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The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin is produced to accompany its main 
publication, the Warrandyte Diary. The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin exists to 
engage and inform our readers on the issues that cannot wait until the 
end of the month.
The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin is written with the same passion, community 
spirit and sense of place as you would expect in the Warrandyte Diary.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The Diary 
carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character 
of the place it serves. The Warrandyte Diary and the Warrandyte Diary 
Bulletin reach the communities of Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South 
Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

The Warrandyte Diary Bulletin acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the 
lands where Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
nation, and pays respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — 
and acknowledges the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people continue to play within our community.  
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Readers are advised that the Warrandyte 
Diary and the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin 
accepts no responsibility for financial, 
health or other claims published in 
adve r t i s i ng  i n  th i s  newspaper. 
Responsibility for election and referendum 
comment in this issue is accepted by 
James Poyner.
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8,000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of 
the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character 
as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 
1,900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of 
young painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. 
Now a commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit 
and sense of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This 
newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

The Warrandyte Diary and the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin are made by the 
community, for the community. They weave a thread through the rich tapestry 
of individuals, community groups, sports clubs, associations and businesses 
that make Warrandyte and the surrounding towns the special place that it is.
Advertising supports the publication by covering printing and production 
costs and associated expenses.
Rates listed below are for the Warrandyte Diary Bulletin only, for advertising in 
the main publication contact info@warrandytediary.com.au or see our website.
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Warrandyte pivots as Stage 3 is reimposed
By JAMES POYNER
SINCE JULY 8, Coronavirus numbers in Victoria 
have been steadily rising, as of Saturday, July 25, 
there were nearly 4,000 active cases in Victoria.

In Manningham and Nillumbik, there have 
also been steady rises in numbers, as of July 
27, Manningham stands at 38 active cases and 
Nillumbik at 34.

Whilst these numbers may seem shocking, 
it is worth noting that the large municipalities 
our town is part of have relatively low numbers 
compared to municipalities such as Brimbank 
(515) and Wyndham (476) and nearby Banyule 
(153) and globally, our total of around 13,000 
active cases pales in comparison to somewhere 
like the US which is recording 50–60,000 new 
cases per day and total active cases in the 
millions.

Regardless, with community transmission 
being a key feature of this second wave, the 
State Government is imploring people to follow 
the physical distancing directions, to wear face 
masks and to practice good hand hygiene.

The Warrandyte Diary team is also taking this 
opportunity to remind our community what it 
is that makes our town such a wonderful place 
to live with our Wear it Well Warrandyte social 
media campaign.

Look out for our campaign on Instagram 
and Facebook, featuring members of the 
community sharing what they love about 
Warrandyte and showing us how they “wear it 
well” for Warrandyte.

COVID-19 by the numbers
Premier Daniel Andrews reinforced the 

message that Victorians need to get tested as 
soon as they develop symptoms and to stay 
home until they get their results, when he 
announced on July 27 that the number of new 
cases exceeded 500.

Earlier, Mr Andrews sited figures that showed 
90 per cent of Victorians “did not isolate 
between when they first felt sick and when they 
went to get a test”, and around half (53 per cent) 
of people who were tested for Coronavirus 
did not isolate until they received the result 
of the test.

“Fifty-three percent of people continuing 
to go shopping, continuing to go to work, 
continuing to do all sorts of things even though 
they’ve got symptoms, they feel sick, sick 
enough to get a test, and then, somehow, not 
willing to stay at home and wait — on average 
— a couple of days, and sometimes sooner — to 

get the results of that test.”
On July 22, Victorian Chief Health Officer, 

Brett Sutton said we are facing a major 
challenge presaging the 532 we saw on July 27.

“We are going to look at 500–600 cases per day 
— I absolutely don’t want us to go there — so 
we have to reinforce the things that we know 
will make a difference.

“And that is the very simple principles of 
isolation and quarantine,” he said.

With a mounting death toll, particularly in 
aged care facilities, there is a growing impetus 
on all of us to continue to follow the rules.

