the 
fire danger period started in early 
September in East Gippsland.

“The best way to defend your homes 
is to prepare before the fire danger 
period begins.

“This includes cleaning up your 
gardens, your gutters and removing 

flammable waste from your yards,” 
Acting Chief Officer Cook said.

“Many property owners dispose 
of this waste with a burn-off, but we 
also recommend people consider 
alternative methods such as mulching, 
chipping or taking green waste to a 
transfer station.”

The recent Australian seasonal 
bushfire outlook identified recent 
rains have led to a reduced risk of 
prolonged fire activity throughout 
spring, although shorter duration 
fires in grasslands, drier forests and 
woodlands are still likely to occur 
across the state.

Mr Cook reminded Victorians that 
even an average fire season in the state 
can be a bad one.

“Residents who want to conduct 
burn-offs on their private properties 
need to follow some basic rules such 
as checking the weather conditions, 
monitoring the wind, and following 
local council laws and regulations.

“It is important that as well as 
registering your burn-offs, you notify 
your neighbours that they may see 
smoke as false alarms take CFA 
firefighters away from real emergencies 
which can be very frustrating for our 
crews.”

By registering burn-offs, any reports 
of smoke or fire will be cross-checked 
with the burn-off register to avoid 
unnecessary response of fire services.

Landowners can register their burn-
off with ESTA by calling 1800 668 511 
or emailing burnoffs@esta.vic.gov.au

Mr Cook said that when registering 
a burn-off by phone or email, people 
would be asked for basic information 
such as location, date, start and finish 
times, and what they intend to burn. 

“The burn-off line is very easy to 

use — the operators are friendly, 
and prompt you by asking the key 
questions,” he said.

“When conducting burn-offs, remain 
alert and always have resources on 
hand to extinguish the fire.

“Check the weather, winds must be 
light and temperatures low. 

“Make sure you have sufficient 
water on hand at all times and fully 
extinguish the burn once completed.

“Escaped burn-offs or those not 
conducted properly will result in you 
being liable for the consequences.”

 Keep your burn-off safe and legal:

• Check fire restrictions with your 
local council and register your burn 
-off on 1800 668 511.

• Check and monitor weather 
conditions — particularly wind.

• To avoid unnecessary calls to 
emergency services, notify your 
neighbours beforehand.

• Leave a three-metre fire break, free 
from flammable materials around 
the burn-off.

• Have sufficient equipment and 
water to stop the fire spreading.

• Never leave a burn-off unattended 
— stay for its entire duration.

• If your burn-off gets out of control, 
call 000 immediately.

“You also need to plan and prepare for 
your safety so that you, and everyone 
in your household, know what to do 
on hot, dry, windy days when fires will 
start and spread quickly,” said Acting 
Chief Officer Cook.

For more information about 
preparing your property, go to cfa.
vic.gov.au/prepare

Fire season approaching — are you ready?
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opinion

Labor have failed to 
protect Warrandyte 

from fire risks

By RYAN SMITH 
Member for Warrandyte
I HAVE BEEN, and always will be, a 
strong advocate for the interests of 
Warrandyte.

In advocating for those interests, 
I am always particularly aware of 
the need for adequate bushfire 
protection.

I have been deeply disappointed 
about the responses I have received 
in relation to bushfire preparedness 
from the Department of Energy Land 
Water and Planning (DELWP) and 
Emergency Management Victoria, 
who have finally admitted they have 
done very little to protect Warrandyte 
against the real and dangerous fire 
risks our community may confront 
this summer.

Planned burns reduce the natural 
fuel available for fires to feed from 
when they wreak havoc across our 
landscape.

The Andrews Labor Government 
knows this all too well after the 
catastrophic fires last summer.

We all remember with horror the 
2019/20 fires.

Victoria experienced 3,500 fires that 
burned through 1.5 million hectares, 
destroyed 396 homes and took five 
Victorian lives.

The images of that tragedy are 
seared into our minds.

This disaster ruined lives and left 
many Victorians suffering to this day.

None of us wants that pain and 
suffering to be experienced by our 
friends and family in Warrandyte.

To guard against this, in December 
2019, I wrote to Victoria’s Emergency 
Management Commissioner, Andrew 
Crisp, asking what had been done by 
the Andrews Government to reduce 
the risk of fires in the Warrandyte 
community this summer.

It took the Department six months, 
with constant follow-ups from me, 
until they provided any real response 
to my questions.

After all of their stalling, when 
the Andrews Government finally 
responded to my concerns, they 
avoided answering my questions.

Speaking instead in generalities, 

and artificially inflating what burns 
had been done in Warrandyte they 
sought to mask what had been a 
poor performance in mitigating the 
fire risk.

On 24 July 2020, eight months after 
my initial inquiry, the Department 
finally came clean.

In a letter, signed by DELWP 
S e c r e t a r y  J o h n  B r a d l e y ,  t h e 
Department finally admitted that 
they have only conducted one single 
solitary burn to reduce fire risks in 
Warrandyte since 2015.

That burn covered a mere 4.1 
hectares.

That is the equivalent of just over 
five soccer pitches in an electorate 
that stretches for over 90km2.

T h i s  p e r i l o u s l y  n e g l i g e n t 
u n d e r p e r f o r ma n c e  i n  ha z a rd 
reduction burns matches Daniel 
Andrews’ state-wide abject failure on 
this important issue.

Labor’s target for annual planned 
burns across Victoria is 390,000 
hectares.

That target has been in place since 
the devastation of the Black Saturday 
Bushfires in 2009, which took 173 lives 
across Victoria.

However, since Labor came to 
office in 2014, Daniel Andrews and 
his Labor Government have actually 
completed only an average of 102,680 
hectares in planned hazard reduction 
burns, or 26 per cent of their own 
target, each year.

To protect  our families,  our 
property and our lives, the Andrews 
Government must do more than one 
fuel reduction burn in five years in 
Warrandyte.

You deserve better.
I will be pursuing this issue over the 

coming months.
It is important that the government 

does not forget our community, and 
I will keep pressuring them to protect 
Warrandyte by simply meeting the 
key performance indicators they have 
set for themselves.

I will fight to ensure they do more to 
reduce fire risks in Warrandyte.
Ryan Smith is the Member 
for Warrandyte in Victorian 
Parliament
Ryan also serves as the Victorian 
Shadow Minister for Energy, 
Renewables and Resources

By DAVID HOGG
WITH THE fire danger season nearly 
upon us, we should all be reviewing 
our written fire plans, and we may 
need to make some changes as a result 
of our getting an NBN connection in 
the past year.

This change affects what happens 
when the power goes out.

If you have a home or office phone 
plugged in to your router (modem) on 
the NBN network, it will not work when 
the power goes off.

In the past, a direct phone service 
or one in conjunction with an ADSL 
internet service was powered from 
the telephone exchange where there 
is a battery backup which would last 
for a number of hours in the event of a 
power failure.

With the NBN, the equipment at 
the curb or on the pole outside your 
premises, is powered by you, so is 
the NBN box (Network Connection 
Device, NCD) and your Router.

All of these need power, so when the 
power goes off, so does your home or 
office phone and internet.

This might not be a problem as 
nowadays most of us rely on a mobile 
phone, and the major mobile phone 
networks will continue to operate 
during a power cut, backed up by 
batteries at the transmission towers.

Also, most laptops will run for many 
hours on their internal battery, but 
does your fire plan rely on those laptops 
having internet communication via 
wi-fi?

If you really need a home or office 
phone, an EFTPOS terminal for 
your business, or wi-fi to continue 
to operate during a power failure 
you should consider purchasing an 
Uninterruptable Power Supply (UPS).

This keeps an internal battery on 
trickle-charge while you have power, 

and this battery springs into life and 
continues to power your devices via an 
internal inverter when the power fails.

An entry-level model rated at around 
550 Watts will set you back around $250 
but will allow your home phone and 
wi-fi to continue operating for a few 
hours in power-out conditions.

Remember that it is necessary to 
power both the NBN, NCD and the 
router from the UPS.

This will at least give you a landline 
phone and wi-fi internet.

The more devices you power from 
the UPS the shorter time the battery 
will last during a power outage, and if 
you wish to run computers or power 
other devices you may need a more 
powerful UPS.

We should point out that NBN state 
that “Unfortunately, restoring power 
with an alternative power option is not 
possible if the NBN™ FTTC network is 
also experiencing a power loss.”

This statement covers them against a 
power loss at the telephone exchange 
which would obviously take out the 
local systems.

However, as the exchange power 
supply is battery backed-up and Fibre-
to-the Premises (FTTP) customers are 
actually offered an NCD with a battery 
backup as an option, there is clearly 
an expectation that the exchange 
equipment will continue to function.

This expectation will be put to 
the test on October 7 when this 
correspondent’s home is planned to 
be without power for the day, and we 
will check that our system continues to 
run on a UPS and report any anomalies 
in our November edition.

I t  w a s  u p s e t t i n g  t o  s e e  a t 
Manningham’s Council’s August 
meeting, when they discussed the 
changes made to Neighbourhood 
Safer Places — Bushfire Place of 
Last Resort, that they put the blame 

on telecommunications networks 
becoming less reliable since the 
introduction of  the NBN, with 
councillors confusing the roles of 
Telstra and NBN Co.

They may well have had other good 
reasons for changing the locations of 
Safer Places, but to put the blame on 
NBN was incorrect and alarmist to 
say the least.

Suggestions that the police may 
not be able to answer the phone or 
that a door may not be able to be 
opened remotely due to the NBN were 
groundless.

Surely a Safer Place should be 
equipped with a UPS, and even before 
NBN how was it proposed to open a 
door remotely if the power was out?

The facts are that the NBN is the most 
reliable telecommunications network 
to date.

Higher speed fibre optic cable, 
unaffected by water and bad electrical 
connections, comes straight to the 
curb outside your premises without 
going through multiple different cable 
runs and roadside or pit junction boxes 
which all used to fail over time.

A decade ago the average user 
downloaded less that 15 gigabytes 
a month; today average customer 
downloads on the NBN exceed 300 
gigabytes per month.

Additionally, the NBN and the 
internet has had to cope with a sudden 
and dramatic shift in demographic, 
location distribution and traffic since 
COVID-19 has resulted in many 
working or schooling from home.

Since the start of COVID-19, NBN 
traffic has increased by over 25 per cent 
and the network has hardly missed 
a beat.

Despite the long time it took to arrive, 
we should now be proud of our NBN.

Back in action before bushfire season

NBN: No phones when  power fails

By DAVID HOGG
THE FIRE DANGER sign at the north 
end of the bridge has not worked for 
almost a year.

We were originally told in November 
last year that Emergency Management 
Victoria (EMV) were awaiting a part to 
repair the sign.

In January, we were advised by EMV 
that the sign could not be repaired 
safely at its current location due to 
safety issues with a new overhead 
high-voltage cable and that EMV were 
working with Nillumbik Council to 
determine a new location for the sign.

In May, we were advised that EMV 
was working closely with Nillumbik 
Council, the Country Fire Authority 
and the Department of Transport to 

identify the most appropriate location 
for a new Fire Danger Rating sign, 
and that once agreement has been 
reached between all parties, it would 
be relocated.

With the 2020/21 Fire Season only 
three to four weeks away we decided 
to follow up progress on this issue with 
EMV and Nillumbik Council.

E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t 
Commissioner Andrew Crisp sent us 
an almost identical response to the 
one he provided in May, but with 
a slightly changed first paragraph 
that reads “EMV is committed to 
ensuring the Fire Danger Rating sign 
near the Warrandyte Bridge in North 
Warrandyte is operational prior to the 
2020/21 fire danger period and works 

to rehabilitate and make the sign 
operational will commence shortly.”

He then continued to advise that 
EMV is working closely with Nillumbik 
Council, the Country Fire Authority 
and the Department of Transport to 
identify the most appropriate location 
for a new Fire Danger Rating sign.

When we queried this further we 
were advised that works are about to 
commence on the sign and that it will 
be repaired and operate again in the 
same place it is now, until such time 
as another site can be agreed.

Nillumbik Council has also confirmed 
that a contractor has been engaged and 
the sign will be repaired in its current 
position before the Fire Danger Period 
commences.
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Catch up with important news and events from across 
Manningham and Nillumbik with the WD Bulletin, Warrandyte 
Diary’s newest publication.
Visit www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin for your copy.

WD Bulletin catch-up

By BILL McAULEY
WARRANDYTE bridge was blocked for 
several hours on Tuesday, September 
22, after a semi-trailer rolled on its 
side at the intersection of Kangaroo 
Ground-War randyte Road and 
Research-Warrandyte Road.

A police spokesperson at the scene 
stated that the truck had apparently 
lost its brakes coming down the steep 
Research Road hill (Sloans Hill).

The driver tried to turn the speeding 
vehicle left into Kangaroo Ground 
Road, resulting in the semi-trailer 
rolling onto its side.

The driver of the semi was taken to 
hospital after receiving a heavy knock 
to the head.

No one else was injured at the 
accident and fortunately no cars were 
coming down Kangaroo Ground Road 
at the time of the accident.

The semi had crossed the southbound 
lane of Kangaroo Ground Road and 
ended up hard against the bank at the 
side of Kangaroo Ground Road.

Ben Ramcharan, candidate for 
Sugarloaf Ward in the forthcoming 
Nillumbik Council Election has been 
advocating for improved safety on 
this road since February, and says it is 
frustrating to see yet another incident 
which could easily have been fatal 
under different circumstances.

“This is now the fifth truck crash on 

the south side of Research-Warrandyte 
Road since November 2018.

“Fortunately, as the roads are quieter 
at the moment due to lockdown, 
nobody else was hit.

“My thoughts are with the truck 
driver who has gone through a very 
traumatic experience.”

Mr Ramcharan said he spoke with 
a resident on Research-Warrandyte 
Road who has had multiple cars lose 
control at Bradleys Lane and plough 
into his fence on Research-Warrandyte 
Road.

“One driver even crashed through 
his driveway.

“He said VicRoads were able to make 
improvements on the corner, which 
has solved the problem.

“This shows that safety improvements 
can make a difference and now that 
we’re seeing more crashes at the 
bottom of the hill, we need to ask 
the Department of Transport to take 
similar action,” he said.

Benita Quine, the mother of Ana 
Quine who was injured in a crash in 
January in the same spot is angry the 
intersection remains dangerous.

“This has to stop,” she said.
She said that the intersections at 

both ends of the bridge are a safety 
concern.

“Talking to others, and in my 
experience, plus witnessing other 

near misses — the pedestrian crossing 
at the Yarra Street end of the bridge is 
so dangerous!

“Drivers seem to be  unaware of its 
purpose, myself and others have had 
to hold up a hand to say ‘I am crossing 
please stop,’” she said.

Mr Ramcharan agreed the incidents 
on Research-Warrandyte Road are 
part of a much larger problem with 
road safety in North Warrandyte, 
Research and Kangaroo Ground.

In a letter seen by the Diary, the 
Department of Transport indicated 
that they are working with their 
road safety partners to identify 
future improvements on Research-
Warrandyte Road.

The letter also indicated that 
Nillumbik Council are planning to 
construct new footpaths on sections 
of Research-Warrandyte Road as part 
of its Getting to School Safely project.

“ These projects will  enhance 
pedestrian access and safety,” the 
letter said.

Mr Ramcharan said the incident on 
Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte Road 
in June, where a 29-year-old woman 
was killed, is “a sobering reminder of 
how important it is to address road 
safety across the board.

“This is about our safety and our 
families’ safety,” he said.

By DAVID HOGG
WORK ON Stage 1 of the Lions Park 
upgrade is proceeding quickly.

If you have not already done so, you 
should take a quick stroll along the 
riverbank where you can clearly see 
the features taking shape.

The amphitheatre under the bridge 
and concrete steps leading up the bank 
are almost completed.

 Also visible is the area where the 
exercise equipment, mostly funded by 
Lions Club, will be installed.

In mid-September the carpark at 
Lions Park was fully closed off until 
early November for the completion of 
Stage 1 works, and the construction of 
new car parking facilities is under way.

The playground, which has reopened 
in time for the school holidays and is 
very popular, is reachable from the 
Bakery, from the river walking track, 
or from the riverbank carpark below 
Webb Street.

WONGA PARK residents are calling for 
improved public transport.

With the town’s only public bus, 
the 672, running from Wonga Park to 
Croydon, residents need to transit via 
Croydon to get to the city.  

A journey to Warrandyte involves 
catching three buses (or two buses and 
a train) and can take more than two 
hours on public transport.

The same journey takes seven 
minutes in a car. 

Resident Tim Gladman outlined 
his journey on the Wonga Park 
Noticeboard Facebook page:

“I work in Warrandyte and I have to 
get the 672 Ventura bus from Wonga 
Park to Croydon then a Metro train 
from Croydon to Ringwood and then 
the 364 Transdev bus from Ringwood 
to Warrandyte — and it goes via 
Warranwood, Warrandyte South, and 
North Ringwood. 

“Why would I need to catch two 
buses and a train if the place I need 
to get to is the next town over from 
where I live?” 

There is a dedicated Wonga Park to 
Warrandyte High School Bus, however 
it is only for school kids and runs twice 
per day.

Long-time Wonga Park resident 

Louise Callaghan said: “Years ago it 
was a huge breakthrough to get the 
school bus going! 

“We were told there weren’t enough 
kids to justify it, let alone consider 
everyday traffic too! 

“Not any more I think”.
With Coronavirus restrictions in 

place, Wonga Park’s lack of retail 
and public infrastructure is being 
highlighted.

Local resident Ian Dunn told the 
Diary the bus was needed particularly 
with Warrandyte being “the closest 
shops/cafes/skate park legally within 
our 5k limit”.

A Wonga Park to Warrandyte bus 
could also be used as part of a city 
commute.

A r t i e  Va n  H e n s b e r g e n  a l s o 
commented that to travel from Wonga 
Park through Warrandyte to the City 
“would be a much better choice as 
it would also stop Wonga Parkians 
backtracking to Croydon to commute 
into town.”

Candidate for Yarra Ward in the 
upcoming council elections, Carli 
Lange has said she is taking the matter 
up as an election issue.

“As your local Council Election 
candidate that is definitely an issue I 
am happy to pursue with Manningham 
Council if  elected,” she said on 
Facebook. 

The Western end of Manningham 
enjoys the Doncaster Area Rapid 
Transit Service (DART) and the 
Manningham Loop bus service, 
which gives access around Bulleen, 
Doncaster, East Doncaster, and 
Templestowe.

The Council last conducted a survey 
of local public transport in 2017 and 
found there was increasing patronage 
of all of the DART.

The repor t  agreed that  “east 
Manningham” was poorly serviced by 
public transport.

“There is a significant contrast 
between east and west Manningham 
(divided by the Mullum Mullum 
Creek corridor), in relation to the 
extent and frequency of the bus 
network. 

The bus services in the eastern 
p o r t i o n  o f  M a n n i n g h a m  i n 
Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga 
Park and Donvale are often sparse 
and infrequent when compared to 
the more urbanised areas in the 
west (Bulleen, Doncaster areas and 
Templestowe areas).”

A 2017 recommendation was made 
for PTV to investigate an on-demand 
bus service, which could be similar to 
the Telebus service that runs in Yarra 
Ranges, although there has been no 
announcement regarding anything 
being implemented in Manningham. 

With the DART planned to feed 
into the Rapid Transit bus — set 
to run along the upgraded Eastern 
Freeway when the North East Link is 
completed — perhaps is it time for the 
eastern end of Manningham to agitate 
for a Warrandyte Area Rapid Transit 
[WART?] to connect communities of 
Warrandyte, Wonga Park, Warranwood 
and Park Orchards.

Would you use a Wonga Park – 
Warrandyte Bus?

After running this talking point in 
Septembers WD Bulletin, the Diary 

Editors received this email from Wonga 
Park resident, Jenny Wilson:

“I am definitely behind the push 
for a bus service from Wonga Park 
to Warrandyte.

We reside in Wonga Park, my four 
children have all attended (and still 
attend) Warrandyte High School and 
catch the school bus (Invicta No. 12).

If they happened to miss this at the 
end of the school day they endure a 
two hour trip home via Ringwood 
and Croydon which is ridiculous.

Any communication I had with bus 
services fell on deaf ears.

Many of their friends also reside 
in Warrandyte so a catch up on the 
weekend is near impossible unless 
I drive them.

To limit traffic on Jumping Creek 
Road and on the approach to and 
from Warrandyte, a local bus service 
between two neighbouring suburbs 
is a no- brainer... in fact I can’t think 
of two other neighbouring suburbs in 
metropolitan Melbourne that don’t 
have a direct public transport link.

What would you use a Warrandyte-
Wonga Park bus for?

Should this be left to the bus 
companies, or is there a chance for 
the Warrandyte and Wonga Park 
community to take the initiative?

Let us know: 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Wonga Park bus route: The missing link
talking point

Lions Park starts to take shape

Groundhog Day as another truck comes to grief at the bridge



FREE HOME DELIVERIES MONDAY-SATURDAY

WWW.QUINTONSIGA.COM.AU
SHOP ONLINE OR DOWNLOAD THE QUINTON’S IGA APP

FROM THE APP STORE OR GOOGLE PLAY
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By SANDI MILLER
AFTER A public outcry over the release 
of the concept document regarding 
Kangaroo Ground War Memorial Park, 
which would have seen the removal of 
the fire spotter’s cabin, and Moor-rul 
viewing platform, Nillumbik Council 
has back-flipped on the plan.

The Shire of Eltham Memorial Park 
was established in 1914 in memory of 
those who served in the First World 
War.

The War Memorial Tower was funded 
by the community and was dedicated 
to those who did not come home from 
the war.

The Moor-rul viewing platform was 
erected in 2008 and recognises the 
Indigenous history of the area.

At its Ordinary Council Meeting 
(OCM) on Tuesday, September 15, 
Council endorsed the Kangaroo 
Ground War Memorial Park Concept, 
subject to the following changes:
• Retention of the Moor-rul viewing 

platform;
• improved viewing options and 

continual use of the Moor-rul 
viewing platform as site to display 
information, and

• no reference to removal of fire 
spotter cabin.
Ben Ramcharan, candidate for 

Sugarloaf in the Nillumbik Council 
elections advocated for the rethink 
on the plans, with a petition to save 
the Memorial Park, which has so far 
gathered around 1,500 signatures.

He told the Diar y ,  “Kangaroo 
Ground Memorial Tower is an iconic 
landmark, which is loved by the whole 
community”.

“It’s a true community asset but right 
now, it is under threat,” he said.

In April this year, Nillumbik Council 
took submissions from the community 
in order to develop a master plan for 
Kangaroo Ground Memorial Park.

“The community welcomed the 
potential for a plan, which would 

ensure the ongoing maintenance and 
care of this iconic landmark,” said Mr 
Ramcharan.

He  s a i d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
consultation was poorly advertised, 
and on September 1, councillors were 
briefed with a plan that would see both 
the iconic Moor-rul Viewing Platform 
and the Caretaker’s Cottage removed, 
and a large road built through the 
Reconciliation Grasslands, with a bus 
turnaround point installed where the 
cottage used to be.

“The Moor-rul Viewing Platform 
provides a peaceful and tranquil place 
to sit and enjoy the incredible views 
from the top of Kangaroo Ground, 
without even having to climb the 
tower — display panels exist around it, 
placed perfectly so as not to obstruct 
the stunning view.

“ T h e  d i s p l a y  p a n e l s ,  w h i c h 
have recently been removed for 
maintenance, recognise the rich 
Aboriginal heritage of our area,” he 
said.

At their meeting on September 
15, the councillors determined the 
Masterplan should retain the viewing 
platform and ensure the interpretive 
signage is returned.

The councillors also removed the 
following reference to the Fire Spotters 
Cabin from the plans.

“Further consultation with the CFA 
regarding the potential long-term 
removal of the existing fire-spotter’s 
cabin, to restore heritage values of 
the tower noted in the existing and 
revised draft heritage citations as 
being compromised by the cabin, 
and enhance the public’s experience 
of the lookout, and for appropriate 
interpretative signage to be provided 
to remember the important role the 
fire-spotter’s cabin has had in the 
shire and beyond.”

The redacted wording seemed to 
indicate council officers weigh the 
historical importance of the tower 

above the community safety role the 
cabin currently serves.

The back down on plans to remove 
the fire spotter’s cabin has been 
welcomed by local CFA Brigades.

However, Glenn Law, Captain 
Kangaroo Ground Fire Bridge is not 
convinced the cabin is safe.

“I suspect this will not be the end 
of the matter, so I would like to make 
residents of Kangaroo Ground and 
surrounding areas aware of the 
importance the Fire Tower has in the 
protection of the lives and property 
not just in Kangaroo Ground, but in 
the surrounding area.”

He said, from the Fire Tower, the 
observers have a good view far beyond 
Kangaroo Ground itself.

Observers can provide location 
information on fires from Mernda, 
Whittlesea through the Kinglake Range, 
Christmas Hills and Warrandyte.

“The proposal for the upgrade 
recognises the importance the fire-
spotter’s cabin has had in protecting 
the shire and beyond.

“This is a beautiful part of the world, 
but bushfires are a frequent part of 
our history.

“There has been a fire spotting tower 
on top of the Memorial Tower since 
1939 and it still plays a key role today,” 
he said.

A cabin was first placed on the Tower 
in 1974 to give the fire spotter some 
protection from the weather.

Glenn said the Tower played an 
important role on Black Saturday and 
the days afterwards.

“The current cabin was installed 
following the 2009 bushfires in 
recognition of the important role it 
plays in the protection of the local 
area,” he said.

He added the Tower also played a 
crucial role in local fires in 2013 and 
2014.

K a n g a r o o  G r o u n d  a n d  t h e 
surrounding area are supported by 
an additional two towers; one at Mt St 

Leonard and the other on Pretty Sally 
(just north of Wallan). 

With three observation points this 
allows a much more accurate location 
to be determined by triangulation and 
there are also valleys that can be seen 
from the Kangaroo Ground Tower that 
are obscured from the other towers.

“The area covered by the Kangaroo 
Ground Fire Tower is still relatively 
lightly populated and the ability to spot 
fires as soon as they start on high fire 
danger days is critical.

“Our chances of being able to control 
a bushfire are greatly enhanced if we 
can get on scene quickly.

“The Tower also plays an important 
role in helping us to locate the actual 
fire as often the reported location is at 
best vague and sometimes misleading.

He  s a i d  w h i l e  t e c h n o l o g y  i s 
undoubtedly improving, the Fire 
Tower continues to provide a very cost-
effective solution and should not be 
removed until replacement solutions 
have proven their capabilities.

More severe weather conditions are 
contributing to extreme fire behaviour, 
as was experienced in the 2019/20 
season across Eastern Australia.

“We should not be removing critical 
firefighting assets until any proposed 
replacement solutions have proven 

their capabilities,” Glenn said.
He went on to say: “I know our 

Brigade remembers and respects the 
sacrifices of those that have fought 
and died for our country and does not 
wish to diminish the importance of the 
Memorial Tower”.

“However, we do believe the Tower 
still has an ongoing role to play in 
protecting our community,” he said.

Council rethink Kangaroo Ground Memorial Park plans



The 2016 Council has decimated the professional organization, wasted our money on fruitless exercises, like 
the expensive community consultation program they commissioned and proceeded to ignore in creating a 
weak green wedge management plan, and attempted to wave through inappropriate development projects. 

Wedge Tales is committed to integrity, transparency, good governance and the preservation of the Nillumbik 
green wedge.  We have reviewed the candidates across the Shire, and we recommend that you ......

choose one of  these candidates for Sugarloaf:

Ben is commied to protecng our green wedge  from 
inappropriate development, safer roads and trails 
around the Shire and facilies for families. Having 
observed the current Council ignore community opinion 
on issues such as green wedge protecon and the value 
of community reserves in Research, Ben is standing to 
truly reflect the values of Sugarloaf residents.  

Don stands for sound financial management, for 
preserving the green wedge and for addressing 
bushfire risk. He has decades of experience in 
advising on infrastructure in Australia and 
internaonally for both government and non- 
government organisaons. He is commied to 
involving  the community in decision making

Don Vincent Ben Ramcharan

We do not recommend that you choose Narelle Campbell, Janet Holmes or Damien Crock:
Members of the PALS lobby group whose central value is that only residents lucky enough to live in Green Wedge zones should have a say on land management. 

