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Standing together, apart

As we enter our third month of Coronavirus isolation, Warrandyte is settling into the change of routine. Young kids, 
and their parents and teachers, are coming to terms with distance education, while the teens in our community 
enjoy the almost uninterrupted screen time that isolation affords them. Our frontline workers are doing an amazing 
job keeping us safe, well, and fed, while those Zoom-ing into their workplaces are discovering how much more 
time you have without the daily commute, and how liberating working in pyjamas can be. However, it is not all 
beer and skittles, with many facing financial hardships, increased tension in the pressure cooker of life behind 
doors, worry over the health of our loved ones, as well as a sense of isolation as we distance ourselves from those 
we care about. See our coverage of Warrandyte’s continuing days of solitude.
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The Diary’s researchers have 
taken a peek into the news 
archives to see what was 
happening around town a 
century ago, and guess what 
they found...?

WARRANDYTE TOPICS
Box Hill Reporter 

Friday, April 16, 1920, Page 4

On Easter Sunday night a very enjoyable 
party was given by Mrs. F. Trezise at “The 
Oaks”, Warrandyte, to celebrate the 21st 
birthday of her daughter, Nellie.
The guests numbered between 30 and 40.
Heavy rain early in the evening in no way 
dampened their spirits as they all arrived 
happy, though wet.
Dancing, singing, games, et cetera 
occupied the early part of the evening.
Miss Jessie West and Mr. Arthur Aird, who 
played the accompaniments and dance 
music, proved themselves fully equal to 
the occasion, and when the stirring notes 

of the bagpipes, played by Mr. Charles 
Spalding, filled the air, the joy of the 
revellers knew no bounds.
Many striking fancy costumes were worn.
The supper room was tastefully decorated 
with gaily coloured streamers and 
mistletoe and the guests sat down at 12 
o’clock.
The wedding of Miss Trezise was then 
announced, to the great surprise of 
everyone present.
This proved to be a humorous and effective 
mock ceremony, conducted by Mr. Laurie 
Cook, the bride was becomingly dressed 
in an exquisite costume of hand-made 
lace and costly net veil, and carried a 
charming bouquet of American beauties.
She was given away by Mr. Alec. Crawford.
Mr. Harlow, the “blushing bridegroom”, 
went through the part bravely.
The Wedding March was played, on the 
pipes by Mr. Spalding.
The “minister” read the service from a 
pack of cards, which helps to show that 
marriage is a gambling game.
A huge wedding bell was suspended 
from the ceiling, and when rung at the 
conclusion of the ceremony, released 

showers of confetti over the happy pair.
After supper, there was a confetti battle, 
and more dancing, most of the couples 
becoming artistically entangled in the 
streamers.
The singing of Auld Lang Syne at about 
3:30am ended a most enjoyable evening.
Eastertide passed off quietly, except for 
perhaps more than the usual flow of 
visitors.
The banks of the river were covered with 
campers and picnickers.

The death of Mrs. Hannah Carrucan took 
place at the residence of her daughter 
(Mrs. Sloan), on 28th March.
The deceased lady had been in feeble 
health for some time, but the sudden 
death of her son, Inspector Carrucan, at 
their home in Eltham, brought the end 
sooner than was expected.
She was a colonist of over 65 years, and 
was the widow of the late Mr. Peter 
Carrucan of Eltham, being 78 years of age.
A large family are left to mourn their loss.
News reports sourced courtesy of the 
National Library of Australia’s Trove 
service.

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 
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opinion
By SANDI MILLER
SOCIETY IS AT a crossroad, as the 
Coronavirus, the great disruptor, for 
better or worse, has forced almost 
everyone on the planet to make a 
significant shift away from “the norm”, 
and this shift has been different for 
everyone.

While our canine companions are in 
heaven, we have seen the virus bring 
out the best and the worst in all of us.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that 
our community has rallied together, 
albeit at a 1.5m distance.

Neighbours talking across the street 
to one another, teddy bears in the 
window to brighten kids’ days, candles 
at dawn for Anzac Day.

Government, businesses, and 
families, have innovated to make 
this new normal possible — both 
physically and financially.

Australia is in a much better position 
than most, and the need to shelter in 

place will eventually pass.
The Warrandyte we will have in the 

future will be made up of the clubs, 
businesses and events we support 
now.

If you want the pub to reopen, it has 
to survive until then.

If you want your kids to play tennis 
next summer, the club, and the 
coaches, all need to be helped through 
this.

Want to go to the Follies next year, 
the Warrandyte Arts Association will 
need your help to stay afloat.

So, what sort of Warrandyte do we 
want to live in and how can we make 
sure it exists?

If you still have a job, you are one of 
the lucky ones.

If you have the ability to work from 
home, doubly so — you still have an 
income, and you don’t have to put 
yourself or your family at risk to earn 
that income.

We live in a circular economy, the 
stimulus money is there to “stimulate” 
that economy, not to pay extra off the 
mortgage.

As the old saying goes, “it’s made 

round, to go ‘round”.
Properly done, stimulus money can 

generate a hundred times its face 
value.

Take $100 and spend it on a new 
table at Whimsical Treasures, who 
then take that money and buy a case 
of wine at Hops and Vine.

The bottle shop employee then 
spends $50 for dinner at Ember and 
$50 at Muscle Magic — who each 
get H2Pro to repair a tap or unblock 
their toilet.

H2Pro can now pay their graphic 
designer to design a new ad for the 
Diary.

The graphic designer then puts that 
towards $100 worth of groceries at 
Quinton’s Supa IGA, and that money 
goes towards Fireball and a new truck 
for the CFA.

In this hypothetical situation, that 
truck is able to turn out on a Saturday 
night — in the not too distant future — 
and put out a fire at the Grand Hotel.

That inital $100 has generated at 
least $600 to the economy (and saved 
the pub!).

If we do it right, every business 

in Warrandyte benefits from this 
stimulus, and that generates hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for the local 
economy.

We all have a choice.
Sure, you could use this money 

to reduce your mortgage or buy 
something from Amazon, but these 
things will still be there when this 
crisis is over.

We also need to ask, do we return 
to our old ways after this? Do we dive 
straight back into unbridled consumer 
culture and the nine-to-five grind?

Or do we kind of like growing our 
own vegetables, baking bread, taking 
walks along the river.

How do we make this work into the 
future?

There have been some who have 
advocated for a Universal Basic 
Income, which would give us the 
freedom to spend more time with 
family, or pursue our dreams, without 
the stress of wondering if you can pay 
the rent.

There is much tragedy in the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but with every 
cloud there is always a silver lining.

With “normal” on hold, we have the 
freedom to assess what is important, 
to find other ways of gauging success 
and happiness.

We are making sacrifices right now 
for our collective wellbeing, is it so 
much of a stretch to continue that 
mindset into the future, to end hunger, 
homelessness, global warming? 

What do you miss right now?
I can bet it is not wandering around 

Eastland — it is probably visiting your 
mum… sharing a meal with friends… 
lying on a beach…a night at the 
theatre… a hug.

We will get those things back, if we 
all remain safe at home for a while.

We will rid the world of Coronavirus, 
but can we rid ourselves of that most 
pernicious disease: consumption?

In the future, when your great 
grandchildren are learning about the 
year that was 2020 — bushfires and a 
global disease, when they study this 
significant time in human history, 
will they live in a new world we have 
created, or will they still be on the 
consumptive treadmill? 

What do we want life after Corona to look like?

By JAMES POYNER
WE HAVE BEEN living with Stage 3 
restrictions for a whole month and the 
good news is Australia appears to be 
flattening the curve.

Whilst the rest of the world struggles 
to deal with an explosive infection and 
death rate, as of Sunday, May 3, the 
Australian Government was reporting 
6,801 confirmed cases, with 5,817 
recovered and 95 deaths, with the 
majority of cases and deaths occurring 
in New South Wales.

At both a national and state level, 
more than 50 per cent of confirmed 
cases arrived from overseas, and 
nationally more than 600 cases are 
linked to the Ruby Princess.

The Stage 3 restrictions which came 
into force at the beginning of April 
included the compulsory isolation of 
international arrivals for 14 days, as 
well as a ban on mass gatherings — 
which is any gathering of more than 
two people — unless they are the 
people you usually live with, as well 
as  a swathe of other restrictions which 
are enforceable by Victoria Police and 
carry a fine of $1,652 for individuals 
and $9,913 for businesses.

May 11 is the date businesses, 
sporting associations, and community 
groups across Victoria are waiting for.

May 11 marks the end of the current 
State of Emergency and will follow 
a National Cabinet meeting, now 
scheduled for May 8, to discuss easing 

Depending on how the spread of 
COVID-19 is tracking, there is a distinct 
chance some of the Stage 3 restrictions 
we are all currently living under could 
be eased.

While most people are complying 
with the restrictions and economic 
stimulus has begun to arrive in 
personal and business bank accounts, 
this crisis is far from over, and the 
community is reminded to adhere to 
the current restrictions and to stay at 
home, when possible.

During a press conference on 
Monday, April 27, Premier Daniel 

Andrews and Chief Health Officer 
Doctor Bret Sutton outlined where 
Victoria currently stands and what to 
expect in the coming weeks.

Premier Andrews initially stated 
the current level of restrictions would 
continue until at least May 11.

The Premier and the Chief Health 
Officer also announced the expansion 
of COVID-19 testing, with an aim to test 
an additional 100,000 people across 
the state before May 11, with testing 
expanded to anybody presenting even 
the mildest of symptoms.

As  w e g o to  pr int,  the  State 
Government announced it  had 
already administered 55,000 tests but 
is still encouraging those with flu like 
symptoms to get tested.

“Even if you have mild symptoms — 
like a runny nose or scratchy throat 
— please get yourself down to one of 
our 90 sites and take a test,” said Health 
Minister Jenny Mikakos.

If you fall into the expanded category 
of people who can be tested, you can 
get tested by your GP, at hospitals 
or at one of the popup clinics the 
Government has rolled out.

The nearest  popup clinics to 
Warrandyte are open daily 9am-5pm 
and are at:
• Eastland, accessed via Entry 6, 
 off Warrandyte Road.
• Donaster Shopping Town, 
  accessed via the Tower Street car 
  parking entrance, follow directions 
  to the staff carpark.

For a complete list of testing clinics 
visit the Department of Health and 
Human Services website.

The Government’s aim is to gather 
as much data as possible on the virus 
to equip authorities with the ability to 
be prepared for any potential flare-up 
of the disease and to gradually begin 
to ease restrictions.

Although there is talk of easing 
restrictions, which will come as a relief 
to many, it is going to be a long time 
before freedom of movement and how 

businesses interact with customers 
returns to pre-Coronavirus conditions.

Local Government assistance
Both Mannigham and Nillumbik 

introduced extra financial measures to 
assist people in hardship at this time, 
these measures were passed at each 
council’s respective April Ordinary 
Council Meeting.

Manningham Council rolled out a 
$3.8M COVID-19 Community Relief 
Package to help ease the burden 
on businesses and communities 
impacted by Coronavirus.

Manningham Mayor, Councillor Paul 
McLeish said Council recognised the 
long term financial hardship many 
were facing.

“ T h e  C O V I D - 1 9  C o m m u n i t y 
Relief Package endorsed tonight 
includes measures for ratepayers, 
older residents, local businesses and 
community groups.

“We want our community to know 
we are there for them and we hope the 
package will make things a little easier.

“This $3.8M package provides direct 
relief to vulnerable sections of our 
community.

“We have approved a mixture of cost 
relief measures for those in hardship 
and extra funding for community 
support services,” he said.

The COVID-19 Community Relief 
Package includes:
• Fourth quarter rate payment  
 extension.
• An increase in the rate rebate  
 for Low Income Health Care Card  
 Holders.
• No increase on waste disposal  
 charges for 2020/21
• Introduction of a $1M COVID-19  
 Community Relief Fund.
• Introduction of a COVID-19 Local  
 Business Development Program.
• Rent and lease relief, and utility  
 subsidies, for clubs and  
 community groups who use 
  Council facilities.
• 50 per cent discounts on footpath 

 trading permits and food and  
 health premises registration, 
 et cetera for 2020/21
• Additional support to older 
  residents.

Nillumbik Shire Council passed 
a motion, updating their Financial 
Hardship Policy to include the unique 
circumstances COVID-19 has put 
many in.

The expanded measures include 
deferral of rates and charges payments 
to council when ratepayers are 
unable to pay due to the impact of 
Coronavirus:

The policy states:
• Council will waive interest to 30 
  September 2020 where a person 
  is able to clearly demonstrate the  
 cause of them experiencing 
  financial hardship is a direct result 
  of the Covid-19 pandemic event.
• The applicant will be asked to enter 
  into an agreement to pay a nominal 
  payment at least monthly.
 This is not mandatory for the 
  period 31 March to 30 September 
  2020 but is encouraged.
• The requirement for documented 
  financial counselling will be 
  waived for all applications relating 
  to/made as a direct result of the 
  event up to 31 March 2021.

Updates to the 
Restricted Activities Directions

On April 25, Restricted Activity 
Directions (No. 5) came into effect, the 
updated direction largely compensates 
for the extension of Victorian State of 
Emergency, which was extended in 
mid-April until May 11.

However, although sports and 
recreation facilities such as tennis 
club, skate parks, golf clubs, yoga 
studios, gyms and swimming pools; 
and entertainment facilities such as 
community halls and theatres remain 
closed, there are ways to make use of 
some facilities.

Under the direction, outdoor tennis 
and basketball facilities are allowed 

limited use, as long as only one court is 
in use at a time and participants adhere 
to the physical distancing rules and 
bring their own equipment.

However, the use of these facilities is 
still determined by the owner/operator.

Tennis Victoria, issued a statement 
o n  Ap r i l  1 7 ,  re i t e r a t i n g  t h e i r 
recommendation that all tennis clubs 
and facilities in Victoria remain closed 
to help stop the spread of COVID-19, 
in accordance with DHSS Restricted 
Activity Directions (No. 3).

As we go to print, Tennis Victoria has 
not amended this statement, which 
means local tennis facilities are likely 
to remain closed for the time being.

In the same way Places of Worship 
were given an exemption to conduct 
services over Easter, via livestream, 
venues like theatres have now been 
given a similar exemption under 
Direction No. 5.

This new direction could mean a fresh 
financial lifeline for the Warrandyte 
Mechanics Hall and the groups that 
use it as there is now the possibility 
of putting on a virtual performances.

Keeping the rate down
With a the possibility of restrictions 

being eased, good practices to reduce 
the risk and rate of infection are still 
vitally important.

Stage 3 restrictions mean stay at 
home whenever possible, we should 
only leave our homes for work, local 
exercise, essential shopping (food, etc), 
medical reasons, caring for other,  or if 
it is unsafe to stay in your home.

The Federal Government has also 
released a new app COVIDSafe.

This app is vital to help reduce the risk 
of community transmission, the app 
is available for both Android and iOS.

COVID-19 testing blitz puts end in sight

For the latest information 
regarding Coronavirus 
download the Austrailan 
Government Coronavirus 
app from the App Store or 

Google Play, and also visit:
www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
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By SANDI MILLER
COMPARED WITH the compulsory 
voting system used in State and Federal 
Elections, there are different rules 
around who can and can’t vote in 
Municipal (Council) Elections.

According to the Victorian Electoral 
Commission (VEC) there actually are 
two lists that make up the voter roll in 
Local Council Elections.

The first is the one we all know and 
love, it is officially referred to as the 
Electoral Commissioner’s List.

Upon turning 18, all Australian 
Citizens must enrol to vote, and this 
forms the basis of our compulsory 
voting system for Federal and State 
Elections.

Some eligible British Citizens are also 
on this roll.

However, on top of this, there is 
another role, called the CEO’s List, 
which entitles ratepayers, even non-
citizen ones, an opportunity to vote for 

your local councillors.
To be on the CEO’s List, voters must 

also be at least 18 years of age.
They can be non-resident ratepayers, 

resident owners who are not on the 
State list, occupiers who pay rates, or 
nominees of corporations who pay 
rates.

The entitlements of the voters on 
the CEO’s list all derive from paying 
Council rates in one way or another.

So, this gives some voters the 
opportunity to vote in multiple cities 
or shires.

For instance, if you live in North 
Warrandyte (Nillumbik) and are 
the nominee of a business that has 
registered premises in Warrandyte 
(Manningham) and have a holiday 
house in Lorne (Surf Coast), you are 
able to vote up to three times this 
October.

You have to vote in Nillumbik, it is 
compulsory if you are an enrolled 

Australian citizen.
However, by entitlement of you and 

your business paying rates in the other 
two municipalities you can, if you wish, 
vote there too.

This, however, does not allow you 
to vote twice in a single municipality.

If you both live and own a business or 
property in Manningham, for instance, 
you can only vote once.

For property owners, this entitlement 
is automatic, but not compulsory.

As a non-citizen ratepayer,  a 
corporate nominee, or a renter who 
pays the Council rates, you must apply 
for your entitlement.

Any alternate owners in the non-
resident ratepayers category — and 
all people in the other three categories 
— must apply to the CEO by the 
entitlement date.

The date for applying for entitlement 
in this year’s Council elections is 
August 28.

By JAMES POYNER
HOPES OF A swift relocation to a new 
site for the businesses of the doomed 
Bulleen Industrial Precinct (BIP) have 
been dashed, following the report of a 
feasibility assessment into the proposed 
relocation of the precinct to a Council 
owned site at 2–14 Websters Road.

The site adjacent to the Manningham 
Garden Waste Recycling Centre would 
have been developed to not only 
rehome businesses in the Bulleen 
Industrial Precinct but would also 
compliment the existing “Employment 
Precinct” on Websters Road.

The study, conducted by Urbis on 
behalf of the North East Link Project 
(NELP), indicated it would be very 
difficult to develop the site by mid-2022.

In accordance w ith the Land 
Acquisition and Compensation Act 
1986, business in the BIP have 24 

months to vacate the precinct, so that 
works to construct the North East Link 
tunnels can begin.

Manningham Mayor, Councillor 
Paul McLeish said it was unfortunate 
the site could not be developed as 
an alternative for the displaced BIP 
businesses.

“Finding a suitable relocation site for 
the businesses in the Bulleen Industrial 
Precinct has been a major priority for 
Council.”

However, the study did indicate the 
4.5-hectare site was still financially 
and physically feasible for long term 
development as an employment 
precinct.

“We will however continue to work 
with NELP to explore Websters Road 
as a future industrial development 
precinct, to provide a broader solution 
to address the overall loss of industrial 
land in Manningham, as a result of the 

NEL project,” said Cr McLeish.
Although Websters Road is not the 

white knight BIP businesses were 
hoping for, those businesses will receive 
support from the NELP and State 
Government to help them relocate or 
find new work.

It is clear from Cr McLeish’s comments 
that development of the Websters Road 
site is still on Council’s agenda and 
will hopefully provide an option to 
businesses, in the long term, who have 
been displaced by the North East Link 
development.

Plans pending
As reported in The Guardian on April 

24, the councils of Banyule, Baroondara, 
Whitehorse and Manningham took the 
Minister for Planning Richard Wynn 
to the Supreme Court in an attempt 
to overturn his decision to allow the 
project to go ahead.

Councils argue the Environmental 
Effects Statetment is vastly inadequate 
and needs to be redone.

Justice Greg Garde has given the 
government a month to produce the 
evidence necessary to refute the claim.

The trial is set for September.
In addition to this, the article also 

states that “Government sources said 
Treasury officials were also questioning 
the widening of the Eastern Freeway 
and a $7 billion to $9 billion tunnel 
beneath environmentally sensitive 
parts of Bulleen and Rosanna”.

The COVID-19 pandemic is forcing the 
government to make tough decisions 
regarding its portfolio of infrastructure 
projects which include the North East 
Link, Suburban Rail Loop and Airport 
Rail Link, with some projects likely to 
face postponement or even cancellation 
as the Government tries to keep the 
economy moving.

NELP derail Websters Road Precinct plan

Who can vote in 2020 elections?

2020, an important election year for the Green Wedge

By DON MACRAE, Wedge Tales
Note: This article first appeared on 
the Wedge Tales blog on March 21.
Wedge Tales is  spons ored by 
t h e  Wa r r a n d y t e  C o m m u n i t y 
Association, Friends of Nillumbik 
and Green Wedge Protection Group.
This submission has been edited for 
publication.

2016 SAW THE emerg ence of 
lobby group Nillumbik Pro Active 
Landowners (PALs), whose stated 
position was and continues to be that 
the owners of Green Wedge properties 
should be allowed to look after their 
land as they see fit.

They ran a campaign which focused 
on two amendments proposed by 
the former Council which aimed to 
enhance Green Wedge protections.

[PALs endorsed candidates were 

elected to Council], PALs founder 
Karen Egan was elected in Bunjil 
Ward and Jane Ashton in North 
Warrandyte’s Sugarloaf Ward, along 
with Peter Clarke and Bruce Rankin.

In 2017, Council decided to approve 
a development application which had 
been judged inappropriate by council 
officers.

[The development at 2 Pigeon Bank 
Road] proposed a football oval-
sized clearing on a ridgeline and 
the removal of over 700 trees from a 
property zoned Rural Conservation 
North Warrandyte.

A community campaign, which 
involved not only VCAT but the 
Supreme Court, [eventually saw] 
the application withdrawn by the 
developer.

Challenging the community
All green wedge councils are obliged 

to create a Green Wedge Management 
Plan.

Nillumbik’s first GWMP was created 

in 2010 and was designed to serve, 
with review, until 2025.

Council decided that it should 
be replaced early and launched an 
extensive program to find out what 
the community thought about the 
Green Wedge.

This entire project is estimated to 
have cost in the vicinity of $500,000 
and culminated in a Community 
Panel of 40 randomly selected 
residents whose recommendations 
were supposed to inform the new 
plan.

The community demonstrated 
that it values the Green Wedge and 
overwhelmingly supported its care 
and preservation.

So, it was somewhat astonishing 
when the council rejected key 
recommendations, watered down 
others and produced a draft at odds 
with the recommendations of their 
own panel.

Following a torrent of negative 
community comments, including 

a submission from a majority of 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p a n e l ,  m i n o r 
modifications were made, but the 
general drift away from environmental 
protection remained.

In 2018, Council proposed to sell 17 
community reserves in Eltham to prop 
up its budget.

It turned out that these reserves were 
a valued community asset, as an outcry 
finally managed to curtail the program.

Upwards of 3,000 people turned up 
at a rally in March, 2019 to protest the 
scheme.

Points made by speakers at the rally 
included the heartfelt and personal, 
such as the young woman who related 
the importance to her family of the 
reserve next door to the house in which 
she grew up.

As local historian Andrew Lemon 
remarked, “the contest is between 
short term fiscal expediency and 
adhering to the intelligent public town 
planning policies that helped shape 
Eltham”.

Council officers
C o u n c i l ’ s  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d 

effectiveness depends upon the 
knowledge accumulated over time 
by its officers.

This Council has presided over a 
staff “clean out” from CEO down, and 
including all senior planning staff.

This sort of organisation change is 
costly in terms of payouts and hiring 
charges, but the really significant 
issue is the loss of expertise, which 
will take years to repair.

[This writer believes] the majority 
of the current Nillumbik councillors 
have clearly demonstrated their 
lack of respect for the Planning 
Scheme and for their responsibility 
to the Green Wedge Shire, despite 
the results of their own community 
consultation project confirming the 
overwhelming view of the community 
is for more, not less, protection for the 
Green Wedge.

There’s a lot at stake this year0.

By SUSAN FOREMAN
NILLUMBIK REC YCLING and 
Recovery Centre reopened its gates 
on May 1.

The facility was closed on March 27 
to ensure compliance with COVID-19 
social distancing and hygiene 
requirements.

Mayor Karen Egan said reopening 
was good news for residents, many of 
whom have accumulated extra waste 
while staying home during the crisis.

“We appreciate that with everyone 
staying at home, particularly large 
families, more waste has been 
created, which has been difficult to 
dispose of.

“Residents are also making use of 
this time to clean up around their 
properties.”

Given that a trip to the tip is not one 
of the accepted reasons for leaving 
home, the Diary asked Council how 
residents would be able to attend the 
facility under Stage 3 restrictions.

Cr Egan said all councils received 
advice from Local Government 
Victoria that waste services and 
recycling and transfer stations have 
not been specifically required to 
close as part of the current Stage 
3 restrictions and are important 
facilities to allow the community to 
safely dispose of waste.

“If commercial premises have not 
been directed to close by the Chief 
Health Officer (CHO), members of 
the community are allowed to visit to 
obtain goods and services provided 
they adhere to social distancing 
requirements.

“We have reviewed the operation of 
the Recycling and Recovery Centre 
and measures have been put in place 

to support social distancing and 
hygiene for both staff and customers.

“This is consistent with the position 
most councils are taking.”

“Access to the unloading area at the 
transfer station will be controlled to 
limit the number of people in the 
space at any one time,” Cr Egan said.

“This may cause delays and we 
would ask for patience amid these 
unprecedented circumstances.

“Payments will be by card only 
and we will be installing additional 
accommodation and barriers for 
staff to ensure social distancing 
requirements are met.”

Council’s essential kerbside waste 
collection service has continued to 
operate as normal, including hard 
waste collection.

Council provides residents with 
three green waste vouchers each 
financial year that can be used at the 
Recycling and Recovery Centre.

Renters should contact their 
landlord or real estate agent if they 
do not have the vouchers that come 
with the annual rates notice.

The Recycling and Recovery Centre 
is at 290 Yan Yean Rd, Plenty.
Opening hours are Friday to 
M o n d a y ,  8 a m – 4 p m ,  c l o s e d 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
public holidays and during extreme 
weather events, including high 
wind.

Nillumbik Recycling 
Centre reopens

opinion

For more information 
about Nillumbik Shire 
Council waste services: 
phone: 9433 3111 
web: nillumbik.vic.gov.au/

wasteandrecycling

By SANDI MILLER
M A N N I N G H A M  C O U N C I L  w a s 
advised in December 2019 that the 
Local Government Minister had 
approved a change in Manningham’s 
allowance category from Category 2 to 
Category 3. 

Therefore, Council commenced a 
review of allowances. 

Under the Local Government Act, 
Mayors and Councillors are entitled to 
receive an allowance while performing 
their duties as an elected official. 