Many businesses in Warrandyte have already 
needed to close or reduce their operation and 
with the highly infectious nature of this virus 
and global deaths showing no generation is 
immune to the worst this virus can do, it is 
imperative we all do our best to follow the 
rules, to get the numbers under control and get 
Melbourne out of Stage 3 restrictions.

Stage three point five 
Melburnians are adjusting to severe 

restrictions on businesses and gatherings for 
a second time as growing cases of Coronavirus 
put metro-Melbourne and Mitchell Shire back 
into Stage 3 lockdown in early July.

Stage 3 lockdown this time is very different 
from April/May with current restrictions 
including:
• Compulsory face masks or coverings 

whenever you leave your home
• Zero guests in your home
• Only leave your home when it is essential, 

for work, exercise, compassionate reasons, 
or education

• Stay as local as possible when leaving home 
for one of the four reasons 

• Practice good hand hygiene and cough 
protocol

• Maintain 1.5 metres distance
There are also hard borders around metro-

Melbourne and Mitchell Shire with rolling 
checkpoints manned by Police and Defence 
personnel. 

Fines for breaching Stay at Home and 
Restricted Activity Directions begin at $1,652 
and Police will issue a $200 fine if you are 
caught not wearing a face mask without a 
good reason.

Stay At Home Directions (Restricted Area) 
(No 4) came into effect on July 22 and states 
when a person leaves their home for one of the 
four essential reasons, they must also ensure 

“it does not involve unreasonable travel or 
travelling to a place for an unreasonable period 
of time”.

The Direction lists examples and indicates 
that travelling for exercise or shopping when 
the task can be achieved locally will be 
considered unreasonable and can result in an 
infringement.

Although there have been no locally reported 
infringements, residents in other parts of 
Melbourne have been speaking out on social 
media and in the mainstream news about these 
restrictions.

A person in Elwood was fined $1,652 
for driving seven kilometres to shop in a 
neighbouring suburb.

Following a Channel 9 interview with a 
woman walking The Tan after complaining 
she had walked all the streets of her suburb, 
Brighton, the incident and individual involved 
subsequently received a dressing down at the 
Premier’s Coronavirus update the following 
day — the person/incident is now known 
as “the Melbourne Karen” and has even 
spawned the creation of the Instagram profile 
“the Karening”, which is encouraging runners, 
walkers and cyclists to “do” every street in their 
postcode.

While face masks or face coverings are now 
compulsory for metro-Melbourne and Michell 
Shire, there are a few exceptions.

Anyone under the age of 12 is not required 
to wear a face mask, or any primary school 
student when at school.

Anyone with a physical, mental or health 
condition or illness is also exempt from 
wearing a mask, with a medical certificate, if it 
is deemed unsuitable for them to do so.

Masks and coverings are also exempt where 
clear communication is essential, such as when 
communicating with some who is deaf or hard 
of hearing or where wearing a mask in a work 
setting poses a health and safety risk.

Teachers, lecturers and broadcasters are also 
exempt from wearing a mask or a face covering 
when actively lecturing or broadcasting.

Individuals taking part in strenuous exercise 
(such as running or cycling), when consuming 
food in a public place, visiting a bank branch or 
undergoing medical treatment are also exempt, 
but it is advised that if you are usually required 
to wear a face mask, you must have one with 
you to wear when it is safe and necessary to.

A person is also allowed to remove their mask, 
when asked to, to help confirm identity.

In the build-up to, and in the early days of, face 
masks and coverings becoming mandatory, the 
government and health officials had stated 
repeatedly that masks and coverings are 
not guaranteed protection against catching 
Coronavirus but do reduce the risk.

However, there are exemptions and the 
community should not be too quick to judge if 
someone appears to not be complying.

Shops across Victoria have also introduced 
new “no mask, no entry” rules.

Some members of the community have 
been foolishly challenging the mask rules, 
trumpeting their “constitutional rights” to store 
owners and Police officers (and subsequently 
getting themselves arrested).

The self-aggrandising videos they then posted 
on Social Media are being widely lambasted.