In reality all citizens of Nillumbik and Melbourne are green wedge stakeholders. We believe these candidates are more likely to undermine the planning controls 

which protect the green wedge from inappropriate development and subdivision. Authorized by Don Macrae PO Box 75 Warrandyte Victoria 3113

Advertisement

Time for change in Nillumbik
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Council rethink Kangaroo Ground Memorial Park plans
By JAMES POYNER
IF YOU LISTENED hard enough, 
you would probably have heard the 
champagne corks popping at 1pm 
on Sunday afternoon, September 
27, when Premier Daniel Andrews 
announced the return to school for 
all primary school aged children in 
Term 4.

The Premier’s announcement that 
all primary school children would be 
returning to face-to-face teaching for 
Term 4 on October 12 is a welcome 
change after two terms of remote 
learning which has seen some cope 
well, but many not.

On October 12, Prep to Grade 6 and 
VCE and VCAL students will return to 
the classroom.

For parents with primary school-
aged children, the beginning of 
the Term 3/4 holidays had already 
signalled a brighter outlook when 
some lockdown restrictions were 
relaxed on September 14, allowing for 
more time for outdoor exercise and 
the reopening of playgrounds.

The weekend of September 20 saw 
beautiful spring sunshine and swings 
and slides a buzz with the sound of 
happy children.

The third step of the COVID Normal 
roadmap has the staggered return 
to school for all students, so if the 
October 19 target of >5 daily active 
cases on the 14-day average is 
reached, it may only be a matter of 
weeks before Years 7, 8 and 9 are back 
on site as well.

Back to school
By CHERIE MOSELEN

BIG FUN, BIG crowds — remember 
those days?

Like a lot of organisations currently, 
the festival committee met via Zoom 
to discuss planning options for 
Warrandyte’s super weekend.

Staging the event is a special effort, 
which members of the volunteer 
committee love being part of.

Sadly, however, without a crystal 
ball — and with uncertainty around 
the immediate future of large social 
gatherings due to COVID-19 — 
organisers have agreed to postpone 
festival production for March 2021.

The festival committee accepts it can 
only make informed decisions once 
official guidelines on large events 
are announced, as it will be bound 
by them.

Will there be a festival event on some 
scale next year?

Let’s hope so!
Whatever follows, the Diary will keep 

the community fully updated.
Until we can (safely) jostle our way 

past the picnic rugs to front the stage 
that’s given us talent like the Teskey 
Brothers, here are some magical 
moments from festival-yesteryear.

Warrandyte’s future festival

By SANDI MILLER
WHILE THE recent refurbishment of the 
Warrandyte South Community Hall was 
a great result, there are still some lose 
ends that need to be tied up.

The most significant of those is the 
reinstatement of the historic honour 
boards.

C a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g 
Manningham Council elections, Meg 
Downie asked raised the question of 
the whereabouts of the missing boards 
at Council’s August Meeting, as well as a 
missing weathervane from the Donvale 
Bowls Club., 

In response, Ms Downie received 
an email on October 2 from Rachelle 
Quattrocchi, Director City Services, 
which has been seen by the Diary.

I  t h e  e m a i l  M s  Q u a t t r o c c h i 
admitted: “whilst we have located the 
Weather Vane despite our efforts we 
have not found the honour boards”. 
Ms Quattrocchi went on to say Council 
officers have investigated the location of 
the Honour Boards, in an effort to have 
them re-instated. 

“We were not able to locate the 
Honour Boards and do not have a 
photo or record of the Honour Boards 
to replicate”. 

The email said there have been a 
number of staff that have since left the 
organisation, that may have otherwise 
had the local knowledge to assist 
in reproducing the Honour Boards.   
The email said Warrandyte Historical 
Society have been contacted by Council 
to see if the boards could be replicated. 

However, when asked for comment 
by the Diary, Valerie Polley, Secretary 
of the Society told the Diary they have 
not yet been contacted by Council about 
the missing memorabilia.

“I don’t know what the boards 
commemorated, but would take a guess 
at WWII,” she said.

Can you help get to the bottom of this 
mystery?

Do you have a photo of the honour 
boards from the Warrandyte South Hall?

Contact the Diary at: 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Missing memorabilia 



Ballot Paper
Manningham City Council 2020

Yarra Ward

Election of 1 Councillor
Number the boxes 1 to 4

in the order of your choice
Number every box to make your vote count.You must not use any number more than once.

  
LANGE, Carli

  
DYASON, David

 
 BRENAN, Maxine

  
DOWNIE, Meg

1

2

3

4

PLACE A 
‘1’ IN THIS 
BOX, THEN 
NUMBER 
ALL OTHER 
BOXES

Not aligned with any Party 
Authorised by D. Dyason, PO Box 117, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Vote   1
David Dyason
Manningham City Council

YARRA WARD
After these elections Manningham’s entire 
Village Zone – Yarra Ward – will only have 

one representative

Village 1 – Urban 8
Make sure your vote counts 

A BETTER DEAL FOR YARRA WARD 
Whist we are slowly getting use to multi-story developments at the 
gateway, it’s a full understanding of the Yarra Ward Villages that will help 
define us and differentiate us from that urbanisation pressure.

I stand for good Planning that allows more streamlined processes and a 
better understanding of our needs so that we can drive better policy. 

All three of our villages must have increased investment that supports 
business and community,  but with policy that enhances the character that 
we’ve nurtured and protected for this long.

Community has always been a large part of my life and now it’s time to 
contribute my experience at Council and ensure that the Yarra Ward gets 
effective representation.

I’d love to hear from you daviddyason7@gmail.com

www.livingenvironments.com.au       www.facebook.com/daviddyason7
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By SANDI MILLER
NILLUMBIK Council has adopted a 
policy of community event signage, 
which will dictate the location and 
dimensions of signs used to promote 
community events around the Shire.

The display of temporary signage is 
vital for communicating upcoming 
events to the community.

Under Council’s Amenity Local 
Law, signage cannot be displayed on 
Council Land without a permit.

In a statement, Council said the plan 
will provide:
• A consistent and transparent 

approach to managing temporary 
and community signage.

• Formal locations for the display of 
signage.

• Help to reduce visual clutter 
which detracts from the natural 

and built environment.
• Parameters to improve road safety 

by reducing distractions to drivers 
of vehicles.

Mayor Karen Egan said the new 
policy will provide an extra five 
locations where signs can be used to 
promote events.

“We have so many amazing events 
run by community groups, and this 
policy will help to effectively advertise 
those events in the best location and in 
the right way,” Cr Egan said.

“It clearly outlines what options 
groups have and what steps to take 
throughout the application process.”

“We consulted with a wide range of 
sporting clubs, markets and festival 
groups to get the best outcome 
possible for the community.”

There are three locations in Diamond 

Creek, four in Eltham, one each in 
Greensborough, Kangaroo Ground, 
Panton Hill, Research, St Andrews and 
Wattle Glen, Yarrambat and Plenty.

Nillumbik CEO, Carl Cowie told 
the Diary prior to the adoption of 
the Policy, officers reviewed all of the 
locations for the display of signage in 
order to ensure they are complaint 
with various regulations, in particular 
the Road Safety Act 1986 and the Road 
Safety Road Rules 2017. 

“The review found there were no safe 
locations for the display of temporary 
signage in North Warrandyte,” he said.

He said North Warrandyte had not 
been included in the previous version 
of the temporary signage policy due to 
safety considerations and, as a result, 
has not been included in the current 
adopted policy.

This conclusion means that there 
is nowhere in North Warrandyte to 
promote community events including, 
for example, the Warrandyte Festival, 
Run Warrandyte or Nillumbik Artists 
Open Studios.

Given the policy is explicit in 
where signage can be displayed, this 
could also see a prohibition of the 
Warrandyte Festival banners on the 
north side of the bridge.

Part of the policy referring to 
displaying of banners was removed 
during the council meeting, with 
councillors calling the displaying of 
banners (generally) “grotesque” and 
“tawdry”.

Councillor Peter Perkins saying they 
“give the impression of a used car yard”.

T h e  F e s t i v a l  b a n n e r s  h a v e 
traditionally been rolled out in March 

on both sides of the river to decorate 
the Warrandyte township for the 
Festival.

It has been a great show of municipal 
unity that two or three banners were 
placed on the northern (Nillumbik) 
side of the bridge to compliment the 
30 or so that are displayed around the 
south (Manningham) side of the town.

These have been a treasured feature 
of the festival for almost 40 years.

Despite the discussion during the 
council meeting referring to banners 
across the Shire, Mr Cowie reassured 
the Diary that the Banner Program 
only referred to banners in Eltham.

“The Warrandyte Festival Committee 
w o u l d  n e e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e i r 
requirements with the Community 
Safety Team at Nillumbik Shire 
Council,” he said.

By SUSAN FOREMAN
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL has joined 
forces with councils representing 
two million residents in Melbourne’s 
east and south east in a unified voice 
calling for urgent action for more social 
housing to end homelessness.

The 13 councils want more housing 
as the first step to address the often 
complex social and health needs of the 
region’s most vulnerable community 
members.

Providing a safe home first, as part of 
a broader social housing framework, 
is the way to stem the increase in 
homelessness.

Only then can the compounding 
set of circumstances which leads to 
homelessness be properly addressed to 
enable better outcomes for vulnerable 
people facing extreme adversity.

Homelessness is more likely to 

affect those most vulnerable in our 
society including women and children 
fleeing family violence, people with a 
disability, people living with a mental 
health condition, people living in 
poverty and marginalised groups.

The alliance of Councils has adopted 
a Charter to guide this campaign.

The Regional Local Government 
Homelessness & Social Housing Charter 
2020 was determined following a 
forum of CEOs and senior staff from 
all Councils in November 2019 and 
attended by housing providers, peak 
bodies and state government.

Research that Monash Council 
commissioned through the Council to 
Homeless Persons identifies that the 
single most powerful way councils can 
contribute to preventing and ending 
homelessness is to advocate for the 
increased supply of social housing 

across Victoria.
The Regional Local Government 

Homelessness & Social Housing 
Charter 2020 prioritises three regional 
commitments that Councils will act on:
• Work in partnership with federal 

and state government, public 
and private sector partners in a 
coordinated approach to deliver 
meaningful outcomes to increase 
the provision of social housing and 
respond to homelessness in east 
and south east Melbourne.

• Scope land within each local 
government area that has the 
potential to be re- purposed for 
adaptable housing needs.

• Advocate together for inclusive 
housing growth including 
mandatory inclusionary zoning.
Outgoing Manningham Mayor, Cr 

Paul McLeish said local government 

service providers or officers are most 
often the first responders to people 
experiencing homelessness in local 
communities.

“Homelessness is a growing issue 
and we’re pleased to join our council 
colleagues to support and advocate for 
change including more social housing 
opportunities.

“Having a safe home is fundamental 
for everyone in our communities,” 
he said.

The latest census data estimated 
that in Manningham more than 3,300 
households have been in rental stress, 
social housing or homelessness, 
which included 290 households in 
social housing and 220 experiencing 
homelessness.

“ The ons et  of  the  COVID-19 
pandemic will have pushed many 
more households into crisis situations 

where social housing is so important, 
including women and children 
experiencing family violence” Cr 
McLeish said.

The Local Government areas that 
form this collective include City of 
Casey, City of Cardinia, Frankston City 
Council, City of Greater Dandenong, 
Knox City Council, City of Kingston, 
Manningham City Council, City of 
Monash, Maroondah City Council, 
Mornington Peninsula Shire, City of 
Whitehorse, Yarra Ranges Council and 
Bayside Council.

This group is supported by Eastern 
Affordable Housing Alliance [EAHA], 
Municipal Association of Victoria 
(MAV), Eastern Region Group of 
Councils [ERG] and the Department 
of Health & Human Services (DHHS). 

For more information, visit 
monash.vic.gov.au/homelessness

Tackling homelessness in our suburbs

Warrandyte overlooked over community signage
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Advertisement

Vote 1  DON VINCENT
Independent for Sugarloaf Ward

I am seeking your vote to positively change Council so that it 
reflects community needs and supports our lifestyle and precious 

environment

I look forward to working with you, and will:
Be passionately independent
� Committed to listen to and be guided by our community
Protect the Green Wedge and the way we live
� Maintain the character of our rural and village environments
� Support our community to address and adapt to increased bushfire risk
� Assist local business and residents with COVID recovery
� Promote local climate action
Ensure sound financial planning and management by Council
� Match rates to our residents’ and business’ needs
� A fair share for Sugarloaf Ward

A fresh face to local government, backed by extensive professional and practical 
experience managing infrastructure

This is a paid advertisement. Contact: donvincent2020@outlook.com Facebook: #donvincent4sugarloaf
Authorised by Don Vincent, PO Box 226, Kangaroo Ground, 3097

Vote 1 BEN RAMCHARAN 
For Nillumbik Council, Sugarloaf ward 

This is a paid advertisement. Ben Ramcharan is a member of the Nillumbik Greens. Ben Ramcharan acknowledges that we live on the traditional land of the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation. Sovereignty was never ceded. Authorised by Greg Bailey, 18 Olives Lane, St Andrews 3761. 

Hello, my name is Ben Ramcharan. I’m 

running for Nillumbik Council, Sugarloaf 

Ward this election. 

e Council election is happening right 

now. Voting is compulsory. To have your say 

and avoid a fine, make sure you post your 

ballot by 23 October. 

For over ten years, I have loved living in 

North Warrandyte. I’ve been a tireless 

advocate for my local community and have 

spent years working hard to make Nillumbik 

an even better place to live. 

North Warrandyte locals shouldn’t have 

to put up with dangerous roads, poor 

drainage, regular power cuts and unreliable 

internet. 

Nearby in Research, the local shopping 

strip has been neglected by Council for too 

long and roads, footpaths and crossings 

have been poorly maintained, leading to 

flooding as well as unsafe driving and 

walking conditions. 

As a councillor, my priority will be to 

listen to what my community wants and to 

take action on it. I will always ask ‘What 

matters to you?’ and ‘What can I do about 

it?’. 

I have always advocated tirelessly for my 

community, including for improved safety 

on Research-Warrandyte Road and for 

better local environmental protections. 

 

My priorities include: 

 Protect our Green Wedge Shire 

 Better value for ratepayers 

 Local Climate Emergency action 

 Safer roads, trails and paths 

 Quality services for families 

 Safeguard our wildlife 

I would love to hear about what is 

important to YOU. To  learn more or to have 

your say, please get in touch using the 

details below. 

BEN RAMCHARAN 
 

P:  0476 175 359 
E:  ben@benramcharan.com 

W: benramcharan.com 

Advertisement 
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By SANDI MILLER
MANNINGHAM CITY Council and 
Warrandyte Historical Society have 
installed another four historical 
plaques highlighting the rich history 
of the township.

Historical Society Secretary Valerie 
Polley said plaques were installed on 
the Warrandyte Mechanics Institute 
on the wall facing Yarra Street 
adjacent to the path leading to the 
outdoor area, on the front stone wall 
of the Old Fire Station, on the front 
wall of the Wine Hall, and on the right 
hand side of the stone retaining wall 
behind the War Memorial.

The plaques have been installed 
on historical buildings around 
Warrandyte and join another 
five, which were installed in 2017 
at the Warrandyte Grand Hotel, 
Old Warrandyte Post Office (now 
museum), Warrandyte Bakery, 
Gospel Chapel (now Stonehouse 
Gallery) and the former Butcher’s 
Shop (now Riveresque).

The Historical Society provided 
the pictures and text and the council 
produced and installed the plaques.

The plaques tell the history of each 
building, providing residents and 
visitors an insight into the important 
history of the Warrandyte Township. 

The owners and representatives 
of the properties were consulted on 
the placement of the plaques in a 
prominent position.

The new plaques add to the rich 
fabric of Warrandyte historical 
documentation and provide a 
COVID Safe friendly way for those 
interested to engage with and explore 
the history of Warrandyte township.

A walk into Warrandyte’s history
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By ZEUS  
(Canine Correspondent)
THE NORMALLY maligned rat is not 
someone you would expect to be 
awarded a medal for bravery, but the 
Victoria Cross animal equivalent has 
been awarded to Magawa, an African 
Pouched Rat in Cambodia.

The Animal Victoria Cross, The 
Dickin Medal, is awarded for acts of 
courage and bravery.

Worldwide, Magawa is the first rat 
awarded the gold medal.

He uses his natural instincts to locate 
landmines in Cambodia, thus saving 
many lives and preventing atrocious 
injuries.

There are 80 million landmines 
around the world are lying active and 
unknown.

That is why rats like Magawa have 
been trained.

Magawa is an African Giant Pouched 

Rat — much larger than an average 
pet rat — but still light enough that 
he would never set off a landmine by 
walking over it.

Magawa began training from a young 
age after being bred by APOPO (an 
NGO) for this purpose.

He was trained using a clicker (and 
lots of tasty rewards) when he got 
near to something with the scent 
of the explosive chemicals used in 
landmines.

Almost half a century after the 
Khmer Rouge and the ongoing conflict 
that plagued the South East Asian 
country, it is estimated three million 
of the six million landmines laid across 
Cambodia are still active.

These hidden mines have sadly 
caused 64,000 casualties and it is here 
that Magawa lives and works.

Ma g aw a  h a s  b e e n  d e t e c t i n g 
landmines for the past five years.

He completely ignores any scrap 
metal lying around and is therefore 
much faster at finding landmines than 
people would be.

He can search the area of a tennis 
court in 30 minutes, something that 
would take a human with a metal 
detector up to four days.

When Magawa detects a landmine 
by the chemicals used in it, he signals 
to his handler.

They know that where Magawa 
signals is the exact location — because 
his sense of smell is so good — and so 
can dispose of the mine safely.

Awarded by the People’s Dispensary 
for Sick Animals (PDSA) the Dickin 
Medal has only been awarded to 
an Australian animal three times: 
Two carrier pigeons in WW2 and Kuga, 
an Australian military dog, for saving 
lives in an ambush in Afghanistan in 
2011.

Bomb disposal rat honoured

By SANDI MILLER
SPRING has sprung, the grass is riz, I 
wonder where the birdies is?

BirdLife Australia is asking the same 
question, and you could have the 
answer.

During Bird Week, October 19–25, 
BirdLife is asking citizen scientists to 
join The Aussie Backyard Bird Count to 
survey their local avian friends.

The annual event is a great way 
to connect with the birds in your 
backyard, no matter where your 
backyard might be — whether it is a 
suburban backyard, a local park, a 
patch of forest, a farm, down by the 
beach, or the main street of town.

With State Park and the Yarra right on 
our doorstep, Warrandyte is in prime 
position to spot a vast array of forest 

birds, water birds and urban birds.
All you need to take part is 20 

minutes and your favourite outdoor 
space — you do not even have to leave 
home, making it the ultimate COVID-
safe activity!

You can count any time of day, but 
BirdLife Australia’s chief “Bird Nerd” 
Sean Dooley said dawn and dusk are 
the best times to see large numbers 
of birds.

Birdlife Australia’s manager of the 
Aussie Backyard Bird Count, Holly 
Parsons said “The Aussie Backyard 
Bird Count is Australia’s big Bird Week 
activity, between October 19 and 25 we 
want people to take 20 minutes out of 
their day to tell us about the amazing 
birds that are in their gardens”.

Sean said “Anyone in Australia — 

anywhere in Australia — can register to 
join in, just download the app to your 
phone or head to the website”.

Get your friends and family involved 
in this fun and simple all-ages event, 
or use it for a great home-schooling 
activity.

For teachers, there is Bird Count 
curriculum-based lesson plans to get 
students involved.

The Aussie Backyard Bird count is an 
event for all Australians to participate 
in: whether you are an expert bird 
watcher or a novice, you get to count 
birds in your backyard, local patch of 
habitat, or in your neighbourhood.

Last year, Australian’s counted 3.4 
million birds during the week-long 
event, with Rainbow Lorikeets topping 
the list of the most-counted birds.

Other species that are common 
in Warrandyte also featured on the 
national leader board, including 
Australian Magpie, Sulphur Crested 
Cockatoo and the Noisy Minor. 

So, why are Rainbow Lorikeets ruling 
the roost?

According to Holly, the rise of the 
Rainbow Lorikeet highlights the 
changes in Aussie backyards over 
the past half century, with traditional 
European-style cottage gardens 
making way for native backyards 
which provide the perfect place for 
these nectar-loving birds to forage 
on the flowers of eucalypts, bottle-
brushes and grevilleas to harvest 
nectar and pollen. 

“This shows the impact that planting 
natives can have.”

As well as contributing to BirdLife 
Australia’s knowledge of Aussie Birds, 
you will have the chance to win some 
great prizes.

For more information about the 
Aussie Backyard Bird Count, see 
BirdLife Australia’s website where 
you’ll find more information about 
registering, participating, and other 
questions you might have.

Head to BirdLife Australia’s website 
and register as a Counter today.
aussiebirdcount.org.au

Turn your eyes to the skies for the backyard bird count
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…are completely dedicated to you. And with the launch of our new
Complete Home Loan, you’ve never been in better hands.

Chat to a home loan specialist today, phone Cam Mackay on 
0478 435 006 or search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Our home loan
specialists…

Fixed or variable interest rate•
Optional 100% offset account•
Free online redraw•
Loan-to-Value Ratio (LVR) tiered pricing for variable rates•

Now more than ever

we must support our

local businesses 

Beyond Blue 1300 224 636  

Lifeline 13 11 14

Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800
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By DAVID HOGG
NILLUMBIK COUNCIL hosted a two-
hour online webinar Deer Information 
Session on September 12 to address the 
continuing problem of wild Sambar 
deer causing considerable destruction 
in the shire.

A Council spokesperson has told 
the Diary “198 people booked a place 
at the deer webinar, with 270 people 
tuning in”.

This is a surprisingly high number, 
particularly as other household 
members not counted may have 
been watching as well, and perhaps 
indicates the seriousness of the deer 
problem in the Shire.

Kirsten Reedy and Michelle Hanslow 
from Nillumbik’s environment team 
provided a wealth of information on 
the origins, distribution and impacts 
of the various species of deer, but 
locals focussed on the Sambar species 
as being the ones causing most of the 
destruction in the Warrandyte area.

On hand were representatives from 
professional and sporting shooters to 

explain their positions, although none 
would be drawn on the costs involved 
or the local requirements for engaging 
them.

Increasing populations of deer in 
Nillumbik, in rural and suburban 
areas, are causing understandable 
concern for many residents.

These introduced animals are now 
widely regarded as pests, come into 
Nillumbik from the north and are 
heading south into the Warrandyte 
State Park.

The river is no barrier to them and 
they will happily swim across it.

The Diary has been following the 
problems these beasts are causing, 
and the subject was comprehensively 
covered by James Poyner in our June 
edition last year and covered the 
ongoing dissatisfaction with the State’s 
Draft Victorian Deer Management 
Strategy.

Nillumbik Shire Council has recently 
been successful in receiving two, 
one-year grants from the Australian 
Government’s Department of Industry, 

Innovation and Science Communities 
Environment Program  to build the 
capacity of the local community 
to engage in targeted local area 
deer control options via delivery of 
educational programs related to deer 
management.

This webinar was one of the 
resulting initiatives; the other is 
the Collaborative Community Deer 
Action across Nillumbik project, 
details of which you can find on the 
Council website.

The latter project will involve a 
collaborative approach which might 
include; field days, workshops, 
practical demonstrations, citizen 
science activities, and site inspections.

Our attention was drawn to the 
Deer Scan website, which can be 
found at www.feralscan.org.au/
d e e r s c a n /  w h i c h  e n c o u r a g e s 
residents to log deer sightings and 
has a downloadable app.

Feedback from North Warrandyte 
residents was that the session was 
full of good and useful information 
for those with little knowledge of the 

problems, but that those who had 
been battling the problems for a while 
found little practical advice on how to 
handle it.

Fencing to exclude deer is very 
expensive and causes problems to 

the natural flow of other native fauna 
particularly kangaroos and wallabies.

One North Warrandyte resident on a 
two-hectare block had tried to engage 
sporting shooters but fell foul of getting 
approval from police and agreement 
from some neighbours for them to 
operate on his property.

As he said “It only takes one person 
in five within earshot of a gun to refuse 
to agree and you can’t cull them; and 
in Warrandyte that pretty much means 
no shooting”.

His approach to professional shooters 
found that they were expensive, and it 
was not worth their while to look for 
one or two deer on a smaller block 
when they could cull tens of deer at a 
time on a larger rural farm block.

Another  resident  on a  blo ck 
over three hectares had engaged a 
professional shooter at a fee and he 
had culled four deer.

Certainly, it was clear that Council 
at this time is happy to provide advice, 
but not to financially subsidise any 
culling operations.

Deer session provides information but no solution

The hills and valleys of Warrandyte and its surrounds are currently filled with colourful flowers.  
North Warrandyte resident JOHN ELLIOT sent in these sumptuous snaps of the local flora.

Springtime for Warrandyte 
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By DON HUGHES
MUSIC AROUSES the spirit.

It can heighten both sorrow and joy.
Songs are entwined with war and its 

associated suffering.
Song can also inspire hope and 

resilience.
Working in aged care afforded me 

a wonderful insight to the power of 
music and song, making a deep and 
lasting impact.

Music can awaken sleeping souls 
and bring alive vivid memories.

We’ll Meet Again
As I moved about the facility tending 

to maintenance issues, invariably I 
would stumble into various groups 
undertaking an array of wonderful 
and creative activities.

M o s t  p o p u l a r  w e re  v i s i t i n g 
musicians and artists, or musical 
sessions run by the staff.

Some, just ad hoc and informal, 
were thoroughly enjoyed by the 
residents and staff alike: puppet 
shows, playing instruments of all 
kinds and singing, both group and 
individual singing was encouraged.

I was intrigued and bewildered at 
just how words and melodies of long 
forgotten songs can emerge, from 
somewhere deep inside.

Often with gusto and deep emotion, 
these sessions could evoke powerful 
memories.

Oh, When the Saints
Just like a football team singing the 

club song, deep emotions and a sense 
of bonding can be revealed.

Sheer joy, and yet also repressed 
sadness, can also emerge from song.

Most cultures use music and song to 
record, teach and celebrate life.

Aboriginal  people have used 
singing, dance and instruments to 
pass on learning, tell stories and 
commemorate all aspects of life since 
the dawn of time.

A n t h e m s  ( b o t h  f o r m a l  a n d 
informal), chants (like the Maori 
Haka), religious hymns (from all 
faiths) along with instruments 
(bugles, bagpipes and drums etc) 
can evoke stirring responses.

Each conflict has produced its 
own anthems that provide auditory 
pathways that take us to that time 
and place.

 Pack up Your Troubles in Your Old 
Kit Bag 

T h e  G r e a t  Wa r  ( W W I )  s a w 
particularly Europe awash with 
conflict.

For many Australians, it involved a 
long separation from loved ones in 
far-flung lands.

Many never came home. 
For those who did come home, 

many were never the same. 
It’s a Long Way to Tipperary and 

Pack up your Troubles in Your Old 
Kit Bag were classic songs of that era.

I’ll Be Home for Christmas
WWII, another global conflict, saw 

the influence of many American 
singers; Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald, 
The Andrew Sisters and Bing Crosby.

The British singing sensation Dame 
Vera Lynn only passed away this year 
aged 103.

S h e  i n s p i r e d  m a n y  a n d  i s 
remembered as a symbol of resilience 
and hope during the war years. 

Her classic songs were: We’ll Meet 
Again and The White Cliffs of Dover.

Other great songs from this era are: 
Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, Shoo Shoo 
Baby and I’ll be Home for Christmas.

We Gotta Get Out Of  This Place
Vietnam was a controversial war, yet 

it produced many great songs.
Green, Green Grass of Home by Peter 

Wagoner, Fortunate Son by Credence 
Clearwater Revival, Leaving on a Jet 

Plane by Peter Paul and Mary and 
Purple Haze by Jimi Hendrix.