The Victorian Government sets the 
upper and lower limits for all allowances 
paid to the Mayor and Councillors. 

I n  r e v i e w i n g  a l l o w a n c e s , 
consideration is given to the scale and 
increasing complexity in the roles of 

both Mayor and Councillor and the 
increase in workloads in line with the 
city’s growth. 

The annual allowance range for a 
Category 3 Council is:

• Mayor: up to $100,434 
• Councillor: $13,123 – $31,444

The increase in allowance per annum 
between category 2 and category 3 is: 

• Mayor: $19,230 (plus super
• Councillor: $5,199 (plus super)

Prior to the meeting there was 
significant community objection 
to the Councillors effectively giving 
themselves a pay rise during the 
COVID-19 crisis.

One public submission to the review 
summed up community sentiment 

stating: “in the current economic 
climate it is unreasonable and quite 
foolish to think that this type of pay 
review would meet any ‘pub test’”.

As a result of the physical distancing 
measures that are currently in place, an 
online submissions hearing was held 
on April 14. 

One submitter spoke against the 
proposition and one spoke for the 
proposition. 

In light of the COVID-19 crisis, Council 
unanimously resolved to defer further 
consideration until the December 2020 
Council meeting, which is after the 
scheduled local government elections.

The council will maintain the current 
level of allowances until that time.

Council defers pay-rise to December
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By DAVID HOGG
TRAVELLERS between Wonga Park 
and Warrandyte now have an extra 
10km added to their journey times as 
the first stage of construction of the 
road upgrade has now commenced.

Work started on April 21 with a 350 
metre stretch of road between Potters 
Cottage and Nelson Drive closed 
to through traffic, and diversions 
will remain in place until complete, 
which is currently scheduled for end 
of August.

The diversion route is lengthy, 
and involves a 10km detour along 
Ringwood-Warrandyte, Croydon, 
Wonga, Brysons and Yarra Roads.

There will be access through the 
works for emergency vehicles at all 
times, and access for residents within 
the work zone will be allowed for most 
of the time.

This is a continuation of Stage 
1A of this massive project which 
will eventually rebuild the entire 

length of Jumping Creek Road from 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road through 
to Homestead Road.

Stage 1A commenced over a year 
ago with some minor works including 
the relocation of electricity, gas and 
water lines.

These works will involve removing 
the existing road pavement in order 
to significantly lower part of the road 
to improve sightlines for road users, 
new drainage infrastructure including 
pits, pipes, kerb and channel, retaining 
walls, safety barriers, a pedestrian path 
and landscaping.

But those living along the diversion 
route have expressed their concern on 
Facebook about the extra traffic and 
the speed with which it travels.

Leanne Torpey, who lives on a bend 
in Brysons Rd close to a blind corner 
posted a video showing the new traffic 
problems and received over a hundred 
comments and replies.

Most of these were supportive but, 

as is typical with Facebook, a few 
were abusive with one respondent 
suggesting “You’ve clearly bought on 
a blind corner, therefore it’s your issue” 
missing the fact that some of these 
people have been there for 25 or more 
years and the traffic was not an issue 
when they bought.

Kerrie Reid posted “Sadly the last 48 
hours has seen a HUGE increase in 
the amount of traffic on Brysons Road 
upon the closure of Jumping Creek Rd.

“It’s like the Monaco GP has been 
relocated to Brysons Rd — not just for 
the day, but for months!”

Fiona Jane agreed, “Totally ridiculous 
that all the traffic is being diverted 
down Brysons which is narrow and 
winding with broken edges.

“Traffic should be going down Yarra 
Rd — wider, straighter and can carry 
the traffic load.”

A number of people have commented 
on the fact that Brysons Rd has a 
number of horse properties and there 

have been a few near misses with fast 
cars trying to overtake slow horse floats.

Leanne Torpey spoke to the Diary 
and told us that residents had received 
advice about the diversions from 
Manningham Council only a couple of 
weeks in advance, which was too late 
for residents to make submissions to 
the next council meeting.

“Cyclists are now riding along the 
footpath because the road is too 
dangerous” she told us.

She has been trying to get the speed 
limit on Brysons Rd changed from 60 
km/h to 50 km/h for the duration of 
the diversions.

However the Department of Transport 
has told her that they can’t change the 
speed limit as that requires the approval 
of Manningham Council.

Manningham Council has told us 
that it “has not proposed any changes 
to speed limits along the detour 
routes and any proposed speed limit 
changes would require Department 

of Transport approval.”
The original Jumping Creek Road 

D e v e l o p m e n t  F ra m e w o r k  w a s 
endorsed by Manningham Council 
in 2016 and arose because between 
January 2009 and December 2013, 
a total of 17 crashes resulting in 
casualties were reported at Jumping 
Creek Road, including one fatal crash.

Rachelle Quattrocchi, Director City 
Services at Manningham Council, 
told the Diary, “The Jumping Creek 
Road project aims to improve safety 
for all road users and upgrade the 
infrastructure of the road in a way that 
that supports the local area.

“The works underway between 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road and 
Nelson Drive form part of stage 1 of 
the project and are the first step of the 
upgrade of this important local road in 
Manningham.

“The design for future stages is 
currently in development with further 
consultation planned in early 2021.” 

Jumping Creek Road works commence

NBN now available for whole of Warrandyte
By DAVID HOGG
THE LAST major rollout of the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) to the 
Warrandyte area took place during 
April.

This brings the new Fibre-to-the-curb 
(FTTC) technology to the remaining 
a re a s  o f  Wa r ra n d y t e  b e t w e e n 
Whipstick Gully and the Bridge, up 
Mitchell Avenue, and for most areas 
of North Warrandyte.

The higher areas of North Warrandyte,  
particularly the far ends of Research 
Rd and Kangaroo Ground Rd will not 
be getting the FTTC technology but 
can already connect via Wireless or 
Satellite (Sky Muster) technology.

Over the last month NBN has been 
fully delivered to 97 per cent of the 
remaining premises in Warrandyte and 
North Warrandyte which were due to 
receive FTTC technology; these people 
will have “You’re Ready to Connect” on 
the NBN check address website.

A further 2 per cent of these premises 
require further work by NBN on the 

lead-in copper which will happen over 
the next few weeks; these people will 
have “Planned to be available from…” 
on the check address website.

The remaining 1 per cent fall into the 
too-hard basket and will not receive 
FTTC  but can connect to the NBN now 
via Sky Muster satellite technology.

Even though the NBN is now available 
throughout the Warrandyte area, you 
don’t have to do anything immediately.

You have up to a year to make up your 
mind which supplier to go with; late in 
2021, legacy ADSL and phone services 
will start to be disconnected.

And even though your premises is 
now NBN-ready you may well still 
have hurdles to jump before you can 
get online.

The next step is to place an order 
with one of the many retail service 
providers.

And some of these, particularly 
Telstra, are not servicing new NBN 
connection requests or have extensive 
delays during the current Coronavirus 

crisis.
In response to our enquiries, a 

Telstra spokesperson told the Diary 
“Due to the impact of COVID-19 
restrictions on our teams and partners 
in Australia and around the world, we 
are prioritising our customer service 
activities toward maintaining critical 
services and help to keep vulnerable 
customers connected. 

“In addition, we know that some of 
our customers do not want a technician 
in their home at this time. 

“ F o r  t h o s e  r e a s o n s ,  w e  a r e 
recommending our Telstra customers 
hold off from moving their service to 
the NBN network at this point in time, 
in order to minimise disruption and 
reduce the need to contact Telstra call 
centres. 

“For those who still choose to 
migrate, we will allow this to happen 
bearing in mind they may be affected 
by delays; customers will be advised of 
this when placing an order.” 

Social media is active with posts 

complaining that there are long delays 
with Telstra and with Optus.

However Australia Online and Aussie 
Broadband are getting accolades for 
speedy and efficient service in the 
present climate.

Those in a hurry may consider 
switching to one of these providers, 
b o t h  o f  w h o m  a re  Au s t r a l i a n 
companies with Australian support 
centres.

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  N B N 
in our area has been plagued by 
delay after delay, from the original 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s  i n  2 0 1 5  t h a t 
construction would start in 2017 and 
be deployed in 2018.

Warrandyte is one of the last cabs 
off the rank, as the NBN rollout will be 
complete nationally by the end of June, 
at which time 11.5 million premises 
will be ready to connect or connected, 
covering 94 per cent of all Australian 
homes and businesses.

But the completion by the long-
forecast date of end June is not all 

it would appear to be; it has been 
achieved by moving many premises 
which were due to get a direct 
connection across to satellite or 
wireless technology instead.

Fortunately that only applies to very 
few of us in Warrandyte.

By DAVID HOGG
AS MENTIONED in our February 
edition, Ben Ramcharan, Australian 
Greens candidate for Warrandyte, 
together with local residents Renee 
Peta and Simone Mariani had written 
to VicRoads, State MPs and MLCs, and 
local councillors and mayors calling 
for improved road safety for local 
residents, road users and pedestrians 
following a number of serious accidents 
on the road.

In mid-April, Mr Ramcharan posted 
on Facebook that they had just heard 
that the Department of Transport 
(DoT) will continue to work with both 
Nillumbik Council and Victoria Police 
to determine the need to implement 

road safety improvements in the area.
“This is a great win for our community 

but it’s important to keep the pressure 
up.

“ W h a t  w e ’v e  h a d  n o w  i s  a n 
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  f r o m  t h e 
department that they’ve heard us.

“Let’s keep pushing; our community 
deserves to be safe and I know this 
is something that can be achieved,” 
he said.

The post has resulted in over 30 varied 
and differing comments.

Matthew Magilton was sceptical.
“I think the DoT borrowed from 

one of Utopia’s scripts; promising 
substantially nothing but using warm 
and glowing terms.”

Cathie Joy  wanted to see the speed 
limit on Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 
Road lowered, whereas Robyn Galley 
suggested that returning the speed limit 
to 80 km/h on Research-Warrandyte 
Road would be a start.

Another correspondent wanted to 
know how they proposed to make 
improvements, and was concerned 
that the move might result in ugly 
railing being put up everywhere.

Jillian Garvey was keen to ensure that 
any changes to Research-Warrandyte 
Road do not result in trucks using 
Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte Road 
instead.

Sharron Weight believes that the 
North East Link is the only way to stop 

the trucks driving through Warrandyte, 
and we should mention that there has 
been speculation in the press over 
the past few weeks that in view of the 
Coronavirus costs, the North East Link 
project may be in doubt.

Ryan Smith, State Member for 
Warrandyte, wrote to Benita Quine 
whose family were victims of the oil 
tanker rollover in January, advising “It 
seems some measures will be taken 
to slow vehicles down on that road 
which is a good outcome, given yours 
is not the only accident I am aware of 
on that stretch.

“I have raised the matter of these local 
truck movements and the inexperience 
of some heavy vehicle drivers with the 

Victorian Transport Association.
“They are currently in discussion 

with the government about increased 
training requirements for new drivers, 
and I hope this will, in time, lead to our 
roads being that much safer.”

So the views expressed are all very 
varied.

One thing is certain in that whilst 
almost everyone agrees that something 
needs to be done, there is absolutely no 
detail as to what should be done and 
locals will have some very firm views 
once the details are released.

Hopefully the DoT, Nillumbik 
Council and Victoria Police will get 
their heads together and come up with 
some specific proposals and advice.

Safety push for Research-Warrandyte Road
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By SANDI MILLER
A YEAR AFTER the bridgeworks were 
finally completed, construction is 
about to commence on Lions Park.

The new park will run from the 
Federation Playspace to the area 
below the bridge.

The masterplan for Lions Park 
in Warrandyte was approved by 
Manningham Council last September.

The plan was developed following 
the VicRoads Warrandyte bridge 
widening project and the removal of 
the former tennis courts.

A statement from Manningham 
Council says the plan has been 
informed by community feedback 
and proposes a series of upgrades 

for the area.
Artwork that currently sits on the 

tennis club fence will be installed at 
the Taffy Jones ruins.

The existing BBQ facility will be 
redeveloped, retaining the existing 
shelter and installing new hotplates, 
which will make the facility wheelchair 
accessible. 

There will also be a second BBQ 
installed near the base of the bridge.

Amphitheatre seating, footpaths, 
new stairs to connect to the river path 
and an animal rope bridge all form 
part of the design.

The works will also include a 
redesigned car park.

The Lions Club have pledged to fund 

an installation of fitness equipment 
which has been incorporated into 
the plans.

The Council statement continued: 
“Feedback from our community 
provided insights into a shared vision 
for the park, which includes a space 
to relax by the river, community 
gathering, paths and walking tracks.

Council has allocated a total of 
$450,000 to the upgrade of Lions Park.

Works will begin in June with 
the park due to be completed in 
November.

For more information visit:
yoursay.manningham.vic.gov.au/
lions-park

Lions Park development to commence in June
Artist’s impression courtesy Manningham Council

By DAVID HOGG
YES, THESE ARE strange times 
we are living in, and as an ageing 
communications consultant I reflect 
on the amazing technology we 
have at our fingertips today, which 
the younger generation all take for 
granted; yet for me it is a never-ending 
story of wonderment.

Looking back to the old days
I recall my early childhood just after 

the war, and suddenly this crisis has 
me starting to realise how difficult it 
must have been for my parents and 
grandparents when war was declared.

No mobile phone, no internet, and 
very few telephones, no television, no 
computers.

News via a crackly medium wave AM 
radio, but plenty of newspapers.

All but the upper classes only had 
use of a public telephone in the street 
— not that you could really call anyone 
except locally.

Everyone wrote letters and there 
was a good mail service between the 
lads fighting on the front and the folk 
back home.

Much-longed-for letters would arrive 
every few weeks, although some of the 
words may have been redacted by the 
censors.

Then the dreaded telegram would 
arrive… “Missing presumed dead” 
and the letters would no longer arrive; 
no funeral.

Ask yourself, how would we cope 
with home isolation in those days?

And the children, at home with you, 
no TV, no streaming videos, no mobile 
phone, just books and jigsaw puzzles.

So look at us today; personal 
mobile phones, internet, worldwide 
voice and video phone calls at little 
cost, streaming services providing 
entertainment at the touch of a button, 
around 38 channels of free-to-air 
television provided on reliable colour 
television sets with many providing 
high definition images and stereo or 
surround sound, and desktop and 
laptop personal computers, iPads, 
gaming.

What would our grandparents have 
thought then if they knew what we 

could do today?
We can do our banking and shopping 

online, receive and pay our bills online, 
order goods from home and have them 
delivered, touch a card, or a phone, or 
a watch, onto a terminal in a shop to 
pay for our goods, and get money out 
of a machine in the street, although 
the latter may already be becoming 
obsolete.

We laughed at Maxwell Smart with 
his shoe phone, thinking that would 
never really happen.

Technology today
So how have our systems coped 

with the huge shift in usage over the 
past month?

The answer, on the whole, is very 
well.

The internet has stayed up and is 
reliable, which is a big credit to Telstra, 
NBN Co and your Internet Service 
Provider.

Not so for many of the call centres 
at the other end of the line from your 
phone.

It is very difficult to get through 
on the phone to Centrelink; hardly 
surprising when in excess of 800,000 
people have lost their jobs suddenly.

What is more surprising, is that it is 
very difficult now to get through on 
the phone to banks, utility companies, 
and even more so to Internet Service 
Providers, including Telstra.

Calls to these companies, if one can 
get through at all, are now greeted by 
long and tedious messages stating 
that call wait times may be long or in 
the order of hours and urging callers 
to use the company’s website instead 
of the phone.

But surely the number of calls to 
utilities and ISPs cannot have risen so 
dramatically with the current social 
distancing and work-from-home 
regime?

No, the reason is that many of these 
companies have outsourced their 
call centre operations to India or the 
Philippines.

With more than 50 million people in 
the Philippines now under lockdown, 
some of the world’s largest offshore 
call centres with 1.3 million call centre 

workers, are forced to close indefinitely 
l e av i ng  Au s t ra l i a n  bu s i n e s s e s 
stranded.

And living conditions in these 
Asian countries do not readily lend 
themselves to have their operators 
work from home as they need room 
and internet and multiple phone lines.

Australia’s onshore call centres are 
also struggling to cope as capacity is cut 
by up to 50 per cent to accommodate 
staff safe-distancing guidelines.

In the past  weeks Australian 
companies have been scrambling to 
either replace now defunct Southeast 
Asian call centre operations or to 
back-up over-stretched Australian call 
centre teams.

It is quite ironic that some of the 
companies struggling most with 
lack of call centre capacity are the 
telecommunications companies who 
should have been best equipped to 
deal with such a situation, and clearly 
never had a Plan B.

NBN has supplied the Diary with 
interesting statistics on recent NBN 
use.

Christina Patsias, State Media 
Manager Victoria, NBNCo, tells us that 
peak data demand during business 
hours in Victoria has surged more 
than 75 per cent in the six weeks since 
broad social distancing measures were 
introduced.

Figures also show that compared to 
the pre-COVID-19 baseline, the peak 
download throughput on the main 
NBN wholesale service in Victoria 
more than doubled at times on Good 
Friday, as people stayed home over the 
Easter break. 

Victoria recorded 1,870 Gigabits-per-
second (Gbps) of peak downstream 
throughput at 11am on Friday, April 
17, a business day, compared to 1,030 
Gbps recorded at the same time on 
February 28.  

Education
It is clear that both teachers and 

students will  emerge from this 
pandemic with greatly enhanced 
computer skills.

With children having to be schooled 
from home, families have had to 

rapidly get to grips with new apps and 
technology.

Officeworks and Harvey Norman 
have had a run on computers and 
printers, and if you thought it was 
difficult to obtain toilet paper, try 
getting a replacement inkjet cartridge 
for your printer! 

Schools are using different programs, 
but all achieve the same end. 

Compass, which has long been used 
for communication between schools 
and parents is also being used to 
disseminate learning tasks. 

Loom is used to record and share 
videos and lectures,  Micros oft 
Teams and WebEx are used to bring 
classrooms together over the internet, 
with the teacher able to switch between 
the students seeing the whole class in 
windows, or just the teacher.

The ABC provides programs for 
schools on its ABC ME Channel 23 
throughout the day, and its Behind the 
News (BTN) website contains a huge 
store of educational programs.

The playground is being digitised too, 
with Houseparty being teenagers go-
to app to videoconference with their 
friends, much as the adults in the room 

are embracing Zoom for business and 
social uses.

Supermarkets
Food stores have rushed to embrace 

new technology and get their goods 
out to isolated families.

Plexiglass screens have been installed 
to protect checkout operators, click-
and-collect websites are now working 
well.

At Quinton’s IGA one can shop in 
person, order online and collect the 
goods for a $5 fee (click-and-collect), 
or order online and have the goods 
delivered for $10 to Warrandyte and 
$20 to surrounding suburbs; with no 
fees at all for orders over $200.

Woolworths and Coles also have 
pickup and delivery options.

Next Steps
It will be interesting to see how this 

pandemic might change the way we 
live when it is all over.

Whilst many may return to the big 
commute, others may find that less 
travel is a better, cheaper and more 
convenient planet-saving option.

Much good may come out of it.
Stay safe and well.

Technology in Coronavirus times
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Our communty has risen to the challenge of a life in lockdown and traded in the “usual” for a life in isolation. But that has not stopped us from doing the things 
we usually do. We still have a Warrandyte Market, we managed to celebrate Anzac Day, keep fit and healthy, learn, work and connect with our community. 
This spread recognises and celebrates what our community is doing to keep ourselves, our neighbours and our businesses strong during these restrictions.

By ROB EDWARDS
WARRANDYTE ROTARY
A version of this article first 
appeared in the Rotary Club 
newsletter.

THE WARRANDY TE RIVERSIDE 
Market has been an institution of the 
eastern suburbs for over 30 years.  

Some four years ago a new team 
(comprising office bearers from the 
local Rotary Club, as well as the church, 
community association and other 
community organisations) stepped 
forward to manage the market and 
bring it into the 21st century.

Organisers introduced a new online 
booking system, guidelines with 
regard to the best retail mix, better 
communication and relationship with 
the local Council (on whose land the 
market is held).

A website was created and an added 
emphasis on using social media 
(in particular Facebook) to drive 
attendance.

It didn’t take long for the market to 
sell out many months in advance — 
by 2019 we were receiving over 1,000 
applications from stall holders per 
year (for a market that could only fit 

180 stalls) and an estimated average 
attendance of 4,000 to 6,000 people 
(subject to weather) per market. 

Importantly, the market generated 
approximately $100,000 per year in 
donations and grants to the local 
community, as well as generating retail 
sales on average of $1,000 to $2,000 per 
stall holder per market (dependent on 
what was being sold).

Fast forward to the Virus Crisis.  
It was obvious from early March 

that the market would definitely not 
go ahead in April, May and possibly 
June and July.

No market?!
Cancelling the market would impact 

upon the market’s cash flow.  
Sponsorships, grants, donations that 

relied upon the site fees and had been 
committed in advance. 

How could we generate those funds?
And it was not just the negative 

impact on the local micro and macro 
economy nor the income of our stall 
holders.   

Our market is more than a retail 
event.  

It is about linking people (and their 
dogs), prompting conversations, social 

cohesion, maintaining relationships.
In a world where connection is 

threatened by isolation what could we 
do to replace it?

We announced that the market would 
be cancelled, offered all stall holders 
(booked for months in advance) a 
refund, but also asked that if a refund 
wasn’t necessary at this time we would 
happily credit their site fee for a future 
market.

As most of our stall holders attend 
every market, the majority were happy 
with this solution — and that helped to 
protect some of our funds.

We also acknowledged that many 
stall holders were going to lose 
the sales that their business was 
dependent on — so we invited all those 
who had booked for April to join us in a 
Virtual Market; a market that occurred 
exclusively on Facebook at the same 
time that our real world market would 
have run.  

All stall holders were invited to 
provide 100 words of text describing 
their project,  any special offer, 
information with regard to (safe) 
collection or delivery of purchased 
products, together with a single image. 

We uploaded each individual 
post to our market Facebook Page 
— scheduled to publish every five 
minutes from 8am to 1pm.  

Pre-scheduling meant that the 
market would run on ‘automation’ 
allowing us to focus on answering 
questions, direct messages, and 
commenting throughout the day (all 
as text on Facebook) to in turn increase 
engagement.

Facebook Analytics for the week 
(from the previous Sunday through to 
the day after the market) demonstrate 
the reach and engagement of the posts.  

Overall post reach was 21,799 (a 1340 
per cent increase on a usual week);  

Page views were 5,329 (a 10,148 
per cent increase on usual) and 
interestingly a very similar figure to the 
“real world” attendance for the market.

We also achieved an extra 411 likes 
and 440 followers — for a page that 
has around 5,000 followers prior to 
the event.

One of the unexpected benefits of the 
virtual market was the number of stall 
holders who not only commented on 
their own posts, but commented on 
each other, giving testimonials for the 

other products on offer and giving each 
other encouragement and support.

The virtual market was a success 
due to the other improvements that 
have been made of recent years;  in 
particular the soliciting of subscribers 
on the market’s website (which has 
achieved 1,500 plus subscriber data-
base who we email each month to 
promote market highlights); the 
growth of the following on Facebook 
so that we already had a decent size 
audience before going ‘live’ with the 
product sale posts.

We gave some thought to setting up 
an online shop and inviting all stall 
holders to advertise their products, 
however, an online shop would not 
deliver the connections, conversations 
and community that we achieved 
by running the virtual market on 
Facebook.

The feedback from purchasers and 
stall holders  has been positive and 
has generated more appreciation than 
any of our other improvements and we 
now look forward to the May market 
which will be presented again virtually.

And best of all?  
We could all sleep in. 

Warrandyte Riverside Market goes virtual

Marine business stays afloat by changing tack
By SANDI MILLER
J U ST  L I K E  I N  wa r t i m e,  w h e n 
m a n u f a c t u re r s  c h a n g e d  t h e i r 
production lines to produce goods 
for the war effort, now businesses 
have switched to making protective 
equipment for our frontline medical 
heroes.

Just as 1940s stocking manufacturers 
turned to making parachutes, in 2020 
wineries are making hand sanitiser 
and seamstresses are making hospital 
scrubs.

Warrandyte locals Scott and Brigitte 
Easton, have taken their business, 
Cover Craft, from manufacturing 
boat accessories to making medical 
supplies.

Cover Craft have been supplying 
boat covers to the marine industry 
for over 25 years both locally and to 
Europe, New Zealand and China.

The company started the year with 
a surge of insurance work from boats 
damaged in both the Malacoota fires 
and the local hailstorm.

However,  with the slowdown 
brought on by the Coronavirus, they 
have turned their business on its heels 
to tool up for a new product — face 
shields.

Brigitte says that they had a bit of a 
heads-up from colleagues overseas 

who had begun making surgical masks 
and face shields in anticipation of a 
world-wide shortage.

“At first we thought, oh they are going 
a bit over the top aren’t they?

“Just your regular marine fabricators 
making medical equipment, that 
seems really odd,” Brigitte said.

She said they suggested she and 
Scott should look into what raw 
materials they can access in Australia 
“because no one can get these things, 
they are not coming out of China 
anymore”.

Brigitte told the Diary that they were 
able to use their existing equipment, 
used for making boat covers into face 
shields, for use by frontline medical 
staff.

“The pivot from boat covers to 
medical devices doesn’t seem too 
far-fetched when you consider the 
materials and equipment involved 
are very similar for both products,” 
she said.

Brigitte said they obtained a face 
shield to use as an example and 
created a prototype from there.

“Our factory in Bayswater has a large 
cutting table, which is what we would 
normally cut our canvas on for the 
boat covers, and with a boom linked 
to a digital CAD machine.

“The boom moves across the table 

and cuts out whatever is in the file, so 
instead of one big long piece of canvas 
we are looking at hundreds of these 
face shields.

“It is kind of like a rigid plastic, but it 
is flexible, it forms around your face.”

She said they cut out pieces and 
then add a foam headband and elastic 
strap. 

“It is all materials we would use 
normally and can be easily sourced, 
and you can use them for other 
things, but it is a completely different 
product.”

Where they used to make five 
boat covers per day, they can make 
hundreds of shields a day, so there is 
a different dynamic. 