The Premier noted that the Directions to wear 
a mask amounted to it being “our Stage Four”, 
however there are more severe restrictions that 
the Chief Health Officer has at his disposal if the 
numbers remain stubbornly high.

3
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By JOY BRAYBROOK
WOMEN OF Warrandyte have rallied to the 
cause and become mask makers. 

Their handiwork is in incredible demand.
My neighbour Karen is one of them, she is 

busy at work every day and sometimes into 
the night.  

Karen started with developing a prototype 
from the internet and working on it until the 
product was perfect. 

At first, she laboured for her loved ones; four 
children and their partners, then the seven 
grandchildren over two. 

It was not long before friends like me received 
her special creation and then she turned her 
hand to supporting the community. 

She quickly used up Spotlight’s dense thread 
count material but was able to access the fabric 

closer to home from Clare’s Fabrics boutique 
shop, on the grounds of Warran Glen Garden 
Centre. 

Karen is a resident of Creekside in Warrandyte. 
She trained as a dress designer and at one 

time made wedding dresses, and now her 
competence is put to a new and vital need. 

Congratulations to all those wonderful 
Warrandyte women who have rallied to the 
cause pulled their sewing machines out of 
hiding and set to work to help us combat this 
crisis together.
There are many like Karen who have pivoted 
in the second wave to keep busy and help to 
keep Victorians safe.
Read our feature on the mask makers of 
Warrandyte in our forthcoming August 
edition. 

Meet the local mask makers

Retired dress designer Karen 
modelling her latest creation

By SANDI MILLER
FOLLOWING A successful  mediation, 
Manningham, Whitehorse and Boroondara 
have opted to withdraw from the Supreme 
Court challenge to the North East Link’s 
planning approvals.

North East Link (NEL) has reach agreement 
with the three councils who went to court over 
the project’s Environment Effects Statement 
process.

Manningham, Whitehorse and Boroondara 
have reached an agreement on the judicial 
review, which they say has helped secure 
positive outcomes for the community.

The Victorian Government will deliver 
a package of additional upgrades in the 
communities surrounding the project, and will 
ensure the councils have more opportunities to 
provide input on the final design of the project.

Minister for Transport Infrastructure Jacinta 
Allan said, “We’ve worked with local councils 
every step of the way and we look forward 
to continuing to work collaboratively with 
Manningham, Whitehorse and Boroondara 
City Council as we deliver North East Link.”

Manningham Mayor, Cr Paul McLeish said 
Council advocated strongly to minimise the 
impacts on the community.

We negotiated in good faith with the Victorian 
Government and the North East Link Project 
(NELP), the point where many of our concerns 
have been addressed.

“We have always tried to work constructively 
and as a result of our collaborative approach, 
we secured a number of projects that will have 
long-term benefits for our community,” Cr 

McLeish said.
He said through participating in the judicial 

review process, the three councils we able 
to negotiate certainty on key outcomes and 
significant projects for the community, 
including:

• A new safer $5.8M pedestrian and cyclist 
shared user path bridge across the Yarra 
River that will facilitate walking and cycling 
to connect Banksia Park to the Main Yarra 
Trail and Heidelberg Station.

• Detailed planning work and a business 
case worth around $3M for the future 
duplication and upgrade of Templestowe 
Road with shared pedestrian and bike 
paths.

• Protection of Bulleen Park with no 
extension of the golf course, the retention 
of facilities for aero-modellers and archery 
club, and the preservation of Yarra River 
frontage and open space.

• Planning for future parkland of at least 14 
hectares along the Yarra River corridor 
between Templestowe Road and the Yarra 
River.

• If the Eastern Freeway is widened, NELP 
have agreed to directly notify impacted 
residents as part of their community 
engagement.

• $150,000 to further progress the 
redevelopment of land at Websters Road as 
a future employment precinct.

The project will also provide multi-million 
dollar sporting upgrades in the form of 
upgrading two and building of one new AFL/

cricket grounds and associated club facilities 
at Bulleen Park, to offset the impact of losing 
Oval 1 and the construction of three new soccer 
pitches and related infrastructure within a new 
facility at the Bulleen Golf Driving Range site 
on Templestowe Road.