Other great songs of this era 
included; We Gotta Get Out of This 
Place, These Boots Are Made for 
Walking, When I Die and Sitting on 
the Dock of the Bay.

Australian artists too, made their 
mark. 

A series of concerts are fondly 
remembered by our diggers with such 
artists as Col Joy and Little Patty.

Later, I Was Only Nineteen  by 
Redgum became a national anthem, 
as did Khe Sanh by Cold Chisel.

When the War is Over
Particularly in the latter half of the 

20th century, Peacekeeping missions 
abounded for Australia.

One song that resonated the 
emotional connection to these 
humanitarian forays was,  When 
the War is Over, sung by both John 
Farnham and Jimmy Barnes.

Dust of Uruzgan – A Sapper’s 
Lullaby

Australia’s longest war was in 
Afghanistan. 

Fred Smith emerged as one of 
the great singer/songwriters of this 
period. 

Spending time embedded with the 
diggers on the ground gave him a 
unique perspective into the harrowing 
experiences of our mostly young, men 
and women. 

A Sappers Lullaby is probably his 
most stirring and potent song from 
this conflict. 

His others include; Live like an 
Afghan, Taliban Fighting Man and 
Wind and Wind. 

In 2015, Lee Kernaghan released his 
powerful remembrance song, Spirit of 
The Anzacs.

Music from the Homefront 
To pay our respects for a “Locked 

Down ANZAC Day” this year, a virtual 
concert was beamed into our lounge 
rooms. 

Music from the Homefront ANZAC 
Parade also payed homage to our 
warriors on the COVID-19 frontline.

A rich smorgasbord of artists 
performed from their homes and did 
us proud – from Barnsey, to Archie 
Roach, Missy Higgins to the Wiggles.

Music and songs can give us hope 
and resilience. 

They also can awaken deep emotions 
– both joy and sorrow. 

Songs of  remembrance are a 
powerful legacy of conflict.

Songs of war and remembrance
The powerful legacy of music and conflict

By JOCK MACNEISH
JACK MURPHY was a soldier who 
served with the 2nd AIF in the Pacific 
during WWII.

He survived well into his 90s and 
was regarded as a living treasure by 
all who knew him.

Jack himself treasured two scraps of 
paper which he proudly framed.

The first was an original print of the 
address given by General Sir Thomas 
Blamey, Commander in Chief at the 
signing of the Japanese surrender on 
September 9, 1945.

The second was a letter written by 
Loredana, a 12-year-old schoolgirl. 

It was pressed into his hand while 
he was marching in the ANZAC Day 
parade in 2013.

In Sir Thomas Blamey’s address, 
he did not recognise Japan as an 
honourable and gallant foe, but that it 
would be treated with due and severe 
courtesy in all matters.

That mattered a lot to Jack, but 
Loredana’s letter mattered more. 

Her letter offered thanks to a man 
who gave up the six best years of his 
young life to defend his country.

It meant a great deal to Jack.
It means a great deal to all of us.

Remembering Jack Murphy
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LANKY LEGGED lambs were frolicking 
in the paddocks.

Ducklings were being rescued from 
the pool.

The IGA magpie was back with helmet 
shattering force.

Yes.
Spring had sprung and I was all for it.
Well I was.
Then it got windy — real windy —and 

then I wasn’t all for it.
Some trees came down.
I was much happier when these trees 

were upright, branches attached, and 
roots happily burrowed down in the 
soil.

More importantly, I was happier 
when these trees weren’t resting on 
the powerlines creating their own 
four-month-too-early Warrandyte New 
Year’s Eve fireworks display.

I had never been so popular, as texts 
messages came in thick and fast.

Yarra Valley Water telling me not to 
drink the water.

Ausnet informing me that there was a 
power outage.

The poo division of Yarra Valley 
Water informing not to use the toilet as 
the pressure pumps for the sewerage 
require power.

Yep.
Shit was about to get real.
In case you had been wondering, what 

could be better than Stage 4 lockdown? 
I can provide the answer. 
Stage 4 lockdown with no water, no 

power and no sewerage. 
That’s what. 
But that’s ok, I’ve still got gas, right? 
I’ll boil the water on my gas cooktop. 

Hmm, just need to find some matches 
to manually light it. 

The house is a bit cold. 
I’ll put the gas central hydronic 

heating on. 
Hmm, it needs power to turn it on 

and control it. 
I’ll light the fire to warm the place. 
Hmm, still can’t find the elusive 

matches.
That’s it — I’m off to work. 
I’ll just have a shower before I go. 
Oh my,  there are not  enough 

expletives in Roget’s Thesaurus to 
describe what happened next. 

My brain registered that nano-
second too late, after my heart stopped, 
that instantaneous hot water needs 
electricity. 

God bless the Warrandyte Branch of 
the Bendigo Bank and their strategically 
placed automatic defibrillators.

As I drive down the driveway, I glance 
back at my roofline and get blinded by 
the early morning sun reflecting off the 
solar panels that cover my house. 

Alanis Morrissette was correct: isn’t it 
ironic, don’t you think? 

Yep. 
That solar needs electricity to work.
During the few blissful hours I was 

at work, the real tragedy was gradually 
unfolding at home.

One by one, disorientated teenagers 
emerged from their lairs as all the 
mobile phones and laptops in the house 
went flat.

Introductions were made as they all 
found themselves sitting at the kitchen 
table staring at each other.

It was like a Hunger Games style team 
building exercise.

Uniting against the unfamiliar and 
hostile environment.

Actually talking to each other as they 
had to work out how to make toast 
without a toaster, cook bacon and 

eggs and debate which was worse to 
drink, lukewarm milk or cool pool 
water?

It was while I was driving home that 
I received the devasting news from 
Ausnet. 

A text cheerfully proclaiming that the 
power would be back on in four days. 

Four. Days. 
Just like a four-day camping trip. 
But at home. 
With no camping gear.
My hopes of sliding through the door 

unnoticed are thwarted. 
Three sets of expectant eyes swivel 

towards me with light sabre accuracy, 
boring through me with such naked 
thirst for hope and leadership.

Unfortunately, I’m more Jar Jar Binks 
than Obi Wan Kenobi. 

An odd body shape full of useless 
words and no practical skills. 

The light is fading, I’m thirsty, smelly, 
cold, hungry and curious to know if my 
pelvic floor is up to what is being asked 
of it, I slump to the ground. 

Six months of ISO and I’ve finally 
been broken. 

Popping my Air Pods in, to escape my 
reality and regroup, The Hilltop Hoods 
cops me in the feels.

“I’m good, I’m good, but not great
How are you? ‘Cause I’m kinda awful”
They were also on point when they 

declared 2020 is “nothing but an 
unshaved ballbag”. 

I’m not even sure what that means but 
it’s buoyed me back up. 

I’m ready. 
As you, my dear reader are well aware, 

when backed into a corner, I always ask 
myself “What would Bear Grylls do?”

I leap into action. 
Commando rolling out to the garage 

and into the car, I plug my phone into 
the charger and order take away like 
a boss. 

Fish-tailing it down to IGA before 
curfew, I Jedi my way through the uni-
directional aisles, using the force to 
lob matches, headtorch batteries and 
bottled water into my trolley. 

Junk food that doesn’t need cooking 
or cooling, bags of ice and a camping 
lantern (who would’ve thought) get 
added to my bounty. 

Just call me Yoda.
Thirst quenched, tummies full, fire 

crackling in the hearth we play never 
before opened board games by torch 
light.

Game after game, day after day, 
packet of chips after bag of Darrel Lee 
liquorice bullets, we head towards 
the promised land of electricity and 
hot showers, we bow at the altar of a 
working sewerage system.

Oh, how this year has changed my 
priorities. 

Especially after too many bags of 
bullets.

A n d  ju s t  l i k e  t hat ,  s o m e o n e, 
somewhere has flicked a switch. 

The household hums to life as lights 
blaze on, phones get charged and the 
internet is back at our fingertips. 

Freshly showered, I smile contentedly 
as I slide towards sleep, admiring the 
flashing lights and blaring alarms of the 
50 overflowing sewer pits in our street. 

Yes. 
The year 2020, what a shit storm.

By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado

2020: the year that keeps on giving

By SUSAN FOREMAN
THE CURRENT pandemic has caused 
social isolation, affected community 
wellbeing, and has caused massive 
disruption to businesses.

To combat these detr imental 
effects of COVID-19, Rotary Club of 
Templestowe along with Manningham 
Rotaract have created the Connecting 
Manningham program.

President of the Rotary Club of 
Templestowe, Brian Negus said the 
program identified three ways the 
Connecting Manningham initiative 
could assist:
• Connecting to neighbours and 

spreading kindness: Through the 
spread of goodwill and positivity 
through an online presence, 
encouraging others to do the same, 
and to create a space that inspires 
community connection in a 
manner different from a traditional 
service organisation. 

• Connecting to services and 
business and supportinglocal: 
By creating platforms for local 
businesses to promote themselves 
on our page and connecting 
our members to the vast variety 
of community services that are 
remaining active throughout the 
pandemic. 

• Connecting to programs and 
meeting new people: The 
initiative has been facilitated by 
Manningham Rotaract in the 
creation of four months of online 
programs, on the Facebook page. 
The programs have included 
cooking classes, personal training, 
arts and crafts, book clubs, 
university seminars, make up 
tutorials, story time for younger 
children, yoga, meditation and 
more. 
Tutors have volunteered their time 
to make the classes open, free, and 
accessible. 

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  C o n n e c t i n g 
Manningham Facebook group has over 
600 members including almost every 
major service within the municipality 
such as Manningham Council , 
Doncare, Manningham Learns, Living 
and Learning at Ajani.

Brian said the first few months have 
been about delivering Phase 1 of the 
program “to build the community 
through engaging online content and 
developing a shared understanding 
and appreciation for connection”.

He said the program is looking to 
evolve very soon, having successfully 
made it past its “pilot phase”.

Phases two and three of the initiative, 
which are set to commence in the 
next two months, will see further 
development and expansion of 
the program to support broader 
community benefit.

“We have just received great news 
of a significant Community Health 

and Wellbeing Grant from the City of 
Manningham, which will enable us to 
deliver our planned extensions of the 
program. 

Brian said there are three aspects to 
these further initiatives.

• Spreading kindness through the 
connection of volunteers: To 
create opportunities for services 
to post their need for volunteers 
and connect them with perspective 
individuals within the community.

• Creating a platform to connect 
the public to businesses and 
services:  Through partnership 
with numerous organizations 
and services, we will be creating a 
business and service search engine 
designed to allow organisations to 
market themselves more openly 
and inspire local growth.

• Diversifying our program 
catalogue inviting opportunities 
for new tutors: They will be 

opening up our program catalogue 
to exterior members of the 
community who may wish to 
facilitate their own sessions on 
topics they are passionate about.
This will give the opportunity for 
residents of Manningham to share 
their knowledge in an exciting and 
modern way.

Brian said none of this would have 
been possible without the dedication 
of the two clubs.

“ We  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s 
opportunity to thank the individuals 
within both the Rotary Club of 
Templestowe and Manningham 
Rotaract who have gone above and 
beyond for their community.”

If you would like to be involved 
or learn more, visit www.
facebook.com/groups/
connectingmanningham

Connecting community to overcome adversity

WE ARE ALL champing at the bit 
to simply feel the freedom of the 
Victorian countryside, to feel grains 
of sand under our feet, to be lulled to 
sleep by the roar of the ocean.

When the green light is given, 
why not get off the beaten track and 
experience Victoria’s beautiful beaches 
and coastlines that stretch out for 
almost 2,000 kilometres.

Take in pristine landscapes ranging 
from sandy beaches, wetlands and 
heathland to forests, sheer cliffs and 
rocky shores.

National, State and coastal parks 
cover much of the coastline, with 
more than 20 marine parks and 
sanctuaries protecting the waters up 
to 5.5 kilometres offshore.

Explore Gippsland’s Ninety Mile 
Beach and stay at Lakes Entrance to 
enjoy the golden sands — ideal for 

swimming, beach fishing or just lazing 
about in the sun.

Prefer a bayside holiday?
Spend your summer at one of the 

many family-friendly beaches on the 
Mornington Peninsula.

For a fun day trip, take the ferry 
from Sorrento to Queenscliff for some 
beachside cycling and barbecued 
seafood.

The Peninsula’s rainbow-coloured 
bathing boxes have provided a 
colourful backdrop to countless swims 
and lazy beach days all along the coast 
of Port Phillip Bay.

While technically no more than a 
shed, with no water or electricity, many 
of the historic bathing boxes have been 
passed down through generations and 
remain in high demand.

Found on beaches from Mount Eliza 
and Dromana to Rosebud and Portsea, 
these iconic bathing boxes are the 
Peninsula’s symbol of summer and 
have become a tourist attraction in 
their own right.

For seaside hamlets and rugged 

landscapes travel the rugged Great 
Ocean Road, where the 12 Apostles 
stand guard on the edge of the 
Southern Ocean.

Visit the seaside towns of Torquay, 
Lorne and Apollo Bay, stopping by 
the famous Bells Beach, which plays 
host to the annual Rip Curl Pro surf 
tournament.

Alternatively, take in the sights at The 
Nobbies in Phillip Island.

Watch seals play at Seal Rocks or 
catch the sunset at Cape Woolamai, 
where the pink granite offers a stunning 
backdrop to the wild Bass Strait.

Our borders may remain closed for a 
while longer but there is plenty to see 
and do safely right here in our very 
own state.

Carolyn Allen is the owner of 
Warrandyte Travel and Cruise – 
working remotely!
Email or call her for more local 
travel ideas:  
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au 
or phone 03 9844 2477

Almost time to enjoy Victoria’s beaches and coastlines
travel

By CAROLYN ALLEN

Take a wander along the famous white sand 
of Squeaky Beach, Wilsons Promontory

Mornington Peninsula’s Colourful Bathing Boxes



Thank you Victoria. 

As hard as this is, every sacrifice we’re making is making 

a difference. But we can’t stop now, or lose everything 

we’ve worked for. We will get through this together.

For details go to vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS
Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

EVERYTHING

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

WE’RE DOING IS
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Elections 2020: On the campaign trail

NILLUMBIK

SUGARLOAF
MANNINGHAM

CURRAWONG
MANNINGHAM

MANNA
MANNINGHAM

YARRA

Maxine Brenan, standing as candidate 
for Manningham City Council, Yarra 
Ward.

The community has changed over 
the past months and I think that we 
need to try new ways of looking at local 
government.

Our community needs to heal, and 
local government is well placed to 
change and support all the new services 
that residents need.

Local Business needs to be well 
supported and helped in its return to 
pre-covid.

I have engaged in many local projects 
and believe that now is the time to really, 
work and make our local community  a 
place of action.

I promise that if elected I will give my 
service to Manningham City Council at 
only an excellent level.

I am running as an independent and 
so I can synthesise lots of different 
opinions.

I am a health worker and a teacher; 
I  have also worked with at r isk 
groups such as young offenders and 
the homeless and my broad base of 

experience gives me insight into various 
societal problems.

Vote for a candidate that is committed 
to the community.

Vote for Maxine Brenan

Maxine Brenan

Authorised by Maxine Brenan, P.O. box 20,Park Orchards 3114.

By JAMES POYNER
CAMPAIGNING for the 2020 Local 
Elections has begun and, as we go 
to print, ballot packs are being sent 
out and households across Victoria 
will have been receiving campaign 
material from candidates in their letter 
boxes and seeing them on their social 
media feeds.

Once your ballot pack arrives, it will 
need to be returned, by post, no later 
than 6pm, on October 23.

The Victorian Government has 
published a detailed breakdown of 
what campaign activities are permitted 
under the various Steps of their 
roadmap to COVID Normal.

For candidates in metro-Melbourne, 
with the Premier advising the earliest 

we can go to Step 3 is October 19, 
candidates in those electorates will 
have to rely on mail boxes, newspapers 
and social media to get their message 
out.

Under Step 1 and Step 2, candidates 
and their campaign team are permitted 
to conduct letterbox drops, and bill 
poster activities within the ward they 
are campaigning for. 

Door knocking, public meetings 
and face-to-face campaigning is not 
permitted.

Social media, radio, television and 
printed campaigns and interviews 
are able to go ahead with limited 
restrictions.

This is in addition to the 300-word 
statement each candidate is afforded 

the opportunity to supply in the ballot 
pack.

History shows that a public figure’s 
ability to effectively harness the power 
of a new communication tool can 
make or break them.

From the first televised presidential 
debates in the United States of America 
in 1960 which historically dubbed 
John F. Kennedy as “the first television 
president” for his effective use of the 
“new” medium of television to speak 
directly to the public, to Donald 
Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign 
which was significantly bolstered by 
his use of Twitter, a platform that to this 
day still plays a big role in commentary 
and analysis of his time in the White 
House.

The effective, and ineffective, use of 
social media platforms has become 
part of the fabric of national politics 
both here and around the world.

 COVID-19 may mean the October 26 
local elections may be won and lost on 
the succinctness of their words and the 
savviness of their social media.

The Warrandyte Diary  reaches 
communities in both Manningham 
and Nillumbik and has been in contact 
with local election candidates in the 
Wards of (Manningham) Yarra, Manna 
and Currawong; and (Nillumbik) 
Sugarloaf, Swipers Gully, Bunjil and 
Ellis.

The Warrandyte Diary Editors took 
reasonable efforts to contact the 55 
candidates who are campaigning for a 

seat in one of these seven wards.
We have printed the supplied 

candidate statement from each 
candidate who responded to our 
request and supplied the Local 
Government Act 2020  compliant 
documentation.

In the interest of fairness, those 
candidates who are running in a given 
ward who were unable to supply the 
requested information have also been 
listed.

Candidates are listed, from left to 
right in alphabetical order.

Candidate Statements have been 
formatted for ease of reading with our 
newspaper column format and are 
otherwise printed as received.

I wish to continue to work for the Yarra 
community, which I served for eight 
years as your councillor.

I’ll be your voice at the Council table 
and always advocate to maintain the 
rustic rural character of Yarra, avoiding 
excess development with no high rise.

My priorities are:
Our children: I’ll invite schools to 

visit the Council chamber for a mutual 
exchange of ideas and to hear your 
needs.

Small business: I’ll advocate for rate 
relief for affected businesses and fast 

track permits for outdoor dining.
Fire preparedness: with recent rain 

residents need to be able to clear and 
dispose of garden waste at no cost. 
Council must maintain its parks and 
verges.  

Maintenance of our parks : I’ll 
advocate for Council to urgently 
address the issues in 100 acres and 
enforce local laws.

Kindergartens: More funding is 
needed to provide expanded facilities. 
I’ll work with State MPs for funding 
opportunities.

Sports Clubs: I’ll seek opportunities 
to help clubs to recover and attract new 
members and the provision of better 
facilities for females.

Seniors: I will liaise with seniors’ 
clubs informing them of Council 
services and be their advocate for better 
services and facilities.

Dog walking: as a dog owner I value 
the many places I can walk my dogs. We 
need to be aware of sensitivity areas and 
keep dogs onleash. I’ll advocate for a 
secure off leash area in Yarra. I got one 
in Donvale I’ll work for one in Yarra.

Community connectiveness: Our 
neighbourhood houses are a valuable 
part of our community and must be 
properly funded and supported.

Our youth: I’ll advocate to establish a 
youth council to be your voice

Infrastructure: I’ll work with residents 
to find your priorities.

VOTE 1 Meg Downie for a councillor 
who listens.

meg4yarra@gmail.com
0428 502 839

Meg Downie

Authorised by Meg Downie PO Box 3116, The Pines 3109.

P o s t  C O V I D  w e  h a v e  n e w 
opportunities and challenges.

Council  must support those 
opportunities and be cognoscente 
of the challenges they present.

Both our small businesses and the 
disadvantaged must be supported 
as we emerge.

We now all have to accept that 
d e v e l o p m e nt  mu s t  f o c u s  o n 
sustainability and zero net emission, 
with far more creative input into fire 
management strategies.

This isn’t controversial.

But any development close to the 
Yarra River or throughout the Yarra 
Ward sends shockwaves to anyone 
who lives to protect the natural 
environment that Manningham has 
managed to retain.

We live here because we love what 
our environment brings into our 
lives.

And whilst some see the beauty in a 
newly emerging orchard, and others 
in a steep and challenging bicycle 
track, it is the agreements we devise 
to share the spaces that bring us 

together as a complex community.
New ways need to be developed 

to clarify our understanding of 
planning rules and the way they are 
applied.

L e t ’s  n o t  su r p r i s e  ou r  n e w 
neighbour with the news that their 
trees are important.

Council is a forum, a source of 
information and communication, 
and it is my mission to help bring 
these things together so that, as the 
pressure of urbanisation knocks on 
our door, we can all talk the Yarra talk 

of Village life.
Wonga Park, Warrandyte and 

Park Orchards (the Yarra Villages) 
require special attention and I will 
bring that attention to the table at 
Manningham Council.

David Dyason

Authorised by D Dyason, PO Box 117, Warrandyte 3113

I have been honoured to serve the 
diverse needs of all Yarra Ward residents 
since 2011, as a Warrandyte advocate.

I am a local leader who reflects 
the values of our community, and 
understands most needs, pressures and 
pleasures that come with life over four 
generations in our ‘leafy green’ Ward.

I am proud to report that I have 
embraced change by putting the needs 
of residents, local businesses and 
environment first.

Local council has the greatest 
influence on our unique environment 

and I promote innovative decisions to 
secure its future.

My teaching background has taught 
me that difference between people 
strengthens us, and conflict is best 
resolved when all parties are heard.

As an Independent (no political 
affiliation) Councillor, I will listen to 
our community (AUTHENTIC), I work 
towards achieving the best results for 
our community (PROACTIVE) and I am 
accountable (TRANSPARENT).

My priorities extend to; I will defend 
our Green Wedge to work towards the 

protection of local reserves, parklands 
and sporting facilities, including cycling 
and walking connections.

My support for maintenance of 
community infrastructure, school 
mentor programs, health and the 
support services for families and 
older residents is paramount, as is my 
desire to help Council control costs, to 
minimise future rate increases.

Environmental and community 
security, incorporating CFA alerts, 
fire risk assessment, traffic congestion 
and responsible development rather 

than overdevelopment for ongoing 
sustainability.

MP Ryan Smith quotes :  “Carli 
has demonstrated a passionate 
commitment to supporting our 
community, as well as a willingness to 
bring people together for a common 
goal.”

Innovative decisions to secure 
our future; authentic, proactive and 
transparent advocacy.

Vote 1 Carli Lange. 
https://about.me/carlilange, www.

facebook.com/langecarli

Carli Lange

Authorised by Carli Lange, 46 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte.
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I’m standing as an independent 
candidate, not a member of any 
political party.

I’ve lived in Manningham for 50+ 
years.

I have your interests at heart, just an 
ordinary ratepayer who wants quality, 
value for money, and transparency.

My commitment is to represent 
your concerns to Council, being your 
spokesperson for Manna Ward.

In 2021 we need to rebuild and I want 
Council to focus on supporting local 
businesses, sporting groups, and not 
for profit organisations in Manningham 

Bounce Back 2021.
We need to get back to basics, 

providing high quality services such 
as Council childcare, well resourced 
kinders, and community care.

W e  n e e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r 
infrastructure such as footpaths, roads 
and parks.

Ill support the Council introducing a 
Food Organics Green service.

Councils  performance can be 
improved in a range of areas, including 
how we consult  with residents, 
customer service, I believe we can 
move from good to great.

I l l  o p p o s e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e 
development and protect our valuable 
neighbourhood character.

We need to be smarter and more 
efficient and provide better value for 
your rates.

I know many have been disappointed 
with the performance of some of our 
Councillors, especially the recent sell 
out on the North East Link, the decision 
to increase Councillor remuneration, 
some questionable Councillor expenses 
and the decision to increase Council 
rates as people are doing it tough in the 
community.

You deserve better!
I believe in good governance, and 

creating genuine opportunities for all 
our citizens to engage and participate 
in decisions that affect them.

Ill promise availability and will listen 
to you with interest, compassion and 
empathy.

I’m optimistic  about a  bright 
future and believe that together as a 
community we can respond positively 
making Manningham the most livable 
city in Australia.

Ben Frawley for ‘Manningham 
Bounce Back 2021’

Ben Frawley

Authorised by Ben Frawley PO Box 3116 The Pines Vic 3109

Vote 1 Darryl.
One of you, not one of them.
Party politics is looking at your local 

council as a plaything for furthering 
their broader goals.

As a totally unaligned candidate, I 
offer something different.

Honest representation for the 
residents and businesses of Manna 
Ward, and the people of Manningham.

I live in Hope Ave in Manna ward and 
for 28 years I have raised my family in 
or adjacent to the City of Manningham.

Tunstall Square in Manna ward has 
always been our local shops.

My boy’s attended Donvale Christian 
College and my youngest still does.

I helped establish the Donvale 
Magpies at the Donvale Oval, and my 
youngest plays Cricket with St David’s.

Ten years on committee at Little 
Athletics  and now Secretar y of 
the Doncaster Athletic club has 
led to two Life Memberships, but 
more importantly,  an excellent 
understanding of the inner workings 
of the community group and Council 
relationship.

Recently I have negotiated with 
council  over the Athletic Track 

lighting upgrade and the provision 
of a new pavilion for the adjacent 
Cricket and football Clubs, ultimately 
achieving successful outcomes for the 
community.

While running my own small business, 
I was president of Manningham Youth 
and Family services, sourcing funding 
from Council and State government 
and overseeing the development 
and delivery of recreation, housing, 
outreach and disability services.

Work recognised with a community 
service award from Donvale Rotary, 
and a Menzies Community Australia 

Day Award.
Writing this feels like I am seeking 

recognition.
Not so.
I simply wish for you to know that 

aside from a demonstrated desire 
to serve the community, I bring 
years of experience representing the 
community to the council.

Vote for me so I can work for you on 
both sides of the fence.

My Mobile 0433 075400

Darryl Kilmartin

Authorised by Darryl Kilmartin, 5 Hope Avenue Donvale

I am running for Council because I 
want to see Manningham transform 
post-COVID in a way that protects our 
community and has Manningham 
leading the pack, not playing catch-up.

I grew up in Donvale so I understand 
how even the smallest of changes in our 
community can make a massive impact 
on our collective future and wellbeing.

I love our green spaces, our walking 
tracks, our amazing local shops, and 
I love the opportunities to participate 
in sporting clubs and recreation in 
the community, participating myself 
in many sports growing up, including 

coaching gymnastics.
As our community grows, we must 

advocate for better public transport that 
fits our needs and protect our urban 
greenery and neighbourhoods from 
overdevelopment.

With my background in urban 
planning, design, and architecture, 
I  hav e  t h e  k n ow - h ow  a n d  t h e 
passion to improve the quality of our 
neighbourhoods and create a more 
resilient local economy.

That is why I am proud to be standing 
for Manna ward at the Manningham 
City Council.

If elected, my priorities will be: 1) 
Get urban planning right, ensuring the 
community is 

always first and our precious green 
spaces are preserved and improved.

2) Take environmental action, such 
as moving to renewable energy, which 
will reduce the electricity cost, and 
introducing new waste strategies 
that increase recycling and reduce 
unnecessary waste going to landfill.

3 )  I n v e s t  i n  s m a r t  c o u n c i l 
infrastructure that will save money 
in the future, allowing more to be 
allocated to community projects. 

This means your rates will be better 
purposed in our community, driving a 
strong local economy.

My Greens endorsement is a display 
of my values and commitment to the 
community, environment, fact based 
transparent decision-making and to 
increasing accountability.

There is so much Manningham 
City Council can do to support the 
community, and as your councillor I 
will stand firm in your interest.

Please contact me at facebook.com/
tomaslightbody or tomas.lightbody@
gmail.com.

Tomas Lightbody

Authorised by T.Lightbody 1/45 William Street, Melbourne, VIC 3111

I’m a hard working father of four grown 
children.

I have 25 years’ experience in IT in 
roles up to CEO level, and 10 years at 
Merrill Lynch.

I have been President and Treasurer 
of the Donvale Rate-Payers Association, 
helping to defeat a major development 
at VCAT.

