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BY SANDI MILLER
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL has responded to an outcry 
from Wonga Park residents around the redevelopment of 
the historic Golligulch Playground.
Council initially released three options for the playgrounds 
in Wonga Park, to remodel two areas, the Gooligulch 
Playground at Wonga Park Reserve, and the Dudley Reserve 
playground.
Council’s Your Say website proposed removing the current 
Gooligulch playground and replacing it with either a Nature 
Playspace for young children, a ropes course aimed at 
teens, or a small basic facility, which would be offset with 

a “destination” playground constructed in Dudley Reserve.
However, following a flurry of comments on social media, a 
petition and numerous letters to Council, the website was 
amended to acknowledge the importance of the Gooligulch 
Playspace, Council added a comments section to the 
survey, which they extended by two weeks.
Frank Vassilacos, Acting Manager Integrated Planning at 
Manningham Council said in a letter to the Warrandyte 
Community Association, which has been provided to 
the Diary: “We acknowledge that the initial material we 
provided through our website may not have adequately 
represented the existing historical elements.

... Continues page 6 

Saving Gooligulch
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The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin is produced to accompany its main 
publication, the Warrandyte Diary. The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin exists to 
engage and inform our readers on the issues that cannot wait until the 
end of the month.
The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin is written with the same passion, community 
spirit and sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary 
carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character 
of the place it serves. The Warrandyte Diary and the Warrandyte Diary 
Bulletin reach the communities of Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South 
Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the 
lands where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
nation, and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — 
and acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people continue to play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1,900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in 
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BY JAMES POYNER
UNCERTAINTY around the October Local Council 
elections has been abated with the Minister for Local 
Government, Shaun Leane announcing on August 19,  
following advice from the Chief Health Officer Professor 
Brett Sutton, the election can go ahead as planned on 
Saturday, October 24.
“As Minister for Local Government, I sought advice from 
the Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office and Chief 
Health Officer as to how best proceed while Victoria is 
in the midst of the Coronavirus Pandemic.
“I also engaged with the local government sector to fully 
understand concerns regarding the impact of current 
restrictions in Victoria on campaigning, and relayed 
that I would act on advice from the Chief Health Officer.
“The Chief Health Officer has advised that October 
represents a period when risk is likely to be substantially 
lower than at present, and there are no compelling 
public health grounds for the elections to be delayed,” 
Mr Leane said.
In a virtual press conference attended by the Diary, 
Victorian Electoral Commissioner, Warwick Gately said 
that he “welcomed the certainty that this announcement 
brings”.
He said the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) has 
closely monitored Government advice in developing a 
COVIDSafe Election Plan. 
The Plan puts additional measures in place to safely 
manage the Victorian local council elections being held 
by post this October.
Mr Gately has said postal voting is safe and of high 
integrity, and that the VEC is ready to respond to the 
changing environment.
“The situation remains dynamic and the VEC continues 
to actively monitor conditions and restrictions.
“Additional measures in place include increased 
distancing in election offices, limiting face-to-face 
contact, enforcing mask wearing where mandated by the 
Victorian Government, and moving operational activity 
online whenever possible,” he said.
The 2020 Victorian local elections will also be the first 
elections held under the Local Government Act 2020.
Under the Act, all election candidates are required to 
undertake mandatory training, regardless of whether 
you are new or an incumbent.
The training covers areas such as: how councils are run, 
election donation rules, councillor code of conduct, 
conflict of interest and what support is available to 
councillors.
Candidates will have the opportunity to include a 300-
word statement in the mailed-out ballot packs.
Councillors will also have to complete Councillor 
Induction Training within the first six months of taking 
office.
The 2020 Victorian council elections will be the State’s 

largest single election program, with a predicted 4.5 
million voters and over 2,000 candidates participating 
in elections across 76 councils.
For the first time in Victoria, these local elections will be 
the held entirely by postal vote.
In 2016, 72 of the 78 Councils that held elections were 
by postal vote.
For 2020, 76 Councils will see their citizens, and 
ratepayers cast their vote, which is every Victorian 
Council excepting Whittlesea, Casey and South 
Gippsland, who are currently in administration.
With eight councils switching to single member wards, 
including Maroondah and Manningham, which will 
each switch to nine, single councillor wards, the VEC 
has stressed the importance of voters making sure they 
know what ward they will be voting for on October 24, 
as the ward names and their boundaries have changed.
In the change to council structure there will be 298 seats 
in contention across participating Councils.
Detailed information about the forthcoming election, 
at a local government level can be found on the VEC 
website (vec.vic.gov.au).
The VEC is also encouraging voters to sign up for its 
VoterAlert sms and email service, which will provide 
those registered with prompts and other important 
information about the forthcoming election.

Dates for your diary
Mr Gately has issued a call ahead of the enrolment 
deadline.
“If you are 18 or over and you live in or pay rates to a 
Victorian council, enrol and have your say on the future 
of your local council.”
The Close of Roll is 4pm on Friday, August 28, while State 
enrolled voters are automatically included, non-citizen 
ratepayers and business owners who are entitled to vote 
in their local election must ensure they are enrolled on 
the Council roll before this date.
If you are not eligible for State enrolment, but pay rates in 
a municipality, and are unsure of your enrolment status 
and wish to vote in the local election, you should contact 
the relevant local council.
Ballot packs will be mailed out between October 6 and 
October 8, delivered via Australia Post. 
Voters have until 6pm on October 23 to return their ballot 
paper, either posted before this date and time, or hand 
delivered to their municipality’s election office.
Election declarations are expected to take place before 
Friday, November 13, the deadline for declaration was 
extended to accommodate for DHHS requirements as a 
result of COVID-19.

Local elections are go

Voter Alert Service: 
www.vec.vic.gov.au/enrolment/voteralert

Council information: 
www.vec.vic.gov.au/voting/2020-local-
council-election/elections

ELECTION 2020
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ELECTION 2020

MULLUM MULLUM Ward councillor SOPHY GALBALLY 
will be campaigning for council in the city of Yarra in the 
2020 Local Election.
After serving two terms with Manningham Council, and as 
she moves to Fitzroy, Sophy reflects on her time at council 
and provides advice to those who are thinking of standing 
in 2020 on what she thinks makes a good ward councillor.
Sophy speaks to those who wish to represent Yarra 
Ward but her advice to prospective councillors applies, 
regardless of which ward you are planning to represent 
at council.

