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B U L L E T I N

It has been a tough year and although there has been a lot of 
stress, frustration and heartache, Coronavirus has also bought 
out the best in people. Stories of community resilience and 
small acts of kindness, such as these cheery chooks painted 

on old fence palings, help friends, neighbours and strangers 
through these tough times. These cheerful chooks are bringing 
joy and raising spirits as they appear in front gardens in Eltham. 
Read the full story Page 11.

Cheerful chooks
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The WD Bulletin is produced to accompany its main publication, the 
Warrandyte Diary. The WD Bulletin exists to engage and inform our readers 
on the issues that cannot wait until the end of the month, and to connect 
and inform communities across Manningham and Nillumbik.
The WD Bulletin is written with the same passion, community spirit and 
sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary 
carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character 
of the place it serves. The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin reach the 
communities of Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park 
Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground, 
Research, Eltham, Doncaster and Templestowe.

The WD Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  

EDITORIAL ENQUIRIES: Sandi Miller & James Poyner, 9844 0555  
bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au
PUBLISHER: Warrandyte Diary Pty Ltd  
(ACN 006 886 826 ABN 74 422 669 097) as trustee for the  
Warrandyte Arts & Education Trust
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ADVERTISING & ACCOUNTS: Jo French, 9844 0555
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WEBSITE: www.warrandytediary.com.au/bulletin
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To request a printed copy, email bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au
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responsibility for financial, health or other 
claims published in advertising in this 
newspaper. Responsibility for election 
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1,900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the WD Bulletin are made by the community, for 
the community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry of individuals, 
community groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses that make 
Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production 
costs and associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in 
the main publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.
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W A R R A N D Y T E

INSIDE

THERE IS no place like home.  It keeps you safe from the ills of the world. But can we have too much of a good 
thing? While we are all feeling the walls close in under COVID-19 Lockdown, we can take a moment to reflect 
on how fortunate we are to have our five-kilometre radius centred around our beautiful Birrarung. Warrandyte’s 
nature photographers have been exploring their 5kms and have come up with a selection of images that reflect 
all that we love about our “Corona-bubble”.  Check out their beautiful images on pages 14-15.

Photo: SUE RODWELL

Love where you live
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BY JAMES POYNER
THE HISTORICALLY and culturally significant Laughing 
Waters on the Eltham/Research/Warrandyte border was 
granted a new lease of life during Nillumbik Shire Council’s 
Ordinary Council Meeting on September 15.
The new lease agreement between Nillumbik Shire Council 
and Parks Victoria follows the approval of planning scheme 
amendment C125 which adds a Specific Controls Overlay to 
the properties at 130 and 195 Laughing Waters Road to allow 
the buildings to be used as an Artist Residency Centre, a use 
which is prohibited under the existing Public Conservation 
and Resource planning zone.
With Nillumbik Council providing $30,000 a year for the 
next five-years, the new strategic plan aims to have up to 
16 artists-in-residence using the site, over the course of the 
year, by 2024, as well as other cultural and artistic activities.
Mayor Karen Egan, who is Chair of Council’s Arts and 
Cultural Advisory Committee, said Laughing Waters Arts 
Program was an exciting and significant project for the 
Shire.
“This is the icing on the cake for the Arts and Cultural 
Advisory Committee in terms of all it has achieved for the 
arts in the Shire, starting with the increase in funding for 
the Nillumbik Prize,” Cr Egan said.
Sugarloaf Ward Councillor Jane Ashton said an artist in 
residency program has been, and will now continue to be, 
a significant commitment to the artistic legacy of Nillumbik.
“It’s critical that we give emerging artists an inspirational 
space, surrounded by nature and close to the Yarra to 
explore their creativity,” Cr Ashton said.

“Laughing Waters is a very, very significant area and we 
owe it to the previous custodians of the land that we as a 
council value it.”
Cr Peter Clarke said the arrangement was four years in 
the making, requiring persistence and collaboration by all 
stakeholders.
“This artist in residency program has generated some very 
important art projects in its time.
“I’m hopeful the next generation of this program will link 
with the Wurundjeri, which is an important step forward.
“This is the culmination of much effort but it has been well 
worth it.
“The local community values the arts highly and understands 
its importance in the cultural, social and economic sense so 
it is a great pleasure for us as a council to bring this initiative 
back to life,” he said.
Since its closure in 2015, the Laughing Waters (Garambi 
Baan) site has been searching for funding to redevelop the 
facility, given the two properties, “River Bend House” and 
“Birrarung House”, were designed and built by prominent 
Australian architects and designers Gordon Ford and 
Alistair Knox, and are in desperate need of repair.
The plight of the site’s deterioration was first highlighted 
during the State Government’s Pick My Project Scheme in 
2018, when former Warrandyte resident Eugene Howard 
pitched a new residency project.
Hopefully, the five-year strategic plan for Laughing 
Waters will bring new artists into Eltham and allow for 
opportunities for contemporary artists to connect with 
Indigenous culture, practices and history.