During my two terms on Council I’ve 
worked hard on many sub-committees, 
and I’ve been honoured to serve as 
Mayor 3 times.

I am seeking your support for re-
election as an independent community 

Councillor who continues to act with 
responsibility and integrity.

Building a sustainable future requires 
sound debt-free financial management, 
re s p e c t f u l  a c c o u nt a b i l i t y ,  a n d 
a commitment to improving basic 
infrastructure (local roads / drains, 
building more footpaths, improving 
parks & community / sporting facilities).

I will continue using my business 
experience to help Council in both 
controlling costs and investing in 
technology to improve services.

When COVID19 hit, the Council 
relied upon their new IT capabilities 

to keep services operating, and there’s 
more to be done.

If re-elected I will continue to 
pursue tougher planning controls in 
Manningham, and to enable more 
investment in affordable housing.

Preserving our beautiful city’s green 
expanses and supporting those in need 
are key to maintaining live-ability for 
our diverse community.

So far I‘ve increased protection from 
non-residential overdevelopment in 
lower density areas, and now all large 
developers must pay a 5%+ open space 
contribution that’s invested in the new 

10-year Public Open Space and Public 
Toilet strategies.

We’ve cut emissions by 25%, and 
I’m determined to continue reducing 
Council’s greenhouse pollution.

I f  e l e c t e d  I  w i l l  p u r s u e  n e w 
environmental goals for Manningham, 
including a further 25% reduction in 
greenhouse pollution through multi-
council purchasing of renewable power, 
a 21st century waste transfer facility, 
and separating glass/food waste for 
recycling.

Vote 1 Paul McLeish 0481 192 556 
paulcmcleish@gmail.com 

Paul McLeish

Authorised by Paul McLeish, 14 Heads Road Donvale

Authorised by Narelle Campbell, PO Box 1152, Kangaroo Ground 3097
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Dr Peter Clark has lived in Manningham, 
Currawong Ward, for over 25 years with 
his wife (Libby) and two children (now 
adults).

His children attended Milgate 
Primary School and East Doncaster 
Secondary College.

Peter obtained both a Bachelor 
degree followed by a Doctorate in 
science (physics) over 35 years ago.

To d a y  h e  i s  a  c o n s u l t a n t  t o 
Governments, Academia, and Industry 
in innovative areas of science and 
technology.

Peter has extensive Executive level 

experience in Leadership Teams in 
the Government, Private, and Not-for-
Profit sectors.

Working successfully with a wide 
range of Private, Corporate and 
Government clients, he has developed 
strong negotiation and communication 
skills, and applies science-based 
reasoning to decision making.

Now working only part-time, Peter 
has the time and energy to devote to 
representing the community at council 
meetings, events and activities.

Peter supports a cap on rate rises, and 
will ensure that Manningham Council 

delivers value for money services to 
which locals are entitled.

Peter is particularly keen on Keeping 
Manningham Beautiful, with more 
attention directed to stopping graffiti 
and keeping walkways, parks and 
waterways clean of rubbish and well 
maintained.

Peter recognises Manningham’s 
multicultural community, and will work 
to represent the views of the majority 
of residents in Council deliberations.

Peter Clark

Authorised by Dr Peter Clark, 2 Carmen Close, Doncaster East 3109

Hi, I’m Alex, a lifelong Doncaster East 
resident, and your local candidate.

I’m running for Currawong Ward in 
this year’s council election because I 
want to see our council provide more 
support to our beautiful and unique 
community, and I believe that this starts 
with listening to the community and 
communicating back regularly.

This ensures the issues that matter 
to you are heard. I would host ward 
meetings in a local council venue on 
a regular basis, and have these events 
livestreamed so people can engage 
and watch them from their homes or 

devices.
COVID-19 has affected how we live 

our lives, and is causing unseen stress 
on people and businesses throughout 
Manningham.

I would look to defer council rates 
for at-risk households and families, 
improve and expand council’s support 
services, especially for our youth and 
elderly, and support business as much 
as possible.

For example, I would move to refund 
council permits that are unused such 
as street trading permits.

L iving in  D oncaster  East  has 

exposed some focus areas that I 
would concentrate on initially. These 
areas include; examining residential 
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m i n i m i s i n g 
o v e r d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i m p r o v i n g 
community facilities, improving public 
park spaces, and addressing road traffic 
and public transport issues within 
Manningham.

I will extensive experience from 
working in government and industry in 
areas including contract management, 
project management, policy issues and 
transport operations.

I am also a community representative 

on the North East Link Community 
Liaison Group, and a board member 
of the Eastern Metropolitan Regional 
Council of Adult, Community and 
Further Education to guide me further.

Ultimately, the issues that matter to 
you will matter to me.

I will be the councillor that listens, 
acts, and delivers.

Please contact me via email at 
a l e x 4 ma n n i ng ha m @ g ma i l . c o m, 
phone at 0481 355 668, or via Facebook 
at  ht t p s : / / w w w . f a c eb o o k . c o m /
Alex4Manningham

Alex Law

Authorised by A. Law PO Box 3116, The Pines VIC 3109

“Getting things done.
That’s my personal motto.
As your local councillor, I promise 

that I will work as hard as I can to get 
things done for Currawong.

I have been a local resident for over 
a decade.

In that time, I’ve developed a deep 
passion for our community and I want 
to devote all my efforts to improving it.

I know its full potential: we can be a 
place where you can feel a real sense 
of belonging and pride, regardless of 
whether you’re a retiree or a student, 
whether you’re raising a family, or living 

the independent life.
To achieve this, I have the following 

priorities: supporting the COVID 
recovery; revitalizing local parks; 
ensuring responsible development; 
growing local arts and culture; creating 
a safe, secure community; and cutting 
wasteful spending.

I can guarantee energetic leadership 
and an incredible work ethic to fight for 
your interests.

My background in the fields of 
management consulting, law and IT 
ensures I have the problem-solving 
expertise, communication skills and 

technological capabilities to tackle 
all the modern challenges of being a 
councillor.

At the same time, I believe that it’s 
the people in the community who best 
understand its needs.

I  look for ward to l istening to 
your concerns and inspiring your 
participation at every stage of the 
decision-making process.

We are strongest when we are all on 
board and working together toward a 
common goal.

With your help, and your vote, we can 
make Currawong a place you can be 

proud to call home.”

William Ruan

Authorised by William Ruan, 32 Pine Hill Drive, Doncaster East 3109
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Candidates Mary Clarke, Kim Cope, Rhiannon Jorgensen, Meg Millner and Vincent Edward Robert Scaturchio 
are also running in Sugarloaf Ward but were unable to provide a statement in time for publication.

It’s about you. Your safety. Your family. 
Your home. Your rates.

I am an independent candidate and 
am not a member of a political party.

I will advocate strongly for you.
The next term of council will focus 

on the coronavirus pandemic and 
recession: responding to it, learning to 
live COVIDSafe, and recovering from 
its effects.

Recovering our health and wellbeing.
Recovering businesses and our 

economy and supporting local business.
Recovering social and community 

networks including sports, arts and 
groups.

In Sugarloaf we have additional 
pressures of: high council rates; high 
fuel loads; and housing insecurity in 
rural areas.

These pressures place us, our families, 
our homes, properties, flora and fauna 
at increased risk.

I have spent most of 2020 working on 
disaster response, firstly for bushfire, 
and then the coronavirus pandemic.

I am employed as a senior project 
manager and strategic planner.

This involves: policy, strategy, planning 
services, engagement, preparing 
funding submissions, budgeting, risk, 
using evidence to inform action, and 

implementing funded initiatives.
I have experience achieving business 

performance improvement and budget 
cost savings.

These are relevant skil ls  for a 
Councillor.

My family live on acreage in Christmas 
Hills in the green wedge with our dog, 
chickens and horses.

Our property is mixed grazing and 
bushland.

We maintain and manage it to improve 
the quality of grazing areas, preserve 
the indigenous biodiversity of bushland 
areas, and for our safety, family and 
lifestyle.

Maintenance and management 
support local small business. I am a long-
term volunteer, serving my second term 
on the Nillumbik Council Environment 
and Sustainability Advisory Committee.

I believe government’s role is to 
support and empower resident self-
determination, safety, health and 
wellbeing. It should support useful 
engagement and strong communities.

I believe in integrity, transparency 
and value for money, particularly 
government money which is your 
money.

It’s about you.

Narelle Campbell

Authorised by Narelle Campbell, PO Box 1152, Kangaroo Ground 3097

For more Sugarloaf candidates see over.

Candidate Andrew Conlon is also running in Currawong Ward but was unable to provide a statement in time.
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I’ve loved living in North Warrandyte for 
the past 13 years but I believe we’ve been 
neglected by Nillumbik Council.

We deserve better.
As a North Warrandyte resident, I’m 

committed to working hard for my 
community and will be a strong advocate 
for this area.

I’m running for Council because I love 
this area and I want to protect it.

I will fight hard for the Green Wedge 
and the communities within it.

I ’v e  s p e n t  y e a r s  c h a m p i o n i n g 
local issues such as environmental 
protection, road safety, climate action 

and neighbourhood character.
I’ve done this as part of numerous 

groups such as Warrandyte Community 
Association, Friends of Nillumbik, 
Nillumbik Greens and Nillumbik Climate 
Emergency Action Team.

My priorities for North Warrandyte 
include protecting Green Wedge; looking 
after our section of the Yarra; preserving 
l o ca l  n e ig hb ou rh o o d  c ha ra c t e r ; 
increasing walkability; improving 
drainage to solve the flooding problem; 
and improving road safety including on 
Research-Warrandyte Road, where we’ve 
now seen five serious truck crashes since 

November 2018.
To find out more about me and my 

stance on key local issues, visit my 
website - benramcharan.com.

If there are any further issues that 
matter to you, please contact me on 0476 
175 359 or at ben@benramcharan.com.

Vote [1] Ben Ramcharan for a strong 
voice for North Warrandyte.

Ben Ramcharan

Authorised by Greg Bailey, 18 Olives Lane, St Andrews 3761.

I am Graham Clark, a candidate for 
Sugarloaf Ward, where I have lived with 
my wife Maryanne and family since 
1973.

I have worked in Hurstbridge, 
Diamond Creek and Kangaroo Ground.

Welove this area, we live on acreage.
It is very disturbing for us in summer 

due to fire risk, we have had many fires 
and will continue to do so.

It is vital to keep up the maintenance 
to try and reduce the consequences.

I’m not sure if we will ever reduce our 
fire threat, our seasons can be so hot 
and of course we don’t want to clear 

too many trees and vegetation, it’s a 
delicate balance.

I think the defeat of C81 and C101 
was a great victory, it taught us to think 
that we can defeat these threats to our 
quality of life and the quality of our 
properties.

There are places here in the green 
wedgewhere people like to live in the 
bush and that’s their prerogative and 
there’s no reason to try and change 
anything.

People are free to live where they 
want without interference.

The main focus in the next term will 

be about supporting our community 
to move forward to recover from the 
Coronavirus restrictions.

Our community businesses will 
reopen, our children will get back to 
school safely and many others back to 
work.

Our focus will be on health and 
inclusive support as our community re-
adjusts to normality.

I’m very keen to see our sporting 
clubs with strong attendance and safe 
community spirit everywhere, from the 
very young to the elderly.

Finally if you would like to support 

me fill out your ballot as follows: 
Graham Clark 1, then from the top 3, 
16, 10, 12, 11, 4, 15, 9, 8, 2, 5, 14, 7, 13, 6.

Graham Clark

Authorised by Graham Clark Po Box 67 KANGAROO GROUND VIC 3097

I am 55, lawyer & small business owner, 
standing in Sugarloaf - 10 years resident 
in Kangaroo Ground - CEO of a nationally 
operating tourism business for 25+ years.

Since 2014 our family have operated a 
health & fitness business in Eltham.

With my wife Sarah, we have four adult 
daughters.

Since 2016 I chair the Working Group 
of Nillumbik Pro Active Landowners, a 
representative group comprising 1500+ 
landowners & their families across 
Nillumbik, responsible for maintenance 
of approximately 90% of the Shires 
footprint.

I  am national spokesperson for 
Australia’s Commercial Ballooning 
Industry for 20+ years.

Honest, consultative representation 
for diverse ranges of people, covering 
wide ranges of subjects, is central to my 
professional career.

I plan to bring that focus to Nillumbik 
Shire Council if elected.

Motivation to stand comes from lived 
experience since 2016.

Landowner representation long 
absent and unheard is essential, not 
unrepresentative influence of few active 
extreme environmentalists.

Distortion of views of landowners, 
(the majority cherish & maintain superb 
landscapes) must be countered.

I will eradicate division, denigration, 
distrust & uncivilised behaviour - toxic 
features of Nillumbik.

I  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t r a j e c t o r y  o f 
improvements delivered by outgoing 
Council, particularly of Councillors Egan 
and Ashton.

Uncertainty in Victoria, Australia & 
globally, calls for safe hands, not radical 
direction change.

I will overhaul corrupt vegetation offset 
scheme administration.

I will resolve land tenement size 
determining suitability for dwellings - 
ensuring young families can purchase 
vacant Nillumbik blocks with confidence 
to design, build & inhabit our Green 
Wedge.

Implementation of comprehensive 
bushfire mitigation plans is essential.

Like most landowners, I reject outright 
further subdivision in our Green Wedge.

Please vote by filling out your ballot 
paper - putting numbers next to each 
candidates name as follows:

CROCK 1, then 16, 10, 12, 11, 4, 15, 9, 8, 
2, 5, 14, 7, 13, 6, 3.

Damian Crock

Authorised by Damian Crock PO Box 310 KANGAROO GROUND VIC 3097

I am standing in Sugarloaf ward where 
I live.

In 2016 my family was fortunate enough 
to move to Kangaroo Ground.

We’ve been on a steep learning curve 
(capeweed is the devil) but the natural 
beauty of the Green Wedge makes every 
day a joy and I love calling this part of the 
world home.

Shortly after, I joined the Nillumbik 
Green Wedge Management Plan 
Community Panel in the hope of doing 
whatever I could to maintain the natural 
beauty of the region and connect with 
our community.

Through this Panel, I was able to 
help produce notable, strong, and 
comprehensive plans for managing and 
preserving the Green Wedge.

I firmly support of sensible regulation 
to maintain the character of  the 
Green Wedge and to safeguard it from 
inappropriate development and natural 
disasters, particularly fire, which with 
the effects of global warming making 
themselves ever more apparent is an 
increasing threat. Without thoughtful 
economic management, Nillumbik risks 
the dubious honour of having the most 
expensive rates in the state, not a prize 

most of us are happy to win.
I will support Council to investigate 

further opportunity for the establishment 
of Community Battery storage and solar 
generation systems that generate power 
for local community use, not just for one 
building. This would also provide power 
in the event of blackouts.

I have previously served the community 
as Secretary for the Chime Community 
Choir, as well as sitting on the boards 
of various kindergarten, school and 
community committees.

I have my Masters in Human Nutrition 
and support local growing collectives.

I  br ing the values  of  honesty, 
sensibleness, and responsibility to every 
role I take up and I will bring those values 
to Council if elected. 

Janet Holmes

Authorised by Janet Holmes Address 240 Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Road, Kangaroo Ground

Local councils are responsible for; 
Town Planning, Social Planning, Public 
Libraries, Waste Collection, Child Care 
and Local Roads.

I intend to keep it about local issues.
Regarding Town Planning in Nillumbik: 

I stand for the Green Wedge, in other 
words responsible development in 
appropriate places; Environmental 
Officers with the funding and power to do 
their job, If it’s in the Rural Conservation 
Zone it’s strictly for rural use.

Social Planning: our formerly once 
cohesive community has become 
divided because of poor management.

We need to rebuild through community 
consultation and engagement, as well 
as bringing people together through 
festivals, art programs and well-funded 
community hubs.

Public Libraries: They get my support 
to continue to grow their innovative 
programs.

Waste Collection: I will restore the 
green waste recycling scheme and 
provide incentives to assist local business 
to move to zero waste.

Waste can be dealt with better on a local 
level; it’s time we stopped shipping the 
problem away.

Child Care: this is big on my agenda, 
as a grandmother I am aware of parents 
and children’s needs, open spaces to play 
and run free; playgrounds, reciprocal 
free child minding so parents can have 
a break, nature playgroup, footpaths for 
parents with pram and opportunities for 
parents to meet other parents.

Local Roads: we need more footpaths 
and bike trails that join but as someone 
concerned about maintaining the natural 
feel of our community I insist they 
are built sensitively and not ploughed 
through wildflowers and sensitive sites 
Large trucks have no place on unsealed 

or single lane urban roads.
Help me to help maintain and improve 

our beautiful community.

Carolyn-noel

Authorised by Carolyn-noel, PO 226 Kangaroo Ground, 3097

Authorised by Sue Aldred, PO Box 237, St Andrews VIC 3761

Authorised by Cath Rutten 57 Valias Street, North Warrandyte, Victoria 3113

Authorised by Charlotte Sterrett, 9 Osborne Rd, North Warrandyte, VIC 3113

Authorised by Karen Throssell 541 Henley Rd. Bend of Islands 3097
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I live in Research and I love our local 
community.

I’m running for Council because 
Research residents deserve a voice. 
Research is too often forgotten by 
Nillumbik Council.

Too much money is spent in Eltham 
and not enough in Research.

The ratepayers of Research deserve 
better! Research needs a pedestrian 
crossing opposite the CFA on Research-
Warrandyte Road.

Research’s shopping strip needs a 
facelift with better toilets, a gathering 
space, improved landscaping, more 

vegetation and community artwork, such 
as a mural.

We need more exercise equipment, 
playgrounds and BM X tracks  in 
Research’s community reserves.

I  w i l l  p r o t e c t  n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
character in Research by ensuring new 
developments are appropriate.

I will make sure Nillumbik Council 
enforces rules to keep dogs on-leash 
on the Aqueduct Trail and to ensure 
dog owners put their dog poop where it 
belongs - in a bin.

I will push for more money to be spent 
on protecting Research’s unique local 

environment and supporting community 
events in Research.

Vote for me, Virginia Ruchel, for a voice 
for Research!

Please vote from top to bottom, 
numbering the boxes in the following 
order: 13, 2, 5, 6, 8, 12, 3, 9, 4, 15, 16, 10, 
1, 7, 11, 14.

Virginia Ruchel

Authorised by Sue Aldred, PO Box 237, St Andrews VIC 3761

I have lived in North Warrandyte for 
seventeen years. My husband grew 
up here and his family have been in 
Hurstbridge for generations. My two 
daughters have grown up here, attending 
local schools and we have been involved 
in sporting, arts and local community 
and action groups. I love this area and 
feel privileged to be able to live near the 
Yarra, in such a natural environment 
and just an hour from one of the best 
cities in the world. I have worked as 
a staff member at Nillumbik Shire 
Council for about seven years in various 
areas of community service. When the 

current Council came in, the workplace 
culture changed drastically. I have seen 
committed and knowledgeable staff 
pushed out, costing ratepayers $3.2 
million in redundancy fees and resulting 
in community values, expertise and local 
understanding of this unique area eroded 
from the organisation. Nillumbik has a 
passionate, educated and knowledgeable 
community of citizens. We have a unique 
perspective of the places where we live. 
These qualities have been consistently 
undermined by the Council who have 
treated the community as something to 
‘get around’ rather than a valued asset 

to be consulted and collaborated with. I 
believe in preserving our Green Wedge, 
not just for local citizens but as the lungs 
of Melbourne which they were intended 
to be. If elected, I will develop a Council 
that is committed to combating the effects 
of Climate Change. I will consult with 
the Indigenous custodians of this land 
and value their expertise and culture. 
Most importantly, I want community 
consultation and respectful debate to be 
cornerstones for our Council.

Cath Rutten

Authorised by Cath Rutten 57 Valias Street, North Warrandyte, Victoria 3113

I am proud to call North Warrandyte 
my home and for the last  15 years I 
have enjoyed living in this beautiful and 
precious part of the world.

My day job is working in international 
development supporting poor and 
marginalised communities move out 
of poverty, but in my spare time, I am 
a volunteer and ally on issues I care 
about including climate change and 
environment, animal rights, and social 
justice.

The double disasters of COVID-19 and 
climate change are affecting Nillumbik 
and require the Council to take urgent 

action to protect people’s lives and 
livelihoods.

Already bushfires are a reality for 
Nillumbik and climate change is 
supercharging them to an extent that is 
affecting the long-term viability of living 
safely in the green Wedge.

I stand for taking urgent action on 
climate change to prevent bushfires from 
destroying communities.

I stand for preventing inappropriate 
development, by ensuring that higher 
density is limited to our designated zones.

I stand for thriving communities and 
access to decent jobs for all.

I believe in responsible representation, 
community participation, and inclusive 
decision-making. As your voice on 
Council, I will listen to you and voice 
your concerns so that you can be heard 
and be part of the decisions affecting you 
and your loved ones.

I believe that Nillumbik can provide 
a better and prosperous future for its 
residents in ways that are socially just, 
support thriving economies, and preserve 
our unique environment.

I will bring a fresh, honest approach to 
my work if elected and will be proud to 
serve my community as your voice for 

Sugarloaf Ward.

Charlotte Sterrett

Authorised by Charlotte Sterrett, 9 Osborne Rd, North Warrandyte, VIC 3113

Thirty years ago I moved from Fitzroy 
to North Warrandyte because I wanted 
my daughters to grow up in a close 
community surrounded by bush.

I was lured by the idea of a Green Wedge 
and the notion of government designating 
green areas around the city to prevent the 
creep of rapacious developers, with a 
protected area of bushland operating as 
the lungs of Melbourne.

While my girls attended local schools 
I took advantage of being in such a 
connected and diverse community.

I managed the local (Warrandyte) 
Neighbourhood house for 13 years, 

becoming involved in the local paper 
(as The Diary poet!), being a member 
of FOWSP and later a member of 
Warrandyte CAN (Climate Action Now.)

As a writer I also loved the fact that I 
had moved into an area with a vibrant 
arts community which was then strongly 
supported by our council.

Sadly I have watched the deterioration 
of all these priorities at the hands of the 
current Council, which seemingly has 
little interest in fostering community 
cohesion, the arts, or in protecting our 
precious environment.

Because it is now dominated by 

narrow sectional interests it has taken 
the unbelievable step of challenging the 
very basis of the Green Wedge, ignoring 
the results of a conclusive community 
consultation.

This has prompted me to run for 
Council.

I am not aligned to any political party, 
and as well as broad ranging and long-
term community involvement, I believe 
I have the skills to be effective.

My previous work as a trade union 
researcher taught me how to negotiate 
and manage conflict; and as Manager 
of Equal Opportunity in several large 

public organisations I was responsible 
for developing policy and ensuring its 
implementation.

Please vote 1 Throssell, Karen with the 
suggested ballot order 12, 3, 4, 5, 6, 13, 2, 
7, 14, 15, 16, 1, 8, 9, 10, 11.

Karen Throssell

Authorised by Karen Throssell 541 Henley Rd. Bend of Islands 3097

As an independent candidate, I commit 
to have the new Council address four 
urgent issues.

I have the time, energy and qualifications 
to back up this commitment.

1 .  M u c h  i m p r o v e d  f i n a n c i a l 
management.

The current Council has squandered 
money, increased debt and left the next 
Council with a significant financial 
repair job.

2. Restore morale and rebuild expertise 
within the Council’s professional staff.

The current Council presided over 
shocking staff turnover which was 

costly in ratepayers’ dollars and more 
importantly, the loss of corporate 
memory and experience.

Ratepayers need a stable, professional 
and competent organisation to ensure we 
get best value from our rates.

3. The new Council must take seriously 
its job as the custodian of the Nillumbik 
Green Wedge.

Too often the current Council has 
undermined the Green Wedge and 
failed to protect it against inappropriate 
development.

The current Council  needlessly 
threw out the existing Green Wedge 

Management Plan, wasted half a million 
dollars on a consultation process it then 
ignored.

Protecting the Green Wedge, supporting 
agriculture and our urban amenity and 
lifestyle needs to be woven into the way 
the Nillumbik Council does business.

4. We need to adapt to climate change, 
and in particular the Council needs to 
more vigorously address the increasing 
risk of bushfire.

As a resident in the Rural Conservation 
Zone my commitment to addressing 
these issues is backed by decades of 
professional and practical experience 

in managing both public and private 
businesses, and advising on infrastructure 
in Australia and internationally.

Nillumbik is a great place to live.
We need to work hard and smart to 

keep it that way.
Vote 1: Vincent, Don with suggested 

voting order down the ballot: 12, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 13, 1, 6, 14, 15, 16, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.

Don Vincent

Authorised by Don Vincent, PO Box 226, Kangaroo Ground 3097
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Vital for the future of Ellis Ward.
A rate freeze, reliable internet 

and infrastructure upgrades are the 
solutions to ensuring our economical 
and emotional future.

It is vital that our council look forward 
and embrace strong financial and 
technological management, together 
with a proactive approach, to long 
overdue upgrades of the swimming 
pool and footpaths as well as a new 
library, community hub and BMX-
sports park.

Ellis Ward and in particular, the 
Diamond Creek area, is the heart of my 

community.
It’s the heart of business and integral 

to our wellbeing.
As a member of Nillumbik’s Economic 

Development Advisory Committee, 
we have delivered digital-awareness 
education, guides and networking 
programs.

I am committed to working with local 
business to help growth and harness the 
digital environment.

I migrated to Australia, from the rural 
community of Guntur in Southern 
India, almost 20 years ago.

Coming from 10 generations of 

famers, an appreciation of land and 
agriculture is in my blood.

Continuing in the family tradition, 
we care for and breed rare and heritage 
poultry, from our home in Kangaroo 
Ground.

Fo r  2 5  y e a r s  I ’v e  w o r k e d  i n 
technology, most recently the last 15 
years I’ve been consulting to medium-
level business on hardware, software 
and telecommunications networks for 
Cisco Systems.

L ike many,  COVID has  taken 
a toll on our family, compounding 
when our home-business, in online 

recruitment and technology start-ups 
was decimated.

My wife, Joy is true to her namesake, 
she works as a business analyst for 
an energy provider and we have two 
children, six and three years old.

I assure you my intention to run 
for  cou nci l  i s  underpinne d by 
accountability, responsibility and 
transparency.

For more information on my policies 
please visit -  www.facebook.com/
venu4ellisward

Venu Metla

Authorised by Venu Metla PO BOX 260, Kangaroo Ground VIC 3097

Candidates Naomi Yvettefried and Peter Perkins are also running in Ellis Ward but were unable to provide a statement in time for publication.
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I first decided to stand for election in 
Swipers Gully as I was outraged that 
Council tried to sell our community 
reserves.

I believe we need a representative that 
lives in our community who is focused 
on getting things done.

I have lived in Swipers Gully with my 
family for 11 years.

I’m a Community Development 
Officer with 25 years work in our 
community, including mental health 
education, youth work, bushfire 
recovery, and supporting groups such 
as the Eltham Men’s Shed.

I am determined to advocate for a 
Nillumbik Council that consults with 
community genuinely. I will re-activate 
Swipers Gully Ward meetings.

My local priorities to connect our 
community include; a safe pedestrian 
crossing across the Hurstbridge railway 
line to connect Swipers Gully with the 
Eltham North Community Precinct, the 
immediate delivery of the Leane Drive 
traffic lights and improving the links 
between local parks.

I support a zero increase in council 
rates. 

Good financial management of the 

budget is essential.
This year with the difficulties we 

have faced during the pandemic, many 
businesses and families will need long-
term support.

I am passionate about giving youth a 
seat at the table.

If elected I will; create a Nillumbik 
Youth Strategy and work with the 
community to improve youth facilities.

Another focus for me is the renewal 
of Nillumbikls Climate Change Action 
Plan, including investigation of 
community-based solar and energy 
generation to reduce our local carbon 

footprint and electricity bills.
I will ensure Council supports a 

thriving and healthy Green Wedge.
From my extensive community 

work within Council, I have the skills, 
knowledge and experience to know 
how Council operates and how to get 
things done.