Cr McLeish said the agreement goes beyond 
the normal consultation requirements of the 
conditions of the project approval and will 
benefit those residents most impacted along 
with the whole community.

“We will have more active engagement 
opportunities to review and comment on 
relevant matters that impact our community 
and environment — this will enable us to 
work with the tenderers to bring even more 
outcomes for the community through the 
design process.”

He said Council commenced legal action 
because they believed the reference design did 
not provide enough certainty.

“We now have many more answers and this 
agreement provides a greater level of clarity 
and ability to influence the final design,” Cr 
McLeish said.

In addition to the consultation processes 
already required under the Minister for 
Planning’s Assessment of North East Link, 
Manningham, Whitehorse and Boroondara 
will have an opportunity to provide further 
input ahead of designs being finalised, once a 
preferred bidder has been selected.

Residents in the City of Whitehorse will see 
major upgrades to the Elgar Park sporting 
precinct, open space enhancements and 
upgrades to cycling facilities.

The City of Boroondara has secured an 
agreement that the Freeway Golf Course will 
be maintained as an 18-hole course, with NELP 
shelving plans to relocate the Boroondara 
Tennis Centre to that site.

Ms Allen said the Government will work with 
Tennis Victoria and Tennis Australia to identify 
a new location for a regional tennis facility.

Cr McLeish said that Council worked hard to 
find a suitable relocation site for the impacted 
Bulleen Industrial Precinct businesses, 
including investigating the development 
of an industrial precinct at Websters Road, 
Templestowe.

“Unfortunately, this could not be achieved 
the given complexities and time-frames, and 
this remains a significant concern for Council.”

However, they have received a commitment 
to further progress the redevelopment of land 
at Websters Road as a future employment site.

Councils withdraw from North East Link review

Artist’s impression courtesy NELP
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By SUSAN FOREMAN
GOVERNANCE in many municipalities has 
long been dominated by male voices.

So, there is a drive by the Victorian State 
Government to inspire a new generation of 
women councillors ahead of the October local 
government elections.

Minister for Local Government Shaun Leane 
announced the It’s Our Time campaign, which 
aims to inspire women to get involved in local 
government and nominate for election.

The push will include the provision of online 
resources including webinars.

Mr Leane said, “Gender equality makes 
communities, councils and Victoria stronger.

“That’s why we’re making support available 
to encourage women to run for council and 
support safe campaigning.”
It’s Our Time will draw on the experience and 
expertise of a range of partners including 
LGPro (Local Government Professionals), 
the Australian Local Government Women’s 
Association, the Victorian Local Governance 
Association, the YWCA and the Ethnic 
Communities Council.

Minister for Women, Gabrielle Williams, said 
Victoria is leading the country when it comes 
to improving gender equality.

“We want people of all genders to enjoy 
equal rights, opportunities, responsibilities 
and outcomes – and programs like this help 
us make it happen,” she said.

A century on from the election of the state’s 
first woman councillor, Mary Rogers, Victoria 
now boasts the highest number of female 
mayors in history with 32 in place across the 
state.

However, 13 of Victoria’s 79 councils have 
just one female councillor, while overall 
women account for just 38 per cent of elected 
representatives.

Locally, Manningham Council currently 

has a majority of women on council, with 
five out of the nine councillors identifying as 
female, while only two of the seven members 
of Nillumbik’s council are women.

The Victorian Government has provided 
$137,000 to promote pathways for a more 
diverse range of candidates standing for local 
government in 2020.

This has included backing the Victorian Local 
Governance Association’s Your Community, 
Country and Council campaign to Aboriginal 
communities.

Minister Leane has also announced the 
launch of a new Gender Equality Advisory 
Panel which will focus on achieving the 50 
per cent representation target set by Victoria’s 
gender equality strategy Safe and Strong and 
delivering the reforms of the state’s new Gender 
Equality Act 2020.