New life for Laughing Waters

Photos: Eugene Howard (2018)

Birrarung House, Laughing Waters
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Th e   C o ro n av i r u s  ( C OV I D - 1 9 )  Ho m e 
Safety Plan  is available for download at : 
dhhs.vic.gov.au/covid-19-home-safety-plan

BY JAMES POYNER
METRO-MELBOURNE finds itself in a promising position 
as the 14-day average, which has become the State’s new 
Coronavirus weather vane, sets the new daily cases average 
at 34.4 going into the week.
Under the provisions of Victoria’s five-step roadmap to 
COVID-Normal, metro-Melbourne needs a 14-day average 
of between 30 and 50 new daily active cases on September 
28, to allow the area to move to Step 2, which will see 
changes that include a relaxation on the types of gatherings 
which can take place and the return to face-to-face learning 
for Prep to Grade 2s and VCE students.
Step 2 as of September 28 is looking more and more likely.
Step 3, which requires the 14-day average to be below five, 
is still, likely, a month away.
Under Step 2, the current restrictions on movements; 
curfew, 5km bubble, and time allowed outside your home 
— are still in effect and masks are still mandatory for the 
majority of the population, doing most activities.

Learning from regional Victoria
As of midnight, on Wednesday, September 16, regional 
Victoria entered Step 3 of the roadmap which includes; no 
longer needing a reason to leave home, outdoor gatherings 
increased to 10, household bubbles introduced, return of 
community sport, restaurants and cafes open to sit-down 
service.
The data authorities will be able to collect on movement of 
people, the financial impact on businesses and the ability to 
contain any new cases of Coronavirus will heavily influence 
what Step 3 will look like for metro-Melbourne when it too 
reaches that desired >5, 14-day average.
Meanwhile, to reduce the risk of virus spreading from 
metro-Melbourne, Police and Defence Forces have scaled 
up checkpoints between metro-Melbourne and regional 
Victoria to deter people from travelling illegally and, 
inadvertently, bringing new virus into regional Victoria.

Preparing at home
On September 12, the state government rolled out the 
COVID Home Safety Plan.
Similar to a Fire Plan, the document provides a checklist 

of jobs and responsibilities to help households maintain 
an environment which reduces the risk of spreading 
Coronavirus.
As well as the standard advice of washing hands, wearing 
masks, maintaining physical distance, the plan also 
suggests visitor logs, and an activity diary to help families 
keep track of where they have been, for how long, and who 
they have seen.
Minister for Health, Jenny Mikakos said the Plan was a 
good way to help ensure everyone in your household was 
working with the same information.
“By sitting down as a family or a household with a COVID 
Home Safety Plan, Victorians can make sure everyone is 
on the same page when it comes to staying safe,” she said.
State Premier, Daniel Andrews reminded stressed that just 
because the end of lockdown was in sight, it did not mean 
Victorians could become complacent.
“We’ve said the whole way through — this is like a public 
health bushfire.
“And just like a bushfire, there’s steps we can all take to keep 
ourselves and our homes safe.
“We’ve been doing many of these things for months.
“But as we seek to reach — and then maintain — COVID 
Normal, they’ll still be as important as ever,” he said.

All eyes turn to regional Victoria
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BY STEPHANIE CARAGLANIS 
OUR ONCE bustling shopping centres now resemble 
museums to commercialism — shop shutters locked in 
place, and lights dimmed.
While we often focus on how local businesses are doing; 
the butchers, the milk bar, the IGA, how often do we 
extend that thought to the traders at Eastland, The Pines, 
or Doncaster Shopping Town.?
Stockland The Pines, a once bustling hub for your 
everyday shopping needs, is now filled with visions of 
shutters and muted light amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.
Shopping has been hard the past few months, especially 
for those behind the counter, with many vendors having to 
constantly adapt to ever changing lockdown restrictions.
The combination of business restrictions and the public 
making shopping and lifestyle choices minimising their 
movement, the swathe of retail and hospitality businesses 
within The Pines have seen significant drop-offs in their 
customer numbers.
While some coffee shops and eateries within The Pines 
have opted to take up the takeaway only option — such 
as Indulgence Café and Chirpy Chix — and weather the 
pandemic, many, facing dwindling shopper numbers, 
have opted to close.
Indulgence Café has been a Pines favourite for the 15 
years — with decadent cakes, coffees and a homey brunch 
menu, the café was often busy, as shoppers took time out 
during their shop.
Café’s Manager, Shantha, says it is important to continue 
trading during these tough times, to maintain a sense of 
normality.
“We want to look after the regulars and keep the 
community spirit around,” she said.
Shantha says the encouragement to keep going is reflected 
through their regular customers.
“Our regulars supported us so much,” she said.