What have I learned while being a councillor in 
Manningham for Mullum Mullum ward for two terms — 
OMG. That is eight years! 
Why did I stand to be a councillor?
It all started at a Park Orchards Lions dinner in 2012, 
when I was asked to run for the looming council elections, 
probably because of my years of being active with my kids’ 
school, sport clubs, Park Orchards Ratepayers and starting 
the Park Orchards Farmers’ Market.
At that stage the only time I ever ventured into council was 
to collect my disabled driver sticker, and when I turned up 
with 30 others all wearing our “Save The Chalet” t-shirts.
I remember being horrified when David (my election 
scrutineer), informed me I was elected and congratulated 
me on being a politician!
What? Me a politician? NOOOOO!
But I soon learnt that council is the only level of 
government where citizens can reach thier representative 
and have a personal advocate.

For me I felt this strongly for the Melbourne Hill Road 
residents.
I could never understand why council was prepared to 
denude this natural habitat for the sake of a full drainage 
system, the other Mullum Mullum councillors would not 
support all the residents.
I just could not let it go… why?
Because I genuinely believed the residents had a right to 
fight for their “bush setting” and council’s insult to that 
injury would have been residents would have to pay for it!
So, this went on until early this year — that took a lot out 
of me — debating not only for the resident but being the 
only ward councillor doing so!
So, if anyone in the newly formed Yarra Ward is holding 
back because they do not respect the position of councillor 
or do not want to be a “politician”... think again!
There are moments of reward for the efforts you are 
prepared to go through to advocate for this most beautiful 
part of the world and protect it for future generations.
Your ward councillor can be the best friend you may have, 
when you are finding the bureaucracy of dealing with 
council so damned unfair and a nightmare.
What does the change to single councillor per ward mean 
for Yarra Ward?
Basically, to have effective representation on council, 
the people of Yarra Ward must choose their local 
representative carefully.
This is paramount in these elections of 2020, as 
Manningham moves to single member wards.
It bothers me that all the “country” aspect of Manningham 
will be left up to one councillor to represent.
So, I ask all who live in Wonga Park, Warrandyte, 
Warrandyte South and Park Orchards to nominate if you 
are prepared to stand up and be the first councillor for 
Yarra.
Or if you know someone who will be a great advocate... 
tap them on the shoulder and ask them — maybe they 
just need to know they have your support.
Do not feel daunted by the role, you do not need prior 
experience, just a belief in yourself and an ability to be 
empathic and listen to people’s points of view.
Lastly, you should not be afraid to stand up for your 
community.... then you will be a strong representative 
for Yarra.
Remember all council decisions need a majority... so 
Yarra must have a representative that has the ability to 
collaborate and work with other councillors and not be 
someone who creates negative relationships.
Be prepared to campaign on your merits and not rely on 
a campaign focused on demonising others in an attempt 
to get community support.
Any negative characteristic in a councillor will only 
weaken Yarra Ward because if a candidate targets present 
councillors or other candidates and their victims also 
get elected, they will find it difficult to get a majority on 
council and subsequently residents loose out.

Road to council chambers
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Getting the balance right
There is a big drive for women to nominate for council.
The reason is gender equity in local government.
Manningham currently has five women and four men.
From experience, this is a good gender balance.
What I think missing is a younger councillor.
Can’t believe I am saying that, being an old fart myself.
Yarra Ward is forever a wondrous place to raise a family, 
and the future is looking grim to so many young children 
seeing COVID-19.
Maybe what we need right now are fresh, young faces on 
council with sights on the future.

Checklist for nominating as a candidate

Do you have to live in the ward?
Any resident or ratepayer of a given municipality can 
nominate for a ward within that municipality.
But if you live in the ward you are nominating for you 
will have a better chance of winning due to your “local” 
knowledge and life experience.

Can a parent-mother /father of young children cope 
with the extra workload? 
Yes, if you need childminding to attend meetings/events 
this can be claimed in expenses.
Some of the most effective councillors I have met across 
Victoria are young mums, who also hold down full time 
jobs.

I am sure a lot of my electoral support resulted from my 
years of involvement with schools parents associations, 
sport clubs , and genuine desire to see a healthy and 
sustainable future for my kids... and yours.
Do you have to be a member of any political party?
No councillor in a municipality is endorsed by a political 
party.
That does not mean they cannot be members of a party, 
but
council is non-political and focuses of issues and policy.
Local Government is the only level of government where 
councillors are held to account by their constituents and 
not their political party.

Do you know the issues important to your Ward? 
Being across issues such as heritage, local business, the 
local economy, amenities, environment, sustainability 
and whatever other issues residents and ratepayers in 
your ward are passionate about is always going to be 
easier if you are embedded in that community.
However, looking at your municipality’s website or talking 
to local community groups and associations about their 
concerns is a good strategy too.
If you have these qualities and considering standing but 
have more questions I will be happy to talk to you.