Vote 1 Frances Eyre and please 
number your ballot in the following 
order: 2, 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11.

Frances Eyre

Authorised by Frances Eyre, PO Box 1033, Research 3095

I’m a retired university lecturer and 
research scientist.

I’ve lived with my wife and daughters 
in Eltham for 27 years.

Our beautiful community is under 
threat – the current Council tried to 
sell off our reserves, old Shire Office 
and War Memorial sites to developers.

Moreover, this Council has wasted 
more than $1,000,000 in failed projects, 
left us with at least $6,900,000 or more 
in debt despite their well-publicised 
promises to “better” manage finances 
and reduce debt to zero during this 
term.

I want to change this.
I’ll stand up for our community’s 

character and the Green Wedge.
It’s why I was actively involved in 

the Save Community Reserves and 
old Shire Office sites campaign as a 
member of the Eltham Community 
Action Group.

I also know how to deliver.
I’ve been President of St Helena SC 

Council for the past 9 years.
I initiated and lead a project that has 

secured $19.7 million from the State 
Government for a school rebuild and 
world-class sporting facilities for local 

community use.
I know how to bring people together 

to get results.
I was a member of the consultative 

committees for  the re-opening 
o f  t h e  TA F E  c a m p u s  a n d  t h e 
Banyule-Nillumbik Tech School at 
Greensborough, currently a member 
of the committee to establish the 
Eltham area Community Hospital and 
secretary of the BNLLEN Board.

As an experienced Board member 
and Chair, I know how to consult 
widely and effectively, ensure well-
informed decision-making and protect 

ratepayers’ interests.
I’m not a member of a political party 

and never have been.
I won’t spend time selfishly playing 

party politics like many of Nillumbik’s 
current councillors do instead of 
fighting for our community.

With your support, we can restore the 
focus on our community and protect 
our neighbourhood character.

We deserve much better!
Contact me at johnfecondo@gmail.

com.

John Fecondo

Authorised by John Fecondo, 3 Kirwin Avenue, Eltham 3095

I promise to stand up for Swipers Gully.
The 2017-2020 Council neglected 

Swipers and even tried to “repurpose” 
our local parks, all while trashing the 
Shire budget.

I estimate Council’s grandstanding 
rates decisions since 2017 will strip 
around $25m out of our funds over the 
next decade.

Naturally we want lower rates but that 
means higher charges or fewer, poorer 
services.

And guess what?
Budgeted user fees for Council 

services in 2020-21 are 60% higher 

than in 2016-17.
We face difficult choices.
I will work with the community to 

repair Nillumbik’s budget.
I bring logical thinking, experience in 

economic research and public policy 
and a commitment to good governance 
via informed financially sustainable 
policies.

I regularly attend Council meetings, 
and I claim credit for getting Council 
to make available the recordings of its 
proceedings.

I will advocate to have the Leanne 
Drive-Main Road lights removed from 

the Fitzsimmons Lane program to get 
the job done.

This key infrastructure for Swipers is 
long overdue.

I have lived in Swipers for 29 years 
and our kids have grown up here having 
attended Eltham North Primary and 
Eltham High where I was on School 
Council for some years.

We chose to live in Eltham because 
of the Green Wedge Shire’s leafy 
environment.

I am not and have never been a 
member of any political party.

I am a member of Friends of Eltham 

Lower Park and I have been Friends of 
Nillumbik’s Treasurer since 2016.

My vision for Nillumbik is of a 
community that protects the Shire’s 
unique biodiversity, environmental and 
physical assets and supports its people 
to achieve their personal goals.

I ask Swipers people to vote 1 Haszler 
and number the ballot top to bottom 3, 
2, 6,5, 1, 7, 4, 11, 10, 9, 8.

Henry Haszler

Authorised by Henry Haszler, PO Box 1076, Research VIC 3095
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Eltham is renowned for it’s natural 
beauty, it’s history with the arts and 
strong community spirit.

I am a person who cannot sit back 
and do nothing when I see our beautiful 
area under threat.

This led to my involvement with the 
Save Community Reserves campaign 
and organising the rally that saw over 
3,000 people marching in protest 
sending a loud message to the current 
council.

This Council’s wanton focus on selling 
off public assets and wasting millions 
of dollars on reviews that they have no 

intention of acting on has to be stopped.
Trying to keep rates low by selling 

assets and borrowing money is 
irresponsible.

We need councillors that are in touch 
with all of our community and are not 
just using us as a stepping stone to a 
career in State or Federal politics.

I have lived in the area for over 55 
years.

One of five children from the Coutts 
family, we went to school at Eltham East 
and Eltham High.

Our family have been heavily involved 
in local sport: the Wildcats, Panthers, 

Redbacks and the Lower Eltham Cricket 
club.

My youth was spent at Montsalvat 
performing in plays and music 
p e r f o r m a n c e s  w i t h  S e b a s t i a n 
Jorgensen.

I have been running the Chocolate 
Lilies Community Choir for 26 years.

H a v i n g  s t u d i e d  M u s i c  a n d 
C o m m u n i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
education, I worked for Eltham Council 
as a Youth Worker and also organised 
many music concerts and programs.

I was also a member of an advisory 
group to the Council that led to the 

Eltham Arts Award (now Nillumbik) 
and the Alan Marshall Short Story Prize.

Protecting our natural environment 
has always been important to me 
leading to my involvement with 
campaigns such as Saving the Eltham 
Copper Butterfly, Wingrove Park’s 
beautiful Manna Gums, and trying to 
save the Old Shire offices.

Nerida Kirov

Authorised by Nerida Kirov, PO Box 1063 Bundoora, 3083

I want future generations in Nillumbik 
to enjoy the same opportunities and 
lifestyle that I had growing up in our 
Green Wedge.

I was born and raised in the Nillumbik 
Shire. Our unique lifestyle is the main 
reason we live here in Eltham and 
Research.

Overdevelopment is deteriorating 
our way of l ife.  I  will  initiate a 
Neighbourhood Character Strategy and 
Tree Canopy Plan to ensure planning 
outcomes which respect the leafy 
amenity of our town.

I live in Eltham, attended local 

schools and have lived in Nillumbik 
for over 25 years.

Traffic management has not kept up 
with population growth in Eltham. I 
will initiate streamlined bus and bike 
access to upgrade traffic flow, and will 
not accept any further delay for the 
promised Leane Drive traffic lights.

I will make it easier to get around 
our community with improved street 
lighting, footpath quality, and street 
tree management, and upgraded 
facilities and maintenance for our 
beautiful trails to make walking a safe 
and accessible option for getting about.

Protecting your household budget is 
more important to me than growing the 
Nillumbik Council Budget.

This year I successfully petitioned 
Council to freeze rates to keep more 
money in our pockets and protect 
local jobs.

We cannot risk unaffordable rate rises 
in the current recession.

I will implement an innovative eco-
tourism and sustainable business plan 
to help revive our local economy.

I know what it means to be accountable 
for business decisions with a career 
working for large tech companies and 

Government. Nillumbik needs to listen 
more and be user-friendly.

I am approachable, engaged, and will 
actively consult with you.

I am passionate about our home and 
am asking for your support so we can 
move Nillumbik forward together.

Zac Lombardo

Authorised by Zac Lombardo, PO Box 3196 Eltham 3095

My name is John Melocco and I moved 
to Nillumbik 10 years ago.

I live with my wife Caroline and two 
children.

We have always been active in the 
local community as members of school 
council, volunteering as a soccer coach 
and I was the Red Parrot during the 
‘Save Our Community Reserves’.

Professionally, I work in corporate 
finance and provide funding solutions 
to small businesses across Australia.

Being responsible for making million-
dollar decisions is a daily activity.

Politically, I was a Liberal Party 

member many years ago but left 
disappointed given the change in 
direction.

I actually care for the environment 
and look to a contemporary future.

Plus, you cannot be a current member 
of a political party or employed by 
a Political Party and call yourself 
independent, that’s ridiculous.

And treats the voters as fools.
I chose this area based on many 

factors and I am now standing for 
council as I’m disappointed in seeing 
our neighbourhood slowly eroded 
by this council under the disguise of 

development.
I’m not against development as long 

as its sustainable and appropriate.
The current council promised fiscal 

responsibility which has not occurred.
Then again, our previous councillor, 

sold up and moved out before his term 
expired.

How committed is his anointed 
successor?

It’s easy to call for lower rates as a 
cheap slogan.

But is it responsible?
We forget, a significant reason for our 

higher rates is due to a Former Premier 

Jeff Kennett, re-drawing council 
boundaries and handing Banyule the 
industrial zone of Montmorency.

Reducing our tax base.
R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  o u t c o m e , 

I’ll continue to fight for Nillumbik 
Residents.

In completing your ballot paper, I 
recommend the numbering the ballot 
from top to bottom 

3, 2, 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 10, 9, 8
Keep Nillumbik Beautiful. John 

Melocco.

John Melocco

Authorised by John Melocco. PO Box 2457, Lower Templestowe, Vic, 3107
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I’m Hannah, I  work and live in 
Hurstbridge with my partner. We 
love this community, and are active 
community volunteers. I’m running 
for Council because I want to see better

representation of younger people in 
local politics. Change is happening at 
an ever accelerating

rate. We need a forward thinking 
C o u n c i l  t h a t  i s  p re p a r i n g  o u r 
community for long term

resilience. As your representative on 
Council, I would prioritise 3 things to 
prepare for the

future: 1) Stronger climate action - 

Let’s take climate change seriously by 
mitigating emissions

at the local level, and adapting to an 
already hotter and drier climate. Our 
fire brigades and

CFA deserve more support as bushfire 
becomes more severe and frequent. 2) 
Stronger

protection and planning for the Green 
Wedge - We must prioritise the health 
of our Green

Wedge shire so that it can be enjoyed 
by future generations. I know that 
actions taken now are

vital to the survival of our Green 

Wedge for many decades to come. 3) 
Future-proofing our

community - The pandemic has 
caused rapid technological innovation, 
and the virtualisation of

our lives. Things like high-speed 
global satellite internet will improve 
things for those living

rurally, whilst automation and AI will 
disrupt our economy. Council must be 
on the cutting edge.

As a digital professional I hope to 
make strides in this direction. I ask for 
your vote as your

Bunjil Ward representative. Let’s get 

ready for the future, because its fast 
becoming our

present. To vote for me, number from 
top to bottom: 1, 12, 13, 5, 6, 8, 2, 11, 4, 
7, 9, 3, 10.

Hannah Graham

Authorised by Hannah Graham, PO BOX 219, Hurstbridge VIC 3099

For more Bunjil candidates see over.

Candidates Tania Dovile, Karen Jane Egan, Bill Penrose, Sue Rosenhain, Sue Simpson, Brian Veerman and James Wallis 
are also running in Bunjil Ward but were unable to provide a statement in time for publication.

Candidates Simone Cusack, Bijana Gerali, Jerry Mustifa, Michelle Peterson and Mick Woroniuk are also running in 
Swipers Gully Ward but were unable to provide a statement in time for publication.
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Vote 1 Anika of Wattle Glen for a 
Greener, Fairer, Smarter Future - 
especially for the sake of our children.

When a Councillor, rather than 
continuing business-as-usual,  I 
propose we move toward a healthier, 
fairer and more sustainable way of life.

How?
By investing in sustainable solutions.
By creating many secure jobs.
By collectively developing a shire-

wide Green Transition Plan, and by 
investigating actions such as:

Environment : Cut the Nillumbik 
community’s carbon emissions and 

climate impacts asap and reach 100% 
clean energy by 2030.

Better protect our environment and 
township characters.

Stop biodiversity decline.
Undertake effective environmental 

repair.
Build regional  expertise,  new 

local businesses, and educational 
opportunities in conservation, bushfire 
risk management, and climate-smart 
agriculture.

Economic: Promote a green economy.
Support people transitioning to 

sustainable economic development 

and agriculture.
E x p a n d  t h e  n e t w o r k  o f 

interconnecting on-road cycle lanes 
and recreational trails.

Promote art and eco-tourism.
Social: Promote sustainable living 

and mental and physical health.
Support community groups.
Keep rates within the cap set by the 

State Government.
Nillumbik is the perfect place to lead 

the way to a greener, fairer, smarter 
future.

For many years I have been active in 
community groups, and I was the Bunjil 

Ward Councillor in 2012-2016.
The total of these experiences has 

given me good knowledge of community 
and Council and its many policies and 
strategies, and has put me in good stead 
to help Nillumbik’s transition to a fairer 
and more sustainable future.

I have a proven track record of political 
honesty and financial prudency.

I will genuinely listen, and make fair 
judgements based on facts and for the 
larger community good.

Anika Van Hulsen

Authorised by Anika Van Hulsen, 43 Clarke Ave, Wattle Glen

My family and I are based in rural 
Doreen where we are establishing a 
multi enterprise 32 hectare organic 
farm and building an off grid home.

I live in rural Bunjil, my children are at 
school and kinder in Hurstbridge, and I 
am committed to representing all parts 
of the Bunjil ward.

My background is in landscape 
architecture and urban design.

I have worked with council clients in 
Australia and the UK across a diverse 
range of open space projects.

I understand the planning scheme 
and the need for council policy & 

projects to reflect community needs.
I have a strong history of volunteer 

i n v o l v e m e n t  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 
leadership.

I have been President of Arthurs 
Creek District Landcare Group since 
2018, and a committee member prior 
to this.

I was on the Nillumbik Environment 
Advisory Committee from 2013-2016.

I seek positive working relationships 
and will work with the community, 
other councillors, state politicians, 
and other agencies for the benefit of 
our ward and the broader community.

I support community & volunteers 
including CFA, Landcare, sporting 
groups, men’s sheds and more.

I was drawn into the council elections 
as a landholder directly affected by the 
Chapel Lane Landfills.

As a result of my experience I am 
focused on the return of transparency & 
good governance to Nillumbik council, 
as well as the restoration of a strong and 
impartial body of professional staff.

I will protect the green wedge as a long 
term asset for the next generations, and 
aim to strengthen policy and practice 
to protect water quality, biodiversity, 

and climate.
I will  retain and protect open 

space and seek improved recreation 
opportunities for Bunjil residents.

To support me please number your 
vote card top to bottom:

5, 12, 13, 2, 10, 4, 3, 11, 1 (HUNTER, 
Sarah), 6, 7, 8, 9.

Sarah Hunter

Authorised by Sarah Hunter, PO Box 301, Hurstbridge 3099

Independent Candidate for Bunjil 
Ward.

I live and work in Bunjil.
I want my kids to know that local 

democracy is about our community.
That means a community-led council 

who listens to, advocates for and cares 
about the whole community; protects 
our Green Wedge Shire from the threat 
of encroachment; and offers far greater 
transparency and accountability to our 
community.

I was shocked to learn Council spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars on an 
unnecessary review of the Green Wedge 

Management Plan.
I witnessed the secretive way Council 

privatised kerbside waste collection.
Too many Council resolutions have 

been closed to the public.
This undermines community trust 

in Council.
R e s p e c t ,  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  a n d 

transparency are fundamental to 
rebuilding trust.

I have years of governance and 
management experience, overseeing 
millions of dollars in grants, and will 
prioritise good financial management 
and governance, but the mark of a 

good councillor is their preparedness 
to listen to our community.

As your local councillor, I will 
foster community through sporting 
clubs and volunteer groups and by 
supporting local producers, artists, 
small businesses, fire brigades and the 
vulnerable and elderly.

I will strive to protect township 
character, the natural environment and 
agriculture in our Green Wedge Shire 
and to create secure, local jobs.

These four years are crucial for our 
Shire.

T h e  p re s s u re  o f  e n c ro a c h i n g 

development is increasing.
I hope you will join me in uniting 

and bringing community back to our 
council.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
email :   steve4bunjil@gmail .com   
acebook: @steve4bunjil or phone: 
0481 897 911.

To Vote 1 for Steve Mullins, please 
follow this number sequence from top 
to bottom on the ballot card: 5, 12, 13, 
6, 7, 8, 1, 9, 2, 3, 10, 4, 11.

Steve Mullins

Authorised by Stephen Mullins, PO Box 263, Hurstbridge, 3099

I have lived in Cottles Bridge for 10 
years and have participated in many 
Nillumbik Shire Council consultations.

I decided to run for Council after I lost 
confidence that the Council were taking 
residents opinions seriously.

As a professional with a Master’s 
degree in Business I believe we need 
to reduce spending on external 
consultants and improve our revenue 
streams if we are to keep rates low.

If elected, I will start with an audit 
of the finances and plan for a more 
financially stable future for Nillumbik.

I am also a passionate advocate for 

animals and those that find it hard to 
make their voices heard in this busy 
world.

I will always question the assumption 
that money is all that matters, because 
that is only part of what makes our 
lifestyle here special.

Kindness and care for others and our 
natural environment are key to a happy 
and safe community.

I am wholly supportive of building 
local jobs.

I have a specific interest in local food 
production and believe Nillumbik 
could be a leader of new and innovative 

techniques for plant-based, healthy, 
nutritious food.

This could bring training and job 
opportunities to our Shire, plus fresh, 
locally grown produce for all to enjoy.

I am a local, independent candidate 
who wants a safe and kinder shire 
for all.

We are all stakeholders in the success 
of Nillumbik and should all feel we have 
a voice to protect our individual values 
and lifestyles. 

Melanie Nelson

Authorised by M Nelson, P O Box 219 Hurstbridge, Vic 3099.

I never thought I’d run for council.
I have a full and fortunate life as a 

Hurstbridge mum and public servant.
Unfortunately, you don’t have to 

look very hard to see that some council 
decisions are reached in a way that is 
inconsistent with community values 
and expectations. 

I’m an independent candidate 
standing because we should be able to 
have meaningful, respectful dialogue 
between community and council on 
every issue.

Put simply, this election is about 
respect.

Respect for the people of Nillumbik 
and our right to be heard without 
judgement or intimidation.

Respect for the unique heritage and 
open spaces of our shire that contribute 
to wellbeing.

Respect for ways of working and 
engaging that protect our democratic 
rights.

I have lived in both Eltham and 
Hurstbridge and enjoyed the strong 
sense of community that comes 
from involvement with schools and 
children’s activities.

Nillumbik is special and even in 

Hurstbridge we should be war y 
of Council intent to change the 
fundamental character of the shire 
through inappropriate development.

Consider the challenges of the still 
unresolved fate of Lot 1 (old high 
school site). 

Respect and ethics drive me.
I ran an online store selling ethical 

and sustainable products made by 
small businesses.

More recently, my public sector career 
is one of service delivery supporting 
vital areas including teacher quality, 
wildlife welfare and support for women 

and children experiencing domestic 
violence.

Governments and public servants at 
all levels exist to serve the public.

The day we forget that, we forfeit our 
right to do so.

Vote 1 Carol Tibbetts. To bring 
back respect for people and place to 
Nillumbik, number your ballot top 
to bottom 4, 12, 13, 5, 8, 6, 2, 10, 7, 1, 
11, 3, 9.f

Carol Tibbetts

Auhorised by Carol Tibbetts, PO Box 219 Hurstbridge VIC 3099
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By CHRIS RISBY
MAKING A career out of art is tricky at 
the best of times.

Let alone during a pandemic.
C o n s i d e r i n g  a r t  i s  a  l u x u r y 

commodity most artists would assume 
tough times were ahead as they stared 
into the dark tunnel of the COVID-19 
crisis.

However, this is not necessarily the 
case.

I spoke with local sculpture artist Tim 
Read from Tread Sculptures.

Much to my surprise I was informed 
that for him it has been quite the 
contrary to my doom and gloom 
expectations.

When asked how lockdown has 
affected his art sales he said: “It’s been 
at least as good as pre-COVID-19 and 
now is verging on better.”

Tim credits this largely to Tread 
Sculptures online presence.

A few years previous, Tim invested 
in his website.

“It has proved to be absolutely 
invaluable anyway but especially in 
light of COVID-19.” 

Tim spoke about how people seem to 
be spending more time online looking 
for art. 

“Everyone is out working in their 
gardens.

“They’re after artwork or sculptures, 
something to make them smile.” 

This has resulted in what seems to 
be a bit of a success story for Tread 
Sculptures.

Tim describes his artwork as “a 
diverse range of artwork created out 
of 95 per cent reclaimed material 
spanning from quirky characters to 
sky gardens, light boxes, birdbaths — a 
huge variety.”

It’s certainly worth checking out.
Tread Sculptures is located at Tim’s 

family home on the banks of the Yarra 
in Bend of Islands where you can visit 
his Sculpture Trail which is usually 
open to the public on the first weekend 
of each month.

Local artist Pascale Garlinge says 
that through lockdown not much has 
changed in her practice other than 
that she hasn’t been able to participate 
in exhibitions which has of course 
been difficult, but her workload has 
increased, much to her surprise.

“I’ve actually got more work which 
was strange,” she said.

T h e s e  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o u g h 
commissions and online sales.

Pascale said she’s “the kind of artist 
who thrives on pain”. 

“I actually thrive in those sorts of 
conditions where a lot of other artists 
need loads of hope and positivity.

“I don’t need any of that stuff,” she 
says.

To Pascale, her artwork provides her 
with a bubble where she can feel safe 
and that lockdown has more or less 
provided her with a “bubble within 
a bubble”.

Pascale describes her art as “a cross 
between realism and fantasy, certainly 
not photo realism.”

“I love people and I love bodies, so if 
there isn’t a face in it, I’m bored.” 

She later stated “My art is really about 
stories, just me bangin’ on about stuff 
but also other people’s stories and their 
memories and how that makes art.” 

Linda MacAulay gave a different 
story to Tim and Pascale.

Linda’s practice has been effected 
quite profoundly as she does a lot of 
plein air painting, which is the act of 
painting outdoors.

This has of course been effected by 
the restrictions on how long we have 
been allowed to go outside during 
lockdown.

In spite of this Linda has been 
keeping busy saying that “I’ve been 
really fortunate to have a number of 
commissions.”

“I’m just really grateful that people 
have actually thought about artists 
during the lockdown and have 
commissioned a number of pieces 
of work”.

Linda usually does a lot of teaching 
and travel interstate so the restrictions 
have naturally put a stop to that.

However, she’s making the most 
of lockdown spending time with her 
family until the restrictions ease.

Linda says “I  am primarily a 
landscape artist; I paint the landscape 
and some of the creatures that inhabit 
the landscape.”

In the past she has stayed at Uluru as 
an artist in residence sporadically over 
a period of six years.

She also lived and worked all over WA 
over 10 years.

Local artists thriving during Corona crisis

By KIERAN PETRIK-BRUCE
WITH VICTORIA slowly coming out of 
lockdown, the rest of Australia nearing 
zero COVID-19 cases, and hopes of a 
vaccine, we can almost taste freedom 
in a post-COVID world.

The ability to go outside mask-less, 
to enjoy the sunshine, catch up with 
friends, and wander local markets 
and cafes, letting the mouth-watering 
aromas of fresh food and a warm 
summer breeze wash over you, heralds 
a time when this terrible pandemic will 
be behind us.

And yet, for many the full enjoyment 
of these pleasures is something that 
will not be possible.

Whilst the majority of people who 
contract Coronavirus will recover, it is 
clear that this virus is far worse than the 
flu, and many lasting side effects may 
be present for years to come.

One of these is anosmia, the loss of 
the sense of smell.

But what is smell?
And is losing it such a big deal? 
There are two main ways in which 

we smell.
Orthonasal olfaction occurs when 

you sniff, drawing air upwards into the 
nose, allowing odours to reach your 
smell receptors.

This is what most people think of 
when you mention smell.

The second way is called retronasal 
olfaction or “mouth smell”.

This occurs when you are eating and 

the odour is essentially expelled back 
out through your nose from the back 
of your mouth.

It is this function that produces the 
flavour of our food.

What we refer to as “taste” remains, 
but our true sense of “taste” is limited 
to the sensations: sweet, salty, bitter, 
sour and umami (a savoury sensation).

Furthermore, recent evidence has 
suggested bitter and sweet tastes may 
also be affected by COVID-19.

Without a sense of smell, food can 
“taste” bland.

Motivation to cook can decrease, and 
eating can become monotonous and 
even stressful for some.

And then there are the dangers.
We rely on our sense of smell to alert 

us to potential threats such as rotten 
or bad food, noxious gases and smoke 
from fire.

So how do people lose their sense 
of smell?

The majority of people with smell 
loss have acquired it at some point 
during their lives, either as a result of 
rhinosinusitis and nasal polyps, post-
viral (as with COVID-19), as the result 
of a head trauma, or as a precursor to 
Parkinson’s disease, but there is a small 
number who have had the condition 
since birth.

This is known as congenital anosmia.
Anosmia is often labelled the invisible 

disability and sufferers frequently 
receive the “sorry can’t do anything” 
shrug from GPs and even specialists.

So, where can you go for answers?
A charity in the UK called Fifth Sense 

offers updates and support to those 
affected by smell loss.

Since the pandemic began and 
their regular in-person sessions 
were cancelled, Fifth Sense has been 
running interactive Zoom sessions 
reaching out to people worldwide.

Duncan Boak, Chair and Founder 
of Fifth Sense says, “…it started with 
me losing my sense of smell through 
a head injury in 2005.

“Back then there was nowhere people 
could go for support or information, 
and I spent over six years thinking I 
was one of the only people in the world 
without a sense of smell.”

Mr Boak recalls that, “…in 2011 I was 
introduced to Professor Carl Philpott 
who had established the UKs first NHS 
smell and taste clinic and had the idea 
to create a charity to transform the 
way these conditions are recognised 
and treated.”

Today, Professor Philpott, is the 
leading Rhinology and Olfactology 
specialist at Norwich Medical School, 
University of East Anglia, where 
he conducts research and helps to 
educate those affected with smell loss.

Professor Philpott works hand-in-
hand with Fifth Sense, and recently 
spoke on one of their Zoom sessions 
about the challenges faced in this field.

I asked the Professor why there 
is so little known about anosmia 

given that it is a lasting side effect 
of many conditions, and why so few 
medical professionals understand the 
condition.

“…I think the problem is that it has 
long been seen as a sense that has little 
importance, not just in the medical 
sphere, but in the public domain in 
general, so it’s an undervalued sense 
in the first place.”

Professor Philpott continued adding 
that, “…no one has really taken 
ownership of it so far in the medical 
profession until  more recently, 
although it comes under the banner of 
ENT surgeons they have generally not 
taken much interest, hence why setting 
up a clinic to deal with these disorders 
was a crucial thing from my point of 
view when I started as a consultant.”

Connecting people with anosmia 
is also the goal of acquired anosmia 
sufferer, Katie Boateng, who started 
The Smell Podcast in 2018 because, as 
she says,  “… it’s something that I wish 
would’ve existed for myself back in 
2009 when I became anosmic.”

B e y o n d  c r e a t i n g  s o m e t h i n g 
enjoyable, the podcast has a much 
more important function.

“The goal of the podcast is to share 
our stories so that those of us with a 
smell disorder know that we’re not 
alone, there are lots of us out there.”

So, what is the future for anosmia 
sufferers?

In terms of seeing any funding 

going into the field, Professor Philpott 
suggests we watch this space.

“I haven’t seen any great rush on 
smell loss but it [COVID-19] has 
thrown a spotlight on smell loss in 
a greater way; more people have 
experienced it in a short-term fashion.”

Some Coronavirus survivors are 
recovering their sense of smell quickly, 
many are not.

Most of us who can smell will be able 
to recall a moment when, say with a 
bad cold, we had a glimpse into the 
world of anosmia, but to be faced 
with it permanently is a daunting 
possibility.

Katie points out that, “many of us 
who have anosmia do not have a formal 
diagnosis available to ‘prove’ that our 
smell loss is not due to COVID-19 so 
that is a concern.”

Although for long term anosmia 
sufferers, COVID-19 does have a silver 
lining, as Professor Philpott says.

“A possible silver lining to this 
[COVID-19], would be that this may 
help those of us trying to highlight the 
case of smell loss.”