While the new culture of take away and delivery has 
provided a buoyancy aid for many hospitality businesses, 
charcoal chicken shop, Chirpy Chix’s owner Madrit told 
WD Bulletin that the dine-in experience is a big part of 
cuisine culture for many businesses, and these businesses 
are beginning to feel the impact of reduced foot traffic.
“Weekdays are quiet, not like they used to be,” he said.
Recently, the Victorian Government announced the $3 
billion business support package which Premier Daniel 
Andrews described as the “biggest package of business 
support” the state has ever obtained. 
Over $1.1B in cash grants will be allocated to small and 
medium-sized businesses, those vendors most affected 
by tough lockdown restrictions.
As Melburnians patiently wait for metropolitan restrictions 
to be relaxed, the Victorian Government will invest $44 
million to aid businesses in easing and adapting toward 
our new COVID Normal. 
But Madrit says, for businesses like his who are reliant on 
the dine-in experience, this support is not enough.
With plummeting sales, loss of customers and staff 
concerned about catching Coronavirus, the emotional 
and financial losses are not offset by government 
payments.
The prolonged restrictions are also beginning to impact 
the day-to-day legal matters, like rent.
Negotiations with landlords can be stressful at the best of 
times, let alone during a global health crisis.
Madrit says small businesses are having to quickly learn 
and adjust to negotiating with landlords, often without 
help, making these conversations difficult to navigate.
Some, like Madrit, have resorted to employing a 
middleman to help with lease negotiations and he says 
this has eased some of the burden of having to deal with 
this crisis, and the mechanics of running a business.
However, there is a glimmer of hope, Madrit says small 
and medium businesses are “fighting every day”.
“Stress is there, anxiety is there — but we have to be 
positive about it.”
As active cases fall and regional Victoria beginning to 
open up, there is hope that a café culture will return soon, 
albeit through a COVID Normal filter.
WD Bulletin also spoke with The Pines Centre Management 
but they did not wish to comment.
However, when these restrictions took hold in late July, 
The Pines put out a statement on their website expressing 
their support for struggling businesses.
“The health, safety and wellbeing of our customers, 
retailers, team members and the wider community is 
our highest priority so we are taking extra precautions 
to ensure our centres are clean, hygienic and minimise 
large scale interactions.
“We know this is a unique and changing situation, but 
we’re all in it together.
“We’re proud to be part of a community that can support 
each other.”

Shopping centres shuttered

Indulgence Cafe at the Pines
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Lease help for retailers 
On Friday, September 18, the Victorian Government 
announced changes in the Retail Leases Act 2003.
The changes focus on making it easier for small business 
owners to get their security deposits back more promptly, 
in addition to making leases and legal obligations easier 
to understand.
Key edits to the act include:

• Landlords informing tenants of rent increases prior to 
lease extensions.

• An additional seven days to consider terms and 
conditions proposed in a lease.

• A maximum of 30 days for the return of a security 
deposit.

The Government is also extending further support to 
affected parties through the Commercial Tenancy Relief 
Scheme as well as the Commercial Landlord Hardship Fund.
The Commercial Tenancy Relief Scheme, introduced on 
March 29, 2020, provides rent reductions for small-to-
medium sized businesses who’s income has been directly 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
It also puts a freeze on evictions for rent non-payment 

for those businesses with an annual turnover of under 
$50M, that have also experienced a minimum 30 per cent 
reduction in turnover due to COVID-19. 
The Commercial Tenancy Relief Scheme offers grants of up 
to $3,000 per tenancy to eligible landlords experiencing 
financial hardship due to rent reductions.
Additionally, the Government is offering free mediation 
through the Victorian Small Business Commission, 
whereby mediators are appointed to help resolve any 
persisting disputes between renters and landlords — 
creating an accessible service for businesses who do not 
have the means to outsource.
Minister for Small Businesses, Jaala Pulford said the scheme 
was about accessibility and a better understanding of retail 
leases.
“This is about giving business owners a fair go in tough 
times and providing certainty for all parties.”
The announcement will be good news for struggling 
commercial renters and will hopefully alleviate some of the 
stresses small businesses face when it comes to tenancy, 
especially when the state is a long way from business as 
usual.