Cr Sophy Galbally
0409417369

Know your ward: Manningham
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“For that, we sincerely apologise for any angst or concern 
this may have created”.
Niall Sheehy , Manningham Council’s Acting Director City 
Planning and Community told the Diary: “Manningham 
Council is currently seeking feedback on proposals for play 
spaces in the Wonga Park area, including at Wonga Park 
Reserve and Dudley Reserve, to understand the needs of 
the local community and how they may have changed since 
the play spaces were first installed”.
Wonga Park resident, Ros Forrest told the Diary that the 
community is upset both about the lack of consultation 
to this point, and that none of those options for the 
redevelopment include keeping the current unique 
playground.
Mr Sheehy said the three proposals outline new possibilities 
for Wonga Park Reserve and Dudley Reserve that may 
increase play options for a wider range of ages.
He confirmed that the nature play space would “retain the 
theme and style of the existing Gooligulch Playspace”.
The Gooligulch Playspace was created in 1998, designed by 
Cathy Kiss, a former Planner with Manningham Council, 
themed around the book, My Grandma lived in Gooligulch 
by Graeme Base.
Ms Forrest recalls fondly the author was in attendance at 
the opening, signing books for people.
“It was a big event for our little suburb and a great talking 
point with all the school children in the community.
“It was so nice to have a playground that was very unique, 
but one which also blended in well in our semi-rural 
environment — it still does to this day,” she said. 
Ms Forrest says many people have contacted her on 
Facebook saying that they use the playground, they 
appreciate that it is unique and do not want it demolished. 
“Having said that, I have no objection to Council adding 

extra play equipment to the area for older children, but 
not at the expense of the current infrastructure,” she said.
“I would love to see this unique piece of history remain and 
I gather a lot of other people feel the same.”
Other people within the community have welcomed the 
proposal, with local resident Amy Cresswell posting that: 
“Council are wanting to provide us with beautiful new, 
innovative, safe and exciting new play spaces for our 
children and I can’t believe that anyone would be against 
this.
“I’m 100% for my rates dollars going towards this cause, 
it’s wonderful!”
She reminded objectors that first and foremost “children’s 
happiness is what this is all about”.
The Diary spoke with Author Graeme Base, who was 
pragmatic in his response to the news that the facility may 
be revamped.

“After 20 years I’m sure it must be in need of work — I’d 
love to see it live on, but everything has its day and it’d 
be silly to hang on to something if it is past its useful life.
We had heaps of fun designing and building all the bits 
and pieces for the playground back in the day but it’s a 
mistake to be too precious about one’s creations — if it 
can be refurbished for a reasonable cost then great — if 
not, let’s all hope something else fun and imaginative 
can be created to take its place.”
Following the public outcry Council amended the Your 
Say website to reflect that the Gooligulch theme would be 
retained in one of the options.
The council has three options on the table:

Option A
Gooligulch’ playground  is replaced with a destination 
nature play space, that will retain the theme and style of 
the existing Gooligulch play space, while including a wide 
range of new nature play experiences and an informal 
picnic area designed for children between the ages of two 
and 12 years.

Photos: BILL McAULEY

Saving Gooligulch
Continued from page 1... 
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The current play equipment at  Dudley Reserve  will be 
replaced with a small local play space suitable for children 
between the ages of two and 12 years.
Option B
Gooligulch playground  is removed and a new nature 
themed destination obstacle/ropes course aimed at 
children over 13 years and young adults.
This would be installed near the BMX track and tennis 
courts.
The current play equipment at  Dudley Reserve  will be 
replaced with a small play space suitable for children 
between the ages of two and 12 years.
Option C
G ooligulch playground  is  removed and minor 
improvements are carried out to an existing small 
playground alongside the lower oval at Wonga Park 
Reserve.
This playground caters for ages of two to 12 years.
The current play equipment at  Dudley Reserve  will be 
replaced with a large destination play space suitable for 
children between the ages of two and 12 years.

Mr Sheehy said Council understands that the existing 
Gooligulch play space “is unique and a very cherished 
feature in Wonga Park”.
“In the 25 years since its installation, Gooligulch Playground 
at Wonga Park Reserve has experienced considerable 
deterioration and is in need of replacement,” he said.
Mr Sheey said the images on the Your Say website were 
chosen to help illustrate the possible options, “but no 
designs have been prepared at this stage”.
“We are currently consulting with the community to seek 
feedback and hear suggestions. 
“We acknowledge that there is also a strong community 

connection to the Gooligulch Playground, particularly with 
the historic elements of the existing play space. 
“We are keen to hear from the community to let us know 
which elements are important to them and how we can 
best address these themes as part of a customised design,” 
Mr Sheehy said. 
He said following the current consultation to understand 
the location and type of play space the community would 
prefer, a detailed design proposal will be prepared and 
made available for community feedback later this year.
Former Councillor and now declared candidate for Yarra 
Ward in the upcoming election, Meg Downie has blamed 
the Council for lack of maintenance that has led to the 
deterioration of the playground. 
“I was frustrated to hear that some time ago Council 
decided not to maintain this unique playground and 
now plans have been drawn up without input from the 
community,” she said on the Your Say forum.
President of the Warrandyte Community Association, and 
candidate for Yarra Ward in the forthcoming Manningham 
Council election, Carli Lange-Boutle, told the Diary that 
she has advocated for a community consultation panel to 
work on the final design for the play space.
Ms Lange-Boutle said she has been advised the Council 
will “involve the relevant historical society and community 
representatives… to incorporate their input into a future 
customised design”.
Mr Vassilacos said: “a detailed design proposal will be 
prepared and made available for community feedback 
later this year – no doubt, incorporating the existing unique 
character”.
The initial round of community consultation has been 
extended and will now close on Monday, September 14.
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BY JAMES POYNER
WE HAVE (hopefully) just passed the half way point of 
Melbourne’s Stage 4 Lockdown and numbers appear to be 
trending down.
The 600 plus daily active cases we saw in late July, prompting 
the Stage 4 Lockdown, have, thankfully, dramatically 
dropped, with new reported active cases sitting around the 
200 mark since August 21, and Monday’s figures getting 
closer to double digits with 116 new cases reported.
Data on the COVID LIVE website also suggests the number 
of active cases in Manningham, Maroondah and Nillumbik 
is, generally, trending down since Stage 4 Lockdown began 
on August 2.
Also, in recent days, across Victoria, new cases where the 
source of transmission is unknown has also decreased, 
with the number of cases where the cause of transmission 
is unknown sitting at around the 30 mark since August 20.
But the drop in active cases does not mean we can get 
complacent.
Testing has now stabilised around the 20,000 per day mark 
with Chief Health Officer, Professor Brett Sutton reiterating 
the point, during last Saturday’s briefing that if you have 
symptoms, you should get tested.
On Tuesday, August 18, Police Deputy Commissioner Rick 
Nugent provided an update on Police activity relating to 
enforcement of DHHS Directions.
At the press conference, he gave a snapshot of daily activity.
“Yesterday [Monday August 17] we checked around 3,396 
people and places and properties in our enforcement 
activities and issued 154 fines,” he said.
Of the fines issued, 19 were for not wearing face masks and 
35 were for breaching curfew.
He also noted a common theme of those breaking curfew 
were people being out after 8pm collecting take away food.
Presently, Melbourne is under curfew between 8pm and 
5am, every night and unless you have a permitted reason to 
be outside between those times, you will be fined.
Although leaving home to obtain food is a permitted reason 
to leave your home during the day, after 8pm it is not.
After 8pm take away food is still obtainable, but by delivery 
only.
Daily, Victoria Police have 1,700 police operating across the 
state in compliance and enforcement operations.
At the Tuesday press conference, Deputy Commissioner 
Nugent said, to date, the police had checked over 734,890 
vehicles at checkpoints, leaving metro-Melbourne, and 
issued 784 fines.
Victoria Police had, as of August 18, checked 297,770 people, 
places and businesses as part of COVID-19 operations and 
issued 42 fines for breaching isolation.
The reported numbers of fines and the trending reduction 
in active cases may begin to feel like Stage 4 was — perhaps 
— overkill.
But, as Prof. Sutton said at the Saturday press conference, the 
restrictions were about getting the numbers down quickly.
He said that, at where the numbers were three weeks ago, 
and with the reproduction rate — at the time — being just 
below one, Melbourne have been in Stage 3 for many, many, 
months, which was simply not sustainable.