“Our average boat cover might be 
$1,000 but these face shields are $6, 
so the quantities are higher but the 
prices are lower.

She said she went to the Therapeutic 
Goods Association to get  TGA 
approval, which has assisted in 
getting their product sold to health 
professionals.

Brigitte says they have so far made 
thousands of the face shields.

“We have supplied Yarra Ranges 
Council for their immunisation and 
child health nurses, I have sold some 
to dental clinics and allied health 
professionals,” she said.

“We are now supplying health care 
providers Australia wide and are 
working on expanding our product 
range to include surgical gowns,” 
she said.

The medical devices are not as 
lucrative as their marine business, 
but she says that, combined with the 
Government stimulus, they are able to 
keep the business afloat.

She said she is grateful for the 
Government support, not just for the 
financial boost, but also as a morale 
booster.

“It makes everyone think, yes we 
are all in this together, we are trying 
to keep society still functioning with 
people attached to their workplaces 
— and there is not this massive sense 
of doom,” she said.

Pictured: Cover Craft boat cover and (inset) the PPE facemasks

Community in focus for local video producers
By SANDI MILLER
W H I L E  M A N Y  b u s i n e s s e s  a r e 
struggling and some have stopped 
all together, some businesses are 
embracing the opportunity that has 
emerged during the pandemic.

One such business is local media 
production company, 42K Media, 
which has stepped up for several local 
groups who needed a hand staying 
connected with the community.

The team from 42K Media worked 
with the Diary and the Warrandyte 
RSL to livestream the Anzac Day 
service from the local war memorial 
on April 25.

Warrandyte RSL President David 
Ryan said he knew he wanted to 
perform some kind of ceremony for 
Anzac Day, even if it was just amongst 
the RSL committee members, but 
says he was delighted when the Diary 
suggested using 42K Media to stream 
the service to Facebook.

The livestream was very popular 
with the Warrandyte Community, 
with almost 2,000 views of the live 

and archived feeds, which is similar 
numbers to those that physically 
attended the march and service in 
previous years. 

42K Media producer, James Poyner 
said there were technical challenges 
getting the stream out from the RSL.

“The NBN hasn’t come through there 
yet, so we had to find a way to get the 
big upload speeds that hi-definition 
livestreaming needs.

“Trying to get mobile routers proved 
difficult with most stores — and even 
the local ISP — being sold out, but we 
managed to get our hands on a 4G 
router, which worked like a dream.”

James says they have also been 
streaming a series of yoga classes with 
local Neighbourhood House instructor, 
Judi Hamilton.

“The Yoga at Home series has been 
streaming to Facebook several times 
per week, and those that have joined 
Judi in the classes have found it a great 
way to keep their practice up while 
Neighbourhood House is closed,” he 
said.

Judi says she is also going to be 
offering some guided meditation to her 
students as a podcast.

As discussed in last month’s Diary, 
May was also going to be the Nillumbik 
Artist Open Studios, however the 
restrictions have meant that the event 
couldn’t proceed as planned.

However, the studios have gone 
online to show the diverse range of 
artists that inhabit the Green Wedge 
Shire.

42K Media have also helped out 
there, producing a series of virtual tours 
of many of the studios, enabling would-
be visitors to meet the artists digitally.

The virtual tours are being rolled 
out during May and can be found at 
artistopenstudios.com.

42K Media will also be teaming up 
with the Diary in the future to help 
produce Business Insyte videos for local 
traders to showcase their businesses to 
the community.
Contact the Diary editors to discuss 
your video promotion.
editor@warrandytediary.com.au James Poyner filming Tim Read for Nillumbik Artists’ Open Studios virtual tour
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By TRACEY MAILE
FROM A TEACHER’S perspective, 
I think we were all doing ok, until 
school went online at 9am on the first 
Wednesday morning of Term 2.

Then every teacher, parent and 
student went into some degree of 
simultaneous meltdown.  

And there are two teachers in my 
household (at different schools) so we 
had double the meltdown going on in 
our different home offices.

At intervals during the day we would 
bump into each other in the kitchen 
and compare notes on how out of 
control we felt.

Along with video conferencing and 
school communication platforms that 
started crashing at about 10am.

But Thursday was better than 
Wednesday.  

Friday was better again.  
We all know a lot more now than we 

knew even a week earlier.  
We’re trying to come to grips with 

different technology and software 
we’ve never had to use before, video 
conferencing platforms and the 
concept of delivering education online 

to our students. 
Trying to ease parents and students 

into using it all without overwhelming 
them.

Tr ying to keep ever ything as 
straightforward as possible to get 
started and then gradually build up 
the content.

We are getting bombarded with 
emails from each other, from parents 
and students and from the Department 
of Education.

So many issues to deal with in 
terms of student privacy for different 
platforms, what is ‘safe’ to get the 
students using and what we need to 
steer clear of.

So many parents and students are 
having problems sorting through the 
technology and what they need to do 
to get going with this online learning.  

And I can tell you that we teachers 
are missing ‘our kids’ so much.  

Even the naughty ones!  
I wonder whether there will be any 

lasting changes to the way in which we 
teach after this is all over and we get to 
go back to school. 

I think perhaps we may keep some 

aspects of the online teaching and 
use them in our face to face classes, 
because we have developed some 
awesome new technology skills.

Many of us are coming to terms with 
things like creating and uploading 
videos for the first time, for example, 
and we are all picking up great ideas 
from other teachers and other schools.

There is a massive amount of sharing 
going on between teachers at the 
moment.

But one thing that I think may come 
out of all of this is an appreciation 
for what teachers actually do in the 
classroom, and the value of face to 
face teaching.

Nothing replaces being right there 
with a student who is struggling to 
come to grips with a task or a concept, 
and being able to explain it to them in a 
different way, sitting right next to them. 

This experience may well put paid to 
any suggestion that one day schooling 
will go 100 per cent online and 
replace physical schools and actual 
classrooms.  

But at the end of the day, kids going 
through all of this right now will be ok. 

They are not going to have their 
education severely compromised 
and their education isn’t being 
jeopardized.

A lot of that is just scare mongering 
— by some journalists or certain 
politicians with a whole other agenda. 

It may set kids back a bit (particularly 
the younger ones), but they will catch 
up over the next year or so, once 
schools go back.

Many parents (especially Warrandyte 
parents) routinely take their kids out 
of school to go travelling for a term 
or longer.

Their kids come back to school a bit 
behind their peers, but they catch up 
quickly enough, and this time every 
child is in exactly the same boat.

The students who I really feel sorry 
for are the Year 12 class of 2020. 

Something that is already the most 
stressful year of their education, just 
got a whole lot more complicated.  

I can guarantee with 100 per cent 
certainty (from watching what’s going 
on in my house), that their teachers 
are doing the absolute best they can 
to keep teaching and supporting their 

Year 12s through this.
There will be exams in one form 

or another which will give them a 
University Entrance score of some sort 
for next year.  

And if they don’t happen to get 
into their preferred University and/
or course, there are always ways to 
transfer into it a year or two later.  

They will all be ok in the end too.

A steep learning curve for many of us

THE THOUGHTS and words that 
appear here are not all mine and are 
not original.

No plagiarism as such, but perhaps 
the recording of the thoughts of many.

They are the thoughts of many parents 
and grandparents, carers, aunties and 
uncles in any direction you might turn 
right now.

I want to take my hat off to the kids 
– these little munchkins have been 
champions in this time of lockdown. 

Not just mine, and as a 10-year-old 
boy he really has been a champion, 
but also the kids of all my friends and 
friends of friends.

These champions have stayed indoors 
without really understanding why, for 
hundreds of hours more than they 
normally would.

They have missed out on basketball 
finals and running races, playground 
visits and kinder days.

A three-year-old in my bubble 
continues to build his Duplo and play 
happily at home (mostly) with just a 
few simple sentences that are meant 
to explain to him why he can’t go to 
kinder, the park, or play with his buddy 
a few streets away.

They have rules they have never 
know n b efore,  and w ords  l ike 
“sanitiser” have become part of their 
vocabulary. 

All the while, the little world they 
were all building outside their homes 

was being shut down and the projects 
and school yard fun were put on hold.

School went online as the Easter eggs 
were polished off.

Desks were set up, dining tables 
cleared, while adults watched and 
read more news than ever and worried 
about their elderly parents and others 
far away, or near but now behind closed 
doors.

They now walk in on conversations of 
death counts and see images on TV we 
would have once shielded them from 
with all our might.

Breaking news reports of COVID 
death interrupt their TV shows.

Their clever creative minds and 
beautiful hearts must be confused, and 
yet they keep on going.

Not every day is met with joy, and 
the challenges around home schooling 
are not all about how the parents are 
dealing with it.

Our kids are missing playground 
politics as well as playground games.

Instead they now try to wrestle with 
us about what the definition of school 
really is — Mr 10 says it is “not real 
school and you can’t make me do it”.

Hmmm, got an answer to that 
anyone?

Enter the teachers… the next group 
of champions in my book.

They spent their school holidays 
with eyes wide open and fingers on 
keyboards preparing for the unreal 
return of school in Term Two.

I must admit, I have had my grumbles, 
but really, I can’t fault their work and 
dedication.

In unchartered waters teachers 
charged ahead, planned new activities 

that could be done in homes that 
possibly have none of the items 
normally available at  the kid’s 
fingertips.

Champion effort — I reckon.
Last thing I ever imagined was 

primary school online — yes there is 
already home schooling curriculums 
and school of the air but the local 
primary school, with its bean bags 
in the library, kitchen gardens and 
amazing art rooms was not ever set up 
to suddenly go online.

I’m a student myself, currently at 
a local university, and switching to 
online was as simple as the flick of a 
switch.

Correspondence courses have been 
around for decades, and my university 
has been offering online learning for 
more than 15 years.

Platforms for collaboration and 
access to huge libraries has been at our 
fingertips, to the point that it is often 
taken for granted.

After walking out of a Monday 
morning on-campus tutorial, our 
course was moved online within 18 
hours. 

As a student — I can do this. 
As a parent — we will get through this.
Juggling everything is impossible, we 

will drop a ball or two.
But know, in the end, our kids will be 

fine … in the end.
If we spread ourselves too thin, we 

will break.
So let things slide sometimes.
We are all doing our best, and some 

days “your best” might be just that you 
brushed your hair.

And that’s OK.

It will all be alright in the end

By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye

By DON HUGHES
WARRANDYTE SCOUTS are now 
conducting their weekly meetings 
remotely. 

They have even taught their canine 
mascot “Zeus” how to use Zoom! 

Zeus has a medical condition 
affecting the tips of his ears: he 
has been referred to a Veterinary 
Dermatologist who is based in Sydney. 

Because of travel restrictions, 
the specialist cannot visit Zeus in 
Melbourne, hence, teaching him how 
to use Zoom.

Andrew Yen, the Warrandyte Leader 
says “that online meetings have been 
really positive and fun. 

“The scouts are great with the 
technology — we can even have the 
traditional flag break ceremony and 
also play games, and introducing guest 
speakers from the broader community 
is also much easier.” 

Andrew added “this is a new era for 
Scouting in Victoria, and is available 
for scouts of all ages: Joeys, Cubs, 
Scouts and Venturers. 

“The Scouting at Home program has 
been carefully introduced ensuring 
security and chid-safe practices are 

firmly in place. 
“Scouts Victoria have rigid protocols 

and guidelines in place”.
Scouting is also assisting families 

financially; with a suspension of fees 
until next year.

Scouts teach an 
old dog new tricks

By JOCK MACNEISH
I NEVER THOUGHT I would miss 
my family.

They jabber on endlessly with the 
same old stories, year in year out.

“Remember the time when old 
Auntie Jess set fire to the kitchen…”

My eyes would glaze over and I 
could feel my brain cells dying, one 
by one.

Then came the virus… and the 
lockdown.

At first, it was a delight to be 
excused from family visits.

Peace and quiet, and a chance to 
reflect in solitude.

That lasted about ten days, till I 
got lonely.

Then I discovered FaceTime, 
WhatsApp, Skype and Zoom.

Now I rejoice to see the same old 
faces, and hear the same old stories.

I get to tell someone about all 
the fascinating things that fill my 
lockdown days.

Like yesterday, when I ironed a 
hole in my nylon shirt.

Hooray for family.
I never thought I would miss them.

Lockdown Relationships

By MAREE ZIMNY
THE DEAN FAMILY were not going 
to give up their Anzac weekend ritual 
of camping, so this year, they went 
camping in their front yard. 

Up for the dawn service, they paid 
their tribute by the mesmerising glow 
of the campfire, the radio on while a 
neighbour played the Last Post on 
her trumpet.

Mat, Georgia, Evie (16) and Harvey 
(13) have always been a close family, 
but this period has allowed a greater 
depth of love and connection between 
them and others in the community.

Georgia bought the a special bottle 
of wine for the weekend! 

Mat made a great fire, and the kids 
sat around the campfire happily 
under the gumtrees, with the starry 
sky above. 

Research is a slice of heaven.
Old projects finished; new ones 

began.
Kids are doing more art projects and 

baking at home and are also highly 
creative and entrepreneurial.

The boys finished off “The Shark 
Shack” where Harvey has a vast 
collection of fish in multiple tanks — 
he even has a YouTube channel.

Kids hair has changed during this 
period, Harvey coloured his green 
while Evie has taken to tying socks in 
her hair to create curls.

Mat runs MGD Landscaping so 
there has been no change in routine 
for him; Georgia, as a draftsperson, 
is loving working from home during 
the lockdown.

Evie and Har vey love home-
schooling, apart from missing friends. 

No hair to do, sleeping in, living in 
their PJ’s and achieving more due to 
fewer distractions.

What they do miss most though is 
hugs with family and friends, and that 
their trip to Hawaii was cancelled.

What they will do after this is over? 
Make time for connecting with 

family, friends and keep helping our 
community members.

The eternal flame: camping at home
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By JAIME NOYE 
IT IS NO SURPRISE with all the 
uncertainty going on, this year’s 
Fireball event will be postponed.

The Fireball committee is mindful 
t hat  s o  ma ny  bu s i n e ss e s  a re 
struggling and respectfully recognises 
that it is not the right time to seek 
sponsorships and donations.

Chair of the Fireball Committee, 
Michel le  Lamber t  said  “With 
everything so uncertain, it’s not 
possible that they will be back on 
their feet and ready to support 
anything other than rebuilding their 
businesses by October”. 

“Hopefully, by this time next year 
things will be improving, and people 
will be getting ready to celebrate and 
move forward” she said.

But there is good news.  
Fireball is delighted to share 

that their  extremely generous 
major sponsor; Bramleigh Estate, 
Warrandyte’s newest wedding venue, 
will continue to support a reschedule 
of this wonderful community event.  

This means  Fireball is still able to 
maximise the profits being donated to 
the Greater Warrandyte CFA’s. 

“Mary-Anne from Bramleigh, is the 
gift that keeps on giving” Michelle 
said.  

“Considering the current climate, 
to still host Fireball free of charge, 
is an incredible demonstration 
of Bramleigh giving back to the 
Warrandyte community”.

Fireball made a commitment to the 
volunteers of the Wonga Park Fire 
Brigade to facilitate the purchase of 
a new light tanker.  

Together with Bramleigh, the 
committee intend to follow through 
on their promise in 2021.  

The event has been rebooked for 
Friday, October 22, 2021.  

Fireball will continue to keep the 
community informed on event 
updates, all opportunities and 
ticket sales as we move through the 
aftermath of COVID-19.

Captain of Wonga Park CFA, Aaron 
Farr said: “We are ever so grateful for 
Fireball and Bramleigh’s continued 
support to honour the original 
offer, in light of the delay caused by 
COVID-19 and the tough financial 
environment”. 

The Fireball Committee looks 
f o r w a r d  t o  r e s u m i n g  e v e n t 
preparations in 2021, to support the 
volunteers of CFA. 

To  k e e p  u p d a t e d  o n  e v e n t 
announcements, the community 
can register their information at 
www.fireball.org.au.

Fireball delayed
By JAIME NOYE
IN THESE CRAZY and weird times that 
is COVID-19, many organisations and 
businesses are finding ways to adapt 
and remain relevant.

Warrandyte CFA is no different.
Despite all events, face-to-face 

meetings and weekly training being 
cancelled, the volunteers down at the 
station are finding new ways to adapt 
to isolation.

With the “stay at home” campaign in 
full force, the brigade is experiencing a 
downturn in call outs.

Community Safety Officer, Rebecca-
Leigh Dawson said: “The community 
is being careful and doing the right 
thing”.

But rest assured, the volunteers down 
at the station are still here for you.  

They are still working hard behind 
the scenes to ensure they are ready for 
any emergencies.

Captain of Warrandyte CFA, Adrian 
Mullens, highlighted the need for 
the volunteers to stay connected and 
continue to upskill.

He said, “The brigade management 
team continue to hold meetings online 
via Zoom, ensuring all operational 
needs of the station are being met.” 

“We’re also maintaining a focus of 
member wellbeing and have assigned 
a select group of officers to remain in 
touch with all our volunteers,” he said.

The volunteers continue to train in 
whatever capacity they can.  

There are multiple opportunities, 
from online training programmes 
available from CFA corporate, to 
joining in with CFA Group area led 
lessons.

But it doesn’t stop there.
The officers of Warrandyte CFA have 

taken it upon themselves to prepare 
localised training, designed for the 
unique characteristics of Warrandyte.  

The interactive online tailored 
workshops include local infrastructure 
with specific maps, details of existing 
sprinkler and booster systems of sites 

around town such as the schools.
Warrandyte’s 1st Lieutenant, Will 

Hodgson said: “Our volunteers 
aren’t necessarily skilled in training 
preparation, so to undertake this 
task in preparing lessons for their 
fellow members in their own time is 
extraordinary”.

The training is attended by the 
Captain, Lieutenants, Officers and 
firefighters — offering plenty of 
opportunities for the members to 
effectively learn as a team.

“The adapted training is thorough 
with detailed framework, quality 
images, and thought-provoking 
questions,” Will said.

But it’s not just training and meetings, 
the team at Warrandyte CFA remain 
committed to providing educational 
resources as well as supporting some 
much-loved annual events.

The unprecedented challenge of the 
CFA being unable to shake their tins for 
the Good Friday Appeal, was quickly 
transformed to an online fundraising 
portal by the Royal Children’s Hospital.  

A Virtual Tin Shake became the 
platform and the team down at the 
station were keen to ensure they could 

still help raise funds for the kids.  
202 Victorian CFA brigades raised 

a total of $195,000 for the appeal, 
with Warrandyte CFA contributing 
a collection of $4,290 from our 
supportive community.  

Warrandyte CFA’s efforts placed 
them second on the urban brigades 
leader board.

Will Hodgson, who has personally 
experienced the exceptional services 
of the Royal Children’s Hospital with 
his own children.

“I’m proud of what our members 
have achieved for the appeal.  

“To raise more than we normally 
would in these unprecedented times 
is credit to the team’s unbreakable 
comradery and spirit”.

In these unpredictable times, your 
CFA volunteers are still here for you.  

Warrandyte CFA’s members continue 
to undertake the groundwork to ensure 
they continue to be prepared to service 
Warrandyte.

The brigade wishes to express their 
appreciation to the Warrandyte 
community for supporting their 
volunteers in their efforts. 

CFA still there for community

your say

Dear Diary,
During the madness at IGA, I used one 
of IGA’s trolleys to carry my purchases 
back to my home in Drysdale Road. 
As per usual, said trolley had a mind 
of its own! 
Then a true angel came along to assist 
me.
A young man by the name of Eness 
stopped his car, got out and inquired 
if I needed a hand to push the unruly 
trolley to my destination? 

Chivalry actually still exists today, 
possibly only in my home town of 69 
years, Warrandyte. 
So my reason for this letter is to offer 
my absolute thanks to Eness for his 
assistance with the trolley.
I would also like to add this. 
“Please Eness, continue with your 
chivalry, it’s totally refreshing.”

Jenny MacDougal,
Drysdale Road, Warrandyte.

Chivalrous act
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By MARTINE CORBERT
DONCARE IS particularly concerned 
about the vulnerable members in our 
community and people who are now 
being impacted financially, socially 
and emotionally by situations arising 
from COVID–19.

Many of whom, may not have 
required assistance before.

Last financial year, 98 per cent 
of clients seeking assistance from 
Doncare’s Information and Emergency 
Relief program were in receipt of a 
government pension, with 30 per cent 
receiving a Newstart Allowance. 

That figure is set to rise, as COVID-19 
continues to affect the level of 
unemployment.

Every day, Doncare’s Community 
Support Workers hear stories of 
family violence, financial hardship, 
homelessness or people facing the real 
risk of becoming homeless through 
the inability to pay rent or mortgages. 

They see parents  who cannot feed 
their children, pensioners who have 
not put on heating or who have  had 
to choose between paying their utility 
bills and eating.

Many seniors tell us that they would 
normally spend time in local libraries 
or shopping centres to keep warm, but 
with Stage 3 restrictions in place, they 
are housebound.

Now  t hat  Vi c t o r i a n  c h i l d re n 
are learning remotely, financially 
vulnerable families will also see 
significant increases in utility usage 
and expenditure as the winter months 
approach.

On average, Doncare feeds over 3,000 
individuals a year and has already 
experienced a 200 per cent increase 
since February in the numbers of 
people approaching its Emergency 
Relief program for essential food items. 

At the same time however, as 
suppliers and major donors take 
their own precautionary measures 
and downsize operations, Doncare 
is rapidly running out of food to 
distribute.

A Doncare spokesperson told the 
Diary  thst now, more than ever, 
Doncare needs the community’s help 
to maintain the health and wellbeing 
of people experiencing hardship by 
donating food and household items.

“We have been very fortunate that 
Bendigo Bank’s Warrandyte and 
Doncaster East and Templestowe 
Village branches donated funds and 
Noel Jones Doncaster jumped to the 
rescue with a significant donation, 
even securing a huge amount of food 
from Metropolitan Foods Pty Ltd with 
the funds they donated.”

Year 9 students, Lucas and Angus 
also popped in to the Doncare office 
with Toby, Vice Captain of Whitefriars 
College.

The students initiated a fundraising 
BBQ and partnered with Youth 
Resource Officers from Warrandyte 
and Forest Hill Police Departments.

They raised $413.40 for Doncare’s 
food pantry.

Tha n k s  t o  Ma r y -A n n e  L ow e, 
Warrandyte locals can now donate 
non-perishable items to Doncare’s 
food pantry by visiting the drive-
thru drop zone at Bramleigh Estate, 
Warrandyte.

Donations will be gratefully accepted 
seven days a week from 7am–7pm 
(contactless).

Doncare’s new CEO Gaby Thomson 

said: “We are extremely grateful to 
Mary-Anne for creating this fabulous 
initiative, and to all the families, 
businesses and community groups 

that have already donated.
“This level of support really and truly 

echoes the sentiments of Doncare’s 
philosophy ‘for the community, by the 
community’,” she said.

Donations can also be delivered to 
Doncare’s main office at Suite 4, Level 
1, 687 Doncaster Road, Doncaster.

Whilst the MC2 building is closed 
due to COVID-19, staff will gladly meet 
you downstairs to collect donations.

Meanwhile, Doncare has adopted 
physical  distancing and other 
transmission reduction measures 
across the organisation and will be 
providing remote service delivery to 
clients in Family Services; Counselling; 
the Social Support for Seniors program 
and Community Visitors Scheme.

DAWN mentors will also continue 
to support women in recovery from 
family violence.

Should you require emergency relief 
or assistance with food parcels and 
food vouchers, please call Doncare 
on 9856 1500.
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
www.doncare.org.au

By SUSAN FOREMAN
YOUR LOCAL community bank 
has long been the lifeblood for the 
community, and especially in our 
current State of Emergency, the bank 
is doing all it can to help.

Community Liaison Officer at the 
Warrandyte Community Bank, Dee 
Dickson said the branch is staying in 
touch with Bendigo Bank head office, 
their staff, customers and community 
partners to ensure they are able to 
continue to service and support 
customers safely.

“Behind the scenes we have been 
speaking with our not-for-profit 
partners to understand the needs of 
locals, how this presents now and how 
it is likely to present moving forward.

“Recently we have contributed 
$2,000 to Now and Not Yet for the 
provision of emergency food parcels 
for local people and families in need.  

“We have also reached out to 
Doncare and provided $1000 toward 
the distribution of food parcels and 
donated $2,000 to the Rotary Op Shop 
Food Bank to ensure they are well 
stocked with non-perishables.

“We’re exploring other ways to fund 
projects that support those in need 
and lift spirits — demonstrating what 
we can achieve together.”

If you know of someone, including 
your own family, that is in need, there 
is help available:

• Now and Not Yet:  148–150 Yarra 
 St, Warrandyte — for food and  
 support.
• Rotary Op Shop:  Rear of the  
 Bridge shops, 264 Yarra St,  
 Warrandyte  — for food (non- 
 perishables on  site)  and food 

 orders (purchased  and  delivered 
  by op shop  volunteers)
• Doncare:  Manningham City  
 Square, Suite 4 level 1/687  
 Doncaster Rd, Doncaster 
 — for food  and crisis intervention
• Pettet Family Foundation, Park  
 Orchards — Crisis intervention 
  and inclusion services for children 
  and their families. 
 Contact Geoff Parkes 
 geoff.parkes@bigpond.com 
 or 0418 392 748.

For 17 years,  the Warrandyte 

Community Bank Branch has been 
committed to the care of locals and 
the groups of which they are members, 
especially when things get tough. 

“As we respond to COVID-19, 
please know our commitment to our 
customers, will not change.  

“If you need assistance our branch 
staff are here to help you navigate 
these uncertain financial times,” Dee 
said. 

The branch is open Monday–Friday 
from 9:30am–5pm or staff can be 
contacted on 9844 2233.

The bank that cares for its community in a crisis

Helping our most vulnerable and marginalised

Bramleigh’s Mary-Anne Lowe 
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By KATRINA BENNETT 

much ado

COVID-19. 
Those wee spiky little balls of viralitic 

disaster. 
Under the microscope they had the 

benign appearance of a tennis ball 
covered in bindies. 

But, as any kid who grew up in 
Australia running around their 
backyard in summer with no shoes 
on knows, there is nothing benign 
about a bindy.