Photo: SANDI MILLER

Eastland ghost town

Photo: SANDI MILLER

Eastland shuttered

BY SUSAN FOREMAN
AN $87.5 million Outdoor Eating and Entertainment Pack-
age to support local councils and eating and entertainment 
businesses was unveiled by State Premier Daniel Andrews 
on September 12.
The package includes grants of up to $5,000 for restaurants, 
cafes and pubs with an annual payroll of less than $3M to help 
them prepare for a summer of outdoor dining.
The package also offers grants to metro and regional ($500,000) 
and rural ($250,000) councils to reduce or waiver permit costs 
and investing in road, streetscapes and lighting related to 
outdoor dining.
The eased restrictions in regional Victoria demonstrate that, for 
the moment, the venue capacity we experienced pre-COVID 
may not return for some time.
The government sees bigger customer caps and a reduced risk 
of community transmission through extensive investment in 
outdoor dining spaces.

The current restrictions outside metro-Melbourne allowing up 
to 50 seated patrons in outdoor spaces — subject to density 
quotient and physical distancing.
Taking into account planning overlays, there is a real 
opportunity for hospitality businesses and councils across 
Manningham and Nillumbik to find creative solutions to 
outdoor dining and give a struggling hospitality sector the 
boost it needs, and locked down Melburnian’s something to 
look forward to this summer.

Support for sole traders

Another new support package will also provide much needed 
financial assistance to over 30,000 sole traders in sectors such 
as food services, creative and media, hairdressing, gyms, 
events, and education and training.
The $100M package will provide grants of $3,000 for eligible 
businesses. 
Visit business.vic.gov.au for eligibility requirements and 
further information.

Investing in outdoor dining
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Disclaimer: This content is provided for information purposes only. While every 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy and authenticity of the content, the 
Victorian government does not accept any liability to any person for the 
information provided.  
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ELECTION 2020 

BY JAMES POYNER
CAMPAIGNING for the 2020 Local Elections has begun and, 
as we go to print, we are approaching the end of the candidate 
nomination period.
Those wishing to nominate will need to complete the 
registration process by 12pm on Tuesday, September 22.
Ballot packs will be mailed out between October 6 and October 
8, and registered voters will have until 6pm on October 23 to 
return their ballot paper.
The Victorian Government has published a detailed 
breakdown of what campaign activities are permitted under 
the various steps of their roadmap to COVID Normal.
For candidates in metro-Melbourne, unless there is a further, 
dramatic and significant drop in active cases and the 14-day 
average drops below five — the threshold for Step 3 which 
would bring metro-Melbourne in line with regional Victoria 
— campaigning for the 2020 local elections is going to play 
out in our mail boxes, in our newspapers and on social media.
Under Step 1 and Step 2, candidates and their campaign team 
are permitted to conduct letterbox drops, and bill poster 
activities within the ward they are campaigning for.
Door knocking, public meetings and face-to-face campaigning 
is not permitted.
History shows that a public figure’s ability to effectively harness 
the power of a new communication tool can make or break 

their campaign.
From the first televised presidential debates in the United 
States of America in 1960 which historically dubbed John F. 
Kennedy as “the first television president” for his effective use 
of the “new” medium of television to speak directly to public, 
to Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign which was 
significantly bolstered by his use of Twitter, a platform that to 
this day still plays a big role in commentary and analysis of his 
time in the White House.
The effective, and ineffective, use of social media platforms 
have become part of the fabric of national politics both here 
and around the world and COVID-19 may mean the October 
26 local elections may be won and lost on the succinctness of 
a candidates words and the savviness of their social media.
In October’s Warrandyte Diary and WD Bulletin, we will give 
candidates in Manningham and Nillumbik the opportunity to 
present their campaign, ahead of the voting deadline.
In the meantime, now is a good opportunity for voters to get 
to know their wards.
A combination of the Victorian Electoral Commission’s 
Representation Review in 2019 and the change to ward 
structure as part of the newly implemented Local Government 
Act 2020 means the ward you have previously voted in may not 
be the ward you vote in this time.
Maps showing the updated ward boundaries are printed here, 
for your information.