The panel will include members from across 
the sector including LGPro and councillor 

representatives.
Mr Lean said the new Gender Equality 

Advisory Panel will be “full of experience and 
know-how”.

“It’s an important step towards achieving 
gender equity in councils by 2025 and one that 
will inspire a new generation of councillors,” 
he said.

The Local Government Act 2020 also promotes 
gender diversity with stronger action on sexual 
harassment and rules for councils to measure 
gender equality, diversity and inclusiveness in 
their workforce plans.

Anyone wishing to nominate for Council 
should visit your local council or VEC websites.
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/elections 
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Council/About-
Council/Council-elections/
www.vec.vic.gov.au

The period for nominations is from September 
17–22.

Encouraging women to run for government

By SUSAN FOREMAN
TIME IS running out to ensure you have your 
say at the upcoming municipal elections.

Election day is October 24 and the close of 
roll is 57 days prior.

To vote in the council elections you must be 
enrolled by 4pm on Friday, August 28, 2020.

The vote will be conducted as a postal 
election, with ballot packs being mailed to 
every enrolled voter in early October.

There are two categories of enrolment, either 
the State roll or the Council roll, called the 
“CEO’s list”.

The State Roll requires voters to be over 18 
and an Australian citizen, the CEOs List is 
provided to give non-citizen ratepayers an 
entitlement to vote.

State enrolment
If you live in an electorate and are enrolled to 

vote in State elections at your current address, 
you are automatically enrolled to vote in that 
Council’s elections.

If you are an Australian citizen aged 18 years 
or over and you have lived in Victoria for at 
least one month, you will need to enrol with 
the Victorian Electoral Commission if you are 
not on the State electoral roll.

You can apply, check and amend your state 
enrolment details online at vec.vic.gov.au.

Voting is compulsory for State-enrolled 
electors at Council elections.

Council enrolment
If you were on the last voters’ roll for your 

current municipality at the 2016 Council 
elections as a non-resident owner (and the 
circumstances of your enrolment have not 
changed), you may be automatically enrolled 
by council to vote at this year’s election.

You can apply to appear on the CEO’s List if 
you are aged 18 years or over, pay rates for a 
property within that municipality and are not 
otherwise entitled to vote in that municipality.

You have an automatic entitlement as a 
council-enrolled voter if you:
• Own a property within a council but do not 

live in the area,
• pay rates for a residence or a corporation in 

a council area.
You can apply to enrol if you:

• Are not an Australian citizen, but you live 

and pay rates in a council, or
• pay rates on a property you occupy and 

have no other entitlement to vote in the 
council, or

• are a director or company secretary of a 
corporation that pays rates and have no 
other entitlement to vote in the council, or

• are a ratepayer, you were not on the council 
roll at the 2016 council election and you are 
not on the State roll for that council area.
Check with your local council to apply, check 

and amend your council enrolment details.
For local council elections in October 2020, it 

is not compulsory for council-enrolled voters to 
vote, except in Melbourne City Council.

The introduction of the Local Government 
Act 2020 will make it compulsory for all types 
of voters, including council-enrolled voters, 
to vote in all municipal elections from the 
elections scheduled in October 2024.

Enrol now to exercise your entitlement
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what’s happening
Following the interrupted restart of Term 3, many Neighbourhood houses and other commu-
nity education services had to put their return to classroom on hold. Jess Ness and her team 
at Central Ringwood Community Centre (CRCC) have managed to put together a selection of 
classes, from their program, which have been modified to be taught virtually. CRCC also has 
an IT support program in place to help people get connected, as well as a device loan service.

Lockdown 2.0 is going to be with us for as long as Coronavirus numbers remain high, and it is also likely, once the numbers are under control, 
that a return to working/living/playing conditions just prior to the reimposing of Stage 3 are still months away. If you are running remote classes 
to help keep the community engaged, informed, educated, entertained and energised, please email: info@warrandytediary.com.au with the 
subject “Classes for What’s Happening Guide” and we will endeavour to give your online course a plug.