Although on second thoughts, if you 
add the surname Irwin to the word 
Bindy you couldn’t find a more beige 
or benign bindy if you tried.

Then these little Covid Bindies 
coalesced into a cluster of Covid 
Babies that worked out how to spread 
from an unconfirmed animal species 
to humans. 

We now have what can only be 
known as a global cluster f&@%.

Our world has changed forever. 
I can’t foresee a future where a 

proud father would lovingly gaze into 
his daughter Ruby’s cot and call her a 
princess.

No longer would “flattening the 
curve” relate to the process my lazy 
backside goes through when it’s laid on 
for so long that the cellulite compresses 
to a quarter of its thickness.

The WHO no longer referred to a 
1960s English rock band singing about 
their generation. 

Or  a  trashy magazine ful l  of 
Photoshopped images from un-named 
sources. 

No.
The WHO referrs to a population that 

Washed Hands Obsessively.
Tragically the virus spread through 

the world quicker then a Trump meme. 
By mid-March, Australian brains 

were hardwired to calculate the 
distance of 1.5m within a nanosecond 

of registering a human approaching 
them. 

Unless you went to Coles. 
I f  you mistakenly drove past 

Quinton’s IGA you’d enter an alternate 
dimension where an unsuspecting 
shelf stacker could accidently utter the 
trigger words “toilet paper, “sanitiser” 
or “flour”. 

Then you had approximately 1.5 secs 
before you would be shin-boned by a 
trolley, knocked to floor and have your 
nose rubbed into piles of discarded 
surgical gloves and misused masks.

Stage 3 restrictions were imposed. 
We could now only leave the house to 

exercise, buy groceries, attend medical 
appointments and work if “essential”. 

My dreams of sleep-ins, lounging 
around reading books and binge-
watching Netflix were short-lived. 

This was for four reasons. 
Turns out I’m “essential”. 
Although I prefer the term “special”. 
Going to work continued for me in 

an abbreviated form in this strange 
new life.

Another reason was the other 
household adult, although himself 
apparently “essential”, had to self-
isolate for 14 days. 

Thus a mocking jay was pinned to 
my lapel, bow and arrow strapped 
to my back and I was sent out as the 
district tribute. 

Hunting and gathering has never 
been my forte. 

I’ve certainly never attempted to do 
the weekly family shop before. 

I shall never attempt it again. 
When undecided on how to proceed 

with anything, I always ask myself 
“What would Bear Grylls do?”

This is how I found myself rappelling 
down from Warrandyte Quality Meats 
roof on a rope handwoven out of 
blackberry vines, setting a trap with a 
tap-only Visa card and catching mouth 
watering lamb chops and lovingly 
handcrafted small goods.

Commando rolling over to Leos 

bakery, I construct a fishing line with 
the drawstring from my trackie daks 
and some errant hairpins. 

I’m too slow on my construction and 
miss out on the last sausage roll.  

Honing in on the sole remaining 
white loaf of bread, I ask for toast not 
sandwich, catch it on my line and 
continue my foraging.

Eventually staggering in the front 
door with enough food for at least 
three weeks, I fully expect a hero’s 
welcome.

Or at the very least a kiss from Liam 
Hemsworth.

But no, just crickets.
As working-from-home and remote-

learning lunchtime rolled around, the 
Hunger Games reignited. 

“There’s nothing to eat!”
“Where’s all the food I asked for?” 
Four pairs of bloodshot we’ve-had-

72hrs-of-uninterrupted-screentime 
eyes wheel towards me.

“I’ve just been to the shops,” I 
grumble. 

“Look at my singed hair. 
“They tried burning me at the stake 

for the crime of panic buying. 
“Although, once I explained that I 

had three teenagers at home That. 
Never. Ever. Leave. The. House. I was 
untied, got a sympathetic pat on the 
back and was issued an emergency roll 
of toilet paper”.

While they were busy squabbling 
over who ate what out of the food cache 
that was bigger than their combined 
bodyweight, I slip unnoticed out the 
backdoor. 

I have another essential excuse 
allowing me to leave the house for 
the day. 

Exercise.
Tyres were pumped up, chain 

greased, Lycra applied and off I 
wobbled up the driveway. 

Visions of cheery selfies being taken. 
My beaming helmeted face in the 

foreground, bike carefully positioned 
in the midground and the Yarra 

gurgling merrily in the background.
#isoexercise, #lovewherewelive, 

#soloride.
Attempting to avoid the surging mass 

of humanity and overwalked canines, I 
find myself manically peddling further 
and further into the bush.

Up and down hills, along anything 
that remotely resembled a deserted 
dirt track.

Until. 
I found myself too exhausted to 

beam. 
Too red faced and sweaty for the 

phone camera to focus. 
Too geographically misplaced to be 

able to know #wherethehellamI? 
There would be no Instaworthy 

photo to let the world know just how 
awesome I was finding #isolife.

I attempt to consult Strava, the font 
of all bike trail knowledge, to find my 
way home. 

The app won’t load. 
Grinning, I jump back on my trusty 

steed. 

If there’s no phone or internet 
reception I must be close to home. 

Sure enough, I burst through the trees 
and there’s the river. 

Now, I could attempt to force my 
way through the steaming piles of dog 
poo, swerve around the takeaway-
lattes-in-their-keep-cups toting social 
distancing throngs of activewear 
clad walkers strolling along the river 
path, cross the bridge and ascend 
Warrandyte-Research Road. 

Or. 
I could nonchalantly swing my bike 

onto my shoulders and take the icy 
plunge into the river and swim home, 
pretending that it was the intended final 
leg to my Ironman training session. 

As my dripping bedraggled form 
attempts to sidle back into the house, 
four querying faces swivel towards me, 
“What’s for dinner?”

And just like that I use the final reason 
for leaving the house. 

I’m off to the GP. 
Mental Health Care Plan here I come.

May the odds be ever in your favour

By SUSAN FOREMAN
LIKE MOST institutions, all of Yarra 
Plenty Regional Library’s (YPRL) 
physical branches are closed.

However, YPRL is working hard to 
bring the library to you. 

The library has launched the Your 
Library at Home program, which 
includes advice, children’s programs 
and of course books — often in new, 
and sometimes unexpected, formats. 

Caring Calls 
A new initiative introduced is Caring 

Calls, where library staff are calling all 
library members who are aged 70 or 

over to have a chat, connect them with 
essential services and offer technical 
assistance. 

Over the coming weeks, staff will 
call all of the registered 5,500 seniors 
across the Council areas of Banyule, 
Nillumbik and Whittlesea to see how 
they can help, even if it’s just to provide 
a sympathetic ear. 

Jane Cowell, CEO Yarra Plenty 
Regional Library said that libraries are 
a place of refuge for elderly community 
members. 

“We know many will be missing their 
regular contact with our librarians and 
other members of the community. 

“We hope that our Caring Calls make 
a difference in the lives of those most 
vulnerable during this crisis,” she said. 

Home learning
Children’s programs include Virtual 

Storytimes being broadcast daily on 
Facebook from 10am each weekday 
and Homework Help sessions, where 
education experts are offering one-on-
one free tutoring assistance.

A fabulous initiative to help with 
home schooling younger kids is the Pet 
Tales online program, which provides 
children with a non-judgemental, 
comforting, and safe pet audience to 

practise their reading with. 
It also encourages and develops 

children’s verbal communication 
skills and presents reading as a joyful 
experience.

The library has dogs, cats, and even 
birds eager to listen to your child read 
to them. 

Sessions are conducted via Microsoft 
Teams video chat and run for 10 
minutes. 

e-Library
They are also offering an extensive 

eLibrary with eBooks and eAudiobooks 
available for download, plus access to 
free film and TV streaming services. 

There is a Book Valet ser vice 
providing members with personalised 
book and film recommendations.

Ask a Librarian
Customer service, information 

assistance and technical help is 
available through initiatives such as 
Ask A Librarian on social media and 

the establishment of a Tech Helpline 
where library staff will assist with your 
technical queries in real time. 

A “Print & Post” service is available 
to print out and post any document 
that you need, for a small fee to cover 
printing costs. 

A n y  e s s e n t i a l  p a p e r w o r k 
(government forms and the like) will 
be printed for free.

A Family and Local History Help 
service will aid those sinking their 
teeth into some history during this 
pandemic, with a band of local history 
experts ready on hand to help you 
find out more about the history of 
your area. 

The library is also offering research 
assistance for any topic that you may 
be interested in learning about.

Yarra Plenty Library brings the library to you

To connect with the 
library head to: 

www.yprl.vic.gov.au/
your-library-at-home
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• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
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0411 267 490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au
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Licensed Roof Plumbers
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By ANDREW FRANCIS
WE ARE A LITTLE bit spoiled in 
Warrandyte when it comes to being 
“forced” to stay at home, and in your 
neighbourhood. 

The healing gi f t  of  nature is 
everywhere, just outside your door.

The Warrandyte Nature Facebook 
p a g e  r e c e n t l y  h o s t e d  s e v e r a l 
competitions for young nature 
p h o t o g rap h e r s  i n  a n d  a rou n d 
Warrandyte.

There were two competitions 
running, Find some nature in your 
garden and Easter

There is a great number of brilliant 
entries and the judges’ selection are 
printed below.

Congratulations to all who entered, 
it was incredibly difficult selecting 

“winners” for these competitions. 
Competition #1 

Find some nature in your garden
Kira Lion  (15 years) took this 

beautiful arty shot of a “Feather Bridge”. 
Perspective is everything in this shot, 

and clever use of reflection and lighting 
contrasts make it a classy capture.

Evan Charbonneau  (11 years) 
presented this fantastic picture of a 
butterfly on a pink flower. 

He said the butterfly was “very 
cooperative” as a subject. 

The clarity and sharpness of the 
picture, the vividness of hues and 
beautiful framing are super.

Samuel Curnow (9 years) snapped 
this picture of “Hazel’s day in the 
garden”. 

This is a seriously lovely looking 
chicken, professionally captured in 
portrait style. 

T h e r e  i s  g r e a t  s e l e c t i o n  o f 
background, highlighting Hazel’s 
beautiful plumage colours and hair-do.

Competition #2 
Easter

Lily Bell (11 years), artist in residence 
at the West End, captured the Easter 
theme perfectly with this gorgeous 
shot. 

“This is the first nest I’ve ever found, 
and it was even in my own front yard!!!” 

This was a great find, artfully 
captured.

Giacomo Fiorenza (10 years) also 
managed to find the Easter theme 
with his picture thoughtfully titled 

“New growth.” 
Giacomo made several entries in 

our competitions and distinguished 
himself by managing to find hidden 
treasures in everyday nature. 

Hayley Papez (aged 12) presented 
a unique picture titled “Catching a 
glimpse of a cold wet Easter”. 

One gets a sense of fluidity and 
motion in this ‘moment’ beautifully 
captured. 

A lot of thought and work has gone 
into this brilliant picture.

Mikaia Lion (aged 13) took this 
gorgeous picture of a backlit autumn 
leaf. 

There is detail and sharpness, 
beautiful framing, and an artistic eye 
and mind behind the camera here. 

Seriously lovely.
In all honesty, any of the entrants 

could have received a prize. 
Here is a list of the other contributors 

— well done, each and every one:
Xavier Minster (11)
Grace Curnow (11)
Olivia Curnow (14)
A and J Stephens (7)
Darcy Vlasic (9)
Luca Garvey (8)
Max Bell (16)
Kimi Swedosh (8) 
Marcus Charbonneau (7)
Jay Harvey (12)
Zack Harvey
Luna Lion (7)
Alana Lina (13)
Abby Harvey (16)
Kitty Sterrett (7)
Zara Vitiritti (11)

Warrandyte kids get snapping in nature

Evan Charbonneau

Samual Curnow

Lily Bell

Giacomo Fiorenza

Hayley Papez

Mikaia Lion

Kira Lion
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By JAMES POYNER
THIS YE AR ON Anzac Day, the 
marching, the bagpipes, the veterans, 
the crowds and the choir were notably 
absent from the Warrandyte RSL.

However, at 10:45am on Saturday, 
Ap r i l  2 5 ,  R S L  P re s i d e nt  Dav i d 
Ryan, begun his Anzac Day service 
introduction, and dozens of homes 
in and around Warrandyte heard 
his words, as the 2020 Warrandyte 
Anzac Day service was livestreamed 
for the first time in its history, in a 
collaboration between Warrandyte 
RSL, the Warrandyte Diary and 42K 
Media.

Warrandyte RSL has faced a number 
of challenges surrounding its Anzac 
Day service in the past few years.

In 2017, the memorial was vandalised 
the day before the service, with anti-
anarchist graffiti.

In 2018, the RSL balcony, which 
is usually reserved for wheelchair 
bound veterans during the service, 
was condemned and had to be closed 
for repairs.

On both occasions, the branch, and 
members of the community pooled 
their resources and came together 
to ensure these challenges were 
merely bumps on the road to “another 
respectful service”.

However, the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the resulting restrictions we have 

all be living with since mid-March 
threatened Warrandyte’s traditional 
service.

It became apparent very quickly 
that the traditional mass march from 
Whipstick Gully, followed by moving 
service complete with choir, bugler, 
bagpipes and sandwiches at the RSL 
after, would not be possible.

All over the state, country and 
world, public Anzac Day services were 
cancelled.

Officially, there was still reduced 
services at the Shrine of Remembrance 
and the Australian War Memorial, 
while Australians everywhere were 
asked to join in with the Dawn Service 
and Stand To in their driveways.

In Warrandyte, families stood with 
lit candles by the roadside, some even 
played the Last Post on trumpets and 
bagpipes.

Warrandyte RSL had planned on 
holding a small, private service at the 
Warrandyte War Memorial on Saturday 
25th, but a chance meeting between 
Warrandyte branch President David 
“Rhino” Ryan and Sandra Miller, a 
former Army Reservist and cofounder 
of local video production company 42K 
Media, set in motion an idea which 
would allow our local community to 
participate in a local Anzac Day service 
from their living-rooms.

Using a series of 4G mobile internet 

routers, 42K Media was able to harness 
enough bandwidth to successfully 
stream the full 30-minute service.

On the Friday before Anzac Day, 
Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith 
laid a wreath and paid his respects at 
the cenotaph, and Mullum Mullum 
Ward Councillor, Andrew Conlon, 
inadvertently became part of the 
ceremony when he turned up to lay 
Manningham Council’s wreath on 
Saturday morning.

As well as readings by the RSL 
President, and Community Church 
Pastor Andrew Fisher, traditional 
hymns, songs and the Last Post were 
played from recordings.

The speeches, songs, prayers, wreath-
laying and the two minute’s silence 
were all recorded on camera and 
between the livestream and the post-
produced video, the service has been 
watched thousands of times.

With ser vices being cancelled 
everywhere, this Anzac Day was always 
going to be different, but thanks to 
some local inspiration, a dose of 
technological ingenuity, and a pinch 
of luck (especially with the internet), 
Warrandyte was able to mark Anzac 
Day 2020 in its own special way.

You can watch the service on the 
Warrandyte Diary’s Facebook page, 
or YouTube Channel: bit.ly/DiaryTV

They were all answering the Call of the Dardanelles,
Little did they know, they were entering a living hell.
The brave ANZAC’s, marched up the hill,
With their aim, freedom and to kill.
Fighting for our freedom,
With their families at home, who really, really need them.
At Gallipoli, 10,000 ANZACs lost their lives,
While a small amount of them, only just survive.
As the Reveille played, get them up in the morn’,
As they thought about what would happen after dawn.
They slowly chewed on the Anzac biscuits that their families had made,
As they hid in the trenches, extremely afraid.
For the families whose daddies, brothers and husbands who went to war, 
And for those who didn’t come back, their heart is so sore.
The Poppy’s laid over the soldiers, who were laid to rest,
May all of the ANZACS, be well and truly blessed.
At the Anzac Day parade, the soldiers march, strong and tall,
These are the people, who answered the call.

Liam, Our Lady of the Pines Primary School

Remembering our Anzacs, as a community

Anzac Day

Warrandyte RSL President, David Ryan

Photos: SANDI MILLER

Photo: JOZICA KUTIN

This year’s service livestreamed

Ryan Smith MP lays a wreath at the cenotaph

Neils Withoff plays the Last Post at 11amThe Noye family Stand To at dawn
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By ADRIAN RICE
I STOOD AT the edge of a beautiful 
grass tennis court on a hill overlooking 
the town of Kohima — the capital of 
Nagaland in India’s rarely visited North 
(“Wild”) East.

In 1944, the British and Indian armies 
had fought the Japanese in one of the 
last “great” battles of WWII — a battle 
which eventually led to the opposing 
armies digging trenches at either end 
of the Governor’s tennis court and 
lobbing grenades at each other.

In this part of the world a tennis court 
is very unusual and a signifier of luxury 
and high society — much as it was in 
the imperial days of The Raj but, this 
was no ordinary tennis court.

The concrete court, marked out with 
white painted lines is the centrepiece 
of the Commonwealth War Cemetery 
on Garrison Hill, above the sprawling 
city of around 100,000 — of mainly 
native local Nagas, but also minorities 
from other parts of India.   

The lush gardens with carefully 
tended hedges and ornamental roses 
among the rows and rows of memorial 
headstones, contrast with the hectic 
hilly city of Kohima, whose buildings 
flow down the hillsides like icing on an 
unruly cake.

Below the cemetery, in the town, 
there are almost no traffic lights — the 
roads are far too narrow and windy 

and each junction has to be policed to 
keep the vehicles moving; navigating 
this place on foot seemed the simplest 
way by far.

Rewind 80 years and that is exactly 
what scores of thousands of Japanese, 
British and Allied troops were doing, 
manoeuvring through the jungle 
beneath these ridges jockeying for 
positions from which to attack each 
other.

Nagas, previously highly resistant 
to Imperial British rule had been 
recruited to work alongside the 
Allies, and, intimate with the terrain, 
proved particularly adept at guerrilla 
warfare — taking Japanese heads 
from unsuspecting rear markers as 
enemy platoons struggled through 
unrelenting and unfamiliar jungle.  

The Japanese force was huge — more 
than 80,000 men aiming to cut off the 
British retreat from Imphal, to  force 
their way through to the railhead at 
Dimapur, and from there take the 
crown of Britain’s empire.

For the British army, led by William 
Slim, stopping the Japanese at Kohima 
was the essential goal, critical to 
denying access to the rest of India.

The garrison at Kohima numbered 
roughly 1,500, many of them non-
combatants, and yet they achieved 
a remarkable defence of the town 
against a division of 15,000 enemy 
troops.

The fighting was desperate with 
men from each side expected to fight 
to the death, eventually becoming 
hand to hand when the two armies 
were separated only by the length of 
a tennis court.   

This is no exaggeration — as the 
Japanese invaded the town, combatants 
dug trenches in the grounds of the now 
destroyed Commissioner’s residence 
at either end of this court — roughly 

80 feet apart, and fought continuously 
until Allied reinforcements arrived 
from Dimapur.

This momentous and horrific battle 
and the subsequent retreat back 
through the jungles to Burma resulted 
in the deaths of more than 40,000 
Japanese troops — many of whom 
committed hari-kiri, sometimes in 
pairs with a grenade as their weapon 
hugged between their chests as they 
prayed.

Different prayers fill the air these 
days.

The horror of that battle was almost 
impossible to imagine — this was a 
quiet Sunday morning in Kohima — 
no sabbath trading here — American 
Baptists did such a thorough job in 
converting the local head hunting 
Nagas that there’s a church on just 
about every block.

So there’s nothing to disturb the 
peace of this remarkable, moving and 
beautiful site.

A few locals wandered in and posed 
with us for selfies, but for an hour 
we had the place to ourselves and 
wandered among the memorial stones 
inscribed with names of men from far 
beyond these hills — Dorset, Kent, 
Norfolk, Lancashire, Bengal, Burma, 
Assam, as well as Nagaland itself — 
more than 4,000 Allies lost their lives 
in the extended fighting here.

Given the lack of distractions on 

a Sunday we decided to move on, 
heading south into Manipur, but we 
had one more Naga visit to make.

A short way out of town we bumped 
over the boulder strewn track into 
the small village of Kigwem — Zapu, 
our driver, manoeuvring a large 4WD 
round tight corners of stone walled 
gardens into the centre of the village.

Here a sign indicated the date of 
the arrival of the Japanese army and  
General Sato — 4.4.44 and just down 
the cobbled street — more an alley — 
the tiny one room house where he had 
set up his HQ.

Bullet holes were still visible we 
were told but this was now a peaceful 
place and since the owners were 
out — at church, we felt decidedly 
uncomfortable poking around. 

We were greeted by groups of locals 
clutching their bibles strolling to 
worship, took a few more photos 
and recommenced the sinuous (and 
beautiful) drive down the valley to 
Imphal and onto the Myanmar border.  

We almost made it without incident, 
until we blew two tyres, summoned 
up a replacement car to take us on to 
Imphal and from there  to the Myanmar 
border and several encounters with the 
Assam Rifles and a chubby corrupt 
money-grabbing cop.  

Which is another story.

Kohima — turning point of WWII 

Nagas heading to church

Heading to Bible class Kohima War Cemetery

Look out over Kohima
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Surviving the end of the world

By KATHY GARDINER

gardening

By MAREE ZIMNY

wellness

FAMILY, YOU CAN love them or loathe 
them.

You may have gone from highs to low 
with your family within minutes, from 
laughter to tears and back to laugher.

The definition of what family is has 
changed, or more accurately, expanded.

For some people, their friends 
become their family, for others it may 
be their pets.

Furthermore, some may see the 
broader community as their family.

How does your family shape you?
Family is not always about making 

you feel good, even though we think 
we want that from them; on tap, 24/7.

Family will encourage you to stretch 
and grow in your heart, mind, body, 
and soul.

Your family will push your buttons, 
disagree, challenge and even hurt you. 

However, in the end, having family 
around can be rewarding in more 
ways than we may think, whoever and 
whatever it is comprised of.

Your essence, your power
Your real power is not your physical 

strength, race, age, size or sex; it is your 
essence.

Your essence is that feeling deep 
within, that knowingness; you cannot 
explain it, it is at the core of your being.

Tuning into your essence
You are much more than your 

conscious mind.
Between birth and the age of seven, 

your brain is open like a sponge and 
absorbs everything.

In this time, beliefs, values and 
attitudes are developed and stay with 
you for life, or until you decide to 
change them through new insights and 
information.

Sometimes, it is good to retune 
yourself, to listen to your essence.

By reconnecting with your  essence, 

you can begin to live more by your 
innate knowingness rather than what 
people tell you.

Your essence is one of your greatest 
gifts, and by tuning into your heart and 
soul; you begin to learn to fine-tune 
your feelings and trust yourself more.

The first step in fine tuning is to 
become an energetic listener, to listen 
beyond the words being said.

According to Professor Albert 
Mehrabian, an Armenian born in Iran 
1939, although trained as an engineer 
is better known for his work in verbal 
and nonverbal communication and 
developed the 7-38-55 rule.

His “rule” summarises that only seven 
per cent of our communication is with 
words, the rest is made up of pitch and 
tone of our voice (38 per cent) and body 
language (55 per cent).

Living your essence
Focus on your breath and breathe into 

your heart area.
Allow your heart to get into a 

comfortable rhythm.
Start allowing your heart to either 

recall experiences from the past or 
create experiences that fill you up with 
positive power emotions, like love, 
compassion, gratitude, happiness, and 
appreciation.

Allow those feelings to grow and 
expand from your heart and fill up your 
entire body.

Then, allow the flow of this feeling to 
flow out to those you love, and those 
who need love.

Remember, always give to self-first 
and then allow the excess to overflow 
to others.

If you give more to others and less 
to yourself, you are not honouring 
yourself.

You will also weaken your immune 
system by potentially becoming an 
over-carer.

Care for self and teach self-care to 
others.

This way, we can empower people to 
tune into their spirit and essence.

We’re all in this together.

Essentially you 

I READ THE other day that the 
fragrance of lemons is proven to “de-
stress, clear your mind and brighten 
your mood”.

I currently have a huge bowl on my 
kitchen bench.

A tall glass of room temperature 
lemon water can enhance your mood 
and energise you.

Lemons can help reduce anxiety and 
depression.

They aid in digestion, help to lose fat, 
detox the liver, freshen breath, clear 
skin and act as a natural diuretic.

Little skins of lovely freshness.
Citrus has it all.
Driving around North Warrandyte/

Kangaroo Ground/Panton Hill there 
are home gardeners selling their 
lemons and limes in bags with honesty 
boxes for your coins.

Now is the time to wander around 
the nurseries (you can buy online as 
well) if you haven’t already got a citrus 
tree in your garden — there is a great 
selection.

Planting of citrus usually takes place 
spring to summer, but that doesn’t 
mean you cannot buy a fruiting plant 
now and have it in a pot.

In some ways, this is a good way to 
have a cumquat or lemon tree, as they 
like being in a frost free, warm area, 
protected from cold winds.

They like full sun.
A pot on wheels is a good way to 

move them around the decking or 
paved area so they never get chilly or 
frost bitten.

They do not like weeds around their 
knees and like to be fed in later winter 
and late summer.

Make sure if you have them in pots 
that you keep them well watered while 

the fruit is forming.
Plenty of water and year-round 

warmth.
Lilly-pilly, native finger limes, 

cumquats, grapefruit, mango, oranges, 
pomegranate tangerines all like the 
same growing conditions.

Pruning the citrus tree is not 
necessary for greater fruit bearing, but 
it is a good idea to keep the size of the 
tree manageable (so you can actually 
reach the fruit without needing a 
ladder).

Remember, lemons and other citrus 
trees are heavy feeders.

A mature lemon tree can absorb up 
to 2kg of food per year to produce a 
good crop.

This can either be a citrus food or 
a complete fertiliser, found in IGA or 
local nurseries.

A veritable variety of citrus
Espaliered lemons and limes look 

lovely and love the warmth of a brick 
wall. 

There is nothing nicer in the garden 
than the fragrance of lemon or orange 
blossom.

Blood oranges  are a personal 
favourite of mine.

They are ugly skinned oranges, but 
the flesh is deep red and luscious.

The y contain nine t imes the 
antioxidants (double the Vitamin A of 
navel oranges).