On the campaign trail
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Map prepared by: 
Disclaimer: This content is provided for information purposes only. While every 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy and authenticity of the content, the 
Victorian government does not accept any liability to any person for the 
information provided.  
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TALKING POINT

BY SANDI MILLER
Wonga Park residents are calling for improved public 
transport.
With the town’s only public bus, the 672, running from 
Wonga Park to Croydon, residents need to transit via 
Croydon to get to the city.
A journey to Warrandyte involves catching three busses (or 
two busses and a train) and can take more than two hours 
on public transport.
The same journey takes seven minutes in a car.
Resident Tim Gladman outlined his journey on the Wonga 
Park Noticeboard Facebook page:
“I work in Warrandyte and I have to get the 672 Ventura 
bus from Wonga Park to Croydon then a Metro train from 
Croydon to Ringwood and then the 364 Transdev bus from 
Ringwood to Warrandyte — and it goes via Warranwood, 
Warrandyte South, and North Ringwood.
“Why would I need to catch two buses and a train if the place 
I need to get to is the next town over from where I live?”
There is a dedicated Wonga Park to Warrandyte High School 
bus, however it is only for school kids and runs twice per 
day.
Long-time Wonga Park resident Louise Callaghan said: 
“Years ago it was a huge break through to get the school 
bus going!”
“We were told there weren’t enough kids to justify it let 
alone consider everyday traffic too!
“Not any more I think”.
With Coronavirus restrictions in place, Wonga Park’s lack of 
retail and public infrastructure is being highlighted.
Local resident Ian Dunn told WD Bulletin the bus was 
needed particularly with Warrandyte being “the closest 
shops/cafes/skate park legally within our 5km limit”.
A Wonga Park to Warrandyte bus could also be used as part 

of a city commute.
Artie Van Hensbergen also commented that to travel from 
Wonga Park through Warrandyte to the city “would be 
a much better choice as it would stop Wonga Parkians 
backtracking to Croydon to commute into town.”
The western-end of Manningham enjoys the Doncaster 
Area Rapid Transit service (DART) and the Manningham 
Loop bus service, which gives access around Bulleen, 
Doncaster, East Doncaster, and Templestowe.
Council last conducted a survey of local public transport 
in 2017 and found there was increasing patronage of all of 
the DART services.
The report agreed that “east Manningham” was poorly 
serviced by public transport.

“There is a significant contrast between east and west 
Manningham (divided by the Mullum Mullum Creek 
corridor), in relation to the extent and frequency of the 
bus network.
The bus services in the eastern portion of Manningham 
in Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park and Donvale 
are often sparse and infrequent when compared to the 
more urbanised areas in the west (Bulleen, Doncaster 
areas and Templestowe areas).”
A 2017 recommendation was made for PTV to investigate 
an on-demand bus service, which could be similar to the 
Telebus service that runs in Yarra Ranges, although there 
has been no announcement regarding anything being 
implemented in Manningham.
With the DART set to feed into the Rapid Transit bus 
planned to run along the upgraded Eastern Freeway when 
the North East Link is completed, perhaps it is time for the 
eastern-end of Manningham to agitate for a Warrandyte 
Area Rapid Transit [WART?] to connect communities of 
Warrandyte, Wonga Park, Warranwood and Park Orchards.
Would you use a Wonga Park — Warrandyte bus?
Email your views to bulletin@warrandytediary.com.au

Connecting communities

BY JAMES POYNER
IN AN EXCITING collaboration between Warrandyte 
Theatre Company (WTC) and Ballarat National Theatre 
(BNT), award winning Australian playwright Emma Wood, 
who earlier this year moved to Warrandyte, is behind a new 
play with a script co-written by you.
2020 Vision will be partly scripted from the responses to 
daily questions Emma will post on the soon to be created 
2020 Vision Facebook page.
Giant hail, devastating bushfires, toxic air quality, a global 
pandemic, and most recently a storm which left many 
without power, potable drinking water, and confined to 
barracks for days — 2020 is beginning to feel like a Michael 
Bay movie.
Every aspect of our lives has developed new challenges and 
from our experience of these challenges are stories; stories 

to laugh at, stories to cry over and stories which can only 
make sense when you include #covidlife or #because2020.
Emma’s questions will tease these stories out into the open, 
where they will be woven into a truly original play.
And what will the tone of this new original play be?
Well, that’s up to you.
Produced by Adrian Rice and directed by Susan Rundle, 
the finished play will be performed online, with actors from 
both WTC and BNT on November 27, followed by a Q&A.
WTC plan to follow up in front of a seated audience, back 
in the Mechanincs’ Hall in 2021.
The project will officially launch on September 25 with a 
Zoom event where locals can meet the production team 
and ask questions.
Those interested are advised to check the WTC Facebook 
page for details.