Three weeks in, it would seem most have grasped the basics 
of Stage 4 restrictions, although some confusion and protest 
over the rules around daily exercise were clarified last week 
with DHHS redressing the rules around travelling to a place 
to exercise.
Previously, the Directions indicated that, unless for safety 
or mobility issues, Melburnians were not allowed to drive 
to a place to exercise.
However, the advice has now been updated to state that you 
can drive to your place of exercise but you must still comply 
with the following:

• It must be within 5km of your home.
• It must only be once per day.
• It must only be for a maximum of one hour.
• Your drive to and from your place of exercise is part of that 

one hour.

So, if it takes you 10 minutes to drive to, and then from, your 
preferred exercise location, you only have 40 minutes to 
stretch your legs.
As Premier Andrews said at the beginning of Stage 4, the 
Police are not going to have a stopwatch on you, making 
sure you are only spending a maximum of 60 minutes, this 
is about complying with the spirit, if not the letter, of the 
law, only by limiting our exposure to others will we contain 
COVID-19 and be able to move beyond Stage 4.
The Premier and Prof. Sutton said masks and other physical 
distancing requirements are likely to be a feature of life after 
Stage 4 until we have sustained reporting of zero community 
transmission.

Half way through lockdown?
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BY SUSAN FOREMAN
SUPPORTING local businesses is only a click away.
The Click for Vic, campaign aims to connect Victorians with 
local producers, creators and businesses across the state.
Victoria is home to some of the best fresh food, wine, 
galleries and homewares in the world – but the coronavirus 
pandemic has hit many small producers hard.
The new website helps us to support these local businesses, 
which are vital to our communities.
Launching the initiative at his daily press conference, 
Premier Daniel Andrews said until there is a Coronavirus 
vaccine, we have to find new ways to innovate and adapt. 
“But by Clicking for Vic, we can support these local 
businesses – all from the comfort of our own lounge rooms,” 
he said.
“Buying local is always the best policy, but it’s particularly 
important right now. 
“By backing our local producers, we’re also backing the 
jobs and communities they support.”
By Clicking for Vic, Victorians will be connected to online 
offerings from the Victorian Country Market, Providoor, 
Co-Lab Pantry and many more.
Some of our best producers will also be highlighted in 
the campaign, including Sallie Jones of Gippsland Jersey, 
Nathan Cowan of Billson’s Brewery in Beechworth and 
Gabrielle Moore of Sailors Grave Brewing in Orbost. 
Victorian Country Market — a digital version of your 
favourite country market – is home to more than 250 stalls 
including fresh produce, drinks, arts, crafts and homewares 
from across regional Victoria.
Not only is the Market helping regional producers survive 
the economic impacts of the pandemic, it’s also supporting 

the music industry by providing opportunities to out-of-
work music staff for home deliveries.
Providoor, founded by Melbourne chef Shane Delia, 
has joined with the city’s best restaurants to offer a chef-
prepared, finish-at-home delivery service. 
Recently launched Co-Lab Pantry an online retail hub 
offering pantry staples, meals, drinks and experiences from 
Victoria’s most-loved restaurants, bars, cafes, brands and 
producers. 
Farm-gate producers will also benefit from a $1.5 million 
e-commerce and marketplace transition package, helping 
Victorian farmers and producers to diversify into online 
markets by providing training and support to help them 
build a sustainable online presence.
Go to visitvictoria.com/clickforvic to discover how to bring 
the best of Victoria into your very own home.
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events Martin Pakula  
said: “We’re bringing the country road trip into people’s 
homes, to help local businesses survive and rebuild from 
the pandemic.”
“From delicious produce to art and craft and famous 
wineries, our makers and creators are the best in the nation 
– and we want all Victorians to support them by Clicking 
for Vic.”  
And it is just as important to support our own local 
businesses. 
Across Manningham and Nillumbik there are a raft of small 
businesses that will only survive with your support.
Continue to support our local traders, producers, artists, 
artisans, tradies and professionals.
We need to stay together (while we stay apart) to make sure 
we all make it out the other side.