One blood orange is equivalent to 
eating a whole bag (two kilograms) of 
navels to get the same antioxidants — 
how amazing is that?

Lisbon lemons are temperamental 
and usually fruit well one year and then 
not so well the next.

Feed them in early September.
If some of the older leaves drop off, 

you shouldn’t be too concerned, as it is 
usually a reaction to a cold snap.

Sometimes lemon trees have a fungal 
disease which looks like brown or black 
spots on the skin, spray in autumn or 

spring with a copper sulphate spray 
found at the local nurseries.

Gall wasps are another nasty with 
lemons in particular, pruning the 
infected area and dropping the 
prunings in the fire pit is a good way 
to get rid of them.

Persistence will pay off.
Remember “prune in June” to keep 

them in check.
Talking about nurseries.
The other day I spotted a “Lots A’ 

Lemon” dwarf lemon tree.
It is a new improved dwarf compact 

form of the well know dwarf Meyer 
lemon.

It produces masses of sweetly-
scented white flowers followed by an 
abundance of full sized fruit.

It only grows 1.5 x 1.5m so perfect for 
pots on the balcony or verandah.

They have a low water requirement 
and low maintenance.

The Meyer lemon is popular in 
Warrandyte gardens as it is sweeter 
than other lemons and it is a very hardy 
tree, more tolerant of the cold and frost 
than other species.

Finger limes are a species of lime 
native to Northern Australia.

T h e y  h a n g  f ro m  t h e  b r a n c h 
individually like little miniature 
cucumbers. 

They range in colour.
One of the lovely things about 

the finger lime (other than it is an 
Australian native) is that they are 
relatively seedless, and the juice 
sacs are encased in small pearl-like 
membranes, often called ctirus caviar.

Tahitian limes are great to grow, 
and of course so are the knobbly 
Kaffir limes, whose leaves are used in 
cooking Thai food.

They can also can be used as an insect 
repellent.

Cumquats make beautiful jams 
or preserves and the little globes of 
orange look beautiful in a winter 

garden.
They are lovely on the kitchen bench 

to freshen the air. 
Meiwa is the most popular cumquat. 
Even though the cumquat tree 

produces tiny fruit it doesn’t mean it 
is a dwarf tree.

Sometimes the trees, in great growing 
conditions, can grow up to six metres 
high. 

They are very resistant to cold.
Caterpillars and slugs

Remember if you see one of these 
little caterpillars (pictured right) 
on your lemon tree do not kill it or 
squish it.

It is a blessing. 
It is a Dainty/Dingy Swallowtail 

caterpillar, which will turn into the 
most beautiful butterfly.

Also remember for those of you with 
wood burning fires, any citrus peel you 
have, dried off on the stove top until 
all moisture has gone, will become 
fire-lighters.

Works a treat, combined with a little 
dry kindling.

As an added bonus, your house 
smells absolutely amazing. 

A gentle citrus uplifting aroma — try 
it — no chemical filled fire lighters 

required. 
Slugs are, as one would imagine, as 

dumb as they look. 
You can make an effective slug trap 

with little more than an orange rind. 
Save the half-rinds from citrus fruits 

like grapefruit or oranges and place 
them about your garden.

Slugs will flock to the rind. 
Come morning you can throw the 

rind in the trash and feed the slugs to 
the chooks

Mother’s Day is coming up
Maybe give Mum a potted citrus tree 

for Mother’s Day.
Especially the ones home-schooling 

as I know the stress levels will be high.
And as commonly quoted: “If life 

gives you lemons... make a margarita”. 
Stay safe, keep sniffing those lemons. 
Lemons make you happy.

Lemons: a recipe for happiness

BY LARA McKINLEY
FOR YEARS, MY lovely, clever friends 
who understand lovely, clever indie 
cinema have been making fun of me. 

They simply didn’t understand my 
fondness with trashy blockbuster end-
of-the-world movies.

To be honest, neither did I — but 
now it makes sense — with a disaster 
on our doorstep, and the world’s script 
seemingly written by Hollywood, 

I call that research.
Here’s what you need to know.

Be a deadbeat dad
You have the best chance of survival 

if you are a deadbeat dad.
Tom Cruise in War of the Worlds is the 

definition of deadbeat. 
But by the end he threw himself into 

the belly of a human mincing machine 
to save his daughter and later returns 
the kid to her rightful parent.

You can be a workaholic like Denis 
Quaid in Day After Tomorrow. 

He was too distracted by Antarctic ice 
samples to pay attention to his kid Jake 
Gyllenhaal, but later puts his unlikely 
skills to heroic use when the world 
freezes over. 

And in that classic of the genre —  
2012 — failed writer Matthew Broderick 
becomes Dad#1 by outrunning 
earthquakes, volcanic explosions and 
tsunamis atop Everest.

His reward is to get his family back 
together.

Moral to the story: as a deadbeat 
dad you can find redemption in the 
apocalypse, but if you really suck, then 
you’ll need to sacrifice yourself like 
Bruce Willis in Armageddon or that 
drunk washed-up pilot in Independence 
Day.

Be divorced or separated 
Estranged couples do best in disasters. 
Unless one of them is bitten by a 

zombie, separated couples usually get 

back together. 
So prepare yourselves.  
In Outbreak, Dustin Hoffman saves 

the world, and his ex-wife Rene Russo 
from a deadly virus (and maniacal 
military types) by kidnapping  a 
helicopter.  

Helen Hunt lures Bill Paxon back 
with feisty tornado dodging and sexy 
science in Twister.  

And who can forget The Rock talking 
about his feelings, and winning back 
the affections of his ex, just after he 
pulled her from a collapsing building 
in San Andreas?

Hot tip: if you are the new partner, 
you have no chance. 

Just give up now. 
If you are lucky you might end 

up doing sex therapy on the phone 
and then declare “We’ve got cows” 
(Twister). 

Otherwise prepare to RIP in a 
spectacular and tragic way, maybe 
chomped by a shark like the stepdad 
in Sharknado. 

Go on a quest to save your child: 
you will both definitely survive

It’s a truth universally acknowledged 
that when the end of the world is 
happening, you’ll be separated from 
one of your children, forget their 
asthma puffer or need to make a bold 
move to save them. 

Either way you’ll need to go on a 
quest, escape many dangers and 
triumph in the end. 

Just like Brad Pitt in World War Z, 
Sandra Bullock in Bird Box or Linda 
Hamilton in Dante’s Peak.

Bonus points: If you have a cute 
and loyal dog by your side it ups your 
chance of survival — owners and their 
pets almost always make it — and if 
the pooch dies, it does so saving you 
from zombie hounds like Will Smith 
in I am Legend.

Try to ride out the beginning of the 
end of the world in a hospital

Hospitals might not seem the safest 
place during the end-of-the-world but, 
if you are immune, or in a coma, you 
can make it. 

Just ask Gary Sinise who plays Stu 
Redmond in The Stand telemovie. 

Andrew Lincoln’s relentlessly tough 
sheriff survives the start of the zombie 
apocalypse in The Walking Dead. 

Triffid expert Bill Masen is saved from 
blindness and social unravelling while 
in hospital in that most excellent of 
classics, Day of the Triffids.

S o m e  b a d  n e w s :  D o c t o r s , 
epidemiologists and scientists might 
survive the first wave of doom but 
then don’t. 

Just ask Kate Winslet in Contagion 
and the handsome Indian scientist 
in 2012.

Listen to the homeless guys with 
A-Frames

A guy with an A-Frame and insightful 
graffitti always predict the end of the 
world. 

It’s time to listen. 
There’s the time-traveller turned 

homeless guy in 12 Monkeys. 
A drunken doomsdayer calls it 

correctly in The Birds. 
Signs even appear in the let’s-bring-

disaster-to-the-kids flick Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs. 

Final advice: Big cities are not the 
place to be, especially US ones. 

They attract alien destruction (The 5th 
Wave, Independence Day: Resurgence), 
are a hot spot for meteors (Deep 
Impact) and don’t do well in nuclear 
attack (Planet of the Apes).

It appears I am not alone in looking 
for tips. 

Contagion and Outbreak are ranking 
highly on iTunes.  

Excuse me while I go off to rewatch 
How it Ends on Netflix. 

Forest Whitaker has skills, and I have 
a lot to learn.

as told to us by Hollywood



I’m feeling empty inside

It’s quiet down here at the hall. No pottery, painting, music or 
craft. No theatre productions that generate most of our income, no 
regular groups hiring the hall throughout the week. And no! No 
income to maintain the hall, meet the insurance, pay the caretaker 
and other expenses that don’t stop just because everything else 
does. It’s not just the hall that’s feeling empty, it’s our bank 
account too. So we’re reaching out to our friends for help. Asking 
yoyou to become a Friend of the Hall, by making a donation, large 
or small, at the link below. And help keep our doors open till we 

can let you back inside them again.
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WE ARE ALL living in a period of great 
uncertainty.

There is a barrage of, almost daily, 
statements and articles about new 
government assistance to individuals, 
employees and business, plus regular 
updates aimed at clarifying or adding 
to earlier information releases.

If you are working from home 
either under instruction from your 
employer, or running your own 
business out of home then this 
month’s column should be of interest 
to you.

If you have not read the April 
column titled COVID-19 Tax Update 
on Working from Home, may I suggest 
you read that in conjunction with 
what follows, a copy of the column 
can be found on my website.

The new fixed rate per hour 
method

In a media release on April 7, the ATO 
announced a “temporary simplified 
method (or shortcut method)” to 
make it easier for individual taxpayers 
to claim deductions for additional 
running expenses incurred, such 
as additional heating, cooling and 
lighting expenses, as a result of 
working from home due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic.

Based on this announcement and 
further details in the ATO release 
entitled Working from home during 
COVID-19, updated on April 15, 
2020, the ATO advised it will allow 
individuals to claim a deduction for 
all home office running expenses 
incurred during the period from 
March 1 until at least June 30, 2020, 

based on a rate of 80 cents for each 
hour an individual carries out 
genuine work duties from home.

This is an alternative method to 
claiming home running expenses 
under existing arrangements, 
explained in my April edition 
article, being 52 cents per hour 
for heating, cooling, lighting and 
office furniture depreciation.

What is covered in the new 
80c per hour option?

The new 80c per hour method 
is designed to cover all of the 
following running expenses 
associated with working from 
home and incurred from March 
1, 2020:
• Electricity and gas expenses  
 associated with heating,cooling  
 and lighting the area at home  
 which is being used for work  
 purposes.
• Cleaning costs for a dedicated  
 work area such as a home office.
• Phone and internet expenses.
• Computer consumables such as  
 printer paper, ink cartridges and  
 stationery.
• Depreciation of home office  
 furniture and furnishings such  
 as an office desk and chair, filing  
 cabinets and bookcases.
• Depreciation of home office 
 equipment such as a computer,  
 printer and scanner.

Advantages of using the 
80c per hour method

Under this method whilst separate 
claims cannot be made for any of 
the above running expenses, which 
could be substantial, the advantages 
of using this method from March 1, 
2020, are as follows:
• No record keeping is required  

 other than a record of the number  
 of hours you have worked from  
 home as a result of COVID-19  
 such as timesheets, diary notes or  
 rosters.
• There is no requirement to have a  
 separate or dedicated area at  
 home set aside for working such  
 as a private study. 
• Multiple people living in the  
 same house could claim under  
 this method at 80c per hour 
  excluding school students of  
 course.
Implications of not electing to use 

the 80c per hour method
You may elect to continue to use 

the 52c per hour method that was 
available from July 1, 2019, but 
that rate will only apply to running 
expenses for heating, cooling, lighting 
and furniture depreciation from the 
above list.

Unlike the 80c method, you will 

still have to undertake an analysis 
of the work related percentage 
of all of the remaining running 
expenses.

You will have to continue to 
maintain records of expenditure 
a n d  re t a i n  a l l  s u p p o r t i n g 
documents as well as a time 
usage diary.

If you elect to use neither 
method, then you will have to 
resort to the actual expenses 
method for all expenses which 
is explained in detail in the 
April edition article, and have a 
dedicated work area or study set 
aside for work purposes.

If you are working from home 
only due to the consequences 
of COVID-19 you can’t claim 
o c c u p a n c y  e x p e n s e s  s u c h 
as mortgage interest, rates, 
insurance, land taxes or rent.

Implications for the preparation 
of your tax return

Regardless of whether you use a 
tax agent or prepare your tax return 
yourself, if you have, or will have, 
spent significant time working from 
home, you have to decide which of 
the three methods of claiming home 
office expenses you will elect to use 
for the period from March 1 to June 30 
2020, and which of the two methods, 
52c per hour or actual expenses 
method for the prior eight months.

If you elect to use the 80c rate you 
or your tax agent must include the 
note “COVID- hourly rate” in your 
tax return.

A word of advice
For many of you who have, or will 

have, spent a considerable amount 
of time working from home, it may 
well be worth devoting your time to:
• Documenting the hours you have  

 worked at home for work related  
 purposes, or as a requirement 
  from your employer or in 
  running your own business from 
  home.
• Recording and filing all necessary  
 supporting documents relating to  
 allowable home office  
 deductions.
• Working out the percentage split  
 between private and work related 
 portions of jointly incurred costs.

Armed with this information you 
or your tax agent should then be 
able to determine which of the three 
methods will deliver the greatest 
deductions for the eight months to 
February 29 and the four months 
June 30, 2020.

The ATO will be anticipating a 
significant increase in both the 
number and the amount of home 
office expenses claims for 2020 and 
consequently you can expect a much 
higher level of scrutiny of your claim.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice and should not 
be used as such.
If you have any questions you 
should consult a registered tax 
agent.
Further information on claiming 
work related expenses and the 
COVID-19 Government Assistance 
to Business and Individuals updated 
to March 30, 2020 is available on our 
website.
B r i a n  S p u r r e l l  F C PA ,  C TA , 
Registered Tax Agent. 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
P O Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.
0412 011 946
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance

Further tax update on working from home
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By LAURA RUSSO
SUPERMARKETS are so ubiquitous 
and incredibly convenient we hardly 
give them a second thought as we 
routinely fill trolleys to the brim with 
household staples each week.

Yet, the empty supermarket shelves 
and restrictions on buying essential 
items recently have reminded me of 
how wonderful it can be not to always 
rely on supermarkets for food.

Over the past three decades I’ve been 
a member of several organic food-
buying groups and a couple of weeks 
ago, I decided it was time to consider 
joining one again.

I discovered a couple of options 
through the local grapevine, both 
suitable for shopping during a 
pandemic.

The first one is a food-buying 
cooperative where you order what 
you want online, someone picks up 
the order from the wholesale market 
in Epping, which is then sorted into 
individual boxes by members on a 
rotating roster.

The other option involves more 
convenience and less choice: you 
order online and pay a set price for a 
“Farmers’ Box” direct from the grower 
in Strathewen (just 15 kilometres from 
me), and they deliver it to your door.

Farmers’ Boxes provide a range 
of local, seasonal produce — in 
Melbourne that usually means no 
tomatoes in winter, and no bananas — 
and despite not selecting the produce 

myself, when subscribing to this 
kind of service in the past, I’ve found 
my cooking tends to become more 
creative and my body adjusts really 
well to eating what is “in season”.

Farmers’Markets are another great 
alternative way to buy food that cuts 
out the middle man (and most are 
still running as “essential gatherings” 
through the COVID-19 pandemic), 
where farmers get a fair price, and you 
get to chat with them in person.

I don’t tend to go to markets very 
often so for now, the buying group or 
Farmers’ Box options suit me better.

I prefer to buy organic when I can 
afford to, because I’m never sure 
how much carcinogenic pesticide is 
left on “conventional” vegies in the 
supermarket and does it all come off 
when I wash them?

There are other benefits in terms 
of organic produce being more 
nutritious, better-tasting and more 
sustainable, but because of the more 
labour-intensive production costs, it 
inevitably costs more.

That’s why purchasing direct from 
the farmer or getting wholesale prices 
by buying in bulk as a group makes a 
whole lot of sense.

The first time I found an alternative 
to supermarket shopping was in the 
early 1990s when I discovered a food 
cooperative in Brunswick Street, 
Fitzroy named Friends of the Earth 
(FOE) — it was quite a revelation.

I paid a small membership fee 
and worked two hours a fortnight 

in their shop to receive a discount 
on their (already inexpensive) bulk 
organic produce — fresh fruit and 
vegetables, and dry goods including 
grains, legumes, seeds, flour, nuts and 
honey.

It  was run as a not-for-profit 
cooperative, so prices were kept low 
and there was no packaging — you 
had to bring your own containers or 
use paper bags.

This method of shopping harks 
back to the time before self-service 
supermarkets (not widespread in 
Australia until the early 1950s) when 
people shopped at their local grocer 
for dry goods like biscuits, flour, sugar, 
tea and coffee, with all the goodies kept 
behind the counter in bulk storage bins 
and the grocer doling out portions into 
paper bags.

Green grocers,  delicatessens, 
butchers and bakers provided other 
essential food items and everything 
was sold by weight and carried home 
in shopping bags made of string, not 
single-use plastic bags.

Flash forward 70 years, and today 
we have five enormous continents of 
plastic particles floating in the world’s 
oceans, the biggest one measuring 1.6 
million square kilometres — nearly the 
size of Queensland.

I know that last year, the Victorian 
G overnment legislation forced 
supermarkets to stop giving away 
single-use plastic bags, but the amount 
of unnecessary plastic packaging on 
supermarket fruit and vegetables has 

dramatically increased recently which 
I find perplexing and frustrating.

My experience at FOE made me 
realise that even for something as 
simple as food shopping, it can be 
really empowering to think outside the 
box rather than unquestioningly follow 
the mainstream.

There was a co-op in Brisbane, I was 
a member of in the late 1990s where 
one clever guy built a cold storeroom 
by cutting up the sides of an old 
refrigerator truck (think of sweltering 
Brisbane summers and the potential 
wilt-factor on lettuce).

In the past, the social side of food 
coops has been another factor I’ve 
really enjoyed, with pick-up day often 
being an opportunity to stop and chat 
with other members.

After I had a child, the pick-up day 
chat became an opportunity for our 
kids to play together in the yard of 
whoever was “host house” for that 
month, while we parents would share 
stories about the highs and lows of 
parenting.

Of course, during a pandemic 
socialising is put on hold, but (fingers 
crossed) this won’t last forever.

I like the perspective that a food coop 
is a bit like an alternative economy, 
because they sit outside mainstream 
capitalist society and mean that we 
don’t need to be completely beholden 
to the supermarket giants.

It also feels good to know my food is 
coming from a sustainable, local and 
ethical supply chain where farmers get 

a fair price — a lot of them are doing it 
really tough right now.

I also have to admit that the 
supermarket giants’ record of providing 
cheap food through unscrupulous 
and extortionist behaviour towards 
farmers has left me feeling pretty 
uncomfortable — just one example 
being the $1 milk scandal and 
subsequent ACCC investigation that 
recently forced Coles to repay $5.25 
million after “farmer gouging”.

Many food-buying groups are small, 
organised between groups of friends, 
and are usually found through word-
of-mouth connections.

If  you’re interested in getting 
involved in a local food-buying group, 
the Green Vedge Organic Co-op has 
been running in Warrandyte for about 
16 years, using a choose-your-own 
model and they currently have space 
for another seven households.

You can contact Alison Margaritis 
on 0409 408 309 for more information.

Otherwise, you could start one 
yourself or check out the Open 
Food Network website that has 
Australia-wide information about 
food hubs,  buying direct  from 
farmers, research into alternative 
food systems and a searchable map 
to see what’s available in your area: 
about.openfoodnetwork.org.au 

The Open Food Network motto is: 
“Sometimes the best way to fix the 
system is to start a new one”, and I 
couldn’t agree more.

Rethinking how we find our fruit and veg

By CAROLYN NOEL
FRIENDS OF WARRANDYTE 
STATE PARK

MANY OF US find ourselves frustrated 
during this difficult time.

Unable to visit friends, run mosaic 
classes, or even meander the aisles of 
the grocery store, my hectic life seems 
to be at a standstill.

My grandparenting duties have 
been reduced to frustrating online 
chats; I can’t hug or play with my 
granddaughter or drive interstate to 
visit my grandsons.

I can’t have dinner or play games 

with my adult children.
One of the things that I am missing 

the most is a weekly session of 
volunteering with the Friends of the 
Warrandyte State Park (FOWSP).

When the Stage 3 lockdown came 
into place, Parks Victoria were quick 
to act for the safety of volunteers.

No more FOWSP on Thursday 
mornings to propagate the thousands 
of plants that sustain programs run by 
organisations such as Manningham 
Council, Melbourne Water, Parks Vic, 
not to mention the plethora of friends’ 
groups and local families who rely on 
us for plants for native revegetation 
projects.

But FOWSPians are a tenacious 
bunch!

For those particular native species 
that do better as cuttings or just 
don’t seem to want to grow from 
seed, FOWSP’s specialist propagator 
Alowyn, like many Victorians, is 
working from home propagating tip 
cuttings.

This is delicate work; plants can 
take anywhere from six to 18 months 
before being ready for planting in the 
garden.

L i n d a  i s  w o r k i n g  o n  s o m e 

similarly fiddly work, pricking out 
or transplanting hundreds of tiny 
eucalyptus seedlings and other fussy 
plants from seed trays into tubes.

Whilst the production of new plants 
has all but ceased, we were fortunate 
enough to be well underway with 
our autumn plant stock, with many 
varieties of wattles, pomaderris and 
grasses ready for planting.

Back in the old days (three weeks 
ago) a group of us met to prick out 
grass seedlings.

To date we have managed 2300.
So if you, like me, have found some 

extra time on your hands and are 
busily working in the garden, you’ll 
be relieved to know that FOWSP is 
still selling our range of precious 
local plants.

Forget wrangling trolley wipes, 
there’s nothing quite like spending 
social isolation watching the grass 
grow.

If you would like to order plants 
from the FOWSP nursery, email:
nursery@fowsp.org.au
A member of the team will then be in 
touch to arrange payment and safe, 
non-contact delivery.

Good news for the garden

THE CATASTROPHIC Coronavirus 
pandemic has brought into sharp focus 
the need for governments to balance 
the wider interests of the community 
against the perceived need to pursue 
economic growth at all costs.

This unsustainable economic model 
has led governments to chase short 
terms gains over the longer-term needs 
of people and the planet. 

We have seen this, for example, in the 
Federal Government’s unwillingness to 
take strong action to reduce Australia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions (even 
though a transition to a renewable 
economy will increase economic 
growth opportunities  

Science tells us that we are living on 
borrowed time. 

We are at a tipping point where 
planetary boundaries necessary for the 
long-term survival of our species and 
the planet are being crossed. 

150 years of unsustainable growth, 
power over people and the planet, 
greed and immorality have a heavy 
price.

COVID-19 is not Mother Earths’ 
revenge on us. 

It is a human-made disaster — 
brought about as a result of unfettered 
growth and our collective disregard for 
the natural environment. 

Encroachment on natural ecosystems 
through resource exploitation (for 
example,  logging and mining), 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y ,  h u m a n 

settlements, as well as climate change 
provide opportunities for pathogens to 
spill-over from wild animals to people, 
especially when the natural disease 
resistance that may result from rich 
biological diversity is lost. 

Diseases that have jumped to humans 
from other animal species are known 
as zoonoses. 

Apart from COVID-19, other examples 
include Ebola, HIV and SARS.  

Humans are destroying the ability of 
ecosystems to regulate such diseases.

The wanton exploitation of our natural 
environment must change. 

A different world must emerge.  
Arundhati Roy — world renowned 

author and environmental activist 
— reminds us, crisis moments can 
be portals to a different world. 

COVID-19 can be this portal.
But what might this different world 

look like? 
Imagine a world where we stabilise 

climate change, halt species extinction 
and increase forest cover. 

Imagine a world where global 

agriculture is regenerative, and farmers 
are viewed as guardians of ecosystems 
not just producers. 

Imagine a world where all inequality 
(race, gender, caste, age, ability) is 
overcome, and where violence is but 
a nightmare from the past. 

Imagine a world where people and 
the planet matter more than politics, 
power and profit. 

Imagine a world where no-one is left 
behind and where the Earth (our only 
home) is cared for. 

If a world like this world seems too 
idealistic, that is because for too long 
our leaders’ interests have become 
those of big business and vested 
interests. 

Their focus has become myopic — 
power and profit are their mantra. 

Their interests lay not in the masses, 
the vulnerable or the disenfranchised. 

They care little for the natural 
environment and its critical role in 
sustaining all life on Earth, running 
rough shod over the rights of everyday 
people and the planet. 

For too long we have become used 
to this, expecting so little from our 
leaders. 

This needs to change, if a different, 
kinder, and better world is possible.

In Arundhati Roy’s own words: “We 
can choose to walk through it, dragging 
the carcasses of our prejudice and 
hatred, our avarice, our data banks and 
dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky 
skies behind us. 

“Or we can walk through lightly, with 
little luggage, ready to imagine another 
world.

“And ready to fight for it.”
Thanks to Arundhati  Roy,  the 

Financial Times and the United 
Nations Environment Program for 
source material for this article. 

Charlotte Sterrett is a member 
of local climate change action 
group WarrandyteCAN. 
If you’d like to become a climate 
change hero, join us. 
They are on Facebook at: 
facebook.com/warrandytecan

By CHARLOTTE STERRETT 
WarrandyteCAN

green edge

Imagining a different world beyond COVID-19
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IN THE PREVIOUS two Diary editions 
I talked first about how the smallpox 
pandemic of 1789 was deliberately 
started by the Lieutenant Governor, 
Major Robert Ross. 

I then described how the disease 
spread throughout Australia, partly 
aided by the warning song that had 
been composed. 

Although the disease was new to 
Australia, in Europe and other parts 
of the world there had been rolling 
plagues of the smallpox virus through 
the entire eighteenth century. 

Any sur vivors gained lifetime 
immunity, so the overall death rate 
was usually 30 per cent to 40 per cent. 

In populations experiencing their 
first exposure to smallpox, such as 
the Americas in the 16th century and 
South Africa in the 17th century, the 
death rate was always around 90 per 
cent.

Au s t ra l i a n s  w e re  e v e n  m o re 
vulnerable as this was a completely 
disease free environment. 