The U in community theatre
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BY MAREE ZIMNY
ELTHAM RESIDENT and artist, Joan Denison has been 
spreading joy to her neighbours in Sheffield Street, and 
the broader community when she decided to paint chick-
ens on old fence palings.

Since beginning in late August, she has now given away 
more than 350 chook palings.
“I started my chooks because I knew a lot of people were 
struggling mentally with the shut down with COVID 
regulations.
“I’m an artist, and I know the power of fun art, and getting 
a gift (just as a surprise), so I started painting chooks on 
fence pieces and leaving them on the letter box with a help 
yourself sign,” she told WD Bulletin.
Word got out quickly and her chook palings became a hit 
for families with small children.
“From our house we could hear children squeal with 
excitement to get a chook — after being stuck at home, so 

lovely for them.”
The response from her neighbours has inspired Joan to take 
her initiative further.
“I got so many gifts, cards, and notes, all our neighbours 
were thrilled.
“They all displayed the chooks in their front gardens.
“That was the start, I’ve now given away 350 chooks.
“Happy people are naming their chooks and sending me 
photos of them in their gardens.
“I’m thinking of starting an Eltham chook walk — count 
the chooks you see on your walk,” said Joan.
COVID-19 has bought out both the best and the worst in 
humanity, and Joan’s story is testament to how something 
small can have an impact on many.
“I believe in random acts of kindness.
“I can’t tell you how many times people have thrilled me 
with their response to a chook gift.
“Thank you to everyone who has supported me on this 
crazy chook adventure.”

Kindness in the community

Photos: MAREE ZIMNY
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BY DON HUGHES
On the 20th Anniversary of the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games, many Australians are not aware that it also marks 
the anniversary of one of the world’s largest, and most 
successful, security challenges — OPERATION GOLD.
Australian Police forces and the Australian Defence 
Force (ADF) faced huge challenges to provide a safe 
environment for athletes and spectators.
At a multitude of venues, not only in Sydney but around 
the whole country, including Melbourne, a mammoth 
task was executed, largely unnoticed.
The ADF had deployed to Timor Leste the year before to 
help our neighbours in turmoil and ultimately help them 
gain independence.
Therefore, the Defence Force Reserves had to “step up” 
and fill the security void.
Warrandyte plumber, Corporal David Ryan was an Army 
Reserve Engineer based at the 4th Combat Engineer 
Regiment in Ringwood.
He, along with 400 other reservists from Victoria were 
called up to join the operation to protect our Games.
Some spent months with the Joint Incident Response 
Unit (JIRU) on full time service.
Others joined the specially raised Search Battalion, 
searching and protecting venues in both Sydney and 
Melbourne — the potential terrorist threat level was high.
Corporal Ryan still regards the 2000 Olympics as: “The 
best task I have ever done helping our country”.
Likewise, Staff Sergeant Andreas Seyfer, also an Army 
Engineer from Ringwood and local Ranger from Parks 
Victoria, reminisces the time he had to conduct a clearing 
operation on the Marathon course, leading over the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge.
“The city was quiet and no one was around, my search 
team had the task to ensure no devices were on the 
bridge.
“We slowly moved along the bridge doing our job.
“When I got to about the middle of the bridge, I could 

not help but think, wow this is surreal, a completely quiet 
Sydney.
“And me on top of one of the world’s most famous icons.”
The Melbourne based members of the Search Battalion 
also had a busy time, searching venues such as the Hilton 
Hotel, which was to become accommodation for athletes, 
along with searching the whole MCG in one night.
“Search is slow and methodical work,” said David.
“Much of it was done at night, searching vehicles at 
checkpoints is time consuming and must be done 
thoroughly.
“We did not see much of the Games but being a crucial 
part of it was fantastic.”