Name: Community Support Group
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12pm
Cost: Free
Info: Share, Listen and Learn to help each other cope 
with isolation. 
Enquiries 9870 2602 or email: info@crccinc.org.au

Name: Watercolour
When: Wednesdays, July 12 – September 16, 
 9:15am – 11:15am
Cost: Free
Info: Watercolour tutor, Antoinette, has won many 
awards and commendations for her watercolour painting. 
She teaches in a manner that encourages confidence, 
individuality, and determination to succeed. 
Subjects taught include landscape, floral and still life 
painting. Learn to understand perspective, composition, 
and the importance of planning, as well as many other 
techniques in the skill of watercolour painting.
Class is suitable for beginners and those with some 
experience.

Name: Oil or Acrylic Painting
When:  Tuesdays, July 14 – September 15, 
 9:30am – 12pm 
 Thursdays, July 16 – September 17, 
 1:30pm – 3:30pm 
Cost: Free
Info: Course covers a broad spectrum of oil painting, 
including still life and landscapes, mixing and build-up of 
colour, and the development of composition and dimension. 
Beginners and those who have painted before are welcome 
as every student receives individual tuition and works at their 
own pace.

Name: Wayapa Wuurrk
When: Tuesdays, starting August 4 for 7 weeks, 
 6:30pm – 8:30pm
Cost: $140
Info: From ancient Indigenous wisdom, Wayapa Wuurrk 
enables a connection to the land through mindful practices, 
breath work and a gentle movement sequence through the 
14 elements. http://crccinc.org.au/programs/wayapa

Name: Meditation for Pain and Stress Relief
When:  Thursdays, August 6 – September 17 
 10:30am – 11:30am
Cost: $120
Info: Do you suffer from chronic pain and/or stress? If 
so, this course is likely to bring relief through gentle targeted 
meditation.

Name: Nutrition for Families
When: Saturday, August 29, 2:30pm – 4pm
Cost: $16 
Info: Nutrition For Families by a qualified Nutritionist from 
I.M.Nutrition who’ll help you develop you’re family’s health 
and development through good nutrition habits and healthy 
relationship with food. Includes an e-Book with tips, activities 
and recipes
http://crccinc.org.au/programs/nutrition-for-families

Name: Cooking on a Budget
When: Friday, August 14, 2pm
Cost: $15
Info: Whether you’re moving out of home, you’re trying 
to feed hungry teens, your income has reduced or even if 
you’re just saving, there are so many reasons to cook to a 
budget. Come and learn some tips and tricks to minimise 
cost and maximise nutrition and flavour. Learn how to get the 
best value out of your produce and build your confidence of 
cooking with limited ingredients.

Name: Take a Base and Build on It
When: Monday, August 10, 2pm
Cost: $15
Info: Learn how the foundations of one recipe, can be 
made, portioned and used as the bones of multiple recipes. 
Save prep time and keep your weekly menu varied and 
interesting without the stress. 
Ingredient and equipment lists provided so you can cook 
along at home if you’d like to.

Name: Assisted Computer Practice Session
When: Thursdays, April 16 – June 25,
 9:30am – 12pm
Cost: No charge for students enrolled in another 
 funded class.
Info: This studio style class is for people who would 
like a little help with their computer or portable device. Our 
teacher can answer all your tricky questions.

Name: Urban platypuses: threats and challenges
When: Thursday, August 6, 2pm–3pm
Cost:  Free
Info:  Melbourne Water and industry professionals have 
partnered in a live webinar series highlighting waterway 
management and conservation. The Melbourne Water Urban 
Platypus Program is the largest monitoring program for 
platypuses and the only one in an urban environment that 

poses unique challenges to aquatic fauna. 
Josh Griffiths is a wildlife ecologist with research groups 
cesar/EnviroDNA, specialising in the iconic platypus. 
Josh will discuss his work on platypuses over the last 13 
years including their conservation status and threats and 
running the Melbourne Water Urban Platypus Program.
Register https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/urban-platypuses-
threats-and-challenges-tickets-112411379462

Bookings: http://crccinc.org.au
info@crccinc.org.au

9870 2602
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