There was no resistance to European 

diseases and even the common cold 
could kill. 

The resulting Australian death rate 
from the 1789 smallpox plague was 
therefore at least 90 per cent, with the 
actual numbers killed being at least 2.5 
million Australians. 

The enormity of this figure is hard 
to comprehend, even if it happened 
today. 

This article will therefore begin 
t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s 
that accompanied this massive 
depopulation. 

This is something I have never seen 
attempted before by any previous 
author, and one can only wonder at 
the reasons for this. 

The first point to understand is that, 
like the present day COVID-19 virus, 
the smallpox virus was not an equal 
opportunity disease. 

Some people who caught the disease 
survived, but this was only the fittest 10 
per cent of people from later childhood 
and up to middle-age. 

Like the present COVID-19 the 
elderly were particularly vulnerable 
to smallpox. 

Unlike COVID-19 however, young 
children were also particularly 
vulnerable. 

For those who caught smallpox in 
Australia, the harsh reality was as 
follows. 

If you were under six years old you 
were dead.  

If you were over sixty you were dead. 
If you were a pregnant woman you 

were dead. 
I  often use the term ‘Druidic 

Meritocracy’ to describe the nature of 
traditional Australian society. 

This means that people were 
promoted to authority in society solely 
on the basis of both their religious and 
secular knowledge. 

Both male and female Eldership was 
therefore achieved solely on merit, 
and through meeting the twin tests of 
knowledge and character.

So just think about the implications 
from that aspect for a moment. 

Suddenly in one fell swoop, a whole 
generation of Elders, both men and 
women, is wiped out before the next 
generation of Elders have completed 
their training. 

Nothing could have prepared them 
for this dislocation.

At the other end of the scale the 
youngest generation has also been 
wiped out, along with every pregnant 
woman. 

This meant that suddenly there were 
more men than women and there was 
a dearth of women of marriageable 
age. 

Not only that, but there was going to 
be a dearth of marriageable women for 
the next generation.

In traditional Australian society men 
had no say in who married who. 

Marriage was controlled by women 
a generation ahead by a process of 
mother-in-law gifting. 

Men had to be proven hunters and 
providers before they could marry, so 
were usually in their mid-twenties or 
later when they did. 

On the other hand girls were married 
at about 14, so a husband might be 10 
or 15 years older than their wife. 

This meant that a man was around 
the same age as their future mother-
in-law. 

Both grew up knowing each other, 
and knew that the as yet unborn child 
of the girl would be the future wife of 
the boy. 

So to make sure there was no 
possibility of a sexual attraction 
between a future mother-in law and 
her future son-in-law, he was never 
allowed to look at her face. 

He would rather blunder into a tree 

than look at his mother-in-law. 
Some might think it is an excellent 

rule.  
How e v e r,  i n  t h e  ap o ca l y p t i c 

post-smallpox world of Australia, 
these generation-ahead marital 
arrangements were thrown into chaos. 

Female authority was consequently a 
prime casualty of the smallpox plague. 

A man’s marital prospects now 
depended almost solely on either 
elopement or abduction, and this had 
two results.

First, previously unknown levels of 
domestic violence now became an 
institutionalised norm, and in some 
communities this result is still being 
felt more than two hundred and thirty 
years later. 

Second, as the rate of wife abductions 
increased, so did inter-tribal conflict. 

Inter-tribal killings reached heights 
never seen before, prompting settlers 
and historians to falsely conclude that, 
like domestic violence, this was an age-
old traditional norm. 

Historians have even gone so far as 
to count up the number of frontier 
period deaths recorded, to conclude 
it exceeded the deaths of Australian 
soldiers in the First World War. 

And this proves exactly what?

The social impacts of our greatest pandemic

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

By STEPHANIE FOXLEY

mental health

GRIEF, THE loss of the lifestyle we 
once had, our family SECURITY and 
the FEAR of how we will cope in the 
future is something that is affecting 
many of our community during this 
period of social distancing, isolation 
and job losses due to COVID-19.

Grief is the direct result of loss or 
change and it is a natural part of 
human development.

Grief is the internal reaction to loss.
This loss is not only felt from the 

death of a loved one, it can also come 
from many other areas including 
divorce, relocation, job loss, chronic 
or terminal illness and yes, even 
COVID-19.

If you have lost someone close to 
you from this pandemic, you may 
be suffering a range of feelings, 
especially if you were not able to be 
with that person in their final days.

It has been an unprecedented time, 
with only 10 people allowed to attend 
funerals, restricted visits to the elderly 
in care homes and in some cases, no 

visiting of those in hospital.
If you are struggling with the 

multiple effects of COVID-19; the 
isolation, the social distancing the 
loss of financial security, you might 
also be finding it hard to explain your 
feelings to your friends and family.

So many emotions are bombarding 
us through this challenging time 
and dealing with them can be very 
difficult.

What should we look out for?
Often our  emotions include 

symptoms of depression, low mood, 
lack of enthusiasm, poor sleep 
patterns and feelings of anxiety or 
fear.

Sometimes the sense of “loss” takes 
time to develop and at first it doesn’t 
actually feel real.

You may even be in “denial”, that in 
fact, this is all a “bad dream” and it 
hasn’t really happened.

But, as reality sets in and you find 
yourself living within these new 
set of rules, or without a job, or 
compromised income, you may 
also find yourself suffering from 
waves of anger, more disbelief and an 
overwhelming feeling of helplessness.

This can cause even mild-mannered 
individuals to strike out, verbally 

or even physically, at those close to 
them.

If this resonates with you, please 
reach out to a friend, communicate 
with your partner or talk to a qualified 
counsellor.

The “five stages” of grief described 
by Elizabeth Kübler Ross may help 
you recognise any of the distinctive 
feelings you are experiencing.

These feelings may come in any 
order and in any strength, and 
sometimes simply knowing that these 
feelings and emotions are natural can 
help you identify why you are feeling 
the way you do.

DENIAL: The shock and numbness of 
what has happened, disbelief.
ANGER: The inward anger or outward 
outbursts.
BARGAINING: Desperation to find 
an alternative solution, why did this 
happen to me?
DEPRESSION:  The feeling that 
everything is lost, or even despair.
ACCEPTANCE: Acknowledgement 
of the current situation, acceptance 
of the loss.
Fear may also be a direct result of your 
loss; fear about the future, how you 
will cope, how your family will cope.

Fear of losing your home 
or your lifestyle

Fear is a natural human reaction, 
but it can negatively impact our 
thinking or decision making and it 
is important to recognise that this 
fear may make you susceptible to 
unbalanced emotions.

Even though these emotions are 
a natural result of this very unusual 
circumstance, they are not helpful 
when trying to find a solution to 
the new situation in which you find 
yourself.

It is important to discover ways to 
bring some balance back into your 
life.

Try and find some positives out of the 
negatives; embrace the opportunity to 
cultivate deeper relationships with 
your family or with friends; change 
direction or do an online course to 
enhance your qualifications and 
future employability.

While the Government is bringing 
in support for many people who have 
found themselves in a compromised 
position, this financial support may 
not be considered enough by some 
and it will take time for adjustment.

You may even feel undervalued or 
undermined.

In some cases it will be far less than 
what you are normally accustomed 
to living on.

Others may find that they have fallen 
between the cracks and this can be 
extremely distressing, increasing the 
sense of fear about the future.

It is important to get informed 
advice about your rights and eligibility 
for support.

Y O U R  M E N TA L  H E A LT H  i s 
paramount, without a clear head, it 
is very difficult to navigate the path 
ahead.
Stephanie Foxley is a Warrandyte 
based counsellor who offers face-
to-face and online counselling 
services. Medibank, Bupa, Police 
Health Fund and Doctor’s Health 
fund accredited. Member of ACA 
and CCAA, Provisional member of 
PACFA
 0407 921 122 
newlifehealingspace@gmail.com
Coronavirus Health Information 
Line: 1800 020 080
Beyondblue Australia: 1300 22 4636
Lifeline: (Crisis Support) 13 11 14
Kids helpling (5–25): 1800 551 800
Headspace (12–25): 1800 650 890
Health and Human Services:
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au

Struggling with grief in its many shapes and forms

By BIANCA PARKYN 
PETS CAN be better at controlling blood 
pressure than drugs.

According to the Harvard Medical 
School, several studies have shown that 
dog owners have lower blood pressure 
than non-owners — probably because 
their pets have a calming effect on them 
and because dog owners tend to get 
more exercise. 

However, the power of touch also 
appears to be an important part of this 
“pet effect.” 

Several studies show that blood 
pressure goes down when a person 
pats a dog.

While we all know the power of talking 
about your problems with a friend who’s 
also a good listener, research shows 
that spending time with a pet may be 
even better! 

A study showed that when conducting 
a task that’s stressful, people actually 
experienced less stress when their 
pets were with them than when a 
supportive friend, or even their spouse, 
was present.

Every animal lover can, and ought, to 
take the time to learn to listen to their 
animal friends and communicate with 
them.  

We can receive several lessons from 
our animal friends as they live in the 
moment and go with the flow of life 
right now.

So much has happened in such a short 
time with the world as we know it.  

Animals are highly intuitive and pick 
up our vibes.  

Are your pets being more cuddly and 
offering you extra hugs?  

Animals see in pictures, so they can 
pick up your thoughts and sense your 
emotions.  

They can sense anxiety and fear in us 
and often mirror what is going on in us.  

Your feline friends may be purring 
more.  

This is usually a positive sign and 
cats are great healers as they sit in the 
area where people require healing for 
example the chest and heart area.

Animals are supporting us to stay 
calm, grounded, and present in the 
moment.  

They rely on us to feed them and 
keep us in a routine such as providing 
exercise and home grooming for them.  

Often making us laugh and smile with 
their funny little traits and personalities. 

Lately, I have been noticing the birds 
and how much freedom they have.  

They show us how to fly above our 
current situation.

The wildlife I see from my window 
make me smile and laugh and remind 
me to lighten up and have fun.  

Pets teach us to be unselfish, they 
hold us accountable to keep them fit 
and healthy and trust us with their 
wellbeing.  

They aid us to take our mind off 
ourselves for a while.

Our pets listen to our issues, put up 
with us singing in or out of tune, love to 
hang out with us at every opportunity 
no matter what we are wearing, what we 
look like, and are non-judgmental even 
when we are feeling down.

In fact, much research shows that 
nursing home residents report less 
loneliness when visited by dogs than 
when they spend time with other 
people. 

Pets can offer love and companionship, 
and can also enjoy comfortable silences, 
and are excellent snugglers.  

They love us unconditionally, 
regardless of race or religion, or how 
we look — and they are always there to 
give us a hug.

And they think we look fabulous in 
that dress. 

Pets provide support in troubled times

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
SEVERAL YEARS ago, having noticed 
damage in the garden, my daughter 
suggested we may have deer visiting. 

As her fiancé had regular sightings 
of deer on his farm in Kancoona she 
was familiar with their habits.  

We placed a night camera out one 
evening, and sure enough, we had 
deer.

As anyone in the Warrandyte area 
knows, they are dangerous to drivers 
and a nightmare to gardens. 

What I have observed over the years 
since our first sighting is that they 
tend to be more prevalent from May 
through to October. 

This is when they rub the newly 
formed velvet off their antlers — on 
anything they can rub up against. 

Whilst looking for the appropriate 
tree, they damage much of the garden.

Although they only trample the 
native trees they seem to love 

eating the citrus trees and last year 
completely devoured my — finally 
fruiting — passion fruit vine.

It would have been very helpful 
if COVID-19 had gone for the deer 
instead of us!

Because we are now dealing with a 
much greater issue I am not sure if this 
ever growing deer problem has been 
put on the backburner. 

I hope not.
Beware gardeners!

Oh deer — it’s that 
time of year again!

opinion



SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

Diligent Home
Maintenance

Home maintenance & Handymen based in 
Templestowe
Reliable Home Maintenance & Repairs

Home Restoration
Kitchen & Bathroom
Renovations

Tiling

Carpenerting

Welding

Painting

Roof Rejuvenation

and more...
Call or email us today for a quote:

0415 130 260
diligenthomemaintenance@gmail.com
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what’s open

The Warrandyte Diary team understand the importance of community. Our What’s Open guide will help you connect with local businesses. So whether you need a personal trainer or 
a solicitor, ideas for dinner or a birthday present. Living and shopping locally benefits not only your own health, but ensures our businesses do not simply survive, but thrive.
Note: This list is compiled by the editorial team on information available at time of publishing. Please remember to support our regular advertisers, listed throughout the paper.

Food & beverage

Produce

Warrandyte Quality Meats
Goldfields Plaza
402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road
Warrandyte 
9844 1563
Monday – Friday, 10am–6pm
Saturday, 10am–1pm

Warrandyte Hot Bread
Goldfields Plaza
402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road
Warrandyte 
Monday – Saturday, 7:30am–5pm
Sunday, 7:30am–2:30pm
Pies, bread, cakes

Warrandyte Bakery
193–197 Yarra Street
9844 1809
Monday – Sunday, 7am–5:30pm
Hot and cold pies, bread, coffee, cakes

Aumanns at Warrandyte
150 Harris Gully Road, Warrandyte
9844 3464
aumannsproduce.com.au
Monday – Friday, 7am–6pm 
Saturday – Sunday, 8am–5pm
Café closed until further notice

Bellview Farm 
19–25 Stintons Road, Park Orchards
0412 418 966
Free Range Eggs
Farm Fresh Eggs normally sold at 
Warrandyte Market, available from the 
farm gate.

Replenished Wholefoods
272 Yarra Street
0428 948 494
www.replenishedwholefoods.com

Italian
Bocca Italian Pizzaria
104 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte
9844 0396
Full menu available.
Collection or delivery via Uber Eats/
Doordash
Wednesday – Sunday, 5pm–9pm

Bubbas Pizza
188 Yarra Street
Warrandyte
9844 0099
Sunday – Thursday, 5pm–9pm
Friday – Saturday, 5pm–10pm
No-contact delivery available

Zest Handcrafted Pizza
6/35 Drysdale Road
Warrandyte
9844 4073
Wednesday — Monday from 5pm

Asian
Mings
6/92 Melbourne Hill Road
9844 2288
Take away service
Open Tuesday – Sunday

Mumma Dumpling
188-202 Yarra Street. Warrandyte
9844 5688
Full menu, take away only
Friday – Monday, 5:30pm–8:30pm

Vanilla Orchid
188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
9844 5778
www.vanillaorchid.com.au
Take away
Tuesday – Sunday, 5:30pm–9pm
Delivery service available until 8:30pm

Nardee Indian Restaurant
282 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
9844 3674
Take away
Seven nights, 5:30pm–10pm

Indian Affair
1/35 Drysdale Rd, Warrandyte
9844 4974
indianaffairrestaurant.com.au
Takeaway and delivery
7 days, 5pm–9:30pm
Thursday, Friday lunch, 12pm–2:30pm

Ready meals
ember
152 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
9844 5548
info@emberdining.com.au
www.emberdining.com.au
Wednesday – Sunday, 4pm–8pm
ember takeaway and ember essentials.

Blue Pear Pantry
0415 170 733
deb@bluepearpantry.com.au
www.bluepearpantry.com.au
Award winning pies and sausage rolls 
delivered. ready to heat and eat.

Grand Hotel
110 Yarra St, Warrandyte
9844 3202
grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au 
Take away menu
Wednesday – Sunday 4pm – 8pm 
Serve at home menu 
Monday – Sunday 12pm – 8pm 
Call 9844 3202 & Dial 1 (bookings)

Take away coffee
Cocoa Moon
166 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Monday – Friday 8:30am–3pm
Weekends, 8:30am–4:30pm

Now and Not Yet Cafe
148 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Open 7 days, 9am–2pm
Socially empowered coffee and food

White Owl 
Goldfields Plaza
402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road, 
Warrandyte
Monday – Saturday, 8:30am–1pm

River View Cafe
262 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Monday – Saturday, 6am–4:30pm
Sunday, 7am–4:30pm

Food for all Seasons
254 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Monday – Sunday, 8am–4pm
Take away food and coffee and cakes.

Cafe Z
1530 Main Road, Research
Monday – Saturday, 7am–2pm
Community based cafe specialising 
in great coffee and homemade 
deliciousness with Turkish influence. 
Take home meals available!

Bottleshop
&

Cellar Doors
Grand Hotel
110 Yarra St, Warrandyte
Wednesday – Sunday, 3pm–8pm 

Hops & Vine
242 Yarra St, Warrandyte
9844 5590
Monday – Saturday, 11am–8pm
Sunday, 11am–6pm

Sweets & cakes
Sassafras Sweet Company
207 Yarra St, Warrandyte
9844 3011
sweetco.com.au
Monday – Sunday, 12pm–5pm

Miss Sprinkles
www.misssprinkles.com.au
0409 079 902
Shop 7/5 Hopetoun Road, Park Orchards
Wednesday – Saturday, 9am–2pm
Cupcakes and celebration cakes.

Asterisk Kitchen
0429 302 212
www.asteriskkitchen.com.au
Catering
French biscuits, meringues, lavosh and 
grissini.

Garden
Warran Glen Nursery
373 Ringwood – Warrandyte Rd, 
Warrandyte
www.warranglen.com.au 
Nursery & gift shop open 10am–4pm
Cafe closed.

Friends of Warrandyte State Park 
(FOWSP) Nursery
The Pound, Warrandyte
Nursery closed to public, online orders 
at www.fowsp.org.au
nursery@fowsp.org.au to arrange 
contactless pickup

Platylobium
0409 178 030
platylobium.com.au
nadia@platylobium.com.au 
Native landscape design service, 

Quinton’s SUPA IGA
Goldfields Plaza
402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Rd, 

  Warrandyte 
9844 3089
info@quintonsiga.com.au
Monday – Sunday, 7am–8pm
Delivery and click-and-collect available

Rob Dolan Wines
9876 5885.
robdolan.com.au
21-23 Delaneys Rd, South Warrandyte
Cellar Door, wine and cheese platters

Yard Birds Gardens
0400 548 468
Landscaping and garden mainteance

Riverside Sand and Soil
1 Mahoneys Court, Warrandyte 
9844 3329
Monday – Friday, 7am–5pm
Saturday, 8am-3pm
Touch free payment available.

BMC Tree Services
Ben McLean 0417 364 178
Tree removal, tree pruning & surgery
Stump removal, free quotes



All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

STAY FOCUSSED 
RETAIN YOUR VISION 

TRUST US WITH YOUR SIGHT
Contact us for your next spectacles or contact lenses

Ask about our no gap options with extras cover

New opening hours due to COVID-19, see listing above
Ph 9844 4422  warrandyte@eyeson.com.au

Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 8 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

DIARY MINI ADS

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

OPEN FOR BUSINESS?
Contact us to discuss 

listings and advertising
info@warrandytediary.com.au

MAY 2020 Warrandyte Diary 21

what’s open

Email: info@wnh.org.au | Phone: 9844 1839

These difficult times can feel lonely and upsetting.
Neighbourhood House staff are calling people who might 

appreciate a friendly chat and check-in during self-isolation.
Contact us if you would like to be added to our call list.

warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Gifts
Calla Collective
142 Yarra Street
9844 3969
www.callacollective.com.au
callacollective@gmail.com
Arts and crafts, gifts
Physical store closed
Virtual and delivery options available.

SheEarth Gems
9844 5525
www.etsy.com/shop/sheearth
Gemstones and crystals
Physical store closed until further notice, 
but Etsy shop is fully operational so go 
online for a look.

Minnie & Lou
0434 841 530 
https://etsy.me/3dphrEY
Eco gift stationery (greeting cards, gift 
tags), art prints and wheat bags (heat 
packs). Made in Warrandyte
Postal deliver for all orders

Home Services

Mr Grumpy’s Repairs and Painting
0420 969 965
grumpyrepairsandpainting@gmail.com
Home maintenance

Carr-pentry and Home Maintenance
Dan Carr
0425 400 359
Decking, rennovations, repairs. 
Help get that to-do list completed

Ironing Be Gone
0438 698 872
tlyoul@hotmail.com
Ironing Service.

Personal Services
Essentially Hair by Emma
9844 0798
104 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Tuesday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Late night Tuesday and Thursday by 
appointment

Ivory Hearing
9844 5863
Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Road. 
Warrandyte
Audiologists, Hearing aids.

Fitness
rivvaPT
0419 553 058
Warrandyte based 
one-on-one personal training

Functionally Fit
0438311349
info@functionallyfit.com.au
Exercise Physiologist and Nutrition

Pet care
Dogdayz
9844 3292
Dog boarding
Day care and boarding for dogs. Free 
animal transport for Warrandytians 
boarding until further notice.

Media services

The Online Fix
theonlinefix.com
kirri@theonlinefix.com
0428 660 015
Digital marketing and audit solution.

Thinking Printing
Unit 4, 156-160 New Street, Ringwood
www.thinkingprinting.com.au
9879 8722 or 0418 522 140
Full service printers.
Free contactless delivery to Warrandyte 
and surrounds.

Professional
Warrandyte Community Bank
9844 2233
Banking, investments, insurance
Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm
142 Yarra Street, Warrandyte

Madison Sloan Lawyers
9879 0734 
melisa@madisonsloanlawyers.com.au
Legal Services
Monday – Friday, 9am–5pm

Hoskins Real Estate
67 Mitcham Road,
Donvale, VIC 3111 
9874 7677 / 0411 619 336 
kathy@hoskins.com.au

H2Pro Plumbing
9844 1444
24 Hour emergency assistance.

A1 Fix Plumbing
0438 537 773
Commercial, Domestic and Industrial 
plumbing

Warrandyte Glass
9879 0373 or 0418 369 294
All types of glass, glazing, mirrors
and shower screens

Diligent Home Maintance
0415 130 260
Roof rejuvenation, Home restoration, 
kitchen rennovations, Carpentry, 
Welding, Tiling, Paining and more.

Select Metal Roofing
0411 267 490
Licenced roof plumbers
Re-roofing, new roofs, gutters, 
gutterguard, rainwater tanks, skylights 

Research Septic Tank Cleaning
9437 0108 or 0407 337 359
60 Research Road, Research

Bond Locksmiths
9877 7844
Locksmiths  — Domestic, commercial, 
automotive and safes

Carter Art
0418 357 282
Artistry in Iron
Hand crafted, functional products with 
artistic qualities.
Hand rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware

Hopetoun Natural Therapies
9879 0370
3/616 Park Road, Park Orchards
Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays
9am – 5pm

Lavrin and Lawrence
9846 3811
1 Milne Street, Templestowe
Specialist Orthodontist
Get a virtual consultation from home.

Curlew Creative
www.curlewcreative.com.au 
0438 841 090
Graphic Designer
Logos, Brochures, Websites, Posters, 
Marketing, Illustration, Photography 
and much more...

42K Media
42kmedia.com.au
hello@42kmedia.com.au
0429 121 969
Digital media and video production 
services for the Warrandyte 
community and surrounds.
Contact us to discuss how to use live 
streaming to engage with your clients.

Warrandyte Vets
9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Road, 
Warrandyte
Caring for all family pets

Replicat
1300 727 685
CDs, DVDs, Vinyl, USBs Packaging, 
Promotional Products.

Jellis Craig Real Estate
Chris Chapman 0421 736 592
Mandy Berenyi 0413 841 259
jelliscraig.com.au

Eyes On Warrandyte
Optometrists
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9am-
10am
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 9am-1pm
Consultation available Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday
See ad below for contact details

PTAS Accounting
9844 2409
Certified Practicing Accountants
Business accounting specialists
ptasaccountants.com.au

Rush and Hampshire
98744 4646 
163 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
Baristers and Solicitors

Peter Gardiner
9844 1111 
Barristers and Solicitors
Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue, Warrandyte

John Roberts and Associates
9844 2661 
Certified Practicing Accountants
Tax returns, electronic lodgement 
service, Accounting and Business 
Consultants
Shop 5, 35-37 Drysdale Road, 
Warrandyte

New Life Healing
Stephanie Foxley 0407 921 122
Counselling and Wellbeing
Online counsellling available
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By SANDI MILLER
DURING STAGE 3 restrictions, Rob 
Dolan Winery has found an inventive 
way to ensure food and wine lovers 
can still enjoy the best produce from 
the Yarra Valley — and it is proving to 
be a hit.

A large part of Rob Dolan Wines 
market has traditionally been with 
restaurants, and like them, cellar doors 
are now switching to takeaway.

Kate McGee, Head of Sales and 
Marketing at Rob Dolan Wines said 
that popping into the cellar door is still 
welcomed, but with many preferring 
contactless purchases, a Cellar Door to 
Car Boot service is making it easier for 
elderly customers or parents with small 
children to keep to social distancing.

Rob Dolan told the Diary that their 
Cellar Door to Car Boot initiative and 
takeaway cheese and wines packs are 
proving very popular with the locals.

“ We  a re  e n c o u ra g i n g  p e o p l e 
whilst out picking up groceries on 
their essential trip runs to swing past for 
a contactless wine pick up,” said Rob.

Either order online, or phone ahead 
and pay over the phone, then park 
the car, pop their boot and the cellar 

door team will hand deliver their wine 
straight to your car.

The whole team are pitching in, with 
Rob Dolan himself often running the 
precious nectar out to the driveway.

He said he has been delighted with 
the response they have had from local 
residents who are keen to support a 
local independent winery.

While the wine tastings have had to 
be put on hold for now, there is no 
doubt that any wine you choose will 
be a winner.

“Take our word for it, you’ll enjoy the 
entire range” said Rob.

The range includes something for 
everyone, with grapes sourced from 
some of the best vineyards across the 
Yarra Valley, and many are vegan-
friendly.

With a vast selection — reds, whites, 
sparking, fortified, desert and rosé — 
there is just so many to choose from.

Yo u  c a n  a l s o  a d d  t a k e a w a y 
cheese packs to provide the perfect 
accompaniment to your selection.

With events across the country being 
cancelled and lazy days on the Rob 
Dolan verandah off the cards for 
now, you can recreate the Cellar Door 

experience in your very own home with 
a takeaway picnic pack. 

The winery has had to cancel many 
of its wedding bookings, and they 
have seen several couples who have 
postponed their big day come to take 
home a wine and cheese pack and 
have a picnic at home to celebrate what 
would have been their wedding day.