For more information 
about anosmia.
@thesmellpodcast and 
online at: 
thesmellpodcast.com  

Living with anosmia, the hidden disability

Photos: Clockwise from top left
LINDA MacAULAY in her studio 
lindamacaulay.com.au
Lose Your Head by  
PASCALE GARLINGE, 
pascalegarlingeart.com
Orminston Gorge by LINDA 
MacAULAY
TIM READ, Tread Sculptures 
treadsculptures.com.au
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This most excellent canopy, the 
air—look you, this brave o’erhanging 
firmament, this majestical roof fretted 
with golden fire. 

—William Shakespeare

SUNSET SHOTS are magnificent, a 
fact that Willie Shakespeare was well 
aware of.

Not only are they full of vibrant 
colours, they are also full of beauty and 
dare I say — poetry?

The best thing about sunset shots is 

that they are dead easy to take.
First of all, find a west facing elevated 

location and position yourself there 
about 20 minutes before the sun goes 
down.

T h e  t w o  b e s t  s p o t s  a r o u n d 
Warrandyte are the Kangaroo Ground 
Fire Tower and the end of Alexander 
Road.

Use a telephoto lens with the camera 
set to aperture priority and set your 
aperture to very wide aperture such 
as F 4 or F 2.8.

Your ISO rating should be set to 
400 ISO.

Now observe the celestial light show 
that is a about to begin.

Look for interesting shapes of the 

clouds and the changing colours as 
the sun slowly sinks below the horizon.

Zoom in and out as you try to capture 
the best compositions.

Every time you take a shot, check 
the image on the back of the camera 
to make sure it’s correctly exposed.

If not, adjust your camera accordingly 
so that the colours of the sunset are 
vibrant.

It’s always best to err on the side of 
an under exposed frame rather than 
an over exposed frame.

It’s much easier to correct an under 
exposed frame in Photoshop.

An over exposed frame is blown 
out [too light and white] and it’s hard 
to re-introduce tone into an over 

exposed frame.
After the sun has disappeared behind 

the horizon don’t leave the location 
straight away, because this is the time 
that the best shots become available. 

Even though the sun may no longer 
be visible, the light from the sun 
reflects off the clouds for up to 20 
minutes afterwards.

And the light is at its most colourful 
at this stage sending the sky and clouds 
into beautiful tones of red and purple.

The best advice I can give you about 
sunset shots is to go back to the same 
location night after night — persist! 

As Forrest Gump said, “You never 
know what you’re gonna get.”

When I shot a series of sunset images 

entitled Sky Music, I went back to the 
end of Alexander Road at least three 
times a week for three years.

Yes, it was a bit obsessive, but the end 
result was well worth it!

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

IN TRADITIONAL tribal l ife in 
Australia, every tribe had a permanent 
water source as the centre of its tribal 
territory.

Their very identity as a people was 
centred on the river system of their 
land.

Manningham is  therefore  an 
extremely lucky municipality.

The Yarra River forms the northern 
boundary and much of traditional 
tribal life was centred along and 
adjacent to the river.

In this article, I therefore want to 
take readers on a tour of some of the 
significant sites in this municipality.

And by significant I do not mean just 
the sites that have been archeologically 
identified and are therefore legally 
capital-s Significant.

I mean the sites that were historically 
and functionally significant, but have 
usually not been formally identified.

The tour therefore starts at the 

junction of Koonung Creek and the 
Yarra, in the southwest corner of 
Manningham.

This was a traditional gathering 
place, especially during eel harvest 
season from mid-February to mid-
March each year.

This area at Bulleen is now occupied 
by picturesque football ovals.

It actually doesn’t look that much 
different now to what it did 200 years 
ago when the landscape was often 
described by settlers as being “like an 
English gentleman’s estate”.

The present day pristine mowed vista 
that you see is therefore very similar to 
the original scene.

Annual targeted burning of these 
valley floor areas produced designed 
habitat areas for animals and plants.

These habitat areas were in reality 
kangaroo, emu, possum, grass seed 
and myrnong farms, but were best 
described as “farms without fences”.

Th e re  wa s  n o  s u c h  t h i ng  a s 
undergrowth or understory in any of 
these areas and in the broader area 
kangaroo farms, solitary trees stood 
every 25 to 50 metres.

Just north of this area near the 

present day Veneto Club was the Bolin-
Bolin Billabong, a traditional site for 
duck hunting.

There is a circuit around it that has 
some interpretive signs and is well 
worth taking the stroll.

Further north again at the Caltex 
Service Station on the corner of Bridge 
Street and Manningham Road, there is 
a 500 year old Red River Gum.

You will see some large holes higher 
on the tree trunk.

These were originally outgrowths 
called borls and each is harvested to 
make a large wooden bowl called a 
Tarnuk.

In the Heide Museum of Modern 
Art car park, there is another 500 year 
old River Gum from which a canoe 
was cut.

This tree is now named Yingabeal 
in recognition of the fact that it is a 
Songline Marker Tree.

Both this and the tree at the Caltex 
Station appear to have been struck by 
lightning a couple of hundred years 
ago, probably at the same time.

Following the Templestowe Road 
Songline to Finns Reserve, you can 
view a 200-metre long rapids area 

that was in reality a series of fish, eel, 
yabbie, and freshwater mussel farms.

I estimate there are about 20 similar 
sites along Manningham’s stretch of the 
Yarra, with only the one at Laughing 
Waters, near the end of Alexander Road 
in Warrandyte, having been formally 
identified.

Back at Finns Reserve, this is also 
where Ruffey Creek meets the Yarra.

Farther up the creek near Foote 
Street there was an Aboriginal camp.

Middens were observed along this 
stretch and an oven pit was carved into 
the mudstone.

However, when Foote Street was put 
through over the creek in 1963, the 
oven was buried.

Where Williamsons Road crosses 
Ruffey Creek was a burial ground, 
which was disturbed when the road 
was constructed in the 1880s.

The camp site at Foote Street was 
abandoned in 1848 because a local 
settler, John Hughes was in the habit 
of taking pot shots at them from the 
window of his hut up the hill.

The first settler in the Manningham 
area, Major Charles Newman, was also 
in the habit of shooting at Aboriginal 

“trespassers” from the narrow windows 
of his hut at the Mullum-Mullum Creek 
junction.

Like Bolin-Bolin, Pound Bend was 
also an important gathering place and 
there are now interpretive signs there 
so you can take a very rewarding self-
guided walk.

This is the site where Simon Wonga 
organised the last great Kulin Nation 
corroboree in March 1852, which could 
be called the first Warrandyte Festival.

Along the riverfront at Warrandyte 
Township, there was an extensive 
aquaculture area.

Four foot high weir walls were built 
on the rapids area with sluice gates 
and races, and the middens observed 
along the banks were testament to the 
freshwater mussel and yabby farms 
there.

Near the Brushy Creek junction in 
Wonga Park was a Birthing Place.

This was indicated by a Ring Marker 
Tree that has since fallen, so the exact 
site is not known, but it would have 
been on higher ground.

Brushy Creek was in fact  the 
birthplace of the most famous of 
Wurundjeri Elders, William Barak.

Significant sites on the middle Yarra

with BILL McAULEY

talking images

Fretted with golden fire

Photo 1
Shot from the top of KG fire tower 
towards the city. 500 sec at F 2.8, 
400 ISO

Photo 2
Trees and the setting sun, at the end 
of Alexander Road. 250 sec at F4, 
400 ISO

Photo 3
Shot from the end of Alexander 
Road. 250 sec at F2.8, 400 ISO

Photo 1

Photo 2 Photo 3
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By ADRIAN RICE
OVER THE PAST six months this 
thought kept popping into my head 
… picture the scene.

You’re sitting with your grand or 
even great grandchild, it’s 2040, you 
just about have enough marbles left 
and then:

“What did you do in the first great 
pandemic of the twenty-first century 
Granny … and, tell me about Grandad 
again?”

“Let me think… there have been a 
few pandemics since then but 2020 
was the first and the biggest and the 
longest… I think it involved pangolins 
(I think there’s one in the museum) 
and bats and there was this man called 
Dan and his friend Jenny… I’m sure 
they had something to do with it…”

Well — are you keeping a personal 
diary and will you be able to answer 
these questions in 20 years’ time?

This pandemic is arguably the 
biggest, most significant global event 
in the last 75 years.

It  needs to be discussed and 
documented and what better way 
than to do so through the medium of 
dramatic art?

Which enables me to go into a little 
more detail of our project and to 
properly introduce our author.

2020 Vision is a unique theatre 
collaboration between Warrandyte 
Theatre Company and Ballarat 
National Theatre and one of our 
newest residents, thespian Emma 
Wood.

Playwright and performer, Emma 
has played lead roles with Newcastle 
Theatre Co, Canberra Repertory and 
Ballarat Lyric Theatre, among others.

A highlight of recent years includes 
performing in Playhouse Creatures 
with Pigeon Hole Theatre at the 
Mondial Theatre Festival in Monaco, 
following a professional production 
at The Q Theatre.

She is currently playing the role of 
Mrs Hill in Ballarat National Theatre’s 
podcast of Pride and Prejudice”.

As a playwright, Emma creates 
stories that are both humorous and 
touching.

Her four full-length plays have 
struck a chord with audiences in many 
productions including Mr Bennet’s 
Bride which will be of interest to Pride 
and Prejudice fans as it is a prequel 
exploring the courtship of a young Mr 
and Mrs Bennet.

Breaking box office records at its 
Newcastle Theatre Company premiere 
it has been produced several times 
since in Australia and the UK.

S h e  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  r a n 
independent company Pawprint 
Productions in 2006/7 working with 
fine local actors in Ballarat on The 
Importance of Being Earnest, Vagina 
Monologues and Of Mice and Men.

Now a happy resident of Warrandyte, 
she is delighted to connect Warrandyte 
Theatre Company and Ballarat 
National Theatre for this collaborative 
project.

The 2020 Vision project will be a 

synthesis by Emma of hundreds of 
responses to 14 questions about your 
experience of the pandemic, posed 
by Emma over a two-week period on 
Facebook.

The final product will be a play to 
be staged on November 27, directed 

jointly by Susan Rundle and Adrian 
Rice with actors from Ballarat and 
Melbourne/Warrandyte.

We are indeed fortunate to be joining 
forces with BNT and Emma on this 
project.

With the Q&A session now closed, 

Emma is busy writing the script for 
2020 Vision.

Remember to like Warrandyte 
Theatre Company Facebook page for 
updates and ticketing information 
about this and other online plays in 
the coming months.

A new vision for Warrandyte Theatre Company

By JO FRENCH

LOCAL AUTHOR and poet, Sandy 
Jeffs OAM’s latest book Out of the 
Madhouse: from Asylum to Caring 
Community? has been shortlisted 

for both the 2020 Victorian Premier’s 
History Award and the Community 
History Awards.

It  is  one of  48  projects  and 
p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  h av e  b e e n 
shortlisted for prizes ranging from 
$500 to $2,000 and is in the running 
for the $5,000 Victorian Premier’s 
History Award.

Established in 1998, the Victorian 
Community History Awards are 
held annually to recognise the 
contributions made by Victorians 
in the preservation of the state’s 
fascinating history, published during 
the previous year.

Presented by Public Record Office 
Victoria in partnership with the Royal 
Historical Society of Victoria, the 
awards celebrate the people involved 
in community history projects who 
are dedicated to telling local stories 
which help all Victorians to better 
understand their past.

Co-written by SANE Australia Patron 
and co-founder Dr Margaret Leggatt 
AM, the book is the end product 
of a 10-year project, that takes us 

into the heart of the now-closed 
Larundel Psychiatric Hospital, and 
was written after interviewing 79 
people — including former patients, 
staff and carers.

Sandy spent a long time as a patient 
at Larundel and in an interview 
earlier this year with the Diary, said 
it was important to her to remind the 
community that Larundel existed and 
that in closing it there was a loss of 
the collective wisdom of how to treat 
mental illness.

Out of the Madhouse looks at what 
has been gained and what has been 
lost with the closing of institutions 
such as Larundel, and Sandy hopes 
the book makes people question how 
we treat the mentally ill.

The Diar y  wishes Sandy and 
Margaret our congratulations on 
making the shortlist, and we hope to 
see Out of the Madhouse on the list of 
winners that will be published next 
month as part of History Month.

For more information on the book, 
please see our book launch article in 
the March 2020 edition, page 21.

Local author shortlisted for Premier’s History Award

By JAMES POYNER
OBSERVANT WALKERS along the 
Warrandyte riverside trail would 
have noticed the construction works 
at the Old Warrandyte Dairy — the 
local cool store, from which milk 
from Mapleoak Dairies was delivered 
by the Bellinger family, up until the 
early 1970s — have finished, the 
cyclone fencing has come down and 
plants and a public bench have been 
installed.

This is an important milestone 
in a conservation journey which 
began in 2017 when Melbourne 
Water, Manningham Council, the 
Warrandyte Historical Society (WHS) 
finally sat at the table to decide the 
future of the, then, dilapidated and 
graffiti-ridden building.

With the building now asbestos 
free, stable and no longer at risk 
of  demolit ion by landowners 
Melbourne Water, who bought 
the site in 1988 to stop any land 
development on the site which sits on 
the Yarra River flood plain, the next 
phase of the development of the site 
as an area of significant Warrandyte 

heritage can begin — the installation 
of interpretive signage.

The Diary has seen emails which 
indicate the site was ready to be 
handed over to Mannigham Council, 
from Melbourne Water, in early July, 
and that the historical signage would 
follow shortly.

O bv i ou s ly ,  t h e  C o ro nav i r u s 
pandemic has forced workflows and 
timelines to stretch.

The Diary  spoke with Valerie 
Polley, WHS Secretary who has been 
heavily involved in the Old Dairy 
conservation process.

“The Warrandyte Historical Society 
is so pleased that the old Warrandyte 
Dairy site is now open for the 
community to enjoy.

“It has always felt it important that 
vestiges of the site be retained to 
show how an independent township 
developed with the necessar y 
businesses (such as the bakery and 
dairy).

“Pressure from the S ociety, 
Warrandyte Community Association 
and the general community saw 
Melbourne Water and Manningham 

City Council come together and 
undertake a long and involved 
process to rework the site for safe 
access while retaining elements of 
the old building.

“While there are still some aspects 
such as historical signage to come 
which will provide a focus for the 
building, the site is now  open to 
those walking the river path.

“While somewhat bare at present, 
the site and building will eventually 
be softened when the numerous 
indigenous plantings grow.

“The whole site has a nice feel with 
the pathway leading in though there 
are still a few tweaks needed such 
as removal of the last of the fencing 
and the old signs to be undertaken,” 
she said.

Ms Polley went on to thank all those 
involved in the Old Dairy project.

“The Society thanks Melbourne 
Water and Manningham City Council 
for their commitment to the project 
and to the working group for what 
proved to be a cooperative and 
collaborative outcome”.

Old Dairy enhances riverscape
Margaret Leggatt AM and Sandy Jeffs OAM

Photo: CASAMENTO PHOTOGRAPHY



Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to your 

design or mine
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I WAS BEGINNING to get very tired 
of these long lockdown days and was 
looking forward to this semester of 
university starting.

Having some structure in my days 
other than trying to get my Grade 4 
student onto an online meeting at 11:15 
every morning and the continuous task 
of preparing food and cleaning up 
afterwards was most welcome.

But there was a catch — I was enrolled 
in a subject I had been avoiding for 
three years.

It was my last compulsory unit and it 
was time to face poetry.

My memories of studying poetry date 
back to the 80’s, and Year 11 English 
Lit class.

Somewhere in my garage there is 
still a tattered little black textbook of 
Robert Browning’s poems with my 
pencilled notes about onomatopoeia 
in the margins and alphabet codes of 
rhyme on the end of lines.

I was dreading it.
Though I had recently started reading 

a little poetry when I was introduced 
to the words of American poet Mary 
Oliver in church one morning, I was 
still not keen on studying it, and more 
so, trying to write it.

But as it happens sometimes in life, 
things can come at just the right time.

One week into semester and I was 
hooked.

I had fallen down a rabbit hole, and 
just like Alice, I had plenty of time to 
look around as I fell, it’s not like we 
could go anywhere.

I bumped into poets like Billy Collins, 

Seamus Heaney and Frank O’Hara 
on my way down, names I had never 
heard of, and now will never forget, 
and landed on a pile of books, in a long, 
long hall of poets and their words.

I hung out with Elizabeth Bishop for 
a while with a ‘fluster of lost door keys’ 
and a Giant Toad.

I listened to the deep voice of Dylan 
Thomas as he urged his dying father, 
Do not go gentle into that good night 
and my heart broke for those that make 
up the second number on our daily 
news feed.

Les Murray had a few things to say 
about The cows on killing day and 
Judith Beveridge tried to teach me How 
to love bats.

Though I may not love them yet, my 
heart did soften a little.

Through it all, I was being urged to 
take notice of the most ordinary of 
things.

I ran around a corner and came face 
to face with Alice Oswald, if you don’t 
know her, I think you should introduce 
yourself.

Learning A Short Story of Falling by 
heart helped me tap into the sense 
of loss that overwhelmed me almost 
every day.

‘… that I might know like water how 
to balance 

the weight of hope against the light 
of patience’

was surely written for such a time 
as this.

I thought poetry was for the ‘others’, 
for those who sat in lofty places, but I 
was wrong.

Poetry is for such a time as this.
Watching daily news events can 

be all consuming, the value of the 

information is fleeting, with numbers 
and comments and opinions flying 
around, and media squeezing the 
detail out of every event.

Who ever thought we would be 
watching numbers like this? 

But poetry can take us below the 
numbers, and into the isolation, the 
solitude, the silence of our homes and 
streets.

Poetry goes to the essence of our 
humanness; it taps into both spirit 
and soul.

Using metaphors and similes and 
symbolism and all sorts of trickery, 
poems creep in under the radar and 
find a deeper place to reside.

Poems can make the banal beautiful 
and show meaning in the simple.

They can take us into the time 
between where we are and where we 
are going.

Poetry calls us to pay attention, to 
notice what we have missed.

It asks us to know what we don’t 
know.

So, if poetry is new to you or sitting 
dusty on the shelf, I urge you to explore 
it.

Perhaps start with Mary Oliver, a few 
keystrokes will have a screen full of 
beautiful nature poems that will sit well 
with you on your next walk.

A poem needs to be read several 
times to capture it’s beat, read it aloud 
and find the cadence, the flow.

Hear the movement of pitch and tone 
and see how it rests in you.

On your next coffee break or while 
you are waiting for the next news 
cycle to load, remember the words of 
poets are waiting for you with a page 
of rhythm and rhyme and a slight turn 
of phrase, ready to show you the world 
in a new light.

Poetry is for such a time as this. 

For the love of poetry
By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye

Dear Editor,
I’m writing this letter to inspire 
younger kids.
Kids have many good ideas but may 
feel discouraged to share them.
You are the only people that I could 
think to write to.
There are many issues with our earth 
that kids are going to grow up with, 
I feel that this fact would make kids 
more motivated to think of solutions.
For some kids there may be one 
obstacle standing in their way, the 
fear of being turned down and their 
ideas to be waved away like a puff of 
smoke, I would know this as I am a 
kid and it is a thought that pops into 
my head.
Although, there are some children 

out there who are not afraid to put 
their ideas out there, like Greta 
Thunberg, a Swedish girl who is an 
environmental activist, she even 
spoke at the United Nations general 
assembly.
I’m not saying that children have to 
put their ideas out into the world, 
I just think that every person has 
potential, and that you don’t need 
to feel scared to share your feelings, 
your worries and your ideas.
This is a note to all the kids out there, 
“you can do it!!!”.
Some ideas are: shop sustainably, 
take some responsibility for your 
recycling, choose reusable such as 
beeswax wraps, etc.
There are so many ideas out there, 
together we can make a difference.
Sincerely Abigail.
Age 11
Address supplied

Your say

Kids have potential

Event: Free online fitness classes at Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Starting Monday, October 5
Info: Choose from Yoga, Pilates, Meditation, Rebuild and more.  You can join as 
many as you like.  All classes are conducted via Zoom (no account necessary). 
Registration essential. 

Event: Guided Drawing Class (Adults)
When: Starts Wednesday, October 7, 4:30pm
Cost: FREE 
Info: Using whatever materials you have to hand, tutor will pick a different theme 
each week and guide you to produce your own piece during the lesson. Zoom class.

Event: Introduction to WordPress – Build your own website
When: Starts Tuesday, October 13, 1pm. 7 weeks
Cost: $25 (ACFE subsidized place)
Info: Create and manage your own website, cheaply by mastering a few skills.  
This course will show you how. Online course

Event: Intermediate WordPress
When: Starts Friday, October 16, 9am. 7 weeks
Cost: $25 (ACFE subsidized place)
Info: Expand your WordPress skills and take your website to the next level. Covers 
online shop, web forms, social media and more. Online course.

Lockdown learning at 
Neighbourhood House

Course infor mation supplied by War randyte 
Neighbourhood House, Level 1/ 168 Yarra Street, 
Warrandyte. Information correct at time of publication. 
To register for any of the above courses visit : 
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au/online-courses



Appointments Available — Ring 9844 4422 or
Book Online www.eyesonwarrandyte.com.au

Contact us for your next spectacles or contact lenses
Ask about our no gap options with extras cover

Opening hours: Tue, Thurs, Fri 10am–5pm, Sat 9am–1pm
Ph 9844 4422  warrandyte@eyeson.com.au

Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, 
weddings. City & suburb to 
suburb. Up to 8 passengers & 
luggage. Call Clive for bookings 
0412 556 801.

SERVICES
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By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance

THIS MONTH, I will explore a planning 
model to help plan your way out of the 
effects of Stage 3 and 4 restrictions on 
your employment or business, your 
home life, and your dreams for the 
future.

Most of us caged Melburnians 
have never had to deal with so much 
uncertainty, so many fundamental 
changes to the operation of our 
businesses, our employment and our 
home life.

Perhaps those who have immigrated 
to Australia may have experienced 
something similar, but the societal 
impact of Coronavirus is huge.

If there was a time to focus on the 
future and adapt to the plethora of 
changes and the challenges these 
present, surely it is now.

Most successful businesses have 
strategic plans extending five or more 
years into the future, to help achieve 
their long-term goals.

My focus will be on adapting this 
process for use by individuals, couples 
and families.

The model we will use has four steps:
• Goal setting
• SWOT analysis
• Strategy formulation
• Review goals

Goal setting
Goal setting is all about you (and 

your partner and family) determining 
your destination.

This can be done as individuals or as a 
family and requires those participating 
to list measurable, attainable and time-
lined goals that should motivate you 
to succeed.

If you do not have a list already 
formed, it may be helpful to start with 
a brainstorming exercise.

Start with the big picture in the 
middle — what you want to achieve 
in the next 10 years.

Then break this down into smaller 
goals with trackable milestones.

It is important to keep your goals 
realistic, achievable, and deserving of a 
reward or celebration when achieved.

In Scott Pape’s book The Barefoot 
Investor, he uses the term “date nights”, 
when you take time out to celebrate the 
achievement of milestones and review 
your goals.

Examples of goals may include, 
r e a c h i n g  C E O  s t a t u s  i n  y o u r 
employment, setting up and growing 
your own business to the stage 
where you can pass it on to your 
children, studying for a degree or trade 
qualification, moving out of Melbourne 
and downsizing to a country town or 
city, or setting a retirement date and 
retirement fund target.

SWOT analysis
The next stage of the planning model 

helps to refine the goals you have 
initially set and will guide and inform 
the strategies you may need to improve 
the chances of achieving your goals.

It’s called SWOT analysis or SWOT 
matrix, SWOT is an acronym meaning 
Strengths, Weakness, Opportunities, 
Threats.

Goals may not be achievable unless 
your pathway to achieving them is 

built upon your strengths, which 
in turn are utilised to exploit the 
opportunities that are available that 
may emerge from changes in the 
external environment.

The period of great change that we 
are currently experiencing should 
provide a fertile hunting ground for 
identifying the opportunities and the 
skillsets needed to reach your goals.

Amongst the many opportunities 
that spring to mind in the present 
climate include and are not limited to:
• The thousands of good businesses 

being forced to close or liquidate 
that cashed up buyers could 
acquire,

• the increased demand for courier 
services,

• increased demand in aged care 
services,

• working from home opportunities,
• domestic fruit picking and 

harvesting work,
• home schooling and private sports 

coaching opportunities.
Offsetting your strengths and 

opportunities are the weaknesses and 
threats that you should list and address 
so you can focus on mitigating their 
impact on your strategies for achieving 
your goals.

Weaknesses may be addressed 
through education and training 
programs, counselling and support 
f r o m  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  a n d 
maintaining good physical and mental 
health.

External threats are more difficult to 
avoid or eliminate as they stem from 
the external environment and may be 
the product of economic conditions, 
government policy and changes in 
laws and regulations.

Nevertheless, creating a list and 
planning to mitigate their possible 
impact on your pathway to achieving 
your goals is an important component 
of your planning process.

Your SWOT analysis should not 
remain set in concrete but should be 
a living work in progress requiring 
regular review and updating when 
appropriate, particularly the external 
components, opportunities and 
threats, which will continue to be 
fluid in our ever changing economic 
and political environment.

Strategy formulation
Whilst goal setting and SWOT 

analysis helps clarify what you want 
to achieve and the major milestones 
and pathways that should lead you in 
the right direction for achieving your 
goals, you will also need to plan what 
strategies are necessary to give you the 
best chance of achieving your goals.

Grasping opportunities and building 
on your strengths will determine what 
you could plan to do whilst strategies 
will spell out how you will implement 
your plan.

This stage may be quite challenging 
because without sound workable plans 
that articulate all facets of how you 
are going to make your plan work, too 
much can be left to chance.

To help illustrate the importance 
of this stage, we will have a look at 
“Martin” a 55 year old sole trader.

Martin owns a delivery van and is 
operating his own courier business.

He has a net taxable income of 
$75,000 per annum, yielding an after 
tax cash flow of approximately $57,580.

He is a widower with two grown 

up children currently studying at 
university, but still living with him in 
the family home currently valued at 
$750,000 with a mortgage of $150,000.

Martin’s super fund balance with 
Australian Super has a balance of 
$350,000 and earned an average rate 
of return over the past 10 years of 7 
per cent.

Martin wants to retire at 67, be 
d e b t  f re e  a n d  hav e  s u f f i c i e nt 
superannuation to meet his living 
expenses without having to rely upon 
the age pension.

He also loves fishing and wants to sell 
up and move to Cairns, buy a smaller 
home with an ocean view and own a 
small fishing boat and 4WD capable of 
towing the boat.

With these goals in mind, Martin 
builds a SWOT matrix and learns:
• Strength: After 30 years of being a 

delivery driver he is physically fit, 
in a good financial position and 
has no long-term family ties.

• Opportunity: House prices in 
QLD are likely to be cheaper 
than Melbourne and he can take 
advantage of a growing need 
for courier drivers and also the 
downsizer super contribution 
when he sells his house.

• Weakness: Unfortunately he has a 
family history of heart disease and 
it is possible he will be living alone 
in the near future.

• Threats: There is a risk, house 
prices with “ocean views” will 
likely increase due to migrating 
Victorians.
Martin’s strategy is a 12-year plan 

with two main goals.
Retiring no later than age 67 as a 

self-funded retiree and downsizing his 
residence by relocating to the Cairns 
region of North Qld.

To achieve these goals will necessitate 
putting in place a number of financial 
strategies.

A good comprehensive life plan 
should also address a number of other 
dimensions including maintaining 
good physical and mental health, 
nurturing and maintaining links with 
family, friends and community.

There are a number of financial 
strategies available to Martin which 
will need to be put in place together 
with shorter term milestones to be 
achieved along the journey.

Depending upon his financial 
planning skills, Martin may need to 
engage the services of a financial 
adviser to assist him in putting his 
financial plan and strategies in place.

A sensible starting point is to prepare 
a 12-month budget to determine 
the estimated after tax net cash flow 
from the business, plus income from 
investments less private expenses.

Martin has a $150,000 mortgage 
on his house and his goal should 
be to have that paid off prior to his 
retirement date.

Martin also needs to grow his present 
super fund balance of $350,000 so he 
must also set a target balance required 
to fully fund his retirement if he is not 
to rely upon a part age pension.