Get clicking for Victoria 

BY DAVID HOGG
ONE HAS to hand it to the Warrandyte Theatre Company 
(WTC).
Following on from their highly successful, enjoyable and 
entertaining Bushfire Concert in late February, and with 
the rest of the year’s programme scuppered by Coronavirus 
restrictions, they have not been sitting around idly.
In a courageous decision and in complete contrast, WTC 
is staging The Providence of Neighbouring Bodies via Zoom
Their next, and presently final, of two performances of this 
play is on Friday, August 28.
The first performance had 44 subscribers.
Given that many of the audience would have other 
members of their household watching it was probably seen 
by over 100 viewers.
This play, by Jean Ann Douglass is an American dark 
comedy about female friendship and the danger of lingering 
prejudices and is ably directed here by Grant Purdy.

It is eminently suited to a Zoom rendering, as there are 
only three performers and each actor, seated, presents their 
monologues with just one person on the screen talking at 
any time.
All three actors are well known to Warrandyte audiences.
Gloria Ronno plays Dora, Erin Brass plays Ronnie, her 
neighbour, and Francesca Carl plays Jane, Ronnie’s Airbnb 
guest (although why she is portrayed as a beaver I am not 
sure).
These three are meticulous performers, each fully 
embodying their characters and playing them with utter 
sincerity, despite the surreal setting.
Plaudits go to WTC for taking the initiative in these difficult 
times.
I did, of course miss the environment of the theatrical 
experience, the social aspects, and the choc tops at interval.
We all look forward greatly to happier times when live 
theatre can return, and we can then all thoroughly enjoy 
Calendar Girls.
Read the Hoggy and BB full review in September’s 
Warrandyte Diary

WTC treads the digital boards
REVIEW
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Plan Manningham 2021+
MANNINGHAM COUNCIL is planning its new four-year 
Council Plan 2021–2024 and Healthy City Strategy 2021–
2024 and Council want your input.
To be implemented mid 2021, the two documents have 
been put together using information collected in the 
Imagine Manningham 2040 community consultation.
Council have uploaded a comprehensive survey to their 
Your Say page, as well as included important FAQ and 
copies of the 2017-2021 versions of the Council Plan and 
Healthy City Strategy.
Visit the Manningham Your Say website to participate in 
the survey, submissions are open until Monday, September 
21, 2020.

Macedon Square Streetscape Upgrade
Following community consultation in 2016, Council has 
developed an upgrade and development plan for the 
Macedon Square hub.
Council have developed two options which will improve:

• uneven and ageing pedestrian surfaces,
• footpath trading areas,
• pedestrian connections,
• car parking layouts, and
• traffic flow, including confusion with one-way roads.

Council is requesting feedback from Macedon Square 
community and traders about their preferred option for 
the two outlined below:
Option A: Without Open Space Concept
• New high quality paving, to replace uneven brick 

surfaces.
• New garden beds and trees
• Expanded outdoor trading and dining areas
• New seating and gathering spaces
• New pedestrian crossings creating safer movement for 

pedestrians and improved connections to Macedon 
Plaza.

• Improved angled car parking layout, providing safer 
and easier car parking access and traffic flow.

Option B: Open Space Concept
A new open space for community gatherings and events 
adjacent to Helloworld Travel, featuring:

• New stone paved plaza space
• New seating areas, picnic table and drinking fountain
• New open lawn area and garden beds
• Existing shade sail retained and fitted with new lighting

Beyond the open space the design includes;

• New high quality paving to replace uneven brick 
surfaces

• New garden beds and trees
• Expanded outdoor trading and dining areas
• New seating and gathering spaces
• New pedestrian crossings creating safer movement for 

pedestrians and improved connections to Macedon 
Plaza

• Improved angled car parking layout, providing safer 
and easier car parking access and traffic flow

Detailed concept drawings, additional information and 
gudelines on how to submit feedback is available on the 
Manningham Your Say website.
Submissions close Monday, August 31.

Draft Public Toilet Plan
Manningham Council is seeking public feedback on their 
draft public toilet plan which will help manage the 33 
existing council owned public toilets, as well as outlining 
provisions for any additional 15 new public toilets.
The draft plan and guidelines on how to submit can be 
found on the Manningham Your Say website.
Submission close Monday, August 31 and 4pm.

Sports infrastructure and facilities usage
Manningham Council is seeking your feedback on two 
policies that relate to sporting fields in Manningham.
Draft Outdoor Sports Infrastructure Policy
This policy relates to the type and size of infrastructure 
that will be installed for outdoor sporting fields, as well 
as the financial contributions Council will make towards 
infrastructure improvements.
Draft Sporting Facilities Allocations Policy
This policy relates to the allocation of Manningham’s 
outdoor sporting facilities, including eligibility for each 
allocation type.
Further information and submission guidelines are 
available on the Manningham Your Say website, 
Submission close Monday, August 31 at 4pm.

Eucalypts of North East Melbourne webinar
Eucalypts are the most common species in our region, the 
most commonly grown species in the world and are easy 
to recognise.
However, as common as they are, how well do we know or 
understand them?
Join Nillumbik’s Biodiversity Officer, Julia Franco on 
Wednesday, September 9 for a webinar to take a look at 
our regions eucalypts in more depth.

MUNICIPAL NOTES
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The webinar includes the basics of the identification, where 
each local species grows and why, and what’s best for your 
revegetation project.
For tickets, visit the eventbrite page.
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/eucalypts-of-north-east-
melbourne-webinar-tickets-114842757780

Waste Management
Recycling & Recovery Centre
The Recycling & Recovery Centre is now closed to the 
public. 
Commercial customers with a Permitted Worker Permit 
can access the Centre Mon-Fri 8am-4pm.
The Reuse Shop remains closed. 
All Council kerbside waste collection services (including 
bin collection and hard waste collection) are continuing 
as normal. 
Click here for the most up-to-date information about 
Council services, facilities and events.
Collections
To find out your normal  bin collection day, enter your 
address in the My Neighbourhoodsection of this website.
To check ongoing collection weeks and changes due to 
some public holidays, visit our bin collection calendar
Standard waste service
• 120 litre green waste bin (lime green lid) for all food 

scraps and garden materials, collected weekly
• 240 litre recycling bin (yellow lid), collected fortnightly
• 120 litre landfill bin (red lid), collected fortnightly

Upsize/downsize and additional bin options
Green waste
Residents can choose one of the following options:

• New option: Upsize to a bigger 240 litre green waste bin 
– order online

• Additional 120 litre green waste bin – cost of bin $80, no 
extra annual collection charge

Recycling
• Additional 240 litre recycling bin – cost of bin $95, no 

extra annual collection charge

Landfill
Residents can choose one of the following options:

• Smaller 80 litre landfill bin – save $83.91 on the 2020-
2021 waste management charge

• New option: Bigger 140 litre landfill bin – additional 
$41.96 on the 2020-2021 waste management charge 

• Additional 120 litre landfill bin – cost of bin 
$80, additional $167.82 on the 2020-2021 waste 
management charge

• New option: Weekly collection of 120 litre landfill 
bin – additional $335.65 on the 2020-2021 waste 
management charge

Before upsizing your landfill bin or changing to weekly 
collection, check you’re making best use of space in your 
bin. 
Put all your food scraps in your green waste bin or home 
compost rather than in the landfill bin. 
Separate your soft plastics and drop them at a REDcycle bin 
at Coles or Woolworths. 
Visit Nillumbik Council’s Reduce your Waste page for simple 
and local options to avoid and minimise waste.

How to order
Call Nillumbik Council on 9433 3111
For upsizing to a bigger green waste bin only — order online
You can return an additional bin.
If it is in good condition you will receive a refund of 50 
per cent of the cost of the bin. 
You can cancel an upsized or extra landfill bin service at 
any time and the collection charge will stop.

Re-think: Speed Date a Sustainability Expert  
— Sunday 18 October

Make free online appointments to speak one to one with 
experts in energy efficiency, building, water savings, 
insulation, solar, batteries and more.
Re-energise: Sustainable Spring
Through a series of online webinars and workshops, 
connect with information, products and suppliers to 
reduce emissions and make your home and business 
more sustainable.
Look out for the heater/cooler bulk buy, kids activities 
and electric vehicle event. 
For more information go to Council’s 
website, nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Practically-Green and 
the Clean Energy Nillumbik websitewww.
cleanenergynillumbik.org.au

Practically Green is back
A new Practically Green is coming this September with a 
series of exciting sustainable events.
Re-imagine, Re-think and Re-energise is the theme for 
Practically Green, which is run by Clean Energy Nillumbik 
and funded through Nillumbik Shire Council.
Clean Energy Nillumbik has been awarded the tender to 
deliver Nillumbik’s Practically Green events for the next 
three years.
First held in 2008, Practically Green continues in 2020 
as a series of events to offer free, practical and simple 
eco building and lifestyle ideas to help people and their 
families live sustainably.
Mayor Karen Egan said it is an exciting time in energy with 
so many new technologies and ideas available.
This partnership is one of Council’s many initiatives that 
tackle climate change and support residents in making 
smart energy choices.
“Many people want more action to address climate 
change and Clean Energy Nillumbik is demonstrating 
practical ways for the Nillumbik community to help make 
a difference,” Cr Egan said.
“Clean Energy Nillumbik has a program of free events 
planned for 2020 that will help you make your home more 
comfortable, affordable to run, and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.”
Events have been redesigned into different formats in 
response to the COVID-19 restrictions.
This year, Practically Green will run with three key themes:
Re-imagine: Sustainable House Day events - Saturday 19 
and Sunday 20 September
Through video tours and live online Q&A sessions 
with home owners, you will gather inspiration about 
simple actions you can take to make your home more 
comfortable and inexpensive to run.
Their firsthand experience will show you it is possible.
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FOR THOSE facing long days and nights in lockdown, 
Wolfpack is a perfect time machine into real isolation — 
and an addictive window into the past that eats up hours 
of the present, before you know it!
Bulletin gaming reviewer SAM BROWN invites us onboard.

It comes to me at the oddest moments; walking down an 
aisle at Quinton’s IGA; strolling by the river.
An image that won’t fade, growing larger in the lens of 
my U-boat attack periscope: the sharp bow of a destroyer 
cleaving through the sea under an overcast sky.
Heading at me.
Fast.
The hydrophone operator had called out a contact closing 
perpendicular to the U-boat.
But nothing had prepared me for how close. 
As I flood the negative tank to propel the submarine into a 
crash dive, I jump at the first metallic ping of the warship’s 
underwater sonar.
The pings grow faster; the destroyer has me fixed.
Then, ominously, they stop and I hear rapidly-rotating 
propellers overhead.
I’ve read enough accounts of war in the north Atlantic to 
know the enemy ship has lost me temporarily as it passes 
overhead; but this also means depth charges are even now 

tumbling off its stern towards me.
I check the depth gauge: 120 metres, not nearly deep 
enough.
I hang on.
The first blast has me reaching to turn down my computer’s 
sound system dial; with the second, I stare open mouthed 
at the screen: the control room shudders and swings crazily.
Another boom. 
Lights flicker, spark and go out, the control room now lit 
only by the red glow of one light still intact.
Water spurts to my left.
Sharp booms and I cling to my seat as my virtual self is 
flung about.
The final booms are more muted; they, at least, have missed 
their mark.
From the quiet emerges the high-pitched hum of electric 
motors at flank.
I must quieten that hum, lest the enemy hear it.
I order 200 metres on the depth gauge to level the boat.
It creaks under increased depth pressure and water is still 
filling the control room.
If I can’t stop it, we’re doomed.
Then I remember, it’s just a game.
The source of this visceral experience? Wolfpack: the new 
multiplayer U-boat simulation available at Steam.com — 
born from the collaboration of tiny Swedish team Usurpator 