Remembering Operation Gold

Back in the swing
Just in time for the school holidays, playgrounds have 
reopened in line with changed Stage 4 restrictions.
Beautiful spring weather welcomed children back to parks 
around Melbourne for the first weekend of the relaxed 
restrictions.
The glorious sound of laughter filled the air, as local kids 
spent some of their two hours of outdoor time on swings, 
slides and climbing frames.
After many months of having to tell their younglings “the 
playgrounds are sick”, it was a relief for many parents to 
be able to allow their kids some playtime outside of their 
own backyards.
With active case numbers falling rapidly, we all look 
forward to the time when more recreation facilities such 
as skate parks and tennis courts can reopen.
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BY SANDI MILLER
MANNINGHAM City Council and Warrandyte Historical 
Society have installed another four historical plaques 
highlighting the rich history of the township.
Historical Society Secretary Valarie Polley said plaques were 
installed on the Warrandyte Mechanics Institute, on the 
wall facing Yarra Street adjacent to the path leading to the 
outdoor area, on the front stone wall of the Old Fire Station, 
on the front wall of the Wine Hall, and on the right hand 
side of the stone retaining wall behind the War Memorial.
The plaques have been installed on historical buildings 
around Warrandyte and join another five, which were 
installed in 2017 at the Warrandyte Grand Hotel, Old 
Warrandyte Post Office (now museum), Warrandyte 
Bakery, Gospel Chapel (now Stonehouse Galley) and the 
former Butcher’s Shop (now Riveresque).
The Historical Society provided the pictures and text and 
Council produced and installed the plaques.
Each of the plaques tells a story of the history of each 
building to provide residents and visitors insight into the 
into the important history of the Warrandyte Township.
The owners and representatives of the properties were 
consulted on the placement of the plaques in a prominent 
position.
The extra historical plaques and the recent completion of 
building and landscaping works at the Old Warrandyte 
Dairy add to the rich fabric of historical trails throughout 
Manningham , which includes the history walk in Park 
Orchards and the hillclimb track walk in Donvale.

History all around us

Wine Hall plaque in place at 232 Yarra Street, Warrandyte Site of the Old Fire Station behind Warrandyte Mechanics’ Instutute
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PLAYER ONE

WD BULLETIN computer game reviewer SAM BROWN is 
taking to the skies for his next two reviews.
For September, Sam clambers into the virtual cockpit of 
a USAF A-10C Warthog with Eagle Dynamics’ DCS World 
(Digital Combat Simulator).
Next month, Sam will take to the skies above Melbourne in 
the reportedly beautifully detailed Microsoft Flight Simulator 
2020.
But for the moment, it is time to find Kenny Loggins on 
Spotify and fly, with Sam, into the danger zone.

I missed it.
A Russian-built surface-to-air missile battery hidden in a 
copse of trees 5,000 feet below on the patchwork Syrian 
plain.
I was not totally unaware.
As I hunted an enemy convoy among the shallow river 
valleys near the Iraq border in my A-10C Warthog, a bright 
green SA-6 symbol began to pop up intermittently on my 
cockpit radar warning receiver.
Someone out there in the dusty distance, among the hills, 
fields, and villages, had spotted me and was gathering 
targeting data for a shot.
But the enemy was cunning — they never left the radar on 
long enough for me to fix them in my optical targeting pod, 
slung under my right wingtip.
That would have meant virtual death, for I carried Maverick 
fire and forget missiles and once they’ve locked on, it’s over.
A tense game of cat and mouse ensued, each of us trying 
to get the jump on the other.
I had a good aircraft.

The A-10C is the premier Western ground attack platform 
— heavily armoured and armed to the teeth with the latest 
optics and sensors.
And I knew my tactics: Stay low, follow the land’s contours 
and, above all, confuse the radar by keeping any missile 
batteries on your wingtip.
But when I spotted a trail of thin white exhaust smoke arc 
gracefully up out of the trees off to my right, I knew I had lost.
A missile homing in, obscenely fast in the bright blue sky.
“Break!” I shouted into my virtual mic and my wingman 
and I dove for the ground, mashing the counter-measures 
button to release a stream of chaff and flares behind us to 
confuse the missile.
I ducked behind a low range of hills.
A fraction of a second behind me and 100 feet higher, my 
wingman did not — and was taken out.
I saw his wing explode in a bright orange flash and a white 
parachute billow in the blue sky, and all my careful mission 
planning went out the window.
Cursing that SA-6, I dumped weapons no longer needed 
and turned the aircraft for home.
My virtual superiors would not be pleased but a single 
aircraft does not last long on the modern battlefield.
This visceral, immersive experience is de rigueur for those 
who have dived into the fascinating world of Digital Combat 
Simulator (DCS World)—the most authentic, realistic 
simulation of modern aerial warfare available for computer 
today — outside a classified military-grade trainer.
Developed by Russia-based games company Eagle 
Dynamics and published by The Fighter Collection, DCS 
World is a free-to-play combat flight simulator that comes 