And it would be a great way to give 
Mum a special treat on Mother’s Day.

Customers can design their own pack 
to include: two cheeses (choose from 
Stone and Crow Cheese Company, 
Yarra Valley Dairy or The Vegan Dairy), a 
packet of Dench Bakers lavosh crackers, 
two Rob Dolan branded GoVinos 
wine glasses, two biodegradable and 
compostable wooden cutlery and 
napkin sets and a bottle of wine of your 
choosing (True Colours, Black Label or 
White Label) 

And it is just $55, or $65 for the vegan 
option.

To place an order  for  any of 
the  Rob D olan rang e,  cal l  the 
cellar door on 9876 5885 ot go to: 
robdolanwines.com.a.

Pick up from their cellar door at  
Delaneys Road, South Warrandyte.

Bringing that cellar door experience home

NILLUMBIK Council is supporting 
its vibrant arts community during the 
difficult time of COVID-19. 

Nillumbik Mayor Karen Egan said 
Council is releasing a series of “In 
the Time of COVID-19” employment 
opportunities for artists that are aimed 
at engaging artists in doing what they 
do best — responding to the world 
around them. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
impacted us all and disrupted the 
connections and interactions that 
are integral to everyday life and the 
pursuit of arts and cultural activities,” 
Cr Egan said. 

“The arts sector has been among 
the hardest hit by the rapid economic 
shutdowns and important social 
distancing measures put in place to 
mitigate these extremely challenging 
circumstances.” 

The three programs — Live Streaming 
in the Time of COVID-19, Art in the 
Time of COVID-19 and Writing in the 

Time of COVID-19 — not only provide 
paid opportunities to local artists and 
writers, but also deliver high-quality 
artistic outcomes to the Nillumbik 
community. 
Live-Streaming in the time of COVID 

Council is offering paid live streaming 
opportunities to artists. 

The events can feature any art form 
such as a visual arts demo, an art 
workshop, a studio tour, theatre or 
literary reading. 

Art in the Time of COVID-19 
Artists are invited to apply for 

visual arts commissions to create 
new artworks in any medium that 
respond to the theme “Art in the Time 
of COVID-19”. 

Commissions of $2,500 each will 
be offered in the local category for 
artists who live, work, play or study in 
Nillumbik.

Commissions of $5,000 each will 
be offered to artists across Australia 

including local artists. 
C o u n c i l  h o p e  t o  e x h i b i t 

commissioned artworks in September 
during Council’s Major Collections 
Exhibition at Montsalvat (subject to 
social distancing restrictions). 

Writing in the time of COVID 
Writers are invited to respond to the 

current circumstances in short texts of 
100 words or less. 

Submissions could be poetry, fiction 
or non-fiction. 

Selected texts will be “published” 
as temporary public artworks on 
footpaths throughout Nillumbik, with 
payment to the writers for the use of 
their work. 

How to apply
Applications for the three programs 
open Friday, May 1 and close on May 24. 
To apply or for more information 
go to nillumbik.vic.gov.au/artist-
opportunities or call Council on 
 9433 3111.

New grant schemes to support Nillumbik artists

By CHRIS RISBY
A LOCAL NILLUMBIK artist has been 
featured on Channel 7 reality show 
House Rules: High Stakes. 

The series has entered a partnership 
with Art Lovers Australia, providing an 
opportunity for homegrown Australian 
artists to have their work selected 
to be the centrepiece of one of the 
renovations featured in the show.

House Rules has brand new hosts 
Jamie Durie and Abbey Way, a whole 
new judging panel and has changed up 
the format, placing the arts at the very 
centre, which is perfectly fitting for a 
city like Melbourne.

For local artist Fern Siebler it has been 
the opportunity of a lifetime to be able 
to present her artwork Can’t be Broken 
to an enormous audience. 

Her artwork was featured on a recent 
episode as part of the renovation by 
House Rules contestants Lenore and 
Bradley for Cranbourne couple Kayne 
and Aimee’s home.

The addition of her artwork in the 
show is very exciting. 

Fern recalls, “When Nancy from Art 
Lovers Australia called me late one 
evening with the exciting news my 
work had been chosen, we both giggled 
excitedly, as the contestants had asked 
to split my painting into a diptych”. 

This is ironic, given the work is titled 
Can’t be Broken, and a diptych is a work 
divided into two pieces.

The artwork itself sits on two canvases 
and is a deeply expressive, abstract 
artwork consisting of rosy pinks, muted 
greens, and icy blues, neatly tied 
together with sparkling gold detailing, 
typical of Fern’s works.

Fern says that the painting has a very 
special and deep meaning. 

“The paintings were inspired by 
strength — and how, even when we 
might have things happen to us that are 
bad, we can’t be broken.” 

Fern said, “I’m a true believer that if 
we fall, we rise stronger than before — 
we are filled with more knowledge, self-
love and strength than before whatever 
it was that happened, and for that we 
will be forever more filled with love and 
gratitude — this is powerful.”

In Fern’s eyes, now more than ever it 
is important to focus on and immerse 
ourselves in the art world and support 
our local Australian artists through 
these trying times. 

“Art has pulled me out of many really 
hard times in my life, I find the process 
of creating healing and therapeutic. 

“I have no doubt it will help me 
time and time again and right now it 
is helping me personally navigate this 
terrible crisis. 

“Whether you are painting yourself, 
looking at art or hanging art in your 
home, I believe it can have a huge 
positive impact on your life and your 
mental health.”

Fern adds, “I only hope you feel a 
sense of strength and calm when you 
look at my paintings, knowing that 
whatever happens it will be okay.”

Fern grew up in a small town named 
Taggerty in regional Victoria. 

This is where her passion for the Earth, 
the flow of nature, and for all things 
colour began. 

Currently she enjoys living, fully 
engulfed in the vibrant creative 
Eltham community, with the natural 

bush landscapes reminiscent of her 
hometown.

Fern is a qualified graphic designer 
(BA Communication Design) and a 
self-taught artist. 

Her abstractions are best known to 
be layered and flowing, inspired by the 
fluidity and movement of the earth’s 
elements.

Her works can be found all over the 
world in private collections, businesses, 
and homes, including artworks in 
Canada, The United States, New 
Zealand, London, Dubai, and of course 
a lot closer to home here in Australia.
To see more of Fern’s work, visit: 
artloversaustralia.com.au/vendor/
fern-siebler

Local artist in the spotlight
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SOME CULTURES believe that when 
you take a persons photograph, you are 
capturing their soul.
Although that sounds quite nonsensical, 
I believe it to be true with great 
portraiture.

We certainly can capture the essence 
of a person’s energy in a photograph; we 
can show that individual’s personality 
and the depth of their sensitivity.

Other  aspects  of  the subjects 
personality can show up too, including, 
curiosity, anger, arrogance, cruelty, 
defiance, empathy, compassion and 
lovingness.

For the photographer, it’s all about 
connection.

You must try to build rapport with 
your subject.

Make small talk and take an interest 
in their lives and opinions.  

When your subject is comfortable with 
you, they can take off their mask and 
reveal themselves.

Good portraiture is a subtle art and 
requires you to build trust in a very 
short time.

The best lens to use is a telephoto lens 
such as an 80-200 ml.

These longer lenses will knock your 
background out of focus and make the 
subject’s face more prominent.

It is said that “the eyes are the windows 
to the soul” and that’s exactly where you 
should focus during a portraiture shoot.

Focus on the eye that is closest to the 
camera, this is a hard and fast rule and 
should always be obeyed. 

Keep the background as plain and 

simple as possible and keep your F stop 
as wide open as possible if you wish to 
achieve a blurred background.

If  the subject ’s  surrounds are 
important to the story you are wishing 
to tell, you can change to a wide-angle 
lens and incorporate the surrounding 
environment into the frame of your 
picture. 

The best place for your subject to look, 
is straight into the lens.

In this way, when a viewer looks at 
your portrait, the subject will appear to 
be looking straight at them.

This will instantly provide connection 
between your subject and the viewer.

Be bossy, take control of the shoot 
and move the subject around the 
environment.

Remember that after the shoot, it will 
be too late to take the shot that you 
wanted to.

All you had to do was ask, avoid that 
regret.

I once photographed two elderly 
brothers from Dargo outside an old 
log cabin that their father had built a 
century before.

The shoot was a photographer’s dream 
come true!

All I had to do was pose the gentlemen 
in front of the atmospheric old building 
and shoot.

Don’t be lazy, grab these opportunities 
when they present themselves. 

Good hunting and may you capture 
many souls with your trusty DSLR 
cameras!

Bill has been commissioned by 
Manningham Council to photograph 
“Manningham in Isolation” for 
an upcoming exhibition at the 
Manningham gallery.

By BILL McAULEY

talking images

Bill’s tips on perfect portraiture

1. This portrait of the Dalai Lama shows 
his openness and fun loving nature. 
Taken with a 200 ml telephoto lens with 
available light 250th sec at F 2.8.

2. Using the ambient light coming 
through a window, rocker Alice Cooper 
generously shares his humanity with 
the camera by looking straight into the 
lens.  We talked about song lyrics for 
20 minutes before firing the shutter.  
Taken with a 135 ml telephoto lens, 
125th sec at F 2.8.

3. Brothers’ Edward and Matthew 
Lasich show their honesty and 
vulnerability outside their log cabin at 
Dargo. This is an example of including 
the environment during a portraiture 
shoot. Taken with a 20 ml wide-angle 
lens, 250th sec at F 5.6.

2

1
By JO FRENCH
HALLS AND THEATRES around 
the country have been forced to 
close their doors indefinitely, our 
Mechanics Institute hall included.

Home to the Warrandyte Theatre 
Company, the Chocolate Lilies 
Choir, dance groups, pottery and 
painting groups and the Repair 
Café, our hall is the heartbeat of our 
community.

“Our hall provides a venue and other 
support to the creative endeavours 
of the Warrandyte community”, 
said David Tynan, President of the 
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute and 
Arts Association (WMIAA).

But while it is closed a light has 
been left on, lighting up the hall’s 
sign on these quiet nights.

Traditionally known as a ghost 
light, this light is a beacon of hope for 
not just our community but for the 
arts community in Australia.

Our hall is a community space 
owned by the people of Warrandyte 
and the WMIAA act as the custodians 
for the hall and property.

Officially opened in 1928, our 
hall has been the focal point of 
numerous productions, gatherings 
and exhibitions for over 91 years.

But now our hall needs our help 
and the WMIAA are reaching out to 
the community.

In their words, there is “no pottery, 
no painting, no music or craft.

“No theatre productions that 
generate most of our income, no 
regular groups hiring the hall.” 

With cancelled performances 
income has ceased yet, with bills to 
pay and maintenance still required, 
expenses still mount up.

Enter stage left… “Friends of The 
Hall”.

Friends of the Hall is a fundraiser 
recently launched by the WMIAA 
committee to help “keep the arts 
alive in Warrandyte”.

President of the WMIAA, David 
Tynan said, “We basically make $5-
10k per show, and have lost between 
one and three shows this year.

“This is about $30k plus what we 
would get in hall hires.”

Looking to find income to help with 
ongoing expenses, the fundraiser 
has been set up with a goal of raising 
$10k.

“That would allow us to pay 
our insurance, our caretaker and 
maintenance costs and our utilities 
for the remainder of the year,” said 
David. 

As the Diary goes to print, the total 
of donations currently sits at $7,767.

“We are very pleased with the 
response from the community so 
far,” said David.

“Thank you to those that have 
already given, without this support 
we would be in the red already.”

Become a friend of the hall and keep 
the arts alive in Warrandyte.
www.trybooking.com/au/donate/foth
Donations of any size are very 
much appreciated and every dollar 
counts.

Our hall needs our help

LIFE HAS NOT changed much for us 
as accountants with a home based 
practice.  

However, we have been so busy, 
we have made a point of spoiling 
ourselves on a Saturday night by 
purchasing a package of prepared 
ingredients from Mercers in Eltham 
for our evening meal.  

We watch the video of Stephen 
Mercer cooking the meal from the 
ingredients we have collected from 
his restaurant and try to emulate 

the brilliant outcome Stephen has 
demonstrated.

Of course this meal is accompanied 
by a good wine from our cellar which 
is rapidly diminishing given the length 
of our self-isolation.  

On special occasions during the 
week we have also celebrated with 
beautiful meals from Ember and who 
can go past chicken parmigiana from 
the Grand Hotel or Thai, Indian et 
cetera. when cooking has become 
a chore.  

We encourage everyone to support 
our local restaurants during this time 
so that they and their staff can remain 
employed.

Dining out at home

By JAN & BRIAN SPURRELL

iso dining
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By TRACEY MAILE
EARLIER THIS year,  some past 
students of Warrandyte Primary 
School were reflecting on their time 
as Grade 6 buddies, and also what a 
very special connection they still feel 
for the Grade 6 student who was their 
buddy when they were in Prep.

When 25-year-old Julia was having 
dinner at a local restaurant, and was 
served by 19-year-old Mia, it was a 
great reunion.

They were buddies at Warrandyte 
Primary 14 years earlier.

In fact, while helping out backstage at 
last year’s WPS performance of Beauty 
and the Beast, 18-year-old Hayley was 
able to watch her Prep buddy, Jacob in 
his feature role as Cogsworth the clock.

They had last seen each other at the 
end of 2013.

“It was really wonderful to see him 
again after all this time — I recognised 
him straight away,” Hayley recalled.

“Of course, he had grown up so much 
in the past six years and had become 
such a confident performer.

“He was finishing Primary School 
and I had just finished my final Year 
12 exam.

“We were able to share some jokes 
and stage tips during rehearsals.

“I remember 2013 was the year we 
got to do Japanese kite making with 
our Prep buddies at school, and we 
also got to show them how to play 
our Bushband instruments as well as 
doing lots of other activities together 
during the year.

“It was really great seeing him again 
at the concert,” she said.

Current Grade 6 student, Cade (age 
11) told the Diary that he remembers 
being in Prep and how special his 
Grade 6 buddy was to him at the time.

“Devan was a great role model and I 
learnt a lot from her.

“Now it feels really good to be a role 
model myself and helping my buddy 
if they ever need it.”

Amari (also in Grade 6 this year) 
said, “I like being a buddy because I 
get to help the Preps learn about the 
school — they love playing with us — 
they always smile when we come, and 
they’ve taught me lots of new games!”

School Captain, Zara has really 
connected this year with her five-year-
old buddy, Matilda.

“Every time I see my buddy, she is 
always so happy and friendly with 
a big smile on her face, Matilda’s a 
really great person to be around, she’s 
a terrific buddy.”

Another Grade 6 student, Daniel 
agreed.

“It is always exciting when we know 
we’ll be seeing our buddies on Tuesday 
afternoons; they are fun to play with 

and I love that they are so excited to 
see us too.”

When 7-year-old Archie was in Prep a 
couple of years ago, he received a teddy 
bear as a Christmas gift from his Grade 
6 buddy, Ned.

The bear’s jacket is embroidered with 
both their names and the year.

Ned’s idea was that when Archie gets 
to Grade 6, he could have his Prep 
buddy’s name embroidered onto the 
bear’s jacket too and pass it on.

Ned and Eden (Archie’s other buddy) 
were even invited to Archie’s sixth 
birthday party and joined in with 
everything.

“They really were superheroes to all 
the Preps at the party,” Archie’s mother 
told the Diary.

Current Prep student, Bridget 
explained what her buddies mean to 
her this year.

“They help me with things I find hard.
“When I was making a picture, I 

wanted butterflies and they showed 
me how to draw them — Carys and 
Ava make me happy at my new school.”

For many years, the new Preps at the 
school have been assigned one or two 
Grade 6 buddies.

These days the Grade 6s will often 
take their lunch over to the Stone 
Building and eat with the Preps.

Sometimes they do reading with 
them, help celebrate the Preps’ 100 
Days of School, exchange small gifts at 
Easter and in the lead up to Christmas.

The Grade 6s also act as unofficial 
playground mentors for the Preps.

Prep teacher, Stef Chivell, explained 
further:

“Starting school can be a bit 
overwhelming, especially for some 
five-year-olds.

“We do a lot of work during their four-
year-old Kinder year, with our Term 3 
Stepping Stones program and Term 4 
transition program to get them used to 
the school environment.

“We even have a designated Prep 
playground for their exclusive use until 
they get their confidence up to venture 
farther afield within the school yard.

“But being in the school environment 
with all the big kids can still be a lot to 
deal with when they’re used to a much 
smaller kindergarten or childcare 
situation.

“We’ve found over the years that our 
Grade 6 Prep Buddy program really 
works to soften that.

“Every Prep feels that they have one 
or two particular friends among the 
big kids.

“It really is a very special relationship 
and often it’s a relationship that can 
last for years in our small Warrandyte 
community.”

IF CHILDREN are exposed to books 
in school, just how important is it for 
parents to read to their child in the 
early years of development? 

This question seems more relevant 
today in the COVID-19 world we find 
ourselves in. 

So just how much of an impact will 
you have if you simply read to your 
young child everyday?  

Research conducted by the Victorian 
Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development and the 
Melbourne Institute of Applied 
Economic and Social Research found 
that reading to children every day has 
a significant positive effect on their 
reading and cognitive skills, not just 
in their primary years, but also later 
in life. 

The report,  Reading to Young 
Children: A Head Start in Life, found 
that reading storybooks to children is 
one of the most important activities 

required for eventual success in 
developing reading skills.  

“Reading has been found to be 
related to language growth, emergent 
literacy and reading achievement.” 

There is also a strong correlation with 
children being encouraged to read 
on their own as they move from the 
emergent reader to an independent 
one. 

However, the skills developed go way 
beyond just helping their reading.  

Consider vocabulary alone. 
If a child is read to for 16.9 minutes 

a day, they will be exposed to over 1.1 
million additional words per year that 
they can draw on. 

In particular, children’s picture books 
have been found to be a rich source of 
new vocabulary. 

In fact, good storybooks contain 
30.1 unfamiliar words per 1000 words, 
building on your child’s oral and 
vocabulary skills rapidly. 

This is in sharp contrast to a television 
show such as Sesame Street, which was 
found to have only two unfamiliar 
words per 1,000. 

Research aside, teachers will tell you 

that reading is the starting point for all 
learning. 

Children’s picture books are 32 pages 
of a rich suite of learning opportunities 
that go far beyond being able to read 
the words of the page. 

What level your child is reading 
should not always be the focus, but 
rather what experiences and thinking 
skills can they build on through 
literature. 

There is no subject that cannot 
be introduced by a great picture 
storybook. 

It offers critical exposure to the 
outside world and helps children to 
make sense of the world around them. 

They are a brilliant way of capturing 
a child’s imagination and are a natural 
segway into children experimenting 
with writing.

Aside from all of the research that 
supports the positive impact reading 
has on your child, there is nothing 
quite like watching the face of a child 
as they become engrossed in the story 
a good picture book tells. 

It’s time spent together that will be 
cherished by both of you.

By NIETA MANSER

education

Read to them and they will learn

Forever friends at 
Warrandyte Primary

Dear Jenny,
I have missed going to school SO MUCH!  

And I am literally DYING at home!  

My siblings are constantly bugging me 
and we have to do an hour of yard work 
every day!  

And it kills me.

These holidays are very different from 
the past ones because I can’t have plays 
with my friends at all and I am very sad 
because I miss them a lot.  

But it’s also good because being in 
quarantine gives me a reason for my dad 
to take me with him on bike rides and 
sometimes I go with Noah to the horses 
a little ways from our house.  

I love horses and bike rides so both of 
them put together is great!

I’m glad you don’t have corona virice [sic] 
because you are a great teacher.  

From Sadie (age 10)
p.s.  Quarantine really brings out the 
annoyingness in my siblings.

Raphy’s Acrostic ISOLATION Poem
In the house, locked up every day, 

when will my friends ever come to play?

Still as the night I hear their calls, the 
birds of prey come out to play.  

“Hoot hoot” they say.

Over the hills and far away a magpie sings 
and a boy calls out.  

Across the river they scream and shout.  

He is with his family members no doubt.

Long live love and a strong internet 
connection.

A screen and a cuppa and a good snack 
selection.

Tonight is repeated and repeated again.

In it I am for the good of our loved ones.

On with your masks and your hand 
sanitizer.  

Now distance yourself said the medical 

advisor.

Now go away you rampant pandemic!  

Go away, go away, you nasty pathogenic!

By Raphy (age 10)

Stuck at Home
Oh no we are stuck at home.  

It has been a weird holiday.  

When we were stuck at home we did 
Mathletics, Maths Shed, Reading Eggs 
and PE with Joe because it is good 
exercise.  

One day Joe dressed up as Spidey Man.  

One day my mum wanted Maeve and me 
to learn how to take good photos.  

It was also good exercise.  

When the holiday started, we went 
camping in our back yard.  

We cooked damper.  

It was so good and we also roasted 
marshmallows.  

The marshmallows were delicious.  

After camping it was Easter Sunday.  

We went for an Easter Egg hunt in our 
backyard.  

When we were going for an Easter Egg 
Hunt, I thought a piece of bark was a 
chocolate egg.  

It was so funny.  It has been a weird time 
because we’re stuck at home.  Sometimes 
it has been boring, but most of the time 
it has been AWESOME.

Mitchell – age 7

Acrostic 
Isolation can be fun. 

Instead of thinking negatively, you can 
think about the good things.

So much to do, even when we’re stuck 
at home. 

You can start projects you’ve wanted to 
do for a long time.

Of course things are still different.  

At Easter we couldn’t see our relatives.

Life and the way we do things can be 
changed to suit this crisis.  

We Skyped our relatives on Easter instead 
of going to their house.

Adaptations can be made.  

Like extra curriculums can be done 
online.  

My choir and cello are now Zooms and 
Video Calls.

Troublesome and annoying as it may be, 
staying at home is to keep everyone safe 
and we must take it seriously.  

If these rules weren’t made, then things 
would be a lot worse.

Overseas things were worse, but after the 
rules were made there, cases have been 
going down not up.  

In China, no new cases were reported 
for a week.

Nevertheless we still have to be careful.  

If we don’t, all that we’ve done will be 
undone and maybe it will get even worse 
than that.

by Asher – age 9

Dear Kiah,
The COVID-19 pandemic meant that we 
had to stay at home, but lots of things 
happened.  

Dougal our grandfather gave us two 
goldfish.  

We discovered lots of bush tracks.  

Dad got a full suspension bike.  

We got Lego control cars and on Easter 
we made trailers for our cars and took 
them up to the mine.  

My favourite part was getting the remote 
control cars.  

I also liked going for bike rides with my 
family.  

How was your holiday?

By Atticus – age 8

WPS letters from home isolation
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By AMANDA CALLAWAY
COMMUNITY AND WELLBEING 
has been the main focus for staff at 
Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
(ACPS) as they assist students with 
their new remote learning program. 

There has been overwhelming 
support and encouragement from 
the school community as families 
embrace home learning during the 
isolation restrictions. 

Ms Sue Dyos, Principal of ACPS, said 
“I’m so proud of our staff, students, 
parents and carers for transitioning to 
home learning so smoothly”. 

Anderson’s Creek is using Google 
Classroom as a platform for families 
to access online lessons. 

The staff have worked together to 
provide a program that best suits their 
families’ needs.  

The teachers have encouraged 
feedback from parents, carers and 
students, and have already worked to 
improve the learning hubs to make 
them more user-friendly. 

“We are all working collaboratively, 
giving and receiving feedback,” said 
Ms Dyos.

The students are enjoying the online 

tasks and are eager to share their work. 
Teachers are mindful of students 

spending long periods of time on 
screens and have ensured there are a 
range of both creative tasks away from 
the computer and physical activities to 
keep children moving. 

Reilly in Grade 2 enjoys the hands-on 

creative work and was proud to share 
his Maths poster about the seasons. 

His younger sister, 4-year-old Isla, 
was also excited to be included in the 
home school tasks.

Although it has been a steep learning 
curve for many involved, the school 
community continues to ask questions 
and try new things to improve the 
remote learning site. 

At  pres ent,  the  teachers  are 
i n t ro d u c i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  v i d e o 
conferencing to check in with children 
and bring students and teachers 
together. 

“Community wellbeing is one of our 
highest priorities during the current 
restrictions,” said Ms Dyos.

Looking ahead to 2021
To help the local community prepare 

for school in 2021, as an interim 
measure, Anderson’s Creek Primary 
School has provided a brief insight into 
the school, via a short online video. 

Look out for more on ACPS’s Open 
Day plans in the June Diary, or visit:

www.andersonscreekps.vic.edu.au 
for further information.

Students embrace home learning

By CAITLYN BULL 
SCHOOL CAPTAIN, WARRAN-
DYTE HIGH SCHOOL 
BEING A school captain gives you 
some amazing opportunities.

As one of two school co-captains 
(with Brooke Bowyer) I was invited 
to write about what it means to be a 
school leader in 2020. 

Following that, I was offered the 
exciting experience to share our 
views and to hear the views of other 
school captains from across the state.  

I was invited to join twenty-five 
other school captains from different 

schools for this purpose.
At Parliament House, we discussed 

what is important when taking on the 
role of school captain.

It  was a  wonder ful  student 
leadership experience which I will 
always treasure.

As part of this opportunity, I had the 
humbling experience of meeting the 
Victorian Premier, Daniel Andrews 
and I can say he is taller than he 
looks on TV!  

Many photos on the steps of 
Parliament House followed, with 
the school captains, the Premier, 

Government Ministers and the 
Governor. 

I was asked about who I consider 
to be my hero. 

I am of the view that not all heroes 
wear a cape. 

Being kind and enabling the voices 
of others to be heard with the aim of 
bringing about positive change is so 
important. 

It  was a great experience to 
represent Warrandyte High School.

A huge thank you to Mr Caruana, 
our Assistant Principal, for getting 
us involved. 

School Captain at Parliament House

By SUMMER DAVIS, YEAR 9
THE FOOTBALL and basketball 
program has been an amazing 
opportunity that 23, Year 9 athletic 
individuals at Warrandyte High School 
have been given.

It has been taking place every 
Wednesday, all day at the high school.

This intensive skills-based program 
enables sport orientated students to 
participate and strive for greatness in 
both football and basketball.

It’s giving us the chance to perfect our 
techniques and drills.