Review: Wolfpack 
The perfect lockdown computer U-boat simulation  
PLAYER ONE

Images sourced: SUBSIM/Usurpator AB via steampowered.com

Havoc inside an unescorted convoy
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AB studios and US-based Subsim.com.
When university students Oscar Wiberg and Einar Lundgren 
joined with Subsim.com proprietor and submarine 
simulation doyen Neal Stevens, who provided the finance 
and design advice to deliver it to early public access.
It was probably Stevens’ influence that shifted the game 
from an obscure Royal Navy theme to the enduringly 
fascinating German U-boat campaign against Allied 
convoys in the Atlantic during World War Two.
Smart move.
This collaboration has produced the most accurate 
simulation of U-boat warfare to date.
This is a hard-core simulation, albeit with few concessions 
to historical reality.
To survive, the player must learn to manipulate trim and 
negative tanks, as well as ballast, to dive correctly, lest the 
U-boat flop around the surface like a muddled duck or 
hurtle uncontrollably into the depths.
Balancing the boat at required depth becomes an art, 
requiring precise control of the fore and aft dive planes and 
careful handling of capricious trim tanks.
Distant convoys are first detected as a faint thrum of rotating 
propellers in the hydrophone operator’s headphones.
Once spotted, the player must calculate and feed 
information into the Target Data Computer — angle off 
the bow, target speed, distance and course — to set up a 
torpedo attack.
And these readings are gathered manually through the 
attack periscope; there is no quick button press here to 
automatically calculate the target’s distance and speed.
With few exceptions, if it had to be done in a real U-boat, 
it has to be done here.
Ships emerge gradually, almost majestically out of the misty 
distance, silhouettes of their escorts prowling alongside.
As the water sparkles and heaves across the periscope’s 
lenses, the player must get the depth right and hold it, lest 
a sudden wave cause them to lose sight of the target at the 
critical moment.
The game’s soundscape is also superb.
The changing tone of hissing compressed air as it gradually 
fills the tanks.
The background gurgling and slapping of water against 
the hull.
Starting the air compressor in the control room’s aft fills it 
with the ear-splitting sound of whirring machinery.
The player’s dilemma is that the sound could alert an 
enemy destroyer, yet a plentiful supply of compressed air 
is essential and every turn of the trim tank handle uses 
more of it up.
Just another trade-off to manage carefully as I plan my 
tactical engagement.
For now, Wolfpack remains in its early public access stage, 
with many obvious features yet to be added.
Wakes and bow spray are absent, there are no aircraft and 
ship models are relatively rudimentary.
For now, the player is limited to a simple convoy 
engagement; there are no missions or campaigns —though 
a simple mission generator has since been introduced.
Still, it’s like watching a masterpiece being painted, stroke 
by stroke, as regular updates gradually introduce more 
features, detail and scope.
Notably, Wolfpack’s multiplayer focus allows a team of 

online players to manage the U-boat together, playing 
various key roles, including captain, diving officer and 
radioman.
This takes the simulation to new realism heights, delivering 
an experience one step removed from actual U-boat 
combat.
Players must cooperate just like their real-life counterparts, 
following the commander’s orders just to survive, let alone 
mount a successful attack.
The developers appear to be aiming to create the definitive 
study-level U-boat simulation of the key World War Two 
Atlantic convoy battles.
With its emphasis on realism and detail, this is a simulation 
which will reward practice, and study of real-world tactics.
The makers, like many in the Subsim.com community, 
understand that high-fidelity simulations are far more 
satisfying — and addictive — than a more arcade-style 
depiction of submarine warfare.

The diving station

Wofpack View from conning tower 

Download the game at:
store.steampowered.com/app/490920/
Wolfpack
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CURRENTLY, there are at least 10,000 nest boxes installed 
across Victoria to help protect our wildlife.
That is according to a recent study by DELWP’s Arthur Rylah 
Institute for Environmental Research (ARI).
Nest boxes support Victoria’s biodiversity by providing homes 
for our native wildlife.
They are used by native animals like sugar gliders, brush-
tailed phascogales, common ringtail possums, agile/yellow-
footed antechinus, crimson and eastern rosellas, microbats 
and Australian owlet-nightjar, to name a few.
Hundreds of  citizen scientists, who  volunteer for the 
environment, help build and install these boxes across 
Victoria each year, which is a remarkable achievement.
They are a great way to get more people connecting directly 
with our native wildlife.
Those involved in nest box projects can see animals using 
the boxes, learn about how animals interact with their 
environment, and witness seasonal changes in activity.
However, only 55 per cent of nest box programs monitor 
whether native or invasive species use the boxes.
By encouraging more monitoring of the boxes, we can get a 
clearer picture of what is working and what is not.
Many species of wildlife rely on natural tree hollows for 
nesting, breeding and shelter.
Hollows provide a safe home away from the weather and 
predators.
In eucalypt trees, small hollows may take over 70 years to 
develop and large hollows many decades longer.
The range of hollow sizes and types is matched by the range 
of wildlife able to use them — small species such as the 
feathertail glider use small hollows, large parrots such as the 
sulphur-crested cockatoo use large, deep hollows.
Not all natural hollows are occupied.
This can be because the hollow is unsuitable. 
It can also be because, when not breeding, most species will 
move frequently between a number of hollows.

The role and limitations of nest boxes
Loss of natural tree hollows is a major concern for the 
protection of Victoria’s hollow-dependent wildlife. 
Nest boxes have been proposed as a potential solution to 
this problem in some situations, particularly where natural 
hollows have been depleted by humans.
A number of studies have contributed to knowledge of nest 
box design, use by wildlife and contribution to conservation 
outcomes but there remains a great deal to learn. 
Therefore, it is difficult to be definitive about many aspects of 
nest box design and their use as a management tool.
Nest boxes are not a long-term substitute for natural hollows.
They typically last around 10 years compared to a tree hollow 
that may exist for over 100 years.
Nest boxes have been shown to be a useful technique for 
surveying some species, such as brush-tailed phascogale 
and feathertail glider, but not others.

Your objectives
Before deciding on the use of nest boxes clarify your objective.
What species (single or multiple) are you trying to target 
and why?
For example:

• Provide additional habitat for hollow-dependent fauna in 
areas where hollows are absent or in short supply

• Support the persistence or reintroduction of a species
• Knowing something about the habitat preferences and 

hollow-use of the species you are hoping to benefit will be 
essential for decisions about box design and placement.

• A knowledge of the history of the location where nest boxes 
are to be installed is also useful.