Review: DCS World 
Taking to the skies with Digital Combat Simulator
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with two aircraft and a theatre in which to fly them: The 
Russian ground attack jet SU-25T Frogfoot, US World War 
II fighter P-51D Mustang — and the vast Caucasus region.
It offers full network play, a mission editor and accurately 
simulates more than 200 AI weapons systems, AI aircraft, 
ground vehicles and ships, including aircraft carriers.
It began life set in the modern era, but in recent years, 
has branched out into WWII aerial combat over Western 
Europe.
The free content is adequate, but many players will end up 
purchasing some of the wide range of available additional 
aircraft, terrain and mission modules.
DCS World has, to date, modelled more than 35 aircraft 
flyable over six theatres, ranging from the Nevada test and 
training range, the Persian Gulf, Normandy and, most 
recently, Syria.
All modelled in beautiful, painstaking detail.
For those who don’t have the time or inclination to spend 
hours studying hefty manuals, it offers a more casual 
experience.
With realism settings dialled down, various assists on, and 
flying the lower fidelity aircraft models, it still provides a 
visually sumptuous, engaging recreation of aerial combat.
But DCS World’s real strength lies in high-fidelity simulation 
of modern military aircraft centred on flagship platforms, 
such as the A-10C Warthog, Russian KA-50 Black Shark 
attack helicopter and F-18 multi-role Hornet.
For these, it is the apogee of a sophisticated, study-level 
computer simulation.
DCS World comes very close to mirroring real-world 
workloads on virtual pilots.
Almost every switch, button and system in the real aircraft 
has been accurately modelled.
Navigation systems need to be aligned before the aircraft 
moves, radars manipulated properly to uncover targets, 
and weapons manually set up correctly or they will not 
work when needed.
To get the most out of these platforms — even to start up 
successfully and take off without crashing — the player 
needs to invest time learning real-world checklists, systems, 
aircraft performance envelopes and effective weapon 

deployment.
All the while employing the right tactics at the right time 
to avoid being shot down by the myriad of threats in this 
virtual world.
At highest realism settings, it is unforgiving, as the 
simulation assumes you know your aircraft, its systems 
and weapons, and can operate semi-competently in an 
environment as real as the developers can make it.
Don’t know the effective ceiling of a Russian ZSU-23-4 
Shilka anti-aircraft gun or whether the SA-10 Grumble 
missile system is infrared homing or radar directed?
You aren’t going to last long.
But once you have mastered your chosen aircraft and 
become adept at employing the right tactics, there are 
missions and campaigns in which to test your mettle.
And a vast world of online multiplayer groups to join, 
varying from extremely serious virtual squadrons that 
practise real-world procedures, to more casual teams — 
and everything in between.
There is no doubt that DCS World demands dedication from 
its players to survive and thrive at its highest levels of reality.
But making the effort to competently fly your platform, 
plan the mission carefully, fly across a hostile battlefield to 
hit that elusive target, and then survive to make it back to 
your home base is a highly addictive, rewarding experience.
It’s that feeling that keeps players coming back and 
investing the hours needed to learn the complex aircraft 
modules, and what makes the online DSC World such a 
vibrant, immersive and satisfying environment.

ABOUT
Sam Brown is a Warrandyte writer with journalism, military 
and Commonwealth agency experience.
He loves history and has been playing computer simulations 
for more than 20 years, with a particular fondness for high-
fidelity PC military simulations and wargames, where he 
tries to apply his real-world military experience.
Sadly, this is frequently unsuccessful in the virtual world, for 
he has been outfoxed by cunning missile battery operators 
and had to take to the parachute more times than he cares 
to recall.

All pictures provided courtesy of DCS World https://www.digitalcombatsimulator.com/en/ 
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When should I call VICSES 
during a flood or storm?

The demand on Victoria State Emergency Service (VICSES) volunteers during 
severe weather is huge.  A large volume of calls mean that jobs need to be 
prioritised.  Use this quick self-assessment guide to know when to call VICSES. 

To find out how to prepare for severe weather visit:

?            Are you seeking  
          emergency help in a  
 flood or storm because:

 � A tree has fallen and caused 
structural damage to your 
home or vehicle?

 � There is damage to your roof 
or it is leaking significantly?

 � A tree or large branch has 
fallen and is preventing you 
from entering or leaving your 
home?

 � Your property is flooded or 

about to flood?

? Is anyone’s life in danger? Call Triple Zero (000)YES

NO

YES

Call VICSES on

132 500
 � Your request for 

assistance will be 
logged by our 24/7 
call centre. 

 � A local volunteer may 
then contact you for 
further details.

VICSES is an emergency services agency and may 
undertake emergency temporary repairs if required. 

For minor leaks, superficial damage, removal 
of debris and cutting down of trees that are 
still standing, please contact a professional 
tradesperson.  

NO

Depending on your 
situation you should:

 � Contact your insurer to make 
a claim or arrange permanent 
repairs.

 � Contact a professional 
tradesperson to repair 
damage or remove debris, if 
required.

!


