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By SANDI MILLER
FOLLOWING the sale of the property at 2 
Trezise Street, Warrandyte Medical is moving 
to a new location and Compass Medical 
Group is moving in.

Dr Brian Bayly started the existing medical 
practice around 40 years ago, originally near 
the bridge, and then in the early 90s moved to 
Trezise Street.

When Dr Bayly retired, the management of 
the practice passed to Dr Gail Dixon.

Dr Bayly has continued to be involved and 
is part owner of the building — although not a 
majority owner.

Like many aspects of life in Warrandyte, 
Dr Dixon said the arrangement continued 
through the years on a handshake and on 
trust.

So, when the building was sold to Compass 
Medical Group in December 2019, Warrandyte 
Medical found itself without premises to 
operate out of.

After failing to find an alternative site for 
a practice within Warrandyte, Dr Dixon is 
moving to Goldfields Plaza, where Warrandyte 
Medical will co-locate with Goldfields Medical 
Centre.

Dr Dixon told the Diary that several of the 
doctors — and all patient records — will be 
transferring to the Goldfields Medical Centre 
at the start of March.

“We are considering it a merger,” she said.
“Dr Irina Fast, Dr Arvind Jhamb and myself 

will be consulting at Goldfields Medical Centre 
from the beginning of March, and the entire 
record base will be down there, so patients 
will continue to have care at that Medical 
Centre just as they have had at Trezise Street.”

Dr Dixon said she is also hoping that one of 
the other doctors will also agree to move to the 
new facility, “but they have not decided yet”.

Dr Dixon said patients can choose to remain 
with Warrandyte Medical or go elsewhere.

“If patients want their medical records 
transferred somewhere else, that will 
absolutely be facilitated.

“If they want to move onto a different clinic 

that will be done — but they can continue 
to be seen either by one of us or one of the 
Goldfields doctors exactly as they have been,” 
she said.

She said she is pleased to be able to work 
alongside doctors with the same sort of 
medical ethos.

“We are a family medical practice and so is 
Goldfields — and so patients will be able to 
obtain the same standard of medical care that 
they would have had at Trezise Street,” she 
said.

Compass Medical Group — who already 
operate several bulk billing clinics around 
Melbourne — are planning to operate out of 
the Trezise Street rooms as soon as possible.

Karen Gerzenstein, CEO of Compass 
Medical Group told the Diary they are hoping 
for “a seamless transition” and said they are 
negotiating with some of the existing doctors.

“And we will also be looking to bring in new 
doctors and expand the offering — we are in it 
for the long term,” she said.

Compass is in the process of hiring 
administrative, nursing and medical staff for 
the Trezise Street site.

“We will be expanding so we will have jobs 
available … I would love to hear from anyone 
who is interested,” Ms Gerzenstein said.

The other health businesses that work 
out of the consulting rooms — dentist, 
physiotherapists, podiatrist and pathology — 

are currently staying on and will continue 
to operate from the Trezise Street rooms, 
which Ms Gerzenstein said, Compass plans 
to renovate in the short term and build a new 
facility on the site over the next few years.

Dentist Shirani Thevarajan said Compass 
are planning a state-of-the-art facility behind 
the existing building, and she is pleased that 
Compass will be allowing her to design her 
own surgery.

For some this may feel like deja vu, when 
the sudden departure of Rex Medical Clinic 
in 2017 caught the community unawares with 
patients waiting on tenterhooks regarding 
accessibility to their medical records, a 
sentiment which Dr Dixon shares.

“They should know where to go for their 
care, and have continuity of care.

“That is what has worried me most since I 
heard about the sale, what is going to happen 
to the people we have provided a service for,” 
she said.

Warrandyte Medical will cease operating 
out of Trezise Street on Friday, February 28 
and then will see patients at the Goldfields 
Medical Centre  from the beginning of March.

Compass Medical Group plan to 
commence operating at Trezise Street, from 
early March.

The Diary will continue to monitor this 
story and will publish an update in the March 
edition, published on March 9.

Consulting rooms change hands

WARRANDYTE residents are again being 
hit by another round of “offers” in the mail 
addressed to “Electricity Account Holder” 
for a trial of solar batteries.

We examined the cost and payback 
implications of these schemes in an article 
published in our August 2019 edition: Solar 
Batteries? Are they worth it?

This year the offering company name has 

changed, the battery size has doubled, the 
price has increased, the dubious savings and 
testimonials are still there and unsurprisingly 
this new company knows all about the details 
given in our previous enquiry last year.

We again urge residents who are 
considering taking up this offer to do their 
sums very carefully before committing, as 
the investment might not give a good return.

Solar scheme “trial offer” returns
By DAVID HOGG
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2020 Charity Partner 
Guide Dogs Victoria
WCB - Run Warrandyte 
is proud to partner with 
Guide Dogs Victoria 
this year.

#RUNWARRANDYTE

runwarrandyte.com

1st MARCH

In 2020 Run Warrandyte 
is moving towards being a 
100% ECO friendly event

U8 KIDS
RUN
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By SANDI MILLER
AFTER the success of the Social Sixes 
program, Warrandyte Cricket Club is seeking 
expressions of interest from women to form a 
Women’s Cricket team to play in the 2020/21 
Season.

Warrandyte Cricket Club has historically 
led the pack in terms of Women’s cricket, 
since a team was formed in 1975/76 with a 
squad of 16 players formed by sisters Suzanne 
Martin (Chapman) and Jenny Chapman.