If his super fund continues to average 
a 7 per cent return over the 12 years 
until age 67, then the balance in the 
fund without any further contributions 
could grow to approximately $788, 000.

Would that amount be sufficient to 
fund Martin’s living expenses from age 

67 to 74 at the minimum required draw 
down rate of 5 per cent being $39,413 
in today’s dollars?

Or would Martin need to draw down 
more and progressively reduce his 
fund balance?

What other strategies are available 
to Martin?

Concessional contributions
He could make concessional 

contributions up to a maximum cap of 
$25,000 per annum out of his after tax 
earnings of $57,580 plus tax savings of 
(25,000 x . 345)= 8625 – 25,000 leaving 
net after tax income of $41,205.

Out of this amount the mortgage 
balance of $150,000 needs to be paid 
off over 12 years — $12,500 of principal 
p.a. plus interest leaving approximately 
only $25,000 to cover all other living 
expenses.

Martin may have to choose between 
either paying down the mortgage and 
not contributing $25,000 to super each 
year or alternatively compromising 
by paying the minimum mortgage 
repayments and making a much larger 
concessional super contribution.

This is a very common conundrum 
faced by many pre-retirees.

Grow his business
Martin might look to generate more 

income from his business, options 
would include:
• Working seven days a week
• Employing a casual driver to share 

the driving over seven days.
• Grow his business by tapping into 

the contactless delivery system.
Purchasing a second van and employ 

a second driver, or even contract in a 
driver with his own van as well.

These options would be a classic case 
of expanding his business by combining 
strengths with opportunities.

The long view
A longer horizon strategy could be 

for Martin to wait until he turns 65, 
sell his house in Melbourne, qualify 
for the Downsizer Super Contribution 
of up to $300,000 and increasing 
his retirement fund balance from 
$788,000 to up to $1,088,000, pay out 
any remaining mortgage balance and 
look to purchase his smaller residence 

with an ocean view in the Cairns region 
of Nth Qld.

Reviewing your goals
The goals and the incremental 

milestones attached to them should 
be reviewed on an annual basis, 
as  changing c ircumstances  — 
both personal and in the external 
environment — will  inevitably 
require a rethinking of both goals and 
strategies.

Never in living memory has there 
been a greater need for strategic 
planning both in businesses and 
on a personal level, and never have 
Melburnians faced so many challenges 
and uncertainties.

So, are you reactive or proactive?
In some ways, Coronavirus has 

provided some with a chance to 
rethink and reset, as we finally begin 
to think about picking up where we left 
off, this could be the best time to make 
a plan and take control of your future.

But remember, a plan is just that, 
a plan — it can be adjusted or even 
restarted as circumstances change 
current and future prospects for 
yourself,  your family and your 
business.

Useful Sources for Preparing your 
Personal Strategic Plan
MindTools .com/ Personal Goal 
Setting
MindTools.com/Personal SWOT 
Analysis
youroneextraordinarylife.com/
personal-strategic-plan

The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice but reflects 
my interest and experience in 
assisting individuals, couples 
and organisations in planning 
their future and my academic 
background in lecturing in this 
area at Swinburne University.
Brian Spurrell B. Com, B A, Dip. 
Ed., (Melb. Uni.) FCPA, CTA, Reg. 
Tax Agent. 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
Mobile: 0412 011 946
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113. 
Web: www.ptasaccountants.com.au

Planning your way forward post COVID-19

Image courtesy Xhienne Wikimedia Commons CC BY-SA 2.5
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SEPARATION, divorce, matrimonial 
settlement.

No matter what term you use, taking 
the huge step to leave your spouse or 
accepting that they have left you is an 
emotionally stressful and unsettling 
time.

It is even more so if you don’t know 
which way to turn or who can help you.

It is a very lonely time.
From seeing this regularly, daily 

in fact, I can assure you that this is 
temporary and a whole new chapter 
of your life awaits you… but first, let’s 
face the matter head on and protect 
you — together.

There are a number of aspects of a 
separation when we look at it from a 
legal angle and I will cover some of 
these below.

But before I do, the most important 
thing is you and (if applicable) your 
children’s safety.

Sadly, following separation, it is not 
uncommon for raw emotion to get in 
the way of what should be an amicable 
arrangement.

Sometimes, this can end up in you 
or your family being concerned for 
their safety.

To be clear, there is nothing a lawyer 
can do to ensure your safety from an 
immediate perspective.

This is a police matter and they can 
assist you ensuring your safety and 
protection.

An Intervention Order is relevant 
here and is a court order usually 
applied for by the police on your 
behalf.

Unfortunately,  this process is 
sometimes abused and you might find 
yourself on the receiving end of one.

Navigating the law and process of 
both applying for (either with the 
police or on your own) or receiving one 

is something a lawyer can assist with 
once the immediate safety concerns 
are dealt with.

An Interim Intervention Order may 
be put in place promptly and then 
the Final Intervention Order may be 
granted following a legal process.

An Intervention Order can affect you 
in a number of ways from a criminal 
record, reducing work prospects, 
suspending your firearms licence and 
having your firearms confiscated, and 
of course, it can affect your Family 
Law Matter.

The term divorce is thrown around 
in society as being used for any kind 
of finalisation of a marriage.

The first comment to make is that 
whether a couple are married or in a 
de-facto relationship, the legislation 
is essentially mirrored.

When dealing with a separation of 
a married couple, divorce (in a legal 
sense) is isolated to the divorce order 
which, without sounding insensitive, 
means you are not legally still married 
and you can now marry another 
person if you so wish.

This is completely separate to any 
financial or children’s matters.

When it comes to the process, we 
always advise parties to finalise the 
financial and/or children’s matters 
first as once a divorce order is granted, 
time limits commence which may 
affect your financial matters.

When dealing with any financial 
matters, you need to know what you 
would be entitled to if the matter were 
to progress to court.

I know…the dreaded word “court”.
At Rush & Hampshire, we do 

everything we can to keep you out of 
court as the legal and court fees will 
likely exceed the gap between the 
parties’ offers.

The vast majority of matters settle 
either between the parties or their 
lawyers.

In saying that, in some matters 
there is no other option than to issue 
proceedings but this is not done 

lightly and we clearly set out the 
possible costs involved.

Sometimes this is a strategic move 
but in some matters we must strap 
in for the long haul due to a difficult 
party.

Once you know what you would 
receive at court in a financial 
settlement, you will be equipped to 
negotiate, either yourself if you feel 
confident enough to, or alternatively, 
we can act on your behalf in this 
respect.

If your matter is in the vast majority 
then once negotiation has been 
completed between the parties, either 
with or without lawyers, and you 
have agreed on a settlement, we can 
assist you to draw up the appropriate 
paperwork.

In order to protect yourself moving 
forward, there are two ways you can 
settle your financial matters.

Firstly, if both parties have lawyers, 
a binding financial agreement may 
be drawn up.

There are strict rules on how these 
must be completed by the parties and 
it is important that the document and 
the process of executing it complies 
with legislation and case law to avoid 
it being open to an application to be 
set aside.

Secondly, and more commonly 
used either when neither of the 
parties are represented, one party 
is represented or both parties are 
represented, is consent orders.

Consent Orders are an application 
to the court with the orders the parties 
have agreed to be made.

The court will then ensure these 
comply with the legislation and case 
law and if approved, they are sealed 
in chambers.

This means there is no appearance 
or court hearing required.

It is important that the consent 
orders and application is drawn 
correctly to ensure there is compliance 
with the legislation to minimise the 
chance of it being rejected.

Children’s matters are completely 
separate.

The media and TV/movies may have 
you referring to this as custody.

A number of client’s prefer to keep 
the children’s matters separate from 
the financial settlement and either 
stick with the status quo or amicably 
work towards a mutual informal 
agreement.

Children’s matters can be addressed 
as part of the consent orders if the 
parties wish but similarly to if the 
parties cannot agree, there may be 
certain circumstances where the only 
option is to proceed to court.

Again, due to the costs involved, this 
is a last resort.

Regardless of whether you wish to 
address the children’s matters as part 
of your separation with solicitors or 
not, you need advice to ensure you 
understand what your rights are so 
you can proceed to obtain a just result.

The child’s or children’s best interests 
are paramount in all matters.

On a side note, you also need 
to be aware of the child support 
ramifications of your children’s 
arrangements.

Family Law is a very involved area of 
law and very distinct to all other areas.

Every matter is different and unique 
and therefore there is no “one size 
fits all”.

It is important you know your legal 
position and are guided through the 
practical aspects of your matter so you 

can get a just or good result.
At Rush & Hampshire Barristers & 

Solicitors, we generally meet with you 
for an initial consultation and then 
assist you moving forward based on 
your needs following discussing the 
options with you.

We  t e n d  t o  r e l a t e  t h i s  t o  a 
smorgasbord; we present it and you 
choose which meal you want and then 
we can tailor it for you.

Rush & Hampshire Barristers & 
Solicitors are still available full 
time, working from home as most 
of us are of course, due to the 
current restrictions.
We can arrange a time to meet 
you via telephone or video 
conferencing.
Feel free to call us to see how we 
can help you.
If you wish to phone us and reach 
our voicemail, please leave a 
message as we are prompt in our 
responses.
Alternatively, you can send us 
an email but please include 
your phone number as we will 
need to call you to discuss your 
requirements.
Aaron Farr is the Principal Lawyer 
at Rush & Hampshire Barristers & 
Solicitors, 163 Yarra Street
Telephone: (03) 9844 4646
Email:  
legal@rushandhampshire.com.au

By AARON FARR

legal

You made the tough decision to move on, what now?

IN ITS CLIMATE Change and Land 
Report released in August 2019, the 
UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change recognised the 
benefits of a plant-based diet in 
reducing our carbon footprint.

At the time, the co-chair of one of 
the working groups that prepared the 
report, Hans-Otto Pörtner, said:

“We don’t want to tell people what 
to eat.

“But it would indeed be beneficial, 
for both climate and human health, 

if people in many rich countries 
consumed less meat, and if politics 
would create appropriate incentives 
to that effect.”

As a highly affluent country, Australia 
is a case in point.

Most of us have been brought up to 
enjoy the taste and texture of meat, 
which in its various forms is a major 
part of the nation’s diet.

In fact, Australians are among the 
biggest consumers of meat per capita 
in the world.

While personally I have long been a 
vegetarian, this article does not aim 
to convert anyone to vegetarianism 
or veganism.

Instead, WarrandyteCAN invites 
readers to consider how they can 
change their diet to make it more 
sustainable, even if it still includes 
meat.

The benefits of changing to such 
a diet extend not just to reducing 
emissions but to enabling major 
savings in key resources, such as water.

For example, studies have shown 
that beef production uses up relatively 
far more water than is required to 
produce comparable quantities of 

plant-based foods such as tofu or oats, 
irrespective of whether the cattle are 
grass or grain-fed.

O f  c o u r s e,  a d o p t i n g  a  m o re 
sustainable diet involves various other 
considerations apart from how much 
meat or other animal products to eat 
and from what sources.

It is far better, for example, to buy 
locally-produced foods, as generally 
their carbon footprint is much lower 
than comparable imported products.

And it is far better to avoid foods 
containing unsustainable palm oil 
produced as a result of destroying 
tropical rainforests.

Factors like these aside, it is clear 
that food production from animal 
sources significantly contributes to 
greenhouse gas emissions and global 
warming.

According to an Oxford University 
study (2018), food production is 
responsible for 26 per cent of all such 
emissions, with animal products 
accounting for some 58 per cent of all 
food-related emissions.

The study found that a global change 
to an animal-free diet would reduce 
food-related emissions by about 49 

per cent;  while in the USA, where 
per capita meat consumption is three 
times the global average, such a 
change would reduce such emissions 
by 61–73 per cent. 

The Oxford study aligns with the 
IPCC’s Climate Change and Land 
Report, which was prepared by 107 
experts from 52 countries.

The IPCC report calls for an overall 
focus on sustainability and says 
that keeping global warming to well 
below two degrees centigrade can be 
achieved only by reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions from all (emissions-
producing) sectors including land 
and food.

The IPCC’s summary of the report 
states:

Balanced diets, featuring plant-
based foods, such as those based 
on coarse grains, legumes, fruits 
and vegetables, nuts and seeds, and 
animal-sourced food produced in 
resilient, sustainable and low-GHG 
emission systems, present major 
opportunities for adapting to and 
mitigating climate change…

The report provides strong support 

for reducing meat consumption and 
generally making dietary changes to 
foods with a lower carbon footprint 
— but it does not rule out sustainably-
produced food from animal sources.

If you are interested in changing 
to a more sustainable yet healthy 
diet, including choosing meat from 
low-emission sources, websites like 
Sustainable Table at sustainabletable.
org.au/all-things-ethical-eating/ can 
provide a wealth of information.

You might like to make a small change 
at first, such as a “#meatfreeMonday”: 
www.meatfreemondays.com/.

WarrandyteCAN recognises that 
people are often conservative about 
making dietary changes.

But doing so can be a culinary 
adventure involving a rich diversity of 
cuisines and dishes, as well as being 
good for our planet.

Jeff Cranston is a member of local 
Climate Change action group 
WarrandyteCAN. If you’d like to 
become a Climate Change hero, find 
them on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/warrandytecan

By JEFF CRANSTON 
WarrandyteCAN

green edge

The global benefits of reducing your meat intake
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GENERALLY, I’VE found that most 
people who live in Warrandyte profess 
an affinity with the nature of the place.

Some would call this the genius loci, 
and say it means respectful to the soul 
of a place.

Architectural usage today, genius 
loci usually refers to a location’s 
distinctive atmosphere, or “spirit of the 
place” or as the Roman religion had it, 
“Guardian Spirit”.

The Wurundjeri call it tikilara or 
“spirit of place.”

Whatever genius loci you live by, 
there is a lot here to be thankful for, 
even more so during this pandemic 
lockdown.

Bushland reserves and backyard trees 
providing ecological services such as 
fresh clean air, small fascinating islands 
of ancient vegetation communities, 
rich bird assembly, native mammals, 
pleasant calming surroundings and 
real space for social distancing.

Historically, few parasites have 
caused devastation to animals, plants, 
and humans in the same way that 
viruses have.

Diseases such as polio, foot and 
mouth, and smallpox are all well 
known for the widespread, devastating 
effect on people and animals.

Less well  known about is  the 
complete crop failure that a vast 
number of viruses have the potential 
to cause.

A zoonosis or zoonotic disease is a 
disease that can pass from an animal 
or insect to a human.

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  e m e r g i n g 
infectious diseases (almost all recent 
pandemics) originate in animals, 
mostly wildlife, and their emergence 
often involves dynamic interactions 
among high diversity populations of 
wildlife, livestock, and people within 
rapidly changing environments, in 
particular land clearances in the 
conversion of forest to farms.

By far the most important non-
human hosts are other mammals, 
with rodents and cloven footed 
animals such as sheep, cattle and 
deer most identified as alternative 
hosts,  fol lowed by pr imates, 
carnivores and bats (Toph Allen 
2017).

Understanding the virus, SARS-
CoV-2 and the disease it causes 
COVID-19, requires us to think of 
landscapes and habitats, the details 
of  human-animal  interact ions 
from different angles including 
natural history and biology, social 
relationships, economics and ethics 
(Waltner-Toews 2020).

Australia’s land clearing is the fourth 
highest in the world; it’s a primary 
cause of our massive biodiversity 
losses.

There are 17 mega-diverse countries 
and Australia is one of those.

We have 1,350 terrestrial vertebrates 
that occur nowhere else, Indonesia is 
second in the world with 850.

Since the 1970s,  the greatest 
rates of forest clearance have been 
in southeastern Queensland and 

northern New South Wales, although 
Victoria is the most cleared state.

Without clear policies to regenerate 
degraded forests and protect existing 
tracts at a massive scale, Australia 
stands to lose a large proportion of 
its remaining endemic biodiversity 
(Corey 2012).

More than one million hectares 
of native bush and forest have been 
cleared in Queensland over the last 
four years.

Land clearing in Queensland is now 
on par with Brazil.

Yet, even the most conservation-
minded amongst us rarely think 
about the trillions of viruses, yeasts, 
fungi, and bacteria for whom these 
disappearing animals are home, or 
about where those microfauna might 

look for new homes once we raze 
their habitats for mines, cattle 
ranches, or cities.

They are microscopic refugees 
from those lost  habitats and 
disappearing species (Waltner-
Toews).

It is human population pressure 
l e a d i n g  t o  u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
e nv i ro n m e nt a l  d e g ra d at i o n , 
climatic change, social inequality, 
and other negative consequences.

This crisis stems from a dramatic 
increase in human appropriation 
of natural resources to keep pace 
with rapid population growth, 
vegetation clearance, dietary shifts 
toward animal products increasing 
livestock production, urbanisation, 
global travel and trade and higher 
demand for energy.

Biodiversity is declining rapidly 
across the world.

Ecosystem functions and stability, 
upon which we depend for life, depend 
on biodiversity.

Altogether it is a perfect storm of 
diverse drivers of virus emergence 
acting in concert.

In Victoria, Zoonotics are not new; 
Murray Valley encephalitis, kunjin, 
lyssa virus and anthrax are few that 
are present.

Anthrax is caused by Bacillus 
anthracis, a spore-forming bacterium, 
which in its spore form is extremely 
resi l ient  to  heat,  drought  and 
chemicals and can remain dormant 
in the environment for decades.

Grazing herbivores (for example, 
catt le  and sheep) are infected 
through ingesting spores present in 

contaminated soils, while browsers 
(for example, deer) may ingest the 
pathogen on contaminated foliage 
(Agriculture Victoria).

Anthrax has occurred sporadically in 
Australia for over 150 years spreading 
along old stock routes through central 
NSW into northern Victoria.

Over the last 20 years, Victorian 
anthrax cases have typically been 
located within the historic “anthrax 
belt”, focused particularly in dairy 
cattle in the Stanhope/Tatura area.

Historical mapping of outbreaks 
includes some very close to the Yarra 
Valley (the maps are broad indicators 
only).

The last Victorian death from anthrax 
was a knackery worker in 2007 and last 
outbreak was in 2017.

Anthrax seems to require long hot 
summers to become problematic.

Th e  map p e d  b e l t  o f  a nt h ra x 
occurrences extends from northern 
Victoria through New South Wales to 
Queensland and closely adheres to 
areas of the largest historical native 
vegetation clearances in temperate 
South-eastern Australia.

The association between deer with 
anthrax is food for thought with the 
hundreds of deer freely moving from 
the High Country, across the Yarra 
Valley landscape, through our parks, 
and into our yards.

We should not only thank our 
Guardian Spirits the local Landcare 
Groups, environmental associations, 
Councils Shires and agencies who are 
attempting to reduce deer numbers, 
we should also actively support them.

By BRUCE DAVIDSON
WARRANDYTE resident Matt Jeffery 
(aka “Cracka”) gets to work on some 
interesting projects.

As  a  special ist  cons er vation 
carpenter he is called upon to weave 
some magic and return aged rotten 
timber and rusty nails to safe stable 
structures ready for another 100 years.

He has worked on restoration 
projects for the National Trust, Parks 
Victoria, Heritage Victoria and for the 
private sector.

He has undertaken work on Gulf 
Station at Yarra Glen, Glenample 
Homestead on the Great Ocean 
Road, Heronswood at Dromana, the 
Quarantine Station at Point Nepean 
and the historic Sunbury Women’s 
Prison, among others.

His current project is the Kelly House 
at Beveridge, 40 kilometres north of 
Melbourne.

Matt was awarded the contract for 
all conservation/restoration work on 
the property.

The house was built by John Kelly, 
Ned Kelly’s father and was Ned’s 
boyhood home for four years.

John “Red” Kelly, was born in 
Tipperary, Ireland on February 20, 
1820.

In 1840, he was accused of stealing 
and sel l ing two pigs  and was 
subsequently convicted and sentenced 
to seven years’ transportation.

He arrived in Hobart in January 
1842, on the Prince Regent and by that 

time had already served one year of 
his sentence.

He spent the next six years as a 
convict labourer, mostly working on 
roads.

In early 1848 he was granted freedom 
and sometime over the next two years 
made his way to Victoria.

Not a lot is known about his 
movements over the next decade, 
although we know he married 
Ellen Quinn at St Francis Church 
Melbourne, in November 1850, and 
it appears he was successful on the 
Bendigo gold fields.

The Kellys moved to Beveridge in 
1854, with their third child, Edward 
“Ned”,  being born in the December 
of that year.

John had probably lived and worked 
in the general area over the previous 
few years.

He worked as a dairyman, carpenter 
and horse trader.

In 1859, John Kelly purchased a 21 
acre property in Beveridge and in the 
same year he built a two-room cottage 
mostly from materials scavenged in 
the vicinity; an adzed and broad axed 
sapling frame, a blue stone chimney, a 
shingle roof and split weather boards.

It originally had an earthen floor.
Later, there was a dairy and stables.
Beveridge did not work out for the 

Kellys and they sold the house in 1864, 
and the new owner put an iron roof 
over the shingles and extended the 

building with adjoining rooms.
The Kellys moved to Avenel and 

times were tough with six children 
to support.

It seems John tried his hand at cattle 
duffing.

He was caught and sentenced for 
six months, and although he only 
served four, his health deteriorated 
so seriously that he died soon after in 
December 1866.

Ned Kelly, aged 12, signed the death 
certificate.

Matt believes John Kelly should have 
stuck to carpentry.

The two roomed house he built 
attests to his skills.

Still standing after 150 years and 
neglected for many of those, the 
building is quite sturdy and in very 
original condition.

Matt has done work to make it 
structurally sound but Heritage 
Victoria have specified minimal 
intervention.

It’s a rare example of a vernacular 
timber cottage, based on Irish 
principles.

It is the intention of Heritage Victoria 
that the Kelly House be open to the 
public and form part of a Kelly trail 
taking in many significant locations of 
the Ned Kelly story throughout North 
East Victoria.

The additions which require 
stabilisation and restoration will be 
used as an interpretive centre.

Cracka chips in on conserving Kelly legacy

By GLENN JAMESON

nature

The viral impact of urbanisation and its effect on nature



Living  
& Learning 
Nillumbik 
– where people share, 
learn and connect
At this time, all three Living  
& Learning Nillumbik sites are 
closed, with staff working from 
home. There will be no face-to-face 
programs during Term 3 – many 
classes have moved online and all 
scheduled online classes will continue. 

We are accepting enrolments 
for CHC33015 – Certificate III 
in Individual Support (Ageing, 
Home and Community) which will 
commence online in October. 

Our reopening will be a staged 
approach and schedules will be 
subject to change – we thank you for 
your understanding and support. 

Please visit our website for more 
information, or contact us at info.
livinglearning@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
should you have any enquiries.

Wishing you all the best  
- stay safe, stay home!

livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

Contacting us  
Please note that the Nillumbik 
Shire Council offices in Civic Drive, 
Greensborough, are closed.
Our customer service can be reached on 
9433 3111 8.30am to 5pm Monday to Friday. 
Many common tasks can also be completed 
via our website.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au

COVID-19 
community support 
Visit our website for resources and 
information to help us continue 
looking after ourselves and each 
other during COVID-19. 
Including disability services, mental health, 
support information and many other resources.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/covid-19-community

Nillumbik Deer 
Information Session
Join our free webinar on  
12 September, 2pm to 4pm, to 
learn more about deer in Nillumbik. 
Find out some of the management options 
available, and hear from a panel of deer 
experts. We will also have a Q&A session to 
answer your questions. To book your free 
spot visit participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/community-deer-management.
 

Together in 
Nillumbik survey
Council is committed to supporting 
the community to stay safe and 
well in these uncertain times. 
To better understand your experiences 
during COVID-19 we have partnered with 
healthAbility Community Health Service to 
deliver the Together in Nillumbik survey. 

Complete the survey before October 2  
or book into a focus group session at  
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ 
together-in-nillumbik. 

To complete the survey over the  
phone or talk to one of our staff about  
available services call 9433 3144  
during business hours.

Council services 
and facilities
Due to current restrictions,  
many Council services and 
facilities are impacted. 
All leisure centres, gyms, pools, 
libraries, playgrounds and outdoor gyms, 
skateparks, community halls  
and reception centres are now closed.
Please make sure to continue  
checking our website for the most  
up-to-date information about facilities 
re-opening and services recommencing.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/covid-19

2020 Council 
elections
Voting in the 2020 general 
elections will be conducted  
by post. 

Ballot packs will be mailed out between  
6-8 October and will contain instructions for 
returning your completed ballot via mail. 
Voting closes at 6pm on Friday 23 October. 

Find information about your ward and local 
ward Councillor via the My Neighbourhood 
page on the Nillumbik website. 

All candidates must complete mandatory 
training prior to nominating.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/council-elections

Upgrade or 
change your bins
An expanded range of  
kerbside bins is now available  
for households in Nillumbik.

The new options are in addition to the 
existing bins, and include a larger 240-litre 
weekly green waste bin, a weekly 120-litre 
landfill bin and a larger 140-litre fortnightly 
landfill bin.

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/bins or 9433 3111
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IT WAS ONLY last month that the ABC 
reported Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) data showed 
a 33 per cent increase in the number 
of children presenting at hospitals in 
Victoria due to self-harm, compared 
to the same period last year.

T h e  D H H S  s t a t i s t i c s  a l s o 
demonstrated an increase of over nine 
percent across all ages.

These figures are equally supported 
by similar statistics offered by Lifeline 
who have received twenty five percent 
more calls than this time last year.

It is very concerning our young 
population is struggling so much 
through COVID-19 that some are 
resorting to the extreme measures of 
self-harm.

Self-harm ranges from cutting, 

b u r n i n g  o r  h i t t i n g  o n e s e l f  t o 
overdosing, binge eating or starvation 
or repeatedly putting oneself in danger. 

In extreme cases, self-harm can 
result in death, though generally 
people who self-harm, do not intend 
to take their own life.

While self-harm does not always 
mean suicide, it can be a predictor of 
suicide if not taken seriously, especially 
if there are repeated episodes.

The Victorian Suicide Prevention 
framework 2016–2025 was set up with 
a goal to halve Victoria’s suicide rate 
by 2025.

Details of their plan can be found on 
the health.vic website.

One in five Australians has a mental 
illness or disorder, seventy five percent 
of mental health issues begin before 
the age of twenty five, which means 
nearly half of the population will 
experience some form of mental health 
problem in their lifetime.

These are scary numbers, and they 
double where LGBTIQ people are 
concerned.

COVID-19 has certainly added to the 
stress and anxiety people are feeling, 
and the restrictions in Victoria have 
been extreme to live under, despite 
the promise of a return to a more 
normal life if the number of cases keep 
dropping.

I was reading some of the posts on 
beyondblue.org.au and it strikes me 
that there are many people out there 
in our society requiring help and 
certainly this is a fantastic service to 
assist those who are struggling.

Headspace.org.au are offering 
specific advice to their cohort (for ages 
12 to 25 years) for those struggling from 
the impacts of COVID-19 suggesting 
tips on how to “get back into life” 
during this time.

It is certainly worth directing your 
“young person” to either of these 
websites if you feel that they are at risk 
of, or have been, self-harming.

Common challenges that might 
be identified are; lack of motivation, 
inability to keep a routine, withdrawing 
from doing things that are normally 

enjoyed, trouble with sleeping, 
drinking alcohol or taking drugs, 
failing to exercise regularly as well as 
increased fears about the future.

Lifeline also offers great advice on 
self-harm and explains that there are 
a range of reasons why people resort 
to it.

Some of these reasons are to help 
stop “negative emotions or pain, 
such as feeling hopeless, anxious or 
rejected.”

Other reasons for self-harm include 
self-punishment, but often it is to 
simply “release tension”.

Isolation or loneliness are other 
reasons why individuals might self-
harm, and this is perhaps why during 
COVID-19 there has been such an 
increase in numbers.

Control is another motive for people 
to self-harm, because those who do 
it, may have lost a sense of control in 
some part of their life, but are in control 
of what they do to their own body.

What is important, is that we, the 
observers of self-harm, are aware that 

this behaviour is a possible cry for 
help, a cry to be noticed, or a cry that 
the perpetrator is not coping with their 
life as it is.