Assisting with our training is 
a personal footy coach, which is 
giving every student a great chance 
to succeed.

Not only is this a great opportunity 
to improve but also to have fun with 
friends and create new ones.

Part of joining this program also gets 
you your own reversible jersey with 
your number of choice and your last 
name on it. 

The War randyte High S chool 
intensive Basketball and Football 
Program also provides time for us 
to work on our core strength and 
endurance.

Our gym is filled with great machines 
that are perfect for these purposes.

All students, girls and boys alike, 
are loving this program and the 
development of better skills and 
endurance, as well as the coach clinics.

So far this year the Warrandyte High 
Year 9 Basketball and Football Program 
has been a huge success and we can’t 
wait for more when things get back to 
normal.

Intensive sports at 
Warrandyte High
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By CHRIS SHARP

fitness

spotlight on

LAST MONTH I wrote about staying 
sane and keeping your health and 
f i tness pursuits  going through 
isolation. 

This month I thought I’d get a bit 
more specific and as it’s also getting 
cooler and wetter, it’s time to sort out 
a way to exercise at home. 

Many options for you to consider.
It can be difficult and overwhelming 

to set up an effective home workout. 
What do you do if you don’t have 

much equipment or space? 
Here I will take you through a variety 

of choices for exercising at home, 
whether you have nothing but your 
own body and a pair of shoes or a 
workout room tricked out with every 
piece of equipment imaginable.

Here are some bodyweight exercises 
— no equipment needed

The simplest way to work out at home 
is to use your own body. 

There are a variety of effective 
bodyweight exercises that can help 
you build strength, endurance and 
burn calories. 

And by circuit training (going from 

one exercise to the next, without little 
or no rest), you keep your heart rate up, 
burn more calories and get the most 
out of your exercise time.

Choose your workout — Cardio, 
strength training or a mixture of both

Choose 10 different exercises — 
For cardio, focus on exercises with 
different levels of intensity. 

For example, you might alternate 
a high-intensity exercise (such as 
jumping jacks or burpees) with an 
easier move (such as marching in 
place). 

For strength training, choose pushes, 
pulls, front-of-leg, back-of-leg, and 
core movements, such as squats, 
lunges, push-ups, and dips. 

Choose the length of each exercise 
— beginners might start with 10-
30 seconds or 8-16 reps,  while 
intermediate or advanced exercisers 
might go for 60-90 seconds or 20 or 
more reps.

Get Ready — Set up a timer or use 
a stopwatch, turn on some music or 
your favourite TV show and start with 
a warm-up.

The Workout — Do 1 circuit if you’re 
a beginner or short on time.

Do 2–5 circuits if you’re advanced for 
a more intense workout.

Sample Cardio Circuit Workout 
(no equipment)

• 1 min: March in place — Lift the  
 knees high and swing the arms
• 1 min: Jog in place, pushing the  
 arms overhead
• 1 min: High knees
• 1 min: Slow, controlled Plyo-jacks
• 1 min: Regular jumping jacks
• 1 min: March in place
• 1 min: Skaters
• 1 min: Mountain climbers
• 1 min: High knees
• 1 min: March in place

Sample Strength Circuit Training 
(no equipment)

• 1 min: March in place to warm up

• Squats — 20 reps
• Reverse lunges — 12 reps each leg
• Push-ups (knees or toes) 
 — 10–12 reps
• Dips — 10-12 reps
• Walking lunge with arms overhead 
  — 10–12 reps
• Lateral leg lifts
• Planks
• Glute bridge
• Back extensions

Exercise Videos
For variety, convenience, and more 

structured home exercise, you can’t 
beat exercise videos. 

There are workouts for every age, 
gender, goal and interest, and you 
can work out anytime you like in the 
privacy of your own home. 

The best thing about exercise videos: 
there are thousands upon thousands 
to choose from, so almost anyone can 
find a video they like. 

The worst thing about exercise 
videos: there are thousands upon 
thousands to choose from, making 
the search for the perfect video an 
overwhelming process.

Though you can find exercise videos 
almost anywhere videos or fitness 
equipment are sold, you’ll find some 
of the best videos are only sold online.

Exercise Video Resources
Collage Video — this is my favourite 

website for researching and buying 
exercise videos.

You can search by keyword, fitness 
level, instructor and much more.

The user reviews and video clips 
make finding the perfect video a little 
easier.

Video Fitness — there are so many 
video reviews at this website, you could 
spend more time reading about videos 
than watching them. 

However, the site is well-organised, 
and you can find videos in a variety of 
ways: by instructor, type of workout, 
fitness level and more. 

The reviews are posted by real 
exercisers, giving you more detail 
beyond the generic, sometimes 
misleading descriptions on the video 
covers.

Online Workouts and Resources
The internet may be your favourite 

way to waste time, but it also offers a 
wealth of resources for home and/or 
travelling exercisers. 

Not all content is created equal on 
the World Wide Web but, if you know 
where to look, you can find almost 
everything you need to know about 
exercise: how to set up a home gym, 
create your own exercise program, 
and learn the basics of cardio, strength 
training and how to get in shape with 
exercise.

You can also take advantage of the 
many websites offering both paid and 
free online workouts and exercise 
programs. 

You’ll find workouts you can print, 
view online or even stream to your 
computer, phone or iPad.

Smartphone Fitness Apps
Remember when the only thing your 

phone did was make calls? 
Now, smartphone apps allow you to 

do everything from playing Scrabble 
to exercising. 

Smartphones, iPads and MP3 players 
are excellent resources for home 
exercisers, particularly if you find 
yourself getting bored from doing the 
same old thing, day after day.

With the right apps, you can find 
guided workouts, paced music, timers 
and more, all of which can add variety 
and fun to your home workouts.

Here is my favourite ones, and I’m 
working on perhaps doing my own if I 
can build up the courage.

For Ready-Made or Make Your Own 
Workouts: Fitness Builder (iPhone 
or iPad) — This one offers a variety of 
ways to exercise. 

You can choose workouts based on 

the equipment you have, the muscle 
groups you want to work or the type 
of workout you’re looking for. 

There are a range of ready-made 
workouts and you can also create 
your own workouts from the amazing 
database of exercises included.

For Streaming Exercise Videos — 
Fitness Class for iPad: this is a free 
app giving you access to hundreds of 
streaming exercise videos (many from 
well-known instructors like Kathy 
Smith and Tracie Long) which you can 
preview and purchase. 

With the variety available, you can 
use your iPad to do just about any type 
of workout you can imagine.

Fo r  Pa c e d  Au d i o  Wo rko u t s : 
MotionTraxx — this music-based 
app is another great option for home 
exercisers, particularly if you’re a 
walker or runner. 

Deekron the Fitness DJ has put 
together an incredible variety of music 
mixes, all set at different beats per 
minute, so you can find the perfect 
pace for any workout — walking, 
running, lifting weights or other 
activities. 

There are also coached workouts 
(these cost extra) available at iTunes.

Best Timer for Interval/Tabata 
Workouts: Tabata Pro Timer — If 
you’re creative and like to set up your 
own interval workouts, this app is a 
must. 

It’s designed for tabata workouts 
(alternating hard intervals of 20 
seconds with 10 seconds of rest, 
repeated for four minutes), but you 
can create intervals any way you like.

There are so many options for you 
and if you need some help deciding 
what is best for you, you can contact 
me, and I’ll be happy to help. 

Chris Sharp from rivvaPT is available 
for 1 on 1 PT sessions on 0419 553 058

Strategies for exercising at home during restrictions

By JAMES POYNER
IN MID APRIL, North Warrandyte 
resident Michelle Chan set out to 
complete a home isolation ultra-
marathon — which is a continuous run 
of more than 42.2 kilometres within the 
confines of one’s own property.

After 9 hours, and 294 laps of an 
approximately 150-metre-long loop 
of her block, she had done it.

Michelle joins a growing number of 
global runners, who have managed to 
find a way to continue to do what they 
love: to run a long way, for a long time, 
within the scope of their country’s 
restrictions.

In some countries, runners have 
done this by running laps of their 
balcony or their dining room table 
(with some courses measuring a mere 
30 metres).

In  t h e  p re - C OV I D - 1 9  w o r l d , 
Michelle was preparing to tackle her 
first 100-kilometre event, Surf Coast 
Century in Lorne in September.

In April 2019, she finished her first 
50km event in the Blue Mountains at 
Ultra Trail Australia (UTA50).

“After completing UTA50 with 
some friends, we started planning 
some events out, so I did Two Bays in 
January, the 56km, and the other plan 
was to do Surf Coast Century.”

But training for a large event such 
as Two Bays or Surf Coast Century is 
a very different experience to waking 
up one day and deciding to hang laps 
around the yard.

“So all the other nutters on the 
Victorian Ultra Runners ( VUR) 
Facebook Page started doing these 
iso runs during Stage 2, and I like 
challenges.

“Being in Warrandyte, I don’t have 
a small back yard so I thought it was 
possible.

“I had a few other friends do it, I 
planned a weekend with nice weather 
and then once I said it, I had to do it.

“I had been planning it for a few 
weeks and it wasn’t until my husband 
started analysing my route around the 
garden as well, I thought ‘okay, I’ve got 
my support crew’”.

The Victor ian U ltra  Running 

community may have upward of 
2,600 members but it is a community 
who know each other, VUR founder, 
and Doncaster resident, Jon Lim has 
been responsible for several social 
challenges, which see members hitting 
trails for elevation or distance, so I 
asked him why there had been so 
much appeal when he first suggested 
the community took up the challenge 
of running a self-isolation ultra at 
home.

“It was the community; it has always 
been about the community.

 “I posted the question about the 
isolation ultra and within a week, 
seven people had done it, and they 
were all wearing their VUR tops — I 
had people messaging me asking if 
they can get a top so they can run their 
isolation ultra in it.

“People just want to be part of that 
community, you know — with a group 
like that, if you suggest an idea, you 
often don’t have to push very hard to 
get people to do it.”

Seeing uptake of the idea, Jon asked 
Melbourne based running coach Chris 
Wright to administer the Self Isolation 
Running Facebook group, which has 
grown from being a small offshoot of 
the VUR Facebook Group to a truly 
international affair with some of its 
1,300 members in the UK, Spain and 
the USA.

I asked Chris where he thinks the 
attraction lies in running laps of one’s 
property.

“I think once that seed of ‘I can 
possibly do this’ takes root then ‘boom’, 
they’re off.

“I think having a safe forum where 
they can celebrate it is also what 
attracts people,” he said.

Another feature of the home ultra 
movement has been the extent in 
which people are documenting their 
runs.

While some are simply uploading 
photos and screenshots of Strava, 
others (and there are quite a few) have 
shot video, even livestreamed their 
attempt via Facebook.

“It’s great to watch, it’s a bit like test 
cricket, you know there is not much 
happening but it is nice to check in to 
see if anything has happened.

“It adds a bit of accountability too, 
there could be people there who have 
been cheering you on, so when it gets 
hard, to have that bit of leverage and 
support from social media goes a 
long way.

“For people whose hobby and love 
is being outside and in remote areas, 
this situation has caused people to 
change the way they do things to hit 
those core values, and it has mutated 
to be something that is really amazing.

“In these times where there is so 
much political stuff going on, maybe 
there is something quite refreshing 
about watching someone run 50 
kilometres in their backyard, on a 
live feed, and not to have to worry 
about [things like] the toilet paper 
that has run out on the shelves of the 
supermarket,” said Chris.

As in other areas, and as has been 
documented in other parts of this 
edition, it is a sense of community, and 
of one’s own accountability driving 
people to do these extraordinary things 
in unusual times.

For Michelle,  with her home-
grown support crew and friends who 
“deliberately went for their walks” at 
the same time to cheer her on mid-
way, she did not need to resort to 
livestreaming for her own attempt.

Although she has no intention of 
running nearly 300 laps of her yard 
again, the community around her has 
celebrated her achievement.

The big question now is: when will I 
run my first home ultra?

Run an Ultramarathon at home

By BRIONY WYLDE
THE WARRANDY TE Basketball 
community are without competition 
or team training sessions right now.

But with the possibility of competition 
resuming after May 30, 2020, WBA 
check in with three of Warrandyte’s 
junior Venom representative players 
to see what they are doing to keep up 
their skills from home.

When the Coronavirus pandemic 
shut the country down, Warrandyte 
Venom coaches were quick to react 
by developing home training sessions 
including skills such as ball handling, 
shooting and dribbling drills, in the 
hope of keeping a ball in their players’ 
hands while in isolation.

Zara Vitiritti, team member of the 
Venom U14.1 Girls coached by Sarah 
Marcello, shares what she is doing to 
maintain her skills and how her team 
are staying connected.

“Our coach has assigned us all a day 
to put together a short training video 
for all of our teammates to do, this has 
been fun as everyone has new ideas so 
there is a great deal of variety,” she said.

“And our team has a weekly Zoom 
get together along with a group chat.

“This has been a great way to stay in 
touch with everyone.”

Ethan Sampimon, coached by Briony 
Wylde and Jarrod Buzzini in the 
Venom U12.1 Boys team, has been 
undertaking his basketball training 
every day with the help of his mum, 
Sarah and little brother, Charlie.

“My favourite part of the training 
from my coaches has been the layup 
drills and two ball dribbling drills,” 
he said.

“For fitness, I have been running 
with my mum three or four times 
a week, I have also been doing hill 
sprints, flat sprints and I have been 
practising my footy skills too.”

Team member of the Venom U16.1 
Girls, Emily Gruber has been given a 
gruelling home training schedule to 

follow by coach Marisa Dantanarayana 
and has given an insight as to how she 
approaches training at home without 
her team mates.

“First thing every morning I go 
outside with my sister, Claire and do 
some shooting drills that my coach 
has given me like ‘Around the World’, 
we run laps of the tennis court every 
time we miss a shot.

“I do my schooling after that and 
then later in the afternoon, I head back 
outside to practise my ball handling 
skills.

I do miss my training sessions with 
the girls and all the laughs we have but 
I am also enjoying being able to train at 
home with my little sister and help her 
with her basketball,” she said.

Emily’s team is also staying connected 
through a Zoom ball handling session 
every second Saturday and a 30 minute 
Zoom chat to catch up on the alternate 
Friday.

Zara, Ethan and Emily are all working 
hard to ensure they are fit and ready 
to resume basketball once the social 
distancing restrictions are lifted and 
competition begins again.

WBA has been sharing links on their 
Facebook page with training options 
for players to take on from home. 

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a c c e s s 
any of the online home training 
sessions, Like our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/OneWarrandyte

Backyard basketball
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By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDY TE’S Bendigo Bank 
Community Branch, Cricket Club 
and High School came together for a 
complete redevelopment of the High 
School’s oval and attached facilities 
to accommodate more cricketing 
opportunities for a rapidly expanding 
club.

That partnership was recognised 
at the Cricket Victoria Sport For All 
awards as the Warrandyte Cricket Club 
(WCC) were awarded the Community 
Partnership of the Year, a win for all 
three organisations in the name of 
sporting development in the local 
community.

With a ground shortage leaving 
the club’s seven teams with limited 
facilities, Warrandyte High School 
(WHS) stepped in to provide the 

oval at the Rob Graham Sporting 
Fields, becoming WCC’s fourth playing 
ground.

During the partnership, the 4th and 
5th XI, along with the club’s most 
recent additions in the U18s side, have 
made their homes there with the 3rd 
XI also playing fixtures there before 
re-homing at Stintons Reserve.

The partnership allows more playing 
opportunities for the club’s cricketers 
and the WHS community and in recent 
times the redevelopment of the ovals 
pitch and its facilities.

The Warrandyte Community Bank 
Branch (WCBB) stepped in to assist 
these efforts, backing the project with 
a $23,000 grant that saw the ground’s 
wicket  re-turfed,  a  scoreboard 
implemented, new toilets and change-
rooms installed along with a new 

kitchen.
When the redevelopment concluded, 

the WHS tr uly  became one of 
Warrandyte crickets home grounds.

President Bill Stubbs says it was a 
triumph for grassroots sport and the 
local community.

“We are very proud of what WCC, 
WCBB and the WHS have achieved 
together, and thrilled at the recognition 
from Cricket Victoria,” he said.

“As a club with record levels of 
participation, access to suitable cricket 
grounds is a key challenge to ensuring 
everyone can enjoy our great game. 

“Our partnership has meant local 
cricket and school communities both 
benefit from upgraded facilities. 

“It has delivered great outcomes for 
all of us, and the WCC continues to 
see growth in membership as a result 

of what we have been able to achieve 
here.”

WCBB echoed the sentiment, and 
Chairman Aaron Farr says it was an 
excellent local collaboration, also 
re-iterating what banking locally puts 
back into the community.

“We are very proud to have been an 
integral part of the WCC/WHS oval 
and facilities development project 
with a $23,000 grant to kick start the 
works,” he said. 

“Every year we are witness to our 
local clubs, groups and not for profits 
completing projects that benefit the 
whole community. 

“I would like to thank our customers 
who not only understand that we offer 
a full suite of banking services right in 
the heart of Warrandyte, but they can 
also see the big picture.  

“They know that by banking at 
Warrandyte they too are an integral 
cog in the wheel and the profit created 
by their banking is returned to the 
community for the greater good of all 
its members.”

With this recent success, WCC  
continues to grow and, despite the 
current situation around the COVID-19 
pandemic, is still expected to expand 
with an 8th XI slated for the 2020/2021 
season (see story above).

Should that eventuate, another 
potential ground crunch could be on 
cards and the club will again need 
another ground to keep up with the 
rapidly growing player base, especially 
with such a substantial group of young, 
developing cricketers coming through 
the ranks.

Community partnership recognised at awards night

By JOSH HUNTLY
WA R R A N DY T E  C R I C K E T  C l u b 
was undoubtedly the place to be in 
2019/2021, set amongst a record-
breaking season of cricket that took 
place under the awning of weather 
unlike anything we’ve ever seen, while 
the back-end of the season was cut 
short by COVID-19.

Potentially the most successful 
season in the clubs 165-year history 
was built on a record number of 
participating teams.

Seven Senior sides, 11 Junior sides, 
three Veterans sides, Under 18’s, one 
of the largest Woolworth Junior Blast 
programs run by the club and the 
introduction of the women’s Social 
Sixes program to go with the senior, 
Junior and Veterans T20 created a 
perfect storm of club success.

Such a groundswell of enthusiasm 
was built on an effective junior 
pathway, an influx of new Senior 
players and a revived interest in 
Veterans cricket. 

Across the organisation emphasis 
was put on player development both 
on and off the field. 

The Winter Development Program 
allowed club juniors to hit the nets 
early with professional coaching and 
the new initiative, the Uni-Pro Fast 
Bowler Program, saw Premier cricketer 
Matt Fotia come down to the club and 
give a seminar on the art of fast bowling 
for the club’s young quicks.

In recent years Warrandyte has 
prided itself on its core values and off-
field resources to develop the people 
behind the players. 

The partnership with Sport and Life 
Training (SALT) and their program 
continues to encourage open dialogue 
and positive education on subjects 
such as equality, drugs and alcohol, 
and making positive life choices in 
sessions participated in club-wide.

The impact of the Stop. One Punch 
Can Kill organisation continues to be 
felt in the Warrandyte community, 
especially in the cricket club as its 
players are educated about the impact 
of senseless street violence and to “put 
your fists down and walk away.”

Warrandyte will attempt another 
first next season while potentially 
welcoming back a team lost to the club 
for a long time.

With participation levels forecast to 
continue, Warrandyte could soon see 
its first 8th XI take the field. 

The 2020/2021 season has been 
earmarked as a potential timeframe 
to launch the side, the condition of the 
sporting climate allowing of course.

The success of Social Sixes saw the 
club announce its intention to field a 
Women’s side for the first time since 
the 1992/1993 season and are currently 
receiving expressions of interest from 
women of all ages and abilities for the 
re-launch of an integral part of the 
Warrandyte cricketing spectrum.

A different sporting outlook will 
meet Warrandyte and other sporting 
organisations after the conclusion of 
the Coronavirus pandemic but a pro-
active leadership group, a talented 
core of young and senior players and 
a strong club culture will carry the club 
with some vigour into the 2020/2021 
and cement its spot as one of best clubs 
in the RDCA.

Warrandyte winners in RDCA 
awards

Warrandyte Cricket Club featured 
prominently at the Ringwood District 
Cricket Association awards, as the 
competition’s awards night went 
digital in the face of Coronavirus.

The 2nd XI premiership side also 
held one of Meehan Shields best 
and fairest winners as 17-year old 
all-rounder Chris Rakuscek (pictured 
right) was announced a joint-winner of 
the grade’s highest individual honour.

This comes after playing just seven 
games in the Two’s this season, with 
155 runs at an average of 51.67 and 12 
wickets at an average of 13.50 seeing 
him poll eight votes in the count.

A maiden century in the 3rd XI and 
a premiership medallion in both the 
Under 18s and the 2nd XI capped off a 
fine year for Warrandyte’s young gun.

Callum Padfield returned to cricket 
in style in a season that yielded him 
a 3rd XI premiership as the sides 
opening batsman and has become 

renowned at the club for his longevity 
at the crease.

411 runs and four half centuries at an 
impressive average of 82.20 in the 3rd 
XI was more than enough to take out 
the C-Grade batting award, a stellar 
return to the game for Padfield.

4th XI premiership skipper Shaun 
Ison was Warrandyte’s third award 
recipient, taking out the E-Grade 
batting award.

Ison helped his side overcome the 
demons of last year’s Grand Final rout 
and his hard-hitting presence through 
the batting order saw him amass 284 
runs at an average of 47.33 along with 
two centuries for the season.

15 wickets for the season and a 
premiership rounded out an excellent 
season for Ison.

Best cricket to come for record-breaking Bloods

By JOSH HUNTLY
AS COVID-19 KEEPS a tight lid on the 
wide world of sport, all eyes are on the 
month of May as the make-or-break 
of local sport looms for several codes.

Warrandyte Football Club will hold 
its breath as The Eastern Football 
Netball League remains unmoved in 
its commitment to its call to postpone 
the season to May 31 and announced 
a left-field plan of attack in the leagues 
April 15 update.

The EFNL statement read that “A 
half season commencing on June 13 
or 20, should community football and 
netball be allowed to recommence, 
would be the most viable option for 
season 2020.”

A “yes or no” survey issued by the 
league returned 62 responses from 
its clubs, with 44 per cent believing 
the season should be cancelled, and 
of course the remaining 56 per cent 
believing the season could go ahead.

Financial viability will continue to be 
a factor for the season re-commencing, 
not just for Warrandyte but for clubs 
league-wide.

The cur rent  e conomy means 
business es  are  being hit  hard 
financially with the flow on effect that 
local club sponsorship is down in the 
present and the foreseeable future 
while insurance fee’s and more pose a 
dicey monetary equation if the season 
does get underway.

Warrandyte Basketball Association 
is also currently held to Basketball 

Victoria’s May 31 postponement 
with the states governing body set to 
reconvene and discuss plans going 
forward but there is optimism that 
training could recommence sooner 
rather than later.

Warrandyte Venom and the Big V 
league has lost seven rounds of play 
through the crisis.

Warrandyte Netball  Club will 
proceed in accordance with the 
DDNA’s decision to postpone the 
season, also to May 31.

With the Warrandyte Cricket Club 
season not set to commence until 
October the RDCA is assumed to be on 
track for a potential standard season 
start but is of course subject to the 
changing situation and Government 
regulations.

Players of all clubs currently in 
season have been advised to continue 
their training and the clubs themselves 
remain engaged with their player and 
supporter base through various social 
media initiatives.

WFC have created a podcast entitled 
Bleeding Bloods hosted by club skipper 
Michael Cullum and premiership 
player Luke Dunn, and are set to 
participate in an upcoming E-Sports 
tournament hosted by the EFNL.

The future of Warrandyte’s local sport 
in 2020 will be clearer throughout May 
with many hopeful of sport returning 
amongst the current crisis.

Clubs await season
decisions in MayBy SANDI MILLER

TENNIS VICTORIA has said the 
tennis courts should remain locked 
across the state, including at the 
Warrandyte Tennis Club, until Stage 
3 restrictions are lifted. 

But that is not to say tennis fans 
cannot get in some practice.

A  n e w  i n i t i a t i v e  c a l l e d 
H o m e C o u r t Te n n i s  h a s  b e e n 
launched by Tennis Australia. 

It is a series of tennis development 
concepts that give kids in particular 
the chance to continue to play tennis 
at home. 

“With so many kids currently at 
home, it’s more important than ever 
to keep them active, motivated and 
engaged,” Tennis Australia Chief 
Tennis Officer Matt Dwyer said.

The f irst  concept is  “Games 
Making” and the kids can copy the 
activities or modify them to suit their 
environment. 

Games Making, is being introduced 
across the country via a series of 
videos for teachers and coaches. 

“HomeCourtTennis has been 
designed to increase children’s 
physical activity as well as develop 
a range of skills, regardless of their 
playing space and equipment. 

“For instance, kids may choose to 
use a balloon instead of a tennis ball 
and position two chairs together as a 
net… anywhere can be a tennis court.

G a m e s  Ma k i n g  i s  d e s i g n e d 
to encourage kids to create their 
own tennis games using various 
equipment from around their home, 

whether that is their lounge room, 
kitchen, bedroom, backyard, garage 
or driveway. 

YouTube for Adults and 
experienced kids

While HomeCourtTennis is a great 
program to keep the littlies involved, 
our local Tennis Guru, Craig Haslam 
is recommending more experienced 
players check out some YouTube 
videos that can help develop skills 
during isolation. 

“There are absolutely tonnes of 
material on YouTube, but I like the 
guys from Top Tennis Training so 
check out their YouTube channel 
or their website at www.top-tennis-
training.com,” said Craig.

“While you cannot play on court, 
you can get in the yard and work 
on your swing, perhaps video 
yourself and then compare it to the 
instructional videos,” Craig said.

Once restrictions are eased, Craig 
says he is envisaging he will initially 
be able to offer one-on-one coaching, 
so contact info@thetennisguru.com.
au to discuss how you can get back 
on court.

To get some ideas for your Home 
Court, head to: tennis.com.au

Centre Court in your own back yard

Photos: courtesy Tennis Victoria / David Dickson photography
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