Coached by Allan Chapman, the team won 
every game of the 1975/76 season including 
an outright win in the Grand Final.

The women who graced the field in those 
early days are a who’s who of Warrandyte in the 

70s and 80s: Suzanne Martin (Chapman) (C), 
Jenny Chapman (VC), Sandra Jeffs, Margaret 
World, Maria McGhee, Sandra Burton, Debra 
Lamb, Jenni Chapman (McLaws), Teresa 
Prince, Judith Davis and Robin Dalli forming 
the club’s first premiership team.

This continued until the mid 1990s when 
the women’s team folded.

However, women’s cricket is really taking 
off in Victoria and so Women’s Convener at 
the club, Michelle Heffernan said the club are 
keen to return women to the field.

“We’ll be running skills sessions during the 
off season so if you’ve not played for years, 
never played before or just want to brush up, 
we will have you game ready come December,” 

she said.
Age is no barrier, with the age of the Social 

Sixes women who are contemplating picking 
up the bat ranging from 15–55.

“Everybody is welcome, so come join our 
exciting new team, make new friends, have 
a blast and be part of the amazing women’s 
history here at our awesome club.”

To read about the history of Women’s 
Cricket at Warrandyte Cricket Club visit:
www.warrandytecc.com/womens-info

Contact Michelle Heffernan to register 
interest and for more information.
0418143273
mheffernan1975@gmail.com

Women to return to the field at WCC

Social Sixes keeping active over summer

Talking 
point We have just had an 

interesting talk with 
RACV and thought it 

would be interesting to find out about other 
insurance companies.
We just received our home insurance 
payment form and it has jumped by $700!
That’s a 45 per cent increase in the last year.
We have been with RACV for close to 15 
years without a claim.
We have just put in a claim for the hail 
damage and have to pay an excess of $700.
When my husband rang them, they have said 
that Warrandyte and North Warrandyte are 
now classed as high risk areas because of 

the storm damage (a random act of nature, 
that cut a path through our area but missed 
most other areas completely) and because 
of lots of claims in the area!
We could understand inflation et cetra but 
this is so wrong ... I would really like to know 
how everyone else has gone on with their 
insurance claims and if anyone else has got 
a new rate for this year.

Jane Collins, Warrandyte

Insurance hikes

If you have had a similar experience with 
your insurance company let the Diary know: 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

What’s On 
Event:  Warrandyte Pottery Expo
When:  February 22–23 from 10am
Where:  Warrandyte Riverside, 
 near the Grand Hotel
Info:  Entry is free to the 20th Warrandyte 
Pottery Expo, live music, food, and pottery 
and ceramics to suit any taste. For more 
information visit potteryexpo.com

Event:  Run Warrandyte 2020 
When:  March 1, 2020, 7am–10am 
Where:  Warrandyte Reserve 
Info:  Warrandyte’s annual fun run for all 
the family, 2.2km–15km fun run and an U8 
race. To register visit runwarrandyte.com
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Next Issue:
Warrandyte Diary 

March 2020

Advertising and Editorial deadline: 
Friday, February 28

Editorial: 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Advertising: 
info@warrandytediary.com.au

P.O. Box 143, Warrandyte VIC 3113

Office: 9844 2409
Brian: 0412 011 946
Hien: 0448 012 728

E: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au
W: www.ptasaccountants.com.au

PERSONALISED TAXATION & 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES P/L

CERTIFIED PRACTISING ACCOUNTANTS

Super advice will be provided by Personalised 
Taxation and Accounting Services as an 
authorised representative of SMSF Advisers 
Network Pty. Ltd. AFSL No.: 430062

IT’S TAX TIME
Refer to our new website for more 

information: ptasaccountants.com.au
Speak to us now - we welcome 

business and personal tax enquiries

Local legal practitioner since 1989
Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue Warrandyte

peter@pgardiner.com

“You might be a golf nut if... you make a few 
practice strokes before you sign your name.”  

—  Randy Voorhees.

Peter Gardiner
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I T O R

• • •

We specialise in 
helping businesses

No 537, FEBRUARY 2020
Since 1970 | Priceless

Editorial & Advertising: 9844 0555 | Email: info@warrandytediary.com.au

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

9844 1111

Our mighty local CFA Brigades have already had a very busy fire season supporting the efforts to suppress this 
summer’s devastating blazes around the country. However, they are not letting their guard down. 
With still weeks left of the fire danger period, “hailageddon” leaving blankets of what once was tree canopy on the 
ground, and lots of late season growth, it is more important than ever to remain fire ready.  
See pages 5–8 for comprehensive fire coverage, as well as our centre spread, which outlines the Gippsland fires 
from the perspective of a holidaying local, and meet some of the Warranditians behind the Army Reserve response.  
Also see page 27 to read how our local Arts community has dug deep to help affected communities. 

Photo: BILL McAULEY

Heroes on the fireline

f� the c�munity by the c�munity

W A R R A N D Y T E

INSIDE
 Lights out for Fire   

 Danger sign — Page 4
 Australia Day Honours 

 — Pages 10–11
 Pots by the riverside 

 — Page 22
 Get set to  

 Run Warrandyte 
 — Page 34

February 
edition currently 
available online 
or at Quinton’s 

IGA, Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood 

House or at 
your usual 

pick-up-point
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