Seek help if you are self-harming or 
know someone that is self-harming, 
there are many brilliant services in 
Victoria and many counsellors willing 
to listen.

Stephanie Foxley is a Warrandyte 
counsellor offering online 
counselling services. Medibank, 
Bupa, Police Health Fund and 
Doctor’s Health fund accredited. 
Member of ACA and CCAA.
Mobile: 0407 921 122 
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Coronavirus Health Information 
Line: 1800 020 080
Kids Helpline: 1800 551 800
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 224 636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Headspace: (12-25 years) 
1800 650 890
Health and Human Services: 
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Dealing with lockdown: Adolescent self-harming

By STEPHANIE FOXLEY 
MCouns, MACA

mental health

Hope 
on the 
horizon

A Warrandyte resident on Tindals 
Road captured this spectacular 
double rainbow recently.
The rainbow seems to be 
touching down right in the heart 
of Warrandyte, in the valley below 
and is surely a good omen of good 
times to come when we will be 
able to travel more freely and see 
friends and family.
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HAVE YOU EVER wondered why living 
in our community, many of us go: 
“Ahh, this feels so good”?

Well, it’s not just because of work, 
money, or the people we are with, but 
because our environment is dirty!

Yep, full of dirt, our soil has so many 
nutrients that our body needs.

Not only is soil good for us, but 
mother nature also affects our wellness 
in a way you may not have thought of.

So, kick off your shoes and go outside 
and feel mother nature with your bare 
skin because “grounding” is essential.

Let ’s  discover how these two 
elements contribute to your health.

Can soil contribute to human 
health?

The simple answer is yes.
A recent study made a connection 

between our soil and the human 
gut, and they discovered the gut 
microbiome has approximately the 
same number of active microorganisms 
in our soil.

According to an article published by 
the US National Library of Medicine 
— National Institute of Health, it was 
discovered, less contact with soil 
combined with modern lifestyle and 
nutrition led to the depletion of the 
gut microbiome, and this affects our 
health.

Microbes live in our dirt, and they 
also get into the leaves, root systems, 
in the plants’ pores and also have 
aqueous channels which deliver 
water and nutrients from the soil to 
the plants.

The dirt is surrounding the plant both 
inside and outside.

So, next time you are eating a carrot, 
broccoli or other vegetables, the 

microbes are in this plant, and we 
ingest their benefits.

Once these microbes get into our 
intestines, they fortify the human gut 
microbiome.

For those of us exposed to soil, such 
as gardeners or people who are in 
regular contact with soil; farmers or 
rural communities, are more resistant 
to allergies and asthma.

There is research still going on 
gathering more data on the link 
between the bugs in dirt and human 
health.
Why is grounding essential to your 

health?
Have you ever felt confused, light-

headed or too much mental chatter in 
your head that you think your brain is 
starting to hurt?

When you have those experiences, 
what is your natural reaction in these 
times?

Often, we will want to lie down or 
get up and walk or even go outside 
and get some fresh air — a desire to 
get into nature, the garden, or a walk 
down the street.

It’s like we innately know we need 
something to help us through this.

What we are seeking is to change 
our feeling (our frequency level), and 
we do this by grounding ourselves to a 
frequency that supports our body—our 
Autonomic Nervous System (ANS).

So how does frequency affect us?
We are energetic beings, and every 

human has an energy field.
You may have used the term, “I just 

don’t like the vibe of that person”, or 
“they give off good vibes”.

We are unconsciously interpreting 
their current frequency in the “energy 
field”.

These days we are exposed to so many 
frequencies; radio waves, microwaves, 
wi-fi towers, thunderstorms and even 
medically with ECG, EEG, EKG and 
MRI scans.

Science has confirmed our planet has 
a vibrational frequency and it is known 
as The Schumann Resonance.

The Schumann Resonance measures 
the electromagnetic field of earth, 
and the frequency has been 7.83Hz 
for thousands of years, but with a few 
variations since 1952.

Why is this frequency important 
to us?

Human brainwaves resonate through 
five states; from a deep sleep Delta 
state (0.5–4Hz) to and an active 
Gamma state (30–40Hz).

The Schumann Resonance falls 
between Theta and Alpha states, which 
are more relaxed states.

So, by grounding ourselves to Mother 
Earth, according to science, we can 
change our brainwave state to a more 

relaxed state.
The research is still ongoing around 

the electromagnetic frequency and 
the connection between the earth 
frequency and our body.

Our environment is our health gift.
How much do you appreciate coming 

home to your beautiful environment, 
where Mother Nature is bountiful?

If you have been in the inner-city 
areas, or travelled to heavily built-up 
areas, coming home to our community, 
to nature, to Mother Earth can instantly 
change your mood.

But when we truly get into our local 
environment and physically connect 
with the earth, the soil, grass, water, 
trees et cetera — that’s when we reap 
the rewards.

In a study published in the Journal 
of Environmental and Public Health, 
they mentioned the importance of 
grounding.

It appears that grounding can 
improve sleep, adjust cortisol rhythm, 
reduce your stress levels and physical 
pain, and also get your autonomic 
nervous system into a parasympathetic 
state, affect your heart rate variability 
and reduce blood viscosity.

Environmental medicine is a growing 
science with a focus on interactions 
between human health and our 
environment.

If you are interested in the effects of 
grounding, why not check out the 2019 
documentary: The Earthing Movie, 
which is available on YouTube.

By MAREE ZIMNY

wellness

Get barefoot and dirty for health’s sake

JESS GOUDGE created this Forkville next to the North Warrandyte Spoonville opposite 51 Kangaroo Ground 
Road. Jess said she made the Forkville for something fun to do and hopes the forks take over and might attack the 
spoons in Spoonville.

Spoons vs Forks: Clash of the cutlery
Photo: ADAM GOUDGE
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By FLETCHER O’LEARY 
AT  WA R R A N W O O D  P r i m a r y 
school, the students are not letting 
Coronavirus stop them from travelling 
around the world.

It’s all part of their Performing Arts 
Program, as Performing Arts teacher 
Jacinta O’Leary explains.

“I thought it was a fun way to 
incorporate the ‘Dance unit’ of 
my program, so that students are 
experiencing different cultures and 

learning about the world around them 
through dance.

“I felt this was especially important 
during lockdown,” she said.

The students visit a different country 
each week.

They learn about the culture and 
traditions of the country, the National 
costumes and the National dance 
through a tutorial.

So far students have been to Hawaii 
(learnt the Hula), New Zealand 

(Learnt the Haka), Italy, (learnt the 
Tarantella), Greece (learnt Zorba), 
Scotland (learnt the Highland Fling) 
and Thailand (learnt the Dance of 
1000 hands).

And that’s not all — they haven’t 
completed their World Dance Tour 
yet, they still have more places to 
visit such as Germany, Africa, Russia 
and the last stop will be back here in 
Australia to learn an Aboriginal Dream 
time story dance.

“Students love participating in the 
dance tutorials, dressing up in the 
traditional costumes and they send 
me photos and video footage of them 
performing the dances each week.

“ I t ’s  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  p a r e n t s , 
grandparents and siblings are 
often learning the dances too and 
performing them with the student.

“It’s been a positive way for our 
students to keep fit and feel connected 
to others,” said Jacinta.

The students at Warranwood might 
be restricted to online home learning 
like the rest of Victoria but they 
certainly are not isolated from the 
rest of the world.

Thanks to their Performing Arts 
program, they understand the 
important role that national dance 
plays in sharing and passing on 
cultural stories and traditions.

Let’s Keep Dancing!

Dancing around the world through lockdown!
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BY AMANDA CALLAWAY
THROUGHOUT Term 3, Anderson’s 
C re e k  P r i ma r y  S ch o o l  ( AC P S ) 
continued to place emphasis on well-
being, by bringing staff and families 
together through a range of whole 
school events.

When at school, ACPS holds an 
annual Family Science Night to 
celebrate National Science Week and 
to engage students in the wonders of 
Science.

Literacy Leader and Grade 5/6 
teacher, Ms Maria Healey, saw an 
opportunity for Grade 6 leaders to be 
involved in promoting and preparing a 
whole school celebration online.

“Through online meetings, staff and 
students worked together to prepare a 
whole school Science Day.

“It really was a collaborative effort 
as students and teachers contributed 
a range of science-based activities 
that families could choose from to 

participate in,” she said.
School Principal, Sue Dyos praised 

the students for actively participating.
“The day was a huge success.
“It was wonderful to see siblings 

working together on science projects 
and then sharing creations and 
discoveries across year levels”.

Staff at ACPS wanted to deliver a 
message, and a smile, to their students.

Performing Arts teacher, Ms Natika 
Jenes and Acting Assistant Principal, 
Mr Jake Laurie teamed up to coordinate 
a staff song.

Mr Laurie said: “The staff were happy 
to unite together and push themselves 
outside their comfort zones to make 
a video that was aimed at lifting the 
spirits of students feeling isolated at 
home.”

Staff members each recorded a small 
video which Mr Laurie collated and 
edited, to produce a staff video to the 
Jason Mraz song Have it All.

Grade 2 student, Hunter, said “I 
could watch it all day” and Grade 1 
student, Jesse.

“Thank you for making this, it made 
me emotional.”

The Grade 3/4 staff initiated the idea 
of a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party.

The idea developed into a whole 
school event and was coordinated with 
the Visual Arts program.

Grade 3/4 Coordinator and teacher, 
Brooke Eastwood, said the students 
were asked to wait for a secret red 
envelope which generated a lot of 
questions like, where will we find it, 
will it be on the computer, what will 
be in it?

“Once the invitations to the tea 
party were received, preparations 
began with creating a special hat in 
Art class and preparing their special 
tea,” he said.

Students enjoyed the special 
occasion. Grade 4 student, Erin, said 

“I was very excited when an invitation 
to the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party arrived 
in the mail”.

“The envelope was filled with glitter 
and stars and I had to open it outside 
so I didn’t make a big mess!”

Another of many school events that 
have had to be reshaped were school 
camps.

Specialist Team Leader and Physical 
Education teacher, Ms Meredith 
Thornton, initiated the idea of a whole 
school “camp out”.

It was designed so students could 
participate either in their backyard 
or inside if this was more convenient.

Grade 2 student, Aisling, said “I loved 
camping out in our backyard.”

“My sleeping bag was nice and cosy 
and it was fun sleeping in the tent with 
my family”.

Ms Thornton said “The idea was well 
received and was an exciting way to 
finish the term.”

“Some students enjoyed a camp fire 
with the family, some put up tents 
in the backyard and many enjoyed 
building a cubby house and being able 
to sleep in the living room.

“Some families liked the idea so 
much that they had planned to 
continue their camping into the school 
holidays.”

ACPS has continued to strengthen 
its learning community despite being 
physically apart.

By KATIE PENHALLURIACK
EXERCISE FOR a maximum of two 
hours per day, not travelling outside 
a five kilometre radius from home 
and only leaving home for four main 
reasons.

We’ve certainly all had to learn to 
adapt in recent months.

However, even in these uncertain 
times, the families of Warrandyte 
Primary School were determined that 
the annual Father’s Day Breakfast 
was going to go ahead … one way or 
another!

On Friday, September 4, WPS families 
came together (via our computer 
screens of course) to celebrate all our 
dads and special friends.

The morning began with the “Great 
Pancake Bake” where the families 
followed instructions more-or-less 
simultaneously to create warm, fluffy 
pancakes.

Utilising cooking expertise within the 
school community, Whisker-in-Chief, 
Younes Khazour was only too happy 

to share his finely honed whisking 
technique.

Apparently it is all in the bicep action 
and the more flair on display, the 
fluffier the pancakes.

The morning continued with a 
Father’s Day themed Kahoot trivia 
quiz and ended with the highlight of 
the day, an interview with special guest 
singer and fellow Warrandytian, Josh 
Teskey from The Teskey Brothers.

We caught an insight into Josh’s new 
role as dad to five month old Ayva as 
he said one of his favourite activities 
is to take Ayva for walks along the 
beautiful Warrandyte walking tracks, 
in and around the township and the 
State Park.

The questions then started coming 
in thick and fast from the WPS families 
online.

Josh said the first album he owned 
was the Green Day Nimrod album, 
which he got when he was 11, and that 
his current favourite song is Try a Little 
Tenderness by Otis Redding.

He also admitted to being a bit of a 
Kenny Rogers fan, saying that in the 
early days of his music career, there 
had been many times when he’d sung 
Islands in the Stream as a wedding 
singer.

When asked whether The Teskey 
Brothers would perform again at the 
Warrandyte Festival one day, Josh 
said when they were about 12 years 
old, one of their first ever gigs was at 
the Festival.

He then pointed out that two of the 
Teskey Brothers had been members 
of the Warrandyte Primary School 
Bushband, and that it would be great 
to get back to perform at the festival 
again.

Josh then treated everyone to a live 
rendition of Hold Me from The Teskey 
Brothers Run Home Slow album.

This was a very special Father’s Day 
Breakfast and reminded us just why we 
all love living in Warrandyte.

Father’s Day Breakfast with Josh Teskey

Together from a distance



The Rotary Club has not been asleep during the lockdown. Some members 
and volunteers have been very active extending our Op shop and finding 
a way to develop a safe drive and collect system so that a small amount 
of income is possible.
We’ve missed our fundraising activities and our normal meetings, but have 

been meeting weekly by Zoom. The club is doing some extensive planning for the future to strengthen our club. 
In the past few months we’ve established the RCWD Fund which has now donated around $500 towards free Coffee/
Tea for Health Workers at Box Hill Hospital. Members are donating in lieu of their usual meeting requirements and 
the club is grateful for this small amount of money to help the community. 
We look forward to soon getting back to all our activities, including the Tunstall Market and, of course, the much 
loved and missed Warrandyte Riverside Market with our co-partners, CFA, Lions, Warrandyte Community Association 
and the Warrandyte Community Church. 
We have missed our community involvement and look forward to getting back into the swing of our usual activities 
and more. We acknowledge there will be a lot of hardship to come for many people who may need help. 
We thank the Op Shop volunteers and all those who support us in our quest to help the community and look 
forward to seeing you soon. 
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By JOSH HUNTLY

WARRANDYTE FOOTBALL Club’s 
search for a Senior Coach came to its 
conclusion with the appointment of 
Paul “Chopper” Donahoo, who will 
lead the side until 2023.

Donahoo joined Warrandyte last 
season after a glittering career at 
Prahran Football Club, claiming nine 
premierships.

Speaking to the club’s podcast 
Bleeding Bloods, Donahoo spoke about 
the process behind his appointment.

“I had a few of the senior boys reach 
out to me and ask if that’s something 
I’d be interested in.

“I’ve always wanted to coach and 
I’ve always wanted to be in that space.

“This opportunity presented itself, 
it’s a great club with a great group 
of young players that have the 
opportunity to grow and develop, 
both as people and footballers.

“The more we sat down and spoke 
about it the more it made sense.

“What a great club and what a great 
group of people. 

“It just made a lot of sense to move 
forward in this direction,” he said.

With an exciting young playing 
group to work with, Donahoo is 
excited for the club’s prospects over 
the next several seasons.

“The talent that’s there from the 
young kids is phenomenal.

“It’s untapped you know, the Under 
19s coming up from last year into 

senior footy and the 19s this year that 
didn’t get to play this year.

“Dunny (Luke Dunn) as well is 
coaching the Under 17s and seeing 
them come through.

“I look at this as a sort of three-to-five 
year thing.

“It’s a two-year employment but over 
the next five years, this club should 
really be looking at moving up a 
division or two,” said Donahoo.

The new Senior Coach sees this as a 
chance not just to develop the playing 
group but also to expand community 
involvement, especially moving out of 
the pandemic.

“We’ve got a real opportunity, 
especially coming out of COVID.

“People need something to hang 
on to, to follow and to jump on board 
with.

“We’ve got an opportunity to firstly 
look after our group but also to get the 
wider community involved.

“The more we can involve everyone, 
to paint the town red, I think is a really 
exciting opportunity.

“We can build something a lot bigger 
than the footy club.”

With physical training before 
Christmas unlikely and the majority 
of activities moved online, the unique 
challenge of moving plans forward, 
especially football-wise through the 
digital landscape presents itself for the 
club’s new coach.

“I know some people out there must 

be sick of it.
“It’s different for sure.
“Recruiting, what does that look 

like now? 
“If I can’t get down in person and 

show off our wonderful club that’s a 
whole different scenario now.

“I’ve cast the web wide in the search 
for an assistant coach, it’s just been 
phone calls and things like that — it’s 
very different.

“Hopefully soon we can all get 
together and do this is in person.”

Donahoo was an integral part of last 
year’s senior side that participated in 
its first finals series in five years, with 
his contested ball skills proving to be 
a more than handy inclusion to the 
Bloods’ midfield.

He will however, be leading the side 
as a non-playing coach during the 
season.

The club also remains on the hunt 
for an assistant coach to join Donahoo 
in 2021.

Warrandyte finalised other coaching 
appointments with the confirmation 
that Wayne Dalton and Clint Wheatley 
would lead the Reserve and Under-19 
sides respectively.

Dalton joined the club at the 
beginning of the 2020 season before 
the season cancellation and Wheatley 
takes over as Under-19s coach for 
the first time since leading the young 
Bloods to the 2015 Premiership.

Donahoo appointed Bloods Coach
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By SUSAN FOREMAN
COMMUNITY sport is the winner 
with two major infrastructure projects 
rolling out in Nillumbik.

The $16.5 million redevelopment 
of the Diamond Valley Sports and 
Fitness Centre in Greensborough 
has now begun construction, as the 
$3.56 million Eltham Central Pavilion 
redevelopment is completed.

Diamond Valley Sports and  
Fitness Centre

T h e  w o r k s  w i l l  i n v o l v e  t h e 
demolition of an existing indoor 
court, the construction of four new 
indoor netball-compliant courts, a 
new double-storey administration/
reception building, the refurbishment 
of the toilets and change rooms and 
works to ensure the building is fully 
accessible.

Nillumbik Mayor Karen Egan said 
the project was great news for the 
thousands of people across the region 
who use this facility for basketball, 
netball, squash badminton, table 
tennis and dodgeball.

“The redevelopment will provide a 
contemporary, fully accessible, fit-
for-purpose regional sports stadium.

“The works are much needed 
and will bring the facility up to the 

expected standards,” Cr Egan said.
Blue Lake Ward Councillor and 

Inclusion Advisory Committee Chair 
Grant Brooker said he was pleased 
the long-awaited redevelopment 
would result in a facility that was 
truly accessible for everyone in the 
community including those with a 
disability.

“The Diamond Valley Sports and 
Fitness Centre was built in 1976, and 
while it has undergone some minor 
upgrades, it is badly out of date.

“We did install a lift in the building 
last year, but much work needs to be 
done to make it fully accessible and 
compliant. 

“It’s been a long journey, but it was 
better to do it right than do it quick.”

Works started in September with the 
opening ceremony scheduled for the 
first quarter of 2022.

The Diamond Valley Sports and 
Fitness Centre, operated by Aligned 
Leisure on behalf of Council, is 
currently closed under COVID-19 
restrictions.

Eltham Central Pavilion
While COVID-19 restr ictions 

mean this venue is also is currently 
closed, the new Eltham Pavilion 
was officially opened by Nillumbik 

Mayor Karen Egan and Eltham MP 
Vicki Ward, representing the Minister 
for Local Government and Minister 
for Community Sport, together 
with Deputy Mayor Peter Clarke, 
Councillors John Dumaresq and Peter 
Perkins and representatives of the 
clubs and U3A.

The pavilion is home to the Eltham 
Football Club, Eltham Junior Football 
Club, Eltham Cricket Club and the 
U3A.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 
event was held virtually.

The upgraded Eltham Pavilion 
includes four new change rooms 
for males and females with showers 
and toilets, male and female umpire 
facilities, a first aid room, gym area, 
and public toilets.

The social building has been 
completely revamped with an 
extended social room with bar, 
kitchen, offices and accessible toilets.

The project was funded through 
a $2.36 million commitment from 
Nil lumbik Shire Council ,  and 
$1.2 million from the Victorian 
Government — $800,000 through its 
Growing Suburbs Fund and $400,000 
through Sport  and Recreation 
Victoria.

Cr Egan said the new pavilion was a 

fantastic facility for the clubs and the 
broader community to enjoy.

“Particularly pleasing is the fact that 
this redevelopment helps address 
the need for facilities that cater to 
the growing numbers of women 
participating in sport,” Cr Egan said.

“It’s a perfect example of Council’s 
commitment to delivering for 
the community and its ability to 
collaborate with other levels of 
government in order to do so.”

Edendale Ward Councillor John 
Dumaresq said the completion of 
the new pavilion had been keenly 
anticipated by the local clubs, who 
were looking forward to putting it 
to good use as soon as the easing of 
COVID-19 restrictions allowed.

“This fantastic new pavilion caters 
to a diversity of user groups and will 
be an invaluable community asset,” 
Cr Dumaresq said.

Deputy Mayor and Wingrove Ward 
Councillor Peter Clarke said Council’s 
investment in improving sports 
facilities across the Shire was vital 
to the health and wellbeing of the 
community.

“This new pavilion will help the 
clubs grow their membership, 
encourage more children and 
adults alike to participate in sport 

and healthy activity, and provide a 
fantastic meeting place.

C h a i r  o f  C o u n c i l ’s  S o c i a l 
Infrastructure Portfolio, Cr Peter 
Perkins, said the new pavilion was 
yet another milestone in a big year 
for sporting infrastructure delivery 
in the Shire.

“This is the latest of a number 
of modern, fully accessible sports 
facilities we’ve completed this year, 
for the community to enjoy,” he said.

Nillumbik Council also have a 
number of other major projects in 
progress, including extension to 
the Diamond Creek Trail and the 
Diamond Creek Netball Pavilion.

New sports facilities across the Shire

Advertisement
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By JOSH HUNTLY
WITH METROPOLITAN Melbourne 
inching closer to the end of Stage 4 
lockdown, the eyes of the regions’ 
cricket clubs are looking towards the 
commencement of the 2020/2021 
season, and they now have a tentative 
start date to work with.

Subject to government regulations 
and the state of case numbers, a 
return to training could occur as soon 
as October 19, while a possible start 
of the season has been identified as 
November 14.

But the new season will look like 
no other before it, with a host of new 
rules and regulations from Cricket 
Victoria (CV) to pose new challenges 
to clubs all around the region, and as 
Warrandyte Cricket Club President 
Bill Stubbs explains, there will be no 
wiggle room.

“WCC is currently working on 
systems and processes to implement 
the Cricket Victoria rules, so we can 
participate in playing cricket soon,” 
said Stubbs in a communication to 
members.

“These rules are to be followed, or 
we don’t play.”

“The WCC will provide processes for 
implementing these practices and all 
of the CV requirements as our plans 
progress.

“I am sure all club members will 
work together to ensure we are 
conducting ourselves in line with 
the rules CV have set out to ensure 
we begin to play as soon as possible, 

continue to play, and that we move 
in a direction where restrictions can 
continue to be eased.”

Players will be required to play and 
go, with social activities forbidden 
from going ahead and the upstairs 
clubrooms expected to be shut for 
the entirety of the season with the 
potential exception of game day 
canteen and bar services.

Training will be completed in 
groups of 10 and no equipment is to 
be shared amongst players.

On game day, the ball will be wiped 
every 10 overs and a record of all 
players coming in and out will be 
taken for contact tracing purposes.

The standard tropes of the pandemic 
thus far will also be adopted this 
cricket season; social distancing 
of 1.5 metres, sanitiser applied 
regularly and masks are to be worn 
at training when not batting, bowling 
or participating in a fielding drill.

With new tasks and administrative 
measures in place to keep everyone 
COVID Safe and the club in play, and 
the threat of large fines for any clubs 
found in breach of regulations set out 
by local cricket governing bodies, a 
COVID-safety team has also been 
assembled by the club to ensure WCC 
remains Coronavirus free and active 
this season.

The season draw will likely look 
different, with a survey distributed 
by the RDCA taking on board the 
thoughts of the playing community 
to inform them of expectations 

around fixtures.
The prospect of exclusively one-day 

or two-day cricket has been raised.
Despite the new regulations, the 

club continues to expand with an 8th 

XI and Over 70s side set to compete in 
the coming season, along with junior 
registrations continuing to flow in.

The senior women’s team is also set 
to make its long-awaited return.

At 1st XI level, Scott Handley has 
again been re-appointed Senior 
Coach and Captain with Luke Killey 
to continue as Vice-Captain and Club 
Vice-President.

2021 challenges await WCC

By JAIME NOYE

A group of 20 Warrandyte mums (and 
one bloke) banded together to run a 
total of 1,300 kilometres as part of a 
virtual challenge last month.

Runners and walkers alike were 
invited to participate in the 3rd annual 
Run Against Violence Virtual Team 
Challenge,  a nationwide movement 
to raise awareness of family violence.

Run Against Violence (RAV) is a 
volunteer organisation whose purpose 
is to end the silence through starting 
constructive and comprehensive 
conversations around family violence.

Founder of the event, Kirrily Dear 
said “Our job is to engage the broader 
community in conversations about 
family violence, to reduce the stigma 
and isolation people who have lived 
with Domestic Family Violence feel”.

“When that stigma is removed 
people then share their story and 
reach out for help.

“We deliver awareness campaigns 
and community activities in order 
to create the platform for these 

conversations around family violence 
to be heard.”

To participate in the event, teams 
of up to 20 people were asked to run 
1,300km in a 19-day challenge.

The goal was to travel the equivalent 
distance from Broken Hill to Sydney, 
starting August 30, 2020.

Local runner and run participant 
Michelle Chan said family violence 
is a significant problem in Australia.

“Our virtual run equates to 1.7 
million steps.

“1.7 million is the estimated number 
of Australians who experienced 
physical abuse before the age of 
15*,”she said.

Michelle  is  no stranger to a 
challenge.

You may have seen her in recent 
Diary editions running an Ultra 
Marathon of 50km in her backyard, 
or maybe you saw her last month 
dressed as a banana running around 
Warrandyte.

Michelle, for the second year 
running organised a local team to 
run the 1,300km in the Run Against 

Violence Virtual Team Challenge.
“With absolutely everything up in 

the air right now, having a goal to keep 
yourself active, is so important for our 
families and ourselves” said Michelle.

During the challenge, each member 
of the Warrandyte Mum Runners 
RAV team, ran within their 5km 
zones, uploading their daily distances 
online.

The team encouraged each other 
and regularly made two person 
running dates to motivate and keep 
each other on track, all the while 
adhering to the, then, one-hour-per-
day restrictions for exercising.

Daily posts included images of 
where the team had been running, 
new local routes to be explored and 
the sunshining weather that began 
to emerge.

The daily activity ranged from family 
walks to others pushing as far as they 
could in the 60-minute limit, many 
striving for a PB.

That’s no mean feat in the hills of 
Warrandyte and Wonga Park!

Participants from the group cheered 

and encouraged each other to keep 
going.

With all-round virtual applause 
as each runner completed their 
individual kms.

One team member, Gen Stephens 
said “It’s the longest trip I’ve been 
on all year.

“Loved seeing everyone’s posts and 
running together/apart.

“What a wonderful bunch!”
Another team member, Maddy 

Wilson said “It was so lovely seeing 
everyone’s posts... feel like I need the 
next challenge to start to keep the 
motivation going!”

At the end of the 1,300km, Michelle 
praised the group.

“Together we contributed to the very 
important cause of raising awareness 
and preventing family violence.

“Thank you to everyone for being so 
positive and encouraging.

“This virtual challenge may be over, 
but we will still have our camaraderie,” 
she said.

Michelle is a champion for many 
local women to stay active, especially 

during these times of restrictions.
The Warrandyte Mum Runners 

RAV team are thankful Michelle was 
there to inspire and support each of 
them, to get out the door and take on 
a worthwhile challenge. 

Information about the annual RAV 
challenge can be found via their 
website www.runagainstviolence.
com.
*Sourced from ABS Personal Safety 
Survey 2016.

Running 1,300KM against family violence
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Pictured: Members of the three Premiership winning sides from the 2019/20 Season

Photo taken pre-COVID
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