• Does it contain natural hollows? 
• Have hollows been depleted, such as through previous 

logging or fires? 
• Are other essential habitat resources, such as food plants, 

present?

These issues may affect the success of your nest box project. 
For example, if food and water requirements are not present 
in the surrounding environment, a nest box may remain 
unoccupied.
Before nest boxes are installed, it is useful to discuss when 
to end the project. 
What is the useful life of the boxes? 
Will they be removed if there is a lack of occupancy or an 
ongoing problem with pest animals? 
Who will be responsible for their removal?

Nest box design and construction
Nest boxes are available commercially or can be built by 
anyone with basic woodworking knowledge and tools. 
The following points need to be considered when choosing 
or making a nest box:

• The species you wish to attract — each species will prefer 
a design suited to its needs.

• Entrance size — is very important. The entrance hole 
should be just large enough for the animal to enter through. 
This is to avoid entry by larger predators and potential 
competitors. A few millimetres can make a difference.

• Depth — some species, such as kookaburras and black 
ducks, prefer gently-sloping hollows for breeding whilst 
others, such as large cockatoos prefer deep, vertical hollows. 
Young animals must be able to exit the hollow. A rough 
surface inside can assist them.

• Cavity space — is dependent on the species and the 
likely number of occupants. Leadbeater’s possums live 

Creating homes for wildlife
Photos: Peter Hanson
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communally with as many as eight individuals denning 
together. Brush-tailed phascogales are solitary for much 
of the year and may move between hollows nightly. They 
may share a breeding hollow with up to six to eight young.

• Nesting material — some species will line the cavity with 
nesting material such as bark strips, leaves, feathers or 
fur.Parrots do not supply their own nesting material and 
will benefit from the addition of wood shavings, to mimic 
natural hollow decay.

• Insulation and colour — is important. Use of thick wood and 
suitable insulation material, and avoiding gaps and drafts 
will help reduce temperature fluctuations. Temperature 
extremes (hot and cold) are to be avoided.

While also affected by box placement, heat absorption 
is influenced by the colour of the box, with light colours 
reflecting more heat.
However, camouflage colours may help to prevent predators 
and vandals from locating nest boxes.

• Ventilation — can primarily be achieved through the 
entrance hole. Ensure that it is not obstructed. Additional 
ventilation may be required in some box designs and in 
regions that experience extremely hot weather.

• Access — a rough external box surface can assist animals 
to reach the entrance. A hinged lid opening will allow for 
cleaning and the occasional inspection.

• Durability — is influenced by the choice of materials, 
protective coatings and potential for damage by other 
organisms such as cockatoos and termites. Metal strips on 
lid edges may deter attack by cockatoos.

• Toxicity — boxes should be made from non-toxic wood 
and paint.

• Weather protection — preventing entry by rain, wind 
and snow. A nest box lid that extends over the entrance is 
helpful.

• Labelling — nest boxes should be individually labelled with 
the box number and contact details.

Location, position and attachment
• Location — the extent of surrounding suitable habitat and 

connectivity to native vegetation, the presence of feed trees, 
such as eucalypts and wattles will influence the success of 
nest boxes to attract animals.

• Height — place at a height that deters dogs and foxes, and 
human vandals. Generally, anything over three meters is 
appropriate. Potential predators include goannas, cats, 
foxes, snakes, pythons, sugar gliders and birds such as 
butcherbirds.

• Orientation and shading — the box opening should face 
the direction that minimises exposure to wind and rain 
Positioning the box on the south side of the host tree will 
reduce the amount of direct sunlight it receives during the 
day. Water entry or too much heat can kill young.

• Attachment — make sure the nest box is secure and allow 
for host tree growth to avoid damage to tree and box. A wire 
threaded through a section of hose (to protect the tree) 
which includes a section of spring can be used. Screws, e.g. 
coach screw (galvanised will last longer), can also be used 
for attachment, with some designs recommending adding a 
spacer between the box and tree. Trees can grow around the 
spacers, or slowly break them, rather than pushing against 
the box and causing damage. Any method of attachment 
will need to be regularly checked to make sure materials 
have not deteriorated, the tree is not being damaged and 
the nest box is still secure.

Safety
Installing and checking nest boxes is a potentially hazardous 
activity involving working at height and lifting heavy items.
Assess your capacity to safely undertake these tasks.
A qualified arborist may be needed.
Dangerous animals can occupy nest boxes, for example, 
bees, wasps, spiders, snakes and biting native animals. Avoid 
working alone, wear protective clothing, carry first aid and 
maintain communication.

Ethics and permits
Wildlife should be able to live free of unnecessary interference 
by humans, particularly if there is a risk to wildlife safety or 
health, or a risk of pain or suffering.
The placement of nest boxes on your private land does not 
normally require a permit.
On other land, the permission of the landholder or land 
manager should first be sought.
Natural hollows should not be taken from the environment 
and converted to nest boxes.
They are in short supply and are likely to already have an 
occupant.
In some cases, natural hollows may be used if salvaged e.g. 
from timber harvesting, or routine pruning of amenity trees, 
where they would normally be destroyed.

Monitoring, recordkeeping and reporting
Be aware that it may take months or years before a nest box 
is occupied. 
Activity can be seasonal with greater activity in spring when 
breeding occurs.

• Keep internal inspection of nest boxes to a minimum to 
avoid disturbing resident animals. Consider the use of a 
ground-based inspection camera on an extension pole. 
Remote cameras or observations from the ground can 
be also used to record nest box activity with little or no 
disturbance.

• Regular inspection of the condition of the box and presence 
of pest animals is essential.

• Nest box materials can deteriorate over time, and parts 
such as lids may become damaged. Maintenance may 
be needed to keep nest boxes in a usable condition.  The 
security of attachment of the nest box should also be 
checked regularly.

Pests, such as common myna and feral bee, may need to be 
controlled if they occupy the nest box.
It is recommended that such inspections take place from the 
outside to avoid disturbing animals that are using the box.

Original source material compiled by: Phoebe Macak 
(Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research) and 
Stephen Platt.
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